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BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton is follow-
ing suit with many towns and states 
by implementing the mandated use 
of face masks by town employees in 
order to help curb the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus.

During a livestreamed meeting on 
April 28, Town Administrator Andrew 
Golas presented a modification to the 
town’s policies regarding safe practic-
es by town employees for the duration 
of the pandemic which will require 
the use of face masks while in or 
around the town hall.

“There are a variety of opinions 
on the effectiveness of facemask 
covering; however, this policy is 
being implemented out of respect 
to health concerns of all employees 

Charlton 
requires 

employees to 
wear masks

Turn To MASKS, page     A10
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The Shepherd Hill Show Choir Staff honored their outgoing seniors with a special parade and presentation of senior banners to 30 soon-to-be graduates.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON/DUDLEY – The 
COVID-19 pandemic has affected the 
lives of seniors across the country 
preventing them from enjoying their 
final month of high school educa-
tion in a traditional manner. This 
has forced many school districts and 
departments to get creative with how 
they honor their outgoing seniors. 
For the show choir seniors from 

Shepherd Hill Regional High School 
in the Dudley-Charlton Regional 
School District that involved the 
choir staff visiting each seniors’ home 
in the form of a Senior Celebration 
Parade.

In late April, the Shepherd Hill 
Show Choir staff took to the streets 
of Charlton, Dudley and Webster and 
even Putnam, Connecticut to visit 
the homes of graduating seniors 
and bid them a final farewell. Over 
the course of five and a half hours 

Choral Director Becky Bussiere, cho-
reographers Greg Bubba Bussiere 
and Ashley Racicot, pit band direc-
tor Lester Boggio, assistants Connie 
Galli, Jana Deschenes and Zachary 
Moore, and Technical Director 
Kristin Marengo drove together 
parade style presenting banners 
with each senior’s likeness. Choral 
Director Bussiere said this was an 
attempt by the staff to maintain a 
longstanding tradition at the school 
by modifying it for current times.

“Every year, we end our show 
choir’S season with a banquet. We 
hang the senior banners we make 
for the show choir festival we host at 
our school. They hang in the cafeteria 
for the show choir community to see. 
Since we never got to finish our com-
petition season or have our banquet, 
the show choir staff decided to make 
a parade and deliver some joy to our 
kids,” Bussiere said.

Shepherd Hill Show Choir staff 
salutes seniors

Turn To SALUTES, page     A10

CHARLTON — “Most Eye opening, 
most beautiful place on earth, even bet-
ter than Disney,” says Grace Boutiette.  

Boutiette first attended Camp 
Sunshine three years ago as a junior 
in High School while sporting a full 
length leg cast and a pair of crutch-
es.   The past two summers, she has 
returned to Camp volunteering as the 
Camp Photographer. Grace said she is 
studying to become a nurse inspired by 
Camp Sunshine.

Camp Sunshine operates under 
the Mission: “Founded in 1984, Camp 
Sunshine provides retreats combining 
respite, recreation and support, while 
enabling hope and promoting joy, for 
children with life-threatening illnesses 
and their families through the various 
stages of a child’s illness.

Camp Sunshine’s program is offered 
year-round and has the distinction 
of having been designed to serve the 
entire family in a retreat model. The 
program is free of charge to families 
and includes on-site medical support. 
Bereavement sessions are also offered 
for families who have experienced the 
death of a child from a supported ill-
ness.

The program is free of charge to fam-
ilies, and that’s where St Joe’s youth 
come in. The teens work to raise money 
to Sponsor a family to attend the Camp 

for one week.  The average cost of Camp 
is $2,500. Per family. Our Teens trav-
el to Camp on Sebago Lake in Casco, 
Maine one week per summer volunteer-
ing, serving camp families.

April marked the start of our can and 
bottle drive and will continue until the 
day we leave to volunteer at Camp in 

St. Joseph youth work to help others

Turn To YOUTH, page     A14
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Front to Back Rachel Whipple, Elizabeth Stone, Grace Boutiette, Alexandra D’Arcangelo, 
Kendall Mullen, and Sarah Stone Youth Minister

Charlton to host virtual Candidates Night
BY JASON BLEAU

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Although limitations 
on public gatherings remain in place for 
the month of May, Charlton is march-
ing towards its annual town elections 
in June and with that a new format has 
been established for voters to meet the 
candidates that will be on the ballot.

On May 18, the town will host a Zoom 
event where candidates for office will 
be introduced to the public and present-
ed with questions to help voters deter-
mine who they would like to choose for 
town leadership. The candidates’ night 
will allow citizens to learn more about 

those running for town offices in a 
similar manner to past events but from 
the comfort of their homes with respect 
to social distancing practices currently 
in effect.

Selectman David Singer said during 
a Zoom meeting in late April they are 
currently working on getting all candi-
dates involved with the event and that 
public input will be welcome during the 
livestream. 

“All questions should be submit-
ted to Kathleen Walker, coordinator 
for the event, at kwalker4@mac.com. 
Questions will also be taken from the 
audience. The event will be posted on 
YouTube. Karen Spiewak will be the 

timer,” Singer said. 
The hope is to end the event by 8 p.m. 

making it an approximately two-hour 
commitment for voters either during 
the livestream or during YouTube 
viewings.

Charlton announced in April that the 
town election and spring annual town 
meeting have been moved to June 13 
and June 15 respectively due to the 
ongoing pandemic. With the change 
also comes a new format for absen-
tee ballots and early voting. Selectman 
Karen Spiewak said she has received 
numerous questions from citizens and 
felt compelled to clear up some of those 
concerns after speaking with the Town 

Clerk’s office.
“They did clarify that the state has 

allowed the use of an absentee ballot 
application with no reason. Usually you 
have to have a reason, but this year 
because of the virus you can use it. 
That’s what they’re using for early vot-
ing actually,” Spiewak said.

Absentee ballots are currently avail-
able on the Town of Charlton website. 
Questions, concerns, and completed 
applications can be directed to Eric 
Tully at eric.tully@townofcharlton.
net. For more information on the 2020 
Charlton town election as well as a list 
of candidates visit townofcharlton.net.

 



There are millions 
of  nurses nationwide. 
According to the Amer-
ican Association of  Col-
leges of  Nursing, there 
are roughly 3.8 million 
registered nurses in the 
United States. That num-
ber figures to grow along 
with the demand for 
qualified, highly trained 
nurses. 

Nurses perform a va-

riety of  functions, some 
of  which may come as a 
surprise to those outside 
the medical profession. 
Learning more about 
what nurses do on a daily 
basis can paint a clearer 
picture of  just how vital 
these health care profes-
sionals are. 

Nurses are on the 
front lines of  the medical 
profession, often inter-

acting with 
p a t i e n t s 
more than 
any other 
profession-
al within 
the health 
care field. 
N u r s e s 
c o m m u -
n i c a t e 
concerns, 
a n s w e r 
questions 
about con-
ditions and 
care and 

even administer such 
care. While there are 
many tasks nurses can 
perform, some of  their 
main responsibilities are 
observing and recording 
behavior, performing 
physical exams and di-
agnostic tests, collecting 
patient health histories, 
counseling patients and 
their families, and edu-
cating about treatment 
plans. Nurses also are re-
sponsible for administer-
ing medications, address-
ing and treating wounds 
and interpreting doctors’ 
patient information to 
make decisions about 
necessary actions, where 
appropriate.

Nurses excel at listen-
ing to patients and ana-
lyzing their physical and 
emotional needs. Nurses 
also coordinate care with 
other health care provid-
ers and stay current with 
treatment options and 

cutting edge research 
and technology.

In addition to the afore-
mentioned tasks, nurses 
may draw blood and per-
form other health-related 
tests. Testing may differ 
based on the subspecial-
ty of  the nurse. For ex-
ample, obstetrics nurses 
may initiate sonograms 
or oversee urine testing 
for pregnancy hormones. 
Pediatric nurses may 
plot growth charts and 
administer routine im-
munizations.

Nurses are also there 
to listen to patients, and 
some may offer compas-
sionate advice as they 
aim to help patients nav-
igate difficult situations.

According to Career-
Builder, nurses who 
work in physicians’ of-
fices, community health 
centers, schools, and 
other health environ-
ments may enjoy a reg-
ular working schedule 
and shifts during typical 
business hours. However, 
nurses working in hospi-

tals and trauma centers 
tend to work rotating 
shifts to ensure patients 
receive round-the-clock 
care. Many nurses work 
outside traditional busi-
ness hours, including 

during eve-
nings, on 

holidays and on week-
ends. Some nurses are 
even on-call like doctors. 

Nurses possess a dis-
tinct skill set that enables 
them to handle various 
tasks.  
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Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center
508-867-7716

47 East Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
Quaboagonthecommon.com

National Nurses Week May 6-12 

THANK YOU!

#strongertogether
We are a DEFICIENCY FREE  

Community Facility. We offer Great Benefits!
Health and Dental  •  Flexible schedules  

  Education Reimbursement 

To all of our nurses and CNA’s. Your passion for our 
patients’ health is appreciated each and every day. 

Thank you for all you are doing to get us through this 
unique time in history. Your efforts do not go  

unnoticed by the rest of our staff and the community.

National 
Nurses Week

Stonebridge Press and the following businesses would like to 
recognize nurses during National Nurses Week (May 6-May 12). 
Thank you for your selfless dedication, kindness, compassion, and 

bravery especially during these pandemic times. You are truly angels 
in scrubs. Thank you for all you do all year long.  

In honor of Nurses week,

 I would like to recognize the 

following dedicated  

healthcare workers. 

Marylynn Pratt (ER Nurse at Baystate Medical)

Laurie Dibara (Nurse at Quaboag Rehab 

& Skilled Nursing Center)

 Colleen Dibara (NP at St. Vincent’s) 

 Your compassion, optimism, hard work,  

and kindness does not go unnoticed. 

Thank you, and all healthcare workers, 

from the bottom of my heart. 

Happy Nurses Week!

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

Ramco Window Services Inc.
Glass & Screen Repair

1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200  • rwsi4108@verizon.net

We are so very grateful for all 
your hard work and dedication, 
not only during the pandemic 

but each and every day.
Thank you from all of us at… 

Happy Nurses Happy Nurses 
Week! Week! 

What nurses do each day



Protecting workers has long been a 
priority for business owners, but that 
responsibility took on new meaning in 
the wake of  the outbreak of  the COV-
ID-19 virus in late-winter 2020. Busi-
ness owners accustomed to traditional 
workplace safety protocols designed 
primarily to prevent accidents and 
injuries were now tasked with protect-

ing workers from a deadly virus. 
Though many businesses were 

forced to close their doors in an effort 
to prevent the spread of  the virus, 
many others remained fully or par-
tially operational. The Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration rec-
ommends employers implement the 
following hygiene and infection con-
trol practices in an effort to prevent 

workers from infection.
• Promote frequent and thorough 

handwashing. Workers, customers 
and worksite visitors should be rou-
tinely reminded of  the importance of 
washing their hands. The OSHA ad-
vises employers, in instances where 
soap and running water are not imme-
diately available, to provide their em-
ployees with alcohol-based hand rubs 
that contain at least 60 percent alcohol. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention urges people to employ the 
following techniques when washing 
their hands:

When washing with soap and water:
- Lather the hands by rubbing them 

together with the soap, making sure 
to scrub all surfaces of  the hands, in-
cluding palms, backs, fingers, between 
fingers, and under the nails

- Scrub for at least 20 seconds
- Rinse hands clean under running 

water
- Dry hands with a clean towel or air 

dry them
When washing with alcohol-based 

sanitizers:
- Cover all surfaces of  the hands 

with the product before rubbing hands 
together

- Rub hands together until they feel 
dry, about 20 seconds

• Encourage workers to stay home 
if  they are sick. Employers should 
emphasize to workers the importance 
of  staying home if  they feel sick. 
Even people who feel ill but are not 
showing any signs of  COVID-19 in-
fection, which the CDC notes include 
shortness of  breath, fever and cough, 
should stay home. That’s because any 
illness can weaken a person’s immune 
system, which makes them more vul-
nerable to viruses like COVID-19. Stay-
ing home when they feel sick is a great 
way for employees to protect not only 
themselves, but also their coworkers.

• Encourage respiratory etiquette. 
The OSHA and the CDC say covering 
your mouth and nose when you cough 
or sneeze, putting used tissues in the 
waste basket and coughing or sneez-
ing into an upper sleeve when no tis-
sues are available can help prevent the 
spread of  germs.

• Discourage sharing. Workers 
should be discouraged from sharing 
phones, desks, offices, and tools or 
equipment whenever possible. This 
can help prevent the spread of  germs.

• Choose the appropriate cleaning 
chemicals. The OSHA advises employ-
ers to use chemical cleaners approved 
by the Environmental Protection 
Agency. The OSHA notes that products 
with EPA-approved emerging viral 
pathogens are expected to be effective 
against SARS-CoV-2 based on data for 
harder to kill viruses. 

Protecting their employees from 
COVID-19 is of  the utmost importance 
for employers across the globe. Safety 
measures can be implemented rath-
er easily and ultimately save lives.  
TF206046

SOCIAL MEDIA TEXT: The Occu-
pational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration recommends employers im-
plement the following hygiene and 
infection control practices in an effort 
to prevent workers from infection.

TOGETHERTOGETHER  STRONG.STRONG.
Together Strong, we will weather this storm.

How to implement infection prevention measures in the workplace
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INJURED?
How much is your case worth?

Attorney 
Michelle Cote

Auto Accidents 
and 

Serious Injuries

FREE 
CONSULTATION
508-755-3202

worcesterlawcenter@gmail.com

Call Atty. Ravosa 508-755-3202
Free Consultation

worcesterlawcenter@gmail.com
We’re a debt relief agency  

& help people file bankruptcy

GET OUT OF DEBT
BANKRUPTCY & ALTERNATIVES

WHITCO WILL REMAIN OPENWHITCO WILL REMAIN OPEN  as we are deemed an essential provider.  
If you need anything please stop in or call 508-885-9343.  

Washers, dryers, refrigerators, dishwashers, stoves, freezers for same-day 
pickup or next-day delivery and of course toys and bikes for the kids!

Spring 
Black Friday 

Pricing 
On All Appliances

PUZZLES IN STOCK

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales for special coupon WHITCO Hours: : Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm 
Sunday Noon- 7pm

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
 508-885-9343

BIKE SALE
WE REPAIR BIKES

SAMSUNG DELUXE
 GAS STOVE

 Reg. $79900 

$62999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

 Reg. $59900 

$56999

55”
SAMSUNG

 Reg. $48900 

$36999

7300 LG
WASHER  

OR DRYER
 Reg. $74900 

$69999

MAYTAG
TOP 

WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$44999

LG SELF CLEANING 
SMOOTH TOP

 Reg. $64900 

$54999

GE FRONT LOAD
 WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$64999

WEBER 
GRILL 

SALE
OVER

 1000 BIKES 
         IN 

          STOCK 

TOGETHER TOGETHER 

STRONGSTRONG
Together Strong, we will weather this storm. Stay healthy everyone!

