Bark Mulch * Screened Loam © Stone Dust * Colored Stone © Compost * Sand * Gravel * Fill

' $2.00 OFF !

Purchase Of |

& $20 Or More

.. With This Coupon 1

QUART PERENNIALS R (= Expires 9/30/21 I
°3.95 eacu Since 1994 in the round building on Rte 20~ ™ = = = = = === =d

BABK MULCH AMI_SH PATIO FURNITURE VEGETABLES &
Certified 1 Yard Bucket with 20 year Warranty $
HEIOCK oo §3 prem— : ANNUALS *3.75 ea
R'Ed Dyed CEdar .. $36 3 Packs, 4 Packs, 6 Packs
Pine, Hemlock, Spruce Blend ............. $35 = gy
Black Pine $35 i

Certified Kids Safe Playground Chips ....$36 8
Contractor Grade Mulch Brown or Black ... $3U
Colored Stone; 10 different colors

401b. Pelletized Lime
ONLY $3.75

Reg. Price $4.75/Bag
(without mulch purchase)
15 Bag Maximum. While supplies last

259 Worcester Rd., Rt. 20 Charlton, MA 01507 = 508-248-9003
Charltonlandscapesupply.com « WE DELIVER 7 DAYS A WEEK * Open 7 Days A Week  7am-5pm

STEP 2
Weed & Feed

SPENCER FAMILY DENTAL

Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry ¢ Restorative Dentistry ¢ Preventative Dentistry

CROWNS e CAPS © BRIDGES ® COMPLETE and PARTIAL DENTURES
NON SURGICAL GUM TREATMENT e ROOT CANAL THERAPY
SURGICAL SERVICES
BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS e All Instruments Fully Sterilized e Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna
Conveniently Located On Route 9 ¢ (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.)

We Strive
For Painless
Dentistry

New
Patients
Welcome

We now offer
In-house Dental
Insurance. Call for
more information!

@> ™= 284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511 @ &
Family owned & operated for 59 years! Pecture qaamd{
cu thes beauty this sammer!

Gl [Hotor Sales Ine.

“Car buying the way it should be!”
Check our website
for gimmick-free prices

L/ 4

95 E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware
Just Over The West Brookfield Line 413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078
Come in and visit or browse our lineup at: www.guzikmotors.com

2019 Dodge Charter GT
RWD, V6 24 valve, 8 sp auto,
nav, leather, parking rear
cam, dual zone A/C and
more! STK 621673

MSRP $37,575.

THE GUZIK PRICE
$31,999
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Free by request to residents of Sturbridge, Brimfield, Holland and Wales

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS

Friday, May 21, 2021

Brimfield firefighters look to
improve street address numbering

BRIMFIELD — Firefighters in Brimfield are ask-
ing local residents to help them get to emergencies
more efficiently by ensuring that their houses are
well numbered. The department is rolling out a
new program aimed at ensuring that every address
in town is well marked. "Each year there are a
few instances where Fire, Police or EMS agencies
responding to emergencies in town have a hard
time finding someone's house" says Brimfield Fire
Chief Don Contois.

Alyssa Kievra of
Holland Graduates from
Assumption University

WORCESTER — Alyssa Kievra, of Holland, was
one of nearly 400 graduates to receive a bach-
elor's degree during Assumption University's
104thCommencement exercises on Sunday, May
9, at the DCU Center in downtown Worcester.
Pulitzer Prize-winning and nationally syndicated
Washington Post columnist George F. Will, Ph.D.,
delivered what he called the "last Assumption lec-

The Chief notes that in rural communities, where
houses are often set back far from the road, respond-
ers often rely on mailboxes to find a home and that
they often do not correspond to where the person or
residence might be.

"We have areas where there are four or five mail-
boxes together and the houses are spaced out," says
Contois, who notes that finding the right house if it
is not numbered clearly could delay responders in
getting to a person.

Responders at times can have trouble finding a
specific house at night or in bad weather in a timely
manner.

To help resolve the problem the department is
rolling out a program to improve the numbering
system in town. For $20 local residents can have
the department install an aluminum sign with the
corresponding street address right at the end of
their driveway. The signs are made of aluminum
and come mounted on a post. Installation will be
done by members of the Brimfield Firefighters
Association and should be available three or four
weeks after a resident places an order. Residents
were sent a mailer this week letting them know
about the program. Additional information is avail-
able at the Brimfield Fire Departments Web site
(https://www.brimfieldma.org/fire-department).

ture for which you will be a captive audience" to
the Class of 2021, in which he urged the graduates
to live in the present while also imagining the
past. The Class of 2021 is the first to graduate from

Brimfield Fire Department Lt. Zach Lemieux stands with one of
the signs being offered through the street numbering program.

While the goal is to get every house in town
numbered, the program also will serve as a fund-

Turn To ADDRESSES, page A13
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Assumption University, which transitioned from
Assumption College last year.

"Mr. Will's influence as an author, newspaper
columnist and journalist, particularly for the
Washington Post as well as a political commenta-
tor on ABC and MSNBC, cannot be overstated,"
said Salutatorian Maeve McDonald '21 in her intro-
duction of the speaker. "In speaking with Mr. Will
about the value of such an education, he noted that,
'the point of a liberal arts education is to teach you
to open your mind to question, not to reject, but to
question received opinions.' He argued that this is
a particularly important skill for graduates today
as we enter a world that is fraught with political
turmoil and moral relativism."

In his commencement address, Will shared an
example of just how one's liberal education can
help one better understand the world. He prompt-
ed graduates to consider the political unrest in

Turn To KIEVRA, page A13

Road in Belchertown.

Wales man identified as victim
in Belchertown motorcycle crash

WALES - A Wales man was
identified by State Police as
the motorcyclist who died in a
weekend wreck in Belchertown.

Niles Robbins, 46, of Wales,
died from injuries sustained in
the May 15 accident. The wreck
occurred at approximately 2:10
p.m. near the intersection of
Ware Road and Enoch Sanford

The wreck involved a colli-
sion between an SUV and a

vided on her status.

The crash is being inves-
tigated by Troop C of the
Massachusetts State Police, the
State Police Collision Analysis
and Reconstruction Section,
and the State Police Crime
Scene Services Section.

Troopers were assisted at
the scene of the wreck by the
Belchertown Police Department
and the Belchertown Fire
Department.

motorcycle with two riders.
Robbins, who was operating the
2018 Harley Davidson motorcy-
cle, was transported to Mary
Lane Hospital where he later
died.

The passenger of the motor-
cycle, a 52-year-old woman from
Charlton, was life-flighted to
the University of Massachusetts
Medical Center in Worcester
with serious injuries. As of
press time, no update was pro-

Nichols College celebrates 2020 & 2021 graduates

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY - Nichols

Jason Bleau

(Left) Members of Nichols
College’s Class of 2021,

College celebrated not
one, but two graduat-
ing classes on Saturday,
May 15 and Sunday,
May 16, as the classes
of 2021 and 2020 were
recognized in a ceremo-
ny on campus with a
limited number of loved
ones and guests invited
to experience the pomp
and circumstance.

The first ceremony
on May 15 featured the
Class of 2021 where TV
panels were set up and a
socially distanced seat-
ing arrangement mak-
ing for a unique ceremo-
ny, but one brimming
with school spirit. The

arranged in a socially dis-
tant manner, listen intently
during a graduation ceremony
on May 15.

ceremony included the
customary  speeches
from select members
of the class, including
Valedictorian Adam
Phillips of Brookfield,
MA who reflected on his
years at the college, but
especially the challeng-
es of the past year that
make the Class of 2021 a
special one.

“I have high hopes for

Turn To GRADS, page A15
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Boy Scouts Collect Food for CHIP-IN

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON - While many were
likely enjoying the warm 70-plus-de-
gree weather on Saturday, May 15,
a group of local Boy Scouts took
the morning to help give back to
Charlton’s CHIP-IN Food Pantry.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 165
in Charlton set up a collection site
on the town common in front of the
Charlton Town Hall to accept food
donations to support CHIP-In and
its clients as part of the merit badge
requirements for several of the
scouts. Daniel Creeron, Assistant
Scout Master for Troop 165, said that
while three scouts were involved
in planning the event for the badge
requirements, the troop as a whole
came together learning valuable les-
sons about community involvement
and engagement.

“A few of our scouts are work-
ing on their ‘Citizenship in the
Community’ merit badges and part
of that is to find a nonprofit organi-
zation to help so they picked CHIP-
IN as the beneficiary and decided to
do a food drive,” Creeron said. “This
allows the kids to learn more about
the town and how to help their fel-
low citizens. It’s a good time to give
back and help the pantry consider-
ing everything that’s gone on with
COVID. They’re also outside on a
beautiful day and it shows the com-
munity that we’re hear for them like

Jason Bleau

Members of Boys Scout Troop 165 in Charlton show off just some of the food collected for CHIP-IN during a May 15 food drive.

they’re always there to support us.”

Creeron added that he hopes the
event allowed the scouts to learn
that there are people in need in
Charlton and that they can be a part
of making a difference in peoples’
lives.

AN AMAZING TCA
TEACHER LIVES HERE!

TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY
CELEBRATES TEACHER
APPRECIATION WEEK

TCA students, parents and administration appreciate the dedication of their teachers and
support staff. Teacher Appreciation Week offered the opportunity to share their gratitude
for the valued crew. Upon arrival on Monday, May 3, TCA teachers were greeted with
festively decorated school doors. This and several activities to exercise appreciation
were orchestrated by the TCA Parent Teacher Organization throughout the week. A
padlet web-tool enabled students to post special messages to their individual teachers
and staff. More than 100 messages from the hears of TCA students were shared. On
Wednesday, special pastry from “Jessica’s Bake Shop” of Our Father’s Table were deliv-
ered by the Advancement department for all to indulge. Friday, a fun cluster of candy with
a gift card was placed on the desk of each teacher and support staff. It is evident, that
TCA faculty are invaluable to all who benefit from their abilities and service.

Courtesy
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“They’re learning that there are a
lot of less fortunate people out there.
Whether it’s because of job circum-
stances or just situations in life
there are people out there that need
help and the pantry is a big part
of that. They’re learning about the
resources and that even in a small
town like Charlton we have people
who need help and assistance. They
can be a part of that and give back,”
Creeron said.

These lessons and the generosity

of the community did not go unno-
ticed by the scouts involved. Scouts
Andrew Heywood, Jacob Creeron
and Adam Rydlha, who helped lead
the food drive for their merit badg-
es, all praised the generosity of the
community.

Heywood put it best, saying, “I feel
like it’s very nice of us to do this
and I feel like a lot of citizens have
embraced it. We really appreciate it
and I know they appreciate helping
a lot of people out today.”

Western Mass. Child Care

Resources contract awarded
to Seven Hills Foundation

WORCESTER — The Massachusetts
Department of Early Education & Care
(EEC) recently awarded the contract
for the Child Care Resources pro-
gram in Western Massachusetts to the
Seven Hills CCR&R program which
is operated by its affiliate, Children’s
Aid & Family Services (CAFS). In the
announcement from EEC, it was noted
that a bid process had been completed
and Seven Hills CCR&R in Worcester
had been selected to provide the ser-
vices. Over the coming weeks, three
Western Massachusetts CCR&R offic-
es will be transitioned to Seven Hills
CCR&R to allow for continuity of ser-
vices and ensure assistance to families
and providers is not interrupted.

With offices currently in Fitchburg,
Worcester and Hopedale, the Seven
Hills CCR&R Program works in part-
nership with Coordinated Family
Community Engagement Programs
and the Educator and Provider Support
System to promote quality of care
and to help the Department of Early
Education and Care (EEC) fulfill its
mission. For more than 40 years, Seven
Hills’ CCR&R program has provided
quality child care services to the fam-
ilies in the Central and Metro West
areas of Massachusetts. “We believe
that our program has the profession-
al expertise to meet the diverse needs
of parents and child care providers
and we are excited about now serv-
ing all of Western Massachusetts,” said
Kim Dion, Assistant Vice President &
Program Director.

The Child Care Resources (CCR)
Program at Seven Hills provides
resource and referral services to assist
families in locating affordable, qual-
ity childcare programs. Additionally,
they ensure families have access to
high-quality information, resources
and referrals to meet their childcare
needs; educate families on the cost,
quality and availability of early edu-
cation and out-of-school-time care; and
promote provider development and sup-
port, with ongoing access to training
and technical assistance.

Seven Hills CCR&R will be reaching
out to parents to explain the transition
and reassure families that their ability
to access these services will remain
local. Seven Hills CCR&R also plans
to offer several zoom meetings in the
event parents want to engage about
the transition. Seven Hills CCR&R
plans to maintain offices in Pittsfield,
Greenfield and Springfield.

Headquartered in  Worcester,
Massachusetts, the Seven Hills
Foundation is a comprehensive health
and human services network current-
ly offering program sites at 190 loca-
tions throughout Massachusetts and
Rhode Island employing nearly 4,600
professionals. Seven Hills Foundation
offers a continuum of clinical, educa-
tional, and community-based supports
to 60,000 children, adults and seniors
with disabilities and other life challeng-
es through its 14 affiliate organizations
that are part of the Foundation.
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MEMORIAL DAY is May 31st.
If you'd like to place a Memorial Day promotion or a remembrance of a beloved veteran

or family member, the deadline is Fri. May 21 at 2 pm.

Please call June at 508 909- 4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news by deadllne
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Qu a O a g Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

WE ARE
CURRENTLY
HIRING!

* CNA'’s all shifts
e Nurse 7p-7a & 3-11 (5K SIGN ON BONUS)
¢ Accounts Receivable Specialist
¢ FT Speech Therapist, Per Diem PT & OT
e Temporary Carpenter (7 mos)
¢ FT Overnight Nursing Supervisor
e FT Evening Nursing Supervisor
¢ PT Housekeeper
¢ PT Dietary
Come work for us!
We are a Deficiency-Free community facility in a beautiful small
town with a family feel.
We have great benefits « Flexible schedules
New higher Sign-on and Referral bonuses if hired during the month of June!

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

Please contact

]ulle Stapleton ats (508) 867-7716 or apply online at quaboagonthecomm;m_ com
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PEPIN
GRANITE INC

MONUMENTS

Specializing In:
Cemetery Lettering
Monument Cleaning - Markers
Bronze Plaques for Memorial Parks

Find comfort and closure with
a personalized memorial

Call For Appointment 508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated ~ Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 « 1500 Main Street, Leicester, MA

Leo Pepin Jr. « Chantelle Pepin

Honored to wcm
with our Veteran
Buyers and Sellers

with their Real
Estate needs.

We Specialize in VA LOANS.

P

DeVries Dolber
REALTY LLC

M[@m«miiall &3 ay

Angie: 508-826-8553
angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet 508-887-5136
janet@devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber
Janet Dolber
DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road
Whitinsville, MA 01588
www.devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & Rl
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Bay Path PN students shine

at SkillsUSA

UPTON — Four practical nurs-
ing students of Bay Path Practical
Nursing Academy wowed as mem-
bers of the panel of judges with
their health-related skills during the
recent SkillsUSA state competition
held at the Blackstone Valley Tech.

Dr. Adelina Healy, adjunct fac-
ulty at Bay Path Practical Nursing
Academy served as the Team Lead
for the Volunteer judges. She was
glad at how well everything went at
the SkillsUSA State competition.

