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REGION – Following a 
recent authorization from the 
Department of  Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE), local students are 
looking forward to learning 
without having to be masked 
in school.

After consulting with med-
ical experts and state health 
officials, DESE Commissioner 
Jeffrey Riley announced earli-
er this month that he will not 
renew the state mask require-
ment for school buildings after 
it expires on Feb. 28.

“The Commonwealth’s high 
vaccination rates and wide-
spread availability of  COVID-
19 testing for school person-
nel and students support this 
decision,” said Riley, whose 
decision was backed by Gov. 
Charlie Baker.

Although local students are 
thrilled by the announcement, 
officials remind families that 
“March Maskless”—as some 
have begun calling it—doesn’t 
apply to all aspects of  the 

school day. Masking continues 
to be required of  individuals 
while riding on school buses, 
per federal order. 

Meanwhile, students and 
staff  members who prefer to 
continue wearing masks at 
school are able to do so.

“DESE and DPH strongly 
recommend students and staff  
continue to follow the DESE-
DPH protocols for responding 
to COVID-19 scenarios,” read 
a statement released by the 
DESE. “Any individual who 
wishes to continue to mask, 
including those who face high-
er risk from COVID-19, should 
be supported in that choice.”

Additionally, the DESE and 
DPH strongly recommend 
unvaccinated individuals to 
continue wearing masks in 
school settings. 

“The Commissioner will 
continue to monitor public 
health data, consult with med-
ical experts and state health 
officials, and issue further 
guidance and/or requirements 
as needed,” the DESE state-
ment read. 

Locally, students and staff  
members are looking forward 
to seeing each other without 
masks in class for the first 
time this year. School officials 
remind parents and students 
to continue complying with 
the federal mask mandate for 
buses. 

“Until the federal govern-

ment has lifted the require-
ment for buses, we ask that 
our parents and families con-
tinue to put their children 
on our buses with masks,” 
said Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 
Superintendent Paul Haughey.

More than 40 schools state-
wide have already received 
approval from the DESE to 
remove the indoor mask 
requirement after reaching a 
vaccination threshold. Now, 
beginning next week, students 
across the state can join them. 

Even though COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations 
have sharply declined since 
the holidays, school officials 
urge students and staff  mem-
bers to keep following basic 
safety protocols. These include 
frequent handwashing, using 
sanitizers when possible, and 
staying home from school 
when sick.

“DESE continues to recom-
mend that districts and schools 
adopt a layered approach to 
mitigate the spread of  COVID-
19 in school settings,” Riley 
added. “DESE and DPH con-
tinue to strongly urge all eligi-
ble individuals to receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine and boost-
er, and continue to support 
schools with vaccination clin-
ics.” 

To learn more about state 
recommendations, visit www.
mass.gov. 
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• Do you have mechanical ability?
• Can you lift at least 75 pounds?
• Do you enjoy working with 

others on a team?
• Are you a fast learner?

If so, we’d like to talk to you 
about an exciting full-time or 
part-time opening in our 
Southbridge manufacturing plant. 
DAYS ONLY. NO WEEKENDS.

Good hourly rate. Paid Vacation. 
Company 401k savings plan.

For more information, leave 
your name and number on our 
24-7 JOB HOTLINE 508-909-4051.

Part-Time and Full-Time Openings
SOUTHBRIDGE Manufacturing 

Headquarters

AUBURN — The Auburn 
Historical Society is holding 
its Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser on Saturday, April 
9 at the Pakachoag Church, 203 
Pakachoag St. in Auburn. It 
will be a Take-Out Meal only 
with pick up times from 4:30 – 6 
p.m. There will also be 50/50 
and basket drawings. 

Advance tickets for the sup-
per are required and may be 
purchased for $15 each at the 
Auburn Historical Society 
Museum at 41 South St. on 

Tuesdays or Saturdays between 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. or by call-
ing the museum at 508-832-6856.

Donations of  baskets or gift 
cards for the drawings are 
welcome. Baskets will be dis-
played, and drawing tickets can 
be purchased, at the museum 
the morning of  Saturday, April 
9. They will also be available at 
the Pakachoag Church during 
meal pick-up times. Please let 
the Auburn Historical Society 
know if  you are interested in 
donating to the drawings. 

Auburn Historical 
Society to host 

spaghetti dinner

OXFORD — On Thursday, 
Feb. 10, Rep. Joseph McKenna 
(R-Webster) visited Oxford High 
School’s Project Success class-
room to offer a congratulatory 
citation from himself  and Rep. 
Paul Frost (R-Auburn) in recog-
nition of  their work to provide 
care packages to Veterans serv-
ing abroad.

The students have sent sev-
eral packages to troops of  
the 1st-101st Field Artillery 
Regiment stationed at Al Asad 
Air Base in Iraq; under the 
command of  Sgt. Maj. Jeffery 
Cesaitis, whose nephew is part 
of Project Success. The packag-
es included one at Halloween, 
a Christmas package with 90 
cards, and a similar Valentine’s 
package.

“When Rep. Frost and I 
learned about the selfless work 
these students were doing to 
send a little bit of  joy and com-
fort to our Veterans serving 
across the world we wanted 
to make sure their generous 
efforts were recognized!” said 
McKenna.

“It’s terrific these students 
took on this task to send mem-

bers of  our armed forces care 
packages as they are stationed 
overseas,” added Frost. “I 
know this gesture will raise 
their morale and will let them 
know they are appreciated back 
home for their service to our 
country.”

McKenna, who was joined 
by Superintendent of  Oxford 
Schools Michael Lucas, pre-
sented a Congratulatory 
Citation from the House of  
Representatives from himself  
and Rep. Frost, who was attend-
ing session at the State House. 
The citation reads in part:  

“Be it hereby known to all 
that the Massachusetts House 
of  Representatives congrat-
ulates Oxford High School – 
Project Success in recognition 
of  your selfless commitment 
to others, working tirelessly to 
bring joy and comfort to US ser-
vice members by creating and 
sending care packages.”  

In addition to the House 
Citations, the students were 
honored to have an American 
Flag flown over Al Asad Air 

DESE lifts mask mandate 
for schools

CHARLTON — Among the 
senior Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School students who have 
made a commitment to the 
military next year are Kurtis 
Dominick Davis, Chloe 
Elizabeth Jordan, and Alex 
Hunter Gilfoy (pictured left 
to right in the photograph).

Kurtis Davis, who has cho-
sen to enlist in the Army, 
stated that he wanted to fol-
low in his grandfather’s foot-
steps.

Davis referred to a quote 
he once heard that made an 
impact on him: “Some kids 
are college material and oth-
ers are born soldiers.” 

He added, ‘to be honest, I’m 
not a fan of  school. Plus, it’s a 
life-long dream.”

When asked about what he 
hopes to gain from his expe-
rience, Davis said, “memo-
ries…and to keep everyone in 
my family safe back home.”  

In reflecting on his expe-
rience at Bay Path, Davis 

said that he is grateful for 
the many friends he has 
made and will remember 
football camp particularly 
well.  After he finishes his 
military service, he hopes to 
open up a motorcycle shop 
in Florida, continue on with 
his military career, and join 
either the SWAT or the police 
force.  

Chloe Jordan stated that 
what motivated her to join 
the Air Force was her fam-
ily: “I come from a military 
family.  My dad and almost 
every male in my family has 
enlisted.”

She stated that her father 
was a chief  in the Air 
Force and served for 26 
years. Jordan mentioned 
that she would be the fourth 
generation on his side of  the 
family in the Air Force.  

What Chloe hopes to 
gain from her experience is 
“knowledge…and a crimi-
nal justice and criminology 
degree at some point in my 
career.”  

Being captain on the var-
sity girls’ volleyball team 
is something Jordan will 
remember well from her time 
at Bay Path.  After her time 
in the service, she would like 
to be a detective for domes-
tic abuse and sexual assault 
crimes, “as well as work as a 
sex/domestic crime detective 
full time.”

Alex Gilfoy said that he 
decided to join the United 
States Navy reserve so he 
could serve a purpose high-
er than himself  while also 
being supported with bene-
fits.  He wants to serve his 
country while also having 
opportunities to travel.  

Gilfoy stated that he “hopes 
to get skills and experience 
that will help me succeed in 
whatever I choose to do with 
my life.”

About his experience at 

Bay Path students 
military-bound

Please Read STUDENTS, page A3

McKenna, Frost 
recognize Oxford 
Project Success 

students

Please Read SUCCESS, page A4
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 2/21/22 was $3.57 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.50
50-75......... $3.25
75-150 ....... $2.85
150-300..... .$2.55

300-500........ $2.35
500 PLUS ...... $2.20
Duel Fuel ...... $3.50
Drop off Tanks..$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides  
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Winter Hours: Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in for a 
delicious meal!

Call For Reservations 
TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE 
FEASTS 

LAST AVAILABLE DATE 
APRIL 15 

Reserve online today!
Delicious early American Fare 
View details on our website

Visit our website and see how 
we can create your dream 

WEDDING, with a charming 
and antique post & beam barn 
and loft, a cozy fireplace, soft 
lighting, and the twinkle of an 
antique chandelier, and so 

much more!

BAY PATH HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional 

Vocational Technical High School has 
released its honor roll for the second 
quarter of  the 2021-2022 school year.

Grade 12
High Honors: Connor Barton, Justin 

Barton, Hayden Bourgeois, Alexia 
Brown, Catalina Burden, Dylan Butkus, 
Diego Canovas, Isabella Capuano, 
Jackson Chaffee, Anaya Compres, 
Dylan Cotton, Carter Coughlin, Marisa 
DeJesus, Chloe Dexter, Erin Donahue, 
Marlee Donohoe, Lillian Dunkerton, 
Adelina Giaquinto, Ashley Hamel, 
Zachary Hinan, Nicholas Hunter, Tiffany 
King, Cole Komssi, Bethany Lasell, 
Madigan McManus, Amber Mercon, 
Jovanni Morales, Aidan Oosterman, 
Paige Osche, Aaliyah Perez, Jacqueline 
Ross, Luzyvette Sagastibelza-Lopez, 
Jayna Schmohl, Anthony Seymour, 
Ethan Shanbaum, Daniel Sibert, Sarah 
Simpson, Olivia St. Germain, Isabella 
Tanacea, Scarlet Taveras, Mackenzie 
Tupaj, Tyler Verrier, Mateusz Zych

Honors: Lana Antocci, Thomas 
Becker, Thomas Benoit, Sadie Bickford, 
Brian Bonnette, Rebecca Boutilette, 
Patrick Campbell, Andrew Cannon, 
Graham Carbonneau, Jayden Caribo, 
Adriana Carignan, Gabriella Carlin, 
Stephanie Chege, Aiden Chernisky, 
Abby Christian, Izabella Coughlin, 
Hailey Cournoyer, Chad Cutroni, 
Anthony Defilippo, Lillian Dolan, Cody 
Douglas, Nathan Dreitlein, Nathan 
Dubeau, May Emisranunt, Johnathon 
Ferreira, Colin Gagne, Danielle Gautier, 
Isabella Gervais, Gavin Gillet, Genesis 
Gonzalez, Nicholas Gosselin, Julia 
Graveson, Nathan Gulkin, Cameron 
Hafner, Logan Johnson, Molly Johnson, 
Kira Kalwarczyk, Lucas Kaufman, Wyatt 
Kelly, Ryan Kempskie, Kevin Kilcourse, 
Ryan Komssi, Andrew Leach, Jacob 
LeBrun, William LeCuyer, Marguerite 
MacKenzie, Anthony Martins, Alannah 
Matthews, Allison Maynard, Richard 
Menard IV, Aaron Mitchell, Olivia 
Morin, Samuel Murillo, William Ofori, 
Angelina Ortiz, Gabrielle Packard, Ilias 
Perez, Jackson Philion, Hunter Pocis, 
Krystal Quadarella, Lukas Rafferty, 
Evanie Rodriguez, Keith Royewicz, 
Alex Saad, Zachary Sargent, Kristina 
Scott, Caroline Soucy, Kyra Stevens, 
Francheska Toribio-Polanco, Camden 
Towns, Aaliyah Tremblay Collins, Jared 
Tucker, Rohan Vaidya, Kyle VanCott, 
Adriana Vazquez Gonzalez, Isaac Vieira, 
Aleix Westmoreland

Principal’s List: Nathaniel Anderson, 
Dominic Benvenuti, Jayde Berthiaume, 
Kylie Bouchard, Harmony Caranci, 
Tinaya Chauvin, Connor Clardy, 
Jonathan Colon, Chynna Cote, Nathan 
Cuff, Harmony Desrosiers, Laura 
Featherstone, Austin Fish, Brady 
Garabedian, Amie Grenier, Aidan 
Hall, Haevyn Hazzard, Julia Higgins, 
Chloe Jordan, Jason Kozlowski, Taylor 
Labrecque, Cody LaMonda, Lexie 
MacDonald, John Marchetti, Emma 
Marcotte, Brandon Martocci, Evan 
O’Malley, Elijah Paddock, Michael 

Pashoian, Michael Riberdy, Carlos 
Rosado, Jack Sansoucy, Keaghan Spring, 
Isabella Strzelecki, Jalissa Torres, Jomar 
Torres, Aaron Trahan