Businesses, STAY CONNECTED with your customers through  
Stonebridge Press Newspapers! 

Thank you to the businesses below for sponsoring this page and the  
information provided. Please contact your Stonebridge Press advertising  

sales rep to advertise on this page next week by Friday 2 pm.

Spencer New Leader 
Charlton Villager 

Auburn New 
JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS 

508-909-4062

Sturbridge Villager
Southbridge News

Webster Times & Blackstone Valley Tribune
MIKAELA VICTOR 

508-909-4126

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brookfield, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily 

extended hours by appointment

100’s of beautiful unique hangers, tropicals & patio pots  
• Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens 

• Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens   
• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry Bushes 

• Succulents
FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICES AVAILABLE  

Celebrating 
42 years

Mother’s Day 
May 10th

Gift Certificates Available

Our greenhouses are open for business and we are limiting 
the number of people in the houses at a time. We recommend 

wearing masks for your safety as well as the safety of others.

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com  

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

MOTHER’S DAY ~ MAY 10TH
We are still here for you! Remember Mom with a 
gift card or in-stock item. Order gift cards online, 
text 508-885-3385, or email info@cormierspencer.

com. Let us know what you’re looking for and 
we’ll send you photos of in stock items that can be 
mailed to you. We will do our best to still provide 
you with beautiful jewelry, quality watches, and 
brilliant diamonds even though our doors are 

closed at the moment. Doing our best to keep you 
and the community safe.  

Stay in touch and follow us on Facebook and 
 Instagram where we will post updates.

As an essential business, Woody's Auto Body remains open 
and we are taking every precaution to ensure the health and 

safety of our employees and customers by making the  
experience completely contact-free. We offer free virtual 

estimates, touchless drop off and over-the-phone payments. 
We also clean and sanitize your interior at no charge prior to 

pickup. If you've been meaning to fix that scratch, dent, or rust 
on your car, give us a call. Thank you for supporting  

local business. Please call 774-745-8323 or email us at 
woodysautobodyrepair@gmail.com.

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

Direct 
Insurance 

Repair Shop

ANYTHING GOES  - 
TRASH, DEMO & METAL

DISPOSE 
ALL

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

INCLUDING METAL!  

You got it! We’ll take it!

CALL TODAY! 
774-696-7267

A Division of Brunelle & Sons Landscaping 

Spencer, MA

Dumpsters 
 8 yd.  12 yd.  15 yd.

Call For Pricing
 (Please load metal last or on top.) 

BIODEGRADABLE WASTE -  

NO PROBLEM!  

Must not be mixed with  

other items we remove.

Call us first or call us last - 
we’ll get you cleaned up fast!



EAST BROOKFIELD 
— Some very lucky families 
have found a great way to 
spend their time during the 
current stay-at-home adviso-
ry – helping to care for new-
born kittens for Second Chance 
Animal Services.  Right now, 
Second Chance has four litters 
of kittens in their care and they 
are grateful to their volunteer 

fosters who are providing 
round the clock care for these 
helpless babies.

 Fosters follow many of the 
steps of the lifesaving kitten 
protocol which was developed 
by Second Chance to help save 
the lives of prematurely born 
kittens, including weighing the 
kittens twice a day to ensure 
they are receiving the proper 

amount of nutrition.  The pro-
tocol was published last year 
to help increase the odds of 
survival for premature kittens 
through animal welfare organi-
zations across the country.

 Second Chance has so 
many kittens in foster right 
now that they dedicated their 
weekly Wish List Wednesday 
Facebook post to the kittens in 
hopes of receiving more kitch-
en scales to help fosters track 
each kitten’s weight.  Second 
Chance shared a video of a fos-
ter kitten nicknamed Mitten 
being brushed with a tooth-
brush.  The toothbrush feels 
like a mother’s tongue for the 
kitten.

 Mitten and his sibling are 
getting extra attention from 
the whole family.  Five-year-
old Lila asks her mom to bring 
home foster kittens and likes 
to help feed and bathe them 
daily.  Her mom says foster-
ing provides important life les-

sons, from caring for others to 
saying goodbye to the kittens 
when it’s time for them to go 
back to Second Chance so they 
can find forever homes.  Lila’s 
two-year-old brother Callen is 
doing his part, cuddling with 
the kittens to provide social-
ization under the close super-
vision of mom’s watchful eye.

 When the kittens are old 
enough, they will return to 
Second Chance where vets will 
clear them for adoption after 
they are spayed or neutered 
and vaccinated.  The next stop 
is the adoption center in East 
Brookfield where they will be 
available for adoption.  

 Second Chance is currently 
working to process all the fos-
ter applications that have been 
submitted by animal lovers 
looking for a way to help during 
the COVID-19 crisis.  For more 
information becoming a foster, 
visit secondchanceanimals.
org.
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oFFice hours:
 Monday throuGh Friday 

8:30aM-4:30PM

Happy Mothers 
Day to the most 
cherished , loved 
Mom on earth. 

Love,  
Holly, Carrie & 
Hubby James

Janice E. Bernadone
2/18/1949 ~ 12/10/2015

Mom, Our first 
year without you 
and we miss you 
every day. You 

were simply the 
best. In our hearts 

& memories 
forever. 

With love from 
your children

Mom, 
I am grateful for all 
you have done and 
want to say thanks 
for putting up with 
us!  I am honored 
to call you Mom 
and my friend. 

Love, Cakes 

Mother’s Day Mother’s Day HonorsHonors
“To the world you 

may be one person, 
but to us you are 

the world.  
You inspire us 

every day!

Lots of love 
Paige and Violet”

Second Chance volunteer fosters making 
the best of stay-at-home

DUDLEY — Lexxus 
Andrews receives the 
Outstanding Leader for the 
Class of 2020 award from Nichols 
College. This award honors 
one student from each class 
who stands out among their 
peers as someone who exem-
plifies enthusiasm and pride in 
Nichols College through their 
attitude, behavior and involve-
ment. This student: encourages 
Nichols spirit and pride among 
their peers, maintains high stan-
dards of learning, is involved in 

a variety of facets of campus life 
(involvement, athletics, work 
study, etc.), and serves as a role 
model to other students in and 
out of the classroom.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a college of 

choice for business and leader-
ship education as a result of its 
distinctive career-focused and 
leadership-based approaches to 
learning, both in and out of the 
classroom, and through impact-
ful research and professional 
education. Students thrive in 

a learning and living environ-
ment that is supported by an 
experiential business curricu-
lum and a strong liberal arts 
foundation aimed at transform-
ing them into tomorrow’s lead-
ers. Nichols also offers master’s 
degrees in business, leadership, 
accounting, and counterterror-
ism, as well as a range of cer-
tificate programs, to promote 
career advancement for today’s 
professionals.

Lexxus Andrews of Uxbridge receives 
Outstanding Leader for the Class of 
2020 award from Nichols College. 

All we know  
is local

StonebridgePress.
com
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

We will be open for curbside pick up only  
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights from 

4-8pm with a limited menu. 
We have updated our family style meals on 

Facebook and on our website. Payment by credit 
cards over the phone when you call in your order, 
or exact amount cash will be accepted as well.  

Thank you for your support and we look forward to 
seeing you all again once this crisis is over.  

Stay safe everyone!

E.B. Flatts 
Rte 9  E. Brookfield • 508-867-6643
Breakfast & Lunch Daily • Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat

You don’t need to miss out 
on our delicious food…

We are offering a limited 
menu for take-out.  
Family Meals too! 

Call 508-867-6643 or 
check out our Facebook 

page for updates.  
Thank you for your business. 

SPECIALS THIS WEEK INCLUDE: 
Galumpkis (stuffed cabbage), Prime Rib, 

and Chunky Corned Beef Hash

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Please continue to frequent your local restaurants by 

ordering take-out or purchasing gift cards.
Together we will get through this.

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Assorted pies, cheesecakes, breads, pastries, cookies & bars 
Sandwich Party Platters • Pastry Platters • Hostess Platters

WE MAKE 
OUR OWN 
BREAD!

NOW OPEN FOR TAKE OUT
 Mon-Fri 10am-7pm with our regular 

lunch menu with daily specials.
Fresh Breads and Pastries available. 

Visit Fiveloavesbakery.com or call 
508-885-3760

Payment by phone or on pick-up
 Look forward to seeing you again!

It’s a pleasure to serve you!
13 Mechanic St., Spencer, MA

Mexicalicantinagrill.com

117 Main Street, Spencer, MA • 774-745-8200 
Facebook.com/MexicaliMexicanGrill

Craving Authentic 
Mexican Cuisine?
NOW OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT

7 DAYS A WEEK!
Order online or call ahead.

Full Menu can be found 
on our website and on Facebook. 

Monday-Thursday 3pm-8pm
Friday-Saturday Noon-9pm • Sunday Noon-8pm

Nichols sends off Class of 2020
with virtual celebration

BY JASON BLEA
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – Even though the Nichols 
College graduating class of 2020 were 
unable to enjoy their final months 
together on campus due to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the school still made an 
effort to recognize the achievements of 
these graduates with a special virtual 
ceremony on Saturday, May 2.

While the college does plan to hold an 
in-person graduation ceremony in the 
future, Nichols College did not want to 
send their outgoing graduates into the 
world without one more get together 
even if they had to do it online. The 
ceremony was held on YouTube the 
morning of May 2 featuring several 
speakers including Nichols President 
Susan Engelkemeyer who recalled 
her address from 2016 when many of 
the Class of 2020 started their Nichols 
College journeys. It was then she 
assured them that upon graduating in 
2020 they would look back with “2020 
vision” on their experiences. However, 
given recent events, she added to that 
sentiment calling the Class of 2020 one 
of the most prepared groups to face 
the trials that lay before them in their 
unknown futures.

“While you’ve learned lessons of fear 
and loss you’ve also found courage, 
hope and a greater sense of commu-
nity. This pandemic has dramatical-
ly changed the celebration we had 
planned for today with your family and 
friends surrounding you, but in the 
not too distant future you may come to 
realize that this has given you a very 
special legacy and a really great story,” 
President Engelkemeyer said. “You will 
not only get past this, but you will be 
stronger because of how these past two 
months have shaped you. You are more 
prepared than most to come out on top 
because your resilience has enabled 

you to succeed in the face of adversity.”
Class Representative Janey Newman 

served as the guest speaker handpicked 
by the Class of 2020 for the ceremony. 
She held back tears as she addressed 

the students she helped lead through 
their college careers one final time. She 
called the unique and unprecedented 
virtual celebration a fitting one for the 
Class of 2020, a group she said was “any-
thing by traditional.”

“This is a time when our relation-
ships and our communities are an 
integral part of our daily lives. The 
world that we’re living in right now 
has brought us back to the basics. It has 
given us the rare opportunity to focus 
on what is important to each of us and 
a time to reflect on what matters most,” 
Newman said. 

She capped off her address by recall-
ing the words of the late Mr. Rogers and 
his famous quote about looking for the 
helpers in times of need. Just as many 
at Nichols College have helped the Class 

of 2020 reach their full potential, she 
believes the graduates are entering the 
world ready to step up to the plate when 
called upon.

The virtual ceremony also allowed a 
few students to address their class in 
one final farewell to their college years. 
Class Speaker Taylor Ward took the 
time to thank Nichols College and her 
classmates for giving her bonds that she 
will cherish for the rest of her life.

“If it wasn’t for Nichols, I’d still be 
an only child but now I have hundreds 
of brothers and sisters and I can’t wait 
to support each other for the rest of our 

lives,” Ward said. “We gave a lot, left 
our legacy like they told us to, but we 
didn’t know how much more we would 
gain. An education, endless networks, 
role models, opportunities and count-
less memories but most importantly we 
got a family.”

Class Valedictorian Jessica Larsh 
admitted that her speech changed sig-
nificantly from when she first wrote 
it in February, a month before the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the school 
to close. She admitted had she known 
what was on the horizon she would 
have made a few more memories with 
her classmates before returning home, 
but said the memories she did make and 
the lessons she learned at the school 
will forever be a part of her life.

“I hope that this experience we are 
all going through can bring our class 
closer together and make our return, 
whether it be for an in-person grad-
uation or on homecoming weekend, 
something we can cherish more than 
we could have ever imagined. Going 
through this quarantine has taught me 
to appreciate my friends that I made 
at Nichols more than ever and to not 
take anything for granted,” Larsh said. 
“Just because our graduation will be 
held in a different format right now 
and on a different day in the future that 
has yet to be determined doesn’t mean 
that it takes away our achievements as 
a whole. Class of 2020, we will forever 
be united and remembered as the class 
that persevered despite these difficult 
times.”

The ceremony closed with educators 
from the different departments all com-
ing together to wish the graduates good 
luck. Finally, it was all capped off by 
a toast to the future and a promise to 
remember the Class of 2020 as one of 
the most enduring group of students in 
Nichols College history.

Courtesy Photo

Guest speakers for the Nichols College Class of 2020 Virtual Celebration President 
Susan Engelkemeyer, Valedictorian Jessica Larsh, Class Speaker Taylor Ward and Class 
Representative Janey Newman make a toast to the senior class.
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We sometimes find old stocks 
and bonds certificates when 
we handle multigenerational 
New England estates.  Some 
date back over 100 years.  Some 
of these stock certificates are 
only worth around one dollar.  
Rarer ones may be worth as 
much as a new car though.

Scripophily is the study and 
collecting of stock and bond 
certificates.  Like with most 
collectibles, there is a dedicat-
ed group of serious collectors.  

A 2016 CoinWeek article on 
scripophily reported that the 
“Stock and Bond Collectors 
Association (ASBCA) is a 
non-profit organization dedi-
cated to furthering the education and 
study of American historical securities.  
…  certificates which otherwise have no 
value as financial claims, are bought 
for their artistic and historical value by 
collectors.”  

There are estimated to be tens of 
thousands of scripophily buyers world-
wide.  They range from casual buyers 
looking to decorate their home or office 
to serious collectors and museums.  The 
Museum of Finance in New York holds 
a large collection of certificates.  Their 
Web site states “stocks and bonds com-
prise a large portion of the Museum’s 
collection with thousands of examples 
ranging in date from the 18th century to 
contemporary corporations including 
the Internet bubble.”

With people trading stocks online 

and day traders buying and 
selling multiple stocks within 
hours “Paper Stock Certificates 
Are Gone With the Winds of 
Change” according to an 
Investopedia article.  Most com-
panies no longer issue paper 
stock certificates.  For example, 
Disney stopped issuing certifi-
cates picturing cartoon charac-
ters in 2013.

