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TILTON – The Great-
er Lakes Region Chil-
dren’s Auction celebrat-
ed its 40th year, bringing 
in over $583,000 that will 
go to kids and families 
across the Lakes Region.

The 40th annual auc-
tion ran from Tuesday 
through Saturday at its 
new home at the Tan-
ger Outlets in Tilton. 
For four days, people 
and businesses donated 
items and services to bid 
on and several business-
es, groups, and others 
presented checks to the 
auction. 

At the auction’s close 
on Saturday night, the 
final number of $583,752 
was announced.

“I knew that once we 
were part way through 
the week, I knew it was 
going to be good,” said 
auction chair Jaimie 
Sousa. “I didn’t know it 
would be that high.”

The 40th annual 
auction returned as an 
in-person event this year 
after going remote in 
2020. In response to the 
pandemic, last year’s 
auction took a virtu-

al format with hosts, 
guests, and the phone 
bank checking in re-
motely. 

Last year Pub Ma-
nia and its fundraising 
efforts changed into an 

all-yearlong event, the 
“It’s For the Kids” Com-
munity Challenge. 

This year the live 
format was back. Sousa 
said things were a bit 
chaotic, but there was 

new energy being back 
in person.

“There’s a special 
spark of having the peo-
ple to interact with,” 
Sousa said. “It’s just 
something completely 

different when it feels 
like the whole communi-
ty came together.”

Sousa said they did 
face some challenges 
with a lack of volunteers 
this year. 

The auction had its 
highest overbid ever 
this year when someone 
bid $40,000 on one item 
valued at around $5,000.

The Laconia County 
Club Community Chal-
lenge team offered the 
auction a membership to 
the country club worth 
$5,000. There is currently 
waiting list of 200 people 
to be a club member and 
this prize would bring 
someone right into the 
club without waiting.

One bidder bid $40,000 
for the item, a $35,000 
overbid. Sousa said the 
bidder is moving to the 
Lakes Region full time 
and wanted to do some-
thing to contribute to 
their new community.
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Town officials are 
discussing the best way 
to approach reports of 
overcrowding at the 
town beach by nonres-
idents, with the select-
men recommending 
getting rid of the new 
seasonal passes.

The board discussed 
the issue with Parks 
and Recreation Di-
rector Herb Greene 
during their meeting on 
Wednesday.

Greene said it was 
brought to the board’s at-
tention that there might 

have been overcrowding 
at the beach, especially 
by nonresidents. 

“I would say we did 
have more complaints 
about that this year than 
we have in the past,” 
Greene said. “Not to say 
the people there didn’t 
have proper passes, but 
they maybe had guest 
passes they aren’t local 
residents per se.”

The beach is desig-
nated for town residents 
only, but different passes 
are available for visitors: 
a day pass requiring vis-
itors to accompany by 
a resident, temporary 

passes for short-term 
renters and family mem-
bers of residents, a com-
mercial pass for hotels 
and commercial lodges, 
and the new seasonal 
pass. 

Greene said last year, 
they looked to reduce 
the number of tempo-
rary guest passes. The 
selectmen approved a 
proposal to implement a 
seasonal guest card. 

He said implementing 
the new system did re-
duce the number of tem-
porary passes issued.

At the same time, the 
number of short-term 
rentals has increased 

in the area, which in-
creased the number of 
guest passes and sea-
sonal cards that were 
issued. Additionally, 
while a property own-
er might request one 
temporary pass for one 
vehicle, some property 
owners will request mul-
tiple passes for family 
members coming up in 
multiple vehicles. 

This resulted in re-
ports of overcrowding at 
the beach. Greene said 
the gate at the beach 
will track the number of 
nonresidents that come 
through and numbers 
show that amount in-

creased. 
Greene said the Rec-

reation Commission rec-
ommended increasing 
the prices on guest pass-
es. The weekly tempo-
rary pass for renters and 
family members would 
go from $25 to $50 and 
one would be issued per 
household. The seasonal 
guest card will double 
from $200 to $400. 

“Hoping that would 
sort of reduce the crowd-
ing issues but letting 
property owners get 
passes for their guests 
and hopefully reduc-
ing any potential abuse 
of the system,” Greene 

said. 
Greene did say many 

complaints about non-
residents at the beach 
stem from someone see-
ing an out of state plate 
in the lot and assuming 
that person shouldn’t 
be there. He said people 
who aren’t New Hamp-
shire residents can still 
be Gilford taxpayers 
who can use the beach. 

Selectman Kevin 
Hayes said he would 
prefer doing away with 
the seasonal passes alto-
gether and doing weekly 
passes for one household 
per week. 
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REGION — The “It’s 
For the Kids” Communi-
ty Challenge celebrated 
a successful year bring-
ing in a check for over 
$331,000 for the Greater 
Lakes Region Children’s 
Auction.

Community Chal-
lenge Teams and sup-
porters gathered in front 

of the Tanger Outlets on 
Friday, the last day of 
the 2021 Children’s Auc-
tion, and presented a 
check for $331,727 with a 
plus for more coming in.

The Community Chal-
lenge is a new evolution 
of Pub Mania at Pat-
rick’s Pub and Eatery in 
Gilford. Pub Mania, the 
“24-hour barstool chal-
lenge,” couldn’t go on in 

its original form in 2020 
because of the pandem-
ic. As a result, organiz-
ers came up with a new 
version of the team chal-
lenge where many more 
teams could fundraise 
all year. The first ever 
Community Challenge 
presented a check for 
$249,460 at the 2020 auc-
tion. 

“Like Pub Mania, the 

Challenge is a success 
because it’s in the con-
texts of the Children’s 
Auction because we 
know what the mis-
sion is,” said Patrick’s 
co-owner and Communi-
ty Challenge co-founder 
Allan Beetle during Fri-
day’s presentation. “The 
mission is about helping 
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FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Salmon Press is looking for 
press helpers, and also a 

lead pressoperator for our 
SOUTHBRIDG, MA 

newspaper printing
 headquarters.

Early deadlines 
for Christmas

To ensure that the Dec. 23 edition of the Gilford 
Steamer arrives in subscribers’ mail boxes on sched-
ule, the submission deadline for any press releases 
and letters to the Editor intended for publication 
that week has been changed to Thursday, Dec. 16 at 9 
a.m. Submissions can be e-mailed to Editor Brendan 
Berube at brendan@salmonpress.news.

The Gilford Steamer thanks our readers for coop-
erating with this scheduling change, and wishes one 
and all a safe and happy holiday season.
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Supporters and volunteers celebrate the final number of the 2021 Greater Lakes Region Children’s Auction.

40th annual Children’s Auction brings in $583,752

Town officials discuss beach passes

Community Challenge brings in more 
than $331,000 for Children’s Auction

Courtesy Photo

Teams and supporters with the “It’s For the Kids” Community Challenge present a check for $331,727+ to the Greater Lakes 
Region Children’s Auction.

SEE AUCTION PAGE 12

SEE PASSES PAGE 9

SEE CHALLENGE PAGE 9



The Gilford Police Department reported the fol-
lowing arrests during the week of Dec. 3-9.

A juvenile, age 17, was arrested on Dec. 6 for Pos-
session and/or Use of Tobacco Products by a Minor.

Patrick J. Ciampo, age 
37, of North Conway was 
arrested on Dec. 6 for Vi-
olation of a Protective Or-
der and Breach of Bail.

Matthew Scott 
Alighieri, age 41, of Gil-
ford was arrested on 
Dec. 6 for Domestic Vio-
lence-Simple Assault in-
volving Physical Contact.

David J. Fournier, age 
70, of Manchester was 
arrested on Dec. 8 for Un-
lawful Activities-Litter 
Control.

A 38-year-old male 
from Gilford was taken 
into protective custody 
for intoxication on Dec. 9.

Lynne Thomas Nes-
bitt, age 59, of Holderness 
was arrested on Dec. 9 for 
Conduct After an Acci-
dent.

Elijah Michael Bravo, 
age 19, of Clinton, Mass. 
was arrested on Dec. 9 on 
multiple counts of Theft 
By Unauthorized Taking.

• �omfort �eepers •
50 ways to bring seniors comfort and joy this season

BY MARTHA SWATS

Owner/Administrator

Comfort Keepers

There are many ways 
to bring connection, pur-
pose, and hope to seniors 
this holiday season and 
all year round. It can be 
refreshing and fun to 
incorporate new ideas 
and shake up our every-
day routine, especially 
during holidays.   

These fun ideas for 
families focus on activ-
ities to do with seniors, 
including grandparents, 
older parents, and elder-
ly neighbors. Some are 
free or affordable, and 
others may require some 
planning ahead.  These 
ideas can be enjoyed to-
gether or apart to bring 
joy and make new memo-
ries. Others are intended 
to bring joy to those that 
can’t spend time together 
in person.

Bake cookies or a fa-
vorite holiday treat

Make an ornament or 
cute holiday decoration 
as a gift

Help a senior shop for 
holiday gifts online

Wrap gifts on behalf of 
a senior and deliver them 
to loved ones

Have a drive-through 
holiday parade outside of 
a senior’s home

Gather everyone in 
your household and go 
caroling for seniors

Put together a gift 
basket of hot chocolate, 
baked goods or favorite 
holiday snacks

String lights outside of 
a senior’s home

Make a wreath for a 
senior’s door

Print photos of holi-
day memories and share 
them

Send cards, letters or 
notes of encouragement

Run a holiday errand 
for someone that is iso-
lating at home

Snap a few photos of 
your friends, family, and 
pets to send by text or 
email

Plan a surprise meal 
for a senior, either by 
cooking for the senior 
in your household or ar-
ranging meal delivery if 
you can’t be in-person

Draw a picture and 
send it in the mail

Lend a senior a favor-
ite book or movie and ex-
plain why you love it

Take a senior in your 
household for a sunset 
car ride

Celebrate the 12 days 
of Christmas by sending 
a senior gifts and treats.

Color a page from a 
coloring book and give it 
as a gift

Surprise a senior by 
playing or singing their 
favorite song over the 
phone or on a video call

Paint a picture and 
give it to a senior

Make and send a hand-
made card

Post sticky notes 
with uplifting messages 
around the house

Make origamis and 
present them as gifts

Tell a senior what you 
admire about them

Create a book of holi-
day memories for some-
one special

Thank someone that 
you appreciate

Listen to a senior rem-
inisce about the “good 
old days”

Surprise a senior by 
dancing to a favorite 
song on video or dance 

with a senior in your 
household!