“The PN student judges did a great
job,” Dr. Healy added, “all the PN
students took leadership roles.”

The practical nursing students
from the class of 2021 are Brianna
Cloutier of Charlton, Meghan
Reidy of Auburn, Angeley Santa of
Southbridge, and Sonya Ugrinow of
Southbridge.

Recounting the experience,
Cloutier stated, “When the oppor-
tunity came up to participate as a
SKkillsUSA judge I was overjoyed!
I was filled with pure excitement
upon arriving at Blackstone Valley.”

Courtesy

Four practical nursing students of Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy wowed as members
of the panel of judges with their health-related skills during the recent SkillsUSA state com-

petition held at the Blackstone Valley Tech.

According to Cloutier, “The com-
petitors were prepared and ready
to go.”

Cloutier has experience as a
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA).

She adds, “I was blown away to see
the talent and true determination
these students had” as she witnessed
them perform their skills. Cloutier
stated that she really enjoyed rating

QCC student bonored
in 29 Who Shine ceremony

WORCESTER — On May 13 at
the 10th Annual “29 Who Shine”
Ceremony, Quinsigamond
Community College Phi Theta Kappa
(PTK) student Fatima Mohammed,
of Worcester, joined 28 other public
college and university graduates, to
be honored virtually by Gov. Charlie
Baker and higher education leaders
in a Live YouTube ceremony at 2
p.m.

Each year, these awards are
given to one student from each of
the Commonwealth’s 29 public cam-
puses, including the 15 communi-
ty colleges, nine state universities
and five campuses of the University
of Massachusetts. This year, the 29
graduates are being honored for
their resilience in the face of pan-
demic-related challenges and their
willingness to pitch in and support
COVID-19 relief efforts, while work-
ing to earn their degrees.

Ms. Mohammed played an essen-
tial role with QCC’s COVID-19 health
team, assisting with student surveil-
lance testing during the Spring 2021
semester, working multiple volunteer
shifts each week, and acting as a mentor
and advisor to new volunteers.

“Fatima has been volunteering her
time during the COVID-19 pandemic,
helping to keep our college community
safe. Her dedication to her fellow stu-
dents, while maintaining the highest
academic standards is inspiring. We are
honored to have her as a member of our
QCC community,” said QCC President
Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

Currently majoring in Liberal Arts,
Ms. Mohammed will be graduating from
QCC later this month with an Associate
Degree in Liberal Arts. She plans to con-
tinue her education at the Mass College
of Pharmacy and Health Sciences
(MCPHS) in fall 2021. She has received a
$10,000 merit scholarship from MCPHS,
based on her academic qualifications,
for the entire 16 consecutive months

Courtesy
Fatima Mohammed

of the program. After earning her
Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene,
she plans to continue her education to
earn a Doctor of Medicine in Dentistry.
Ms. Mohammed said she hopes to con-
tinue helping others in her future career
in dentistry, caring for and educating
low-income families about dental care.

“Ten years from now, the letter grades
of the 29 Who Shine’ won’t matter.
What we will remember is their com-
mitment to their communities in
a time of crisis,” said Gov. Charlie
Baker. “Our public colleges and
universities educate homegrown
Massachusetts natives — people who
are here to learn, and here to stay.
They have shown how much they
care about where they come from,
how much they care about us, and
how much they will contribute to
the civic and economic future of our
Commonwealth.”

For more information about QCC,
contact Josh Martin, Director of
Institutional Communications at
508-854-7513 or jmartin@gqcc.mass.
edu.

Abigail Stansky of Sturbridge receives

academic award from Nichols College

DUDLEY —Nichols College Academic
Awards Ceremony took place virtually
on Tuesday, May 4.

Each year the English Department is
awarded to a deserving English major,
this year there are two recipients, Abby
Stansky and Jacob White.

Dr. Kellie Deys, Associate Professor of
English presented the award, comment-
ing "Both Abby and Jake are creative,
analytical and insightful, embodying
the wonderful traits we hoped for in all
of our majors. They've added so much to
every class they have been a part of. I've
been impressed with their work and
their willingness to dig deep into their
own lives, novels or into crafting their
own fiction."

About Nichols College

Nichols College is a college of choice
for business and leadership education
as a result of its distinctive career-fo-

M.L. PARTLOW & SON, INC.

Since

ASPHALT PAVING SPECIALIST  go¢
Quality Work Guaranteed &

Spring is Here!

Commercial Parking Lots
Residential Driveways 2
Roadways e New or Resurfacing
Berms ° Sldewalks

Call us today for a free estimate

(508) 347-8956 FAX (508)347-7099
Email: MLPARTLOWANDSON@AOL.COM

cused and leadership-based approaches
to learning, both in and out of the class-
room, and through impactful research
and professional education. Students
thrive in a learning and living environ-
ment that is supported by an experien-
tial business curriculum and a strong
liberal arts foundation aimed at trans-
forming them into tomorrow's leaders.
Nichols also offers master's degrees in
business, leadership, accounting, and
counterterrorism, as well as a range of
certificate programs, to promote career
advancement for today's professionals.

3 year old recumbent bike
with arm pullies. Ppick up only

Sturbridge, MA
774-230-2545

state competition

the competitors while expressing
the importance of proper and safe
patient care. “I was proud to see
so many students with extremely
bright futures ahead of them!”

Similarly, Santa stated, “I real-
ly enjoyed being a volunteer judge
for SkillsUSA. I was able to meet
new people, and everyone was very
friendly.”

She adds, “one of the greatest ben-
efits I found from judging was that
I was able to reflect upon and test
my own knowledge on certain skills
before I tested the student competi-
tors.”

Both Cloutier and Santa were
thankful for the opportunity to serve
as judges on skills such as mea-
suring height and weight, labeling
human anatomy, and the proper
application and removal of Persona
Protective Equipment (PPE).

Santa even added, “I had a fan-
tastic day with my peers and Dr.
Healy!”

SkillsUSA’s mission is geared to
empower members to become world-
class workers, leaders and respon-
sible American citizens and serves
as the blueprint for workplace read-
iness.

ACCURACY WAT(:H

The Sturbridge Villager is committed to
accuracy in all its news reports. Although
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During
non-business hours, leave a message in
the editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will
return your phone call.

RN
ARON

NOW OPEN!

220 AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD,

OPEN
Tuesday/Wednesday 8am-2pm
Thursday/Friday 8am-8pm
Saturday and Sunday 7am-2pm
(BREAKFAST ALL DAY)

SOUTHBRIDGE

OPEN BREAKFAST Anp LUNCH
DINNER THURSDAY & FRIDAY TIL 8PM

Jadelyn
Age 12

cation tables.

place to call home.

Legally freed for adoption, Jadelyn will do well in a family of any constella-
tion that can provide her with positive attention and support. If there are other
children in the home, it would be best if they are older than Jadelyn so that
they can act as a role model for her. An ideal family will help Jadelyn maintain
contact with her birth parents and siblings.

Who Can Adopt?

Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If
you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent
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Hi! My name is Jadelyn
and | want to attend college
and be a princess.

Jadelyn is a girl of Hispanic
descent who enjoys being ac-
tive. Some of her favorite activ-
ities include singing, playing on
the playground and practicing
her cartwheels. She is very open
and willing to try new things and
loves animals. Jadelyn thrives
with adult attention and care,
and she benefits from structure
and clear expectations. She
hopes to attend college when
she is older and also wishes to
be a princess.

Jadelyn enjoys school and
was a peer mentor in her sum-
mer program. She is currently
working on learning her multipli-
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Lunch and Learn talk reveals historic role
of beavers 1in flood control

BY GUS STEEVES

CORRESPONDENT
SOUTHBRIDGE — Look through
Southbridge history, and you'll
see regular references to what our

ancestors called “freshets” — the
springtime floods of the Quinebaug
River and its tributaries. During the
1800s, they routinely left Main Street
and other downtown areas under-

CLUES ACROSS

1. Prevents harm to young
5. “Losing My Religion” rockers
8. Partner to pan
11. Cavalry unit
13. Peyton’s little brother
14. Mexican dish
15. Disseminates info to the public
16. Set an animal on
17. Canadian flyers
18. Elongated mouths of
anthropods
20. I (German)
21. Opposite of west
22. Glows
25. Measures how quickly a
car moves
30. One who has gained wealth
31. Patti Hearst’s captors

CLUES DOWN

1. Scientist’s high-resolution
tool (abbr.)

2. Type of school

3. Formal close (music)

. Transmits high voltage

. A 'way to occupy a certain area

. Draws out

. His Airness

. Nocturnal rodents

9. South American plants

10. Homestead

12. Bland or semiliquid food

14. Forest resident

19. The body needs it

23, Atomic mass unit (abbr.)

24. Spell

25. Relaxing place

26. Political fundraising tool

27. Make a mistake

28. Partner to Adam

0 1 N

32. Extensive landed property

. Male aristocrat

38. For each

41. More fidgety

43, Very happy

45. A place to store info

. Helps to heal

49. 12th month (abbr.)

50. Broad, shallow craters

55. Nocturnal S. American rodent
56. Frost

57. Ethiopian town

59. Curved shapes

60. Company that rings receipts
61. Spiritual leader

62. Sheep native to Sweden

63. Cars need it

64. Partner to relaxation

29.
34,
35.
36.
37.
39.

Tyrant

Unit of electrical resistance
A history of one’s life
Actor DiCaprio

Sea eagle

Avoiding being caught

40.  de Mornay, actress

41. Belonging to a thing

42. Not us

44. Motorcars

45. Capital of Bangladesh

46. Ancient Greek sophist

47. Practice boxing

48. _ Grant, actor

51. Swiss river

52. S. Sudan river

53. A bumpkin

54. One point south of southwest
58. Small island (British)
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water until the river was dammed
and the brooks canalized or put
underground. Parts of today's down-
town literally sit on top of Nuisance
Brook, and that's a common feature
of older New England mill towns.

According to ecologist and engi-
neer Denise Burchsted, what we now
try to control to reduce flooding
were heavily influenced by beaver
dams in the pre-Colonial era. The
Native Americans were also often
involved.

“As soon as the glaciers melted,
people have been here... and have
been manipulating the landscape,”
she told statewide Conservation
Commissioners at a recent online
“Lunch and Learn” talk. But, she
noted, there's been a lot of “inten-
tional and unintentional erasure”
of the Native presence, so we don't
know a lot about how they influ-
enced the ecosystem in many places.

One potential difference, she
thinks, is that the fact they “held the
beavers as sacred” and had a “very
deep and very complex” relation-
ship with beavers (and many other
species), even though they hunted
them. That worldview very likely
influenced how they dealt with bea-
ver dams in ways that are signifi-
cantly different from what we now
do.

Ecologically, beavers are “the
agents that make the valley wet
from one end to the other... and
that's very incompatible with what
we're doing today,” Burchsted said.
While modern civilization tries very
hard to control river and stream

VILLAGER
ALMANAC

OPEN 1O CLOSE

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon - Thurs 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.
FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 — 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD: 413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 - 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 — 12:30 and 2:00 — 4:30 and
Sat. 9:00 - 12:00

REAL ESTATE

BRIMFIELD
$355,000, 20 Prospect Hill Rd, Leth-Steensen,
Johan T, to Morley, Edward M.
$255,000, 15 Mill Ln, Rasys, Andrew J, and
Rasys, Alicia M, to Fleming, Lindsay.
$217,900, 108 Cubles Dr, Mclaughlin, Shaun,
to Lace, Joseph.
$30,000, 6 6th St, Langlitz, John C, and
Langlitz, Kathleen M, to GJL. RNL NT, and
Levine, Gwendolyn J.
0,000, 71 Reservoir St, Drohan, Ashley, to
Pisqolla, Gloria, and Laudone, Pasquale W.

HOLLAND
$372,500, 197 Mashapaug Rd, Martin, Brian J,
and Martin, Daryll A, to Seplowitz, Jason, and
Osleger-Seplowitz, Rebecc.

STURBRIDGE
$950,000, 1 Picker Rd, One Picker RT, and
Glickman, Melvyn, to RLS Complete Propco LLC.
$315,000, 74 Walker Pond Rd, OsowskKi,
Michael J, and Osowski, Denise, to Martin,
John, and Martin, Brooke.
$287,000, 9 Arnold Rd, Jordan, Daniel, to
Miles, Jimmy, and Miles, Lisa J.
$270,000, 301 Clark Road Ext, Damian, Ann M,
to Jordan, Daniel J.
$90,000, 105 Main St, Nash RT, and Johnson,
Theresa L, to Sturbridge Warren LLC.
Stephens, Lisa M

flows in relatively narrow areas,
beaver dams routinely spread them
out into wide marshes. She noted it's
common for people trying to follow
streamflow to lose it in such areas,
where many small dams abound.

Some of them are beavers' work,
but others are logjams and other
blockages caused by storms, previ-
ous floods and other aspects of nat-
ural processes. A major difference
between them and modern dams,
she noted, is this: they're leaky
and relatively short-lived (a cou-
ple months). Fish can usually swim
through them, and they create com-
plex habitats within the resulting
pond and downstream that provide
refuges for various species, balance
water temperatures across the year,
and help control nutrient flow. But
the streams themselves “do not stay
in one channel; there's multiple
threads,” she said.

Modern dams, by contrast, are
“walls that prevent organism pas-
sage,” she said. “They're very, very
destructive.” Among other things,
she noted, the ponds tend to be kept
at a consistent depth and area and
have very little biological material
in them. Meanwhile, other parts of
dammed rivers tend to erode more
because they're forced into one chan-
nel, so the water level is far lower
than in pre-Colonial times, she said.

As an example, she emphasized
the Ashuelot River and Town Brook
in her hometown of Keene, NH. In
the 1750s, local documents show
Main Street was a frequently-flood-
ed causeway “several feet below the
present [road] surface.” When it
flooded, “it abounded in fish, espe-
cially hornpout,” and required boats
or swimming to cross. The brook
was largely forced underground by
1899 and what remains on the sur-
face is mostly in deep mini-canyons
several feet below the land level.

She noted her town's DPW rou-
tinely destroys beaver dams using
“an incredible amount of fossil
fuels” and lots of labor, which she
described as a “continuous process”
that creates “an entirely artificial
condition.”

Despite that, she noted, there are
many places beavers can be encour-
aged “and many places they cannot.”
The key to balancing them and set-
ting river restoration or dam remov-
al targets is “a value judgment” that
demands paying “more attention
to how we are ourselves dependent
on the ecosystem.” One thing that
would help, she observed, is to man-
age infrastructure “to act more like
natural dams.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

Challenge
your
Memory

After reading your newspaper,
put it aside for moment,
then challenge yourself or a friend,
to remember as many ads
asyou can.

Less than 5: Keep trying
7-10: Getting Better
11-15: Excellent

15 or More: GENIUS!

