
BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

GRAFTON — Due to 
persistent issues sur-
rounding recent “foul 
odors” in Grafton, a lim-
ited soy testing trial was 
held earlier this week at 
the Feedback Earth facil-
ity.

The odors were origi-
nally reported in the area 
of  Creeper Hill Road and 
throughout the town, 
according to a town state-
ment. Feedback Earth is 
a Grafton-based company 
that converts unwanted 
food into “high-quality 
animal feed.”

“T he Town 
Administrator’s Office 
has been working along-
side the Board of  Health 
and Feedback Earth to 
work towards a solution 
to the smell,” the town 
released in a statement.

According to town offi-
cials, Feedback Earth 
ran its trial earlier this 
week with a soy product; 
the trial was slated to 
be approximately three 

hours long, during which 
different natural deodor-
izing chemical agents 
would be tested on the 
product to find an effec-
tive solution.

Representatives of  
the deodorizing system 
company were on-site 
to ensure “efficient and 
effective testing,” the 
town reported, as well 
as the Massachusetts 

Department of  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Divisions of  
Air Quality and Division 
of  Solid Waste to monitor 
the testing. 

According to a sepa-
rate statement on the 
town’s social media, 
released in November, 
Grafton’s Health Agent 

Free by request to residents of Douglas, Northbridge, Uxbridge, Linwood, Whitinsville and North Uxbridge

SEND YOUR NEWS AND PICS TO NEWS@STONEBRIDGEPRESS.NEWS Friday, December 10, 2021

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

Early deadlines 
for Christmas

=To ensure that the Dec. 24 edition of  the 
Blackstone Valley Tribune arrives in subscrib-
ers’ mail boxes on schedule despite the holiday, 
the submission deadline for any press releases 
and letters to the Editor intended for publica-
tion that week will be Friday, Dec. 17 at 9 a.m. 
Submissions are welcome by e-mail at news@
stonebridgepress.news.

The staff  of  the Blackstone Valley Tribune 
thanks our readers for their cooperation with 
this scheduling change, and wishes one and all 
a safe and happy holiday season.

Courtesy

PARADE PREPARATIONS
A group of volunteers from Uxbridge High School lent a helping hand during the town’s first Holiday Night Parade last 
weekend.

Douglas library 
building renovation 

project nears 
funding goal

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

DOUGLAS — The Douglas-based Simon Fairfield 
Public Library is closer to its $400,000 building renova-
tion project fund goal.

During their latest meeting, the Trustees of  the 
library voted to add the library’s most recent state aid 
grant reimbursement of  $8,273.90 to the collection of  
funds reserved for the building renovation project, 
bringing the total progress to $124,000, or 31 percent of  
the overall goal.

GRAFTON — Grafton 
Police Chief  Norman 
Crepeau, alongside Sen. 
Moore and Rep. Muradian, 
have announced that 
the Grafton Police 
Department will be pro-
viding free winter jackets 
to veterans as part of  the 
Massachusetts Military 
Support Foundation’s 
Coats 4 Vets program.

“We owe so much to 
our veterans, and we, 

in turn, owe it to them 
to give back as much as 
possible whenever we 
can,” said Sen. Michael 
Moore (D-Millbury). “As 
the weather gets colder 
and colder, I am grateful 
to the Coats 4 Vets pro-
gram for their passion 
and drive to make sure 
our local veterans receive 
a warm coat for the win-
ter season. I am also very 
proud that the Grafton 
Police Department will 

be taking part in mak-
ing sure our veterans are 
cared for.”

“Our veterans have 
put their lives on the 
line to ensure our safe-
ty and freedom,” stated 
Muradian. “Supporting 
our veterans and provid-
ing them a warm coat, 
along with other basic 
necessities for the win-
ter, is the least we can do 

Grafton “odor” testing beginsGrafton police providing free 
jackets to veterans through 

Coats 4 Vets Program

Courtesy

Pictured from left to right are Grafton Chief of Police Normand Crepeau, Lt. Neil Minardi, 
Sgt. Michael Mazzola, Sen. Moore, Rep. David Muradian and Grafton Police Administrative 
Assistant Marianne DeVries.

Turn To LIBRARY page A13

Turn To TESTING page A13

Turn To COATS page A13



Come the holiday season, perhaps no 
tradition evokes the warm and fuzzy 
“feels” more than a family outing to 
pick a Christmas tree. Whether it’s a 
trek to a live Christmas tree farm or a 
short drive to the nearest pre-cut tree 
lot, the process of  selecting a tree that 
will serve as the crown jewel of  the 
entire season is a great way to make 
lasting memories.

Selecting a tree is a yearly ritual and 
each person has his or her set of  crite-
ria for what makes the ideal Christmas 
tree. These tips can help families find 
the right tree.

Choose your species
Do some homework on the type of  

tree you want prior to buying the tree. 
Balsam fir and fraser fir are popular 
Christmas tree varieties, but there are 
many others, such as noble fir and 
Norway spruce. Balsams are known 
for having the most fragrant smell, but 
frasers tend to keep their needles the 
longest. For those who prefer a douglas 
fir, keep in mind that they sometimes 
drop their needles prematurely due to 

foliar diseases like needle-cast fungus.

Space for ornaments
In addition to aroma and needle lon-

gevity, look for trees that have a desir-
able shape and allow for adequate space 
between branches, advises the home 
and garden resource The Spruce. Trees 
groomed to be lush and full will look 
beautiful unadorned, but once orna-
ments are added, full branches may 
cause those ornaments to hang low or 
even fall off. Trees with sparse branch-
es allow for ornaments to hang straight.

Measure your space
Trees in the field or in a lot may 

look much smaller than they do when 
brought into the living room. Don’t 
make the mistake of  selecting a tree 
that is too large for your home. The 
agricultural firm Ragan & Masey says 
to measure the room from floor to 
ceiling and subtract the height of  the 
tree stand and tree topper. It’s equally 
important to measure the width of  the 
area where the tree will stand and allow 
for ample space for foot traffic around 

the tree.

Perform a needle check
Every tree will drop some needles, 

and most evergreens hold their foliage. 
Modest needle loss is not an indica-
tor of  a poor tree. However, Decker’s 
Nursery in Greenlawn, NY says if  50 
percent of  the needles are lost when 
you swipe your hand down three to 
five different branches around the tree, 
the tree likely is not a good choice. In 
addition, avoid a tree that has glaring 
defects in the trunk as it can impede 
water flow through the tree.

Heavier is better
A heavy pre-cut tree means it is full of  

water and has been cut more recently. A 
healthy, fresh tree is going to require an 
effort to lift. Older, dried out trees will 
not be heavy. 

Upon arriving home, make a fresh 
cut off  the tree trunk and get it in water 
as soon as possible — even if  that’s a 
bucket until the tree stand can be set up.  

2 •                BLACKSTONE VALLEY TRIBUNEFriday, December 10, 2021

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp.1/31/22

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Pint Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 17
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Casual
Waterfront Dining 
on Lake Lashaway

Give The Gift Of 
Delicious Food & Drink

A Dining Gift Card from 308 Lakeside will delight 
anyone on your list! Great for stocking stuffers too! 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333  308 lakeside.com

Gift
Certificate

Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9. Closed Mon.
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

The Framer’s Gallery
Heritage Mall • 567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 508-832-6111

framersgalleryma.com
Hours: Monday-�ursday 9-6; Fri 9-5 • Saturday by Appointment • Sunday Closed 

We have handmade gi�s from local artists
We have a variety of 

readymade frames, prints, 
pottery and wooden bowls 

from local artists.

Fine Craftsmanship • Experienced Designers • Custom Framing 
Outstanding Print Selection • Photo Restoration

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
Call 508-478-0871

Full Boneless Prime Rib
Feeds 14 People 

With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus 
and Dessert 

Full Rib $499.99

Half Boneless Prime Rib
Feeds 7 People 

With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus 
and Dessert 

Half Rib $259.99

Route. 16, Mendon, MA • 508.478.0871 or 508.473.5079

All orders must be in by Dec. 22  & picked up on Dec. 24 between 1pm  & 3pm 

BONELESS for your convenience • Includes: Prime Rib Cooked or Uncooked, 
Mashed Potatoes Au Jus and Dessert

“NOTE… PLEASE ORDER EARLY!!!!!!!

Pumpkin Bread $15.99 doz. | Cinnamon Rolls $15.99 doz. 
 Onion Rolls $15.99 doz. 

New England Steak and Seafood
Announces ~ Christmas Dinner To Go!

To 
Go!

OR

Extras

Let us do the work for you
Boneless for your convenience 

Cooked or ready to cook YOUR CHOICE

JACK
WALKER
REALTOR

“Twas the night before Christmas
And all through the house

Not a prospect was stirring,
Not even a mouse.

A sign on our home 
We had written with care,

In hopes that a buyer
Soon would be there.

The children were nestled
All snug in their beds,

The fact we were selling
Was not in their heads.

Ma in her kerchief
And I in my cap,

Decided that buyers
Were dreams in a nap.

Then there was a knock
And our hearts took a soar

JACK WALKER, REALTOR
Walked in through the door.

HIS talk was assuring,
He knew what he was about,

And he listed our home
Before he went out.

We can happily say
He brought ‘round a prospect

The very next day.

He sold them our home,
To our family’s delight,
On terms that were fair

And a price that was right.

Then I heard him exclaim
As he drove out of sight,

MERRY CHRISTMAS to all,
And to all a good night.

508-234-8029

10 REASONS TO LIST
DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Serious buyers have few houses 

to choose from during the 

holidays, and less competition 

means more money for You! 

People who look for a home 

during the holidays are more 

serious buyers. 

Houses show better when 

decorated for the holidays. 

The supply or listings will 

dramatically increase in January, 

so there will be less  demand for 

your specific home. Less demand 

means less money for you. 

You can sell now for more money. 

(We can certainly provide an 

option for a delayed  closing or 

extended occupancy until earty 

next year.) 

Buyers are more emotional 

during the holidays, so they are 

more likely to pay your offering 

price. 

Some people must buy before the 

end of the year for tax reasons. 

Buyer are more time to look for 

a home during the holidays than 

they do during the work week. 

January is traditionally the month 

for employees to began new 

jobs. Since transfers can’t wait 

until spring to buy, your house 

must be on the market now! 

Your house can still be on the 

market, but you’ll have  the 

flexibility to limit showings during 

the 6 or 7 days during the 

holidays.
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A guide to picking the perfect fresh Christmas tree 



BELLINGHAM — This holiday sea-
son, the 40th annual “The Nutcracker” 
returns to the stage and is being pre-
sented by the Greater Milford Ballet 
Company on Dec. 18 and 19 at 2 p.m. 
at Bellingham High School auditorium 
Bellingham.  The GMBA and the Deane 
School of  dance were founded over 40 
years ago by Miss Georgia Deane.

This state-of-the art ballet produc-
tion includes dancers from Milford, 
Mendon, Bellingham, Blackstone, 
Hopedale, Upton, Easton, Mansfield, and 
Shrewsbury and Cumberland, Newport 
and Woonsocket, R.I. The production is 
under the Artistic Direction of  Cynthia 
Marnik and Susanna Vennerbeck.

Although the production is tradi-
tional, every year something new is 
introduced such as a new costume, new 
set feature or new character to add 
to the element of  surprise. The adult 
cast members and young dancers in 
the production play multiple roles in 
the production dancing in scenes and 
corps numbers often requiring preci-
sion timing backstage quick changes.  
The production is complete with falling 
snow, special effects, lively duel between 
Nutcracker Prince and the Mouse King, 
dolls that magically grow to adult size, 
and a magical dancing bear. 