Grade 11
Sincere Bailey, Olivai Beaudette, 

Miranda Burden, Cheryl Dolson, Brenna 
Donohue, Elizabeth Dretilein, Jayden 
Flanders, Tori Fontaine, Evan Gelineau, 
John Guerin, Emma Hasselton, 
Samantha Inangelo, Grace Jones, 
Hunter Kelley, Aidan LaFrance, Sydney 
Lamontagne, Jaysi Miller, Mackenzie 
Morrisey, Merissa Murray, Gabrielle 
Oikle, Michaen Pacheco, Wyatt Sadusky, 
Jazlynn Santana, Arminda Simoes, 
Terry Simon, Jacob Thomas, Jonathan 
Young

Honors: Jake Aho, Samuel Audunsson, 
Lukus Bachand, Haven Banks, Quinn 
Beck, Alexander Besaw, Samuel Boria, 
Andrew Bottcher, Aleana Brayton, 
Dennis Brunelle, Connor Burke, 
Matthew Casati, Daniel Chaffee, Michael 
Chansignavong, Amanda Christianson, 
Isabella Coleman, Makayla Collins, 
Anthony Comforti, Caleb Jude Corpuz, 
Ryan Davis, Cam’Ron Desrosiers, Ronald 
Desrosiers, Gabriel Espinosa, Zachary 
Finizza, Evan Frost, Aiden Gelardi, 
Emily Gelineau, Noah Gilspin, Adrian 
Gonzalez, Osiris Gonzalez, Julius Guillen, 
Barry Hanson, Luke Hill, Rebeka Janusz, 
Tatyanna Johnny, Matthew Kallgren, 
Nakia L’Ecuyer, Anna L’Esperance, 
James LeProhon, Gianaleze Lopez, 
Yamilisha Machado, Judly Maignan, 
Michael Mallette, Jaime Marrero, Alyssa 
Masciarelli, Connor McCarthy, Rachel 
McMenemy, Erika Melendez, Trinity 
Mercier, Dylan Morrison Ilvonen, 
Stephen Ngaruiya, Jonathan Nussey, 
Joelle Peluso, Kiyana Perez, Amelia 
Peterson, Damon Provencal, Timothy 
Putnam, Hilary Queirolo, Emma 
Rannikko, Sabrina Rodrigues, Abrahm 
Routhier, Nolan Sharry, Sawyer Smith, 
Evan St. Cyr, Emma St. Francis, Gavin 
Suprenant, Damion Szafaraowicz, 
Alexzander Tetreault, Lucas Welton, 
Emily Westwell, Jacob Wilga

Principal’s List: Ryan Brown Herraiz, 
Arriana Cabana, Julia Canty, Anthony 
Catino, Yhandell DeJesus Baez, Ty 
Dupuis, Amanda Englund, Alexis Fleck, 
Nathan Goozey, Devon Goulet, Lauren 
Hennessy, Matthew Hoyt, Olivia James, 
Mason Jordan, Delaney Kirkorian, 
Madison Lamica, Robert LeBlanc, 
Julianna Loconto, Augus Mackenzie, 
Matthew Marchetti, Matthew Marhsall, 
Dylan McDonald, Jayme Melanson, 
Jonathan Norman, Tessa Olejniczak, 
Trevor Phillips, Madison Poirier, 
Ariane Ramos, Jenisey Ramos, Evan 
Rivera, Kieya Santerre, Ronin Smone, 
Naomi Soriano, Sean Sweeney, Brayden 
Therrien, Taylor Tremblay

Grade 10
High Honors: Sophia Balestracci, 

Ryan Bray, Riley Caruso, Meredith 
Clark, Kirsten Congdon, Mariselle 
Cosme, Dylan DeJesus, Jonathan Forget, 
Jenna Gajewski, Simon Greening, Lucas 
Hafner, Tristan Hanson, Carly Impey, 

Sarah Martin, Shaun McLaughlin, Jenna 
McLeish, Maggie Mullaly, Adrianna 
Navarro, Kayla Nguyen, Peter Nhan, 
Madison Nolin, Nason Omasta, Peyton 
Parettie, Noalani Perez, Emily Quental, 
Wendy Ramirez, Cody Savary, Amanda 
Seidler, Catherine Sirard, Jacob Sirard, 
Adriana Stanley, Alysha Szafarowicz, 
Victoria Tinsley, Jack Ugrinow, Hailey 
Williamson, Gabrielle Zopatti

Honors: Alexander Adkins, Aidan 
Anderson, Jacob Anderson, Kaidra 
Anderson, Alyesia Bellamy, Hailey 
Benoit, Alex Beshiri, Luke Boliver, 
Alec Borelli, Samuel Brill, Vincent 
Brink, Samantha Buchanan, Caitlyn 
Burke, Rachel Carpenter, Olivia Carrier, 
Petru Cojocaru, Yanieris Colon Vega, 
Shane Conti, Zachary Cournoyer, 
Peter Courville, Kyleigh Czechowski, 
LeeAnn Dagnese, Daniel Daige, Wyatt 
Daoust, Pedro Augusto Dasilva, Emma 
Davidson, Emma DeJong, Sean Derenas, 
Andrew Dip, Jayden-James Dunston, 
Noah Dupont, Jibril Erraihani, Jared 
Evora, James Ferreira, Kacey Flanagan, 
Robert Fleck IV, Ethan Gallant, Giovanni 
Garcia, Devin Gavaletz, Rachel Gormley, 
Makayla Graham, Kendal Griffin, 
Renee Hallaman, Bridget Hast, Riley 
Heenan, Alba Henriquez Baez, Isabelle 
Herholz, Valerie Hernandez, James 
Heywood, Derek Hosley, Ian James, 
Stanislaw Janusz, Eva Jerez, Jadyn 
Katz, Abigail Kibaru, Jordan Kippax, 
Madisyn Kozlowski, Alyssa Kutzko, 
Matthew Lach, Julianna Laforce, 
Benjamin LaTour, Anna Lehtola, Emma 
Levasseur, Kristina Liberty, Albert 
Luciano, Catherine Magnusson, Marissa 
Masciarelli, Matteo Mastrototaro, Logan 
McCann, Vincent Messier, Cole Mitchell, 
Leah Monti, Dorina Muska, Christian 
Nguyen, Megan O’Shea, Noah Okolita, 
Vanessa Paddock, Gianna Pantalone, 
Brayden Parente, Esteban Primental, 
Colin Plante, Laci Pollone, Nicholas 
Pollone, Jared Powell, Logan Powers, 
Evan Provost, Wyatt Rafferty, Jayden 
Remillard, Nayeli Rodriguez, Daniel 
Russell, Liam Ryan, Paige Seymour, 
Sydney Seymour, Gerald Splaine, Ashton 
Stockenberg, Alan Suklis, Colton Tittle, 
Jeralys Torres Soto, Landon Walker, 
Timothy Welch, Thomas Wilk, Charlotte 
Worster, Stone Zink

Principal’s List: Jacob Alden, Kasey 
Babkauskas, Caroline Bogeson, Andrew 
Bousquet, Jesse Catino, Evan Chase, 
Evan Crhistiano, Matthew Conway, 
Richard Corriveau, Nyasia Delgado, 
Marissa Dumas, Abbigail Egan, Carmine 
Giaquinto, Kayli Haskins, Abigayle 
Linde, Kai Lukasek, Hannah Luukko, 
Ryan MacCormack, Dominic Pigeon, 
Harrison Renaud, Victoria Roberts, 
Samantha Russell, Ryan Sinkewich, 
Ryleigh Warchal, Ryley Williams

Grade 9
High Honors: Kaelen Anderson, 

Noah Brown, Jonathan Burke, Joshua 
Chumsae, Catherine Comeau, Ryan 
Dawson, Carly Donohue, Bryce Dube, 
Midrose Freeman, Reyna Gonzalez, 
Noah Goulet, Matthew Guerin, Kayah 

Jadczak, Leah Johnson, Anya Kittredge, 
Samantha Landgren, Lillian Maglich, 
Ayla McGrail, Jersey Mejias, Cheyene 
Monsen, Julian Mucci, Maya Ortiz, 
Raegan Perreault, Willis Perreault, 
Melany Rebeiro, Savannah Steiner, 
Madison Teal, Cassandra Tinsley, 
Manaali Vaidya, Angelica Vega, Adrian 
Vitkos, Alison Welton

Honors: Nicholas Adler, Rima 
Al-Dulaimi, Dominic Balducci, Connor 
Belanger, Hope Belford, Briana 
Berrios, Cherise Berthiaume, Joshua 
Blackwell, Zachary Bogar, Kendall 
Bond, Lake Boucher, Camden Bousquet, 
David Boyce, Kendra Brooks, Jason 
Brum, Julia Burgus, Aidan Carpenter, 
Johnaton Carter, Hannah Cavan, 
Matthew Chatterton, Jason Checka, 
Nathan Clemence, Mikayla Clyne, Noah 
Cournoyer, Mikayla Crocker, Travis 
Cronin, Mariah Cutroni, Adison Daoust, 
Philipe Dasilva, Jenna Defosse, Jasai Diaz, 
Madison Dolan, Owen Donofrio, Gregory 
Downie, Braelyn Dunn, Emma Dwyer, 
Logan Edwards, Michael Enetzelis, Claire 
Farrar, Connor Gadbois, Erin Gallant, 
Avery Gifford, Anthony Gonzalez, John 
Gordon, Alicia Graveson, Keegan Hall, 
Daniel Harris, Joshua Hemingway, 
Valerie Hilner, Bryce Hutchinson, Ava 
Iozzo, Elene Jerez, Jacob Jonson, Jacob 
Jurado, Eliza Kalwarczyk, Emma Knott, 
Samuel Lamont, Katherine Landgren, 
Hayden Larson, Nathan Lashua, Emma 
Leclair, Logan Letourneau, Benjamin 
Lombardi, Eva Lombardi, Miranda 
Magalhaes, Joseph Mancini, Nicholas 
Marchessault, Dominic Marino, Kyle 
Mazur, Aiden McCarthy, Isabel McLam, 
Emma McLaughlin, Jed McManus, 
Callie Merchant, Ava Millette, Zachary 
Moody, Jacob Morello, Sullivan Morse, 
Camron Mortell, Ava Murray, Kayleigh 
Norris, Ashlyn Olejniczak, Julia Osche, 
Alaina Pafume, Dominic Paldino, 
Jonathan Pemberton, Brad Piekarczyk, 
Gabriel Prado, Noah Racinos Rodgers, 
Casey Renaud, Nevin Rivera, Lilianna 
Rockwood, Luzmarianne Rodriguez 
Cririno, Joseph Roman, Jennalee 
Rousseau, Brayden Ryan, Kaden 
Sandgren, Jeisery Santiago Martinez, 
Dominic Schoff, Nash Sicari-Swinimer, 
Aysel Silva Nieves, Ed Simon, Abigayle 
Simpson, Benjamin Streeter, Zaydyn 
Streeter-Wornham, John Sullivan, 
Kathryn Szretter, Hailie Tod, Matthew 
Twombly, Vincent Van Dam, Nayelix 
Vega, Dayzyah Wintzel Neely, Cayden 
Young

Principal’s List: Christopher 
Aguilar, Jessica Benoit, Teah Boyd, 
Brea Brunelle-Jacoby, Jameson Burke, 
Reilly Chouinard, Olivia Collins, Jacob 
Delvalle, Jaden Fall, Ian Farber, Hailee 
Gelinas, Abigail Haynes, Albert Ingram, 
Molly Isaacs, Dylan Kasprzycki, Sarah 
Kempskie, Austin Kravitz, Megan Kunst, 
James MacConnell, William Nixon, 
Dales Nussey, Morgan O’Malley, Jordan 
Packard, Isabella Pettinelli, Emerson 
Pitz, Shayanne Plaisance, Lexiana Resto-
Nichols, Benjamin Soobie, Isabella 
Tolomino

Your area guide 
to Buying, 
Dining & 
Shopping 
Locally!

Support Close
to Home!



AUBURN — The Auburn Historical 
Society & Museum will be hosting the 
First Annual Parking Lot Craft Fair 
on Saturday, Aug. 27, at 41 South St., 
Auburn.  It will be held 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
rain or shine. Vendors can reserve a 10 
by 15-foot space for $15. Vendors will 
be responsible for bringing their own 
table(s). Food selling will be restricted.  

For more information or to reserve 
a space, contact Helen at the Auburn 

Historical Society & Museum at 508-
832-6856, by email at auburnmuseum@
verizon.net, or come to the museum on 
Tuesday or Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12-30 p.m. 
Put your reservations in early.

SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University (WNE) 
is pleased to announce that 
Haley Burek of  Auburn has been 
named to the President’s List for 
the Fall Semester 2021. Burek 
is one of  over 500 students to 
achieve this mark of  academic 
excellence. Students are named 
to the President’s List for achiev-
ing a semester grade point aver-
age of 3.80 or higher.

