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I am fond of pigs.
Dogs look up to us. 

Cats look down on us. 
Pigs treat us as equals.

— Winston Churchill

Photos Rebecca Ramsey

A “Back the Blue” rally was held on Saturday afternoon at Davis Park in Killingly to show appreciation for local law enforcement officers.

BY REBECCA RAMSEY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

KILLINGLY — A “Back the Blue” 
rally was held on Saturday after-
noon in Davis Park to show appreci-
ation for local law enforcement offi-
cers. More than 150 people attended, 
holding American flags and white, 
black, and blue signs and banners. 

The event included guest speakers 
who denounced racism and acknowl-
edged the hard work of responsible 
law enforcement officers. Attendees 
saluted the flag, sang the National 
Anthem, and knelt for a prayer. 

“I understand the frustration 
being felt around the country,” 
Jason Muscara, organizer of the 
event, shared with the Villager. 

“I condemn police brutality, and I 
condemn racism. I support the law 
enforcement officers that have done 
nothing wrong, and I hope that there 
is a way people can come together 
to express their concerns and try 
to find a way to resolve the issues 
we face in our country in a peaceful 
manner.”

For Muscara, this rally was a way 

for him and his community to voice 
their concerns on common ground 
while showing support for good 
police officers who have been stig-
matized by recent events. 

“I think it is important to engage 
the community more and show com-
munity members the human side of 
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THOMPSON — After so many activ-
ities have been cancelled this summer, 
many families are in search of fun and 
safe events to enjoy with their families. 

Fortunately, Thompson Recreation 
has found a way to bring some fun into 
the summer by hosting a free Summer 
Concert series at their new location 
at Riverside Softball Field in North 
Grosvenordale. This series will feature 

several exciting, lively, and talented 
bands from local areas. Each concert 
will run from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on either a 
Friday or a Saturday. The dates for the 
events are July 17-18, Aug. 14-15, and 
Sept. 18-19.

The first concert kicks off this eve-
ning with Tyra Penn & the Snakes of 
Amazonia. Through a powerful collec-
tion of patriotic folk songs, this all-fe-
male lineup will musically commemo-

Thompson moves summer 
concerts to Riverside Park
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Roseland Cottage reopens 
for guided tours

BY REBECCA RAMSEY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WOODSTOCK — Roseland Cottage, 
a historic Gothic-style building built in 
1846, is reopening for guided weekend 
tours starting July 18. 

Tours have been altered to maximize 
social distancing. Each tour is now 
limited to four guests. All guests must 
arrive ten minutes prior to their sched-
uled tour time and meet their guide in 
front of the visitor center, which is still 
closed. Face coverings must be worn 
by all staff and visitors, and social dis-
tancing is required. Hand sanitizer is 
available, and enhanced cleaning and 
disinfectant measures are in place. 

Turn To ROSELAND, page     A6

“Back the Blue” rally supports local law enforcement
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American Legion District #4 Commander Ronald P. Coderre joined with Woodstock 
Post #111 as it celebrated July 4 with a 7.4- mile motorcade/parade through the 
roads of Woodstock.  Officers of the Post pictured with Coderre (left to right): Post 
Commander Glenn Boies, Finance Officer Todd Smith, Adjutant Chuck Jones and 
Judge Advocate Everett G. Shepard III.

LEGION MEMBERS 
CELEBRATE THE 4TH
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Roseland Cottage, a historic Gothic-style 
building built in Woodstock 1846, is reopen-
ing for guided weekend tours starting July 18. 



THOMPSON — Beginning the week 
of July 13, Connecticut Water will begin 

replacing about 
2,600 feet, or one-
half mile, of water 
main on Main 
Street between 
School Street and 
the river. The 
water main being 
replaced is about 
100 years old. The 
project is expect-
ed to run through 
September and is 
estimated to cost 
approximately $1 
million.

Project work hours will be 7 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday, except for 
holidays. We ask motorists to travel safe-
ly through the work zone for the safety of 
our employees and contractors.

“This project will improve reliability 
of water service, enhance water quali-
ty and supply more water to hydrants 
along the road,” stated Craig J. Patla, 
Connecticut Water’s vice president, ser-
vice delivery. 

Patla added that the project is being 
done through the company’s Water 
Infrastructure and Conservation 
Adjustment (WICA) program.

Since the inception of the WICA pro-
gram in 2007, Connecticut Water has 
invested more than $175 million and 
replaced more than 145 miles of water 
mains, which averaged 75 years of age. 
Connecticut Water owns and maintains 
1,700 miles of water mains across the 
state.

Connecticut Water has notified cus-
tomers along the construction route 
about the project. Additional informa-
tion is available on the company’s Web 
site at ctwater.com/projects.

Safe distancing
Connecticut Water is continuing its 

essential work in the community in 
accordance with guidelines and recom-
mendations from state and local govern-
ment officials, as well as the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Our field employees and contractors 
have adopted extra safety precautions 
that include appropriate personal pro-

tective equipment while they flush 
hydrants, collect water samples, work on 
drinking water infrastructure, and read 
meters.

We ask people to help protect the health 
and safety of our employees, contractors, 
their neighbors and the community by 
following recommended social distanc-
ing guidelines and allowing our people at 
least 6 feet of personal space. This helps 
us protect the people who make sure 
that clean, safe water reaches your tap 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year.

About Connecticut Water
Connecticut Water provides water ser-

vice to more than 105,000 customers in 
59 Connecticut towns and wastewater 
services to 3,000 customers in the town of 
Southbury, Connecticut.

The towns served are Ashford, Avon, 
Beacon Falls, Bethany, Bolton, Brooklyn, 
Burlington, Canton, Chester, Clinton, 
Colchester, Columbia, Coventry, Deep 
River, Durham, East Granby, East 
Haddam, East Hampton, East Windsor, 
Ellington, Enfield, Essex, Farmington, 
Griswold, Guilford, Hebron, Killingly, 
Killingworth, Lebanon, Madison, 
Manchester, Mansfield, Marlborough, 
Middlebury, Naugatuck, Old Lyme, Old 
Saybrook, Oxford, Plainfield, Plymouth, 
Portland, Prospect, Simsbury, Somers, 
Southbury, South Windsor, Stafford, 
Stonington, Suffield, Thomaston, 
Thompson, Tolland, Vernon, Voluntown, 
Waterbury, Westbrook, Willington, 
Windsor Locks and Woodstock.

WILLIMANTIC — Eastern 
Connecticut State University will 
offer two new majors starting this 
fall 2020 semester: Data Science and 
Anthropology.

Data Science
Approved by the Board of Regents 

earlier this year, students enrolled in 
the interdisciplinary Data Science pro-
gram will receive instruction in the 
core areas of statistics, computer sci-
ence, business analytics and geospatial 
information systems.

They also will learn fundamental 
Python, R and SQL programming skills. 
Data-based team projects, which are 
integral to the program, will provide 
opportunities for students to apply data 
science tools and techniques as well as 
develop collaboration and communica-
tion skills. Students will also complete 
a portfolio of their work as part of their 
graduation requirements. In addition 
to internships available in the field, an 
on-campus, paid internship program 
operated by Cigna’s Technology Early 
Career Development Program provides 
valuable applied experience without 
leaving campus.

Students can choose between a B.A. 
or a B.S.; B.S. students must choose 
from one of four concentrations in 
Mathematics, Business Analytics, 

Geographic Information Systems, or 
Computer Science. The program will 
be taught by faculty from Mathematical 
Science, Computer Science, Business 
Information Systems and Geographic 
Information Systems.

The ability to gather and analyze data 
is becoming a core technology compe-
tency, similar to the ability to work 
with office applications, email and 
other daily computer skills. The num-
ber of Eastern academic departments 
and faculty members working in this 
program is an indication of how broad-
based the skillset is in this new major.

The major is designed for students 
who wish to pursue careers as data 
scientists, geospatial information scien-
tists and technologists, data engineers, 
business analysts, insurance analysts, 
financial analysts, sports analysts, 
political analysts and more. Data sci-
ence can be applied to fields as diverse 
as business, finance, healthcare, sports, 
environmental science, climate science, 
health science and medicine, political 
science, defense, social science, human 
culture and education.

Data science is one of the fastest 
growing careers in Connecticut and 
the United States, far outpacing the 
overall job market. A recent review of 
job postings in the field of data science 
and analytics showed 3,700 job postings 
in Connecticut in January 2020, with an 
average starting salary of $69,355.

For more information, contact 
Marsha Davis, program coordinator 
and chair of the Mathematical Sciences 

Department at (860) 465-4592 or davis-
ma@easternct.edu.

Anthropology
Approved by the Board of Regents 

earlier this year, the new Anthropology 
program features two concentra-
tions-- Cultural Anthropology and 
Archaeology-aimed at helping students 
understand the diverse past and pres-
ent cultures of the world.

“Anthropology has long been recog-
nized as a leading discipline in the 
development of concepts and knowledge 
regarding culture, prehistory, evolu-
tion and linguistics,” explained Ricardo 
Perez, program coordinator for the new 
major. “Anthropology is an excellent 
background for students who want to 
pursue careers or plan on attending 
graduate school in policy, development, 
teaching or other service professions.”

Eastern has long offered a popular 
minor in anthropology for students 
from other majors. The Anthropology 
major also can be used as a second 
major for students majoring in History, 
Psychology, Political Science and 
Sociology.

The major offers two concentra-
tions: Cultural Anthropology and 
Archaeology. Cultural anthropologists 
examine social relationships and cul-
tures in living communities, using 
ethnographic interviews, participant 
observation and other research strat-
egies to explore human existence and 
help solve social problems in the United 
States and abroad.

Public health, climate change and eco-

nomic inequity are all issues that can 
be examined from the lens of a cultural 
anthropologist. Archaeologists explore 
cultures of the past using fieldwork 
and laboratory analysis to uncover and 
evaluate artifacts and other remaining 
evidence of past societies.

In addition to the courses in the two 
concentrations, students in the major 
will gain a strong foundation in biologi-
cal anthropology and linguistic anthro-
pology. The major will build on the five 
learning outcomes of the Liberal Arts 
Core curriculum that all Eastern stu-
dents take, including Critical Thinking, 
Ethical Reasoning, Communication, 
Creativity and Quantitative Literacy.

Faculty teaching in the new major 
include experts in Latin American, 
Caribbean, Canadian and Native 
American studies. Applied learning 
opportunities are embedded in the pro-
gram’s required field courses, which 
can include internships at local muse-
ums, archaeological field work at sites 
in New England and the Midwest and 
study trips to other countries.

The job market for people with 
anthropology degrees is expanding, 
with a projected eight percent growth 
in total jobs over the next 10 years. 
The national median salary in 2017 
was $62,000. In Connecticut, there were 
more than 13,000 jobs in 2018 linked to 
anthropology.

For more information, contact 
Ricardo Peréz, program coordinator 
and professor of anthropology at (860) 
465-0191 or perezr@easternct.edu.
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Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society 
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties 
for the week of July 6: Prairie Warbler, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Black and White Warbler, Indigo Bunting, Scarlet 
Tanager, Common Yellowthroat, Veery, Broad-winged 
Hawk, Wood Thrush, Blue-winged Warbler, Bobolink, 
Cedar Waxwing, Whip-poor-will, Bluebird, Ovenbird, 
Baltimore Oriole, Orchard Oriole, Eastern Towhee, Red-
eyed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Field 
Sparrow. Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

VillAGEr AlMANAc
At Ct Audubon

Eastern to offer Data Science and 
Anthropology majors

Connecticut Water  
to start water main replacement 

project in Thompson
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SMITHFIELD, R.I. — Bryant 
University is dedicated to the pursuit, 
recognition, and celebration of academic 
excellence. The University is pleased to 
recognize the students who have been 
named to the Deans’ List for the spring 
2020 semester.

“These outstanding achievements are 
particularly commendable as students 
have overcome significant challenges 
to demonstrate an unwavering commit-
ment to excellence,” says Provost and 
Chief Academic Officer Glenn Sulmasy, 
JD, LL.M. “I am impressed and proud of 
their resilience, dedication, and innova-
tive spirit.”

Congratulations on this outstanding 
achievement!

Meagan Bianchi, class of 2021, from 
Brooklyn

Corrine Khamphoukeo, class of 2022, 
from Danielson

Emily Robinson, class of 2023, from 
Danielson

Audrey Chase, class of 2021, from 
Pomfret Center

Corrine Khamphoukeo, class of 2022, 
from Danielson

Cole McGovern, class of 2023, from 
North Grosvenordale

Vincent Nuccio, class of 2022, from 
Pomfret Center

Emily Robinson, class of 2023, from 
Danielson

About Bryant University
For 157 years, Bryant University has 

been at the forefront of delivering an 
exceptional education that anticipates 
the future and prepares students to 
be innovative leaders of character in 
a changing world. Bryant delivers an 
innovative and uniquely integrated 
business and liberal arts education 
that inspires students to excel. With 
approximately 3,800 graduate and 
undergraduate students from 38 states 
and 49 countries, Bryant is recognized 
as a leader in international education 
and regularly receives top rankings 
from U.S. News and World Report, 
Bloomberg Businessweek, Forbes, and 
Barron›s. Visit www.Bryant.edu.

BY REBECCA RAMSEY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

REGION — Dogs love playing outside 
in almost any weather, but some tem-
peratures are not safe for them. On hot 
summer days, dogs are susceptible to 
injuries and illnesses such as dehydra-
tion, sunburn, foot pad burns, and heat 
stroke. 

Dogs that are overheated may expe-
rience rapid panting, reddened skin 
inside the ears, vomiting, and diarrhea. 
These signs coupled with weakness, 
shock, a bright red tongue, or thick and 

sticky saliva could mean a more serious 
condition such as heat stroke which 
can cause organ failure, seizures, brain 
damage, blindness, and more. 

Certain dogs such as English and 
French bulldogs, boxers, Saint Bernards, 
pugs, and Shih tzus have shorter snouts 
and cannot pant out their body heat as 
easily as other breeds. 

Because of these issues, dog owners 
should be cautious during the heat. To 
prevent your dogs from heat-related 
injuries, follow the tips below.

1. Allow access to fresh water. Giving 
your dogs fresh, clean water and mak-
ing sure that they can always access it 

will prevent dehydration. 
2. Be aware of hot surfaces. Check the 

temperature of the surfaces where you 
dogs are standing or running. Asphalt 
in direct sunlight can become painfully 
hot and burn the bottoms of your dogs’ 
feet. Walking on the dirt or grass is a 
cooler alternative. 

