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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Local first 
responders recently took part 
in a bike ride to mark the five-
year anniversary of the death 
of Officer Ronald Tarentino, 
Jr.

The May 22 ride began at 
the Spencer Police station, 
then looped around the area 
in a circle through sever-
al towns before finishing at 
Officer Tarentino’s grave site 
in Leicester. 

Tarentino, an Auburn Police 
Officer, was killed in the line of 
duty in May 2016. Since then, 
residents have supported mul-
tiple group fundraising events 

in his honor, but COVID-19 
caused many activities to be 
canceled or rescheduled this 
past year.

“We want to let the Tarentino 
family know that LPD, and the 
entire town of Leicester, sup-
ports them and keeps them in 
their thoughts and prayers,” 
read a statement released by the 
Leicester Police Department, 
where Tarentino worked for 
several years before serving 
the Auburn Police. 

In total, the May 22 bike ride 
featured 74 miles throughout 
the area in honor of Tarentino’s 
badge number. The ride was 
organized by Leicester Police 
Officer Mike Lombardozzi and 

Auburn Police Officer Randy 
Hawley. 

Hundreds of residents in 
multiple towns came out to 
support the riders as they 
passed through. These includ-
ed residents of Sturbridge, 
West Brookfield, Leicester, 
Spencer, and East Brookfield, 
among others. 

The ride was scheduled to 
stop at the Black and White 
Restaurant in Spencer, where 
supporters could cheer on the 
riders.

“We are marking the day we 
lost a hero,” said LPD Chief 
Ken Antanavica.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – School offi-
cials continue to take steps 
toward remediating the effects 
of last month’s oil leak at the 
elementary school.

The leak of heating oil at 
Leicester Elementary School 
was discovered in early 
April and reported to the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) on April 7. 
According to MassDEP offi-
cials, approximately 50 gal-
lons of Number 2 fuel oil were 
released after a fuel line was 
accidentally punctured.

School and town officials 
said the puncture occurred 
when several tents were 
installed outside the school in 
anticipation of its reopening 
from COVID-19 protocols. 

“A tent spike pierced an oil 
line that leads from the outside 
oil tank into the building,” said 
Town Administrator David 
Genereux.

“A few days later, oil odors 
were noted in one classroom, 
adjacent to where underground 
fuel oil lines leading from the 
10,000-gallon tank emerge from 
the ground, enter the building, 
and lead to the boiler.” 

School personnel performed 

several investigations to 
attempt to identify the source 
of the odors. Staff members 
hand-excavated a shallow pit 
outside the building where oil 
lines emerge. No oil was origi-
nally observed.

After a rainstorm a few days 
later, a mix of free-phase oil 
and water was observed in the 
pit. The contaminated water 
was surface runoff, not ground-
water, officials said.  

Following this discovery, 
the school department notified 
its insurance company and 
the MassDEP. Full excavation 
work took place over the next 
several days.

“On April 27, it was deter-
mined that soil contamination 
was more extensive,” Genereux 
added. “Oil was observed in a 
catch basin near the site, and 
in wetlands downstream of 
outfall. We deployed sorbents 
and booms in catch basins 
and wetlands, and notified 
DEP. An emergency certifica-
tion request was filed with the 
Conservation Commission.”

Over the last several weeks, 
remediation work has been 
ongoing. The town has contact-
ed at least one abutter about 
the incident, and officials are 
monitoring Sergeant’s Pond 
for contaminants. 

“The town conducted imme-
diate response actions to 
assess the impacts and come 
up with a plan to clean it up,” 
said MassDEP spokesman Ed 
Coletta. “The town had to hire 
an LSP [licensed site profes-
sional] to perform the cleanup 
work.”

Earlier this month, the 
MassDEP authorized the town 
to remove 750 cubic yards of 
contaminated soil from the 
area. Additionally, affected 
classrooms have been venti-
lated, and indoor air samples 
were taken on May 3. Results 
were expected back this week.

“Nearby storm drains were 
also inspected to see if oil 
might have migrated to those 
as well,” Coletta said. 

As of press time, the results 
of the storm drain inspections 
had not been released.

The school building has been 
closed since April, with stu-
dents attending classes on the 
now vacant Becker College 
campus. Leicester Elementary 
School is expected to remain 
closed for the rest of the school 
year.

The town continues to work 
with the environmental com-
pany, HETI, to resolve the 
issue.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – All but four 
articles passed at last week’s 
Annual Town Meeting, which 
featured a 29-article warrant. 

Article 5 covered the Fiscal 
Year 2022 operating budget for 
municipal and school services. 
The approved FY22 budget 
($30,616,675) was $517,167 great-
er than the FY21 budget.

The FY22 budget includes 
$150,000 in Free Cash to be used 
as operating capital to reopen 
the police station lobby to the 
public, effective July 1. The 
funds will be used to hire the 
staff needed to keep the lobby 
open around the clock. 

“The station has not been 
open to the public since the 
regional dispatch agreement 
was signed with Worcester,” 
read a town-issued informa-
tional statement prior to the 
Annual Town Meeting. “The 
agreement freed up funds to 
hire additional officers with 

the savings realized by remov-
ing the cost of dispatch from 
the police budget. However, 
removal of those personnel 
essentially closed the building 
to the public.”

Once the lobby is reopened, 
staff members will be able to 
serve walk-ins, take gener-
al business calls, and watch 
prisoners. Currently, individ-
uals in police custody must 
be moved to another town for 
holding, and Leicester is billed 
for this service.

Annual Town Meeting 
Article 10 authorized a trans-
fer of $20,000 from Free Cash 
for stormwater management 
throughout the town, with 
funds to be expended by the 
Highway Department.

Article 11 transferred $21,400 
from Free Cash to fund ground-
water and other studies at the 
former landfill site. Article 12, 
meanwhile, transferred $57,672 
from Free Cash to purchase 
and equip one new police cruis-

er. 
Article 13 focused on the 

FY22 capital plan, specifical-
ly six recommended projects. 
These include replacing obso-
lete equipment on the Highway 
Department fuel island 
($55,000); replacing a 35-year-
old fire engine ($300,000); 
town-wide communications 
upgrades ($54,243); and replac-
ing the fire station roof in 
Rochdale ($45,000). 

Article 7 appropriat-
ed $3,301 to fund the FY22 
assessment from the Central 
Mass. Regional Planning 
Commission.

Article 20 did not pass. It 
would have transferred prop-
erty from the Hillcrest Water 
District to the town. The prop-
erty is located off Lehigh Road. 
Article 27 (proposed marijua-
na zoning bylaw amendments) 
and Article 22 (proposed bylaw 
changes involving motor vehi-

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – School offi-
cials recently announced 
that Melanie Ethier has 
been selected as the next 
Principal of Wire Village 
School.

Ethier will begin her 
new position on July 1. She 
succeeds current Principal 
Linda Stanelun, who was 
named the director of pre-
school and early educa-
tion for the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School 
District. 

Ethier currently serves 
as the Assistant Principal 
of Wire Village School, 
her third year in that posi-
tion. Prior to her current 
position, she spent seven 
years as a teacher at East 
Brookfield Elementary 
School.

For SEBRSD leaders, it’s 
always a thrill to promote 
from within and fill posi-
tions with experienced, tal-
ented educators in the dis-
trict. 

“As a regional school 
district, we always want to 
ensure that we find the right 

person for each position we 
fill – a person who will bring 
their expertise, skills, and 
professionalism to the role, 
while embracing the values 
of our school community,” 
said Melissa Farrow, the 
district’s assistant business 
manager in charge of human 
resources.

After a challenging 2020-
21 school year, SEBRSD 
Superintendent Paul 
Haughey is looking forward 
to a new normal in the dis-
trict next year. And with 
the promotion of Ethier, 
SEBRSD officials know they 
can rely on a strong leader-
ship team in place at each 
school.

“These are exciting times 
for our district and each of 
its schools, as we begin to 
chase excellence in the years 
ahead,” said Superintendent 
Haughey. “It is always excit-
ing to see our educators 
strive to take instructional 
leadership posts within our 
district.”

Ethier’s knowledge of the 
building, staff, and student 
body will allow her to make 
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Melanie Ethier was selected as the next principal of Wire Village 
School.

Ethier named new 
Principal at Wire 

Village School

Leicester school officials 
work to address effects of 

oil leak

Leicester voters pass all 
but four warrant articles

Bicycle ride pays tribute to 
fallen police officer
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Local first responders honored the life and legacy of fallen Auburn Police 
Officer Ronald Tarentino, Jr.
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Memorial Day Remembrance

Troy Cormier
10/2/1963 
5/19/2018

Mom, Todd & Lynne, Tracy & Donna, 
Trevor, Collin, Ashley and Terry.

North Brook�eld. MA.

Gone but will never 
 be forgotten.

We love you, Troy, and 
miss you so much.

Specializing In: Cemetery Lettering
Monument Cleaning - Markers

Bronze Plaques for Memorial Parks

Call For Appointment  508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated ~ Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main Street, Leicester, MA
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Find comfort and closure with
a personalized memorial

We salute our fallen and give 
thanks on this Memorial Day.

Memorial Day 
Remembrance

Paul  
Burke

June 28, 1948-
February 5, 2019

Lisa 
Burke

April 16, 1974-
October 11, 2005

You both are forever in our hearts. 
— Love, Mom

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Please contact 

Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-7716 or apply online at quaboagonthecommon.com

Come work for us! We are a De�ciency-Free community facility 
in a beautiful small town with a family feel.  
We have great bene�ts • Flexible schedules

New higher Sign-on and Referral bonuses if hired during the month of June!

WE ARE 
CURRENTLY 

HIRING!

• CNA’s all shifts
• Nurse 7p-7a & 3-11 (5K SIGN ON BONUS)
• PT Activity Aide
• Per Diem PT
• FT Speech Therapist, PT PTA, Per Diem OT

• Temporary Carpenter (7 mos)
• FT Overnight Nursing Supervisor
• FT Evening Nursing Supervisor 
• PT Housekeeper
• PT Dietary

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

Happy Memorial Day from our family to 
yours. May we always remember our fallen 

service members with pride on this day.
Start a new career and join our family!

CNA Scholarships available to the right applicants. Please inquire for more info.

Memorial Day Remembrances

Celebrate Memorial Day 2021 safely with family and friends, and always  
remember to honor the brave men and women who have made the ultimate sacri�ce.  

We also remember our beloved deceased on this day. May they all rest in peace. 

Memorial Day Remembrance

Richard P. McEvoy
June 24, 1958

August 22, 2015

Craig P. McEvoy
January 16, 1960
October 6, 2016

~Brothers~ 

Gone too soon.  
Our hearts still ache.

Honored to work 
with our Veteran 

Buyers and Sellers 
with their Real 
Estate needs. 

We Specialize in VA LOANS.

Angela Dolber 
Janet Dolber

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angie: 508-826-8553 
angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet 508-887-5136 
janet@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Lionel William Berthiaume

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBRANCE

Private/Purple Heart Recipient 
European Theater
U.S. Army WWII 

Spencer, MA

Not 
Forgotten

The Berthiaume & 
Russo Families  

of Spencer

Lionel Lescault

MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBRANCE

U. S. Navy Buglemaster Second Class
First Spencer Resident to be killed in WWII
12/7/41 on the deck of the USS Oklahoma

Not 
Forgotten

The Berthiaume & 
Russo Families  

of Spencer

136 Main Street • Spencer 
 508-885-3385 

cormierspencer.com 

Have a safe  
and Happy Memorial Day 

From all of us at

“And I’m proud  
to be an American, 
where at least I 
know I’m free.  
And I won’t forget 
the men who died, 
who gave that right 
to me.”

       ~ Lee Greenwood

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
2021

we can once again celebrate the end of 
summer with the resumption of the
132nd ANNUAL SPENCER FAIR

 and four days of Family Fun! 
Watch for updates on our website  

www.spencerfair.org,  
on our Facebook page,  
and in this newspaper.

SPENCER 
FAIR LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND 
FRI • SAT • SUN • MON

This Memorial Day Weekend, the Spencer Agricultural Association would like to pay 
homage to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.  

May they rest in peace.

In Loving Memory of Norman F. Sampson, 
from his family who are forever grateful  

for all of the wonderful memories  
we shared with him.  

Memorial Day 
Remembrance

Norman F. Sampson
Marine Corps veteran  

of the Korean War 
November 7, 1934 - 

March 20, 2020

Love, Ellen, Heather, 
Scott, Maddie,  

Cammy, and Gavin

A Memorial Day Remembrance

Live Well, 
Laugh Often, 

Love Much

JAMES L. GRIFFIN
Dec. 27, 1948 – July 30, 2018

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~
 Mon–Fri 8:30am–7pm • Fri Until 6pm • Sat Until 4pm

~ SERVICE HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8am–5pm • Sat 8am–Noon

Home of the Free because of the Brave. 
Thank you to all who serve.

Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com
Treat Yourself, It’s Time! We make it Easy!

TRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THONTRADE-A-THON
GOING ON NOW! 

Your Vehicle Is Worth More Now  
Than Ever Before! We Want Your Ride!

MEMORIAL DAY

David P. Durgin
Beloved Husband & Father 

7/16/60 ~ 1/29/16

Not a day goes by 
that we don’t 

miss you.
We forever carry 

you with us…
“in my heart, until in heaven you’re 

back in my arms.”

All our love, Joelyn, Devon,  
Dawson & Dalton
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Free Consultation

Private In-Home Training

Serving Central MA

Stop Problem Behavior Before it Starts 

Modify Undesirable Behavior

Paige’s 
Basic Obedience Training

with MUTUAL RESPECT and TRUST

Paige Smith
Dog Trainer • 508.867.6901

Hello there! My name is Maya and I’m 
on the hunt for a very special home. I 
am a sweet and gentle giant, but other animals just aren’t 
my thing. Because of my size I would do best with kids over 
the age of ten and adults only. A family with large dog breed 
experience would be best. I love to go for walks, and walk 
well with a harness. I do have a sensitive stomach and am 
currently on a prescription GI diet, which will likely be life-
long. I know in the right home my personality will shine, and 
I’ll steal your heart in no time! If you think we’d be a good fit 
please come in and say hello!

We have Cats for adoption too!
Second Chance Animal Services Inc.
East Brookfield, MA• (508) 867-5525

www.secondchanceanimals.org 

Sponsored by Paige’s Basic Obedience Training
Pet of the Week
Name: Maya
Breed: Bullmastiff/ Mix
Sex: Female
Age:  4 years, 4 mo

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Deceased Veterans Of All Wars &  

Memorial Day Event Planners & Cemetery Workers

On this Memorial Day weekend, we’d like to honor all 

who gave their lives for our Country, and to the families 

who sacrificed so much as well. We would also like to 

thank all those in our communities who work so hard to 

bring Memorial Day events to our towns, and our cemetery 

workers who make the grounds look beautiful for Memorial 

Day. God Bless you all this Memorial Day weekend.

— The Spencer New Leader Staff

Hi! Our names are Emily and 
Joanna and we want to be 

adopted together!
Emily and Joanna are friendly 

and sweet sisters of Caucasian 
descent who are looking to be 
adopted together. Emily is a kind, 
humorous, sweet, and helpful girl. 
She enjoys drawing and painting, 
helping her foster parents around 
the house, and swimming. She 
likes lip gloss, nail polish, and “pink 
everything.” Emily’s foster family 
enjoys shopping, watching mov-
ies, and getting their nails painted 
with her. Emily plans on going to 
college after graduating from high 
school.

Joanna is described as outgo-
ing, expressive, helpful and feisty. 
She is quite talkative and likes to 
engage with others. Joanna loves 
to sing, dance, color, work on arts 
& crafts projects, and do gymnas-
tics. When she grows up, Joanna 
would like to be a famous actress.

Legally freed for adoption, Joanna and Emily would thrive in a supportive and 
committed two-parent family or with a single-parent who has a strong support sys-
tem. An ideal family will have no other children or have children older than the girls. 
A family must be comfortable obtaining supportive services and resources in the 
community for the girls, and should be open to maintaining contact with the girls’ 
biological brother.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If you’re at 

least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, you 
may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, 
married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ singles 
and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help connect you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adoption 
Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. The soon-
er you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Emily and Joanna
Age 12 and 14

Registration # 6414 and 6415

Added Spencer Police Chief David 
Darrin, “We are honored to be part of 
the remembrance of Officer Tarentino – 
can’t believe it has been five years.”

Additionally, local officers and first 
responders paid their respects to Officer 
Tarentino by laying wreaths at his 
grave site. 

RIDE
continued from page A1

cle braking) also did not pass.
The intent of the proposed bylaw 

amendments in Article 22 was to estab-
lish an ordinance that would help min-
imize engine noise from trucks trav-
eling through town, officials said. If 
passed, the amendments would have 
imposed a $100 fine for the first offense 
of truckers using compression release 
engine brakes.

To view the complete Annual Town 
Meeting warrant, visit www.leicester-
ma.org. 

ARTICLES
continued from page    A1

Senior Center welcomes new 
programming coordinator

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD – In her 
new role as the Senior Center’s pro-
gramming and outreach coordinator, 
Kathleen Griffin is enjoying her daily 
opportunity to keep seniors engaged 
and connected.

A lifelong resident of North 
Brookfield, Griffin brings an exten-
sive background of volunteering and 
community service to the Council on 
Aging. Over the years, she has been 
involved with the following events, 
committees, and organizations: The 
North Brookfield Helps Holiday Cheer 
Decorating Committee; the School Food 
Pantry; the PTO Craft Fair; the PAC; 
the Elementary School Library; and the 
Playground Committee. 

“We’re so proud to welcome Katie as 
our new program and outreach coor-
dinator. With her impressive record 
of service to our community, I believe 
that she possesses the leadership, skills, 
and networking capabilities vital to suc-

cess in her role, and that she will be 
a great asset to our team,” said North 
Brookfield Council on Aging Director 
Sharon Donovan.