Now that you have a little 
background on stocks and 
bonds, how do you find how 
much yours is worth?  Even 
if the stock is cancelled or the 
company went out of business 
years ago, the stock certificate 
may be prized by collectors.  

Two examples are mining and sports 
related stocks.

Some mining stocks are desirable to 
collectors.  An Alabama Gold and Copper 
Mining certificate signed by lawman 
Pat Garrett (famous for shooting Billy 
the Kid) brought $2,200 at auction in 
2012.  An 1863 Governor Stanford Gold 
and Silver Mining Company signed by 
Leland Stanford sold for $5,500 in 2013.  
An 1865 San Francisco District Bella 
Gold and Silver Mining Company stock 
certificate reached $35,000 in 2011.  

As you might expect, sports related 
stock certificates are often highly desir-
able.  A 1940 Coca Cola stock certificate 
that was signed by Ty Cobb while he 
was the Twin Falls Bottling Company 
president was auctioned for over $11,000 
in 2012.  Share number 1 of Red Sox 
stock from 1901 went for $19,120 in 2011.  
A 1923 Green Bay Packers stock certifi-
cate sold for $44,000 in 2019.

If you have an uncancelled stock it 
may still be valid.  Beginning in July 
of 1964, CUSIP (Committee on Uniform 
Security Identification Procedures) 
numbers were introduced.  You can 
research your stock using the CUSIP 
number listed on it.  You may also be 
able to find the transfer agent for a stock 
on the company’s investor information 
page of their website.  

Older stocks are harder to evaluate 
by yourself, unless you are fortunate 
enough to have a certificate from a 
company that is still in business today.  
Sometimes companies have merged and 
the stock for a defunct company may 
even have value.  Stocks may have split 
over the years and your certificate may 
actually be worth more.  Checking your 
old stock certificates may be an inter-
esting project to take on while we are 
all sheltering in place.  You may even 
get lucky and find that you have stock 
worth millions.

I have found that online auctions con-
tinue to bring strong prices despite the 
current health crisis.  We are currently 
cataloging an online auction of antique 
paintings, gold jewelry, sterling silver, 
coins, vintage sports memorabilia, 
comic books and other valuable items.  
You can call or email us for no-contact 
options for consigning your items.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com  (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com
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430 Main St., Oxford, MA
We repair all makes and models of Garage Doors 

and Electronic Openers • Broken Springs  
Replacement Sections • Broken Cable 

 Remote problems

Sales • Service • Installation
800-605-9030  508-987-8600

Visa/Master Card Accepted

CHI Factory Discount
ANY 2 sided steel insulated Garage Door

Offer expires 6/5/20

10% OFF
Residential Garage door & 

Electrical Operator Servicer
EXP. 6/5/20

$5000 OFF
R-value 9.65-16, 8 STD colors, 3 Panel 
Designs prices start at $645.00 plus tax 

BEFORE $50.00 Savings
EXP. 6/5/20

Per 
DOOR

Directions: From I-395 South. Take exit 99. turn 
left onto Rte. 200. take right at intersection onto 
Rte. 193 South. Take 1st left onto Chase Road. 
We are 6/10th of a mile down on the right.

We have a large selection of  
mixed specialty hanging pots. 

Can’t decide? 
We also have gift certificates

OPENING 
MAY 1st

Annual Flower and Vegetable Plants, 
Geraniums, Hanging Pots, Decorative 

Planters, Potted Plans & More 

174 Chase Road • Thompson, CT 
Tel/Fax 860-923-9926
Buy Direct from Grower,  
Higher Quality at Lower Prices!

DEBIT

Chase Road
Growers

Daily 10-12 Curbside Pick-up Only - Call in orders. 

We will be following all CT Covid Safety Guidelines 

Visit us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ChaseRoadGrowers

NEW HOURS: 
Mon - Fri 12-6 • Sat & Sun 12-5

ChurCh Listings
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
Pastor James Chase, 248-5550,  Sunday worship 
10:30 a.m. www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.com, 
Sunday worship 10:30 am, Sunday School 9 am.
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., 
Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Jehovah’s Witnesses, Route 169, 765-9519
• Lamblight Christian Church, 37 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Rev. Stephen Wade, (774) 452-2393 - 
Pastor’s Cell. Sunday Service  10:30am. www.
visitlamblight.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

Open tO CLOse
Town Hall (508) 248-2200

Board of Selectmen (248-2206):
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Town Clerk (248-2249):

Monday, Thursday ..7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday ......................... 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Wednesday.................... 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Friday .......................... 7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Public library (248-0452)
Tuesdays and Thursdays  ...............9:30-8:00
Wednesdays and Fridays  ................9:30-5:00
Saturday ............................................9:30-3:00 
(closed on Sat. during the summer)
Closed on Sunday and Monday

Police DeParTmenT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire DeParTmenT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

PosT oFFices
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

scHools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Charlton almanaC

Insightful

Mother’s Day gifts sure to please

Each year, we set aside one day to 
honor mothers.  And each year, we 
struggle to find the perfect gift to show 
them we care.

 Cut flowers are one of the most pop-
ular gifts. No dusting and maintenance 
required, and they are sure to generate 
a smile.  Behavioral research at Rutgers 
University found the gift of flowers had 
immediate and long-term benefits no 
matter the age of the study participants.

 Participants demonstrated true or 
excited smiles as well as delight and 
gratitude when they received flow-
ers. They also reported feeling less 
depressed, anxious and agitated long 
after receiving the gift of flowers.  Floral 
gifts also helped create connections 
between family and friends.

 A hanging basket or container gar-
den is another way to give mom a sea-
son of flowers and more. Gardening 
helps improve health and well-being 
by reducing stress, lowering blood 
pressure, strengthening muscles and 
increasing flexibility. 

If mom likes to cook, a potted toma-
to, container of greens or window box 
of herbs may be the perfect gift with 
increased benefits. Mom can grow and 
further boost her health with fresh 
nutrient-rich vegetables.

 A gift certificate to her favorite gar-
den center, hobby store or retail loca-
tion allows mom the freedom to select 
her own gift.  She can enjoy time shop-
ping for something special she wouldn’t 
normally buy for herself. 

 The gift of time is appreciated by 
many mothers.  Helping mom in her 
garden, working around her home or 
assisting her with another hobby is a 
great way to spend time together doing 
something mom loves.

 Update her garden tools if she is an 
avid gardener. Consider a tool caddy 
and fill it with her favorite hand tools 
such as a weed knife, hand pruner, sun-
screen, and gloves.

 Add elegance and function to your 
mother’s daily activities with durable 
and fashionable gloves.  Their practical 
and fashionable nature makes them a 
popular add-on or stand-alone gift item. 

 Elbow length garden gloves, 
like Foxgloves (foxglovesinc.com), 
protect forearms and hands from sun, 
scratches, and plant oils. The ‘cottony 
soft’ feel of Supplex® nylon makes them 
comfortable but extremely durable and 
tough. They can be washed and dried 
quickly, so mom always has a pair of 
gloves ready to use.  Add some fun to 
this functional gift by choosing one of 
the bright colors. 

 Add a hat to further protect mom 
from the heat and sun when working 
outdoors.  If it’s comfortable and looks 
good, she is more likely to wear it.

 Take the pressure off and make 

mom’s day extra special with one of 
these Mother’s Day gifts that provide 
immediate and long-term benefits. 
She’ll appreciate your thoughtfulness 
when she opens the package, unwraps 
the flowers or puts the tools and gloves 
to use all season long.

Melinda Myers has written numer-
ous books, including Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV 
& radio program. Myers is a col-
umnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and 
was commissioned by Foxgloves for 
her expertise to write this article. Her 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

moments

Photo Courtesy

Protect mom’s hands with quality, colorful gardening gloves.

Old stock certificates

WAYNE TUISKULA

antiques, 
ColleCtibles 

& estates
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19 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA. (508) 943-8012
New Temporary Hours: Mon-Fri 8am- 5:30pm • Saturday 8am-12pm

The “Right Place” Since 1923

Visit us on-line at placemotor.com

We are here to help!

We, as Massachusetts oldest family owned Ford dealer, want everyone to know that we, like Ford, are built to help. Shop 
us online for your new car needs. Our showroom is closed but our internet specialists can still help you get the car you 
need now. We are offering at home test drives! Our service department will remain open for your essential repairs to keep 
you on the road to get your groceries and medications and to help our first responders effectively protect us all. Addition-
ally, we are offering free pickup and delivery of service customer’s vehicles.  Most service work is discounted 10%!

We’ve been here since 1923 and know that together. We are ALL build Ford tough!

Local author celebrates second book 
with virtual release party

BY ANNIE SANDOLI
CORRESPONDENT

S T U R B R I D G E — L G B T Q 
writer and speaker Sarah 
Prager is getting ready to 
celebrate the release of her 
newest book “Rainbow 
Revolutionaries: 50 LGBTQ+ 
People Who Made History” 
with a live streamed launch 
party scheduled to take place 
on Tuesday, May 26 at 1 p.m. 

This is Prager’s second 
full-length publication, fol-
lowing the release of her 
2017 book “Queer, There, 
and Everywhere,” which she 
discussed at a Joshua Hyde 
Library event last June in 
honor of Pride Month. Both 
titles tell the individual stories 
of of queer people who have 
changed the world.

“The 2017 book ‘Queer, There, 
and Everywhere,’ which went 
on to win a few awards, is for 
teens ages 12 to 18 and adults,” 
said Prager. “The new one is 
a middle grade book for ages 
eight to 12. They feature some 
of the same people—there are 
23 people in the first book and 
50 in the new book. The main 
difference between the two is 
more illustration and shorter 
stories in the new book. It has 
illustrated pages, a world map 
that shows the birthplaces of 
each person, and LGBTQ iden-
tity pride flags of the past and 
present.”

“Rainbow Revolutionaries: 
50 LGBTQ+ People Who Made 
History” includes the stories 
of people such as Alexander 
the Great, Billie Jean King, 
Ellen DeGeneres, Greta Garbo, 
James Baldwin, and Sally Ride, 
some of which Prager will read 
during her live stream launch 

party. 
“I’ll read multiple stories 

from the book,” said Prager. 
“The way its formatted is a two 
page spread for each person 
with a picture of them on the 
left page and a bio on the right, 
so the stories don’t take long 
to read. I’ll also be giving a 
little talk to the webcam about 
what the book is about, why it 
was important to me to write, 
and who the book is for and 
answering questions. 

A local place made me cake 
with the book cover printed on 
top and there will be person-
alized signing for people who 

order a book and request an 
autograph.”

Prager has been an LGBTQ 
activist since she came out 
at age 14 and has worked for 
queer rights organizations all 
over the world. In 2013, she 
created the popular Queer his-
tory mobile app Quist and was 
invited to the White House, 
the U.S. embassy in Mexico, 
and the offices of Twitter, 
Google, and Microsoft as a 
result. Her writing has been 
published in The Atlantic, 
The Advocate, Huffington 
Post, Bustle, QED: A Journal 
in LGBTQ Worldmaking, and 

It Gets Better Project’s blog, 
among others. She has also 
contributed to making the tech 
policies of large corporations 
such as Apple more inclusive 
of LGBTQ terms and presented 
to over 140 groups across five 
countries. Prager now lives in 
Sturbridge with her wife and 
two young children, who have 
been an influence on her books 
and are the reason why her 
next book will most likely be a 
picture board book.

“That’s why I want to go even 
younger after this,” she said. “I 
was writing the book for teens 
while pregnant without first 
child, so when it was coming 
out I was reading her books 
about women’s history and 
cartoons of inspirational his-
torical figures. I wished there 

was an LGBTQ Equivalent, so 
I wanted to set out making that 
kind of content.” 

Prager is scheduled to speak 
at Joshua Hyde Public Library 
on June 3 at 6:30 p.m., but 
whether or not it will be affect-
ed by COVID-19 will be deter-
mined as the date gets closer. 
Until then, Prager’s book is cur-
rently available for pre-order 
from most online book dealers. 
To support local bookstores, 
order it from Indiebound or 
bookshop.org.

For more information on 
Prager’s live stream book 
release, go to https://sarah-
prager.com. For updates on 
Prager’s scheduled event at 
Joshua Hyde Library, go to 
https://www.sturbridgeli-
brary.org. 

Sarah Prager

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Mother’s Day is upon us. If you’re 
a mother, you’ll enjoy the recognition 
you get from your family on this day. 
And given the health concerns caused 
by the coronavirus, your appreciation 
of family may be even greater this year. 
As we all know, mothers have a difficult 
job. And many mothers also run their 
own businesses – another demanding 

task made even more dif-
ficult these days. What 
special challenges do 
women face who embark 
on careers as business 
owners?

 Of course, mother-
hood itself presents a 
major challenge. As 
a society, we have not 
achieved gender equity 
yet, in terms of family 
responsibilities, so moth-
ers – even busy business 
owners – still face time 
constraints and inter-

ruptions from work to care for children. 
And it’s not just children, either – the 
vast majority of caregivers for elderly 
relatives are women, according to a 
study from Northwestern University. 
So, many women business owners may 
be coping with multi-generational fam-
ily issues.

 You can’t change the demographic 
pressures you may face, but, as a busi-
ness owner, you can take some steps to 
help improve your financial outcomes. 
Here are a few ideas:

Seek networking opportunities. You 
can find useful, and empathetic, allies 
in other women business owners, who 
may be able to direct you to valuable 
resources. To illustrate: Women’s busi-
nesses often lack financial support to 
a greater degree than men’s, and it 
is unfortunately not uncommon for 
women to be denied loans because of 
gender and cultural biases. But if you 
become active in a network of women 
business owners, you could find some 
leads to financial institutions that have 
showed themselves to be free of gen-
der-based prejudices. 

Be extra aware of investment 
risks. Everyone should always be aware 
of investment risk, of course, but if 
you have most of your assets tied up 
in your business, you may need to be 
extra diligent. You’re already taking 
a fair amount of risk by just having a 
business, so you may need to balance 
this risk in your investment portfolio 
by choosing the mix of investments that 
can help you move toward your goals 
without subjecting you to excessive 
market volatility.

Establish a retirement plan for your-
self. Have you established a retire-
ment savings plan for yourself? About 
one-third of business owners haven’t, 
and 40 percent are not confident they 
can retire before 65, according to data 
compiled by SCORE, a nonprofit orga-
nization that works with small busi-
nesses. Fortunately, you have several 
good retirement plan options, including 
an “owner-only” 401(k), a SEP-IRA, a 
SIMPLE IRA or even a solo defined 
benefit plan, which functions like a 
pension.

