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Contributing Writer

NEW DURHAM — “I 
feel great,” Stephanie 
MacKenzie said on her 
first day of official retire-
ment from Town Hall. 
“I want to do different 
things now and spend 
more time with my 
grandchildren.”

 MacKenzie has 
been a presence in the 
town for about 15 years, 
but the story of how 
she wound up in New 
Durham surpasses the 
story of how she wound 
up working in Town 
Hall.

 The MacKenzie 
family, including hus-
band Iain and three sons, 
was living in Europe and 
at one point vacationed 
in New Hampshire to 
visit her family. 

 “Iain is British,” 
MacKenzie said, “and 
grew up in Alton, Hamp-
shire, so he wanted to see 
Alton, New Hampshire.”

 They had lunch 
there and happened to 
pick up a real estate bro-
chure. Glancing through 
it, a property on March’s 
Pond caught their eye. 

“We went back to 
Luxembourg, decided 
to build a house on the 
property, and moved 
here. That’s it,” she said.

 When a job in 
Town Hall opened up, 

it was the perfect fit for 
MacKenzie.

 “After living 26 
years where I couldn’t 
vote and was limited in 
things I could do local-
ly, I could finally get in-
volved in my communi-
ty,” she explained.

 MacKenzie be-
gan her New Durham 
career as Deputy Town 
Clerk/Deputy Tax Col-
lector, working with 
then-Town Clerk Carole 
Ingham.

 The Humanities 
major was completely 
confident about being 
dropped into the posi-
tion.  “The job has noth-
ing hard mathematically 
and I had worked for law 
firms in the past, so I was 
comfortable dealing with 
RSAs.”

 After holding 
that post for around eight 
years, MacKenzie moved 
into the Town Clerk/Tax 
Collector position follow-
ing Ingham’s departure.

 Town Clerk is 
an elected position and 
covers a myriad of du-
ties, including main-
taining public records, 
issuing registrations and 
licenses, and elections. 
During her first days, 
MacKenzie said she was 
not nervous, but “I just 
knew I had to keep plow-
ing on until I had every-
thing figured out. Mostly 

it took working about 
twelve hours a day for a 
while.”

 Over the course 
of her tenure, she was 
elected twice for three-
year terms.  

 MacKenzie also 
changed the paradigm 

during a time of flux in 
town. Many Town em-
ployees had left and a se-
ries of interim Town Ad-
ministrators ended with 
the hiring of Scott Kin-
mond in that position.

 “When I came 
to New Durham I found 

Stephanie to be very wel-
coming and helpful,” he 
said. 

Kinmond called 
MacKenzie “instrumen-
tal” in working with the 
Select Board and him 
to reorganize the Town 
Clerk/Tax Collector po-

sition into separate du-
ties.

 “I wanted a 
partnership with my 
deputy,” she explained. 
“Stephanie was very 
helpful in the hiring pro-
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With the retirement of Town Clerk Stephanie Mackenzie (right), positions will shift at New Durham Town Hall. Donna Young will 
become acting Town Clerk and resident Shannon Feger (left) has joined the Town Hall team as Tax Collector. 

Retiring Town Clerk reflects on career
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Contributing Writer

NEW DURHAM – 
Residents will have an 
eyeful of holiday spirit 
this year as parts of town 
are lighted up like never 
before. 

Parks and Recreation 
Director Celeste Chasse 
has expanded her own 
love of Christmas lights 
and decorations to be-
come town-wide events. 

“We had the decorat-
ing contest last year,” 
she said, “and it was 
well-received, so we’ll do 
it again this year.”

Beginning this week, 
homeowners and busi-
ness owners who want 
to join the fun can enter 
the Holiday Lights Dec-
orating Challenge and 
decorate their buildings 
in hopes of becoming the 
most bedecked in town.  

Chasse has partnered 
with the recreation de-
partments in Wolfeboro, 
Tuftonboro, Ossipee, 
Wakefield, and Roches-
ter for this activity.

“We call ourselves 
Our Towns Communi-
ty Rec,” she said. “The 
judges will pick one 
house from each town.”

The group will pro-
duce a map of all of the 
entries in the towns, “so 
people can drive around 
and see them.”

To enter, participants 
need to send in their 
names and addresses 

to ourtownsrec@gmail.
com no later than Dec. 
18. One winner from 
each community will be 
announced on Dec. 22.

Her personal tradi-
tion of driving through 
areas bright with festive 
lights has led to anoth-
er event, new to New 
Durham. Light Up Your 
Night Christmas Trail 
is slated for Thursday, 
Dec. 10 and Friday, Dec. 
11 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. at 
the 1772 Meetinghouse 
on Old Bay Road.

 “I love Christmas 
lights and decorations,” 
Chasse said. “It’s a pas-
sion with me. Every year 
when I drive around 
to see light displays, I 
think, ‘How cool would 
it be to have something 
like this right here in 
town that people could 
come and enjoy?’”

This year, her 
thought is coming to fru-
ition. She already had a 
jump on things; for the 
big Halloween event, 
she and volunteers had 
strung lights along part 
of the nature trail be-
hind the Meetinghouse. 

“We had lights up for 
the haunted trail, so now 
we’re putting them all 
along the longer trail. 
It’s going to be just stun-
ning. People can come 
and see the lights practi-
cally in their own back-
yard.” 

Several Christmas 
events have been held at 

the 1772 Meetinghouse, 
sponsored by the Meet-
inghouse Restoration 
Committee (MRC), in-
cluding an evening with 
Charles Dickens’ char-
acters, Christmas carol-
ing, and a comedy per-
formance. 

The recreation de-
partment in the past has 
joined with the MRC to 
present sleigh rides and 
performances of ‘Twas 
the Night Before Christ-
mas there.

 Chasse said do-
nations have provided 
for the purchase of ad-
ditional lights and she 
has also been granted a 
small budget from the 
Recreation Commission 
to purchase more. 

 And collabo-
ration seems to be par-
amount in her depart-
ment. She is partnering 
with other recreation 
departments for the 
holiday decorating con-
test and with the New 
Durham Public Library 
for the Christmas light-
ed trail event. 

“We do a lot of things 
with the library,” 
Chasse said. 

During the 2019-20 
school year, the two de-
partments held the af-
terschool Spectrum pro-
gram. In the past, Score 
With Reading enabled 
young soccer players to 
write books about their 

BY ELISSA PAQUETTE

Contributing Writer

WOLFEBORO — The 
pressures of COVID-19 
have changed the edu-
cational landscape these 
days. Students in the 
Governor Wentworth 
Regional School District 
are participating in what 
is called the hybrid mod-
el, a program that has 
students divided into 

two groups, scheduled 
for Monday/Tuesday or 
Thursday/Friday class-
es with remote learning 
in between.

With less time togeth-
er in school, students 
are eager to be in class, 
says Lakes Region Tech-
nology Center Principal 
Bruce Farr. 

“Students appreciate 
the efforts of their teach-
ers and staff and are 

showing an outstanding 
commitment to their ed-
ucation,” he adds. 

Scott Meserve’s Preci-
sion Manufacturing stu-
dents are a case in point. 
On Friday, Nov. 20, stu-
dents came outdoors to 
the parking lot to test 
out the pizza oven they 
helped construct, from 
flat metal to final work-
ing oven. Jagger Chesley 
applied his work experi-
ence at the New Durham 
General Store to the 
making and covering of 
rounds of pizza dough 
provided by Chef Pat 
Brideau of the Culinary 
Arts program, as his fel-
low students looked on. 
The oven was hot, and 
it fell to Dylan McKay to 
do the honors of lifting 
completed pizza out for 
quick consumption.

McKay said it took 
most of the semester to 
build the oven from start 
to finish. On Friday, 
they were able to enjoy 
the fruits of their labors.

Precision Manufac-
turing is just one of a 
number of courses of 
instruction that attract 
students to the school 
from area towns within 
and outside of the school 
district, including Moul-
tonborough, Alton, 
Barnstead, Farmington 
and Middleton.

“Everyone needs a 
balanced education,” 

New Durham lights up 
for the holidays

Elissa PaquEttE

Lakes Region Technology Center student, Jagger Chesley, 
prepares a pizza to cook in the metal pizza oven he and his 
Precision Manufacturing classmates recently constructed. 
Chesley credits his work making pizza at the New Durham 
General Store for the efficiency he displayed on Friday, Nov. 
20, as his classmates watched.

LRTC students 
manufacture pizza oven 
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WOLFEBORO – Ohm 
Lifestyle Center in 
Wolfeboro has opened 
the region’s only hyper-
baric oxygen therapy 
chamber, which can be 
used to support athlet-
ic recovery, motor skill 
development, nerve re-
covery and more. The 
hyperbaric oxygen ther-
apy chamber marks the 
latest innovative addi-
tion to Ohm Lifestyle 
Center’s menu of service 
offerings, further estab-
lishing Ohm as the lead-
ing full-service organic 
spa, beauty and wellness 
center in the northeast. 
Ohm’s hyperbaric oxy-
gen therapy chamber, 
which is a complete-
ly no-contact offering, 
provides pressurized, 
nearly-pure oxygen in a 
soft-sided, comfortable, 
one-person chair unit.

“In our pressurized 
hyperbaric chamber, 
which is completely 
no-contact and entire-
ly enclosed, your body 
absorbs into the circu-
latory system resulting 
in higher blood-oxygen 
than normally possi-
ble, providing a host of 
health benefits,” said 
Gayle Washington, Own-
er and Founder, Ohm 
Lifestyle Center. “We 
also offer 100-percent 
oxygen for inhalation 
during the treatment. 
Along with the health 

benefits, because the ox-
ygen permeates the skin, 
the treatment creates a 
feeling of euphoria and 
pure elation. The initial 
response has been in-
credibly positive and we 
cannot wait to introduce 
this new experience to 
more and more clients.”

Hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy allows more ox-
ygen to reach the body’s 
cells, which promotes 
healing, reduces inflam-
mation, and helps the 
body fight infection. Hy-
perbaric oxygen therapy 
has been studied exten-
sively in a clinical set-
ting and has been proven 
to show improvement in 
muscle recovery, fertili-
ty, neuropathy, diabetic 
neuropathy, autism, jet 
lag, muscle and tendon 
injuries, cancer, stroke 
recovery, anxiety and 
depression. Doctors use 
hyperbaric oxygen ther-
apy to treat a variety 
of ailments, including 
wound healing, severe 
anemia, brain injury 
and embolisms. Further, 
recent research indi-
cates hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy can actually re-
verse the aging process.

Demonstrating its 
commitment to innova-
tion, Ohm Lifestyle Cen-
ter also recently opened 
the region’s largest 
therapeutic float room, 
featuring space for two 

people in a sound and 
light-proof, 8x8x8-foot 
space, nearly 11 inches 
of body temperature wa-
ter and more than 1,100 
pounds of Epsom salt. 
Ohm can completely cus-
tomize the experience 
for clients—some may 
want complete silence 
and darkness, while oth-
ers may opt for a variety 
of features, such as in-
corporating light music. 
With adjustable LED 
lighting, Ohm’s float 
cabin boasts a “lagoon” 
feature, which creates 
the effect clients are 
floating beneath a starlit 
sky.