3. Give them a haircut. If your dogs 
have exceptionally thick fur, consid-
er giving them a lightweight summer 
haircut, but never shave your dogs as 
they should have at least one inch of fur 
protection to prevent sunburns. 

4. Provide them a place to cool down. 
Some dogs enjoy swimming and can 
enjoy splashing around or wading in 
a pool or running through a sprin-
kler to keep their body temperatures 
down. 

5. Never leave them in the car. 
Leaving your pet in a parked car 
even in the shade can be extremely 
dangerous for them. The tempera-
ture inside a car can quickly reach 
oven-like temperatures, often exceed-
ing 140 degrees. 

If you suspect that your dog is 
suffering from heat stroke, act fast. 
Your priority is to lower your dog’s 
body temperate to a safe range. You 
can do this by placing your dog in 
a cool area with air circulation and 
wetting him thoroughly with cool 
or room-temperature water. Do not 
use ice or very cold water as doing 
so can trigger other life-threatening 
conditions. Allow access to water, 
but don’t force your dog to drink. 

Even if your dog appears to be recov-
ering, bring him to the veterinarian as 
soon as possible. A pet with heat stroke 
should be monitored for shock, respira-
tory distress, kidney failure, and heart 
abnormalities. 

While playing outside with your dogs 
this summer, keep the tips listed in this 
article in mind and attend to your ani-
mals’ needs if you notice them becom-
ing overheated. Enjoying outdoor fun 
in the sun with your dogs is even more 
enjoyable when you know your pets are 
happy and safe.  
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The Villager Newspapers is com-
mitted to accuracy in all its news 
reports. Although numerous safe-
guards are in place to ensure accu-
rate reporting, mistakes can occur. 
Confirmed fact errors will be cor-
rected at the top right hand corner 
of page A3 in a timely manner. 

If you find a mistake call (860) 
928-1818 or e-mail charlie@villager-
newspapers.com. 

AccurAcy WAtch

Martial Arts
A family martial arts school  

SPECIAL OFFER
 8 WEEKS for 199.00 

(includes free uniform)

Quest Martial Arts 
75 Railroad Street

Putnam, CT   860.928.9218
questmartialarts.us

• Live, virtual and outside classes
• Self-discipline and respect
• Self defence and fitness
• Classes for adults,
 teens, and children
• Emotional and mental toughness
• Goal setting
• Area’s most qualified instructors

PUTNAM POLICE LOG

PUTNAM — The Putnam Police 
Department reports the following 
arrests.

Shannon Pelletier, age 32, of 
Putnam was arrested on July 8 for 
Larceny in the 6th degree.

Joshua Choiniere, age 38, of 
Putnam was arrested on July 10 for 
Littering.

Roswell S. Summers, age 36, 
of Putnam was arrested on July 
11 for Possession of a Controlled 
Substance and Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia.

Laquan Matthews, age 28, of 
Putnam was arrested on July 12 
for Breach of Peace in the second 
degree (domestic), Assault in the 
third degree on an elderly person, 
and Criminal Mischief in the third 
degree.

Police logs

Tips to protect dogs from the summer heat

Bryant University 
students named to 

Dean’s List

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!
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Fall sports at Woodstock Academy 
begin with summer workouts

WOODSTOCK — For the first time 
since transitioned to eLearning in 
mid-March, Woodstock Academy stu-
dent-athletes are returning to campus 
for outdoor strength and conditioning 
workouts. 

The modified summer workouts are 
just the first of many adaptations The 
Woodstock Academy will make to con-
tinue to provide students with excellent 
programs in preparation for the return 
to school. 

“We may have new challenges and 
things will look different, but we are 
going to continue our tradition of 
preparing student-athletes for excel-
lence on the field, the court, trail, 
and of course in the classroom,” said 
Christopher Sandford, head of school at 
The Woodstock Academy.

Around 50 student-athletes partici-
pated in the first day of workouts in 
early July. 

Brenden Ostaszewski, who leads the 
summer workouts and works as the 
strength and conditioning coach at The 
Woodstock Academy, said, “It feels 
great to be working with the students 
in-person again. It’s different for sure, 
but you can tell [the students] are happy 
to be training in person again.”

To allow for a minimum of six feet 
between student-athletes, sessions are 

held on the outdoor turf field on South 
Campus and are limited to 10 partic-
ipants. Student-athletes are checked 
for COVID-19 symptoms upon arrival 
and each participant brings their own 
water and towel. Masks are worn except 
during the actual workout. All proce-
dures are in accordance with guide-
lines from the National Strength and 
Conditioning Association as well as the 
Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference (CIAC). 

Student-athletes sign up for sessions 
through their coach and additional 
sessions are available for Woodstock 
Academy students not participating in 
a fall sport.

Ostaszewski knows that the time 
away from school and athletics may 
mean that students are de-conditioned, 
which makes these summer workouts 
and important first step for fall athlet-
ics. To start, the 30-minute workouts 
consist of body-weight exercises but, 
with time, they will transition to tra-
ditional exercises with weights, dumb-
bells, barbells, medicine balls, and 
other equipment. 

The Woodstock Academy’s athletic 
director, Sean Saucier, called the sum-
mer workouts “a huge little step in the 
right direction.”

Cole McGovern named  
to President’s List at Bryant 

University
SMITHFIELD, R.I. — Bryant 

University is dedicated to the 
pursuit, recognition, and cele-
bration of academic excellence. 
Cole McGovern, class of 2023, 
from North Grosvenordale has 
been named to the President’s 
List for the spring 2020 semester.

“These outstanding achieve-
ments are particularly com-
mendable as students have 
overcome significant challenges 
to demonstrate an unwavering 
commitment to excellence,” says 
Provost and Chief Academic 
Officer Glenn Sulmasy, JD, 
LL.M. “I am impressed and 

proud of their resilience, dedica-
tion, and innovative spirit.”

The President’s List is an aca-
demic distinction reserved for 
Bryant’s highest achievers who 
earn a GPA of 4.0 or better for at 
least 12 semester hours of work.

Congratulations to Cole on 
this outstanding achievement!

About Bryant University
For 157 years, Bryant 

University has been at the fore-
front of delivering an excep-
tional education that antici-
pates the future and prepares 
students to be innovative lead-
ers of character in a changing 

world. Bryant delivers an inno-
vative and uniquely integrated 
business and liberal arts edu-
cation that inspires students to 
excel. With approximately 3,800 
graduate and undergraduate 
students from 38 states and 49 
countries, Bryant is recognized 
as a leader in international edu-
cation and regularly receives 
top rankings from U.S. News 
and World Report, Bloomberg 
Businessweek, Forbes, and 
Barron’s. Visit www.Bryant.
edu.

Siblings earn academic honors
PLAINFIELD — Andrew Duval, Jr. of Plainfield 

has been named to the Dean’s List at the University 
of Maine, Machias. He is studying to be a marine 
biologist, and is a graduate of the Killingly High 
School agriculture program.

Lea Olivia Duval of Plainfield has achieved High 
Honors at ACT Academy in Wllimantic. She was 
inducted into the Honor Society this past spring.

Appointments available for veterans’ 
benefits

PUTNAM — The American Legion Soldiers, 
Sailors, Marines Fund is now making appoint-
ments for veterans’ benefits at the Putnam Town 
Hall Veteran’s Office for Fridays from 9 – 11 a.m.  

Appointments can be made by calling Tom 
Pandolfi at 860-209-5923.  There will be no walk-ins, 
and appointments will be scheduled at 15 minute 
intervals; all appointments will require veterans 
to wear masks.

News Briefs
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24 Putnam Pike, Suite 3, Dayville CT
(860) 412-9016

Auto Injuries | Workers Compensation 
Most Major Medical Insurances 
 VA Community Care Network 

 Discount Program for Self-Pay 

Disk Injuries 

Sciatica 

Sports injuries

Leg Pain

Muscle Spasms 

Scoliosis 

Fibromyaigia 

Pain Related 
to Pregnancy

TMJ 

Back Pain

Neck Pain

Headaches 

Pinched Nerves 

Arthritis 

Carpal Tunnel 

Stenosis 

Overall Wellness

We treat conditions related to stress,  
postural problems, pregnancy, 

 repetitive motion injuries, traumatic injuries, 
failed back surgeries, and more.

Dr. Sarah
 Arpin

Dr. Alexandra 
Robin

Jennifer Cribby, 
LMT

Sarah Noel,
 LMT

SMITHFIELD, R.I. — 
Bryant University is ded-
icated to the pursuit, rec-
ognition, and celebration 
of academic excellence. 
Kevin Blackmar, class 
of 2023, from Putnam 
has been named to the 
President’s List for the 
spring 2020 semester.

“These outstanding 
achievements are par-
ticularly commendable 
as students have over-
come significant chal-
lenges to demonstrate 
an unwavering com-
mitment to excellence,” 
says Provost and Chief 
Academic Officer Glenn 
Sulmasy, JD, LL.M. “I 
am impressed and proud 

of their resilience, ded-
ication, and innovative 
spirit.”

The President’s List is 
an academic distinction 
reserved for Bryant’s 
highest achievers who 
earn a GPA of 4.0 or bet-
ter for at least 12 semes-
ter hours of work.

Congratulations to 
Kevin on this outstand-
ing achievement!

About Bryant 
University

For 157 years, Bryant 
University has been at 
the forefront of deliver-
ing an exceptional edu-
cation that anticipates 
the future and prepares 
students to be innovative 

leaders of character in a 
changing world. Bryant 
delivers an innovative 
and uniquely integrated 
business and liberal arts 
education that inspires 
students to excel. With 
approximately 3,800 
graduate and undergrad-
uate students from 38 
states and 49 countries, 
Bryant is recognized as 
a leader in internation-
al education and regu-
larly receives top rank-
ings from U.S. News and 
World Report, Bloomberg 
Businessweek, Forbes, 
and Barron’s. Visit www.
Bryant.edu.

Kevin Blackmar named 
to President’s List at 
Bryant University

Video conferencing tools captured 
the world’s attention shortly after stay-
at-home orders prompted people to seek 
alternatives to in-person gatherings. 
Seemingly overnight millions of people 
were logging onto various platforms 
to connect and chat with friends, fami-
ly, schoolmates, coworkers, and others 
near and far. In March 2020, daily Zoom 
video chat users ballooned to more than 
200 million from a previous maximum 
of 10 million, according to Zoom CEO 
Eric Yuan.

As digital communication continues 
to be an integral component of staying 
in touch — even after COVID-related 
restrictions are eased — users need to 
remain cognizant of the potential safety 
and privacy hazards related to this type 
of technology. Not all platforms are cre-
ated equal, and some compromise secu-
rity in favor of usability. The following 
are some safety considerations when 
using video chat.

Look for transparency
Video conferencing platforms should 

be open and honest about the data they 

collect, how information is used, wheth-
er you’ll be targeted for advertising, and 
which security features they employ. 
Recognize if and when your chat is 
being recorded.

Pick a platform that favors security
“Zoombombing” refers to some secu-

rity loopholes that have enabled hack-
ers to enter Zoom chat rooms and leave 
inappropriate images and content. The 
company has had to fix bugs and tight-
en security in light of such problems. 

Apple is known for strong encryption 
practices, meaning the company cannot 
see what you are sharing through a face 
call. People who chat with other Apple 
users can rely on the company’s built-
in, free FaceTime app, which doesn’t 
require an additional download. Signal 
also is an encrypted messaging app con-
sidered to be the world’s most secure, 
and it’s increasingly going mainstream.

Engage extra security features
Meeting hosts may be able to reduce 

the risk of security breaches by incor-
porating some features, according 
to the Federal Trade Commission. 

Conferencing services may offer the 
option to lock the meeting once the 
participants have arrived. Others may 
require approval of each participant 
trying to join. Many services enable 
password encryption or ID numbers for 
each new meeting.

Be mindful of your surroundings
Sometimes the biggest privacy blun-

ders are made by users. Be sure to check 
the settings of microphones and camer-
as as they may be “on” by default when 
joining chats. If you want to increase 
privacy, disengage these options. Be 
sure you know which background 
items are in view as well, as others may 
be able to see private documents, photos 

or people in your household. Let other 
people in the home know you are on a 
call, so they can refrain from discussing 
personal information. 

Another concern is sharing your 
screen through video apps, in the case 
of slide shows or work or school pre-
sentations. Before sharing, make sure 
you don’t have any open documents, 
browser windows or other things on 
the screen not intended for a public 
audience.

Video conferencing is the new nor-
mal and safety needs to be kept in mind 
when utilizing this mode of communi-
cation.  

Maintain privacy and 
safety while  

video conferencing

Perhaps nothing is more relaxing on a 
warm summer night than sipping a cock-
tail as the sun sets. Some cocktails, such 
as the following recipe for “Blueberry 
Crush” from Susan Elia MacNeal’s 
“Infused: 100+ Recipes for Infused 
Liqueurs and Cocktails” (Chronicle 
Books), even evoke the twilight hours of 
summertime with their unique look.

Blueberry Crush
Serves 1

4 or 5 ice cubes
2 blackberries
2 blueberries
2 raspberries
3 ounces Blueberry Vodka (see 

below)

 Dash of lime juice
1 cup cracked ice
1⁄2 cup sparkling water or club soda 

(optional)

Place the ice cubes in a chilled old-fash-
ioned glass. Place the berries in a small 
bowl and crush with a fork. Add to a 
shaker with the vodka, lime juice and 
cracked ice. Shake for 10 to 15 seconds, 
then strain over the ice cubes. For a light-
er version of the drink, add the sparkling 
water.

Blueberry Vodka
1 750-ml. bottle of vodka
1 quart fresh blueberries
1⁄4 to 1 cup Sugar Syrup (optional; 

see below)

Decant the vodka into a clean 2-quart 
glass container with a tight-fitting lid. 
Soak the original bottle to remove the 
label. Let dry.

If using frozen berries, allow them to 
thaw. Place the fresh or thawed frozen 
berries in a bowl, crush with a fork and 
add to the vodka. Allow the vodka to 
infuse away from direct sunlight and 
intense heat for 3 months. Shake the con-
tainer a few times each week.

When you’re satisfied with the inten-
sity of flavor, strain the liqueur through 
a metal sieve into a bowl. Discard the 
berries. Add the sugar syrup to taste, if 
desired. 

Using a funnel, pour the liqueur into 
the original bottle (or another container). 
Label with the name of liqueur and the 
date. Age for 1 month away from light 
and heat.

Sugar Syrup
1 cup water
2 cups granulated sugar

Put the water in a small saucepan. Add 

the sugar. Bring the water to a boil while 
stirring. Reduce the heat and continue 
to stir until the sugar dissolves. Cool to 
room temperature. Select a clean con-
tainer that will hold at least 11⁄2 cups. 
Using a funnel, pour the sugar syrup 
into the container, seal and store in the 
refrigerator for up to 6 months.    