Create a succession plan. You may 
need a strategy for transferring or sell-
ing your business. Do you want to keep 
the business in the family? If so, who 
do you want to take it over? Or would 
you prefer to simply sell it to someone 
else? Your decisions, whatever they are, 
will affect your financial picture and 
possibly that of your family, so you will 
want to consult with your tax, legal and 
financial advisors to arrive at a plan 
that works best for your needs.

You’ve got some twists and turns 
ahead of you on the road to financial 
security. But planning ahead, consid-
ering various possibilities and seizing 
your opportunities can help you smooth 
out the journey.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Smart moves 
for women 
business ownersAn important 

lesson from 
history

We have several thoughts now that 
states are beginning to slowly re-open.  
Each state is doing it in their own way.  
We have noticed that this situation has 
made more aware of the remarkable 
amount of control state governors actu-
ally have.  This is a good thing.  

As we’ve seen on the national news, 
some states are riddled with protesters, 
in many cases armed with guns.  We 
simply cannot fathom this approach.  
Governors are taking measures to pro-
tect the health and well being of their 
residents.  Mistakes are bound to hap-
pen in the face of an unprecedented 
scenario such as this, but we are quite 
certain that no one — governors and leg-
islators included — wants to be dealing 
with a highly deadly contagious disease 
that has now killed more Americans 
than were killed during Vietnam.  No 
one.  

The Stay at Home orders are not easy 
on anyone, especially those who are 
still waiting for unemployment checks, 
and who are dealing with a backlog of 
unpaid bills.  It’s also stressful to have 
to watch the impact on our economy.  
Again, no one wanted or invited this sit-
uation, but here we are.  Whether things 
might have turned out differently if we 
had seen a quicker response from the 
federal government, we cannot say, but 
in any case, what is in the past should 
be left there. 

The question now becomes, what hap-
pens if states rush to open too much too 
soon? Will we have to close everything 
down again if a second wave of COVID-
19 washes through?

Flashing back to the 1918 Spanish Flu 
epidemic, we can learn a few things 
about how and what happens when 
reopening.  Cities who kept strict orders 
in place such as social distancing, ear-
lier and kept them longer, fared better 
both financially and health-wise in the 
long run. Noted was fewer deaths and a 
faster bounce back to their economies.  
Health and economy went hand in hand.  

Studies show that in Denver, San 
Francisco and St. Louis, measures to dis-
tance were taken early; however, those 
cities made what was, in retrospect, the 
mistake of reopening too soon, and a 
second wave hit that was worse than the 
first.  People in states who lifted restric-
tions too early in 1918 went out into the 
streets to celebrate the armistice that 
ended the First World War sans masks, 
and from there, a severe second wave 
hit.  

In 1918, New York City kept their 
measures in place for much longer.  
Officials waited until the death rates 
were extremely low.  Consequently, New 
York experienced only one wave, and 
had the lowest death rate in the country.  
What we can learn here is that it is bet-
ter to shut down once, for longer, than 
experience a shutdown far longer, if two 
shut downs become necessary.  

A study recently posted by the CDC 
tells the story of a woman who was din-
ing at a restaurant while asymptomatic.  
She spread the disease to nine other 
diners who were eating nearby.  Noted 
was the fact that those who were infect-
ed were in the same zone as the air flow 
from an air-conditioner. 

At the end of the day, we learn from 
history that the most advisable approach 
is a slow, steady, and cautious one. 

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to tell 

all our readers to turn to the Opinion pages 
and read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Charlton Villager, 

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or e-mail your letters to the editor at 

news@stone bridgepress.news
You’ll need to provide your name and 

place of residence, along with a phone num-
ber, so we can verify the letter is yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if you keep 
it around 600 words or so, you’re going to 
have a better chance at seeing all your words 
in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a 
particular issue, maybe a guest Your Turn 
column is your cup of tea. If you do that, try 
to keep it between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or per-
sonal attacks are a no-no and could lead to 
your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start writ-
ing!

Shopping with zombies
As an extreme extrovert, 

quarantine is torture. An 
extrovert gains energy from 
being with and communicat-
ing with others. Quarantine 
prohibits what gives me 
energy. I’ve slept more and 
have stared at the TV more 
in the last month than I did 
in the last year. I can’t take much more.

A friend recently posted a meme on 
social media that said,

“Now that I am living through a 
plague, I understand why most of the 
Italian renaissance artists painted pic-
tures of fat, half-naked people laying on 
their couch.”

A few days ago, I decided enough 
was enough. I donned a mask, slipped 
on my gloves, and headed to my local 
grocery store. I should not have gone 
out, but shopping is a social event for 
me. I can go in for a quart of milk and 
spend two hours chatting and meeting 
people. I can’t help it. It’s who I am. I’m 
an extrovert. 

So, properly protected, and with 
much excitement and anticipation of 
connecting with other human beings, 
with proper social distancing, I ven-
tured into the store. I grabbed my cart, 
wiped it down with disinfectant, walked 
through the door to find the store was 
both packed with other mask and glove 
wearing individuals, but the silence 
was surprising. With a big smile on my 
shielded face, I began trying to make 
eye contact, but everyone, eyes down, 
seemed to resist. 

And there was something new and 
unusual on the floors ... arrows indicat-
ing that all the aisles were now traffic 
coordinated with one-way signs, which 
limited my ability to smile and make 
contact in hopes of finding another 
human in need of a conversation.

Like a horror movie about the liv-
ing dead, I was shopping with zom-
bies. No eye contact. No smiles. No 
social interaction of any kind. The brief 
momentary eye contact I did experience 
seemed both unwelcome and fearful, as 
if zombie eyes can send a virus causing 
death ray into the eyes of others. I’m 
making light of it, but the people in the 
store were scared.

What are we doing? Where are we 
going? How will quarantine impact the 
rest of our lives, and will it ever end? I 
don’t have answers but only questions.

As I’ve said several times before, 
human beings are herd animals. We 
thrive with family and friends. Most 
are happiest within the familiarity of 
the herd. What we are experiencing is 
unnatural.

I understand the need for social dis-
tancing and cooperating with the direc-
tives of our governing bodies. This all 
began with us knowing so little about 
this virus that extreme measures were 
warranted and welcomed. As we learn 

more about who is at risk 
and how, we can more 
intelligently manage the 
dangers. Isn’t it time to 
begin a slow and measured 
return to some level of nor-
malcy?

One-size-fits-all mea-
sures are rarely, if ever, 

good. The elderly and those of us with 
health conditions that make us sus-
ceptible must shelter in place and take 
every precaution to remain safe. But is 
that true for the young and healthy?

Our business community is being 
crushed. Hospitals have been prohibit-
ed from doing elective surgery. In the 
beginning, I understand there was a 
fear that our healthcare systems would 
be overwhelmed and collapse. It didn’t 
happen. Instead, like our small busi-
ness community, our hospitals could 
conceivably collapse under the extreme 
mandates and financial pressures of not 
taking in the cash needed to function. 
How would we cope without hospitals?

Why can’t a young and healthy twen-
ty-something athlete get his/her knee 
repaired? Why can’t a healthy thirty-
two-year-old data processor have carpal 
tunnel surgery? The hospitals need to 
function, and the demand is there. Isn’t 
it time to cautiously begin the slow and 
measured process of returning life back 
to normal? 

As for shopping with zombies, my 
feeble attempt at humor, I understand 
that protective measures must be con-
tinued, and I’ll fully comply. There is 
no evidence however that the virus is 
transmitted by making eye contact at a 
safe distance. As I hope there is a slow 
return to normalcy in governmental 
restrictions, I equally hope that we can 
lift the fear from our minds and hearts 
and begin making eye contact again and 
sharing smiles. Smiling does lift our 
spirits and make us feel better. I don’t 
need you to remove your face mask to 
see your smile. Our eyes tell it all. Let’s 
all snap out of our zombie state, become 
less fearful and start seeing each other 
again.

My daughter is a pastor and often 
ends her church service with this state-
ment. “I need you. You need me. We 
need you and you need us.” It’s never 
been truer.

Let’s make eye contact. Let’s acknowl-
edge each other. We need each other. 
The herd needs to see your smiling eyes.

Will you look at me once again when 
I see you?

I miss you. 
 
Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-

umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

Nostalgic Favorites from 
the Heirloom Garden

The delightfully 
heady scent of lilacs 
in bloom, lofty day-
lilies swaying in a 
summer breeze, and 
dainty purple Hosta 
buds rising above lush 
greenery - such are 
the things an heirloom 
garden is made of.  
Generations of New 
England gardens have been graced 
with the beauty and simplicity of these 
historic flowering plants. Poets have 
penned prose about them and artists 
have brushed their images for posteri-
ty. Heirloom flowers and plants invoke 
nostalgia, while providing both beauty 
and sentiment to an outdoor garden. 
Lilacs, Daylilies, and Hosta are perenni-
al New England favorites. In some cases 
plants grown a century ago continue 
to thrive and bloom today, serving as 
living antiquities in the garden. Read 
on for a review of these historic New 
England plants.

**
Lovely Lilacs
Fragrant clusters of lilacs adorned 

colonial yards and gardens. In early 
America lilacs were grown both for 
their beauty and their medicinal prop-
erties. In fact, in the late 18th centu-
ry, both Thomas Jefferson and George 
Washington wrote about their lilac 
plants. The species is so hardy that 
early lilac bushes, in a testament of 
survival, have continued to thrive in 
colonial homesteads, long after the 
homes were abandoned or destroyed.  
Lilacs have been known to survive hun-
dreds of years, making them a true heir-
loom flower. The Governor Wentworth 
Estate in Portsmouth, NH boasts the 
oldest surviving lilac bushes, said to 

have been planted circa 
1750. While there are many 
strains of the flower, the 
most nostalgic is the com-
mon lavender hued lilac 
(Syringa Vulgaris), which 
was brought to America in 
the mid 1700s from eastern 
Europe.

Growing Lilacs 
(New England is 

the perfect climate to grow lilacs, 
as it is very cold hardy, requir-
ing a frost to prompt bud blooming.  
For optimum blooms, a lilac bush should 
be planted in areas that receive full sun 
(at least six hours per day). Lilacs like 
a slightly alkaline soil. Spread roots 
out vertically and cover with topsoil. 
A newly planted lilac bush should be 
kept well watered. Add a loose mulch 
above the roots to help with water 
absorption. Keep in mind different vari-
eties of lilacs bloom at different times.  
When lilac flowers have finished bloom-
ing, prune the dead flowers back to just 
above where new buds are forming. Be 
prudent with pruning, as over cutting 
can result in a decrease of blooms next 
year.

Lilac Uses 
Lilac flowers have been known to treat 

liver problems, rheumatism, bronchitis, 
and bruises. The following is a published 
“recipe” for a topical rub claimed to aid 
in relieving the symptoms of bruising:  
Mix together one cup of lilac flowers 
and one half liter of vodka. Soak a com-
press and apply to bruises or wounds. 
Legend has it lilac drives away evil 
wherever it is planted or strewn. It is 
said that lilac bushes were planted on 
the homestead by colonists in an effort to 
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From trout to turkeys
All it took was a few warm days to get 

trout and other numerous fish species 
to actively start feeding.  Trout were 
surface feeding at many ponds through-
out the valley.  This week, Wallum 
Lake had set up a thermocline, and 
fishing improved dramatically. Fresh 
water bass are also being caught at 
local waters throughout the area. There 
are more people fishing now, which is 
a good thing. Unfortunately, all boat 
ramps in Rhode Island are closed to out 
of state residents.  Hopefully, that will 
change soon. 

Local turkey hunters harvested 
some impressive birds after the weath-
er warmed up a bit. This week’s pic-
ture is of Steve Rondeau with his 22 
pound tom which was a nice bird with 
a 10 inch beard and sporting one inch 
spurs. Numerous other successful hunt-
ers harvested some nice birds also.

A bit more history on Wallum Lake 
involving attempts by Massachusetts 
Fish & Wildlife to make it a trophy 
brown trout pond (lake). Many attempts 
to introduce live smelt from the Quabbin 
Reservoir into Wallum Lake more than 
40 years ago seemed to be working, and 
anglers were catching some impressive 
brown trout in the four to six pound 
range until the smelt failed to spawn in 
a couple of tributaries in the lake. 

A second attempt to get a permanent 
population of smelt into the lake was 
made by the Mass.Fish &Wildlife by 
setting up screens of fertilized smelt 
eggs at a couple of tributaries in the 
lake, but that failed because of the acid-
ity of the water.  As mentioned in last 
week’s column about the liming of the 
lake by “Living Lakes,” which seemed 
to take care of the problem a few years 
later, but the Division abandoned their 
efforts to restock smelt. 

Under pressure from local sports-
men, the Division of Massachusetts 
fisheries started to stock shoal spawn-
ing alewives, and fishing started to 
improve. Unfortunately, the D. F. W. 
stopped stocking many brown trout in 

the lake, and removed the 2 brown 
trout limit.  Rhode Island did continue 
to stock brown trout in the lake, but 
they were quickly fished out before 
they had a chance to grow into trophy 
fish, because of the six fish limit at that 
time. The daily bag limit is now five 
trout under Rhode Island Regulations 
of any species.   

Massachusetts Fish & Wild Life  
seemed to have enough of Wallum Lake, 
and now considers the lake a put & take 
fishery. Local anglers had hoped to con-
vince the Division to acquire some fin-
gerling brown trout from upstate New 
York 40 years ago or so, and stock them 
into Wallum Lake. Myself and a couple 
of local anglers convinced New York to 
give a stocking of brown trout to Mass. 
for Wallum Lake.   

Unfortunately the fish biologist at 
that time felt he had enough species of 
brown trout in the state, and he turned 
down the offer. Anyone that has fished 
upstate New York’s  Lake Ontario know 
how fast they grow.  They are foot-
balls  in only a couple of years.  I often 
think of what Wallum Lake could have 
been. Massachusetts Fish & Wildlife did 
stock some impressive trout through-
out the state this year.  Wachusett 
Reservoir has also been hot, giving up 
some large Lake Trout.  

A call from Harry Salmon a former 
Douglas resident now living in Florida, 
reported on some great fishing for crap-
pie and bluegills, with a largemouth 
bass once in a while.  He is fishing 
almost every day aboard his pontoon 
boat ,with a couple of buddies. He had 
hoped to return to Douglas this past 
week, but decided to stay a bit longer 
because of Covid-19. 

An attempt to make it easier to obtain 
a permit to carry a concealed hand gun 
on Wild Life Management Areas by the 
Corps of Engineers will hopefully pass 
soon.  Any lawful person that has a 
License To Carry cannot bring a hand-
gun onto Management property at this 
time.   