Ohm Lifestyle Cen-
ter is the only establish-
ment in the northeast to 
offer Spinal Reflex Ther-
apy, a cutting-edge clini-
cal massage assessment 
and treatment approach 
in which practitioners 
use a thermal scanner to 
identify and treat exact 
pain points. Ohm Life-
style Center also creat-
ed 38 Senses Massage, 
which combines full 
body massage and a cus-
tom-written, individual-
ized guided meditation.

For more information 
and to book an appoint-
ment, visit www.ohm-
lifestyle.com/.
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$410
DUMPSTERRENTALSFROM

Dumpster Depot Bucks limit 1 per client on rental or pick-up on
any regular priced dumpster. Not valid on roofing, Concrete, or any 
specialty dumpster rental. Cannot be combined with other
offers. Must present coupon at the time of order. Expires 1/30/21.

603-651-9185
Bill Hayes the original handyman 

45 years experience 

Interior and exterior remodeling

Always the best prices and the 
best workmanship for your 

hard earned money. 
• Free estimates 
• Painting interior and exterior 
• Replacement doors and windows
• Deck replacement and repair 
• Bathroom remodels

• Vinyl siding and more. 

One call does it all. 

Ask about my 
winter work special pricing. 

HAYESHAYESHAYES
Maintanance and Repair

Ohm Lifestyle Center introduces region’s only
 hyperbaric oxygen therapy chamber 

Ohm Lifestyle Center in Wolfeboro has installed the region’s only hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
chamber, which can be used to support athletic recovery, motor skill development and nerve 
recovery. The hyperbaric oxygen therapy chamber marks the latest innovative addition to Ohm 
Lifestyle Center’s menu of service offerings, further establishing Ohm as the leading full-service 
organic spa, beauty and wellness center in the northeast. Ohm’s hyperbaric oxygen therapy 
chamber, which is a completely no-contact offering, provides pressurized, nearly-pure oxygen in 
a soft-sided, comfortable, one-person chair unit.

Courtesy

Blessed Bargains 
Thrift Shop 

opens Santa’s 
Gift Shoppe

FARMINGTON — Beginning this Saturday, Nov. 
28, and every Saturday in December, Blessed Bar-
gains Thrift Store will be open from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the First Congregational Church on Main Street. 
They sell an assortment of holiday gifts, household 
items, warm clothing for adults and children, toys, 
books and much more.

Blessed Bargains is located in the basement of the 
church with its entrance from the TD Bank parking 
area.

New this year is Santa’s Gift Shoppe in the Fel-
lowship Hall of the church, featuring Christmas or-
naments, table trees, children’s Christmas books, 
stocking stuffers, dolls and an array of collectibles, 
all at bargain prices.  A hand-made, ceramic Manger 
scene with 15 figures is also on sale.   

The public is invited to drop in to view the many 
displays of Christmas items in the Fellowship Hall 
using the new Community Access Ramp entrance 
off of Pleasant Street.   The First Congregational 
Church is located at 400 Main Street in downtown 
Farmington. 

For more information, go to their Web site:  www.
farmingtonnhucc.org.
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Serving The Farmington And Lakes Region 
Community Since 1953

Representing Providence Mutual Insurance
for over 50 years

Proud Member of Executive 50

603-755-3511
libertyinsurancenh.com

100 Chestnut Hill Rd., Rochester, NH
603-332-5572 • 800-439-3395

www.augerandsons.com

VACUUM CLEANERS  •  SEWING MACHINES

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS
   Sewing Machines

& Sons, Inc.
            Vacuum Cleaners

Since 1935

AUGER

Expert Repairs
Done on Site

We Will NOT be Undersold

STORE HOURS:
Mon. thru Fri. 7am-4pm

Sat. 7am-3pm

SKEHAN HOME CTR
Route 25 East, Center Ossipee, NH

Phone 603-539-5971

HARDWORKING LOW PRICES

NO SALES TAX!

Give Your
Home A Gift

For The 
Holidays!

20% OFF 
ALL IN-STORE ITEMS!

SALE!

NOVEMBER 27TH THRU DECEMBER 12TH

Holiday

Gift Certificates 
Available

PRE-PRiMED TRiMBOaRD / PREssURE TREaTED LUMBER

Open: Fri - Sun 9 - 5    234-6122
COVID Protocol: Masks required and social distancing for ALL!

ROCHESTER — No-
vember is a special time 
of giving thanks, and it 
is also a time when the 
health care communi-
ty recognizes and cele-
brates National Home 
Care, Hospice and Palli-
ative Care Month.

As the Thanksgiving 
holiday approaches, Cor-
nerstone Visiting Nurse 
Association, your local 
nonprofit organization, 
is proud to pay tribute 
to their health care he-
roes who are among the 
millions of nurses, home 
care aides, therapists, 
social workers, provid-
ers and support staff 
working to provide the 
very best in care at home 
for all ages. 

According to the Na-
tional Association for 
Home Care and Hospice, 
“These heroic caregiv-
ers play a central role 
in our health care sys-
tem and in homes across 
the nation. To recognize 
their efforts, we call 
upon all Americans to 
commemorate the pow-
er of caring, both at the 
home and in their local 
communities.”

Due to the current 
pandemic, Julie Reyn-
olds, RN, MS, President/
CEO of Cornerstone 
VNA emphasizes the im-
portance of celebrating 
our home health care 
workers and sharing 
our gratitude, noting 
“We are so fortunate to 
be surrounded by such 
a caring team of health 
care professionals, who 
continue working to-
gether through many 
challenges, and guiding 
each other and their 
patients to ensure their 
health care needs are 

met and individual goals 
are achieved.”

There have been 
many advancements in 
home health services 
over the years, which 
has greatly enhanced 
and improved care for 
patients and their fam-
ilies. Cornerstone VNA 
is able to provide remote 
monitoring of high-risk 
patients through a so-
phisticated Telehealth 
program, and many 
clinicians are certified 
in specialty areas such 
as wound care, ostomy 
care, IV therapy, palli-
ative care, and more, 
which is important for 
treating a variety of 
complex conditions.

Reynolds shares that 
it is an honor and a priv-
ilege to provide home 
care, hospice and palli-
ative care in the home 
where patients feel more 
comfortable and at ease. 
“Based on a patient’s 
home environment and 
caregiver support, our 
clinicians are able to 
make informed deci-
sions and recommenda-
tions for care and safety 
based on each individ-
ual.” Additionally, Cor-
nerstone VNA provides 
private duty services to 
assist individuals and 
family caregivers with 
homemaking services, 
personal care support, 
respite and nursing care.

According to Erika 
Lee, MHA, Advance-
ment Director at Corner-
stone VNA, “We have 
such a wonderful team, 
and when it comes to ex-
pressing our thanks, our 
patients and their fami-
lies are the ones who say 
it best.” 

A hospice family 

member recently wrote, 
‘Having the strength and 
support of your family 
during a difficult time in 
life is something we all 
expect, but having the 
same care, compassion 
and strength from com-
plete strangers is a gift. 
I am very thankful for 
Cornerstone and your 
amazing employees – 
Thank You for all you 
do!’

Visit cornerstonevna.
org/blog to read more 
stories about home care, 
hospice and palliative 
care or call 800-691-1133 
to learn more about 
Cornerstone VNA’s 
award-winning pro-
grams and services.

About Cornerstone 
VNA

Cornerstone VNA is 
a nonprofit home health 
and hospice care pro-
vider, currently serving 
Rockingham, Strafford, 
Belknap and Carroll 
Counties in New Hamp-
shire and York Coun-
ty in Maine. The team 
at Cornerstone VNA 
provides award-win-
ning care and support 
through five distinct 
programs: Home Care, 
Hospice Care, Palliative 
Care, Life Care-Private 
Duty and Community 
Care. For 107 years, Cor-
nerstone VNA has been 
committed to bringing 
services to people of all 
ages so that families can 
stay together at home, 
even when facing the 
challenges of aging, sur-
gical recovery, chronic 
or life-threatening ill-
nesses or end-of-life care. 
To learn more about 
Cornerstone VNA, visit 
www.cornerstonevna.
org or call 800-691-1133.

Giving thanks to our home health heroes

Courtesy

Courtney Whitten, RN and Tom Ellefsen, RN, ADN of Cornerstone VNA.
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OpinionOpinionOpinion

Letters to the Editor
n

The keys to a 
happy holiday 

season
    

It’s official — the holiday season has ar-
rived, with the first big one under our belts.  
Thanksgiving is the perfect segue into Christ-
mas and Hanukkah.  It’s when all of the fall 
decorations, and the dilapidated pumpkins 
get tossed and the candy canes and red and 
whites come out.  Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday has passed, and now it’s time to put 
things into cruise control until the big day 
arrives.  

When we were younger, the holidays 
were magical and fun for most of us, with a 
minimal amount of stress and an abundant 
amount of gifts to those fortunate enough to 
receive any.  As we get older and have fam-
ilies of our own, holidays remain fun, as we 
pour that magic into making our own fami-
ly’s holidays memorable.  

Despite our current situation, holiday spir-
its remain high.  Taking a drive around town, 
decorations are popping up every day.  The 
night sky serves as the perfect backdrop for 
flashing holiday lights.  Many people have 
started to decorate historically early, as a 
way to bring some sense of normalcy and pos-
itivity to others.  

It may be difficult this season; however, try 
to do something creative to make someone’s 
holiday one they can remember, something 
they don’t expect.  When you take the time to 
essentially play Santa Claus, the joy you get 
back is tenfold.  

As for relieving stress, don’t put too many 
expectations onto yourself and respect your 
own limits.  You don’t have to do everything, 
you can delegate.  As for shopping, you can 
find just about anything online, even from lo-
cal shops making gift buying easier.  If shop-
ping isn’t your thing, hand out gift cards with 
a handwritten letter.  

Throughout the season, take in the lights 
and remember to take in the holiday spirit of 
those around you.  Go for a walk in the snow 
and listen to how quiet everything is.  Begin 
and end each day with something you find 
enjoyable.  We find that watching holiday 
movies, eating sugar cookies, drinking hot 
chocolate and listening to holiday music re-
ally can be uplifting.   “A Christmas Carol,” 
while a bit creepy at times, does put things 
into perspective.  If you haven’t read the book 
in a while or watched the movie, now is the 
time.  

No, things won’t look as they normally do 
this season.  With that said, people through-
out history have turned lemons into lemon-
ade.  This season it’s especially important to 
support local small businesses, many who 
now offer items online.  Throughout this sea-
son, let’s all focus on lifting each other up as 
this pandemic eventually will take its place 
in history.  

In the words of Hamilton Wright Mabie, 
“Blessed is the season which engages the 
whole world in a conspiracy of love.”

Courtesy

Brewster students donate to End 68 Hours of Hunger
Brewster Academy students present End 68 Hours of Hunger board members with a donation from recently held fundrais-
er. Pictured (l to r): Jan Brooks, Carol Simpson, Kai Jacobs, David Moreno-Perez, Evan Lewis. End 68 Hours of Hunger 
is a non-profit volunteer organization providing weekend food support to preschool through grade 6 students in GWRSD 
communities. 