,STURBRIDGE“-?V

w
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE
MIKAELA VICTOR

(508) 909-4126

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:

KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103
kerri@stonebridgepress.news

TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stonebridgepress.news

CALL: 508-909-4149

OR send to Sturbridge Villager

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

TO SUBMIT A LETTER

TO THE EDITOR:

E-MAIL: news@stonebridgepress.news
OR send to Sturbridge Villager

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

STURBRIDGE VILLAGER

STONEBRIDGE PRESS

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER
FRANK G. CHILINSKI
860-928-1818 Exr. 103

frank@stonebridgepress.news

860-928-1818 EXT. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

Jim@stonebridgepress.news

news@stonebridgepress.news

PRODUCTION MANAGER

860-928-1818, EXT. 305
julie@villagernewspapers.com

PUBLISHED BY

BusINESS MANAGER
RyAN CORNEAU

Jim DINIcoLA
508-764-6102

EpIToR
BRENDAN BERUBE
508-909-4106

JuLiE CLARKE

The Sturbridge Villager (USPS#024-955) is published weekly by
Stonebridge Press, Inc., 25 EIm St., Southbridge, MA 01550. Periodical
postage paid at Southbridge, MA 01550. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Sturbridge Villager, P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550




Friday, May 21, 2021 .

STURBRIDGE VILLAGER 5

QCC’s E-Sports team once again crowned

champions in League of Legends Tournament

WORCESTER — Another great sea-
son has ended for the fledgling Wyverns
League of Legends E-Sports team, and
another championship is added to their
impressive record. The Quinsigamond
Community College team played their
final games on April 25, winning hand-
ily 3-0 over Bunker Hill Community
College in the Region XXI Championship
E-Sports game. The Wyverns finished
the season with a 5-1 record, echoing the
record from the fall 2020 season and even
mirroring their fall championship win
against Bunker Hill 3-0 in the finals.

“The team of 12 came together this
season. Week in and week out, they
dedicated time and effort to improving
their skills. Each player got a chance to

start in a game throughout the season,
and each and every player stood out,”
said Wyverns E-Sports Coach Nathaniel
"Nate" Mello.

“I am so proud of what this team was
able to accomplish this year and I hope to
continue our success in the future with
players new and old,” Coach Mello said.

QCC began its E-Sports team in the
summer of 2020, taking part in a League
of Legends collegiate competition. This
is a highly competitive, fast paced,
action-strategy online game. When not
in a global pandemic the game is often
played in-person, in an arena setting.

QCC’s Athletic Director Lisa Gurnick
said the E-Sports team has made a superb
addition to the Wyvern sports teams and

Coach Mello has been an important part
of the team’s success.

“Coach Mello was fantastic, and he
was the ‘sports announcer’ for all three of
these final games. He presented the play-
by play action. It was great for anyone to
follow who didn’t know anything about
the game League of Legends but wanted
to follow along,” Ms. Gurnick said. “The
team has played amazing all season and
has worked hard to get where they are.
We are incredibly proud of our newest
Wyvern team.”

The Wyvern 2021 E-Sports team
includes:

« Alexis Fluegel

- Alex Vongkhamheuang

« Andrew Boucher

- David Huynh

» Dylan Tang

« Joseph Pauplis

« Monica Doan

« Eric Miller

« Lawrence Loughan

» Gabe Varner

« Head Coach Nate Mello

« Assistant Coach Alec Yorston

Visit www.QCC.edw/ athletics to learn
more.

For more information about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of Institutional
Communications at 508-854-7513 or jmar-

« Samuel Marshall
« Trevor Dodson

ommunt
Conne

tin@qgcc.mass.edu.
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We’re here to service all of your
heat transfer and embroidery needs,
jobs big and small!

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge

508-764-0555

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL. Tanks Filled
TAHAEY oo $2.35 to 80%
150-300 ...ummrernmeesnnns $ .
300-500.....cceesmmnnnes $1.85 Driver
500 PLUS... CALL OFFICE  Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

e Monday price 5/17/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum

e Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at
www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!” . g

*prices subject to change

1y

Full Landscaping

Services Available
(59(/// %;’//[/f cates Ol vailable

100's of beautiful unique hangers,
tropicals & patio pots
e Unique House Plants ® Fairy & Gnome Gardens
e Topiaries ® Air Plants & Dish Gardens
e Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry
Bushes e Succulents

TROPICALS AVAILABLE Now!
Hibiscus, Mandevilla,
Dipladenia, and Gardenias.

Annuals, Perennials, Trees ¢ Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily
508.867.2218 !]

¢ www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
# 9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brookfield, MA

;‘EE

Celebrating
43 years

g

Eﬁﬁ Not Your Ordinary GreenhouS&M' '

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

\[orin

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ [zt

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE® E

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

GI‘OOééOf Greeé \7 arm

~esl. 1992 ~
East Brookfield, Massachusetts
i e e o
BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED ¢ NATURAL MEATS

21b NY Sirloin

2Ib Country Ribs

. 1 . $5 8((3?98.00 value)

ASK us ABdU'I' OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

To purchase your meat packages
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com.
Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

Find Us on Social Media G

CHARLTON

EYEGLASSES

Eyeglasses
Eye Exams ¢ Contacts

CBARLTON
OPTICAL

EYE EXAMS

Buy 1 Pair of eyeglasses and get $40 off;
SPECIAL OR 50% off a 2nd pair of eyeglasses.
Offers cannot be combined. Some insurance restrictions apply. Exp. 6/30/21

Peter Maly, R.D.O.

Renee Gomez, 0.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 - Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

IfIt's Important
To You,

' T
150 honest repo.
another search fory
for the truth 1sidec}
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NEWSBAPER.
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It's Important
ToUs,

Coverage
for Auto,
Home, Boat,

Floods. Fires.
16th birthdays.
What scares you
the most?
Sometimes the littlest things can
keep you up at night. But with
Bair Insurance at your side, the
future isn't so scary.

Call 508-248-4204 and let us

= provide you with a free quote and
answer any questions.

RRE

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY
58 AF PUTNAM RD

CHARLTON, MA 01507

Phone: 508.248.4204

. Fax: 508.248.1199

| Email: cs@bairinsurance.com Web
Site: WWW.BAIRINSURANCE.COM

Wedding
and more!

Elsie G’s
Creatione & More

Your Craft Fair
Year Round Store

CRAFT FAIR IN OUR PARKING

LOT AND INSIDE THE STORE

Sat. May 22 - 9am-3pm
Stop by and be amazed!

Avon, Chalk Couture,

Common Scents, Crafts by Mrs. Faz, Friends by
Design, Java Momma, Kids Coasters, Pampered
Chef, Peach Lab Boutique, Snowycrafty Creations,
Tupperware... and more!

774-530-6525

65 Southbridge St., #104 e Auburn, MA
Hours: Tues-Fri 10am-7pm; Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

—

570 MAIN STREET * RT. 20 * FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 * Fax: 508-347-6985

VISIT OUR STORE FOR
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

: ,ﬁ ___ Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style
%} . e Lunch, Dinner, |
Vhid. N,:?(“ and Tasty Treats ¢
Catering Available!—— \—

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week « 11am-7pm
} hearthstonemarketl @gmail.com ¢ hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

‘ PE————

Coverage for
Auto, Home,
Boat,

Wedding
and more!

Floods. Fires.
16th birthdays.
What scares you
the most?

Sometimes the littlest things
can keep you up at night.
But with Bair Insurance at
your side, the future isn't

SO scary.

Call 508-248-4204 and let us
provide you with a free quote
and answer any questions.

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY
58 AF PUTNAM RD

CHARLTON, MA 01507

Phone: 508.248.4204

Fax: 508.248.1199

Email: cs@bairinsurance.com Web
Site: WWW.BAIRINSURANCE.COM
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Charlton resident prepares
for Jimmy Fund Walk

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON - The town of
Charlton will be represented in the
annual Boston Marathon Jimmy
Fund Walk presented by Hyundai
as town resident Jamie Zeveska will
continue her longstanding tradition
of honoring her loved ones to help
the fight against cancer.

Zeveska started her journey as a
part of the annual walk in the early
2010s after her husband’s cousin
Barbara lost her battle with cancer
in 2011. In 2021, she is walking with
added purpose as another loved one,
a close friend named Judy, has been
diagnosed with Stage 4 lung cancer
leading Zeveska to double down on
a pledge to participate in the walk
every year until a cure for cancer is
found.

“I would love to see a day that can-
cer only refers to a zodiac sign. New
treatments being discovered could
mean quality of life for those bat-
tling will be much better. Without
research progress is difficult. It
takes money to conduct research, I
am healthy and am happy to play a
small part,” Zeveska said of her par-
ticipation in the event.

Even the COVID-19 pandemic
couldn’t stop her from taking part
as she continued her yearly commit-
ment through a virtual walk adding
the cemetery where Barbara was
buried to her route to honor her
memory.

“Last year, I walked alone; there
was no support along the way cheer-
ing the walkers on like there was in
prior years. It’s very emotional to
see so many people out there, walk-
ing for a cure. I am determined to
walk each year as long as I am able.
The walk this year will also be our
way, like last year. The research
needs to continue, cancer has not
taken a day off,” she said.

Zeveska’s fundraising efforts
go beyond her contributions to
the walk. When she’s not prepar-
ing for the event, she is knitting
and crocheting items that she sells
through her Facebook page Jamiez
Handiworx to benefit the cause.

“I wanted to raise more money, so
in 2019, I decided to make items to sell
at a craft fair in Charlton on Labor
Day. Covid made that impossible for
2020. I typically work on something
every morning with my coffee and
again in the evening. I thought it
may be easier to obtain donations
if the person were able to purchase
something. I started the Facebook
page to attempt selling my items

LEGALS

The Brimfield
Zoning Board of Appeals
Public Hearing

Charlton resident Jamie Zeveska is preparing for her ninth consecutive Boston Marathon

Jimmy Fund Walk.

and was able to sell various prod-
ucts before fundraising ended last
year. I’ve sold many other items this
year and it appears Old Home Day

them. Every penny counts and add
up,” Zeveska said.

Those wishing to support Jamie
Zeveska’s fundraising effort can
visit danafarber.jimmyfund.org/
goto/jamiezeveska2021 to donate. As
of this report the donation page had
recorded $2,568 in donations with a
$3,000 goal.

Decor ideas to
give homes

a fresh look
this spring

Warm weather and longer hours of
daylight make spring a perfect time to
imagine a home’s interior design in a
new light. The following are a handful
of decor ideas that may inspire home-
owners to give their homes an entirely
new look this spring.

« Wallpaper: Wallpaper fell out of
favor years ago, but new styles that
aren’t so heavily patterned can make
for wonderful additions to any room.
Large-scale prints can give a room a

Courtesy

will take place on Labor Day. I've
had many supporters that continue
to donate year after year, which is
wonderful, I appreciate every one of

whole new feel without giving home-
owners or their guests the impression
that they have stepped back in time.
A simple, mural-style floral wallpa-
per on the walls surrounding a table
in a breakfast nook can bring nature
inside.

« Pastel colors: Nothing embodies
the spring quite like pastel colors. If
colorful, bright flowers dot the gar-
den in the backyard, homeowners can
bring those uplifting pastels inside by
painting an accent wall or even adding
some brightly colored accent furniture
to rooms that could use a lift.

- Declutter: Clutter is often con-
quered during spring cleaning ses-
sions, but homeowners who want to
create more free-flowing interior spac-
es can downsize their furniture and/
or look for multipurpose features that
make it hard for clutter to take over a
room. Create more open space in enter-
taining areas by mounting the televi-
sion and getting rid of a bulky enter-
tainment center. Create even more
space by replacing rarely used end
tables with a storage ottoman where
books and magazines can be stored to
give a room a fresh, clean look.

« Accent features: Sometimes the
smallest changes to an interior space
make the biggest impression. Replace
. dated accents like vases and table
e lamps with newer items that reflect
: the latest styles and trends. Such
adjustments won’t break the bank, and
they can give rooms a whole new feel.

Spring is a great time to reconsider
home interiors. This spring homeown-
ers can embrace various strategies,
both big and small, to give their homes

I;- |
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The Brimfield Zoning Board of Appeals
will hold a public hearing on the Special
Permit request of Webber Road, LLC,
regarding 275 Sturbridge Road, Brim-
field, Parcel ID Map 15 Block A Lot 6.
The Board will consider whether the
proposed Marijuana Retail Establish-
ment, Webber Road, Ops, LLC,will be
detrimental to the neighborhood. Abut-
ters are invited to consider the propos-
als and provide public input. The hearing
will be held at the Town Hall, 21 Main St
Brimfield, MA 01010 on Thursday, June
3, 2021 at 6:30 pm.

May 14, 2021

May 21, 2021

BAY PATH PRACTICAL NURSING
STUDENTS HOST FUNDRAISING
PLANT SALE

The Bay Path Practical Nursing (PN) Academy, PN Class of 2021 hosted a plant sale
the week before Mother’s Day. The members of the PN Class of 2021 offered a wide
variety of plants with appropriate COVID-19 precautions in place. The fundraiser ben-
efited an alumna diagnosed with cancer. The plants sold from an anonymous donor’s
garden that has been grown specifically for the sale included Chinese Money Plant
(Pilea), ZZ plant, Tiger Aloe, Snake Plant, Jade Plant, Peperomia, Oxalis, Pothos,
Bromeliad, Ivy, Anthurium, and Cereus plants. The funds raised totaled $505. The
fundraiser plant sale was made possible by the support of Khamphan Houatchanthara
of Southbridge, Meghan Reidy of Auburn, Loise Kamero of Worcester, Tianna Welcome
of Oxford, and the generosity of the management and employees of Simon Says Pizza
Chef of Southbridge.

FAMILY DINING & GIFT GUIDE

Visit these fine local estahlishments for great gifts &  TAME
gift cards, dine-in, take-out & beverages too! oT. |

To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

CHARLIE'S

Diner ¢ Bar ¢ Grill * Functions

WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!
BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER

a whole new feel.

Function Rooms Available for Any Size Party
Spencer Country Inn

- % BuyEntree Get 1 1/2 price
. ;) (dine-in only) Cannot be used on
i holidays or private parties

Salem Cross INN

RESTAURANT & 7AVERN
9260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

With this ad. Exp 6/30/21

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials.
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out!

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95
SUNDAY BRUNCH

We are the perfect spot to
Celebrate with your Graduate.
Make your reservations today!

Fri, 5/21 & Sat, 5/22 (after 5pm)

FRIED TROUT

Full Menu - Take out still available

Experience
Salem Cross Inn...

10am-Ipm history, charm, elegance,

.......................... and culinary delights
500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036
www.spencercountryinn.com

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close
Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm  [Ej

Indoor and Outdoor Dining (weather permitting)
Don’t forget... TAKEOUT is available!

Call For Reservations

NEW HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 - Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033

www.charliesdiner.com

YFor more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com Ei (508)867-2345
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Ei

GIFT
CERTIFICATES
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AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Hom

_ This section reaches 47,000 households
@ in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
Call 508-764-
or email ads@stonebridgepress.news
for more information

4325

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Auto

BUILDE

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics * A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators ¢ Starters « ABS
Alignments ° Tires...and more

Maijor Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 ¢ Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

Ei

WOODY’S
Rust Proof & Undercoat

Stop Rust with the Best Woody’s
Professional Rustproofing and Under-
coating Services. Maintain Safety and
Value by protecting your vehicle’s body

from rust, debris, and salt!

