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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Crews recently began 
reconstruction efforts at the town-
owned Waite Pond Dam. 

At this year’s Annual Town Meeting, 
voters appropriated funding for the 
replacement and reconstruction of the 
dam. The town also obtained a grant to 
help fund the major project that began 
on Aug. 25.

The state’s Office of Dam Safety has 
listed Waite Pond Dam as a high-haz-
ard structure for many years. Officials 
were thrilled to secure the funding 
needed to proceed with the reconstruc-

tion project. 
“We are fortunate that the town was 

able to obtain grant funding to address 
a long-standing potential safety hazard 
to residents,” said Town Administrator 
David Genereux.

The project was competitively bid, 
as required by state law, and T. Ford 
Company, Inc., submitted the lowest 
qualified bid. On Aug. 25, the company 
began drawing down the water level of 
the dam; eventually, the pond’s depth 
will be reduced by eight feet.

Officials remind residents that the 
project will involve several steps. All 
boats, docks, and other structures 
in the pond should be immediately 

removed to avoid potential loss or dam-
age during the construction period. 

Additionally, reconstruction efforts 
will likely result in a loss of 20-25 feet 
of shoreline for the duration of the 
project. Crews will ensure that a desig-
nated portion of the pond is preserved 
throughout the project for fish and 
wildlife.

Trees and vegetation will be removed 
from the spillway area in the coming 
weeks. Several erosion control mea-
sures will be put in place where needed, 
officials said.

“There will be equipment and con-
struction materials stored on site. 
Please be careful when driving or walk-

ing by the area of the dam during work-
ing hours,” read a statement released 
by the town. 

Working hours for the project will 
be 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Some weeks may require 
Saturday work sessions.

For the duration of the project, public 
access to the pond will be closed. The 
area will be monitored by the Leicester 
Police Department. If you notice tres-
passing or suspicious activity in the 
area, notify police at 508-892-7010. 

The project is expected to be finished 
by the spring of next year. 

Please Read DAM, page  A2

Hearings planned 
on water main 

project
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Residents are invited to attend 
a pair of public hearings to 
learn more about the proposed 
Route 9 water main replace-
ment project.

The public meetings are 
scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 
9, at 7 p.m., as well as Saturday, 
Sept. 12, at 10 a.m. Both meet-
ings will be held inside the East 
Brookfield Elementary School 
auditorium.

Several items will be 
addressed at the meetings, 
including information on proj-
ect costs, benefits, and the 
voter authorization that will be 
required at the Sept. 16 Annual 
Town Meeting.

“We would like to see great 
participation at these meet-
ings. Anyone with questions 
is welcome to attend,” said 
Joseph Kenney, the East 
Brookfield Water Department 
Superintendent. 

The town has already 
applied for a loan through 
the MassDEP’s Clean Water 
Trust, which provides low-in-
terest loans to municipalities 
and other eligible entities. If 
authorization is secured at the 
Sept. 16 Annual Town Meeting, 
East Brookfield would be able 
to move forward with the loan 
process.

The borrowing for the project 
would be $2.8 million, officials 
said. A significant portion of 
the loan would be eligible for 

forgiveness as part of the Clean 
Water Trust (approximately 13 
percent on the principal).

“This is not a debt exclusion 
vote. We’re asking the town 
to authorize borrowing for 
this project,” said Selectman 
Theodore Boulay. “The debt 
service will be paid back 
through the Water Enterprise 
Fund. The town will not pay 
back debt, only residents who 
use the water.”

The town’s Water Enterprise 
Fund is a user-based system 
that was recently implemented. 
Residents can learn more about 
the process during the informa-
tional meetings.

The Annual Town Meeting 
will take place on Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, at 7 p.m. at East 
Brookfield Elementary School. 
Masks will be required at the 
meeting, and officials are hope-
ful for a strong voting turnout 
to address an important proj-
ect. 

“The water main is very old 
and undersized, and this proj-
ect will help with water quali-
ty and the rating for fire flow. 
Right now, our fire flow is pret-
ty poor,” Kenney said.

Fire flow is the amount of 
water available for fire protec-
tion purposes. About 80 years 
old, the flow output of the exist-
ing infrastructure is limited 
compared to that of modern 
equipment. If the water main 
project is approved, it would 

SPENCER —  Webster 
First Federal Credit Union 
was pleased to present 
Camp Marshall, located at 92 
McCormick Road in Spencer, 
with a donation of $35,000 this 
week.

Like many businesses, Camp 
Marshall has been affected 
by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Following new guidelines 
meant the camp was unable to 
host the typical amount of sum-
mer campers while simultane-

ously incurring more expenses 
from added health protocols 
and supplies. When overnight 
camps were moved unexpect-
edly to a Phase 4 summer 2021 
opening, the camp’s staff wor-
ried they may be unable to con-
tinue operating.

“Not being able to host over-
night campers this summer 
was a devastating blow. We 
already have to stretch our 
budget as thin as possible, but 
having to reduce our camper 

capacity combined with the 
loss of overnight camp equat-
ed to almost 75 percent less 
campers than last year, which 
is an almost impossible finan-
cial hurdle to overcome,” stat-
ed Camp Marshall’s Executive 
Director, Sheryl Moore.

In response to the news, Ms. 
Moore reached out to local 
media to raise awareness in 
hopes that something could be 
done to help. A camper par-
ent started a GoFundMe. Camp 

staff took pay cuts.
 “The staff has been amazing 

through all of the unknowns 
that have come with this 
summer,” said Ms. Moore. 
“We have had to constantly 
make adjustments and turn 
on a dime, and the staff was 

extremely committed to pre-
serving the experience for the 
campers above all else.”

  When Webster First 
President/CEO Michael 
Lussier heard about the camp’s 

Reconstruction efforts underway at Waite Pond Dam

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – A local teen 
has been selected as an hon-
ored hero for an upcoming 
virtual 5K.

T h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d 
MacKenzie Bowen, of 
Leicester, was named 
the honored hero for the 
Running in Place 5K, spon-
sored by IBD Connect, Inc. 
The virtual race is slated 
for Oct. 17, and each par-
ticipating team will choose 
the course, costume, and 
manner in which they will 
compete. Participants can 
take part in a walk, a run, a 
kayaking journey, or anoth-
er method of recreation.

Last year, Bowen was 
the top fundraiser for the 
event, which raises money 
to assist patients living 
with Crohn’s disease and 
colitis. As a Crohn’s disease 
patient, herself, it means a 
lot for Bowen to support oth-
ers living with IBD (inflam-
matory bowel disease). 

“The funds raised from 
this 5K allow us to buy sup-
plies for group meetings, a 
gift bag for any child who 
has recently been diag-
nosed with IBD, and the 
cost of raising awareness 
for Crohn’s and colitis,” 
said Bowen, who attends 
Leicester Middle School. 
“This year, we worked on a 
brochure that patients can 
take and give to the schools 
to educate them on what we 
truly need during the day.” 

Approximately one in 
every 100 Americans suffers 
from IBD, and researchers 
are still working on finding 
a cure. The two most com-
mon inflammatory bowel 

Teen honored 
as hero of local 5K
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Leicester’s MacKenzie Bowen was selected as an honored hero for 
an upcoming event. Please Read BOWEN, page  A2

Webster First Credit 
Union donates to 
Camp Marshall

Please Read DONATION, page  A2

Please Read WATER MAIN, page  A3
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struggle to stay afloat, he knew 
the credit union could make a 
difference. 

“The camp fits in with our 
values as a credit union – com-
munity, family, learning, and 
leadership,” stated Mr. Lussier.

According to Ms. Moore, the 
large donation will help the 
camp weather the off season and 
ensure they can come back for 

s u m m e r 
2021. “We 
are com-
mitted to 
getting cre-
ative in the 
off season 
to provide 
needed pro-
grams for 
the com-
munity, as 

school and daycare needs look 
very different this fall,” she said.

Speaking at the camp, Mr. 
Lussier stated, “We love that we 
have the ability to do this, to give 
back to the community. Many 
of our members and employees 
are from the area, and we have 
a branch in town. It’s making an 
impact right here at home.”

Ms. Moore stated, “We are 
extremely thankful that Mr. 
Lussier and Webster First were 
able to provide such generous 
assistance in our time of need. 
Tough times can bring out the 
best in our community and this 
is a prime example of just how 
amazing our community really 
is!”