As part of her new role, Griffin leads 
all outreach efforts, event coordination, 
fundraising, and grant management. 
She will rely on her strong community 
experience that includes multiple hon-
ors and awards. 

Recently, she received the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Commission on the Status of Women’s 
Unsung Heroine Award, in addition 
to earning a Governor’s Citation 
from Charlie Baker. She also won 
a Community Dedication Award 
from State Representative Donald 
Berthiaume, as well as a Recognition 
Award for her continued work on 
behalf of North Brookfield students and 
their families.

“I am really excited to be involved 
in reconnecting the North Brookfield 
Senior Center with our community 
after the events over the last year. It’s 
nice to see our seniors come in and 

begin to socialize again, even just for a 
cup of coffee,” Griffin said. “The transi-
tion to my position here at the Senior 
Center has been easy thanks to all of 
the supporters I have. Everyone I have 
come in contact with has been quick to 
give me their suggestions and are eager 
to get the Senior Center opened back up 
one hundred-percent.”

Prior to her Senior Center position in 
North Brookfield, Griffin managed sev-
eral roles at Palmer High School from 
2016-19. These included media special-
ist; AV director; internship program 
leader; job coach; junior class advisor; 
drama director; unified track and field 
coach; GSA advisor; Youth Activation 
Committee advisor; and life skills pro-
gram assistant.   

Griffin also has work experience 
in private home healthcare and care-
taking. Griffin graduated from North 
Brookfield Junior-Senior High School.

Griffin can be reached by calling 
508-867-0220, or by email at coapro-
gramasst@northbrookfie ld .net . 

Christine Lavin  
selected as John Mulhern 

Educator of the Year!
Christine Lavin selected as John 

Mulhern Educator of the Year!
EAST BROOKFIELD — Recently, 

Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District officials were notified 
by the Community Service Committee 
of The American Legion Department 
of Massachusetts that Mrs. Christine 
Lavin was selected as this year›s recipi-
ent of the John Mulkern Educator of the 
Year Award.

 According to Sally Nay, the Service 
Committee Chairperson,  “(We) would 
like to congratulate you on your nomi-
nation and selection as this year’s John 
Mulkern Educator of the Year Award. 
The committee would like to invite you 
to the Massachusetts state convention 
for a presentation of the award.” 

Applicants for the John Mulkern 
Award may be male/female, veteran/
non-veteran, Legionnaire/non-Le-
gionnaire; and the Post that is sub-
mitting a candidate must have a cur-
rent CPR and Post Roster on File for 
their candidate to be considered for 
this award.   Candidates for the John 
Mulkern Educator of the Year Award 

have to meet stringent criteria, which 
include but are not limited to: endorse-
ment from an American Legion Post; 
accomplishments of the individual must 
be over and above his/her usual voca-
tion; consideration will be given to 
someone whose activities in the field of 
education is far in excess of what one 
would expect in that field... to name just 
a few.

“Mrs. Lavin exceeds all of the crite-
ria outlined for this honor. It is so well 
deserved and truly earned...  It goes 
without saying that all of us in the dis-
trict are just so proud of Mrs. Lavin on 
not only her nomination, but her selec-
tion as the John Mulkern Educator of 
the Year.   Moreover, we cannot thank 
our local American Legion officials 
enough for not only endorsing her can-
didacy but supporting her nomination 
throughout the selection process with 
the Community Service Committee!” 
said Superintendent of Schools, Paul 
Haughey.  

The award presentation is slated for 
early June.  
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A family fishing trip
Stripers are in everywhere along 

the coast and in tributaries, and are 
chasing baitfish like porgies and her-
ring. There are a lot of big fish in the 
schools of stripers, but unfortunately, 
they cannot be retained by recreational 
fishermen. Only stripers in the slot size 
of 28 inches and 35 inches are legal to 
keep. This regulation has hurt a lot of 
charter boats, resulting in lost revenue 
from fewer anglers booking reserva-
tions. They are also being hit by the loss 
of mates for their boats because many 
have left to find steady employment 
from other jobs during the pandem-
ic, and they are not coming back. One 
charter boat captain said he has very 
few bookings, because he has lost his 
mates, and hiring new ones is almost 
impossible. 

With Memorial Day weekend only a 
few days away, nutty behavior at the 
boat ramps is sure to be the same as 
in previous years. Boaters need to be 
respectful of other boaters waiting to 
launch their boats, and if someone is 
having a problem launching his or her 
boat, offering to help is often appreci-
ated. Boaters should never back onto 
a boat ramp if they are not ready to 
launch. Getting the boat ready prior 
to launch should always be done prior 
to backing onto the boat ramp! Actual 
launch time should take no more than 
five minutes or less. Be aware that there 
is always someone with an attitude 
waiting to launch their boat. Don’t ruin 
your day and your family’s day by get-
ting into a shouting match or a physical 
fight with him. It is not worth it.  

This past week, my brother and I 
were invited to go on a fishing trip with 
my nephew, Captain Mel True of Fish 

Net Charters! Mel left his high paying 
job at CVS to fulfill his dream of becom-
ing a boat captain. He took a job with 
On The Water Magazine for a short 
time and then made the move to start 
his charter boat business. He never 
looked back, and has become a highly 
respected boat Captain on the North & 
South Shore. He loves to document his 
clients fishing trips, and is well educat-
ed in photography.      

It was a nice crisp morning when 
my brother Ken picked me up at 4:30 
a.m.!  Captain Mel lives in Freetown, 
Mass., which is only an hour’s drive 
to his house. We arrived on time, and 
Mel had his boat and trailer hooked 

up to his pickup 
truck that is well 
painted with his 
name, and spon-
sors of fishing 
tackle. His 25-foot 
boat is powered by 
a Yamaha 350 hp 
motor. Unloading 
the boat only took 

minutes and we were on our way to the 
fishing grounds. It was not long before 
we were traveling close to 40 miles per 
hour, arriving at our first fishing spot 
in less than 30 minutes. As soon as we 
stopped the boat Mel walked up to the 
bow of the boat to place his new elec-
tric motor into the water. The motor 
is programed into his GPS, and auto-
matically holds the boat at the fishing 
hot spot. Although he has an anchor on 
board, it is rarely used because of the 
new motor.  “Technology.”   

As soon as I dropped my jig to the 
bottom, I had a fish on. It was a nice 
seabass and I was ready to place it in 
the cooler. Captain Mel motioned me 
to throw it back! It is a female, and he 
does not like to include them in his 
daily catch. My brother Ken reeled in 
a nice seabass, and was told to toss it 
back. We will be catching much larger 
fish than that Captain Mel stated: “It 
seems as though we are on a catch and 
release fishing trip!” Ken complied to 
the captain’s request! It was constant 
lock and load on seabass and a couple of 

tautog mixed in retaining only a couple 
of fish! “Be patient,” Mel replied, “you 
will catch bigger fish than those you 
threw back.”

Time to move to a new spot! After 
bringing the motor back into the boat, 
we were soon on our way to a new 
spot. Mel wanted to catch a few Scaup 
for a client, so we rigged our lures and 
small pieces of squid onto the hooks. 
The scaup were decent size with some 
extra-large called sea scaup. I have tried 
them, and do not like there taste, but 
many people love them. After filling a 
five-gallon pail with scaup, we rigged 
our rods with jigs. Mel has his own line 
of fishing rods, that make my fishing 
rods look antique. It was not long before 
we started catching seabass and tautog, 
but the jumbo seabass never material-
ized. We were more than happy to catch 
our limit of seabass that were nice size 
and great for the eating. A few nice 
tautog were mixed in but there were so 
many seabass on the bottom feeding, 
the tautog were outnumbered. 

After a few hours of fishing, this writ-
er quit. The captain could see that we 
were fished out, and were ready for the 
trip home. Gosh! I wish I was 20 years 
younger.  

West Hill Dam is taking reservations 
for small parties like birthdays, grad-
uations, anniversaries, etc. To reserve 
your date, you can call Viola at the 
Dam Headquarters. Reservations cost 
$75. A new road is being planned for the 
Harringtons pool area, but until then it 
is nice to see the area being used! 

The Whitinsville Fish & Game club is 
planning an “Italian Night” at the club 
on June19. It is going to be there first in 
house supper since the Pandemic. Be 
sure to get your tickets early. Only 60 
tickets will be available for the in-house 
dining. Another 25 will be sold for to-go 
meals. Check it out on their Web site.

Fresh water fishing has been very 
good for largemouth bass fishing. One 
angler was fishing from his canoe and 
caught numerous largemouth bass and 
calico bass trolling small Rapala plugs. 
Shiners and small surface frogs are also 
catching some impressive fish. 

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Ken True with a nice seabass caught last week in Buzzards Bay.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~
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REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$298,000, 4 Pratt Hill Rd, Michalak, 

Adam K, and Michalak, Bonnie, to 
Cummings, Kristina, and Murray, 
Nicholas.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$550,000, 1 Con Warren Rd, Becker, 

Cynthia L, to Masciarelli, Shawn.
$170,000, 19 E Brookfield Rd, 

Wilmington Svgs Fund Soc, to 
Pereira, Norma.

SPENCER
$378,500, 19 Church St, Scamacca, 

Jeffrey D, to Burgess, Cody, and 
Burgess, David.

$370,000, 177 Northwest Rd, 
Hebert, Gerald D, and Gorrospe, 
Jennifer J, to Contois, Sarah, and 
Blaisdell, Justin.

$365,000, 192 Charlton Rd, Collins, 
Steven K, and Germain, Dian E, to 
Ryder-Stockdale, Benjamin.

$362,200, 2 Gold Nugget Rd, J 
Dubois Contracting LLC, to Hart, 
Joel, and Hart, Michelle.

$345,000, 47 Irving St, JNW Realty 
LLC, to Socorro, Antonio G.

$286,000, 32 Old Farm Rd, Obrien, 
Alex, and Obrien, Natalie, to Jabbar, 
Anmar S, and Mran, Sattar J.

$250,000, 128 Smithville Rd, 
Schultz, Rachel A, and Mccullough, 
Cullen J, to Taylor, Zachary B, and 
Coleman, Jordan E.

$237,000, 185 Ash St, Stumpo, Paul 
R, and Stumpo, Sherry C, to Guertin, 
Andrew R, and Guertin, Tiana M.

$125,000, 18 Elm St, Cook Brothers 
Realty Inc, to Jebola Properties Inc.

WARREN
$321,000, 965 Cronin Rd, 

Dansereau, Tobe, and Dansereau, 
Jennifer, to Lee, Pauline, and Wang, 
Qing P.

$67,000, Cronin Rd, CBA LLC, to 
Comeau, Mathew P.

$51,000, Forest Ave, Coffin, Peter 
G, to Mckusick, Heather, and 
Mckusick, Timothy.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$320,000, 118 E Main St, Dicesare, 

Michael J, to Bradish-Greico, Holly 
L, and Grieco, John.

$245,000, 9 Chapman Ave, Heyn, 
Rachel, to Doucette, Cote.

$60,000, 54 Clearview Dr, Sherman 
Mark L Est, and Hicks, Jeffrey S, to 
Greene, Michael S.

Storytime  
sign-up at  

East Brookfield 
Library 

EAST BROOKFIELD — Join us 
for Pre-school Storytime!   Sessions 
will be held each Thursday from 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Enjoy songs, move-
ment, stories and a craft each week. 

Call the Library at 508-867-7928 to 
sign-up or request more informa-
tion. Sign-up now.  

          

Customers 
can’t find 
you if they 

can’t
 see you

Get seen 
every week 

by thousands 
of people!

Call us today  
to reserve 
your  spot

508.764.4325
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Great Gifts

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Bridal Parties,  
Graduation, Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

FAMILY DINING & GIFT GUIDE

 To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

Visit these fine local establishments for great gifts & 
gift cards, dine-in, take-out & beverages too!

NEW HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 5/28 & Sat, 5/29 (a�er 5pm)

LOBSTER ROLL

Haymaker’s Grille 
152 Main St, Spencer, MA • 774-745-8095

New Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 7am-2pm
Sat & Sun 7am-1pm

Daily Specials • Ice Cream, Desserts, 
Catering • Baked Goods 

Homemade Soup

Breakfast (all day) 
Lunch 

B.Y.O.B.
Check out our menu at
www.haymakersgrille.

com/menu

Haymaker’s GrilleHaymaker’s Grille
NOW OPEN

Call ahead for take-out orders 
 Gift Certificates Available

NOW OPEN
7 DAYS AT 11AM

HOWARD’S 
DRIVE-IN

Since 1947  
 Specializing in Fresh Seafood 

Chicken • Steamers
 Burgers • Dogs • Ice Cream

Rt. 9 West Brookfield • (508) 867-6504 

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

Happy 
Memorial 

Day!
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Hope to see you soon!
1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-5059 (next to Leicester Drive-In)

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

OPEN  
7 DAYS
10AM-9PM

Taco Salad
Desserts: Churros w/cream filling  
or plain ....................................$5.00
Tres Leches Cake ................$3.00 

Tacos  ....................................$2.85 
Burritos  ...............................$9.25
Quesadilla ......................... $11.50
Super Nachos ..................$12.50 
Special plates with rice,  
beans and salad

Ice 

Cream!

Outside Seating Available
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Taco Salad

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 5/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 5/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Function Rooms Available for Any Size Party

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 6/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri. & Sat. 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri. & Sat.  5:00-Close
Sunday Brunch: 10:00-1:00

Spencer Country Inn
Buy 1 Entree 

Get 1 1/2 price
With this ad. Exp 6/30/21 • Dine In Only 

Cannot be used on holidays. 

Take-out Orders Welcome for Lunch & Dinner

Just a few of our regular menu selections...

SUNDAY BRUNCH 10-1pm $15.95 pp 

Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Homefries, Quiche, French Toast, Rice Pilaf, Two Hot Entrees chosen by the 
Chef, (Chicken Pot Pie, Beef Stroganoff, Stir Fry, etc), Vegetable, Hot Roast Beef & Ham carved at 

the Table, Assorted Rolls, Fresh Fruit Platter, Danish Tray, Assorted Desserts, Tossed Salad, Assorted 
Juices, Bloody Mary Punch & Coffee

(plus tax & gratuity)

Function  
Rooms  

for ANY  
size party

Reserve now to celebrate with your Grad or Dad!  
Make great memories at the Spencer Country Inn!

Lunch - Fri. and Sat. 11:30-2:00
Sandwiches (all served w/ chips & pickle)
Choice of Ham, Turkey, or Roast Beef ...... $6.95
Veal Parmesan w/Pasta & Garlic Bread ... $11.95
Hamburger Platter w/ French Fries ............ $7.95
Chicken Parmesan 
with Pasta and Garlic Bread........................ $8.95
Baked Haddock w/ Potato and Vegetable $10.95
Broiled Sirloin Steak 
with Potato and vegetable ......................... $10.95

Dinner - Fri. and Sat. 5:00-Close; 
All Dinner entrees served with salad, potato, & vegetable

Duck au Grand Marnier. ..................... $20.95
Prime Rib - Choice Cut - Fridays & Saturdays 

Queen $18.95; King $21.95
Broiled Fresh Swordfish ..................... $17.95
Surf & Turf. .......Petite filet and three stuffed 
jumbo shrimp. ..................................... $21.95
Shrimp Scampi .................................... $18.95
Salmon-Baked, Broiled or Cajun ........ $19.95

FISH & CHIPS TO GO FRIDAYS...................$12.95

Gift 
Certificates

Reservations Accepted. Nightly Dinner Specials

Est. 1989

508-885-3995
148 Main St. (Rte. 9) Spencer 

HOURS: Thurs, Fri & Sat 3-8

Call to order • Menu will be posted on  
www.chefsau.com

NOW OPEN 
TAKE-OUT ONLY

Authentic & Delicious  
Asian Cuisine.

- Limited Menu -

Gift Certificates
Contact Your Sales  

Representative Today.
508-764-4325

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — 
It is with great pleasure that Southern 
New Hampshire University (SNHU) 
congratulates the following students 
on being named to the Winter 2021 
President’s List. The winter term runs 
from January to May.

Full-time students who have earned a 
minimum grade-point average of 3.700 
and above are named to the President’s 
List. Full-time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; undergraduate day 
students must earn 12 credits in fall or 
spring semester, and online students 
must earn 12 credits in either EW1 & 
EW2, EW3 & EW4, or EW5 & EW6.

Lindsey Bernard of Uxbridge 
Vanessa Marcolivio of Uxbridge 
Michael Whitney of Uxbridge 
Chelsea Krasnecky of Charlton 
Emily Roberts of Uxbridge 
Armando Gemei of Charlton 

Sal Ante of Uxbridge 
Amanda DeBartolomeis of Charlton 
Frankie Nieves of Uxbridge 
Samantha Frawley of Charlton 
Southern New Hampshire 

University (SNHU) is a private, non-
profit institution with an 88-year his-
tory of educating traditional-aged stu-
dents and working adults. Now serving 
more than 150,000 learners worldwide, 
SNHU offers approximately 200 accred-
ited undergraduate, graduate and certif-
icate programs, available online and on 
its 300-acre campus in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as the «Most Innovative» 
regional university by U.S. News 
& World Report and one of the fast-
est-growing universities in the country, 
SNHU is committed to expanding access 
to high quality, affordable pathways 
that meet the needs of each learner. 
Learn more at www.snhu.edu.

M A N C H E S T E R , 
New Hampshire — It 
is with great pleasure 
that Southern New 
Hampshire University 
(SNHU) congratulates 
the following students 
on being named to the 
Winter 2021 Dean’s List. 
The winter term runs 
from January to May.

Full-time students who 
have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 
3.500 to 3.699 are named 
to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by 
earning 12 credits; under-
graduate day students 
must earn 12 credits in 

fall or spring semester, 
and online students must 
earn 12 credits in either 
EW1 & EW2, EW3 & EW4, 
or EW5 & EW6.