Beckon twilight with a  
tasty summer cocktail
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Peter Giles 
28 Years Experience

Custom Homes • Additions • Garages 
Remodeling • Decks

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Wood & Tile 
Flooring • Roofing • Siding • Windows

508-450-3913 
Email: Gilescontractingllc@yahoo.com 

Licensed & Insured in MA & CT 
www.allconstructionneeds.com

The Law Office Of

Gabrielle labonte
aTTOrney and cOunseLOr aT Law

Wills and 
trusts

Medicaid 
PlanninG

Probate

5 Vina Lane • P.O. BOx 709
BrOOkLyn, cOnnecTicuT 06234

Phone: 860-774-3700  • Fax: 860-774-6300

Back & Body Chiropractic 
has reopened  

for chiropractic care  
and massage therapy 

services.

We are screening patients for fever and symptoms of 
COVID-19 prior to their appointments in accordance 

with state regulations for healthcare facilities. 

Please call to schedule a  
chiropractic evaluation, adjustment, or massage.

Looking for financing to 
purchase a home? 

Ask us how to get in your 
dream home in 30 days with 

no money down! Our team has 
over 20 years experience and are 
here to serve you with the BEST 

customer service possible!
Offering numerous and a 
variety of loan programs.

Suzanne Mazzarella
Branch Manager  

#144468 
860.377.1248

2020 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS\#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800.All rights 
reserved. This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to 
change without prior notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Not all products are available in all states 
or for all dollar amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.MA Mortgage Broker and Lender 
License#MC2289. MA Loan Originator License MLO144468. Rhode Island Licensed Broker & Lender.

122 Main Street, Danielson, CT 06239

Congratulations for being the  

2019 #1 LENDER in Windham County! 

Let us help you with one of the most important 

decisions in your life!

21a Furnace Street 
Danielson, CT 06239

Mon  5-9pm
Thur  5-9pm
Fri     3-9pm
Sat     12-9pm
Sun 11-5pm

We will maintain our current hours and 
have plenty of cans, bottles,  

and growlers to go! 
To comply with state regulations,  

we will not be doing any draft beer or 
tastings on-site until April 30th.  

Please email us at  
info@blackopondbrews.com  
or call us at 1-860-207-5295  
if you have any questions! 

239 Kennedy Drive, Putnam, CT
860-928-0429

HOURS: M-F 7AM-7PM • SAT 8AM-6PM • SUN 10AM-6PM

HOURS: F & M 7AM-7PM • SAT 8AM-6PM • SUN 10AM-6PM

15% OFF  Painting Supplies

30% off Paints  
& stains

March 1- 25
National Coupon Event

PRICES STARTING AT $26.94

Take and additional 10% OFF our everyday 
low price on custom-ordered wallpaper.

Planning your new kitchen? 
Give us a call!

We offer all-wood cabinetry,  
countertops, tile, plumbing fixtures,  

bar stools and more.  
Great service too! 

Jolley Commons Plaza
144 Wauregan Rd (Rte. 12) • Danielson, CT • 860.774.5554

TAILOREDKITCHENSANNMARIE.COM

Buy Local • Dine Local • Invest Local • Think Local • Support Local

SHOP LOCAL
SHOP KILLINGLY

being a police officer,” he said. 
“We need to show people that 
police officers are no different 
than any of us and that they 
have families and loved ones just 
like we do.”

Muscara understands that 
some officers act wrongly. He 
strongly believes that those offi-
cers should be held accountable 
for their actions and receive 
repercussions for their wrong-
doings just like anyone else. At 
the same time, he does not want 
the acts of the few to define the 
many. 

Several members of the Black 
Lives Matter movement came to 
the rally to stand in opposition. 
Using bullhorns, they attempt-
ed to broadcast their criticisms 
over the sound of the rally 
speakers at the microphone. 
Officers of the Killingly Police 

Department kept watch as the 
two groups exchanged heated 
words. Muscara said that he was 
aware of the interruption, but 
he stayed focused on the rally 
speakers and on his responsibil-
ity to keep everyone safe. 

“I support peaceful protests, 
and I thank the ones who had 
civil discussions and debates 
with other people who were 
attending the rally,” he said. “I 
am disappointed that they dis-
rupted the event because they 
have had at least three demon-
strations at Davis Park within 
the past month that nobody dis-
rupted.”

Although protests calling for 
the defunding of police have 
been sweeping the nation after 
the brutal death of George 
Floyd, Muscara does not believe 
defunding is the solution to end 
police brutality. 

“I do not support defunding 
the police,” he said. “I think we 

should fund the police more to 
allow for all officers to have body 
cameras and to allow for other 
forms of training. The more 
training these officers have, the 
better.”

Muscara raised about $1,000 
in donations during the rally. 
He plans to use the money to 
assemble a gift basket to give the 
Connecticut State Police Troop 
D and the Killingly Constables 
to thank them for their hard 
work. He plans to organize more 
events to support law enforce-
ment officers in the future. 

“I just want to say that I hon-
estly believe that, as a country, 
we all agree with a lot more 
than we think we do,” Muscara 
said. “I absolutely believe that 
everyone should be treated with 
respect equally, and I condemn 
hatred of any kind. We can sup-
port law enforcement and also 
support one another at the same 
time. It is possible.”

BLUE
continued from page    A1

rate the centennial of women’s suffrage 
in America. 

The following day, July 18, the fun will 
continue with performances by the folk 
and country duo of Mark Mandeville & 
Raianne Richards. 

“We’re so excited!” said Lesley 
Munshower, Recreation Director in the 
town. 

She is happy to have found a way 
to proceed with the summer concerts 
through increased safety measures 
such as moving to a new, more spread-
out venue and following social distanc-
ing regulations. 

The department asks that people 
bring blankets or lawn chairs and their 
masks. In accordance with the COVID-
19 Outdoor Concert Guidelines, 15 feet 
will be required between blankets and 
the field will be marked accordingly. 
Mask must be worn when not seated 
at a blanket, and hand sanitizer will be 
available. 

As a part of the six months of suffrage 
celebration in the town, these concerts 
will have both registrars of voters avail-
able to encourage voter registration 
and civic participation.

“Obviously, this is a presidential elec-
tion year,” said Tyra Penn, Developer of 
Planning and Development. “No matter 
what you believe, you don’t get to say 
what you believe unless you turn out 

and vote.”
Beyond the concerts, Thompson 

Recreation will be involved with other 
programs this summer as Connecticut 
begins to cautiously reopen. Outdoor 
fitness programs, art programs, and 
music lessons are all in the works. 

Thompson Recreation has also 
been hosting a Nip Bottle Collection 
Program to help clean up roadside litter 
in Thompson. For this program, indi-
viduals are offered 10 cents for every 
nip bottle they turn in. They receive 
their reward at the end of the collection 
period in the form of a gift card to a local 
retailer. In May, the program collected 
just under 30,000 nips. Last month, the 
collection number was just over 10,000 
nips, and during their June collection 

which took place last weekend, about 
4,500 nips were collected. 

They plan to do two more collec-
tion dates—one in August and one in 
September. According to Munshower, 
Thompson Recreation was able to extend 
the number of collections because of the 
financial support they received from 
Three Tiers for Connecticut, a nonprof-
it beverage company. 

Thompson Recreation is happy to 
invest in their community through fun 
entertainment and helpful programs. 
They are especially excited to see all 
the happy families who will attend their 
Summer Concerts this evening, tomor-
row, and in the following months. 

CNCERTS
continued from page    A1

Admission is free for 
Historic New England mem-
bers. Tickets for non-mem-
bers can be purchased online 
at $15 for adults, $13 for 
seniors, and $5 for students 
and children. Each tour lasts 
45 minutes.

According to their Web 
site, Roseland Cottage was 
built in 1846 as the summer 
home of Henry and Lucy 
Bowen and their young fam-
ily of ten children. While 
the house is instantly recog-
nizable for its pink exteri-
or, Roseland Cottage has an 
equally colorful interior, fea-
turing elaborate wall cover-
ings, heavily patterned car-
pets, and stained glass, much 
of which survives unchanged 
from the Victorian era. 

Woodstock native Henry 
Bowen used Roseland 
Cottage as a place to enter-
tain friends and political con-
nections, including four U.S. 
presidents. The picturesque 
landscape includes original 
boxwood-edged parterre gar-
dens planted in the 1850s. 
The estate includes an ice-
house, aviary, carriage barn, 
and the nation’s oldest sur-
viving indoor bowling alley. 
It reflects the principles of 
Andrew Jackson Downing, 
a leading nineteenth-century 
tastemaker. The house is a 
National Historic Landmark.

To learn more about this 
historic building or to pur-
chase tickets for their guided 
tour, visit historicnewen-
gland.org. Roseland Cottage 
is located at 556 Route 169, 
Woodstock. Visitors can 
park in the lot behind the 
barn.

ROSELAND
continued from page    A1
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Oh, go jump in a lake!  
That’s the best thing to do 
in this hot weather.  While 
air conditioning is nice, 
it can’t replace the deeply 
cooling sensation of dipping 
one’s entire body in a pool 
of water or in the ocean.  
We are fortunate that in our 
area, there are parks, pools 
and streams to soften the 
steamy days of summer.   

Pomfret’s Mashamoquet 
State Park was a pivotal 

place in my 
c h i l d h o o d . 
I learned 
to swim 
there and 
later taught 
s w i m m i n g 
at Brownie 
Camp.  My 
b r o t h e r s 
swam across 
the pond 
with me on 
their backs 

when I was a little girl.  I 
was always thrilled and a 
bit scared, a perfect com-
bination of emotions for a 
youngster. The Nelson fam-
ily operated the snack bar, 
a remarkable place as they 
offered candy and frozen 
treats in exchange for a few 
coins.

The water at 
Mashamoquet has a distinc-
tive smell. It is a pleasant 
mix of decaying leaves, high 
iron content as the water 
is light brown, and moss 
covered rocks. One whiff 
and I can conjure up class 
picnics, chilly mornings 
of swimming lessons, boys 
showing off by doing can-
non balls from the cement 
dock and the freedom of sit-
ting with a friend on a blan-
ket feeling all the emotions 
of a pre-teen longing to be 
older.

Our daughter and her 
family recently visited the 
park and said that while 
the pool has been drained, 
the stream that is the water 
source is still bubbling 
along.  On a recent hot 
weekend afternoon, fam-
ilies were walking in the 
stream and sitting nearby 
under a canopy of trees.  At 
a time of social distancing, 
there is room for families to 
get outside and at least dip 
their feet in cool water.  

Alexander’s Lake is so 
clear that even at the deep-
est part, the bottom can be 
seen glistening in the sun-
light.  As time passes and 
the place become far more 
gentrified, the lake remains, 
its water silky and cool.  To 
me, there is a subtle smell 
of fish, not at all unpleas-
ant, that makes it distinct. 
Sadly, there is no public 
place to swim, as there once 
was, but countless people 
slip into the water and cool 
off if connected somehow to 
property owners.

Rowing a kayak on 
Quaddick Lake recently 
was a lesson in contrasts.  
As we wended our way 
along the shady shore, 
fast, elegant boats pulled 
children on tubes around 
the deep water.  It looked 
like fun.  The beach at the 
public park was fenced 
off for repair, but families 
were picnicking under the 
trees and watching the boat 
show.  

Roseland Park is favorite 
of our family. The various 
upgrades to the playground 
equipment and the overall 
physical plant are really 
welcome.  

The caretakers keep 
the private park in tip top 
order.  The pond is reedy 
and not open for swimming, 
but wildlife enjoy it to the 
fullest.  I’m waiting to see 
an eagle there someday.  A 
small flock of chickens is a 
big attraction to my grand-
children.  It was once open 
to swimming and boat rent-
als. Now it is a nice place to 
push a stroller, walk with a 
friend or gaze at the water.  

Now I swim in a pool.  
Every day, I do laps, back 
and forth in an aqua colored 
world almost too warm.  I 
wear goggles and a swim 
cap that draw me into an 
underwater Zen-like con-
sciousness.  I don’t think 
at all. I feel the silky water, 
catch a slight whiff of chem-
icals. If reincarnated, I’d 
like to return as a water 
creature. Everyone should 
go jump in a lake.  

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

TelephoNe: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946

www.VillagerNewspapers.com

OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

When the Dixie Chicks spoke up
Against that war, so long ago
That war which history has proved
To be wrong and short-sighted,
YOU shouted “Shut up and sing!”
To silence their voice
And yet their voices were not stilled.
You did not listen then.
But WE would not be silenced.
 
When President Obama was elected
YOU said he did not belong,
That the White House was built for white 

men
And you mobilized a party of hate and 

division
To undermine the promise of the ideal 

America.
You weaponized your hate through the 

NRA
And still we voted for hope.
You did not listen then.
But WE would not be silenced.
 
When twenty children were murdered 
With an assault weapon at Sandy Hook 
YOU offered “thoughts and prayers”
An empty gesture while you lobbied for
Your Second Amendment rights.
We mourned, we cried, we lit candles
We met in vigilant prayer, we wrote letters
And we continued to teach in our bro-

ken-hearted schools.
You did not listen then.
But WE would not be silenced.
 
When the mass killings continued,
Each one seemingly trying to outdo the 

last,
We were stunned by the loss of our broth-

ers and sisters
In that Synagogue, that Black church in 

Charleston.
Once again, YOU offered “thoughts and 

prayers”

While you supped on the crumbs of system-
ic violence

From the palm of the NRA.
We marched, we prayed, we spoke, we 

voted, we wrote letters 
Trying to believe in that America we used 

to love.
You did not listen then.
But WE would not be silenced.
 
When Colin Kaepernick kneeled for justice
To call attention to police brutality, 
Racial inequity and the systemic murder
Of too many of our black brothers and 

sisters,
YOU told the “owners” of the NFL to “fire 

the son of a [expletive].”
You crucified his career, his hopes and 

dreams
And called it “patriotism” when you weap-

onized hatred 
And militarized the police
While we marched, and sang, and prayed, 

and wrote letters. 
You did not listen then.
But WE would not be silenced.
 
Now, as the last straw has broken 
On the backs of those who have born the 

burden
Of hate, racism and the violence 
Which YOU have strategically cultivated,
YOU are appalled by the anger and the heat
Burning through this nation, once the land 

of dreams. 
YOUR weapons, YOUR militarized police, 

YOUR police state
Cannot quell the flames of justice in a 

WOKE America.
Are you listening now?
Because WE will not be silenced.