About Webster First
Webster First Federal Credit 

Union serves the financial needs 
of Essex, Middlesex, Suffolk, and 
Worcester Counties. Founded 
in 1928, Webster First is one 
of the largest credit unions in 

Massachusetts with over $1B in 
assets and serving over 77,000 
members.

About Camp Marshall
Camp Marshall is located at 

92 McCormick Rd in Spencer. 
Situated centrally in the state on 
over 250 acres of unspoiled land, 
with additional acreage border-
ing Thompson Pond leased from 
the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, Camp Marshall 
has been serving the community 
for more than 50 years. Camp 
Marshall has fostered the youth 
of Worcester County and beyond, 
providing a positive learning 
experience and hands on out-
door and agricultural activities 
that promote respect, indepen-
dence, and positive self-esteem. 
Outside of summer camp, Camp 
Marshall is home to year-round 
youth educational programs and 
an equestrian center, as well as 
offering facility rentals.

DONATION
continued from page A1
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

10% discounts  
on the following cuts:

Bone-In Ribeye
Short Ribs

All Beef Roasts
Hamburger

A Call For Art 
Announcing the 17th Annual Art Show 

 and Sale to be held virtually on  
October 17, 2020 and running through 

 January 1st, 2021 on our website.

Online submission deadline September 19th, 2020. 
Artists may submit up to 5 pieces for entry at $5 apiece. 

Awards are given in the following categories: 
Oils, Watercolors, Pastels, Acrylics, Drawing & Printing, Traditional Photography,  
Digitally Enhanced Photos and Other Media (Digitally Created Art, Assemblage,  

3D art, collage, fiber/fabric art) 
For further information and the online submission form,  

visit us atMassasoitartguiltd.com or
e-mail us at info@massasoitartguiltd.com

Real Estate

Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$515,000, 50 Pine Ln, Tisne, 

Severine I, to Olanoff, Jared, and 
Olanoff, Lauren F.

LEICESTER
$445,000, 46 Parker St, Lopriore, 

Alan D, and Lopriore, Cheryl A, 
to VanHazinga, Jonathan, and 
VanHazinga, Heather M.

$240,800, 7 King Ter, Doug Will 
LLC, to Tran, Huy C.

$180,000, 38 Burncoat Ln, Hollyer, 
Mark G, and Perkins, Tracy, 
to Brigham, Benjamin R, and 
Brigham, Kelsey A.

$155,000, 44 Howard Ter, US Bank 
NA Tr, to Positive Spin Real Estate.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$75,000, Collins Rd, Bousquet, 

Jonathan, and Thomas, Jennifer, to 
Nmowicki, Shannon, and Pianka, 
Andrew J.

$75,000, Waite Corner Rd #1, 
Bousquet, Jonathan, and Thomas, 
Jennifer, to Nmowicki, Shannon, 
and Pianka, Andrew J.

$75,000, Waite Corner Rd #2, 
Bousquet, Jonathan, and Thomas, 
Jennifer, to Nmowicki, Shannon, 
and Pianka, Andrew J.

$75,000, Waite Corner Rd #R, 
Bousquet, Jonathan, and Thomas, 
Jennifer, to Nmowicki, Shannon, 
and Pianka, Andrew J.

SPENCER
$171,000, 28 S Spencer Rd, 

Santoscordero, Minerba, and 
Wright, Christie, to Williams, 
Adrian E, and Williams, Marcus N

WARREN
$305,000, 650 Reed St, Fredette, 

Andrew J, and Fredette,  Christine 
J, to Sweeney, Kevin, and Sweeney, 
Dawn D.

$206,401, 250 Reed St, Pothier, 
Sandra L, and Pothier, Richard A, 
to FNMA.

www.StonebridgePress.com

diseases are ulcerative colitis 
and Crohn’s disease.

Last year, Bowen’s support 
group leader, Lisa Fournier, 
came up with the idea for the 
fundraiser. The event allows 
people across the state and coun-
try to create a course and a team 
to support the cause. 

In 2019, Bowen and her friends 
immediately got involved in the 
fundraising effort and showed 
off their creativity in the pro-
cess.

“I decided that I was going 
to make a team and we would 
kayak the 5K,” Bowen told the 
New Leader. “My IBD friend, 
Jocelyn Pressley’s team, joined 
in an effort to raise awareness 
and funds.  We kayaked on 
Rochdale Pond and had a small 
barbeque after. Last year, I 
raised $2,253.” 

Bowen’s continued fundrais-
ing and awareness efforts have 
impressed the leadership of 
IBD Connect, a local nonprofit 
organization that was formed to 
support, engage, and empower 
patients and families living with 
Crohn’s disease and colitis. The 
organization was founded by 
Lisa Fournier, who has a pair of 
daughters who were diagnosed 
with Crohn’s disease. One of her 
daughters, now 22, has been liv-
ing with Crohn’s since the age of 
four; her second daughter was 
recently diagnosed.

With an intimate knowledge 
of the struggles endured by 
Crohn’s patients, Fournier is 
proud of everything Bowen has 
been able to accomplish.

“MacKenzie is being honored 
for her amazing contributions to 
the IBD world,” Fournier said. 
“She is an amazing role model 
and inspiration for a child of 
only 13 years. It is admirable to 

see a child go through so much 
and give so much at the same 
time.”

Despite her honored hero 
status for the upcoming event, 
Bowen is focused more on how 
she can keep advancing the 
cause.

“I don’t believe I am a hero. 
I believe that I’m in a position 
where I can help others,” Bowen 
said. “I am very thankful for all 
of the support that I have in my 
life, and all of these members 
that think I have done some-
thing special.”

Bowen has relied on tremen-
dous family support to help her 
through each obstacle, including 
several hospitalizations. One of 
her major daily challenges is get-
ting the proper balance of nutri-
tion for optimal digestion, and 
she frequently communicates 
with her teachers and the school 
nurse to arrange various health 
accommodations. She also 
receives specialized monthly 
infusions from a medical team.

With each hurdle Bowen 
encounters, her sister Kaylynn 
and other family members have 
been at her side – plus her dedi-
cated medical team.

“MacKenzie has been through 
so much over the past sever-
al years, and through it all she 
has shown a fierce determina-
tion to get better,” said Dr. Kerri 
Gosselin, a member of Bowen’s 
medical team.  “She is truly 
an expert in overcoming chal-
lenges and does so with grace 
and humor.  She is a true IBD 
champion, and I can’t wait to see 
where life takes her next.”

Outside of school, Bowen 
enjoys spending time with her 
family, playing with her two 
dogs, and working outdoors. 
She also babysits and mows 
lawns, serving as an inspiration 
to other kids dealing with the 
struggles of IBD.

“Challenges come at you every 

day. Sometimes you feel like giv-
ing up, but you have to find the 
things you love and keep push-
ing through,” Bowen said. “Find 
the little joys in life and make 
them bigger. Find others like 
you, who you can talk to and 
who truly understand what you 
go through every day, because 
even the professionals don’t 
always know.”

Bowen’s mission of helping 
others continues to strength-
en her connection with fellow 
patients, doctors, and volun-
teers. She has also helped inform 
the community of the challenges 
IBD patients face and how resi-
dents can join the cause. She is 
a critical member of her support 
group, Fournier said.

“I have been facilitating sup-
port groups for seven years, and 
I have yet to meet someone like 
her. She is the kindest and most 
compassionate patient, always 
the first to reach out to a new 
group member and try to make 
them comfortable and help them 
with any issues they may have,” 
Fournier said. “She is modest 
of her own journey and strug-
gles, and she puts her needs after 
anyone else’s. Her smile is con-
tagious and her courage admi-
rable. Despite many hospitaliza-
tions, she faces her IBD journey 
with a positive and nonchalant 
attitude.”

Looking ahead, Bowen is 
eager to continue her mission to 
help others and increase public 
knowledge.

“I will not stop raising aware-
ness until there is a cure,” 
Bowen said.

All funds raised from the 
Running in Place event will sup-
port families living with IBD. 
Medals will be awarded for top 
fundraisers, best outfits, and 
sportsmanship.

For more information 
about the event, visit www.
IbdConnectInc.org. 

BOWEN
continued from page A1

Allen Phillips, a Waite Street resi-
dent, has offered to be the liaison for 
the project. He can be reached at 774-
248-0828, or by email at Allen.Phillips@
mass.gov. 

Additionally, the Neighbors of Waite 
Pond community group has created a 
Facebook page. Messages and announce-
ments related to the project will be reg-
ularly posted on the Facebook page.

“We are looking forward to having 
this important project completed early 
next year,” read the town-issued state-
ment. 