LETTERS FROM EDWIN

 I can’t remem-
ber ever seeing my fa-
ther drive a standard 
shift car.  I’m sure that 
he could because he 
was driving way before 
automatics came out.  I 
was too small to remem-
ber much of the Hudson 
Hornet that he had when 
I was born, and the next 
car was a ‘58 Rambler 
station wagon as he was 
then a family man.  It 
had a push button trans-
mission.  Pretty cool.  
My father liked modern 
new things.  You would 
usually find the new-
est RonCo gadget at our 
house.  They’d rarely get 
used and eventually get 
disposed of.

 My godfather 
drove standards though.  
He had a Studebaker 
sport model when my 
father had the Hornet.  
These were the cars that 
they had bought after 
returning home from 
World War II.  My uncle 
had a fancy Mercury.  
Each one would defend 
their choices in get to-
gether conversations 
over coffee and cakes.

 The first time 
I ever got behind the 
wheel I must have been 
four or five.  We used to 
regularly go to the cem-
etery to take care of the 
flowers on the graves 
of relatives.  It was fun 
to run down the aisles.  
One day, my father took 

me in his lap and let me 
steer the car as we were 
heading toward the exit.  
We were only going 
about one mile per hour, 
but I was totally flabber-
gasted.  I got to drive the 
car!  I wished for a re-
turn opportunity every 
time we went to the cem-
etery, one never arose.  

 Every year, we 
would go for a vacation 
on the last two weeks in 
August.  For a number of 
years we would rent this 
old camp that had an out-
house and a hand pump 
in the kitchen for water.  
That was the most won-
derful place in the world 
to go for a vacation.  It 
was on a lake and we 
could do all kinds of fun 
water things all day, ev-
ery day for two weeks.  
Except for an hour after 
eating.  So we used to go 
for walks or shoot my 
gun.  Or both.

 Early every 
morning, I would go 
with my father into town 
to pick up a newspaper 
and any other things we 
might need.  We’d then 
come home and cook 
breakfast on the wood 
cook stove which heated 
up the place nicely so the 
girls had a warm place to 
arise into.

 When I was fif-
teen, my father handed 
me the keys and allowed 
me to drive in to town 
and back.  I wasn’t even 

old enough for a learn-
er’s permit, but those 
back country roads 
didn’t have any traffic 
to speak of and I cer-
tainly was very careful.  
Thanks Dad.

 The first day of 
school I took a detour 
into town and spent the 
afternoon applying for 
jobs.  I needed one so that 
I could save money for 
driver’s school.  I would 
soon be sixteen and able 
to get a learner’s per-
mit.  Things that I would 
need if I were ever to get 
a chance to borrow the 
family car.

 Once I had my 
permit, I was now legal 
to drive so my father 
would take me out and 
show me stuff.  In those 
times, parking lots were 
wide open, not full of is-
lands the barriers like 
they are today.  So when 
a parking lot got three or 
four inches of snow on 
it, you could go and prac-
tice with your car and 
actually experience how 
it would respond under 
extreme circumstances.  
Thanks again Dad.

 My godfather 
took me out too.  He had 
a Chevy with a straight 
six and a three speed 
on the column.  There 
were no floor shifts back 
then.  He showed me 
how to use a clutch and 
start on hills.  At one 
point we were stopped 

at this intersection on a 
hill.  I broke a tire loose 
and burned rubber all 
around the corner.  I 
apologized.  He said it 
was OK.

 When it came 
time for me to go driving 
with my driving instruc-
tor, he quickly realized 
and commented “You’ve 
been driving?”  I nodded 
yes and he just sort of re-
laxed and got to teaching 
me all sorts of things, 
like parallel parking.

 A few years 
back, I was playing a 
gig with a band on the 
seacoast.  After unload-
ing my equipment at the 
club, I went to park my 
car and found this very 
small space, obviously 
bypassed by everyone 
else.  I thought I could do 
it, so I pulled up and got 
things lined up.  There 
was a group of young 
folks walking toward me 
as I made my attempt.  
I zipped in and parked 
with one easy swoop.  
The kids were so im-
pressed that they gave 
me a standing ovation as 
I exited the car.  

 Many thanks to 
all the teachers in my 
life.

E.TwasTE 
CorrEspondEnCE 

wElComE aT
 EdwinTwasTE@

gmail.Com

To the Editor:
  When I recalled my 

life living under 13 Pres-
idents, whose leadership 
started with Truman, 
the beginning will not be 
unlike what Biden faces 
on Jan. 20, 2021. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 
kept Harry S Truman 
out of the loop, he was 
not aware of the Man-
hattan Project, nor the 
status of the US troops, 
fighting to end the sec-
ond world war. Truman 
faced a congress run 
by Republicans as well 
as a Senate of the same 
party all of whom did 
not care for him. But, he 
like Biden, had the skills 

to bring people togeth-
er for compromise and 
thus got a mountain of 
needed projects passed 
for the good of the coun-
try and the world, by the 
end of his eight years be-
hind the resolute desk. 
Unlike Truman, Biden 
faces forces that want 
to obstruct the good he 
wants to do for the coun-
try in order to heal from 
the past four years.

  There is however 
one big difference, the 
Republican party of Tru-
man’s era were reason-
able people, and would 
work for the best interest 
of America and in fact 
the world, they put aside 

the financial gains for 
themselves, that we see 
in their political party 
of today pure greed. The 
party that is under the 
spell of President #45, 
which has somehow per-
suaded themselves that 
he is a demigod who can 
do no wrong, thus need 
not be held to account 
for anything he does, 
including breaking the 
oath he took to uphold, 
and defend the Constitu-
tion. Namely the emol-
ument clause added to 
that document by the 
founding fathers was put 
there for the sole pur-
pose to keep corruption 
at bay, so bribery, was 

not a give and take affair. 
A thing of value was not 
exchanged between in-
dividuals or Governing 
Foreign States for power 
or purpose, that would 
be of a nefarious nature. 
The President was im-
peached for his violation 
of this clause. Be it true 
his worshippers in the 
senate refused to obey 
their oath to the Con-
stitution by acquitting 
him, hence all becoming 
accomplices to his crime 
of bribery (which failed) 
as was defined under the 
emolument’s clause be-
cause of a few good loyal-
ists to the Constitution. 
The Senate Republicans 

claimed they did not see 
the proof, yet it was right 
in front of them to exam-
ine. We the people spoke 
to this sad affair on Nov. 
3. When it was our turn 
to address the misdeeds 
of #45.

   I think it amazing 
that as plain as the nos-
es on #45 ’s supporters’ 
faces, that they cannot 
accept, despite #45 mess-
ing with the U S mail, as 
well as actually cheating 
the system, by trying 
to slow down delivery 
of legally cast votes, he 
still lost, seems to me 
they thought they had it 
in the bag. When in fact 
they got caught before 

the election day arrived. 
To call this election a 
fraud is absolutely true, 
it was committed on the 
American people by (t)
RUMP. So, when he says 
it’s a scam, he’s correct 
not only did he commit-
ted the scam, he refuses 
to except his cheating 
did not work. Remember 
he projects onto others 
that which he himself 
does. What a baby cry-
ing in the wind, he lost, 
get over it.

John Q hEndErson 
BarnsTEad

Teachers 

Baby crying in the wind



BY VIVIAN LEE DION

Contributing Writer

This summer, I no-
ticed a big robin in the 
front yard. I think it 
was an American Robin 
because he had a bright 
red breast, and was quite 
large.  He was doing what 
robins do – searching 
for food.  He appeared 
quite confident bobbing 
around the lawn hunting 
for worms, caterpillars 
and other things.  He 
pranced a few feet, stop 
and then started the rou-
tine over again. It was 
quite a show all summer 
long but as the weather 
became cooler and au-
tumn leaves changed 
to orange and gold Mr. 
Robin’s daily routine 
changed.  Perhaps this 
was due to the drought 
and lack of worms.  He 
began walking timidly 
on the deck railing.  He 
was looking for suet that 
had dropped from the 
feeder.

Just like my family, 
we changed our habits 
to conserve water.  My 
daily shower became a 
“skip a day” here and 
there.  Less flushing of 
the toilet, and a signifi-
cant drop in the water-
ing the garden helped 
conserve water.  I’m sure 
the water pump and well 
water liked the brief re-
spite. My dwarf Alberta 
spruce developed a gray-

ish green hue around the 
crown of the tree, and 
I’m hoping it will sur-
vive the harsh winter 
weather.

Mr. Robin continued 
walking on the deck rail-
ing, and very nervously 
paused under the block 
of suet.  We watched him 
every day, inching clos-
er to the suet feeder, and 
then it happened.  He 
flew on top of the suet, 
and very awkwardly 
poked around the feed-
er.  Instead of bobbing 
around on the ground, 
Mr. Robin wobbled on 
the top of the suet block 
and successfully ate a 
few bites of suet.  His 
stance was precarious, 
and several times I 
thought he would tum-
ble over.  

I talked with my hus-
band, Ray, and we got 
an idea.  I searched the 
yard for a long, straight 
branch, and duck taped 
it four inches under-
neath the feeder.  We 
waited.  The robin kept 
going on top of the caged 
suet feeder, and again 
almost lost his balance.  
But, on the second day 
there was success.  He 
perched on the branch, 
stretched his neck, and 
got a big mouthful of 
suet.  We then became 
worried about the wood-
peckers because they 
love the suet, too.  But, 
Mr. Robin knew enough 

not to infringe on the 
woodpeckers bounty.  
He waited patiently, and 
then hopped up on the 
lower branch.  I guess he 
knew his pecking order 
because there was nev-
er a fight between the 
birds.

The robin was hap-
py with this situation 
for six weeks.  He came 
to the feeder everyday.  
Then as the days start-
ed getting much cooler I 
wondered if he was over-
staying his welcome.  
Shouldn’t he be flying 
south?  When Ray talked 
with the bird expert in 
Gilford, he learned two 
things: Robins routinely 
feed on suet.  And, some 
robins stay here all win-
ter.  Guess you are never 
too old to learn some-
thing new.  Bird watch-
ing is an adventure in 

nature, and the follow-
ing quote by bird lover 
Kathi Hutton expressed 
my sentiments exactly: 
“I don’t feed the birds be-

cause they need me; I 
feed the birds because I 
need them.” 

  

 Vivian Lee Dion of 
New Durham is a writ-
er and speaker and can  
be reached at windyhol-
low@metrocast.net 

“I’ve got an ermine in 
my woodpile,” said the 
voice from far away, and 
I instantly wished I had 
one in mine too. It made 
me want to go out and 
check---weasels are that 
fast, and I have several 
woodpiles, six, I think. 
Hey, wait a minute here-
--I just might very well 
hopefully have six wea-
sels. Think of it! A six-
pack of weasels!

 
In fact, weasels are 

so fast that one minute 
there is no weasel there, 
and then all of a sud-
den, there is. You blink 
once, twice, maybe rub 
your eyes, and still right 
there, looking right at 
you with those two little 
eyes, is a weasel.

 
I’ve somehow always 

thought that a weasel’s 
eyes could bore two tiny 
holes straight through 
a massive block of ice. 

When I say “massive,” 
I mean, say, the size of 
a house, one of those 
Canadian ones with the 
four roofs. That one.