Donna Dufresne
Pomfret

 We will not be silenced

To the Editor:
Systemic racism still exists throughout the 

U.S. despite the facts that President Lincoln 
abolished slavery 155 years ago and that the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed discrimi-
nation based on race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin.  

I support the sentiments behind the peace-
ful protests against racism and police brutal-
ity sweeping across our nation. I believe that 

black lives matter.
This is a test of us!  Moral, ethical and legal 

actions of citizens, backed by government 
leadership, will guide us.  We will strength-
en communities everywhere by eradicating 
racial injustice, hatred and violence.  

GreG Kline
WooDstocK

A moral test!

Go jump in 
a lake…
no, really

Common 
sense has left 
the building

It seems like our country remains, 
and will remain, divided over how to 
stop the spread of Covid-19.  

It distresses us that common sense 
seems to have left the building.  When 
our cars break down, we bring them to 
a mechanic. When our phones or lap-
tops go on the fritz, we bring them to a 
tech professional to fix them.  When we 
need a new prescription for whatever 
ails us, or we break a bone, we call the 
doctor.  When we are speeding down the 
highway and get pulled over for doing 
so, we are given a ticket to deter us from 
speeding again, and to keep ourselves 
and each other safe.  

Why, then, when doctors and scien-
tists whose experience and expertise 
are beyond question almost universally 
advise us that the best way to slow the 
spread of this virus is to wear a mask 
in public and avoid gathering in large 
groups, are so many so adamant in their 
refusal to listen?  We all want our econ-
omy to function normally again. We all 
want our children to be able to attend 
school safely. We all want to be able to 
enjoy shopping at our favorite stores 
and dining at our favorite restaurants. 
So why this bullheaded refusal to do 
two very simple things that will help all 
of that happen safely?  The answer is, 
regrettably, that like seemingly every-
thing else in today’s world, COVID-19 
has been politicized.  

Here’s the thing, though — political 
affiliation has no effect on reality, and 
the reality we face at this crucial moment 
is that we are being stalked by a highly 
contagious virus. This enemy could not 
only prove fatal to certain segments of 
the population; it appears to leave even 
those who survive it with debilitating 
health issues that may follow them for 
the rest of their lives. And it doesn’t 
give a damn what side of the political 
divide any of us stand on.  Masks have 
always, and still do, helped to decrease 
the spread of viruses.  Granted, certain 
styles are proven to work better than 
others, but that is a different discussion. 
There is ample research demonstrating 
that even the flimsiest of surgical masks 
can dramatically reduce the ability of 
entities like the COVID-19 virus to tra-
verse the air between two people, and 
at this point, with flare-ups happening 
across the country, there is simply no 
excuse for those who are physically able 
to wear one not to do so.  

This brings us to our next point.  The 
fact that you might have found an article 
published somewhere online purporting 
to prove that a face mask is unhealthy 
for the wearer does not make it legiti-
mate.  You can find all sorts of misin-
formation during a Google search that 
could fuel a point/counterpoint discus-
sion on any topic under the sun.  While 
the Internet was meant to open conver-
sations and was dubbed the ‘informa-
tion superhighway,’ it seems the oppo-
site is happening.  People rely on ever 
narrowing social circles, memes, and 
unverified social media posts to guide 
them in their behavior, and it has frank-
ly become dangerous.  Facebook and 
Twitter ‘trolls’ spread misinformation 
at an alarmingly high rate to create 
division and unrest, and  unfortunately, 
it has worked.  With so much misinfor-
mation out there, it’s hard to determine 
what is and what isn’t fact. Many argue 
that COVID-19 is “just the flu,” while 
ignoring the fact that the flu does not 
cause such a flood of patients at hos-
pitals that they have no space to treat 
anything else. 

According to the CDC, an infected 
individual, will spread the virus to at 
least five others.  Our elderly population 
is the most vulnerable; however, that 
trend has seemed to spread to people of 
all ages becoming more and more infect-
ed with dire outcomes.  If we value life, 
we must value it regardless of age.  

No matter what our political persua-
sion, we all want to win the war against 
this pandemic.  So why the refusal 
among so many to unite as one team 
to fight it?  One of the defining charac-
teristics of this great country of ours is 
that each time we have been faced with 
adversity, we have joined together as 
one to fight it.  If all it takes is wearing a 
mask and some social distancing to get 
rid of this virus and to open our schools 
and economy, then there is no room for 
this childish refusal to cooperate. We 
are, and must be, better than this.

The Class of 2020 — an example in making the best of it
To the Editor:
Before the “graduation season” officially 

ends and all the wonderful signs along our 
roads hailing the graduates are taken down, 
I would like to applaud all the 2020 graduates 
whose ceremonies were muted. Kudos, too, 
for all the teachers and school personnel who 
went many extra miles to teach online and 
come up with creative ideas and fun ways to 
engage and honor their students and gradu-
ates. 

Many who are no longer intimately involved 
in the public schools have remarked about 
feeling more connected to public education 

and sympathetic about the continuing chal-
lenges. For graduates—especially from high 
school--missing a long-anticipated milestone 
might still seem harsh and even cruel. With 
luck, the events of this spring can be crafted 
into a good story for retelling and a reminder 
of the value of taking responsibility for your 
own education and for developing the skills 
and outcomes that will serve you and your 
community well in the years to come.

caroline sloat
thomPson

Eastern Connecticut needs a strong leader in Hartford
To the Editor:
My name is Lisa Thomas. I’m a candi-

date for State Senate in the 35th District, 
which includes Ashford, Chaplin, Coventry, 
Eastford, Ellington, Hampton, Pomfret, 
Stafford, Tolland, Union, Vernon, Willington 
and Woodstock. I deeply love these towns 
where my husband and I raised our daugh-
ters to also love them.

We’re experiencing a time that is going to 
change our lives for generations.  Our district 
needs strong leadership in Hartford. I will be 
that qualified leader who works tirelessly for 
all of us.

For 11 years, I’ve brought my law and 
teaching experiences to my service on the 
Coventry Town Council, including on the 
Finance sub-Committee. I understand the 
tough budget battles that large and small 
towns face and how the State budget impacts 
them. We must provide for the needs of our 
residents while keeping taxes down. We must 
support our schools, infrastructure, business-
es, farms and our natural resources. We need 
the jobs and the training that are required by 
high-tech manufacturing. We need equitable 
health care. While working to achieve these 
goals, I’ve brought people together despite 

differences that threatened our progress. 
 
Especially important to families right now is 
how schools will reopen. Many parents face 
the challenge of online schooling for their 
children while working at their jobs. I’ve 
been a teacher for 35 years, and was named 
2020 Teacher of the Year at Windsor’s Clover 
Street School. I understand the pressures our 
schools, parents and students face. The prob-
lem solving skills that I teach my students 
every day are now more necessary than ever. 

These times demand a leader who shows 
up to unite us and challenges us to rethink 
priorities. This crisis presents the opportuni-
ty to revitalize our government in a positive 
way to rebuild the lives of our families and 
communities. Let us focus on the things we 
value: our families, workers, and the small 
businesses that are the backbone of our com-
munities. I will fight relentlessly for eastern 
Connecticut each day that I’m in office. I’m 
asking the residents of the 35th to vote for me, 
for a better future for all of us.

lisa thomas
coventry

NANCY WEISS

Frank G. Chilinski
presideNT/publisher

Brendan BeruBe
ediTor

Letters to the editor may be e-mailed to 
brendan@ villagernewspapers.com

Please include your place of residence and phone number 
for verification, not publication. Letters must be received 

by noon on Tuesdays.

Editorial
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Happenings from 1910 and 1960
This has been an extremely sad 

week for those of us connected with the 
Killingly Historical Center and Killingly 
Historical Society, for Elaine Tenis, the 
Center’s Director, passed away after a 
brief illness.  A tireless worker and ded-
icated and caring woman, Elaine will be 
missed.

Although the Center is not open, 
people continue to send mail and the 
vice-president is checking it.  Kira 
Holmes passed the following letter on 
to me since it was a response from Al 
Borders to my request for memories 
of favorite television programs.  “Back 
in my childhood Westerns were king 
and my father was in charge of the TV, 
of which there was one and black and 
white.  I might add we watched Rawhide, 
Clint Eastwood; Paladin, Richard Boone; 
Cheyene, Clint Walker; Tales of Wells 
Fargo, Dale Robertson; Cisco Kid; Sugar 
Foot, Will Hutchins; Range Rider; Rifle 
Man, Chuck Conners; Bonanza, Lorne 
Greene, Michael Landon, Dan Blucker, 
Pernell Roberts..just to name a few.  I 
listened to the Lone Ranger, Sgt. Preston 
of the Yukon and Amos & Andy on the 
radio with my Grandpa before TV” (let-
ter, undated).

I was reading online newspapers from 
1910 and noticed even back then locals 
were intrigued by the idea of the “Wild 
West.”  “People Liked Wild West Show.  
Miller Brothers’ and Arlington’s Ranch 
101 Wild West show, the best exhibition 
of its kind that ever came to Putnam, 
delighted two large audiences at grounds 
near Eden Street Wednesday. The show 
was late in getting into Putnam, the 
long jump from New Bedford delaying 
the arrival of the train of 22 cars until 
after 8 o’clock.  There was a rush and 
scurry in unloading and in getting the 
equipment over to the grounds, where 

the little tented city 
rose like magic, and 
where at the regular 
hour the afternoon 
performance was 
begun.  Their stay 
here was a pleasure 
to those who like a 
taste of the wild and 
woolly.” (Norwich 
Bulletin, 14 July 
1910, p. 2; newspa-
pers.com).

An interesting article on the same page 
of that 1910 Norwich Bulletin caught 
my eye, “Blue Earth from South Africa. 
Attorney Arthur G. Bill has two small 
pieces of the famous blue earth from 
the great diamond mines a Kimberly, S. 
A. This earth, which is hard but disin-
tegrates rapidly when wet and exposed 
to the sun, is the substance in which 
the diamonds are found.  Mr. Bill came 
into possession of the pieces through 
his brother, Ward W. Bill, to whom they 
were given by a mining man while he 
was in Africa.”

If this intrigues you, do an internet 
search. I found all sorts of interesting 
sites for The Big Hole including photos 
and videos.  The diamond mine opened 
in 1871 and closed in 1914 according to 
Wikipedia.

Have you ever heard of the Knights of 
King Arthur? “Back from their camp in 
the pretty territory at Old Killingly pond, 
the member of Asbury castle, Knights of 
King Arthur, are enthusiastic in their 
comments on camp life as they enjoyed 
it.  The total number of boys that were 
in the camp from the time it was estab-
lished on July 5 was 18.  Henry McEwen 
was in charge and the boys are grateful 
to him, directing one their most pleas-
ant experiences.” (Norwich Bulletin, 14 

July 1910, p. 2; news-
papers.com).

Imagine that 
you are a visitor to 
Killingly and are try-
ing to locate a friend 
or relative in 1910--
-and there are no 
street signs.  A third 
article in the July 
14 Norwich Bulletin 
noted that a change 
was on the way.  

“Stranger in Danielson will soon be able 
to find their way about our pretty little 
town without the necessity of stopping 
to ask the nearest citizen where they 
are at. We are going to have street signs.  
Warden W. I. Bullard has been autho-
rized by the court of burgesses to make 
the purchase, which action is  (in) accor-
dance with a vote on the matter taken at 
the last annual borough meeting.  The 
signs will be mounted at street intersec-
tions in all parts of the borough.” 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game.  I’ve 
enjoyed watching some of the reruns 
of the Red Sox games and have loved 
seeing my favorite players from the 
past but am more than ready for the 
return of baseball.  I think that’s why I 
quickly honed in on this ad from a 1960 
Windham County Transcript.  “Join the 
Crowd…Get Free Baseball Tickets to 
Any Red Sox Home Game Just Save 
First National pink register tapes…with 
$50 worth you get one free ($2 tax paid) 
reserved grandstand seat.  Tapes must 
be dated between May 23 and July 30. 
Tickets good during regular season.” 
(WCT June 9, 1960).  If any of you remem-
ber taking advantage of this promotion, 
please let us know by emailing me.

Before you read the next tidbit, 
think about where you were in 1960, 

how old you were, and what were your 
best memories. I was in high school 
in Pennsylvania, playing in our band.  
Perhaps some of you recall attending this 
Fourth of July event.  “J C Sponsored 
Jamboree Day---Once Again Helps to 
Keep thousands From Highways---Pretty 
girls, marshal music, bright uniforms 
and fast-stepping marchers!  These were 
only a few of the highlights which made 
Danielson’s 1960 July 4th Jamboree Day 
a gala occasion and once again helped 
keep many thousands of area residents 
off dangerous highways during the hol-
idays…An estimated 3,000 people lined 
the streets as the marchers went by. At 
least 3,000 took part in or were spectators 
at the field events.  The band concert 
in Davis Park drew an estimated 1,000 
listeners, and 1,500 persons participated 
enthusiastically in the huge block dance 
at the A & P parking lot where round 
and square dancing concluded the festiv-
ities.” A horse show was even held at the 
Killingly Memorial School field.  (WCT 
July 7, 1960).

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly 
Municipal Historian, July 2020.  Special 
thanks to Al Borders for his television 
program memories. For additional infor-
mation email me at margaretmweaver@
gmail.com or visit the Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Center Wed. or Sat. 10-4 
(when it reopens) or www.killinglyhis-
torical.org. or call 860-779-7250 (when 
the Historical Center reopens). Like us at 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/killing-
lyhistoricalsociety.  Mail for the Killingly 
Historical & Genealogical Society, Inc. or 
the Killingly Historical and Genealogical 
Center should be sent to PO Box 265, 
Danielson, Connecticut 06329.

MARGARET 
WEAVER

Killingly 
at 300

Monitoring your portfolio at the mid-year

As we continue the discus-
sion of important aspects of 
mid-year planning throughout 
July, this week’s focus will be 
on strategies for monitoring 
your portfolio. There’s a few 
ways to monitor your portfolio: 
very closely, hands off, or some-
where in between. The middle 
ground is a good way to stay in 
touch with the performance of 
your investments, but not too 
much where it might keep you 
up at night. 

Especially right now, mid-
year is a good time to look 
at your investment portfoli-
os because of the ongoing mar-
ket swings due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Monitoring your 
portfolio can help make sure 
that your investments are still 
working to help you achieve 
your goals or realize that maybe 
it needs a few changes. There 
are four main areas you should 
monitor: long-term perfor-
mance, diversification, asset 
allocation, and rebalancing. 