Previous guest appearances with the 
Greater Milford Ballet’s production of  
“The Nutcracker” in role of  Sugar Plum 
have been played by Misty Copeland of  
the American Ballet Theatre, Ashley 
Murphy from the Dance Theatre of  
Harlem, Emily Loscocco of  Festival 
Ballet Providence and Ashley Ellis 
from Boston Ballet to name a few. This 
year’s guest appearances are by Isabelle 
Ramage as the Sugar Plum and Timur 
Kan as the Cavalier from Island Moving 
Company (IMC) of  Newport Rhode 
Island.

Local adult and young dancer cast 
members and their roles from the 
Blackstone Valley Tribune news area 
include: 

From Bellingham:
Serafina DiTucci - Small Angel

From Blackstone:
Hannah Smith - Dancing Cousin, 

Soldier, Snow Queen, Chinese Tea, 
Marzipan Corps and Flower 

Meghan Smith - Party Child, Mouse, 
Small Angel and Polichinelle

Ryleigh Smith - Party Child, Small 
Angel and Polichinelle 

Paul Jacques- Herr Silberhaus
Colleen O’Brien – Frau Silberhaus

From Cumberland:
Lauren Busavage - Party Parent, 

Soldier, Snowflake, Marzipan Corps, 
and Flower

K a t h r y n 
Bliss - Dancing 
Cousin, Solider 
Doll, Soldier, 
S n o w f l a k e , 
Angel Princess, 

Marzipan Corps and Flower
Rosalie Depot - Small Angel
Brianna Flori - Small Angel
Sanjana Maddipudi - Snowflake, 

Marzipan Shepherdess, and Flower 
Lila Magee - Snowflake, Marzipan 

Corps, and Flower
Grant Lepine - Drosselmeyer and 

Snow Queen’s Footman

Easton
Sam Campanella - Party Child, Mouse 

King and Arabian.

From Franklin:
Samantha Lomonoco - Candy Cane

From Hopedale:
Lorelei Lefever - Party Child and 

Polichinelle
Paula Cerulli - Party Parent
Douglas Locke - Party Parent

From Milford
Lexie Annantuonio - Columbine, 

Solider, Snowflake Corps, Chines Tea, 
Marzipan Corps, Flower

Colleen Annantuonio - Dancing Maid
Stacey Croeber - Party Parent
Kaitlyn Croeber - Party Child and 

Polichinelle
Ryan Croeber - Fritz and a Mouse 
Joseph Denaro - Butler, General and 

Prince
Ava Denaro - Clara
Avery Helmka - Mouse
Cora Mandrik - Party Child, Mouse 

and Polichinelle
Mila Mousse - Small Angel
Mia Santomenna - Party Child and 

Mouse
Noressa Santomenna - Dancing Maid
Ellie Wallace - Party Child and Mouse
Camille Williams - Grandmother and 

Mother Ginger

From Mendon:
Sarah Larocca - Small Angel
Marin DiAnni - Party Child, Mouse, 

and Tricky Clown
Kendall Negron - Small Angel and 

Polichinelle

From Shrewsbury:
Lena Santello - Magic Bear and 

Polichinelle and her mom, 
Danielle Santello - Dancing Maid
From Upton:
Annabelle Pinto - Party Chile and 

Polichinelle
Heather Pinto - Dancing Maid

From Woonsocket:
Lacey Munger - Dancing Cousin, 

Christmas Angel, Snowflake and Dew 
Drop Fairy.

This year’s intermission raffle 
items will include gift certificates 
from local restaurants and retailers 
and themed gift baskets.

Ticket sales are available at Charles 
River Bank located at 16 Hastings 
Street in Mendon or by calling the 
Deane Dance studio at 508-473-3354. 
Tickets are priced at $25, $20, and $15.  
Tickets will be sold at the auditori-
um if  still available. Discount sales 
for non-profit 501 (c) 3; groups of  10 
or more can be arranged by calling 
Colleen O’Brien at (508) 954-4756.

For more information or tickets, send 
email to deanestudio@yahoo.com or 
call 508-473-3354.
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The Blackstone Valley Tribune is com-
mitted to accuracy in all its news 
reports. Although numerous safeguards 
are in place to ensure accurate report-
ing, mistakes can occur. Confirmed 
fact errors will be corrected at the top 
right hand corner of page A3 in a timely 
manner. 

If you find a mistake, email 
news@stonebridgepress.news or call 
(508) 909-4106 during normal business 
hours. During non-business hours, leave 
a message in the editor’s voice mailbox. 

The editor will return your phone call.

ACCURACY WATCH

SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, SKATES

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $29899

$21999

LG FRONT LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

GIANT
TOY

DEPARTMENT

GIANT
TOY

DEPARTMENT

GIGANTIC
TV SALE

CHRISTMAS SALE  
Beat the Shortages & Price Increases! Don’t buy Till You See Us!

Please Call
860.933.5549

GI Joe 
Figures 

+
Vehicles 
Wanted

From the 
1980’s & 1990’s

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

Greater Milford Ballet Company 
presents “The Nutcracker”

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

news@
stonebridgepress.news

SEND US YOUR NEWS!!!



UXBRIDGE — The Uxbridge Senior Center wishes to thank all the volunteers, contributors and 
donors who helped make the 2021 Thanksgiving Meal Distribution Project a success.  

The Senior Center packaged and delivered more than 230 turkey dinners to seniors throughout the 
Town of  Uxbridge on Monday, Nov. 22.  This year, the senior center collaborated with PJ’s Restaurant in 
Bellingham to cook the luncheon.  The Town is truly blessed to have so many people who care for each 
other.  It is with many hands that we accomplish so much.  What a wonderful way for the community to 
come together for a great cause. 

We especially want to thank our 
major contributors/donors that 
helped make this project financially 
feasible- Fallon Health, Hannaford’s, 
PJ’s Restaurant, Savers Bank, Table 
Talk Pies, and Unibank.  The Senior 
Center also wants to acknowledge all 
of  our volunteers, too many to name.  
(Some are pictured here) Thank you 
to the Uxbridge Taft School students 
who contributed their time and talents 
to make special greeting cards to our 
seniors. We especially want to thank 
State Rep. Mike Soter who helped deliv-
er the food to the Center.  We also would 
like to thank members of  the Uxbridge 
Board of  Selectmen and Department 
Heads that came forward to help as 
well.  Thank you for allowing the Senior 
Center to be a part of  this endeavor.  
Our seniors thank you!

The Uxbridge Senior Center is locat-
ed at 36 South Main St.  For a current 
newsletter and to get more informa-

tion on our services, please contact the 
Center by calling 508-278-8622.
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LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

JOB
OPPORTUNITIES

DOUGLAS TRANSFER STATION
�e Douglas Board of Health is 
seeking two (2) applicants for

positions at the Douglas Transfer 
Station. �ese are entry-level positions 
working every other Saturday (9 hrs) 

and on a �ll in basis.

�ese positions are not entitled to 
bene�ts. Applications will be accepted 
until December 16, 2021 and can be 

obtained on the town of 
Douglas Website or at the 

Board of Health O�ce.  
A Physical Exam is required.

For more information, contact 
Kristin at 508-476-4000 ext. 252.  
Grade MS-1, Step 1 - $14.96/hr. 

EOE

TO PLACE AN AD:
JUNE SIMAKAUKAS

(508)909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Blackstone Valley Tribune 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Blackstone Valley Tribune 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

The Blackstone Valley Tribune (USPS 024-873) is published weekly by 
Stonebridge Press, 25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA  01550.  Periodicals postage 
paid at Southbridge, MA  01550.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to 
the Blackstone Valley Tribune, P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA  01550.

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

FRANK G. CHILINSKI

860-928-1818 EXT. 103
frank@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAU

860-928-1818 EXT. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JIM DINICOLA

508-764-6102
jdinicola@stonebridgepress.news

EDITOR

BRENDAN BERUBE

508-909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news

PRODUCTION MANAGER

JULIE CLARKE

860-928-1818, EXT. 305 
julie@villagernewspapers.com

BLACKSTONE VALLEY
TRIBUNE PUBLISHED BY
STONEBRIDGE PRESS

Courtesy

Douglas High School congratulates its Students of  the Month for November. 
Spanish I: Keenan Bliss, Lianna DeBaggis, Alana Taylor, Travis Duplessis, Jordyn 
Forbes, Alana Pierpont, Joshua Roulier, (Aiden Courtemanche - for Ms. Leclair); 
Spanish II: Pat Brown, Jessica Rose, Taylor Morel , Olivia Defalco; Spanish 
III: Emma Hennessy, Cameron Beckwith; Spanish IV: Luke Walcek, Antonio 
MacGregor.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Working together for Uxbridge seniors

Courtesy

Pictured above from 
left to right: Robert 
Risio, Donna Oncay, 
Lisa Bernard, Millie 
DeLeonardis, State 
Rep. Mike Soter and 
Pat Ordway.
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Community 
     Connection

Your guide to local businesses and events! To join us, please call June at 508-909-4062 
or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 

Lunch, Dinner, 
and Tasty Treats

Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

508-526-3202   (24/7) 
3 Condon Way, Suite C • Hopedale, MA 01747

katieslimousine@gmail.com | katieslimousine.com
George Courville & Natalie Snay Owners/ Operators

Airport Transportation 
Bachelor / Bachelorette Parties

 Brewery/Winery Tours 
Cruises • Concerts • Casinos • Corporate 

Funerals • Holiday Parties
Nights Out • Prom • Quinceaneras 

 Sightseeing • Special Events 
 Weddings •  Sporting Events

We service Boston/Logan • Providence/TF Green 
 Hartford/Bradley • Worcester • Newark and JFK airports

In Memory of Cole 
William Victor At
Powdermill Park 

In Spencer 
43 Smithville Rd, 

Spencer Ma
Please Join Us On 

December 12th From 4-5pm 
43 Smithville Rd, Spencer MA

We will be offering free 
refreshments while singing 
some Christmas carols and 

visitng with Santa before 
lighting the tree!

Tree
 Lighting
      Ceremony

www.StonebridgePress.com

P h o n e :  5 0 8 - 2 3 4 - 2 0 0 2
www.nor thbridgemass.org/coun-
cil-on-aging

Monday – Thursday 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
Friday 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The Northbridge Coalition is conduct-
ing a survey pertaining to the transpor-
tation needs of  the Blackstone Valley. 
Through a survey of  questions, our hope 
is to gather specific data, but more impor-
tantly, we want to hear the stories of  
the obstacles members of  our communi-
ty face in meeting their transportation 
needs. Your information will remain pri-
vate. Information collected in the survey 
will be reviewed by the project team. 
Northbridge Coalition Survey can be 
found at: https://qrco.de/BVTransport  
If  you have any questions, please contact 
Lori at 774-293-8276. 

The Northbridge Fire Department will 
be holding a Blood Pressure Clinic at 
Plummer Place on Monday, December 
20th from 10-12:00pm.

New exercise class being offered: Fluid 
Motion (Belly Dancing), Thursdays @ 
10:00, $2/class. Low impact, controlled, 
graceful movements that improves pos-
ture. Find yourself  standing taller and 
feeling more confident! Guaranteed that 
you will have fun and lots of  laughs. If  
you like to dance, this is the class for you! 
Call to sign up. 