 
“Weasel” is fun to say, 

like “ratchet,” which 
somehow leads to an-
other fun one, “torque.” 
Most people, including 
me, have utterly no idea 
what “torque” means. 
“Metric” is all the rage 
right now, as in “I don’t 
see how that fits with my 
metric.” Yesterday’s fa-
vorite, “takes up all the 
oxygen,” is so, well, yes-
terday. It is right there 
in the slag-heap with 
“pushing the envelope” 
and “gone missing.”

 
A far-flung neighbor 

told me this amazing 
story, in which a wea-
sel, unaided and unabet-
ted and all by his lone-
some, exploited a small 
opening in this man’s 
chicken-wire fence and 
proceeded to commit 
atrocities and mayhem 
within the flock, and 
when this man went out 
to see what the commo-
tion was, there was this 
weasel, leaning up casu-
ally against a fencepost, 
picking its tiny little 
teeth. However, people 
later told me that this 
man sometimes stretch-
es the truth. 

 
An ermine is a weasel 

in its winter coat. Why 
we honor the weasel 
with a change of name in 
all this I don’t know. We 
don’t do the same for the 
snowshoe hare, so it’s 
not fair. But what would 
we call it? “Rabbit” is al-
ready taken. How about 
“Big Mean Aggressive 
Kick-Your-Dog-To-Piec-
es Snowshoe Hare?” No, 
too clumsy. 

 
An ermine is death 

on mice, which is why 
savvy people like to 
have them around. A 
little treat hidden here 
and there will often do 
the trick. Like a Cana-
da (grey) jay, they will 
sometimes take food 
from your fingers.

 
Canada jays really 

shouldn’t be grouped 
with weasels, except in 
the proffered food ac-
ceptance category. They 
have not yet appeared at 
my feeders, but as sure 
as Deep Winter is com-
ing, so are the Canada 
jays.

 
That’s when they 

show up, when they’re 
having hard times at 
higher elevations or up 
across the line there in 
Canada. We have our 
own grey jays, which 

you can see in higher 
elevations in Lancaster 
and Kilkenny and Jef-
ferson and Columbia 
and Pittsburg, and then 
a bit later in the winter 
we get these Canada jays 
that are actually from 
Canada. You can tell, 
because they have this 
little accent circonflexe, 
like this (^) above their 
beaks, and whenever 
there’s a parade they’ll 
inevitably haul out the 
Canadian colors.

 
Scientists are trying 

to figure out how Can-
ada jays are able to fly, 
same as bumblebees, 
which are not supposed 
to get off the ground on 
account of not enough 
lift. They have these 
big, bumbly bodies (the 
bumblebees), but really, 
if you apply the scientif-
ic method, not enough 
wing-surface or power 
to become airborne from 
relatively short run-
ways.

 
There are many 

names for the Cana-
da jay, such as the al-
ready-mentioned grey 
jay, and Whisky Jack, 
which carries capital let-
ters because I’ve always 
seen it that way.

 
And then there’s the 

best, in my book, “Camp 

Robber,” and they will, 
too. Crime magazines 
are full of stories, and 
they’re all true, too, 
about Canada jays flying 
off with all sorts of stuff 
from innocent victims’ 
campsites, even cab-
ins, and those little egg-
shaped ergo-trailers that 
sleep two people who are 
really thin.

 
There is only anecdot-

al evidence of this kind 
of thievery, of course, 
but some of the attempt-
ed thefts have bordered 
on the colossal. In one 
account, two grey jays 
(Canada Jay, Camp Rob-
ber, Whisky Jack, and 
let’s not forget his part-

ner in crime, Whisky 
Jill) tried to fly off with 
an entire cast-iron fry-
pan containing a quarter 
of a pound of bacon (Ca-
nadian, of course), but 
they attempted takeoff 
with the wind instead of 
against it, and crashed 
when they ran out of 
runway. In true bush-fly-
ing tradition, the pitiful 
wreckage will be there, 
like, forever.

 
(Please address mail, 

with phone numbers 
in case of questions, 
to campguyhooligan@
gmail.com or 386 South 
Hill Rd., Colebrook, NH 
03576.)
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18 Union Street, Wolfeboro, NH 03894
P:(603) 569-5005  F:(603) 569-5007  E: kurt@devylderlaw.com

www.devylderlaw.com
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Handy Dad
fixes things.

Leave a
message
and play

telephone tag.

Gunnar 
269-3616

FIX IT!

Weasels and weasel-words, with apologies to the weasels

By John harrigan

Columnist

North Country Notebook

Courtesy

A short-tailed weasel out and about in an ermine’s coat poked 
its nose out a convenient hole at the Irwin farm. (Photo by 
Roger Irwin, Guildhall, Vt.)

Helping a determined robin  



ALTON — Alton 
Police Department re-
sponded to 132 calls for 
service during the week 
of Nov. 15-21, including 6 
arrests.

-1 Male Subject was 
arrested for Stalking & 
Default or Breach of Bail 
Conditions.

-1 Female Subject was 
arrested on a Warrant.

-1 Male Subject was 
arrested on a Warrant.

-1 Male Subject was 
arrested for Simple As-
sault & Resisting Arrest 
or Detention

-1 Male Subject was 
arrested for Driving Af-
ter Revocation or Sus-
pension.

-1 Male Subject was 
arrested for Violation 
of Protective Orders & 
Stalking.

There were 3 Motor 
Vehicle Accidents.

There were 4 Suspi-
cious Person/Activity 
Reports on (2) Wolfeboro 
Highway, Spokies Way 
& Main Street.

There were 2 Thefts 
reported on Coffin Brook 
Road & Hermit Road.

Police made 12 Motor 
Vehicle Stops and han-
dled 5 Motor Vehicle 
Complaint-Incidents.

There were 106 other 
calls for services that 
consisted of the follow-
ing:  1 Public Hazard, 1 
Neighborhood Dispute, 
2 Assist Fire Depart-
ment, 1 Employment 
Fingerprinting, 5 Assist 
Other Agencies, 1 Pis-
tol Permit Application, 
2 Animal Complaints, 
1 Domestic Complaint, 
5 General Assistance, 1 
Missing Adult, 3 Alarm 

Activations, 1 Lost/
Found Property, 2 High-
way/Roadway Hazards, 
4 General Information, 
2 Vehicle ID Checks, 1 
Harassment, 2 Civil Mat-
ters, 2 Wellness Checks, 
1 Dispute, 42 Directed 
Patrols, 2 Follow-Up Re-
porting, 5 Medical As-
sists, 17 Property Checks 
& 2 Paperwork Services.

“Light Up Alton” 
Event

Holiday House Deco-
rating Contest

& Business Decorat-
ing Contest

Let’s make the season 
bright by bringing holi-
day spirit to Alton.  

For Residents: The 
Alton Parks and Rec-
reation Department is 
sponsoring a Holiday 
House Decorating Con-

test.  The contest is open 
to homes within the Al-
ton and Alton Bay zip 
codes (03809 & 03810).  
For an Entry Form 
and Contest Rules go to 
www.alton.nh.gov or 
contact Alton Parks and 
Recreation at 875-0109 or 
parksrec@alton.nh.gov. 

FOR BUSINESSES/
Nonprofits: The ABA is 
sponsoring the Business 
Decorating Contest.  For 

Business Entries, email 
your pictures to the 
ABA info@altonbusines-
sassociation.com or post 
on the ABA/Alton Parks 
& Recreation Facebook 
Event Page, be sure to 
include your business 
name! 

Judging will take 
place December 9-10, 
2020.   Prizes will be 
awarded to category 
winners for both Resi-
dents and Businesses! 
Winners will be an-
nounced on December 
11, 2020.  Categories 
for prizes are: People’s 
Choice (Facebook Vote); 
Most Holiday Spirit; Cre-
ative Use of Lights; and 
Best Main Street Loca-
tion.  Happy decorating 
Alton and THANK YOU 
for joining us in bring-
ing festive cheer to our 
community. 

 PORTRAITS • WEDDINGS • SCENICS • EVENTS

Matthew Fassett
53 Suncook Valley Rd.
Alton, NH 03809

phone: 603-393-7336
email: matfassett@gmail.com

ALTON — If it crawls, 
slithers, flies, bites, 
stings, or eats your prop-
erty, then, as Ryan Theil, 
president

of A-1 Exterminators, 
Nashua, explained to 
members of the Alton 
Centennial Rotary Club 
at its weekly zoom meet-
ing, “We can solve your 
problem.” 

Theil continued his 
talk warning all to be 
wary of ticks, all ticks, 
because they carry more 
than just Lyme disease, 

and if you should get bit 
by one, to seal it in a zip 
top bag and if later you 
are ill a week or two

later, to bring the 
tick with you to your 
doctor for a diagnosis. 
Other advice included 
when buying mulch, 
be sure to buy it from 
a local source because 
mulch from out of state 
is likely to include eggs, 
lava and other unwanted 
vermin or insects. 

He strongly suggested 
it’s a good idea to have 

an exterminator check 
your property and land 
surrounding your home 
three to four times each 
year. A-1 Exterminators 
is a pest control service 
servicing both residen-
tial and commercial 
businesses. It’s a family 

owned company, and has 
been in business serv-
ing the Lakes Region 
for more than 60 years. 
Whether it’s a single 
family home, multi-fami-
ly residence, or any prop-
erty that has a problem 
with bed bugs, mosqui-

tos, ants, termites or a 
need for wildlife control, 
your best bet for getting 
ahead of the problems, 
and protect your prop-
erty  against serious 
damage caused by pests, 
you should team-up with 
a company that special-

izes  in pest control. To 
contact A-1 Extermina-
tors, see: a1extermina-
tors.com.

  For information on 
membership in Rotary, 
contact Duane Ham-
mond at 569-3745.

 

ROCHESTER — Cor-
nerstone VNA, a local 
nonprofit provider of 
high-quality, skilled 
care at home, is pleased 
to welcome their new-
est medical provider to 
their Palliative Care, Al-
exa Gordon MSN, FNP-
BC, APRN, Nurse Prac-
titioner. According to 
Christine Dumont, NP, 
MSN, APRN, Palliative 
Care Manager, “We are 
thrilled to announce that 
Alexa has joined our Pal-
liative Care Program.  
Alexa brings with her 
years of experience that 
will benefit our patients 
and their family mem-
bers in our community.”

Gordon received her 
degree in nursing from 
Simmons College in 2006 

and graduated as Nurse 
Practitioner in 2011. 

According to Gordon, 
“I went to nursing school 
because I wanted to help 
people and improve 
their quality of life.” 

Gordon worked as an 
RN at Frisbie Memorial 
Hospital (FMH) on the 
coronary care unit for 
five years before return-
ing to school to obtain 
her master’s degree. She 
then worked for three 
years in Massachusetts 
before returning to FMH 
in the geriatric psychia-
try department. 

She adds, “I came to 
Cornerstone VNA to fo-
cus on person-centered 
care, and to be able to 

work with patients in 
their own environments 
[home], and help them 
define and meet their 
goals of care.”

Julie Reynolds, RN, 
MS, President/CEO, 
adds, “We are very ex-
cited to have Alexa join 
our growing team of Pal-
liative Care specialists. 
Her experience in cardi-
ology and geriatrics will 
enhance our ability to 
manage our aging popu-
lation and their health-
care needs at home.”