Oil-based rustproofing applied STANDARD

by factory-trained technicians $325

keeps the structural integrity of DELUXE
your vehicle’s body intact. $499-%1499

ECO-FRIENDLY - STOPS RUST
DISPLACES MOISTURE - LONG LASTING - CREEPS

IF IT'S WORTH OWNING, IT'S WORTH PROTECTING

_J,@ HOURS: MON - FRI 8-5 ﬁ
'& Sean Wood - Owner
= 324 Main St., Spencer, MA =
p: 774.745. 8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

| f

2> KUBALA

{ J HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

100% FINANCING Lifetime
AVAILABLE Warranty

908-784-1550
LEDO K

b i,

ETAE S

B-U-I'L-D-E‘R

INCORPORATED

Remodelmg Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING 4 DECKS
4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

Cleaning Services ] Granite & Marbhle

HOUSE CLEANING
AVAILABLE

Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly
or monthly times available.
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE
. estimate at:

774-262-9166

SHREWSBURY

T

MARBLE & GRANITE, Ixc

'SPRING -~
" SALE

Biggest Selection of Marble,

Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

508-842-9800 * shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

0il & Propane

**i-ll

* *
Zﬂlﬂﬂ HICA DISEOUT T
& PROPANE
Need propane or oil right away?

Call American today!

'10¢ 0ff 20° Off

PER GALLON PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT
[ (125 Gav miN) I FL e (min 75 gac)

With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/21. Cannot be combined with any
L other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program J

Use promo code

Order online
Americandiscountoil.Com yic e ssine
413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

G. COOPER PAVING
NewjBeautyBlackion
413.544.5381

FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED

DISCOUNTS

DRIVEWAYS e F’ARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING « STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It Alll” 9

FREE ESTIMATES BEB

EXTERIOR HOUSE &
SOFT ROOF WASHING

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew ¢ Moss ¢ Algae ¢ Oxidation * Dirt & Pollutants
FROM:

Vinyl ¢ Aluminum ¢ Wood ¢ Brick ¢ Painted ¢ Stained
GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep
Cedar Restoration ¢ Decks ¢ Patios
Stairs & Walkways ¢ Foundations

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH
~ Est. 1987 ~
)

Commercial 100% Satisfaction
. . Guaranteed or you
& Residential owe nothing!
PLEASE CALL

1-800-696-4913 * 508-248-4638

" Asian Longhorr; —-
Beetle Certified

Fully Insured ¢ Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER ¢ NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

Custom Timber Sheds

CHIMNEY || DOUGLAS
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99 TIMBER
ALL KINDS OF SHEDS
MASONRY &
CONCRETE WORK Custom Built
hebuing. he-ng. | | o Kits Zvailable

Waterproofing, Foundation
& Chimney Repair, New
& Stair Repair, Concrete
Walkways, Stonewalls,

New Roofs, Construction James Beane
& Garpentry. DouglasTimberSheds.com
Need to get it done? JBeaneConstruction@charter.net
Call me!
FREE Estimates- JBEANE CONSTRUCTION

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

C=)

MASONRY HARDSCAPE

RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate
Cord Wood

Master Electrician
Residential * Commercial
0: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience
Lic#15885A | 29931E
Fully insured
| specialize in:
New Construction
Renovations
Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)
Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades
Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:
Brian Wood Electrician

Op

Brian French
(413)222-5542

frenchyn4b@gmail.com

ACCURATE
PEST
CONTROL
Full Pest Control
Services

Over 28 yrs.
experience

Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for
David orJason
Hight
Auburn MA

508-688-2159

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
New Construction
Remodelling
Kitchen & Bath

Service Updates
W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606

Talden1987@gmail.com

Fully Insured

Accepts credit card
payments & free online
bank transfers
Licenses:
MA-13705-21777A,

NH-13932M, RI-B013781

TNT ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp

Licensed
Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive
Southbridge, MA
01550
508.909.5114
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

GUTTERS

e Cleanings

¢ Repairs

¢ Installations
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

30+ years exp
Licensed & Insured

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters com

ACCREDITED
‘-' BUSINESS

No Job

Too Small
Home Improvement

—Insured-
MA Reg #174661

e General Carpentry
e Laminated Floors
* Remodeling
 Kitchen, Bath & Cellar
¢ Painting
e Handyman Services
e Floor Leveling
* Power Washing and
MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome
improvement.com

Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Quality Chimney
(508)752-1003

MAIN STREET
HANDYMAN & ROOFING
SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing
Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done?
If we don’t do it you don’t
need it done!

SENIOR CITIZEN (65+)
DISCOUNTS

Give me a Call
Rich at
508-963-1191

| MaasNRY [ pest Control | PAWTING | PANTING | PLUMBING || ROOFING I Roofing |

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,
Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

BILL GREENE
PAINTING

Free Estimates
Fully Insured
LOW RATES
RELIABLE
SERVICE
QUALITY WORK
POWER
WASHING

L0OG CABIN
REFINISHING

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

JOHN DALY
Plumbing
Water heaters, Faucets,
Toilets, New pex water piping,
Outside hose connections
replaced or added,
Dishwashers, Garbage
disposals, Water filters,
Tub & shower valves,

Tub & shower replacements
Any repair or
replacement needed.
Buy your own fixtures &
faucets, or | will supply.
Serving all of
Worcester County
Lic.#MPL-21763
Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

We are home owners’
plumbers!
jdrainman714@aol.com

GUARANTEED

Roofing & Building
Maintenance LLC
Roofing, Siding,

Gutter and
Gutter Cleaning
Contact:
Daniel Truax
508-450-7472
gbmaintco.com
Senior Citizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied

customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

A+ Rating BBB

MAHIC Lic #146620
MA CSL #099487

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When you need a roof,
hire a roofing company,
that’s what we do!

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100
Lifetime material warranty
& 25 yr. labor warranty
available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured,
Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Cards

Douglas, MA

508-864-4004

| Electrician_NELECTRICIAN] ELECTRICIAN § _GUTTERS || Handyman Home Improvement

BONETTI’S

Home Improvement
Roofing
Siding
Decks
Remodeling
Windows
Doors
Basement Finishing
Gutters Cleaning
Pressure Washing

Painting Landscaping
Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231
508-347-4906

Cell 508-688-0072

? Gt
BBB

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #€S069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C:508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
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EDITORIAL

The pitfalls

of ‘senioritis’

We've all heard the term
'senioritis’ perhaps even
experienced a case of it our-
selves — but is this diagno-
sis real? After some lengthy
research, we say absolutely.

Senioritis is defined as, “A
supposed affliction of students
in their final year of high
school or college, characterized
by a decline in motivation or
performance.” The end is near,
with graduation just around
the corner, and many seniors
can taste freedom, but aren't
quite sure what to do with it.
Even with some students head-
ing off to college, the fear of
the unknown combined with a
complete change in the cadence
in life is enough to make sev-
eral seniors come down with a
serious case of senioritis. The
senioritis is a way to break
away from the stress and rigors
of 13 years of schooling.

Some signs of the affliction
include a lack of motivation, a
decline in grades, or feeling as
though nothing they do in the
final months leading up to grad-
uation really matters much.
Most students’ entire senior
years of high school are spent
trying to plan for the future,
this can be daunting and stress-
ful for these kids, who are still
really, just kids. Some symp-
toms parents should look for
include extreme laziness, apa-
thy, spending all of their free
time with friends away from
home.

Unfortunately, the rapid
decline in motivation does
not go unseen by universities.
After being accepted, many
schools will look at a student’s
last semester, and a substantial
decrease in grades raises a red
flag. This has admissions offices
questioning a prospective stu-
dent’s level of commitment and
the question of maturity is also
put on the table. If the situation
is bad enough, a college or uni-
versity can rescind an accep-
tance. Each year, thousands of
students receive such letters.
Sometimes a student will enter
their freshman year of college
already on academic probation.
If a student was issued merit
aid from an institution, they
risk losing those funds.

There are things that can be
done to help offset senioritis.
One thing a student can do is to
set tiny goals such as getting a
B or higher on the next quiz or
test, or to finish an assignment
ahead of time. Working on bet-
ter ways to study for tests is
also crucial. Too much pres-
sure can cause students to shut
down so taking some time to
relax and have fun with family
and friends is a great idea.

Another idea is for parents
and teachers to reassure stu-
dents that life after high school
is an exciting time and that not
every graduate needs a defin-
itive plan right away. Explain
different opportunities for a
gap year, including the pros
and cons of taking one.

If your child becomes too
self-destructive handing out
consequences is key. Finding
their currency and removing
it may change their perspec-
tive and keep them on track.
Remembering to reward good
behavior is a must. If your
child is behaving in such a way
that they become emotionally
removed, disobedient and dis-
respectful taking a gap year
might be the best option as
college is expensive and tui-
tion should never go to waste.
Sometimes when students see
their friends off at school while
they are left behind can be
motivation to get back into the
swing of things.

OPINION

VIEWS AND COMMENTARY FROM STURBRIDGE, BRIMFIELD, HOLLAND AND WALES

Everyday Activities Reduce Stress

Stress is a part of
daily life and common,
everyday tension can
take a toll on both your
physical and mental
health. With more than
half of Americans con-

cerned about the high
levels of stress they expe-
rience in their daily lives,
high anxiety is practical-
ly an epidemic in this country. While
it’s a fact that frayed nerves are often
the price you pay for an overactive life-
style, that doesn’t mean you can’t diffuse
the impact. In fact, odds are your daily
routine includes everyday activities that
have been proven to lessen the stress
factor. From petting your dog to writing
in your diary, there are many simple and
deliberate actions you can practice to
de-stress without reaching for a pill.

*%

If you drink coffee in the morning, a
study by University College of London
might convince you to switch to black
tea. According to the study, drinking
daily cups of the tea has a positive effect
on stress hormone levels, which can
help a person recover more quickly from
everyday stresses.

The research, published in the journal
Psychopharmacology, revealed found
that people who drank black tea were
able to de-stress more quickly than those
who drank a placebo tea. Moreover, the
participants (who drank black tea four
times a day for six weeks) displayed
lower levels of the stress hormone corti-
sol after experiencing a stressful event,
as compared to a control group who
drank the placebo tea for the same peri-
od of time.

*%

Exercise is a proven method of lower-
ing stress levels, and many people make
a workout part of their daily routine.
And there’s good news for those who
don’t go to a gym on a regular basis.
Research reveals a daily 20 minute walk
can be as effective as a mild tranquilizer.

*%

It’s no surprise pets play an important
role in reducing stress. What is surpris-
ing is a research study that shows pets
may be better at reducing stress than
a loved one! According to a report pub-
lished in the September/October issue
of the journal Psychosomatic Medicine,
researchers examined the effects of the
presence of friends, spouses and pets on
the level of stress associated with certain
relatively unpleasant tasks. They found
that compared with human support, the
presence of pets was associated with
lower perceived and actual responses to
stress.

*%

Even if you’re not artistically inclined,
dabbling in some form of creative art
each day can boost your stress reliev-
ing hormones. In fact, the University
of California — Irvine offers a class in
Art Therapy, utilizing the simple act
of drawing and creating art to relieve
stress in two ways. First, creating art-
work requires focus, and takes your
mind off stress causing issues. When the
project is done, your head is clearer (and
less tense). Also, while creating art, you
are engaged in the action to the point
of being in a near meditative state. This
results in many of the benefits of medita-
tion and you may feel less stressed when
you are done.

*%

Gardening is another pastime that has
been linked to lower blood pressure and
reduced anxiety. An estimated 40% of
Americans find that being in the pres-
ence of a garden makes them feel relaxed
and calm. Retreating to a garden can
renew energy, create a sense of peace,
and restore well-being. The benefits of
gardening, both physically and emo-
tionally, are well-documented. Whether
planning, planting, tending, or harvest-
ing, many gardeners describe feeling
this emotional "high", which promotes
well-being and relieves stress symptoms.
Like meditation and relaxation pro-
grams, gardening involves both physical
movement and mental concentration, a
combination that has been attributed
to numerous health benefits. Today, a
variety of garden programs are used as
Horticultural Therapy to promote health
and wellness.

*%

Writing in a journal is therapeutic

and jotting down your

TAKE feelings both good and
THE bad, can also help relieve
stress. University of

HinT Texas at Austin psy-
== chologist and research-
KAREN er James Pennebaker
TRAINOR contends that regular
journaling strength-

ens immune  cells,

called T-lymphocytes.
Pennebaker believes that writing about
stressful events helps you come to terms
with them, thus reducing the impact of
these stressers on your physical health.

To boost the stress relieving effect,
be sure to “count your blessings” and
list them, as keeping a gratitude jour-
nal has been proven to be a powerful
calming aid. On the other hand, it is also
beneficial to write out your feelings and
negative emotions. According to Psych
Central, journaling about anger, sad-
ness and other painful emotions helps to
release the intensity of these feelings. By
doing so you will feel calmer and better
able to stay in the present.

%%

Here are some more stress busters:

*It’s a known fact that color can alter
our moods. "Cool" colors like violet, pur-
ple and green can soothe jittery nerves.
Blue has shown to be the most calming
color influence of all.

*Meditation can be a powerful weapon
in the fight against stress, and can work
to head off a panic attacks. Meditation
and proper breathing can helps slow
the heart rate and calm nerves A quick
calming trick is to close your eyes and
breathe slowly and deeply, focusing on
the breaths.

*Prayer helps you focus within and can
offer a calm perspective on the world. A
research study showed that that college
students who practiced a religion were
less stressed than their non-religious
counterparts. Other research suggests
that those who are religious are less like-
ly to have a stress-related mental illness.

*Listening to music can change our
moods, and in fact, music can be a pow-
erful weapon in the battle with stress and
anxiety.

*Taking a deep breath and stretching
often not only brings instant relief to a
stressed, frazzled body, but it has been
shown to lower cortisol levels, which
can help reduce stress and anxiety. Deep
breathing can also cause a temporary
drop in blood pressure.

*Naps are also therapeutic for diffus-
ing stress. A study found that workers
who nap for at least 45 minutes during
the day had lower average blood pres-
sure after suffering psychological stress
compared to those who did not.

*According the Calm Clinic, whole
grain snacks, blueberries, peaches,
almonds, and dark chocolate are all good
food choices with natural calming prop-
erties. Also, foods with magnesium, vita-
min B12 (and other B vitamins), zinc,
and antioxidants can be beneficial for
helping you deal with stress.

%k

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick
House

Your tips can win you a great dinner
for two at the historic Publick House
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered into a random
drawing. One winner per month will
win a fabulous three course dinner for
two at the renowned restaurant, located
on Route 131 across the town common in
historic Sturbridge. Because I'm in the
business of dispensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can take credit for
some), I'm counting on you readers out
there to share your best helpful hints!

Please note the contest had been sus-
pended due to COVID restrictions for
seating in restaurants. It is expected to
start up again in June. All entries have
been collected and will be entered into an
upcoming drawing.

Do you have a helpful hint or handy tip
that has worked for you? Do you have a
question regarding household or garden
matters? If so, why not share them with
readers of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge,
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com.
Hints are entered into a drawing for
dinner for two at the historic Publick
House Inn.

'Two wooden sticks formed my world

TI've been a percus-
sionist since I was
eight years old. For
those who are unfamil-
iar with the term... 'm
a drummer.

A man named Levi
Rock handed me a pair
of Ludwig 3S laminated
drumsticks. Although I
didn’t know it at the
time, the trajectory of my life was set.
He then said, “Hey Bill ... strap a drum
on this kid and take him outside and
teach him to play Paradiddles, Triplets
and Shave and a Hair Cut.” Bill Buck,

still a dearest friend to
this day, nodded and I
followed him into “the

PoSITIVELY cage,” the equipment

room for the Kankakee

SPEAKING Challengers Drum &
——  Bugle Corps.

