
Bringing the stars 
to the people
LIBRARY HIGHLIGHTS

WEBB TELESCOPE LAUNCH

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTHBRIDGE — To Dino Tata and Jim 
Zebrowski, looking toward the future means look-
ing at the past – the very, very distant past. That 
means they’re excited by the scheduled Dec. 18 
launch of  the Webb Telescope, which will enable 
astronomers to see events closer to the Big Bang 
than they now can.

“It’s not the replacement for Hubble, it’s the suc-
cessor to Hubble,” Tata told about 20 people at Jacob 
Edwards Library last Thursday. He and Zebrowski 
are both members of  the Aldrich Astronomical 
Society and regional NASA Ambassadors, volun-
teers aiming to bring the stars to the people.

Most people have heard of  the Hubble Telescope, 
which has been in orbit for nearly 31 years (despite 
having been planned just for 10). It has given human-
ity such famous visible light images as the Hubble 
Deep Fields, a look at an areas of  space that seem to 
us to be empty, but are in reality laden with galaxies. 
Some are more than 10 billion years old. 

Webb’s goal is to build on those discoveries.
The European Space Agency’s Hubble page (esa-

hubble.org) summarizes why Webb is needed. “For 
very distant objects, their light is shifted so far that 
they drop out of  the visible spectrum altogether, 
and can only be seen in infrared light,” it states. 
“This means that the Hubble Ultra Deep Field can-
not be improved on by building a more sensitive 
optical telescope — Hubble has reached the limit of  
what is possible in visible light.”

“People think we’ll go 
right to the moment of  the 
Big Bang, but not quite,” 
Zebrowski said. 

Instead, the telescope is 
designed to pick up infra-
red and x-ray images from 
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IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  
Pressroom help needed

Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for full-time press helpers, 

 and also a lead press
operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WRENTHAM — 
Without an elite top 
runner like Emma 
Sullivan, Rebekah 
James, Julianna Schultz 
and/or Stella Worters 
from year’s past, the 
Shepherd Hill Regional 
girls’ cross-country 
program relied on one 
another, one through 
seven, to carve out their 
own niche and become 
a solid team. The Rams 
did just that, qualify-
ing for the Division 1 
State Championships, 
which were run 
at the Wrentham 
Developmental Center 
on Saturday, Nov. 20.

And Shepherd Hill 
produced a 21st place 

team finish, led by 
Emery Mullen crossing 
the finish line in 30th 
place of  the 185 runners 
that completed the 3.1-
mile 5K trek.

“I am as proud as 
ever,” explained head 
coach Nicole Fossas. 
“Last week [at the State 
qualifying meet] when 
they raced, I knew it 
was going to be tight and 
tough. We had seven on 
the line for the first time 
all year. I’m pumped.”

Injuries limited the 
Rams all season long, 
but it only made the 
team stronger. And it 
showed at States, with 
each of  the five runners 
performing well under 
stressful conditions.

“They know there’s 

no room for error,” said 
Fossas. “It’s going to be 
packed out there, and 
you’ve got to be mentally 
prepared. You’ve got to 
do it when you’re in the 
middle of  chaos.”

Mullen (19:11.7), Grace 
Bateman (105th place, 
20:11.4) and Karlee 
White (124th, 20:28.5) 
all set personal records 
at the meet. The other 
Shepherd Hill runners 
were Anna Thomas 
(171st, 21:44.8) and 
Rachel Zannotti (176th, 
22:16.0).

Three Shepherd Hill 
boys also competed in 
their Division 1 State 
Championship race as 
individuals. Bronson 

STURBRIDGE — Once 
again, Country Bank and 
Old Sturbridge Village 
are teaming up to ensure 
Thanksgiving meals are 
provided to those who 
need a little help cele-
brating Thanksgiving 
this year. The bank’s 
non-profit partners 
shared that they are see-
ing an increased need for 
food assistance as prices 
continue to rise and that 
more and more people 
are needing support.

Paul Scully, President 
and CEO of  Country 
Bank wanted to dou-
ble its efforts this year 

and provide 1,500 meals 
to those needing assis-
tance spanning from 
Springfield to Worcester. 
On Wednesday, 
November 24th, the 
team from Country 
Bank will deliver 1,500 
free meals that were 
prepared and assembled 
by the culinary team at 
Old Sturbridge Village 
including a full turkey 
dinner with all the sides 
and apple pie for dessert.

Meals will be delivered 
to St. Johns Food for 
the Poor, YWCA, Abby’s 
House, Veterans Inc., 

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – 
After almost an hour 
of  debate, voters in 
Charlton approved a Tax 
Incremental Financing 
(TIF) agreement with 
Amazon that project rep-
resentatives said was a 
crucial piece of  the com-
pany’s plans to build a 
$300 million robotics 
sorting warehouse at 53 
Sturbridge Rd.

Around 386 voters filed 
into the special town meet-
ing on Monday, Nov. 15, 
and while several items 

Nick Ether

Shepherd Hill’s Emery Mullen

Shepherd Hill, Tantasqua take part in
 Cross Country State Championships

Turn To CHAMPIONSHIPS page     A13

Turn To MEALS page     A13

Turn To AMAZON page     A14Turn To STARS page     A13

Country Bank, Old Sturbridge Village 
deliver Thanksgiving meals to those in need
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Charlton voters approve Amazon TIF Agreement

Jason Bleau

Brad Griggs of Amazon addresses citizens before a town vote concerning a TIF agreement 
between the company and Charlton.



STURBRIDGE — Sturbridge 
Conservation’s 12th Annual Winter 
Tree Scavenger Hunt at Heins Farm, 
200 Leadmine Rd., from Dec. 1 through 

Jan. 20.
Walk the beautiful Heins Farm 

trails any time from Dec. 1 through 
Jan. 20 while discovering your favorite 

decorated winter tree!
Find a decorated tree, take a selfie 

with the tree, and post it on the town of  
Sturbridge Recreation Department’s 

Facebook page, or e-mail it to ecar-
son@sturbridge.gov. Submit your pho-
tos no later than Thursday, Jan. 20 to 
be included in Grand Prize drawing. 
Winners will be drawn at the Jan. 27 
Conservation Commission meeting.

Families or other small groups 
can submit entries as a “team.” We 
encourage family participation, but 
primary participants should be under 
the age of  13.

Special thanks to town staff  and 
local community groups for decorat-
ing our trees! For more information 
about this free event, please call the 
Conservation Department at (508) 347-
2506.

Winter Tree Scavenger Hunt kicks off Dec. 1
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100’S OF DEALS!

BAY PATH REGIONAL
VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL 

2022/2023 Annual House Building Project 

Applications are now being accepted from anyone interested in having a house 
built in one of our 10 member communities. 

Deadline for applications:  1/3/22 @ 2:30 PM 

Interested applicants should call Peggi Corsi at (508) 248-5971, Ext. 1700 
or email to mcorsi@baypath.net for an application and guidelines. 

Visit our website at www.baypath.net to view pictures of houses built. 

Member Communities are:  Auburn, Charlton, Dudley, North Brookfield, 
Oxford, Paxton, Rutland, Southbridge, Spencer and Webster.  

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp.1/31/22

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Pint Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 17
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Casual 
Waterfront Dining 
on Lake Lashaway

Give The Gift Of 
Delicious Food & Drink

A Dining Gift Card from 308 Lakeside will delight 
anyone on your list! Great for stocking stuffers too! 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333  308 lakeside.com

Gift 
Certificate

Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9. Closed Mon.
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

The Framer’s Gallery
Heritage Mall • 567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 508-832-6111

framersgalleryma.com
Hours: Monday-�ursday 9-6; Fri 9-5 • Saturday by Appointment • Sunday Closed 

We have handmade gi�s from local artists
We have a variety of 

readymade frames, prints, 
pottery and wooden bowls 

from local artists.

Fine Craftsmanship • Experienced Designers • Custom Framing 
Outstanding Print Selection • Photo Restoration

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD
OPENING DAY: Nov 26th!

Courtesy of Hyde Tool Inc.

All We Know 
Is
Local

StonebridgePress.com



New dropoff locations added for 
Cops N Kids N Lions 

Steve Ide Memorial Toy Drive 
SOUTHBRIDGE — Five new drop-off  locations have been added. Here is the 

list of  all locations where new, unwrapped, non-violent toys may be donated 
from Nov. 22 through Dec. 29:   

Cornerstone Bank
Big Bunny 
Southbridge Hotel and Conference Center Savers Bank 
The Italian Cub
Savers Bank
Southbridge and Sturbridge Police Departments 
Southbridge Fire Department
Harrington Hospital
Southbridge Town Hall 
All Southbridge Credit Union locations

Also, monetary donations can be made at any Southbridge Credit Union 
location or with any Southbridge Lions member.  Checks should be made out 
to Southbridge Lions Toys Program. 

Contact us for sponsorship or donation opportunities at copsnkids@southbridge-
mass.org.

Please help us bring Christmas joy to deserving children in our area.

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton voters eas-
ily approved a series of  capital items 
during a special town meeting on 
Monday, Nov. 17 including items to 
support first responders in town.

As part of  Article 5 on the special 
meeting warrant voters addressed nine 
expenditures with individual votes 
with all money coming from free cash. 
In total, $1.14 million was approved to 
support several projects including a 
variety of  vehicle purchases and tech-
nology upgrades. The Charlton Fire 
Department was the beneficiary of  the 
first motion in the article earmarking 
$100,000 for improvement to Station 
1. Fire Chief  Ed Knopf  clarified that 
the work won’t actually be “improve-
ments,” but rather “repairs” to the 
aging structure.

“Included in that is replacement of  
all windows on the first floor which are 
either broken or not even in the win-
dow. They’ve been boarded up. It also 
includes siding that has been ripped 
off  and facia that has been damaged. 
Also included is first floor bathroom 
renovations, rear gutters, the exteri-
or needs to be painted, and security 
systems need to be installed,” said the 
Chief  Knopf. 

The motion was approved by vot-
ers as was a $10,000 expenditure to 
invest in replacement turnout gear 
for the department as the final item 
of  Article 5. The fire department also 
received approval in the following arti-

cle, Article 6, for a $425,000 truck to 
replace Tanker 2 later in the night.

The police department benefitted 
from two approvals in Article 5, a 
$200,000 expenditure for police station 
improvements and $200,000 to bring 
three new cruisers to the force. 

When speaking on the repairs needed 
to his department, Police Chief  Daniel 
Dowd said, “Most of  these improve-
ments are going to go towards the 
HVAC and heating system. Currently 
it’s about thirty years old. We have ceil-
ing leaks because of  it and because of  
renovations inside of  the building the 
airflow isn’t proper a this point in time 
as well as some sewer pipes that are 
leaking. We’d like to get ahead of  that.”