Stay safe!
Keep them Rods Bending & Take a 

kid Fishing.  
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To sponsor Friday’s Child call Mikaela at 508-909-4126 
or email Mikaela@stonebridgeoress.news

Hi! My name is Braydon and 
you can call me Brady! 

Braydon “Brady” is a polite and 
caring boy of Caucasian descent. 
Braydon has many talents and 
interests including dancing, mu-
sic, sports, drawing and playing 
games. His favorite activities are 
basketball, football, video games 
and being active! Braydon is de-
scribed by those who know him as 
enthusiastic and fun-loving. 

Brady shares that he loves going 
to school. His favorite subject in 
school is math. He reports his fa-

vorite colors are red and blue and his favorite food is pizza but is open to 
trying different foods. Braydon can be a good advocate for himself and has 
shared he is looking forward to having his own family.

 Legally freed for adoption, it will be important to Braydon that he contin-
ues to maintain contact with his two older siblings. Braydon sees them at 
least monthly and has a positive relationship with them and their families. 
Braydon absolutely loves animals and hopes his future family will have a 
dog and that one day he will become a vet! Braydon shared that his three 
wishes for his future family are for them to always make hot breakfast (or 
buy sweet cereal and a lot flavored oatmeal), to have dogs, and to have a 
bike and a helmet! Braydon would do best as the only child or youngest 
child in a family.

Who Can Adopt?  
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs?  If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.     

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good  match for.      

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-6273 or visit www.mareinc.
org.   The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home. 

j j j Friday’s Child j j j
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Place Motors is proud to sponsor

Braydon 
Age 12

To advertise in 

The Local  

Service Provider Directory 
Contact June  

at 508-909-4062  
Jsima@stonebridgepress.newsGENERAL LANDSCAPING 

with Mowing, Shrub Trimming and Mulch
Walks, Walls and New Lawns

Harrison 
Landscaping  

& Jon’s Lawns
(508) 248-5488 
www.harrisonlandscaping.com

Experience • Insured • Dependable • Affordable

Mowing, Mulching, & Fertilization
Shrub Pruning & Clean-Ups

Hardscapes: 
Walks & Walls
New Plantings

LANDSCAPING
Paving is our 
#1 Priority –
Not Just a 
Sideline!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com
Cell: 508-864-9708

Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERSAPPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Speed Queen  
authorized dealer & servicer

Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

local SERVICE  providers
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required to do business on site or 
even during the shutdown,” Golas told 
selectmen. “It’s highly encouraged that 
employees continue to work remotely 
as much as possible during this time.”

For the time being all business 
between employees and citizens is to 
take place outside of the Town Hall. 
Golas also noted that the town has a 
supply of face masks available through 
the Board of Health that will allow them 

to provide face coverings for employ-
ees as needed. The policy was put into 
effect days before the Baker-Polito 
Administration announced that face 
masks will be required for all public 
places where social distancing cannot 
be maintained. That mandate went into 
effect statewide on May 6.

Charlton selectmen agreed with the 
Town Administrator’s policy changes 
with Selectman David Singer compli-
menting Golas on doing an effective job 
of leading the Town Hall through the 
pandemic.

“I think Andrew is doing a great job 

and I think that what he’s doing is put-
ting in place a system that is temporary 
and can be lifted at any time as the situ-
ation dictates,” Singer said.

Selectmen discussed whether or 
not a formal vote of approval was 
required in order to put the policy 
in place. It was determined that the 
Town Administrator has the author-
ity to implement the policy without 
selectmen voting in a public forum. 
Selectman Deborah Noble confirmed 
this fact.

“It’s my understanding that a lot of 
these policies can be implemented and 

also rescinded without board approval 
at this time. This is happening at mul-
tiple levels of government right now,” 
Noble said.

Whether it was to record an offi-
cial vote or simply to symbolical-
ly show their support of the Town 
Administrator’s decision selectmen did 
vote unanimously to give the policy 
their blessing.
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ShopShop

NEW LOCATION:
1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge

508-764-0555

Custom Embroidery Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer& Heat Transfer

We’ve Moved!

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 5/4/20 was $1.64 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
Discretion

Serving area towns since 1980 

58 A.F. Putnam Road 
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

www.bairinsurance.com
edwardbair@bairinsurance.com

       BAIR  
Insurance agency

Are you paying too much for your 
auto insurance  

because you don’t have a  
renter’s policy? 

Call or email today

You’ll have peace of mind knowing our 
Insurance Professionals have your back!

We offer policies for
RENTERS

AUTO
HOME

BUSINESS
LIFE

DISABILITY
MOTORCYCLE 

BOAT

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
(508) 885-4405 • Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com  

Caitlin@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com  
or  Visit us on the web at attorneymichellemurray.com 

THE LAW OFFICE OF  
MICHELLE M. MURRAY, ESQ.

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, 

Child Support, Modifications, Adoptions, 
Guardianships, Real Estate, Estate Planning and 

Probating of Estates

188 MAIN STREET, SUITE ONE • SPENCER, MA 01562

Caitlin M. 
Magnan, Esq. 

Michelle M. 
Murray, Esq.

ATTORNEY

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Proudly Serving the Tri-Community 
Area for 30 Years with Expert 

Collision Repair

Brenda Lacaire  (508) 347-9116

 • BASF Paint for the Perfect Match Every Time!
 • Highly Skilled & Experienced Technicians
 • Frame Machines to Re-Align Unibody Damage

Your Vehicle is a Major Investment... should you
 really trust repairs on it to just anyone?

We’ve worked hard to earn our reputation and your trust... 
You can COUNT ON US to get the job done right! Rs#628

Steve’s Collision Center, Inc

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Are you invested 
properly? Get a  
second opinion.

MKT-58941-A

jsima@stonebridgepress.news
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A total of 30 seniors were honored 
during the parade, a group Bussiere said 
was “a very talented and special class.” 
While the students couldn’t finish their 
school year on site and graduation fes-
tivities still have yet to be announced, 
the Show Choir staff didn’t want to wait 
to make sure their seniors knew how 
appreciated they are and how much they 
will be missed.  

“The focus was trying to restore the tra-
ditions we lost by having to leave school 
unexpectedly. I wrote each student a let-
ter and gave it to them with their poster. 
I would have given them the letter with 
their gifts at the banquet. We also gave 
them their superlative awards,” Bussiere 
said. “In the next couple of weeks, they 
will get their senior letters written by the 
underclassmen in the choir. We are fin-
ishing up their senior video that will also 
have the seniors from the concert choir. 
This would have been played at Seniors 
Last Jam where the seniors performed 
solos for the final time. We can never 
replace what they lost, but they will leave 
knowing they were loved.”

Staff members also posed for pictures 
with the graduates during each presenta-
tion being sure to respect social distanc-
ing guidelines while leaving a lasting 
memory for the Class of 2020 Show Choir 
seniors to cherish forever.

SALUTES
continued from page    A1

Rate of fatalities on Mass. roadways doubles in April
BOSTON – The 

Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) is 
reporting that the rate of fatal-
ities on Massachusetts road-
ways doubled in April: with 50 
percent less traffic recorded on 
major highways, 28 individu-
als died in crashes, compared 
with the month of April 2019 
when there were 27 deaths on 
roadways in the state.  The 
high fatality rate last month, 
underscores the importance 
of not exceeding the posted 
speed limit, wearing a seatbelt, 
driving sober, and obeying the 
hands-free law.

“Our traffic and safety 
engineers continuously mon-
itor roadways across the 
Commonwealth and have 
identified a dangerous trend 
that has led to the doubling of 
the vehicular fatality rate in 

Massachusetts for the month 
of April,” said Highway 
Administrator Jonathan 
Gulliver.  “During the 
pandemic, everyone in the 
Commonwealth has sacrificed 
and used disciplined actions 
to keep themselves, their loved 
ones, and our community safe.  
We ask that all residents use 
this same dedication to safety 
and reduce their speeds when 
driving.” 

“Reduced traffic volume 
is no excuse for excessive 
speed,” said Jeff Larason, 
Director of Highway Safety 
for the Executive Office of 
Safety and Security.  “We’re 
reminding everyone to drive 
responsibly, wear a seat belt, 
and watch the road for cyclists 
and pedestrians.”

Stacey Beuttell, Executive 
Director of WalkBoston, 

added, “With the stay-at-home 
advisory still in place, every-
one should expect to see more 
neighbors walking, rolling, or 
running in the street as they try 
to maintain six feet of physical 
distance on narrow sidewalks. 
If you are driving, be prepared 
to yield to people walking and 
drive slowly. Empty streets are 
not a license to drive faster. 
Please consider every street a 
shared street and stay safe.”

Motor vehicle deaths 
occurred state-wide in April, 
including three deaths in a 
24-hour-period on April 18 and 
April 19: in Richmond, on Route 
41 southbound, in Hopkinton, 
on I-495 southbound, and in 
Seekonk, on I-195 eastbound.  
The most recent road fatality 
reported to MassDOT was on 
Saturday, May 2, occurring in 
Andover on I-93 near exit 42.

The Commonwealth has sev-
eral initiatives which seek to 
improve road safety, including:

•         The Massachusetts Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan, crafted by a 
diverse cross section of government 
agencies, advocates, and other stake-
holders which contains specific strat-
egies, direct actions and legislative 
proposals to get Massachusetts closer 
towards zero deaths and to an interim 
goal of a 12 percent drop in five-year 
average fatalities and a 21 percent 
drop in five-year average serious inju-
ries.

•        The 2019 Massachusetts 
Pedestrian Transportation Plan 
and 2019 Massachusetts Bicycle 
Transportation Plan seek to elim-
inate fatalities and serious injuries 
for pedestrians, individuals using a 
wheelchair, cane or other assisted 
mobility device, and those riding 
bicycles while increasing the number 
of trips taken.

•         MassDOT’s public education 
program, “Scan the Street for Wheels 
and Feet,” underscores the need for 
greater awareness on the road, citing 
statistics including, “one in four deaths 
in motor vehicle crashes involve peo-
ple walking or bicycling.”  MassDOT 
has been pleased to work collabora-
tively on this public safety initiative 
with the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Public Safety and Security, 
the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health, Boston Vision Zero, 
WalkBoston, MassBike, and the Safe 
Roads Alliance. 

In addition, in January 
2019, the Baker-Polito 
Administration filed several 
proposed safety bills, includ-
ing the hands-free law which 
became law in February 2020, 
with fines for violations taking 
effect April 1.   
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JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

SpringSpring
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550508-784-1550

Concrete

—  SERVING CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND  —
WHY CONCRETE QUICK?

CONCRETE 
QUICK, LLC
No Minimum Purchase 

Buy Only What You Need

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility – according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job… no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Job too small • No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste • Environmentally Friendly

NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

WEEKEND Pours Available!
(508) 868-3946 ask for Clyde

ConcreteQuickLLC.com

WASTE REMOVAL

TRUCKING INC.

• Residential • Commercial  
• Hauling • Recycling  

• Demolition • Transfer Station

Northbridge, MA 
508-234-2920

tomberkowitztruckinginc.com

TOM BERKOWITZ~Est. 1980~

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

for more information or for a free estimate
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control
Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY
 HARDSCAPE 

RETAINING WALLS
CHIMNEY REPAIR

PATIOS 
FOUNDATION CRACKS
PRESSURE WASHING

WATER PROOFING
CORD WOOD

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
DELIVERY OF  
AGGREGATE

Masonry

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/20. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& & PROPANEPROPANE

MAIN STREET  
SERVICES

Senior Citizen (65+) 
DISCOUNT

If we don’t do it,  
you don’t need it done.

Tradesman for over 40 yrs.

Call Rich for your 
next  project

508.963.1191

HANDYMAN

Handyman
Drain Clearing • Plumbing

Carpentry
Pressure Washing
Small Jobs to Total 

Renovations

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Gutters
Need New Gutters...

Look No Further!
50% OFF

GUTTER GUARDS 
or

FREE 
SPRING CLEANING

With gutter installation AND mention 
of this ad. Limit one per house, per 

customer. Limited time offer.

GARY’S GUTTERS
Installation, Cleaning, Repairs

508-353-2279

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty BlacktopNew Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Power Washing 
Carpentry

SPRING SPECIAL 
BOOK NOW & SAVE
• FREE ESTIMATES • 

• FULLY Insured • 
• Reasonable Rates •

Rich O’Brien 
Painting

28 Years Of Experience

(508)248-7314

CHIMNEYS & 
MASONRY

Chimney 
Cleanings

ONLY $99
-FREE Estimates-

$50 OFF 
Chimney Caps 

or Masonry Work
All kinds of masonry 

work, waterproofing & 
relining. All types of 

construction & carpentry, 
foundation and chimney 
repair, new roofs, and 

stonewalls!
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

Central 
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C

25 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUDD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • 1200 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Qualified Contractor

Custom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
log cabin  

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

Black Diamond 
Lawn Care

Professional work  
at prices beating  
the competition!

Cleanups
Mowing •Plowing

Mulching
Hedge Trimming

Patios, Etc…
Seth Goudreau
774.402.4694

blackdiamondlandscaping.com

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Experienced & Ambitious

Lawn CareHome Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Civil Engineering 
Associates

• Title 5 
 Inspections
• Perc and 
 Septic Designs
• Site Plans 
 and Drainage

Over 40 years
in Business

413-246-9804

Engineering

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman
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NEWTON — Allyson Parabicoli, a 
Event Management major at Lasell 
University, became a Certified 
Hospitality Department Trainer 
(CHDT) through the American Hotel & 
Educational Institute.

Parabicoli, an Uxbridge resident, 
received the certification as part of 
their Hospitality Operations Capstone 
course, taught by Professor Siddharth 
Mobar.

“The CHDT 
designation gives 
these students 
industry recogni-
tion as profession-
als who not only 
excel at their work, 
but who take on 
the added respon-
sibility of showing 
others how to do 
the job right,” said 
Mobar.

To learn more about Lasell 
University’s hospitality management 
program, visit https://www.lasell.edu/
academics/schools/school-of-business/
programs/hospitality-management.
html

For more information contact: 
Samantha Mocle, assistant director 
of communications at smocle@lasell.
edu or at 617-243-2386.

protect the inhabitants from bad forces. 
**

Hardy Hosta
Hosta plants are a common through-

out the New England landscape. The 
plants abundant lush, green foliage and 
sprouting blue flowers have made them 
a favorite for over a century. Originally 
from Japan, the, Hosta was brought to 
America from Europe in the mid 19th 
century. Doctor and botanist Englebert 
Kaempfer (1651-1715), is named as the 
pioneer researcher of Japanese plants, 
including Hosta, which led to the plants 
eventual import to this country. Hostas 
were an important element in the 
Victorian garden, a tradition that con-
tinues today as the border plant is often 
found along pathways to historic New 
England homes.