A model for the “New 
Traditional University,” Western 
New England University is 
among just 13 percent of  private 
(5,000 students or less) institu-
tions ranked among US News 
and World Report «National 
Universities» and a «Top 100 
Engineering Program.» WNE 
enrolls 3,690 students, includ-
ing 2,552 full-time undergradu-
ate, in bachelor›s, master›s, and 

doctoral degrees at its Colleges 
of  Arts & Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, Pharmacy & 
Health Sciences, and School of  
Law.

Burek is working toward a 
Doctor of  Pharmacy.

A WNE education provides 
career-span agility through a 
curriculum grounded in pro-
fessional/experiential studies, 
enhanced by the liberal arts, and 
enriched by mentored research 
that equips graduates to adapt 
and succeed in the workplace of  
the future.

Western New England 
University (WNE) is a private, 
nationally ranked, comprehen-
sive institution with a focus on 
preparing work-ready and world-
ready graduates. Founded in 1919 
in Springfield, Massachusetts 
as a division of  Northeastern 

College, WNE›s 215-acre subur-
ban campus serves more than 
3,700 students, including more 
than 2,500 full-time undergrad-
uates. More than 47,000 alumni 
have earned degrees through 
its more than 90 undergradu-
ate, graduate, and profession-
al programs at Colleges of  
Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, and Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences, and School 
of  Law. Students come from 39 
U.S. states and territories and 23 
countries. Of  45,104 living alum-
ni, 30 percent remain within 
the region, residing in the four 
Western Massachusetts counties 
and northern Connecticut.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The Charlton Board 
of  Selectmen solidified a recently estab-
lished grant program despite opposition 
from board members who felt that the 
money could be used in a more effective 
manner.

In the fall of  2021, Charlton’s select-
men decided to use $200,000 of  American 
Rescue Plan Act funding to establish a 
business and nonprofit grant program to 
be overseen by the Economic Development 
Commission. On Feb. 8, the Board of  
Selectmen was to act on the recommenda-
tions of  the EDC to award the first round 
of  funding with a maximum award of  
$20,000. However, the announcement of  
the first grant winners was accompanied 
by a recommendation from Selectman 
David Singer who, despite wanting to 
support businesses in town, felt that the 
$200,000 would be better used on other 
projects considering discussions about 
capital improvement needs at board meet-
ings over the past two months. 

Since the announcement of  the grants 
in November the School Committee has 
presented a long-term capital improve-
ment plan and the Council on Aging 
brought forth a proposal to purchase a 
building for a new senior center. Singer 
argued that with the benefit of  hind-
sight these investments would be a more 
responsible use of  the funds.

“This is almost $200,000 that we were 
looking to give out as grants. We have 
now since heard not only about the senior 
center but the leaky school roofs and a lot 
of  other serious needs that $200,000 could 
actually go toward which could help alle-
viate the burden of  the taxpayers. I think 

that, to me, should be the primary use of  
these monies, to lower the potential ask 
to taxpayers,” Singer said. “It’s almost a 
quarter of  a million dollars which would 
go a long way toward helping the actual 
urgent needs that we didn’t know about 
when this was conceived.”

Singer made sure to point out that he 
wasn’t trying to take away from local 
businesses and organizations and indi-
cated that the recommendation is not one 
he took lightly. His argument was simple: 
how can the Board of  Selectmen ask tax-
payers to pay for big projects when they 
are giving out money through the grant? 

“I don’t see how we have any chance 
in hell of  asking the taxpayers for any 
money for a school, or for anything else, 
if  we can give away even almost $100,000 
in grant money to help small businesses, 
which I want to do, and we all want to do. 
We all know we have capital needs that 
we can’t fund. I think to me, as much as 
I want to (award the grants), there’s no 
way I can go to the taxpayers with a clear 
conscience,” Singer said.

The opinions of  Singer’s fellow select-
men were divided. Some argued that it 
would be wrong to go back on offering the 
grants after they promised the prospect of  
multiple rounds of  funding which could 
have affected when some businesses and 
organizations would apply. Others felt 
there was a compromised, to award the 
current round of  grants then pause or 
end the grant program after one round. 

Selectman Barbara Zurawski had with 
mixed feelings on the situation. 

“I don’t want to be the person who prom-
ised something and then just rescind,” 
she said. “I get what Mr. Singer is saying. 
I would be going with maybe rescinding 

rounds two, three and four, but maybe not 
the first one because people put a lot of  
effort (in the grant application). We have 
already kind of  promised at least a shot.”

Several motions were put forth for con-
sideration. Singer made a motion to com-
pletely suspend the grant program entire-
ly, including canceling round one of  the 
funding, which failed with Singer as the 
only vote in favor. A second motion was 
made and approved 4 to 1, with Singer 
as the lone decenter, to approve the first 
round of  grant funding totaling $58,000. 
The initial grants are $10,000 to the 
REAS Foundation, $8,000 to the Dudley 
Charlton Educational Foundation, $7,500 
to CrossFit 1977, $5,000 to Charlton Youth 
Soccer, $7,500 to 
CrossFit Charlton, 
and the maxi-
mum grant award 
of  $20,000 to the 
Charlton Beagle 
Club. 

A third and final 
motion was made 
to see the grant 
program through 
its remaining three 
rounds as planned. 
Selectmen Singer 
and Bill Borowski 
voted against 
the motion 
while Selectmen 
Zurawski, Stephen 
Koronis and Patsy 
Rydlak voted in 
favor of  keeping 
the grant program 
intact for the time 
being. 
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy 
in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106 
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone 
call.

“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care 
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

I am a talented 
singer and dancer!

https://www.mareinc.org/
waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

child/6545

Dasanee is an active young lady 
of African American descent. She 
is reserved, quiet, and shy at first, 
but once she gets to know you, 
then she becomes very outgoing 
and talkative. Dasanee is natural-
ly athletic, and she enjoys staying 
very active. Some of her favorite 
activities include playing soccer, 
basketball, swimming, and jump-
ing on her trampoline. She is also 
musically inclined and is starting 
to recognize this newfound talent. 
She recently started taking trumpet 

lessons and knows how to play the piano and sing.
Legally freed for adoption, Dasanee would do well in a two-parent family 

who can provide her with the affection, stability, and structure she needs to 
thrive. She would very much love for there to be other children in the home, 
and possibly some pets. Interested families must be willing to help Dasanee 
maintain her relationship and visits with her brother and Aunt.

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t 
have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massa-
chusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help 
match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent place 
to call home.
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Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

Nova ~ 1 - year-old, Male
Our man Nova is out of this world! This young man traveled all the way from Florida to 

find his family. He is a rocket of energy who loves to play with both his human and canine 
friends alike. Here is some more information on our handsome man:

• Nova would be over the moon to find a family to channel his brilliance and teach 
him all kinds of fun tricks (he’s already got a few up his sleeve).

• He wants you to know that he’s already really good at giving kisses and snuggles 
too. He’s been practicing lots at the shelter while he waits for his new home.

• Nova enjoys playing with his dog friends and exploring new spaces!
• A plus for him would be a home with lots of room to run around (and tons of 

squeaky toys too).
If you think this astronaut could light up your world, 
please email adopt@baypathhumane.org today!

PET 
of the 
WEEK 

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Bay Path, Gilfoy said it was positive: 
“I came here knowing very few people 
being socially awkward.  Through the 
discomfort I began to grow.  I realized 
that staying in my comfort zone offered 
nothing for me.”  

When asked about his ultimate goals, 
he stated that he would like to be a 
police officer or “do something that 
allows me to help people in my commu-
nity.”

STUDENTS
continued from page A1

Selectmen debate continuing 
ARPA grant program

Haley Burek named to the 
President’s List at Western 
New England University

Historical Society to host first ever 
Parking Lot Craft Fair

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!



Oxford Lions 
Club hosting 
membership 
drive

OXFORD — The Oxford Lions 
Club is part of  the Lions Club 
International, the world’s larg-
est service organization of  men 
and women. As dedicated Lions, 
we are committed to serving the 
needs of  our Oxford community. 
We have, since 1945, honored our 
commission from Helen Keller 
who challenged all Lions to be 

the “knights of  seeing and hear-
ing impaired.”

The purpose of  any Lions Club 
is to help all individuals in their 
community who do not have the 
money or finances to adequately 
address their issues with sight 
or hearing related problems. 

The Oxford Lions Club meet-
ings are held on the following 
days and times:

The First Monday evening of  
each month at 6 p.m. is a din-
ner meeting at Pine Ridge except 
during the winter. 

The third Monday evening 
of  each month at 6 p.m. is just 
a meeting at the Oxford Police 
Station.  

Upcoming events at the 
Oxford Bandstand:

Friday, April 15: 
Walmart Day for the 
Oxford Lions Club in 
North Oxford 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. We will be collecting 
donations.

Saturday, April 16 
Easter Bunny from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Food Drive 
for the Oxford Food Shelf  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Any items 
are appreciated!

Fall Festival Saturday, 
September 17 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. at Oxford Joslin Park 

Feel free to contact 
Francis King at FKing@
aquarionwater.com or 
cell phone #508-320-9052 

for further details.
We appreciate donations at any 

time of  the year. You may send 
your donations to: The Oxford 
Lions, P.O. Box 212, Oxford, MA 
01540.

Local residents 
named to Clark 
University’s Fall 
2021 Dean’s List

WORCESTER — The following 
local residents were named to 
Clark University’s Fall Dean’s 
List:

Meghan T. Hines, of  Auburn 
was named to first honors.

Zoe E. Picard, of  Auburn was 
named to second honors.

Daniel Alexander Mojica, of  
Auburn was named to first hon-
ors.

Neil T. Wykes, of  Auburn was 
named to first honors.

Ashley D. Hayes, of  Auburn 
was named to second honors.

Students must have a GPA of  
3.8 or above for first honors or 
a GPA between 3.50 and 3.79 for 
second honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark 
University is a liberal arts-based 
research university that pre-
pares its students to meet tomor-
row’s most daunting challenges 
and embrace its greatest oppor-
tunities. Through 33 under-
graduate majors, more than 30 
advanced degree programs, and 
nationally recognized communi-
ty partnerships, Clark fuses rig-
orous scholarship with authen-
tic world and workplace experi-
ences that empower our students 
to pursue lives and careers of  
meaning and consequence.

CHARLTON — Kiana 
McDonald, of  Worcester (for-
merly of  Southbridge) is one 
of  the newest graduates of  
Quinsigamond Community 
College (QCC) Associate Degree 
Nursing Evening Program 
where she has been named on 
the dean’s list due to her excel-
lent academic performance.  

The QCC Associate Degree 
Nursing Program recognized 
the Class of  2021 graduates 
with a nurse pinning ceremony 
held on December 22, 2021. The 
graduates received an Associate 
Degree in Nursing (ADN) and 
are eligible to sit for NCLEX-
RN. McDonald celebrated her 
degree completion with the 

Practical Nursing class of  2022 
at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy. Most recently 
McDonald hurdled the NCLEX-
RN and passed the first try!

“It is wonderful that Kiana 
shared with the Bay Path 
community her academic 
progression and success with 
NCLEX-RN,” said Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN Academy Director. 
“She persevered and graduated 
during a pandemic!”

McDonaald earned her ADN 
through the LPN to RN bridge 
pathway at QCC where she 
joined the esteemed Phi Theta 
Kappa. The recognition includ-
ed a membership packet con-
taining a certificate, pin, and 
other benefits. Membership 
to Phi Theta Kappa allows 
McDonald to build job skills, 
challenging academic pro-

grams, scholarships, transfer 
support, and more. The mission 
of  Phi Theta Kappa is to recog-
nize the academic achievement 
of  college students and to pro-
vide opportunities for them to 
grow as scholars and leaders.  

“I’ve gotten to know Kiana 
over the years and recog-
nize her compassionate heart 
and servant leadership,” said 
Bolandrina. “Now, her persever-
ance  and courage inspire and 
reassure me, she will continue 
to be a healthcare hero.”  

McDonald received her 
Certificate in Practical Nursing 
at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
in 2017 and was inducted to 
the National Technical Honor 
Society.  She has volunteered 
as an inspirational speaker to 
undergraduate classes and as 
skills laboratory assistant.   

McDonald is working on 

further academic progres-
sion towards her Bachelor of  
Science in Nursing degree at 
the College of  Our Lady of  the 
Elms with an expected comple-
tion in 2023.  McDonald is a 2013 
Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School grad-
uate. She is a State Bronze 
Medalist and District Gold 
Medalist for SkillsUSA both for 
Medical Terminology. She was 
a recipient of  the $500 Bay Path 
RVTHS Health Occupations 
Graduate Award and was an 
officer of  the UNICEF Club. 
McDonald is Mental Health 
First Aid Certified. After her 
role as a charge nurse at the 
Webster Manor Rehabilitation 
and Health Care Center from 
2017-2020, McDonald is current-
ly with Maxim Healthcare as a 
staff  nurse.
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Here We Grow Preschool
at First Congregational Church

128 Central St. Auburn • 508-832-8184

Non-Discrimination Statement
Here We Grow Preschool will not discriminate on the 
basis of race, religion, cultural heritage, political belief, 
national origin, disability, marital status or sexual orientation 
in providing services to children. 

Being a member of The First 
Congregational Church or a 
resident of Auburn as well 
as being toilet trained is not 
a requirement to enroll at 
Here We Grow.

