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Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family
SPENCER FAMILY DENTAL

Cosmetic Dentistry  • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry New 
Patients 

Welcome 

 We Strive 
For Painless 

Dentistry

Wishing you bright & healthy smiles for the new 
year & always from our family to yours! 

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna
Conveniently Located On Route 9 • (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.) 

284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

WE NOW OFFER IN-HOUSE DENTAL INSURANCE

95 E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware 
Just Over The West Brookfield Line 413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078

Come in and visit or browse our lineup at: www.guzikmotors.com

Check our website 
for gimmick-free prices

Guzik Motor Sales Inc.
“Car buying the way it should be!”

Family owned & operated for 59 years!
Celebrate the NEW YEAR 

with this ALL-NEW Jeep Grand 

Cherokee L Limited 4x4!

7 pass, 6 cyl, Nav, Leather, Temp 

Control, WIFI, Parking Sensors and 

Rear Camera, Front Dual Zone 

A/C, Trailer Tow Package

STK 142837 

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The 
Charlton Board of  Health 
has voted against sup-
porting a proposed litter-
ing bylaw, believing the 
law would not actually 
deter litter bugs from 
committing their acts.

The board discussed 
the matter with the newly 
renamed Keep Charlton 
Beautiful Committee 
(formerly the Recycling 
Committee) where Joe 
Mahaney explained the 
details of  the proposal 
which he has been work-
ing on in partnership 
with the Keep Charlton 
Beautiful Committee 
through much of  the 
year. After noticing that 

littering is a problem for 
the town compromising 
its beauty and attractive-
ness, Mahaney and oth-
ers felt putting a bylaw 
in place could help deter 
these actions more thor-
oughly on a town level.

“We’re talking about 
what we can do to control 
litter, and it’s an insid-
ious problem. I don’t 
know if  anyone has any 
magic formula to control 
it. It’s a difficult thing to 
do. We’ve talked to vari-
ous people in town that 
had some experience 
with it and one of  them 
was the Chief  of  Police 
Dan Dowd. He echoed the 
same sentiment that it’s a 

Board of Health 
nixes litter bylaw

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — Fire department issues 
took center stage at the Dec. 6 selectmen’s 
meeting, with some contention over how 
the deputy chief ’s job description was being 
crafted and other concerns.

Despite that, Town Administrator Jeff  
Bridges said, “I believe tonight we overcame 
some of  those hurdles and we’ve identified 
some of  those roles and responsibilities, and 
we agreed on some good things we can use 
going forward.”

Selectman Jamie Goodwin agreed, saying, 
“Yes, there has been a great deal of  ten-
sion and operational hurdles.” But he said 
he feels tonight’s meeting was “courteous, 
thoughtful and professional,” and things 
have seen “quite a successful few months.”

Fire department 
takes center stage 
in Sturbridge

Please Read BOS, page A6 Please Read BOH, page A6

C H A R L T O N 
— MassHire Worcester 
Career Center 
announced the award-
ing of  $8,000 in train-
ing grant for Bay Path 

RVTHS Practical 
Nursing Academy stu-
dent Kate Abrafi Nsiah 
of  Worcester.

Nsiah is a Certified 
Nursing Assistant (CNA) 
with the Worcester 
Rehabilitation and 
Health Care Center. 
She graduated from the 
Presbyterian Senior 
Secondary School in 
Bechem, Ghana earn-
ing her high school cer-
tificate. She obtained 
her certificate as a 
nursing assistant from 
Fieldstone School in 
Worcester. Nsiah is 
described as a detail-ori-
ented CNA with mul-
tiple years of  health 
experience to deliver 

high-quality patient-cen-
tered care. She is tal-
ented at attending to 
patients in diverse 
healthcare settings and 
liaises well with other 
healthcare profession-
als and families to pro-
vide continuous qual-
ity patient care. Nsiah 
also has a background 
in manufacturing hav-
ing worked at Unified 
2 Global Company 
for a year in the Foam 
Assembly Department 
as a night shift worker.

“We’re grateful for the 
continued support of  
the MassHire Worcester 
Career Center,” said Bay 

Kate Abrafi Nsiah

Bay Path student awarded 
$8,000 training grant

Please Read GRANT, page A6

Photo Courtesy

Congratulations to Faith Mwangi and Dan Distefano, the 
December Seniors of the Month at Tantasqua Regional High 
School, who were recognized for their commitment and leader-
ship. Photo courtesy of Interim Principal Leigh Joseph’s Twitter 
feed.

STELLAR STUDENTS

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON 
– Several standout senior 
class students were rec-
ognized during the final 
meeting of  the Dudley-

Charlton Regional School 
Committee for 2021 
as the annual award-
ing of  the Principals’ 
and Superintendent 
Certificate of  Academic 
Excellence Awards were 

presented on Dec. 8.
Shepherd Hill Regional 

High School Principal 
William Chaplin started 
off  the ceremonies by 

School Committee honors standout 
Shepherd Hill seniors

Early deadlines for Christmas
To ensure that the Dec. 24 editions of the 

Charlton and Sturbridge Villager arrive in sub-
scribers’ mail boxes on schedule despite the 
holiday, the submission deadline for any press 
releases and letters to the Editor intended for 
publication that week has been moved up to 

Thursday, Dec. 16 at 4 p.m. Submissions are 
welcome by e-mail to news@stonebridgepress.
news.

The staff of the Villager thanks our read-
ers for their cooperation with this scheduling 
change, and wishes one and all a safe and 
happy holiday season.

Please Read COMMITTEE, page A6
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136 Main Street • Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

EXCITING 

NEWS!
CHEERS 

to a New Location!           

EXTENDED HOURS
Sat & Sun 10-4
Mon-Thurs 10-7

Christmas Eve 10-3

Cormier Jewelers of Spencer 
will be re-locating just up the 

street to 152 Main Street 
in January 2022!

A Family Business Since 1949

ART
GALLERY&

Discounts * Free Raffles * Free Gifts & More!
Stop in soon for best selection.

Like us on Facebook and Instagram for Updates!

Buy One Get One 
50% OFF! 

See store for details.

Shop Local

The Clock Barn

308 Lakeside

E.B. Flatts

Bogey Lanes

Salem Cross

The Purple Onion

Then and Now

Rob and Ruth Lyon Antiques

Quaboag Book Shop

Brookfield Orchard

Subway North Brookfield

Post and Boot

North Brookfield Savings Bank

TimberYard Brewing Co.

Common Grounds Ciderworks

Inishowen Farms

Farmer Matt

For more information. Pick up a 

brochure at any member or visit

browsethebrookfields.com

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 17
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

Thibault’s Country Store
Shop Unique & Local for the Holidays

We are a REAL Country Store and Destination!

92 North Spencer Road, Spencer • 774.535.1147
Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-6 • Sun 10-5

thibaultscountrystore.com

L ocal M aple S yrup •  J am s and H oneys
O rnam ents •  G reeting  C ards
F resh G round C offee B eans

F arm  F resh E g g s •  P enny C andy
L ocal G rass F ed B eef &  P ork  •  U niq ue G ifts 
A rtisan H andm ade C anvas &  L eather B ag s

P ottery •  Toys •  H andm ade J ewelry

Come experience an authentic 
Native American Teepee and meet 

George & Walter. Kids love us!

FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES!

Gift 
Certificates

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp.1/31/22

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Pint Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

Sargent’s Barn
FORD FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1984

Bedrooms • Sofas • Tables • Entertainment • Cabinets 
Chairs • Beds • Sectionals • Dressers... and More! 

Check out our Bargain Basement for one-of-a-kind deals!
508-892-4077 

18 Sargent St., Leicester, MA
1/4 mile from Worcester line, just off Rt. 9 West

Furniture can 
be ordered. 

NEED 
STORAGE?

ADDITIONAL SAVINGS 
ON ALL FLOOR SAMPLES

HOURS: 
FRI & SAT 10-4; SUN 1-4

Available in many colors
Solid Wood –

American Made

  $799 8-12 weeks 
delivery

508-885-3995
148 Main St. (Rte. 9) Spencer 

CLOSED: Sun, Mon & Tues  Also: Thanksgiving and Christmas

Call to order • Menu will be posted on 
our Facebook page.

Wed & Thur 11:45- 8:00 – Takeout Only
Fri & Sat 11:45- 9pm - Takeout and Dine-in
Reservations preferred with limited seating. 

All new pricing with updated menu.

Gift Certificates

Est. 1989

NEW 
HOURS

our Facebook page.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Casual 
Waterfront Dining 
on Lake Lashaway

Give The Gift Of 
Delicious Food & Drink

A Dining Gift Card from 308 Lakeside will delight 
anyone on your list! Great for stocking stuffers too! 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333  308 lakeside.com

Gift 
Certificate

Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9. Closed Mon.
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

The Framer’s Gallery
Heritage Mall • 567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 508-832-6111

framersgalleryma.com
Hours: Monday-�ursday 9-6; Fri 9-5 • Saturday by Appointment • Sunday Closed 

We have handmade gi�s from local artists
We have a variety of 

readymade frames, prints, 
pottery and wooden bowls 

from local artists.

Fine Craftsmanship • Experienced Designers • Custom Framing 
Outstanding Print Selection • Photo Restoration

Route 9, Spencer

508-885-2748
Accepting 
Debit & 

Credit Cards

Limit One coupon 
per customer

Not valid with any other 
offer. Exp. 12/31/21

$3.00 OFF ICE CREAM CAKE
Any 8” or Larger

GIFT CARDS
Great Gi�s & Stocking Stu�ers!

Great Finds – Great Bargains 
“Something for Everyone!”

Low, Low Prices, Home Décor, Housewares, 
Toys, Clothes, Furniture & More!
DONATIONS WELCOME

Please contact the Parish Office at 508-859-8083
or Donna Jyringi at 774-262-5219

STORE HOURS:
TUES  5pm – 7pm • WED 9am – NOON
THURS 2pm – 5pm • SAT 9am-NOON

759 Main Street 
Leicester, MA 01524

    & 
Furniture 

Annex

To our many 
loyal customers,
we Thank You!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from our family to yours!

~Morse Lumber & 
Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.
994 N Woodstock Rd., Southbridge MA 01550

Route 169, 1/2 Mile from Conn. Line

508-764-3231  Morse-Lumber.com

Closed 12/24/21 thru 1/2/22.

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

Happy 
Holidays!



WORCESTER — Last year, 
when funds were allocated to the 
Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation for vaccine equity 
programs, interim President/CEO 
Carolyn Stempler reached out to 
Dr. Matilde Castiel, MD, a GWCF 
board member and Worcester’s 
Commissioner of  Health & Human 
Service, to determine where and 
how the remaining funds could 
be most impactful. After some 
thought, Castiel told her the city 
needed a mobile clinic van that, 
for the time being, could be used 
as a roaming Covid testing and 
vaccination resource. 

Worcester’s Department of  
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) has coordinated the City 
of  Worcester’s Covid-19 Vaccine 
Mobile Equity Clinic since 
January of  2021. Through this 
effort, they have administered 
over 23,000 vaccine doses to over 
14,000 individuals at over 380 
mobile clinics. To date, the Mobile 
Vaccine Team has relied on volun-
teer or personal vehicles to pack 
and transport materials. 

After allocating a budget of  
approximately $70,000 and search-
ing for a vehicle to meet all the 
needs for the city, it was deter-

mined that purchasing a fully-out-
fitted van would require more bud-
get than previously thought. 

 Enter Vinh Ly, a personal friend 
of  Stempler and owner of  3B 
Auto Inc. at 18 Canterbury St. in 
Worcester. Ly, a first-generation 
Vietnamese immigrant, was so 
excited to be a part of  the project 
he found an appropriate van for 
$23,000 at an online auction, priced 
out the cabinetry and gear need-
ed with HHS staff, and graciously 
donated his, and his teams, labor 
to make sure the project came in 
under budget.

 “In the true spirit of  what the 
Worcester community can do 
when they come together, the new 
mobile vaccination van/mobile 
clinic will help reach some of  
the hardest hit neighborhoods 
in Worcester,” said Stempler. 
“Showing how local governments 
can work with charitable organi-
zations along with private citizens 
is the epitome of  people helping 
people during the pandemic.”

 The van, which includes wheel-
chair access, hot and cold running 
water, restroom facilities, cabi-
netry, and appropriate lighting 
was unveiled as part of  the City 
of  Worcester’s monthly Covid-

19 Briefing held at noon Friday, 
Dec. 10, behind City Hall on the 
Worcester Common.  

“With only 57 percent of  
Worcester’s population fully vac-
cinated, the mobile van will sus-
tain HHS’s Covid-19 vaccination 
efforts as the Pandemic contin-
ues to evolve,” said Castiel. “We’re 
looking forward to bringing 
medical resources into the com-
munity in new ways and are so 
thankful to the Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation and the 
team at 3B Auto. This col-
laboration with Carolyn and 
Vin is an example of  how 
great our community is here 
in Worcester, and it inspires 
me to see our city working 
together.”

While immediate plans 
are to use the van for Covid-
related programs, the ulti-
mate goal will be to have a 
mobile resource center for 
the city’s health care team 
helping with community 
events, emergency response, 
and mobile healthcare.

 “We are so proud to be 
a part of  this project that 
will help so many people,” 
said Ly. “We’re honored to be 
part of  the Worcester com-
munity and even more proud 
to provide this community 
resource.”

 The van will be delivered 
to Worcester’s Department of  
Health and Human Services 
in late December, with hopes 
of  hitting the streets in early 
January 2022. 