Tai Chi is offered at Plummer Place 
every Monday @ 11:00am. Join instructor 
Ron Allen for this therapeutic exercise 
class which is being promoted as helping 
to reduce stress, anxiety and improving 
balance. Call for more information.

Ukulele Class is being offered every 
Wednesday @ 2:00pm. Raianne Richards 
is our instructor. This class is for both 
beginners and those who need to brush 
up on their skills. Call the Center to sign 
up.

Mahjong is looking for new players 
at Plummer Place. The Four Winds 
Mahjong League meets Mondays, 1:00-
3:00pm and on Thursdays at 12:30pm, 
National Mahjong League meets.

Aqua Aerobics Class is offered through 
the Center at the Whitin Community 
Center Mondays @ 1:00pm. Call to sign 
up. 

Don’t forget to check out our shows 
on Northbridge Cable TV, channel 194, 
Monday through Friday from 9-11:00am. 
We show exercise classes for our senior 
population along with some entertain-
ment. Our recent show we just produced 
is the Blackstone Valley Strummers 
Christmas Special featuring our Ukulele 
group from the Center. Beginning the 
week of  December 13th, the special will 
show at 10:30 every day on channel 194. 
Enjoy!

MILLBURY SENIOR CENTER NORTHBRIDGE SENIOR CENTER

REAL ESTATE
BLACKSTONE

$345,000, 208 Blackstone St, Hogge, 
Paula M, to Cordero, Christian E.

$299,900, 13 Blackstone St, Dugan, 
Jason, to Caughey, Matthew W.

DOUGLAS
$465,500, 186 South St, Power, 

Jonathan, to Prosser, Eric.
$449,900, 235 South St, Soule, 

Zachary, to Deprofio, Peter.
$350,000, 69 Compass Point Dr #69, 

Northbrown LLC, to Curley, James P.
$95,000, 225 Yew St, Joyce, 

Terrence, and Berelson, Katherine, 
to Rogjef  Inc.

NORTHBRIDGE
$550,000, 268 Pollard Rd, Duffy, 

Thomas B, and Clifford, Anna M, to 
Machikas, Alexa.

$479,900, 173 Fir Hill Ln, Sylvestre, 
Frantz, to Vega, Yerko.

$395,500, 41 Heather Hl, Kidd, Sean 
G, to Riel, Keryn.

$370,000, 6-8 Woodland St, Beahn, 
Kelly A, and Beahn, Derek W, to 
Vander-Baan, Alexander.

$312,000, 14 Susanne Dr, Mason, 
Tina M, and Duvernay, Dianne, to 
Viera-Sanchez, Magdiel.

$265,941, 1983 Hill St, US Bank NA 
Tr, to All Ideal Homes LLC.

Oakham $95,000, 454 N Brookfield 
Rd, Gehring, Frederick J, to 
Blanchard, Mark R, and Blanchard, 
Karen M.

UXBRIDGE
$570,175, 61 Douglas Pike, Prosser, 

Eric, to Aragao-Decastro, Anderson, 
and Decastro, Marilda A.

$550,000, 34 Spinning Wheel Dr, 
Gonya, Michael J, and Gonya, Robin 
M, to Martin, Joaquin R, and Martin, 
Kerri.

$437,150, 42 Tea Party Dr #42, 
Independence Uxbridge Rlt, to 
Kakarla, Kavitha.

$435,000, 42 S Main St, Poisson, 
Arthur R, and Poisson, April M, to 
Tripodi, Krista M.

$290,000, 115 Douglas St, Konkol, 
Paul C, to Andrews, Lauren M.

$290,000, 212 E Hartford Ave #212, 
Kupiec, Priscilla M, to Goudreau-
Shaw, Colette.

SENIOR CENTER HOLIDAY PARTY
Tuesday, December 14th at 11 – 1 P.M.
We will have an ugly sweater contest, 

along with games and prizes!!
Enjoy live music!
Lunch will be served meatloaf, gravy, 

mashed potatoes with carrots
Call the center to RSVP by December 

9th 508-865-9154

COVID-19 BOOSTER APPOINTMENT 
ASSISTANCE

We will assist Millbury Senior resi-
dents

If  you do not have access to a computer 
and need help scheduling an appoint-
ment for the Booster

Please call the center at 508-865-9154

FRAUD PREVENTION CLASS
Thursday, Jan. 6th at 1 P.M.
Officer Piscitelli will be presenting
Learn about different Scams that tar-

get seniors!
Please call the center if  interested in 

attending
508-865-9154

SENIOR  WORK – OFF PROGRAM
For Eligible seniors, 60 or older that are 

residents of  Millbury
Receive up to $1,500 per year that can 

be used to pay real estate property tax
In return for voluntary service at a 

town department
For more information or to pick up an 

application please call the center at 508-
865-9154

SENIOR CENTER EXERCISE 
CLASSES!!

LIGHT EXERCISE CLASSES
Mondays and Fridays 9:30 A.M. – 10:15 

A.M. (Free!)
TAI CHI
Tuesdays 9:30 - 10:30 A.M. (class is $3)
YOGA (All new starting Dec. 16th )!
Thursdays 9 – 10 A.M. ( Class is $3)

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES!
WII BOWLING
Mondays at 12:30 P.M.
MAHJONG
Mondays at 12:45 P.M.
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC
Every Tuesday from 9 A.M. - 10 A.M.
CRIBBAGE
Tuesdays at 1P.M.
SOCIAL BINGO
Wednesdays at 1 P.M.
Bring your pennies!
DULL MENS CLUB
Thursdays at 10 – 11 A.M.
No reservations required for any of  

our activities or exercise classes!

Lunches are served Monday through 
Friday  12 P.M. at the Senior Center

The menu is available on the town web-
site, www.townofmillbury.org

Or our Millbury Senior Center 
Facebook page.

A 48 hour reservation is required.

Millbury Senior Center Transportation
Transportation is provided for 

Millbury Senior Residents
Monday through Friday from 9 A.M. 

to 3 P.M.
We travel one town out in each direc-

tion including Sutton, Grafton, Auburn 
and Worcester

A 48 hour notice is required for sched-
uling rides (business days)

Rides are free until January 1st
For more information or to schedule 

transportation call the center at
508-865-9154

“MEMORY CAFÉ”
Please join us on December 21st 2- 3:30 

P.M.
We will be decorating Holiday 

Ornaments!
A Memory Café is a monthly gathering 

for people with memory loss/challenges
and their care partners. It is a time to 

socialize, make new friends, and have a 
good time.

refreshments will be served!
We are also looking for volunteers to 

assist with this program!
Our Outreach worker, Julie Fitzgerald, 

is happy to answer
any questions, call to RSVP 508-865-

9154!

Millbury Friendly Visitor Program
Our Friendly Visitor Program is now 

being provided by telephone
Volunteers call clients to check in with 

them, chat and hear a friendly voice
For more information on coordinating 

a Friendly visitor
Call the center at 508-865-9154

SNAP APPLICATIONS  (Food Stamps)
Our appointments are on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays 10 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Call for an appointment & required 

documentation
508-865-9154
“This project has been funded at least 

in part with Federal Funds from USDA.
This institution is an equal opportuni-

ty provider
The SNAP Logo is a service of  the U.S. 

Department of  Agriculture.
USDA does not endorse any goods, ser-

vices or enterprises.”



The holidays have 
arrived and so has the 
Christmas cactus. Set 
this favorite holiday 
plant in a basket, decora-
tive pot or foil wrap and 
it will be ready to give as 
a gift or add to your hol-
iday décor. With proper 
care this holiday favor-
ite can flower for four to 
eight weeks and grow for 
decades, becoming a family heirloom 
handed down from one generation to 
the next.

The plant sold as a Christmas cactus 
may actually be a Thanksgiving cactus. 
The true Christmas cactus blooms later 
and has small segments with rounded 
edges. The Thanksgiving cactus, though 
often sold as the Christmas cactus, has 
toothed or jagged segments and typical-
ly blooms prior to Christmas.

Fortunately, their growing require-
ments and care are basically the same 
so the plants will do fine no matter the 
name on the label. These, or hybrids of  
the two plants, flower with cool nights 
and long uninterrupted dark periods. A
third holiday plant, the Easter cactus, 
sets flowers in spring as the days start 
to lengthen.

Christmas and Thanksgiving cacti are 
epiphytes that naturally grow on trees 
in shaded and humid forests along the 
coast of  Brazil. They all prefer bright 
indirect light, high humidity and a thor-
ough watering when the top few inches 

of  soil begins to dry. 
Don’t over water but 
don’t let the soil dry 
completely. Water a bit 
more often when the 
plant is in bloom.

Grow them in an 
organic well-drained 
potting mix for best 
results. Water thor-
oughly and pour off  
the excess that collects 

in the saucer to avoid root rot. Reduce 
maintenance and improve the growing 
conditions with the help of  gravel trays. 
Place a layer of  pebbles, decorative 
stones or marbles in the saucer or bot-
tom of  the foil wrap or basket. The pot 
will be elevated above any excess water 
that collects in the pebbles. As the water 
evaporates, it increases the humidity 
around the plant.

Keep your flowering cactus in a cool 
bright location to extend its bloom time. 
Avoid drafts of  hot and cold air, moisture 
stress and other changes in the environ-
ment that can cause buds and flowers to 
drop.

Fertilize with a dilute solution of  
flowering houseplant fertilizer once it 
has finished blooming and throughout 
spring and summer as needed. Grow 
your cactus in a north-facing window 
or set back from an east- or west-facing 
window where it receives bright indirect 
light throughout the year. Too much sun 
turns the leaf  segments dark red.

Don’t be anxious to move these plants 

to a bigger container. They prefer to be 
somewhat potbound and can remain in 
the same pot for years.

Encourage a new flush of  flowers with 
cooler night temperatures around 55 to 
60 degrees and slightly drier soil. An 
uninterrupted dark period will also help 
promote flowering.

Start the dark treatment in early to 
mid-October for holiday flowers. Cover 
the plants or move them to a location 
free of  any artificial light, indoors or 
outside, each night and provide bright 
indirect light each day. Any interruption 
in the dark period from outdoor, street 
or reading lights can delay or prevent 
flowering.

Many experts find providing the same 
dark treatment as poinsettias, 14 hours 
of  dark each night, promotes flowering. 
Michigan State University recommends 
providing 16 hours of  total darkness and 
eight hours of  light for at least eight 
days to promote flowering.

Add a Christmas cactus to your indoor 
plant collection and share a few with 
friends and family over the holidays. 
These easy-care flowering beauties are 
sure to brighten the recipient’s mood 
and holiday décor.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 

Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
melindamyers.com.

Community Harvest Project receives $10,000 
grant from Fallon Health

 GRAFTON – Community Harvest Project, a non-profit volunteer farming orga-
nization, announced it has been named a recipient of  Fallon Health’s Community 
Impact Grant for 2021. The funds, totaling $10,000 will help support Volunteer 
Farming Programming. 

“The funds provided are helping us to better serve the community as we expand 
services to 4 new distribution partners, continue to increase long-term orchard out-
put, health, and crop diversity, and actively engage volunteers to grow over 215,000 
pounds of  produce for donation to local hunger relief. Together, we can ensure that 
the individuals and families experiencing hunger in Greater Worcester receive the 
nutritious produce they need,” said Tori Buerschaper, Executive Director of  CHP.