Growing Hosta
The Hosta is a very self sufficient 

plant, requiring little or no sun, fer-
tilizer, or tending. A shade tolerant 
plant, hostas are very low mainte-
nance and easy to grow, making them 
a favorite for shady rock gardens, 
walkways and lawn borders. Little 
bell shaped blooms emerge from cen-
ter spikes of the plant in summer.  
Hosta boasts a variety of different 
strains, offering various leaf size, tex-
ture and color, including an array of 
variegated leaves. While Hostas are 
known as shade plants, they should 
not be planted in deeply shaded areas. 
For best results, choose an area with 
morning sun and afternoon shade. Dig 
a hole one and a half times the width 
of the root ball, as the plant’s roots 

with grow and spread horizontally.  
Hostas grow and spread fast, making 
them a popular offering at spring gar-
den club sales, as members typically 
divide and share their plants. Hostas 
are best divided in early spring as the 
plants are just beginning to sprout. Dig 
out the whole plant clump to separate 
the plants.

H o s t a  U s e s 
While Hosta is a gorgeous, lush plant, 
its usefulness may not be limited to 
its spectacular eye appeal. According 
to some gardeners, Hosta is an edible 
plant, with young leaves best enjoyed 
steamed in the same manner as dande-
lion greens.

**
Dazzling Daylilies
The historic orange Day Lily, which 

blooms but one day, is a common sight 
along New England back roads, flour-
ishing within the confines of picket 
fenced yards as well as sprawling 
through countryside fields. Daylilies, 
originally from Asia, made their way 
to Europe and arrived in this country 
with the colonists where they became a 
backyard reminder of their homeland. 
Daylilies belong to the genus 
Hemerocallis, which translates from 
Greek to “beautiful for a day.” While 
many new colors and varieties of the 
Day Lily are offered today, the heir-
loom flowers of our ancestors are the 
orange Tawny Day Lily (Hemerocallis 
Fulva) and the yellow Lemon Day Lily 
(Hemerocallis Lilasphodelus). Daylilies 
were another mainstay of the Victorian 
garden, often lining a path through a 
garden gate or walkway. The famil-
iar orange Day Lily still serves as 
nature’s mark of summer today. In New 
England, the tubular’s blooms begin to 

open between the start of school sum-
mer vacation and 4th of July. (Much 
to her delight, the first blooms coin-
cide with our daughter Katie’s July 
2nd birthday each year.)

Growing Daylilies
The Day Lily is easily established, 

growing quick and vigorously. It 
enjoys full sun, which will maximize 
blooms, but adapts to light shade well. 
Daylilies are tolerant of most soils, 
but do best in ground that is slight-
ly acidic. The plants should be well 
tilled and hole should be large enough 
to accommodate roots without crowd-
ing. When planting, be sure the crown 
of the plant is at least an inch below 
the ground and water thoroughly. 
The plant is hardy and very forgiving, 
usually flourishing with little effort.  
Daylilies grow and multiply vigorous-
ly, so they should be divided about 
every three years. Divide and trans-
plant plants in early spring or just after 
flowering. Be sure divisions have two to 
three stems or leaves with roots intact.

Day Lily Uses
The flowers of Daylilies are 

edible, and are typically served 
cooked in Asian dishes and soups.  
***

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renown restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your best 
helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or E-mail KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.
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To place a Card of Thanks
In-Memoriam, Birthday 

or Anniversary Greeting,  
 

the deadline is Friday noon 
for the following week.

(Memoriams will run on the Obituary pages)
Ad prices are $15 for a 2x3 (actual size 2.4” x 3”) 

or $25 for a 3x4 (3.7” X 4”) or 4x3 (5” x 3”). 
You can add a photo at no additional cost. 

To send by mail, please mail or drop off to 
June Simakauskas, P. O. Box 90, 25 Elm St., 

Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Personal checks, Visa, Master Card, Discover and AMEX are accepted. 

For more information, 
please call June at 508-909-4062 

or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news 
and she’ll be happy to help! 

LEGALS
SECTION 00100

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
STAFFORD STREET CULVERT  

REPLACEMENT PROJECT
Town of Charlton, Massachusetts

Sealed bids for the Stafford Street 
Culvert Replacement Project, for the 
Town of Charlton, Massachusetts, will 
be received at the Selectmen’s Office 
for the Charlton Board of Selectmen, 
37 Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507 
until 2:00 PM on Wednesday June 3, 
2020 at which place and time said bids 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The work includes construction 
replacement of an existing corrugat-
ed steel culvert with a new 96 inch 
corrugated aluminized steel culvert. 
The culvert pipe is being provided by 
the Town. The work shall include all 
incidental work including, but not nec-
essarily limited to: traffic management 
and temporary signage, pavement cut-
ting and excavation, temporary stream 
diversion, demolition of existing cul-
vert, tree removal, new gravel roadway 
base and hot mix asphalt paving, etc. 
Each bid shall be accompanied by a 
bid security in the form of a certified, 
treasurer’s check, bid bond or cash in 
the amount of 5 percent of the value of 
the bid. All bidders must be MassDOT 
Prequalified for Bridge Construction 
and Highway Construction in 
Massachusetts.
A pre-bid meeting will be held at 
10:00 AM on Wednesday, May 20, 
2020 at the Selectmen’s Office for 
the Charlton Board of Selectman, 37 
Main Street, Charlton, MA 01507. All 
prospective bidders are encouraged 
to attend.
Drawings and other Contract 
Documents may be examined at the 
following:

Town of Charlton, Town Hall,  
Selectmen’s Office, 37 Main Street, 

Charlton, MA
The Contract Documents may be 
obtained at Town of Charlton Town Hall, 
located at 37 Main Street, Charlton, 
MA 01507, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday upon pay-
ment of $50.00 for each hard copy 
set, for the cost of copying. Electronic 
versions of the Contract Documents 
including Drawings will be available at 
no charge from the Town of Charlton 

Selectmen’s Office.  There will be no 
refunded payment for Bid Documents.
Contract Documents and plans will be 
mailed to prospective bidders upon 
request and receipt of prepayment of 
associated mailing costs.  This amount 
is not refundable.
Both checks shall be made payable to 
Town of Charlton.
The successful bidder shall furnish 
a performance bond and a payment 
bond in an amount at least equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
contract price as stipulated in Section 
00700.
The Owner reserves the right to waive 
any informalities or reject any or all 
bids. A bid which includes, for any 
item, a unit cost that is abnormally low 
or high may be rejected as unbalanced. 
The right is also reserved to accept any 
bid deemed to be best for the interest 
of the Town of Charlton.
The contract completion time for the 
project shall be 145 calendar days 
from the effective date of the Notice of 
Award.
No bidder may withdraw his/her Bid 
for a period of thirty days, excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays 
following effective date of Notice to 
Proceed.
Complete instructions for filing Bids are 
included in the Instruction to Bidders.
Minimum Wage Rates as determined 
by the Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce Development 
(EOLWD) under the provisions of the 
Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 
149, Section 26 to 27D, as amended, 
apply to this project.  It is the responsi-
bility of the Bidder, before bid opening, 
to request if necessary, any additional 
information on Minimum Wage Rates 
for those trades people who may be 
employed for the proposed work under 
this contract.
The bidding and award of the contract 
shall be in full compliance with Sections 
39M inclusive of Chapter 30 of the 
General Laws of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts as last revised.
TOWN OF CHARLTON,  
MASSACHUSETTS
BY ITS BOARD OF SELECTMEN
McClure Engineering, Inc.
Charlton, Massachusetts
May 8, 2020

OBITUARIES
Sheila V. Noonan, 93

AUBURN- Sheila V. (Sheehan) 
Noonan,93, died Wednesday, April 29 in 
Care One at Millbury, due to complica-
tions with the Covid-19 virus.

She leaves her sons; 
John J. Noonan and 
his wife Wallis of 
Rutland and James E. 
Noonan and his wife 
Caren of No.Grafton, 
her daughters; 
Sheila V. Noonan of 
Worcester, Patricia 
A. Ianotta of Auburn, 
Mary T. Sjoblad and 
her husband John 
of Worcester and 
Anne M. Carroll and 
her husband Mark 
of Charlton, grand-
children; Edward, 
Christian, Megan, 
Jennifer, Michelle, 
Erin, Kayla, Jill, 

Derrick, Jenn and Sarah. Great grand-
children; Lily, Owen, Jason, Allison, 
Michael, Kayleigh, Delaney, Isabella, 
Gabriella, Aiden, Roman, Trisha, 
Renee, Sydney and Taylor. Her neph-
ews John and Tommy Maloney. She 
is predeceased by her four brothers; 

Jacky, Thomas, Jeremiah and Maurice 
Sheehan and her three sisters, Anna & 
Mary Sheehan and Eileen Maloney.

She was born in Worcester, the 
daughter of Jeremiah and Mary 
(Wallace) Sheehan. She was a member 
of St. Joseph’s Church in Auburn. She 
enjoyed spending time with her chil-
dren, family and especially her grand-
children. She loved Bingo, The Lifetime 
Channel and their many love stories. 
She was proud of her Irish heritage 
and loved to listen to Irish music. She 
looked forward to her yearly vacation 
to Maine, taking rides by the ocean and 
shopping.

Due to health restrictions, funeral ser-
vices and burial in St. John’s Cemetery, 
Worcester are private for the immedi-
ate family.

The MORIN FUNERAL HOME, 1131 
Main St., Leicester is assisting the 
family with arrangements. Due to this 
difficult time, please consider mak-
ing memorial donations to Worcester 
County Food Bank, 474 Turnpike Rd., 
Shrewsbury, MA 01545 or Feeding 
America, P.0. Box 96749, Washington, 
DC 20090-6749.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Jason Nicholas King. 37
Jason Nicholas King of Ashford, CT. 

37, went to be with his Lord on April 
27th, 2020. 

Jason was born 
April 7th, 1983 in New 
Haven, CT to Peter 
and Melinda Basto 
King. A 2001 grad-
uate of Woodstock 
Academy, he worked 
as a skilled carpenter 
and became versed in 
plumbing and elec-

trical. He made his home in Maine, 
Rhode Island, East Killingly, Eastford 
and Ashford. Jason was a gentle soul, 
always eager to say a kind word and 
lend a helping hand. Nature was his 

soul mate. In the woods with Ox, his lov-
ing golden lab, was where he felt most 
comfortable. 

Jason is survived by his parents, 
Peter (Springfield, Ma) and Melinda 
King (Ashford, Ct.) His brothers, Peter 
(Woodstock CT) and Brandon King 
(Eastford, CT) and his Grandparents, 
Dana Basto (Woodstock, CT) and 
Marieann MacGinnis (Auburn, MA). 

Due to current pandemic limitations 
Jason’s Memorial Service will be sched-
uled at a later date. Interment at the 
discretion of the family. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations in Jason’s memory may 
be made to: The Evangelical Christian 
Ctr., 574 Ashford Center Road, Ashford, 
CT 06278.

Send all obituary notices to 
Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 
to Obits@stonebridgepress.news

TRAINOR
continued from page    A8

Lasell University student 
Allyson Parabicoli becomes 
CHDT certified

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!
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hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

  43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL! EXTREMELY UNIQUE 
3.32 ACRE WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT PROPERTY! 
Charming, year-round, 2 BR, 2 bath Ranch, located at the 
Southern most end of Webster Lake’s South Pond beyond 
Cedar Island!   Extremely private w/direct Lake access.  
The home offers a full finished LL w/walkout access, a 
screened-in 18x20 patio,18x26  det’d  garage  &  8x8  
storage  shed.  Park like grounds! 
 New Price $375,000

WEBSTER LAKE – 32 JACKSON RD

Featured New Listing!Featured New Listing!

SORRY, 
SOLD!Dudley - Marshall Terrace 12,000 +/- Sq, Ft. 

Potential for a 2 family to be built! Town Water, 
Sewer. $70,000

Douglas-Mount Daniels Lot #2-2.5 Acres of flat 
land that abuts Douglas State Forest $132,900  

Webster - Potential 6 Buildable Lots! Water/
Sewer Access, Zoned Lake Residential $129,400.

Webster - 85 Upper Gore! View of the Lake. 1+ 
acre,artesian well, Septic Design,Etc.  $130,000

Oxford - 4 Leicester St. approx. 8.47 acres! River 
frontage! Highly possible to be subdivided.  $99,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WOODSTOCK, CT - 64 LYON HILL RD

 Estate like long paved driveway! 3158 Sq Ft 
Colonial! Geothermal built. Open floor plan, 
ash flooring throughout! Granite and s/s ap-
plianced kitchen! Large master bedroom, cof-
fered ceiling, master bath, W/Jetted tub! Walk 
in closets. Two car garage. Radiused catwalk 
on upper level! A walk up attic. Walk out lower 
level! The third garage is accessed from the 
lower level. Generator hookup. One beautiful 
property!  assisted sale  $499,900.

WEBSTER LAND - COOPER RD

Potential from 10,000+ sq. ft. Lot. 
Need to be divided. Town Water/Sewer. 
Zoned Lake Res. 

$24,500. Each =Total $49,000

2 BUILDABLE LOTS 

WEBSTER LAKE - 28 BLACK POINT RD

2019 CUSTOM BUILT WEBSTER LAKE (WATERFRONT 
ACCESSIBLE) CONTEMPORARY CAPE! Sunrise (E) & Sun-
set (W) Exposure!  2,600+- SF, 11 Rms, 3 BRS, Loft, & 2 
Full Baths.  Open Flr Plan, Cathedral Ceilings, Stone-faced 
Fireplace, Upscale Gourmet Kitchen w/Huge Island, Sunny 
Breakfast Nook w/Built Ins,  Formal Dining, Office, Laundry 
Rm, Mudroom & Coat Closet, 2 Main Level BRs & Full Bath. 
2nd Flr Private Master BR Suite w/Private Bath & Walk-in 
Closet! Central Air!  Cavernous 1,500 SF+ Unfinished LL 
plumbed for a Bath, Oversized 2-3 Car Att’d Garage! Cor-
ner Lot, 12,599 SF (.29 Acre), of Land plus BOAT DOCK.  
 $674,000.

DUDLEY - 25 MARSHALL TER.
Custom Hip Roof Ranch! 1,480+- Sqft . One Level Living! 
Spacious Open Floor Plan. Combination Kitchen/Dining 
w/Breakfast Bar, Cooktop Range & Built -in Oven, 3 Large 
Bedrooms w/Large Double Door BR Closets, Walk-in 
Linen Closet, 1st Floor Laundry Room, Hardwood Floors, 
Ceramic Tile Bath w/Separate Bath Tub & Shower. Forced 
Hot Water Heat by Oil w/High End Cast Iron Baseboard! 
Recently Shingled Roof, 8’ X 10’ Screened Porch ~ Over-
looks Attractive, Level Landscaping ~ Provides an Abun-
dance of Privacy.  $274,900.