One of  the more contentious issues 
in Article 5 was a motion for $250,000 for 
improvements on Little Nugget Dam 
for $250,000, a town-owned dam. Phil 
Cyr, a citizen of  Partridge Hill Road 
questioned how this differed from dam 
work at the South Charlton Reservoir 
and Prindle Pond where citizens paid 
betterments to the town for the work. 
Town Administrator Andrew Golas 
stated he couldn’t speak to the prior 
votes that were taken but stated it was 
“specifically to the manner of  which it 
was passed at town meeting” and the 
“decided to take a different approach” 
with the Little Nugget Dam. Cyr asked 
if  residents would be able to come 
back to the town to request a refund of  
their betterments to which Golas stat-
ed that the dams are not owned by the 
town. Charlton Conservation Director 
Angela Panaccione confirmed that the 

town owns at least the South Charlton 
Reservoir Dam but stressed the dif-
ferences between that damn and the 
Little Nugget Dam.

“Little Nugget is only 12.86 acres, 
South Charlton Reservoir is 207 acres. 
Little Nugget also has only 27 home 
residents, many of  which are season-
al rental properties/ South Charlton 
Reservoir has over 200 home residents. 
I’m not sure why it was done with the 
betterment in the past. If  the Little 
Nugget Residents had to pay a better-
ment it would be exorbitant in num-
bers. The reason why we are pursuing 
the improvements is because in 2018 
was classified as a significant hazard 
as a medium size dam and the town 
funded an emergency action plan,” 
said Panaccione. 

Cyr responded noting that the Little 
Nugget Damn itself  is smaller than 
the reservoir dam and that the reser-
voir dam was also classified as a high 
hazard damn. He left it at that but 
stated citizens may have more to say in 
the future. Citizens went on to approve 
the motion.

Another item discussed was tech-
nology improvements that will cost 
$100,000. Voters approved the motion 
which will support a revolving fund 
the town invests in each year to sup-
port replacements and upgrades to 
computers and security updates. 
Voters also approved the purchase of  
three news trucks, a dump truck and a 
pick-up truck for the highway depart-
ment and a new truck for cemetery 
upkeep.
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CHARLTON — As we approach the 
countdown to the holidays, Charlton 
City UMC cordially invites the sur-
rounding communities to participate 
in our annual Silent Auction. Get your 
wish list ready and head on over to 
our virtual auction event, going live 
Sunday, Nov. 28 through Saturday, Dec. 
4 (until 2 p.m.)! BiddingOwl.com will 
host this year’s auction, as it does for 
so many wonderful charity organiza-
tions

Among the wide selection of  items 
available for bidding, Pastor John 
Lucy (of  CCUMC) knows that his 
son, Sebastian, is keeping a watchful 
eye on festive items like this Cycling 
Santa, a 22-inch self-propelled “Mr. 
Christmas” who entertains with LED 
lights and an impressive repertoire 
of  24 sing-along carols. Danielle Lucy, 
our Auction Coordinator, is looking 
forward to bidding on the doTERRA 
Essential Oil Bundle, the “Chocolate 
Dreams basket, and the Digital Air 
Fryer!

Proceeds this year will benefit the 
Charlton REAS (Residential Energy 
Assistance for Seniors) Foundation, 
who assists senior citizens at risk of  
not meeting their winter heating/cool-
ing costs. This volunteer organization 
relies solely on the generous dona-
tions of  local businesses, fundraiser 

events, and individuals to help serve 
Charlton’s most vulnerable popula-
tion.

New items are listed daily - check 
out our growing list in advance 

at http://bit.ly/CharltonCity. Charlton 
City UMC hopes you will join us, help 
raise money for a worthy cause, and 
cross items off  of  your holiday shop-
ping list!

The holidays are coming to Charlton!
THE SOUTHBRIDGE NEWS IS COMMITTED TO ACCURACY IN

ALL ITS NEWS REPORTS. ALTHOUGH NUMEROUS SAFEGUARDS
ARE IN PLACE TO ENSURE ACCURATE REPORTING, MISTAKES
CAN OCCUR.

CONFIRMED FACT ERRORS WILL BE CORRECTED ON IN A TIMELY
MANNER.

IF YOU FIND A MISTAKE, CALL (508)909-4106 OR
EMAIL NEWS@STONEBRDIGEPRESS.NEW, EXT. 130 DURING
NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS. AFTER 5 P.M., PRESS FOR THE
NEWSROOM HOTLINE.

ACCURACY 
WATCH

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 12/31/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

Book your Holiday Parties! Function Rooms 
for Any Size Party 10-250 Guests

REAL ESTATE

SOUTHBRIDGE
$515,000, 913 Eastford Rd, 

Koo, Hib, and Koo, Nisakone, to 
Hansmar, Douglas S, and Hansmar, 
Tiffany.

$410,000, 364 Hamilton St, Nault, 
Roger H, and Nault, Alice E, to Y2G 
LLC.

$245,000, 161 Everett St, Alicea, 
Amelia, to Hernandez, Maribel.

$175,000, 1107 Dennison Dr, 
Prince, Barry W, to Laplante, 
Christopher L, and Potter, Heather.

$98,000, 236 Dennison Dr, Bessette, 
Richard E, and Bessette, Jessica, to 
Manh Home Buyers LLC.

Pintastic Pinball 
and Game Room 

Expo proudly 
welcomes Project 

Pinball charity 
STURBRIDGE — Pintastic Pinball 

and Game Room Expo returns to the 
Sturbridge Host Hotel and Conference 
Center Nov. 18-21. The family-friendly 
event includes over one hundred free-
play pinball and arcade games, pinball 
tournaments, a Vendor Hall for games 
and parts, seminars, and a live band 
performance Saturday night. Joining 
in the fun and festivities, will be the 
amazingly dedicated team of  Project 
Pinball Charity.

Pintastic Pinball and Game Room 
Expo is a proud sponsor of  Project 
Pinball Charity as their designated 
charitable organization. Project Pinball 
Charity is a 501(c)(3) non-profit orga-
nization that places pinball machines 
in children’s hospitals and Ronald 
McDonald Houses nationwide. Since 
2011, Project Pinball Charity has placed 
57 pinball machines in 53 different chil-
dren’s hospitals and Ronald McDonald 
Houses in 25 different states.

Providing recreational relief  to 
patients, family members, and hospital 
staff, Project Pinball Charity covers all 
cost and regular maintenance for the 
machines. Fundraising stays within 
the region where it is collected; so all 
funds collected during Pintastic Pinball 
and Game Room Expo this weekend 
will stay in the New England area. 
Project Pinball Charity is working with 
a multitude of  different children’s hos-
pitals and Ronald McDonald Houses 
across the country. They will be placing 
more pinball machines throughout the 
Northeast in the next few years.

Representatives from Project Pinball 
Charity will be in attendance and have 
a space in the Vendor Hall. Anyone 
with any contacts in children’s hos-
pitals, Ronald McDonald House or 
other medical center, are encouraged 
to reach out to Project Pinball Charity 
at projectpinballcharity@gmail.com or 
visit their website for more informa-
tion: Projectpinball.org.

Pintastic Pinball and Game Room 
Expo has been proud to welcome and 
partner with Project Pinball Charity 
for all of  the Expo’s six shows and 
seven years. Pintastic attendees have 
been generous contributors to Project 
Pinball Charity in previous years. Both 
organizations hope the same will be 
true for all future events.

Charlton voters approve 
$1.14 million in capital projects



WORCESTER — For the 
past 36 years, Quinsigamond 
Community College has part-
nered with leaders in the Latinx 
community to honor the area’s 
Latinx youth. This year, during 
a virtual ceremony, the annu-
al Hispanics Achieving and 
Celebrating Excellence (HACE) 
event awarded 33 Worcester and 
Southbridge high school Latinx 
students with scholarships that 
ranged from $350 - $450 to assist 
them on their path to a success-
ful future.

The HACE awards honor 
those students who have 
excelled in arts, academics, 
athletics, community service, 
leadership and civic/political 
engagement.

“I look forward to the HACE 
Awards every year. It is a trib-
ute to the best and brightest 
young people in the Central 
Massachusetts Hispanic com-
munity, and the scholarship 
money provided by the Awards 
is a jumpstart for each recipient 
to achieve their dreams. I have 
no doubt that these students 
will be leaders in business, 
sports, academic achievement, 
and public service in the years 
to come,” said Sen. Harriette 
L. Chandler, HACE Committee 
member since 1985.

Keynote speaker for the 
event was Ivette Olmeda, who 
addressed this year’s HACE 
theme, “Stronger Together.” 
She discussed the dispropor-
tionate impact the pandemic 
has on the Latinx population 
and the power of  working 
together to persevere through 
these challenging times.

“Sometimes when bad things 
happen in our life, they put us 
on the path to the best things 
that will ever happen to us,” 
she said.

Chairing the annual event 
since 2006 was QCC’s Director 
of  Community Engagement, 
Déborah L. González, Ph.D.

“For 36 years, HACE has lift-
ed and encouraged our local 
Latinx youth to be the best ver-
sion of  themselves, to aspire to 
fulfilling futures, and to achieve 
the highest of  their potential,” 
Dr. Gonzalez said, telling the 
student award winners, “This 
year was a test of  your resilien-
cy...continue on your path with 

resiliency and hope. You made 
history going through the chal-
lenging times in this century.”

Southbridge High School 
HACE award winner Aaliyah 
Aponte summed up her 
thoughts on this year’s theme.

“Stronger together means to 
me taking the time to honor one 
another and communicate with 
each other...that through all 
obstacles or any circumstances 
we may face, together, we can 
make the impossible possible,” 
she said.

Three students were also hon-
ored with special awards:

·         Olga López-Hill 
Community Leadership Award 
winner: QCC student Merari 
Alvarado. This $600 scholarship 
is available to QCC students 
who plan to continue their edu-
cation at Quinsigamond or to 
transfer to another educational 
institution.

·         Marlyn Reyes Memorial 
Community Leadership Award 
winner: Southbridge High 
School student Yarelis Diaz.

·         Dolly Vázquez Cultural 
Award winner: Nathaniel 
Hernandez, Arts/Music Police 
Partnership.

QCC President Luis G. 
Pedraja, Ph.D. closed the event 
with words of  inspiration and 
hope to the students.

“Learn from your hardships. 
It’s going to make you stronger. 
It’s going to define your char-
acter and it’s going to shape 
you into the person you will 
become. I know you will be 
wonderful...a great person and 
a great leader in our communi-
ty,” he said, adding, “Thank you 
to the amazing HACE sponsors 
and volunteers. Your support 
and commitment to our Latinx 
youth is an investment in our 
economy and our collective 
future.”