“This year, Fallon received applications from nearly 110 organizations—up approx-
imately 38 percent from last year, highlighting how the current health care crisis has 
exacerbated existing social and economic inequities while presenting new challeng-
es,” said Richard Burke, President and CEO of  Fallon Health. “We are inspired by the 

work Community 
Harvest Project is 
doing in the com-
munity, and it is 
our sincere hope 
that we are able 
to help ease some 
of  the financial 
constraints they 
are facing when 
dealing with criti-
cal issues of  hun-
ger and loneliness 
among older adults 
head on.”

In 2021, Fallon 
Health distributed 
$110,000 in grants 
across its ser-
vice area through 
its Community 
Impact Grants 
Program. As a 
Massachusetts ’ 
non-profit Health 
M a i n t e n a n c e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n 
(HMO), Fallon is 
committed to pro-
viding support 
to address unmet 
health needs and 
improving the 
health of  disad-
vantaged popula-
tions through its 
grant program. 
The organization’s 
work was recent-
ly highlighted in 
a report by the 
office of  Attorney 
General Maura 
Healey.
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510 Hartford Ave West, Uxbridge, MA 01569

www.PawfectLifeRescue.org

Meet Fallon! She’s a 2-year-old, 50 pound female lab/terrier pup!
This pretty girl is so fun! She loves being around people and 
other dogs. And, more than anything, she REALLY loves it when 
you play fetch with her!
Fallon is medium energy and would fit well into most any home. 
She’s a happy wiggle bum who is looking forward to meeting you! 
So what are you waiting for? Come fall in love.

PAW of the WEEK 

Hi! Our names are Ash and 
Emily and we want to be 

adopted together!

Emily and Ash are friend-
ly and sweet siblings who are 
looking to be adopted togeth-
er. Emily is a kind, humorous, 
sweet, and helpful girl. Very 
sociable, she makes friends 
easily, although she sometimes 
can miss social cues. She en-
joys drawing, painting, watch-
ing anime and YouTube videos, 
and going swimming She eas-
ily engages in conversations 
and loves to talk about her day. 
Ash, who uses they/them pro-
nouns, works hard on building 
self-esteem, getting involved 
in the community, expressing 

emotions, and exploring their gender identity. In school, they do very well 
in the classes that they enjoy. Ash does report that they are shy but can be 
outgoing when they feel comfortable.

Legally freed for adoption, Emily and Ash would thrive in a supportive and 
committed two-parent family or in a strong single-parent home. The ideal 
family would provide these siblings with structure, clear boundaries, and a 
nurturing and attentive environment. A home with other children in it would 
be welcomed as well as families with no children. Their new family must be 
willing to help these siblings maintain contact with their biological younger 
brother.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help 
connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match 
for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Ash and Emily 
Age 13 and 14

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P3893EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Barbara Ann Lambert
Also know as:

Barbara E Lambert, 
Barbara A Lambert

Date of Death: 08/06/2021  
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Gerald E Lambert, Jr. of Uxbridge 
MA requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Gerald E Lambert, Jr. of Uxbridge MA 
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 

proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 12/28/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 29, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
December 10, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO21P3865EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Bernadine H Pollock
Date of Death: 04/24/2021  

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by 
Darrell Pollock of Blackstone MA re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Darrell Pollock of Blackstone MA be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsupervised 
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-

ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of 12/28/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: November 24, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
December 10, 2021

LEGALS

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Brighten someone’s holiday season with Christmas cactus

Melinda Myers

Christmas cactus is a general name given to 
a small group of cacti called Schlumbergera 
that are native to southeastern Brazil’s coast-
al mountains.



BLACKSTONE VALLEY TRIBUNE           • 7Friday, December 10, 2021

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

C O M M E R C I A L  • R E S I D E N T I A L

FREE
Estimates
Call or Text

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters or gutter cleaning… 

Look no further!

Gutters

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service
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I encourage peo-
ple to follow their 
dreams. 

Following my 
dreams has been the 
single most excellent 
motivator in my life; 
it’s what gets me out 

of  bed in the morning. My biggest 
dream I am still chasing today, 
although life has brought me to a 
place where I’m chasing it most 
unusually and uniquely, I’m more 
convinced of  my destiny than 
ever before. 

Dreams can change; old dreams 
can be replaced with new ones. If  
you didn’t pursue a goal earlier 
in life, it’s never too late to follow 
the same one or a new one now. I 
say go for it, and you’ll find that 
doors will open; you’ll be present-
ed with opportunities you would 
never have had if  you played it 
safe instead. 

Through the years, I’ve often 
wondered why everyone doesn’t 
chase after their dreams. Is it 
because they don’t have them? Is 
it because they don’t believe it’s 
possible to achieve them? 

I’ve heard people describe their 
dream as a pipe dream, defined in 
the dictionary as an unattainable 
hope or plan. I guess they say that 
because, at the outset, they told 
themselves it wasn’t possible, or 
maybe they tried, gave up, and 
decided it wasn’t meant to hap-
pen.

For those of  you who do believe 
it’s possible to accomplish your 
dreams, you may have weighed 
the risk. Many people are risk-
averse. Some might say that tak-
ing the risk of  following your 
dream is careless and self-destruc-
tive. I believe the opposite. I would 
never categorize carelessness and 
self-destructive behavior in the 
same category as following your 
dreams - no matter how risky. 

Many of  you who were reading 
this were fans of  my father, Gary 
W. Moore, who started this column 
four years ago. He was an author 
who is most known for his novel, 
“Playing with the Enemy,” which 
is still in print today. “Playing 
with the Enemy” earned him a 
great deal of  fan mail. It was his 
first book, and everyone seemed 
to love it. 

One person wrote to my father 
and told a story of  how he was 
a successful lawyer with a great 
family and how “Playing with 
the Enemy” taught him to for-
give himself. He had gone through 
many years of  regret, beating 
himself  up and feeling like a fail-
ure.

When my dad told me the story 
about this man,  I thought to 
myself, “How could he possibly 
feel like a failure? He was a suc-
cessful lawyer with a great family; 
what more could he want?”

It turns out he was an outstand-
ing boxer in his younger years. 
He decided to pursue a law career 
and give up his dream of  being a 
professional boxer because it was 
just too risky. In the years after his 
decision, he began to have regrets; 
as time went on, the regrets start-
ed to grate at his soul. It wasn’t 
until he read my father’s book 
decades later that he decided he 
needed to forgive himself.  

That story has stuck with me 
through the years. He didn’t fol-
low his dreams because he felt it 
was too risky. 

It reminds me of  my favorite 
quote by Jim Rohn: “It’s all risky, 
the minute you were born it got 
risky, if  you think trying is risky - 
wait till they hand you the bill for 
not trying. If  you think investing 
is risky - wait till you get the tab 
for not investing. It’s all risky, get-
ting married is risky, having chil-
dren is risky, going into business 
is risky, investing your money is 
risky, It’s all risky; I’ll tell you how 
risky life is - you’re not going to 
get out alive….”

If  you think following your 
dreams is risky - wait till they 
hand you the bill for not following 
your dreams.

It’s all risky. Are some dreams 
riskier than others? It all depends 
on what you’re willing to risk. 

Are you willing to risk facing 
the consequences for not stepping 
into the fullness of  your destiny?

25 ELM ST.
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

TELEPHONE: (508) 909-4126
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OPINION

Be revolutionary — celebrate Christmas

The unwinnable war of vitriol

To the Editor:
What I believe. Feel free to disagree. It’s 

time to be revolutionary.
Have you taken a moment to think 

about how significant Christmas has 
been in the history of  the U.S.A.?

When the Puritans arrived on Cape 
Cod in 1620, they were very pious and 
strict about religious observance.  On 
Christmas, there was altogether too 
much drinking, feasting, carousing, and 
mummering (parading in funny clothes) 
by the non-Puritans so, by 1659, they had 
issued a proclamation:  

“Publick Notice: the observance of  
Christmas having been declared a sac-
rilege, the exchanging of  gifts and greet-
ings, dressing in fine clothing, feasting, 
and similar Satanic practices are hereby 
forbidden with the offender liable to a 
fine.” 

I revere the Puritans. After all, they 
made America possible through great 
sacrifice and privation.  Yet they do 
remind me of  our modern Woke Mob, 
who ban things like liberty, equality, gen-
der, and feasting. They are trying to ban 
American Exceptionalism, but we are 
too exceptional to allow them to do that.

In the 1730’s and 1740’s, the colonies 
experienced the First Great Awakening 
- a  religious revival.  At the time of  the 
Revolutionary War, Christmas was a day 
of  religious observation, depending upon 
your religion.  Dissenters from the Church 
of  England (Baptists, Presbyterians, 
Methodists and Quakers) did not cele-
brate Christmas, but members of  the 
Church of  England, Lutherans, Dutch 
Reformed and Catholics did. The Jewish 
citizens of  Newport and Charleston did 
not. There was a strong interest in pro-
tecting religion from the government. 
The government was seen as a great 
Anaconda that would coil around you 
and squeeze you to death - kinda like our 
government is doing today.  

On Dec. 25, 1776, in Trenton, N.J., 
the Hessian mercenaries celebrated 
Christmas in the old way: feasting and 
drinking.  So General George Washington 
took advantage of  it and crossed the 
Delaware River in a howling Nor’easter 
with over 5,000 Continental soldiers to 
stun Britain and her mercenaries in two 
battle victories, starting on Christmas 
night.

After the Revolutionary War, when we 
had finally become the United States, 
Congress adopted the Constitution, along 

with the Bill of  Rights, in 1787. This 
included the First Amendment forbid-
ding the government from making any 
law respecting an establishment of  reli-
gion. 

In the 1800’s, the Second Great 
Awakening spread across America. 
Preachers held religious revivals. 
Methodists preachers rode the “circuit.” 
You will see remnants of  that today in 
Martha’s Vineyard: Circuit Avenue, the 
Tabernacle, and the Gothic cottages 
in Oak Bluffs (formerly the Methodist 
revival camp grounds).  

In 1822, Clement Moore (an Episcopal 
minister) wrote the Christmas poem,  
known today as “ ‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas.”  By the 1840’s (see it “live” 
at Old Sturbridge Village), the Christian 
ethos was strong. Many of  our favorite 
Christmas carols were written at that 
time: “Joy to the World,” “It Came Upon 
the Midnight Clear,” “O Come All Ye 
Faithful,” “Good King Wenceslas,” “We 
Three Kings of  Orient Are,” and “Hark! 
The Herald Angels Sing.”

By the 1860’s,  many God-fearing cit-
izens saw the Civil War as a religious 
event. White and black Abolitionists  
argued that God would allow bloodshed 
to continue until slavery was banished.  
Chaplains reported the last words of  
soldiers declaring their faith in their 
final moments on earth. Lincoln’s assas-
sination, reported in many churches on 
Easter Sunday, 1865, emphasized the reli-
gious message.

After World War II, America saw itself  
as a Christian nation in a cold war with 
atheistic Communism. Some labeled 
this time as the Third Great Awakening.  
Christmas was in full force and contin-
ues to this day.

We have become a nation welcoming 
all religions under the guarantee of  the 
First Amendment to the Constitution.  
Many celebrate Christmas. Many do not, 
and the Constitution defends their right 
not to.  Our glorious nation remains the 
City of  Light on the hill above the tyran-
nical religious persecution in our world 
today. 

Be revolutionary.  Celebrate Christmas 
if  you wish.  Study American history.  
It explains why we are an exceptional 
nation.  Let no one tell you any different. 
What say you? 

