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A Career in Plymouth!

Common Man Inn is looking for a FULL TIME, 
EXPERIENCED, ENERGETIC and HONEST...

Front Desk Associate & Night Auditor

We are a drug and tobacco-free workforce.
231 Main St., Plymouth, NH • (603) 536-2200 •  theCmanInnPlymouth.com

APPLY TODAY!
at theCman.com, Click on “Work Here”

JOIN US!
Outstanding Compensation • Advancement Opportunities

Health & Dental Benefits • 401k Program
Paid Vacations • Community Service Days 

Employee Discounts



A 1972 song from Al-
bert Hammond proudly 
announces that it never 
rains in Southern Cali-
fornia.

I am here today to tell 
you that Albert Ham-
mond lied.

Before I crashed my 
car and had to swallow 
having a car payment 
again, I had booked a 
trip to the west coast as 
part of a Rob Has a Pod-
cast Survivor event. It 
fell at the perfect time 
just before the winter 
sports season opened up, 
meaning I had a bit more 
time on my schedule.

The day was last 
Wednesday and after a 
short nap, I woke up at 
midnight and was on 
the road before 1 a.m. 
to Boston to catch a 5 
a.m. flight to Dallas-Fort 
Worth. The good news is, 
with such an early flight, 
there was no traffic get-
ting into the airport and 
the security line was 
minimal, making for a 
quick trip through the 
checkpoint.

Of course, it wouldn’t 
be a trip for me if there 
weren’t some kind of 
drama involved and that 
drama came in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth Airport. 
For anyone who has ever 
been there, the place is 

huge and the different 
terminals are connect-
ed by train for traveler 
ease. I got off the plane 
in terminal C and had 
to make my way to ter-
minal A with less than 
an hour between flights. 
As I reached terminal 
A, I reached in my pock-
et and noticed that my 
driver’s license was not 
there. I usually keep it in 
my wallet, which I keep 
in my backpack, but for 
convenience at the secu-
rity checkpoint, I take 
it out and keep it in my 
pocket. I quickly deter-
mined that it most likely 
came out of my pocket 
when I pulled my phone 
out on the plane in to 
Dallas. The gate agent at 
my terminal C gate tried 
calling the gate where I 
had arrived, but nobody 
answered. I decided to 
take a chance and make 
a dash back to terminal 
A. I got back on the train 
and got to the gate, only 
to find nobody there. I 
was able to find a helpful 
woman at the American 
Airlines information 
desk and she went on 
the plane and found my 
license at my seat as I 
expected. It was back 
on the train to termi-
nal A and I arrived just 
in time for them to call 
my boarding group and 
got on the plane to John 
Wayne Orange County 
Airport.

For the first time in 
my life, I did a presea-
son interview with a 

coach while sitting in 
the airport, as I checked 
in with Kennett girls’ 
hoop coach Larry Mead-
er from Orange County. 
A few hours later, after a 
stop at In-N-Out Burger, 
I talked with Plymouth 
girls’ hoop coach Dave 
Levesque as well. I’m 
planning on submitting 
my mileage to California 
in the next pay period, 
since obviously I was 
there to work.

The rain made things 
a bit tough, as I usual-
ly like to walk around 
wherever I am, but I 
didn’t feel much like 
getting soaked. I took an 
Uber to the Brea Mall 
and hung out there for 
a short period of time 
before it was off to an 
escape room in Brea. 
Our group successfully 
solved the escape room 
puzzle in the second-best 
time of the year accord-
ing to the staff. 

Next up was dinner 
at The Hat, a local chain 
that specializes in pas-
trami (though their bar-
becue beef was also very 
good) before we headed 
over to the venue loca-
tion, the Brea Improv.

We had a great epi-
sode of Survivor to watch 
and the panel discussion 
that followed was great, 
featuring a number of 
great guests, including 
many who I had not met 
before. The after party 
followed just down the 
road but I didn’t make 
it through much of that 
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SPORTING 
CHANCE

By JOSHUA SPAULDING

diner of Gilford. Second 
Team went to Max Lussi-
er of Sanborn, Shea Dick-
son of Hopkinton, Antho-
ny Aguiar of Gilford and 
Ben Estrella of Berlin. 
Joining Dore with Hon-
orable Mention are Colby 
Reid of Laconia, Chris 
Ban Natta of Derryfield, 
Jack Ferguson of Hills-
boro-Deering and Ethan 
Vitello of Conant.