2021 HACE Scholarship 
Recipients:

·         Nairim Cespedes Rivan, 
University Park Campus School

·         Katherine Farfan Picon, 
South High Community High 
School

·         Ashley Gonzalez, 
Burncoat Senior High School

·         Ivori Hidalgo, Bancroft 
School

·         Nicole Quinones, North 
High School

·         Ailany Rivas, Claremont 

Academy
·         Karla Rodriguez, 

Southbridge High School
·         Bernard Santos, 

Bancroft School
·         Marcy Suarez, Saint 

Paul Diocesan High School
·         Madeline Zafon-Whalen, 

Doherty Memorial High School
·         Aailyah Aponte, 

Southbridge High School
·         Raven Falcon, North 

High School
·         Jasmarie Henriquez, 

Worcester Technical High 
School

·         Nathaniel Hernandez, 
Arts/Music Police Partnership

·         Seleniz Matias, Doherty 
Memorial High School

·         Erika Morales Lopez, 
Worcester Technical High 
School

·         Elizabeth Nivar 
Chavarria, Claremont Academy

·         Stephanie Ribeiro, 
Burncoat Senior High School

·         Nicole Duran Rodriguez, 
North High School

·         Ana Giraldo, Worcester 
Technical High School

·         Victor Manuel 
Canenguez, University Park 
Campus School

·         Maria Panta, Burncoat 
Senior High School

·         Zaylee Ramos, Saint 
Paul Diocesan High School

·         Cristina L. Rodriguez 
Velez, Claremont Academy

·         Michael Vazquez 
Guaman, Doherty Memorial 
High School

·         Erickson Adon Suero, 
University Park Campus School

·         Yarelis Diaz, Southbridge 
High School

·         Jailimar Montanez, 
Abby Kelley Foster Charter 
Public School

·         Rafael Muniz, North 
High School

·         Ella Rivera, South High 
Community School

·         Corey Rondeau, Saint 
Paul Diocesan High School

·         Nicole Sarmiento, 
Doherty Memorial High School

·         Paula Sofia Sierra 
Vargas, Burncoat Senior High 
School

For more information 
about QCC, contact Karen 
Hutner, Interim Director of  
Institutional Communications 
at 508-854-2842 or khutner@qcc.
mass.edu.

Charlton police will no longer 
be classified as civil servants

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton’s police officers will be removed from civil service after voters overwhelm-
ingly supported a motion during a Nov. 15 special town meeting, where the town’s police chief  argued 
the move was supported by the union and was in line with a statewide trend to change how officers 
can be hired.

Charlton had previously removed the police chief  position from civil service in 2019; however, 
voters overwhelmingly decided not to remove the lieutenant position from civil service at that same 
meeting. Since then, Charlton has hired a new chief  and utilized an assessment center in seeking 
candidates for the available lieutenant post. The approval of  Article 10 on the special town meet-
ing warrant now means that all officers, regardless of  rank, will be exempt from the provisions of  
Chapter 31 of  the General Laws, defined as Civil Service.

Police Chief  Daniel Dowd was asked about the impact this would have, positively or negatively, on 
the town and the department. 

“The union is behind this. They would like to leave civil service. I have no issue with them leaving 
civil service. It seems to be the trend right now. The benefits are it makes hiring and promoting easier 
because we don’t have go through an archaic method,” Dowd said.

Dowd added that the state is getting rid of  civil service “through attrition” and discussed the fac-
tors that, in his eyes, make the process antiquated including the limits of  only being able to test once 
a year and the potential for nobody to pass making it harder for positions to be filled. The town is also 
generally required to hire the candidate deemed most qualified through the exam rather than who 
they believe is the best candidate. 

“As the law has changed basically all the rights that civil service afforded employees previously 
have now been incorporated into (other) laws,” said Dowd. “The officers feel with the changes that 
have taken place that they feel safe and comfortable doing this. I’m able to look at agencies for lateral 

transfers. I’m able to look to neigh-
boring towns that aren’t civil service. 
I can now hire them. I wasn’t able to 
hire them because they weren’t civil 
service before. It opens up the applicant 
pool. It puts the testing in the town’s 
hands, they can change things, they 
can look for different qualities. I can’t 
do that through civil service. It’s stan-
dard throughout the state – It would 
just give the town more options in my 
opinion.”

Voters overwhelmingly approved the 
article in a 307-52 decision.
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Ruth Wells 
Center hosting 

Pop Up 
Holiday Sale

SOUTHBRIDGE — The Ruth Wells Center for the Arts 
is sponsoring a Pop Up Holiday Sale on Saturday, Nov. 

27, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at 111 Main St. 
in Southbridge. 

The sale will fea-
ture 15 vendors, raf-
fles, refreshments 
and the opportuni-
ty to support local 
business. Holiday 
decorations, jew-
elry, soap, fudge, 
quilts, gifts, records 
and a variety of  
items suitable for 
all will be on dis-
play. Come down 
to the Ruth Wells 
Center for unique 
holiday shopping. 
Support local busi-
nesses.

36th Annual HACE Awards 
inspire next generation of leaders

ALMANAC

OPEN TO CLOSE

TOWN HALL

Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

JACOB EDWARDS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 11/19/21 was $2.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.50
50-75......... $3.25
75-150 ....... $2.85
150-300..... .$2.55

300-500........ $2.35
500 PLUS...... $2.20
Duel Fuel...... $3.50
Drop off Tanks..$3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

Cormier Jewelers
Central St. Southbridge (508) 764-7415

Bring this ad in and receive 
an extra 5% on your gold

WE BUY GOLD

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
screen print and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner, 

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Are you invested 
properly? Get a 
second Opinion.

MKT-5894K-A

Jeff Burdick, an Edward Jones financial advisor 
in Sturbridge, is supporting both a 

Thanksgiving can drive and Toys for Tots
by using his office as a drop-off location for a 

canned goods and unwrapped toys drive.

Canned items in need are stuffing mix, 
cranberry sauce, gravy, pickles, canned

 vegetables, canned fruit, and instant potatoes.

Residents may help support this effort by 
bringing in items to the Edward Jones branch 

office during the hours of 9am-4pm from 
November 8th to December 9th. The branch 

address 419 Main St, Sturbridge Mass.

Thanksgiving
Can Drive

“A safe place to keep your stuff”

New • Affordable 
Clean • Modern

Your own access code for safety
Bridgewood Storage Units

66 Ashland Ave
 Southbridge, MA 01550

Reserve your unit 
www.BridgewoodStorge.com

508-868-7139 / 508-450-9209

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

Friday, Nov. 12
3:05 PM – Took 

report of  identity theft, 
Mechanic St.

4:34 PM – Logged suspi-
cious activity, Larochelle 
Way.

5:55 PM – Logged 
soliciting complaint, 
Lebanon Hill.

9:32 PM – Call com-
plaining about an 
unwanted person on 
Hamilton St led to the 
arrest of  a homeless 
man, Lucas Hale, 56, for 
trespassing.

Saturday, Nov. 13
5:52 AM – Rendered 

services for drug over-
dose at hotel.

12:45 PM –  Traffic stop 
on Worcester St led to 
local man getting a sum-
mons for driving after 
suspension.

1:11 PM – Another stop 
on Worcester St led to 
a Berlin man getting a 
summons for driving 
after suspension.

1:18 PM – Another 
stop on Pleasant St led 
to the arrest of  Meghan 
Kenneway, 21, of  33 
Edwards St on warrants 
for trafficking in hero-
in/fentanyl and failure 
to appear in court.

Sunday, Nov. 14
11:24 PM – Took report 

of  lost property at sta-
tion.

1:09 PM – An officer 
wanted call led to a 
15-year-old being arrest-
ed on two counts of  lar-
ceny under $1200.

3:49 PM –  Responded 
to larceny, Main St.

10:01 PM – Responded 
to trespassing, Marcy St

Monday, Nov. 15
12:47 AM – Logged 

suspicious activity at 

Westville Dam.
7:20 AM – Incident at 

Cumberland Farms led 
to a local man getting 
a summons for shoplift-
ing.

4:17 PM – Investigated 
car theft, Hamilton St.

4:30 PM –  Responded 
to fraud complaint, 
Mechanic St.

5:11 PM –  Responded 
to trespassing, Dresser 
St.

6:46 PM – Responded 
to threats, River St.

Tuesday, Nov. 16
6:53 AM –  Logged 

threat complaint, Arland 
Drive.

9:07 AM – Incident at 
Cumberland Farms led 
to a local man getting 
a summons for shoplift-
ing.

9:17 AM – Investigated 
unattended death, 
Lebanon Hill.

12:54 PM – Investigated 
identity theft, Charlton 
St.

2:24 PM – Traffic stop 
led to arrest of  Anthony 
Morales, 25, of  270 
Mechanic St #1, for driv-
ing after suspension.

8:13 PM – Rendered 
services for general fire 
call, Elm St.

11:23 PM – Rendered 
services for landlord/
tenate dispute, Village 
Drive.

Wednesday, Nov. 17
3:45 AM – Renderes 

services for intoxicated 
person, Redstone Court.

2:13 PM –  Logged lar-
ceny report for future 
reference, Elm St.

3:20 PM – Took inci-
dent report of  identity 
theft, Main St.

8:40 PM – traffic stop 
on Worcester St led 
to arrest of  Joshua 

Shuman, 34, of  23 Clarke 
St #2, on a warrant for 
driving after suspen-
sion.

11:51 PM –  Rendered 
medical aid, Chapin 
Court.

Thursday, Nov. 18
1:04 AM – Logged 

walk-in report of  vehi-
cle theft.

7:29 AM – Peace 

restored after officer 
wanted call, Sayles St.

2:09 PM – Incident at 
high school led to two 
juveniles being arrested 
for assault and battery.

2:57 PM – Officer want-
ed call to his home led 
to the arrest of  Peter 
Spelman, 57, of  144 
Chestnut St, for assault 
& battery on family 
member, A&B on some-

one over 60/disabled, 
and intimidating a wit-
ness/officer.

4:48 PM – Logged 
report of  drug violation, 
West St.

5:16 PM –  Investigated 
911 call of  accident, 
Charlton St.

9:27 PM – Serving a 
search warrant on 
Marcy St led to the 
arrest of  Joel Morales, 

37, of  110 Pine St #3FL 
for subsequent offenses 
of  possessing fentanyl 
and cocaine for distribu-
tion.

Friday, Nov. 19
9:29 AM – Officer 

wanted call to Lebanon 
Hill led to a Connecticut 
man getting a summons 
for using a vehicle with-
out authority.

SOUTHBRIDGE POLICE LOG

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— From 2014 to 2018, the 
National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 
reports* that U.S. fire 
departments were called 
to an estimated average 
of  172,900 home struc-
ture fires related to cook-
ing each year. During 
the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas holidays, the 
number of  home fires 
caused by cooking peaks 
to an average of  470 fires 
each day. 

“These fires are trag-
ic because they result in 
property damage, dis-
placement of  families, 
injury, and even death,” 
says Rick Isaacson, CEO 
of  Servpro Industries, 
LLC. “The thing that 
compounds the tragedy, 
though, is that there are 
some simple steps every-
one can take to reduce 
the chance of  a cooking 
fire.” 

The fire and water 
damage clean-up special-
ists at SERVPRO in the 
Southbridge area urge 
homeowners to consid-
er these basic guide-
lines for cooking safety:

Never leave food unat-
tended on a range or 
cooktop. That’s where 61 
percent of  home cooking 
fires start.

Never cook on the 
stove top when you are 
sleepy or intoxicated.

Use a timer to remind 
yourself  that you are 
cooking.

Keep anything flam-
mable - potholders, 
wooden utensils, towels, 
curtains, food wrapping 
- away from the stovetop.

If  you must leave the 
kitchen for any period of  
time, turn off  the stove.