Cornerstone VNA is 
a nonprofit organiza-
tion currently serving 
Rockingham, Strafford, 
Belknap and Carroll 
Counties in New Hamp-
shire and York Coun-

ty in Maine. The team 
at Cornerstone VNA 
provides award-win-
ning care and support 
through five distinct 
programs: Home Care, 
Hospice Care, Palliative 
Care, Life Care-Private 
Duty and Community 
Care. For 107 years, Cor-
nerstone VNA has been 
committed to bringing 
services to people of all 
ages so that families can 
stay together at home, 
even when facing the 
challenges of aging, sur-
gical recovery, chronic 
or life-threatening ill-
nesses or end-of-life care. 
To learn more about 
Cornerstone VNA, visit 
www.cornerstonevna.
org or call 800-691-1133.
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Showroom Hours: Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-1
Evenings by Appointment

www.kitchensofwolfeboronh.com • 569-3565

Fred Varney Company
KITCHENS AND BATHROOMS

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN WOLFEBORO
Located on Center & Grove Streets 

(Directly behind the General Wolf Laundry)

HIGHEST PRICES PAID
All US and foreign silver and gold coins, estate jewelry, 

scrap gold, diamonds. Free oral appraisals. 
NORTH COUNTRY COINS. 

Main St., Plymouth, NH 536-2625.

WE DO IT ALL
WELL DRILLING        PUMP SYSTEMS

FILTERS

Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

Alexa Gordon

Cornerstone VNA welcomes Alexa Gordon

Alton Police log

Professional exterminator addresses Rotary Club

ALTON — The Alton 
Business Association is 
happy to announce the 
Second Annual Alton 
Festival of Trees! 

Participating busi-
nesses/organizations/
residents will register 
and “donate” a tree, 
decked out with all 
the trimmings of their 
choosing (think holiday 
theme or business-re-
lated items)! Businesses 
will display the tree in 
their place of business 
(inside or outside), and 

post photos of it to the 
ABA Facebook event 
page. Residents will do 
the same and take pic-
tures and/or video and 
post to this event page. 
For those not on Face-
book, photos with de-
scription can be emailed 
to info@altonbusines-
sassociation.com.  To 
register, please email 
the ABA or complete the 
registration form on our 
website, www.altonbusi-
nessassocation.com.

The trees will be raf-

fled off and tickets are 
available for $1 each per 
tree entry.  Raffle tick-
ets can be purchased at 
select tree locations or 
on our website. Partici-
pants enter for a chance 
to win their favorite 
tree(s) or wreath(s). Pro-
ceeds from the raffle will 
benefit the Alton Com-
munity Services Mrs. 
Santa Fund. At the end 
of the event, each of the 
trees will be given to the 
raffle winners.  Winners 
are responsible for pick-
ing up the tree from the 

sponsor.  

We’ll also ask our 
community to vote for 
a “Community Favor-
ite” tree. (How cool was 
last year’s winner from 
the Alton Police Asso-
ciation!!) At the end of 
the event, our partici-
pating businesses and 
residents will have made 
the season brighter, and 
supported a great local 
cause.

ABA hosting virtual 
Festival of Trees

Alton Parks and 
Recreation Connection



Carol Bickford
 
MEREDITH — After 

37 years, Carol Bickford, 
the Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Retail Lending 
Officer for Meredith 
Village Savings Bank 
(MVSB), Merrimack 
County Savings Bank 
(the Merrimack) and 
Savings Bank of Walpole 
(SBW) is retiring. Bick-
ford currently stewards 
the mortgage and per-
sonal lending programs 
for all three banks. Her 
last working day is Dec. 
18.

 
Bickford joined the 

MVSB lending team in 
1983 and quickly moved 
up through the ranks. 
She was promoted to 
Senior Vice President 
of Retail Lending at 
MVSB in 2009; and was 
promoted to include the 
Merrimack in 2014, and 
again to include Savings 
Bank of Walpole in 2019. 
She has been a valued 
member of the senior 
level staff for over fifteen 
years.

 
Bickford’s success is 

attributed to her quick 
understanding and as-
sessment of New Hamp-
shire’s unique home 
market. As a community 
banker, she has led her 
team to become experts 
in the region, helping 

them appreciate the 
challenges and rewards 
of building, buying and 
owning a home local-
ly. The highly skilled 
mortgage specialists of 
MVSB, the Merrimack 
and SBW offer personal, 
tailored support that fit 
individual needs. They 
specialize in first-time 
home-buying, construc-
tion lending and second 
homes. They also man-
age many partnerships 
with an array of vendors 
and businesses involved 
in the home buying pro-
cess.

 
“For almost four de-

cades, Carol’s leadership 
in our residential lend-
ing area has been a cor-
nerstone to the success 
of our company, making 
thousands of dreams 
come true with home 
ownership in our state,” 
said Rick Wyman, Pres-
ident of Meredith Vil-
lage Savings Bank. “Her 
leadership and service 
has made us stronger 
and better through the 
years. Carol will be very 
missed, and we wish her 
the best in retirement.”

 
“It has been an abso-

lute honor to spend my 
banking career at such 
a remarkable organi-
zation,” said Bickford. 
“Our three banks have 
each recorded a signifi-
cant amount of success 
over the past 150 years. 
I am deeply fortunate to 
have worked with such 
incredible colleagues 
and have been bless-
ed to connect with so 
many people over the 
years. Now I’m looking 
forward to many new 
experiences with family 

and friends and opportu-
nities that will allow me 
to continue making a dif-
ference.”

 
Carol Bickford is a 

member of the Mort-
gage Market Committee 
for American Bankers 
Association. She also 
previously served on 
the Mortgage Commit-
tee for New Hampshire 
Bankers, and was a 
Board Member of Lakes 
Region Community De-
velopers (formerly La-
conia Area Community 
Land Trust) as well as 
the Lakes Region Unit-
ed Way. She has also 
been involved with sev-
eral past projects with 
the Town of Meredith, 
including an update of 
the town’s Master Plan. 
Bickford attended New 
Hampshire College for 
business and is a gradu-
ate of the ABA Graduate 
School of Banking at the 
Tuck School of Business 
at Dartmouth College.

 
Unlike stock banks 

which focus on driv-
ing income to their 
stock-holders, Meredith 
Village Savings Bank, 
Merrimack County Sav-

ings Bank and Savings 
Bank of Walpole are mu-
tual savings banks that 
operate expressly for the 
benefit of their deposi-
tors, borrowers and sur-
rounding communities. 
As a result, each bank 
has remained steadfast 
in fostering the econom-
ic health and well-being 
of their communities, 
prioritizing the values of 
accountability, mutual-
ity, excellence, respect, 
integrity, teamwork and 
stewardship in all mat-
ters of business and ser-
vice. 

 
Founded in 1869, Mer-

edith Village Savings 
Bank has been serv-
ing people, businesses, 
non-profits and munici-
palities of Seacoast, Cen-
tral and Lakes Region of 
NH for over 150 years. To 
learn more, visit any of 
their local branch offices 
in Alton, Ashland, Cen-
ter Harbor, Gilford, La-
conia, Meredith, Moul-
tonborough, Plymouth, 
Portsmouth or Wolfe-
boro, call 800.922.6872 or 
visit mvsb.com.

 
Founded in 1867, 

Merrimack County 

Savings Bank has been 
serving the people, busi-
nesses, non-profits and 
municipalities in cen-
tral and southern New 
Hampshire for over 150 
years. The Merrimack 
was voted “Best Bank” 
by the Capital Area’s 
People’s Preferences 
for the 10th consecutive 
year in 2020. To learn 
more, visit any of their 
local offices in Bow, 
Concord, Contoocook, 
Hooksett and Nashua, 
call 800.541.0006 or vis-
it themerrimack.com.

 
Founded in 1875, Sav-

ings Bank of Walpole is 
headquartered in Wal-
pole and serves the Con-
necticut River Valley 
and Monadnock Regions 
of New Hampshire and 
Vermont from offices 
in Walpole and Keene. 
With assets totaling $460 
million, the Bank offers 
a wide range of finan-
cial products, including 
services to individuals, 
businesses and organiza-
tions. For more informa-
tion call 603.352.1822 or 
visit walpolebank.com.

 
New Hampshire Mu-

tual Bancorp, a shared 

services organization, 
was formed in 2013 
when two New Hamp-
shire-based community 
banks, Meredith Village 
Savings Bank and Mer-
rimack County Savings 
Bank, formally affiliated 
– the first relationship of 
its kind in the state. This 
strategic partnership 
has positioned the banks 
to leverage each other’s 
strengths as they work 
together to advance a 
shared vision of main-
taining and enhancing 
community banking 
standards and values. 
MillRiver Wealth Man-
agement joined as a 
third affiliate in 2015, 
combining the financial 
advisory divisions of 
MVSB and the Merri-
mack. Savings Bank of 
Walpole joined NHMB 
in 2018. In 2020, Mill-
River Wealth Manage-
ment affiliated with the 
New Hampshire Trust 
Company and Savings 
Bank of Walpole Wealth 
Management to be-
come NHTrust. NHMB 
combined assets total 
more than $2.8 billion. 
For more information, 
visit nhmutual.com.

WOLFEBORO — A 
family-friendly 24-seat 
brewpub in downtown 
Wolfeboro that features 
rotating beers and a 
full food menu, Burnt 
Timber Brewing & Tav-
ern recently released 
a new cider and ale. 
 
“Sapsaicin” is a smoked 

habanero maple bour-
bon barrel aged cider 
and represents the latest 
in Burnt Timber’s small 
batch cider series.” 
 
“We took habaneros 
from friend Kyle Clark’s 
pepper emporium in 
Pittsfield, smoked them 
in-house and blended 

them into a tincture 
with maple syrup,” said 
Owner Eddie Michno. 
“We then added it into 
cider aging in our ma-
ple bourbon oak barrel.” 
 
The ale, “How ‘Bout 
Them Smoked Ap-
ples,” is made from 
100 pounds of apples 

from Cooper Farms 
in West Paris, Maine. 
 
“We cored and sliced the 
apples and then smoked 
them,” said Michno. “We 
then added the smoked 
apples to the kettle and 
fermented this beau-
ty with kveik yeast.” 
 

The ale also includes 
clove and allspice. 
 
“It’s a perfect ale for this 
time of year,” he add-
ed. “We like to come up 
with new flavor profiles 
that are as approachable 
as they are fun, and I 
think we did that with 
these two offerings.” 

 
To learn more about 
Burnt Timber Brew-
ing & Tavern, located 
at 96 Lehner St., Wolfe-
boro, visit burnttimber-
tavern.com.

= W O L F E B O R O 
— Wolfeboro’s commu-
nity theater, The Village 
Players, is hoping that 
this year’s holiday sea-
son annual appeal will 
bring in funds to help 
cover expenses for the 
coming year. With the 
COVID pandemic, the 
Village Players had to 
shut down their onstage 
productions and classic 
movie showings. The or-
ganization is fortunate 
to own their wonderful 
old building on Glen-
don Street and also to 
have received an emer-
gency relief fund grant, 
much of which will go 
to a COVID-related up-
grade of the HVAC sys-

tem.  But with this year’s 
loss of income, there is a 
great need for funds to 
maintain the building 
and to prepare to bring 
back live theater as soon 
as possible. 