Ryan Paul of Uxbridge 
Amanda Geer of 

Uxbridge 
Elizabeth Wood of 

Uxbridge
S o u t h e r n 

New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) is a 
private, nonprofit insti-
tution with an 88-year 
history of educating tra-
ditional-aged students 
and working adults. Now 
serving more than 150,000 
learners worldwide, 

SNHU offers approxi-
mately 200 accredited 
undergraduate, gradu-
ate and certificate pro-
grams, available online 
and on its 300-acre cam-
pus in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as the «Most 
Innovative» regional uni-
versity by U.S. News & 
World Report and one of 
the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, 
SNHU is committed to 
expanding access to high 
quality, affordable path-
ways that meet the needs 
of each learner. Learn 
more at www.snhu.edu.

SNHU announces 
Winter President’s List

SNHU announces 
Winter Dean’s List

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses!

Great Finds – Great Bargains 
“Something for Everyone!”

Low, Low Prices, Home Décor, Housewares, 
Toys, Clothes, Furniture & More!

D ON A TI ON S  W E L COM E
Please contact the Parish Office at 508-859-8083 

or Donna Jyringi at 774-262-5219

STORE HOURS:
TUES  5pm – 7pm • WED 9am – NOON

THURS 2pm – 5pm • SAT 9am-1pm

759 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524

    &  
F urniture 

A nnex

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 5/24/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

100’s of beautiful unique hangers,  
tropicals & patio pots  

• Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens 
• Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens   

• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry 
Bushes • Succulents

Celebrating 
43 years

Full Landscaping 

Services Available 

Gift Certificates Available

Look for our 
Memorial Day Weekend 

In-House Specials!

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse ~ A Real Destination!

100’s of beautiful unique hangers, tropicals & patio pots  
Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens  • Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens  

Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry Bushes • Succulents
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICES AVAILABLE  

annuals, perennials, 
trees & shrubs

508.867.2218  lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Celebrating 
43 years

Come sit by the pond 
 and view the pond life.Trees and bushes galore!

Walk the property to enjoy 
our relaxing waterfall.

Our 12 greenhouses are filled to the brim 
with beautiful hangers, tomatoes,  

vegetables, annuals, and perennials.
Great selection of beautiful tropical plants,  

Mandevillas, Dipladenias, Hibiscus, Gardenias & More

Memorial Day  
Planting Headquarters

OPEN 8-6 DAILY Gift  Certificates Available

“We’re Always Growing…”

Look for our 
Memorial Day Weekend 

In-House Specials!

 

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grilling 
Season Is Here

Crooked Creek Farm

2lb NY Sirloin
2lb Ground Beef
2lb Country Ribs

$5800
($68.00 value)

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

ShopShop

We’re here to service all of your  
heat transfer and embroidery needs,  

jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

SIGN UP AHEAD TO SECURE YOUR SPOT 

$10 Per Class

Qi Flow 
with Mark Sampieri 

in our

Gathering Room
Fridays 6pm - 6:45pm

Sundays 9:30am -10:15am

4:30pm - 5:15pm

85 MAIN STREET• WARE, MA

1-413-858-5172

TalkOfTheTownWareMa@gmail.com

Avon, Chalk Couture,
Common Scents, Crafts by Mrs. Faz, Friends by 

Design, Java Momma, Kids Coasters, Pampered 
Chef, Peach Lab Boutique, Snowycrafty Creations, 

Tupperware… and more!

Elsie G’s 
Creations & More

774-530-6525
65 Southbridge St., #104 • Auburn, MA
Hours: Tues-Fri 10am-7pm; Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

Your Craft Fair 
Year Round Store

CRAFT FAIR IN OUR PARKING 
LOT AND INSIDE THE STORE 
Sat. June 5 • 9am-3pm 

Stop by and be amazed!

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Tips to Keep Cool (naturally)! 
The warm weather season is finally 

here, but the anticipation of a long, hot 
summer, prompts strategies to keep cool 
and comfortable throughout the upcom-
ing months.  Before you run out to buy 
a new air conditioner, read on. The fol-
lowing tips are environmental friendly 
ways to keep your cool this season.
***

Plant a Tree: Trees are not only 
attractive, they provide valuable 
shading and cooling. For quickest 
results, opt for quick growing vari-
eties. According to expert landscap-
ers, just three trees, properly placed 
around a house, can save between 
$100 and $250 annually in cooling and 
heating costs! Need more convincing? 
Consider this fact: Daytime air tem-
peratures can be three to nine degrees 
cooler in tree-shaded neighborhoods.
***

Fine Vines: Vines also keep your 
house naturally cool. Grown on trel-
lises, vines such as ivy or grapevines 
can shade windows or the whole 
side of a house. The dark and coarse 
leaves also absorb solar radiation.
***

Concrete Heat: Planning to landscape? 
Avoid landscaping with lots of unshaded 
rock, cement, or asphalt on the south or 
west sides because it increases the tem-
perature around the house and radiates 
heat to the house after the sun has set
***

Shady Deal: 
Shading is a valuable 
weapon in the bat-
tle against the heat 
of the summer sun. 
Shading that blocks 
summertime sun 
on the east, south 
and west sides of a 
house, but not cool 
breezes, is an effec-
tive way to keep your house cooler. 
Planting shade trees, especially on the 
west and south sides of your house can 
improve comfort and increase coolness.
***

Instant Shade: Erect awnings, porch-
es, or trellises on east, south and west 
sides of a building. This reduces solar 
heat penetration through walls and 
windows, keeping things cool. Note: 
Maintaining a gap between the top of a 
solid surface awning and the side of your 
house helps vent accumulated heat.
***

Did You Know? A home’s inside 
temperature can rise as much as 
20° F or more if the east and west 
windows and walls are not shaded.
***

The Grass is Greener: Grass is a great 
natural coolant, and the more lawn you 
have, the greater the cooling benefit. On 
a hot summer day, grass can be up to 14 
degrees cooler than exposed soil, and 
as much as 30 degrees cooler than con-

crete or asphalt! According 
to experts, the front lawns 
of a block of eight average 
houses have the cooling 
effect of about 70 tons of air 
conditioning! That’s enough 
to cool 16 average homes.
*** 

If you use an air condi-
tioner, make sure you’re 
using it to its full advan-

tage. Here are some top tips for opti-
mal operation of your cooling unit:
* Did you know an air conditioning unit 
operating in the shade uses less electric-
ity than one in the sun? Plant trees or 
shrubs to shade air conditioning units, 
but be sure not to block the airflow.
* To boost efficiency, use a fan with 
your window air conditioner to circu-
late the cool air throughout the home.
* Never place lamps or TVs near your 
air conditioning thermostat. The 
heat from these appliances will cause 
the air conditioner to run longer.
* Be sure to add insulation around 
air conditioning ducts when they 
are located in unconditioned spac-
es such as attics, crawl spaces, and 
garages. Also, check to see that your 
fireplace damper is tightly closed.
* If your air conditioner is old, the new 
energy efficient models can save you up 
to 50% on your cooling bills. Make sure

**

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renowned restaurant, locat-
ed on Route 131 across the town com-
mon in historic Sturbridge. Because 
I’m in the business of dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your best 
helpful hints!

Please note the contest had been sus-
pended due to COVID restrictions for 
seating in restaurants.  It is expected to 
start up again in June. All entries have 
been collected and will be entered into 
an upcoming drawing.

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com. 
Hints are entered into a drawing for 
dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT
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UNITY
BY JUDY PAS, WEST BROOKFIELD

There is no you no me 
only we

 No one man better 
than the other

 As each flower differs in 
the sight 

of  man 
 yet all are called flowers
 So are we all the same in 
God’s eyes

The dueling hummers I 
saw three

fighting right in front of  
me

Why oh why do they do 
that

The feeder has three seats 
enough for each of  them 

to eat
the sweet water they 

won’t share
so no one eats
It isn’t fair

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
IT’S ALRIGHT

BY JUDY PAS, WEST BROOKFIELD

It’s alright to forget
and every once in a while 

I do
why even little children 

can forget
and once in a while don’t 

you
Give it to God and go on 

with your day we’re not per-
fected as yet 

we still can forget
and once in a while I do 
Don’t you

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

THE CROSS
BY JUDY PAS, WEST BROOKFIELD

Down from the cross You 
look at me

You gaze into my eyes
my heart and soul laid 

bare before thee
I hide my face in sorrow
my heart begins to sing 
I AM LOVED

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

BUCKETIN’ DOWN
BY RICHARD TRAUSCHKE, 

 WEST BROOKFIELD, MA

We’ve all been caught in 
downpours; 

when we forget to bring 
our umbrellas;

 we didn’t know what 
bucketin’ was 

and nobody bothered to 
tell us.

Umbrellas won’t help you; 
with that kind of  deluge; 
and bucketin’ is all ‘bout 

wettin’ you thru, 
so indoors is about the 

only refuge.

So, if  you venture out on a 
cloudy morn; 

and it looks like rain is a 
coming notion 

prepare for the worse, in a 
rainstorm; 

I’m talking bucketing’ 
down, like an ocean.

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

WHY RUSH
BY RICHARD TRAUSCHKE, W 

EST BROOKFIELD, MA

Don’t we ever get tired of  
waiting?

What happened to “quick 
as a wink”?

Seems like we wait for 
everything.

Except maybe the kitchen 
sink!

Waiting for sunshine, 
waiting for rain, 
waiting for the bus, 
waiting for the train.

Waiting for dinner, 
waiting for dessert, 
waiting for a hug, 
waiting to flirt.

Waiting to bathe, 
waiting to brush, 
waiting to take my time, 
waiting to rush.

Seems I wait my whole 
life through 

even for things worth 
waiting for; 

so guess I shouldn’t com-
plain.  Would you? 

If  you knew somethin’ 
nice was in store?

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

THE PAST IS TODAY
BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

As a child, 
I never thought 
you’d leave me.
But as a teen, 
you passed 
from my world.
I was devastated
That was years ago, 
and now, the 
past is today.
On this date 
45 years ago, 
my life 
was forever changed.
I still miss you.
I think of  you daily.
You departed too young, 
as was I.
Too young to 
lose my dear mother.

So today,
I shed a tear 
for my loss.
I smile for
my cherished memories,
and my heart 
skips a beat 
when I look 
at the calendar. 
The past 
is today.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

OWN TODAY
BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

You have to 
own today, 
for it is 
all you have.
Yesterday is 
called the past 
for a reason.
It has passed 
you over.
There is no 
guarantee that  
tomorrow will arrive.
It is elusive, 
and you may 
not have it. 
Own today,
Be the best 
you can be
 in all ways.
Care, listen,
 and love to 
all you encounter.
This is what 
is important
It is people,
 so, own today, 
holding fast to 
every minute of  it.
You owe it 
to yourself  
and others to 
own today.

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

38 YEARS
BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

For 38 years 
we’ve traversed 
thru life together.
Down in the valleys 
and up to the mountain 

tops.
It hasn’t always 
been easy.
There’s been 
pain and sorrow, 
silence and jabs.
We always 
would overcome 
them tho.
For our lives 
have always been 
filled with a 
deep, engrained love.
The kind of  
love shared 
only by soulmates.
There’s never been 
any doubt 
that fate 
brought us together 
for that,
I am truly grateful.
You were my first 
and will be my last 
great love of  my life.
38 years 
is a lifetime. 
A journey called “us.”
Happy Anniversary 
my dear Babe.

Visit us on-line lamoureuxford.com or call 508-885-1000

WE WANT YOUR RIDE! TRADE -UP!

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield 
Please wear a face mask or covering inside the Dealership in Sales or in Service. Thank you.

SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 8:30-6; Sat-2 | SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-noon.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

2021 FORD BRONCO  
SPORT BASE

SUV 1-3 CYL, ONLY 370 MILES

$27,999

The Write Stuff
All Ages Welcome! Open topics. 

Please share your creative writing and thoughts with us! 

Thank you to our writers this month and to  
LAMOUREUX FORD for sponsoring this special section each month!

THE NEXT WRITE STUFF WILL BE PUBLISHED ON JUNE 25
TOPIC OF YOUR CHOICE

Deadline by email is Friday, June 18; by mail please send by Wed. June 9.
The Write Stuff, P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. Thank you!

SINCE 2001

Last Write Stuff for the Season is on June 25

Tips for raised bed 
and elevated gardening success

Raised beds and elevated gardens pro-
vide easier access to gardens and can 
increase space available for growing 
vegetables and flowers. You will enjoy 
convenience and easy access when 
including one or more in your land-
scape or on your patio, deck, or balcony.  

Providing proper care for these ele-
vated planting spaces will ensure the 
biggest possible harvest and a grow-
ing season filled with beautiful flowers. 
Adapting planting strategies and care 
to fit the needs of these unique growing 
spaces can help reduce maintenance. 

It starts with creating and maintain-
ing a healthy growing foundation. Fill 
your raised beds with a quality planting 
mix composed mostly of topsoil and 
compost. Or create your own planting 
mix with lasagna and Hugelkultur tech-
niques.  These methods allow you to 
convert plant trimmings, compost, and 
a minimal amount of soil into a quality 
planting mix. 

Elevated gardens are basically con-
tainers on legs and usually filled with 
a quality, soilless planting mix. The 
lighter weight makes it much more 
suitable for this type of gardening. Look 
for a product that provides drainage 
yet retains moisture. Both features are 
important when gardening in smaller 
volumes of soil. 

Make sure you have easy access to 
water and your gardens have means for 
excess water to drain. The limited soil 
mass and increased exposure to wind, 
heat and sunlight make planting mixes 
dry out more quickly than in-ground 
beds. Always water thoroughly to 
encourage deep, more drought tolerant 

roots. 
Extend the time between watering 

by as much as 25% with the help of a 
sustainable, organic product like Wild 
Valley Farms’ wool pellets (wildval-
leyfarms.com). Made from wool waste, 
these pellets absorb and retain mois-
ture releasing it when needed by the 
plants.

Purchase an elevated garden with 
wheels or add casters to the legs if you 
need to move your garden out of the 
way for entertaining. Take advantage 
of the added mobility to move your 
planter into the sun or shade as needed 
throughout the season.

Employ space saving techniques to 
maximize your gardens productivity. 
Space plants just far enough apart to 
reach their mature size. Plant quick-ma-
turing vegetables like radishes, lettuce 
and beets between tomatoes, peppers 
and other vegetables that take longer 
to reach full size and start producing. 
You will be harvesting the short season 
vegetables just as the bigger plants need 
the space. 

Look for compact flower and vege-
table varieties that allow you to make 
the most of every square inch of these 
gardens. All-America Selections win-
ner Patio Choice Yellow Cherry toma-
to produces up to 100 tomatoes on an 
eighteen-inch plant. Mascotte compact 
bush bean and Patio Pride peas are big 
producers suited to these and small 
space gardens.

Extend your enjoyment and harvest 
with succession plantings. Fill vacant 
spaces left once a row or block of vege-
tables are harvested.  Freshen up orna-
mental plantings by replacing weather 

worn flowers with healthy new selec-
tions. Add more planting mix along 
with wool pellets if needed. 

Train vining plants onto trellises or 
other supports to save space and reduce 
the risk of disease. Dress them up by 
allowing trailing herbs and flowers to 
cascade over the edge of these planting 
beds. 

Increasing growing success and 
reducing maintenance will make raised 
beds and elevated gardens a practical 
and productive addition to your garden-
ing endeavors.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”DVD series and the nation-
ally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Wild Valley Farms for 
her expertise to write this article. Myers’ 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Melinda Myers

Get the most out of your elevated garden by spacing plants just far enough apart to reach 
their mature size.
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To the Editor:
A big thank you to Scout Troop 201 

201 for helping to clean up parts of The 
Pine Grove Cemetery on May 8!

Another thank you to the voters who 
approved the question on the ballot 
regarding the Town of Spencer accept-
ing the cemetery as a gift and to take 
over the maintenance and financial 
support. It will take time to complete 
this process. Please know that the 
Board of Directors of the Pine Grove 
Cemetery will continue to be in charge 

until all details can be worked out.
Memorial Day is coming! Please 

consider sprucing up your loved one’s 
grave soon!

Thank you,

D. LYN STEVENS,
SECRETARY/TREASURER
PINE GROVE CEMETERY 

CORPORATION
SPENCER

A big thank you

To the Editor:
When Brookfield holds its annual 

town meeting June 11 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Tantasqua Regional High School, the 
voters will have the opportunity to 
reconsider the creation of a position for 
town administrator. With sparse atten-
dance, a special town meeting last fall in 
2020 approved adding an administrator 
to the town’s payroll.

Creating that position is a big step for 
a small town with only 3,390 residents. 
Towns with that size population in the 
Commonwealth generally don’t have a 
town manager or administrator, as it’s 
hard to justify the expense. In fact, you’ll 
hardly find another town the size of 
Brookfield in the Commonwealth with 
such a position.

As currently envisioned, the town 
administrator would receive an annu-
al salary of $75,000. But that’s not the 
entire cost to the town.  As with all 
town salaries, benefits are not included 
in the job allocation on the warrant. 
That’s because benefits are a separate 
line item voted on at the town meeting. 
In addition to benefits, most administra-
tors have an expense account, as they 
often have to travel outside the town for 
meetings, yet the position does not have 
expenses allotted to it. 

For a town like Brookfield with no 
industrial or commercial tax base, the 
administrator’s position will just add 
onto the tax burden for town residents. 
Residents in town haven’t had a break 
on taxes for years because the town 
government has struggled with keep-

ing expenses in line for years. The tax 
rate is $17.99, which is well above the 
median rate of $15.48 in the state of 
Massachusetts. Adding an administra-
tor’s salary at this time will only add 
to the tax burden when the town is 
considering the purchase of a new fire 
truck and a building for an addition to 
the library, all items on the annual town 
meeting warrant.