Holiday parties and 
large family gatherings 
that were postponed last 
year because of  COVID 
concerns are great to 
look forward to, but 
may add distraction 
in the kitchen, warns 
Isaacson. “Cooking is 
such a routine part of  
our days that it is easy 
to become complacent 
about these basic safe-
ty steps,” says Isaacson, 
“but the statistics show 
that unattended cooking 
is the number one cause 
of  home cooking fires 

and casualties. Whether 
you are cooking for 
the holidays or simply 
preparing an everyday 
meal, it is important to 
stay alert and focused on 
what’s happening on and 
around your stovetop.”

SERVPRO is an industry 
leader and provider of  
fire and water cleanup 
and restoration services. 
For more fire prevention 
and fire safety tips and 
information about fire 
and water damage res-
toration services, please 
visit www.servpro.com. 
For more information 
on SERVPRO in the 
Southbridge area, please 
contact one of  the local 
business owners below.

* For SERVPRO 
of  Shrewsbury/
Westborough, please 
contact Donny 
McKendall who can be 
reached at (508) 393-7898 
or donny.mckendall@
servproworcester.com.
* For SERVPRO of  
Southern Worcester 
County, please con-
tact Don McKendall 
who can be reached at 

(508) 234-3399 or Don@
servpromckendall.com.

* https://www.nfpa.org/
News-and-Research/
D a t a - r e s e a r c h - a n d -
tools/US-Fire-Problem/
Home-Cooking-Fires

About SERVPRO®
For more than 50 years, 
SERVPRO has been a 
trusted leader in fire 
and water cleanup and 
restoration services, 
construction, mold mit-
igation, and biohazard/
pathogen remediation. 
SERVPRO’s profession-
al services network of  
more than 1,900 individ-
ually owned and oper-
ated franchises spans 
the United States and 
Canada, responding to 
property damage emer-
gencies large and small - 
from million-square-foot 
commercial facilities to 
individual homes. When 
disaster strikes, home-
owners, business own-
ers, and major insurance 
companies alike rely on 
SERVPRO to make it 
“Like it never even hap-
pened.”

SERVPRO fire restoration specialists offer 
stovetop safety tips for holiday cooking
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ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates
Call or Text

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279  

gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters or gutter cleaning… 

Look no further!

Gutters

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 11/30/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

GU
TT

ER
 

CL
EA

NI
NG

S
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EDITORIAL

Maximize 
your 

charitable 
giving

The Tuesday after Thanksgiving 
has become known as Giving Tuesday, 
when people are encouraged to donate 
to charitable organizations. If  you’d 
like to take part in this special day, 
you’ll want to maximize the effective-
ness and benefits of  your charitable 
gifts.

So, consid-
er these ques-
tions:

Is the char-
ity reputable? 
Does it use 
its resourc-

es wisely? Most charitable organiza-
tions are honest and dedicated to help-
ing their specific causes. But some-
times there are a few “bad apples” 
in the bunch. These groups aren’t 
necessarily fraudulent (though some 
are), but they may spend an inordi-
nate amount of  their donations on 
administrative expenses, rather than 
directing this money to where it’s 
most needed. Fortunately, you don’t 
have to guess about the trustworthi-
ness or the efficiency of  a particular 
group, because you can check on it.
To make sure that a charity is an 
actual charity – one that is tax-exempt 
and listed as a 501(c)(3) organization 
– you can go to www.irs.gov, the web-
site of  the Internal Revenue Service, 
and hit the “Charities & Nonprofits” 
link. An organization called Charity 
Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org) 
tracks charitable groups’ financial 
health and accountability, including 
how much is spent on administra-
tive and fundraising costs. Generally 
speaking, a charitable group that dedi-
cates more than about 30 to 35 percent 
of  its total costs to administration and 
fundraising expenses might be con-
sidered somewhat inefficient, though 
you’d want to evaluate each charity 
individually, since extenuating cir-
cumstances can occur. Keep in mind, 
though, that smaller charities may not 
have the same resources as a national 
organization to provide the reporting 
necessary for Charity Navigator.

Will my employer match my contri-
bution? You can make your charitable 
gift go a lot further if  your employ-
er matches it. Typically, companies 
match donations at a 1:1 ratio, but 
some will match at 2:1 or even high-
er. Check with your human resources 
department about your company’s pol-
icy on charitable matches.

Are my charitable gifts tax deduct-
ible? A few years ago, Congress signifi-
cantly raised the standard deduction, 
which, for the 2021 tax year, is now 
$12,550 for single taxpayers, $25,100 
for joint filers and $18,800 for heads of  
household. As a result of  this increase, 
many people no longer itemize and 
thus have less financial incentive 
to make charitable contributions.
If  you still do itemize and you’re 
thinking of  making charitable gifts, 
you generally have a choice between 
giving cash and another asset such 
as stocks. Each type of  gift could 
earn you a tax deduction, but a gift 
of  appreciated stocks could be more 
beneficial because you may also be 
avoiding the capital gains tax you 
might incur if  you eventually sold 
the stocks. You should consult with 
your tax advisor and the charity (not 
all accept investments) before mak-
ing the cash-versus-stock decision.
Even if  you don’t itemize, you could 
still get a tax benefit from making 
a charitable contribution. That’s 
because Congress has extended 
part of  the COVID-19-related legisla-
tion that allows taxpayers to claim 
charitable deductions of  $300 (for 
single filers) or $600 (for married 
couples) if  they claim the standard 
deduction. The charitable donations 
must be made in cash, not stocks.
Giving Tuesday comes just once a year, 
but your gifts can have lasting benefits. 
So, be as generous as you can afford – 
and enjoy the good feelings that follow.

Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult 
your attorney or qualified tax advisor 
regarding your situation.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Jeff  Burdick, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.
com.
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LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About 

It!
We think you’re important 

enough to tell all our readers to 
turn to the Opinion pages and 
read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the 

Southbridge News, P.O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 

Or e-mail your 
letters to the 
editor at news@
s t o n e b r i d g e -
press.news. 

You’ll need 
to provide your 
name and place 
of residence, 
along with a 
phone number, 
so we can ver-
ify the letter is 
yours. 

We don’t have 
a set limit, but if 
you keep it around 600 words or 
so, you’re going to have a better 
chance at seeing all your words 
in print.

If you want to write a bit lon-
ger about a particular issue, 
maybe a guest Your Turn col-
umn is your cup of tea. If you 
do that, try to keep it between 
700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks 
and/or personal attacks are a 
no-no and could lead to your 
letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  
Start writing!

Thanksgiving 
through the 

years
From 1621 to the present, 

Thanksgiving has always been about 
celebrating an abundant fall har-
vest.  The holiday’s roots date back 
to the Plymouth colonists and the 
Wampanoag Native Americans who 
shared the first Thanksgiving meal 
together.  

The celebratory feast was held 
by individual colonies up until 1789 
off  and on with a proclamation 
from President George Washington.  
President Thomas Jefferson chose not 
to observe Thanksgiving, and it wasn’t 
until Abraham Lincoln’s Presidency 
in 1863 that it became a federal holiday.    

Many of  the food items on our 
Thanksgiving menu are not what was 
served during the first few traditional 
Thanksgivings.  For one, turkey was 
not served.  

There aren’t many documents 
from that time regarding that first 
Thanksgiving, however one note did 
describe wildfowl (duck or geese)  
cod, bass, deer, bread, corn and por-
ridge being served.  The birds were 
described as being stuffed with onions 
and nuts. Seafood such as mussels 
and lobster was also served.  For veg-
etables, squash, beans, corn, cabbage, 
carrots and peas were on the table. 

Not on the table was mashed pota-
toes and gravy (gasp) and there was no 
cranberry sauce or pies. 

“I am grateful for what I am and 
have. My thanksgiving is perpetual. It 
is surprising how contented one can be 
with nothing definite - only a sense of  
existence. Well, anything for variety. 
I am ready to try this for the next ten 
thousand years, and exhaust it. How 
sweet to think of  my extremities well 
charred, and my intellectual part too, 
so that there is no danger of  worm or 
rot for a long while. My breath is sweet 
to me. O how I laugh when I think of  
my vague indefinite riches. No run on 
my bank can drain it, for my wealth is 
not possession but enjoyment,” wrote 
Henry David Thoreau in 1856.

As Quinsigamond 
Community College 
wraps up its first in-per-
son semester since the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
I feel there is much to 
give thanks for in our 
college community. The 
way out of  poverty and a 
lifetime of  oppression is 
education; and at QCC, 
we have forged new path-
ways in our mission to 
deliver higher education 
for all.  

In the fall, we opened 
the College to in-person 
services and courses, 
while requiring masks/
face coverings to be worn 
in all college buildings, 
regardless of  the loca-
tion. We expanded our 
HomePlate Food Pantry 
and Resource Center and 
started back up in-per-
son clubs and athletic 
teams. We began to feel 
like there was a light at 
the end of  a dark tunnel.

Going back to an 
in-person setting was 
met with much excite-
ment as well as caution, 
as our commitment to 
the safety and security 
of  our college communi-
ty has, and will contin-
ue to be, paramount.  As 
Worcester’s college, QCC 
is a gateway to a higher 
education and a better 
future for many in our 
diverse community. We 
serve a broad spectrum 
of  students who depend 
on us and we take that 
responsibility very seri-
ously. 

Today, the num-
ber of  new cases of  
COVID-19 across the 
Commonwealth in 
unvaccinated popula-
tions is continuing to 
increase, and our most 
vulnerable are in the 
greatest risk. The pan-
demic has dispropor-
tionally affected low-in-
come communities, our 

Latinx community, and 
people of  color, further-
ing the economic divide 
that exists in our society. 
Many of  our students 
have suffered great 
hardships and continue 
to suffer, yet they still 
push forward toward a 
better tomorrow. Many 
have children, extended 
family they care for, and 
hold down one or more 
jobs. 

That said, in lieu of  
the ongoing public 
health concerns and 
current guidance from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC), we will require 
all students, faculty and 
staff  to be fully vaccinat-
ed by Jan. 3, 2022. Only 
students who wish to 
register solely for cours-
es that do not require 
any in-person compo-
nents, and who do not 
plan to come to campus 
for any reason will not 
be required to provide 
proof  of  vaccination.

Rest assured this 
decision was not made 
lightly. All 15 commu-
nity college presidents 
did their due diligence 
before coming to this 
decision.  The Food & 
Drug Administration 
has given full and pend-
ing approval of  avail-
able vaccines, and CDC 
guidance shows that the 
COVID-19 vaccine has 
been safe and highly 
effective at preventing 
infection, severe dis-
ease, hospitalization, 
and death.  We were in 
united agreement that it 
was in the best interest 
of  our students, facul-
ty and staff  to be fully 
vaccinated to begin the 
Winter/Intersession and 
Spring 2022 semester, or 
be physically on campus. 

Recently Worcester’s 
Medical Director, Dr. 

Michael Hirsh, noted 
that only 45% of  city res-
idents between ages 12 
and 40 have received a 
COVID-19 vaccine, and 
the positive COVID-19 
cases are rising. As we 
enter the holiday sea-
son and more people 
come together to cele-
brate with loved ones, 
the risk of  these num-
bers increasing is high.  
After close to two years 
of  limited interactions, 
we are excited about 
spending time with fam-
ily and friends, and gath-
ering in larger groups 
to enjoy the holidays, as 
we did before the pan-
demic.  Yet, the coming 
holidays may increase 
the chances of  getting 
COVID-19, if  people do 
not take appropriate pre-
cautions. This is why it 
is imperative for us to 
do everything possible to 
help keep our students, 
and by extension their 
families, safe.