 

DAM
continued from page A1
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EAST BROOKFIELD —  Second 
Chance Animal Services has risen to 
many challenges brought about by 
COVID-19 as the nonprofit’s shelter and 
community veterinary hospitals have 
remained open throughout the pandem-
ic to provide essential services for pets. 
Now they are left with a major chal-
lenge – donations are down while the 
cost of caring for pets in need has gone 
up.

 “On an early morning conference call 
in March, as news of the pandemic was 
growing more dire, a decision was made 
to do everything we could to remain 
open.  We knew that pets would need us 
now more than ever,” recounts Second 
Chance CEO Sheryl Blancato.  

In the months that followed, Second 
Chance took on the challenges brought 
about by COVID-19, continuing to help 
homeless and at-risk pets to find loving 
homes and caring for the medical needs 
of pets in the communities they serve.  

“I am so incredibly proud of our staff 
for all they have accomplished during 
this crisis, I am astounded by their inge-
nuity in finding new ways to help pets 
while enhancing safety for all.    Now 
Second Chance must tackle the finan-
cial challenge so we can continue to be 
there for pets,” Blancato said.

  As a nonprofit, Second Chance 
relies on donations and grants to oper-
ate.   Blancato notes that donations are 
down by more than 40 percent this year. 
Over one hundred events, including 
major fundraisers, have been postponed 
or cancelled this year.    These events 
provide critical funding for all the pro-
grams that help pets in need.  

“We know times are tough for many 

of our supporters, too.  Every day, we’re 
all facing new challenges brought upon 
us by the pandemic.    We’re not alone 
in sleepless nights of worry.  One thing 
that’s carried me through is knowing 
we can continue to make a difference 
for pets in need,” Blancato commented.

  Second Chance had to limit volun-
teer activity due to state restrictions, 
resulting in increased costs to run some 
programs like the pet food pantry which 
distributes pet food to local food pan-
tries.   The food pantry has been a life-
line for pets with owners facing seri-
ous financial challenges according to 
Blancato. We’re helping more pantries 
than ever before with more food than 
ever before. 

Second Chance remains committed to 
be there for all the pets in.  They are still 
on track to help over 40,000 pets once 
again this year.  

“Since the crisis began, our veteri-
nary hospitals have been seeing two to 
three times our normal caseload.    So 
many pet owners are turning to Second 
Chance because other area veterinary 
programs have been forced to limit ser-
vices or close altogether.  And there are 
pet owners who have been financially 
impacted by the pandemic and need 
the help of our subsidized rates to save 
their seriously ill pets.    We cannot let 
them down,” Blancato said.

 Those able to help sustain all the pro-
grams that help pets in need in our com-
munity can make a donation at  www.
secondchanceanimals.org, directly on 
the Second Chance Animal Services 
Facebook page or by mail to Second 
Chance, 111 Young Rd., East Brookfield.  

Accuracy Watch

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Piano Tuning 
             Repair&

Glen StevenS

508-885-3705

Hi! My name is Destinee  
and I want to be a movie star 

when I grow up!
Destinee is an intelligent girl of 

Caucasian descent. She likes to 
play games and is skilled socially. 
She is open and trusting with adults 
and is able to communicate her 
needs. She likes to play outside, do 
gymnastics, have her nails and hair 
done, roller skate, and read. She is 
very athletic and does well in sports. 
She does not require an additional 
help in school and is above grade 
level in reading. She currently re-
sides in a residential program.

Destinee is legally freed for adop-
tion. She has an open adoption 
agreement of three visits per year 
with her birth mother. She would 
do best with a single female, two 
moms, or a mom and dad. A family 
with no other children or much older 
children in the home would be best 
for Destinee. Her family must be 

willing to transport her to Western Massachusetts frequently for visits with her 
birth mother and brother.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If you’re 

at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, 
you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can 
be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; 
LGBTQ singles and couples. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.    

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. 
The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place 
to call home. 
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Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Name: Suri
Breed: DSH 
Sex: Spayed Male
Age: 4 Mos.

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041MARLEY

Suri is a very sweet kitten although she is a little 
shy initially when meeting new people.  She has her 
playful moments but then is content to “chill out” 
and watch the other “crazy” kittens. She would be a 
great companion for another kitten. She lived in one 
of our foster homes where she was very compatible 
with their cats and a dog. Suri has a lovely disposi-
tion and will blossom in a quiet and loving home.

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com 

Tues-Fri 10-4; Sat 10-2  

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

WE WILL BE CLOSED 
Sat, Sun & Mon (9/5-9/7) 
to allow our employees time  

with family. 
Have a fun & safe holiday weekend!

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

new • used • sales • service

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Donna Moore, Cherry Valley, MA

During this unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic Donna 

has taken a front seat in keeping our staff, volunteers 

and Veterans safe. Donna volunteers at least 3 days a 

week of shopping at the local Food Bank and assisting in 

our baby and food pantry. She assists in restocking and 

running supplies up to our Westfield office and delivering 

meals to shut in veterans throughout our community.

Thank you Donna for all that you do for Project New 

Hope and for the community!

 – Submitted by Bill Moore

also provide several other efficiency 
and environmental upgrades.

The project would range from the 
Spencer town line to the western part of 
town near the flats, with construction 
beginning as early as next summer. 
Repaving work on Route 9 would then 
take place between 2022-23. 

At the informational hearings, resi-
dents will review a presentation from 
Tighe and Bond, an engineering compa-
ny hired to assist with the town’s water 
infrastructure improvements.

The public meetings will also 
cover East Brookfield’s Water Meter 
Replacement Program, which is now in 
full swing. The town’s water rates will 
be addressed as well. 

WATER MAIN
continued from page A1

Sports officials adopt “floating 
season” approach for football

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

REGION – After reaching fourth 
down in their attempt to save high 
school football this year, state leaders 
agreed to a “floating season” approach.

Football, cheerleading, and unified 
basketball will be played between 
late February and late April as part 
of a fourth sports season approved 
last month by the Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA).

Earlier this summer, the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs 
(EEA) issued updated reopening stan-
dards for youth and adult amateur 
sports. The regulations require signif-
icant modifications to contact sports, 
and they would have made it virtually 
impossible to play football this fall.

“The guidelines are designed to pro-
vide instructions to facility operators 
and activity organizers to help protect 
against the spread of COVID-19,” read a 
statement released by the EEA.

In the guidelines, sports are broken 
down into three categories: low risk, 
moderate risk, and high risk. Due to the 
frequent physical contact in football, it 
was assigned to the high risk category 
along with wrestling, rugby, basketball, 
lacrosse, ice hockey, cheerleading, mar-
tial arts, ultimate frisbee, boxing, and 
pair figure skating. 

Since major changes to the basic 
game structure of football would have 
been necessary to satisfy the state’s fall 
reopening regulations, officials decided 

to move it to late February. By then, 
MIAA leaders hope a vaccine is in place 
and regulations on sports can be loos-
ened. 

For now, area football teams are 
scrambling to find ways to keep their 
skills sharp. Many coaches have not 
even seen their players since the spring, 
before the statewide shutdown.

“Once COVID-19 hit and school closed, 
we have not been able to be together at 
all,” said Christopher Barry, the assis-
tant coach of the Leicester High School 
squad. “Our school facilities have been 
off-limits, and we are not able to have 
contact with our players other than 
through email or text.  This is not the 
kind of relationship we want to have 
with our players.”

Local football players and coaches 
are particularly frustrated because 
almost all other fall sports are allowed 
to resume this month, with restrictions.

Assigned to the low risk or moderate 
risk categories, cross country, soccer, 
field hockey, volleyball, and others will 
be returning to play, beginning on Sept. 
18. Masks and social distancing mea-
sures will be heavily employed by play-
ers, coaches, and game officials, allow-
ing student-athletes to get back into the 
game as safely as possible.

But the Friday night lights will stay 
dark this fall for area football teams, 
and there are no guarantees that con-
ditions will be improved enough for 
games in late February. State officials 
will review COVID-19 data in January 
and make a determination on whether 
to proceed with the floating season. 

For football athletes and coaches, the 
uncertainty has been a major challenge. 
They understand the reasons for the 
decisions made by state officials, but 
that doesn’t make the situation any less 
frustrating.

“We appreciate  all of the work and 
dedication those people put in to make 
the best decision for our students to 
have a football season and to be safe,” 
said Barry, whose team went 12-1 last 
year and captured the D7 Central Mass. 
crown.  “There are still so many ques-
tions that remain unanswered, which is 
completely understandable during this 
unprecedented time.”