Although proponents have said that 
administrator will make town govern-
ment more efficient, that won’t happen. 
Efficiency would result in the town pro-
viding the same or more services at a 
lower cost. The administrator will not 
deal with the root cause of the town’s 
high costs — the unwillingness of the 
selectmen to hold the line on taxes or 
stand up to special interests. An admin-
istrator will not be in a position to make 
a difference as the person in that posi-
tion only carries out the wishes and 
policies of the selectmen. In fact, the 
only beneficiary of a town administrator 
are the selectmen, who shouldn’t have 
run for the office if they don’t want to 
do the job.

The vote on having a town adminis-
trator puts Brookfield at a crossroads. 
And that’s why it’s important for all 
Brookfield taxpayers to make time in 
their busy lives to attend the annual 
town meeting. 

Yours,

JAMES COOKE
BROOKFIELD

Brookfield is at a crossroads

To the Editor:
I don’t generally start a letter with 

the last line of my previous letter, but 
reading the comments from Jim Reid, 
I reiterate the words of Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan — “You are entitled 
to your own opinion, but not your own 
facts.”

On the company bulletin board, the 
following was posted: “The officers 
had an excellent softball season, hav-
ing come in second. The Enlisted men 
came in next to last having won only 
one game.” This might give you the 
impression that the officers had a great 
team, but no mention was made of 
the quality of the other teams in their 
league.  You would assume that the 
enlisted men had a particularly poor 
team, having only won one game. To 
quote the great Paul Harvey, the rest of 
the story is that it is a one game season 
against each other. My point being, 
without all the facts, opinions may not 
reflect reality, and while the post was 
factual, the whole story might well 
impact your opinion.

The consequences of insufficient 

investigation are not severe, but rather 
humorous in this instance, but imag-
ine a world where evidence of bamboo 
content in paper, is given a   signifi-
cance that there is no reinforcement 
for.  In an age where recycling is com-
mon, making no reference to who buys 
the paper for ballots, from where? does 
it matter, leaves way too many unan-
swered questions for conclusions.   

After releasing voting machines to 
the Cyber Ninja’s, a company owned 
by a QAnon conspiracy theorist, it will 
now require new voting machines to 
replace these, after God knows what , 
has been done to or with them.

I realize that our constitution, 
charges states with the responsibility 
to manage their own election process, 
but considering, that after a couple 
hundred years of doing so, it now will 
require several hundred bills and rule 
changes, many of which are suspect 
in their scope, to continue doing so.  
In my view, it is time to enact univer-
sal rules for any national election. A 
democracy, that does not have the faith 
and confidence of its people, cannot 

long survive, and going through these 
clown shows after every election, must 
end. Who is to blame when an election 
tally and two recounts are not enough?

While Brother Kane has some inter-
esting thoughts about education, as 
world travelers, my wife and I find 
the fact that the US school system still 
caters to and age, where kids needed 
summers to work the fields or help 
with harvests. Except for the three R’s, 
which are necessary fundamentals, 
many societies determine abilities, 
special aptitudes, and design their edu-
cation systems accordingly. I felt bad 
for a young Chinese guide, who grew 
up in a family of musicians, and loved 
it, but because of her language aptitude 
and skills, was trained as a guide, and 
translator.  She was literally amazed 
to hear the variety of different careers, 
that we had been working in, over the 
years, because, once you get sorted 
there, that is your one path.

On the topic of globalism, China 
already is a world power.  If their 

Truth or consequences

To the Editor:
An entrance sign to one of our coun-

try’s military cemeteries reads, “The 
price of freedom is visible here.” As we 
listen to the quietness of these sacred 
grounds, thoughts and emotions sud-
denly become very clear.

It’s a must behavior for us to under-
stand and appreciate what these mil-
itary men and women did for us, so 
we can live our lives with family and 
friends in peace and harmony without 
any fear.

When arriving at a military cemetery 
and you see our majestic American flag 
made up of stars and stripes, with colors 
of red, white and blue. It’s a welcome 
sign for all visitors from those who gave 
us the freedom we now enjoy, and all 
they ask from us is a prayer or two.

Because of their service and actions 
these great warriors performed, we are 
now living in the “Home of the free 
because of the brave.”

Viewing these magnificent mani-
cured grounds, we see granite or marble 
headstones. These are the markers of 
our heroes’ graves.

When they volunteered or were called 
by their draft board to serve us and our 
nation, each one of them knew their 
roles, tasks and mission, regardless of 

the dangers or duration.
At Christmas time, green wreaths are 

placed in front of each grave. They are 
symbols of honor, respect and victory.

We should always remember that 
each wreath is tied with a red bow, and 
this symbol stands for all Eternity.

The forest scent from the wreath 
means purity. And the evergreens mean 
endurance and longevity.

Looking at each headstone, round at 
the top, all the same size, all the same 
shape, including an American flag cre-
ating a picture of perfection; they appear 
to be standing at attention, prepared for 
the next instruction, even an inspection.

Each monument seen bright and 
clear, row by row, as if ready for the 
next command, knowing someday all of 
us will be together in His hands.

These headstones inscribed with a 
name – branch of service — rank — and 
dates, allow us to reflect a feeling of 
pride knowing they served all 50 states. 

Our four freedoms of Speech, Worship, 
Want and Fear are preserved because 
each person stationed here made the 
decision to serve.

DONALD GAUDETTE, SR.
SOUTH HADLEY

FORMERLY OF SPENCER

A United States military cemetery — our 
heroes lie here

EDITORIAL

“Rest is not idleness, and to lie some-
times on the grass under trees on a sum-
mer’s day, listening to the murmur of the 
water, or watching the clouds float across 
the sky, is by no means a waste of time.” 

 John Lubbock, “The Use Of Life”

Summer is here. Well, pretty much. 
We think the threat of another snow-
storm is beyond us. As we write this, the 
high will be 80, the windows are open, 
and a warm breeze is hanging about the 
room with a slight scent of lilac. The 
trees are a bright green, with the sound 
of birds singing, the sky is blue and well, 
the day couldn’t be more perfect. 

A day like today has us thinking about 
the summer months ahead, and what 
they will look like. Certainly, work will 
remain busy, but the days are longer, 
affording us more time to do the things 
we love, and the warmer weather tends 
to relax us all. 

We spoke with a few members of our 
staff who shared their favorite things 
about summer. The list varies, which is 
a nod to our versatility. 

One of our Sports writers is looking 
forward to a trip to Tokyo for the 2021 
Summer Olympics. This trek will be his 
third time going, to include the Winter 
Olympics as well. No foreign spectators 
are permitted, so the vibe won’t be quite 
the same, albeit historic. 

He noted, “The Olympics are the best 
athletic event there is. Watching elite 
athletes compete at the highest level is 
amazing. On TV is great, but in person 
is even more incredible.”  

When asked what his most antic-
ipated event to watch is, he replied, 
“Swimming.” 

Our Editor will take advantage of the 
beauty at local lakes and reading books 
on the balcony of his new condo. Of 
course, the perfect summer for him is 
not complete without something to do 
with film. 

“I’m looking forward to going to the 
drive in. I’m not quite ready to sit in a 
theatre for two hours and the fact that 
the drive in near my home is vintage 
makes it even better. I’m all about the 
vintage!” he exclaimed. 

It’s true — there isn’t a movie triv-
ia question from any decade he won’t 
answer correctly. 

One of our reporters, who also doubles 
as an artist, is looking forward to travel, 
gardening and landscaping. 

“Home renovations and event plan-
ning will take priority, but I’m looking 
forward to doing some art installations 
as well,” she said.

When asked about home renovations, 
we needed to clarify whether it was to 
her home, or to her chicken coop that 
looks like the Beverly Hills Wilshire for 
birds. 

Another of our writers will be looking 
forward to climbing as many mountains 
as possible, the more remote the bet-
ter. Being outside deep into the woods 
is where it’s at. It’s such a grounding, 
refreshing activity especially on a 
scorcher of a day when a flowing river 
is close by. 

Summertime 
dreams

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

529 plans: 
More versatile 
than ever

If you have children or grandchildren, 
you may already be somewhat familiar 
with the 529 plan, a popular education 
savings vehicle. But you may not have 
kept up with some recent changes in the 
plan’s capabilities and in the education-
al environment in which the plan might 
be used.

Let’s start with the learning environ-
ment. During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
colleges and universities switched to 
online classes, or at least to a hybrid of 
in-person and online. And even before 
the pandemic, many schools offered 
remote classes, though obviously not 
to the same extent. But after COVID-
19 subsides, it’s likely that the online 
component will remain an important 
part of higher education. What does this 
“new world” mean for you, when you’re 
saving for college? Will a 529 plan still be 
relevant? 

In a word, yes. First of all, a 529 plan can 
offer tax advantages. Earnings in a 529 
plan are federally tax-free, provided the 
money is used for qualified educational 
expenses. And if you invest in your own 
state’s 529 plan, your contributions may 
be tax deductible. (Withdrawals used for 
expenses other than qualified education 
expenses may be subject to federal and 
state taxes as well as a 10 percent penal-
ty.) Because tax issues for 529 plans can 
be complex, you’ll want to consult with 
your tax advisor before investing.  

Online learning costs are eligible for 
a 529 plan’s tax benefits just as much as 
those incurred from in-person classes. 
Tuition, textbooks, supplies, computers 
and services – all of these should qualify, 
assuming the school meets certain cri-
teria. Also, students enrolled half-time 
or more don’t have to live in a dorm for 
room and board expenses to be covered 
by a 529 plan – they can live in off-cam-
pus housing. However, these room-and-
board costs typically must equal the cost 
of living on campus. Some schools iden-
tify a specific cost for “commuters” or 
“at-home students,” so you will need to 
contact the college directly to determine 
qualified room-and-board costs.

Now, let’s take a quick look at what 
some changes in the rules governing 
529 plans over the past few years might 
mean for you. Eligible expenses from 
your 529 plan include the following:  

K-12 expenses – Parents can withdraw 
up to $10,000 per student, per year, from 
their 529 plan to pay for tuition expenses 
at elementary and secondary schools. 
So, if you intend to send your children 
to a private school, this use of a 529 plan 
might interest you. 

Apprenticeships – 529 plans can be 
used to pay for fees, textbooks, equip-
ment and other supplies connected to 
apprenticeship programs registered 
with the Department of Labor. These 
programs, typically offered at a commu-
nity college, combine classroom instruc-
tion with on-the-job training.

Student loans – Families can with-
draw funds from a 529 plan to repay the 
principal and interest for qualified edu-
cation loans, including federal and most 
private student loans. There’s a lifetime 
limit of $10,000 for student loan repay-
ments per each 529 plan beneficiary and 
another $10,000 for each of the beneficia-
ry’s siblings.

All of these newer uses of 529 plans 
may contain additional guidelines and 
exceptions, and state tax treatment var-
ies, so you’ll want to consult with your 
tax advisor before taking money from 
your account. But it’s valuable for you 
to know the different ways you can put a 
529 plan to work. 

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Turn To KIMBALL page     A9

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!
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own interests alone , would not have 
put them there, seeing our automotive 
industry, brought to a complete halt, 
awaiting Chinese parts, because our 
greed has gone all in for cheaper and 
more profitable, and can now barely 
compete. On a related note, the USA 
claims to have completed our impe-
rialist expansion, displacing natives, 
seizing or buying territory. Other coun-
tries, like China and the USSR, have 
seen contraction. For us to be surprised 
that they want to reclaim some of it, or 
arm themselves because there is a fick-
le and somewhat, unpredictable super-
power, who devotes a third of its budget 
on military spending, which is more 
than the next ten highest spenders, 
which has launched unwinnable wars 
and confrontations with regularity.

While I am thrilled to contemplate 
an end to mask wearing, I will be livid 
when we have not achieved adequate 
vaccination, to not see a complete 
herd immunity, so have invited some 
new covid variation to put us back on 
Groundhog Day come fall. I wish I could 
count on unmasked people being vacci-
nated, when that becomes the guideline. 
Sorry, I have too clear a concept of what 
some conceive as freedom, making sure 
we don’t get some.

Many of the house passed bills, rep-
resent benefits to the populace. Isn’t it 

about time to do something most of us 
want?  McConnell and his multimillion-
aire wife don’t want to pay, so lie about 
a deficit, because Dems want half of the 
Trump tax cuts for millionaires back to 
pay for it.

Remember the commercial about 
having Mikey try the cereal, because he 
hates everything. If that works for you, 
I know a whole party dedicated to that 
proposition. They don’t even represent 
their own people anymore. I hope they 
face consequences.

KEN KIMBALL 
BROOKFIELD

KIMBALL
continued from page    A8

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
I had a dream last night. I had died 

and gone to heaven. When I got there, 
there was a BLM protest going on out-
side the pearly gates. I asked St. Peter 
what was going on. He said that the 
Democrats and BLM were claiming 
that God and all those in Heaven were 
white supremacists. I asked why. He 
said because they wore white robes 
and believed “All Lives Matter.” Then 
Jesus came forth to me and said, “The 
evil of power and greed has filled their 
souls.” They worship the false doc-
trines of Equity and Racial Justice. 
They are told by these false teachings 
to view their existence based on their 
warped perceptions of race. They are 
instructed by their masters to label 
and judge others on how they want to 
see you instead of how you really are. 
We this he turned to the holy father 
and said, “Do not forgive them father, 
for they do know what they do!” I was 
then bathed in a white light and robe. 
A sense of peace, love, and tranquility 
filled my soul as I entered the Kingdom. 
I was greeted and welcomed by friends 
like Abraham, Martin Luther, Herman 
Caine. I believe this dream was a holy 
revelation to us all. It is our holy duty 
to shout out loud and proud whenever 
confronted by the forces of racism “All 
Lives Matter”. This my friends is the 
key to the kingdom of Heaven, Amen. 

I wonder how those of the Jewish 
faith who voted for Biden feel now. 
They see his fake image of “unity” was 
a smokescreen to cover the progressive 
socialist ideology fueled by antisemi-
tism. These fools who voted for Biden 
are just as responsible as Hamas is 
for the 3,000 rockets raining down on 
Israel. By voting for this puppet, they 
have allowed the antisemitic policies 
of Talib and Omar to be the hallmark 
of his administration resulting in the 
destruction and killing of innocent 
children and women in the renewed 
conflict. Unlike the deaths caused by 
the China virus, these deaths caused 
by this war are truly “Unnecessary 
Deaths.”  Maybe the crazy Covid guy 
Har will be a “global citizen” and go 
there to help. I doubt it. You see when 
Trump was in office, he had shut off 
the funding to Hamas. His sanctions on 
Iran stopped the other source of their 
funding and had effectively stopped the 
terror. Peace in the Mideast was in 
view with Jared Kushner working out 
the details. However, Hamas was told 
by those backing Biden to “stand back 
and stand by.” They had a plan to steal 
the election and remove Trump.  With 
the help of the many liberal voters and 
backers in the media, this came true. 
Many of the most vocal Biden support-
ers were of the Jewish faith. Blind fol-

lowers duped by a smiling Biden. Now 
with Trump gone, Biden has opened 
the funding to support Hamas. He has 
relaxed sanctions on Iran. Both groups 
know that they have the backing from 
Talib, Omar, and AOC. These three 
should be registered as foreign agents 
for Hamas and Iran.  The people of 
Israel were sold out by many of their 
Jewish brethren in the America for 
a few pieces of gold, called a stimu-
lus check. Those locally that voted for 
Biden are the equivalent of a mod-
ern-day Judas. They are willing to sac-
rifice the life and freedom of others so 
they can get easy money from the Biden 
infrastructure raid on our treasury. A 
pay off to sit fat and lazy while others 
die.  It is not for me to judge what’s 
in a person’s soul but our maker sure 
will. I personally stand with the people 
of Israel as do many Trump support-
ers here in Massachusetts. They know 
what it is to live surrounded by a hos-
tile ideological zealots.

The world sees Biden for what he 
really is. A false image put in front by 
the Democrat Progressive Socialists. 
A godless group fueled by power and 
greed. The evil forces kept at bay see 
him as weak and ineffective, they are 
told through backroom channels by the 
Progressives that they have the green 
light from this administration to be 
on the offensive. They see an America 
that has turned its own army on its 
own citizens. An armed capital that is 
surrounded by a new the “Democratic 
Revolutionary Guard.” An army being 
radicalized and demoralized by teach-
ings of “Critical Race Theory.” If you 
don’t buy into the ideology, you are 
dismissed. Good luck winning any war 
with an army like this.  If we see it, you 
can bet our foes like China and Russia 
surely do too. A Justice Department 
being used as a special political police 
force to hunt down and prosecute 
Trump supporters. A media turned 
into a progressive socialist propaganda 
machine that only attacks conservative 
thinking. I know many citizens now 
that are scared. Their afraid of speak-
ing out for fear they will be attacked. 
They hope others take up the cause and 
try to hide from the truth. I tell them 
you need to be a patriot and fight back. 
This is your America, and if you want 
it to have free speech and a future, 
you need to be ready to fight. If you 
fight back, they cannot cancel us all 
out. Maybe the Democrats will come to 
their senses and impeach themselves. 
If they do this and ask Donald Trump 
to run our country, they may be able to 
save the world.

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

Judgement Day
To the Editor:
What is an opinion?  Is it anything 

you might believe, regardless of the 
truth?  Is an opinion a closely held 
belief in opposition to provable truths?  
Under an expansive definition of “opin-
ion,” I suppose anything people think 
that isn’t true could be classified as an 
opinion.  Some people think the moon 
landing was faked — is that an opinion?  
Some people think the earth is flat, is 
that an opinion?  Some people think 
that the government is storing aliens 
in Area 51, is that an opinion?  Oh yeah, 
some people think that Donald Trump 
really won the 2020 election, yet it was 
stolen from him and that’s right up 
there with the flat earthers.