All Massachusetts 
Community Colleges 
will continue to make 
vaccine clinics available 
on site and the vaccine 
is prevalent across the 
Commonwealth. We are 
committed to ensuring 
vaccination status is 
not a barrier to our stu-
dents, and will continue 
offering a range of  vir-
tual learning opportuni-
ties and services. This 
vaccine requirement 
is aimed at ensuring 
the safest learning and 
working environment 
possible for the more 
than 135,000 students we 
educate and train each 
year, as well as our staff  
and faculty.  Together, we 
can make our future a 
brighter one. 

Why do 
we celebrate 
T hanksgiving? 
In school, they 
taught us in 1621, 
the Pilgrims 
and the indige-
nous people of  
North America 
became friends. They 
had a big dinner with 
Jennie-O Turkey, Stove 
Top stuffing, green bean 
casserole, corn, sweet 
potatoes with marshmal-
lows, followed by a gen-
erous portion of  Marie 
Callender’s pumpkin pie 
topped with whipped 
cream…oops, I think I 
got that wrong…

Forgive me if  you’ve 
heard this story before. 
I didn’t know the details 
until researching this 
week’s edition. 

In 1620, one hundred 
and twenty English and 
Dutch religious separat-
ists hoped to find reli-
gious freedom and new 
opportunities by sailing 
to The New World. 

Along their way, they 
fought against freezing 
temperatures, very high 
winds, and seas so high 
they had to turn the ship 
to face the wind to slow 
the boat down. 

Below the deck were 
cramped quarters, with 
all of  them living in a 
space the size of  a tennis 
court, only eating hard 
biscuits, dried meat, 
and beer which equaled 
about four hundred cal-
ories a day. The pilgrims 
were treated like cargo 
and only allowed up top 
to catch a little fresh air 
occasionally. At Many 

points through-
out the three-thou-
sand-mile trip, they 
thought they would 
die.  

The voyage last-
ed sixty-six days, 
and they arrived in 

Massachusetts Bay. 

Upon landfall, they 
found an abandoned 
Native American Village 
of  the Patuxet tribe 
that was wiped out 
from smallpox spread 
by earlier contact with 
Europeans. They decid-
ed to make this place 
their home since it was 
already built for human 
habitation. 

During their first win-
ter, they lost half  of  their 
numbers, including thir-
ty women of  childbear-
ing age; only around 
fifty remained. 

After the winter 
passed, a young Native 
American walked into 
their village and said, 
“Welcome!” His name 
was Samoset, and 
remarkably he spoke 
broken English! Samoset 
knew a Native American 
named Squanto who 
spoke English very well. 

It turns out that 
Squanto was a Patuxet, 
spoke perfect English 
with a British accent. 
He was kidnapped by 
Captain Thomas Hunt in 
1614 and sold as a slave 
to the Spanish. He was 
brought to Spain and 
eventually to England, 
where he may have met 
Pocahontas. Finally, he 
came back to his home-
land, and to his horror, 

found the Patuxet people 
were wiped out by small-
pox.

The pilgrims didn’t 
know how to survive in 
their new surroundings. 
If  it had not been for 
the kindness and gener-
osity of  Squanto, who 
taught the pilgrims how 
to live off  the land, they 
wouldn’t have made it 
through another winter. 
Imagine how grateful 
they were for Squanto; 
he was an answer to 
their prayers. 

Squanto could have 
easily hated them and 
had them killed or let 
them die out of  spite for 
being kidnapped by a 
British sea captain and 
sold into slavery, but 
instead, he had compas-
sion and helped them; 
what a great man he was. 

Exactly Four Hundred 
years ago, in 1621, the 
colonists and Native 
Americans celebrated 
the first Thanksgiving. 

Because of  Squanto, 
the colonists had a suc-
cessful harvest; out of  
gratitude, they invited 
Squanto and a near-
by tribe known as the 
Wampanoag to celebrate. 
For three days, Squanto, 
the Wampanoags, and 
the colonists ate a feast 
of  deer, birds, corn, and 
more.

The real hero of  
Thanksgiving is 
Squanto, who taught us 
that when we forgive and 
help each other survive, 
racial division can fall 

Vaccination requirement designed 
to keep our community safe
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Shotgun deer hunting will start on 
Nov. 29 this year in Massachusetts, 
and the harvest should be very good, 
if  the weather cooperates. Archers 
have already harvested a good number 
of  big bucks, but there are still plenty 
of  them out there. The rut continues 
to have bucks chasing does, providing 
hunters with some exciting moments 
in the woods.  

Recent news on the Covid virus in 
deer populations by a Pennsylvania 
state study has caused a lot of  con-
cern among hunters. Are they safe 
to eat? The reports that I have read 
state that they “should “ be safe 
to eat. Evidently, they are not pos-

itive. Reports of  60 percent of  the 
Massachusetts deer population have 
the Covid virus, which is a bit scary.  

Practicing good hygiene is highly 
recommended in most reports, when 
cleaning or cutting up the deer for 
human consumption. Wearing of  
gloves and mask when field dressing 
or cutting up deer should be prac-
ticed. Breathing in of  gasses from a 
freshly killed deer when field dressing 
them, should be avoided as much as 
possible. Being aware of  tick bites 
from deer are also a concern among 
the hunting public. Hunting could be 
dangerous to your health!

What is next? Can our beef  and pork 

be infected? Becoming a vegetarian is 
sounding better every day, if  you want 
to stay alive a bit longer. If  deer can 
become infected, I am sure that cows 
and pigs can also. This Covid virus 
sure has changed the way we live and 
die, and is a bit scary. The real truth 
about the effects of  the covid pandem-
ic on humans and animals, is in the 
trial stages and we will not know the 
truth about the results of  scientific 
studies until it is out of  control. I hope 
I am wrong!

Back in the day (1949), this writer 
enjoyed taking short trips with my 
Uncle, the late Paul Hale, Sr. to the deer 
park in Whitinsville. I was only nine 
or ten years old when he would take 
my brother Mel and I to watch the deer 
at the park. The deer had huge antlers, 
but were somewhat smaller than the 
whitetail deer we have today. The prop-
erty was owned by the former Whitin 
Machine Works and was part of  the 
Whitinsville Water Co. The fenced 
in area included a hundred acres or 
more, for the deer to roam in. It was 
not long after that the deer were killed 
and sent to a processing facility.

The recent loss of  a fellow sports 
writer for the Telegram & Gazette, 
Mark Blazis, this past week was a 
shock to his readers friends and fam-
ily. His columns that were published 
twice a week in the Gazette were read 
by thousands of  outdoors men and 
women, along with much of  the gen-
eral public. He lived life to the fullest 
traveling to numerous parts of  the 
world to hunt and fish, and study wild-
life. Mark was only 74 years old. Our 
deepest sympathy goes out to Mark’s 
family and friends.

Hope everyone is enjoying 
Thanksgiving with friends and family! 
We sure have a lot to be thankful for, 

after the terrible pandemic we endured 
over the last 12 months. Hopefully, 
everyone has had their shots, and 
are ready for a somewhat normal liv-
ing in 2022. Buying Christmas gifts 
for that special man or woman? Gift 
Certificates are the way to go. They 
can go shopping for what they really 
want, and it will go a lot further as 
everything will be on sale!

Wishing everyone a happy, 
healthy holiday season.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

Sometimes it’s fun 
to share a potpourri 
of  tips and tricks that 
didn’t fit into a themed 
hint column.  With that 
in mind, this week’s 
column will feature 
a grab bag of  (mostly 
unrelated) ideas that 
are sure to make your 
life a little easier!

***
Baking Hint: Buy a 

new (organic or chemi-
cal free) powder puff  to 
keep in your flour con-
tainer. It’s perfect for 
dusting cake pans before 
you pour in batter!

***
If  a recipe calls for clar-

ified broth, simply pour 
regular broth through a 
coffee filter to clarify it 
quickly and easily!

***
And here’s the easiest 

way to degrease cooled 
meat soups and stews. 
Just put a sheet of  waxed 
paper directly on top of  
the liquid before refrig-
erating.

***
Want to reduce your 

cholesterol? Try top-
ping soups and stews 

with ground flaxseed to 
reduce heart attack risk. 
In a study, forty grams 
of  ground flaxseed every 
day for three months 
reduced cholesterol by 
six percent.

***
Fighting cholesterol? 

Try this tip too: Scottish 
studies showed that over 
a three week period, a 
daily snack of  two car-
rots lowered cholesterol 
levels by 10 to 20 per-
cent! Research reveals a 
cup and a half  of  dried 
lentils or kidney beans 
a day, has lowered total 
cholesterol levels by up 
to 19 percent!

***
This Thanksgiving 

want to avoid that after 
dinner-have-to-nap syn-
drome? Try these tips: 
In the morning, eat 

small, light foods and 
avoid junk food. Eat your 
Thanksgiving dinner 
slowly and stop when 
you’re full. Don’t binge 
on carbs, drink plenty of  
water with your meal, 
and finally, take an out-
side walk to digest your 
feast.

* * *
Once Thanksgiving’s 
over you’ll likely be left 
with heap of  leftovers! 
Did you know for safety’s 
sake your leftover turkey 
should be refrigerated or 
frozen within two hours 
after roasting? Wrap the 
turkey as airtight as pos-
sible in aluminum foil 
and refrigerate. Store the 
meat in zipper bags in 
one- or two-cup portions 
for easier thawing and 
use. For the best quality 
and flavor, freeze for no 
more than two months.

***
Here’s a quick energy 

saving tip! Sometimes 
it’s the little things that 
add up to save energy 
dollars! Simply cleaning 
your dryer lint screen 
with every use and 
avoiding overloading the 

dryer can save you up to 
five percent on your elec-
tricity bill!

***
Non Stick Green Tip: 

Here’s a green way to 
make your pots non-
stick! Pour white vine-
gar into a pan the desired 
level. Boil at medium 
heat for about five min-
utes. Allow to cool and 
you’re done! You can 
even reuse the vinegar 
to treat other pans! This 
non stick treatment 
lasts at least a couple of  
months!

* * *
Think you’ve heard all 
the uses vinegar? Try 
these! Got a sore throat? 
Put two teaspoons of  
white vinegar in your 
humidifier for overnight 
relief. And dry up that 
cold sore fast by dabbing 
it with white vinegar 
three times a day!

***
Cast offs can find new 

life in the workshop 
- here’s how! Rescue a 
child’s old foam bogey 
board for use in the work-
shop. The firm, yet cush-
iony surface serves as 

a great anti-fatigue foot 
mat when your standing 
at the bench for hours. 
And don’t toss those old 
record albums, save the 
cardboard sleeves to 
safely sort and store saw 
blades.

***
Did you know ordi-

nary sponges do double 
duty? It only takes a few 
swipes with a damp, 
clean sponge to remove 
lint and pet fur from 
clothes or upholstery. 
Pop a new sponge it in 
the freezer for a great 
pliable and drip-free 
compress for injuries. 
And put a damp sponge 
in a plastic bag with the 
stems of  freshly cut flow-
ers to keep them garden 
fresh until you use them!