Added Barry, “Whatever the next 
steps are, we look forward to seeing our 
kids again.  We have a great group of 
seniors we want to honor in their final 
season, 24 freshmen who are interested 
in joining our program, and players 
in grades in between  hungry to have 
another winning season and defend our 
titles.”  

Beginning on Sept. 18, football teams 
will be able to hold modified practices. 
Several restrictions will be in place, and 
players won’t be able to participate in 
hitting, blocking, team meals, and other 
activities. For coaches, the main goal is 
to keep their athletes physically condi-
tioned and mentally sharp through the 
fall and winter.

“To get back to some normalcy would 
be best for students’ mental and physi-
cal health,” Barry said. “We are a foot-
ball town, and cannot wait until we get 
back together again.”

Second Chance rising to 
the challenges of 2020

Insightful
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LEICESTER – Even though 
the Senior Center isn’t able to 
resume all of its normal pro-
grams and activities, there are 
still plenty of fun events hap-
pening.

Last month, the Senior 
Center hosted a socially dis-
tanced hotdog cookout that 
was attended by several guests. 
Worcester Firefighter Karl 
Solomon served as the cook for 
this event. Town Administrator 
David Genereux and his assis-
tant, Kristen Forsberg, also 

attended the picnic.
Additionally, the center has 

resumed two exercise pro-
grams that are held outside on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

“Another program we are 
starting outside of our center is 
Train Your Brain,” said Senior 
Center Director Rachelle 
Cloutier.  “We have been very 
fortunate in receiving a grant 
and donations to help us out.” 

In another recent event for 
seniors, Worcester County 
Sheriff Lew Evangelidis distrib-

uted bags of goodies for seniors 
last month. Donna Ostiguy, a 
member of the Sheriff’s office, 
also attended the event and 
helped provide  bags of fresh 
organic vegetables for seniors.

The center has also part-
nered with Project New Hope 
and Johnson Farm on various 
unique collaborations.

Senior Center leaders thank 
all businesses, supporters, vol-
unteers, and officials who have 
recently contributed to events, 
programs, or donations. These 
include Walmart, Golden 
Needles, Nancy Lamb, Karen 
Chiaravallotti, Joan Anderson, 
Marilyn Hyland, Barbara 
Paszuk, Diane Bergin, Dorothy 
Dudley, Sheriff Evangelidis, 

and Donna Ostiguy. 
Senior Center leaders also 

thank Heidi Gambaccini for 
providing the ongoing senior 
exercise program and chair 

yoga program. 
To learn more about pro-

grams currently offered by the 
Senior Center, call 508-892-7016.

MERCURY RECOVERY PROGRAM

Mercury is an element that can be harmful to human health 
and the environment if not disposed of properly.

Mercury is found in products such as:

Please contact your local Board of Health or 
Department of Public Works for information 
on where to safely dispose of these items.

Button-Cell 
Batteries

Thermostats Thermometers Fluorescent 
Lamps

Mercury Switches

keepmercuryfromrising.org

SPONSORED BY

Suspected thieves flee police
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Three Connecticut 
teens are mired in legal trouble after 
fleeing police, crashing their car, and 
hiding in a swamp.

On Aug. 25, police were called at 
approximately 1:40 a.m. after a resident 
observed two individuals breaking into 
vehicles. When Leicester and Oxford 
officers arrived, the suspects entered 
a getaway vehicle and sped off toward 
Worcester.

The suspects’ vehicle failed to stop for 
police and was later found crashed and 
abandoned in Auburn, at the intersec-
tion of Route 20 and Route 12. A State 
Police K-9 unit was deployed to search 
the woods for the suspects, and they 
were discovered hiding in a nearby 

swamp.
All three suspects were arrested, 

including an 18-year-old man from 
Hartford, Conn., an 18-year-old man 
from Enfield, Conn., and a 17-year-old 
woman from West Hartford, Conn.

The suspects’ getaway vehicle was 
later determined to have been stolen 
from Connecticut.

The suspects are facing the following 
charges: receiving stolen property in 
excess of $1,200; breaking and enter-
ing into a motor vehicle during the 
night (felony); unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle; failure to stop for police; 
negligent operation of a vehicle; use 
of a vehicle without authority; and a 
marked lanes violation.

Police did not comment on whether 
they believe the suspects are connect-
ed to a rash of previous auto thefts 
throughout the area this summer. 

Similar incidents have been reported in 
Spencer, Paxton, Sturbridge, Charlton, 
and Southbridge, and several stolen 
vehicles have been recovered in the 
Hartford area.

Over the last year, the Sturbridge 
Police Department has investigated 14 
stolen vehicles in town and more than 
40 vehicle break-ins. 

“We continue to work collaboratively 
with the area police departments that 
are experiencing the same problem,” 
read a statement from Sturbridge Police 
Department Interim Chief Earl Dessert. 
“The suspects are believed to be part of 
a large organized group that is hitting 
towns throughout the Commonwealth, 
New York, and Connecticut.”

The Leicester Police Department 
thanks all officers involved in the 
August 25 pursuit and manhunt for the 
suspects.

“Thank you to the Oxford Police 
Department, the Massachusetts State 
Police, the MSP K-9 Unit, and the 
Auburn Police Department for your 
assistance in taking the individuals 
into custody,” read a statement released 
by the LPD.

Residents are reminded to lock their 
vehicles and bring all valuables indoors 
overnight. Several local thieves have 
targeted unlocked vehicles and items in 
plain sight. 

Additionally, if possible, store your 
vehicle in a garage or lighted driveway 
overnight. Police believe there may 
be several additional roving groups of 
thieves still targeting the area.

If you witness suspicious activity 
overnight, call your police department. 
As in the Aug. 25 incident, thefts have 
often occurred after midnight.

Leicester Senior Center 
hosting socially distanced events

Photo Courtesy

Local seniors recently enjoyed outdoor activities offered by the Leicester 
Senior Center.

Roger Williams University 
announces Spring 2020 graduates

BRISTOL, R.I. — The follow-
ing local residents were among 
the students who received their 
degrees in May as part of the 
Class of 2020:

Amelia Ashworth, of West 
Brookfield, graduated Cum 
Laude with a B.S. in Legal 
Studies in May as part of the 
Class of 2020.

Riley Mucha, of West 
Brookfield, graduated with a 
B.S. in Construction Mgmt. in 

May as part of the Class of 2020.
About RWU
With campuses on the coast 

of Bristol and in the heart of 
Providence, R.I., Roger Williams 
University is a forward-thinking 
private university committed to 
strengthening society through 
engaged teaching and learning. 
At RWU, small classes, direct 
access to faculty and guaranteed 
opportunity for real-world proj-
ects ensure that its nearly 4,000 

undergraduates - along with 
hundreds of law students, gradu-
ate students and adult learners - 
graduate with the ability to think 
critically along with the practi-
cal skills that today’s employers 
demand. Roger Williams is lead-
ing the way in American higher 
education, confronting the most 
pressing issues facing students 
and families - increasing costs, 
rising debt and job readiness.

StonebridgePress.com
If it’s important to you,

It’s 
important  

to us.
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GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty BlacktopNew Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

SummerSummer
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Concrete

—  SERVING CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND  —
WHY CONCRETE QUICK?

CONCRETE 
QUICK, LLC
No Minimum Purchase 

Buy Only What You Need

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility – according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job… no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Job too small • No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste • Environmentally Friendly

NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

WEEKEND Pours Available!
(508) 868-3946 ask for Clyde

ConcreteQuickLLC.com

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDERBEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550508-784-1550

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

for more information or for a free estimate
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Painting

Interior, 
Exterior

Wallpapering 
And 

General Repair 
Fully Insured

40 years experience

CALL 
508-764-8548

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY
 HARDSCAPE 

RETAINING WALLS
CHIMNEY REPAIR

PATIOS 
FOUNDATION CRACKS
PRESSURE WASHING

WATER PROOFING
CORD WOOD

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
DELIVERY OF  
AGGREGATE

Masonry

MAIN STREET  
SERVICES

Senior Citizen (65+) 
DISCOUNT

If we don’t do it,  
you don’t need it done.

Tradesman for over 40 yrs.

Call Rich for your 
next  project

508.963.1191

HANDYMAN

Handyman
Drain Clearing • Plumbing

Carpentry
Pressure Washing
Small Jobs to Total 

Renovations

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 9/30/20. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& & PROPANEPROPANE

commercial • residential

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter  
installation. 