OPEN HOUSE
March 1 • 9am-11am

CALL NOW FOR
Summer Program Information

TO PLACE AN AD:
JUNE SIMAKAUKAS

(508)909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Auburn News 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Auburn News 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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Base in their honor on Nov. 5, 2021.  
Project Success, led by teacher 

Julie Tremblay and teacher’s aides 
Missi McConnell, Lisa Greene, Wendy 
Ceppetelli, Joyce Belvery, and Lori 
McCambridge, is a program at Oxford 
High School which provides hands on 
classroom work to children with var-
ious special needs. There are current-
ly nine students from 8-12 grade who 
were excited to participate in this care 
package project, which doubled as a 
lesson on kindness and empathy for 
others.  What began as a one-time proj-
ect quickly turned into a favorite of  the 
students, who plan to continue to build 
and send care packages.

The message from the teachers was 
one they say often: “We love what we do 
and our kids truly are the best!”  

SUCCESS
continued from page    A1

Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy student qualifies for the 
National Technical Honor Society

CHARLTON — Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy student Eunice N. 
Kamau of  Worcester will be induct-
ed into the National Technical Honor 
Society (NTHS) at an in-person ceremo-
ny to be held in the Spring. The outside 
event will mark the 7th annual induction 
ceremony for the Academy.

From 2021 to 2013, Kamau was a 
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) at 
the Kindred Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center. She became a direct support staff  
at BAMSI from 2013 to 2015, and a super-
visor at the Advocates, Inc. from 2013 to 
2015. She is certified in Dementia Care, 
completed a course on domestic violence, 
and is Mental Health First Aid certified.  

Kamau believes that nursing is a noble 
profession “that focuses on patients and 
families’ well-being in all aspects includ-

ing but not limited to emotional, physi-
cal, spiritual, and psychological.” She is 
inspired to make a difference in people’s 
lives and looks forward to helping people 
regardless of  geographical boundaries 
and abilities. 

“Compassion is one of  the most import-
ant attributes a nurse should possess,” 
stated Kamau, “along with empathy, and 
providing care in a dignified manner.”  

Eligibility for induction to the NTHS 
is based on a minimum 3.0-grade point 
average, faculty recommendation, char-
acter, leadership, involvement in extra-
curricular activities, and clubs. These 
characteristics reflect the member attri-
butes of  the National Technical Honor 
Society which are skill, honesty, service, 
responsibility, scholarship, citizenship, 
and leadership.

According to Academy Director, 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, 
RN, CRRN, practical nursing students 
eagerly look forward to the NTHS induc-
tion ceremony each year. “Making it 
through nursing school is an achieve-
ment, being inducted into the NTHS is 
another feather in their cap! The PN 
students juggle school, work, and family 
life, it is quite a feat to be inducted to the 
NTHS,” said Bolandrina, who has been 
organizing the induction ceremony for 
the last 6 years.

About Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy

Bay Path offers a  40-week, (10-month), 
full-time, Monday through Friday, eve-
ning program. The program begins 
mid-August and is completed in late June. 

Graduates receive a Practical Nursing 
Certificate and are eligible to take the 
NCLEX-PN licensure exam. For more 
information, visit www.baypath.net.

Eunice Kamau

Bay Path alumna completes 
Associate’s Nursing degree at QCC
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ABC’s of the Seasons
~ WINTER EDITION ANSWERS ~

We hope you enjoyed our Winter 
ABC’s of the Season crossword 
puzzle. The randomly chosen 
winner of all the correct 
entries for a $25 gift card is 
C. Graves of Charlton

Please continue to support these 
and all of your local businesses. 
Our next ABC’s of the Seasons will 
be our Spring Edition, coming out 
on April 29. 

Thank you to all the ABC 
businesses and to those who 
completed our puzzle! If you would 
like a letter for spring, please 
contact your sales representative to 
see what is available.

June 
Spencer New Leader 
Charlton Villager 
Blackstone Valley Tribune
Auburn News
508-909-4062

Mikaela
Southbridge New, 
Sturbridge Villager
Webster Times
508-909-4126

ACROSS
1. We offer same day service
7. Hopeful and confident about the future
9. Winter Hours: Mon & Tues 9-5; Wed-Fri 8-6; Sat 8-5; Sun 9-3
10. Big or small we do it all!
13. Valentine’s Day Gift Certificates
16. USDOT# 2407387
17. (closed for major snow storms)
18. Monthly specials
20. Call us for your free quote!
21. Apply Today!
22. Oil-based rustproofing applied...
23. re-open at our new location 152 Main Street
24. Always going the extra mile for our customers

25. miketoomeyrealestate.net
26. Newly Opened!
DOWN
2. Wood heat is more affordable than you think
3. Cleaning ~ Repairs
4. Apply online or in-branch today
5. Winter Special
6. 366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
8. Full-Service Yarn Shop
11. Most insurances accepted
12. 24 hr. Roadside Assistance
14. scuffs & paintless dent removals
15. Free injury evaluation
19. Check out our team on Facebook

Nursing student feedback in 
correctional health facility

CHARLTON — Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy Director Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
said, “Feedback gathered from alumni 
especially the PN Class of  2021 was 
instrumental in shaping the decision 
to accept the invitation by Kristy 
Mannion, RN, Director of  Nursing 
at MCI-Concord and North East 
Correctional Center and Wellpath at 954 
Elm St., Concord’s medical and mental 
health facility.” 

The establishment of  a clinical obser-

vation agreement was seamless because 
of  the assistance and enthusiasm of  
Director Mannion, the faculty and staff  
at Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy, 
and the support of  the Superintendent’s 
office at Southern Worcester County 
Regional Vocational School District. 

“It’s a win-win” said Bolandrina, who 
oversaw the year-long clinical observa-
tion design agreement and establish-
ment.

The Corrections Nursing 
Observation, which was started on 
Term 2 in January 2022, drew the inter-
est and participation of  the entire 2022 
cohort.  

“Now, eight weeks into the 2022 
cohort’s corrections nursing observa-
tion, the practical nursing students’ 
feedback are coming in positively,” said 
Bolandrina.   

“The employment of  Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy alumni at 
the Department of  Corrections right-
ly engaged the PN Class of  2022 with 

the best-practice approaches to correc-
tions nursing,” Bolandrina said. “The 
Corrections facility is perhaps the best 
new example of  other opportunities for 
the new LPNs and in meeting the needs 
of  our population in these unprecedent-
ed times.”

The corrections nursing clinical 
observation involves required evi-
dence-based research readings on 
corrections nursing, two full days of  
observation precepted by licensed cor-
rections nurses, a meeting with Kristy 
Mannion, RN, Director of  Nursing, and 
reflection paperwork to be submitted by 
a predetermined due date.  

“What I heard from several PN stu-
dents, was, ‘What a wonderful learning 
opportunity and gives us a chance to 
be even more successful,’” Bolandrina 
said. “Role modeling, seeing LPNs in 
the workplace. Our students are seeing 
our graduates. We are giving them a 
good glimpse of  work in a correction 
setting.”  

Bolandrina adds that the new cor-
rections nursing clinical observation, 
“opens up new doors in our LPNs’ nurs-
ing journey. With correctional health 
nursing committed to the health and 
well-being of  incarcerated individuals, 
I am excited for our LPNs to shine.”

According to Practical Nursing stu-
dent Felisters Mburu of  Shrewsbury, 
“Working as a correction nurse is a 
unique calling and it was my pleasure 
to interact with the whole team!” 

After two days of  observation and 
Mburu stated,” in the correction facil-
ity. . . the nurses have a responsibility 
for positively impacting lives despite 
the resource and security concerns for 
incarcerated patients.” 

Further, Mburu adds “Effective care 
delivery implies that nurses must be 
compassionate to endure understand-
ing and empathy to their patients. Such 
measures promote trust, ensure better 
outcomes, and promote job satisfaction 
for the correction nurses.”  

Felisters Mburu

SOUTHBRIDGE — On 
Monday, Feb. 7, our month-
ly meeting was a memora-
ble evening. The highlight 
of  the evening was a visit by 
our most recent Past Senior 
Grand Warden of  the Grand 
Masonic Lodge of  Boston, he 
also is a 33rd degree Mason, 
and the Illustrious Deputy 
for the Massachusetts of  the 
Northern Jurisdiction of  
the Scottish Rite, the Right 
Worshipful George Hamilton. 
Accompanying the Right 
Worshipful was his father, Bro. 
George Hamilton. Bro. George 
(the father) is a very young 
94-year-old Master Mason, who 

just finishing his degree work 
and has been raised to the sub-
lime Degree of  Master Mason 
at the Grand Lodge of  Boston 
1 day class, this past October 
of  2021.  

The reason for this trip out 
to Quinebaug Lodge by our 
two Brothers was to visit our 
own Past Master, Worshipful 
Harry Penniman. Bro. Harry 
is related to the Hamilton’s by 
blood, and he is related to Right 
Worshipful George Hamilton 
mothers, first cousin. This 
wasn’t any ordinary visit. The 
Brothers Hamilton visited 
Quinebuag Lodge for the pur-
pose of  making a presentation 

to Wor. Penniman. In their pos-
session was a very, very old 
Commandery Sword engraved 
with the Name of  Harry Moore, 

Keeping the Commandery Sword in the family

Photo Courtesy

Left to right: Wor. Master Bill 
Belanger of Quinebaug Lodge, 
Wor. Harry Penniman with his 
uncle’s shinny Commandery Sword 
in hand, the Right Worshipful 
George Hamilton Illustrious Deputy 
for Massachusetts Northern 
Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite, 
and his very young 94-year-old 
father recently raised new Master 
Mason Bro. George Hamilton. 

Turn To MASONS page     A14
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NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Mary J. Amaral to Financial 
Freedom Senior Funding Corporation, 
a subsidiary of IndyMac Bank, F.S.B., 
dated March 28, 2007 and registered 
at the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry District of the Land 
Court as document number 92126, 
and noted on certificate of title number 
15549 of which mortgage the under-
signed is the present holder, by assign-
ment from:
Financial Freedom Senior Funding 
Corporation to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
its successors and assigns, as nom-
inee for Financial Freedom Acquisi-
tion LLC, registered on November 25, 
2009, Document No. 96802, as noted 
on Certificate of Title No. 15549 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tems, Inc. (“MERS”), as nominee for 
Financial Freedom Acquisition LLC, its 
successors and assigns to CIT Bank, 
N.A., its successors and assigns, regis-
tered on October 29, 2015, Document 
No. 107908, as noted on Certificate of 
Title No. 15549 
CIT Bank, N.A. to Mortgage Assets 
Management, LLC, registered on 
November 30, 2018, Document No. 
113385, as noted on Certificate of Title 
No. 15549 
Mortgage Assets Management, LLC to 
Bank of New York Mellon Trust Com-
pany, N.A. as Trustee for Mortgage As-
sets Management Series I Trust, regis-
tered on October 18, 2019, Document 
No. 114930, as noted on Certificate of 
Title No. 15549 
for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 4:00 PM on March 4, 2022, 
on the mortgaged premises located at 
6 George Street, Auburn, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage,
TO WIT:
The land with the buildings thereon in 
Auburn, Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows: 
Northerly by George Street one hun-
dred seventy-one and 17/100 (171.17) 
feet; 
Easterly by lot Q as shown on a plan 
hereinafter described twenty-nine and 
88/100 (29.88) feet; 
Southeasterly one hundred six and 
54/100 (106.54) feet, and Southerly 
ninety-eight and 03/100 (98.03) feet by 
lot P-4 on said plan; and 
Westerly by 11 P-8 on said plan one 
hundred (100) feet. 

All of said boundaries are determined 
by the Court to be located as shown 
on sub-division plan 1154-23 drawn by 
H.B. Cullinan, Surveyor, dated August 
1947 as modified and approved by the 
Court, filed in the Land Registration 
Office, a copy of a portion of which is 
filed with Land Registration Certificate 
3553. Being lot P-9 on said plan. 
The land above described is subject to 
and has the benefit of the provisions 
of the deed from John Stone et al, to 
Josiah H. Chaffee dated August 16, 
1875, recorded with Worcester District 
Deeds, Book 958, Page 496. 
Being the premises conveyed to Mary 
J. Amaral by deed dated June 28, 
2005, recorded as document number 
88382 certificate number 15549.
For mortgagor’s(s’) title see deed regis-
tered with Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry District of the Land 
Court as Document No. 88382, as not-
ed on Certificate of Title No. 15549.
These premises will be sold and con-
veyed subject to and with the benefit 
of all rights, rights of way, restrictions, 
easements, covenants, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, improvements, 
public assessments, any and all un-
paid taxes, tax titles, tax liens, water 
and sewer liens and any other munic-
ipal assessments or liens or existing 
encumbrances of record which are in 
force and are applicable, having prior-
ity over said mortgage, whether or not 
reference to such restrictions, ease-
ments, improvements, liens or encum-
brances is made in the deed.

TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of Five Thousand  ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank check will 
be required to be paid by the purchaser 
at the time and place of sale.  The bal-
ance is to be paid by certified or bank 
check at Harmon Law Offices, P.C., 
150 California St., Newton, Massa-
chusetts 02458, or by mail to P.O. Box 
610389, Newton Highlands, Massa-
chusetts 02461-0389, within thirty (30) 
days from the date of sale.  Deed will 
be provided to purchaser for record-
ing upon receipt in full of the purchase 
price.  The description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage shall con-
trol in the event of an error in this pub-
lication.
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale.
BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON 
TRUST COMPANY, N.A. AS TRUST-
EE FOR MORTGAGE ASSETS MAN-
AGEMENT SERIES I TRUST
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
HARMON LAW OFFICES, P.C.
150 California St.
Newton, MA 02458
(617)558-0500

10946
February 11, 202
February 18, 2022
February 25, 2022

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Amy B. Hasting and Marc A. 
Messina, to Bank of America, N.A., 
dated October 4, 2007, and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
41910 at Page 335, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder 
by assignment from Bank of America, 
N.A. to Green Tree Servicing, LLC, 
dated January 14, 2014, recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 51963, 
Page 104; by assignment from Ditech 
Financial LLC f/k/a Green Tree Servic-
ing, LLC to U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as 
Trustee for LSF10 Master Participation 
Trust, dated October 30, 2018 record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
59619, Page 86; by assignment from 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its Individual Capacity but solely 
as Trustee for LSF10 Master Participa-
tion Trust to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of the Igloo Se-
ries IV Trust dated October 16, 2020, 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 63739, Page 126; and by an 
assignment from U.S. Bank Trust Na-
tional Association, as Trustee of the 
Igloo Series IV Trust to U.S. Bank 
Trust National Association, as Trust-
ee of the Bungalow Series IV Trust, 
dated January 8, 2021, recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 64264, 
Page 356, for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 2:00 P.M. on the 14th 
day of March 2022, at 4 Vincent Street, 
Auburn, MA 01501, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage,
To wit:
Property Address: 4 Vincent Street, 
Auburn, MA 0 1501
Tax Assessor’s Information: Map 12 
Parcel 150
The following land with the buildings 
thereon in Auburn located on the south-
erly side of Vincent Street, bounded 
and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point on the southerly 
line of Vincent Street, One Hundred 
Fifty (150’) feet easterly from the east-
erly line of Oxford Street; 
Thence running southerly by Lot Num-
ber 15 on a Plan of Prospect Heights 

House Lots, Worcester District Deeds, 
Plan Book 24, Plan 57, One Hundred 
Two and Six Tenths (102.6’) feet to land 
now or formerly of the Stoneville Com-
pany; 
Thence easterly by land of said Com-
pany Seventy One and One Hundredth 
(70.01’) feet to a point; 
Thence turning at right angles and run-
ning northerly One Hundred Three and 
forty-nine Hundredths (103.49’) feet, 
more or less, to the said line of Vincent 
Street; 
Thence running westerly by said line of 
Vincent Street, Seventy (70’) feet to the 
point of beginning, and being Lot Num-
ber 16 and a portion of Lot Number 20 
as shown on said plan. 
For title reference see that deed of 
Daniel M. Hastings, Mary Ann Ulevich, 
Terrence J. Hastings, John J. Hast-
ings, Michael R. Hastings to Amy B. 
Hastings and Marc A. Messina, deed 
dated 5/1/1998 and recorded with 
the Worcester Registry of Deeds on 
6/18/1998 in Book 20076, Page 387.
Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-
ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and place of sale.  
The balance is to be paid by certified 
or bank check at Demerle Hoeger LLP, 
10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 
02129 within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  In the event 
of an error in this publication, the de-
scription of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee of the 

Bungalow Series IV Trust, 
Present holder of said mortgage,

By its Attorneys,
Demerle Hoeger LLP

10 City Square, 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02129

(617) 337-4444
February 18, 2022
February 25, 2022
March 4, 2022

LEGALS

Catherine R. “Kay” (Cerrone) Lemerise, 103
Catherine R. “Kay” (Cerrone) 

Lemerise, 103, of  Auburn and Lighthouse 
Point, Florida, passed away peacefully on 

Wednesday, February 
9, 2022 with her loving 
son, Gary, at her side.

She was born and 
raised in Worcester 
daughter of  the late 
Antonio and Teresa 
(Marcoccio) Cerrone. 
Kay lived in Worcester 
for many years before 

moving to Auburn in 1952 where she and 
her husband raised their two sons.

During World War II, Kay had worked 
at Norton Company. She later worked 
for thirteen years at the former Yankee 
Drummer Inn and retired from T.J. Maxx 
in Auburn after fourteen years of  ser-

vice to that company.
While Kay lived in Auburn, she was a 

member of  Saint Joseph’s Church and 
its former Women’s League. She also was 
a member of  St. Paul the Apostle Church 
in Lighthouse Point, FL. While her 
husband was living, Kay was an active 
member of  the Cherry Valley American 
Legion Auxiliary #443 and the Disabled 
American Veteran’s Auxiliary #4. She 
also loved being on the former Auburn 
Knights of  Columbus Bowling team with 
Arthur.

She spent the snowy winters in Florida 
and the beautiful summers boating 
with her son Gary on Webster Lake in 
Webster, MA since 1993. Kay enjoyed 
playing bingo and cards with her friends, 
and loved watching the Red Sox and 
Patriots games. 

Kay’s beloved husband of  45 years, 
Arthur A. Lemerise, died in 1992. She 
leaves her loving son and caretaker, 
Gary A. Lemerise, of  Lighthouse Point, 
FL; three grandchildren, Shawn M. 
Lemerise and his wife Reka Salgunan, 
of  Ardsley, NY, Mark R. Lemerise and 
his husband Morgan Suckow, of  NYC, 
and Sarah A. Lemerise, of  Boston; two 
great-grandchildren, Kiran and Karthik 
Lemerise, of  Ardsley, NY; a sister, Natalie 
Aspero, of  Shrewsbury; her sisters-in-
law, Janet and Anna Cerrone, to whom 
she remained very close; also survived by 
many nieces, nephews, and dear friends. 
Besides her husband Arthur, Catherine 
was also predeceased by a son, Dennis 
R. Lemerise, in 2009; her daughter-in-law, 
Patty Lemerise, in 1998; two brothers, 
Albert and Anthony Cerrone; and two 

sisters, Mary Breault and Helen Tyan.
Her family would like to thank the 

many doctors over the years who cared 
for Kay, as well as to thank the VITAS 
Hospice Team, the caregivers who work 
for them, and, especially, to Emma and 
Priscylla for their loving care. 

A funeral Mass was celebrated on 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 in Saint 
Joseph’s Church, 189 Oxford Street 
North, Auburn. Burial followed at 
Hillside Cemetery, Auburn. In lieu of  
flowers, memorial contributions may be 
sent to the Disabled American Veteran’s 
Association (www.dav.org). 

To leave a note of  condolence for Kay’s 
family or to share a fond memory, please 
visit http://brittonfuneralhomes.com 

OBITUARIES

Dudley-Charlton District 
lifts mask requirements for schools

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON – As the coun-
try nears the two-year anniversary of  
the dawn of  the COVID-19 pandem-
ic the Massachusetts Department of  
Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE) and the Dudley Charlton 
Regional School Committee made the 
announcement on Feb. 9 that masks 
will no longer be mandated in schools 
starting on Feb. 28.

Following the declaration by DESE 
Commissioner Jeffrey Riley and Gov. 
Charlie Baker, the Dudley Charlton 
School Committee and Superintendent 
Steven Lamarche confirmed support 
for the move on that same evening. The 
Committee followed suit with countless 
other school districts across the region 
and tri-state area by officially announc-
ing that as of  Feb. 28, masks will be 
optional for students in school and for 
anyone attending School Committee 
meetings. However, Lamarche acknowl-

edged this is not a complete departure 
from COVID norms. While masks in 
schools will be optional, there are still 
some limits that students will have to 
follow. 

“There are some details that we’ll 
send out to the community that are 
still requirements. One of  them is the 
federal mandate (to wear masks) on 
school buses. The other is if  you are 
positive coming back to school for the 
subsequent five days you have to wear a 
mask, but I think the overall sentiment 
is the important one,” said Lamarche.

While the announcement was met 
with applause from parents in atten-
dance, the displeasure with the imple-
mentation of  a mask mandate remained 
for some parents and member of  
Charlton Dudley United, an organiza-
tion of  parents who have come togeth-
er to denounce the school committee’s 
inaction on numerous issues since 2021. 

Timothy Paquette, one of  the most 
vocal parents at school committee meet-
ings month after month, shared his 

frustration despite the welcome news 
of  the expiring mask mandate. 

“No more mask mandates, no more 
testing, no more vaccine requirements. 
Freedom of  choice has to be the only 
way forward, and this absolutely absurd 
abuse of  our children can never happen 
again,” said Paquette.

Kate Berry, a parent from Charlton, 
was pleased to hear that the mask man-
date would end but also felt that damage 
had already been done to children’s 
mental health. 

“I am happy (the children) will get 
to exchange smiles with their friends 
again and start to repair the damage 
that has been done,” said Berry. “The 
real pandemic now lies with their men-
tal health. Our children need to stop 
thinking of  themselves as vectors of  
disease obsessed with masking, hand 
sanitizer, and zombie like walking to 
ensure proper distancing from the child 
in front of  them. Simply, the mask-
ing of  healthy children has created 
unhealthy minds. The virus has never 

been a threat to our children. They have 
always been the least at risk, yet they 
have borne the burden since March of  
2020 for the adults who have made this 
about politics and not about health.”

In accordance with the announce-
ment by DESE, the lifting of  the mask 
mandate also eliminates the require-
ment for districts to request a waiver 
from DESE to remove masks in schools 
buildings where 80 percent of  staff  and 
students are vaccinated. DESE said that 
“masking will be a community choice 
in schools across the Commonwealth, 
regardless of  vaccination rates with-
in a school” however districts will be 
allowed to establish their own local 
requirements. Judging by the Dudley 
Charlton Regional School Committee’s 
announcement, it does not appear there 
will be no district-specific requirements 
to continue requiring masks outside 
of  federal mandates in the foreseeable 
future. 
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ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
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Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Winter
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering
JOHN DALY

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 2/28/22. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

WINTER
SALE

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control
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25 ELM STREET, SOUTHBRIDGE MA 01550
TEL. (508) 764-4325 • FAX (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
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BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

Leave the 
phone ‘til last 

in the morning
Most weeks, our Editorial space is typi-

cally something our staff  is curious about.  
While the subject of  cell phone and screen 
addiction comes up often, this week, there 
was a noticeable shift in our view on the 
topic after receiving a wise tip. 

That tip was to ignore your phone, don’t 
even look at it, until 30 minutes after you 
wake up.  In that time, sit down, have your 
morning coffee and read a book.  When 
you start to scroll on your phone just after 
waking up, you put yourself  into what’s 
called a passive scrolling phase, which 
can derail your entire day and ward off  
productivity. 

A few days into following this new 
advice, and there is a noticeable sense of  
comfort and relaxation that can carry you 
throughout your day.  It’s like taking 30 
minutes every morning to get back to the 
basics and recall simpler times. 

Most people feel like they are in control 
of  their phone use, but are you? How can 
you determine if  you have a phone addic-
tion, or are just part of  the modern era 
grind?  We’ve said it before, and we’ll say 
it again, nothing beats the days of  watch-
ing Jeopardy uninterrupted, without the 
pressure of  responding to a ding from 
your phone. 

In 2011, only 35 percent of  the popula-
tion owned smartphones, now 81 percent 
do.  It is our main form of  communica-
tion, so much so that now there is a term 
called nomophobia, or the fear of  going 
without your phone. 

Excessive cell phone use is a huge prob-
lem for many.  As far as addiction goes, 
some experts say the dopamine connec-
tion the phone offers can be linked to 
something akin to a drug addiction.  The 
triggering of  that chemical in your brain, 
reinforces compulsive behavior.  When we 
can’t predict when we will receive a text 
or a “like” on social media, we check our 
phones more often.  

Adolescents are more vulnerable to 
this problem than any other age group.  
Excessive use in that age group is such an 
issue that most teenagers never turn off  
their phones.  Experts say that the young-
er a child has access to a phone, the soon-
er the problems begin. Problematic cell 
phone use is linked to low self  esteem, low 
impulse control, depression and anxiety.  

Signs you may have a phone addic-
tion could be that you reach for your 
phone if  you’re bored, you feel anxious or 
upset if  you can’t get to your phone, you 
wake throughout the night to check it, or 
your phone has caused you to get into an 
accident.  Other signs could be that you 
spend most of  your waking hours on your 
phone, and that it interferes with personal 
relationships or work.  

When trying to focus on work, or any 
task, you are significantly disrupted and 
your concentration is thrown off. 

Ways to break the addiction in order 
to fix your relationships, your health and 
other responsibilities include figuring out 
if  there is a larger issue as to why you’re 
using your phone so much.  Are you avoid-
ing something else bigger? Resolving 
the larger issue at hand, could cause a 
decrease in phone use. 

Change your settings to remove notifi-
cations and other alerts, set your screen 
to dark mode at night, keep your phone 
out of  sight and never charge it in your 
bedroom.  After a certain time, set your 
phone up so that only emergency contacts 
can get through to you, everyone else can 
wait.  Try replacing games on your phone 
with real in person games, or develop a 
hobby you’ve been wanting to try. Too 
much cell phone use can develop into a 
loss of  control. 