The first step
Checking in on the long-term 

performance of your invest-
ments is the first step when 
monitoring your portfolio. It 
can help you see if your invest-
ments are performing well 
enough to help you achieve 
your goals. After all, that’s the 
reason you are investing in the 

first place!
Diversification: Spreading 

out risk
Diversification refers to the 

process of investing in a num-
ber of different securities to 
help manage risk. The theory 
is that if some investments in 
your portfolio decline in value, 
others may rise or hold steady.

For example, say you want-
ed to invest in stocks. Rather 
than investing in just domes-
tic stocks, you could diversi-
fy your portfolio by investing 
in foreign stocks as well. Or 
you could choose to include 
the stocks of different size 
companies (small-cap, mid-
cap, and/or large-cap stocks). 
If your primary objective is to 
invest in bonds for income, you 
could choose both government 
and corporate bonds to poten-
tially take advantage of their 
different risk/return profiles. 
You might also choose bonds 
of different maturities because 
long-term bonds tend to react 
more dramatically to changes 
in interest rates than short-
term bonds. As interest rates 
rise, bond prices typically fall.

Asset allocation: Investing 
strategically

Asset allocation is a strategic 
approach to diversifying your 
portfolio among different asset 
classes that seeks to pursue the 
highest potential return with-
in a certain level of risk. After 
carefully considering your 
investment goals, time horizon, 
and risk tolerance, you would 
then invest different percent-
ages of your portfolio in tar-
geted asset classes to pursue 
your goals. A careful analysis of 
these three personal factors can 

help you make strategic choices 
that are suitable for your needs.

Generally speaking, a large 
accumulation goal, a high tol-
erance for risk, and a long time 
horizon would typically trans-
late into a more aggressive 
strategy and therefore a high-
er allocation to stock/growth 
investments. 

The opposite is also true: A 
small accumulation goal (or one 
geared more toward generating 
income), a low tolerance for 
risk, and a shorter time horizon 
might require a more conserva-
tive approach. 

Rebalance to stay on target
Over time, an asset allocation 

can shift simply due to chang-
ing market performance, as we 
have seen in the last few months. 
For example, in years when the 
stock market performs par-
ticularly well, a portfolio may 
become overweighted in stocks. 
Or in years when bonds outper-
form, they may end up compris-
ing a larger-than-desired per-
centage of the portfolio. In these 
situations, a little rebalancing 
may be in order.

There are two ways to rebal-
ance. The first is by simply sell-
ing securities in the overweight-
ed asset class and directing the 
proceeds into the underweight-
ed ones. The second method is 
by directing new investments 
into the underweighted asset 
class until the desired alloca-
tion is achieved.

Keep in mind that selling 
securities can result in a tax-
able event, unless they are held 
in a tax-advantaged account, 
such as an employer-sponsored 
retirement plan or an IRA.

Points to consider

Keep an eye on how different 
types of assets react to market 
conditions. Part of fine-tuning 
your game plan might involve 
putting part of your money into 
investments that behave very 
differently from the ones you 
have now. 

Diversification can have two 
benefits. Owning investments 
that go up when others go down 
might help to either lower the 
overall risk of your portfolio 
or improve your chances of 
achieving your target rate of 
return. Asset allocation and 
diversification don’t guarantee 
a profit or insure against a pos-
sible loss, of course. But you 
owe it to your portfolio to see 
whether there are specialized 
investments that might help 
balance out the ones you have.

Be disciplined about sticking 
to whatever strategy you choose 
for monitoring your portfolio. If 
your game plan is to rebalance 
whenever your investments 
have been so successful that 
they alter your asset allocation, 
make sure you aren’t tempted 
to simply coast and skip your 
review altogether. At a mini-
mum, you should double-check 
with your financial advisor if 
you’re thinking about deviating 
from your strategy for main-
taining your portfolio. After all, 
you probably had good reasons 
for your original decision.

Some investments don’t fit 
neatly into a stocks-bonds-cash 
asset allocation. You’ll proba-
bly need help to figure out how 
hedge funds, real estate, private 
equity, and commodities might 
balance the risk and returns of 
the rest of your portfolio. And 
new investment products are 

being introduced all the time; 
you may need to see if any of 
them meet your needs better 
than what you have now.

Helping you Plan Well. Invest 
Well. Live Well.

At Weiss, Hale & Zahansky 
Strategic Wealth Advisors, 
our comprehensive Plan Well. 
Invest Well. Live Well. process 
is more than a tag line. It is a 
strategic approach to help our 
clients achieve their financial 
life goals, and every strate-
gic investor needs to monitor 
their portfolios intermittently 
throughout the year. If you need 
assistance with your invest-
ment portfolio, or you are inter-
ested in getting started, email 
us at info@whzwealth.com or 
give us a call at 860-928-2341! 
You can also visit our Web site, 
www.whzwealth.com/resourc-
es for information about finan-
cial planning!

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner James 
Zahansky, AWMA®. Securities 
and advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered 
Investment Adviser. These mate-
rials are general in nature and 
do not address your specific sit-
uation. For your specific invest-
ment needs, please discuss your 
individual circumstances with 
your representative. Weiss, Hale 
& Zahansky Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not provide tax or 
legal advice, and nothing in the 
accompanying pages should be 
construed as specific tax or legal 
advice. 697 Pomfret St., Pomfret 
Center, CT 06259, 860-928-2341. 
http://www.whzwealth.com. 

JIM ZAHANSKY
INVESTMENT 

ADVISER

Financial 
Focus

The decisions that change your life
The decisions that we make determine 

the trajectory of our lives.
Last week, this column spoke of the 

choices we make. I said that we are who 
we are, what we are, and where we are in 
life because of the decisions we’ve made 
... and it’s true. If you take a pad of paper 
and begin backtracking, step by step and 
decision by decision, your current situ-
ation, both good and bad, become clear. 
You are where you are because of the 
decisions and choices you made. That’s 
true for all of us.

I received an email disputing my 
claim. The writer said, “I’m a victim of 
circumstances. I’ve lost everything and 
none of it was based upon my decisions. 
My life has always been in the hands of 
others.”

My first question is, “Why is your 
life in the hands of others? Are they 
really making your decisions for you? 
Probably not.” And that question leads 
me to my next question, “What deci-
sion that you made placed you in their 
hands?”

Blaming others is easy. “It’s not my 
fault!” To blame others is also a decision 
you make and an awfully bad one. It’s a 
decision to not accept responsibility for 
your results. 

Let’s say that circumstances were 
such that they were completely out 

of your control. My next 
question would be, “What 
decisions are you making 
now to pull yourself out of 
this mess?” You can blame 
others and say it’s not your 
fault, but you must accept 
responsibility to move for-
ward. The decisions you 
make will pull you out of the situation.

I was diagnosed with cancer earli-
er this year. I don’t know why. Maybe 
environmental ... maybe stress ... maybe 
genetic. I don’t blame others or take a 
fatalist view. I decided to do the research 
and find the right team of doctors at the 
right medical facility to give me the best 
chances to live. I decided that I was going 
to fight and win. I decided that I’ll die 
someday, but not today ... and not from 
this. 

Many people accept their diagnosis, 
get their life in order, then go home 
to await the end. I chose differently. I 
decided not to die from cancer and that 
decision pushed me to make other deci-
sions to find the right medical team and 
treatment. I am where I am now in my 
medical care because of decisions I’ve 
made. 

The quality of our lives is determined 
by the decisions we make.

A friend on LinkedIn posted some-

thing this morning that 
I found interesting and an 
example of how decisions 
impact results.

“If you have a bar of iron, 
it’s worth five dollars. If you 
make the iron into horse-
shoes, the value increases to 
twelve dollars. That decision 

more than doubles the value of your 
investment.

Now, take the same bar of iron and 
turn it into simple sewing needles. The 
value becomes thirty-five hundred dol-
lars. 

But if you turn that same five-dollar 
bar of iron into springs for Swiss watch-
es, the value becomes an astonishing 
three-hundred thousand dollars. The 
decision you make of what you do with 
your iron gives you a variety of values 
and outcomes.” The decisions you make 
about how you live your life are the 
same. The quality and value of your life 
are determined by your decisions.

Stephen Covey says, “We are the cre-
ative force of our life, and through our 
own decisions rather than our condi-
tions, if we carefully learn to do certain 
things, we can accomplish our goals.”

What about your decisions? Who 
you associate with, what you read, the 
importance you put into receiving train-

ing and/or education ... it all impacts 
your life by the decisions you are able 
to make based upon the knowledge you 
have.

You are influenced greatly by the 
people you spend the most time with. 
Choose your friends wisely.

You are who you are, where you are 
and what you are in your life based by 
what you allow into your mind. What 
you let in determines the decisions you 
make. Read good books and choose your 
entertainment wisely. Don’t allow neg-
ativity into your mind. Chose what and 
who you allow into your head.

Finally, I’ll share that I’ve never met a 
successful pessimist. The most success-
ful people I have ever met are also the 
most optimistic. Successful people are 
those that believe in their success before 
it happens and they make the decisions 
to make it so.

Choose to be optimistic in all that you 
do.

What decisions will you make today? 

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaKing
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OBITUARIES
Elaine Louise Tenis of Brooklyn 

passed away July 7, 2020. She was 
born December 14, 1957, daughter of 
Wendell and Grace (Adams) Dobson of 
Woodstock. 

She is survived by her husband 
James. A son Cody Sanchez and his wife 
Karen of Windham. Two grandsons 
Kaleb Schulz and Liam Sanchez. She 
also leaves behind an ex husband Paul 
Sanchez, a nephew Ralph Armitage 
of Eastford, a niece Karen Harper 
of Ashford and a grand niece Jande 
Clayton of Franklin, NC. She was pre-
deceased by a beloved sister Priscilla 

Armitage and brother Wendell Dobson.
She retired from the State 

of Connecticut, Department of 
Developmental Disabilities hav-
ing worked for many years at the 
Mansfield Training School and area 
group homes. She was director of the 
Killingly Historical and Genealogical 
Society. She was also active in the 
DAR, CAR, and BS Troop 4 of Brooklyn.

She loved Tweedy and Betty Boop, 
Genealogy, rescue miniature pincers, 
flea markets, yard sales, John Hiatt 
and Law and Order. tillinghastfh.com

Elaine Louise Tenis

Louise Elizabeth Longo, 78 
Louise E. Longo, wife of Attorney 

Nicholas A. Longo of Putnam CT, 
passed away at the age of 78 after a 
lengthy illness. She was born and 
raised in Putnam, graduated from St. 
Mary’s School and Putnam Catholic 
Academy, and attended the University 
of Connecticut. 

Mrs. Longo is the beloved mother of 
four children, James Nicholas Longo 
of Marion Ohio, David John Longo 
of Putnam Connecticut, Maureen 
Elizabeth Ryan of Putnam Connecticut, 
and Kevin Joseph Longo of Danielson 
Connecticut. 

Louise was an avid observer of 
nature and a wide-ranging reader and 
strong believer in education.

Funeral services are private and 
have been entrusted to the Gilman 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 104 
Church St., Putnam, CT 06260. 
Donations in Louise’s memory can 
be made to the Quinebaug Valley 
Community College Foundation, 742 
Upper Maple Street, Danielson CT 
06239 and Matulaitis Rehabilitation & 
Skilled Care, 10 Thurber Road Putnam, 
CT 06260. Services will be private. For 
memorial guestbook please visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com. 

Louise Elizabeth Longo, 78

PUTNAM - Phyllis M. Brodeur, 95, of 
Woodstock Ave., died, Monday, July 6, 
2020, at Westview Healthcare. Phyllis 

was born on May 23, 
1925 on Franklin St. in 
Danielson at the fami-
ly home. She was pre-
deceased by her par-
ents the late Arthur 
and Pearl (Regis) 
Brodeur and her sib-
lings, Jacqueline and 
R. Roger Brodeur. 

Phyllis attended St. Mary’s School in 
Putnam and graduated from Putnam 
Catholic Academy. She went on to study 
nursing in Hartford and received her 
radiology Certificate from Fitchburg 
Hospital. She worked in the X-ray 
department at Fitchburg Hospital and at 
Harrington Hospital. Phyllis ended her 
lengthy career in the Nuclear Medicine 
Department at Day Kimball Hospital. A 
job that she LOVED!

Phyllis enjoyed playing golf, bowling, 
and singing in the St. Mary Church 
choir. After retirement, Phyllis found 
great pleasure in visiting what she 
called the “Indian Mission” but, never 
on Sunday.

Phyllis is survived by her sister 
in law, Theresa Brodeur; nephews, 
Michael (Maureen) Brodeur, Mark 

(Lori) Brodeur, great niece Melanie 
(Bill) Korzon, Matthew (Jessica Costa) 
Brodeur, Roger and Joshua Brodeur; 
great-great nephew and niece, Billy and 
Madeline Korzon, who always managed 
to put a smile on her face with their 
visits. Phyllis also leaves her life-long 
friend Grace Brelsford.

Phyllis will be remembered for her 
infectious laugh and welcoming person-
ality. The family would like to thank the 
staff at the Village at Waterman Lake-
Macoun Unit and Westview Healthcare 
Center for their loving care and friend-
ship, especially the last few years. As 
only Phyllis could say “Cheers” till we 
meet again!

Relatives and friends were invited to 
visit with Phyllis’s family from 5:00p.m. 
to 7:00p.m. on Monday, July 13, 2020 at 
the Gilman Funeral Home located at 
102 Church St. Putnam, CT.  A gath-
ering began at 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 am 
on, Tuesday, July 14, 2020, followed by 
Funeral Mass of Christian Burial at St. 
Mary Church at 10:30 a.m. Burial to 
follow in St. Mary Cemetery in Putnam, 
CT. Memorial donations may be made 
to Memory Lane Café at Day Kimball 
Hospital, 320 Pomfret Rd., Putnam, CT 
06260.  For memorial guestbook visit 
www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Phyllis M. Brodeur, 95

Gary T. Zurek, 57, of Brooklyn, CT 
died peacefully surrounded by his lov-
ing family on June 18, 2020. Born on 

March 25, 1963 at 
Hartford Hospital in 
Hartford, CT, son of 
Robert M. Zurek and 
Shirly (Coulter) Bell 
and stepson of Joseph 
Bell. He was the 
beloved husband of 
Joanne (Gineo) Zurek, 
they were married in 

All Saints’ Episcopal Church in East 
Hartford.

Gary enjoyed the outdoors especially 
skiing, hiking, camping, fishing, and fly-
ing small experimental aircraft and glid-
ers. He also enjoyed playing his favorite 
guitar and tinkering on small projects 
nonetheless he is best known for his love 
of Christ, devotion to his family and his 
desire for ice cream.