NEW TO MARKET ~ MOUNT DANIELS ESTATES!! 
4 Bedroom Hip Roof Colonial 2+ Private Acres!!  Beautiful 
Hardwood Floors + Lg Cabinet Packed Kitchen! 1st flr  1/2 
Bath & Laundry. Grand Living Room. Stone Fireplace! French 
Doors Welcome you to a 3 Season 14x18 Sun Room. 16 x 18 
Deck, Cape Cod Shower! 4 Bedrooms ~ Master W/Hardwd 
Floors, “Spa Like” Bathroom! 3 baths total. New High Effi-
ciency Boiler & Hot Water Tank! Central Air $409,000  

DOUGLAS - 14 MOUNT DANIELS WAY

NEW PRICE

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 5 SURREY LN

Gently Used 5 Bdrm Colonial, or 4 Bedrms 
& Game Room! This 24 x 28 3 Car Garage 
HAS HEAT! Open Concept Kitchen, Dining &  
Living Room, Full bath, Beautiful Granite 
Counters w Breakfast Bar,  Second Floor - 5 
Over-sized Bdrms!  Bath & Laundry Rm! Walk 
up Attic. New Price $399,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER LAKE – 9 Pebble Beach Rd! Middle Pond – Winter Cove! Private Peninsula Protected from the 
Storm – Safe Harbor! Custom 3,179’ 8 Rm Contemp Ready for Your Immediate Enjoyment! Grand Entry Foyer! 
Ideal Open Flr Plan w/Sky Lighted Cathedral Ceilings, Tall Windows & Hrdwd Flrs! Beautiful Applianced Custom 
Granite Kit w/Center Isl! Formal Din, Fireplace Liv Rm w/Water/Estuary Views! 1st Flr Laundry! Second Floor 
Master Suite, Ideal Full Bath, Huge Walk-in Closet! 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full & 2 Half Baths! Walk-out Lower Level 
Fireplace Fam Rm! Buderus Oil Heat! C/Air! Oversized 2 Car Garage!  $779,900.00

WEBSTER – 14 Summit Street! Conveniently Located 8 Room, 4 
Bedroom Cape! Featuring Newly Remodeled Stainless Steel 
Applianced Granite Eat-in Kitchen w/Custom Cabinetry & Luxury Vinyl 
Plank Flooring! Formal Dining w/Hardwoods! Spacious Living Rm w/
Hardwoods! 2 1st Floor Bedrooms w/Hardwoods! Newly Remodeled 
Full Tile Bath! 2nd Floor w/2 Bedrooms w/Hardwoods, Plenty of Closet 
& Storage Space! Updated Second Full Bath! Recently Oil Heat, 
Cast Iron Baseboard! Detached Garage! Corner Lot! $279,900.00 

OXFORD – 377 Main St! 9 Rm Center Hall Colonial! .59 Acre Corner 
Lot! Charm of Yesteryear! Eat-In Frplcd Granite Kit w/Updated Cab-
inets, Frplcd Din Rm w/Built-in China Cabinet & Butler Closet! Gra-
cious Foyer! Spacious Frplcd Liv Rm! Breezeway to a Home Office or 
an Unfinished Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm or Craft Rm! Sit on the Front 
Porch and Enjoy Morning Coffee or Evening Tea! Huge 2-Car Garage 
w/Loft-Storage Area! Mature Tree Studded Yard! $349,000.00

DUDLEY – 231 Dresser Hill Rd! 8+ Rm Custom Built 3 Bdrm, 3 Bath Split Set On 2.63 Acres Professionally 
Landscaped w/Panoramic Views of Nichols College at a Distance! Stamped Concrete Walk Leads to the 
Transom Side Light Door Entry! Custom Granite Kitchen w/SS Appliances including Gas Range! Dining Area 
w/3 Walls of Windows for the Views! Formal Din Rm! Beautiful Frplc Liv Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & French 
Doors to the New Deck with the Incredible Views! 3 Comfortable Bdrms w/Crown Moldings, Spacious Master 
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath! Finished Lower Level w/Fam Rm Offers a Potential In-law! LP Gas Heat & C/Air 
for Comfortable Living! 3 Car Garage! Recent Driveway! Don’t Delay! $449,900.00

 WOODSTOCK – 9 Fawn Ridge! 
Renovated 4 Rm Townhouse! New 
Granite Kit w/SS Appliances! Kit & Liv 
Rm w/Hrdwds! 2 Comfortable Bdrms 
w/New Wall to Wall! New Full Bath! 
Freshly Painted Throughout! Lower 
Level w/Laundry & Storage, Able 
to Finish Additional Living Space! 2 
Parking Spaces! $129,900.00

WEBSTER – 9 Lake Parkway! 
Extremely Conveniently Located 
just off Exit 1 of 395! Loads of 
Potential! 6 Rm Cape! Applianced 
Kit! Din & Liv Rms w/Wall to Wall 
over Hrdwds! 3 Bdrms w/Hrdwds! 
1st Flr Bdrm w/Commode 
Closet! Recent Furnace! 
Recent Roof! $169,900.00

WEBSTER – 60 East Main St! Established Local Bakery & Del-
icatessen Specializing in Polish Foods being Sold with Building! 
Turn Key Business! Equipment to be Included with Sale! High 
Traffic Count! Ample Parking! Easy Access to Rear for Deliver-
ies! Building also consists of a One and Two Bedroom Apart-
ment! The Owner presently uses two rooms for his office and 
storage which could easily be added to the One bedroom Apart-
ment! Building was Totally Renovated in 2010! $599,900.00

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE – 23 Beacon Rd! Killdeer Island – Middle Pond – 
Southern Exposure – Full Day Sun! Level 90’ Waterfront Lot w/11,011 
Square Feet! Meticulously Maintained 5+ Rm, 2 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Home 
w/Room to Expand! Soaring Cathedral Ceiling Family Rm w/Stone 
Fireplace Opening to the Maple Cabinet Kit & 4 Season Sunroom w/
Anderson Slider to the Expansive Deck! 2nd floor Lake Facing Master 
w/Master Bath, Huge Closets & Slider to It’s Lake Facing Deck! C/Air! 
2 Car Garage! Lake Living at its Best! Listed by Another – “SOLD” by 
Century21 Lake Realty! $645,000.00

SOLDSOLD

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OXFORD – 10 Huguenot Rd! 8 Rm Colonial! 1.36 Acres! 
Country Setting! Country Kitchen w/Bay Window Overlooking 
Back Yard, Front to Back Living/Dining Rm w/French Doors to 
Deck! Office! Side Entry Breezeway! 3 Bdrms Plus a Study/Craft 
Rm on the 2nd Floor! 1 Car Detached Garage w/Workshop! Easy 
Access to Shopping and Highways! $179,000.00

DUDLEY – 38 Pine St! 5 Rm Ranch! 
Original Owner! Quaint Eat-in 
Kit! Formal Din Rm! Spacious Liv 
Rm w/New Picture Window! Fam 
Rm w/Views to Private Back Yard! 
Mudrm! Huge Deck! Buderus Oil 
Heat! 2 Car Garage! New Septic! 
Vinyl Sided! Newer Windows! 
Solar Panels! $239,000.00

SHREWSBURY – Waterfront – Flint Pond w/Direct Boating Access to Lake Quinsigamond! The 
Quiet of Flint, All the Action of Quinsig! Privacy Galore on Sargents Island – 4.27 Acres – 2,000’ Water-
front! Beautiful Sunrises & Sunsets! Looking for a Getaway, Principal Residence or Second Home, 
Winters in Florida, Summers on the Island! Tons of Potential, Do a Little or Do a Lot! 4+ Rm, 1 Bdrm, 
1.5 Bath “A” Frame with the Ability to Finish the Walk-out Lower Level, add a Family Rm, Bdrm, Bath-
rm! Nature Abounds, Visited by Deer, Fox, Eagles & More! In Time for Summer! $599,900.00

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

DUDLEY – 132 Southbridge Rd! 5 Rm Bungalow! 2.21Acres! Enjoy 
Nature and Kayak right from your Backyard! Eat-in Kit w/Pantry! 
Frplcd Liv Rm w/Hrdwds & Bay Window! Din Rm or Fam Rm w/
Hrdwds & Ceiling Fan! Full Tile Bath w/Tub/Shower Combo! Master 
Bdrm w/Wall to Wall Carpet! Second Bdrm w/Wall to Wall & Ceiling 
Fan! Walk-up Attic w/Potential for Additional Living Space! 3 Season 
Porch w/Natural Woodwork! Recent Roof! Recent Oil Steam Heat! 
New Septic & being Well Installed! Plenty of Parking! $179,900.00

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront 
Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rms, 
6 Bdrms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Formal Din 
Rm w/Cherry Hrdwds! Lake Facing Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry Hrdwds! Slider to Waterfront 
Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bdrm w/Full Bath, Cherry Hrdwds & Walk-in Closet! 
Frplcd Lower Level Fam Rm! 1st & 2nd Flr Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $1,199,900.00

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.Century21LakeRealty.com • www.WebsterLake.net  #1 on the Internet

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
LusignanLake ReaLty

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!
Spring Special – List Your Home @ 4%

SOLDSOLD

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

mid-August. People donate their bottle 
and cans by dropping them into our 
Green Collection Barrels located in the 
rear of the church.  Our Teens then 
separate cans from plastic and glass 
bottles.  We return them weekly to a 
local redemption center and save the 
proceeds. Come August we present the 
money to Camp.  The past two years 
we have been blessed to present checks 
in excess of $5,000.  Not all the money 
comes from cans but also from gener-
ous donors. 

When asked, how did Camp change 
your world view? Rachel Whipple, a 
first time camp volunteer, responded, 
“Camp Sunshine made me realize and 
respect food workers way more than 
before because it is not as easy as it 
looks.”  

Whipple worked the week in the cafe-
teria.  She also was amazed at the resil-
iency of children and what they can 
teach you.  One small child told Rachel, 
when he gets stressed, he just practices 
his breathing exercises and he does this 
before every surgery. 

Molly Hennessey first attended Camp 
in 2015, returning as a volunteer the 
next summer.

She so loved camp she received a 
certification as a Lifeguard so she could 
work the entire summers of 2017 and 
2018.  

She reports, Camp Sunshine is her 
favorite place and she has met the most 
amazing people in the families who 
attend.”  

Hennessey was inspired by her expe-
rience leading her to study Pediatric 
Nursing, completing her studies gradu-
ating from Simmons University.  

Saint Joseph’s youth programs, also 
known as Life Teen, offers our Teens 
opportunities including religious 
education, mission trips, spots teams 
and dealing with social issues of their 

times.  In addition to Camp, our Teens 
have also volunteered at, the Mustard 
Seed in Worcester, Saint John’s food 
pantry, various local nursing homes, 
Special Olympics, Haitian orphanage, 
Boston Food Pantries and Saint Luke’s 
Guest House in Southbridge.

All of these allow our Teens to expe-
rience the faith while learning about 
our faith.

How can you help?  Please consider 
donating redeemable cans and bottles 
to the efforts and you too can help send 
a Family to Camp.                                                                 

YOUTH
continued from page    A1
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

NATHAN 
STEWART
Buying ~ Selling 

Relocating
Call today for a  

Market Analysis or 
Buyer Consultation

413.387.8608
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com
StewartandStewartHomes.com

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669   774-230-5044
joannszymczack@gmail.com

Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union Street

Worcester MA 01604

CONTRACTORS & BUILDERS

Dudley Opportunity  
4.1 acres with home and potential  

to subdivide 2-3 lots,  
water and sewer available 

 71 Mason Road.  
 $319,900

Experience Matters
Local & Regional Knowledge
Proven Marketing Program
Listing Consultation Includes
 • Prelisting Recommendations
 • Staging, Clean-Up, Fix-Up, 
    & Clear-Out
 • Establishing The Listing Price

 • Guiding You Through The  
  Buyers Financing, 
  Inspecting, & Appraisal 
  Process

We Are With You From Listing 
Through Closing!

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$155,252,380 SOLD

TOP PRODUCING TEAM 
WORCESTER COUNTY

DONNA CAISSIE 
Broker | 774.641.3325

SANDRA TERLIZZI
Realtor| 508.414.9032

1 B Swanson Rd
Auburn, MA 01501

2sistersteam@gmail.com
www.2sistersteam.com

Proudly associated with

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

AVAILABLE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT

BUILDERS CALL FOR DETAILS
Dudley: 18 lot Subdivision for Single  
 family homes. water & sewer  
 available.
Dudley: 22 units subdivision for  
 55+ Community water & Sewers  
 available/

East Brookfield: Waterfront, 2.5 BA, 
New septic, 136’ on Lake Lashaway, 
Vacation all year long.
142 Gleason Ave – $310,000

Woodstock, CT: 21 Acres, Total re-
treat, Custom white cedar log home, 
Hunt, fish & enjoy nature.
480 Rte. 197 – $650,000

SOLD
Webster

17 Cutler St #1

SOLD
Webster

21 Third St #C

WE ARE SELLING CONDOMINIUMS!

Buyer wants a home 
in Dudley, Charlton, 

Southbridge, 
Thompson — 
Ranch or Cape
$250-$310,000
Private Setting

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Please call for all your Real Estate needs

HOME IS NOT A PLACE… 
IT'S A FEELING.

Buy with Confidence
Sell with Success

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

REAL ESTATE
QCC students share 

stories at virtual 
legislative town hall
WORCESTER — The power, strength 

and resiliency of Quinsigamond 
Community College students was the 
highlight of a virtual Legislative Town 
Hall meeting held today for area state 
and local legislators. The event was set 
up to inform legislators of the impact 
the pandemic is having on QCC stu-
dents, as well as enlighten them on the 
ways in which the College has rapidly 
stepped up to meet these unprecedented 
challenges.

Attendees to the event included 
Sen. Michael Moore; Sen. Harriette 
Chandler; Rep. Hannah Kane; Rep. 
Joseph McKenna; Rep. David LeBeouf; 
Rep. Natalie Higgins; Aide to Senator 
Anne Gobi, Yael Langer, Rep. Jim 
O’Day; Aide to Rep. O’Day, Alexis Foley, 
QCC Board Chair Sue Mailman, QCC 
Foundation President Dr. Linda Maykel, 
QCC President Dr. Luis Pedraja, as well 
as QCC students, administrators and 
staff. 

“I am really appreciative of the quick 
work that Quinsigamond Community 
College has done to adjust to the chang-
ing landscape. We are seeing more 
and more essential workers who we 
never thought of as essential. I am 
seeing many, many essential work-
ers trained by Quinsigamond and this 
really does amplify the importance of 
Quinsigamond Community College and 
the entire state college system,” said 
Representative McKenna. “I have an 
appreciation for all that QCC has done.”