The fact is that the moon landing 
really happened, the earth is spherical, 
Area 51 is an Air Force facility for fight-
ing other humans, and Joe Biden won 
the 2020 presidency in a free and fair 
election.  The electoral college voted 
for President Biden because as it turns 
out, President Biden had more legiti-
mate votes in Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Georgia, and Arizona 
among other states that weren’t chal-
lenged.

Mr. Reid did point out a fair warning 
regarding the filibuster and number 
of justices.  If the Democrats add jus-
tices or eliminate the filibuster, I would 
expect the Republicans to fight even 
dirtier and cheat even more, using the 
Democrats’ recent example as cover.  
The Republicans represent a slight but 
consistent minority of Americans and 
as a minority party their only path 
to power is playing dirty, out-maneu-
vering within the rules, or outright 
cheating.  

The modern Republican party has 
become the “rural party” and the 
Democrats the “urban party” our 
Senate has a 5.0 point built-in advan-
tage and our electoral college a 3.5 point 
built-in advantage for Republicans.  In 
America in 2021 Republicans can gov-
ern without winning the most votes 
and this threatens our democracy 
(republic?).  This might seem impossi-
ble since today the Democrats control 
the presidency, House, and Senate.  But 
then again, Joe Biden did win 7 mil-
lion more votes, or 4.4 points.  While 
I fully expect the GOP will retaliate 
for Democrats trying to restore major-
ity-rule, I honestly expect they will 
take these steps at the first opportunity 
regardless.  Since the GOP is now com-
fortable with minority rule, I imagine 
that they will do whatever, whenever, 
to cement their position.  If they’re 
happy governing after losing the popu-
lar by three points, why won’t they be 
comfortable with an even larger gap?

American democracy is doomed 
since we have a two-party system 
where one party has no realistic path to 
winning the most votes its base is cool 
with lying, cheating, and stealing as 
necessary to maintain/re-gain power.  
The Democrats don’t have the power 
to fix the system for good once and for 
all – that would require Constitutional 
amendments.  Anything the Democrats 
due to try and restore majority rule 
will be used to justify further entrench-
ment of minority rule.  The Democrats 
doing nothing and living with this five-
point disadvantage might be their best 
course of action rather than enraging 
political arsonists.  Whatever happens, 
we can be sure there will be no return 
to “general order.”

As for the comparison of Native 
American mascots to Klansmen and 
Nazis and whether human mascots 
glorify and give respect or if they are 
demeaning and insensitive…  Here’s an 
idea – how about no human mascots?  
Glorification, neutral, or demeaning 
is in the eyes of the beholder. One 
Klansman might find the mascot to be 
demeaning their whole white suprem-
acy political agenda whereas another 
might be proud and feel glorified for it, 
just as townspeople will all see it differ-
ently. This is kind of like how not all 
Native Americans view an Indian head 
with feathers on a football uniform the 
same way. An easy solution to avoid 
inadvertently glorifying, demeaning, 
mocking, or respecting human mascots 
is not to have human mascots…  Like 
the David Prouty Panthers, Leicester 
Wolverines, and Quabog Cougars…  
Looks like Tantasqua might have an 
issue… 

Oh, Mr. Robillard, how I look for-
ward to your screeds. I really hope 
you show them to your children. As an 
engineer I am sure you are pretty good 
with numbers. The Republican Party 
bosses are good at numbers, too. As 
it turns out, 11 percent of U.S. citizen 
adults don’t have government issued 
photo ID. After voter ID laws are imple-
mented, voter turnout is reduced by 
2-3 percent.  Well, if all races are equal-
ly affected then it wouldn’t necessar-
ily be racist, but that isn’t the case.  
While 11 percent of U.S. citizens lack 
ID, only 8 percent of whites lack ID, 
while a whopping 25% of black citizens 
lack ID.  Using these rough numbers 
(2.5 percent total turnout reduction, 
blacks 3 times more represented in 
that number than whites), we’d see a 
2 percent reduction in white votes and 
a 6 percent reduction in black turnout.  
Since black people vote overwhelm-
ingly for Democrats, any policy that 
impacts black people more seems like 
a winner for Republicans. Consider 
that the Georgia run-offs were won 
by Democrats by about 1 point – with 
a little more voter suppression the 
Republicans might have pulled it off!

Now to be fair, the real reason 
Republicans want voter ID is because 
they know it will increase their own 
chances of winning, since they seem 
to be in a permanent minority with 
free and fair elections. Clearly free and 
fair elections are the problem, here...  
I don’t actually believe there is racial 
animus with voter ID laws beyond 
“those people don’t vote for us.”  I real-
ly think it is simply an effort to pervert 
the system in order to win – winning 
more votes hasn’t been a winning strat-
egy for decades so the GOP has shifted 
to suppressing the other side’s votes.

COVID is rapidly become boring, 
even for me. Last week only 184,709 
Americans who had successfully 
dodged the virus became ill and got 
tested. Only 4,046 American died of 
COVID-19 last week which should be 
shocking but against a backdrop of 
590,000 confirmed deaths really isn’t 
much.  With only 49% of Americans 
having had their first dose we don’t 
have high enough vaccination to put 
this behind us for good, but we prob-
ably will have the summer off before 
more surges.

 
OMAR HAR-YAROK
EAST BROOKFIELD

Another week

CHIROPRACTOR

Have you lost power?
Re-impower yourself
with a spinal tune-up!

Dr. Dan, Chiropractor

413-967-3017

Professional Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Free Injury Evaluation for a limited time.
Covid-safe precautions are always taken. 

By appointment only. 

Accepting 
New 

Patients!

PHYSICAL THERAPY

a seamless transition to her new role, 
officials said. After three years behind 
the Assistant Principal’s desk at Wire 
Village, she won’t have to expend time 
adjusting to the daily routine or intro-
ducing herself to faculty members.

“Knowing the enthusiasm and com-
mitment that Mrs. Ethier has already 
demonstrated to the students, staff, and 
families of this learning community 
in her previous roles, I am sure she 
will lead Wire Village School to new 
heights,” Haughey added. “On behalf 
of all of us within the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District, 
I speak for everyone when I say we 
are honored to have her as the next 
Principal of Wire Village School.”

Ethier is looking forward to the fall 
return of classes, when the Wire Village 
team will welcome back students for a 
full year of in-person instruction and 
regular programming. Many students 
struggled during the hybrid education 
format, but school leaders are excited 
about everyone returning to the same 
building in 2021-22. 

“It’s an honor and privilege to be 
named the next Principal of Wire 
Village School,” Ethier said. “I am 
excited to continue to serve in this team 
effort, as we support our students, par-
ents, and families in grades kindergar-
ten through fourth grade.”

ETHIER
continued from page    A1

Meanwhile, officials are still inves-
tigating the circumstances surround-
ing the punctured fuel line. Leicester 
Public Schools Superintendent Marilyn 
Tencza said Dig Safe – a nonprofit orga-
nization that assesses risks prior to 
excavation projects – inspected the site 
prior to the tent installations. As of 
press time, it was not determined why 
the fuel line was punctured even after a 
Dig Safe review.

The school department’s director of 
facilities, Brian Cooper, resigned short-
ly after the incident. He could not be 
reached for comment by press time.

Projected costs to perform the reme-
diation work have not been released.

OIL LEAK
continued from page    A1
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MAIN STREET  
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS 
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Auto Body Services

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

WOODY’S 
Rust Proof & Undercoat

IF IT’S WORTH OWNING, IT’S WORTH PROTECTING

ECO-FRIENDLY • STOPS RUST 
 DISPLACES MOISTURE • LONG LASTING • CREEPS

Stop Rust with the Best Woody’s  
Professional Rustproofing and Under-
coating Services. Maintain Safety and 
Value by protecting your vehicle’s body 

from rust, debris, and salt!

STANDARD 
$325 

DELUXE 
$499-$1499

Oil-based rustproofing applied 
by factory-trained technicians 

keeps the structural integrity of 
your vehicle’s body intact. 

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring 
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 7/1/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

Affordable  
Carpet Plus

Our low overhead  

allows us to beat 

the big stores by an 

average of 25%

Plush Berber 

Carpet Squares

*FREE Measure/

In Home sample 

viewing* 

Referral Rewards

Call Jim at
508-685-9234

Flooring

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE  

PAINT STRIPPING  
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook
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LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Joanne R. Emerson 
to BNY Mortgage Company LLC, dated 
July 11, 2005 and recorded in Worces-
ter County (Worcester District) Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 36810, Page 344 
(the “Mortgage”) of which mortgage 
Kondaur Capital Corporation, not in 
its individual capacity but solely in its 
capacity as Separate Trustee of Ma-
tawin Ventures Trust Series 2020-1 is 
the present holder by Assignment from 
BNY Mortgage Company LLC to Seat-
tle Mortgage Company dated July 8, 
2005 and recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 36810, Page 353, and 
Assignment from Seattle Mortgage 
Company to Bank of America, N.A. dat-
ed June 28, 2007 and recorded at said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 41471, Page 
380, and Corrective Assignment from 
Seattle Mortgage to Bank of America, 
N.A. dated March 7, 2012 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
48661, Page 248, and Assignment 
from Bank of America, N.A. to Nation-
star Mortgage LLC dated November 
19, 2012 and recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 50044, Page 10, and 
Assignment from Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC to The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development dated September 
16, 2015 and recorded at said Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 54497, Page 293, 
and Assignment from The Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development 
to Kondaur Capital Corporation, not in 
its individual capacity but solely in its 
capacity as Separate Trustee of Ma-
tawin Ventures Trust Series 2020-1 
dated August 19, 2020 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 63103, 
Page 393, for breach of conditions of 
said mortgage and for the purpose of 
foreclosing the same, the mortgaged 
premises located at 3 Spring Street, 
Spencer, MA 01562 will be sold at a 
Public Auction at 12:00 PM on June 
10, 2021, at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described below, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
The land with the buildings thereon, sit-
uated on the east side of Spring Street, 
Spencer, Worcester County, Massachu-
setts, bounded and described as follows: 
Beginning at the northwest corner of the 
premises to be conveyed at an iron pipe 
in the easterly line of said Spring Street 
and running N. 81° 35’ E about 187 1/2 
feet by land now or formerly of Alice 
R. Brown to land formerly of Briggs; 
Thence turning and running S. 16° 5’ E 
83.85 feet on the center line of a wall 
and by land formerly of said Briggs: 
Thence turning and running west-
erly by a wire fence, by land now 
or formerly of Edward J. and Ethel 
B. Talbot, 210 feet to Spring Street; 
Thence turning and running north-
erly along Spring Street, 83.85 
feet to the point of beginning. 
Containing about 15,450 square feet of 
land.
For mortgagor’s title see deed record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
36810, Page 341.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale at the 
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford 
Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851 
or such other time as may be designat-
ed by mortgagee. The description for 
the premises contained in said mort-
gage shall control in the event of a ty-
pographical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Kondaur Capital Corporation, not in its 
individual capacity but solely in its ca-
pacity as Separate Trustee of Matawin 
Ventures Trust Series 2020-1

Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 

Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851

(978) 256-1500
Emerson, Estate of Joanne R.,  

20-037544
May 14, 2021
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing 
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

Appeal of Decision – Applicant/ Own-

er: Spencer Solar Farm, LLC; Loca-
tion: North Brookfield Road, Spencer 
Assessor’s Map R39-14. The applicant 
is requesting an Appeal under section 
7.1.2.A (Appeals) of the Spencer Zon-
ing Bylaw Zoning to appeal the denial 
of the building permit by the Building 
Inspector. The property is located with-
in rural residential zoning district.
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, June 8, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall, to act on 
an application for a Special Permit for 
Christine Kiraly-Thomas and Donald 
Root, for the property located at 32 
Cottage Street, West Brookfield.  The 
applicant wishes to build an addition 
on their house, in the General District.  
This requires a special permit as per 
section, -1.5 Nonconformity:, §1.52 (a) 
Nonconforming Structures  (a) (et al). 
 The public is invited to attend.

Renee Adams White
Clerk

May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing 
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

Special Permit – Applicant/ Owner: 
Daniel Watson; Location: 4 Chickering 
Road, Spencer Assessor’s Map R15-1. 
The applicant is requesting a Special 
Permit under section 4.9.2.A.2 (Non-
conforming Structures) of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw to build an addition on 
the rear and side of an existing home. 
The property is located within rural res-
idential zoning district.
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021

Notice of  
Special Public Hearing

East Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals

This Zoning Board hearing will take 
place at the East Brookfield Town 
Hall, 122 Connie Mack Drive, East 
Brookfield, MA on Wednesday June 
9th 2021. Hearing will commence at 
7:00PM or soon thereafter as can be 
heard. Interested parties can attend in 
person adhering to all CDC guidelines 
for COVID 19 including masks, 6-foot 
distancing and limited occupancy.  
Applicant: Geralyn Morin; owner. Prop-
erty location: 120 North Brookfield 
Rd, East Brookfield. The applicant 
is proposing to demolish an existing 
non-conforming garage structure and 
construct a new garage which will ex-
ceed a thirty percent (30%) increase 
in floor space and a fifty percent (50%) 
increase of the fair market value of the 
current structure, in violation of Zon-
ing By-law section 4, paragraph 2. The 
applicant is requesting a finding as to 
whether the new structure is or is not 
more detrimental to the neighborhood 
than the existing non-conforming use. 
In addition, the new structure, as pro-
posed, violates the rear setback of 25ft 
with the deck being approximately 9 ft 
from the property line and the applicant 
is seeking a variance for the proposed 
location of the structure.
5/12/21
Mark Carpentier
ZBA Chair
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
In accordance with the provisions of 
Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 
131, Section 40 of the Wetlands Pro-
tection Act, the North Brookfield Con-
servation Commission will hold a pub-
lic hearing on ___June 8, 2021____ at 
7:00 p.m. at the North Brookfield Board 
of Health office, 215 No. Main St., No. 
Brookfield for NOI and associated 
activities at ____81 West Brookfield 
Road, North Brookfield_____. Any per-
son interested in this matter is invited 
to attend the hearing.
May 28, 2021

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Patrick Daly has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
add an addition to the home located at 
18 Briarcliff Lane, Spencer, MA.
Adrian Eugene Williams has filed an 
NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to repair a septic system 
at 28 South Spencer Road, Spencer, 
MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
June 9, 2021, at which time all persons 
having an interest may call in to partic-
ipate Conservation Commission meet-
ings open at 7:00 p.m.
 Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman

May 28, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P1565EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Stephanie Langley
Date of Death: 01/06/2012

To all interested persons:
A Petition for SIA - Formal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Robert P Langley of 
West Brookfield MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that Robert P 
Langley of West Brookfield MA
be appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve on the 
bond in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/22/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: May 20, 2021 

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
May 28, 2021

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
DEP File No. TBD

The East Brookfield Conservation 
Commission, in accordance with 
M.G.L. c. 131, §40, will hold the follow-
ing Public Hearing relating to proposed 
work within a wetland, waterbody, or re-
source area and/or within the 100-foot 
buffer zone to a wetland, waterbody, or 
resource area on:
June 15, 2021 at 7:30 PM
in the Memorial Town Complex
This Public Hearing is in regards to a 
Request for Determination of Applica-
bility submitted by EBT Environmental 
Consultants, Inc. on behalf of Colleen 
DiBara for the following: The removal of 
a 19” DBH White Pine to prevent fur-
ther damage to the shoreline retaining 
wall.
Any person interested in or wishing to 
be heard on this request should appear 
at the time and place designated. Cop-
ies of the above noted submittal are 
available for review at the East Brook-
field Town Clerk’s Office.
Submitted by:
Robert Button
Chairman
EAST BROOKFIELD CONSERVA-
TION COMMISSION
May 28, 2021

WARREN
Office of the Collector of Taxes

May 27, 2021
The owner(s), occupant(s) and public 
are hereby notified that the following 
described parcels herein, located 
within the municipality of WARREN 
and WORCESTER County, of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
have taxes for the year 2019 as com-
mitted to the Collector of Taxes, by 
the Board of Assessors of this munic-
ipality which remain delinquent and 
unpaid, and that the property herein 
described will be taken by WARREN 
on Friday, June 11, 2021, at 10:00 
AM for nonpayment of taxes, includ-
ing interest and all legal costs and 
charges thereon, unless the property 
shall be previously discharged.