Write a poem and give 
it as a gift

Bring coffee from 
their favorite coffee shop

Frame a senior’s fa-
vorite quote give it to 
them

Decorate for the hol-
idays, either outside of 
their home or inside if 
you’re in the same house-
hold

Read a favorite holi-
day book together over 
the phone

Send a senior a poin-
settia or other seasonal 
plant for their garden

Gift an indoor garden 
to someone that can’t be 
outside due to weather

Order supplies from 
an online crafts store for 
your loved one’s favorite 
hobby or something fun 
and new

Have your senior nar-
rate parts of their life 
for you. Write down the 
memories and create a 
booklet with photos for 
you all to cherish.

Have a fashion show 
showcasing silly holiday 
looks over video or with 
a senior in your house-

hold and dress up in 
themes from your loved 
one’s favorite era

Watch a favorite clas-
sic movie with a senior 
in your household

Ask your senior loved 
one to gather items to do-
nate, and take them to a 
charity drive for them

Have family phone or 
video calls

Record a voice journal 
and share it

Create a family holi-
day recipe book

Play Bingo online
Create a collage and 

gift it to a senior loved 
one

Play charades in-per-
son with those in your 
household or over video 
chat

Find a senior pen 
pal and send letters and 
notes on a regular basis

Share a favorite pod-
cast or audio book

Make a family tree 
and gift it to a senior

Comfort Keepers® can 
help

At Comfort Keepers®, 
we create individual 
care plans for every cli-
ent. These plans include 
wellness goals that con-
sider physical, mental, 
and emotional health. 
Our caregivers can help 
support physician-pre-
scribed exercise plans 

and help seniors engage 
in the activities they love 
the most. And, our care-
givers can help seniors 
stay connected with 
loved ones through video 
chats, phone calls, and 
care updates. We believe 
that every senior should 
experience the best in 
life. If you have questions 
about Comfort Keepers 
uplifting in-home care 
services, please contact 
us today.

   About Com-
fort Keepers 
    Comfort Keepers is a 
leader in providing in-
home care consisting of 
such services as com-
panionship, transpor-
tation, housekeeping, 
meal preparation, bath-
ing, mobility assistance, 
nursing services, and a 
host  of additional items 
all meant to keep seniors 
living independently 
worry free in the comfort 
of their homes.

    Comfort Keepers 
have been serving New 
Hampshire residents 
since 2005. Let us help 
you stay independent.

    Please call 603-536-
6060 or visit our Web site 
at nhcomfortkeepers.
com for more informa-
tion.
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A Collaborative Offering  
Work of 30 Local Artisans

Many Unique  & One of  a Kind Creations

For those Special People on Your Gift List

Visit Us This Holiday Season!

Located at
26A Central Square, Bristol

603-744-7700

Advising clients about
Wills and Trusts since 1985.

LACONIA — From 
Oct. 12 through Nov. 12t 
each Bank of New Hamp-
shire office participated 
in the annual Banking 
on Kindness Funds for 
Food Drive, which in to-
tal raised $15,151.43 for 
twenty different food 
pantries across the state 

of New Hampshire.
Thanks to generous 

Bank of New Hampshire 
customers, the Bank 
collected $10,122.43 in 
monetary donations 
at our offices. Further-
more, with Bank of New 
Hampshire’s commit-
ment to match donations 

up to $250.00 per office, 
the Bank’s match was 
$5,029.00 resulting in total 
donations of $15,151.43.

Each Bank of New 
Hampshire office had the 
opportunity to choose a 
local food pantry in their 
community to support, 
and were able to deliver 

the funds they raised in 
their office, along with 
the Bank’s match, to that 
local food pantry during 
the week of Thanksgiv-
ing. These monetary 
donations allow the lo-
cal food pantries to pur-
chase food to stock their 
shelves during a season 

when many are expe-
riencing an increased 
struggle with food inse-
curity.

“Our customers have 
once again blown us 
away with their generous 
donations to our Funds 
for Food Drive,” said 
Chris Logan, President 

and CEO for Bank of New 
Hampshire. “Together, 
we were able to make re-
cord breaking donations 
to our local food pantries, 
and I am confident that 
those donations are di-
rectly impacting the lives 
of individuals across our 
state who are bearing the 
weight of food insecurity 
this holiday season.”

 
Bank of New Hamp-

shire is proud of the 
impact of our Funds for 
Food Drive as we aspire 
to remain an indepen-
dent mutual financial 
institution, delivering 
innovative solutions and 
exceptional service, 
while assisting our em-
ployees, customers and 
communities to build 
brighter futures.

Bank of New Hamp-
shire, founded in 1831 
provides deposit, lending 
and wealth management 
products and services 
to families and busi-
nesses throughout New 
Hampshire and southern 
Maine. With 21 banking 
offices and assets exceed-
ing $2 billion, Bank of 
New Hampshire is the 
oldest and one of the larg-
est independent banks in 
the state. Bank of New 
Hampshire is a mutual 
organization, focused on 
the success of the bank’s 
customers, communities 
and employees, rather 
than stockholders.  For 
more information, call 
1-8000-832-0912 or vis-
it www.BankNH.com.

Bank of New Hampshire donates to
 20 food pantries across the state

Courtesy

Bank of New Hampshire employees deliver donations to food pantries across New Hampshire.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

GILFORD — For 
the first time in a long 
time, the Gilford girls’ 
hoop program has a new 
coach, as longtime men-
tor Rick Forge retired 
and Scott Currier takes 
over the helm of the 
Golden Eagles.

Currier comes to Gil-
ford from Inter-Lakes, 
where he was the girls’ 
basketball coach and is 
working on getting to 

know everyone and see 
where everyone fits.

“We had a solid pre-
season, as a new coach 
coming in there is a lot 
of getting to know play-
ers and what we are 
comfortable with and 
what we need to improve 
on,” Currier said. “That 
being said, their effort, 
attitude and work ethic 
has been great, so that is 
a good building block to 
start from.”

The Golden Eagles 

will be looking to the re-
turning trio of Maggie 
Shute, Maura Hughes 
and Vanessa Flanders 
to provide plenty of lead-
ership up front, while 
Olivia Keenan, Ryan 
Guyer and Millie Caldon 
are expected to play key 
roles as they integrate 
into the team. Caldon 
and Keenan are fresh-
men looking to make an 
immediate impact while 
Guyer returns to the 
team ready to make a 

big impact on this year’s 
squad.

“We are focusing on 
growing and improving 
as a team day to day and 
week to week,” Currier 
said. “Our thoughts are 
that if we keep the fo-
cus on those attainable 
goals and that process, 
than the larger goals or 
accomplishments will 
come as a result of that 
work.”

Gilford returns to 
a regular Division III 

schedule this year, play-
ing two games each 
against Belmont, St. 
Thomas, Prospect Moun-
tain and Berlin and sin-
gle games each against 
Monadnock, Hopkin-
ton, Mascoma, Stevens, 
Somersworth, Laconia, 
Newfound, White Moun-
tains, Winnisquam and 
Inter-Lakes.

The season began 
at Monadnock last Fri-
day and continued after 
deadline Tuesday, at 

home against Belmont. 
The Golden Eagles will 
be hosting Hopkinton 
on Monday, Dec. 20 and 
Mascoma on Wednes-
day, Dec. 22, both at 6 
p.m.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, ext. 
155 or josh@salmon-
press.news.

Friday, Dec. 17
BELMONT
Boys’ Hoops at Berlin; 6:30
Girls’ Hoops vs. Berlin; 6
GILFORD
Boys’ Hoops vs. Stevens; 6
WINNISQUAM
Boys’ Hoops at Somersworth; 7
Girls’ Hoops vs. Somersworth; 7

Saturday, Dec. 18
BELMONT-GILFORD
Hockey vs. Con-Val-Conant; 5:15
WINNISQUAM
Hockey at John 

Stark-Hopkinton; TBD
Wrestling at Con-

cord; 10
Monday, Dec. 20
BELMONT
Boys’ Hoops vs. 

Campbell; 6
Girls’ Hoops at Camp-

bell; 6
GILFORD
Alpine Skiing at Bret-

ton Woods; 10
Boys’ Hoops at Hop-

kinton; 7
Girls’ Hoops vs. Hop-

kinton; 6
WINNISQUAM
Boys’ Hoops at Ste-

vens; 7
Girls’ Hoops vs. Ste-

vens; 7

Wednesday, Dec. 22
BELMONT
Boys’ Hoops at Winnisquam; 7
Girls’ Hoops vs. Winnisquam; 6
Hockey vs. Berlin-Gorham; 5:15
GILFORD
Boys’ Hoops at Mascoma; 6:30
Girls’ Hoops vs. Mascoma; 6
WINNISQUAM
Boys’ Hoops vs. Belmont; 7
Girls’ Hoops at Belmont; 7
Hockey at Kennett; 6:30

All schedules are sub-
ject to change.

Currier takes over Gilford girls’ hoop program

HIGH SCHOOL SLATE

BRAKE FOR 
MOOSE
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SAVE YOUR LIFE!

HUNDREDS OF COLLISIONS

BRAKE FOR 
MOOSE

IT COULD
SAVE YOUR LIFE!



Living off the land 
has always been the key 
to life as we’ve known it, 
from Native Americans 
to European colonies to 
today’s people, with one 
foot in the past and the 
other feeling around for 
the next step.

 
Right now, the next 

step seems to be using 
the landscape as a back-
drop for everything from 
motorized recreation 
(snowmobiles, ATVs, 
leaf-peepers) to land 
development and sus-
tainable logging. Then 
we have the current vi-
rus-driven land specu-
lation and what the gov-
ernment calls “housing 
starts,” another turn of 
events that has generat-
ed little media attention.

 
People trying to 

scratch out a living here 
have relied on hunting 
and gathering, timber 
exploitation, subsistence 
farming, potato whisky, 
starch mills, cheese fac-
tories, dairy farming, 
migration from the cit-
ies, immigration, nat-
ural growth, and land-
scape-driven lifestyles. 
Thus, any new develop-
ments in trying to eke 
out a living from the 
land should come as no 
surprise.

 
One of New Hamp-

shire’s most sustainable 
resources is its people. 
Nothing much is likely 
to knock them down, 
not even the occasional 
rampant virus. “There 
is a certain boldness and 
brightness to the step,” 
is how one long-ago writ-
er put it. It is the kind of 
effect that can make you 
think you can do busi-

ness on a handshake (ca-
veat emptor).

 
+++++
 
Long-distance rac-

es are a recent evolu-
tion, ranging from run-
paddle-run events to 
bicycle races. One can 
visualize a pretty sim-
ple food-to-energy cost 
in such enterprises, and 
they are relatively easy 
on the landscape.