First Team striker 
went to Ben Seiler of 
Mascoma, Sam Sawyer 
of Gilford and David Lat-
sha of Campbell. Joining 
Sykes with Second Team 
are Nate Sottak of Bel-
mont and Joaquin Heller 
of Campbell. Honorable 
Mention went to Nate 
Wilkins of Mascenic, Ty-
ler Rousseau of Berlin, 
Kaden Brackett of Ray-
mond, Max Hentz of In-
ter-Lakes and Eli Gould 
of Fall Mountain.

Andy Helliesen of Ma-
scenic was named Divi-
sion III Coach of the Year.

Prospect Mountain’s 
Hannah Racine earned 
Honorable Mention for 

midfield for Division III 
girls.

First Team goalie 
was Bailey Bourque of 
Campbell, Second Team 
went to Gracie Atkins of 
Hillsboro-Deering and 
Honorable Mention went 
to Emily Senko of Brady 
and Alyson Van George 
of Laconia.

First Team defense 
went to Eleanor Owen of 
Hopkinton, Alexis Aiken 
of Stevens, Briana Con-
nolly of Somersworth 
and Kate Stoncius of 
Campbell. Second Team 
went to Sana Syed of Bel-
mont, Kylie Youngclaus 
of St. Thomas, Sarah 
Bradley of Trinity and 
Zoe Cousineau of Derry-
field. Honorable Mention 
went to Deanna Bourque 
of Belmont, Kally Mur-
dough and Madeline Fol-
lansbee of Hopkinton, 
Zahna Rice of Stevens, 
Helen LaRowe of In-
ter-Lakes, Avery Stewart 
of Fall Mountain, Bailey 
Brewer of Conant and 
Morgan Doolan of White 
Mountains.

Midfield First Team 
went to Tanner Brown 
of Stevens, Annie Hig-

ginbotham of Hopkinton, 
Reece Sadler of Gilford 
and Lauren Beitler of 
Brady. Joining Racine 
with Honorable Mention 
were Rebecca Pincince 
of Somersworth, Eva La-
Valley of Hillsboro-Deer-
ing, Jaiden McKenna of 
Gilford, Emma Losey of 
Derryfield and Jillian Pa-
tria of Conant.

First Team striker 
went to Kathryn Lacasse 
of Raymond, Sheridan 
Brummett of Brady and 
Sydney Miller of Stevens. 
Second Team went to 
Loren Charron of Hop-
kinton, Keeley Francis of 
Trinity and Chelsea Coo-
per of St. Thomas. Hon-
orable Mention went to 
Rebecca Fleming of Bel-
mont, Shelby Cole and 
Maddi Rector of Gilford, 
Kaylee Peare of Berlin 
and Halee Bertolami of 
Monadnock.

Mike Zahn of Hopkin-
ton was named Division 
III Coach of the Year.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.
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GILFORD — All 
area second through 
eighth graders, boys 
and girls, are invited 
to Lakes Region La-
crosse Club’s winter 
skills and intro to la-
crosse clinics. All skill 
levels are welcome, 
with US Lacrosse-cer-
tified coaches on hand 
to get you ready for 
the spring 2020 season. 

The clinics are free 
and will be held at the 
Gilford Youth Center. 
They’ll start on Dec. 
15 and will run 4-6 p.m. 
generally every other 
Sunday through Feb-
ruary. Participants 
can attend one, some, 
or all clinics. Registra-
tion is required. Visit 
www.lrlacrosse.org for 
details and to register.

Free youth lacrosse clinics
in Gilford start Sunday

FAIRFIELD, Conn. 
— The leadership of the 
Intercollegiate Horse 
Shows Association 
(IHSA) announced the 
first inductees for the 
IHSA Hall of Fame. Hall 
of Fame and candidates 
include people, horses 
and teams. Criteria for 
selection includes out-
standing competitive 
achievement, exception-
al contributions to the 

IHSA, success or signifi-
cant impact in equestri-
an sport or the equestrian 
industry and any other 
honors. An induction 
ceremony will be held 
during the IHSA board 
meeting on Saturday, 
Jan. 4, in Orlando, Fla.

“We are so proud to 
announce this first group 
of inductees into the 
IHSA Hall of Fame,” said 
Peter Cashman, interim 

IHSA executive director. 
“We honor these legend-
ary leaders for the impact 
they’ve had on collegiate 
and mainstream eques-
trian sports and for the 
good of the industry.”