KERRY SCHMIDT
Collector of Taxes Town of WAR-
REN
Property Location:  38 CARPENTER 
ST
Assessed Owners: CASAVANT, 
RENE
Bill Number: 60-1
2019 SEWER LIEN 1,125.00
REAL ESTATE TAXES  3,951.26

5,076.26
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
0.800 acres described as parcel 24 
0 112 in the office of the Assessors 
of the Town of WARREN identified in 
book and page 10670- 33, WORCES-
TER County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 
Assessed Owners: 
Bill Number:
73 MAPLE ST
CORRIVEAU, JR. BERNARD 81-5
2019 
REAL ESTATE TAXES 1,209 .56
 1,209.56
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
0.340 acres described as parcel 23 0 
57 in the office of the Assessors of the 
Town of WARREN identified in book 
and page 56878-324, WORCESTER 
County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 798 MAIN ST
Assessed Owners: ESPINOSA, 
SUSAN
c/o CRISSOS, SOCRATES
Bill Number:  111-2
2019 SEWER LIEN 375.00
REAL ESTATE TAXES  2,684.88
 3,059.88
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
0.330 acres described as parcel 24 0 
20 in the office of the Assessors of the 
Town of WARREN identified in book 
and page 57724-170, WORCESTER 
County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location:  CUTLER RD  
Assessed Owners:  MOOSEHEAD 
HARVESTING, INC
Bill Number: 255-3 
2019 REAL ESTATE TAXES 952.66

952.66 
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
18.000 acres described as parcel 2 0 
1 in the office of the Assessors of the 
Town of WARREN identified in book 
and page 16913-59, WORCESTER 
County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location:
Assessed Owners: 
Bill Number:
CUTLER RD EX
MOOSEHEAD HARVESTING, INC 
255-4
2019 REAL ESTATE TAXES 3,303.31
 3,303 .31
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
81.000 acres described as parcel 4 
0 19 in the office of the Assessors 
of the Town of WARREN identified in 
book and page 16913-59, WORCES-
TER County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location:  REAR CUTLER 
RD
Assessed Owners:  MOOSEHEAD 
HARVESTING, INC
Bill Number: 255-5
2019 REAL ESTATE TAXES  375.90

375.90
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
16.000 acres described as parcel 4 
0 20 in the office of the Assessors of 
the Town of WARREN identified in 
book and page 16913-59, WORCES-
TER County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 28 SCHOOL ST
Assessed Owners: PEREZ, NOHENY 
A.
c/o HILL-PATCHKOFSKY, TA’WONDA 
& JAM
Bill Number: 290-3
2019 SEWER LIEN  375.00
REAL ESTATE TAXES  2,204.62

2,579.62
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
0.190 acres described as parcel 17 0 
88 in the office of the Assessors of the 
Town of WARREN identified in book 
and page 59096-187, WORCESTER 
County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 84 SOUTHBRIDGE 
RD
Assessed Owners: REYNOSO, LUIS
c/o BYFIELD DONOVAN
c/o SUNTREX, LLC
Bill Number: 311-6
2019 REAL ESTATE TAXES  2012.84

2012.84
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
0.040 acres described as parcel 24 0 
159 in the office of the Assessors of the 
Town of WARREN identified in book 
and page 58955-219, WORCESTER 
County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: MAIN STREET
Assessed Owners: STUPSKI, THEO-
DORE
c/o STUPSKI, WILLIAM
Bill Number: 367-6
2019 REAL ESTATE TAXES  175.56
 175.56  
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
1.100 acres described as parcel 19 0 
18 in the office of the Assessors of 
the Town of WARREN identified in 
book and page 4358-26, WORCES-

LEGALS



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER    13 Friday, May 28, 2021

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands Sales & Service

In-Home and In-shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated since 1978.  
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Now Selling WEBER Grills 
Instant Financing Available

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMSLAWN/GARDEN/CLEANOUTS
Baker Services

One Call 
Does It All

Dan Baker~Owner | 774-272-5341 
Spencer, MA 01562

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

Services Offered
Yard Cleaning • Grass Mowing  
Stone/Mulch Delivery & Install 

Junk Removal • Trash Removal • All Cleanouts

Reliable & Affordable  
Commercial & Residential 

No Job Too Small

To  
advertise in  

The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062  

jsima@
stonebridgepress.news

Your Ad 
Here

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99
MAY SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

Full Synthetic 
Oil Change  
w/ Tire Rotation

$49.99

up to 5 quarts of oil

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com
508-864-9708 l 508-347-7499

Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

TER County Registry of Deeds.

Property Location: 583 MAIN ST
Assessed Owners: STUPSKI, THEO-
DORE
c/o STUPSKI, WILLIAM
Bill Number: 368-1 
2019 REAL ESTATE TAXES  593.26
 593.26
Description: A parcel of land with any 
buildings thereon, containing about 
0.480 acres described as parcel 19 
0 19 in the office of the Assessors 
of the Town of WARREN identified in 
book and page 4358- 26, WORCES-
TER County Registry of Deeds.
May 28, 2021

LEGALS

When it’s okay not to be okay
I learned a valuable les-

son this week. I traveled 
to the University of Iowa 
Hospital for my monthly 
meeting with my oncolo-
gist and digestive health 
medical team. For those of 
you unaware, I’m fighting 
stage 4 stomach cancer. It 
was to be a quick in and 
out meeting and I would be on my 
way home by 3:00. Instead, my digestive 
health professional looked at me for 
thirty seconds and said, “I’m admitting 
you.”

I didn’t know what to say. “Wait,” 
was the only thing I could force out.

“For what?” She paused. “Until it’s 
too late?”

So, I was admitted and began being 
fed nutrients through a hose placed in 
my nose. Truly a dismal experience. 
As I looked at the bag pumping into 
my stomach, it looked like its contents 
had already been eaten then spit back 
out. No, none of it was a pleasant expe-
rience.

Early the next morning, my team 
of oncologists arrived in my room 
and asked, “How are you feeling?” 
My typical reflex answer popped out. 
“Fantastic!” They glanced at each 
other. “Really. I’m feeling great!” I 

assured them. I’m a believer 
that optimism and positive 
intentions drive good health 
and positive results.

They asked a few basic 
questions, told me they 
ordered a couple of scans 
and a round of blood tests, 
then left the room.

The next day, my daugh-
ter arrived and was sitting with me 
when the group of oncologists came 
again. “So, how are you feeling today, 
Mr. Moore?”

“Fantastic! I’m feeling great!” once 
again popped out of my mouth. My 
daughter quickly blurted out, “Dad! 
You are not feeling great! These are 
your doctors, and they aren’t looking 
for a motivational speech from you. Tell 
them how you really feel!”

She then looked at the leader of the 
group and said, “Please understand 
that my Dad is a motivational speaker, 
writer of a column titled, Positively 
Speaking and an author of four positive 
books. it’s not his nature to say any-
thing else.”

The question then hit me like an 
Acme Anvil dropped on my head as if 
I were in a Roadrunner cartoon. Is it 
okay, not to be, okay?

It doesn’t mean I’m being negative. 

Maybe it only means I’m giving my 
medical team accurate information to 
help them make sound decisions and to 
help me get better. They needed straight 
talk from me and not a motivational pep 
talk. People who are feeling fantastic 
are not admitted into the hospital.

I took a breath and gave them an 
accurate depiction of what I was feel-
ing, which was far from fantastic. They 
seemed relieved and said what I was 
describing better reflected the results 
of my test.

I realized at that moment that being 
optimistic does not mean everything is 
perfect. It’s not. It does mean I’ve decid-
ed to focus on the good outcomes rather 
than bad and to allow my mind and 
body to conspire together to help create 
a better reality. I believe optimism and 
a positive mindset are essential compo-
nents to my healing process, but so is 
accuracy in describing my symptoms, 
positive or not.

Admitting I didn’t feel well wasn’t a 
failure to be positive. In fact, not accu-
rately deciding the current condition 
of my health could create an extremely 
negative outcome.

I’m learning that the smart thing to 
do is adjust myself to the reality and 
truth of my health instead of trying to 
make the truth of my condition some-

thing that it’s not. As minor as it is and 
as simple as it sounds, I was unable 
to admit I wasn’t okay. It also doesn’t 
mean I’m giving into a negative diagno-
sis. I’m still fighting with the attitude 
and belief I’m going to beat this cancer 
and I am. It just means my doctors need 
accurate information so they can help 
me win this battle.

This column began while I was lying 
in a hospital bed but is ending with me 
at home and back to my normal routine. 
I’m feeling much better and looking pos-
itively forward to my day. 

Everything about life is a challenge 
and ongoing opportunity to learn. 
‘From the mouth of babes’ my daughter 
taught me a valuable lesson about cre-
ating positive outcomes from less than 
positive situations when you aren’t feel-
ing positive at all.

Like you, I’m still a work in progress. 
I’m still learning. 

It’s okay, not to be okay. 

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY 
SPEAKING

DID YOUR CHILD
MAKE THE PAPER???

ORDER YOUR PHOTO 
REPRINTS TODAY!

Call Stonebridge Press for details 
508-764-4325
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John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

DUDLEY – 19 Progress Ave!  NEW CONSTRUCTION! LEBEL Builders! 2,206’ 8 Rm Split! 
Many Customized Features! Set on a 14,000’ Lot! Features 3 Generous Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN, Kit, Dining & Living Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs & SOARING CATHEDRAL CEILINGS! Liv 
Rm w/LP Gas Frplc! Granite Kit w/Abundant White Cabinetry, 6’ Center Isl & Stainless 
Appliances! Master Suite w/Large Walk-in Closet, Master Bath w/Tile Shower & Dble Sinks! Full 
Hall Bath! Spacious Lower Level Fam Rm w/Great Entertaining Space & 1/2 Bath! 2 Car Garage! 
LP Gas Heat & Central Air! Expert Craftsmanship & Appeal throughout, Truly Unique! Builder 
w/Yrs of Experience Delivering High End Homes! The Detail & Quality of Work Will Speak 
for Itself! Lot’s Cleared & Construction Starting Shortly! Worth the Wait! $469,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184’ 
9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, 1 
of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete 
Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer 
Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, 
Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable 
Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath 
for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to 
Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00

SOLD

DUDLEY – 12 Susan Drive! Ideal 7 Rm Split! Beautifully Landscaped 18,615’ Lot 
including a Heated In-Ground Pool w/Pool House! Fully Applianced Kitchen w/Corian 
Counters, Island, Hrdwd Floor & Door to the Deck! Dining Rm w/Hrdwds & Slider 
to Deck overlooking the Pool! Living Rm w/Bay Window, Brick Fireplace w/Wood 
Pellet Insert & Fujitsu Wall Mount A/C Spilt Unit! 3 Comfortable Bdrms all w/
Double Closets, Spacious 12x16’ Master! Hallway Full Bathrm w/Skylight & Door 
to the Master! Lower Level 13x24’ Family Rm w/Recessed Lighting! Convenient 
Half Bath! 2 Car Heated Garage! Many 2018 Updates – Roof, Siding, Windows, 
Buderus Furnace, Hot Water Super Store, Oil Tank & Pool Liner! Out Back a 
Garden Area & Storage Shed! Town Services! Won’t Last! $339,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE - South Pond! 
35 Hall Road! In a Quite Cove 
Protected from the Storm! 8 Rm, 
3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Cape! Applianced 
Kit, Din Rm, Spacious Liv Rm, 
Huge Master w/Bath! Central 
AC! Listed by Another, SOLD 
by Lake Realty! $460,000.00

WEBSTER – 44 Sunny Ave! Sought 
After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’ 
Colonial! 1st Flr Features Open Flr 
Plan, Kit w/Isl, Din Area, Fam Rm, 
Frplcd Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3 
Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total! 
Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot 
Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious 
Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door 
Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen 
with Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining Room, Fireplace 
Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom 
with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler 
System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $2,149,900.00

SOLD

ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTINGON DEPOSIT

FEATURED PROPERTY!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 ON DEPOSIT! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Estate Sale! Scenic View of Beautiful Webster Lake! 
Boardering Stone Walls! Split Level! 3 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Dining Rm, Hollywood Bath! Master Bedroom 
& Master Bath. Fireplaced Living Room! Finished Lower 
Level w/1/2 Bath, Garage. “Salt Water” Inground Pool. 
 $319,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSETS! Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! 
Architect designed with Lake Living in mind, Custom 
Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely 
situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All you need 
to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy 
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining , 
formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced 
lake-facing corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 
more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Special! Re-
member, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster - 401 Treasure Island Condo
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island Townhouse! UNIT# 401 end unit. Year round en-
joyment! Quiet summers on big & beautiful Webster Lake! 6 Rooms Applianced 
Kitchen. Open Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & Carpet. Master Bed-
room, W/2 Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Central Air! Central Vac! Very efficient natural gas heat & hot Water! 2 
Boat Slips D10 & D11 in the Private Marina. Heated Pool! Natural Sandy Beach! 
 $439,000.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER • 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE  

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of updates. New Asphalt Shingles, 
& 8 New Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 24 x 26 Great Rm w/
Gas Fireplace! Master Suite w/”Spa Like” Bath & Soaking Tub!WHAT 
MORE COULD YOU WANT? INGROUND POOL? OK!! has that TOOl! All 
Painted! SS Appliances. New Tankless Hot Water Boiler. $467,000

SORRY, SOLD!

A SELLER’S MARKET 
is continuing into year 2021! 

�inking of selling, NOW is the time! Call us, your neighborhood Real Estate 
Professionals, for a FREE OPINION of VALUE - NO strings attached. 

Do business where the business is being done! 

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD

Location! Scenic Upper Gore! “BIRDS 
EYE VIEW” of Webster Lake! Spacious 
Tr-Level. 2,279 sf., 4 BRS,1 full Bath, 2 
half baths. Inground pool. 2 Car Garage

$275,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 155 THOMPSON ROAD

Terrific opportunity for one Large business or 
Several businesses. 4784 st bldg. Zoned B5. Off 
I395 exit 1. High Traffic & Visibility. Excellent 
Location! assisted sale  $695,000.

SORRY, SOLD!
SORRY, SOLD!

Have a pleasant and safe 
Memorial Day Weekend!  

Honor those who have served 
to uphold our republic of the 

United States.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Dudley: 3 Units, Sided, Natural woodwork,  
2-3 bedroom in 2 units, 3rd unit - 2-3 bedroom, 

O�-street parking, Fantastic yard.
42 Mill St ~ $379,900

DUDLEY 
Great location!  

Great Schools! Lower Taxes!

Room for everyone,  
Family room, Living room,  

3-4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Lower Level “Man 
Cave”, Fenced in yard, Town Services

2 Ellis St. ~ $324,900

REAL ESTATE 
COFFEE HOUR
Saturday, June 5th

Noon to 1pm
21 Scho�eld Ave. 

Dudley
Join Maria & JoAnn to learn about the 

“Homes for Heroes” program. 
Seating limited. Reserve you place.

REAL ESTATE

Whatever Your Style,
Find it in the 

Real Estate Section
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

I SOLD 49 HOMES LAST YEAR!

Let me Sell your home! I believe in  

delivering exceptional service to my clients. 

I would love to have you as a client.

CALL Direct
978-434-1990

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00  SOLD

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

MEMORIAL DAY
REMEMBER & HONOR

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

FREE OPEN HOUSE 
LISTINGS 

when you advertise  
in this section

OBITUARIES Ingrid C. Mierzejewski, 80
B R O O K F I E L D / 

N O R T H 
BROOKFIELD- Ingrid 
C. Mierzejewski,80, 
passed away on May 
17,2021. 

She is predeceased 
by her husband 
Paul Mierzejewski 
in 1996. She leaves a 

son Daniel Mierzejewski; a daughter 
Carol Pontbriand; 2 brothers Jurgen 
Kollatchsny of Berlin,Germany and 

Klaus Kollatchsny and his wife Donna 
of Kimballton,Iowa; 2 grandchildren 
Christina Berard & her husband Keiran 
and Danielle Mierzejewski.

Ingrid worked as a machinist at Reed-
Rico for many years. She will be deeply 
missed by her family and friends.

Graveside services are private in 
Worcester County Memorial Park in 
Paxton. Arrangements are under the 
care of Pillsbury Funeral Home 3 West 
Brookfield Rd. Brookfield.

Jeannette A. Durant, 90
Jeannette A. Durant, 90, of Spencer, 

MA, passed away peacefully on Monday, 
May 3 at Quaboag Nursing Home, West 
Brookfield, MA with family by her side.

Jeannette was a 
beloved wife, moth-
er, grandmother, and 
great grandmother.  
She is survived by her 
husband of 70 years, 
Louis Durant, Jr.; 4 
children, Kimberly 
Durant and partner 
Rhoderick Harrison, 

John Durant, Holly Audette and hus-
band Ronald Audette, Jr., and Peter 
Durant and wife Kate (Campanale) 
Durant; 5 grandchildren, Nicholas 
DeMaio and wife Amanda Weber, 
Maggie DeMaio, Amelia (Durant) 
Sandman, Emma Durant, and Lucas 
Audette; and 5 great grandchildren.

Jeannette was a life long resident 
of Spencer, MA, working many years 

for Dr. Martin Monast, DMD, Spencer; 
Hotel Massasoit, Spencer; Lashaway 
Inn, East Brookfield; The Spencer 
New Leader, Spencer; and Stonebridge 
Press, Southbridge, where she retired 
at age 85.

Jeannette loved nothing more than to 
be surrounded by her family.  She was 
happiest when everyone was gathered 
together.  She loved travel and trav-
elled extensively.  She also loved play-
ing cards and bingo with her friends.  
Jeannette was so full of life, always 
laughing and always happy, and would 
welcome anyone into her home.  She 
touched so many lives and will be dear-
ly missed.

 A Memorial Mass will be held at 
a later date. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in her name to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, 322 
Eighth Avenue, 16th Floor, New York, 
NY 10001, or online at alzfdn.org.  

Bertil (Bert) Wahlberg, 94,
Bertil (Bert) Wahlberg, 94, passed 

away peacefully on May 17.  He is pre-
ceded in death by his beloved wife of 

69 years, Joy.  He is 
survived by his sons 
Mark and his wife 
Becky, Brent and his 
wife Lydia, and Scott 
and his wife Carol 
Ann, granddaughters 
Kristin and her hus-
band Richard, Kate 
and her husband 
Mike, and Jen, and 
great-grandsons Ian 
and Jonas.

Bert was born in 
1927 in Paris, France 
to Oscar and Gurli 
Wahlberg and grew 
up in England until he 
was 13.  Shortly after 

the outbreak of WW II he and his fam-
ily came to Worcester, Massachusetts.  
At the age of 18 he began his life of ser-
vice, joining the United States Navy 
and serving as a corpsman until the 
end of the war.  Recalled as a reservist, 
he was especially proud of his time 
served during the Korean conflict on 
the USS Midway (CV-41).

Bert dedicated his life to the service 
of others and spent many years in 
service to the community and church.  
He also supported youth activities, 
especially youth sports and 4-H.  
Professionally he provided needed 
assistance to youth and their fami-

lies as a school social 
worker.

Bert treasured time 
with family most 
of all.  He met his 
wife, Joy, at Clark 
University and they 
raised three boys 
together.  His favor-
ite place on earth 

was the family cottage on South Pond 
in Massachusetts, where they spent 
many summers.  Family gatherings 
with sons and granddaughters at the 
lake were very special.