About the Greater 
Worcester Community 
Foundation

Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation 
(GWCF) is central 
Massachusetts’ leading com-
munity foundation dedicated 
to improving the quality of  
life in the region by connect-
ing donors to high impact 
nonprofits and community 
partners. The Foundation 
employs its expertise and 
resources to address the 
region’s most urgent needs.  
Since 1975, GWCF has worked 

in partnership with donors to 
build a $178 million endowment 
and award close to $146 million in 
grants that have helped transform 
communities and build a strong 
and vibrant region.  We apply 
our knowledge, relationships and 
resources to our work every day, 
combining passion and discipline 
to pursue a vision of  Worcester’s 
success that works for everyone. 
For more information on GWCF 
programs and how to give, please 
visit www.greaterworcester.org.
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ACCURACY WATCH
The Villager is committed to accuracy in all 

its news reports. Although numerous safeguards 
are in place to ensure accurate reporting, mis-
takes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, email news@stone-
bridgepress.news or call (508) 909-4106 during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone call.

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

FOR SALE 
Turnkey Italian Market in Sturbridge, MA 

Call Dave at 
774-200-4603

Town of Sturbridge
Immediate Opening

Labor/Driver Department of Public Works
The Town of Sturbridge has two immediate full-time openings for Laborer/

Drivers in the Department of Public Works, Highway Division. These 
positions are union positions. The successful candidates will be responsible 
for operating light equipment and driving trucks equipped with dump bodies 
to transport materials, dump loose materials and plowing snow among other 

responsibilities. A CDL (Class B) and hoisting license (Class 2B) 
are required. The starting pay for the position is $20.53 per hour. 

For a copy of the complete job description and an application please go to 
https://www.sturbridge.gov/your-government/pages/job-opportunities.

Positions are open until filled.

The Town of Sturbridge is an EOE.

POLICE LOGS
Sturbridge police log

Friday, Dec. 3
All afternoon – Two ambulance calls.
12:48 PM – Responded to hit & run 

accident, Rte 20.
2:49 PM – Responded to walk-in fire 

call, Cedar St.
3:22 PM – Responded to injury acci-

dent, Main St.
4:43 PM – Responded to suspicious 

vehicle, Shattuck Road.
4:44 PM – Responded to fraud com-

plaint, Wells Park Road.
5:27 PM – Took report of  property 

damage accident, Main St.

Saturday, Dec. 4
All Day – Two ambulance calls.
9:25 AM – Traffic stop on Rte 49 led to 

arrest of  Josue Rivera, 43, o 36 Sayles St, 
Southbridge, for speeding, driving after 
suspension, number plate violation to 
conceal ID, unregistered and uninsured 
vehicle, failure to stop and failure to use 
care changing lanes.

10:53 AM – Responded to vandalism, 
Main St.

12 PM – Traffic stop on Main St led to 
Southbridge woman getting a summons 
for driving after suspension and failure 
to stop.

3:27 PM –  Responded to illegal dump-
ing, Main St.

7:08 PM – Incident on Champeaux 
Road led to a local woman getting a sum-
mons for assault and battery and A&B 
with a weapon.

10:42 PM – took report of  hit & run 
accident, Main St.

Sunday, Dec. 5

1:03 AM – traffic stop on Main St led to 
Brookfield woman getting summons for 
possession of  an open alcohol container, 
driving after suspension and uninsured 
vehicle.

3:25 AM – Business checks on Main 
St led to arrest of  Jonathan Pagan, 34, 
of  Jacksonville, Fla., on an unspecified 
warrant.

4:41 AM – Ambulance call to Skyline 
Drive.

4:55 PM – Responded to injury acci-
dent on Mass Pike.

5:04 PM – Responded to property dam-
age accident, Rte 15.

6:46 PM – Responded to harassment 
complaint, Heritage Green.

Monday, Dec. 6
All Day – Five ambulance calls.
1:19 AM – traffic stop on Route 20 

led to Springfield man getting a sum-
mons for unlicensed driving and lack of  
inspection sticker.

7:29 AM – Took report of  property 
damage accident, Rte 20.

10:28 AM – Took report of  illegal 
dumping, Kelly Road.

12:32 PM – Responded to suspicious 
activity, Draper Woods.

4:04 PM – Traffic stop on Rte 20 led 
to Dudley woman getting summons for 
driving an uninsured & unregistered 
vehicle and a number plate violation to 
conceal ID.

10:04 PM – took report of  injury acci-
dent, New Boston Road.

Tuesday, Dec. 7
All Day – Five ambulance calls.
9:09 AM – Responded to animal com-

plaint, New Boston Road.

12:30 PM – Responded to animal com-
plaint, Mashapaug Road.

3:25 PM – Responded to pedestrian 
accident, Rte 20.

6:37 and 6:52 PM – Responded to back-
to-back fire calls, Cooper and Tannery 
Roads.

Wednesday, Dec. 8
All Day – Two ambulance calls.
3:08 AM – Responded to property dam-

age accident, Route 15.
8:11 AM – Serving a warrant at Green 

Acres Motel, police arrested James 
Latour, 38, of  2 Shepard Road #2 on 
unpsecified charges.

3:43 PM – Responded to walk-in fraud 
complaint, Main St.

5:30 PM – Responded to theft, Route 15.
5:47 PM – Responded to threats/

harassment at Walmart.

Thursday, Dec. 9
6:51 & 7:43 AM – Responded to two 

property damage accidents, Cedar St. 
and Tantasqua.

2:18 PM – Took report of  walk-in 
fraud complaint, Main St.

2:22 PM – Responded to fraud com-
plaint, Pine Ave.

6:27 PM – Responded to walk-in report 
of  property damage accident at Shaws.

11:22 PM – Property damage acci-
dent on Hall Road led to Florida man 
being taken into protective custody and 
charged with OUI, negligent operation, 
vandalism, and no inspection sticker.

Friday, Dec. 10
All morning – Two ambulance calls.
8:56 AM – Unspecified investigation at 

Tantasqua.

Let Sovereign Grace 
Chapel help you wrap 

SOUTHBRIDGE — Sovereign 
Grace Chapel will host its second 
and final community gift-wrapping 
night of  the season Saturday, Dec. 20 
from 4-7 p.m.

Bring your unwrapped gifts to 
515 Dennison Dr., Southbridge, and 
let our volunteers wrap for you. 
We supply all the paper, bags, tape, 
bows, and tags! Take the worry out 
of  wrapping and enjoy music and 
coffee while you wait. Some holiday 
treats will also be available for pur-
chase. Any donations received will 
go to benefit the Sovereign Grace 
Chapel Building Fund.

GWCF donates mobile vaccination/ 
clinic van to City of Worcester

SOUTHBRIDGE — Trinity Catholic 
Academy has released its honor roll 
for the first trimester of  the 2021-2022 
school year.

Grade 4
High Honors: Celia Ladd, Heer Swadia
Honors: Nicolas Gauvin, Olivia 

Kentley Freeman, Joshua McManus, 
Ella Sawyer, Alexio Yacavace

Grade 5
High Honors: Layla Beu, Lucas 

Cournoyer
Honors: Chloe Cahill, Sarah Clark, 

David Gil, Sofia Henao, Lily Nellis, 
Kylar Norris, Anthony Postale, Kerstin 
Smaltz

Grade 6
High Honors: Alivia Gauvin
Honors: Jameson Durocher, Aedyn 

Esser, Heather Kennedy, Isabella 
Lamica, Oliver MacDonald, Olivia 
Neuenschwander, Matilda Paradis, 
Nolan Smeltzer

Grade 7
High Honors: Michael Gasperini, 

Apollo Logan, Yashvi Swadia
Honors: Jeremy Figueroa, Melany 

Ngo, Nico Yacavace

Grade 8
High Honors: Colin Ladd
Honors: Charles Congdon, Anika 

Ferrantino, Cole Paradis, Amari Pereira

Trinity Catholic 
Academy honor roll

EYE OPENING



S O U T H B R I D G E 
— Gateway Players Theatre 
of  Southbridge pres-
ents “Dad’s Dance” by Ed 
Humphries.  Performance 
dates are Feb. 11, 12, 18 & 19 
at 7:30 p.m. and Feb. 20 at 2 

p.m. All performances will be 
held at the Fellowship Hall of  
Elm Street Congregational 
Church, 61 Elm Street in 
Southbridge. Parking is 
available on Elm Street, or 
in the parking deck behind 

the Southbridge Town Hall.
  This comedy will be direct-
ed by Eric Hart, and pro-
duced by Ed Humphries. 
The cast includes Mikey 
Dearn, Therasa Simpson, 
Patrick Bracken, Stephen 
Jean, Mary Darling, Prreeti 
Tiwari, Lynn Boucher, 
and Ed Humphries. Stage 
Manager is Diane Servant, 
Choreographer is Valerie 
Langlais, and Technical 
Director is David Corkum.

Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $13 for seniors and youth 
under 18. We encourage 
you to purchase tickets in 
advance online, as limited 
tickets will be available at the 
door for each performance. 
Tickets may be reserved 
by calling Gateway at 508-
764-4531. Online credit card 
ticket sales are available 
at https://www.brownpaper-
tickets.com/event/5322152.

Audience size for the per-
formances may be limited 
in order to maintain social 
distancing. All audience 
members at all performanc-
es will be required to wear 
masks regardless of  their 
vaccination status. Socially 
distanced seating will be in 
place. Thank you for helping 
us keep you, our patrons, safe.
The hall will be sanitized by 
an electro-sanitized sprayer 
before each performance.

Brendan Carter is a dot-
ing Dad who has watched his 
daughter Emma nurture her 
passion for dance from a very 
young age to the very edge 
of  adulthood. In her Senior 
Year, he decides to take a 
major leap and join the cho-
reographed Dad’s Dance; an 
annual event that is always 
the highlight of  the big end-
of-year recital. It’s there that 
Brendan falls into the good 
graces - or clutches - of  a rag-
tag group of  fellow parents 
who put all sense of  dignity 
aside to put on a show for 
the audience and a smile on 
their children’s’ faces - no 
matter the toll to their two 
left feet and equally fragile 
pride. And in the lead-up 
to the big event, Brendan 
begins to learn a lot about 
the healing power of  com-
munity.

“Dad’s Dance” is a con-
temporary comedy-dra-
ma about the indelible 
bonds that sometimes form 
between strangers on this 
grand and surprising stage 
of  life - one where comedy 
and poignancy carry equal 
weight - and where Brendan 
begins to understand that 
true wealth is measured not 
in the treasures we keep but 
the memories we make. 

T H O M P S O N,  C o n n . 
— Congratulations to the following 
students on earning honor roll status 
for the first trimester, based on their 
weighted trimester GPA and the defined 
criteria. The Academic Office applauds 
their hard work and dedication to their 
studies.

Head of  School List
Olivia-Mae Acquaah-Harrison, 

Charlton; Chloe Alba, Sutton; James 
Alves, Uxbridge; Kaitlin Baca, Webster; 
Briella Bailey, Pascoag, R.I.; John 
Barnwell, Danielson, Conn.; Celia 
Bouchard, Douglas; Vincent Bourgeois, 
Thompson, Conn.; Campbell Braun, 
South Grafton; Stephen Canavan, 
Ashford, Conn.; Lauren Conde, 
Danielson, Conn.; Sidney Corriveau, 
Brimfield; Spencer Courville, Charlton; 
Anna Czechowski, Webster; Anna De 
Villa, San Pietro di Cadore, Italy; Giana 
DeCesare, Chepachet, R.I.; Caitlin Diaz, 
Oxford; Sophia DiPietro, Worcester; 
Joseph DiPietro, Worcester; Hoang-Dat 
Do; Charles Eggen, Worcester; Klara 
Elezaj, Tirana, Albania; Ava Fabiano, 
Killingly, Conn.; Felicia Fongemie, 
Ashford, Conn.; Barbara Forgues, 
Shrewsbury; Federica Galli, Lipomo, 
Italy; Kyle Gallo, Dudley; Kira Gillette, 

Webster; Ashley Giorgio, Millbury; 
Xiayuan Gong, Wuxi, China; Sofia 
Gonzalez Tabares, Cozumel, Mexico; 
Justin Griffiths-Lam, Thompson, 
Conn.; B Hannon, Putnam, Conn.; 
Angelina Hargrave, Charlton; Luisa 
Henao, Southbridge; Thu Hoang, 
Hai Phong, Vietnam; Patrick Hoban, 
Millbury; Kaylynn Horan, Putnam, 
Conn.; Ge Jia, Baoding, China; 
Madeline Joyce, Dudley; Mackenzie 
Jutras, Greenville, R.I.; Ethan Kalmin, 
Dudley; Zachary King, Plainfield; 
Molly Landis, Brooklyn, Conn.; Kate 
Landis, Brooklyn, Conn.; Chengxun Li, 
Xiamen, China; Alana Lorusso, North 
Oxford; Kaya Lukasek, Webster; Sydney 
Lundt, Woodstock, Conn.; Yihui Luo, 
Jiangsu, China; Bridget MacDonough, 
Grafton; Ian MacKenzie, Woodstock, 
Conn.; Szymon Mamro, Webster; Claire 
Marchand, Holden; Delia Marchand, 
Holden; Amelia Margoupis, Sutton; Jack 
Margoupis, Sutton; Miriam Martinez 
de la Herran, Bilbao, Spain; Tessa 
McCabe, Douglas; Benjamin McGarry, 
Thompson, Conn.; Shane McGlone, 
Southbridge; Keegan McLeod, Foster, 
R.I.; John McMullen, East Greenwich, 
R.I.; Katherine Melnick, North 
Grosvenordale, Conn.; Brady Miller, 
Sturbridge; Ayame Mizuno, Aichi, 