It was love at first

(;AAgngg' grip as I held those

eeeessmemeess  Sticks in hand and

looked at that red, sil-
ver, and blue sparkle drum strapped to
my right shoulder and resting on my left
thigh. It felt natural ... as if I were born

Turn To MOORE, page A9

What to

expect from
a financial
review

FINANCIAL
Focus

JEFF
BURDICK

The COVID-19 pandemic may have
unsettled many aspects of your life —
including your financial situation. Even
if your employment and earnings were
not directly affected, you might have
concerns about whether you’ve been
making the right investment moves in
such a stressful environment. The pan-
demic is, hopefully, just a once-in-a-life-
time occurrence, but different events
can rattle financial markets. And chang-
es in your own life also can affect your
plans. To prepare yourself for whatever
tomorrow may hold, you may want to
get some professional help — but what,
really, can you expect from a financial
advisor?

A financial advisor will look holis-
tically at your life — your family com-
position, your career, your hopes and
dreams, your instincts about saving and
spending money, your risk tolerance
and other factors. So, during your ini-
tial meeting, and at subsequent reviews
afterward, here are some of the key
areas you’ll discuss:

» Feelings about your financial situa-
tion — Numbers are important to finan-
cial advisors, but what’s most mean-
ingful to them is understanding what’s
important to their clients. Are you con-
fident about your overall financial out-
look? Are you worried about your cash
flow? Are you distressed over volatility
in the financial markets? Do you have
concerns about your career? By getting
at the answers to these and similar
questions, a financial advisor can gain
a clear sense of who you are and what
matters to you. You can then follow an
established process to build your per-
sonalized strategies and take the specif-
ic actions needed to achieve your goals.

» Progress toward your goals — It takes
patience and discipline to achieve long-
term goals, such as helping send your
kids to college or enjoying the retire-
ment lifestyle you’'ve envisioned for
yourself. As you save and invest for
these goals over the years, you’ll want
to..measure your progress regularly.
If you seem to be falling behind, your
financial advisor can suggest moves
such as increasing your investments or
adjusting your investment mix.

» Changes in your family situation —
Marriage or remarriage, the arrival of
new children, the departure of children
for college, caregiving responsibilities
for older parents — any and all of these
events can make a big difference in your
goals and, as a result, your investment
plans. During your reviews, your finan-
cial advisor will consider these changes
when making suggestions or recom-
mendations. (Changes in your family’s
status may affect your estate plans, so
you’ll also need to work with your legal
advisor or other estate-planning profes-
sional.)

« Changes in your retirement plans
— As you near retirement, you might
decide that your original plans for this
time of your life no longer suit you. For
example, you might have once thought
that, when you retired, you would stay
close to home, volunteering and pur-
suing your hobbies. But now you've
been thinking how much you would
enjoy traveling, or perhaps even living
abroad for a while. To accommodate
your change in plans, a financial profes-
sional may recommend certain moves,
such as working a couple of years longer
or adjusting the amount you eventually
withdraw from your 401(k), IRA and
other retirement accounts.

As you work toward your goals, you
may find it challenging to navigate the
financial markets and respond to the
changes in your life - but you don’t have
to go it alone. And knowing what to
expect from a financial advisor can help
smooth your journey.

This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or
Jeff-burdick@edwardjones.com.
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THE GREAT

OUTDOORS
RALPH
TRUE

This week's picture shows Captain
Mel True with his fishing buddy, John
Caiazi, with a nice catch of winter floun-
der this past week in Massachusetts!
Rhode Island winter flounder fishing
in most if not all of Narragansett Bay is
closed because of overfishing by com-
mercial draggers over the years. Fluke
fishing in both states have very different
regulations. This year, Rhode Island
has decided to raise the fluke size to 19

Fluke fishing

inches, while Massachusetts has stayed
at 17 inches. The 19-inch size for fluke
is totally ridiculous, and will result in
many dead fish for crabs to feed on.
Anyone that does any amount of fishing
for fluke, can tell you that there will be
a lot of them that do not survive after
being released. You do not need a col-
lege education to make that evaluation.
Again, it is driven by politics!

This past week, I had my Lab, Twig,
at the Veterinarian's for a checkup, and
was not able to go with her when the
technician came to bring her in to the
doctor. As I was sitting in my car with
the windows rolled down, I heard a
familiar sound. I looked down to see a
hen turkey walking along the grassy

Turn To RALPH, page A13

Courtesy
Captain Mel True of "FISHNET" Charters
with a nice catch of winter flounder this past
Saturday while fishing with his buddy on the
Cape, and John Caiazi with his prize.

Rock and roll memombzlza

songs that might

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES
& ESTATES

WAYNE
TUISKULA

Itmay seemhard
to believe, but the
Beatles made their
first American
appearance on the
Ed Sullivan show
over 60 years ago,
on Feb. 9, 1964.
Rock and roll’s ori-
gins go back fur-
ther, even prior to
Bill Haley and the
Comet’s release of
Rock around the
Clock’s in 1954.
Rock and Roll was
influenced by R
& B performers
of the 1940s and
1950s.

In a 1950s inter-
view Fats Domino
said, “Rock & roll
is nothing but
rhythm & blues,”
according to a
Rolling Stone arti-
cle. Which is the
first rock and roll
song is the subject
of debate. Mental
Floss Magazine’s
website lists 5

be considered the
first rock and roll
song:

1. "That's All
Right Mama" by
Arthur "Big Boy"
Crudup (1946)

2. 'Good Rockin'
Tonight" by
Wynonie Harris
(1948)

3. "Rock this
Joint" by Jimmy
Preston and his
Prestonians (1949)

4. "Saturday
Night Fish Fry"
by Ls Jordan &
the Tympany Five
(1949)

5. "Rocket 88" by
Jackie Brenston
and his Delta Cats
(1951)

Of these songs,
“Rocket 88” is con-
sidered by most to
be the first rock
and roll record.
Ike Turner wrote
the record that
was recorded
at Sam Phillips’
Sun Records stu-
dio in Memphis.
According to
Mental Floss mag-
azine, “the guitar-
ist’s amplifier had
a torn speaker,
and producer Sam
Phillips (who a few
years later, would
discover Elvis) jer-
ry-rigged it, stuff-
ing some pack-
ing paper in the
speaker cone. The
unexpected result

RAIN

Gordon’s Motown were some of the

was a fuzzy sound

that defined the
song’s raw Vibe,
and became a blue-
print for the guitar
tone of everyone
from Chuck Berry
to the Rolling
Stones.” Later

during the 1950s,
Rock grew and
other acts such
as Elvis Presley,
Sam Cooke, Chuck

Berry, and Fats
Domino became
popular. In

the 1960s Berry

Record Company
produced a string
of hits by multi-
ple artists. The
Beatles, the
Animals, and the
Rolling  Stones
were some of the
bands that came
to the U.S. as part
of the British
Invasion during
the ‘60s. The
Vietnam War
influenced many
American  per-
forming artists
during the 1960s,
like Bob Dylan,
Crosby, Stills,
Nash and Young,
and the Doors.
The Eagles and
Southern rock
bands Lynyrd
Skynyrd and the
Allman Brothers

most popular per-
formers during the
1970s. Alternative
musical acts such
as the Ramones,
Blondie, and the
Talking  Heads
started to gain
attention and fans.
The 1980s and 1990s
saw a wide range
of styles from Van
Halen and ZZ Top
to the Red Hot
Chili Peppers and
the Pretenders.
There are a vari-
ety of items from
throughout Rock’s
history that are
popular with col-
lectors. If you hap-
pen to have some-
thing exceptional
like a Ringo Starr
drum kit or Kurt
Cobain

guitar, it could auction will begin
sell for millions. soon and end in
More common June. Our sports

things like records
and posters can
still be valuable
though. The First
UK. pressing of
Led Zeppelin’s
IIT album sold for
over $3,300 in 2011.
A rare Beatles
poster for a 1966
Toronto  Maple
Leafs Garden per-
formance sold for
$50,000 in 2019.
Even a guitar pick
can be valuable.

and non-sports
cards auction will
also be running
online soon. More
auctions are being
planned. See our
website for details
on upcoming
events: https://
centralmassauc-
tions.com

Contact us at:
Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central
Mass Auctions for

MOORE

continued from page A8

to wear it.

Time passed, but every step of my life
was guided or influenced by this pair
of wooden sticks. My junior high and
high school years were all dominated by
concert band, jazz band, marching band,
and drum & bugle corps at the American
Legion.

The sticks then took me to VanderCook
College of Musicfor adegree in musicedu-
cation. I won a state NBTA Rudimental
Drumming Solo Championship and two
months later placed third in the nation. I
performed and toured for a season with
the National/World Champion Chicago
Cavaliers. Music never became my voca-
tion but led, guided, and influenced my
professional and personal life in pro-
foundly positive ways.

Those sticks took me on a five-week
tour as a drummer for Country Star Ray
Price. All along the way, I couldn’t have
ever imagined where my sticks would
take me next.

Through the years, I've performed off
and on in my church with our praise and
worship team, but life, health and pro-
fessional travel brought me to the point
where performing ended.

A few weeks ago, Pastor Matt Smith,
arranged an opportunity for me to take
those wooden sticks and make music
one more time, and maybe for the last
time. I was so rusty... but the band pulled
me along and allowed me the privilege to
sit at those drums and play. I'm grateful.

What’s the point of this column? One
point is to emphasize the importance
of music education, which I believe is
tragically undervalued within our edu-
cational system. More importantly, the
point is to highlight the impact of doing
what you love and finding your passion.
The joy of taking those two pieces of
wood into my hands and making a joyful
noise, for me, is priceless. It has enriched
my life in indescribable ways.

You just never know the profound
impact moments in time can have.
Lightning may strike at any time. You
must always be open to new experiences,
as you never know where they will lead.

For my dad, I'm guessing it might be
the first time someone handed him a
baseball. For my daughter, a Pastor, the
first time she was handed a Bible. For
my wife, it’s gardening. Drumsticks, a
baseball, a Bible, a few flowers magically
arranged to create beauty... all unexpect-
ed but profound moments that led to a

played

An Eddie Van
Halen Ed Leffler

Antique Auctions,
Estate Sales and

guitar pick recent- Appraisal Services
ly sold for $1000 www.central-
online after strik- massauctions.
ing a chord with com (508-612- 6111)
bidders. info@centralmas-
Our next sauctions.com

multi-estate online

Create a garden anywhere with straw bale gardening

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

Add productive garden space and raise
your planting bed with straw bale gar-
dening. This technique allows you to
create a raised bed garden on the patio,
lawn, or poor compacted soil. Straw bale
gardening has been around for centu-
ries, but thanks to Joel Karsten’s book
“Straw Bale Gardens,” it has gained new
popularity.

lifelong passion.

We can’t choose those moments that
lead to our passions. They just happen.
We don’t plan them and usually are not
even aware that they’ve happened at all
until years later. A parent can’t choose
for a child... and I don’t think we choose
at all. Maybe the passion chooses us...
seizing our emotions, creating a life-long
love.

I think the best we can do is give
ourselves and our children a wide vari-
ety of experiences until they find what
they love. And unfortunately, for some,
maybe they never find that passion. It’s
never too late. I know people who in the
latter years of their life were struck by
something they learned that they loved.

Be open. Let your mind and heart
explore the possibilities.

Did you have that moment in your
life? If not, are you open to having it?

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three
books including the award-winning,
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

Melinda Myers

The straw bale gardening technique begins
with the conditioning process which is done
to start the inside of the straw bale compost-
ing, so it can support plant growth.

All you need are a few straw bales,
fertilizer, a bit of compost and time to
condition, plant and water your garden.

Purchase straw bales made from alfal-
fa, wheat, oats, rye or other cereal that
have less weed seeds than hay. Start a
few weeks before you plan to start plant-
ing.

Place bales in their permanent location
with the cut sides up and twine parallel
to the ground. When you start the con-
dition process, they become very heavy
and hard to move. Once the bales are in
place, you are ready to start the condi-
tioning process. This is done to start the
inside of the straw bales composting, so
they will support plant growth.

Day one spread fertilizer over the tip
of the bale. Use one half cup of a com-
plete garden fertilizer or three cups of an
organic fertilizer, like Milorganite. The
organic fertilizers feed the microorgan-
isms that help decompose the straw into
a nutrient rich planting medium. Now
thoroughly moisten the bale with water.

Continue to thoroughly soak the bale
every day. On days three and five you
will also add more fertilizer at the same
rate used on day one.

Days seven through nine use half the
rate used on day one. This would be one
quarter cup of a complete garden fertil-

izer or one and a half cups of an organic
fertilizer. And once again thoroughly
water the bale.

On day ten you will add one cup of
10-10-10 or three cups of an organic fertil-
izer rich in phosphorous and potassium.
This completes the conditioning process.

Bales treated with a complete fertilizer
should be ready to plant. You will likely
need to wait a few more days when using
an organic fertilizer. The inside of the
bale should be the temperature of warm
bath water or cooler. If it is hotter than
this, wait for the bale to cool a bit before
planting.

Use a trowel to pry open a hole in the
bale. Place the transplant in the hole
and cover the roots with potting mix or
compost.

Create a planting bed for seeds by
covering the bale with a one- to two-inch-
thick layer of planting mix. Follow the
planting directions on the back of the
seed packet.

Regular watering is critical for success
with this method. Soaker hoses or drip
irrigation make this an easier task. You
can also use gallon milk jugs with holes
in the bottom or inverted 2-liter soda bot-
tles placed near the base of each plant to
provide water where it is needed.

Give your straw bale garden a nutrient
boost about once a month or as needed
throughout the growing season.

You are on your way to growing a
productive straw bale garden to enjoy
throughout the season.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20
gardening books, including The Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook and Small Space
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series
and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s
Garden Moment TV & radio program.
Mpyers is a columnist and contributing
editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her
Web site is www.melindamyers.com.

Professional @ Tax Directory

To advertise on this page, call June at
508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

ot Space?

we do.

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.

508-764-4325

A

e,

EXIT Real Estate Executives
We have a great marketing plan that includes:

¢ Home warranties
¢ 3D videos

\.

* Home staging services

¢ Professional photography
e Ramped up open houses!
¢ And so much more...

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

Why call the
Michelle Terry Team
to sell your home?

YOUR LOCAL
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562
Michelle Terry ¢ Broker /Owner

! | michelleterryteam.com
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A lesson in building
a backyard retaining wall

Flat, even landscapes are often
coveted in backyards. However, flat
backyards are not always so easy
to find. Fortunately, varied terrain
does not mean that certain land-
scaping plans are entirely off limits,
especially for homeowners willing
to build retaining walls.

Retaining walls help turn steep
slopes in a yard into terraced focal
points. They also can reduce soil
erosion in hilly areas and can be
used for aesthetic purposes, like
raised planters, or to create more
usable space within the yard. When
an inground pool or pond is cut into
a backyard hill, a retaining wall
helps keep the remaining portion
of that hill from collapsing into the
cut-away area.