QCC Student Government President 
Jorgo Gushi, along with the Phi Theta 
Kappa (PTK) Honor Society President 
Alexander Riopel and PTK Vice 
President of Leadership Tabitha Leber 
spoke of their experiences transition-
ing to remote instruction; the College’s 
handling of the situation, as well as 
the impact of the health crisis on them 
and their classmates.  QCC transitioned 
to remote instruction in record time, 
while adapting its support services to 
fill its diverse student population needs. 
Mr. Gushi spoke of the quick transition 
to remote instruction and the rallying 
of the entire College to make the new 
mode of learning work for all, while con-
tinuing to keep students engaged and a 
part of the QCC community through an 
online student engagement portal.

Ms. Leber, a single mom to a young 
child who is now at home due to the 
closure of Worcester Public Schools, 

spends four to six hours teaching her 
daughter before doing her own full 
course load of school work. She said she 
applauds the College and its faculty for 
the quick and thoughtful response to 
getting courses online, while making 
sure the remote mode of instruction 
worked with the students.

“Each professor has put all their 
coursework online in a way that works 
for them and their students. They have 
been outstanding in understanding our 
situations and working with us,” she 
said. “I am incredibly grateful for all 
the college has done for us at this time.”

Mr. Riopel told of his financial strug-
gles. H recently lost his job and still has 
to pay his bills, noting the increased 
financial need many students now have. 
Prior to the pandemic close to 50 per-
cent of QCC students were struggling 
with food insecurity and that need is 
only increasing as the health crisis 
continues. The QCC Food Pantry and 
Resource Center has been addressing 
this need; however, with the State’s stay 
at home orders in place, the food pan-
try has transitioned to a mobile opera-
tion, serving students once a week. To 
help support this initiative, a Student 
Emergency Fund was set up by the QCC 
Foundation and to date has raised over 
$70,000, according to Dr. Maykel. Other 
ways in which the funding is being used 
include purchasing laptops for students 
who cannot afford them, Internet access 
and scholarships.

During the meeting, Mr. Gushi read 
a note to the legislators from a student 
who had recently used the food pan-
try, in order to highlight the need and 
impact of that service.

“I have never been to a food pantry 
before and didn’t know what to expect. I 
fasted for a few days and it was horrible, 
making me unable to do work and get 
my responsibilities done, but now hav-
ing healthy food that’s energizing, I feel 
like I can get back on track.”

 “Seeing the perseverance of your stu-
dents is amazing,” said Representative 
Kane, noting food insecurity is a top 
priority on the state level. 

 “QCC is always stepping up,” 
Representative LeBeouf added.

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

BATON ROUGE, La. — Nicole Thyne 
of Uxbridge was recently initiated into 
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
the nation’s oldest and most selective 
all-discipline collegiate honor society. 
Thyne was initiated at Framingham 
State University.

Thyne is among approximately 30,000 
students, faculty, professional staff and 
alumni to be initiated into Phi Kappa 
Phi each year. Membership is by invi-
tation only and requires nomination 
and approval by a chapter. Only the top 
10 percent of seniors and 7.5 percent of 
juniors are eligible for membership. 
Graduate students in the top 10 percent 
of the number of candidates for gradu-
ate degrees may also qualify, as do fac-
ulty, professional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 
under the leadership of undergraduate 
student Marcus L. Urann who had a 
desire to create a different kind of honor 
society: one that recognized excellence 
in all academic disciplines. Today, the 

Society has chapters on more than 300 
campuses in the United States and the 
Philippines. Its mission is “To recognize 
and promote academic excellence in all 
fields of higher education and to engage 
the community of scholars in service to 
others.”

More About Phi Kappa Phi
Since its founding, more than 1.5 mil-

lion members have been initiated into 
Phi Kappa Phi. Some of the organi-
zation’s notable members include for-
mer President Jimmy Carter, NASA 
astronaut Wendy Lawrence, novelist 
John Grisham and YouTube co-founder 
Chad Hurley. Each year, Phi Kappa Phi 
awards nearly $1 million to outstand-
ing students and members through 
graduate and dissertation fellowships, 
undergraduate study abroad grants, 
funding for post-baccalaureate develop-
ment, and grants for local, national and 
international literacy initiatives. For 
more information about Phi Kappa Phi, 
visit www.phikappaphi.org.

Nicole Thyne inducted 
into Honor Society of 

Phi Kappa Phi

If it’s important to you,  
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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MAPLE 
 DINING 

 TABLE SET 
w/insert capability 

& 6 chairs. 
$350. 

Coordinating 
Maple Buffet 

w/lots of storage. 
$125. 

$425 for both. 

Call Ed @ 
413-436-8750.

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Warren:  
3 BR townhouse,  

appliances,  
off-street parking,  

gas heat,  
dishwasher.  

Good rental history.  
Good location.  
$1100/mo.

Call Dave 
413-262-5082

Town of Spencer
Notice of Job 
Opportunity
Summer Seasonal 
Maintenance position 
–Sewer department. 
($15.00/hr). General 
duties required to main-
tain facility grounds, 
properties (mow, trim, 
and prune grounds on 
or around Department 
properties, also janito-
rial, and custodial as 
required.)
This is a part time posi-
tion and offers no bene-
fits. High school diplo-
ma or general education 
degree (GED); some re-
lated experience and/or 
training preferred. Fa-
miliarity with operating 
and maintaining small 
motorized equipment 
and general building 
and grounds mainte-
nance practices.  Valid 
Massachusetts Driv-
er’s License required. 
Must be a minimum 
of 18 yrs. old. Sub-
mit application letter, 
resume and standard 
town application form 
to Town Administrator, 
157 Main Street, Spen-
cer, MA 01562; or visit 
www.spencerma.gov. 
Open until filled. Re-
view begins immediate-
ly. Subject to funding.  
EEO Employer.

Interviews will be 
conducted when 
possible due to cur-
rent health concerns

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

ARTICLES FOR SALE
Nordic Track Exerciser-$300 
Epson Photo Printer 
Cd/DVD with program
$650 
Car or Truck Sunroof
$100 
Rollup School Map
$50
Many Chairs 
$25 each.
Electric Fireplace
$140
2 Antique Printing Presses
Manufacturing1885- 
$1500 each.
Call:
508-764-4458

Bunn My Cafe single cup
brewer $75 Oak bookcase
3”x3” 3 shelves $50 508
320-7230

CANON CAMERA
AE-1 MANUAL 
With Lens and Flash
52 mm UV  35 mm  52 mm
Zoom II
62 mm UV model 202
35-70 mm 1007773 
Asking  $150.00 
OR BEST OFFER
1-774-230-7555

DINING ROOM TABLE AND
HUTCH
Maple w/ movable glass tops
for protection.  
60” Long  X  36” Wide 
6 Chairs LIKE NEW 
In garage for viewing
Asking  $500.00 or B/O
for ALL 1-774-230-7555

DUCK STAMP RW#1.$150.
got stamps?. Call Ron 413-896-
3324 stamps wanted.

ENCYLOPEDIA Britannica-
24 volume 9th edition(1880)
leather bound with marbled
edges. Excellent Condition.
$500. call 860-774-1871

010 FOR SALE

EXC.SOLID 68” L SHAPED
OAK DESK
LHF return 48” Power 
center with hutch lights & 2 glass
doors & Bk case. 
Original price $2200. now in like
new condition $1595.   
5 drawers & 2 file drawers with
key lock. Pictures available on
facebook.Click on messenger
then. Paulette
508-765-1231

FOR SALE
Baldwin Electric 
Player Piono
Includes 40 rolls. Best offer. 
774-232-9382

FOR SALE
Brand new8ft Leers Cap. Fits a
8ft bed for 2016 
and under. $850 
call 508-909-6070

FOR SALE
Four snow tires 
(2 are brand new) 
Size: 205 60R 16
Mounted on Ford Rims
$500
(508)779-0120
Leave name and phone num-
ber.

FOR SALE
Janome Sowing/ Embroidery
Machine. Includes: all feet,
Hoops software. $2,995. Call
860-774-5714 and leave a mes-
sage.

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Gas portable, electric start
150 amps. 110-220.
$300
CALL: 508-248-7063 

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Tombstone Style. Plug in.
250 amps.
$250
CALL: 508-248-7063 

010 FOR SALE

FOR SALE Remote control
Airplanes some with motors.
Eagle Magna 3 plus Fish 
locator. Still in box. 
Panasonic Base with 
speakers. 774-241-0027

FREE ITEMS
Large Picture Frame, Portable
Air Conditioning Unit-plus much
more
Please call 508-340-6701 for in-
formation

FURNITURE FOR SALE 
dinning room set with
HUTCH like new perfect con-
dition. Bar with 3 stools.
Must See. Stereo Equipment
Love seat and chairs and
Misc items. 508-234-7252

GOING OUT 
OF BUSINESS: 
Beauty Salon equipment for
sale: 2 Salon Booths, 2 
ceramic shampoo sinks, 2
Belvedere shampoo/styling
chairs,1 styling chair with pneu-
matic pump,2 realistic hair dry-
ers, 2 xtra wide dryer chairs.
Sold 
separately or as a package.
Prices negotiable. Must be out
of building 
by March 3, 2020 in 
Southbridge, must see. 
Call 774-452-0166

HOME SEWING 
S U P P L I E S  
including a large assortment of
fabrics in both prints and solids
to choose from.  Also includes
choices of a variety of laces,
trims, sequins and beads etc.
Please call 
413-436-5073.

ITEM FOR SALE:
Antique Dark Wood 5 Drawer
Bureau
size 34inch. long 19wide 
by 48 High $95
Pictures of items available by
email at:
rec142142@gmail.com
508-434-0630

010 FOR SALE

QUALITY
bicycles,pictures,crystal wine
glasses,porcelain dolls,fig-
urines,lawn 
mowers,bookcases and girls
toys for sale.
CALL: 860-204-6264

REESE 16K SLIDING FIFTH
WHEEL HITCH $375 
or BO. ALSO WEIGHT 
DISTRIBUTION HITCH, for
class C receiver on car or
truck $300 or BO. call john
508 244 9699

TRAC VAC
Model 385-IC/385LH

Used Once
Best Offer

BEAR CAT
VAC-N-CHIP PRO

& VAC PRO
Models 72085, 72285,

72295
Used Twice
Best Offer

CALL 
(508)765-5763

TO SEE COME TO
22 TAFT ST. 2ND FLR
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- Evergreens, Excellent
Privacy Border. Hemlocks-
Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
England Fieldstone
Round/Flat, Excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $25/Ton
(508) 278-5762 Evening

VERMONT CASTINGS 
WOOD STOVE
Black enamel model vigilent
Great condition. 
CALL 508-943-5352

100 GENERAL

107 MISC. FREE

Free construction wood and
kindling wood; beams, ply-
wood, 2x4x, 2x6s, 2x8s, good
for woodstoves, not for building.
Clean. Delivery possible. Ask for
J.D. 413-262-5082

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

MIRROCRAFT 12 FOOT”V” 
BOTTOM. MINNKOTA
MAXXUM 40 POUND
THRUST, VARIABLE
DRIVE,VERY LOW HOURS. 3
SEATS WITH PEDESTALS
.OARS,ANCHOR,TRAILER,
SPARE TIRE . ALL VERY
GOOD CONDI-
TION.$1500.00.CALL 508-987-
0386 LEAVE MESSAGE.

265 FUEL/WOOD

GREEN & SEASONED 
FIREWOOD: Cut, Split & Deliv-
ered. Green  Wood Lots
Wanted. Call Paul (508) 769-
2351

300 HELP WANTED

310 GENERAL HELP

WANTED

FOSTER PARENTS 
WANTED: Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout Central
MA To Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need. 24/7
Support. Generous Reim-
bursement. $1000 Sign-On 
Bonus. Call For Details. 
Devereux Therapeutic Fos-
ter Care. (508)829-6769

400 SERVICES

448 FURNITURE

SOLID OAK 
R E C T A N G U L A R  
DINING TABLE 
about 35 yrs old in sturdy condi-
tion but could use a light sand-
ing on top to 
refresh Asking $75.
CALL (508)637-1698

500 REAL ESTATE

550 MOBILE HOMES

Trailer For Sale w/en-
closed porch loacted at In-
dian Ranch, Webster,
Site:G13. Completely fur-
naished, All appliances in-
cluded & extras, Refrigerator,
Over/under Wash/dry,
AC/Heat. View at www.indi-
anranch.com. Contact Arthur
or Sage 508-892-4576

700 AUTOMOTIVE

725 AUTOMOBILES

FOR SALE
2003 Toyota Tundra with extra
cap. 2 wheel drive. 185k. asking
$4,000
Call 774-262-9085

VEHICALS FOR SALE 1999
F150 118k miles. 4x4 single
cab stepside capt. chairs
Loaded Red with Cap
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed-
loaded with plow. Low mil-
lige. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

740 MOTORCYCLES

2014 HARLEY
DAVIDSON 

(low rider). Accessories added:
windshield, crash bar, saddle
bags. 5300 
babied miles and care. 
Silver metallic. Recorded 100%
mechanically sound by Shel-
don’s of Auburn. Bike is truly
new condition. 
Call 508-414-9134 
for showing. Firm $12,000 as
bike is MINT! 

740 MOTORCYCLES

HONDA CX 500
custom 1981with windshiled
and engine guard. 
Has 24,500 miles.
good condition. 
Wife no longer rides.
$2,000 or B.O.
508-892-3649

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

2008 TRAILER 
FOR SALE
load rite 2 place ATV Trailer.
New tires. Asking 
$1,000 or best offer.
CONTACT
508-248-3707
and leave a message.

Trust
(Your Neighbors)

Ninety-two percent of consumers 
around the world say they trust 

earned media, such as word-of-mouth 
or recommendations from friends and 

family, above all other forms  
of advertising—

To find out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors. Contact 
your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 

THE 
PITCH!

CHECK OUT THE 
SPORTS ACTION!
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

508-347-9017
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STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Docks & Lifts of New England  

Docks • Boat Lifts • Canopies Accessories • Swim Rafts • Staircases

www.docksofnewengland.com

Office
87 Lake Shore Drive

 West Brookfield, MA 01585  
413-530-1344

SECTIONAL DOCK®®™ CLASSIC DOCK®®™ ROLL-A-DOCK®®®®

FLOATING DOCK®®

FLOATING LIFT VERTICAL LIFT HYDRAULIC LIFT CANTILEVER LIFT

Boat Lifts & Docks
Hewitt dock styles and layouts provide a perfect fit.

Lifts perfectly sized and equipped to protect your watercraft.

Display
242 W. Main Steet,

 East Brookfield, MA 01515  
774-232-7763
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