Japan; Siena Mueller, Whitinsville; 
Luciana Najjar, Northborough; Hugo 
Ndizeye, Kigali, Rwanda; Gianna 
Nichols, Fiskdale; Abbie O’Brien, 
Dayville, Conn.; Riley O’Connor, 
Dudley; Declan O’Connor, Worcester; 
Natalie Olkowski, Harrisville, R.I.; 
Lindsey Paradise, Dudley; Alek 
Popovich, Charlton; Wiktoria Potem, 
Webster; Victoria Pozo Domingos, 
Higuey, Dominican Republic; Sophia 
Rabitor, Dayville, Conn.; Grace 
Rhoades, Stafford Springs, Conn.; Olivia 
Richardson, Lincoln, R.I.; William 
Savoie, Northbridge; Olivia Sczuroski, 
Brooklyn, Conn.; Emily Shamback, 
Sterling, Conn.; Andrew Shultz, Oxford; 
Ava Simon, Southbridge; Alex Spetseris, 
Webster; Zachary Stoddard, Pomfret 
Center, Conn.; Christian Terwilliger, 
Lebanon, Conn.; Matthew Tomasino, 
Leicester; Violeta Torres, Plainfield, 
Conn.; Daniel Twohig-Mann, Douglas; 
Rachel Ullstrom, Auburn; Caroline 
Villa, Auburn; Vincent Vo, Worcester; 
Emily Walsh, Thompson, Conn.; Sophia 
Wildes, North Uxbridge; Rasim Zekiri, 
Plainfield, Conn.; Yang Zhang, Yuxi, 
China; Xingyu Zhu, Wenzhou, China

Dean’s List
Samuel Balzanka, Banska Stiavnica, 

Slovakia; Morgan Beaudreault, Dayville, 

Conn.; Lillian Belsito, Millbury; Ana 
Paula Beltran Perez, Villahermosa, 
Mexico; Jamie Calkins, Charlton; Kaito 
Correa Wagatsuma, Merida, Mexico; 
The-Trung Dang, Hanoi, Vietnam; 
Phuong Nhi Duong, Hanoi, Vietnam; 
Benjamin Duquette, Webster; Timothy 
Hall, Plainfield, Conn.; Franklyn 
Herasme, Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic; Filip Kalis, Prague, Czech 
Republic; Norah Larson, Charlton; Vinh-
Kien Le, Hanoi, Vietnam; Abigail Leahy, 
Leicester; Elena Lensing, Cologne, 
Germany; Alexander Litke, Brooklyn, 
Conn.; Logan Mueller, Webster; Ngoc-
Anh Nguyen; John Perveiler, Pomfret 
Center, Conn.; Emma Raps, Webster; 
Morgan Royston, Oxford; Lily Tessmer, 
Lancaster; Alessandra Torelli, Genoa, 
Italy; Isabella Vigliotti, Worcester; 
Miles Wesolowski, Brooklyn, Conn.; 
Anna Wildes, North Uxbridge
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CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 
248-7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, 
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 
8 a.m., Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday 
LifeTEEN Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel,
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

OPEN TO CLOSE
TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

VILLAGER
ALMANAC

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

REAL ESTATE

BRIMFIELD
$10,000, Route 20 #3, Maple Lane 

Dev Corp, to Pittore, Michelle, and 
Stanley, Richard E.

$10,000, Sturbridge Rd #3, Maple 
Lane Dev Corp, to Pittore, Michelle, 
and Stanley, Richard E.

CHARLTON
$ 310,000, 49 Leland Dr, Davis, 

William V, to Results Alliance LLC.
$150,000, 266 Brookfield Rd, Ziwei-

Li, Ben, to Zeng, Weihua.
$121,000, 86 Fitzgerald Rd, Leonard, 

Martin J, and Deutsche Bk Natl T Co 
Tr, to Scribner Development LLC.

HOLLAND
$265,000, 4 May Brook Rd, Fonner, 

William J, and Fonner, Katelyn S, to 
Nappi, Kayleigh.

STURBRIDGE
$359,000, 21 High St, 21 High Street 

NT, and Gingras, April A, to Smith, 
Mary E, and Laviolette, Zachary.

$299,900, 21 Sturbridge Hills Rd 
#21, Johns, Kassandra E, to R& Lori 
Hastings IRT, and Hastings, Amy L.

$156,900, 5 Fairview Park Rd 
#3, Richer, Todd R, and Khunin, 
Suwimon, to Laflamme, Anthony.

MARIANAPOLIS ANNOUNCES HONOR ROLL

Gateway Players bring 
“Dad’s Dance” to the stage

POMFRET, Conn. — Ella 
Andersen of  Sturbridge, 
from the Class of  2023 was 
named to the Fall 2021 Head 
of  School Scholar Honors list 
at Pomfret School. To achieve 
this level of  distinction, Ella 
earned a grade point average 
of  at least 4.000 and received 
no grade lower than an A-.

Founded in 1894, Pomfret 
School is an independent 
coeducational college pre-

paratory boarding and day 
school for 350 students in 
grades 9 through 12 and 
postgraduates. Set on a stun-
ning 500-acre campus in 
Northeastern Connecticut, 
Pomfret cultivates a healthy 
interdependence of  mind, 
body, and spirit in its stu-
dents as it prepares them for 
college, and to lead and learn 
in a diverse and increasingly 
interconnected society.

Ella Andersen named to Head 
of School Scholar Honors List 

at Pomfret School



CHARLTON — The Charlton Lions are 
hosting our famous Meat Raffle being 
held Saturday, Jan. 8 at the Heritage Golf  
Course at 85 Sampson Rd. in Charlton.
There will be six tables of  beef, pork and 
poultry to be won.

The raffle begins at noon, with early 
bird tickets available to those who 
arrive before 1 p.m.  Heritage will have 
their bar open for beverage service and 
will provide a small pub style menu 
during the meat raffle.  So come share 
a great afternoon of  fun and fill Your 
Freezer!!  For more information, please 
email thecharltonlions@gmail.com.
And remember...100 percent of  what we 
raise goes back to the community.  The 
Charlton Lions thank you for your con-
tinued support!  

Please mark your calendars for our 
next Meat Raffles on Feb. and March 5.
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Socially Speaking…
Holiday Events, Church Services, Seniors and Civic Events 
STARTING AT $25 A WEEK
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email
 jsima@stonebridgepress.news (Charlton Villager);
or Mikaela Victor at 508-909-4126 
or email Mikaela@stonebridgepress.news 
(Sturbridge Villager)

Sheriff’s Office distributes new winter 
coats to Southbridge community

SOUTHBRIDGE — Worcester County 
Sheriff, Lew Evangelidis, and the 
Worcester County Sheriff ’s Office dis-
tributed 110 new winter coats and cold 
weather gear to men, women, and chil-
dren at House of  Destiny Church and 
Tradewinds Clubhouse.

On Dec. 9, the Sheriff ’s Office traveled 
to three towns, visited five charitable 
organizations, and delivered more than 
250 coats to those most in need this holi-
day season. In total, the Sheriff ’s Office 
expects to deliver nearly 3,600 coats by 
the end of  distribution.

“This winter coat partnership with 
Sheriff  Lew is a tremendous blessing 
to our community in times that are 
so uncertain,” said House of  Destiny 
Church Executive Pastor, Rev. Rebekah 
Carrasco. She continued, “Last year, 
through this partnership, we were able 
to provide a mother a winter coat for 
her child as she was in recovery from 
COVID and not able to go out. We were 
able to give kids coats -those who would 
otherwise not have had a one during the 
winter season.”

“Our organization has had the privi-
lege each year to receive coat donations 
from the Webster Sheriff ’s Department,” 
said Tradewinds Clubhouse Director, 
Samantha Aikey. “The donated coats 

have made a significant impact on our 
members’ lives- especially those who 
have been struggling to find stable hous-
ing. Both members and staff  could not 
be more grateful to be associated with 
such a giving organization.”

The coat drive is held in partnership 
with St. Francis Community Health 
Foundation, Central Massachusetts 
Agency on Aging, and The WooSox 
Foundation. Since launching on Nov. 
10, the coat drive has raised $61,000 
through grants and donations- includ-
ing a $20,000 grant from St. Francis 
Community Health Foundation.  

“This year’s coat drive is bigger 
and more impactful than ever before 
due to generosity of  our community 
partners and donors who’ve stepped 
up and helped us buy and distribute 
more than 3,000 brand new winter 
coats throughout Worcester County,” 
stated Worcester County Sheriff, Lew 
Evangelidis. “These challenging times 
have only strengthen our commitment 
to helping those may be struggling and 
are in need of  a new, warm winter 
coat.”

This marks the second year new win-
ter coats were purchased for the coat 
drive due to the constraints imposed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Additional deliveries were made 
to the Webster-Dudley Food Share, 
Reconciliation House, and Catholic 
Charities of  Milford.

Photo Courtesy

Pictured, left to right: Destiny Church’s 
Senior Pastor, Esteban Carrasco, Jr., Sheriff 
Evangelidis, Co-Pastor, Yamilka Castillo, 
Leader, Sonia Carrasco.

Soprano Elaine Daiber joins NESO for “Festive 
Baroque and Beyond” concert at Mechanics Hall

WORCESTER — The New England 
Symphony Orchestra announces that 
soprano soloist Elaine Daiber will be 
a featured guest artist at their “Festive 
Baroque and Beyond” concert, taking 
place in Worcester’s Mechanics Hall at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 18.  Tickets 
are available through the orchestra’s 
Web site (newenglandsymphony.org) or 
from the Mechanics Hall box office at 
508-752-0888.

Boston-based soprano, Elaine Daiber, 
has been heralded for her “spectacular 
vocalism” (Hudson Housatonic Arts), 
which has garnered much acclaim on 
the operatic, concert, and recital stages. 
This season, Elaine looks forward to 
engagements with Cambridge’s Coro 
Dante as the soprano soloist in Vivaldi’s 
“Gloria”, as the soprano soloist with 
The New England Symphony, and in 
recital with JJ Penna in a performance 
of  Messiaen’s rarely heard “Harawi”. 
Most recently, Elaine was at The Yellow 
Barn Chamber Music Festival where she 

appeared in recital with famed pianist 
Gil Kalish, and also performed works by 
György Ligeti, Earl Kim, Claude Vivier, 
and György Kurtág. Last season, Elaine 
participated in a concert of  Bach arias 
and duets with Emmanuel Music, a pro-
duction of  Poulenc’s “La voix humaine” 
in Boston’s Jordan Hall with pianist JJ 
Penna, and in a concert of  new works 
by women composers with NYFOS 
Next. Other engagements have seen the 
versatile soprano in a variety of  perfor-
mances with The Tanglewood Music 
Center, The Bard Music Festival, The 
New York Festival of  Song, The Boston 
Symphony Orchestra Prelude Series, 
The Orchestra Now and the Albany 
Symphony, among others. Elaine holds 
degrees from Oberlin Conservatory, 
Bard College, and New England 
Conservatory. www.elainedaiber.com.

Also appearing with the orchestra 
will be the Worcester Children’s Chorus. 
Mechanics Hall composer in residence 
Leonard Ciampa has composed a new 

piece especially for this concert by the 
NESO, Worcester Children’s Chorus, 
and Elaine Daiber. NESO Music 
Director Roderick MacDonald will give 
a free pre-concert talk for ticket holders 
at 6:30 p.m.  

New England Symphony Orchestra 
continues to operate as a volunteer-led, 
non-profit professional symphony 

orchestra serving the people of  New 
England. This season’s strategic plan 
includes a three-concert series at 
Mechanics Hall, streaming performanc-
es as part of  the NESO At Home series, 
and more. For information about volun-
teering or sponsorship, call 603-438-8920.

Gateway Players announce 
auditions for “Schoolhouse 

Rock Live, Jr.”
SOUTHBRIDGE — Gateway Players 

Theatre of  Southbridge, will be holding 
auditions for the Youth musical produc-
tion of  “Schoolhouse Rock Live, Jr.”

Audition Dates are Sunday, Jan. 30 
at 2 p.m. and Monday, Jan. 31 at 6:30 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall of  Elm Street 
Congregational Church, 61 Elm St., 
Southbridge. Entrance is on Park Street 
(around corner). Looking for youth ages 
eight to 18 to join us in this classic 
musical.  

Auditions will include learning and 
performing a song from the show and 
individual cold readings from the script.
Prior to the auditions check out some of  
the YouTube videos of  past performanc-
es.  All actors will be required to wear 
masks to the auditions.

Directed by Bill Guy and Produced by 
Lou-Ellen Corkum.  Performance dates 
are April 22, 23, 29, 30 and May 1.  We 
will also be looking for adults to be 
our onstage Stage Crew.  If  interested 
or for more details leave a message 
at 508-764-4531.  Rehearsals will be on 
Sunday afternoons, and Monday and 
Wednesday evenings.  Presented by per-
mission through special arrangement 
with Music Theatre International.

Based on the Emmy Award-winning 
1970s educational animated TV series, 
Schoolhouse uses the familiar songs 
from the cartoons to teach grammar, 
math, science, history, social studies 
and political science while telling the 
story of  Tom, a young teacher nervous-
ly anticipating his first day on the job.

Hi! My name is Jessica and 
I love the color pink!

Jessica is a sweet and re-
spectful, young girl who likes 
unicorns, anything Barbie, 
and her favorite color is pink. 
Jessica loves to color, espe-
cially with gel pens. Although 
described as shy at first, once 
she gets to know someone, 
she will talk about anything 
and everything! Jessica is 
aware of maintaining her ap-
pearance and loves her hair.