 
At the high end of 

such things is the at-
tempt in Colorado to 
emulate the Europeans 
in their alpine-skiing 
three-to five-day treks. 
The term “hut” hardly 
does justice to the new 
American West experi-
ence, which offers cre-
ative food, hot showers, 
and fresh linens. Guests 
do none of the work. 
Firewood, for instance, 
is evidently brought in 
by elves.

 
The Colorado expe-

rience primarily at-
tracts people who are 
fit enough to be on the 
high end of back coun-
try skiing, and who are 
prepared to put skins 
onto alpine skis and sch-
lep cross-country to ski 
the slopes of one peak 
after another. But the 
real attraction is not just 
the landscape, but the 
“huts,” and the level of 
service they offer.

 
In terms of jobs, this 

kind of thing can be 
seen as a high return. It 
could never equal that of 
the grand hotels, but its 
strength is in its spread-
out variety.

 
+++++
 
New Hampshire is 

about 84 percent forest-
ed, second in the Lower 
48, behind only Maine 
(89 percent). Most peo-
ple I run into who care 
about this kind of thing 
(they mostly run away) 
think this state was at 

one time about half-
cleared (which is true), 
and that it was for dairy 
cows. Nay, nay (wait---
that’s a horse), not true. 
It was for sheep.

 
New England at one 

time rivaled the likes of 
Australia, New Zealand, 
and Scotland in the ex-
port of wool. In gener-
al, in the post-Industial 
Revolution world, Eu-
rope had the machinery, 
and we and the other 
countries had the land. 
In the end, of course, we 
took over the machinery 
leadership and surfed 
the wave well until syn-
thetic fiber came along.

 
For a while there, 

New Hampshire had 
thousands of wool-pro-
ducing farms big and 
small, ranging from 
subsistence farms with 
only half a dozen sheep-
--all scissor-shorn---to 
larger outfits that had 
water-powered shear-
ing machines and, later, 
steam-driven machin-
ery, and then electricity 
until the wool market 
began its waning years.

 
Not until the arrival 

of the railroads and re-
frigerated cars could the 
dairy industry evolve 
and take its successive 
hold on northern New 
England farms. Until 
then, the driving force 
behind those stone walls 
we now step over far 
back in the woods, all 
over hill and dale, were 
driven not by cows, but 
sheep.

 +++++
 
Because I’ve been 

newspapering for so 
long, and so enjoyed do-
ing radio and television 
on the side, I’ve also had 
a keen ear for advertis-
ing---the driving force 
behind the news busi-
ness. Well, to call it “the 
news business” is a bit 
of a misuse. News is sup-
posed to be sacrosanct, a 
healthy step away from 

crass commercialism. 
But it is the capitalist 
system---call it crass 
commercialism---that al-
lows the news world to 
exist.

 
Anyway, lest we wal-

low in this swamp, I’ve 
long had an abnormal 
interest in the content of 
newspaper ads and radio 
and television commer-
cials, and how and why 
they are made.

 
---A round of applause 

for MacDonald’s, for a 
TV commercial featur-
ing two working stiffs 
in a truck, one sound 
asleep while the other 
orders early morning 
coffee for two from the 
drive-through. For city 
and small-town Ameri-
cans alike, this ad reso-
nates.

 
---A big “boo” for 

all the sound-alike ads 
hovering around the 
Medicare signup peri-
od, like vultures. Many 
of the supposed freebies 
are rare to nonexistent, 
Medicare itself has all 
sorts of free help avail-
able, and the “health 
plans” these outfits offer 
add their own costs to 
the heap. 

 +++++
 
Many people out and 

about on the landscape 
have no clue about the 
role of potatoes in the 
clearing of the land. As I 
understand it, our acidic 
soils produce potatoes 
that are very good, for 
sure (in fact, superior, in 
my book), but have a lot 
of blemishes. Thus when 
fickle, spoiled consum-
ers began getting picky 
about appearance, our 
spuds could not compete 
with gorgeous, design-
er-potatoes from Oregon 
and California.

 
Maine, meanwhile, 

held onto its potato in-
dustry, and did it by 
forgetting supermarket 
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Send us your letters!
We seek your input! Tax rate got you down? 

Glendale too congested for your liking? Do you 
approve of a recent selectmen decision? Hate the 
paper? Love the paper? Let us know!

Send your letters to:
Gilford Steamer

5 Water Street • Meredith, NH, 03253

Our fax number is 279 3331. 
E-mail us at brendan@salmonpress.news.

We’re looking forward to hearing from you! 

An epidemic 
of ‘experts’

“Ignorance more frequently begets confidence 
than does knowledge.” — Charles Darwin

It seems as though in today’s society, everyone is 
an expert.  It’s one thing to have a specific belief sys-
tem or an educated opinion on a certain topic, (with 
the operative word here being educated) this to in-
clude all topics.  However, it seems as though critical 
thinking has all but flown right out of the window.  
Common sense is used less and less with people mak-
ing outlandish assumptions, believing misinforma-
tion and falling into line with outright absurdities.  
Social media doesn’t help.  Unfortunately, some peo-
ple will read a meme and take it as face value.  Some 
people even think JFK, Jr. is coming back to life.  

With that, let us make one thing clear. None of 
us are experts — unless, well, we are.  It turns out 
there’s a name for this phenomenon, called the Dun-
ning-Kruger effect.  This is defined as a cognitive 
bias in which people think they are smarter and 
more capable than they are.  So much so that people 
don’t recognize their own incompetence. 

The Dunning-Kruger effect takes place when a 
person begins speaking at length about a topic they 
know nothing about, yet claims everyone else is un-
informed and wrong.  For an example, if a student 
fails a test, yet believes they should have received an 
A.  They are incapable of seeing their own faults. 

David Dunning, an American social psychologist 
who along with Justin Kruger discovered the phe-
nomenon, described it as such: “Instead, the incom-
petent are often blessed with an inappropriate con-
fidence, buoyed by something that feels to them like 
knowledge.  The trouble with ignorance is that it can 
feel just like expertise.” 

The cause of this effect, as described by Dunning, 
is that people are too incompetent to realize how in-
competent they are.  These individuals will fail to 
recognize the skill and expertise of others. 

Also mentioned by Dunning is what’s called meta-
cognition.  This is the ability to look within and eval-
uate yourself honestly.  Oftentimes, those who suffer 
from this syndrome hear a small amount of knowl-
edge on a topic, and then think they are experts.  

No one person is an expert at everything.  Dun-
ning pointed out that everyone has areas in which 
they are incompetent.  Oftentimes, if a person is an 
expert in one area, they mistakenly think they are 
an expert in all areas.  Dunning did point out that 
those individuals who are genuine experts in any 
given field, are more likely to see their own flaws 
in other areas, and are able to accept the knowledge 
and expertise in others who truly possess it. 

If your car breaks down, you will not bring it to 
the dentist.  If you have a toothache, you will not go 
see a florist.  Further, with the divide in our coun-
try politically, let us remember, that politics has 
zero to do with anyone’s skill set.  Our healthcare 
workers are being harassed daily by those who be-
lieve they are experts.  There are doctors, nurses and 
healthcare providers who are both Republicans and 
Democrats or Independents.  Car repair is car re-
pair, healthcare is healthcare, creating a fine dining 
menu and becoming a top-rated chef is simply about 
food and creativity.  We need to stop politicizing any-
thing other than politics.  

Common sense and critical thinking needs to find 
its way back into our society.  Common sense is de-
fined as the sound and prudent judgement based on a 
simple perception of the situation or fact. 

As far as the political divide that has taken hold 
in this country.  It’s ridiculous.  There is no need for 
anyone, on either side, to be filled with so much an-
ger, because their candidate lost, or because some-
one disagrees with your way of thinking. The beauty 
of our country is that we can all think differently and 
still respect one another, and still have the ability to 
laugh over beers and pizza on a Friday night.  The 
angry political signs still strewn about on either 
side, are tacky, immature and unintelligent.  We can 
do better. 

By John harrigan

Columnist

It wasn’t about cows, but sheep; 
 and making stone walls was cheap

North Country Notebook

COURTESY PHOTO

Lending a hand
Aroma Joe’s in Alton loves their community. They love their regulars, their summer guests and those just traveling 
through town. They know that it is this community that helps them stay open and they are truly thankful. Each year they 
try and do something fun around this time to celebrate not only the holidays but the shop’s birthday. In the past we have 
had Mr. and Mrs. Claus come to the hut, have donated toys to Toys For Tots, and once braved the winter winds with the 
fire and police department to host a Touch a Truck. This year, Aroma Joe’s community outreach manager, Lindsey Ellis, 
wanted to focus on the community’s bellies. She suggested a can drive. When they realized that the hut is too small to 
be a home to 100s of cans, they knew that wouldn’t work. Together Ellis and owner Amanda Parkhurst put their minds 
to work. They decided that the owners would give $1 for every $1 the baristas made in tips on Thanksgiving weekend. 
Together with a community that supports the hard working baristas so much, they raised $927 that will be donated to 
the Alton Community Services. When delivering the check, Alton Community Services told the Aroma Joe’s staff  how 
much the donation is going to help and how grateful they are.

SEE NOTEBOOK PAGE 5



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

GILFORD — The Gil-
ford boys’ hoop team is 
coming off back-to-back 
Division III champion-
ships and will return a 
large group of players 
who should be able to 
help the Golden Eagles 
make another run to-
ward the title.

“Our focus is to get 
better each day and to be 
a hard “out” in the end,” 
said third-year head 
coach Rick Acquilano.

The Golden Eagles 
will be looking at a large 

flock of returning play-
ers, including seniors 
Riley Marsh, Austin 
Normandin and Mitch 
Pratt, juniors Jalen Re-
ese and Sam Cheek and 
sophomore Isaiah Reese.

Jalen Reese is expect-
ed to be what Acquilano 
calls the team’s stat guy. 
“Rebounds, scoring, 
blocked shots and as-
sists, he does it all,” the 
Golden Eagle coach said.

Marsh has continued 
to grow in the team’s 
system and is a strong 
leader and defender and 
a capable scorer as well.

Isaiah Reese comes to 
the team as a complete 
player who can lead the 
team in scoring on any 
given night and also con-
trol the glass and make 
plays all over the floor.

Normandin is the 
team’s workhorse, who 
is a strong rebounder 
and defender and also a 
capable scorer. Acquila-
no notes that his leader-
ship skills are continu-
ing to develop as well.

Cheek will be taking 
over the center position 
for Gilford this season 
as a capable scorer and 

also someone the team 
will count on to anchor 
the defense and control 
the glass.

Pratt plays with a 
high motor and will be a 
pivotal player, as he can 
score and defend as well.

“Much of our depth is 
still being put together 
and we will see from that 
group who emerges,” 
Acquilano said.