The Village Players 
know this has been a 
tough year for many 
in our community, but 
asks those who are able 
to consider making a 
donation to The Village 
Players, and to other 
arts organizations in our 
area. Any amount, large 
or small is welcome. Do-
nors can mail a check to 
PO Box 770, Wolfeboro, 
NH 03894 or give online 
at village-players.com.
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Village Players launch appeal for donations

Courtesy

While The Village Players wait to get back on stage, they hope donors will give to their Annual Appeal.

Burnt Timber Brewing & Tavern 
releases new cider  and ale

Carol Bickford retires after 37 years 
Supporting Local Mutual Banks

LACONIA — Belk-
nap House received a 
generous grant award 
from the Bishop’s Char-
itable Assistance Fund 
(BCAF). The grant will 
provide additional tech-
nology, enabling fami-
lies access to agencies 
and educational oppor-
tunities. Belknap House 
will be able to further 
expand its capacity for 
parents to connect and 
collaborate with social 
services and support 
systems. Our shelter 
programs and case man-
agement, work direct-

ly toward empowering 
homeless families to be-
come self-sufficient. 

Significant changes 
have taken place since 
the onset of the pan-
demic. Parent meetings 
with agency personnel 
and education classes, 
some of which were held 
at Belknap House, are 
now accessed remote-
ly. Through their grant 
award, the Board of the 
BCAF recognized the 
importance for parents 
to maintain consistent 
connections with sup-

port services, in order to 
make progress on their 
goals toward re-housing. 
Belknap House staff and 
families extend heartfelt 
gratitude to the BCAF.

Belknap House is the 
only family-centered 
shelter in Belknap Coun-
ty providing homeless 
families safe shelter and 
case management. 

Paula Ferenc, Exec-
utive Director shares, 
“Our goal is to provide 
safe shelter enabling 
families to first feel safe 

and stabilized when they 
arrive. Then parents 
are ready to collaborate 
with case management. 
Together they develop a 
plan with goals and step 
to reach those goals, with 
the ultimate goal of re-
housing. This approach 
offers families a helping 
hand-up, enabling both 
parents and children op-
portunities to grow, de-
veloping skills and con-
fidence that will serve 
them well beyond their 
stay as Belknap House.” 

Belknap House receives
 grant from BCAF



LACONIA — With 
the holiday season ap-
proaching, Laconia Art-
ist Larry Frates has part-
nered with  Tagg Team 
Community Challenge 
team to offer a creative 
way for the community 
to support the Children’s 
Auction.  Frates created 
a drawing of a winter 
home scene, complete 
with a welcoming snow-
man and mailbox for 
holiday letters.  While 
his original drawing will 

be offered to the high 
bidder during the De-
cember auction, Frates 
wanted to take it a few 
steps further.

“Drawing Us Togeth-
er for the Holidays” is 
an art lesson available 
to offer Facebook users 
the opportunity to create 
their own pencil draw-
ing.   

Frates shared, “All 
you need is a piece of 
paper, a pencil with an 
eraser and follow my 

step-by-step instruc-
tions to complete your 
drawing.  Access to my 
one hour class will be 
provided after payment 
is received.  The class 
can be viewed at the 
convenience and loca-
tion of the budding art-
ists.  Artists of all ages, 
family groups or even 
grandparents can enjoy 
this relaxing activity to-
gether.”  

The drawing lesson 
can be for yourself or 

a holiday gift to family 
members to draw wher-
ever they reside.  Com-
pleted drawings can be 
matted and framed to 
use as a holiday gift or 
donated to the auction.  

The $20 lesson dona-
tion will be accepted by 
check or online dona-
tion.  Mail your check 
payable to the GLR Chil-
dren’s Auction to Judi 
Taggart, 28 Red Oak 
Dr., Gilford.   For online 
donations, visit Tagg 

Team’s Give Gab online 
donation tool on the 
Children’s Auction web-
site at this link: www.
givegab.com/teams/
tagg-team.  The purchas-
er should identify the do-
nation is for Larry’s art 
lesson and include the 
name of the Facebook 
account recipient for 
the lesson.  Access to the 
“Art to You with Larry” 
Facebook private group 
will be available to class 

participants shortly af-
ter payment is received.  

Sign up is suggested 
by early in December 
to create this drawing 
while supporting local 
kids. Questions about 
this drawing lesson can 
be addressed to Lar-
ry Frates at 387-3687, 
email fcac@tds.net or, 
for registration contact 
Judi Taggart at 493-9524, 
email tagtem@metro-
cast.net
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BG
Baker-Gagne Funeral Home

Cremation Service
Pre-Arrangements - Traditional Funerals
Simple Burials - Cremation Services
Monument Company

F. Rick Gagne - Funeral Director
Mill Street, Wolfeboro, NH 603-569-1339
Route 16, West Ossipee, NH 603-539-3301

(800) 539-3450
baker-gagnefuneralhomes.com

BG

ABUNDANT HARVEST
FAMILY CHURCH
Sunday School for children up to age 12,
service 10:30 a.m. Greater Wakefield Resource Center,  
254 Main St., Union.  
Pastors Daniel and Sherrie Williams, 473-8914.  
For more information, please visit abundantharvestnh.org
or e-mail ahfc@faith.com.

ALTON BAY CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE 
CENTER
Sundays throughout the summer 10:am & 7pm; Tues-Thurs 
9am;. 875-6161.

BEFREE COMMUNITY CHURCH, ALTON
Alton-9:30 a.m. Sun. Meeting at Prospect Mountain High 
School. Pastor Sam Huggard, www.befreechurch.net.

CENTER BARNSTEAD
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Morning Service 10:00 am.
Adult and Teen Bible Study 11:15 am.
Sunday School for all ages 10:00 am. 
Rte. 126 next to Town Hall.
Pastor Brian Gower. 269-8831.

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF ALTON
Prayer Meeting 9:00 am 
Rev. Dr. Samuel J. Hollo. 875-5561.
Bay service 8:30am Alton Bay Gazebo, Alton , NH
10 am Worship Service 
20 Church Street, Alton
Our services are live streamed on YouTube
Sundays at 10 am
www.ccoaalton.com

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF NORTH 
BARNSTEAD UCC
We are an “Open and Affirming Congregation”
 of the UCC 
Reverend Nancy Talbott; 776-1820
504 N. Barnstead Rd., Ctr. Barnstead, NH
Our services are Live on Zoom every Sunday 
at 10 AM
More info at: ccnorthbarnstead.com

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH UCC FARMINGTON
Worship Services 10:00 A.M
Sunday School 10:15 AM
400 Main Street
Farmington, NH 03835
Pastor Kent Schneider  755-4816
www.farmingtonnhucc.org

FIRST FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. School 9:45am; Church 11am; Evening Service 6pm; 
Wed. Prayer Meeting 7pm. Depot St., New Durham;
Pastor James Nason.

PARADE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
BARNSTEAD, N.H.
on the Parade in Barnstead
Sunday Morning Worship Service for all ages begin at 10:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting - April through November at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday Evenings.
Pastor Sandy Pierson - 483-2846

ST. KATHARINE DREXEL
40 Hidden Springs Rd., Alton, 875-2548. 
Father Robert F. Cole, Pastor.
Mass Saturday 4pm;
Sunday 8:30 & 10:30am;
Daily Mass Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 8:00am.

ST. STEPHEN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday 9:30. 50 Main St., Pittsfield
Rev. Miriam Acevedo, 435-7908
www.ststephenspittsfield.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rt. 171 at Tuftonboro Corner.  
Sunday services 10:30 am. Church 603-539-8058

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF LACONIA
Sunday services and religious education 10:00 a.m.
All are welcome.
172 Pleasant St.Laconia • 524 6488 • uusl.org

MAPLE STREET CHURCH
Sunday Service 11am 
96 Maple Street

PEASLEE FUNERAL HOME
& Cremation Service

(603) 755-3535
www.peasleefuneralhome.com

Main Office: 24 Central Street, Farmington, NH
2079 Wakefield Road, Wakefield, NH

Alton Funeral Home 12 School Street, Alton, NH

Speedy Wash n Go 
Laundromats

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 
7 School Street, Alton 

Open Daily 7 am to 9 pm

8 Church St, Belmont 
Open Daily 7 am to 9 pm

46 Center Street, Wolfeboro 
Open 24/7

603-498-7427
Business Account Discounts

CALL 603-948-5070 FOR DETAILS

AIR-CONDITIONED 

Clean - Bright – Friendly
! From Single load machines 

to 60 pound machines !
Accepting: Cash, Credit, Debit and Loyalty Cards 

Website- Speedywashngo.com  
E-Mail  Speedywashngo@gmail.com

All laundromats have 24 hour video surveillance. 

ALSO OFFERINGWASH-DRY-FOLD
By appointmentDROP OFF AND PICK UP

Town Address Type Price Seller  Buyer 
Alton 394 E. Side Dr. Single-Family Residence $312,000 Gregory Tinkham Lauren E. Provencher
Alton Stockbridge Corner Road N/A $392,000 Bethal Builders LLC Joel P. and Melissa M. Arsenault
Alton N/A N/A $150,000 Bank of America NA Elizabeth J. McKinney RET
Alton N/A N/A $429,933 Dobbins Brook LLC Marion R. Labore RET
Barnstead 49 Danbury Rd. Single-Family Residence $265,000 Cheryl A. Dudley Donovan E. Funk
Barnstead 17 Davis Dr. Other Exempt $283,000 Sec Investments LLC Kurt W. Haddad and Amanda R. Finchum
Barnstead 40 Emerson Dr. Single-Family Residence $185,000 Joseph L. and Lisa M. Diener Joshua R. Gould
Barnstead 36 Hemlock Rd. N/A $250,000 20 Hemlock Road LLC Donald M. Morse and Krystin Corliss
Barnstead Peacham Road N/A $57,933 Theresa A. Gagnon Ronald E. and Jane E. Haskell
Barnstead 51 Shaw Rd. Single-Family Residence $580,000 Diane & Paul Vince Trust Stephen F. Birnie and Wendy E. Rooney
Barnstead White Oak Road N/A $77,533 Anita B. and Peter Bielicki Benjamin and Joyce Tompkins

The Real RepoRTThe Real RepoRTThe Real RepoRT
R E C E N T  R E A L  E S T A T E  T R A N S A C T I O N S

ABOUT THE REAL REPORT
Here are recent real estate transactions in Alton and 

the surrounding areas. These sales summaries are in-
formational only, not a legal record. Names shown are 
usually the first listed in the deed. Sales might involve 

additional parties or locations. Prices are usually 
based on tax stamps and might be inaccurate for public 
agency sales. Refer to actual public documents before 
forming opinions or relying on this information. Ad-
ditional publicly recorded information on these sales, 
prior sales and data from Department of Revenue Ad-
ministration forms is available at www.real-data.com 

or 669-3822. Copyright 2011. Real Data Corp. In the col-
umn “Type”: land= land only; L/B= land and building; 
MH= mobile home; and COND=condominium. Trans-
actions provided by The Warren Group, Boston Ma., 
publishers of The Registry Review and Bankers and 
Tradesman newspapers, Phone: 1-800-356-8805. Web-
site: www.thewarrengroup.com

Bu s i n e s s Di r e c t o r y

One Call Does It All

WATER FILTRATION
ELECTRICAL - PLUMBING

HVAC - GAS
569-1569
www.thurstywater.com

PLUMBING

Heckman’s 
   Flooring

Carpet • Vinyl • Tile • Wood • Laminate
Sales • Installation

Rt. 28-2000 Centre Street • P.O. Box 430
Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896

(603) 569-6391

FLOORING

FLOORING

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 603-279-4516

Drawing Us Together for the 
Holidays… and For the Kids!