There have been some experiments 
where people have gone two days without 
their phones.  Some people choose to give 
up their phones all together, while others 
make significant changes to reduce use. 

The potential risk of  depression, insom-
nia and lack of  productivity just isn’t 
worth it.  Think back to pre cell phone 
times.  While there are safety benefits 
to having a phone, we don’t need to be 
connected 24/7, and we don’t NEED 
to respond or answer our phones just 
because they ding.  

Your responsibility is to yourself  and 
it’s wild how much you can get done if  you 
just unplug.  Take a breather, shut your 
phone completely off  for 15 minutes and 
see how you feel.  If  you do try this trick, 
send us an email and let us know what 
you find.  

I talked to a close friend the other 
day, and when I asked him how he 
was doing, he declared, “I’m terri-
ble.” He went on to say how awful 
his life was. It didn’t matter what 
he talked about; he had a nega-
tive take on it. I asked him if  he 
was pursuing his dreams, and his 
response was, “I don’t have time.” 
he proceeded to give me a list of  
excuses as to why he wasn’t able to 
follow his dreams and pursue any-
thing worthwhile. He felt trapped; 
he felt like he was going nowhere. 

I just listened and tried to share 
a few laughs. I’ve learned that peo-
ple don’t always want a pep talk; 
some people want to be in a dark 
place, and any positive thought 
to the contrary seems like a fairy 
tale. 

When he described his life, I 
saw all the reasons why his sit-
uation was perfect to follow his 
dreams, but he could only see why 
it wasn’t. Granted, I’m not in his 
shoes, and I’ll never know what 
he’s going through. While that is 
true, we only need to look at histo-
ry to see that people have lived in 
much worse situations than most 
modern-day Americans and still 
have gone on to achieve unbeliev-
able victories. 

It boils down to what you con-
centrate on and what you think 
about most. 

When you see a giant standing 
in your path and want to defeat it, 
do you focus on how big and strong 
it is? Or do you focus on how slow 
it is and how hard it’s going to fall? 

So many of  us overlook the good 
stuff  and only see the bad. We only 
see the evil in the world, and we 
rarely recognize the good. 

If  all you think about is the prob-
lems, the obstacles, the barriers, 
the stumbling blocks, and why you 
cannot overcome them, then you 
never will; you won’t even try.

On the contrary, if  you think 
of  victory and why you can rise 
above circumstances, new possi-
bilities will emerge, and opportu-
nities will arise that you otherwise 
wouldn’t have noticed. What you 
choose to focus on is probably the 
most crucial factor in accomplish-
ing your dreams. 

What you believe about your 
future is everything. What you 
think about your future usually 
results from focusing on victory 
or defeat. 

Some would argue that our 
thoughts have nothing to do with 
the outcome of  a situation. It seems 
to me they have everything to do 
with it. If  you don’t believe you can 
accomplish what you want. You’ll 
become a victim of  circumstance 
and be blown by whichever direc-
tion the wind blows.  

When you go through your day 
feeling frustrated, stressed out, 
constantly complaining, and think-
ing about all your problems, you 
won’t imagine the possibilities. If  
all you do is amplify the negative, 
you’ll never live with faith. When 
you cannot live in faith, you aren’t 
living up to your potential. 

When you’re having trouble 
believing, think of  this quote by 
Napoleon Hill, “What the human 
mind can conceive and believe, it 
can achieve.”

When you begin to believe, moti-
vation will come, inspiration will 
take hold, you’ll become a more 
dynamic person, you’ll start to 
realize all the reasons why you 
can, and you’ll begin to move 
towards the life you want.  

When you venture into the land 
of  giants intending to take their 
land, you must only focus on all 
the reasons why you can defeat 
them. Never think of  why you can-
not. Your mind is where you’ll 
fight the most significant battle. 

Although it can be difficult to 
stop focusing on the negative in 
your life, it’s not as difficult as 
you think. It’s as easy as chang-
ing your mind. We all change our 
minds every day. When you change 
your mind to the positive and leave 
the negative life behind, you’ve 
changed; you’ve changed the struc-
ture of  your brain and have started 
to walk down the path of  becoming 
a different person. 

When the sun rises again tomor-
row, you have the chance to change 
your expectations and the way you 
think. You’ll have the opportunity 
to think of  all the reasons you can. 
When you do that, you will be mov-
ing in the right direction.

Switch 
your focus

TOBY
MOORE
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Should you restore 
your antiques?

Most clients I meet are aware 
that they shouldn’t try to clean, 
polish, shine or refinish antiques 
and collectibles. However, there 
are times when this typically 
taboo antique practice is actually 
acceptable, and even encouraged.

Despite a recent drop in 
antique furniture prices, peri-
od pieces from the early 1800s 
and prior, mid-century modern 
furniture and Mission oak are 
three types that still sell well. 
As you might expect, there are 
often issues with old furniture 
from the late 1700s or early 1880s. 
Many years of  use, along with 
the natural drying of  the wood, 
can cause cracks, breaks and 
splitting. With valuable pieces, it is best 
to hire a restoration company that spe-
cializes in restoring antiques. With other 
less valuable pieces, people often repair, 
restore or modify them to suit their taste. 
If  you have furniture where a piece has 
broken off  and you want to repair it, 
wood glue is preferable to Gorilla glue, 
especially if  there’s a chance you may 
resell it in the future. 

When refinishing, it’s best not to strip 
the piece so much that you’ve gone 
through all the layers and it looks like 
new wood. Unless you plan to paint it, 
that is. Once again, you should confirm 
that pieces aren’t valuable before you 
make any of  these changes.

Antique paintings are another item 
that often need restoration. If  you like 
the painting and are keeping it for your-
self, it may not matter to you whether 
it’s valuable or not. But if  you have a 
valuable painting by a listed artist, you 
may want to have it relined, a process 
where a second canvas is attached to a 
weak, old canvas. It is used when the 

painting is deteriorating or dam-
aged. Some restorers prefer not 
to reline paintings though and 
instead try to only repair tears 
or other damage. Inpainting is 
another method used by restor-
ers to paint the areas where paint 
is missing. If  you are planning to 
sell your painting, my advice is 
to sell it as is and let the buyer do 
whatever restoration they’d like.

While some people suggest 
using various cleaning methods 
to clean coins, they are the one 
collectible I always suggest leav-
ing as is. If  you decide to sell 
them, the buyer will probably 
leave them alone, but can clean 
them with a method of  their 

choosing if  they want. It’s also import-
ant to note that oils from skin can dam-
age coins, so it’s best to hold them by 
the edges. Gloves can also be used for 
added protection. Coins that haven’t been 
cleaned will put more change in your 
pocket when you sell them.

We are still accepting consignments 
for our spring multi-estate auction. 
Registration is currently underway for 
my “Evaluating your antiques” class 
at Bay Path’s adult evening school on 
Wednesday, March 23. More auctions 
and other events are also being planned. 
Please see our website https://central-
massauctions.com to join our email list or 
follow us on Facebook to keep up to date 
on auctions and other events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) info@
centralmassauctions.com

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Flower Power Part II
The months of  February 

and March, bring with 
them the anticipation of  
sunny days to come. And 
for New Englanders, the 
long awaited warm weath-
er promises a new season 
of  flowers. Last week, this 
column featured informa-
tion on how flowers have 
the power to alter moods.
This week, we’ll explore how certain 
blooms effect our energy and emotions, as 
well as delve into some intriguing legends 
and superstitions of  days gone by.

Need a nudge to bring more flowers into 
your life in 2023?  Read on for round two of  
the virtues of  flowers!

**
B e n e f i c i a l  B l o s s o m s

“Flower Power” takes on new meaning 
when you understand fresh flowers have 
the capacity to alter our energy and emo-
tions. Why not take the benefits of  the 
flower garden one step further and plant 
specifically to improve both body and soul?

* Lavender: Want to relax? Plant laven-
der. The scent of  lavender prompts calm-
ness. Studies report that the smell of  lav-
ender triggers alpha waves in the part of  
the brain associated with a relaxed state.

*Roses: No flower is more sentimental 
than the romantic rose. And it’s no won-
der. The scent of  roses evokes nostalgia, 
which can recall happy memories from 
the past.

*Violets:Research shows violets enhance 
learning speed by 17%, and also improve 
concentration when used in study rooms.

* Lilies: Need an energy boost? The 
scent of  Lily has been proven to increase 
wakefulness and help you stay alert.

**
  Legends and Lore of  the Blooms
Flowers have long played a role in our 

everyday lives and according to folklore, 
perhaps even our futures.  The “magical” 
power of  blooms is legendary, as the fol-
lowing superstitions suggest:

Romance:
Daisies: Perhaps the most familiar floral 

“predictor” of  love is the daisy.  Plucking 

off  petals one by one while 
reciting “He (or she) loves 
me, he loves me not,” has 
long served as an amusing 
indictor of  requited love.

**
B a c h e l o r 

Buttons:  Folklore may 
explain how these bright 
blue and purple cornflowers 
earned their name.  Legend 

has it that young suitors would place 
freshly picked flowers in their pocket 
while courting.  If  the “bachelor buttons” 
remained fresh and unwilted for the dura-
tion, it was a sure sign the relationship is 
on a steady course of  success!

**
Roses: Romantic lore claims rose petals 

helped young ladies of  earlier eras choose 
between two or more suitors.  Writing the 
name of  each prospective husband the pet-
als and tossing them to the wind, it is said 
the last petal to hit the ground holds the 
name of  the one she shall marry.

**
Luck:
Primrose Etc.:  Superstition has it that 

bouquets of  flowers should always contain 
an odd number of  blooms, lest bad luck 
be lured.  This belief  especially applies 
to primroses, as the English believed the 
flowers should be only be brought into 
the house in groups of  13 to ensure good 
fortune.

**
Daffodils:  Perky yellow daffodils can be 

an instant mood booster, but according to 
Welsh folklore the flower can also bring 
wealth.  It is said the first person who spots 
a spring daffodil will be rewarded with 
prosperity throughout the year!

**
Roses:  To bring good luck into a home in 

days of  yore, rose leaves were tossed into 
the fireplace flame.

**
Superstitions for Health and Well Being
White Flowers: White blooms are beau-

tiful, but they can carry a melancholy 

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Turn To TRAINOR page     A9



• THE AUBURN NEWS •  9    Friday, February 25, 2022

message, according to age old 
folklore. Think twice before you 
send a bouquet of  white flowers 
to a sick friend in the hospital 
as legend claims whites with a 
strong fragrance can worsen a 
sickness!  Ditto for white flowers 
that show signs of  wilting.   And 
never pair white and red flowers 
in a bouquet for a sick person, as 
according to Victorian supersti-
tion the combination is said to 
bring bad luck.

**
Day Lilies: These bright orange 

flowers, common to the New 
England landscape, were consid-
ered a lucky health charm when 
worn.  It was believed wearing a 
lily would lighten one’s worries 
and lessen distress.

**
Poppies:  While wearing a 

poppy in the lapel on Veteran’s 
day has long been a tradition to 
honor those who served and died 
for their country.  Poppies were 
also worn in the belief  they help 
dispel worries and anxiety.

**
Upcoming Holiday Flowers:

St. Patrick’s Day: Green 
Carnations

A bouquet of  green carnations 
symbolizes and celebrates the 
Luck of  the Irish!  Considered 
the St. Patrick’s Day flower 
(the shamrock is the St. Pat’s 

plant), green carnations are 
a common sight in the lapel of  
proud Irish celebrants. Not only 
worn as a boutonniere, a single 
green carnation (which signifies 
friendship and admiration) has 
also been associated with social 
fondness.  In bygone days, it 
was common for students in the 
Northeast to gift each other the 
flowers during the Irish holiday.

Paired with seasonal greenery, 
the colorful green carnation is 
a popular St. Patty’s Day center-
piece.

**
Easter: The Lily
The Easter Lily symbolizes 

innocence, purity and virtue as 
the gorgeous white flowers reflect 
the spiritual aspect of  Easter. 
Legend tells of  lilies growing 
in the garden of  Gethsemane 
– springing up where Christ’s 
drops of  sweat fell during his 
final agony.  Each year at Easter, 
pots of  white lilies grace the 
alters of  Christian churches.
While the Easter Lily is a sym-
bol of  the holiday, the seasonal 
perennial flower can be planted 
and enjoyed for years to come. 
To do:

After the plant is done bloom-
ing, trim off  dead foliage and 
plant it outside when ground is 
thawed.  Lilies like a sunny area 
with well drained soil.  Give the 
plant plenty of  water and add an 
all purpose fertilizer. It probably 
won’t flower again until the next 

year, but replanting the Easter 
Lily rewards the gardener with 
years of  beautiful blooms!

**
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House – Contest has 
resumed!

Your tips can win you a great 
three course dinner for two at the 
historic Publick House Historic 
Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send in 
a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 131 
across the town common in his-
toric Sturbridge.  Because I’m in 
the business of  dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I 
can take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful 
hints!