Newcomers include 
Mike Macaione, Logan 
Grant, Noah Smith, 
Brendan Baldi and Cam 
Corcoran will all be bat-
tling for playing time in 

the new season.
The Golden Eagles 

will return to a regu-
lar Division III sched-
ule, with two games 
each against Belmont, 
St. Thomas, Prospect 
Mountain, and Berlin 
and single games each 
with Monadnock, Ste-
vens, Hopkinton, Mas-
coma, Somersworth, 
Newfound, White Moun-
tains, Winnisquam and 
Inter-Lakes.

Gilford kicked off 
the season with a 72-40 
win over Monadnock 
on Friday. The schedule 

continued after dead-
line Tuesday at Belmont 
and will continue with a 
home game against Ste-
vens on Friday, Dec. 17, 
at 6 p.m., at Hopkinton 
on Monday, Dec. 20, at 
7 p.m. for a rematch of 
last year’s title game and 
will finish up the 2021 
portion of the regular 
schedule at Mascoma on 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, at 
6:30 p.m.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, ext. 
155 or josh@salmon-
press.news.

QUINCY, Mass. — At-
lantic Broadband, the 
eighth-largest cable 
operator in the U.S., 
worked to provide food, 
education, and health-
care for children in need 
through its participation 

in the Greater Lakes Re-
gion Children’s Auction, 
which ran from Dec. 7 
through Dec. 10. 

Over its 40-year histo-
ry, the benefit has raised 
more than $7 million 
for charities across the 

Greater Lakes region 
through volunteer work, 
community donations, 
and corporate sponsor-
ships. Last year’s dona-
tions supported the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Cen-
tral New Hampshire, 

Got Lunch! Laconia, the 
Lakes Region Mental 
Health Center, and many 
other organizations.

As a media partner, 
Atlantic Broadband 
has been providing a 
live stream of the auc-
tion since 1998. This al-
lows viewers to watch 
the auction and bid on 
items from home. Do-
nors can watch bidding 
in real time at children-
sauction.com. Atlantic 
Broadband also provides 
a live feed of the auction 
to Lakes Region Public 
Access Channel 25. This 
year, volunteers from 
Atlantic Broadband also 
answered phones and 
took bids on those auc-
tion items callers saw on 
air and online. 

“Atlantic Broadband 
proudly supports the 
mission of the Children’s 
Auction, which empow-
ers children to succeed 

and positively impact 
the Greater Lakes Re-
gion,” said Nadine Hein-
en, Region Operations 
Director for Atlantic 
Broadband.

The auction depends 
on the support of gener-
ous donors and volun-
teers. This year, more 
than 700 volunteers from 
central New Hampshire 
collected more than 2,000 
donations from local 
businesses for auction.

“We could not do 
this auction without 
the community support 
we have,” said Jennifer 
Kelley, Executive Di-
rector of the Children’s 
Auction. “Atlantic 
Broadband is integral to 
bringing the Children’s 
Auction to life for under-
served kids in the com-
munity.” 

For more information 
about the Greater Lakes 
Region Children’s Auc-

tion, visit childrensauc-
tion.com. To learn more 
about Atlantic Broad-
band, visit atlanticbb.
com. 

 
About Atlantic Broad-

band
Atlantic Broadband, 

a subsidiary of Cogeco 
Communications Inc. 
(TSX: CCA), is the eighth- 
largest cable operator in 
the United States. The 
company provides its 
residential and business 
customers with Internet, 
TV and Phone services 
in 12 states: Connecti-
cut, Delaware, Florida, 
Maine, Maryland, New 
Hampshire, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
South Carolina, Virginia 
and West Virginia. WiFi 
Your Way is a registered 
trademark of Atlantic 
Broadband.

appearance and going 
for industrial uses in-
stead. These include ev-
erything from French 
fries to potato puffs to 
canned potatoes, which 
I’ve used and are in fact 
pretty good. Why New 
Hampshire didn’t opt for 
a similar tack is another 
question.

 
As for potato whisky, 

this was either top-shelf 
stuff or something to be 
spat out until some rum 
or hard cider got passed 

around. Today, there are 
half a dozen or so distill-
eries in New Hampshire 
that produce potato vod-
ka, but none making po-
tato whisky that I could 
find. Suffice to say that 
in days of yore the stuff 
was produced hither and 
yon and was not perish-
able until ingestion, af-
ter which the jury is still 
out.

 +++++
 
As for stone walls, 

there was never any lack 

of the material, and to be 
made fit for plowing the 
land had to be cleared 
of stumps and stones. 
Thus, everything that 
could be pried onto a 
stone-boat was hauled 
to adjoining boundaries, 
and remaining outcrops 
of bedrock and glacial er-
ratics were left to roving 
(and pricy) dynamiters, 
or left to the ages, to be 
plowed around for gen-
erations.

 
Stone walls can be 

seen as cheap alterna-
tives to expensive and 
rock-free bottomland, 
and anyone who knows 
history can understand 
why the enticement of 
stone-free land in Illinois 
and Indiana made local 
farm families move out 
there in droves.

 
The stone walls we 

step across today were 
built by husbands and 
wives and teenagers and 
even kids, who joined 
forces and pried rocks 
out of the ground and 
hauled them to the edg-
es or a central pile. They 
are testimony to just 
how far people had to go, 
and did go, to eke out a 
living from the land.

(Please address 
mail, including phone 
numbers for questions, 
to campguyhooligan@
gmail.com or 386 South 
Hill Rd., Colebrook, NH 
03576.)
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VINTAGE AND 
THRIFT STORE 

Open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thurs. through Sun. 
62 Main Street (right next to the Common Man) Ashland

603-254-5801
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Edward Jones: Financial Focus

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Before investing in bonds, you should understand the risks involved, including credit risk and market risk. Bond investments are also subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease, and the investor can lose principal value if the investment is sold prior to maturity.

What are your financial resolutions for 2022?
As you know, 2021 was full of chal-
lenges. We were still feeling the ef-
fects of the COVID-19 pandemic 
when supply chains shut down and 
inflation heated up. So, if you’re like 
many people, you might not be sor-
ry to see the year come to a close. 
But now it’s time to look ahead to 
a brighter 2022. And on a personal 
level, you may want to set some New 
Year’s resolutions. You might resolve 
to improve your health and diet, and 
possibly learn some new skills, but 
why not make some financial reso-
lutions, too?
Here are a few ideas to consider:
• Prepare for the unexpected. If you 
haven’t already created an emergen-
cy fund, now may be a good time 
to start. Ideally, you’d like to have 
three to six months’ worth of liv-
ing expenses in this fund, with the 
money kept in a low-risk, liquid 
account. (If you’re retired, you may 
want your emergency fund to con-

tain up to a year’s worth of living 
expenses.) Once you’ve got this fund 
established, you may be able to avoid 
dipping into long-term investments 
to pay for short-term needs, such as 
costly home or auto repairs or large 
medical bills.
• Boost your retirement savings. The 
pandemic caused many us to reeval-
uate our ability to eventually enjoy 
the retirement lifestyles we’ve envi-
sioned. In fact, 33% of those plan-
ning to retire soon said they started 
to contribute even more to their re-
tirement savings during the pandem-
ic, according to a study from Age 
Wave and Edward Jones. This year, 
if you can afford it, increase your 
contributions to your IRA and your 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored 
retirement plan.
• Reduce your debt load. The less debt 
you carry, the more money you’ll 
have available to support your life-
style today and save and invest for 

tomorrow. So, this year, resolve to 
cut down on your existing debts and 
avoid taking on new ones whenever 
possible. You can motivate yourself 
by measuring your progress – at the 
beginning of 2022, record your total 
debts and then compare this figure to 
your debt load at the start of 2023. 
If the numbers have dropped, you’ll 
know you were making the right 
moves.
• Don’t overreact to the headlines. A 
lot can happen during a year. Con-
sider inflation – it shot up in 2021, 
but it may well subside in 2022. If 
you changed your investment strat-
egy last year to accommodate the 
rise in inflation, would you then 
have to modify it again when prices 
fall? And inflation is just one event. 
What about changes in interest rates? 

How about new legislation coming 
out of Washington? And don’t for-
get extreme weather events, such 
as wildfires and floods. Any or all 
of these occurrences can affect the 
financial markets in the short term, 
but it just doesn’t make sense for you 
to keep changing the way you invest 
in response to the news of the day. 
Instead, stick with a strategy that’s 
appropriate for your goals, risk tol-
erance and time horizon. You may 
need to adjust this strategy over time, 
in response to changes in your own 
life, but don’t let your decisions be 
dictated by external events.
These aren’t the only financial reso-
lutions you can make – but following 
them may help you develop positive 
habits that can help you face the fu-
ture with confidence.

Jacqueline Taylor
Financial Advisor

3 Mill Street
PO Box 176

Meredith NH 03253
603-279-3161

Fax 866-532-8685
jacqueline.taylor@edwardjones.com

To Our Advertisers, 
Tracy and Lori would like to thank all our 
advertisers for their continued advertising  
and support.
We have built strong relationships with our 
advertisers and look forward to a brighter 
new year in 2022.

With our  
Appreciation  

at the Holidays!

Courtesy

An event at Tamworth Distilling, one of several such enter-
prises around the state, some producing potato vodka but 
evidently none producing potato whisky. (Courtesy Tamworth 
Distilling)

NOTEBOOK (Continued from Page A4)

 Gilford hoop boys setting sights 
on another championship

Atlantic Broadband supports children in need 
through Greater Lakes Region Children’s Auction
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REGION — ‘Making 
a difference one dona-
tion at a time,’ Mix 94.1 
FM’s 35th annual Cash 
and Cans Money & Food 
Drive for the holidays 
is set for Dec. 13-17. All 
monies and food raised 
stays local, benefiting 
several area organi-
zations, including the 
Franklin Police Toys for 
Tots Program; the Bel-
mont Police Santa ‘Lil 
Helpers program; Twin 
Rivers Interfaith Food 
Pantry; Bread & Roses 
Soup Kitchen; Tilton/
Northfield/Sanborn-
ton Christmas Fund; 
Every Child Is Ours; 
Greater Lakes Region 

Santa Fund, Meredith 
Emergency Food Pan-
try, the Northfield-Til-
ton Congregational 
Church Food Pantry, St. 
Joseph’s Belmont Food 
Pantry and others. 

Last year was anoth-
er record year for dona-
tions, with over $52,000 
in cash and more than 
30,000 non-perishable 
food items raised. 

Mix 94.1 FM’s Fred 
Caruso, who started the 
program in 1987, looks 
forward to this week 
every year, comment-
ing “We meet so many 
generous people during 
Cash and Cans week. It’s 
a heart-warming week, 

from kids giving their 
piggy bank money to the 
business community do-
nating, all we ask is peo-
ple give what they can. 
And the best part…it all 
stays right here in our 
central New Hampshire 
Community.” 