Legally freed for adoption, 
families of all constellations 

will be considered for Jessica, including homes with older children. A 
family with a trauma-informed approach will help her to thrive in her new 
setting. Jessica continues to have contact with her previous foster moth-
er and she is an important, positive, life-long support for Jessica that will 
need to be maintained. Jessica is open to meeting new people and will 
benefit from a loving and patient home where she can develop a sense 
of safety.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a 
permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Jessica
Age 10

Charlton 
Lions hosting 
Meat Raffle 

Jan. 8

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!



awarding his yearly Principal’s Award, 
this year to Molly Starczewski. Calling 
her a “standout” and “stellar student,” 
Chaplin complimented Molly for her 
exceptional leadership skills in addition 
to her academic success.

“(Molly) is always the first one to 
volunteer or raise her hand and take 
the lead or initiative on events. She 
certainly has grown over the last four 
years in terms of  her leadership and 
her academic skills and hard work per-
severance through tough moments – 
Ultimately, she’s a young woman who 
exemplifies all of  Shepherd Hill’s core 
values,” Chaplin said.

Molly Starczewski’s list of  accom-
plishments include her involvement 
in School Council, a Class officer for 
the Class of  2022 as Secretary for her 
junior and senior years, a member of  
the Principal’s Advisory Council, a 
member of  the national Honor Society, 

Drama Club and Hill Improve, a mem-
ber of  Student Council all four years 
including serving as President in her 
senior year, accomplishing First Honors 
every year in high school and recent-
ly being named a Presidential Scholar 
nominee for the State of  Massachusetts.

Next, Superintendent Steven 
Lamarche announced two recipients 
of  the Class of  2022 Massachusetts 
Association of  School Superintendents 
Certificate of  Academic Excellence 
Awards. The first was Gabriel Roach 
who Superintendent Lamarche said had 

represented both the district and his 
high school at a “high level.”

“As a student, Gabe has put forth 
a prodigious effort to experience and 
learn from all that we have to offer 
our students academically and athlet-
ically and through his membership in 
various Shepherd Hill Regional High 
School student groups. In turn, through 
his dedication and commitment to his 
experiences, family and community, he 
quietly and unassumingly leads with 
confidence and mature convictions,” 
the Superintendent said. 

Roach’s accomplishments including 
not only outstanding and recognized 
success in his academics and state test 
scores but also serving as Treasurer 
of  National Honor Society, as a mem-
ber of  the Math Team, a member of  
the Foreign Language Club, a peer 
tutor, and the recipient of, with dis-
tinction, the Massachusetts State Seal 
of  Biliteracy recognizing students who 
have achieved proficiency in English 
and at least one other language.

Finally Regional School Committee 
Student Representative Trevor 
Wallace was recognized as the sec-
ond Superintendent Certificate of  
Academic Excellence Award win-
ner. Superintendent Lamarche called 
Wallace as “dynamic young man” who 
approaches life with “zeal” and a thirst 
for opportunity.

“(Trevor) is a well-rounded individual 
who embraces and contributes to the 
overall student experience at Shepherd 
Hill. He is an outstanding athlete and 
musical talent only surpassed by his 
academic prowess. Trevor takes his aca-
demics very seriously. He elected to take 
the most rigorous schedule of  AP and 
Honors classes available, and he has 
excelled while doing so. His cumulative 
GPA is top in his class, number one, 
and earned him tremendous accolades,” 
said Lamarche.

Wallace caps off  his accomplishments 
with a resume that include member-
ship in the National Honor society, First 
Honors recognition for four years, and as 
a nominee to represent Massachusetts 
for the Presidential Scholar honor as 
well as being an active Shepherd Hill 
musician and instrumentalist. 
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ATTORNEY

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child 

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562

L A W  O F F I C E  O F

M I C H E L L E  M .  M U R R AY

Professional Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

Path RVTHS Practical Nursing Academy 
Director, Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN. “MassHire helps 
many of  our practical nursing students 
consistently. The grant will help Kate 
through the ten months of  rigorous 
training and ensure that she stays moti-
vated and inspired to give her best.”

Training grant funds encourage eco-
nomic growth in the state and allows for 
additional training for workforce. The 
Executive Office of  Labor and Workforce 
Development, and Commonwealth 
Corporation encourage businesses 
to address workforce training needs. 
Interested parties are encouraged to 
visit www.commcorp.org/wtfp to learn 
more.

About Bay Path RVTHS Practical 
Nursing Academy

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 

offers a 40-week, (10-month), full-time, 
Monday through Friday, evening pro-
gram. The program begins mid-August 
and is completed in late June. Graduates 
receive a Practical Nursing Certificate 
and are eligible to take the NCLEX-PN 
licensure exam. The Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is fully approved by 
the: Commonwealth of  Massachusetts 
Executive Office of  Human Services of  
Public Health Board of  Registration in 
Nursing 239 Causeway Street Boston, 
MA 02114 617-973-0800 www.mass.gov/
dph/boards/rn The Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy is accredited by the: 
Council on Occupational Education 840 
Roswell Road Building 300, Suite 325, 
Atlanta, GA 30350 Telephone: 800-917-
2081 www.council.org Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical High School is 
fully accredited by the: New England 
Association of  Schools and Colleges 209 
Burlington Rd, Suite 201 Bedford, MA, 
01730-1433 781-271-0022; www.neasc.org.

GRANT
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Their statements came in 
response to Taylor Nelson and 
Susan Shea taking the micro-
phone at citizens’ forum. The 
two women expressed concern 
that the conflict between man-
agement and the fire union 
over recent months is “a major 
issue” from citizens’ perspec-
tive. They cited the union’s 
July vote of  “no confidence” 
against Chief  John Grasso, 
forced overtime, and a belief  
that firefighters are leaving 
because of  the working condi-
tions.

Selectman Ian Dunnigan, 
however, said, “No resignation 
letter we’ve received has spe-
cifically cited working condi-
tions.” 

Bridges agreed, noting those 
who depart are offered exit 
interviews; those who have 
expressed reasons have cited 
pay, benefits and other things.

At present, Bridges said, 
the department probably does 
require overtime because it 
is down four people – vacan-
cies in the deputy chief  and a 
lieutenant’s jobs plus two fire-
fighters out for non-job-related 
medical reasons. The select-
men hired two new people that 
same night: Douglas Cutler as 
a full-time firefighter/para-
medic and Anthony Gianfriddo 
as a call firefighter. According 
to the department’s online ros-
ter, that brings its staff  to 12 
full-timers and six call mem-
bers.

Regarding the deputy chief, 
Grasso brought forward a 
finalist (Jonathan Miller) to 
the board’s Sept 20 meeting. 
The selectmen put hiring him 
on hold to give Bridges time 
to work with the union, since 
some firefighters threatened 
to resign if  he was hired. In 

the end, he wasn’t, prompt-
ing Grasso to recreate the job 
description with input from 
the union.

Grasso brought that revised 
description forward today, 
seeking rapid approval so he 
could start the search process 
anew. But the board disagreed 
and opted to send it (without 
voting on it) to the Personnel 
Committee.

Chair Mary Blanchard said 
she had “major problems” 
with what had been done so 
far because “I can’t think of  an 
instance” where the staff  had 
input on a job description of  
one of  their superior officers.

“I have problems with the 
firefighters’ union trying to 
run everything,” she said, not-
ing she wants it to go through 
the town’s regular process. 
“... If  you don’t have a good 
process, you don’t have a good 
product.”

By contrast, Goodwin said, 
“We’ve had all this process. 
The major stakeholders in the 
fire department support it, so 
that should have a louder than 
average voice in this case.”

To Bridges and Grasso, the 
cooperation so far has been 
helpful, and Bridges worried 
that “if  this is changed at 
the Personnel level, we start 
over.” Bridges also noted the 
Personnel Committee had a 
“split vote to even create the 
job.” They both hoped to adver-
tise the job soon and bring forth 
a candidate early next year, but 
conceded to the board’s wishes.

Blanchard denied Teamsters 
union representative James 
Marks opportunity to speak in 
that part of  the meeting, but he 
did so during Citizens’ Forum. 
At that point, he expressed 
“frustration” with the process, 
claiming Blanchard “hit and 
hit and hit” the department 
without giving them a chance 
to talk. He agreed there are 

issues and has been a bad 
relationship recently, but said, 
“I wish that dialogue would 
change.”

“There are firefighters who 
are exhausted, working 80-90 
hours a week to make sure you 
have an ambulance, to make 
sure you have a fire truck on 
call,” Marks said, arguing the 
union wants to “have the right 
people in command to make 
sure, when a situation is called, 
they can go into that building 
and go home to their families.”

Blanchard agreed there are 
problems, but didn’t see them 

as “major.” She said she signs 
the payroll and “I haven’t seen 
those hours.”

In other business, the board 
approved Town Clerk Lynne 
Girouard’s request to hold 
the Jan 24 special election in 
the selectmen’s meeting room 
while she continues to seek a 
place for permanent use. She 
said the state rejected her 
preferred choice – Sturbridge 
Worship Center – for handi-
capped access reasons.

Additionally, they rejected 
the only bid they received for 
building the Riverlands trail 

project on the grounds it was 
too high. Its total was $104,000, 
but the project budget is only 
$75,000. Similarly, they voted 
to take over the Grand Trunk 
Trail project with the aim of  
reducing the cost by “several 
hundred thousand [dollars].” It 
will still need engineering, and 
Bridges said the three-quarter 
mile trail “is now tipping the 
scales at $1.4 million. I’ve paved 
four-lane streets for less than 
that.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at 
gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

BOS
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difficult problem. It’s tough to 
catch anybody littering. The 
bad thing about it is you know 
that most people don’t litter. 
Ninety-five percent of  the peo-
ple don’t litter, but those five 
percent do it over and over 
again,” said Mahaney.

Mahaney said he explored 
several options for enforce-
ment with the chief, includ-
ing camera monitoring and 
how fees are handed down. 
Currently, the state minimum 
fine for littering is $25, with a 
maximum of  $250. Mahaney 
presented an idea to erect signs 
imposing higher fines on the 
town level, even up to $500, as 
a “scare tactic” to deter litter-
ing. If  someone is caught lit-
tering and handed a citation 
by an officer they can choose 
to go before Charlton’s Health 
Agent, James Philbrook, who 
acts as the town’s hearing offi-
cer, to appeal it and, if  they so 
choose, can take the matter to 
the state court which would 
be a costly commitment for 
local police with minimal if  
any financial return for fines 
or moral returns for stopping 

littering in the future.
Philbrook himself  was com-

plementary to Mahaney and 
the Keep Charlton Beautiful 
Committee for their hard work 
but indicated his doubts that 
the bylaw would truly solve the 
problem. 

“I don’t think it’s the amount 
of  the fines that’s going to deter 
them. I don’t care if  you put 
$5,000 down, they’re still going 
to litter. People don’t even read 
signs. There are ‘stop littering’ 
signs all over Charlton – I don’t 
know if  the $500 fine is going to 
deter anyone because they’re 
not going to pay it anyway,” 
said Philbrook. “They’re going 
to appeal it. They’re going to 
come before the hearing offi-
cer in the community. We’re 
going to hold a hearing and 
then they’re not going to pay it 
and appeal it to the court. We 
need to find some other way 
to educate the community and 
keep it beautiful.”

Board of  Health members 
Pete Lancette offered similar 
doubts about whether a new 
bylaw would result in the 
change it would be meant to 
impose. 

“I hear a lot of  concerns 
about the nips and the beer bot-
tles. If  they’re caught throwing 

a nip or a beer bottle out while 
driving, I think the littering 
fine is the least of  their worries 
and they’d be driving under the 
influence or driving with an 
open container,” said Lancette. 
“I’m concerned with bringing 
this to the town level as it was 
pointed out that these people 
are habitual litterers, that it’s 
not tracked from Charlton to 
Dudley to Spencer. If  they’re 
littering here, they’re litter-
ing elsewhere. If  they’re get-
ting caught here, they’re get-
ting caught elsewhere. If  we 
contain that within Charlton, 
they’re not going to get the sub-
sequent fines for being a habit-
ual offender.”

In the end the Keep Charlton 
Beautiful Committee ultimate-
ly requested the blessing of  
the Board of  Health to bring 
the matter to the Board of  
Selectmen to consideration on 
a 2022 town meeting warrant 
believing that Board of  Health 
approval would help their 
cause. The Board of  Health 
respectfully voted in a 2-1 deci-
sion not to support the bylaw 
with chair Jon Sanborn the 
only affirmative vote and mem-
bers Lancette and Matt Gagner 
voting against the proposal. 

BOH
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ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Winter
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

FALL
SALE

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 12/31/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service



8  •The Charlton Villager• www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, December 17, 2021

OPINION25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

As you know, 2021 was full of  chal-
lenges. We were still feeling the effects 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic when supply 
chains shut down and inflation heat-
ed up. So, if  you’re like many people, 
you might not be sorry to see the year 
come to a close. But now it’s time to 
look ahead to a brighter 2022. And on 
a personal level, you may want to set 
some New Year’s resolutions. You might 
resolve to improve your health and diet, 
and possibly learn some new skills, 
but why not make some financial reso-
lutions, too?

Here are a few ideas to consider:
Prepare for the unexpected. If  you 

haven’t already created an emergency 
fund, now may be a good time to start. 
Ideally, you’d like to have three to six 
months’ worth of  living expenses in 
this fund, with the money kept in a low-
risk, liquid account. (If  you’re retired, 
you may want your emergency fund to 
contain up to a year’s worth of  living 
expenses.) Once you’ve got this fund 
established, you may be able to avoid 
dipping into long-term investments to 
pay for short-term needs, such as costly 
home or auto repairs or large medical 
bills.