After graduating in 1987 from Hartford 
Technical College with a bachelor’s 
degree in Manufacturing Engineering, 
Gary worked for Dean Machine, CNC 
Software, and Bostonmatic Corporation. 
Most recently however, Gary worked 
for Kern Precision which he started in 

2007. While his desire for ice cream was 
certainly high, those who worked with 
him would agree that his dedication to 
the manufacturing industry was supe-
rior. He gained several lifelong friends 
while working in the industry and is 
accredited for several technical articles 
regarding the manufacturing industry.

He is survived by his beloved wife of 
36 years Joanne L. (Gineo) Zurek; his 
daughters Mellisia Zurek and Ashley 
(Zurek) Sorel; his son Brandon Zurek; 
his son-in-laws Rodger Lyon, Stephen 
Sorel; his daughter-in-law Kristin 
(Bassett) Zurek. He is also survived by 
his brother Robert M. Zurek and Linda 
(Zurek) Pelland; grandchildren Jordan 
Lyon, Andrew Lyon, Wyatt Lyon, 
Kaiden Sorel and Evelyn Sorel. He is 
predeceased by his parents Robert M. 
Zurek, Shirly (Coulter) Bell, his step-
father Joseph Bell and his grandson 
Brayden Stanlee Zurek.

Gary was an amazing man who loved 
God most of all, remember him always 
as Gods faithful servant.

There will be a private celebration of 
life on July 18, 2020.

 tillinghastfh.com

Gary T. Zurek, 57

Robert R. Marcy, 68, of Shaw Road, 
Woodstock Valley, CT passed away sud-
denly on July 10, 2020. Born December 3, 

1951, in Southbridge, 
Massachusetts. He 
was predeceased 
by parents Max and 
Arlene (Barrett) 
Marcy. Many knew 
him as Sam. 

He leaves his 
brother Ronald and 
wife Jean Marcy, 

sister Maxine Marcy, nieces Melissa 
Desrosiers, Jessica Gill and Christina 
Gregorzek, several great nieces and 
nephews, many cousins and friends. 
He also leaves his loving but somewhat 
mischievous cats Clyde and Claude.

Robert graduated from Windham 
Technical School, Willimantic, CT in 
1972 as an auto body technician. He 
enjoyed preservation and restoration 
of automobiles and utilized this pas-
sion in his work for 45 years, start-

ing at Goodhall’s Garage, in Union, 
CT; then Rick’s in Charlton, Mass and 
Arnie’s in Charlton Mass. For the past 
10 years he served as auto body techni-
cian at Precision Collision in Pomfret, 
Ct. Sam’s home garage was his hobby, 
in addition to taking his cars for a 
“spin” around the area.

Robert was a kind and thoughtful 
person, always willing to help - this 
was indicated when he was a wonder-
ful caregiver to his mother Arlene who 
had Alzheimers. Robert loved traveling 
and visiting with people.

Due to the current social distanc-
ing requirements the family will hold 
an informal “calling hours” on the 
lawn of Robert’s home, 3 Shaw Road, 
Woodstock Valley, CT on Wednesday, 
July 22nd from 4-6pm.

You are welcome to make a donation 
the charity of your choice in memory 
of Robert (Sam).  If you wish to share 
a memory, you may do so at smithand-
walkerfh.com.

Robert (SAM) R. Marcy

Sandy, 62, passed 
away on June 30, 2020 
in the loving arms of 
her son Jeremy and 
his wife Missy with 
whom she resided 
after a battle with 
cancer.   She was born 
to the late Maxine 
& Carroll Creamer 

in Florida.  Being the rebel she was 
she embraced the 70’s. Her compan-
ion, the late Bob Cates and she raised 

her children whom she is survived by. 
Her sons, Jason(Tina), Jeremy(Missy), 
and her daughters Brandy(Mark) and 
Ashley.  After her children were grown 
she worked at Better Value and then 
Automatic Rolls. She also leaves behind 
her sisters, Carol, Mary & Melody and 
13 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild 
and her very special niece Samantha 
along with other nieces and nephews. 
We will be having a memorial service 
July 25th at 12:30 in Bremen Maine

Sandra Theriaque    

Stephen R. Peluso, 82
Stephen R. “Steve” Peluso age 82 of 

Rotonda, Florida, formerly of Putnam, 
Connecticut died on July 7, 2020 follow-
ing a brief but courageous, four-month 

battle with cancer.  
Mr. Peluso was born 
August 16, 1937 in 
Putnam, Connecticut.  
He was the son of 
Nick and Louise 
Peluso.  He was the 
husband of Bettina 
(Rogala) Peluso, who 
survives him.  They 
were married on 
October 13, 1979.

Mr. Peluso grad-
uated from Putnam 
High School in 1955, 
where he starred as 
an undersized line-
man for the football 
Clippers of Coach Jim 

Greenhalgh.  He earned a BS degree 
from the University of Connecticut in 
1963, where he also attended graduate 
school.  He also attended graduate pro-
grams at Central Connecticut State 
University, University of Hartford and 
Trinity College.

He was a veteran of the United States 
Army Reserve, July 1963 – December 
1963.  He served in the Connecticut 
National Guard, 250th Engineering Co. 
from July 1963 to June 1971.  He was 
honorably separated from the unit with 
the rank of Sergeant (E-5), serving as 
a personnel specialist for the 120-man 
company.  

Peluso enjoyed a lengthy professional 
career with the State of Connecticut 
in numerous administrative positions.  
His most recent position was Assistant 
Regional Director for Administration 

for DMR Region 3.  He previously held 
positions as Institutional Business 
Manager at the Hartford Regional 
Center; Administrative Officer in 
the State Budget Division;Personnel 
Assistant at the State Department of 
Education; Business Officer at Central 
Connecticut State University; and 
Administrative Trainee Purchasing for 
the Connecticut Labor Department – 
Social Security Division.

He was an avid UConn Husky fan, 
season’s ticket holder and financial sup-
porter of all University of Connecticut 
athletic programs.  He was a rabid New 
York Yankee fan residing in the heart 
of Boston Red Sox territory.  Mr. Peluso 
was a 31-year member of the Mayotte-
Viens American Legion Post #13 of 
Putnam and a longtime member of the 
Putnam Lodge of Elks #574.  He was a 
voracious reader, enjoyed a round of 
golf with friends and especially was a 
fan of Cowboy Western movies.  

In addition to his wife, he’s survived 
by four nieces and nephews and numer-
ous cousins and relatives in the Putnam 
area.  He will be dearly missed by his 
many friends, acquaintances and for-
mer work buddies in the Putnam and 
Greater Hartford region.  In addition to 
his parents, he was predeceased by his 
sisters Angelina Peluso, Evelyn Baxter 
and Ester Kragsnoger and a brother 
John Peluso.  

Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Lemon Bay Funeral 
Home in Englewood, Florida.  Memorial 
gifts in Steve Peluso’s memory may be 
made to the American Cancer Society or 
to the Mayotte-Viens American Legion 
Post #13, P.O. Box 123, Putnam, CT 
06260-0123.   

On June 29, 2020 Gregory K. 
Gunderson, 66, of Brooklyn, CT passed 
away due to complications of Covid-
19 at UMass Memorial Hospital. He 

was the young-
est son of Patricia 
Gilbert Gunderson 
and the late Norman 
I. Gunderson. 
Gregory had two 
brothers Kenneth 
N. Gunderson and 
the late Henry K. 
Gunderson. He leaves 

behind his two daughters Carrie N. 
McClure and Ashley B. Gunderson as 
well as his grandchildren Christopher 
and Robyn McClure. He also leaves 
behind many cousins, nieces, and 
nephews who loved him dearly.

Gregory graduated from Killingly 
High School and went on to work at 
King’s Trucking, Electric Boat, Glass 
Container, and Metal’s Recycling in RI. 
He did roofing and automotive work in 
his spare time until he retired.

Greg was lovingly referred to as a 

“good ol’ boy” and a “gentle giant.” He 
was loved by so many people because 
of his kindness and generosity and his 
willingness to go above and beyond 
for friends, family, and even strangers 
at times. Greg used to take his daugh-
ters camping every weekend in the 
summer and taught them how to fish 
and start a campfire. He loved animals 
and would often come up with many 
silly nicknames for everyone’s pets. 
He was always whistling or singing 
along to the oldies and loved watching 
American Pickers and Bonanza. He 
also loved old cars and telling anyone 
who was nearby all about them. If it 
was nice outside, you could always find 
him at a local swim spot with a cooler 
and bag of charcoal ready to cook out 
and cool off. The world will definitely 
feel a little bit smaller without Gregory 
in it. 

A celebration of life will be held at 
a time to be determined next spring 
when it is hopefully safe to gather 
again. tillinghastfh.com 

Gregory K. Gunderson, 66
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North Grosvenordale – Rita F. 
(Krolik) Langevin, 97, formerly of Main 
St, Mechanicsville, and Webster, MA, 

died Sunday evening, 
July 12, 2020, at Pierce 
Memorial Baptist 
Home in Brooklyn.  
Born in Webster, MA. 
She was the daugh-
ter of the late Frank 
and Mary (Terlicki) 
Krolik and gradu-
ate of Bartlett High 

School.
Mrs. Langevin worked for many 

years as a waitress at the Vernon Stiles 
Inn and the Stables Restaurant retiring 
from the housekeeping department at 
John Dempsey Regional Center. 

Mrs. Langevin was a communicant of 
St. Joseph Church in N. Grosvenordale. 

Rita is survived by her son, Bruce 
Langevin and his companion Lee 
Houle of Danielson, and two grand-
sons, Travis Beaulieu of Brooklyn and 
Tucker Langevin of Jewett City. She 
was predeceased by her two sisters, 
Cecelia Dudek and Wanda Belleville 

Relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited to a Mass of Christian 
Burial on Friday July 17, 2020 at 10:30 
a.m. in St. Joseph Church, 18 Main 
St., N. Grosvenordale, CT.  Burial 
will follow in St. Joseph Cemetery.  
Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to the Valade Funeral 
Home and Crematory, 23 Main St., N. 
Grosvenordale, CT 06255. Memorial 
donations may be made to St. Joseph 
Church, P.O. Box 665, Putnam. For 
memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Rita F. Langevin, 97
Helen T. (Grala) Dabkowski, 

101, beloved wife of the Late Henry 
Dabkowski, entered into eternal life 

on July 7, 2020. 
She was born on 
February 23, 1919 
in New Britain, CT, 
daughter of the Late 
Frank and Rozalia 
(Swider) Grala. She 
lived in New Britain, 
Portland, Columbia 
and most recent-

ly Lebanon, CT. Helen was former-
ly employed by American Hardware. 
She is survived by a sister, Genevieve 
Alberti of New Britain, a brother-
in-law and sister-in-law, Walter and 
Joan Zeh of Thompson, CT, a sis-
ter-in-law Susan Dabkowski of New 
Britain, and several nieces and neph-
ews: Dean Dabson, Christy Desiree, 

Ronald Dabkowski, Sandy Dabkowski, 
Kathy Cameron, Suzanne Cyr, Jane 
Dagata, John Dabkowski, Stephen 
Zeh, Janet Zeh, Mary Anne Zeh, and 
Eileen Davies. “Niece Mary Anne Zeh, 
thanks for the help and care you have 
given me”. “Niece Janet Zeh thanks for 
your care and daily telephone calls”. 
“Mr. and Mrs. George Judkins, thanks 
for the help you gave me”. She was 
predeceased by two brothers, Frank 
Grala Jr., Henry Grala and nephews 
Robert Grala, Andrew Zeh. A Mass 
of Christian Burial was celebrated on 
Tuesday, July 14 followed by burial in 
Sacred Heart Cemetery, New Britain. 
Memorial contributions may be made 
to the American Cancer Society. The 
family wishes to thank all the staff at 
Matulaitis Nursing Home for the excel-
lent care she received during the last 
two years of her life.

Helen T. Dabkowski, 101

QUINEBAUG- Philip S. Petrello age 
47 passed away Tuesday, July 7, 2020 
at his home.  He leaves his mother 

Sandra Lapensee and 
her husband Douglas 
of Auburn, his 
daughter Shaianne 
Petrello and her fian-
cée Tim Whittemore 
of Webster his 
brothers Michael 
Warner of Webster 
and Scott Warner 

of Dudley. He also leaves his former 
life companion Karen L. ( Chickering) 
Petrello of Quinebaug, , a step-son 
Gregory Devlin, step-daughter Amanda 
Dube and her husband Justin Dube of 
Tolland, CT.   Philip also leaves a Aunt 
Sherri Petrello of East Hartford, five 
grandchildren, Mason, Ethan, Kendra 
and Sophia, Brianna and several niec-

es and nephews, and a Aunt Sandra 
Taylor of Coventry, CT and  half-sis-
ter Kristy Petrello of Hartford, Ct and 
a half  brother Joseph Petrello of East 
Hartford.

He was born in Hartoford, CT son of 
Philip Petrello and Sandra (Cramer) 
Lapensee.  He was formerly employed 
at LKQ as a warehouse manager in 
Webster.  Philip enjoyed, mortorcycles, 
NASCAR and cooking.  Calling hours 
will be held Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
in the Shaw-Majercik Funeral Home, 
48 School St., Webster, MA  Please 
omit flowers and make donations in 
his memory to Recovery Center of 
America at Westminster, 9 Village Inn 
Rd., Westminster, MA 01473.  A guest 
book is available at www.shaw-majer-
cik.com where you may post a condo-
lence or light a candle.

Philip S. Petrello, 47

Roland E. Lalumiere passed away on 
Monday July 6, 2020, unexpectedly at 
his home.  He was 64.  

Roland was born 
on January 18th 1956. 
He attended Killingly 
High School and was 
a long-time resident 
of Central Village, 
CT.

Roland was an 
enthusiastic camper 
and enjoyed spending 

his time camping with his wife.  He 
was also a proud member of Yankee 
Yesteryear Car club and proudly dis-
played his later father’s 1978 truck 
in the Putnam light parade. He loved 
to recount the 2016 parade, where he 
dressed his truck with his family as 
Mator from Cars™ the movie. He was a 
man of all trades, and a master of none, 
always willing to give a helping hand.

Shortly after high school Roland met 
his wife Cheryl McQuesten-Lalumiere 
at one of his first jobs at Big Dollar 
and married the love of his life at St. 