Caruso acknowledg-
es this will be another 
different year, still deal-
ing with the pandemic, 
adding “We’re taking all 
precautions but, we’ll be 
out there. Many people 
are hurting right now 
due to job loss and sick-
ness. Our goal is to try 
to help as many people 
as possible through the 
organizations that bene-

fit from the generosity of 
our listeners.” 

Caruso and morn-
ing co-host Amy Bates 
will broadcast live from 
18 different locations, 
accepting your Cash 
and Cans donations. 
All broadcasts are out-
side with all safety pro-
tocols in place. Here 
where they’ll be, and 
when they’ll be there: 
 
Monday, Dec. 13: 5:30-
9 a.m., George’s Din-
er, Meredith; 10 a.m.-
1 p.m., Vista Foods, 
Laconia; 2-5pm, Verizon 
Wireless Zone/Ameri-
can Shaman, Laconia. 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 14: 5:30-8 
a.m., Willow Hill Food 
& Beverage, Frank-
lin; 9-11 a.m., Stafford 
Oil Laconia; 11 a.m.-1 

p.m., HK Powersports, 
Laconia; 2-5 p.m., Belk-
nap Subaru, Tilton 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 15: 
5:30-10 a.m. Dunkin’ 
Donuts, West Main 
Street, Tilton. Make a 
minimum ten dollar 
donation, get a dozen 
donuts free; 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., Prescott’s Florist, 
Laconia; 1-3 p.m., Irwin 
Motors, Laconia; 4-7 
p.m., McDonald’s Tilton 
 
Thursday, Dec. 16: 
5:30-10 a.m., Park-N-Go 
Market, Northfield; 11 
a.m.-1 p.m., T-Bones La-
conia; 2-4 p.m., Frank-
lin Savings Bank Up-
per Central Street, 
Franklin; 4:30-7 p.m., 
Planet Honda, Tilton. 
 
Friday, Dec. 17: 5:30-

10 a.m., McDonald’s 
Franklin; 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Benson Auto, Franklin; 
2:30-5:30 p.m., Grevior 
Furniture, Franklin.

Donations may also 
be made by mail. Please 
make checks payable 
to Mix Cash and Cans 
and mail to Mix 94.1fm, 
PO Box 99, Franklin, 
NH 03235 or Venmo @
Mixcashandcans. For 
more information about 
the Mix Cash and Cans 
program, visit www.
mix941fm.com or con-
tact Fred Caruso at 
fred@mix941fm.com. 
Mix Cash and Cans is 
a public service of Mix 
94.1 FM, a locally owned 
and operated Northeast 
Communications Corpo-
ration radio station. 

BY HERB GREENE

Director

Gilford Parks and Recreation

Bolduc Park Cross 
Country Ski program 
The Gilford Parks and 
Recreation Department 
will be offering four 
weeks of Cross Country 
Ski Lessons at Bolduc 
Park this winter.  Les-
sons begin on Saturday, 
Jan. 8, and will continue 
through Jan. 29, 2022 (in 
the event a day is can-
celled because of poor 
weather, it will be made 
up the week(s) following 
Jan. 29).  Lessons begin 
at 10 a.m., and rental skis 
may be picked up at 9 
a.m. at Piche’s Ski Shop! 
Registration forms are 
available at the Gil-
ford Parks and Recre-
ation Department, the 
department’s Web site 
at www.gilfordrec.com, 
Bolduc Park and Piche’s 
Ski Shop.  Please mail, 

fax or drop off your 
registrations direct-
ly to Piche’s Ski Shop. 
 
Cost:   $100 per person in-
cludes rental equipment! 
           $50 per per-
son if you have your 
own equipment! 
 
If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Bob 
or Pat Bolduc at 387-4202. 
 
Boston Celtics bus trip 
scheduled for March 1 
The Gilford Parks and 
Recreation Department 
and Moultonborough 
Recreation Department 
are co-sponsoring a Bus 
Trip to Boston to see the 
Celtics take on the Atlan-
ta Hawks on Tuesday, 
March 1.  The cost of the 
trip includes round trip 
motor coach from Moul-
tonborough or Gilford 
and your ticket (section 
324 of the balcony) to the 
game. Our deluxe motor 

coach will depart from 
Moultonborough Cen-
tral School at 4 p.m. and 
the Gilford High School 
at 4:45 p.m. for the 7:30 
p.m. game. You will 
have time to visit the 
pro-shop and get dinner 
on your own prior to the 
game. Seats are limited; 
a registration form must 
be completed accompa-
nied by payment and 
tickets are non-refund-
able.  Please be sure to 
review COVID-19 re-
strictions for the Coach 
Company, TD Garden 
and the City of Boston 
prior to registering. 
 
Cost:   $100 per person 
 
For more information, 
please contact the Gil-
ford Parks and Recre-
ation Department at 527-
4722 or visit their Web 
site at www.gilfordrec.
com.

BY ERIN PLUMMER

mnews@salmonpress.news

The Gilford Village 
Candlelight Stroll will 
take place this Saturday 
after being postponed 
the week before due to 
bad weather.

The stroll was ini-
tially scheduled for Dec. 
11, but a rainy weather 
forecast resulted in the 
event being postponed 
to the week after. The 
event has been resched-
uled to this Saturday, 
Dec. 18, from 4-7 p.m.

This year, the stroll 
will take place within a 
loop of Belknap Moun-
tain Road, Potter Hill 
Road, and Bacon Drive. 
Belknap Mountain 
Road will be closed off 
from Potter Hill Road to 
the Bacon Drive. 

Several different 
events and activities 
will go on during the 
stroll.

The Gilford Commu-
nity band will perform 
at the Gilford Commu-
nity Church from 4-5 
p.m. Events will go on 
for the rest of the stroll 
from 5-7 p.m.

The Village Field will 
have a bonfire tended 
to by members of the 
Gilford Fire-Rescue De-
partment. People can 
enjoy s’mores and visits 
with Santa.

A horse drawn car-
riage will offer one-
way rides between the 
Gilford Public Library 
and Bacon Drive. The 
library will also have 
cookies, cocoa, and or-
nament making. 

The Belknap Moun-
tain Grange will be 
open, and people can 
tour three areas of the 
building. 

The Union Meet-
inghouse will have a 
Christmas village set up 
and live musical perfor-
mances. 

Different stands and 
activities have tradi-
tionally take place along 
the route. 

Parking will be 
available at Gilford El-
ementary School and 
the Gilford Middle and 
High School lots. Park-
ing can also be found at 
the Gilford Community 
Church and the upper 
lot of the Gilford Public 
Library.

MEREDITH — Mer-
edith Village Savings 
Bank (MVSB) is looking 
for donations of new 
handmade or store-
bought mittens, hats, 
gloves and scarves for 
their annual Mitten Tree 
drive, now through De-
cember 31. All items will 
be donated to local non-
profits serving children 
and families and for each 
item donated, MVSB will 
make a $2 contribution 
that will be evenly split 
among Interlakes Com-
munity Caregivers, GOT 
LUNCH! Laconia and 
GOT LUNCH! Ashland.

 
Mitten Tree donations 

can be dropped off at any 
MVSB branch location. 
Nonprofits in need of 
mittens, hats, gloves and 
scarves should contact 
the Bank office closest 
to them. A complete list 
of offices and hours are 
available at mvsb.com.

 
“The Mitten Tree is a 

simple way that commu-
nity members can give 
back to those in need this 
holiday season,” said 
Rick Wyman, President 
of MVSB. “It is a holiday 

tradition we’ve proudly 
hosted since 1979 and we 
are excited to contribute 
to these local organiza-
tions helping to ensure 
local children and fami-
lies don’t go hungry.”

 
A donation of $2 for 

every item collected 
throughout the drive 
will be evenly divided 
and awarded to:

 
·         Interlakes Com-

munity Caregivers, a 
volunteer organization 
that provides support-
ive services and infor-
mation for neighbors to 
assist them in their daily 
lives. Visit www.inter-
lakescares.org for more 
information.

 
·         GOT LUNCH! 

Laconia, a collaboration 
of community partners 
coming together to help 
feed children during the 
summer months. Vis-
it www.gotlunchlaconia.
com for more informa-
tion.

 
·         GOT LUNCH! 

Ashland, a collaboration 
of community partners 
coming together to help 

feed children during the 
summer months.

 
Unlike a stock bank, 

MVSB is a mutual sav-
ings bank that operates 
for the benefit of its de-
positors, borrowers and 
surrounding communi-
ties. As a result, MVSB 
has remained steadfast 
in fostering the econom-
ic health and well-be-
ing of the community 
since it was founded in 
1869. For over 150 years, 
Meredith Village Sav-
ings Bank (MVSB), has 
been serving the people, 
businesses, non-profits 
and municipalities of 
Central NH. MVSB and 
its employees are guided 
by the values of account-
ability, mutuality, excel-
lence, respect, integrity, 
teamwork and steward-
ship. To learn more, vis-
it any of the local branch 
offices located in Alton, 
Ashland, Center Harbor, 
Gilford, Laconia, Mere-
dith, Moultonborough, 
Plymouth, Portsmouth 
or Wolfeboro, call 800-
922-6872 or visit mvsb.
com.

35th Annual Cash & Cans schedule set

Courtesy

Rob & Bob Bolduc of Piche’s Ski & Sport Shop help jump-start this year’s Mix Cash & Cans 
campaign with a $500 donation.

MVSB kicks off annual 
Mitten Drive to benefit 

children, families 
and nonprofits

Candlelight Stroll
 is this Saturday

Gilford Parks and 
Recreation News 

SalmonPress.com
If it’s important to you,

It’s 
important  

to us.



LACONIA — Santa will be answer-
ing children’s letters dropped at the 
Belknap Mill until 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
13! 

Recently, new Laconia resident 
Kimberly Smith was reminiscing 
about a ‘Letters to Santa Program’ that 
was held by the town recreation de-
partment where she used to work. Kim 
shared that, “the program was phased 
out, which was rather sad, as it was so 
magical for many.” Kim decided that 
she wanted to bring the program to the 
community where she and her family 
are now calling home. She reached out 
via Facebook to the Belknap Mill and 
Tara Shore, Program & Operations 
Manager thought this was an opportu-

nity for a wonderful collaboration. 
Children are invited to visit the 

Mill Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
to write their letters at a specially de-
signed Santa Letter Writing station in 
the lobby or drop off their already writ-
ten letters in Santa’s mailbox. 