He was a reliable provider, will-
ing supporter, but most important-
ly, a wonderful husband, father, and 
grandfather.  He had a good life and 
strong faith in God.  Bert will be great-
ly missed.  

A family gathering to remember 
and celebrate his life will occur at a 
later date.  

A family fishing trip
Stripers are in everywhere 

along the coast and in tributar-
ies, and are chasing baitfish like 
porgies and herring. There are 
a lot of big fish in the schools of 
stripers, but unfortunately, they 
cannot be retained by recre-
ational fishermen. Only stripers 
in the slot size of 28 inches and 
35 inches are legal to keep. This 
regulation has hurt a lot of char-
ter boats, resulting in lost rev-
enue from fewer anglers book-
ing reservations. They are also 
being hit by the loss of mates for 
their boats because many have 
left to find steady employment 
from other jobs during the pan-
demic, and they are not coming 
back. One charter boat captain 
said he has very few bookings, 
because he has lost his mates, 
and hiring new ones is almost 
impossible. 

With Memorial Day weekend 
only a few days away, nutty 
behavior at the boat ramps is 
sure to be the same as in pre-
vious years. Boaters need to be 
respectful of other boaters wait-
ing to launch their boats, and if 
someone is having a problem 
launching his or her boat, offer-
ing to help is often appreciated. 
Boaters should never back onto 
a boat ramp if they are not ready 
to launch. Getting the boat ready 
prior to launch should always 
be done prior to backing onto 
the boat ramp! Actual launch 
time should take no more than 
five minutes or less. Be aware 
that there is always someone 
with an attitude waiting to 
launch their boat. Don’t ruin 

your day and your family’s day 
by getting into a shouting match 
or a physical fight with him. It is 
not worth it.  

This past week, my broth-
er and I were invited to go on 
a fishing trip with my neph-
ew, Captain Mel True of Fish 
Net Charters! Mel left his high 
paying job at CVS to fulfill his 
dream of becoming a boat cap-
tain. He took a job with On The 
Water Magazine for a short time 
and then made the move to start 
his charter boat business. He 
never looked back, and has 
become a highly respected boat 
Captain on the North & South 
Shore. He loves to document his 
clients fishing trips, and is well 
educated in photography.      

It was a nice crisp morning 
when my brother Ken picked 
me up at 4:30 a.m.!  Captain 
Mel lives in Freetown, Mass., 
which is only an hour’s drive 
to his house. We arrived on 
time, and Mel had his boat and 
trailer hooked up to his pick-
up truck that is well painted 
with his name, and sponsors 
of fishing tackle. His 25-foot 
boat is powered by a Yamaha 
350 hp motor. Unloading the 
boat only took minutes and we 
were on our way to the fish-
ing grounds. It was not long 
before we were traveling close 
to 40 miles per hour, arriving 
at our first fishing spot in less 
than 30 minutes. As soon as we 
stopped the boat Mel walked up 
to the bow of the boat to place 
his new electric motor into the 
water. The motor is programed 
into his GPS, and automatical-
ly holds the boat at the fishing 
hot spot. Although he has an 
anchor on board, it is rarely 

used because of the new motor.  
“Technology.”   

As soon as I dropped my jig 
to the bottom, I had a fish on. It 
was a nice seabass and I was 
ready to place it in the cool-
er. Captain Mel motioned me to 
throw it back! It is a female, and 
he does not like to include them 
in his daily catch. My brother 
Ken reeled in a nice seabass, 
and was told to toss it back. We 
will be catching much larger 
fish than that Captain Mel stat-
ed: “It seems as though we are 
on a catch and release fishing 
trip!” Ken complied to the cap-
tain’s request! It was constant 
lock and load on seabass and a 
couple of tautog mixed in retain-
ing only a couple of fish! “Be 
patient,” Mel replied, “you will 
catch bigger fish than those you 
threw back.”

Time to move to a new 
spot! After bringing the motor 
back into the boat, we were soon 
on our way to a new spot. Mel 
wanted to catch a few Scaup 
for a client, so we rigged our 
lures and small pieces of squid 
onto the hooks. The scaup were 
decent size with some extra-
large called sea scaup. I have 
tried them, and do not like there 
taste, but many people love 
them. After filling a five-gallon 
pail with scaup, we rigged our 
rods with jigs. Mel has his own 
line of fishing rods, that make 
my fishing rods look antique. It 
was not long before we start-
ed catching seabass and tautog, 
but the jumbo seabass never 
materialized. We were more 
than happy to catch our limit of 
seabass that were nice size and 
great for the eating. A few nice 
tautog were mixed in but there 

were so many seabass on the 
bottom feeding, the tautog were 
outnumbered. 

After a few hours of fishing, 
this writer quit. The captain 
could see that we were fished 
out, and were ready for the trip 
home. Gosh! I wish I was 20 
years younger.  

West Hill Dam is taking 
reservations for small parties 
like birthdays, graduations, 
anniversaries, etc. To reserve 
your date, you can call Viola 
at the Dam Headquarters. 
Reservations cost $75. A new 
road is being planned for the 
Harringtons pool area, but until 
then it is nice to see the area 
being used! 

The Whitinsville Fish & 
Game club is planning an 

“Italian Night” at the club on 
June19. It is going to be there 
first in house supper since the 
Pandemic. Be sure to get your 
tickets early. Only 60 tickets 
will be available for the in-house 
dining. Another 25 will be sold 
for to-go meals. Check it out on 
their Web site.

Fresh water fishing has been 
very good for largemouth bass 
fishing. One angler was fish-
ing from his canoe and caught 
numerous largemouth bass and 
calico bass trolling small Rapala 
plugs. Shiners and small surface 
frogs are also catching some 
impressive fish. 

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Ken True with a nice seabass caught last 
week in Buzzards Bay.
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Spencer Police
  WEDNESDAY, MAY 12                
 12:43 a.m.: parking violation (High 

Street), ticket issued; 2:26 a.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), erratic oper-
ator; 4:30 a.m.: disturbance (Pearl 
Street), noise complaint; 6:24 a.m.: mv 
complaint (North Brookfield Road), 
erratic operator; 6:48 a.m.: lost/found 
(West Main Street), found work file; 
7:01 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), LTC change of address/2; 8:58 
a.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), voucher inquiry; 10:06 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 10:36 a.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), wound/unknown 
origin; 11:27 a.m.: restraining order 
service (Temple Street); 11:42 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (West Main Street), investi-
gated; 12:02 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 12:36 p.m.: 
mv stop (Chestnut Street), Kayla M. 
Ashley, 25, 47 Church Street, Spencer, 
warrant, arrest; 1:19 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 1:32 p.m.: 
restraining order service (Cherry 
Street); 1:48 p.m.: missing person/
adult (Lakeview Drive), elderly cous-
in missing; 2:55 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), referred; 3:13 p.m.: 
harassment prevention order service 
(West Main Street); 3:27 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
3:47 p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 3:56 p.m.: larceny 
(Ash Street), being harassed by juve-
niles; 4:38 p.m.: mv complaint (West 
Main Street), erratic operator; 4:40 
p.m.: disabled mv (Northwest Road), 
services rendered; 5:55 p.m.: medical/
general (Beach Lane); 5:56 p.m.: 911 
call (West Main Street), Harrington 
CT down; 6:31 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), trying to retrieve 
property; 7:43 p.m.: medical/general 
(Greenville Street); 7:57 p.m.: elderly 
matter (Howe Village), spoken to; 8:20 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Meadow Road), 
investigated; 10:34 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Charlton Road); (Total daily mv 
stops – 5).

THURSDAY, MAY 13
1:32 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 

4:28 a.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic 
Street), spoken to; 5:38 a.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Rutland PD bolo; 
6:40 a.m.: animal complaint (Clark 
Road), loose dog; 7:38 a.m.: 911 call 
(Main Street), child w/phone; 10:48 
a.m.: 911 call (Cherry Street), acciden-
tal; 11:29 a.m.: 911 call (Holmes Street), 
accidental; 12:03 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Howard Hurley Road), speeding/
littering; 12:18 p.m.: medical/general 
(Marble Road); 1:38 p.m.: DPW call 
(Treadwell Drive), utility pole down; 
1:53 p.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 2:33 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Meadow Road), dock in 
mv/windows up; 2:34 p.m.: accident 
(West Main Street), report taken; 2:56 
p.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 4:11 p.m.: accident (Greenville 
Street), report taken; 4:46 p.m.: harass-
ment prevention order service (West 
Main Street); 5:19 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Route 49), erratic operator; 5:23 p.m.: 
mutual aid (Route 49), Sturbridge PD 
bolo; 5:30 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Main Street), misdial; 5:43 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Irving Street), misdial; 
5:44 p.m.: juvenile matter (Ash Street), 
unwanted parties; 6:50 p.m.: fraud 
(Howe Village), internet scam; 7:09 
p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
7;36 p.m.: mv complaint (North Spencer 
Road), erratic operator; 8:11 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Donnelly Cross Road), 
bear in area; 8:12 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), Harrington CT down; 
8:45 p.m.: disturbance (Lyford Road), 
intoxicated, unwanted party; 9:50 p.m.: 
disturbance (Wilson Avenue), info 
taken; 10:02 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Bixby Road), dog bite; 10:53 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Pleasant Street), noise 
complaint; (Total daily mv stops – 2).

FRIDAY, MAY 14
12:55 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

7:18 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
Harrington CT down; 7:32 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Valley Street), family issue; 
7:33 a.m.: fire alarm (Meadow Road), 
services rendered; 10:02 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), poss. dead 
dog; 10:49 a.m.: warrant service (Main 
Street), Robert Michael Burns, 27, 356 
Main Street, Spencer, warrant, arrest; 
11:35 a.m.: warrant service (Cornfield 
Road), Shawn P. Clifford, 35, 5 Cornfield 
Road, Spencer, warrant, arrest; 11:50 
a.m.: lost/found (Main Street), items 
lost near DQ; 1:12 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Thompson Pond Road), poss. 
dead dog in water; 1:33 p.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), issue 
re: cat; 1:40 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), unclaimed license plates 
destroyed; 2:57 p.m.: LTC issued/2 
(West Main Street), assisted; 3:33 p.m.: 
accident (Irving Street), hit/run; 4:00 
p.m.: officer wanted (Sherman Grove), 
req. escort/retrieve belongings; 4:14 
p.m.: animal complaint (Pope Street), 
re: animal in yard; 4:51 p.m.: medical/

general (Howe Village); 5:19 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Northwest Road); 5:46 
p.m.: mv complaint (Northwest Road), 
speeding; 6:20 p.m.: hdcp. parking vio-
lation (Main Street), ticket issued; 6:33 
p.m.: accident (Main Street), report 
taken; 6:36 p.m.: juvenile matter (Main 
Street), kids/bikes in road; 8:18 p.m.: 
disturbance (Church Street), unwant-
ed party; 8:19 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Valley Street), welfare check; 8:33 
p.m.: fire/woods/grass (Cherry Street), 
contained; 9:45 p.m.: animal complaint 
(School Street), barking dog; 11:36 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Meadow Road), unat-
tended mv; 11:43 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Paxton Road), loose dog; 11:46 
p.m.: building checked, secure; (Total 
daily mv stops – 7).

SATURDAY, MAY 15
12:00-1:27 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:53 a.m.: medical/general 
(West Main Street); 7:19 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Norcross Road), welfare 
check; 8:22 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Lakeshore Drive), services rendered; 
10:48 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
accident/Route 31 south; 11:40 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), hang-up; 
11:56 a.m.: fire alarm (Chickering 
Road), referred; 12:23 p.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 12:25 p.m.: 
medical/mental health (Howe Village); 
12:35 p.m.: juvenile matter (Lloyd Dyer 
Drive), poss. assault; 1:00 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Brooks Pond Road); 1:02 
p.m.: accident (Charlton Road), assist-
ed; 1:19 p.m.: officer wanted (Lloyd Dyer 
Drive), re: poss. suicide threat; 1:47 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
2:12 p.m.: intelligence/drugs (Chestnut 
Street), info taken; 3:44 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Mechanic Street), kids/bikes 
in street; 3:48 p.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 5:19 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Ash Street), cat in school d/
way; 5:30 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 6:13 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), misdial; 7:03 p.m.: disturbance 
(Mechanic Street), unwanted party; 
7:09 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 8:17 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 8:23 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Paxton Road), investigated; 8:39 
p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln Street); 
9:44 p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic 
Street), noise complaint; 9:59 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 10:05 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (Pleasant Street), req. 
welfare check; 10:14 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 10:14 p.m.: DPW call 
(Howe Road), low-hanging branch; 
(Total daily mv stops – 5).

SUNDAY, MAY 16  
12:58 a.m.: medical/general (North 

Spencer Road); 10:00 a.m.: parking vio-
lation (Elm Street), ticket issued; 10:50 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), sui-
cide threat/Facebook; 11:05 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Sherwood Drive); 11:14 
a.m.: officer wanted (South Street), 
req. escort; 12:44 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Howe Village), referred; 12:48 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Briarcliff Lane), 
barking dog; 1:45 p.m.: suspicious per-
sons (West Main Street), investigated; 
2:38 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
children in mv w/o seat belts; 3:36 
p.m.: 911 call (Point Eastalee Drive), 
misdial; 4:17 p.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 5:19 p.m.: RV 
complaint (Lyford Road), dirt bike/
gravel pit; 5:23 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), fox/coyote in area; 5:42 
p.m.: animal complaint (Smithville 
Road), skunk in park; 6:36 p.m.: officer 
wanted (North Brookfield Road), poss. 
lewd conduct; 6:38 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Charlton Road), erratic operator; 8:21 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), wel-
fare check; 9:43 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Meadow Road), mv w/o headlights; 
10:02 p.m.: officer wanted (Buteau 
Road), unwanted party; 10:25 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), tailgating; 
(Total daily mv stops – 5).

MONDAY, MAY 17
1:51 a.m.: animal complaint (West 

Main Street), stray cat; 3:50 a.m.: mv 
theft (Maple Street), report taken; 6:14 
a.m.: residential alarm (North Spencer 
Road), services rendered; 7:35 a.m.: dis-
turbance (Main Street), neighbor dis-
pute; 8:09 a.m.: mv complaint (Pleasant 
Street), info taken; 8:30 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Bixby Road), loose dog; 10:15 
a.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
10:54 a.m.: 911 call (North Brookfield 
Road), accidental; 1:26 p.m.: medical/
general (Water Street); 1:27 p.m.: lost/
found (Main Street), found fanny pack; 
2:01 p.m.: disabled mv (North Spencer 
Road), assisted; 2:35 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Charron Street); 2:44 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Valley Street); 2:45 p.m.: 
animal complaint (West Main Street), 
skunk on sidewalk; 2:59 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Nottingham Circle), 
re: neighbor’s rooster; 3:05 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Woodside Road), welfare 
check; 3:48 p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), 
misdial; 4;08 p.m.: medical/general 
(Ethier Drive); 4:16 p.m.: 911 call (Lake 
Avenue), accidental; 6:20 p.m.: acci-
dent (West Main Street), report taken; 
6:44 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 6:48 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Maple Street), kids/bikes in road; 7:23 

p.m.: medical/overdose (Mechanic 
Street); 7:25 p.m.: medical/general 
(Pleasant Street); 8:41 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Chestnut Street), referred; 8:43 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Brown Street), welfare 
check; 9:01 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), services rendered; 9:53 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Greenville Street), 
accidental; 10:19 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), services rendered; 10:44 
p.m.: medical/general (Bixby Road); 
(Total daily mv stops – 2).

TUESDAY, MAY 18
12:10-2:05 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 4:22 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lake Whittemore Drive); 5:16 a.m.: 
medical/general (Candlewood Drive); 
5:37 a.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 5:53 a.m.: animal complaint 
(North Spencer Road), bear in area; 
6:27 a.m.: mv lockout (High Street), 
assisted; 6:52 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Wilson Street), injured raccoon; 7:05 
a.m.: mv complaint (Cherry Street), 
mvs passing school van; 7:56 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Gold Nugget Road), 
bears in backyard; 9:17 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Collier Circle), bears in 
yard; 10:08 a.m.: illegal dumping (Ash 
Street), bag of trash; 11:34 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Briarcliff Lane), dog attack; 
11:59 a.m.: fraud (High Street), police 
fundraising scam; 12:20 p.m.: DPW call 
(G.H. Wilson Road), low-hanging wire; 
1:31 p.m.: mv complaint (Charlton 
Road), erratic operator; 2:01 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Thompson Pond 
Road), accidental; 2:54 p.m.: medical./
general (Valley Street); 3:14 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Grove Street), re: former 
tenant; 3:53 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Donnelly Cross Road), bear in area; 
4:05 p.m.: suspicious mv (Greenville 
Street), investigated; 4:14 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Rustic Lane), chick-
ens loose; 4:40 p.m.: lost/found (West 
Main Street), lost wallet; 4:46 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), fam-
ily issue; 4:55 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(Cranberry Meadow Road), rope swing 
in road; 5:46 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Chestnut Street), lg. snapping turtle 
on trail; 6:51 p.m.: DPW call (North 
Street), wires down; 7:19 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Wire Village Road), 
open line; 7:25 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Howe Road), UTVs in park; 7:29 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (West Main Street), 
investigated; 8:20 p.m.: disturbance 
(Brooks Pond Road), dirt bike/loud 
trucks; 9:12 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 
10:30-10:31 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 11:58 p.m.: disturbance (Lake 
Street), noise complaint; (Total daily 
mv stops – 4).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, MAY 13
10:24 a.m.: domestic disturbance 

(Rawson Street), peace restored; 11:16 
a.m.: restraining order service (Cedar 
Lane), served; 11:51 a.m.: assist cit-
izen (Pine Ridge Drive); 12:31 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
1:01 p.m.: mutual aid (Irene Street, 
Worcester), transported to hospi-
tal; 3:24 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Rawson Street), served; 4:00 
p.m.: summon service (Peter Salem 
Road), served; 4:07 a.m.: welfare check 
(Rawson Street), services rendered; 
4:47 p.m.: lockout (Pleasant Street), 
services rendered; 5:04 p.m.: assist 
other PD (South Main Street), message 
delivered; 5:40 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 6:01 p.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
no action required; 8:12 p.m.: fire 
response (Gleason Way), services ren-
dered; 9:17 p.m.: investigation (Harding 
Street), services rendered; 9:17 p.m.: 
fire response (Main Street), referred; 
9:49 p.m.: welfare check (McCarthy 
Avenue), transported to hospital; 11:39 
p.m.: ambulance (Salminen Drive), 
transported.