***
Win Dinner for Two 

at the Publick House 
– Contest has resumed!

Your tips can win you 
a great three course din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic 
Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random 

drawing. One winner per 
month will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner 
for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the 
town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of  dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful 
hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?  Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, 
why not share them with 
readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

Courtesy — Gardener’s Supply Co.

Give a gift of Months of Bloom, pre-planted 
bulbs to brighten up the recipient’s home 
during the winter months or all year long.

Give the gift of  spring this winter to 
gardeners and non-gardeners alike.  A 
pot of  tulips, daffodils or other spring 
flowering bulbs is sure to brighten 
a dreary winter day and elevate the 
recipient’s mood.

Spring flowering bulbs need 12 to 15 
weeks of  temperatures between 35 and 
45 degrees to initiate flowering. This 
happens naturally in areas with cold 
winters. Bulbs are planted in the fall, 
receive the chill they need, and add 
welcome color to the spring garden.

Those in warmer climates, typically 

zones 8, 9 and 10, need 
a different approach.
In those areas, low 
chill bulbs that don’t 
need as long a cold 
period or pre-cooled 
bulbs are grown. The 
pre-cooled bulbs also 
sold as pre-chilled, 
have received the 
needed cold period 
and can be grown like annuals.

No matter where you garden, spring 
flowering bulbs can be chilled in a 
spare refrigerator. Keep bulbs away 
from apples and pears. These fruits 
give off  ethylene gas, a natural hor-
mone that does not harm people, 
but can hasten ripening and inter-
fere with flowering when bulbs are 
stored in the same refrigerator com-
partment. Check the pots occasionally 
and water when needed to keep the 
soil slightly moist, but not soggy wet.

Some friends and family may appre-
ciate a DIY bulb forcing kit as their 
gift. Spring flowering bulbs, potting 
mix, and a container with drainage 
holes are all that is needed. Provide 
directions for assembly, suggestions 
for providing the cold treatment if  
needed and proper care.

Others may prefer a gift that 
requires minimal care like Gardener’s 
Supply Company’s Months of  Bloom. 
Order once and these pre-planted bulb 
gardens are delivered to the recipient 
monthly for 3, 6 or 12 months. Just 
water when the potting mix starts to 

dry and enjoy watching 
the spring flowering 
bulbs sprout, grow and 
flower.

Keep spring flower-
ing bulb gardens in a 
cool, bright location 
to extend their bloom 
time.  Once the plants 
are done blooming, you 

can add them to the compost pile.
For those that prefer to enjoy them 

a second season and beyond, provide 
some post-flowering care. Remove the 
faded flowers and move the container to 
a sunny window.  Keep watering thor-
oughly whenever the top few inches of  
soil begin to dry.  Pour off  any excess 
water that collects in the saucer to pre-
vent root rot and apply a dilute solution 
of  any flowering houseplant fertilizer.

Once the leaves turn yellow and die 
or the soil in the garden warms and 
the danger of  frost has passed, you 
can move them into the garden.  Tulips 
and hyacinths perform best in sunny 
areas with well-drained soils.  These 
two bulbs tend to flourish for a year or 
two and then produce few or no flow-
ers. Keep that in mind as you plan for 
the future.

Daffodils and grape hyacinths will 
grow in sun or shade and a variety of  
soil types.  These tend to be long lived 
as they grow and spread over time.

It may be two years before you 
have flowers but it’s a great way to 
extend the enjoyment of  a holiday gift.

Melinda Myers is the author of  
more than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” DVD series and 
the Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Gardener’s Supply for her 
expertise to write this article. Her Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Covid in the deer population

Courtesy

Paul Newman with his Rhode Island state record Tautog.
This week’s second picture shows a huge 
buck harvested in Mass. a few years ago. It 
was on display at the Big -E Sportsmen’s 
show in Springfield! Hopefully, the sports-
men’s shows will open this year!

A Grab Bag of Hints

KAREN
TRAINOR
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Gift spring blooms for the holiday
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MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

away. 

Even though hardships remain, I’d 
venture a guess that very few of  us 
have endured what our early ancestors 
endured on their sail to the new world, 
what the African American ancestors 
endured during the era of  slavery, what 
the Native American ancestors went 
through during the Native American 
wars with the US Government, and the 
many hardships all of  our ancestors 
have faced of  all races. Even the poor-
est among us live in abundance when 
compared to them. 

This Thanksgiving, I encourage all 
of  us to be thankful for what we have 
and recognize the Squanto’s in our own 
lives who taught us to live. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

POSITIVELY
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OBITUARIES

S T U R B R I D G E 
—  Gordon (Gus) 
Simpson was a 
caring husband, 
father, Papa, and 
friend.  He went 
home to be with the 
Lord on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021, 

at the age of  82.
He leaves his loving wife of  59 years 

Carol (Shaw) Simpson; two daughters 
and two sons-in-law, Brenda and Gary 
Bessette of  Brimfield and Katherine 
and Stephen Gingell of  Fiskdale; 
a brother Raymond Simpson of  
Sturbridge; and four granddaughters, 
Sarah Clarke, Amanda Gillmeister, 
Adeline Saylor, and Lily Gingell.  He 

was predeceased by seven brothers—
Charles, Eugene, Marvin, Russell, 
Calvin, Arnold, and Roger—and one 
sister, Elizabeth.

Gordon, the son of  Eugene and 
Frances (Clarke) Simpson, was born 
in Sturbridge and was a life-long res-
ident.  He graduated from Tantasqua 
Regional High School in 1958, which 
was the first graduating class of  the 
school.  He excelled in baseball and 
held the highest batting average for 
many years.  Gordon worked in the 
commercial meter department for 
Massachusetts Electric and retired 
after 38 years of  dedicated service.

As a member of  the Quaboag 
Church in Brookfield, MA, he enjoyed 
attending weekly Bible studies with 

his wife Carol and was a part of  the 
“Friday Guys” grounds maintenance 
crew.  He also loved going out to 
breakfast with the guys on Thursday 
mornings.

Gordon enjoyed taking excellent 
care of  his home and property, espe-
cially when that meant using his 
Kubota tractor.  He loved cars, boat-
ing, and vacations at Great East Lake 
in New Hampshire, but most of  all he 
loved spending time with his family, 
especially his grandchildren.

The family would like to thank Dr. 
Paul Harrington and Dr. John Tumolo 
as well as The Overlook Hospice nurs-
es for their excellent care of  Gordon.

There will be a Celebration of  Life 
service on Saturday, November 27, 

2021, at 11:00 a.m. at the Quaboag 
Church,175 Fiskdale Road, 
Brookfield, MA.  There are no calling 
hours.  A private burial will be held 
at a later date

Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Quaboag Church, 175 
Fiskdale Road, Brookfield, MA 01506, 
or the Springfield Rescue Mission, 
P.O. Box 9045, Springfield, MA 01102-
9045.

Belanger-Bullard Funeral Home, 51 
Marcy St. Southbridge, is directing 
arrangements

An online guestbook is available at 
www.BelangerFuneralHome.com

Gordon (Gus) Simpson, 82

TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
PUBLIC HEARING

TAX CLASSIFICATION
A public hearing will be held by the 
Town Council on Monday, 
December 6, 2021 at 6:30 P.M. in 
Council Chambers, Town Hall.
This public hearing will be held pursu-
ant to Chapter 40, Section 56 on the 
adoption of a residential factor for tax 
purposes and the adoption of percent-
ages of the local tax levy to be borne by 
each class of real and personal prop-
erty. 
Any person wishing to speak will be 
given the opportunity to be heard.
TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE
Michael McCall
Town Manager
November 18, 2021
November 25, 2021

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

Trial Court of Massachusetts
 Worcester County 

Juvenile Court Department
 279 West Main Street

Dudley, MA 01571
Docket No.21CP0118DU

CARE AND PROTECTION, 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS
 SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION, 

TO: Vianca L. Rodriguez, Felix Juan 
Resto: A petition has been present-
ed to this court by DCF (Whitinsville), 
seeking, as to the following child, Ala-
na R. Resto, that said child be found in 
need of care and protection and com-
mitted to the Department of Children 
and Families. The court may dispense 
the rights of the person(s) named 
herein to receive notice of or to con-
sent to any legal proceeding affecting 
the adoption, custody, or guardianship 
or any other disposition of the child 
named herein, if it finds that the child is 
in need of care and protection and that 
the best interests of the child would be 
served by said disposition.
You are hereby ORDERED to appear 
in this court, at the court address set 
forth above, on the following date and 
time: 02/07/2022 at 09:30 AM Pre Trial 
Conference (CR/CV)
You may bring an attorney with you. If 
you have a right to an attorney and if 
the court determines that you are indi-
gent, the court will appoint an attorney 
to represent you.
If you fail to appear, the court may 
proceed on that date and any date 
thereafter with a trial on the merits 
of the petition and an adjudication 
of this matter.
For further information call the Office of 
the Clerk-Magistrate at 508-949-3070.
WITNESS: Hon. Carol A. Erskine, 
FIRST JUSTICE, Brendan J. Moran, 
Acting Clerk-Magistrate, DATE IS-
SUED: 11/05/2021
November 18, 2021
November 26, 2021
December 2, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P3729EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Shirlee F Edinburg 
Also known as: 

Shirlee Frieda Edinburg, Shirlee Port
Date of Death: 06/08/2021 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
has been filed by
Gloria Lynn Edinburg-George of Pe-
tersham  MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-

mal Decree and Order for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Gloria Lynn Edinburg-George of Pe-
tersham  MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 12/14/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 12, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

November 25, 2021

CHARLTON 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland Pro-
tection Act of the General Laws of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on November 10, 2021, 
on the application of Joanne Powell.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for the 
removal of existing sewage disposal 
system and installation of new tank and 
soil absorption system. The project site 
is located at 15 Dodge Lane, Charlton, 
MA 01507; Parcel ID 41 A- 29.4.
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be con-
ducted both in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to access the meeting via Zoom 
Conferencing can call 1-646 558 8656 
and use meeting ID # 892 9898 0343
Passcode 458971 or use the link 
below https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/89298980343?pwd=VjlMZGlhU-
GRnYzRkR1c2eTJTL3lWZz09
Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation Com-
mission
November 25, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. 
Estate of: 

Stephen Tremblay
Date Of Death: September 17, 2021   

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
G.L. C. 190B, § 3-306

To all persons who have or may have 
some interest in the above-captioned 
estate and, if interested, to the Office 
of the Attorney General and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, notice is 
hereby given on that the Petitioner Ma-

rie Tremblay of Sturbridge MA
intends to file with the above-named 
Probate and Family Court, not sooner 
than (7) days after this notice, a Peti-
tion for Informal Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative, to serve without 
surety on the bond
Marie Trembaly of Sturbridge MA
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
November 25, 2021