Courtesy

Artist Larry Frates is offering a drawing lesson of this winter 
scene with all donations benefitting the Children’s Auction.  



Farr said. “Public edu-
cation must provide our 
young people with an 
appreciation for the arts, 
academic skills, civic en-
gagement and job skills...
Growing up in rural New 
Hampshire, I witnessed 
the effect of not having 
the skills to be success-
fully employed and the 

benefits of having val-
ued skills in the work-
place. In his opinion, it 
is “a continuing issue 
that the general public 
still does not know about 
this educational arm in 
the state. In many ways, 
Career Technical Educa-
tion continues to be an 
unseen ‘jewel’ of public 
education.” 

Other courses in-

clude instruction in 
Agricultural Science, 
Auto Collision Repair, 
Auto Service Tchnolo-
gy, Construction Trades, 
Computer Networking, 
Graphic Design, Health 
Sciences, Multimedia, 
Marketing, Hospitality 
and Tourism, Careers in 
Education, and Theater 
Stage Craft.
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Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 277 MILTON ROAD • ROCHESTER, NH

603-332-9037
www.forestpump.com

WELLS, PUMPS & FILTERS
• Complete Well Drilling Service

• Free Water Analysis • Licensed and Certified
• Water Filters & Conditioning
• Sales • Service • Installation

• Iron • Sulfur • Water Softeners
• Purifiers • Arsenic Removal Filters

• Radon Removal Units
• Chemical-Free Iron Removers & Supplies

“NO WATER” EMERGENCY SERVICE
FINANCING AVAILABLE

TOWN OF NEW DURHAM
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 01, 2020

7:00 PM @ NEW DURHAM TOWN HALL

Charles and Nancy McKay
You are hereby notified that a virtual Public Hearing via 
Zoom will be held by the New Durham Planning Board 
on Tuesday, December 01, 2020 at 7:00 pm. The hearing 
is regarding the Review of Excavation Permit application 
from Jones and Beach Engineering Inc. on behalf Charles 
and Nancy McKay Map 102 Lot 005 and Map 102 Lot 006, 
Pine Point Road New Durham NH. Any questions on how to
connect using Zoom contact Brian Cauler Land Use Administrative
Assistant via email ndlanduse@newdurhamnh.us or the 
Planning Board.

The property is located at Pine Point Road Map 102 Lot 
005 and Map 102 Lot 006.

cess, which brought Don-
na Young to us.” 

 MacKenzie be-
came Town Clerk/Dep-
uty Tax Collector and 
Young served as Tax 
Collector/Deputy Town 
Clerk.

 “This working 
relationship has worked 
very well,” Kinmond 
stated, “and they have 
been a great team over 
the past four years.”

 “I like the team, 
and so does Donna,” 
MacKenzie said. “I like 
to share responsibili-
ties in a team situation. 
Donna has a banking 
background so she was 
perfect for tax collector.”

 It takes five 
years to become a Town 
Clerk. 

“We’d go away annu-
ally for a week of train-
ing,” she said. “Laws, 
RSAs, and procedures 
are always changing and 
you need to keep up. For 
instance, the election 
was quite different this 
year because of the coro-
navirus.”

 MacKenzie and 

Young work well togeth-
er not only as employees 
but also as volunteers. 

 “Donna and I 
heard a lot of older peo-
ple in town talk about 
how much they liked the 
Senior Dinner in Decem-
ber and how they didn’t 
see anyone all winter 
long. Three years ago, 
we had the idea of pre-
paring lunches for our 
residents,” she said.

They had the fire sta-
tion Community Room 
“painted and fixed up, 
bought utensils and 
plates at the Dollar Store, 
and shared the cooking 
with other volunteers” to 
result in monthly Senior 
Lunches during the cold-
er months.

MacKenzie makes it 
sound easy, but a lot of 
work went into the en-
deavor. They organized 
everything as private 
citizens and were joined 
by a host of other Town 
employees.

“Stephanie and Don-
na have a passion to 
assist our residents,” 
Kinmond said, “and they 
hosted the luncheons 
prepared by volunteers 

at no cost to seniors. The 
events often also had 
guest speakers or light 
entertainment and were 
an overwhelming suc-
cess.” 

As finance officer, 
Anina Soucy does not 
interact much officially 
with the Town Clerk, but 
in a private capacity she 
does. 

“I thought holding Se-
nior Lunches was a great 
idea and when she asked 
me to help out I said, ‘Of 
course,’ and immedi-
ately became part of it,” 
Soucy said. “I’ve always 
enjoyed working with 
her.” 

 “I’m so looking 
forward to restarting 
the luncheons,” MacK-
enzie said, “once it’s de-
clared safe to congregate 
again.”

 And therein lies 
the reason for her good 
spirits about retiring; 
it’s not adieu at all be-
cause she plans on still 
being a presence in town. 
Aside from taking the 
New Hampshire Master 
Gardener program, all of 
her other retirement in-
tentions have to do with 

continuing volunteer 
work for the town. 

“I’ll help with the 
flower beds and Senior 
Lunches,” she said. “I’m 
going to be a ballot clerk 
so I can see all of the peo-
ple I’ve worked with for 
years; I like seeing peo-
ple come in and vote.”

 Elections have 
always been a source of 
satisfaction with MacK-
enzie.

“I’m very proud of the 
integrity of elections and 
how they are run in New 
Hampshire,” she said. 
“And I’m proud of the 
excellent work done by 
all of our election work-
ers, ballot clerks, super-
visors, and the modera-
tor.” 

In fact, she consid-
ers welcoming children 
at elections so they are 
“comfortable about vot-
ing” one of the most in-
teresting aspects of her 
job. She also took plea-
sure in making kids “feel 
easy” with local govern-
ment by giving tours 
of Town Hall, which 
included bringing them 
down to the old jail in the 
basement. 

“That was a big deal. 
They want their pictures 
taken in front of it,” she 
said.

M a c K e n z i e 
said she loved per-
forming weddings.  
“There was an increase 
of Town Hall weddings 
because of the virus,” 
she said. “People will 
have their celebrations 
later when it’s safe.”

She noted that brides 
and grooms run the 
gamut, adding “We’ve 
had people come direct-
ly from their gardens in 
dusty jeans or all dressed 
up in wedding attire with 
their bridesmaids.” 

Kinmond recalled 
MacKenzie’s efforts re-
garding the Town Re-
port, noting “She has 
done a great job as edi-
tor-in-chief.”

She said a past job at a 
newspaper prepared her 
for tackling the annual 
project. 

“Her ability to as-
semble and organize 
the layout of the Town 
Report and the selection 
of a community photo-
graph for the cover has 
been outstanding, and a 

great asset to our ‘lean’ 
Town Hall staff,” Kin-
mond said.

For her part, MacKen-
zie said, “I was proud of 
the Town Report because 
the print used to be such 
a small font and now it’s 
readable.” 

Looking back on the 
best part of working for 
the Town, MacKenzie 
can answer without hes-
itation. 

“It was seeing all of 
our wonderful towns-
people and wonderful 
children. It feels good to 
help solve problems and 
bring in money for the 
Town.”

She said she would 
miss her colleagues and 
the townspeople the 
most, but she has teamed 
with Young, now the 
appointed Town Clerk 
who will run for elec-
tion in 2021, for years, 
and trained incoming 
Tax Collector Shannon 
Feger.

“I know the Town is 
in very good hands,” she 
said

MACKENZIE
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sporting experiences. 
Pumpkin carving on the 
library’s front lawn has 
been an annual event 
for years thanks to the 
partnership, and this 
past autumn, with the 
library closed due to 
Covid-19 concerns, staff 
members moved their 
Halloween extravaganza 
to the Meetinghouse to 
join forces with the rec-
reation department. 

 High on the li-
brary’s wish list is a 
storywalk, where lam-
inated pages of a book 
are attached to stakes in-
stalled along an outdoor 
path. Readers/walkers 
are directed along the 
trail to the next page. 
Combining physical ac-
tivity with literacy is a 
perfect fit for the part-
nership between the li-
brary and the recreation 
department.

Because there is in-
sufficient space for a 
full-fledged storywalk 
on the library grounds, 
staff members have had 
their eyes on the Meet-
inghouse nature trails, 
along with permanent 
posts and frames for the 

story pages, for a while 
now.

“The lighted Christ-
mas trail is a great oppor-
tunity for the library,” 
Chasse said. “We’ll be 
setting up a temporary 
walk for this event.”

 Just as there are 
twists and turns along 
the track, there is a twist 
in the library’s story-
walk, also.

 Based on 
Charles Dickens’ holi-
day favorite of similar 
name, “A New Durham 
Christmas Carol” is set 
in New Durham, rath-
er than England, and 
during 1816.

There’s some local 
history, to be sure, but 
the main objective is en-
tertainment and the sto-
ry is suitable for all ages.

 Much more 
than twinkling lights in 
the woods and a season-
al story await attendees 
of Light Up Your Night, 
though.

Christmas carols will 
be piped along the trail 
and a holiday movie will 
be projected on the front 
of the Meetinghouse. 
Costumed characters 
are planned to appear 
throughout the story-

walk and kids will have 
a chance to meet Santa 
and make s’mores. In-
side the building, hot 
chocolate will be served 
alongside a festive tree.

 Ample parking 
is available. Face masks 
are required and the 
event is free, although 
donations are welcome. 
Social distancing will 
be maintained. If there 
is snow on the ground, 
parents may bring sleds 
to pull their children.

 Volunteers are 
still needed for a vari-
ety of tasks. If interest-
ed in helping to string 
lights, be on the grounds 
during the event, or put 
together costumes, con-
tact Chasse at ndrec@
newdurhamnh.us.

 “We’re going to 
make it happen,” Chasse 
said of the winter won-
derland currently in the 
works. “I’m doing seg-
ments and the library 
is doing segments and 
we’re pulling it all to-
gether.”

 All told, resi-
dents will have a bright 
holiday to look forward 
to. 

HOLIDAYS
(continued from Page A1)

BARNSTEAD — Dig 
out your lights and in-
flatable Grinches! The 
Oscar Foss Memorial Li-
brary wants you to join 
in our Winter Wonder-
land!

Here’s how it works:
Decorate your front 

yard for the holiday sea-
son.

Take a photograph 
and email it to the Oscar 
Foss Memorial Library 
at ofmlstaff@gmail.com. 
Include - Your Name, 
address and an email or 
phone number to contact 
you at.

Addresses will be 
used to create a google 
map showing where 
participating houses are 
so the community can 
drive by and see your 
decorations.

Photos will be posted 
on our Facebook page on 

12/17 for voting (for your 
safety, no identifying 
info will accompany the 
photos.)