Nevertheless, she persisted.  
BEV GUDANOWSKI

UXBRIDGE

To the Editor:

Despite the simplified, affirmational 
stories that end up in our children’s 
history books after being sanitized and 
wrapped in swaddling cloth to soften 
and infantilize the reality of  their often 
conflicting complexities, America never 
actually has been as unified a country 
as many might suppose. Persisting and 
perennially chafing against a mytholo-
gized, largely imaginal National dream, 
are wildly divergent narratives and expe-
riences regarding what it means to be 
an American. If  there is anything the 
historical cacophony of  American voic-
es should have taught us by now it’s 
that none of  us, no group or individual, 
can win the debate of  what Americans 
should think, feel, or believe no matter 
how ridiculous, illogical, or maddening 
we think the views of  others are.

Consider, if  only as a momentary intel-
lectual exercise, that there is no evidence 
whatsoever that any political “discus-
sion” any of  us has ever had with a dia-
metrically opposed individual or group 
has or ever will win them over to our way 
of  thinking. Perhaps it’s an evolutionary 
design flaw that compels us to doggedly 
believe that by screaming more loudly, 
pounding our fists more vigorously, or 
devising ever more clever ways to dimin-
ish and demonize our opponents, we can 
win them over to what to us is obvious-
ly true. In our perpetual delusion, we 
behave as if  we believe that our brute 
passion will force an epiphany upon the 
desperately misguided other causing 
him to magically realize the errors of  
his ways and embrace our correct way 

of  thinking. Did this approach ever work 
with your kids? 

As Americans, we are badly in need 
of  a more rational strategy, a more rea-
sonable modus operandi by which to 
address the frighteningly polarized state 
of  National discourse. I reject rank emo-
tionalism and pointless vitriolic hyper-
bole as candidates for this better way. 
Haven’t we tried these long enough to see 
that they are increasing not decreasing 
the dangerous fracturing and polariza-
tion of  America? Instead, I suggest logic, 
tolerance, and calm rationalism as the 
only viable alternative. If  screaming and 
demonizing and pig-headedly clinging 
to our cherished notions of  Truth aren’t 
working, perhaps we are being chal-
lenged to reconsider our habitual tribal 
go-to and utterly ineffective approach. 

If  there’s anything that’s become clear 
in the past five or so years, it’s that all 
of  us have been badly mistaken in our 
blithe presumption regarding the success 
and endurance of  American democracy. 
Things only seem eternal until they’re 
not. Eternal dynasties and ideologies 
only reign supreme until they don’t. If  
there’s one thing both left and right can 
agree on it’s that the more or less unified 
America we thought we knew and could 
forever depend upon is rapidly devolving 
into something baser, crasser, and uglier. 
It’s time for a new way. Either we persist 
in pursuing demonstrably unsuccess-
ful past approaches, or we consciously 
engage evolution by trying a new way.

WAYNE BORDEN
NORTHBRIDGE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From apples to 
oranges (in stockings):

 The origins of 
Christmas traditions
Driving about town is fantastic this 

time of  year, as more and more homes 
are decorated with bright lights to wel-
come the holiday season.  Some people 
go all out, and others...well, they don’t, 
and that’s OK too.  The important thing 
to remember as we get older is that right 
now, as you read this, there are count-
less children counting down the days 
until Santa arrives, or just finishing up 
with Hanukkah.  

As our Editor was dragging their fam-
ily tree into the house over the weekend, 
they started to think about how silly 
this tradition was.  Why cut down a 
tree and drag it indoors, decorate it, 
and vacuum up pine needles all month 
long?   We will admit, having the tree is 
fun, especially at night.  With that, the 
research into holiday traditions began. 

Did you ever wonder where the tra-
dition of  the Christmas stocking came 
from, or why traditional Christmas col-
ors are red, green and gold or why 
Kentucky Fried Chicken in Japan is 
so busy on Christmas?   There are end-
less myths and fables surrounding the 
Christmas holiday, but there are even 
more interesting facts.  While research-
ing Christmas, and digging deep, we 
found a plethora of  fun and thought-pro-
voking facts worth sharing with our 
readers. 

The first one notes that early images 
of  St. Nicholas depict him as a strict dis-
ciplinarian rather than the overweight, 
jolly man in the red suit we see today. 
Way back when, a common Christmas 
eve tradition was to tell scary ghost sto-
ries by the fire, boo.   

In 1914, during the Great War, a 
truce between the United Kingdom 
and Germany was held.  They decorat-
ed their shelters for the holiday and 
exchanged gifts and even played a game 
of  football with each other. 

When a child drops a letter in the mail 
to Santa in America, the mail is sent to 
Santa Claus, Ind.  

Thanks to the province of  Nova Scotia, 
which, since 1918, has been sending the 
city of  Boston an enormous Christmas 
tree as a thank you for supporting them 
during the Halifax explosion. 

Pope Julius I proclaimed Dec. 25 as 
the official day to celebrate the birth of  
Christ in A.D. 350.  

For the past 40 years, people in 
Japan eat Kentucky Fried Chicken for 
Christmas dinner and must make their 
orders two months in advance. 

British illustrator John Callcott 
Horsley invented the first Christmas 
card in 1843. 

In England from 1649-1660, Puritanical 
guardian of  the realm Oliver Cromwell 
outlawed Christmas celebrations and 
carols, which he and his fellow Calvinists 
viewed as vestiges of  Catholic excess.

The first artificial Christmas trees 
were made in Germany out of  dyed 
goose feathers (we’re still trying to pic-
ture this one).   

X is the Greek letter “chi,” which is 
an abbreviation for the word “Christ” in 
Greek — hence the abbreviation X-mas 
being used so often.  

Several European countries thought 
that good and evil spirits were active 
during the Twelve Days of  Christmas.  
These ‘spirits’ then became known as 
Santa’s elves.  

Have you ever wondered what a ‘Yule’ 
log actually is?  We have too.  It is 
a large log that is burned during the 
Twelve Days of  Christmas as a symbol 
of  health, fertility, luck and is said to 
ward off  evil spirits. 

In Bolivia, there is a celebration called 
the ‘Mass of  the Rooster’ that takes 
place on Christmas Eve.  Some folks 
bring roosters to the mass to symbolize 
the thought that a rooster was the first 
animal to announce the birth of  Jesus. 

In 2010, the Columbian government 
hung lights on jungle trees.  When the 
FARC guerrillas sauntered by, the trees 
lit up and released banners asking the 
terrorists to lay down their weapons.  
As a result, 331 guerrillas peacefully 
re-entered into the community.  

Here’s an interesting one: the Bicycle 
card company created playing cards 
during WWII that revealed an escape 
route for POW’s in Germany. 

In the song “The Twelve Days of  
Christmas,” the verse referring to “true 
love” is a reference to God.  A “partridge 
in a pear tree” represents Christ and the 
“two turtledoves” represent the Old and 
New Testaments. 

Turn To EDITORIAL page A9
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It’s time once again to share some 
helpful hints readers send my way.  As 
we gear up for the holidays, the follow-
ing readers took time from their busy 
schedule to pass along a tip or trick 
they’ve picked up along the way.

Remember readers, you can win a 
three course dinner for two at Publick 
House!  Just send in your favorite hint! 
Good luck!

**
Want to save both money and calo-

ries? A reader figured out the correct 
ingredients to splitting a box mix in 
half  – no waste!

I have another hint for your column:
The two of  us love cupcakes from a cake 
mix but a full box is too much.  I divide 
the mix to one egg and divide the liquid 
the same.  The full mix usually requires 
2 or 3 eggs and produces 24 cupcakes so 
you can cut it down to 8 or 12 using only 
one egg.

Paul Davignon
Uxbridge, MA 01569
**
This reader’s recycling hint is a triple 

win!
For scented jar candles that you think 

have burned down as far as they will 
go but have leftover wax at the bottom 
(sometimes as much as a half  inch or 
more), don’t discard the wax. Break up 
the leftover wax in cubes and put them 
in a wax warmer/melter.  They will 
melt nicely and continue to give off  the 
scent and you will have saved money 
not buying wax cubes, and stopped the 
wasted wax form being added to the 

landfill!
Donna Joyce,
Southbridge, MA               
**
Oopsie!: A solution for 

the absent minded - this 
reader passed along a 
tried and true tip, that 
continues to come to the 
rescue!

If  you seal an enve-
lope and then realized you forgot to 
include something inside, just place 
your sealed envelope in the freezer for 
an hour or two. Viola, it unseals easily.

Donna Lewandowski
Charlton, MA
**

A longtime reader passes along 
another of  her successful remedies:

This tip worked, several months 
ago and again today.  A small piece of  
husk from an oat grain e.g. oatmeal, 
was stuck near the back of  my tongue.
Coughing forcefully didn’t work, gar-
gling with warm or cold water did not 
work.

I took a wooden long handled Q-tip, 
but regular size would work too, it is 
dry on the head and touched quickly 
and pulling forward, secured the husk 
and drug it to the front of  my mouth to 
remove safely (do not put too far back 
on the tongue to gag!). 

Also I teach CPR AED First Aid 
Professional Rescuers and if  necessary, 
would use this for someone. My dad, 
during the aging process, choked often, 
so I have spent many years helping him, 
and I have taught CPR etc. since 1985.

Also, if  the person is 
conscious, can speak, 
just can’t get it off  their 
tongue, a small piece of  
dry bread (1 inch), chewed 
well and swallowed will 
move it down.

Viola Bramel
Northbridge, MA
**
Publick House Dinner 

for Two Winner
Congratulations to Donna Joyce of  

Southbridge for her moneysaving can-
dle tip above.  Her name was drawn for 
a three course dinner for two!

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 

be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there 
to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters? If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers? Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email KDRR@aol.com. Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for 
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

Local deer hunters had a somewhat 
slow day this past Saturday west of  
Route 146, but hunters that put their 
time into areas north of  146 harvest-
ed a good number of  deer this past 
Saturday. A quick ride on Saturday 
to get results of  the deer harvest at 
Bob’s checking station was shocking 
but not unrealistic, tak-
ing into account the 
high harvest of  deer by 
archers a few weeks earli-
er. A total of  82 deer were 
checked in for the week 
at the Webster station, as 
of  noon Saturday, which 
included a six-point, 
174-pound buck. Lenny 
Audette harvested a 
huge 10-point buck in Uxbridge last 
week. Unfortunately, no picture was 
available at the time of  this writing.

A report by a Massachusetts Fish & 
Wildlife employee that only one deer 
had been checked in at noon on Saturday 
was a far cry from only a few years ago 
at the Webster station. Because of  the 
high population of  archers that now 
hunt deer in this state they now harvest 
more deer than during the shotgun sea-
son , which is one of  the contributing 
factors. Thirty-five automobiles were 
lined up along Route 16 from Douglas 
to Webster on opening day and only 
half  that many by last Saturday. All of  
the deer checked in were in good shape, 
according to the staff  at the Webster 
station.

This year, MF&W officials were swab-
bing the nose of  deer to get a more 

accurate account of  how many deer 
were infected with the Covid virus. No 
update on the results were available at 
the time of  this writing. Unfortunately, 
MF&W does not share to much informa-
tion on the deer harvest until next year, 
which makes it harder to inform our 
readers. The new checking system for 

registering harvested 
deer on line during the 
archery season, the last 
week of  shotgun, and 
the entire season on 
Black Powder has made 
it a lot easier for sports-
men to comply with the 
requirement.