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Sturbridge Conservation Com-
mission, in accordance with M.G.L. 
c. 131, §40, and the Town of Stur-
bridge Wetland Bylaws, will hold the 
following Public Hearing relating to 
work within a wetland resource area 
and/or within the 200-foot jurisdic-
tional buffer zone on December 7, 
2021 at 6:15 PM. @ Town Hall, Veter-
ans Memorial Hall 308 Main Street, 
Sturbridge MA 
This Public Hearing is in regards to an 
Amendment request for Order of Con-
ditions, DEP file #300-1062 submitted 
by G. Krevosky, EBT Environmental for 
changes to a stream crossing design at 
6 Picker Road, Sturbridge, MA.
Any person interested or wishing to 
be heard on this proposal should ap-
pear at the time and place designated. 
Please note that while an option for 
remote attendance and/or participa-
tion is being provided to the public, the 
meeting/hearing will not be suspended 
or terminated if technological problems 
interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless 
otherwise required by law. Members of 
the public with particular interest in any 
specific item on this agenda should 
make plans for in-person vs. virtual 
attendance accordingly. Specific infor-
mation and the general guidelines for 
remote participation can be found on 
the Town’s website at https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/town-administrator/pages/
how-access-virtual-meeting.
Arrangements can be made to view the 
application packet by contacting the 
Sturbridge Conservation Department 
at (508)347-2506. 
Submitted by: 
Ed Goodwin, Chairman
STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
November 25, 2021

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING
The Sturbridge Conservation Com-
mission, in accordance with M.G.L. 
c. 131, 
§40, and the Town of Sturbridge Wet-
land Bylaws, will hold the follow-
ing Public Hearing relating to work 
within a wetland resource area and/
or within the 200-foot jurisdictional 
buffer zone on December 7, 2021 
at 6:05 PM. @ Town Hall, Veterans 
Memorial Hall 308 Main Street, Stur-
bridge MA 
This Public Hearing is in regards 
to a Sturbridge Bylaw Notice of In-
tent submitted by G. Krevosky, EBT 

Environmental for construction of 
a single family home and associat-
ed site work at 546 & 548 Route 15, 
Sturbridge, MA.
Any person interested or wishing to 
be heard on this proposal should ap-
pear at the time and place designated. 
Please note that while an option for 
remote attendance and/or participa-
tion is being provided to the public, the 
meeting/hearing will not be suspended 
or terminated if technological problems 
interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless 
otherwise required by law. Members of 
the public with particular interest in any 
specific item on this agenda should 
make plans for in-person vs. virtual 
attendance accordingly. Specific infor-
mation and the general guidelines for 
remote participation can be found on 
the Town’s website at https://www.stur-
bridge.gov/town-administrator/pages/
how-access-virtual-meeting.
Arrangements can be made to view the 
application packet by contacting the 
Sturbridge Conservation Department 
at (508)347-2506. 
Submitted by: 
Ed Goodwin, Chairman
STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION
November 25, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P3805EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Bogdan S Zielinski
Date of Death: 10/06/2021 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjucation of In-
testacy and Appointment of Person-
al Representative has been filed by
Veronica Clemens of Boxford MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Veronica Clemens of Boxford MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 12/21/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 18, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

November 25, 2021

LEGALS

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.news.

Deadline is Monday noon for Thursday publication.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

WEBSTER: Motivated Seller! 3-4 
bedrooms, Town water & sewer, Small 
barn/workshop, O�ers considered.
56 Ash St. ~ $200’s

WEBSTER: 6 units, 1 bedroom each 
unit, Sided, Updated roof
227 School Street ~ $599,900

OXFORD: Colonial, 
3 bedrooms, sided, 2 baths, 

hardwood �oors 
3 Elm St. ~ $329,900

ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY: Split entry, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage 

7 Nelco Ave. ~ $342,500

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER: Contemporary, 
cathedral ceiling, 3 plus acres, 

2 car garge
42 Rawson Rd. ~ $464,900

ON DEPOSIT

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Happy Thanksgiving

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 50 Laurelwood Drive! 90’ Waterfront! 
Western Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! Half Acre, 22,729’, of Natural 
Privacy! 6 Room Custom Built Cedar Home with 2 Car Attached 
Garage! Dining Area and Fireplaced Living Room with Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings! First Floor Master Bedroom with Full Bath! 2 
Second Floor Bedrooms and Second Full Bath, Large Second Floor 
Expansion Area! Additional Garage Space Under! Lighting Strike 
Fire Damage Repair Required! Tons of Potential! $889,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Scenic Ave! Views 
of Webster Lake! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Work-in Applianced Kit! Dining Area 
w/Cathedral Ceiling! Living Rm w/
Pine Flooring, Hearth & Woodstove! 
1st Flr Bedrm, 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full 
Baths! Expandable Walk-out Lower 
Level! Buderus Oil Heat! Recent 
Roof & Siding! $299,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer widows 
& heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. Lg eat-in 
kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming fireplace with 
handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, spacious enough 
for your family gatherings. lower level fireplace family room, 
Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. Reduced $340,000.

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

SORRY SOLD!

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RD

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.

Featured New Listing! 
TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. 
Included seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 
Acres Professionally Landscaped! 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bdrm, Renovated 
Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location! $455,000.  

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDOWEBSTER - 1402 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach! $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! WEBSTER LAKE 
waterfront property on Killdeer Circle! Prime 
waterfront location! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed 
shoreline. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! 5 
rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lower 
level to nice size patio! Garage.  $650,000.SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd  80 +/- Wooded Acres 
in Oxford & Charlton! Great Location for Horses!

ON DEPOSIT $329,000. 

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 

WEBSTER - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES on SUGARLOAF 
HILL. 1000+/- ft of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000

Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side of the Complex - with 2 Boat Slips! 6 
rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, fireplace, garage, Sandy 
Beach, Heated Salt Water Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons on Big & Beautiful 
Webster Lake. Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 Rooms. 2-1/2 
Baths. a must see. Overlooking the Marina. 2 
Deeded boat slips. assisted sale $600,000.

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

Nicely appointed, Ma-
rina side condo - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 
2-1/2 baths, 2 bed-
rooms, fireplace, garage, 
Sandy Beach, Gazebo,  
Heated Salt Water Pool!   

$595,000.

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$167,065,480.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

STURBRIDGE 
Cape 

2000 Sq. Ft., 1/2 plus lot, Garage
An opportunity for an investor

$229,900

Our Families 
working hard for 

your Family’s Real 
Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 
508-826-8553 

angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber 
508-887-5136 

janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries
(The DeVries Team)

508-320-1018
randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

Dubey (16:38.1) placed 75th, Andrew 
Trudel (16:56.3) placed 122nd and 
Conor Fitzgerald (17:01.6) posted 129th.

Also at Wrentham, Tantasqua 
Regional junior Tessa Kline and 
Warriors’ sophomore Cam Foley 
both qualified for the Division 2 State 
Championship meet. And, both being 
first-timers at the event, they had sim-
ilarly modest goals heading into the 
race.

“I wanted to make Top 50,” said 
Kline.

“One of  my coaches, he gave me a 

sheet with all of  the times, and they 
had me in 50th,” added Foley, who 
was hoping to finish higher than his 
projected finish.
And Kline and Foley both exceeded 

their expectations. Kline ran the 3.1-
mile (5K) course in 19:38.5, which was 
good for 23rd place of  186 girls. Foley 
finished in 16:47.7, taking 37th place 
out of  189 boys finishers.

“I ran a minute faster than last time. 
My PR was 20:30 and I got 19:30. I was 
motivated, I guess,” said Kline, who 
also dances competitively in addition 

to running.
“I see this as a success. I’m super 

pleased,” added Foley, who has tran-
sitioned out of  team sports and now 
solely focuses on the running events.

Both runners noted that they would 
like to reach States again next year for 
a second go-round, with Foley adding, 

“I’m just here figuring it all out. Next 
time I come back here I’ll be ready.”

Shepherd Hill’s Bronson Dubey

Andrew Trudel of Shepherd Hill
Grace Bateman of Shepherd HillTantasqua’s Tessa Kline

Cam Foley of Tantasqua

CHAMPIONSHIPS
continued from page    A1

the time of  galaxy forma-
tion, a few hundred thou-
sand years later. He expects 
to see “radically different” 
things from what we’ve seen 
to date, including “giant 
stars that lived very, very 
quickly then exploded.” 

As an example of  what 
they mean, Tata used a 
photo of  a firefighter look-
ing into a very smoky room. 
You can only partly see him, 
but nothing else, in visible 
light. In infrared, though, 
a person curled up on the 
floor is glowing red.

“You can’t see anything 
Webb’s going to see,” Tata 
said. “… [But out there] you 
get a much better vision of  

the universe.”
One aspect of  Webb that 

makes that possible is the 
fact it will be well outside 
most Earthly influences. 
Unlike Hubble, which orbits 
at 347 miles, Webb will be 
about 940,000 miles away 
(beyond the Moon), in a geo-
stationary location called 
a Lagrange point (specifi-
cally L2). It’s designed to 
operate at around -370 
degrees, but out there even 
one degree makes a differ-
ence, Zebrowski noted. It 
also includes a cryoliquid 
(helium) to further reduce 
the temperature of  some 
detectors to nearly absolute 
zero so they can see the very 
faintest objects.

To reach such tempera-
tures and sensitivity, astron-
omers needed to devise a 

long list of  new materials 
for Webb. Most noticeable 
might be the design of  its 
light-collection antenna, 
which is composed of  sev-
eral hexagons of  beryllium 
coated in a super-thin layer 
of  gold. Tata said it’s 6.5 
times larger than Hubble’s 
antenna, and the whole tele-
scope is as tall as a three-sto-
ry building, yet it weighs 825 
pounds less than Hubble.

Both high-tech devices 
build on technology that 
was born in 1608, when 
Dutchman Hans Lippershey 
created the first hand-held 
telescope. Tata noted that’s 
still the basis of  today’s 
gunscopes. Two years later, 
Galileo Galilei was “the 
first person to turn his tele-
scope skyward.” He soon 
saw the four major moons 

of  Jupiter, Venus transit the 
sun (thus learning the solar 
system is heliocentric), and 
Saturn’s rings (although his 
fuzzy image made him think 
he saw two large moons).

Tata and Zebrowski 
expect the first good-quality 
images to start coming from 
Webb about six months 
after it gets to the L2 point. 
The journey there will take 
about 29 days, with a very 
carefully calibrated sched-
ule for deploying the craft’s 
various key parts.

The launch will be broad-
cast live on various glob-
al space-related websites, 
including NASA’s.

Gus Steeves can be reached 
at gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

STARS
continued from page    A1

Elm Street Congregational 
Church, Christina’s House, 
Ronald McDonald House, 
Mustard Seed, Project 
New Hope, Old Sturbridge 
Village, Hatfield, South 
Hadley, Chicopee and 
Easthampton Veterans’ 
Services and Friends of  the 
Homeless.

In addition, the students 
of  Old Sturbridge Academy 
created hand-made greeting 
cards to go with the meals, 
which are sure to bring a 
warm smile to anyone’s 
face.

“We want to do everything 
we can to help support fam-
ilies in the community this 

Thanksgiving,” said James 
Donahue, President of  Old 
Sturbridge Village.