Do you have a helpful hint 
or handy tip that has worked 
for you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters?  If  so, why 
not share them with readers 
of  Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers?  Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints 
are entered into a drawing for 
dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn. 
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Eastern States Exposition Sportsmen’s Show 
opens today

The Eastern States Exposition 
Sportsmen’s show will open its doors 
this Friday Feb. 25, at noon at the Big 
-E in Springfield, Mass.!  The show will 
be a great place to be for outdoors men 
and women after the stresses of  the 
Covid virus. Doug Sousa, promoter of  
the show, is as excited as sportsmen 
are to once again meet exhibitors and 
the general public, to what is going to 
be a great show, with many exhibitors 
demonstrating and selling their newest 
products during the three-day event.   

Numerous outfitters will be taking 
reservations for hunting and fishing 
trips for the 2022 season. The latest 
in fishing equipment will also be on 
display for all in attendance. See you 
there! Check out their web site for all 
of  the events planned for this year’s 
show. Be sure to bring the whole family 
for a fun day!

The Marine Fisheries proposal to cut 
the days or limits for catching seabass 
in both Massachusetts & Rhode Island, 
has many anglers upset. Recreational 
fishing limits and size requirements for 
numerous species of  fish in saltwater 
is crazy, and politics is what is driving 
both the recreational and commercial 
fishing limits to a breaking point. Party 
boats and six pack boats are going to be 
put out of  business, if  the current poli-

cies continue.  
Ice fishing is coming to an end on 

local ponds and lakes, if  the present 
weather conditions continue. Hazzard 
ice on many ponds is downright danger-
ous, and only seasoned anglers should 
attempt to continue fishing. Many local 
ponds and lakes needed to be navi-
gated with extreme caution this past 
week, with wood planks being used to 
get to safe ice for the first few feet or 
more. With school vacation starting, 
parents need to warn their children 
about the hazards of  thin ice, and for 
them to stay off  the ice without adult 
supervision. Every year, some family 
loses a child to hazardous ice condi-

tions. Do not let it be yours.
The Whitinsville Fish & Game Club 

is planning a corned beef  and cabbage 
supper on March 19. You are advised to 
get your tickets early, as only 80 tickets 
will be sold. The Whitinsville club and 
the Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club sold all 
of  their wild game supper tickets early, 
with many being left out this year. The 
popular suppers are getting harder to 
acquire tickets for every year. Most Rod 
& Gun Clubs have some excellent cooks, 
and the meals are delicious.

Deer sightings are being reported 
every day with a group of  at least 12 
deer being observed at a local building 

sight one morning, as the work crew 
entered the fenced in premises. After 
numerous attempts by some of  the 
deer to clear the fence, they all escaped 
unhurt, but it was a bit chaotic for a few 
minutes. Fortunately, they all ran off  
into the woods, and not across the road 
which was nearby. Fisher Cats are in 
their breeding season, and sightings are 
being reported almost every day. Their 
populations are growing every year in 
the valley.

This year, I solved my mouse problem 
in my sheds in the back yard. I took a 
five-gallon pail and drilled two holes in 
the top rim directly across from each 
other.  Next, I took a wire coat hanger 
and straightened it out and inserted 
one end into one of  the top holes, and 
pushed it through to the other hole. I 
then drilled two holes in a soda can, 
one on each end and inserted the wire 
through the can so that it would spin on 
the wire. I bent the wire on each end so 
that it could not fall off. I poured approx-
imately one-half  gallon of  window 
washer into the pail. Next, I smeared a 
coating of  peanut butter on the can.

I then took a piece of  plywood to 
make a ramp from the floor to the ridge 
of  the pail and secured it with a couple 
of  screws. Placing a small amount of  
peanut butter on the ramp from bottom 
to top, and I was ready to test the con-
traption out. Within two days, I had at 
least a dozen mice in the bottom of  the 
pail. When they tried to eat the peanut 
butter on the can, it would spin knock-
ing them off, and into the bottom of  the 
pail. No more poison and mouse traps 
for me. Give it a try! It works.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

Photos Ralph True

Big bear at last year’s show at the Big -E.
This week’s second picture shows my brother 
Ken with Bigfoot at last year’s show, at the 
Big E.

RALPH
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Raise your garden to new 
heights for easier access and 
greater productivity. Raised 
beds allow you to overcome 
poor soil by creating the ideal 
growing mix. They also make 
gardening more comfortable 
thanks to less bending and 
kneeling.

Whether you purchase a kit 
or build your own, there are 
a few things to consider when 
creating a raised bed garden.
Locate the garden in a sunny 

area if  possible. Most plants 
require at least six hours of  
sun, and vegetables like toma-
toes, peppers and melons pro-
duce best with a full day of  
sunlight.

Select a long-lasting material 
such as interlocking block, field-
stone, plastic lumber or natural-
ly long-lasting wood like cedar. 
The material selected will influ-
ence the shape and size of  your 
garden. Some materials allow 
for curved beds while others 
are limited to squares, rectan-
gles, and other angular shapes.
Design your raised bed to fit 

your space and your needs. A 
three- or four-feet width makes 
it easy to reach all parts of  the 
garden for planting, weeding, 
and harvesting.  Raising your 

planting bed at least eight to 
twelve inches improves drain-
age and provides an adequate 
space for most plants to root 
and grow. If  you want to min-
imize bending, go higher. Add 
benches to increase your gar-
dening comfort and ease.

Roughen or loosen the exist-
ing soil surface if  your bed is 
built on compact, slow-draining 
soil. This will allow water to 
readily move from the raised 
bed into the soil below. Cover 
the bottom of  the bed with 
newspaper or cardboard, if  
needed, to suffocate existing 
weeds and grass.

Line the bottom of  your 
raised bed with hardware cloth 
to reduce the risk of  animals 
burrowing into your garden. 
Lay the hardware cloth over the 
ground and bend it up along the 
inside of  the raised bed walls.

Fill the bed with a quality 
growing mix that is well drained 
but also able to retain moisture 
and nutrients. This may be a 
mixture of  quality topsoil and 
compost, a high-quality potting 
mix, or a planting mix designed 
specifically for raised bed gar-
dens.

Grow any plants that you 
normally would grow in 
ground. Just make sure the 

plants are suited to the growing 
conditions – sunlight, heat, and 
wind – in your area. Since the 
soil mix and drainage is ideal 
in a raised garden, you will 
be able to grow more plants 
per square foot. Just be sure to 
leave sufficient room for plants 
to reach their mature size.

Keep your plants healthy and 
productive with proper water-
ing. This is critical for growing 
any garden, but even more cru-
cial in a fast draining raised 
bed. The simple act of  raising 
the garden height increases 
drainage, and a raised bed filled 
with planting mix means more 
frequent watering. Consider 
using drip irrigation or soaker 
hoses for watering ease. Always 
water thoroughly when the top 
inch of  soil is dry.

Add some mulch to help 
reduce watering and the need 
for other garden maintenance. 
Spread a layer of  evergreen 
needles, pine straw, shredded 
leaves, or other organic matter 
over the soil surface. This helps 
conserve moisture, suppresses 
weeds and adds nutrients and 
organic matter to the soil as it 
decomposes. You’ll spend less 
time watering and weeding 
throughout the season.

Add an organic fertilizer at 

planting if  your planting mix 
does not already contain one. 
Apply again mid-season if  the 
plants need a nutrient boost. 
Always follow the label direc-
tions on the fertilizer container.

The time and effort invested 
in creating raised beds will be 
returned many times over with 
years of  healthy and productive 
gardens.

Melinda Myers has writ-

ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including The Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series and the 
nationally-syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site 
is www.melindamyers.com.

Photo Melinda Myers

Raised beds provide gardeners the opportunity to overcome poor soil, 
resulting in more productive gardens.

Raised bed gardening provides easy 
access and increased productivityMELINDA

MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

BAY PATH STUDENTS 
SUPPORT VETERAN 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Photo Courtesy

Students in Rick Carrero’s his-
tory class have been working 
to help a local World War II 
veteran memorably celebrate 
his birthday.  JoAnn Bucko 
Frizado recently announced on 
Facebook that she was hop-
ing to collect 102 birthday 
cards for her father, Joseph 
Bucko, who would be cele-
brating his 102nd birthday 
in March. Pictured are stu-

dents in Mr. Carrero’s 
class helping achieve this 
goal.  Student Julian Mucci 
stated that, “Writing a let-
ter to a veteran for his 
birthday feels special 
because I write my grand-
pa a card every Veteran’s 
Day. The thing I like about 
writing the most is it real-
ly gets your brain work-
ing, thinking about how 
to word things properly 
and not send the wrong 
message. Reaching out 
to really anyone on their 
birthday just makes you 
and the other person feel 
well.” Another student, 
Ryan Dawson, said “I am 
honored that I got to make 

a birthday card for a veteran. 
My great, great-grandfather 
served in World War II, and my 
grandfather served as well, and 
it feels good to do something 
for someone who has done so 
much for others.” Pictured are 
students Marishka Piltzecker, 
Julian Mucci, Reyna Gonzalez, 
Ryan Dawson, Evan Gunnard, 
and Matt Chatterton.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

VIEW 
DRONE 

VIDEO ON 
MULTIPLE
LISTINGS
SERVICE

GREAT OPPORTUNITY 
FOR AN EXPANDED FAMILY

Dudley: 1500-1600 sq. �. each unit, Existing in-
law, (accessory unit or make a 2 family - some 
renovation needed), Hardwood �oors, 3 bed-
room, kitchen dining room, living room per 
unit, 2 car attached garage, Business possible, 
1/2 + acre lot with town services
7 Lyons Rd ~ $479,900

Dudley: 9.3 Acres, with additional land availa-
ble, Sided, 2 “out buildings”, Workshop, Wooded 
and private
126 Old Southbridge Rd ~ $469,900

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Charlton: Development opportunity, 99 Acres,   
Possible 41 lots in area of upscale homes.
Freeman Rd. ~ $1,900,000

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE –  301 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE - 65 Bates Point Rd – Eastern Exposure – Beautiful 
Sunrises! Year Round – Principle Residence - Second Home – Remodel 
– Tear it Down and Start Anew! The Choice is Yours! Set on a 12,449’ 
Lot, 50X249’, 50.7’ Waterfront! Plenty of Area for Expansion! Surrounded by 
Million Dollar Homes the Pallet is Yours to Create! 5+ Room Ranch with Full 
Walk-out Expandable Lower Level! Open Floor Plan! Applianced Kitchen, 
Dining Area and Living Room with Panoramic Water Views! 3 Bedrooms! 
Full Tile Bath! Oil Heat! Screened Porch! Detached Garage! Dock! Quick 
Closing! Summer is Just Around the Corner – Don’t Delay! $699,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY HAYDEN POND WATERFRONT – 48 Hayden Pond 
Rd! Recently Renovated, beautifully appointed, 5 Rm Waterfront 
Ranch! Enjoy sunsets, fishing & all water sports! Vinyl Composite 
decking & vinyl railings! Open floor plan! Cathedral ceilings w/
skylights! Din Rm w/slider to covered deck! Kit w/quartz counters & 
SS appliances! Liv Rm w/stunning views of the Pond! Comfortable 
Master w/generous closet & half bath! 2nd bedroom or office! 
Full bath w/washer/dryer hook ups! Full basement for storage 
or additional living space! Floating Dock! Shed! $439,900.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $336,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 9 Park Rd! Spacious 2 
Family! 4/4 Rms! 2/2 Bdrms! 1/1 Baths! Easy 
Access! Walk to Webster Lake’s Memorial 
Beach! Same Floor Plan, 13x15 Eat-in Kits, 
13x22 Liv Rms w/Hrdwds, Spacious Bdrms 
w/Hrdwds, Full Baths w/Linen Closets! 3 
Season Porches, 1st Flr w/Composite Deck! 
“Buderus” Oil Heat! Replacement Windows! 2 
Car Garage! Lots of Potential! $309,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet sum-
mers on big & beautiful Webster 
Lake! 6 Rooms. Open Floor Plan! 
Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & 
Carpet. Master Bedroom, W/2 
Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths 
Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat 
Slips! Heated Pool! Natural Sandy 
Beach! $439,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.  

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side! of the Complex - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons 
on Big & Beautiful Webster Lake. 
Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 
Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must see. 
Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale 
$600,000.

WEBSTER - 7 BROUDER AVENUE WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

RARE FIND ~ TO BE BUILT - SPRAWLING 2,200 SQFT+  
RANCH HOME! GARAGE  Level 1/2 Acre Lot! FOUNDA-
TION IS IN. Private backyard. GREAT LAYOUT!  SOLID 
HARDWOOD FLOORS THROUGHOUT!  $659,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- 
living area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd 
Flr - Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood 
Floors, Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with 
a Hip roof 3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

SORRY, SOLD!

KILLINGLY CT - 59 BROAD STREET

3-family, 5-bedroom many recent renova-
tions!!! 2 new boilers. Separate utilities. Fire-
placed 1st floor unit. close to I-396 and Rt 6.                                                                                                                                               

 assisted sale $199,900

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured Listing! 

3 Exceptional Parcels! Abutting each other. Excel-
lent for New Homes! Access to Town Water & Sewer. 
very close to Webster Lakeside Beach & Boat Launch!   

All three lots   $79,900.