Kim, Santa’s designated Volunteer 
Elf for Laconia, will pick up the letters 
and send them straight to Santa so 
that he can respond before Christmas. 
Once the letters have been responded 
to, Kim will donate the original letters 
to Macy’s Believe Program, which do-
nates $1 to Make-A-Wish for every let-
ter they receive. 

To ensure all children who write to 
Santa receive a response, the child’s 
name and address must be attached 
to their letter and dropped with a pre-
stamped envelope. Kim Smith is vol-
unteering her time for this project and 
is looking forward to giving back to 
the Laconia community! The Belknap 
Mill expects this program to become a 
permanent 
part of our 
A n n u a l 
Y u l e t i d e 
traditions 
event held 
each No-
vember. 

LACONIA — Two 
large medical office 
buildings located at 724 
and 734 N. Main St. in 
Laconia have recent-
ly changed ownership. 
Concord Hospital/La-
conia will continue to 
operate their multi-spe-
cialty clinic, obstetrics, 
and gynecology practic-
es in these two adjacent 
landmark buildings. 
Constructed in 1937, The 
Laconia Clinic building 
has served the medical 
needs of surrounding 
communities for de-
cades. Now, with Con-
cord Hospital operating 
the facility, it’s certain 
to continue for many 
more. 

Bruce Labranche of 
Roche Realty Group 
in Meredith represent-
ed the buyer, Yankton 
Property CHL, 724 and 
734 LLC, in acquiring 
these two properties in 
the heart of downtown 
Laconia which have ac-

tive leases in place with 
Concord Hospital. The 
seller of the property 
was Laconia Clinic Prop-
erties, Inc., represent-
ed by Laura Gamache 
of KW Metropolitan. 
The closing was held at 
Wescott Law in Laconia 
with Attorney Sarah N. 
Rubury.

The principal of 
Yankton Property, John 
Anderson, commented, 
“My family is pleased to 
be investing in the La-
conia community and 
in particular in a health 
care provider whose doc-
tors have continuously 
provided crucial clinical 
care to the Lakes Region 
at these locations for de-
cades. We are proud to 
be associated with Con-
cord Hospital/Laconia 
and look forward to a 
long relationship with 
them.”

According to Bruche 
Labranche of Roche Re-
alty Group, “The 724 N. 

Main Street building, 
where the clinic is lo-
cated, includes 28,373 sf. 
This three-story brick 
medical office building 
has 95 exam rooms and 
offices. There are 12 re-
ception and work station 
areas, six waiting rooms, 
21 bathrooms, 900 sf. des-
ignated employee space, 
x-ray, lab, and pharmacy 
areas.” 

Labranche comment-
ed, “The paved parking 
area on 2.26 acres is 
huge and includes 145 
parking spaces with 
easy entrance and exit. 
The building’s contem-
porary portico and ex-
pansive glass windows 
present a pleasing archi-
tectural feel. The second 
building, 734 N. Main 
St., where the obstetrics 
and gynecology practic-
es are located, is an at-
tractive brick building 
with wood accents, lots 
of windows and includes 
9,538 sf. with two stories 

and offers an additional 
15 parking spaces.”

According to Frank 
Roche of Roche Realty 
Group, “This was the 
highest-priced commer-
cial sale for 2021, for 
the 25 towns and cities 
throughout the Lakes 
Region. It’s another in-
dication of Laconia’s 
impressive growth mov-
ing forward. There’s 
great momentum with 
many changes in own-
ership and substantial 

investments being made 
within Laconia… the 
city is in a great place 
right now. When Con-
cord hospital announced 
the acquisition of Lakes 
Region General Hospi-
tal, it was very exciting 
and well-received news 
for our communities. 
Concord Hospital has a 
tremendous reputation 
statewide and is now a 
major asset for Lakes Re-
gion. We are very fortu-
nate to have them in our 

backyard.” 
Roche Realty Group 

has been a leader in 
commercial, business 
sales, and development 
projects throughout the 
Lakes Region of New 
Hampshire. For a com-
prehensive list of our 
commercial, hospitali-
ty, business, and devel-
opment achievements, 
please visit www.roche-
realty.com. 

ALTON — Now that 
winter is almost here, 
are you in the market 
for two snowmobiles? 
The Town of Alton Fire 
Department is currently 
auctioning off a snow-
mobile package contain-
ing two Polaris snowmo-
biles and an open trailer. 
This online auction is 
open to the public at mu-
nicibid.com and ends on 
Thursday, Dec. 16. New 
Hampshire residents are 
able to bid in this gov-
ernment auction online, 
24/7, on Municibid. 

All of the proceeds 
from this auction is go-
ing right back to the 
Town of Alton Fire De-
partment. The funds can 
be used to purchase new 
fire safety equipment for 
rescues and to fund oth-
er initiatives that will 
help keep the local Alton 
community safe. 

This auction is for one 
package containing two 
Polaris snowmobiles 
and an open trailer — it 
will be sold as a complete 
package only. It contains 
one 1998 Polaris Indy 
Trail Touring 500 snow-
mobile, which is liquid 
cooled with 2500 miles. 
It features an electric 
start and reverse, but it 
is currently not running 

due to a suspected head 
gasket issue. The engine 
was rebuilt by HK Pow-
ersports about 200 miles 
ago. 

The package also con-
tains a 2002 Polaris 550 
Trail Touring snowmo-
bile, which is fan cooled 
with 500 miles. It is cur-
rently running, but the 

electric start does not 
work. The machine rides 
and runs as it should. 
The included Snowpro 
101x10 trailer’s tires 
hold air and its lights 
are operational. All of 
the items in the package 
are being sold as is, as 
seen, with no warranty 
expressed or implied. All 
sales will be final.
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HIGHEST PRICES PAID
All US and foreign silver and gold coins, estate jewelry, 

scrap gold, diamonds. Free oral appraisals. 
NORTH COUNTRY COINS. 

Main St., Plymouth, NH 536-2625.

PEASLEE FUNERAL HOME
& Cremation Service

(603) 755-3535
www.peasleefuneralhome.com

Main Office: 24 Central Street, Farmington, NH
2079 Wakefield Road, Wakefield, NH

Alton Funeral Home 12 School Street, Alton, NH

WE DO IT ALL
WELL DRILLING        PUMP SYSTEMS

FILTERS

Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

Roche Realty Group sells 
two medical office buildings in Laconia

Courtesy

Two large medical office buildings located at 724 and 734 N. Main St. in Laconia have recently changed ownership.

Alton Fire Department 
auctioning off two snowmobiles

Send a letter to Santa
 at the Belknap Mill
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GILFORD — Last 
week, the New Hamp-
shire Home Builders 
Association announced 
winners of the annual 
Cornerstone Awards, 
recognizing excellence 
in the building industry. 
Winners included local 
firm Belknap Landscape 
netting four awards in 
the categories best out-
door living space, land-
scape design, landscape 
construction, and stone/
masonry work. These 
awards add to a total of 
twenty-one Cornerstone 
Awards Belknap Land-
scape has received. Own-
er Hayden McLaughlin 
is quick to point out the 
group efforts a winning 
project requires.

“It takes a great team. 
From design to permit-
ting, construction and 
finishing touches, every-
one needs to execute on a 
level worthy of an award. 
You can’t have a weak 
link and be successful,” 
McLaughlin says. “One 

of these properties had 
over twenty-five Belk-
nap team members and 
partners involved from 
start to finish. Every 
one of them contributed 
their unique skills and 
craftsmanship.”

Located on Alton Bay, 
that property featured 
a terraced landscape 
with natural stone re-
taining walls and pati-
os, a perched beach, fire 
pit, built-in spa, rolling 
lawn, and ornamental 
gardens. Another win-
ning property on Silver 
Lake features a twen-
ty-five-foot-long, seven-
foot-tall cylindrical re-
taining wall capped with 
a stone patio seating 
area. This wall, remi-
niscent of a castle tower, 
was constructed using a 
dry-stacked stone tech-
nique with some stones 
protruding into the re-
tained earth over three 
feet, belying their size 
but creating a feature 
that will last the test of 

time.

 “Landscapes like 
these are complex. Ev-
erything we do is cus-
tom, built specifically for 
each project. While some 
may not understand ev-
erything that goes into 
building something like 
these landscapes, when 
you get recognized for 
doing a good job by those 
who do understand, the 
builders association, it 
means a lot,” McLaugh-
lin continued. “It makes 
me proud to win these 
awards because it shines 
a light on the work my 
team does. They deserve 
that.”

  
Belknap Landscape 

is a locally operated 
full-service landscaper 
based out of Gilford with 
locations in Belmont 
and Wolfeboro. To learn 
more about Belknap 
Landscape, visit belkna-
plandscape.com

LACONIA — Gilda’s 
Club New Hampshire 
welcomes Bank of New 
Hampshire as the new-
est member of their 
Red Door Society. The 
Red Door Society is a 
fundraising campaign 
designed to help Gilda’s 
Club establish a sustain-
able income through 
a multi-year financial 
commitment. Bank of 

New Hampshire joins 
the Red Door Society 
as a “Champion” mem-
ber, the highest level of 
support, by making a 
funding commitment of 
$30,000 to Gilda’s Club 
New Hampshire. 

“Bank of New Hamp-
shire strives to make a 
difference in the com-
munity,” stated Chris 
Logan, President & CEO 

for Bank of New Hamp-
shire. “The efforts being 
made are fueled by pas-
sion. We look forward 
to the impact that Gil-
da’s Club will have for 
so many here in New 
Hampshire.”

“Since 2018, when 
we received our charter 
from the Cancer Sup-
port Community to es-
tablish a Gilda’s Club, 

Bank of New Hampshire 
has been a community 
leader in their financial 
support to our organi-
zation and our mission 
to open a facility to sup-
port those impacted by 
cancer,” commented Pat 
Anderson, Board Chair 
and founding member of 
Gilda’s Club New Hamp-
shire. “This is their 
third gift to Gilda’s Club, 
and because of continu-
ous support, we are on 
the cusp of “opening our 
doors.” 

Gilda’s Club New 
Hampshire, an affiliate 
of the Cancer Support 
Community, the largest 
professionally led non-
profit network of cancer 
support, is dedicated to 
ensuring that all people 
impacted by cancer are 
empowered by knowl-
edge, strengthened by 
action, and sustained by 

community. 
“With over 9,000 indi-

viduals in New Hamp-
shire projected to be 
diagnosed with cancer 
this year, they and their 
families are in dire 
need of the support and 
services that a Gilda’s 
Club offers,” added Scott 
Kalicki, Executive Di-
rector of GCNH. “Our 
services are an essential 
complement to medical 
care, providing support 
groups, healthy living 
workshops, education-
al programs, and social 
activities for adults 
and children, all free of 
charge and all outside of 
a clinical environment, 
in a welcoming, safe 
space.”