When contemplating retaining

Landscape features vary signifi-
cantly from house to house. Some
homeowners may prefer water fea-
tures on their properties, while
others focus on flowers that would
be the envy of a botanical garden.
Regardless of those preferences,
lawn and garden enthusiasts who
want to make their properties as
idyllic as possible may eventually
look to mulch to help them accom-
plish that goal.

Mulch helps soil retain moisture,
which promotes strong, healthy flow-
ers, plants, trees, and shrubs. And
because soil beneath mulch retains
more moisture than soil that’s not
protected by mulch, homeowners
won’t have to spend as much time
watering mulched landscapes. That
saves time and conserves water,
which can be a big benefit in areas
prone to drought and/or especially
hot summers. Mulch also helps to
suppress weed growth, which can
ensure all that hard work needed to
create an eye-catching garden won’t
be compromised by the presence of
unsightly, thirsty weeds.

Mulching seems like a simple task,
and it can be. But that does not mean
homeowners cannot make mistakes
when mulching. The following are
some common mulching mistakes
to avoid as lawn and garden season
hits full swing.

» Not enough mulch: Mulch is inef-
fective when spread too thin. The
Virginia Cooperative Extension at
Virginia Tech and Virginia State
University recommends applying
mulch no less than two inches in
depth. Anything less than that will
prove ineffective at preventing weed
growth and helping the soil retain
moisture, and that means you will

need to water more often.

« Poorly located mulch: Mulch
should not be placed too close to
plant stems or tree trunks. When it
is, tissue is so wet that it makes for a
perfect environment for disease and
insect infestation.

- Failing to mulch to the drip
line: The drip line of a tree refers
to the outermost circumference of
the tree’s canopy from which water
drips onto the ground. The VCE rec-
ommends mulching to the drip line
of a plant or tree, which ensures the
plant or tree will get the most out of

the mulch. Mulching to the drip line
also minimizes competition from the
grass, leading to stronger plants and
trees.

 Failing to weed before mulching:
Weeds should be removed prior to
mulching. If they’re not, the mulch
can provide the same growing envi-
ronment for weeds that you're try-
ing to create for your plants and
trees.

Mulching benefits a landscape in
myriad ways, especially when home-
owners avoid some common mulch-
ing mistakes.

wall prOJects alesson in physics and
engineering may be needed. A stur-
dy and long-lasting retaining wall
needs to be built in a way that will
take into consideration the force
of the soil and the point at which
the soil will begin to slide away,
advises the experts at The Family
Handyman. If these calculations
seem beyond the scope of your abil-
ity, installation of a retaining wall
is a job best left to a professional. If
you are ready to forge ahead, these
tips can get you started. However,
it’s important to note the potential
benefits of working with others who
have already built a retaining wall.

- Safety first: Call to have under-
ground utilities plotted and marked
before beginning any excavation.

» Map out your trench and begin to
dig. The trench should have a level,
compacted base as it will be the foun-
dation for which the retaining wall
materials, be they blocks, bricks
or wood, sit in. A crushed stone
base will help anchor the courses
and serve to promote drainage. The
Family Handyman says to bury the
first course of the retaining wall
one-tenth the height of the wall to
prevent soil behind it from pushing
the bottom out.

« Check for level. When placing
blocks or timbers, make sure they
are even with the first and periodi-
cally check for level as you go, advis-
es the home improvement retailer
Lowes®,

- Stagger and set back. The next
row of blocks or material should
be positioned so that the joints are
staggered for blocks, bricks or wood.
A masonry blade will be needed to
cut the harder materials; a circu-
lar saw will cut timber. Also, work
against gravity by setting the second
course slightly back from the first to
help push back against the soil that
is trying so hard to push forward.
Repeat the process as each level is
placed. Many retaining wall prod-
ucts are made with a lip to create
this set back.

» Go with the grade. For especial-
ly steep slopes, a gradual step-up
design may be more secure and more
appealing than a very tall retaining
wall. Each level of a stepped design
should be done like the first.

- Backfill with stone for drain-
age. Using a layer of stone behind
the retaining wall can help success-
fully direct water away so it will
not increase the weight of the soil
behind the wall and push against the
retaining wall, advises The Home
Depot.

Retaining walls serve different
purposes in a yard. Building such a
wall requires planning and careful
execution to ensure the job is done
correctly.

Family owned & operated since 1978.
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

[ All Major Brands | ~ Sales & Service

WEoer

| Now Selling WEBER Grills
Instant Financing Available

In-Home and In-shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027 %
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 ¢ Fri 9-5 » Sat 10-3 =

ASPHALTPAVING N  HAN

\

&y ACCREDITED
- BUSINESS
BBEB.

("Quality counts
when no one
is looking.”
Asphalt paving
for over 50 years!

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING INC.

SPENCER, MA.

774-261-5181

ESTABLISHED 1963
KeyesPaving.com

508-864-9708 | 508-347-7499J

Fully Insured e Owner/Operator

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
PEPIN 4k

WASTE SERVICE

Your Local Roll-Off SpeC|aI|st

Weekend
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton @

3 sizes available. Call for pricing.
1 Roll Off Containers

Weekend Dumpsters
for the Homeowner
Houses - Attics - Cellars
Construction Sites

10-15-20 Y.
508-892-4193 ¢ Leicester, MA

S Fully Insured = = |

Mark LaPierre

Proprietor

S| ODD JOBS DONE 1ic
" Spencer, MA

No Job or Problem
is Too Small
508-471-0699
email:
oddjobsmark@gmail.com
Fully Insured

To advertise 1n
The Local
Service Provider Directory
Contact June

at 508-909-4062
Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

JON's LAWNS &
HARRISON LANDSCAPING
(508) 248-5488

www.harrisonlandscaping.com

Looking For A Few More
Regular Mowing Accounts

SERVICES OFFERED:
* Mowing weekly or twice per month
® Spring & Fall clean-ups
e Fertilization
e Shrub pruning, planting & mulching
® Hardscaping: walks, walls, & patios

Experience ® Insured © Dependable * Affordahle

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE
D

Your Ad Here

Call Today!
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RENEWAL

by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Memorial

Window
& Door

This special holiday
sales event ends

on May 31!

Buy 1 window or door,
get 1 window or door

0% OFF

* % K Kk *

—CD—

« Renewal by Andersen has installed an additional

330,934 windows in MA and

Southern NH, and each one is etched 50 o

with the Andersen logo—a symbol of .

excellence for 118 years each window
and door*

« Our Fibrex® composite material is so
strong we’re able to build thinner
frames with a greater glass area
that allows more natural light into
your home

n Monthly
\«\ Payments

Jo %

Interest
for 1 year!

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.
Make your home more secure.

Book a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.
o7 PR w
1-800-209-2746 Aa :~ >

Now offering
S virtual
appointments,
too!

.
*y

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 5/31/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments, 0% interest when you
purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/2/2021 and 5/31/2021. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $50 off each window or entry/patio
door, minimum purchase of 4, taken after inifial discount(s), when you purchase by 5/31/2021. Military discount applies to all active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your enfire purchase and applies after all
other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky®
consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status, Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price.
Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated.
“ENERGY STAR" is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead
Surge LLC. All rights reserved.
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Lake Realty

T. A . Maureen

John
Kokocinski

Jules

Lusignan Cimoch

King
www.LakeRealty.net e www.WebsterLake.net

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts 508-943-9306 508-987-0767 1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed — We’re Always Busy Selling!

ON DEPOSIT “

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake's Premier Properties! 9,822 of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297" Waterfront! Over $4 Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious WEBSTER — 35 Everett Ave! 2 FAMILY WEBSTER — 44 Sunny Ave! Sought
Y b P 8 b P GREAT INVESTMENT! 44 Rms, 22 ppyop Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’

ON DEPOSIT

Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door  Barms, 11 Baths! Family Home Lovingly o
Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Barl Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen Cared For! Quiet Residential Arcal Set on Colonial! Ist Flr Features Open Flr

with Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Refrigerator, 16 Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining Room, Fireplace ?ncll}]’ggoyR];zV[e]B]:ﬁltérGrEe]:tctﬁﬁ! gﬁ?gre: l;larll, dKit v;/lsl,IIS)ig &re,a2 I:ia?'l Rr%,
Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom Porch, Sewer Lines, Insulation in Attic, Blg:j:ooml‘é &méathrm?'l 235‘ leilths Tr‘o‘tzll

with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler gas‘l*mem aﬂtd“ﬁ?ﬁg“or \g/la”DS by ]\:[aksls dSagei Tl Firs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot
System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It's Time to Reward Yourself! $2,249,900.00 G:]:aag?m;" W;‘;k;:{fp, sg';i;séovfoi; Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

EF'

ON DEPOSIT ISTING!:

llzgﬂ‘:ya Hege(sj“ﬁfrér?]:l'zg' l}sgﬁ%ﬁ’ Hs;lllst::lBP?ITIIIJngﬁlyllalﬁzsgcxs}?e?\i/lcsorﬁ WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184"  DUDLEY — 19 Progress Ave! NEW CONSTRUCTION! LEBEL Builders! 2206 8 Rm Split!
Countergs sland. Hrdwd Floor & Door to the Deck! [);ininpg R wHrdwds & Slider 9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Groqnd Up as a New Home in 2005! Thls Home Features ‘4 Bedrooms, 2 of wh1‘ch are(Master Suites, 1 Many Customized Features! Setona 14,000’ Lot! Features 3 Generous Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, OPEN
to Deck ’overlodking the Pool! Liing R whBay Window, Brick Fireplace wWood of Wthh Oyerlooks. the Lake, 4.5 .Bathrooms, 2 of which have'Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs,.S o{f which have Double Gramte Vanities, 2 Complete  FLOOR PLAN, Kit, Dining & Living Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs & SOARING CATHEDRAL CEILINGS! Liv
Pellet Insert & Fujitsu Wall Mount AC Spilt Unit! 3 Comfortable Bdrms all w/ Gramle/Stalnless Kitchens! The First lFloor Open F[OQr Plan w1th‘ Hardwood Floqrs Fealurgs an Eat-in KltCReH with LP Gas ngn-Aur Rangg, Doublg Drawer ~ Rm wiLP Gas Frplc! Granite Kit w/Abundant White Cabinetry, 6’ Center Isl & Stainless
Double Closets, Spacious 12x16 Master! Hallway Full Bathrm wSkylight & Door  Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great RoonvLiving Room with Gas Fireplace,  Appliances! Master Suite w/Large Walk-in Closet, Master Bathw/Tile Shower & Dble Sinks! Full
to the Master! Lower Level 13x24' Family Rm wRecessed Lighting! Convenient Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable  Hall Bath! Spacious Lower Level Fam Rmw/Great Entertaining Space & 1/2 Bath! 2 Car Garage!
Half Bath! 2 Car Heated Garage! Many 2018 Updates — Roof, Siding, Windows, ~ Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath  LP Gas Heat & Central Air! Expert Craftsmanship & Appeal throughout, Truly Unique! Builder
Buderus Furnace, Hot Water Super Store, Oil Tank & Pool Liner! Out Back a  for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to  wArs of Experience Delivering High End Homes! The Detail & Quality of Work Will Speak
Garden Area & Storage Shed! Town Services! Won't Last! $339,000.00  Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00  for Itself! Lot's Cleared & Construction Starting Shortly! Worth the Wait! $469,000.00

hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333

FEATURED LISTINGY

WEBSTER e 17 BRODEUR AVE

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

REAL ESTATE GROUP
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

3 large bedrooms, Master suite, Central air, 2 Fireplac-
| es!'2 car garage. All town services. $425,000.

June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Brian Bohenko

WATERFRONT THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-

loaf Hill. 1000+/- t of road frontage
NEW LISTING! $200,000
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre!
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.
$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! Each $24,500.

A SELLER’'S MARKET

is continuing into year 2021!
Thinking of selling, NOW is the time! Call us, your neighborhood Real Estate
Professionals, for a FREE OPINION of VALUE - NO strings attached.
Do business where the business is being done!

ON DEPOSIT i

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “thlle Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road!
$179,900

WEBSTER 155 THOMPSON ROAD WEBSTER e 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE WEBSTER e 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Estate Salel Scenlc View of Beautiful Webster Lake!

Location! Scenic Upper Gore! “BIRDS
EYE VIEW" of Webster Lake! Spacious
Tr-Level. 2,279 sf., 4 BRS,1 full Bath, 2
half baths. Inground pool. 2 Car Garage

Terrific opportunity for one Large business or
Several businesses. 4784 st bldg. Zoned B5. Off
1395 exit 1. High Traffic & Visibility. Excellent

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of updates. New Asphalt Shingles,
& 8 New Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 24 x 26 Great Rm w/
Gas Fireplace! Master Suite w/"Spa Like” Bath & Soaking Tub!WHAT
MORE COULD YOU WANT? INGROUND POOL? OKI! has that TOOI! All

Boardering Stone Walls! Split Level! 3 Bedrooms,
Kitchen, Dining Rm, Hollywood Bath! Master Bedroom
& Master Bath. Fireplaced Living Room! Finished Lower

arge 3 Fam||y— a rare f|nd| 1st Floor spacious
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom

Level w/1/2 Bath, Garage. “Salt Water” Inground Pool.
$319,000.

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We&m Lakse - 100 Latoeside Ave Wetster - 40l “reasune Toland (Coudo

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL
SUNSETS! inary Waterfront y!
Architect designed with Lake Living in mind, Custom
Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely
situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180'+/- prime lake
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All you need
to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining ,
§ formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced

apartments Walkout basement to off street park-

Painted! SS Appliances. New Tankless Hot Water Boiler. ~ $467,000
ing. $289,900.

$275,000. Location! assisted sale $695,000.

i ,Eeatured New Listil

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island Townhouse! UNIT# 401 end unit. Year round en-
joyment! Quiet summers on big & beautiful Webster Lake! 6 Rooms Applianced
Kitchen. Open Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & Carpet. Master Bed-
room, W/2 Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to
the Patio! Central Air! Central Vac! Very efficient natural gas heat & hot Water! 2

OPEN HOUSE

lake-facing corner master suite wiuxurious private bath, 3 Boat Slips D10 & D11 in the Private Marina. Heated Pool! Natural Sandy Beach!
more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Speciall Re- SAT, MAY 23 * 1PM-3PM $439,000
member, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000. = ’ U
PUT YOUR TRUST IN US

DUDLEY « 57 Mill Road

TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY - 3 UNITS

2 bedrooms each unit,
Natural woodwork, 2nd floor and 3rd
floor have been updated, Sided,
Fantastic lot, Town Services
44 Highland St ~ $479,900

(8 RM) 3 BR/2BA home w/ 2-BR/1BA apartment! Remodeled with
classic details intact. Hdwd flrs. Recent septic and roof. Oil heat.
Corner lot w/ wraparound driveway.

HZamarro

Great time to sell!
Great time to buy!
Rates are still low!

Realty, Inc

»
21 Institute Rd, Worcester, MA 01609 m
Call Erin Zamarro, Broker | 508-847-7100 | www.zamarrorealty.com
Brokerage Lic. #422169

Call Diane, Joann
or Maria for a
Real Estate
Consultation

Dudley: Lot & foundation, Town
water & sewer, foundation for
50’Ranch, 2 car garage under, Find
your builder & do it “your way”
Alton Dr ~ $149,900

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Dudley: 3-4 Bedrooms, 7-8 Rooms,
including lower level, 2 Baths, Sided,
Natural woodwork
2 Ellis St. ~ $324,900
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America and the "mudslinging" against
"past Americans who played large roles
in the creation and preservation of our
nation," whose statues are being toppled
and names scrubbed from public build-
ings and places for what mudslingers
deem moral and political failures.