“Country Bank and Old 
Sturbridge Village share 
a collective belief  that the 
strength of  the community 
begins with giving back to 
those in need,” said Scully. 
“As a community partner, 
we want to offer our support 
where it is needed most this 
holiday season. We know we 
can make a difference when 
we work together.”

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-ser-

vice mutual community 
bank serving Central and 
Western Massachusetts 
since 1850 with 14 offic-
es in Ware, Palmer, West 

Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton, and Worcester. 
Country Bank is a member 
of  FDIC, DIF, and the SUM 
network. Country Bank can 
be reached at 800-322-8233 or 
online at countrybank.com.

About Old Sturbridge 
Village

Old Sturbridge Village, 
first opened to the public in 
1946, is one of  the country’s 
oldest and largest living his-
tory museums, celebrating 
life in early New England 
from 1790-1840. It is the larg-
est living history museum 
in the New England. Each 
year, more than 250,000 visi-
tors interact with costumed 

historians, experience 
up-close demonstrations of  
early American trades, and 
meet heritage breed farm 
animals. Situated on 200 
scenic acres, the Village has 
more than 40 historic build-
ings - including homes, 
meetinghouses, trade shops, 
working farms, restaurants, 
shops, and three water-pow-
ered mills. Located just 
off  the Massachusetts 
Turnpike and Routes I-84 
and 20 in Sturbridge, Mass., 
Old Sturbridge Village is 
open year-round, but days 
and hours vary seasonally. 
For details, visit https://
www.osv.org/plan-your-vis-
it/.

MEALS
continued from page    A1

www.StonebridgePress.com
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  
Pressroom help needed

Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for full-time press helpers, 

 and also a lead press
operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

ROOM 
FOR RENT
LEICESTER
Near Center 

of Town
Call

508-769-2351
SEASONED 
HARDWOOD
$300 per cord

Delivered
Spencer, MA

Call 774-696-7267

SOUTHBRIDGE 
4 rooms, Bedroom living room 

dining kitchen bath
 All appliancse included 

Looking for single person 
No smoking - no pets, Electric heat

$800/month
First last security 

508-765-5129

HVAC TECHNICIAN WANTED
to join a busy heating/cooling 
business in North Brookfield.

Experience preferred but will train the 
right motivated candidate.

Valid driver’s license and own 
transportation a must.Great work 
environment. Benefits including 

Health & Retirement Plan

Accurate Medical Cooling
Call 860-336-1320 
or email resume to 

accuratemedicalcooling@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant
WEST BROOKFIELD WATER DEPARTMENT

The West Brookfield Water Department is accepting applications for an Administrative 
Assistant (25 hours a week). The incumbent will work under Commissioners’ and the 
Water Superintendent.  The Administrative Assistant shall be responsible for providing 

efficient operations of the office of the West Brookfield Water Department.
Applicants must have a minimum of 1 to 3 years Office Experience, Accounting, 

Customer Service and a High School Diploma or equivalent.
Applications may be obtained at the West Brookfield Water Department Office, 

2 East Main Street, Lower Level 6, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Monday – Thursday 9-3or the Town website: waterdept@wbrookfield.com. 

Submit cover letter and resume with Applications will be accepted until December 1, 2021.
If you have any questions please call the office at (508) 867-1421 Ext. 8.

The West Brookfield Water Department is AA/EOE
Robert E. Benson, Chairman – Water Commissioner

THANK YOU 
ST. JUDE

FOR
ANSWERED 

PRAYERS

              -MM

3D TARGET 
TAG SALE

Sunday, 11/28/21 10am to 2pm
North Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club
20 Boynton Rd, North Brookfield

�e Club has 
an inventory of 
three piece 3D deer 
targets that we 
will be selling at a 
very reasonable price. 
We also have some misc 
items used in the raising 
of game birds for sale.

were up for discussion 
throughout the evening, 
the Amazon project was 
clearly the main draw. 
The TIF Agreement pro-
posed an $11.6 million 
real estate tax break to 
Amazon over ten years. 
The project had crossed 
numerous hurdles lead-
ing up to the TIF vote 
including voters approv-

ing amendments to zon-
ing bylaws to accommo-
date the building height 
in May and receiving a 
special permit from the 
Planning Board earli-
er this month. Town 
Administrator Andrew 
Golas acknowledged 
that, as far as the town 
is concerned, the TIF 
agreement was the final 
step for Amazon to move 
forward with the project.

Brad Griggs, Amazon’s 
Economic Development 

Lead for the Northeast, 
presented his case before 
public discussion com-
menced. 

“This facility is the 
most advanced type of  
facility in the Amazon 
network. This consid-
eration this evening is 
a key component for 
our leadership to con-
sider moving forward 
with this project. It will 
employ 1,000 full-time 
jobs at this facility, 900 of  
those will have a starting 

hourly wage of  at least 
$18 an hour with com-
prehensive benefits, the 
same that I have starting 
day one,” Griggs said. 
“This project will invest 
hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars resulting in a 
$1.5 million permit fee in 
addition to the tax reve-
nues.” 

Griggs also touted 
other financial invest-
ments the company 
would make in traffic 
improvements, sidewalk 
and streetscape improve-
ments, STEM education, 
recreation improve-
ments, and public safety. 
Griggs later confirmed 
that Amazon would like-
ly not pursue the project 
further without the TIF 
agreement in place.

A good portion of  the 
discussion involved a 
proposal from citizen 
Robert Lemansky to 
amend the motion to 

have two thirds of  all 
tax monies received 
used to reduce the gen-
eral tax rate. The legal-
ity of  the proposal was 
questions and several 
individuals, includ-
ing selectmen, warned 
against the amend-
ment which eventually 
failed overwhelmingly. 
From there opinions 
on the agreement var-
ied among citizens who 
took the microphone. 
One speaker support-
ed the project, another 
questioned why Amazon 
considered the TIF an 
end-all for the partner-
ship, and there were 
even early comments 
voicing displeasure with 
Amazon as a company 
which Town Moderator 
Noreen Smith ruled was 
out of  order as they did 
not pertain specifically 
to the TIF agreement. 
Overall, the commen-

tary was light consider-
ing the overwhelming 
turnout. When the votes 
were tallied the TIF was 
approved overwhelming-
ly in a 269 to 86 decision 
which received applause 
from those in atten-
dance.

The TIF agreement 
will save Amazon $11.6 
million over ten years 
with their percentage of  
waived taxes decreasing 
each year up to the final 
year of  the agreement. 
Even with the tax break 
the project is project to 
produce more than $65 
million in new proper-
ty taxes and personal 
property assessments 
over a twenty-year peri-
od. The agreement goes 
into effect when Amazon 
officially occupies the 
building which is set to 
begin construction in 
March of  2022 for a 2023 
opening.

AMAZON
continued from page    A1

Hi! My name is 
Dhamanjie and I love to 

build with Legos!

Dhamanjie is an easygo-
ing and smart teen of African 
American descent. He has 
a good sense of humor and 
enjoys making others laugh. 
In his downtime, Dhamanjie 
enjoys watching cartoons with 
his favorite superheroes and 
playing with his Lego sets. 

Legally free for adoption, 
Dhamanjie is in need of per-
manent and loving home 
where he could gradually 
transition. He will do well in a 

single or two-parent family that can give him a lot of attention, structure, 
and consistency. Dhamanjie visits with his siblings a few times per year, 
and this should continue once a placement is identified.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a 
permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Dhamanjie
Age 16

WORCESTER — Weichert, 
Realtors® - Hope & Associates, located 
in Worcester, is proud to announce that 
Philip Gedzia successfully completed 
the Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, 
Inc. Fast Track training program. The 
training helps quickly bring new and 
existing Weichert® affiliated agents 
up to speed on the latest information, 
resources and technology available to 
real estate professionals to help them 
effectively list, promote and sell prop-
erties and offer legendary service to 
their clients.

“Our Fast Track program covers 
everything a real estate professional 
needs to know to help them start out 
on the right track towards a successful 
career in real estate,” said Bill Scavone, 
president and chief  operating officer 
of  Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
“This program is designed to offer a 
unique learning experience to get our 
new associates productive as quickly 
as possible.”

Program participants learn best 
practices to get started in the real 
estate industry, find sellers, capture a 
buyer’s attention and list properties to 
sell quickly. Agents that complete the 
Weichert Fast Track training also gain 
the confidence and competitive edge to 
succeed in real estate.

Weichert, Realtors® - Hope & 
Associates is an independently owned 

and operated Weichert affiliated office. 
For more information about Weichert, 
Realtors® - Hope & Associates, please 
contact Julia Acquaah-Harrison at 
508-795-3885 or jharrison@hope-homes.
com.

About Weichert Real Estate 
Affiliates, Inc.

Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, 
Inc. has grown steadily since Jim 
Weichert, president, chairman 
and CEO of  Weichert Companies, 
launched the company’s franchise 
division in 2001. The affiliate divi-
sion was created to offer a business 
model for franchisee ownership can-
didates described as “a clearly defined 
operating system for marketing and 
managing a real estate business.” 
Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
announced its first affiliate in 2002, 
was ranked as one of  the top tradition-
al residential real estate franchises 
in Entrepreneur’s 2021 Franchise 500 
and was identified in 2021 by Franchise 
Business Review as one of  the top 
U.S. franchises for owner satisfaction. 
Weichert Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
has offices serving over 370 markets 
in 41 states. For more information 
about Weichert, visit Weichert.com or 
for information on franchise oppor-
tunities visit WeichertFranchise.com.
Each Weichert® franchised office is 
independently owned and operated.

Local real estate professional completes 
Weichert® Fast Track training 
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Rt. 20, 630 Main Street Sturbridge, MA 01566  
508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week11am-7pm

~ ENTRANCE IN BACK~

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com 
 hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

from our family 
to yours! 

Special Thank You to our 
Loyal Customers!

We are a 
Deficiency-Free community 

facility in a beautiful 
small town 

with a family feel.

$5 Dunkins Card 
for every interview
Raffles • Giveaways

OPEN HOUSE 
EVERY WEDNESDAY

*SIGN-ON BONUSES:  
$10,000 FT overnight nurses & 5K for referrals
$7,500 evening nurses & 3K for referrals
$5,000 daytime nurses & 3K for referrals
$3,000 FT aids & 1K for referrals

Using ON-SHIFT for scheduling –  get paid up to 50% of your shift the day after you work!

Till the end of the year

from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Come Join Our Team
Want a NEW CAREER? Caring for others is rewarding! We will send the right candidates to 

school to become a certified nursing assistant. Apply online and start helping others today!

We Offer Great Benefits
Health and Dental 
Flexible schedules
High Rates

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Sign-On Bonuses up to $10,000*
Referral Bonus 
(for when you bring a friend)

Education Reimbursement
Higher Wages 

Higher Wages 
Even Higher Wages for 
Full and Part-time Staff

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Seeking ALL 
Direct Care Staff 

including
Overnight Nursing Manager

Infection Control Nurse FT M-F
Apply Today at 

www.quaboagonthecommon.com

We now have the 
HIGHEST RATES 

in Worcester 
County for direct 

care staff!

For more information please contact: Julie Stapleton at 508.867.7716
APPLY ONLINE AT: www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Check out our team on Facebook

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

Say it in 
living color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?
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