Boost your retirement savings. The 
pandemic caused many us to reevalu-
ate our ability to eventually enjoy the 
retirement lifestyles we’ve envisioned. 
In fact, 33 percent of  those planning 
to retire soon said they started to con-
tribute even more to their retirement 
savings during the pandemic, according 
to a study from Age Wave and Edward 
Jones. This year, if  you can afford it, 
increase your contributions to your IRA 
and your 401(k) or other employer-spon-
sored retirement plan.

Reduce your debt load. The less 
debt you carry, the more money 
you’ll have available to support your 
lifestyle today and save and invest 
for tomorrow. So, this year, resolve to 
cut down on your existing debts and 
avoid taking on new ones whenever pos-
sible. You can motivate yourself  by mea-
suring your progress – at the beginning 
of  2022, record your total debts and then 
compare this figure to your debt load at 
the start of  2023. If  the numbers have 
dropped, you’ll know you were making 
the right moves.

Don’t overreact to the headlines. A 
lot can happen during a year. Consider 
inflation – it shot up in 2021, but it may 
well subside in 2022. If  you changed 
your investment strategy last year 
to accommodate the rise in inflation, 
would you then have to modify it again 
when prices fall? And inflation is just 
one event. What about changes in inter-
est rates? How about new legislation 
coming out of  Washington? And don’t 
forget extreme weather events, such as 
wildfires and floods. Any or all of  these 
occurrences can affect the financial mar-
kets in the short term, but it just doesn’t 
make sense for you to keep changing the 
way you invest in response to the news 
of  the day. Instead, stick with a strategy 
that’s appropriate for your goals, risk 
tolerance and time horizon. You may 
need to adjust this strategy over time, 
in response to changes in your own life, 
but don’t let your decisions be dictated 
by external events.

These aren’t the only financial res-
olutions you can make – but following 
them may help you develop positive 
habits that can help you face the future 
with confidence.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff  Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

What are 
your financial 
resolutions 
for 2022?

An epidemic 
of ‘experts’

“Ignorance more frequently begets con-
fidence than does knowledge.”

 — Charles Darwin

It seems as though in today’s soci-
ety, everyone is an expert.  It’s one 
thing to have a specific belief  system 
or an educated opinion on a certain 
topic, (with the operative word here 
being educated) this to include all top-
ics.  However, it seems as though critical 
thinking has all but flown right out of  
the window.  Common sense is used less 
and less with people making outland-
ish assumptions, believing misinforma-
tion and falling into line with outright 
absurdities.  Social media doesn’t help.  
Unfortunately, some people will read a 
meme and take it as face value.  Some 
people even think JFK, Jr. is coming 
back to life.  

With that, let us make one thing clear. 
None of  us are experts — unless, well, 
we are.  It turns out there’s a name for 
this phenomenon, called the Dunning-
Kruger effect.  This is defined as a cog-
nitive bias in which people think they 
are smarter and more capable than they 
are.  So much so that people don’t recog-
nize their own incompetence. 

The Dunning-Kruger effect takes 
place when a person begins speaking at 
length about a topic they know nothing 
about, yet claims everyone else is unin-
formed and wrong.  For an example, if  
a student fails a test, yet believes they 
should have received an A.  They are 
incapable of  seeing their own faults. 

David Dunning, an American social 
psychologist who along with Justin 
Kruger discovered the phenomenon, 
described it as such: “Instead, the 
incompetent are often blessed with an 
inappropriate confidence, buoyed by 
something that feels to them like knowl-
edge.  The trouble with ignorance is that 
it can feel just like expertise.” 

The cause of  this effect, as described 
by Dunning, is that people are too 
incompetent to realize how incompe-
tent they are.  These individuals will 
fail to recognize the skill and expertise 
of  others. 

Also mentioned by Dunning is what’s 
called metacognition.  This is the ability 
to look within and evaluate yourself  
honestly.  Oftentimes, those who suf-
fer from this syndrome hear a small 
amount of  knowledge on a topic, and 
then think they are experts.  

No one person is an expert at every-
thing.  Dunning pointed out that every-
one has areas in which they are incom-
petent.  Oftentimes, if  a person is an 
expert in one area, they mistakenly 
think they are an expert in all areas.  
Dunning did point out that those indi-
viduals who are genuine experts in any 
given field, are more likely to see their 
own flaws in other areas, and are able to 
accept the knowledge and expertise in 
others who truly possess it. 

If  your car breaks down, you will not 
bring it to the dentist.  If  you have a 
toothache, you will not go see a florist.  
Further, with the divide in our country 
politically, let us remember, that poli-
tics has zero to do with anyone’s skill 
set.  Our healthcare workers are being 
harassed daily by those who believe 
they are experts.  There are doctors, 
nurses and healthcare providers who 
are both Republicans and Democrats or 
Independents.  Car repair is car repair, 
healthcare is healthcare, creating a fine 
dining menu and becoming a top-rated 
chef  is simply about food and creativity.  
We need to stop politicizing anything 
other than politics.  

Common sense and critical thinking 
needs to find its way back into our soci-
ety.  Common sense is defined as the 
sound and prudent judgement based on 
a simple perception of  the situation or 
fact. 

As far as the political divide that has 
taken hold in this country.  It’s ridicu-
lous.  There is no need for anyone, on 
either side, to be filled with so much 
anger, because their candidate lost, or 
because someone disagrees with your 
way of  thinking. The beauty of  our 
country is that we can all think dif-
ferently and still respect one another, 
and still have the ability to laugh over 
beers and pizza on a Friday night.  The 
angry political signs still strewn about 
on either side, are tacky, immature and 
unintelligent.  We can do better. 

Estate jewelry is 
bringing strong 
auction prices

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

Recently, estate jewelry has 
been bringing some of  the 
strongest prices we’ve seen. In 
today’s column I’ll define exact-
ly what estate jewelry is and 
share more about prices for this 
desirable item. 

Even estate jewelry dealers’ 
opinions differ on what estate 
jewelry is. However, the consen-
sus is that estate jewelry is sim-
ply jewelry that was previously 
owned by someone else. There 
seems to mainly be agreement 
that costume jewelry isn’t estate 
jewelry. It’s generally believed 
that estate jewelry is fine jewel-
ry crafted from precious metals 
like gold or platinum. Estate 
jewelry often includes gemstones like 
diamonds, opals, rubies, emeralds, jade, 
sapphires, etc.  

Estate jewelry can be broken down 
further by the age of  the pieces. U.S. 
Customs defines an antique as an item 
that’s 100 years old or older. Therefore, 
jewelry made 100 or more years ago is 
considered antique. But what is consid-
ered vintage varies. Some consider vin-
tage to be 50 years old or more.  Others 
consider vintage jewelry to be 30 or even 
20 years old. Some describe jewelry that 
isn’t old enough to be antique or vintage 
as pre-owned.

Age is just one of  the factors that 
determines the value of  your estate 
jewelry. Most collectors want antique or 
vintage pieces as the value is typically 
higher for them. As with most items, 
the craftsmanship with older jewelry 
is often much better than with newer 
pieces. 

The designer also makes a difference 
with estate jewelry. People will pay 
more for well-made pieces by compa-
nies like Cartier and Tiffany. Further, 
the size and weight are important fac-
tors. Larger, heavier pieces are worth 
at least the value of  the gold they con-
tain. Diamonds and other gemstones 
can have significant value. In one of  our 
auctions several years ago, a three and 

a half  carat diamond sold for 
over $30,000. Whether you have 
an old mine cut, Marquise cut, 
oval cut or any other diamond 
cut, the 4 Cs of  diamonds still 
apply (color, cut, clarity and 
carat.)

Our November auction fea-
tured estate jewelry, gold coins 
and watches that brought nice 
results for the consignors. A 
newer 14-karat gold Italian 
20-inch serpentine necklace 
sold for $650. An 18-karat jade 
ring brought nearly $900. A 
14-karat gold with two and a 
half  carat old mine cut dia-
monds and sapphire ring went 
for over $1,000. An 18-karat 

seven-inch turquoise bracelet with 
small diamonds reached over $2,100. A 
men’s platinum moonstone ring with 
two small diamonds on the side sold 
for nearly $3,000. A Tiffany 18-karat 
white gold, platinum, emerald and dia-
mond ring fetched over $4,000. A jew-
eled 18-karat gold dagger cut through 
all other items to reach the top auction 
price when it sold for over $8,000. 

We will be running Session 5 of  the 
model railroad, die-cast cars and mod-
els next month. We are now accept-
ing quality consignments for our next 
multi-estate auction including estate 
jewelry, sterling silver, coins, art, comic 
books, sports cards, advertising signs 
and other valuable antiques and collect-
ibles. I’ll be teaching my “Evaluating 
your Antiques” class again on March 
23 at the Bay Path Evening school in 
Charlton, Mass. Please sign up for our 
email list on our website or follow us on 
Facebook to stay up to date on upcom-
ing events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Use your words
When I was a boy, my 

parents always told me, 
“Toby, you’re so smart and 
handsome!” I didn’t know 
any better, so I believed I 
was smart and handsome. 
When I started attending 
school, I heard something 
different. I heard whispers 
from my teachers to my parents about 
how they thought I had a learning dis-
ability.

Around that time, my parents started 
telling me, “Toby, you’re smart, hand-
some, and you’re a late bloomer.”  They 
were putting a positive spin on the sit-
uation. 

I took to heart what they said, when-
ever I didn’t do well in school, which 
was often, my parents would worriedly 
look over my report card, and I’d reas-
sure them, “Don’t worry, I’m just a late 
bloomer, I’ll get good grades someday!” 
which turned out to be true. A decade 
or more later, I started earning excellent 
grades while studying acting in college. 
To take my business to the next level, I 
recently graduated from a UCLA coding 
Bootcamp with almost all A’s. I grew up 
with the expectation that one day I’d get 
good grades, and it came to pass. 

What if  instead of  telling me that I 
was a late bloomer, my parents said, 
“you’re dumber than a box of  rocks.” If  
they did, every time I got a bad grade, 
I’d say, “of  course! I’m dumber than a 
box of  rocks; I’ll never get good grades. 
I’m an idiot!” 

Some of  you may have gone through 
life feeling like a loser because that’s 
what you were told at home. I think 
we’re all born to win in our own way. 
It’s never too late to change what you’re 

telling yourself. 
I learned in college that it 

doesn’t matter what other 
people say or think about 
you. What matters is what 
you think and say about 
yourself. 

When I became an actor, 
I was surrounded by people 

who were more talented than me. I had 
never acted before, and it took me a few 
years to get the hang of  it. I remember 
hearing how some people in my classes 
thought I was a terrible actor. It was 
a massive blow to my ego, but rather 
than telling myself, “I’m a terrible actor, 
I’ll never get better.” I told myself, “I 
will become a talented actor; they don’t 
determine how good of  an actor I will 
become - I do.” No matter how insecure I 
felt, I kept telling myself, “I will become 
a talented actor!” For all the roles that 
I’ve booked on TV, Film and the Stage, 
I’ve never received a bad review.

I used to hear a former co-worker 
tell herself, “I’m so stupid!” whenever 
she did something wrong. Interestingly, 
I never heard her say, “I’m so intelli-
gent!!” when she did something right.

If  you call attention to your mistakes 
by telling yourself  that you’re stupid, 
more stupid mistakes will follow. 

I had a close friend who sarcastically 
told himself  dozens of  times a day, “I 
hate my life!” coincidentally, he was 
depressed and suicidal. His life seemed 
great; he had a great family and person-
ality; why did he hate his life? Is there 
a connection between how he felt and 
what he told himself ? 

When you create a negative narra-

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING

Turn To MOORE page     A10 www.StonebridgePress.com
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Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE 

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory 
Contact June at 508-909-4062  Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

APPLIANCES

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands Sales & Service

Family owned & operated since 1978. 
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Now Selling 
WEBER Grills 

Instant Financing Available

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Fall
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

LAUNDRY SERVICE

QUEEN
CLEANERS

Laundry Service & Cleaners
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

FREE Pick-up and Delivery
Doing your dirty deeds… royalty style!

Why go to the laundromat when it can come to you!

Call Jessie 774-364-5858 
292 Hamilton Street, Southbridge

Complete wash, dry, fold, 
pick-up and delivery service. 

All you have to do is put it away!
We use top of the line products

 including scent beads if requested.

Same Day 
Service 

Available

LOCAL
SERVICE
PROVIDERS

Deer season winding down

The final three weeks of  
the Massachusetts deer sea-
son opened for primitive arms 
hunters this past Monday, 
ending on Dec. 31. There are 
still a lot of  deer in local cov-
ers. Shotgun hunters reported a 
lot of  sightings during the shot-
gun season , but were unable 
to get a good shot. Hopefully, 
a few inches of  snow will give 
the hunters some great track-
ing conditions, providing the 
hunters with an opportunity to 
harvest a deer before the final 
day of  hunting.   

Most of  the deer that were 
harvested during the shot-
gun deer season were in good 
shape, and had a good amount 
of  fat that was observed during 
the skinning process. The large 
acorn crop should help many 
forms of  wildlife survive the 
upcoming winter months. This 
past week, a package of  veni-
son steaks were dropped off  at 
my home, which were quickly 
pan fried with a few onions and 
peppers the next day. A special 
thanks to the person that was 
kind enough to share some of  
his venison.