Offer exp. 9/30/20.

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… 
Look no further!

I’ll beat any of my competitor’s prices by giving 
you back 10% of your hard earned money  

off their lowest price guaranteed!

Gutters

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

WASTE REMOVAL

TRUCKING INC.

• Residential • Commercial  
• Hauling • Recycling  

• Demolition • Transfer Station

Northbridge, MA 
508-234-2920

tomberkowitztruckinginc.com

TOM BERKOWITZ~Est. 1980~

Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering

Peter Giles  
28 Years Experience

Custom Homes • Additions • Garages 
Remodeling • Decks

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Wood & Tile 
Flooring • Roofing • Siding • Windows

MA: 508-450-3913 
Email: Gilescontractingllc@yahoo.com 

Licensed & Insured in MA & CT
www.allconstructionneeds.com

Builder

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control
Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured
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VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

Frank G. Chilinski
President and Publisher

Brendan Berube
Editor

To the Editor:
With the plethora of recent pressing 

subjects to write about, it’s difficult 
to choose just one. How does one sum 
up the current heated political land-
scape in a simple letter? How does one 
convey compassion and concern with 
the Corona, COVID-19, or whatever it’s 
called, outbreak, and its lingering con-
sequences.

I do not know exactly, being the mere 
mortal that I am. However, as Admiral 
David Farragut famously cried out, 
“Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!” 

Let’s start with the political land-
scape. Some have said this season’s 
election cycle is the most divisive ever. 
I am not sure about that claim, as I 
haven’t been around forever. What I do 
know is that politics, by its own nature, 
is divisive. It’s supposed to be. So poli-

tics is not necessarily bas, as some have 
insinuated.

Americans are witnessing a planned, 
well financed, all out attack on its core 
values, principles and imperfect histo-
ry upon which it stands. One of which 
is, “One Nation Under God.” This very 
phrase being omitted from the oration 
of the Pledge of Allegiance, not once 
but twice, in error (sure) at the recent 
Democratic Convention. Perhaps it 
was an honest omission, but I seriously 
doubt it. More likely, it’s an insight 
into their vision of the United States. A 
vision devoid of God and replaced with 
the tyranny of the state. So perhaps the 
new Pledge will be “One Nation Under 
US” (the state, their state). A frighten-
ing prospect at best.

What will you do?

To the Editor:
Last Friday, I witnessed firsthand 

the insanity, absurdity and ridiculous-
ness of the “Black Lives Matter” crazy, 
crony cult!

Initially, I passed very slow so I could 
get a gander of the demographic holding 
the signs.  As I circled back, I could not 
stop shaking my head.  I was appalled 
and in awe!  Ten juveniles, all white, 
70 percent female and all 18- 25 years 
of age, were holding their makeshift 

signs, protesting…who knows what?   
Upon re-approach, I waved my three-

foot United States flag out the window!
 As I passed, they screamed “fascist,” 

“racist,” “sexist,” and “homophobe!” 
Really!

These “Stepford” kids are the future 
of the United States?  Sad!

I am glad I am on the way out!

Jen Gaucher
Spencer

This is our future?

To the Editor:
In the Aug. 14 edition of this news-

paper, I published a letter titled 
“Dystopian future” where I imagined a 
terrible future state where Zoom video 
conferences were seen as appropriate 
alternatives to in-person meetings for 
all things including schools.

  I have been extremely disappointed 
with how the teacher’s unions have 
torpedoed in-person education.   As I 
have explained before, schools have a 
dual mission – education and childcare.  
From March-June 2020 the childcare 
portion of their mission was non-ex-
istent and the education portion was 
pretty poor.   Not for lack of trying on 

the part of the teachers but because 
“remote learning” is really teacher-as-
sisted homeschooling and either the 
parents are unable or simply don’t have 
the time to keep up with it.  The reality 
is that there was nobody to watch our 
children last spring and they barely 
learned anything.

  As we entered Summer 2020, the 
COVID-19 cases were very low and 
Governor Baker allowed childcare to 
open.   Given the unprecedented cir-
cumstances and how imperative it is 
for children to be educated, did we cre-
ate tent-cities in school yards to take 

Dystopia is here

To the Editor:
I recently read this in one of my 

morning meditations. I have edited and 
condensed it to remove anything offen-
sive to anyone. It is in regard to leaders 
and leadership. It said of them:

“Someone who would exercise 
authority with fatherly concern and 
compassion, not self-promotion, domi-
nation, or greed.

“A leader who doesn’t lord their 
authority over the people in his care.

“Leaders who don’t put themselves 
first.

“They are not greedy for honor or 
power.

“Instead of setting up people against 
one another, his people serve one 
another with love, respect, and honor.

“Leadership does not equate to tyr-
rany.”

Take this for whatever you glean 
from it. It said a lot to me about our 
current situation.

Judy Rose
East Brookfield

Musings on leadership

To the Editor:
Mr. Reid’s criticisms, and specifically 

his entire letter devoted to denouncing 
me, deserve a response.  

I don’t think I’ve ever publicly pro-
claimed myself to be an intellectual 
giant, but the more I read from others 
and the more Facebook arguments I get 
into with folks, the more I realize just 
how unintelligent and willfully misin-
formed the general population is.  

I believe Mr. Reid and I are in agree-
ment on the basic facts of the causes of 
the Civil War, but not in agreement on 
how to interpret them and we are going 
down a rabbit hole of semantics.   Sure, 
the Civil War was fought over “states’ 
rights,” specifically and almost exclu-
sively the right to own other human 
beings as slaves.  To say “states’ rights” 

was somehow separate from slavery 
in 1860 is intellectually dishonest.   The 
Civil War was fought to ensure the con-
tinuation of the institution of slavery.  
The end. 

The Republican party platform of 1860 
promised not to interfere with slavery 
in states where it was legal but opposed 
further extension of slavery into new 
Western territories.   Abraham Lincoln 
was elected in 1860 on this platform.  
The trigger for the Civil War and the 
southern states seceding from the union 
was fear that slavery could eventually be 
abolished by legal means, a constitution-
al amendment if you will.  By this time, 
slavery was abolished by all European 
empires leaving the United States and 

Just me and my brilliance

To the Editor:
I usually don’t respond to imaginary 

people, but, I suppose I can make one 
exception. Mr. Yarok, you assume 
much that isn’t so. While your true 
identity may have some inside informa-
tion regarding Mr. McRae, you couldn’t 
pick me out of a one-man line up.

As far as how I raise my children, 
I will raise them as my wife and I see 
fit. Following the advice from a pos-
sible figment of one person’s angry 
imagination is not something I plan 
on entertaining. I’d ask if you have 
children, but I feel I may already know 
the answer. Unlike you, I am not going 
to sit here and try to prognosticate 
any aspect of your life. May I be so 
bold as to assume you would also take 
issue with me bringing my children to 

church? Am I, yet again, indoctrinating 
them with what I want them to believe? 
Wait… that’s right… It takes a village. 
Somewhere, Mr. Yarok, a village is 
missing its fool.

In May of 2015, Kamala Harris, 
Attorney General of California 
at that time, was speaking at the 
Ford Foundation regarding Prison 
Education. During her speech she stat-
ed that 18 to 24 year olds in college 
are, and I quote, “Too stupid… They 
make really bad decisions.” Fast–for-
ward a whopping 4 years, now playing 
the part of a United States senator in 
the running for presidential consider-
ation, during a Presidential Town Hall 
she was asked whether 16 year olds 

Avoiding the left hook

Editorial

Happy 
trails

Actress Shirley MacLaine once 
wrote “Fear makes strangers of peo-
ple who would be friends.” 

This week, the topic of strangers 
has been at the forefront of our minds. 
Having met several strangers on the 
hiking trails over the past few months 
has opened up an appreciation for 
others that has always been there, 
yet as of late, for some reason, these 
meetings have become more meaning-
ful. Simple conversations can lead to 
an unraveling of several rewarding 
conversations. 

They always say there’s no such 
thing as a solo hike, and it’s true, for 
the most part. While hiking the Mount 
Cabot loop during a recent excursion 
to our friendly northern neighbor 
New Hampshire, a chance meeting 
with a teacher from the southern part 
of the Granite State took place. It was 
interesting to hear his views on his 
school re-opening plan and how he 
handled remote teaching. According 
to him, he sort of “rolled with it.” On 
that same trail, a fortunate meeting 
with Ray took place. A CPA from 
Boston who was on his 47th of New 
Hampshire’s 4,000 footers, was in the 
right spot at the right time. Being 
five feet, one inch in height, the hop 
from one boulder to the next on top of 
The Horn, would not have happened 
without a boost from Ray. Clasping 
his hands together and lifting me from 
one perch to the next made for a great 
lunch on top of the mountain. His 
tales of climbing to the Mt. Everest 
base camp and his ski adventures all 
over the world was the perfect accom-
paniment to a well deserved peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. 