WEBSTER - COOPER ROAD -  

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - COOPER ROAD -  
3 Exceptional Parcels! Abutting each other. Excellent 
for New Homes! Access to Town Water & Sewer. very 
close to Webster Lakeside Beach & Boat Launch!   

All three lots   $79,900.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/CHARLTON
Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 
Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.\

Oxford - 4 Leicester St. - Approx. 8.47 Acres! River Frontage. 

SORRY, SOLD!  $79,500.

Webster - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES! onSUGERLOAF HILL 
1000+/- of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000.

Webster - COOPER RD - 3 BUILDABLE LOTS! Water & SEW-
ER Access. Zoned Lake Res.! $79,500. 

SORRY, SOLD!

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos

• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more…

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week! 
www.stonebridgepress.news

THE REAL ESTATE SECTION
FIND THE HOMES OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$169,250,180.00 SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

AUBURN
8+ acre Lot

Seller will supply perc test
Private Setting

COMING 
SOON!

Now is a great time to sell!

To have your open house listed in this directory. 

Please contact your Sales Representative.

Open House Directory
(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

ADDRESS STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26
SPENCER
8 Cornfield Rd S 11-1 $380,000 Century 21, North East / Mary Hicks 

  508-612-4794 / 508-867-2222

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

, 
Bob Lucier

Selling Dreams, 40 Years

1st Cornerstone Properties

Bob Lucier Broker/Associate
e: Luciersells@gmail.com
c: 603-828-2418
Licensed in MA, NH & FL

US Navy Veteran – Think, VA Loans

SPORTS
Resilient Rockets battle until final second 

in loss to Northbridge
BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

NORTHBRIDGE — 
Having buried a stag-
gering nine 3-pointers at 
Veterans Memorial Field 
House on Monday, Feb. 
21, Auburn High’s Logan 
Bostock was certainly 
feeling it from distance. 
But Bostock needed one 
more to keep the Rockets 
alive in their game 
against the Northbridge 
High boys’ varsity bas-
ketball team.

Trailing by four points 
with 4.8 seconds showing 
on the clock, Auburn’s 
Owen Fitzgerald went to 
the free throw line. He 
made the first foul shot 
and purposefully missed 
the second. Fitzgerald 
gathered his own miss 
and passed the ball out 
to Bostock. From there, 
Bostock took a step back-
ward — to beyond the 
3-point arc — and heaved 
a desperation 3-point 
attempt with a hand in 
his face at the buzzer.

The shot didn’t drop, 
and the seventh seeded 
Rockets went home los-
ing a 63-60 decision to the 
second ranked Rams in 

the quarterfinals of  the 
Large School Division of  
the Central Mass. Boys’ 
Basketball Classic, in lieu 
of  the cancelled Clark 
Tournament.

“It was an awesome, 
great, tightly-contested 
old-school battle. Credit 
to Northbridge, when 
they had to make a cou-
ple plays they made them 
and we came up a little 
bit short at the end,” said 
Auburn head coach Dan 
Koen. “We can definite-
ly use this as a learning 
moment — have the con-
fidence to shoot and we 
just have to make those 
little plays at the end.”

This can be a learning 
moment for the Rockets 
because their season isn’t 
over. Having gone 10-10, 
they have automatically 
qualified for the upcom-
ing Division 3 State 
Tournament.

“We were 3-8 and went 
7-1 in our last eight 
games,” Bostock said of  
the team’s turnaround 
before turning attention 
toward his personal play. 
“Through the season my 
confidence went up.”

Bostock hit one 3-point-
er in the first quarter ver-

sus the Rams and then 
buried four more in the 
second. Bostock then 
scored eight points in the 
third quarter — on a pair 
of  3-pointers and a bas-
ket from the interior — 
before netting two more 
treys in the final frame. 
He finished with a game-
high 29 points.

“I felt pretty confident. 

It was a playoff  game, so 
it was pretty big for me,” 
said Bostock, whose nine 
3-pointers was a career 
high.

“This was his first big-
time basketball and you 
can see that Logan can 
shoot with the best of  
them,” added Koen.

Fitzgerald (15 points) 
and Jordan McFadden 

(12 points) also had 
strong games against 
Northbridge, and Koen is 
proud of  his group for 
battling back in the mid-
dle of  the season to reach 
the playoffs.

“COVID and injuries 
kind of  hit us a little bit, 
so it took us a little to 
find our stride. In the 
past three weeks, maybe, 
the COVID ran through 

us and the injury bug 
escaped us, and we have 
a bunch of  hard-working 
kids. They improved and 
it meant a lot to us,” he 
said. “When we were los-
ing those games, we kept 
our heads up. We knew 
it was a long season and 
knew that we had some 
talent.”

Nick Ethier photos

Auburn’s Owen Fitzgerald has a half-step on Northbridge’s 
Cam Boucher on his way to the basket for a layup.

Logan Bostock of Auburn stops in transition before firing off 
a shot.

Auburn’s Jordan McFadden simultaneously drives and dishes the ball to the outside.

• 25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week!
• One Million Hits a Month
www.508LOCAL.com



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — Sure, no high 
school basketball team hopes to 
lose late in the regular season 
with the playoffs looming. But 
for Bay Path Regional, the girls’ 
varsity squad is taking lessons 
learned from a 59-31 setback to 
a strong Monty Tech team back 
on Wednesday, Feb. 16.

“We’ve got to move the ball 
a little bit better,” explained 
John Selen, head coach of  the 
Minutemen. “We get stuck 
with the dribble a few times 
when we get focused on trying 
to execute a play, when really 
it’s a lot of  ball movement and 
trying to extend the defense to 
try to get an easy shot.”

Bay Path opened the game 
against the Bulldogs on a 5-0 
run — “We came out and were 
looking pretty good,” Selen 
acknowledged — but from 
there Monty Tech took over. 
Ari Saladini scored 13 points in 
the opening quarter, and at the 
end of  the frame the Bulldogs 
pulled ahead, 18-9.

“They’re a real good team. 
They’ve got their star play-
er, she got her 1,000th point a 
few weeks back. She’s an all-
around player. She’s tough, 
she’s big, and she hits the 3s,” 
Selen said of  Monty Tech and 
Saladini. “We tried every sin-
gle defense that we had other 
than a box-and-one. They have 
enough outside shooters where 
if  we went to a box-and-one 
they would have torched us.”

The Minutemen didn’t 
employ the box-and-one defense 
on Saladini because teammate 
Bailey Tammaro was a more 
than capable scorer. She fin-
ished with 19 points, includ-

ing a trio of  made 3-pointers. 
And Saladini — with the size 
of  a forward plus the handles 
and shooting of  a guard — fin-
ished with a double-double of  
24 points, including four made 
3-pointers, and 11 rebounds.

Monty Tech (13-5) led at half-
time, 30-13, and through three 
quarters, 43-21, before winning 
by 28 points.

The loss dropped Bay Path to 
13-6 and they lost the following 
night in its regular season fina-
le versus Worcester Tech, 53-50. 
The Minutemen will take their 
13-7 record into the Division 
4 State Tournament, which 

gets underway next week. 
And although his team won’t 
square off  with the Bulldogs 
— Monty Tech will compete in 
the Division 3 State Tourney — 
Selen knows that Bay Path will 
be matched up against another 
quality opponent in the play-
offs.

“We’re just on the cusp of  
being in, so we’re going to be 
playing a team like this,” he 
said, as the Minutemen’s cur-
rent power ranking is No. 35.

Selen noted that his three 
freshmen starters of  Alison 
Welton, Kendall Bond and 
Hannah Cavan will need to rely 

on their recent playing experi-
ence when competing against 
bigger, more tournament-test-
ed teams.

Against Monty Tech, Bond 

scored 11 points and pulled 
down 11 rebounds, Welton 
scored 10 points and collect-
ed five boards, and Cavan cor-
ralled five rebounds.
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FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

LIVE BAIT 
FOR ICE FISHING

Open 24/7 
Spencer 

508-885- 5416

APARTMENT 
WANTED

 Southbridge Area

2 bedroom �rst �oor if possible. 
Cat approved. 

Call Lee 978-407-5164

Town of Charlton - Light Equipment Operator
Under the general direction of the DPW Superintendent, 

responsibilities include operating vehicles and power equipment 
in connection with construction, maintenance and repair 

of streets and related facilities. Knowledge of hazards and 
applicable safety rules and regulations in equipment operation. 

CDL, class B License, current DOT card and 2A Hoisting 
license required. Hourly rate: $26.29 (Union position). To apply 

and view the full job description go to https://townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Resources. Deadline to apply is 2/25/2022. 

Please include resume with application online.

The Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and 
encourages diversity.

WANTED 
LAWN CARE

MUST BE QUALITY WORK, 
RELIABLE, 

COURTEOUS, HONEST

508-885-7673

Full time graphic designer/Pre press for 
local printing company in Brim�eld, MA. 

Excellent pay. 
Call 413-478-6964 or 413-519-3321

Now Hiring:

Minutemen take lessons from late season loss to 
strong Monty Tech squad

SPORTS

Alison Welton of Bay Path avoids contact from a Monty Tech defender 
and puts up a shot.

AUBURN — Auburn High’s Hanorah 
Murphy elevates to shoot up and over 
the Leicester High defense while in traf-
fic. Murphy shined for the Rockets when 
taking on the Wolverines in the final of  
the Lady Rocket Classic on Thursday, 
Feb. 17, scoring a game-high 31 points 
and pulling down eight rebounds, but 

Leicester prevailed by a final of  64-44. 
Isabella Doyle corralled 10 rebounds for 
Auburn (5-12), who reached the cham-
pionship game by defeating Quaboag 
Regional two days prior, 49-33, in the 
first round of  the tournament.

Nick Ethier photo

Murphy shines, but 
Auburn falls short in 
Lady Rocket Classic final

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Kendall Bond (24) and Bethany Lasell tightly defend Monty 
Tech’s Jayda Decarlo.
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Rt. 20, 630 Main Street Sturbridge, MA 
01566  508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week11am-7pm
~ ENTRANCE IN BACK~

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com 
 hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Sandwiches • Salads • Entrees 
Baked Goods • Desserts 

Come 
check out our 

NEW HEALTHIER 
menu options 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront 
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, 
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Open 6 days a week 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, 

Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9 
Opening Mondays beginning 

March 21

Please visit our website or 
Facebook page for our full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

St. Patrick’s Day 
dining at the 308! 
Details to follow!

2014 VOLKSWAGEN 
JETTA 1.8T SE
Stk# 0061UV
63,400 miles

$11,995 

2015 DODGE DURANGO 
LIMITED AWD
129,733 miles 
Stk# 8647UD

$17,995 

2015 HONDA PILOT 
EX-L AWD

84,505 miles
Stk# 927OUH

$22,995

2017 CHEVROLET 
TRAVERSE 1LT AWD

36,735 miles 
Stk# 6743UC

$28,995

2018 DODGE JOURNEY 
CROSSROAD AWD
ONLY 6189 miles

Stk# 9533UD

$29,900 

2019 TOYOTA RAV 4 
ADVENTURE AWD

36,611 miles 
Stk# 3031UT

$35,495 

E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware 
Just Over the West Brookfield Line

413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078 
 www.guzikmotors.com

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING ELSE?
Check out our selection of preowned non-Jeep vehicles!

2011 JEEP WRANGLER 
SPORT

51,249 miles
Stk# 4713UJ

$18,995 

2016 JEEP WRANGLER 
WILLYS 4X4 SPORT

86,858 miles
Stk# 9872UJW

$25,495

2015 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED SPORT 4X4

81,374 miles
 Stk# 7604UJ

$27,995

2016 WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED SPORT 4X4

62,932 miles
 Stk# 8099UJK

$29,995 

2016 JEEP WRANGLER 
SAHARA 4X4
35,021 miles, 
Stk# 0936UJ

$30,995

2020 JEEP WRANGLER 
RUBICON 4X4
11,614 miles

 Stk# 7953UJW

$44,995 

Still can’t find what you’re looking for?  Visit us at guzikmotors.com!

“Car buying the way it should be!”

SPRING INTO A PRE-OWNED WRANGLER 
AT GUZIK MOTORS

Enjoy $500 off any pre-owned Wrangler 
on our lot! Drive home in your dream 

JEEP just in time for Spring! 
(Prices shown 

BEFORE $500 rebate)

which was Worshipful Harry’s favorite 
uncle. This was the man he was named 
after and grew up spending much of  his 
younger childhood years with. The look 
on Wor. Harry’s face was priceless when 
he was presented his uncles sword. Yes, 
Wor. Harry had a hard time speaking 
at first and was all choked up and very 
emotional. There was a lot of  moisture 
around his eyes and very quiet, trying to 
keep his composure and was practically 
speechless. What an exciting surprise 
to receive the Commandery Sword his 
favorite uncle once held and used and 
now passed down to his nephew Wor. 
Harry to be used and kept in the fam-
ily. The evening personified how great 
it is to be a Master Mason and will 
be remembered by all for quite some 
time. If  you would like more informa-
tion about Freemasonry, go to www.
massfreemasonry.org and to find a lodge 
nearest you. 

MASONS
continued from page A5

Insightful

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!