This week’s weather was 
expected to stay warm, which 
is not good news for ice fish-
ing. Shoreline anglers are 
still catching some impres-
sive trout at local lakes and 

ponds. Anglers that have not 
winterized their boats, are 
continuing to enjoy some good 
fishing for trout. Cape ponds 
are also producing some good 
late fall or early trout fish-
ing. It is worth the trip to the 
Cape to enjoy some great trout 
fishing, if  the warm weather 
continues. Hamblin Pond is 
this writer’s favorite pond to 
fish for trout, and often pro-
duces some 18-plus-inch rain-
bow trout. This Kettle pond is 
a shallow sediment-filled body 
of  water, formed by retreating 
glaciers or draining floodwa-
ters in years past. There are 
numerous Kettle Ponds on the 
Cape.

Mass. Fish and Wildlife 
has implemented a new 
Recreational Permitting 
System for hunting and fish-
ing licenses. The new system 
has been a bit of  a pain for 
many first-time, users but they 
have managed to go through 
the process. You need to set 
up an account with a new 
MassFishHunt permitting 
system. You will also notice 
that all license and permitting 
fees have increased and will 
continue to rise every year, for 
the next few years. You will 
also need an e-mail address and 
password to log onto the new 
site.

This year, overall transac-
tion fees will stay the same or 
decrease for most online cus-
tomers. The previous online 
system charged an administra-
tion fee of  $1.34 per license and 
a 3 percent convivence fee on 
the total transaction. The new 
online system will charge an 
administrative fee of  $1.45 per 
license and 2 percent convience 

fee on the total transaction. It 
sounds like I am reading my 
electric bill or gas bill! It is 
what it is!

Canada goose season opened 
this past Monday in the Central 
District, with a daily bag limit 
of  two birds. The season will 
run through Jan. 1. The late 
and final Goose season will 
open on Jan. 15 – Feb. 1, with a 
five-bird daily limit.

This past week, a few 
of  the Uxbridge Rod & Gun 
Club members observed a few 
trout poachers at their club 
pond. When they were con-
fronted, they quickly left the 
area , but not until the damage 
was done. The culprits were 
extremely brazen, ignoring our 
shouting to leave the area. A 
family of  otters were feeding 
on recently stocked trout at the 
club pond as they do every year, 
and when they have depleted 
the trout population, they move 
on to neighboring Rod & Gun 
Clubs, to feed on their trout.

With trout costing $3 a pound 
or more from trout hatcher-
ies, many anglers become a 
bit upset with the poachers, 
but there is not much they can 
do as very few trappers are 
left to keep their populations 
down. Even if  we could find 
a trapper, the trapping season 
for mink and River Otter ended 
December 15, 2021. Someone 
must have sent the otter a copy 
of  the Massachusetts trapping 
season, as they seem to show 
up after trapping season?

The Whitinsville Fish & 
Game Club will be holding 
another Breakfast Buffet on 
Sunday, Dec. 19, from 8 till 11 
a.m., and is open to the pub-
lic. The club will also be hold-

ing another Founders Day 
Prime Rib supper on the third 
Saturday of  January, 2022.  Be 
sure to get your tickets early 
as ticket sales are limited to 80 
reservations. It was a sell out 
last year and is expected to sell 
out early. The supper is also 

open to the public.
Merry Christmas & a Happy 

New Year to all. Stay safe and 
get your shots.Do not be fool-
ish!

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending !

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

This father and son team are eagerly awaiting some safe ice for ice fishing. 
It may not be long!

Plant a terrarium 
for a unique winter garden or gift

Create a garden 
under glass to enjoy or 
give as a gift to new, 
experienced, and even 
reluctant gardeners. 
This self-contained sys-
tem makes it easy to be 
a successful gardener 
with minimal care.

Purchase a terrar-
ium or repurpose 
something hiding on a shelf  in the 
basement, garage or shed. Even a cool 
glass container, cloche or bell jar turned 
open side down and placed on a shallow 
planting tray will work. Just glue a dec-
orative doorknob or handle on the top 
for easy access.

Make it more festive for the holidays. 
Visit the ornament aisle in your favor-
ite craft store. Create a mini terrarium 
from DIY Christmas orbs for holiday 
decoration or the perfect hostess gift.
Use closed terrariums like this when 

growing tropical plants. They thrive in 
the high humidity and moist soil.

Leave the top off  or use open con-
tainers like glass vases, or mason jars 
for cacti and succulents. Use a cacti 
and succulent mix for these drought 
tolerant plants. They prefer the lower 
humidity and drier soil that open ter-
rariums and cacti potting mix provide.

Once you have the container, you 

need to fill it with pot-
ting mix, plants, and 
other decorative items. 
Consider a layer of  dec-
orative stone, twigs, sea 
glass or sand at the bot-
tom for added color and 
interest. Some garden-
ers include a layer of  
charcoal to help absorb 
any odor. The key is not 

overwatering as the decorative stone 
and charcoal won’t prevent waterlogged 
soil from killing your plants.

Consider covering the stone layer 
with black landscape fabric to prevent 
the potting mix from filtering through 
and covering up these items. Cover this 
with a layer of  well-drained potting mix 
for tropical plants and cacti and suc-
culent mix for drought tolerant plants. 
Add contours to the soil level if  space 
allows for added interest.

Select a variety of  plants of  different 
heights, textures, and colors to create 
an attractive terrarium garden. Many 
garden centers now sell small speci-
mens perfect for these mini gardens.

Low growing tropical plants such 
as baby’s tears, creeping fig, moss, 
and ivies make excellent groundcov-
ers. Small specimens of  dracaenas, 
crotons, palms and podocarpus make 
nice upright features. Fill in the middle 

ground with ferns, nerve plants, polka 
dot plants and more.

Once assembled, terrariums are rel-
atively easy to manage. Moisten the 
soil and cover. Crack the lid open if  
condensation builds up on the glass. 
Then replace the cover and monitor the 
soil moisture and condensation. Add 
additional moisture carefully. A turkey 
baster is an easy way to water only the 
plants in need of  a drink.

Place your terrariums in a bright 
location away from direct light. Heat 
can build up in this covered ecosystem 
and cook your plants when placed in a 
sunny location.

Now is the perfect time to gather 
or purchase fun glassware, plant-
ing and decorating supplies, and, of  
course, plants. Then take a break from 
the hectic holiday season to plant up a 
few holiday decorations and green gifts 
for your loved ones.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 

Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
melindamyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Melinda Myers

Use open containers like glass vases for 
drought tolerant plants that prefer lower 
humidity and drier soil.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 12/13/21 was $2.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.50
50-75......... $3.25
75-150 ....... $2.85
150-300..... .$2.55

300-500........ $2.35
500 PLUS...... $2.20
Duel Fuel...... $3.50
Drop off Tanks..$3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Peter Maly, R.D.O. • Renee Gomez, O.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 • Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

Eyeglasses 
Eye Exams • Contacts

Trust your eyes to the eye 
professionals who have achieved the 
BEST OF CENTRAL MASS AWARD 

for the past five years!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420

www.edwardjones.com

Are you invested properly!
Get a second opinion.

MKT-5894K-A

Jeff Burdick, an Edward Jones financial 
advisor in Sturbridge, is supporting both a 

Thanksgiving can drive and Toys for Tots by using his office as a 
drop-off location for a canned goods and unwrapped toys drive. 
Canned items in need are stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, gravy, 
pickles, canned vegetables, canned fruit, and instant potatoes.

Residents may help support this effort by bringing 
in items to the Edward Jones branch office during the 
hours of 9am-4pm from November 8th to December 
9th. The branch address 419 Main St, Sturbridge Mass.

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
screen print and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner, 

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

OBITUARIES

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors. 
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

Takes years to build, seconds to break 
and forever to repair

Brimfield- Vincent Ralph Siniscalchi, 
68, passed away unexpectedly on 
Monday, December 6, 2021.

Born in Springfield, he was the son of  
the late Antonio & Josephine (Longo) 
Siniscalchi.

A graduate of  
Springfield Technical 
High School, class 
of  ‘71 and a mem-
ber of  the ROTC, 
Vinney went on to 
earn his Associate 
degree with a focus 
in Accounting from 
Springfield Technical 

Community College. First working 
at Shop Rite Supermarket, he retired 
from the United States Post Office Bulk 
Mail Center in Springfield after 34 
years. Vinney was Director of  Team 
Mass Basketball and coached soccer 
at Tantasqua Junior High School. 
He then moved on to coach Junior 
Varsity Soccer at Tantasqua Regional 
High School, where he also coached 

Freshman Basketball. He was also a 
member of  the Knights of  Columbus.

Vinney enjoyed spending time with 
his family, cooking, cruises and family 
vacations to Orlando, Florida.

Vinney is survived by his wife of  
40 years, Patti Ann (Sebastyanski) 
and his sons, Michael of  Brimfield, 
Joseph of  Newton, Christopher, wife 
Kylie, grand cat Oliver & grand dog 
Chewina of  Palmer, brother Anthony 
of  E. Longmeadow, and sister, 
Mariellen Szczebak & husband Frank 
of  Wilbraham.

Funeral services were conducted by 
Tazzini Funeral Home in Springfield. 
Burial will be at the convenience of  his 
family.

Because of  Vinney’s love of  and ded-
ication to coaching, please consider a 
memorial contribution to Tantasqua 
Regional High School’s Booster Club.

Please visit www.
TazziniFuneralHome.com for condo-
lences.

Vincent R. Siniscalchi, 68

Jerome Marshall Spencer, 78, of  
North Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
passed away peacefully November 27, 

2021, at his daughter’s 
home, surrounded by 
his loving family.

He was born 
February 5, 1943, 
in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, the 
son of  the late Leda 
and Russell Spencer. 
He was one of  ten 

children. He was preceded in death by 
2 sisters and 2 brothers, and left behind 
4 sisters and a brother.

He married Barbara Ann Ward 
on October 26, 1971, in Kentucky. Mr. 
Spencer was preceded in death by his 
wife, Barbara and a son, James Ward.  

He is survived by 4 daughters; a son; 7 
granddaughters; and 9 grandsons.

His favorite pastimes included travel-
ing around in his Jeep with his daugh-
ter Shelley, especially trips to Maine 
where he always enjoyed a fresh lob-
ster, in addition to Sunday drives with 
his sister Jennifer.

He enjoyed watching his favorite 
game shows, especially Price is Right 
and Wheel of  Fortune. He also loved 
participating in the annual chili cook-
off  at his daughter’s church, where 
he proudly took home the “People’s 
Choice” award three years ago.

At Mr. Spencer’s request, no funeral 
services will be held. A celebration of  
life service will be planned at a future 
date.

Jerome Marshall Spencer, 78
Charlton / Southbridge: Russell 

W. Cournoyer, Sr., 91, formerly of  
Southbridge, passed away on Saturday, 
Dec. 11th, in the Overlook Masonic 
Healthcare Center, Charlton, after an 
illness.

He leaves his 
beloved wife of  69 
years, Anita M. 
(Bozzo) Cournoyer; 
his three sons, Russell 
W. Cournoyer, Jr. 
and his fiancé Erica 
Spizzirri of  Webster, 
Wilfrid B. Cournoyer 
and his wife Denise 
of  Webster and Paul 
A. Cournoyer and 
his wife Kathleen 
of  Webster; his sis-
ter, Jean Bennett 
of  Florida; his four 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Patricia Cournoyer of  
Charlton, Elizabeth 

Cournoyer and her fiancé Artur 
Lachcik of  Boston, Ryan Cournoyer 
and his wife Janine of  Burlington, VT 
and Kaley Cournoyer of  Charleston, 
SC; and nieces and nephews.  He was 
born in Southbridge the son of  Wilfred 
and Yvette (Frappier) Cournoyer.  Russ 
was a US Navy Veteran of  the Korean 
War.

Russ owned and operated Russell 
W. Cournoyer Distributor of  Polar 
Beverages for 22 years and later Russell 
W. Cournoyer Distributor of  Very 
Fine Juices for 10 years, retiring many 
years ago.  He served on the Board of  
Directors of  the Southbridge Credit 
Union for over 40 years.  He was also 
a member of  the Southbridge Lions 
Club for over 50 years. He was a long 
time member of  St. Mary’s / St. John 
Paul II Parish in Southbridge and in 
recent years he became a member of  
St. Joseph’s Church in Charlton.  Russ 
was a very generous person and was 
especially giving with his time to serve 
others.  Above all he was a devoted and 
loving husband, father and grandfa-
ther. 

His funeral will be held on Saturday, 
Dec. 18th, from the Daniel T. Morrill 
Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton St., 
Southbridge, with a Mass at 10:00am in 
St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Rd. 
Ext., Charlton.  Burial will be in New 
Notre Dame Cemetery, Southbridge.  A 
calling hour in the funeral home will be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 18th, from 8:30 to 
9:30am.  

In lieu of  flowers donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
309 Waverly Oaks Rd., Waltham, MA 
02452 or online at www.alz.org. 

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Russell W. Cournoyer, Sr., 91

tive about yourself, you’re putting your-
self  into prison. It’s a trap, and you’ll 
become ensnared by your words.

I know people use their words to 
describe how they feel, but what if  we 
used our words to change how we feel? 
What if  you used your words to change 
the direction of  your life? 

Next time you feel insecure, tell your-
self, “I’m talented, I’m secure, I’m valu-
able, I have everything I need to suc-
ceed!”  Next time you feel like a failure, 
tell yourself, “Tomorrow will be better; 
my future is bright, I am a champion, I 
will accomplish my dreams!” 

As you move forward, don’t use your 
words to imprison yourself. Use them 
to set yourself  free! Use them to set 
into motion the type of  life you always 
wanted. 