A 66 year old veteran named Brian 
was the perfect person to head down 
Mount Willard with. After the storm 
wreaked havoc on the trail, the trek 
down was, well, sort of like an obsta-
cle course. Brian (and his dog) shared 
so many eye-opening stories about 
his time serving in the military. I was 
proud to have him by my side and 
honored he shared his story.

On top of North Sugarloaf, a Spanish 
teacher with her family topped the 
list. They were in from Mass for the 
weekend. They shared their love of 
New Hampshire with the best humor 
and were so appreciative of the nature 
around them. The family has decided 
to make lemonade out of lemons and 
are choosing to get their elementary 
age students out into the mountains 
as much as possible, the kids said they 
love every minute of it. 

When hiking sections of the 
Appalachian Trail, you will meet a 
ton of thru hikers, each coming with 
a unique name. This past week, while 
hiking the Beaver Brook Trail up to 
Mount Moosilauke, “Whole Foods,” 
“Square Peg” and “Sherpa” each had 
amazing tales. Whole Foods is from 
P.A. And was hiking south to Georgia, 
in a kilt. Square Peg stopped to chat as 
he was making his way down and told 
us, this was his third time completing 
the AT. Sherpa told us that the wind 
at the top literally blew him over. He 
was a tiny thing, and after summiting, 
we believed him. 

On top of Mount Nancy, a family 
surprised ‘Dad’ for his 50th with party 
hats and cupcakes. It was so neat to be 
a part of that. Impromptu parties are 
the best. This is a story that deserves 
it’s own and will be forthcoming in 
the next few months. 

Whether you chat someone up on 
the trails or in line at the store, you 
never know what you will learn. Some 
people will engage, others won’t. It’s a 
coin toss and that can be a fun game 
all it’s own. 

If you have a fear of talking to 
strangers, do it anyway. When you do 
something repeatedly the fear tends to 
dissipate and your conversation tech-
niques will feel more natural. If you 
imagine that the person is already 
your friend, you’ll treat them as such 
and this approach can alleviate an 
awkward feelings. 

In the words of Anais Nin, “Each 
friend represents a world in us, a 
world not born until they arrive, and 
it is only by this meeting that a new 
world is born.” 

Labor Day is almost here. Of course, 
this year, the holiday may have a differ-
ent impact, given the employment-re-
lated stress and disruptions stemming 
from the coronavirus. Yet, it’s good to 
recognize the value of work and its 
importance in achieving your life’s 
goals. But if you’re going to retire com-
fortably and reach your other financial 
objectives, you also need to invest – and 
your investments need to work as hard 
as you do.

To help make this happen, you need 
to know why you’re investing in the 
first place. You likely have a variety 
of financial goals, including short-term 
ones – a long vacation, a new car – and 
long-term ones, such as a comfortable 
retirement and the desire to leave a leg-
acy for your family. But you can’t invest 
in the same way for these goals. For 
example, when you’re planning an over-
seas vacation for next year, you want 
a certain amount of money to be avail-
able at a certain time, so you’ll want 
an investment that offers a high degree 
of preservation of principal. However, 
when you’re saving for a retirement 
that may be decades away, you need to 
consider investments that offer growth 
potential. In any case, you can help your 
investments work efficiently for you by 
matching them with specific goals.

You also want to keep your invest-
ments “on the job.” In the immediate 
aftermath of large market downturns, 
such as we saw earlier this year, many 
people simply stopped investing alto-
gether. But taking a “time out” can 
be costly. For one thing, when you 
stop adding to your investment port-
folio, you reduce its growth potential. 
Furthermore, if you’re on the invest-
ment sidelines, you might miss out on 
the next market rally – and the biggest 
gains often happen in the early stages of 
these rallies.

Not everyone simply abandons the 
investment world following a downturn, 
though – some people just put more 
money into cash and cash equivalent 
accounts. And while it’s a good idea to 
have enough cash on hand for emergen-
cies (about three to six months’ worth 
of living expenses), you may not want 
to have cash as the major component 
of your portfolio. Cash simply doesn’t 
“work” hard enough in the sense of 
providing you with long-term growth 
opportunities.

So, whether the markets are moving 
up, down or sideways, it’s important 
to keep investing and keep a reason-
able percentage of growth-oriented 
investments in your portfolio, with the 
exact amount depending on your goals, 
risk tolerance and time horizon. These 
investments will fluctuate in value, but 
the longer you hold them, the more 
the impact of short-term drops may be 
reduced, especially if you maintain a 
diversified portfolio, although diversi-
fication, by itself, can’t ensure a profit 
or protect against loss in a declining 
market.

Finally, here’s one other step you 
can take to help keep your investments 
working hard: Check up on them peri-
odically. Review your portfolio at least 
once a year to determine if it’s still 
helping you make progress toward your 
goals. If it seems like you’re falling 
behind, you may need to adjust your 
investment mix. 

You’ve probably discovered that hard 
work pays off for you in just about 
every endeavor – so why should it be 
any different with investing? Keeping 
your investments working diligently 
can help boost your chances of achiev-
ing your important financial goals.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or 
jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Labor Day: Make 
investments work 
as hard as you do

JEFF 
BURDICK

Financial 
Focus

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
Drawing on advice a Sergeant Major 

gave my oldest son (“Never miss an 
opportunity to shut the hell up”), I 
have remained silent until I had the 
opportunity to experience both parties’ 
nominating conventions. I thorough-
ly followed both events, so now have 
things to offer.

I have been a longtime follower of 
things political since Eisenhower left 
office, and have followed many con-
ventions since that time.   I have to say 
that I actually prefer the format that the 
Democrats used.

As with State of the Union speech-
es, I find the obligatory applause an 
un-needed redundancy. Proceeding 
through the speeches and even the 
entertaining remote state roll call, in 

such a seamless fashion, was a refresh-
ing change. I would love to see the 
remote roll call become permanent for 
all future conventions.

As a practicing Democrat, I have little 
argument with any of the presentations 
made at the DNC.  I thought it was more 
of a review of the Trump presidency 
than packed with specifics of what a 
Biden administration will look like, but 
since unlike the RNC, there actually is 
a platform you can peruse, and because 
nobody ever gets everything they want, 
it appears that my priorities will be 
addressed, whether or not I will sup-
port the outcomes. I will cite disparities 
in RNC review.

I must start with the fact that I, like 

Welcome to Fantasy Island

To the Editor:
“A people that elect corrupt politi-

cians, impostors, thieves,and traitors 
are not victims...but accomplices.” 
George Orwell, author of “1984” and 
“Animal Farm”---among other attacks 
on the totalitarian state---made this com-
ment in the 1940’s, but it could not possi-
bly be more applicable than today in all 
of the most troubled areas of the present 
day United States of America.

In much of “normal” America, i.e., 
towns, cities and states managed by 
Republican or conservative gover-
nance, life goes on pretty much as it gen-
erally has throughout the experience of 
most of us, even considering the--hope-

fully--temporary changes wrought by 
the Chi-com Virus. We get and spend, 
eat and sleep, chat with our neighbors, 
cut the grass, and have the reasonable 
expectation that we can move about 
safely, that our rights and property 
are secure, and that our hopes for the 
future of kith and kin are not illusory.

Not so in “Blue” America, those for-
merly great and dynamic metropolises 
like Chicago, New York, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, 
Louisville, Philadelphia, Atlanta, and 
too many others to list, and where in 
every case  the Democrat Party has held 

Sow the wind, reap the whirlwind

To the Editor:
A couple of weeks ago, the Middle 

East peace agreement was signed and 
the positive news story should have 
been the headline of the week. It was 
the same time as Mr. Biden’s call for 
a mask mandate for the next three 
months. Hmmm…I wonder why for the 
next three months…oh, that’s right — 
by then, the presidential election will 
be over, and the reason the M.E.P.A. got 
little recognition — some of the news 
media is so biased, unfair, dishonest 
and vicious.