When Gilda’s Club 
opens in the greater 
Lakes Region, it will be 
the first Gilda’s Club 
in New Hampshire and 

New England.
Bank of New Hamp-

shire, founded in 1831 
provides deposit, lend-
ing and wealth man-
agement products and 
services to families and 
businesses throughout 
New Hampshire and 
southern Maine. With 21 
banking offices and as-
sets exceeding $2 billion, 
Bank of New Hampshire 
is the oldest and one of 
the largest independent 
banks in the state. Bank 
of New Hampshire is a 
mutual organization, 
focused on the success 
of the bank’s custom-
ers, communities and 
employees, rather than 
stockholders.  For more 
information, call 1-800-
832-0912 or visit www.
BankNH.com.

kids and all of the teams 
know that’s what we’re 
doing and that’s why it’s 
so successful.”

Individual teams 
raised money through-
out the year for the auc-
tion.

The event culminat-
ed with its first ever 
closing ceremony at 
Patrick’s on Thursday 
night. Representatives 
from local organizations 
spoke during the event 
including the Boys and 
Girls Club, the Circle 
Program, St. Vincent 
DePaul, and Step Up Par-
ents.

Beetle recognized the 
top fundraising teams 
for the 2021 challenge. 

This year’s top team 
was Birdies for a Cause, 
the Laconia County 
Club’s team. The team of-
fered a club membership 
for the 2022 season. The 
prize was worth around 
$5,000, and around 200 
people were on the wait-
ing list. 

One bidder came 
forth and bid $40,000 for 
the membership. As a re-
sult, the Laconia Coun-
try Club team was the 
top fundraiser this year.

Café Déjà Vu in La-
conia, which Beetle de-
scribed as, “Probably 
the hardest working 
team, the most passion-
ate team,” came in sec-
ond with $27,082 raised.

Patrick’s Pub and 
Eatery’s own King’s Cor-
ner team was the third 
highest fundraiser with 
$25,341.

The Lakers, repre-
senting Lake Winnipe-
saukee communities, 
were in fourth place 
with $22,563.

Fifth place was the 
Iron Butts of Laconia 
Harley Davidson in Mer-
edith with $20,563.

The Diving Ducks 
of the Winnipesaukee 
Yacht Club in Laconia 
were sixth, bringing in 
$19,684.

The Merry Misfits of 
Belknap Landscaping 
of Gilford brought in 
$17,908, coming in sev-
enth place.

Tagg Team from Gil-
ford was eighth with 
$13,737 raised.

The Gunstock team 
was ninth, raising 
$13,594. 

Team Verani won 
the Outstanding Partic-
ipation Award, raising 
$13,580 and was the 10th 
highest fundraising 
team.

“We couldn’t do it 
without all the inspira-
tion that we get from all 
of you and for the kids, 
we love it,” said Deb Pe-
verley from Verani Re-
alty.

The rookie team that 
raised the most money 
was Gator Graphix of 

Gilford, which raised 
$12,707.

“We put together 
a team last minute, 
real quick,” said Kev-
in Buttermore of Ga-
tor Graphix. “Couldn’t 
have done it without our 
team, so thanks to them 
and were just really hap-
py to be part of it and 
were going to do more.”

Beetle said the pan-
demic created challeng-
es rolling things out. He 
said in the coming year 
they want to have more 
events and improve 
communication with the 
teams. 

“That’s our goal is 
to make the challenge a 
sustainable event over 
the next decade,” Beetle 
said. “Let’s see if we can 
keep playing the game of 
plus one.”

Beetle said they invite 
more teams to take part. 
He also said they would 
like to see more partici-
pants from further cor-
ners of the Lakes Region 
such as Moultonbor-
ough, Plymouth, Frank-
lin, and other communi-
ties.

“These funds are be-
ing distributed to the 
grater Lakes Region 
area; we want you to 
come and play with us in 
the 2022 Challenge,” Bee-
tle said. 
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PETS OF THE WEEK      

1305 Meredith Center Rd Laconia, NH 03246  •  (603) 524-9539

Gannon
Meet Gannon! This big doofus loves to play, go for walks and eat treats. He’s 
an inexperienced fella who needs an experienced owner to help him lean 
his manners! Gannon isn’t a big fan of other dogs or cats, so he’s seeking 
to be the only pet in his new home. Because Gannon is inexperienced with 
petting and handling, and he’s still learning to share his things, he will do 
best in a home without children. Gannon is currently being treated for a 
skin condition that may or may not resolve with his current treatment plan. 
His adopters should speak to their veterinarian, and be prepared for the 
possibility than Gannon will need to take medication or be on a perscription 
diet for the rest of his life. If you are looking for a mature dog who needs help 
learning what love is really all about, then ask us about Gannon!

Cinder
Cinder here, and I have got some stories for you! My background is not 
like most, making it even harder for you to say no to adopting me. I am 
quiet around new people, but enjoy petting sessions. I would prefer a quiet 
home, one where I can warm up at my own pace and be the snuggle bug 
everyone here at the shelter knows I can be.

Town Administrator 
Scott Dunn said from an 
administrative stand-
point it would be easier 
to sell only season passes 
and get rid of the tempo-
rary passes, potentially 
limiting one guest pass 
per resident. 

Greene said he un-
derstood that option 
would be easier form an 
administrative stand-
point. He said they could 

get complaints that only 
one guest comes up and 
visits for one week and 
might not want to pay 
$400. 

Greene said they 
wanted to keep flexibil-
ity for residents, includ-
ing those who have had 
a Gilford property in 
their families for gener-
ations, who might have 
multiple guests coming 
up. Board chair Gus Be-

navides said, however, 
if a resident is unavail-
able during the day, 
their guests can still use 
Ellacoya State Park and 
don’t necessarily have to 
use the town beach. 

The board asked 
Greene to go back to the 
Recreation Commission 
with the idea of elim-
inating the seasonal 
guest pass. Additional-
ly, the board proposed 

to keep the day pass at 
$15, increase the cost of 
the family pass to $50 
a week, and make the 
renters pass $100 with 
passes limited to one per 
household/property per 
week. 

Greene will talk to the 
Recreation Commission 
at its next meeting on 
Jan. 3. 

PASSES (Continued from Page A1)

CHALLENGE (Continued from Page A1)

Bank of New Hampshire Joins Gilda’s Club New Hampshire’s Red Door Society

Courtesy

Susanne Stiles, Chairman of the Board, Bank of New Hampshire; Chris Logan, President & 
CEO, Bank of New Hampshire; Pat Anderson, Board President, Gilda’s Club NH; Scott Kalicki, 
Executive Director, Gilda’s Club NH; Rod Dyer, Board Member, Gilda’s Club NH.

Belknap Landscape wins
 four Cornerstone Awards

Courtesy

Hayden McLaughlin of Belknap Landscape holds the four 
Cornerstone Awards his company won in 2021.
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REAL ESTATE

Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

Assembler – 2nd & 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $14.50

Machine Operator – 2nd and 3rd Shift
- Starting Pay $14.50

Process Technician – 2nd Shift - Starting Pay $19.00

Spray Painter – 2nd  Shift - Starting Pay $16.75

Sander 1st Shift - Starting Pay $14.50

Machinist 2nd Shift – Starting pay
depending on experience.

WE ARE HIRING!
PSI Molded Plastics is located in beautiful Wolfeboro, NH. 

We offer competitive pay rates
Benefits include Health & Dental Insurance, Vision, Short Term Disability,

Long Term Disability, Life Insurance, 401k, 10 paid holidays, paid vacation time,
paid sick time, and many other incentives!

Assemblers – 2nd & 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $14.50 
Machine Operators – 2nd and 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $14.50 

Process Technician – 2nd Shift - Starting Pay $19.00
Spray Painters – 2nd and 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $16.00

Sanders 1st Shift - Starting Pay $14.50

$.75 per hour shift differential on 2nd shift.
$1.50 per hour shift differential on 3rd shift.

**$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR FULL TIME EMPLOYEES
**$500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR PART-TIME EMPLOYEES

**SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS**

For immediate consideration, please come to Five Wickers Drive Wolfeboro, NH to 
complete an application or visit our website for more information at www.psimp.com. 

You can also email your resume directly to donna.doyle@psimp.com,
please be specific as to what shift and position.

PSIMP an Equal Opportunity Employer.
ISO 9001:2015 Registered.

WE ARE HIRING!
PSI Molded Plastics is located in beautiful Wolfeboro, NH.

We offer competitive pay rates
Benefits include Health & Dental Insurance, Vision,

Short Term Disability, Long Term Disability, Life Insurance, 401k,
10 paid holidays, paid vacation time, paid sick time,

and many other incentives!

Assembler – 2nd & 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $14.50 
Machine Operator – 1st, 2nd and 3rd Shift

- Starting Pay $14.50
Process Technician – 2nd Shift

 - Starting Pay $19.00
Spray Painter – 1st Shift  - Starting Pay $16.00

Sander 1st Shift - Starting Pay $14.50
$.75 per hour shift differential on 2nd shift.

 $1.50 per hour shift differential on 3rd shift.

**$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
**SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS**

For immediate consideration, please come to Five Wickers Drive Wolfeboro, NH to 
complete an application or visit our website for more information at www.psimp.com.

You can also email your resume directly to donna.doyle@psimp.com,
please be specific as to what shift and position.

PSIMP an Equal Opportunity Employer.
ISO 9001:2015 Registered.

LOW COST
SPAY/NEUTER

Rozzie May

Animal Alliance,
cats and dogs.

Cat Cab service available.
Military discounts.

Sign up on line
www.rozziemay.org
or call 603-447-1373

APPLY ONLINE
WWW.UCVH.ORG

Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital
181 Corliss Lane, Colebrook, NH  03576

Phone: (603) 388-4236
Ucvh-hr@ucvh.org

EOE

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Spotlight Positions:
Certified Surgical Tech   Multi-Modality Radiologic Technologist
Clinical Application Specialist  Occupational Therapist
Cook (multiple positions open)  Paramedic - UCVH
Department Manager – Patient Access  Physical Therapist
Environmental Services Technician II  Patient Access Representative
General Float    Registered Dietitian
Health Unit Coordinator   Registered Nurse
Health Unit Coordinator (temporary)  RN – Night Shift
Licensed Nursing Assistant   RN Nurse Manager – Surgical Services
Screener     RN Nurse Manager – Emergency Department
Medical Assistant    RN Nurse Manager – M/S, ANS, Case Mgmt.

DRY
FIREWOOD

14 MONTHS 
CUT & SPLIT

CLEAN, HAND 
LOADED

Call Emery at 
E.G Roberts

hay and firewood
603-733-6003

To place your classified line ad, please call our  
TOLL FREE number: 1-877-766-6891

ADVERTISING WORKS.