The top 10 photos with 
the most “likes” will win 
the following prizes do-
nated by our community 
partners and local busi-
nesses:

A $25 Gift certificate 
to Gibsons from the Os-
car Foss Memorial Li-
brary

A certificate for 1 doz-
en cookies from cookie 
bear bakery

1 Dozen cookies do-
nated by the Congrega-
tional church of north 
barnstead

a $25 gift certificate 
from the Barnstead 
Farmer’s Market

 a 4 pack of Jams from 
O.J’s Jammin Goods

a $25 Gift Certificate 
from Home Depot donat-

ed by joubert painting
a $100 Gift Certificate 

to imajenation photogra-
phy

$70 Gift certificate to 
sanctuary Bodyworks 
and sauna

The Center Barnstead 
Christian Church will 
be donating a gift certif-
icate to a local store, one 
locally raised turkey, 2 
hours of electrical labor 
and a book signed by a 
local author

Barnstead Parks and 
REcreation will be do-
nating a car pass to the 
Festival of lights at the 
speedway

Entry is free and open 
to all Barnstead resi-
dents. Entries will be 
accepted starting Dec. 1, 
and winners will be an-
nounced on Dec. 22.

Join us for Barnstead’s 
First Annual Winter 

Wonderland!

salmonpress.com
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Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

CLASSIFIEDS
For Advertising Call (603) 444-3927
www.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
www.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDSwww.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
www.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
DEADLINE NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADS
AND 

YARD SALES
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3PM
FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK

NO ADS CAN BE ACCEPTED ON MONDAYS

THANK YOU!

MOULTONBORO // 200’ WF & sandy 
beach, 1.6AC level lot. 4BR open concept 
kitchen/living/dining, west facing for beautiful 
sunsets! 
$3,995,000 (4839134) Call Randy Parker 603-455-6913

MEREDITH // Walking distance to 
downtown. This 2-family is fully rented, 
vinyl sided, replacement windows, all sep-
arate utilities. Large yard. Great location. 
$369,000 (4838209) Call Bronwen Donnelly 603-630-2776

LACONIA // Investors take notice on 
this 3 unit multi family home close to shop-
ping, hospital and schools! 
$207,000 (4834761) Call Lisa Merrill 603-707-0099

GILMANTON // Classic 1850’s Cape 
on 1.5 acres. 3-FPs, Gunstock Corners, 
pine floors & plenty of  charm.
 $169,900 (4819879) Call Zannah Richards 603-387-0364

ALTON // Affordable 1-level living in 
Eagle’s Rest, a 55+ mobile home park. 
1,428SF with 3-bedrooms and 2-baths. 
$100,000 (4836082) Call Terry Small 603-321-1036

MOULTONBORO // SITUATED on 62 
PRIVATE acres, 2,000SF deck overlooks the 
lakes and mountains for breathtaking views. 

$1,980,000 (4796578) Call Randy Parker 603-455-6913

MEREDITH // 4BR/4BA Contemporary on 
5.44AC w/frontage on beautiful pond.  Built in 
2017, open concept, 1st floor Master Suite. Close 
to town. 
$965,000 (4839681) Call Bronwen Donnelly 603-630-2776

NEW DURHAM // New 28x38 cape, 3-bed-
room, 3-bath, 2nd floor office with 2-car under 
on 10.1 acres. 
$379,000 (4839678) Call Amy Stanley 603-396-5040

THOUSANDS OF PROPERTIES, ONE ADDRESS...      MAXFIELDREALESTATE.COM

Wolfeboro: 15 Railroad Avenue •  603-569-3128
Center Harbor: Junction Rtes. 25 & 25B •  603-253-9360
Alton: 108 Main Street •  603-875-3128

FEATURED PROPERTIES

LAND AND ACREAGE
NEW HAMPTON // 178 acres, fabulous views 
of  the Presidential range and a beautiful brook lead-
ing to the Pemigewasset River.

$649,900 (4824815) Call Lisa Merrill 603-707-0099

MEREDITH // 5.13 acres, walking distance to 
Waukewan Lake & downtown. Located on a public 
dirt road. 
$145,000 (4813553) Call Bronwen Donnelly 603-630-2776

TUFTONBORO // Affordable 1-acre lot in low-
tax Tuftonboro. Septic and well in place.

$55,000 (4837341) Call Terry Small 603-321-1036

RENTALS
LAKES REGION RENTALS

SEASONAL & YEAR-ROUND
Call Jen in Alton @ 603-875-3128
For Center Harbor and Wolfeboro 
Call Jake or Peggy @ 603-569-7714

(Owners call about our Rental Program)

ISLAND REAL ESTATE
Thanks to all our islanders
for another successful season!

We’re here year-round, so please give us a call at:
603-569-3972

BE COVID FREE
OUTDOOR

FITNESS TRAINER 
FOR HIRE

GET FIT FOR LIFE  
AND SKIING

BODY MIND & SPIRIT

Waterfront Wellness
Personal $55
Group $22

Call today!
Sharing Wellness

603-393-2752

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
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ADVERTISING WORKS. 
Call 1-877-766-6891 • salmonpress.com
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES
FULL-TIME

SIGN ON BONUS!
*RN E.D. Nurse Manager

*RN – M/S Charge, Day Shift
*RN – M/S Charge, Night Shift
*RN – E.D. Charge, Night Shift

*Speech/Language Therapist
*Multi-Modality Radiologic Technologist

PART-TIME
RN - M/S, Day Shift

Activities Aide

PER DIEM
Cook

LNAs – RNs 
Certified Surgical Tech

Central Sterile Technician
Patient Access Representative

Environmental Services Technician 
APPLY ONLINE

WWW.UCVH.ORG
Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital

181 Corliss Lane, Colebrook, NH  03576
Phone: (603) 388-4236

Ucvh-hr@ucvh.org
EOE

BARNSTEAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
CENTER BARNSTEAD, NH 03225

SHORT TERM SUBSTITUTE
ELEMENTARY GUIDANCE COUNSELOR 

Substitute needed to work with elementary level students in kindergarten
through grade 4 beginning immediately through February 2021. 
Counselor must be a team player to collaborate/advocate for students/
families, conduct individual/small group counseling, teach lessons, 
support student plans in comprehensive guidance model. Knowledge 
of Responsive Classroom a plus. Elementary Guidance certification 
and experience preferred.

Please send the following information: Letter of Intent, Resume’, 
Three (3) Current Letters of Reference, Transcripts and copy of N.H. 
Certification, to:

Timothy Rice, Principal
Barnstead Elementary School
91 Maple Street, P.O. Box 289
Center Barnstead, NH  03225

(603) 269-5161

Help Wanted
Call our toll-free number 1-877-766-6891 and have your help wanted ad in 11 papers next week!

ADVERTISING
WORKS. 

Call
1-877-766-6891 
salmonpress.com

Step Up Your 
Advertising Game

Talk our 
experienced 
ad consultants 
today about 
advertising  
in one of 
our papers.

Advertising Works

Contact Tracy
(603) 616-7103 • tracy@salmonpress.news 

or Lori
(603) 444-3927 • lori@salmonpress.news

FIND A CAREER
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS!



REGION — Once 
again, the owners, staff 
and agents of RE/MAX 
Bayside recently deliv-
ered 40 turkeys to the 
Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry and 
Thrift Store in Laconia. 
Each year, this worthy 
organization provides 
approximately 800 Lakes 
Region families Thanks-
giving dinners that in-
clude all the fixings from 
turkey to dessert. 

“More than ever, this 
holiday season is a time 
to help those less fortu-
nate,” said Chris Kelly, 
the company’s owner.

 
RE/MAX Bayside is 

also deeply involved in 
the Toys for Tots pro-
gram. It is one of the 
region’s busiest drop 
off locations. New, un-
wrapped items or mon-
etary donations may be 

dropped off at the Mer-
edith Office (208 Daniel 
Webster Highway at 
the junction of Routes 
3 & 104), or at the Laco-
nia Office (604 Main St., 
across from the Colonial 
Theatre on Route 106 in 
downtown Laconia). For 
contactless donations, 
collections boxes will 
be outside each office 
during business hours. 
Or if you call the office 

number below upon ar-
rival, we are happy to of-
fer curbside pick-up.

For more information 
about the Toys for Tots 
program call RE/MAX 
Bayside’s Meredith Of-
fice at 279-0079, the Laco-
nia Office at 527-8200, or 
e-mail info@baysidenh.
net. 

WOLFEBORO — The 
Wolfeboro Friends of 
Music continues its vir-
tual extravaganza pre-
sentations for Wofeboro 
and the lakes region 
with our third presen-
tation.  On Saturday, 
Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m., we 
will bring to you the 
Sea Reeds Quartet. The 
quartet is a gathering of 
virtuoso regional pro-
fessionals whom we are 

sure you have met in a 
number of other guises

Simply email info@
wfriendsofmusic.org. to 
request the link to the 
special YouTube chan-
nel.  The link will be 
released the afternoon 
prior to concert time 
and sent to your email 
address.  Access to this 
WFOM virtual concert is 
free of charge.  The con-
cert will be recorded and 

will be available to all 
requestors for one week 
after the performance 
date.

2020 has been a dif-
ficult period for people 
worldwide. Though 
December holidays are 
typically filled with fam-
ily gatherings, parties, 
religious celebrations, 
concerts, and looking 
forward to a new year, 
this year is certain to be 
different. To offset that 
and add holiday cheer, 
Sea Reeds Quartet would 
like to take you on a mu-
sical and visual journey 
celebrating the holiday 
music we all enjoy.

Sea Reeds Quartet 
uses a variety of wood-
wind instruments 
(Flute, Eb Clarinet, Bb 
Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, 
Soprano Saxophone, 
Alto Saxophone, Tenor 
Saxophone, and Bari-
tone Saxophone) to 
present a varied bounty 
of musical settings ac-
companied by changing 

visual backgrounds and 
verbal explanations of 
the repertoire. The rep-
ertoire will celebrate 
Christmas, Three Kings 
Day, Hanukkah, Kwan-
zaa, and New Year’s with 
works by Tchaikovsky, 
Britten, Vaughn Wil-
liams, Anderson, and 
others in a variety of 
styles and settings. We 
would be honored to 
present our Christmas 
Meditat ions  perfor -

mance for the Wolfeboro 
Friends of Music this De-
cember.

In past seasons 
WFOM has depended on 
ticket sales, advertisers, 
sponsors and donors to 
sustain itself.  This year, 
WFOM has granted our 
last year’s advertisers 
and sponsors a full addi-
tional year’s credit at no 
additional cost to them. 
Their advertisements 
and webpages are to be 

found linked on our web-
site.  In the absence of 
any paid sponsors or ad-
vertisers WFOM would 
be immensely apprecia-
tive if any music lover/
supporter would consid-
er going to our website 
(wfriendsofmusic.org) 
and making a donation 
or mailing a donation 
to WFOM, PO Box 2056, 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894.
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ALTON BAY
SELF STORAGE

Unit sizes from 
5x10 to 10x30 
Available!

Prices $60-$190

www.mtmajorselfstorage.com

5% Discount -  
6 Months Paid in Advance

10% Discount -  
1 Year Paid in Advance

WFOM presents special holiday concert

RE/MAX Bayside donates to 
St. Vincent de Paul, Toys for Tots
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