Among the inductees 
is Sally Batton, from Can-
ton, Ohio (now a Hebron 
resident), who coached 
and taught at Centenary 
University before accept-
ing the position as head 

Hebron resident to inducted into IHSA Hall of Fame

coach of the Dartmouth 
College equestrian team. 
Batton coached the Dart-
mouth team for 29 sea-
sons and has coached at 
the collegiate level for 35 
years. She led the Dart-
mouth equestrian team 
to five Ivy League titles, 
in 1997, 2007, 2010, 2014 
and 2016. Batton also sent 
numerous Dartmouth 
riders to IHSA Nation-
al Championships. She 
served on the IHSA board 
of directors from 1984-
2017, first as a Regional 
President, then chair of 
several committees and 
served as IHSA Nation-
al Steward from 2001-
2017. In 2008, Batton was 
named the American 
Riding Instructors Asso-
ciation (ARIA) Instruc-
tor of the Year and is an 
ARIA certified Level III 
hunter seat trainer and 
a United States Hunt-
er Jumper Association 
certified trainer. Batton 
was awarded the IHSA 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2013. She re-
tired in 2019 and plans to 
continue teaching and 
working with the Athlet-
ic Equestrian League she 
founded in 2010.

Other inductees in-
clude Robert E. “Bob” 
Cacchione, John H. 
“Jack” Fritz, Cindy Ford, 
Elizabeth “Beezie” Mad-
den, Cindy Moorehead, 
J.T. Tallon and Clifford, 
a horse from the Cornell 
equestrian team.

The Intercollegiate 
Horse Shows Association 
(IHSA) welcomes men 
and women of all riding 

levels and offers individ-
ual and team competition 
in hunter seat equitation, 
Western horsemanship 
and reining at more than 
400 member colleges and 
universities. Member-
ship in IHSA means that 
college students can par-
ticipate in horse shows 
regardless of their expe-
rience or financial status. 
Students compete at eight 
levels from beginner 
through advanced with 
suitable, provided horses, 
eliminating the expense 
of horse ownership.

Founded in 1967 by 
Cacchione, it is the old-
est and largest intercol-
legiate equestrian or-
ganization with 10,000 
members in 47 states and 
Canada. IHSA college 
and university team par-
ticipation is represent-
ed through a variety of 
programs including var-
sity athletics, academic 
departments and club 
sports. IHSA offers valu-
able hands-on experience 
and professional develop-
ment in multiple facets 
of the equine industry. 
Many IHSA teams partic-
ipate in service projects, 
giving back to their com-
munities. Through the 
IHSA, students enhance 
their college experience 
and develop the tools that 
help build successful ca-
reers.

For more information, 
go to IHSAinc.com or 
contact media@IHSAinc.
com.

Anyone interested in 
a clinic with Batton can 
e-mail sabatton@gmail.
com. Visit athleticeques-
trian.com or athletice-
questsrianclinics.com for 
more information.

COURTESY PHOTO

(Right) Sally Batton of Hebron 
is part of the first IHSA Hall 
of Fame class.

Debunking a myth about Southern California
since I’d been up for so 
long at that point.

The next morning the 
rain had cleared and the 
sun came out so I hopped 
a ride down to the New-
port pier and walked 
along the beach. While 
Orange County is the set-
ting for one of my favor-
ite television shows of all 
time, The O.C., it wasn’t 
filmed there so I didn’t 
get to see any familiar 
sites, but it was cool to 
walk along the water and 
look up at the snow-cov-
ered mountains in the 
distance. It reminded me 
a bit of my experience 
in Sochi, Russia for the 
2014 Winter Olympics.

Before long it was 
back to the airport and 
homeward bound, with 
a slight delay in Dallas. 
I landed at about 1 a.m. 
and was home by about 
3:30 a.m. The first game 
of the winter season 
came around about 14.5 
hours later and from 
there, it was a trip north 
to put up the Christmas 
lights in Stark, making 
for one heck of a busy 
week.

And yes, it does rain 
in southern California. 
I’ve seen it for myself.

Finally, have a great 
day, Sarah Christian.

Joshua Spaulding 
is the Sports Editor for 
the Granite State News, 
Carroll County Indepen-
dent, Meredith News, 
Gilford Steamer, Winn-
isquam Echo, Plymouth 
Record-Enterprise, Little-
ton Courier, Newfound 
Landing, Coos County 
Democrat, Berlin Report-
er and The Baysider. He 
can be reached at josh@
salmonpress.news at 279-
4516, or PO Box 729, Mer-
edith, NH 03253.
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