"No one says our nation was, or those
who passed it on to us, were without sin,"
he shared. "Rather, I am here to warn
against the sin of pride. This is the sin of
those who today so much enjoy render-
ing harsh judgments against those who
acted in earlier days In harshly judging
those who produced our nation, today's
unforgiving critics are guilty of their
own sin. It is the sin of presentism."

Will explained that presentism is "the
fallacy of judging by our standards the
behavior of those who acted in circum-
stances very different than ours," and
that the only cure is a deep historical
knowledge. "Only such knowledge can
give us the ability to imagine what it
was like to have been America's leaders
trying to act morally, as we all must try,
in situations not of their choosing or of
their making," he said. "What I'm asking
for, what I'm pleading for, is imagination.
Usually when we speak of imagination,
it is prospective imagination, imagina-
tion of the future But what we urgently
need now is retrospective imagination.
The ability to imagine the past," he said,
adding that we need to reimagine the
textures of a time long ago, with social
settings, customs, political practices, and
institutions and ethical standards much
different than we have today.

He asked those in attendance "on this
21st century Sunday morning" to return
in their imaginations to 167 years ago
when the Kansas Nebraska Act became
law. It allowed popular majorities in
Kansas and Nebraska to decide whether
to permit enslavement. Will asked the
audience to imagine the scene as polit-
ically engaged Americans in 1954, and
asked "What would you have advocated?
What would you have done?"

Will shared that while Lincoln was
against enslavement, he was also opposed
to allowing the Union to dissolve, which
would have called self-government into
doubt. He "adopted the ethic of respon-
sibility and committed himself to the
patience of politics, to the long path of
maneuver and persuasion."” Will said
that to understand such dilemmas
that politicians confronted in the past
requires more than just the grounding of
facts in history; it requires imagination
and the empathy that imagination can
nourish. "Our nation today needs the
empathy that can only come from imagi-
nation and the ability to imagine oneself
in other people's shoes. The ability to
reason, and maneuver, and compromise
as they had to do."

Will called presentism a "pandem-
ic of vindictiveness," and a pandemic,
though not of a virus, but something for
which there is no vaccine. "Historically-
grounded empathy inoculates us against
the sin of pride that is at the cold heart of
presentism," said Will.

Will said that he hoped that the grad-
uates' time at Assumption had provided
them with two talents that would make
them immune to such moral vanity-a
talent for gratitude and a talent for prais-
ing. "Having gratitude for those men and
women in the American past, who, like

all of us, were flawed but who neverthe-
less handed on to us a nation that had
fewer flaws than when they inherited it,"
he said. "Praising is an act of humility,
an act of homage to those who have been
in the arena and who have distinguished
themselves there."

He concluded his "final lecture" with
an old English couplet: "The couplet is:
'All men are created equal. They differ
only in the sequel.' You are the sequel to
this excellent University's fine touch,"
he said. "You will go forth from here
and live in the present. But you will, I
hope and expect, leave the nation better,
because you will avoid presentism. You
will do so by appreciating the always
crooked road we Americans are always
traveling toward a more perfect Union."

Assumption President Francesco C.
Cesareo, Ph.D., also emphasized the
enduring importance of a liberal arts
education. "While so much changed this
past year, what did not change was the
essence and value of your Assumption
education," he said. "The pandemic has
made more evident the value of the
Catholic liberal education you have
received in the last four years. You have
come to appreciate that enduring ideas
matter and provide a framework for
understanding our contemporary world.
You have explored the deepest questions
of the human heart, which transcend
time and place."

President Cesareo added that these
questions include understanding the
common good, cultivating good judg-
ment and understanding complexity,
finding one's purpose in life, and under-
standing the responsibilities we have to
one another, especially among the most
vulnerable. "A Catholic liberal educa-
tion engages these questions and has
prepared you to live out your vocations,
professions and to be lifelong learners,"
he said. "It has provided you with the
wisdom and courage to confront the chal-
lenges we face during a time like this and
that you will face throughout your life."

Valedictorian Hannah White '21 also
spoke of Assumption's emphasis on voca-
tion and its importance as she and her
classmates enter "a pandemic-stricken
workforce with no guarantee that we'll
find our ideal entry-level job, much less
a clear career path," she said. "Over the
past four years we have become familiar
with the tagline, "Light the way." How
can we be a light for others when we our-
selves cannot see through the darkness
of the unknown?"

White shared her experience in the
SOPHIA program as one example in how
Assumption helps its students under-
stand what it means to choose a vocation.
"Our vocations-our life callings- affect all
aspects of how we live, work, and engage
with the world around us," she said.
"Although we find it difficult to discern
our future through the haze of uncertain-
ty, remember this: our life purpose is not
some far off goal that will allow us to be
happy forever. Vocation is an ever ongo-
ing process of self-discovery. It is living
magnanimously, striving for the greatest
good, especially in the day to day. It is
using what gifts we have to serve others
who have nothing. It is living in authen-
tic community with others, where we
help each other bear our burdens. Even if
our futures are shrouded in darkness, in
our vocations we have the light we need
to see the next right step.”

In closing, President Cesareo remind-
ed the graduates that they are the first

class to graduate from Assumption
University, representing a milestone in
the history of Assumption. "Throughout
its history, Assumption has shown itself
to be a resilient institution, overcoming
challenges that on the surface seemed
insurmountable," he shared. "This year,
you have also shown yourself to be resil-
ient as you adapted to the changes that
were necessary as we addressed the
impact of the pandemic. The sacrifices
you made have allowed you to grow as a
person in ways that were unexpected. In
this way, the pandemic shaped your edu-
cation as it shaped you as well. Thank
you for the many ways you contributed
to making Assumption a better place
over the last four years. As you move on
to the next chapter of your journey, I con-
gratulate you on all that you have accom-
plished as students at Assumption. We
look forward to the many contributions
you will make to our society because of
your education at your alma mater."
During the ceremony, Will and Vincent
Strully, Jr., founder and CEO of the New
England Center for Children, received
honorary degrees. Will was honored
for his "steadfast pursuit of knowledge

ADDRESSES

continued from page A1

raiser for the Brimfield Firefighters
Association. Fire services in the
town are provided entirely by an
on-call force of local community res-
idents. Chief Contois noted that the
Department is always open to resi-
dents who are interested in joining
the department.

Contois is hoping a significant num-
ber of residents make use of the pro-
gram. He notes that not only will it

RALPH

continued from page A9

area of the parking lot only few feet from
the highway. As she walked, she was
“putting,” a sound female wild turkey
make. I soon had three hens and a jake
(one year old turkey following the vocal
hen to the edge of the woods. Suddenly,
a loud gobble from a tom turkey was
heard as he came into view that was
sporting a long beard.

It was not long before they were all
in a small patch of woods alongside of
the highway when the vocal hen darted
across the highway, nearly being hit
by a car. I knew this was not going to
end well. As the vocal hen called to the
rest of the flock, the Jake bird and hen
attempted to cross the road also. One
made it across the road by running, but
the second bird took flight and near-
ly crashed through the window of a
small car. I watched the Tom bird in the
woods as he seemed to be wondering
were all his flock had gone. His neck
was stretched high, as he stood motion-
less in the woods. Suddenly, he headed
for the road to cross over. The Tom bird
and the hen were the last to attempt a
crossing to the other side of the road.

The Tom turkey quickly ran across
the road safely, but the hen turkey was
a bit slower crashing into the side of
a car. The driver never touched his
brakes, or even slowed down after the
collision. The big bird lay motionless
on the side of the road, and not a single
car slowed, as the turkey's feathers were
blowing across the road. Not all colli-

and distinguished commentary [that]
has enriched the American media land-
scape," while Strully was recognized
for his "four decades of selfless service"
in which he has dedicated himself to
"empowering those in the autism com-
munity."

Assumption University, found-
ed in 1904 by the Augustinians of the
Assumption, is New England's premier
university for high-quality education,
integrating career preparation and edu-
cation of the whole person, drawing upon
the best in the rich and centuries-long
tradition of Catholic higher education.
Assumption, located in Worcester,
Massachusetts, seeks to provide students
with a transformative education that
forms graduates who possess critical
intelligence, thoughtful citizenship, and
compassionate service. The University
offers 34 majors and 49 minors in the
liberal arts, sciences, business, nursing
and professional studies; as well as mas-
ter's and continuing education degrees
and professional certificate programs.
For more information about Assumption
University, please visit www.assump-
tion.edu.

help first responders get to an address
more efficiently, but that visitors and
delivery drivers will make use of the
better numbering.

"It’s a win - win for everyone," he
said. "Emergency vehicles will get to
your house quicker as well as your
online shopping packages!"

Signs are also designed to help to
assist motorists calling to report inci-
dents on roads they may not be famil-
iar with. The program started in May
and residents should see the signs
going up around town next month.

sions with wildlife are preventable, but
many are. Drivers need to give wildlife
a break. The driver not only Killed the
hen, but also another flock of young
turkeys. There will be a lot of activity
with wildlife crossing roads at this time
of year. Whitetail deer will be having
their young, as well as many other four-
legged animals. Canada geese are also
raising their young, as well as ducks,
and often cross roads with their young
broods.

A pair of Eagles continue to make
their home on the Meadow Pond,
Whitinsville. They were spotted by a
couple of fishermen last week. One eagle
was carrying home dinner (fish) when
he dropped it in flight. As soon as it
hit the water, the second Eagle tried to
make a recovery, but failed. They sure
are nice to see in the area. The Eagle
restoration project started years ago
by Mass. Fish & Wildlife and sure is a
great success story. It mostly funded by
sportsmen’s monies.

Stripers are in in many areas, both
on the Cape and Rhode Island waters,
with some legal-size fish being caught.
It is only a matter of days before the big-
ger fish move in. The Providence River
should become active with legal size
stripers by the time you read this col-
umn. Porgies were in the river last week
and snagging a few to catch stripers
should improve daily if the commercial
Porgy boats do not take them all!

Seabass fishing opened this past
Tuesday in Massachusetts!

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them
Rods Bending!

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc..

. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mary Hicks Realtore //

CENTURY 21 ‘ @

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222
www.maryahicks.com

EXPERIENCED AND GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE.
CALLTODAY!
270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com
Each office is independently owned and operated.

(als]
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Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner
42 West Main Street
Brookfield, MA

~ Notary Public ~

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com « lisacaron.com

ERA Key Realty Services

“Put 36 years of combined real
estate experience to work for you!”

ERA

REAL ESTATE Flannery-Sauvageau

Donna Flannery
508-885-6665
donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

Kayleen

@ 508-612-9843
= mis Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

Eﬂ“le RE/MAX

PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATES
49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

<4)

Carrie Abysalh
Realtor

Patrick Sweeney
Realtor

License #9529769 License #904677
(774) 452-3578 (508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00 SOLD,

Jules

Lusignan A
Owner
soter  Lake Realty |2
Founder Csigpiay)

111 East Main St., Webster, MA
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444
www.LakeRealty.net

www.WebsterLake.net

Dudley
New Listing

3-4 Bedrooms, Family Room,
7-8 Rooms, Lower level “Man
Cave’, 2 Baths
2 Ellis St. ~ $324,900

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

i

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

ReMax Advantage 1

Licensed in MA & CT

| SOLD 49 HOMES LAST YEAR!

Let me Sell your home! | believe in
delivering exceptional service to my clients.
I would love to have you as a client.

CALL Direct
978-434-1990

CENTURY 21

NORTH EAST

R
OFFICIAL SPONSOR
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Dorrinda 0'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21 lovett.com

Open House D1rectory

(C) Condo (X) Condex (M) Multi-Family (T) Townhouse

(B) Business (U) Duplex (S) Single Family (D) Adult Community

(P) Land (L) Mohile Home (A) Apartment (W) Waterfront

ADDRESS  STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE
SUNDAY, MAY 23

WEBSTER

401 Treasure Island C 1-3  $439,000 Hope Realty

Unit #401 Sharon Pelletier 508-943-4333

To have your open house listed in this directory.

Please contact June Simakauskas 508-909-4062
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Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

CLASSIFIEDS

y!

1-800-536-5836

= e =D

FOSTER
PARENTS
WANTED:

Seeking Quality Homes
Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous

Reimbursement,

$1000 Sign-0n

Bonus. Call For Details.

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY
$BUY & SELL $
ALL GOLD & SILVER
ITEMS Specializing in
NUMISMATIC COINS,
Bullion ltems, gold
& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years
experience & a following of
many satisfied customers.
We also sell a nice selection
of fing jewelry, antiques &
collectibles. Bring in your
items & see what they are
worth. You won't leave
disappointed. Honesty and

FIREWOOD | am looking to
. move into a
Cut, Split 1 Bedroom
& Delivered Apartment
Green or in Webster
Seasoned or surrounding
towns. If you have
Call Paul an apartment
to rent,
please call
508-461-6219

Devereux Therapeutic fairness are our best policies!

Foster Care. Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,

508)829-6769 239 West Main Stregt,

o et Bl FIREWOOD
Devereux (Rout %‘[ﬁ%d;ffégzﬂ Plza) 3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

or cell: 508-341-6355 hardwood custom cut to your specs.

Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord.
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 29th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE

“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”
24,000 s.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Masks and Social Distancing Rules will Apply

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, efc. (no
TV's) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture -
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups,
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants,
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high
chairs, bouncy, games, seats Antiques

FOR SALE

2012 Sea-Doo Jet Ski GTX

Limited IS
one ownetr, excellent condition,
only 10 hours

$12,000 OBO
Call 508-248-4231

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Outreach Coordinator
Town of Charlton

The Outreach Coordinator performs professional and administrative work in
communicating programs and services with the Town’s senior population. This is a
37.5 hour per week benefited position. High School Diploma with some additional
coursework in Social Work, Human Services or Health Service required along with

at least 1 year of working with the elderly; or any equivalent combination of

education and experience. Please see job description for complete list of
qualifications and responsibilities. Salary range: $20.61hr — $24.93/hr
depending on qualifications. Please apply online at

https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources no later than May 27, 2021.

The Town of Charlton
is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

TOWN OF SPENCER
SEWER DEPARTMENT

Laborer Sewer Department: Assist in the operation and maintenance of
a Municipal Sewer System duties including but not limited to, equipment and
collections system maintenance, operate filter press, operate sludge disposal
process, respond to emergency calls, pump station inspection, grounds keeping
and snow removal, record keeping, and filing. The position requires a high school
diploma or general education degree (GED), and/or one to three years of related
experience working in wastewater treatment plants with three years of experience
performing equipment and plant maintenance, or an equivalent combination
of education and experience. Opportunity for advancement to Assistant Chief
Operator with ability to obtain a Grade 5 Municipal Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operator’s License within a time period set by Sewer Commissioners and
Superintendent.

Submit application letter, resume and standard Town application form, available
at www.spencerma.gov to Town of Spencer, Human Resources Department, 157
Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562. Open until filled. Reviews begin immediately.
Subject to Union Rules and Regulations.

EEO Employer.