Johns Church in Plainfield.  They were 
married for 43 years. He worked as 
an experienced sheet metal fitter at 
Electric Boat and as a machine opera-
tor at the Rogers Corporation. Roland 
and Cheryl and had two children.  His 
daughter Crystal Lalumiere-Wood is 
married to Alan Wood and gave him 
three grandchildren Celeste, Bryan 
and Charlotte who all proudly called 
him Papa.  His son Craig Lalumiere is 
engaged to Stephanie Whitten and he 
was looking forward to attending their 
wedding this fall.

In addition to his wife, children 
and grandchildren, Roland is prede-
ceased by his parents Jean Lalumiere 
and Roseanna Lalumiere.  He leaves 
behind his one sister and two brothers 
whom he all loved.  His tireless love 
and devotion to his family and friends 
were evident in all that he did.  

A services were held on Friday July 
10th. Roland is laid to rest at Evergreen 
Cemetery in Plainfield, CT.  www.
doughertybrosfuneralhome.com   

Roland E. Lalumiere, 64

North  Grosvenordale – Charles 
E. Archambault, 87, of Riverside Dr. 
passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
July 11, 2020 at home. He was the 
loving husband of Alice (Simonzi) 
Archambault for 66 years.  Born in 
Putnam, he was the son of the late 
Joseph and Bernadette (Coderre) 
Archambault.

Charles attended 
St. Joseph’s High 
School in Thompson, 
CT where he grad-
uated in 1950 with 
honors.  He actively 
served in the U.S. Air 
Force and was honor-
ably discharged with 
the rank of Corporal.  
After completing 
his military service, 
Charles signed a 
minor league base-
ball contract with 
the St. Louis Browns.  
In 1953, he joined 
his father’s general 
insurance agency and 

became a licensed agent a year later.  In 
1962 he incorporated the agency which 
became known as J.A. Archambault 
& Son, Inc. and was the President and 
CEO from 1986 until his retirement in 
December 1995.  He proudly served as a 
director of the Citizens National Bank 
from 1965 until 2014 when the Bank 
was sold.  He also served the Town of 
Thompson as a Tax Collector for three 
years, was a member of the Board 
of Finance for four years, the Zoning 
Board of Appeals for four years and the 
Building Committee for the High School 
addition.  He served on the Board of 
Directors of Day Kimball Hospital for 
four years. He was the Chairman of the 
Development Committee for two years 
and was a member of the Thompson 
Historical Society and Thompson 
Village Improvement Society.  

Charles was a communicant of St. 
Joseph Church where he served as 

the Trustee for the church for fifteen 
years, Choir Master for 27 years and 
four years on the Board of Catholic 
Charities for the Diocese of Norwich.  
He was a past member of the Thompson 
Lions Club, Life Member and past 
Grand Knight of St. Bernard Council 
Knights of Columbus, Life Member of 
the Putnam Lodge of Elks, Life Member 
of the Community Fire Department 
and a member of the Oscar Swanson 
Post American Legion. 

In addition to his wife, Charles 
is survived by his two sons, David 
R. Archambault and his life part-
ner Cynthia Stringfellow of N. 
Grosvenordale and Joseph C. 
Archambault and his wife Rabeya 
of New Bedford, MA; his daughter, 
Marianne Zwicklbauer and her hus-
band Dr. Michael Zwicklbauer of 
Newport News, VA; his brothers, 
Monsignor Henry Archambault of 
Taftville, and Dr. Paul Archambault 
of MA; ten grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; and broth-
ers and sisters-in law.  He was pre-
deceased by his brothers, the late 
Maurice Archambault, Dr. J. Bernard 
Archambault, A. Leon Archambault, 
Rev. Richard L. Archambault and 
by his sisters, Jeanne Brodeaur and 
Denise Hutchinson.  

He was a dedicated friend of Bill W’s 
since 1984.

Relatives and friends are invit-
ed to visit with Charles’ family from 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
July 16, 2020 in the Valade Funeral 
Home & Crematory, 23 Main St., N. 
Grosvenordale, CT with a Mass of 
Christian Burial to be held at 11:00 
a.m.in St. Joseph Church, 18 Main St, 
N. Grosvenordale, CT.  Burial will fol-
low in St. Joseph Cemetery. 

Memorial donations may be made to 
TEEG, P.O. Box 664, N. Grosvenordale, 
CT 06255 or to Hospice & Palliative 
Care, P.O. Box 632, Putnam, CT 06260. 
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Charles E. Archambault, 87

Charles “Butch” Samples. Sr. a 
Marine Corps Veteran went home to 
be with his Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ on February 21, 2020. He was 79 
years old.

He leaves his 
devoted wife Carole 
Samples, a son, 
daughter, adopted 
daughter. Grandson, 
granddaughter and 
great grandson, two 
sisters Evelyn and 
Betty with many 
nieces and nephews 

whom he loved. He was preceded in 
death by his younger brother Ronnie.

He leaves many friends and acquain-
tances whom he laughed, smiled and 
shared Jesus with.

There are no calling hours.

A Memorial Service will be Saturday 
July 18 2020 at 10 AM in The Mill 
Church, 45 River St., Millbury, MA. 
01527.

In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in 
Mr. Samples name 
may be made to: 
VFW National 
Headquarters, 406 
West 34th St., Kansas 
City, MO. 64111.

The ROBERT J. 
MILLER FUNERAL 
HOME and LAKE 

CHAPEL, 366 School St., Webster is 
Honored to be assisting the family with 
arrangements.

To leave an on-line message of con-
dolence, please visit: RJMillerfunerals.
net

Charles “Butch” Samples. Sr., 79 On July 1, 2020 Henry K. Gunderson, 
67, of Thompson, CT passed away 
suddenly on his way to Day Kimball 

Hospital. He was the 
middle son of Patricia 
Gilbert Gunderson 
and the late Norman 
I. Gunderson. 
Henry had two 
brothers Kenneth 
N. Gunderson and 
the late Gregory 
K. Gunderson. He 

leaves behind his companion of 7 years 
Harriett Cotnoir as well as very close 
friends Shelly S. and David H. and 
many other friends who were special 
to him.

Henry attended Killingly High 
School and went on to work at local 
scrapyards and worked doing automo-
tive repairs locally. Henry, or “Hank,” 
was the kind of guy you either loved or 
you didn’t. He liked to portray himself 

as “hard” but those who took the time 
to get to know him would soon find out 
he had a sweet and silly side to him. 
He loved animals and they loved him 
right back. He enjoyed goofing around 
with his friends, arm wrestling with 
them and showing them how strong he 
was, watching movies, and going out 
to eat. Hank loved old and fast cars, 
especially Chevys. He liked going for 
rides through the countryside to look 
at houses and going to flea markets and 
yard sales. Anyone who knew Henry 
knows he absolutely loved music. He 
liked all kinds of music and enjoyed 
showing off his good musical taste and 
vehicle’s sound system at cook outs by 
“cranking up the tunes.” Henry will be 
missed by many! 

A celebration of life will be held at 
a time to be determined next spring 
when it is hopefully safe to gather 
again. tillinghastfh.com

Henry K. Gunderson, 67

Coping with the loss of a loved one while social distancing

Coping with the loss of a loved 
one can be challenging in the 
best of times, but many people 
have had to confront such chal-
lenges at a time that is unlike 
any other in modern history. 

By the start of the second full 
week of May 2020, the World 
Health Organization report-

ed that roughly 279,000 people 
across the globe had died from 
the novel coronavirus COVID-
19. Many of the 215 countries, 
areas or territories that reported 
cases of COVID-19 implemented 
social distancing measures in 
an effort to reduce the spread 
of the virus. While such efforts 
no doubt saved lives, they also 
left many people without tradi-
tional means of grieving their 
deceased loved ones. For exam-
ple, in March the Church of 
England limited the number of 
people who could attend funer-
als to immediate family mem-
bers only, while restrictions on 
gatherings in the United States 
made it difficult if not impossi-
ble for more than 10 people to 
grieve together in person.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention notes 

that grief is a normal response 
to losing a loved one. In addition, 
the American Psychological 
Association says that research 
has shown that social support 
can help people recover from 
such losses

Though traditional funer-
als and family gatherings may 
not be possible as the world 
responds to the COVID-19 out-
break, those who have lost 
loved ones can embrace various 
strategies to cope with their loss 
even while stay-at-home orders 
remain in place.

• Host calls with family mem-
bers and friends. The videotele-
phone and chat service Zoom 
has helped millions of people 
stay connected with loved ones 
while social distancing. Schools 
and universities even employed 
the service when in-person 

classroom sessions were can-
celed to stop the spread of the 
virus. The CDC recommends 
grieving families employ such 
technology to connect with each 
other in the wake of a loved 
one’s death. 

• Share stories. Grieving fam-
ily members are urged to share 
stories and pictures much like 
they would during wakes and 
funerals. Share them during 
group conference calls and/or 
via social media, emails or other 
modern modes of communica-
tions. Connecting in such ways 
can ensure no one is forced to 
grieve alone.

• Seek support from your com-
munity. The CDC recommends 
seeking support from faith-
based organizations or other 
trusted community leaders and 
friends. While in-person church 

services may not be available, 
many local religious leaders 
have made themselves avail-
able to congregants and even 
non-congregants who may need 
help grieving. Local communi-
ty organizations may have grief 
counselors available to help peo-
ple cope with loss.

• Take part in an activity that 
meant something to you and 
your deceased loved one. The 
CDC notes that doing something 
in memory of a loved one can 
help people cope. For exam-
ple, plant flowers in honor of a 
deceased parent with whom you 
shared a love of gardening.

Confronting the loss of a loved 
one during the COVID-19 out-
break can be challenging. But 
families can still overcome this 
challenge even if they cannot 
gather together in person. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF EASTFORD

On July 6, 2020 the duly authorized 
agent of the Eastford Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Agency approved 
the addition of a second curtain drain 
to be tied into previously approved 
drain to remove water seepage from 
garage and driveway within the Upland 
Review area at 175 Eastford Rd.  Map 
122 Block 16 Lot 2 located in Eastford 
CT.
July 17, 2020

TOWN OF THOMPSON
On July 10, 2020 the following wetlands 
agent approval was issued: Application 
# WAA20025 approved with conditions, 
Madison Avenue Investments LLC, 0 
Madison Ave. (Assessor’s Map 103, 
Block 31, Lot 6H) - construct a footing 
drain located in the 100-foot upland re-
view area for a new single family home.
Marla Butts, Wetlands Agent
July 17, 2020

ORIENTS HEIGHTS 
FIRE DISTRICT
TAX NOTICE

All residents and non-residents or 
the Orients Heights Fire District liable 
to pay a property tax in the Orient 
Heights Fire District are notified that 
by virtue of a tax warrant placed in my 
hands, I am directed to collect a tax of 
.58 mills on the dollar, which was laid 
on the Grand List of October 1, 2019. 
Said tax becomes due and payable 

on July 1, 2020 with 30 days to pay 
without interest.  As soon as such tax 
becomes delinquent, it shall be subject 
to interest at the rate of one and one 
half percent of such tax for each month 
or the fraction thereof, which elapses 
from August 3, 2020. Minimum interest 
is $2.00.
I will be accepting mail in payments 
only, make checks payable to Orient 
Heights Fire District and mail to: Orient 
Heights Tax Collector, 34 Bonneville 
St., Danielson CT 06239. A copy of 
each tax bill must accompany payment 
so proper credit may be recorded. 
Those wishing a receipt must enclose 
a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Cheryl Lukowski, Tax Collector  
July 17, 2020
July 31, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF EASTFORD

On July 6, 2020 the duly authorized 
agent of the Eastford Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Agency approved 
the addition of a second curtain drain 
to be tied into previously approved 
drain to remove water seepage from 
garage and driveway  within the Up-
land Review area at 237 Old Colony 
Rd., Map 122 Block 15 Lot 2 located in 
Eastford CT.
July 17, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Donald E. Mac Way (20-
00244) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge 

of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, June 7, 2020, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Alysia Casiano, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Kim MacWay, 
c/o JAMES K KELLEY, LAW OFFICES 
OF JAMES K. KELLEY & ASSOCIA. 
33 BROAD STREET, 
DANIELSON, CT 06239,  
(860)774-9627. 
July 17, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Edgar R Deslauriers 
(20-00238) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, 
Judge of the Court of Probate, District 
of Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, June 29, 2020, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Patricia A Deslauriers 
c/o ALYSON R ALEMAN,  
BORNER SMITII ALEMAN HERZOG 
& CERRONE, LLC, 155 PROVI-
DENCE STREET, PO BOX 166, PUT-
NAM, CT 06260  
July 17, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF John M. Miller, Sr. (20-
00221) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, July 7, 2020, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.

Alysia Casiano, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Carol Miller, 
c/o STEPHEN J ADAMS, ESQ,  
158 MAIN S1REET, P.O. BOX 682, 
PUTNAM, CT 06260, (860)928-6528 
July 17, 2020

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF David Peter Bunn, AKA 
David P Bunn (20-00207) The Hon. 
Leah P. Schad, Judge of the Court of 
Probate, District of Northeast probate 
Court, by decree dated, June 7, 2020, 
ordered that all claims must be pre-
sented to the fiduciary at the address 
below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
c/o PASQUALE A CAVALIERE, 
THORNTON & THOMSEN,  
96 FRANKLIN STREET,  
P. O. BOX 531, WESTERLY, RI 02891 
July 17, 2020

LEGALS

CLASSIFIEDS
1-800-536-5836

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL TOLL FREE
EMAIL: ADS@VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

VISIT US ONLINE www.towntotownclassifieds.com

Town-to-TownVILLAGER NEWSPAPERS
Putnam Villager � Thompson Villager � Woodstock Villager � Killingly Villager      

�Hometown Service, Big Time Results�

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

ARTICLES FOR SALE
Nordic Track Exerciser-$300 
Epson Photo Printer 
Cd/DVD with program
$650 
Car or Truck Sunroof
$100 
Rollup School Map
$50
Many Chairs 
$25 each.
Electric Fireplace
$140
2 Antique Printing Presses
Manufacturing1885- 
$1500 each.
Call:
508-764-4458

CANON CAMERA
AE-1 MANUAL 
With Lens and Flash
52 mm UV  35 mm  52 mm
Zoom II
62 mm UV model 202
35-70 mm 1007773 
Asking  $150.00 
OR BEST OFFER
1-774-230-7555

010 FOR SALE

COLLECTABLES 
FOR SALE
kitchen canister sets-1940’s set.
10 made in Germany. 1960’s
set 6 matching pitcher and
bowls from 
London & Portugal. German
beer steins-oil laterns. 
call 860-774-1871

FOR SALE
1 year old black 
Amana stove $300. 
(860)928-0773

FOR SALE
Brand new8ft Leers Cap. Fits a
8ft bed for 2016 
and under. $850 
call 508-909-6070

FOR SALE
Janome Sowing/ Embroidery
Machine. Includes: all feet,
Hoops software. $2,995. Call
860-774-5714 and leave a mes-
sage.