Massachusetts shot-
gun deer season will 

end this Saturday December11, and 
the black powder season will open on 
Monday, Dec. 13. The black powder sea-
son will end at the end of  the month 
Dec. 31. The high tech black powder 
guns are now rifled, and are extremely 
accurate up to 100 yards, at least for 
those that are highly experienced in 
their use. There are still deer hunters 
that prefer to use the old flintlock rifles 
, making it a lot more challenging to 
harvest a white tail deer. Good luck!

The new MF&W licensing system is 
now up and running. This is the first 
year in a long time that an increase in 
license fees went into effect. The fees 
will automatically increase for the next 
few years. If  you have not been follow-
ing the news on license increases for 
hunters and fishermen for the last 12 
months, you will when you apply for 

your 2022 licenses and permits.
Duck hunting will reopen on Dec. 13 

in Central Massachusetts  with a daily 
bag limit of  six birds. The final season 
will close Jan. 1. Canada goose hunting 
will also reopen on Dec. 13. Hopefully, 
the snow will not blanket the fields 
during the season, making for some 
great shooting opportunities. If  snow 
does cover the fields, hunters will need 
to hunt rivers and streams, which 
is a lot more dangerous for man & 
dog. When a freeze up occurs during 
the late seasons, it drives the geese and 
ducks to open water, which often has a 
coating of  ice along the shoreline. It can 
be dangerous for both man & dog.

Over the years, numerous hunters 
and dogs have lost their life because of  
thin ice. Do not let it happen to you. On 
Jan. 15, the late Canada goose season 
opens in Massachusetts, and the daily 
bag limit goes to five birds. Your fed-
eral duck stamps are still good to hunt 
migratory birds into 2022, but you do 
need to purchase a new 2022 hunting 
license and state migratory stamp to 
hunt.

Ice fishing can hot be far off, I 
hope! More on this subject next week. 
Be sure to stay off  of  unsafe ice.

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

A tale of two hunts

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows a happy angler Dan Southwick, with a huge pike he caught a few 
years ago while ice fishing. Could this be you this year?

Readers Share Favorite Tips and Tricks

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

To the Editor:
The day was sunny and rather mild 

when citizens of  this town were given 
another great ‘gift’ by the First Night 
Committee!  Thank-you choruses 
should be shouted loudly for those vol-
unteers who labored long to give us a 

grand start to the Christmas season.  
After last year, no health challenges 
stopped plans for 2021, and this annual 
Christmas extravaganza was back big-
ger and better than ever, especially for 
those who witnessed the spectacular 
Santa parade! 

From groups gathered around front 
lawn fire pits from North Uxbridge 
southward to the dozens-deep crowd 
around the Town Common, everyone 
was in a festive spirit.  Watching march-
ing bands from Uxbridge and Douglas, 
dancing troops, State Rep. Mike Sotter’s 
huge float ‘raining’ snow and others, 
representing various Blackstone Valley 
businesses, sporting blow-up Christmas 
characters, a variety of  public safety 
equipment from various towns and ‘big 
rigs’ all trimmed in lights and blaring 
horns was exciting.  Santa brought up 
the rear of  the (approximately) 45-min-
ute parade that was magical for young 
and old alike.  And to end a fun day 
of  family fun, fireworks lit the night 
sky over the Mumford River around 
6 p.m.!  Speaking of  ‘lights’, thanks to 
the Arthur R. Taft Trustees the newly 
painted (former) Unitarian Church was 
‘magically’ aglow with illuminated bel-
fry windows and steeple. 

The library distributed (200!) craft 
kits for children; the Masonic Temple 
gave tours; the Simeon Wheelock House 
invited visitors to sign holiday cards for 
veterans in nearby VA hospitals; local 
businesses opened; musicians and craft 
purveyors populated the Common.  It 
seemed the day was nothing short of  a 
triumphant business and social success 
for the community.  

All this is thanks for the tireless 
volunteer efforts of  the First Night 
Committee!  As they say in marketing, 
Uxbridge is ‘on the map’ with this event.  
Well done, everyone involved especially 
at the Mendon Street Kitchen!  

With heartfelt thanks…          
JANE F. KEEGAN

UXBRIDGE

Horns, lights, fireworks on Dec. 4 in Uxbridge!

Did you ever wonder why the colors 
red, green and gold are affiliated with 
Christmas?  The color green is a symbol 
of  life and rebirth, red symbolizes the 
blood of  Christ and gold is a symbol of  
light, wealth and royalty. 

Christmas trees are grown for roughly 
15 years before they are purchased.  

In Poland, spider webs are a common 
decoration for trees because a spider, 
according to legend, wove a blanket for 
baby Jesus. 

In 1836, Alabama was the first state 
in the country to officially recognize 
Christmas.  

Mistletoe is considered sacred to the 
Druids because it produces fruit and 
remains green throughout the winter.  
The Druids never let the plant hit the 
ground and believed that it was a cure 
for infertility and warded off  evil spirits. 

President Teddy Roosevelt, widely 
acknowledged as one of  the first envi-
ronmental advocates, banned Christmas 
trees from the White House in 1901.  

Apples were the first Christmas tree 
decorations.  

Why do we hang stockings by the 
chimney with care?  Apparently, there 
were three sisters who were too poor 
to afford a marriage dowry and were 
bound to end up on the streets.  Bishop 
Saint Nicholas filled their stockings 
with gold coins, and their lives were 
forever changed. 

We hope you enjoyed these fun 
Christmas facts, and hope that you have 
a happy holiday season filled with end-
less laughter and memories to last a life 
time. 
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To advertise in this directory the 2nd and 4th weeks of

the month, please call June at 508-909-4062

or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news.

It’s the best deal in the house!

Frank
Home: (508) 278-0186 
Cell: (508) 320-0867

usefreshstartpainting@gmail.com

PAINTING
FRESH START

PAINTING
“Give Your House A Fresh Start”

Free Estimates
Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing

Fully Insured
Over 30 Years Experience

MASONRY
ALL TYPES

CHIMNEYS BUILT &
REPAIRED, STONE WALLS, STEPS, 

WALKWAYS, BLOCK WORK & MORE.

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES 

IN BUSINESS OVER 25 YEARS

BOB LATIMORE
GENERAL MASONRY

N. UXBRIDGE, MA. 508-278-3913

MASONRY

ROOFING
SHINGLES

OR
RUBBER

MASTER
CRAFTSMAN
CERTAINTEED

VINYL
SIDING

Bill Skerry 508-414-9457

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

Quality Work... Always

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

ROOFING

EDITORIAL
continued from page A8

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325
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All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 14 at Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Dec. 17 vs. Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Dec. 21 at Leicester High, 6:30
Dec. 23 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 28 vs. Oxford High, 5:30
Jan. 4 vs. David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Jan. 7 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 11 at Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 14 vs. Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 18 vs. Grafton High, 6:30

Jan. 20 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 24 vs. Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 28 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Jan. 31 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Feb. 3 at Grafton High, 6:30
Feb. 7 vs. Sutton High, 6:30
Feb. 10 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 15 at Douglas High, 6:30
Feb. 17 at Millbury High, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 13 vs. Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Dec. 16 at Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Dec. 20 vs. Leicester High, 6:30

Dec. 23 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 29 vs. Blackstone Valley Tech, 

5:30
Jan. 3 at David Prouty Regional, 6
Jan. 6 at Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 10 vs. Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 13 at Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 21 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 25 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 31 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Feb. 4 vs. Grafton High, 6:30
Feb. 8 vs. Weston High, 6:30
Feb. 11 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 18 vs. Notre Dame Academy, 6:30

Ice Hockey
Dec. 18 at Foxborough High, 5:20
Dec. 22 vs. Westborough High, 4
Jan. 3 at Hopedale High, 7:30
Jan. 8 at Assabet Valley, 6:30
Jan. 12 at Fitchburg High, 5:30
Jan. 15 at St. Paul School, 6:40
Jan. 19 vs. Burncoat High, 8:10
Jan. 22 at Nashoba Regional, 5:50
Jan. 24 vs. St. Paul School, 8
Jan. 29 vs. Hopedale High, 12:10
Feb. 2 vs. Assabet Valley, 4
Feb. 5 vs. Danvers High, 12:10
Feb. 7 vs. Grafton High, 4

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Dec. 14 vs. Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Dec. 17 vs. Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Dec. 20 at David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Dec. 23 vs. Northbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 4 vs. Leicester High, 6:30

Jan. 7 at Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 10 vs. Grafton High, 6:30
Jan. 12 vs. Worcester Tech, 6:30
Jan. 14 at Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 18 at Advanced Math and Science 

Academy, 6
Jan. 20 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 24 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 28 at Blackstone Valley Tech, 6:30
Jan. 31 vs. Douglas High, 6:30
Feb. 3 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Feb. 8 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 6:30

Feb. 10 at Northbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 15 vs. Oxford High, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 9 vs. Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Dec. 13 vs. Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Dec. 16 at Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Dec. 20 vs. David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Dec. 23 at Northbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 3 at Leicester High, 6:30
Jan. 6 vs. Millbury High, 6:30

Jan. 10 at Grafton High, 6:30
Jan. 13 vs. Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 21 vs. Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 25 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 28 vs. Blackstone Valley Tech, 

6:30
Jan. 31 at Douglas High, 5
Feb. 3 at Auburn High, 6:30
Feb. 8 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Feb. 11 vs. Northbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 15 at Doherty High, 6:30
Feb. 18 vs. Sutton High, 6:30

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 13 vs. Blackstone Valley Tech, 

6:30
Jan. 5 at Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 7 at Hopedale High, 6:30
Jan. 10 at Blackstone Valley Tech, 6:30
Jan. 12 vs. Whitinsville Christian 

School, 6:30
Jan. 14 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 6:30

Jan. 18 vs. Framingham High, 6:30
Jan. 19 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Jan. 21 vs. Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 26 vs. Hopedale High, 6:30
Jan. 28 at Whitinsville Christian 

School, 6:30
Jan. 31 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 2 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Feb. 4 vs. Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Feb. 8 at Oxford High, 6:30
Feb. 15 vs. Northbridge High, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 13 at Blackstone Valley Tech, 6:30
Dec. 15 vs. Oxford High, 5
Dec. 28 at Bellingham High, 3:45
Jan. 5 vs. Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 7 vs. Hopedale High, 6:30
Jan. 10 vs. Blackstone Valley Tech, 

6:30
Jan. 12 at Whitinsville Christian 

School, 6:30
Jan. 14 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Jan. 19 vs. Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 5
Jan. 21 at Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 26 at Hopedale High, 6:30
Jan. 28 vs. Whitinsville Christian 

School, 6:30
Jan. 31 vs. Uxbridge High, 5
Feb. 2 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Feb. 4 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 5
Feb. 8 at Burncoat High, 6:30
Feb. 16 vs. Bartlett High, 5
Feb. 18 at Bartlett High, 5

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 15 vs. Maimonides School, 6:30
Dec. 17 at St. Bernard’s High, 6:30
Jan. 5 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Jan. 7 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 6:30

Jan. 10 vs. St. Bernard’s High, 6:30
Jan. 12 at Douglas High, 6:30
Jan. 14 at Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 19 vs. Hopedale High, 6:30
Jan. 21 vs. Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Jan. 26 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Jan. 28 vs. Douglas High, 6:30
Jan. 31 vs. Bethany Christian 

Academy, 6:30
Feb. 2 vs. Sutton High, 6:30
Feb. 4 at Hopedale High, 6:30

Feb. 7 at St. Paul School, 6:30
Feb. 9 vs. Weston High, 6:30
Feb. 11 at Blackstone Valley Tech, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 15 vs. Maimonides School, 5
Jan. 3 vs. St. Bernard’s High, 6:30
Jan. 5 vs. Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Jan. 7 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Jan. 10 at St. Bernard’s High, 6:30
Jan. 12 vs. Douglas High, 6:30