MOORE
continued from page A8
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SPORTS
Minutemen — improving as game wears 

on — march past Southbridge
BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLTON — When Bay 
Path Regional hosted a varsi-
ty boys’ basketball game on 
Friday, Dec. 10 for the first time 
in close to two years — it came 
against Southbridge High — 
head coach Al Greenough 
knew that in the early going 
the quality of  play may not be 
superb.

“For not having played in 
a couple of  years, I kind of  
expected that it was going to 
be a lot rusty. There’s only so 
much in two weeks you can 
get in for the first game,” he 
said. “I was proud of  the guys 
because they battled through 
the first half…but in the third 
quarter they pulled away. They 
got the lead and in the fourth 
quarter they took care of  the 
basketball late in the game.”

The Minutemen trailed after 
the first quarter, 14-12, and 
held a slim lead of  28-25 at the 
half. But Bay Path outscored 
the Pioneers in the second half, 
40-33, to emerge with a 68-58 
victory.

Dylan Cotton, a senior for 
the Minutemen, scored a game-
high 30 points, with 20 of  those 
coming in the second half. In 
fact, Cotton got better by the 
quarter. He scored three points 
in the first quarter, seven in the 
second, eight in the third and 
12 in the fourth.

“He’s been around on varsity 
for four years and he’s our go-to 
guy when we need a basket, 
and he did that tonight. Every 
time we really needed one, he 
delivered,” Greenough said of  
Cotton before mentioning how 
he, like the team, improved 
in the second half. “He really 
struggled in the beginning. I 
think he was rushing his shot. 
He settled down as the game 
went on and we did a better 
job of  moving the ball, getting 
openings for him to shoot. As 
a result, he had better looks at 
the basket and he started mak-
ing more.”

As much as it looked like 
Bay Path may run away with 
the victory in the third quarter 
when they grabbed as much as 
a nine-point lead, Southbridge 
hung tough. Five late points 
from Angel Morales gave the 
Pioneers life, as they only 
trailed by a 40-36 margin head-
ing into the final frame.

But too many “hiccups,” 
according to head coach Victor 
Colon, did Southbridge in. He 
noted that “turnovers,” “not 

rotating,” and “not finishing at 
the basket” as the key elements 
that didn’t allow for the come-
back to be completed.

Cotton also had something to 
do with Bay Path maintaining 
the lead, as his 3-pointer with 
6:07 to play put the Minutemen 
ahead, 48-38, for their first 
double-digit advantage of  the 

night.
“We knew Cotton was going 

to go and just shoot. A lot of  
the times they went to the high 
post and everybody collapsed. I 
had to call a timeout to adjust 
that, and they still did it. Once 
they collapsed into the high 
post, that wing is wide open. 
That’s where he got the major-

ity of  his points,” explained 
Colon. “We knew he’d be a 
lethal shooter.”

In addition to Cotton, seven 
other Minutemen registered at 
least three points and Corey 
Scovil pulled down double-digit 
rebounding totals to aid in a 
total team effort.

“Wearing these masks, it’s 
a very difficult situation — 
breathing on the court, and so 
on and so forth — so I knew 
going into this year we’re going 
to have to rely on the whole 
team to get it done. The good 
news is this is one of  the deep-
est teams I’ve had in years. I was 
proud of  the whole team effort 
tonight,” said Greenough.

Similar to Bay Path, the 
Pioneers also had contri-
butions all around the floor. 
Morales and Kevin Loftus both 
scored 12 points, while Sam 
Ortiz added 10 more. A total 
of  12 players either scored or 

grabbed a rebound, which is 
familiar for a Colon-coached 
club.

“That’s the way I like to 
play,” he said of  playing all 
the substitutes and then giving 
more time to the top producers. 
“Angel Morales, he sprained 
his ankle in practice [two days 
prior] so he iced it, iced it, iced 
it — he was determined to play 
— I didn’t go to him in the first 
quarter and I don’t even think 
in the second quarter. At half-
time I asked, ‘are you sure you 
want to do it?’ and he said, ‘put 
me in.’ He went in there and he 
did work.”

Colon isn’t overly concerned 
about losing the first game of  
the season, either.

“I saw a lot of  good things — 
obviously a lot of  bad things — 
but it’s just lessons. Tomorrow 
we go and hit practice again,” 
he said.

Nick Ethier photos

Bay Path’s Cam Hafner soars toward the basket.

Zack Fritze of Bay Path sizes up a 3-point shot.

Bay Path’s Dylan Cotton saves the ball from bouncing out of bounds.

Southbridge’s Kevin Loftus goes up and in for an uncontested layup.

Auburn ice hockey hangs tough, but ultimately falls 
in season-opening loss to Nashoba

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

AUBURN — With Auburn 
High having not competed in 
winter season athletics during 
the 2020-2021 season due to 
COVID-19, it had been quite a 
while since the Rockets took to 
the ice for a game.

“This is like starting a whole 
new program,” explained 
head coach Glen Bombard. 
“We didn’t have any hockey 
last year. It’s like starting from 
scratch.”

Additionally, Auburn had 
three tryout dates and just 
five practices before host-
ing Nashoba Regional at the 
Horgan Arena on Thursday, 
Dec. 9 for a first round matchup 
in the Dana Willard Memorial 
Tournament. The Rockets — 
who co-op with Millbury High, 
Shepherd Hill Regional and 
Tantasqua Regional — played 
well in spurts but committed 
too many turnovers in a 4-2 
loss.

“I was expecting more. I 
thought we had a good week 
of  practice and a good week of  
prep,” explained Bombard. “It 
came down to four key, big mis-
takes. That second one in the 
second period with 20 seconds 
left when we pinched, that was 
a tough one.”

Bombard spoke of  a goal off  
the stick of  the Wolves’ Billy 
Johns, which made it a 2-0 
game at the second intermis-
sion. Johns broke down the left 
wing uncontested and fired off  
a wrist shot that got under-
neath the arm of  Rockets’ 
goalie Nate Brown. Kameron 

Pierce and Joseph Quinn were 
credited with the assists.

That trio struck first for 
Nashoba just two minutes into 
the game when Pierce scored, 
and Pierce and Quinn grabbed 
assists.

Auburn righted the ship 
in the third period when it 
took just one minute and one 
second to slice the deficit in 
half. On the power play, Dillon 
Winkelmann snapped the puck 
from the slot, and it got up and 
over goalie Jack Peterson (18 
saves) for the goal.

Then, just over three min-

utes later, the Rockets tied the 
score thanks to a strong indi-
vidual effort from Braden Rich. 
Rich stole the puck in the offen-
sive zone, and it slipped down 
to Jack Gaudette. From there, 
Gaudette sent the puck back up 
to Rich, who turned and shot 
into the net.

“It was hard work. If  you 
do that all the time — you 
know as well as I do — you’re 
going to get good results,” said 
Bombard.

Although Auburn had all 
the momentum, it only took 
four minutes for the Wolves 

to regain their two-goal advan-
tage.

“We didn’t work hard every 
minute; we didn’t play 45 min-
utes,” said Bombard. “Then 
we go out and make two more 
mistakes. We’ll learn and put it 
behind us.”

On the winning goal, 
Nashoba’s Marcus DiBello was 
the beneficiary of  a nice pass 
from Joseph Scanlon. Adam 
Balewicz had the secondary 
assist.

Then, with 6:45 to go, the 
Wolves put the game away 
when Quinn scored off  a 

rebound. Scanlon and Johns 
added assists.

Despite the four goals 
against, Bombard was pleased 
with Brown’s play in between 
the pipes. Brown finished with 
18 saves, including a break-
away stop against Johns that 
kept the game tied at 2-2 for the 
time being.

“I thought he played well. 
The goals they got were all 
good goals,” the coach said.

Despite the season-opening 
setback, Bombard is optimistic 

Nick Ethier photos

Auburn’s Dillon Winkelmann controls the puck over the blue line and into 
Nashoba’s defensive zone.

Gavin Groh of Auburn zeroes in on crunching a Nashoba player into the 
boards.

Turn To HOCKEY page     A13



for the games ahead.
“There’s a lot of  good signs. For the 

first game, it’s just the mistakes. I think 
we’ll be all right in the long run. We 

have to grow and get to know each other, 
and we’ll go from there,” he concluded.

Update: Nashoba went on to win 
the Dana Willard Tournament on 
Saturday, Dec. 11, defeating Worcester 
6-3 in the championship game. Auburn 
won its consolation game versus East 
Longmeadow, 7-1. 
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SPORTS

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Fri, 12/17 & Sat, 12/18 (a�er 5pm)

HADDOCK PARM

MAHI MAHI

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 1/31/22

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

Book your Holiday Parties! Function Rooms 
for Any Size Party 10-250 Guests

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

For standard gift certificates, you can either order online, or call 
508-867-2345. If you would like custom amounts not listed online, 

or gift certificates for individual dining events, please give us a call 
and we will be happy to help you.

Gift Certificates Available…
The perfect gift or stocking stuffer!

Lunch: Fri. & Sat. 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri. & Sat.  5:00-Close

Sunday Brunch: 10:00-1:00

Gift 
Certificates

Happy Holidays from everyone at 
�e Spencer Country Inn. 

We hope your holidays will be �lled with joy and 
laughter through the New Year.

�ank you to all our family, friends, 
and customers for your patronage this past year

and to our Sta� for all your support
We look forward to serving and working with

you in 2022! 
500 Main St., Spencer, MA 508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 

Strong defensive showing 
propels Warriors past Northbridge

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

NORTHBRIDGE — 
The Tantasqua Regional 
girls’ varsity basketball 
team is at its best when 
it can set up a pressure 
defense, hoping to pro-
duce turnovers. But the 
Warriors can only get 
into that formation fol-
lowing made baskets, 
which they struggled to 
do at Veterans Memorial 
Field House versus 
Northbridge High on 
Monday, Dec. 13.

Tantasqua did score 
enough, however, and 
played stellar ‘D’ en route 
to winning a 35-30 deci-
sion.

“We want to run up 
and down the court and 
we want to press. We can 
only do that if  we get 
the ball in the basket,” 
explained first-year head 
coach Tony Giuggio, who 
came from Minnechaug 
Regional in Western 
Mass. “These kids have 
never played that way 
before and they’re still 
learning it. It’s a pro-
cess.”

But the pressure 
defense was effective 
when it was able to be 
implemented.

“We saw glimpses of  
it. When we scored and 
pressed, we can kind 
of  go on those runs,” 
Giuggio said.

The latter half  of  the 
third quarter was when 
Tantasqua played its best, 
as they turned a 20-16 
deficit — thanks to the 
Rams opening the quar-
ter with seven straight 
points — into a 30-24 lead 

thanks to a 14-4 run.
“I give Tantasqua cred-

it. They haven’t played 
in two years and they 
came out with inten-
sity, especially on the 
offensive boards that 
we did not match,” said 
Northbridge head coach 
Matt Gauthier, whose 
team was outrebound-
ed by a 51-30 margin. 
“Out of  those 51, I bet 
25 or 26 were offensive 
rebounds.”

Despite the loss, 
Gauthier did appreciate 
his team’s never quit 
mentally.

“I liked that they bat-

tled, they didn’t give up,” 
he said. “Down nine, 
that’s nothing in bas-
ketball. I liked that we 
fought back.”

The Rams cut the defi-
cit down to 33-30 in the 
final minutes, but the 
Warriors’ Dayna Lorenz 
— who led her team with 
12 points — calmly con-
nected on a pair of  free 
throws with 22 seconds 
to play. Her teammate, 
Kelsie Wotten, added 7 
points and 10 rebounds.

“We think we can be 
really good,” Giuggio 
said of  team expecta-
tions. “We’re in Division 

3 this year. We think we 
can go a long way, get to 
the State Tournament 
and do some damage if  
we get to that point.”

On the Northbridge 
side, Abby Fraser led the 
way with 15 points, and 
Molly Gahan contributed 
7 points and 9 boards.

The Rams are now 2-1 
following a two-game vic-
tory in the Marlborough 
Tip-Off  Classic.

Nick Ethier photos

Tantasqua’s Angelina Reno drive around Northbridge’s Liz 
Quimby. Gabby Scanlon of Tantasqua releases an outside jump shot attempt.

Tantasqua’s Dayna Lorenz 
fires off a pass down the 
court.

HOCKEY
continued from page    A12

Auburn’s Nolan White stick-handles the puck through Nashoba’s defense.

Goalie Nate Brown of Auburn makes the save with Nashoba on a breakaway.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

PRICE 
REDUCED 
$60,000

1.5 acres, 26’ living/dining 
room, Fireplace, 2 baths, 2100 
sq.�., 2 car garage
63 Klebart Avenue ~ $429,900

4 bedroom, 1/2 acre lot, Fire-
place, Small barn or workshop

56 Ash Street ~ $234,900

NEW LISTING:
3 units, Unique 
duplex style, 2 
units- 2 bedrooms 
ea., modern bath 
& kitchens, 1st 
�r unit possible 3 
bdrms, Sided, De-

tached garage, Updated electrical service
92 West Main St ~ $425,000

6 Units: Sided, 6  (1) bedroom  units, Recent 
roof, Detached barn
227 School St ~ $525,000

DUDLEY WEBSTER

WEBSTER WEBSTER

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

Ask about the 
Homes For Heroes 

Program 
for Buyers 
or Sellers

* Reward and Incentives
Call Diane or Jo-Ann

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Seasons Greetings - Happy Holidays

WEBSTER LAKE –  701 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE – 50 Laurelwood Drive! 90’ Waterfront! 
Western Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! Half Acre, 22,729’, of Natural 
Privacy! 6 Room Custom Built Cedar Home with 2 Car Attached 
Garage! Dining Area and Fireplaced Living Room with Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings! First Floor Master Bedroom with Full Bath! 2 
Second Floor Bedrooms and Second Full Bath, Large Second Floor 
Expansion Area! Additional Garage Space Under! Lighting Strike 
Fire Damage Repair Required! Tons of Potential! $889,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Scenic Ave! Views 
of Webster Lake! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Work-in Applianced Kit! Dining Area 
w/Cathedral Ceiling! Living Rm w/
Pine Flooring, Hearth & Woodstove! 
1st Flr Bedrm, 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full 
Baths! Expandable Walk-out Lower 
Level! Buderus Oil Heat! Recent 
Roof & Siding! $299,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.