QUALITY
bicycles,pictures,crystal wine
glasses,porcelain dolls,fig-
urines,lawn 
mowers,bookcases and girls
toys for sale.
CALL: 860-204-6264

010 FOR SALE

TRAC VAC
Model 385-IC/385LH

Used Once
Best Offer

BEAR CAT
VAC-N-CHIP PRO

& VAC PRO
Models 72085, 72285,

72295
Used Twice
Best Offer

CALL 
(508)765-5763

TO SEE COME TO
22 TAFT ST. 2ND FLR
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- Evergreens, Excellent
Privacy Border. Hemlocks-
Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
England Fieldstone
Round/Flat, Excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $25/Ton
(508) 278-5762 Evening

010 FOR SALE

VERMONT CASTINGS 
WOOD STOVE
Black enamel model vigilent
Great condition. 
CALL 508-943-5352

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

MIRROCRAFT 12 FOOT”V” 
BOTTOM. MINNKOTA
MAXXUM 40 POUND
THRUST, VARIABLE
DRIVE,VERY LOW HOURS. 3
SEATS WITH PEDESTALS
.OARS,ANCHOR,TRAILER,
SPARE TIRE . ALL VERY
GOOD CONDI-
TION.$1500.00.CALL 508-987-
0386 LEAVE MESSAGE.

700 AUTOMOTIVE

725 AUTOMOBILES

1968 FORD T/BIRD
LANDAU
2dr. 429 Engine, 91k miles.
well maintained. Excellant
condition, clean, 
garage kept.
$12,000
860-774-8624

725 AUTOMOBILES

CAR PARTS
for l956/55: 56 buick special

conv. chrome, dash brd, 
taillight assembly, bumpers, top
lift cylinder, carburator, trim, etc.
860-315-7395

725 AUTOMOBILES

FOR SALE: 
1997 BMW 528i 96k $5000 or
BO, 2001 Cadillac Eldo $2350,
$1997 Cadillac 
Concours $1800.
call: 508-344-0732

725 AUTOMOBILES

VEHICALS FOR SALE 1999
F150 118k miles. 4x4 single
cab stepside capt. chairs
Loaded Red with Cap
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed-
loaded with plow. Low mil-
lige. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

HEY MOM! 
Order your photo reprint today

Call Villager Newspapers for details 
(860)928-1818

ALL AT GREAT PRICES!
DIGITAL COPY $5

 4”X6” $5 • 8.5”X11” $10.00
(GLOSSY PRINTS)

Keep your landscape looking good 
with less effort

Keep your garden looking its 
best and reduce your workload 
by enlisting practices that pro-
vide multiple benefits. Your 
garden will flourish and you’ll 
have more time to enjoy its 
beauty. 

Put your yard waste to work 
in your garden.  You’ll save 
time hauling plant debris to the 
recycling center and money 
spent buying bagged material. 
Use shredded leaves, evergreen 
needles, herbicide-free grass 
clippings or other pest- and 
weed-free organic material as 
mulch.  Spread a one to two-
inch layer of these materials 
over the soil around annual 
and perennial flowers and veg-
etables.  

Use woodchips and shredded 
bark to mulch pathways, trees, 
and shrubs. Consider joining 
forces with your neighbors, 
renting a chipper, and turning 
brush into mulch for your land-
scape. Maintain a two- to three-
inch layer of mulch around 
these plants.  And keep the 
mulch away from tree trunks 
and the crowns of the plants.  

Organic mulch helps con-

serve moisture, reduce weeds, 
and improve the soil as it 
breaks down. So, you get multi-
ple benefits from this one task 
while burning a few calories 
and strengthening your mus-
cles. 

Water plants thoroughly 
and less frequently whenever 
you irrigate the garden.  This 
encourages deep roots, making 
your plants more drought tol-
erant and pest resistant.  Water 
early in the day to reduce water 
lost to evaporation.  And con-
sider using drip irrigation or 
soaker hoses to deliver water 
right to the plant roots where 
it is needed.

Check container gardens 
daily.  Water thoroughly until 
the excess water runs out the 
bottom.  Or enlist the help of 
one of the many container irri-
gation systems. Consider using 
a slow release fertilizer when 
needed to keep plants thriving 
with less effort. These types 
of fertilizers provide a slow, 
steady release of nutrients 
for balanced growth without 
sacrificing flowers or burning 
drought stressed plants.

Don’t forget your trees 
and shrubs.  Proper water-
ing will also improve their 
health. Water new plantings 
and moisture lovers whenev-
er the top few inches of soil 
are dry.  Even established 
trees and shrubs need a help-
ing hand during extended 
periods of drought. Always 
water thoroughly to encourage 

deep, drought-resistant roots. 
 Keep mowing your lawn as 
long as your grass is actively 
growing. Mow high since tall-
er grass is better able to out 
compete the weeds and forms 
deeper roots, making it more 
drought tolerant. Minimize the 
stress by removing no more 
than a third of the total grass 
height each time you mow. 

Always use a sharp mower 
blade.  Sharp blades cut more 
efficiently, saving you time 
whenever you mow. You’ll 
consume 22 percent less fuel 
and the lawn will use up to 
30% less water when using 
sharp blades. Plus, the clean 

cut will be less noticeable and 
the wound will close quickly, 
helping you grow a healthy, 
better-looking lawn.  

Be sure to leave grass clip-
pings on the lawn.  They 
add nutrients, moisture, and 
organic matter to the soil.  A 
season’s worth of clippings is 
equal to one fertilizer applica-
tion. So every time you mow 
you are fertilizing the lawn and 
improving the soil.

 Finish every garden chore 
with a bit of cleanup.  Sweep 
clippings, plant debris and 
fertilizer off walks, drives and 
patios, so it won’t wash into 
storm sewers.  Keeping plant 

debris out of our waterways 
is good for us and the environ-
ment.

Melinda Myers is the 
author of more than 20 gar-
dening books, including Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” DVD serie-
sand the nationally-syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and her Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

994 N Woodstock Rd

Southbridge MA 01550

Route 169, 1/2 Mile from Conn. Line

508-764-3231  Morse-Lumber.com

Morse Lumber Morse Lumber 
Co., Inc.Co., Inc.

“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”
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 BUILDING MATERIALS  

 AND SUPPLIES

• K.D. Framing 

• Pressure Treated  

 Lumber & Ties 

• Composite Decking 

• Trusses &  

 Engineered Lumber 

• Pine 

• Cedar 

• Plywood 

• Roofing 

• Siding 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Insulation 

• Mouldings 

• Drywall 

• Ceilings 

• Flooring 

• Hardware 

• Cements 

• Split Rail Fencing 

• Septic Pipe 

• Fabric 

• Gutters 

• Replacement Windows 

 SAW MILL PRODUCTS 

• Rough Sawn  

 Dimension Lumber 

• Boards 

• Timbers 

• Industrial Lumber 

• Wood Chips 

• Grade Stakes 

• Softwood & Harwood

Ephemera that was saved from the trash
Merriam Webster defines 

ephemera as “something of no 
lasting significance.”  Their 
second definition reads “paper 
items (such as posters, broad-
sides, and tickets) that were 
originally meant to be discarded 
after use but have since become 
collectibles.”

Ephemera was not meant to 
be preserved.  Posters were used 
to promote events like movies, 
plays, the circus, sport matches 
or to advertise products.  The 
posters were typically ripped 
down after the event or another 
poster was plastered over them.  

Tickets were typically ripped 
or punched.  Most people threw 
them away as soon as the event ended.

Merriam Webster’s definition for a 
broadside is “a sizable sheet of paper 
printed on one side.”  Broadsides 
documented events prior to the 
Revolutionary War, during the Civil 
War, and throughout other significant 
times in history.  They were intended to 
inform the public and were not expect-
ed to last long after they were printed

There are also other types of ephem-
era not included in Merriam Webster’s 
definition.  Postcards were meant to 
communicate with family and friends 
and then be thrown away.  Programs for 
a play or sporting event provided you 
information on the event and perform-
ers or players.  Most were not saved.  
Locally, Whitney in Worcester played 
a big part in producing greeting cards.  

Those made in Worcester and 
elsewhere were usually dis-
carded after the holiday or 
event passed.

As with other antiques or 
collectibles, it is often the 
things that most people threw 
away that are the most collect-
ible.  Some ephemeral pieces 
can bring large sums at auc-
tion.   

A 1959 ticket for a John F. 
Kennedy speech in Nashville, 
TN signed by JFK, Robert 
Kennedy and Jackie Kennedy 
sold for over $8,000 last year.  
A “Mountain Road” lot-
tery ticket signed by George 
Washington brought $12,500 

this year.  The tickets were sold to 
raise funds for a proposed road to a 
resort in Virginia.  A ticket stub for 
Michael Jordan’s first NBA basketball 
game from 1984 went for over $36,000 at 
auction in 2018.

Real photo postcards are actual pho-
tographs with a postcard back and some 
can be quite valuable.  A real photo post-
card that read “WRIGHT AEROPLANE 
COLLEGE PARK MD OCT ‘09” pictured 
the Wright Brothers’ airplane.  It sold 
for $10,000 in 2017.  A 1964 Beatles post-
card signed by all four reached over 
$18,000.  As you might expect, sports 
related postcards can be some of the 
most valuable.  A 1915 Red Sox team 
real photo postcard that included Babe 
Ruth during his rookie year fetched 
$80,000.

A six-color broadside offering sale of 
Missouri lands in 40 acre or more lots 
by the Hannibal & St. Joseph’s Railroad 
brought nearly $20,000 in 2013.  A broad-
side advertising a $100,000 reward for 
Abraham Lincoln’s assassins sold 
for $80,000 in 2009.  A rare July 1776 
printed broadside of the Declaration 
of Independence sold at auction in 
2016.  The Massachusetts-Bay Colony’s 
Authorized Edition was printed by 
Ezekiel Russell of Salem, Mass.  It real-
ized over $500,000.

An 1892 Henri de Toulose-Lautrec 
poster, “AMBASSADEURS / ARISTIDE 
BRUANT,” brought $50,000 in 2016.  An 
1864 campaign poster for Abraham 
Lincoln and Andrew Johnson sold for 
$250,000 last year.  A 1932 movie poster 
for the Boris Karloff’s “The Old Dark 
House,” which was said to be one of 
two known to exist, went for $950,000 in 
2019.  Bela Lugosi’s IMDb profile shows 
his highest salary for a film was $5,000.  
Lugosi would have had to make 190 
films to pay for the poster.

We will soon be hosting an online 
auction in Warren, RI.  We are plan-
ning an estate sale in Auburn later 
this summer.  We also will be offering 
toys from a huge collection in multiple 
online auctions.  The first auctions will 
feature diecast cars and later auctions 
will feature some of the finest antique 
toys that we have handled.  Please keep 
checking www.centralmassauctions.
com for details.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com  (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com.

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
ColleCtibles 

& estAtes

WORCESTER, Mass. 
— Worcester Academy 
proudly announc-
es its Honor Roll and 
Headmaster’s List for 
Semester 2 of the 2019-
2020 School Year. The 
honors represent the 
achievements that each 
Worcester Academy stu-
dent has earned through 
academic excellence, 
challenge, and personal 
growth.

Among the students is:
Avery Riva of 

Woodstock, 12, Second 
Honors.

About Worcester 
Academy

W o r c e s t e r 
Academy is an exception-
al co-educational inde-
pendent school for day 
and boarding students in 
grades 6 through 12 and 
postgraduates. Through 
an innovative and 
thoughtfully designed 
curriculum, Worcester 
Academy instills in stu-
dents a lifelong passion 

for learning and a foun-
dation of core values that 
enable them to “Achieve 
the Honorable”as leaders 
and world citizens. The 
school takes pride in its 
diverse local and inter-
national community, and 
situates its curriculum 
within a global, multicul-
tural context that helps 
students develop the inde-
pendence, confidence, 
and world-readiness they 
need to succeed in college 
and beyond.

Avery Riva of 
Woodstock recognized 
for academic excellence 

A buyer’s guide to home 
air conditioning systems
Few experiences pro-

vide as much relief as 
walking into a cool room 
on a hot summer day. 
Air conditioning systems 
make such experiences 
possible, and homeown-
ers’ decision in regard 
to which one to install 
in their homes is signif-
icant.

Homeowners may not 
know where to begin 
in regard to finding the 
right air conditioning 
system for their home. 
According to the Air-
Conditioning, Heating, & 
Refrigeration Institute, 
the best systems provide 
steady, dependable per-
formance for many years 
when sized correctly for 
the home. Correct instal-
lation and routine main-
tenance also can ensure 
homeowners’ air con-
ditioning systems with-
stand the test of time.

How do I know which 
size is best?

When shopping for new 
air conditioning systems, 
homeowners must con-
sider a host of factors to 
ensure they get the best 
match. The AHRI notes 
that the home’s age, the 
number and quality of its 
windows, how well it’s 
insulated, the number 
of stories it has, and its 
square footage are among 
the factors to consider. 
Homeowners can ben-
efit from working with 
trained technicians who 
can investigate each of 
these factors and recom-
mend the correct system. 
The AHRI recommends 
homeowners ask their 
technicians to perform a 

Manual J analysis, which 
is a standardized formula 
that can help homeown-
ers get the perfect system 
for their homes.

What about energy effi-
ciency?

Energy efficiency is 
an important consider-
ation when purchasing 
a new air condition-
er for a home. Energy 
rates vary depending 
on where a person lives, 
but rates remain pretty 
high across the board. 
The Energy Information 
Association notes that 
residential electricity 
rates increased through-
out the United States by 
about 15 percent between 
2009 and 2019. An ener-
gy-efficient unit can help 
homeowners save con-
siderable amounts of 
money, so homeowners 

can ask their technicians 
to recommend energy-ef-
ficient units that suit 
their homes. A unit that 
adequately cools a home 
without consuming a 
lot of costly electricity 
should be every home-
owner’s goal. The U.S. 
Department of Energy 
employs the Seasonal 
Energy Efficiency Rating, 
or SEER, to inform con-
sumers about the efficien-
cy of each air condition-
er. This rating is noted on 
the Energy Guide® label 
on each unit, and the 
higher the number, the 
more efficient the unit.

Home air conditioning 
systems are costly. But 
the right choice of unit 
can keep homes cool with-
out costing homeowners 
a fortune in energy costs. 
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