Jan. 14 vs. Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 19 at Hopedale High, 6:30
Jan. 21 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Jan. 26 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Jan. 28 at Douglas High, 6:30
Feb. 2 at Sutton High, 6:30
Feb. 4 vs. Hopedale High, 6:30
Feb. 7 vs. Dover-Sherborn High, 6:30
Feb. 16 vs. Holliston High, 6:30

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at Sutton High, 6:30
Dec. 13 at Douglas High, 6:30
Dec. 15 at University Park School, 6:30
Dec. 20 at Nipmuc Regional, 6:30
Jan. 5 at Keefe Tech, 5:30
Jan. 7 at Advanced Math and Science 

Academy, 4:45
Jan. 10 vs. Douglas High, 6:30

Jan. 14 vs. Monty Tech, 6:30
Jan. 19 at Assabet Valley, 6:30
Jan. 21 vs. Bay Path Regional, 6:30
Jan. 26 at Parker Charter, 6
Jan. 28 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 31 vs. Abby Kelley Foster, 6:30
Feb. 2 vs. Worcester Tech, 6:30
Feb. 9 at Abby Kelley Foster, 6:30
Feb. 11 vs. Whitinsville Christian 

School, 6:30
Feb. 14 vs. Assabet Valley, 6:30
Feb. 16 vs. Advanced Math and 

Science Academy, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at Tyngsborough High, 6
Dec. 13 vs. Douglas High, 5
Dec. 15 vs. Monty Tech, 6:30
Dec. 20 vs. Nipmuc Regional, 5
Dec. 22 vs. Leicester High, 5
Dec. 29 at Northbridge High, 5:30
Jan. 7 vs. Advanced Math and Science 

Academy, 6:30
Jan. 10 at Douglas High, 5
Jan. 14 at Monty Tech, 6:30
Jan. 19 vs. Assabet Valley, 6:30

Jan. 21 at Bay Path Regional, 5
Jan. 26 vs. Parker Charter, 6:30
Jan. 28 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 31 at Leicester High, 6:30
Feb. 2 at Worcester Tech, 5
Feb. 7 vs. Maynard High, 6:30
Feb. 9 vs. Abby Kelley Foster, 6:30
Feb. 12 vs. Hudson High, 1
Feb. 14 at Assabet Valley, 6:30
Feb. 16 at Advanced Math and Science 

Academy, 4:45

NORTHBRIDGE HIGH WINTER SCHEDULE

UXBRIDGE HIGH WINTER SCHEDULE

DOUGLAS HIGH WINTER SCHEDULE

WHITINSVILLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL WINTER SCHEDULE

WORCESTER — Rivera Promotions 
Entertainment (RPE) is bringing pro-
fessional boxing back to Webster for the 
first time in 27 years on Saturday night, 
Dec. 18, at Webster Town Hall.

RPE’s popular “New England Future 
VIII” will be headlined by a rematch of  
arguably the 2021 New England Fight of  
the Year to date between Puerto Rico-
native Wilfredo “El Sucaro” Pagan (6-1-

1, 3 KOs) and Carlos Marrero, III (2-6-2), 
who fought to a thrilling 6-round split 
draw this past Aug. 14 in Worcester.

Three-time, two-division World 
champion, RPE promoter Jose Antonio 
Rivera, fought in the last show in Webster 
back on Nov. 18, 1994, when the then 11-0 
Rivera stopped Gerry O’Campo in the 
fourth round at Municipal Auditorium. 
Rivera also fought at the Municipal 

Building in Webster on Dec. 10, 1993, 
knocking out Julio Torres in round 
three. Fighting on that same card was 
his close friend, 3-0 Worcester heavy-
weight Bobby Harris, whose son Bobby 
“BH3” Harris, III will be fighting on the 
RPE Dec. 18 card.

“Being able to run a boxing event at 
the Webster Town Hall is very exciting 
for me,” Rivera said. “I remember fight-

ing there in ’93 and ’94 and the place 
being packed. The fans are so close to 
you, it has a Blue Horizon feel to it with 
fans right above your head in the balco-
ny section. In our ‘New England Future’ 
series, we like to showcase boxers from 
all over New England and we are happy 
to bring that to Webster, Massachusetts. 
The fans will not be disappointed with 
our line-up of  boxers from Worcester, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Lowell, 
Southbridge and other cities and states 
throughout New England.”

Pagan, fighting out of  Southbridge, 
and Bridgeport’s Marrero, III will 
be fighting again for the vacant 
New England Super Lightweight 
Championship in the 6-round main 
event.

The original Pagan-Marrero was an 
extremely entertaining, non-stop clash 
in which momentum swung round by 
round from one fighter to the other. One 
judge scored the fight 58-56 in favor or 
Pagan, another 55-59 for Marrero, and 
the last 57-57.

Tickets are priced at $75 (reserved 
seating) and $45 (general admission) 
and available for purchase or by con-
tacting Jose Rivera (elgallojar@gmail.
com/508.864.6954), AJ Rivera

( a n t h o n e e r i v e r a @ g m a i l .
com/774.272.2269) or any of  the fight-
ers. Doors open at 6 p.m. ET, first bout 
at 7 p.m. ET.

Pro boxing returns to Webster for first time in 27 years

Photos courtesy Cristian Nunez

Carlos Marrero, III (L) and Wilfredo Pagan battled to a draw this past 
August.

Main event fighters Wilfredo Pagan and Carlos Marerro, III will meet 
in a rematch of their exciting draw earlier this year, once again, for 
the vacant New England Junior Welterweight title.

NEW ENGLAND� S FUTURE VIII SET FOR DEC. 18

BLACKSTONE VALLEY TECH WINTER SCHEDULE
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

PRICE
REDUCED
$60,000

1.5 acres, 26’ living/dining 
room, Fireplace, 2 baths, 2100 
sq.�., 2 car garage

63 Klebart Avenue ~ $429,900

4 bedroom, 1/2 acre lot, Fire-
place, Small barn or workshop

56 Ash Street ~ $234,900

NEW LISTING:
3 units, Unique 
duplex style, 2 
units- 2 bedrooms 
ea., modern bath 
& kitchens, 1st 
�r unit possible 3 
bdrms, Sided, De-

tached garage, Updated electrical service
92 West Main St ~ $425,000

6 Units: Sided, 6  (1) bedroom  units, Recent 
roof, Detached barn
227 School St ~ $525,000

DUDLEY WEBSTER

WEBSTER WEBSTER

ON DEPOSIT

Ask about the 
Homes For Heroes 

Program 
for Buyers 
or Sellers

* Reward and Incentives
Call Diane or Jo-Ann

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Seasons Greetings - Happy Holidays

WEBSTER LAKE –  701 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE – 50 Laurelwood Drive! 90’ Waterfront! 
Western Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! Half Acre, 22,729’, of Natural 
Privacy! 6 Room Custom Built Cedar Home with 2 Car Attached 
Garage! Dining Area and Fireplaced Living Room with Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings! First Floor Master Bedroom with Full Bath! 2 
Second Floor Bedrooms and Second Full Bath, Large Second Floor 
Expansion Area! Additional Garage Space Under! Lighting Strike 
Fire Damage Repair Required! Tons of Potential! $889,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Scenic Ave! Views 
of Webster Lake! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Work-in Applianced Kit! Dining Area 
w/Cathedral Ceiling! Living Rm w/
Pine Flooring, Hearth & Woodstove! 
1st Flr Bedrm, 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full 
Baths! Expandable Walk-out Lower 
Level! Buderus Oil Heat! Recent 
Roof & Siding! $299,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer widows 
& heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. Lg eat-in 
kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming fireplace with 
handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, spacious enough 
for your family gatherings. lower level fireplace family room, 
Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. Reduced $340,000.

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

SORRY SOLD!

THOMPSON CT - 15 WAGER RD 

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.

Featured New Listing! 

Cape with3 bedrooms, gleaming hardwoods, stone fire-
place. Septic (2019), replacement windows, family and 
dining room, fresh paint throughout! Generator hook up, 
and updated Buderus boiler with holding tank. Garage 
under. This one maybe for you! assisted sale $279,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet sum-
mers on big & beautiful Webster 
Lake! 6 Rooms. Open Floor Plan! 
Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & 
Carpet. Master Bedroom, W/2 
Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths 
Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat 
Slips! Heated Pool! Natural Sandy 
Beach! $439,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 
Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St. - Approx. 8.47 Acres! River Frontage.
NEW PRICE  $79,500.

Webster - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES! onSUGERLOAF HILL 
1000+/- of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000.

Webster - COOPER RD - 2 BUILDABLE LOTS! 
Water & SEWER Access. Zoned Lake Res.! 

$24,500. Each

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/CHARLTON

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Multi-Familys - 4 Buildings! 9 Occupied Resi-
dential Units! 1 Occupied Commercial Unit! Huge 
BONUS, Drive through Heated Garage, can ac-
commodate up to 18 Vehicles!    $975,000.

Unit 1404 Marina side of the Complex - with 2 
Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons 
on Big & Beautiful Webster Lake. 
Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 
Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must see. 
Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale 
$600,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT IN 6 DAYS

SORRY SOLD!

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

WEBSTER - 20 & 22 COOPER RD

LAND  with Sewer & Water access! Excellent 
Opportunity for New Homes! Boat Ramp Near 
by! $24,500., each.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-148 HAMILTON ST.

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$167,065,480.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669
 774-230-5044 

Buying or Selling? — Are you eligible for a Hero Reward

Average Hero Reward® Savings: $2400
NO RED TAPE • NO HIDDEN FEES • NO CATCH

Receive significant Hero Rewards savings when you buy, sell or refinance a home with our 
real estate, mortgage, title and home inspection specialist

Our Families 
working hard for 

your Family’s Real 
Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 
508-826-8553

angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber 
508-887-5136

janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries
(The DeVries Team)

508-320-1018
randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

“It is our sincere hope 
to one day–sooner rath-
er than later–be accessi-
ble to all patrons,” said 
Library Director Justin 
Snook.

The Trustees began a 
capital campaign in 2020 
with a goal of  $400,000, 
and the four main goals, 
according to Snook, are: 
an entrance to the build-
ing that is accessible; 
code-compliant paved 

parking connected to 
that accessible entrance; 
an elevator to provide 
access to both floors; 
and an accessible public 
restroom.

“If  we focus on what 
we need rather than what 
we want, these things can 
be accomplished with 
minimal alteration and 
invasion of  the Library’s 
existing space,” Snook 
said. “What we want to 
avoid at all costs is a sit-
uation in which a signifi-
cant amount of  money is 
spent to go through plan-

ning and proposal pro-
cesses with no end-game 
funding strategy besides 
a debt exclusion article 
on the ballot.”

Preliminary discus-
sions with a joint sub-
committee estimate that 
this “will be somewhere 
around a $500,000 proj-
ect.”

Snook added that 
if  residents are able to 
contribute to the capital 
campaign, they can do so 
by visiting the Friends of  
the Library page at mysf-

pl.org/friends, by signing 
up to support the library 
through Amazon Smile, 
or by mailing a check 
made out to the Library 
INT Building Fund to 
PO Box 607, Douglas, MA 
01516.