The mask mandate requires the wear-
ing of masks not only on the outside, 
but also on the inside of our homes, and 
hard working, taxpaying, law abiding 
citizens can be sued for not following 
the law; meanwhile, on our nightly 
news, we see our beautiful cities with 
burning buildings and businesses, loot-
ing, destruction beyond repair, and the 

merry “peace protectors” go on their 
merry way with sometimes getting 
their hands slapped.

How the Democratic Party labels this 
violence as “peaceful protesting” is 
beyond belief. Where is the justice? Oh, 
I know — it followed common sense out 
the window a few years ago.

One of the speakers at the Democratic 
Convention stated, “If you think the 
violence in cities is bad now, well, if Mr. 
Biden isn’t elected president, things 
will get a lot worse.” Is that a threat?

Our country needs prayers, and our 
only hope for a safe, secure United 
States of America is the re-election of 
Donald Trump as our president.

I am proud, as a former member of 
the Democratic Party, to cast my vote 
for President Trump.

Eva E. Perron
East Brookfield 

A Democrat for Trump

To the Editor:
While I usually focus on the econom-

ic issues and the various antics of our 
local crazed writers, I thought I would 
bring up the issue of time zones and 
daylight saving time.  This has been hotly 
debated, and in 2017, Massachusetts even 
looked into moving to year-round Atlantic 
Standard Time (no setting the clocks back 
in the fall).   

I demand that our various politicians 
running for office go on record…  Are you 
for DST or against it?  Do you support us 
being in the Eastern Time Zone dominat-
ed by New York and Florida or do you 

support a move to Atlantic Time?
First and foremost, I am a pro-Daylight 

Savings Time, and I hope to support pro-
DST candidates in the fall.

I really appreciate the novelty of shift-
ing the solar cycle with reference to the 
civil clock we all use twice a year plus it is 
less confusing to shift fore and aft along 
with the rest of the United States and 
Canada than it would be to have different 
time offsets at different times of the year.  
Consistency is key.  In the spring, it is fun 
and novel to have the sun set later and 

Time zones

To the Editor:
I work in Worcester. At noon on my 

lunch break, I take a walk around the 
plant. I do this because I know it’s my 
responsibility to stay strong to fight 
off viruses. I was on one of these walks 
in June after a night of BLM protest in 
Worcester. As I walked, the owner of 
a motorcycle store in the area stopped 
and asked me if he had seen any motor-
cycles in the woods. I said no, and asked 
what happened. It seems that night 
some people smashed his windows and 
stole a number of bikes. He was visi-
bly upset. This was a business he was 

trying to run during the devastating 
Covid shutdown. He didn’t need this 
crap going on. I then heard that many 
businesses had the same problem.  It  
looked like a concerted effort. Lure all 
the police to deal with the social dis-
ruption. That leaves the way for others 
to Smash and Grab free stuff. That 
must be the way these thugs get social 
justice.

In the coming months, we see the 
same thing happening in cities across 
the United States. Start a protest, then 
confront the police so they are drawn 

Smash and Grab

To the Editor:
With both the Democratic and 

Republican National Conventions behind 
us, we’ll probably find that Joe Biden’s 
polls popped up during his convention and 
Donald Trump’s polls bumped up during 
his.  It will probably all shake out to neu-
tral because both Joe Biden and Donald 
Trump are such well known and under-
stood characters at this point. 

To summarize the Republican speakers, 
the country had been brought back from 
the economic precipice from the dark-
est of times by the unrivaled leadership 
of President Trump.   According to them 
President Trump is solely responsible for 

the final three years of the 11-year-long 
economic expansion which ended with the 
COVID-19 crisis and the economy since 
the COVID crisis is not to be spoken of.  
The COVID crisis itself is mostly ignored 
besides using it as a reference point for 
when things were good.   If COVID was 
addressed, the blame was laid squarely at 
China which of course ignores how China 
was able to contain the virus and we were 
not and have now given up.   They con-
tinued that the country, during Trump’s 
term, has descended into chaos in the cit-
ies and we are surrounded by lawlessness. 

It’s off to the races

To the Editor:
In the Aug. 28 edition of the New 

Leader, Mr. McRae assumed that the 
readers of this great publication had 
not heard of the tragic death of Cannon 
Hinnant, and he would like to use too 
many words to hurl too many insults at 
those he considers enemies of the United 
States.

Mr. McRae need look no further than 
my own letter published in the Aug. 21 
edition titled “Protests.”   I beat him to 
the punch although from a very different 
viewpoint and analysis of the situation.  
Rather than simply repeating myself 
anyone who is interested should read my 
letter of Aug. 21 and then Mr. McRae’s 
letter of Aug. 28.  

Perhaps Mr. McRae first learned of 
the Cannon Hinnant case from me and 
couldn’t let an opportunity go to waste 
where he could hurl things like “Chi-
com,” “Bad Orange Man,” call John 
Lennon stupid and useless, Marxist, 
Communist…   I imagine he takes any 
chance he can get to claim Christianity, 
cops, capitalism, prisons, suburbs, home-
schooling, and America itself is about to 
be wiped from the face of the planet by 
black citizens who don’t want to be bru-
talized by the state.   There is a theory 
boiling over in conservatives’ heads and 
it is an opposition to protesting at all (lest 
we be called ingrates).  We have learned 
that there are a lot of “wrong” ways to 
peacefully protest – kneeling to the flag, 
refusing to go on a field for the nation-
al anthem, boycotting whole games.   It 
seems like there isn’t a “right” way to 
protest and the real issue is that they 
don’t want us to protest.  There is a peck-
ing order and de facto caste system in 
place and how dare they protest it.  The 
First Amendment makes things murky, 
so they try to paint all 25 million who 
protested for racial justice this summer 
with same brush as a rioting few. 

This was an interesting week, from the 
White Nationalist Trump party to the 
shooting and later protests in Kenosha, 
Wisc.  

First and foremost, no number of 
“tokens” speaking at the RNC will erase 
history and cloud reality.   There are 
42 million black people in America, of 
which 8 percent supported Trump in 
2016.   Eight percent while normally 
thought of as comically low still means 
that there is a pool of 3.3 million people 
from which to pick tokens to speak.  The 
speakers had to be carefully chosen for 
their ability to not mention the patho-
logical pursuit of a white nationalist, 
white power agenda and for their ability 
to connect with their abuser as though 
they had Stockholm syndrome.     These 
speakers were chosen, and their speech-
es written to soften or erase Trump’s 
overt history of racism and to falsify a 
story where liberals are the worse racial 
offenders.

The undertone of the entire conven-
tion is that the protests and violence that 
has erupted in the United States during 
President Trump’s term is somehow 
Joe Biden’s fault, no one would be safe 
in Joe Biden’s America, and re-electing 
Trump is a vote for change.   Someone 
should remind Trump that the images 
he shows are from his term, Joe Biden is 
not in a position of power, and the prior 
administration of which Joe Biden was 
a part represented a better and safer 
time in America.  Someone should really 
remind Trump that he’s the incumbent 
and he is supposed to ignore what went 
bad the last four years and play up what 
went well…  

Donald Trump’s message only makes 
sense if you view the world through a 
lens of us vs. them.  Trump is trying to 
run against ‘Democrat Mayors’ (it is 
‘Democratic’).   Regardless of what he 

thinks of these mayors, either we believe 
in separation of powers/local control 
and their actions are beyond the scope 
of the presidency…or Trump failed to 
take charge in his 1st term, so give him 
another?  

Meanwhile, there was a horrific shoot-
ing in Kenosha, WI where the police shot 
Jacob Blake, a black man, in the back at 
point blank range while he walked away 
in front of his three children.   He was 
shot seven times, paralyzed, and is still 
in the hospital.   These things happen 
in America all the time – as is often the 
case these days it was filmed.  The “back 
the blue” crowd should really focus their 
efforts on banning cell phone cameras, 
cops had it a lot easier before witnesses 
all carried video cameras in their pock-
ets.   

Of course, like clockwork whenever 
a black person is brutalized by state 
actors on camera, the protests started 
and thousands of people had taken to 
the streets within hours.   Jacob Blake 
was shot at 5:15 p.m. and a state of emer-
gency in Kenosha was declared by 10:15 
p.m. the same day and garbage trucks 
were used to block streets.   Within an 
hour of the declared emergency several 
garbage trucks and a trolley car were on 

McRae should read my letters

Community 
   Connection

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 
508-868-4291

www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com
MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/31/20 was $1.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
Discretion

Meatball
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.49 
Lg. 12” $5.49

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

www.northeastpizza.com

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

stay safe everyone!