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood

General ServiceS

Help Wanted

ADVERTISING
WORKS. 

Call
1-877-766-6891 
salmonpress.com



J
ay Bisson

MEREDITH — Jay 
Bisson has joined New 
Hampshire Mutual Ban-
corp (NHMB) as Vice 
President, Information 
Security Officer. In this 
position, he oversees 
cyber and physical se-
curity for the company 
and its subsidiary finan-
cial institutions, MVSB 
(Meredith Village Sav-
ings Bank), Merrimack 
County Savings Bank 
(the Merrimack), Sav-
ings Bank of Walpo-

le and NHTrust.
 “Jay’s deep under-

standing of IT security 
and passion for tech-
nology made him an 
ideal candidate for this 
position,” said Robert 
Soloway, Executive Vice 
President, Chief Tech-
nology and Services Of-
ficer. “We know having 
Jay’s leadership as part 
of the organization will 
only strengthen and 
grow the already talent-
ed team we have here at 
NHMB.”

 Bisson obtained a 
Technical Certificate in 
Computer Networking 
from Boston University 
and he brings more than 
20 years of technology 
and information securi-
ty experience to the role. 
Prior to joining NHMB, 
he managed the secu-
rity program for Gran-
ite State Management 
and Resources. He also 
managed security and 

engineering at the Inter-
national Association of 
Privacy Professionals.

 He is a member and 
proud supporter of the 
Elks Lodge. He currently 
resides in Farmington.

New Hamp-
shire Mutual Ban-
corp (NHMB) was cre-
ated through a unique 
alliance between three 
mutual community 
banks and a wealth man-
agement firm who main-
tain separate organiza-
tions and management. 
The companies are able 
to achieve best in class 
software, services and 
staffing while provid-
ing efficiencies through 
their shared service pro-
vider, NHMB. NHMB 
provides risk manage-
ment, facilities, market-
ing, human resource, 
finance, compliance, 
information technology, 
deposit operations, loan 

operations and digital 
banking services to Mer-
edith Village Savings 
Bank, Merrimack Coun-
ty Savings Bank, Sav-
ings Bank of Walpo-
le and NHTrust. This 

strategic partnership 
has positioned the banks 
to leverage each other’s 
strengths as they work 
together to advance a 
shared vision of main-
taining and enhancing 

community banking 
standards and values. 
NHMB combined as-
sets total more than $2.8 
billion. For more infor-
mation, visit nhmutual.
com.
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Place your ad,
Get Read,

GET RESULTS!

Help Wanted

Sell!
Buy! For SaleYard Sale Services

Campers

Pets
FOUND

rooms

Public Notice

For Rent

Sell!

Lost
boats

AuctionsCLASSIFIED
FOR ADVERTISING CALL (603) 444-3927

CLASSIFIEDS
For Advertising Call (603) 444-3927
www.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
www.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDSwww.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS
www.salmonpress.com | 603.279.4516
Call to place your ad today or visit our website!

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS

Full-Time
Installers Assistant

Energysavers Inc, a 46 year old hearth & spa 
product retailer in the Lakes Region, is looking 
for a motivated individual that wants to learn 
the trade of installing hearth products. You 
must be comfortable working on roofs when 
necessary and able to work with an installer 
to move heavy items. Energysavers pays for 
all educational costs to get and maintain NFI 
wood, gas and pellet certifications as well as a 
NH gas fitters license for gas hearth installations 
and service. LEARN WHILE YOU EARN!

No prior experience required. Must have a valid 
driver’s license and pass the pre-employment 
drug screening. Stop in to fill out an application: 

Energysavers Inc,
163 Daniel Webster Hwy, Meredith NH   

Full Time Year Round Cook
Food Service Director

Duties will include:
Making menus, Cooking, Ordering food, Overseeing Food Service 
staff and kitchen

Send resume to: 
Alton Bay Christian Retreat Center
PO Box 321  Alton Bay, NH  03810
brad@altonbay.org

SHAKER REGIONAL
SCHOOL DISTRICT
PART-TIME SCHOOL 
BOARD SECRETARY

The Shaker Regional School Board is 
seeking a secretary to take minutes at
board meetings. The board averages
2 meetings per month, usually on 
Tuesdays, with meetings typically 
starting at 6 pm. This position pays 
$16.56 per hour, for time spent at the 
meetings and transcribing the min-
utes. Interested individuals should 
submit a letter of interest, resume 
and 3 letters of reference to Debbie 
Thompson, Business Administrator; 
SAU 80; 58 School Street; Belmont, 
NH 03220.

To place your classified line ad, please call 
our  TOLL FREE number:  

1-877-766-6891

The Children’s Center is located in beautiful Wolfeboro, NH.
WEEKDAYS ONLY! NO WEEKENDS OR NIGHTS!

We offer competitive wages.
Benefits include Health & Dental Benefits, 7 paid holidays, 

Sick & Vacation Time, and Tuition Discount for Enrolled Children.
Requirements Include:

• High School diploma and ability to pass required background checks.
• Experience in meal planning, preparation, cooking, and kitchen operations that 
are set in an institutional setting (minimum of 2 years in the food service industry 
and 1 year experience supervising others).
• ServSafe Food Manager Certification.

Email your resume tcox@thechildrenscenternh.org

WE ARE HIRING!
KITCHEN COORDINATOR & COOK

New Hampshire Mutual Bancorp welcomes Jay Bisson as Vice President, Information Security Officer
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AUCTION (Continued from Page A1)

Real Estate Agents

COME LIVE 
& 
WORK AT 
THE LAKE
FLEXIBILITY 

GENEROUS 
COMMISSIONS

NO TRANSACTION 
FEES 

NO FRANCHISE FEE  
Send resumes to jon@maxfieldrealestate.com

www.MaxfieldRealEstate.com 

4"x 8" Engraved Brick – $150 
3 lines of text, 20 characters per line 
including spaces and punctuation
($150 tax-deductible)*

1"x 3" Mini Replica Brick – $50 
Replicas may only be ordered with 
purchase of a 4"x 8" brick
($40 tax-deductible)*

8"x 8" Engraved Brick – $500 
6 lines of text, 20 characters per line 
including spaces and punctuation
($500 tax-deductible)*

3"x 3" Mini Replica Brick – $100 
Replicas may only be ordered with 
purchase of a 8"x 8" brick
($86 tax-deductible)*

AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 
150TH ANNIVERSARY

Plymouth State is offering a limited opportunity  
for you to make your mark on campus. Add to your legacy  

or honor someone you love by purchasing a commemorative  
brick to be installed on University Way by Rounds Hall.

When you give to Plymouth through the 150th Anniversary  
Brick Campaign, you invest in campus beautification for 

the next generation of Plymouth State students. 

ORDER YOUR BRICK TODAY AND MAKE YOUR MARK  
ON CAMPUS —VISIT PLYMOUTH.EDU/BRICKS

All text will be engraved in uppercase and centered on the brick.  
Brick sponsorship is tax deductible.*

THE JONES FAMILY  
JANE JONES ’90
JOHN JONES ’90

JOHN JONES JR. ’12
JULIA JONES ’14

GO PLYMOUTH STATE!

THE JONES FAMILY  
JANE JONES ’90
JOHN JONES ’90

JOHN JONES JR. ’12
JULIA JONES ’14

GO PLYMOUTH STATE!

MARY SMITH 
CLASS OF 1971

MARY SMITH 
CLASS OF 1971

To learn more or place an order visit plymouth.edu/bricks or 
call University Advancement at (603) 535-2589 for assistance.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006051

Happy holidays, 
neighbors.

I wish all my neighbors a safe 
and happy holiday season 
and the very best in the 
New Year. It’s a true joy to 
be part of such a wonderful 
community. 

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Mike Testa, Agent
101 Court Street
Laconia, NH  03246
Bus: 603-524-7733
mike-testa.com

Chuck Barnett
Office: 603.293.4646
Cell: 603.340.0685
barnett@metrocast.net

Jonathan Barnett
Office: 781.585.3655

Cell: 781.706.9257
jbarnettbuilding@gmail.com

“Keeping America 
   Beautiful”

CHARLES JONATHAN

Merry Christmas
to all our

friends and customers
The Children’s Auc-

tion celebrated its 40th 
year this year. The 
WLNH Children’s Auc-
tion started in 1981 with 
DJ Warren Bailey doing 
the auction out of a van 
in downtown Laconia. 

Bailey stopped by the 
auction on its first day. 

“I’ve said this so 
many times, but I mean 
it from the bottom of my 
heart: being in the Lakes 
Region has got to be the 
best place on the plan-
et earth,” Bailey said 
during his appearance. 
“We’re all blessed to be 
here.”

Bailey said this is an 
area with a lot of pov-
erty where so many 
people live paycheck to 
paycheck. He said every 
year he sees people and 
businesses coming to 
help the auction.

“Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for 
all the work everyone’s 
doing,” he said. 

Bailey said his goal 

has always been to get $1 
more than the previous 
year.

“If we can, the Lakes 
Region in general comes 
up and surpasses those 
numbers it’s just an 
amazing thing to watch 
throughout the auction,” 
Bailey said.  

Bailey talked about 
the change in technol-
ogy over the auctions’ 
history. 

“We would start it 
off with a microphone 
and a pad of paper,” 
Bailey said. “As peo-
ple would bring things 
in, you’d write them 
down and put them up 
on the auction block 
and answer the phones 
while a song’s playing.” 
Sousa said she also real-
ized she has been part of 
the auction for 10 years.

“I think it’s the magic 
of the auction,” she said. 
“It’s like it’s something 
within the community, 
it’s not something that’s 
easily replicated. I think 

that 40 years is part of 
it being a part of some-
thing that’s so special.”

When the last boards 
closed out on Saturday, 
the final total of $583,752 
was revealed. That num-
ber also includes the 
$331,727 plus raised by 
the Community Chal-
lenge. 

Funds raised will 
go to over 80 nonprofit 
organizations around 
Central New Hampshire 
that help children and 
families. 

Funds will be dis-
persed in around Jan-
uary and February of 
2022. Sousa said they 
used to disperse funds in 
December for immediate 
needs such as food, cloth-
ing, holiday presents, 
and others. She said they 
learned that many fami-
lies in need have already 
been in contact with 
different resources thus 
time of year and the auc-
tion decided to disperse 
all funds in early 2022. 

Hosts Heather Bishop and Zack Derby announce the final number at the end of the 40th annual 
Greater Lakes Region Children’s Auction.

Children’s Auction founder Warren Bailey makes an appearance at this year’s auction.
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