“As Library Director, I 
am strongly advocating 
that we collect enough 
capital to see the project 
through before commit-
ting further funds to plan-
ning and design,” Snook 
said in a statement on the 
library’s Web site. “Once 
we have enough funds to 

reasonably guarantee the 
project will reach frui-
tion, we can proceed with 
confidence that resources 
are going to a good use 
instead of  out the win-
dow.”

In other news, the 
library’s new Thinkpads 
are now available. Five 
IBM Thinkpads are cir-
culating with a two-hour 
loan period, Snook said. 
A library card in good 
standing will be required 
to for use. The library is 
also collecting donations 
of  unused video games, 

including Nintendo, 
PlayStation, Xbox, and 
more.

“Since our collection 
development budget is 
not infinite, we have to 
prioritize what we buy 
for our shelves. We’re 
a library, so books are 
always our first priori-
ty,” Snook said. “Literacy 
isn’t limited to the writ-
ten word, though, and we 
aim to provide access to 
all sorts of  media. Video 
games represent a format 
in which we are extreme-
ly lacking.”

LIBRARY
continued from page A1

given their service.”

“The Grafton Police Department is 
grateful to take part in the Coats 4 Vets 
distribution program to ensure that 
local veterans have a warm coat and 
other basic necessities throughout the 
winter season,” said Crepeau. “Anything 
we can do to assist our veterans is but a 
small token of  appreciation for their 
service and sacrifice for our country.”

The Massachusetts Military Support 
Foundation has been collecting coats 
from people across the Commonwealth 
and has now distributed them to loca-
tions across the state so that they can 
now be given to veterans in need.

Any veteran in Grafton or the greater 
Central Massachusetts area may pick 
up their free winter coat at the Grafton 
Police Department. Anyone interest-
ed in picking up a coat may also call 
the station directly for information on 
what is available. The Grafton Police 
Department can be reached at 508-839-
5343, and is located at 28 Providence Rd., 
Grafton, MA 01519.

COATS
continued from page A1

spent time at the Feedback Earth 
facility and worked with the owner 
to end the smell. The town reported 
that it received correspondence from 
Feedback Earth.

“Our mission is to provide a scaled, 
economic facility to process food 
waste into high quality animal feed—
and thus supplement the local agricul-
tural industry,” wrote David Jenicek, 
Ph.D. 

Chief  Operating Officer of  Feedback 
Earth, in the correspondence. “The 
new facility...was designed to process 
over 10 percent of  the food waste of  
Massachusetts and we’re actively 
sourcing and developing new sources 
of  materials to process safely.”

In the correspondence, Jenicek said 
that the facility runs two products, 
including a dry bakery product that 
consists of  a blend of  bakery waste, 
including bread and flour, and a soy 
product made from tofu and tofu man-
ufacturing byproducts.

“Our industrial dryer removes 
moisture from waste tofu and produc-
es dry soybean meal as an ingredient 
in animal feed. Soybean meal is one 
of  the most valuable feed materials—
and our plant can uniquely transform 
tofu (which spoils and otherwise just 
gets thrown out) into dry, shelf-stable 
feed,” Jenicek wrote. “Unfortunately, 
processing this soy-based product pro-
duces a strong, unpleasant odor. This 
is completely unlike our bakery prod-
uct, which is generally odorless, and it 
caught us by surprise when we ran this 
new ‘recipe’ for the first time.”

During the company’s daily Safety 
and Product Debrief, they discussed 
how they were potentially “over-roast-
ing the material,” and then tuned their 
drying parameters down, although this 
had no effect on odor release, the corre-
spondence read.

“First of  all, I can assure you that 
the odor is natural (albeit pungent) 
for fresh tofu—and there are no toxic, 
rancid, or otherwise unsafe chemicals 
emitted from this material’s drying,” he 
wrote. “However, we absolutely recog-
nize that this community disturbance is 
completely unacceptable and are taking 

measures to address this odor compre-
hensively.”

At the time of  the correspondence, 
Jenicek wrote that Feedback Earth was 
in the process of  specifying and install-
ing an industrial-grade, active deodoriz-
ing system that will “neutralize vapors 
exiting our stacks.”

“Furthermore, our facility will not 
run the soy product until this deodor-
ization system is installed and tested,” 
Jenicek wrote, adding that they would 
notify the Board of  Health ahead of  the 
renewed “testing” of  the soy-product 
recipe once they felt the deodorizing 
system was ready. “We strongly believe 
this system will address odor emissions 
from our plant comprehensively—and 
we apologize for the disturbance caused 
to the community during this initial 
learning. We strive to be good corporate 
citizens and reset the relationship this 
specific site has had with the surround-
ing community in the past.”

Residents with concerns about this 
trial were asked to contact the Grafton 
Board of  Health via email at healthd-
ept@grafton-ma.gov.

TESTING
continued from page A1

Socially Speaking…
Holiday Events, Church Services, 
Seniors and Civic Events

Call June 
at 508-909-4062 or 
email jsima@stonebridgepress.news 

STARTING AT $25 A WEEK
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FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

HOMEMAKERS / PC AIDES 
WANTED

Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours
Must have car

Work in Milford, MA area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE at

(508) 478-3500
for more information

SPEAKER FOR SALE
Sonos Best Woofer
Brand New $300

4 LADDER BACK 
CHAIRS

$100 ea
Call 508-885-6988

FOR SALE
Craftsman 24" 
snow blower

electric start 
model no. 247.889571

used for partial, 
LIKE NEW

asking $425
Call 508-476-9885

SOUTHBRIDGE
4 rooms

Bedroom, living room,
 dining, kitchen & bath
All appliance included 

Looking for single person 
No Smoking, No Pets

Electric heat
$800/month

First last security 
508-765-5129

FOR ADVERTISING
 INFORMATION

CALL 508-764-4325

Hiring?
Reach More
Local Applicants

HelpWanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(508) 764-4325

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

SUTTON — Sutton Fire Chief  
Matthew Belsito was recently 
recognized and honored at the 
state’s Firefighter of  the Year 
awards ceremony.

Belsito received an Individual 
Meritorious Conduct Award for 
his efforts, while on vacation, 
to save a father and son who 
had been swept out to sea by a 
fast-moving current.

“Firefighter of  the Year award 
recipients are usually nominat-
ed by the chiefs of  their depart-
ments; this one was nominated 
by the chief  in the town where 
he was vacationing,” the state’s 
Department of  Fire Services 
released in a statement.

On July 8, 2020, Belsito was 
listening to his two-way radio 
while vacationing in Sandwich, 
according to the Department 
of  Fire Services. He overheard 
an urgent call to the Sandwich 
Fire Department reporting two 
people in Scorton Creek being 
swept out to sea by a fast-moving 
current.

“A full marine response was 
launched but could not arrive for 
at least 10 minutes. Fortunately, 
Chief  Belsito was not only near-
by but also familiar with the 

area’s currents and waterways—
and he knew time was of  the 
essence,” the statement read. 
“He jumped into a boat with his 
brother and nephew, and within 
two minutes located the father 
and son, who were not wear-
ing life jackets and barely hold-
ing onto a tube. Chief  Belsito 
brought them onboard, radioed 
the Sandwich Fire Department 
that he had retrieved them, and 
stayed with them until paramed-
ics arrived.”

Belsito was among the fire-
fighters from 14 fire depart-
ments statewide who were hon-
ored by Governor Charlie Baker, 
Lieutenant Governor Karyn 
Polito, Public Safety Secretary 
Terrence M. Reidy, and State 
Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey 
at the recent ceremony, held at 
Worcester’s Mechanics Hall.

“These awards recognize acts 
of  bravery and dedication that 
are remarkable even by the high 
standard set for Massachusetts 
firefighters,” said Gov. Charlie 
Baker. “Through their courage, 
compassion, and commitment 
to helping others no matter the 
risk to themselves, the men and 
women we honor today repre-
sent the very best of  the fire 
service.”

“The Commonwealth’s fire-
fighters demonstrate bravery 
and professionalism every day, 

and our communities are grate-
ful for the service of  these ded-
icated public safety profession-
als,” said Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito. 
“It’s a privilege to recognize this 
year’s award winners and thank 
fire service personnel across the 
Commonwealth for doing such a 
difficult, dangerous job so well 
every day.”

Since their inception in 
1990, the Firefighter of  the 
Year Awards have grown from 
a simple ceremony to the pre-
mier annual event for the 
Massachusetts fire service, hon-
oring “truly remarkable acts of  
courage, service, and sacrifice” 
by the Commonwealth’s fire-
fighters and recognizing their 
“invaluable contributions” to 
the communities they serve.

“Firefighters have helped 
make Massachusetts a national 
leader in fire prevention strat-
egies and one of  the most fire-
safe states in the country,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter J. 
Ostroskey. “But when a fire does 
break out and puts people in 
danger, Massachusetts firefight-
ers are there to bring them to 
safety—no matter when, where, 
or what the call might be. The 
Firefighter of  the Year awards 
recognize their individual and 
collective acts of  bravery and 
service that truly go above and 
beyond the call of  duty.

GRAFTON — A summer wind storm knocked the six-foot 
tall, gilded cast iron weathervane off  the top of  the historic 
Grafton Unitarian Church. On the way down, the weath-
ervane damaged the steeple, roof, and front of  the church 
building.

Valley Restoration of  Torrington, Conn. has been hired to 
repair the damage. Valley specializes in the repair and resto-
ration of  New England churches.

At the same time, the church is updating electrical and 
information technology capabilities to support ongoing live 
broadcasts of  church services on the Internet. 

Plans are also being drawn for a handicapped ramp to 
improve building accessibility, as well as installation of  
updated exit and emergency lighting.

Sutton Fire Chief receives 
“Firefighter of the Year” award

Repairs to Grafton Unitarian 
Church begin
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Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278
www.NoreasterRoo�ng.com

Visit our showroom 
1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907 HIC#160483

Over 
30 Years 

Experience

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Call or stop by for more details. 
Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Call or stop by for more details. 

Shopping All Day?
Save yourself some time, Let us do the cooking!

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD

TRUST YOUR NEIGHBORS ~ StonebridgePress.com

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?
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Come Join Our Team

Want a NEW CAREER? Caring for others is rewarding! 
We will send the right candidates to school to become a 

certified nursing assistant. 
Apply online and start helping others today!

Seeking ALL 
Direct Care Staff 

including
FT & PT days shift dietary aides

FT Floor Tech
FT Housekeeper
PT Laundry Aide

FT overnight Nurses
FT overnight CNAs

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Using ON-SHIFT for scheduling –  get paid up to 50% of your shift the day after you work!Using ON-SHIFT for scheduling –  get paid up to 50% of your shift the day after you work!

$5 Dunkins Card 
for every interview
Raffles • Giveaways

OPEN HOUSE 
EVERY WEDNESDAY

*SIGN-ON BONUSES:  
$10,000 FT overnight nurses & 5K for referrals
$7,500 evening nurses & 3K for referrals
$5,000 daytime nurses & 3K for referrals
$3,000 FT aids & 1K for referrals

Till the end of the year

from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

We now have the 
HIGHEST RATES 

in Worcester 
County for direct 

care staff!

We are a 
Deficiency-Free community 

facility in a beautiful 
small town 

with a family feel.

We Offer Great Benefits
Health and Dental 
Flexible schedules
High Rates

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Sign-On Bonuses 
up to $10,000*
Referral Bonus 
(for when you bring a friend)

Education Reimbursement

Higher Wages 
Even Higher Wages for 
Full and Part-time Staff

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

For more information please contact: Julie Stapleton at 508.867.7716
APPLY ONLINE AT: www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Check out our team on Facebook

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center