TOWN OF SPENCER
SEWER DEPARTMENT

Assistant Chief Operator Sewer Department: Assist in the operation and
maintenance of a Municipal Sewer System including Laboratory analyses,
equipment maintenance, scheduled weekend rotation, collections system
maintenance, respond to emergency calls, record keeping, and filing. The
position requires a high school diploma or general education degree (GED),
and/or three to five years of related experience working in wastewater
treatment plants with three years of experience performing equipment and
plant maintenance, or an equivalent combination of education and experience.
Grade 4 Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator’s License is required
with the ability to obtain a Grade 5C within a time period set by Sewer
Commissioners and Superintendent.

Submit application letter, resume and standard Town application form,
available at www.spencerma.gov to Town of Spencer, Human Resources
Department, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562. Open until filled. Reviews
begin immediately. Subject to Union Rules and Regulations.

EEO Employer.

LIGHT CONSTRUCTION
Seasonal Job

Experience helpful but not necessary
Douglas, MA area

YARD SALE

Saturday, May 22nd
8am-1pm
-Rain or Shine-

Email inquiries to
JBConstruction@charter.net

748 Dennison Drive
Southbridge MA
Home Décor, furniture, books,

teacher items, clothing, kitchen
items and much more!

Now Hiring:
Full and
Part Time Positions

Lawn work, painting,
loading/unloading trucks,
farm work, all around laborer.

HELP WANTED - OVER THE ROAD
CLASS A CDL REGIONAL TRUCK DRIVER

Sturbridge Area.
e FULL TIME POSITION® . & .
Must be 22 years of age or older wih High school and college kids
1-year tractor/trailer experience
Must have a CDL Class A drivers license and welcome.

good driving skills
Must be able to pass DOT drug screen and DOT physical
Knowledge of safety and quality requirements
Knowledge of loading / unloading procedures
Clean driving record

Call JD 774-415-3800

Home nights and weekends

Hauling bedding components to local customers that we
service within a 150-mile radius
Loading/unloading and additional stop pay
Perform other duties assigned by supervisor/lead persons.
Paid holidays and vacation - after 90 days

FOR SALE

et p e S0y Rototiller
EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION / VETERAN / DISABILITY EMPLOYER Reo r TI ne
Call Kevin at Leggett & Platt — 508-987-8706
Husqvarna

Excellent condition
Well maintained,
runs like new

774-261-0490

Treasurer/Collector
Town of Charlton

The Full-time Treasurer/Collector provides high-level financial, administrative and
technical work involving the receipt of money and the collection of all taxes due to
the town. Bachelor’s degree in accounting, finance or related field; a minimum of
five years’ experience in a municipal supervisory position; or any equivalent
combination of education and experience. Massachusetts certification as
Treasurer and Tax Collector preferred, but not required. Ability to become
bonded. Please see job description for complete list of qualifications and
responsibilities. Salary range: $36.39 — $40.17 hourly depending on qualifications.

Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.net/1 58/Human-Resources
no later than May 27, 2021.

The Town of Charlton
is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

HR Generalist — Full-Time

Town of Charlton
The HR Generalist performs responsible and complex administrative work assisting
the Human Resource Director with the overall responsibilities of the department. Re-
sponsibilities include scheduling interviews, performing reference checks, onboard-
ing, scheduling trainings, maintaining employee files and
database, payroll processing as well as many other duties. Familiarity with unions
and FLSA standards a plus. Must have strong attention to detail. Bachelor’s Degree
in related field; at least 5 years of related work experience preferred, or any
equivalent combination of education and experience. Please see job
description for complete list of qualifications and responsibilities. Salary range:
$22.59/hr — $24.93/hr depending on qualifications. Please apply online at

https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources no later than May 25, 2021.

The Town of Charlton
is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

FULL TIME MAINTENANCE LABORER
SPENCER HOUSING AUTHORITY

Applicant must possess a valid driver’s license and minimum 5 years’ experience in
maintenance repair and/or one of the building trades. Applicant must be able to pass
a pre-employment physical, drug test and background check. Applicant must be a
self-motivated, team member, who is deeply respectful of elderly, handicapped and
low-income families. An employee in this classification will be expected to perform a
variety of unskilled and semi-skilled tasks in the upkeep of the properties and grounds
including cleaning apartments following tenants use to prepare for re-leasing, remov-
ing tiles and other floor coverings, lifting heavy objects, mowing lawns, pruning trees
and shrubs, snow removal and use of a variety of hand tools and implements. This
position requires regular on-call service hours when the staff member cannot travel or
be incapacitated in any way. Wage is set by Labor & Industry standards. Supervision
is received from the Maintenance Supervisor. Spencer Housing Authority employees
are not permitted to smoke anywhere on housing property. Spencer Housing Au-
thority maintenance employees are required to acquire a Mass Pesticide Applicators
License within a year from hiring.

Job descriptions and applications are available for pick up at the
Spencer Housing Authority office, 13 McDonald Street, Spencer, MA 01562.
(508) 885-3904 daily from 7:00 AM — 3:00. PM.

Applications will be accepted until 2:00 PM on Friday May 28, 2021.
E.O.E./Affirmative Action Employer
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5 outdoor projects that add value

Exterior renovations can enhance
the appearance of a property and
make it more enjoyable for home-
owners. Certain renovations have
the potential to add value to a home,
while others may do the opposite.
Learning which one have the larg-
est return on investment can help
homeowners select features that
will have the most positive impact.

Curb appeal goes a long way
toward attracting potential buy-
ers. According to the National
Association of Realtors, first impres-
sions of a property have a strong
influence on buyers. Landscaping
and external features can do much
to influence such impressions.

« Lawn care program: Investing in
a lawn care program that consists
of fertilizer and weed control appli-
cation and can be transferred over
to a subsequent home owner is an
attractive feature. NAR says such a
care program can recover $1,000 in
value of the $330 average cost, or a
303 percent ROI.

« Low-maintenance lifestyle:
When choosing materials for proj-
ects, those that offer low-mainte-
nance benefits can be preferential.
These include low-maintenance
patio materials, composite deck-
ing, vinyl fencing, and inorganic
mulched beds.

« Fire pit: A fire pit can be used
for much of the year. In the spring
and summer, the firepit is a great
place to congregate to roast marsh-
mallows or sip wine and gaze into
the fire. In the fall, the fire pit can
make for a cozy retreat. A fire pit
that has a gas burner is low-mainte-
nance, and the National Association

of Landscape Professionals says that
most can recoup about $4,000 of their
$6,000 average price tag.

» Softscaping: Hardscaping refers
to structures like outdoor kitchens
or decks. Softscaping involves the
living elements of the landscape.
Hiring a landscape designer to
install trees, shrubs, natural edg-

f{' ]

ing, and rock elements can do won-
ders toward improving the look and
value of a home.

- Pool or water feature: In certain
markets, particularly hot climates,
a pool or another water feature is a
must-have. However, in other areas
where outdoor time is limited, a pool
or water feature can actually lower

the value of a home. Speaking with
a real estate professional can give
homeowners an idea of how a pool
will fare in a given neighborhood.

Outdoor improvements can
improve the marketability of a
home, as well as enhance its appear-
ance and function.

GRADS

continued from page Al

this class. A class made of accoun-
tants, police officers, sports exec-
utives, salesmen, entrepreneurs,
or whatever path you decide to fol-
low. I'm betting on you. You know
why? Because we’ve experience
everything together. We’ve made it
through a global pandemic - We even
suffered the loss of a fellow Bison,”
said Phillips, referring to their class-
mate Hallie Linacre, who passed
away in 2020 and was honored at the
ceremony with the presentation of
her degree to her parents. “We did
what Bison do. We rallied around one
another, we gave each other a shoul-
der to lean on, we became closer, we
got back on our feet.”

The class of 2020 was celebrated
the following day after last year’s
ceremony had to be moved to a dig-
ital celebration due to restrictions
imposed from the pandemic. Student
speaker Taylor Ward, a resident of
Hopkinton, who acknowledged that
while the pandemic did put a damper
on their initial celebration it certain-
ly made their class one Nichols will
never forget.

“Well, COVID, thanks to you, the
whole world will remember our class.
Our graduating class will always
be famous. We will be remembered
as the class that lost their gradua-
tion, sports, memories, where the
whole world felt our pain. Pretty
cool though that our graduating class
will be taught now as history, will
be referred as to ‘It could be worse,
when I was in school, I lost my senior
year,”” Ward said comically. “Where
I am today, honestly, would not have
happened without COVID. We might
have not realized in the past four
years, but Nichols has actually pre-
pared us to succeed in a situation
like this. During COVID, I was able
to secure a full-time job, move into
my own apartment and still be so
involved with Nichols College. I
know for a fact all my classmates are
killing it in life through social media
and those LinkedIn updates.”

Both classes hosted the same
guest speaker at their ceremonies,
Henry M. Thomas, III, the President
and CEO of the Urban League of
Springfield. In his speech, Thomas
implored both classes to charge for-
ward towards achieving their goals
and to not let the fear of failure stand
in their way.

“My advice to you is fundamental:
whatever your aspirational dreams
are, you should set your sight for
it, go out and fight for it, use all you
might for it. You can do it. Don’t
let anyone convince you that you
can’t,” Thomas said. “It was because
of your will to succeed that you have
accomplished and learned so much at
Nichols College. I'm thinking about

Jason Bleau

Ferryton Kpalie of Burlington, N.J. poses with
his mom in a pre-graduation photo.

all that studying and those presenta-
tions you delivered, which has been
so beneficial to your preparation and
achievement to date. Further, your
accomplishments will propel you to
greater heights and longer distanc-
es. You also arrived at this station
through the blood, sweat, tears and
fears of a global pandemic. Yes, not-
withstanding, you made it through
the gauntlet. Now you can be confi-
dent that you are good enough, strong
enough, smart enough, and bold
enough to live your dream. Don’t let
anybody convince you that you can’t
reach the place that your North Star
leads you.”

The ceremonies also served as the
last for retiring President Susan
Engelkemeyer who will be departing
this summer setting the stage for a
changing of the guard in many ways
as a new class enters in the fall, new
seniors prepare for the 2022 ceremo-
ny and new leadership takes effect to
bring Nichols College into the future.

MEMORTALSDAVES ALER™
Over 1,000 ACs in stock

OVER 1,500 BICYCLES IN STOCK

Jason Bleau

Rachel Forte of Douglas celebrates her grad-
uation with her father, Doug.

Jason Bleau

Class of 2021 Valedictorian Taylor Ward
addresses his fellow students.

Jason Bleau

Ketnote speaker Henry M. Thomas, Ill accepts an honorary degree from Nichols before his

speech.

SEE OUR FLYER
IN THIS WEEK'S ISSUE!

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons

WHITCO

TWIN: Reg. $299
I I FULL e | 3499
f'sz 599
: QUEEN Reg. $599
- NOW $289°
18 CU.FT. SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL KITCHENAID OVER THE RANGE GE STAINLESS
REFRIGERATOR | REFRIGERATOR DISHWASHER MICROWAVE OVEN |SMOOTHTOP STOVE
Reg. ‘795 Reg. 1699 Reg. ‘#05™ Reg. *218% Rag. ‘645"
$6992° | $1099%° | $7999%° 188> | 359999
55" TV Reg. $399.99
20 CU. FT. GE COMBO DELUXE ELECTRIC S5CUFT DELUXE 65" LG Reg, $699.99
UPRIGHT WASHER & DRYER DRYER CHEST FREEZER | DISHWASHER | 43'LGReg 539599
FREEZER (s s $4 9929 T 50 L6 Reg 876966
589999 s1 29 999 $4.4999 334999 86" LG Reg. $1999.99  $1799.99
FAMOUS MAKER GAS OR DELUXE TOP LOAD MAYTAG GE TOP LOAD 7CUFT
ELECTRIC RANGE WASHER TOP WASHER WASHER CHEST FREEZER
A C AQ99 SR AQ29 $RQ 099 s 29
344999 5449 649 699 229 IN STOCK

Meon.Fri. 10-8; Sat. 9-8; Sun, 10-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343
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FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ®
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

color!

SO YOU SO COO0L, SO SUMMER'

The world isn*
YMCA of Central Massachusetts blackand White.
Join the Fun! 50, Whyis yourad?

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON LAKE LASHAWAY

308 4;
LARESO,

Check out our new
SUMMER MENU
including our
& delicious Lobster Roll!

WE WILL BE OPEN
MEMORIAL DAY
AND
FATHER’S DAY
WITH NORMAL MENUS.

Open 7 days a week Mon, Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; =

take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com
Fri & Sat11-9 ")

Please visit our website
or Facebook page for our
full menu.

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD ;
774-449-8333 P &

P e s

308 LAKESIDE.COM g_

. Find us on
f Facebook

We Qe Opon Year Rownd o-5

Brookfield Orchards

12 Lincoln Rd., N. Brookfield, MA 01535
Follow signs from Rts. 9, 31, 67 or 148

¥

g.GRAND OPENINGA

Of our NEW Fudge Counter

Saturday, May 22 « 9am-3pm

and 1st of 3 Flea Markets this summer!
Minuteman Kettle Corn and Joe Macy playing music,
and Hot Dogs all day! Bring your table and sell your
used wares. $20 for space.

FLEA MARKETS ﬁ l gug
il | I

5/22,6/19 & 7/24
!; VISIT US ON FACEBOOK @

Sell & find some great treasures!
508.867.6858 « 877.622.7555
browsethebrookfields.com & brookfieldorchardsonline.com
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Wadlorie
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Graduate?

=N ﬁf\ =~ _Planning a Party?

Take the stress off, Let us do the cooking!
Stop in or check out our website for -

=

Graduation Packages available.

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street |
Sturbridge, MA 01566 » 508-347-7077 /'yl
Open 7 Days a Week ¢ 11am-7pm ¢

hearthstonemarketl@gmail.com hearthstonemarketandcaterlng com

wwwAStonebridgeRresstcom
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FUSION SEDANS....Choose from 5
2009-2018 -well-equipped

#CU7535 From $7,488
FORD ESCAPES....Choose from 6
2013-2018 — Great Selection #TU3182

From $10,988
2017 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT
Gray, 1 Owner, Cast Wheels, #CU7480 $16,888

2005 LEXUS SC 430

Silver/Saddle Leather, Convertible, only 36K miles

1 Owner, 18” cast wheels, #CU7550 $26,988
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* “ GOING ON NOW!
' |gle Is Worth More Now
ver Before! We Want Your Ride!

A SAMPLE OF CURRENT VALUES

Visit us on-line at Jamoureuxford.com
Treat Yourself, It’s Time! We make it Easy!

- &

i -:'_r o

2021 BRONCO SPORT
1.5/3 cyl, only 346 miles! Oxford White, Cloth, Auto
#TU3166 $27,888

2019 FORD RANGER SUPER CREW
Gray, XLT, Fx4, 2.3/4 cyl, 4x4, Fx4 pkg #TU 3064

$32,488
FORD F150°S....Choose from 5
(e.g., 2019 F150 Super Cab, Lariat, 4x4, Gray,
8’ bed, #TU3191) $42,988
AUDI S5
3.0/V6, AWD, Sedan “Prestige” 29K miles, #CU7545
$45,988

MOUREUX «Z2»

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~

Mon-Fri 8:30am-7pm e Fri Until 6pm ¢ Sat Until 4pm
~ SERVICE HOURS ~ Mon-Fri 8am-5pm ¢ Sat 8am-Noon