FRIDAY, MAY 14
5:53 a.m.: assist citizen (Stafford 

Street); 10:02 a.m.: accident (Main 
Street), assisted; 11:49 a.m.: welfare 
check (Parker Street), services ren-
dered; 12:13 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted; 3:18 p.m.: drug viola-
tion (South Main Street), report taken; 
4:11 p.m.: welfare check (Lake Avenue), 
transported to hospital; 4:12 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
4:15 p.m.: investigation (South Main 
Street), services rendered; 5:46 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Chapel Street); 6:13 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), written warn-
ing; 8:12 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 8:41 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 9:44 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), mv towed; 
10:29 p.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), gone on arrival; 10:40 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Mannville Street), inves-
tigated; 11:53 p.m.: suspicious person 
(Hemlock Street), investigated.

SATURDAY, MAY 15
12:25 a.m.: mv stop (Whittemore 

Street), verbal warning; 1:37 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
7:25 a.m.: residential alarm (Charles 

Street), false alarm; 10:04 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 10:17 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), citation 
issued; 10:32 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), citation issued; 11:02 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
2:24 p.m.: welfare check (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), unable to locate; 
4:46 p.m.: mv stop (Willow Hill Road), 
name and address redacted from 
police log, op w/suspended registra-
tion, uninsured mv, mv towed; 5:12 
p.m.: fire response (Peter Salem Road), 
services rendered; 5:46 p.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), written warning; 
6:05 p.m.: suspicious mv (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 7:51 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Main Street), no action required; 
8:28 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
verbal warning.

SUNDAY, MAY 16
9:24 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

written warning; 9:38 a.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), written warning; 
11:13 a.m.: assist other PD (Stafford 
Street), unable to locate; 12:09 p.m.: 
fire response (Winslow Avenue), ser-
vices rendered; 1:02 p.m.: assist citi-
zen (Pleasant Street); 2:36 p.m.: park-
ing complaint (River Street), spoken 
to; 2:43 p.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), spoken to; 4:19 p.m.: assist 
other PD (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 5:47 p.m.: investigation (McNeil 
Highway), name and address redact-
ed from police log, op w/suspended 
license, criminal application issued; 
8:55 p.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), unable to locate.

MONDAY, MAY 17
8:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-

ten warning; 9:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:37 a.m.: 
assist citizen (Hankey Street), advised 
civil action; 10:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:31 a.m.: erratic 
operator (Ingram Road), spoken to; 3:04 
p.m.: fire response (Watch Street), ser-
vices rendered; 4:10 p.m.: investigation 
(Main Street), services rendered; 4:20 
p.m.: investigation (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 4:30 p.m.: trespassing 
(Mayflower Circle), unable to locate; 
7:26 p.m.: erratic operator (Stafford 
Street), gone on arrival; 8:01 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Siani Road); 8:44 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), no action required; 11:32 
p.m.: welfare check (Sabina Circle), 
unable to locate.

MONDAY, MAY 17
8:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-

ten warning; 9:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:37 a.m.: 
assist citizen (Hankey Street), advised 
civil action; 10:04 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:31 a.m.: erratic 
operator (Ingram Road), spoken to; 3:04 
p.m.: fire response (Watch Street), ser-
vices rendered; 4:10 p.m.: investigation 
(Main Street), services rendered; 4:20 
p.m.: investigation (Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 4:30 p.m.: trespassing 
(Mayflower Circle), unable to locate; 
7:26 p.m.: erratic operator (Stafford 
Street), gone on arrival; 8:01 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Siani Road); 8:44 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), no action required; 11:32 
p.m.: welfare check (Sabina Circle), 
unable to locate.

TUESDAY, MAY 18
5:00 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 5:51 
a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), citation 
issued; 8:50 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 10:03 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), citation 
issued; 10:37 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, speeding, unlicensed 
operation, failure to wear seat belt, 
citation issued; 11:37 a.m.: harass-
ment (Bottomly Avenue), spoken to; 
1:54 p.m.: assist citizen (Pine Street); 
4:47 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 5:04 p.m.: mv stop 
(River Street), written warning; 5:27 
p.m.: mv stop (Baldwin Street), verbal 
warning; 5;38 p.m.: mv stop (Parker 
Street), mv towed; 6;08 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Pleasant Street), spoken to; 
8:02 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:47 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Mulberry Street), no action required; 
9:28 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), spo-
ken to; 11:18 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), transported.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 19
12:33 p.m.: abandoned mv (Carleton 

Road), investigated; 1:48 p.m.: mv stop 
(Peter Salem Road), citation issued; 
3:10 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Waite Street), served; 4:31 p.m.: resi-
dential alarm (Baldwin Street), false 
alarm; 5:03 p.m.: fire response (Main 
Street), services rendered; 5:06 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), no action required; 
5:55 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 6:05 p.m.: investigation 
(Soojians Drive), services rendered; 
6:46 p.m.: residential alarm (Pleasant 
Street), false alarm; 7:12 p.m.: welfare 
check (Collier Avenue), report taken; 
10:21 p.m.: lockout (Soojians Drive), 
services rendered; 10:27 p.m.: accident 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), report 
taken.

POLICE REPORTS

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.Stonebridgepress.com
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 29th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY 
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Masks and Social Distancing Rules will Apply

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, seats Antiques

2012 Sea-Doo Jet Ski GTX 
Limited IS

one owner, excellent condition, 
only 10 hours

$12,000 OBO
Call 508-248-4231

FOR SALE I am looking to 
move into a 
1 Bedroom 
Apartment 
in Webster

or surrounding 
towns. If you have 

an apartment 
 to rent,  

please call  

508-461-6219

FOR SALE

Rototiller 
Rear Tine 

Husqvarna

Excellent condition 

Well maintained,

 runs like new

774-261-0490

Treas urer/ Collector
Town of Charlton

7he )ull-time 7reasurer/&ollector provides high-level financial, administrative and 
technical work involving the receipt of money and the collection of all ta[es due to 
the town. %achelor¶s degree in accounting, finance or related field; a minimum of 

five years¶ e[perience in a municipal supervisory position; or any equivalent  
combination of education and e[perience. 0assachusetts certification as  

7reasurer and 7a[ &ollector preferred, but not required. $bility to become  
bonded. Please see Mob description for complete list of qualifications and  

responsibilities. Salary range: $36.39 – $40.17 hourly depending on qualifications. 
Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources  

no later than May 27, 2021.  
The Town of Charlton  

is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

Outreach Coordinator
Town of Charlton

The Outreach Coordinator performs professional and administrative work in  
communicating programs and services with the Town’s senior population. This is a 
37.5 hour per week benefited position. High School Diploma with some additional 
coursework in Social Work, Human Services or Health Service required along with 

at least 1 year of working with the elderly; or any equivalent combination of  
education and experience. Please see job description for complete list of  
qualifications and responsibilities. Salary range: $20.61hr – $24.93/hr  

depending on qualifications. Please apply online at  
https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources no later than May 27, 2021.  

The Town of Charlton 
 is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

Trailer
For Sale

with enclosed porch 
located at Indian Ranch, 

Webster, site G13. 
Completely furnished.  
All appliances included 
and extras. Refrigerator,  

combo wash/dry,  
A/C, Heat. View at 

www.indianranch.com. 

Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4576.

FOR SALE
AMANA 

Electric Clothes Dryer
Works great and looks like new

$200
Call 508-885-3136 or 860-888-5207

$780 with a month-to-month 
lease signing, first last and  
security deposit required,  
Credit check also required

 NO PETS 
Available May First

Please call 774-230-0878  
leave message

SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
Second �oor 

 Two bedroom apartment  
FOR RENT

Now Hiring: 
Full and 

Part Time Positions 
Lawn work, painting,  

loading/unloading trucks,  
farm work, all around laborer. 

Sturbridge Area. 
High school and college kids 

welcome. 

Call JD 774-415-3800

Handyman / Carpenter
Local manufacturer with full time position 

working in aluminum shop fabricating.  
Will train the right candidate. Must be a 

high school graduate with a valid driver’s 
license able to read a tape measure.

Great career potential. Apply in person at 

82 Huntoon Memorial Highway 
Rochdale MA.

SATURDAY 
MAY 29 

AND 
SUNDAY 
MAY 30

8 Blueberry Way 
 Webster, Ma
9 am - 3 pm 

No Early Birds Please

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

ADVERTISE  Our Ads Get Results. 
Call 508-764-4325

stonebridgepress.com

GOT JUNK?

Avid gardeners know that compost 
can add vital nutrients to soil used in 
gardens, container plants and lawns. 
The fact that compost is so versatile and 
nutrient-dense may not even be its most 
admirable quality. Made from items 
used in and around the house, compost 
costs just about nothing to produce.

The raw materials that make up com-
post come from organic waste. These 
can be disposables from the garden and 
kitchen, as well as other areas around 
the house. According to the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency, yard trimmings and food 
scraps add up to 20 to 30 percent of the 
municipal solid waste in the United 
States. Turning waste into compost not 
only helps the landscape, but also the 
planet.

Compost is relatively easy to make, 
and there are scores of materials that 
can be put into compost. But it is just 
as essential to know which ingredients 
cannot be used in compost.

Okay for compost
Most organic materials, or items that 

were once living, can be used in com-
post. Plant-based items used in cook-
ing, such as potato peelings, carrot 
skins, banana peels, cocoa hulls, coffee 
grounds and filters, corn cobs, apple 
cores, egg shells, fruit peels, kelp, and 
nut shells, can be added to compost.

Other items from around the house, 
like unused kitty litter, hair, shred-
ded newspapers and cardboard, leaves, 
flowers, paper, pine needles, ashes, and 
sawdust, can be successfully added to 
compost. Stick to items that are not 
treated heavily with chemicals.

Should not be used in compost
Inorganic and non-biodegradable 

materials cannot go into compost. 
These are items like plastic, glass, alu-
minum foil, and metal. Pressure-treated 
lumber, although a natural material, 
is treated with preservatives and often 
pesticides that can be harmful if they 
leech into the garden.

The small-gardening resource 
Balcony Garden Web indicates coat-
ed or glossy printed papers, such as 
those from catalogs, magazines, wrap-
ping paper, marketing materials, and 
business cards, should not be added to 
compost piles because of the chemicals 
and inks used in these pages. 

Planet Natural Research Center says 
to avoid pet droppings from dogs and 
cats. Animal products like bones, but-
ter, milk, fish skins, and meat, may 
decompose and start to smell foul. 
Maggots, parasites, pathogens, and 
other microorganisms can form in the 
compost. These materials also may 
attract flies and scavenger animals. 
Plus, they decompose very slowly.

Any personal hygiene products 
should be avoided because they are 
tainted by human fluids and that can 
pose a health risk.

While weeds are not harmful in com-
post piles, there is the risk that seeds 
can germinate and then infiltrate gar-
den beds when the compost is used. The 

same can be said for tomato plants and 
some other hardy fruits and vegetables.

Compost is a winner in the garden 
and around the landscape. Learning 
which ingredients can and can’t be 
added to compost piles is useful for any 
gardener.  

What can and cannot 
be composted
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508-885-3861
16 Hastings Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

mdgurkphd3@verizon.net

Healthy Mind  
Healthy Family

Licensed psychologist provider

Licensed marriage and family therapist

41 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPENCER 
AREA FAMILIES, ALL AGES

NOW AVAILABLE NEW FLEXIBLE
AND OPEN SCHEDULE

Dr. Mitchell D. Gurk Ph.D.
BCPC
DplmtMost insurance accepted

Celebrating 41 Years

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

For ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving the 
Community for 
Over 40 Years

So� Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard  

Ice Cream
Specializing in Fresh 

Fried Seafood

OPEN 

MEMORIAL DAY

3rd Annual ABC’s of the Seasons ~Spring Edition

ACROSS
2. Treat Your Yard Before They Take Over
7. Best Sales Experience
8. Balance Transfer
12. Usdot# 2407387
13. We Can Save You Time And Money!
15. Help Wanted, Real Estate, Legals
16. Save You Money On Your Energy Bill
19. Great Gifts For Mothers Day
21. Quality Content
22. Weber Grills
23. Beautifying America One Vehicle At A Time
24. I’ll Beat Any Of My Competitors Prices
25. Arborcoat
DOWN
1. ....flowers that will last a lifetime
3. Come work for us!
4. Salon & Spa
5. New patients welcome
6. Use promo code palmer123
9. Always going the extra mile for our customers
10. Fresh local eggs
11. Grove & Main
14. Family owned and operated since 1967
17. AAA Roadside Assistance
18. Patient first, goal oriented
20. 15 Years...experience

We hope you enjoyed our 3rd Annual ABC’s of the Season Spring 
crossword puzzle. The randomly chosen winner of all the correct 
entries for a $25 gift card is Janet A. of Southbridge.

Please continue to support these and all of your local businesses. Our 
next ABC’s of the Seasons will be our Summer Edition, coming out on 
July 30. 

Thank you to all the ABC businesses and to those who completed our 
puzzle! If you would like a letter for our next ABC Page, please contact 
your sales representative to see what is available.

June 
Spencer New Leader,  
Charlton Villager, Auburn News, 
Blackstone Valley Tribune
508-909-4062

Mikaela 
Southbridge New,  
Sturbridge Villager,  
Webster Times 
508-909-4126508-909-4062 508-909-4126

Take the stress o�, Let us do the cooking! 
Stop in or check out our website for  

Graduation Packages available.
Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Stop in or check out our website for 

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Have a  
Graduate? 

Planning a Party?

DUDLEY — Meghan Bowen of Spencer 
receives the award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Hospitality 
Management. Nichols College hosted 
commencement ceremonies for both 
the class of 2021 and 2020. The class of 
2020 was celebrated on May 16.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a college of choice 

for business and leadership education 
as a result of its distinctive career-fo-
cused and leadership-based approaches 
to learning, both in and out of the class-
room, and through impactful research 
and professional education. Students 
thrive in a learning and living environ-
ment that is supported by an experien-
tial business curriculum and a strong 

liberal arts foundation aimed at trans-
forming them into tomorrow’s leaders. 
Nichols also offers master’s degrees in 
business, leadership, accounting, and 
counterterrorism, as well as a range of 
certificate programs, to promote career 
advancement for today’s professionals.

Meghan Bowen of Spencer receives award 
at Nichols College commencement

DUDLEY — Adam Phillips of 
Brookfield receives the Trustees’ 
Award at the Nichols College class of 
2021 commencement ceremony hosted 
Saturday, May 15.

The Trustees’ Award is awarded to 
the student who earned the best overall 
acheivement.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a college of choice 

for business and leadership education 
as a result of its distinctive career-fo-
cused and leadership-based approaches 

to learning, both in and out of the class-
room, and through impactful research 
and professional education. Students 
thrive in a learning and living environ-
ment that is supported by an experien-
tial business curriculum and a strong 
liberal arts foundation aimed at trans-
forming them into tomorrow’s leaders. 
Nichols also offers master’s degrees in 
business, leadership, accounting, and 
counterterrorism, as well as a range of 
certificate programs, to promote career 
advancement for today’s professionals.

Adam Phillips of Brookfield 
receives award at Nichols 
College commencement 
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STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Docks & Lifts of New England  

Docks • Boat Li�s • Canopies Accessories • Swim Ra�s • Staircases

www.docksofnewengland.com

O�ce
87 Lake Shore Drive

 West Brook�eld, MA 01585  
413-530-1344

SECTIONAL DOCK

™ CLASSIC DOCK

™ ROLL-A-DOCK






FLOATING DOCK



FLOATING LIFT VERTICAL LIFT HYDRAULIC LIFT CANTILEVER LIFT

STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Boat Lifts & Docks
Hewitt dock styles and layouts provide a perfect fit.

Lifts perfectly sized and equipped to protect your watercraft.

Display
242 W. Main Steet,

 East Brook�eld, MA 01515  
774-232-7763

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Brown • Blue • Blush • Purple 

• Red • White • Lt Gray 
• Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone  
• Drainage Stone • Title V Sand 
• Presby Sand • Concrete Sand  

• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 
• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Crushed Asphalt 
• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

SELF PICK-UP OR CALL  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
DELIVERY TODAY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

ASPHALT PLANT 
IS NOW OPEN

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Where Everyone Goes For Their 
Piece Of The Earth!

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

788 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4794

389 Main Street, Spencer 
508-885-3560

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

10-11” Hanging Baskets 

2 for $30
or $17.99 ea.

6” 
Geraniums 
4 for 

$26.00
or $6.99 ea.

12” 
Geraniums 
2 for 

$40.00 
or $24.00 ea.

Our Family, Protecting Yours. 
for over 40 Years!

• Home
• Auto
• Business
• Life
• Free  
 Registry Service

DAVID F.

KELLEY
INSURANCE AGENCY
                                      INC.

154 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
p: (508) 885-3794 
f: (508) 885-0279
e:  davejr@davidkelleyins.com
w: www.davidkelleyins.com

OPEN MEMORIAL DAY 
10-7

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week! www.stonebridgepress.news
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