Featured New Listing! 

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet sum-
mers on big & beautiful Webster 
Lake! 6 Rooms. Open Floor Plan! 
Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & 
Carpet. Master Bedroom, W/2 
Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths 
Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat 
Slips! Heated Pool! Natural Sandy 
Beach! $439,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.  

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 
Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St. - Approx. 8.47 Acres! River Frontage. 
NEW PRICE  $79,500.

Webster - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES! onSUGERLOAF HILL 
1000+/- of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000.

Webster - COOPER RD - 2 BUILDABLE LOTS! 
Water & SEWER Access. Zoned Lake Res.! 

$24,500. Each

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/CHARLTON

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

Multi-Familys - 4 Buildings! 9 Occupied Resi-
dential Units! 1 Occupied Commercial Unit! Huge 
BONUS, Drive through Heated Garage, can ac-
commodate up to 18 Vehicles!    $975,000.

Unit 1404 Marina side of the Complex - with 2 
Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons 
on Big & Beautiful Webster Lake. 
Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 
Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must see. 
Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale 
$600,000.

ON DEPOSIT IN 6 DAYS

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

WEBSTER - 20 & 22 COOPER RD

LAND  with Sewer & Water access! Excellent 
Opportunity for New Homes! Boat Ramp Near 
by! $24,500., each.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-148 HAMILTON ST.

Merry Christmas!

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$167,065,480.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Buying or Selling? — Are you eligible for a Hero Reward

Average Hero Reward® Savings: $2400
NO RED TAPE • NO HIDDEN FEES • NO CATCH

Receive significant Hero Rewards savings when you buy, sell or refinance a home with our 
real estate, mortgage, title and home inspection specialist

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Buying or Selling? — Are you eligible for a Hero Reward

Average Hero Reward® Savings: $2400
NO RED TAPE • NO HIDDEN FEES • NO CATCH

Receive significant Hero Rewards savings when you buy, sell or refinance a home with our 
real estate, mortgage, title and home inspection specialist

, 
Bob Lucier

Selling Dreams, 40 Years

1st Cornerstone Properties

Bob Lucier Broker/Associate
e: Luciersells@gmail.com
c: 603-828-2418
Licensed in MA, NH & FL

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Ode to Cranberries: 
A Festive Fruit Beyond the Holiday Table

New England cranberries are not just 
for the holidays anymore.  The tart 
fruit, hailed as the “king of  antioxi-
dants,” are enjoying a surge of  pop-
ularity as fans of  the bouncy berries 
are finding new and delicious ways to 
work the wee wonders into a daily diet.
From stalling a urinary tract infection, 
to preventing peptic ulcers, cranber-
ries have been credited with an array 
of  health helping benefits.  Ongoing 
research also shows the fruit holds 
promise in the fight against such ill-
nesses as cancer, heart and gum diseas-
es and more.  Add  the fact the berries 
are touted as a powerful antioxident 
and are  high on the list of  20 anti 
aging foods and its no wonder the bowl 
of  cranberry sauce could be the most 
important dish on the holiday table this 
year!

**
Humble Beginnings: Cranberries 

are native to New England, and the 
Northeast has long been credited with 
producing top quality bumper crops of  
the bright berries.  Today, cranberries 
are grown commercially throughout 
the northern United States, but it was 
the early Native Americans who first 
unleashed the impressive properties of  
the humble, bitter berry.  

**
The Indians used cranberries to make 

a poultice which proved an effective 
means to draw out the poison of  arrow 
wounds.   The dark, red juice of  the fruit 
also provided an attractive dye for pre-
cious blankets and fabrics.  In addition, 
cranberries mixed with dried venison 
and fat and dried in the sun formed sta-
ple food that could withstand the rigors 
of  travel, providing Native Americans 
with a valuable food source when they 
were hunting.  

**
The wild cranberry got its name from 

the early settlers, who dubbed the round 
fruit the “craneberry” for its pink blos-
soms that resemble the head of  a crane.
The Pilgrims adopted the Indian’s uses 
of  the fruit and expanded its use in cook-
ing to include meat sauces, tarts, jams 
and nogs.  As the early New England 
settlements expanded, new applications 
for the berries were discovered includ-
ing their role in relieving stomach dis-
orders, gall bladder pain, as well as 
treating blood and liver ailments.  The 
fruit, a rich source of  vitamin C,  was 
also credited with preventing scurvy in 
17the century seafaring crew members.

**
Cranberry Cures

Can the common cran-
berry cures what ails 
you?  Medical studies 
prove the fruit, until 
recently overlooked as 
a health benefit in mod-
ern times, is packed 
with healing properties.
Cranberries are perhaps 
best known for their role in prevent-
ing urinary tract infections.  A bottle of  
cranberry juice is often prescribed as a 
first response approach to an impend-
ing infection.  According to medical 
studies, the cranberries secret weapons 
are proanthocyanidins, nutrients which 
prevent certain bacteria from sticking 
to the lining of  the bladder, thus pre-
venting an infection.   

**
Research reveals the same anti stick 

properties might help stall bacteria 
from adhering to teeth and gums, slow-
ing or preventing cavity growth.  The 
same components may prevent stomach 
ulcers by stopping H. Pylori from stick-
ing to stomach cells.

**
Better yet, according to Ocean Spray 

Cranberries, Inc., the fruit may benefit 
the heart, as medical studies show cran-
berries can inhibit oxidation of  low-den-
sity cholesterol, which is thought to 
be one way cholesterol becomes sticky, 
allowing it to attach to the blood ves-
sel wall.  In addition, early laboratory 
studies suggest cranberry juice cocktail 
may be as effective as red wine in bene-
fitting heart health.

**
The impressive healing properties of  

cranberries include the powerful anti-
oxidents, plentiful in the little red ber-
ries.  These compounds, which include 
flavonoids and vitamins,  are credited 
with boosting the immune system and 
reducing free radicals, which can lead 
to a healthier body.

**
Current studies indicate a daily dose 

of  ten ounces of  cranberry juice can 
effectively achieve the bacteria block-
ing benefits to help prevent such health 
problems as urinary tract infections, 
gum disease and ulcers.

**
C r a n b e r r y  Re c i p e s

The tart, bright taste of  cranberries 
is always a crowd pleaser, whether 
the fresh fruit is cooked in a sauce, 

or served up a la mode 
at the end of  a holiday 
meal.  The following rec-
ipes are holiday worthy, 
but are versatile enough 
to be served up any time 
of  year.

**
Apple Cranberry Crisp

Too busy with the hustle 
and bustle of  the holidays 

to whip up a fresh, cranberry dessert?
This crock pot version cuts the effort, not 
the flavor of  this cold weather favorite.
Ingredients: Three apples; one cup 
cranberries; three quarters cup 
brown sugar; one third cup rolled 
oats (quick cooking); one quarter 
teaspoon salt; one teaspoon cinna-
mon; one third cup butter, softened.
Directions: Peel, core and slice apples. 
Place apple slices and cranberries in 
cup. Mix remaining ingredients in sepa-
rate bowl and sprinkle over top of  apple 
and cranberries. Place a few  paper 
towels over the top of  the crock pot, 
then place an object (such as a wooden 
spoon) across the top of  the pot and 
set lid on top. This allows the steam to 
escape. Turn slow cooker on high and 
cook for about 2 hours. Serves 4.  

**
Cranberry Walnut Relish

A step up from ordinary relish, this 
sweet condiment is festive and fancy 
enough to serve at the yuletide table.
Ingredients: 12 ounces fresh cranber-
ries; 3/4 cup white sugar; 1 (12 ounce) 
jar orange marmalade; 3/4 cup chopped 
walnuts; 1 tablespoon lemon juice;
Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Pour cranberries into  a shallow 1.5 
qt oven proof  baking dish. Sprinkle 
with sugar, cover with tinfoil and bake 
for 30-35 minutes.  Remove from oven 
and evenly distribute walnuts into the 
dish.  Recover and bake another ten 
minutes.  Stir in marmalade and lemon 
juice and combine well.  Allow dish to 
cool at room temperature, then cover 
and refrigerate for several hours before 
serving.

Curious about Cranberries?:
*Did you ever wonder why cranber-

ries have the ability to bounce?  Tiny 
pockets of  air inside the fruit allow the 
berries to bounce off  hard surfaces.  It 
is this same air that makes cranberries 
bouyant in water!

*Think cranberries grow in water?
Think again!  Cranberry vines grow 
in marshes and sandy bogs.  Because 

cranberries float, producers flood the 
bogs at harvest time to ease the chore of  
collecting the cranberries.

*It is widely reported that fresh 
cranberries were served at the 
first Thanksgiving in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.

*Cranberries are almost 90% water.
*Cranberries helped fight the war? 

During World War II, American forces 
were supplied with about one million 
pounds of  dehydrated cranberries each 
year.

*The United States boasts eight town-
ships in the USA named “Cranberry” or 
a variation of  the name.

*Cranberries pack a big punch!  There 
are over 4,000 cranberries in each gal-
lon of  cranberry juice.

*It took until 1994, but that year the 
native Cranberry was declared the offi-
cial state berry of  Massachusetts.

*History traces cranberry juice back 
to 1683, where the tart drink was first 
made by American settlers.

*The first commercial cranberry 
sauce was marketed in 1912.

* Believe it or not, cranber-
ry beds over a century old are 
still producing healthy berries!
**

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House – Contest has resumed!

Your tips can win you a great three 
course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

THE REAL ESTATE SECTION
FIND THE HOMES OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

SOUTHBRIDGE 
4 rooms

Bedroom, living room,
 dining, kitchen & bath
All appliance included 

Looking for single person 
No Smoking, No Pets

Electric heat
$800/month

First last security 
508-765-5129

2 used car snow tires
205/65R15
Fit some Camrys, 
Chevys, Chryslers
Excellent Condition
$85 for the pair

Call or text Joe
at 508-847-3861

Tires for Sale

Residential Property 
Maintenance Laborer

Webster Housing Authority
Full-time position with rotating weeks on-call hours. Requires 
work on variety of semi-skilled tasks in the maintenance and 

repair of the physical properties, grounds and equipment, such 
as painting, minor carpentry, electrical and plumbing work.
Basic requirements: High school graduate with at least one-

year of full-time, or equivalent part-time experience in property 
maintenance, building custodial and grounds keeping. 

Valid driver’s license and full COVID vaccination required. 
Must be able to utilize and navigate maintenance so�ware 

programs for daily tasks and record keeping.

For additional details and requirements, and to submit a resume 
contact paula.wha@onecommail.com

Hiring?
Reach 
More
Local 
Applicants

Help
Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (508) 76+4-4325

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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Season’s Greetings 
from the entire Crew at

Celebrating 15 Successful Years!

Celebrating 18 
Successful Years!

Thank you for making us the #1 Roofing Company 
in Central Massachusetts This Year!

LICENSED & INSURED ~ FREE ESTIMATES  
Office 508-765-0100 Cell: 774-272-1798

MA Reg #153955  •  CSL #095459  •  CT-HIC #0638641

25 Year Workmanship 
Warranty Available

Ivy Dowdle named 
to Head of School 
Scholar Honors List at 
Pomfret School

POMFRET, Conn. — Ivy 
Dowdle of  Charlton from 
the Class of  2024 was named 
to the Fall 2021 Head of  
School Scholar Honors list at 
Pomfret School. To achieve 
this level of  distinction, Ivy 
earned a grade point average 
of  at least 4.000 and received 

no grade lower than an A-.
Founded in 1894, Pomfret 

School is an independent 
coeducational college pre-
paratory boarding and day 
school for 350 students in 
grades 9 through 12 and 
postgraduates. Set on a stun-
ning 500-acre campus in 
Northeastern Connecticut, 
Pomfret cultivates a healthy 
interdependence of  mind, 
body, and spirit in its stu-
dents as it prepares them for 
college, and to lead and learn 
in a diverse and increasingly 
interconnected society.

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 
It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, SKATES

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $29899

$21999

LG FRONT LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

GIANT 
TOY

DEPARTMENT

GIANT 
TOY

DEPARTMENT

GIGANTIC
TV SALE

CHRISTMAS SALE  
Beat the Shortages & Price Increases! Don’t buy Till You See Us!

20% OFF
 ALL LEGOS!

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~
Monday-Friday 8:30am-6pm • Saturday till 3pm

~ SERVICE HOURS ~
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm • Saturday till Noon

Visit us on-line at www.lamoureuxford.com

QUALITY SELECTION • QUALITY SERVICE • QUALITY DEALER

Santa’s New Ride
2022 Ford F150!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
 from all of us at

Custom order 
your 

NEW Vehicle 
Today, 

and NOT over 
MSRP!!!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Call or stop by for more details. 
Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Call or stop by for more details. 

Shopping All Day?
Save yourself some time, Let us do the cooking!

ADVERTISING
WORKS.

Call
508-764-4325

stonebridgepress.news