267 Webster St. 
Worcester 

508-798-3111
New 

Location

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

See our Full Menu Pages R10 & R11,
2020 Restaurant Guide

Pepperoni
Pizza

Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

NEW full rack of 
ribs, FF & cole-

slaw $15.95
1/2 Rack $9.95

(available most locations)

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brookfield, MA

Open 8-5 daily
Gift Certificates Available

Your Fall Planting Headquarters
A Great Time to Plant!

Mums • Cabbage • Kale • Asters 
Gourds • Pansies • Millett

Pumpkins Coming Soon!
10” Select Topiaries Buy 1 Get 1 Free

25% OFF Trees & Shrubs
PERENNIALS - BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!

(Higher price prevails) • While Supplies Last

“We’re Always 
Growing…”

Celebrating 
42 years

Lush houseplants in our greenhouse!

Do It 4 U Studio

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL! 
$50 Unlimited Zumba 

Live + Livestream Classes Coming soon: 
Prerecorded Classes 

Fill your cup! Have fun! 
With me, Melanie Silva 

One hour that’s just for you! 
Follow us on Facebook: 

MS Zumbateer for all updates 
Located at: 369 Main Street, Ste 5 
Spencer, MA 01562 (508) 864-9224

Turn To KIMBALL page  A9

Turn To WASHINTON page  A16

Turn To ROSENBERG page  A16
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 To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

Visit these fine local establishments for 
great gifts, food, beverages & take-out too!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com               (508)867-2345

OUTDOOR DINING
Reservations are required; please wear masks upon entering

TAKE-OUT IS AVAILABLE 
Order from our Website or Facebook page

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 4:00-8:00;  
Sunday noon-6:00 pm

~ we will serve inside if it rains ~  We are looking forward to seeing you all again!

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com 
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

WE ARE RE-OPENED FOR 
INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Friday & Saturday Night After 4:30
Lobster & Steak Tip Sauté 

 Prime Rib
Full Menu – Take out still available

E.B. Flatts 
Rte 9  E. Brookfield • 508-867-6643
Breakfast & Lunch Daily • Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat

NOW OPEN  
to Dine-in or Take-out! 
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Call 508-867-6643  
or check out our  
Facebook page  

for updates.  
Thank you for your business! 

APPLES & PORK
Come see how we combine them for breakfast, 

lunch, and dinner specials this month!
Masks required to enter. 

Thank you

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
 508.885.7705
Open 7 Days • 6am-2:30pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips 
 New Special Every Saturday

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 9/30/20 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 9/30/20 • Alcohol Excluded

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 
7 Days 
a Week

We 
Deliver

267 Webster St., Worcester  508-798-3111
See our Full Menu on Pages R10 & R11 of  

the 2020 Restaurant Guide

Support Your 
Local Businesses

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $17.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.

We Deliver To:  
Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   

NEW HOURS:  Sun-Thurs 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9 
Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

Find our Full menu online or on pages R12 & R13  
of the 2020 Restaurant Guide.

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS: 

Spinach & Feta Pizza  
Sm.  $5.99   Lg. $9.99

Ham & Cheese Sub
 $5.99 any size

— BYOB —
WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com

Closed Sun & Mon • Tues 10am-3 pm 
Wed & Thur 10am-7pm • Fri & Sat 10am 8:30 pm

3 Course Meal Special 
Starts at 2pm Tuesday-Thursday~$25.00 

Full dine-in ~ with reservation 

Every Fri & Sat Night Full Dinner Service
~Reservations Only~

Specials listed daily on Facebook and on our Website 
Please wear masks to enter

Fresh Baked Bread  • Party Platters 
 Pastries, Cookies & Bars

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

NOW OPEN FOR 
DINE-IN AND TAKE OUT!

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Thur, Fri, Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Thur, Fri, Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 9/30/20

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

~ Function Rooms 10-250 Guests ~

Haymaker’s Grille 
NOW OPEN FOR DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

152 Main St, Spencer, MA • 774-745-8095
 

New Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 7am-2pm
Sat & Sun 7am-1pm

Daily Specials
Ice Cream, Desserts, 

Catering • Baked Goods 
Homemade Soup

Breakfast (all day) 
Lunch 

B.Y.O.B.
Check out our
 new menu at

www.haymakersgrille.
com/menu

YOUR 
AD HERE
To advertise on this 

page call June at 
508-909-4062

advantage of the good 
weather and make up for 
lost time?   Of course not!  
Nobody would dare sug-
gest teachers should have 
to work in the summer 
even during a 100-year 
plague. 

As we entered August, 
the teacher’s unions 
sprang into action, 
with ventilation system 
demands and whatnot 
that couldn’t be fulfilled 
in time for school to start.  
We had protests with gall-
ing signs that said things 
like “I will not sacrifice 
myself” as though the 
rest of the country hasn’t 
had to go back to work.  
COVID is dangerous, but 
our country responded 
poorly, now it’s not going 
anywhere, and we all 
have to live with the con-
sequences.   We are all at 
risk of catching COVID.  
We all can’t stay home 
forever.   We all perform 
functions in society that 
need to be performed.  
Teachers aren’t special. 

The reason to keep 
schools closed is not 
because the teachers are 
at special risk – teachers 
can be protected with 
masks and plexiglass well.  
Kids are not at high risk 
for COVID, either.   The 
reason to close schools 
is for the community.   If 
we put all the town’s chil-
dren in one place for six 
hours a day and then send 
everybody home, we cre-
ate an efficient commu-
nity vector.  It isn’t about 
the teachers.   It is about 
the community at large.  
I understand the teachers 
are doing a union-protect-
ed foot stomping, but it 
would have been nice if 
they at least made their 
reasons about “us” and 
the community instead of 
all about them.   

So, here we are, many 

large school districts 
are 100 percent remote 
and most districts are 
“hybrid.”   “Hybrid” is 
used loosely – like K-3 
going to school for four 
out of 10 days (Monday 
through Thursday every 
other week) with grades 
4-12 100 percent remote.  
This is terrible for both 
kids and parents. 

Of course, some parents 
simply can’t accommo-
date this.   Some parents 
need to be back in work 
because they don’t have 
a public union to stomp 
feet for them while the 
schools abdicate their 
childcare function.   Gov. 
Baker responded to this 
problem by issuing an 
executive order.   Did it 
target teachers and their 
union?   Did it target 
private employers who 
expect their employees 
back at work? Nope and 
nope!

Gov. Baker has autho-
rized daycare centers to 
accept school age children 
up to age 14 to supervise 
remote-learning.   Baker 
has further waived all 
licensure requirements 
for informal home-based 
school aged care/remote 
learning supervision as 
long as it is run by an 
unpaid parent.   

The reason for clos-
ing schools should never 
have been and should 
never be for the health 
concerns of the teachers.  
Teachers are employees 
just like all of us.  School 
teachers are at higher 
risk than office workers 
and lower risk compared 
to daycare workers.  
Governor Baker should 
make stay-at-home orders 
and re-opening plans 
based on the science and 
the data.  We should all be 
affected by these stay-at-
home orders equally.  If it 
isn’t safe for schools to be 
open then it isn’t safe for 
private daycares either 
and it probably isn’t safe 

for any non-essential 
employee to be at work.  If 
it is safe for daycares and 
daycare workers, then 
it’s safe for schools and 
schoolteachers.  

What is the point of clos-
ing the schools if we are 
just going to open daycare 
centers, paid study halls 
like I described in by Aug. 
14 letter!?  The sole reason 
to close schools is to force 
social distancing and 
eliminate the school as 
a viral spread vector for 
the community.  It seems 
what we did is we caved 
to the whims of a public 
union, but we are allow-
ing the viral spread vec-
tor to move to the private 
sector and the communi-
ty’s risks are unchanged.

Baker probably thinks 
it is moot because as 
we enter fall the COVID 
numbers are likely to get 
out of control and every-
thing will be shut down 
again anyway.   I am 
guessing that Baker sees 
the hypocrisy but decided 
it wasn’t a battle worth 
fighting, especially if he is 
going to shut everything 
down by October anyway.  
I beg to differ.   For one, 
it would have been valu-
able for our kids to go to 
school even if for only a 
month.  It isn’t just about 
this year though.  COVID 
isn’t going anywhere.   If 
a union needs to be bust-
ed we need to start now 
for whenever the next 
re-opening is that they 
will oppose.  Surely there 
must be private compa-
nies that are set up to 
offer Zoom Academy for 
far less than we pay our 
teachers.   Surely there 
must be schoolteachers 
in India who would jump 
at the chance to teach our 
kids in the middle of their 
night for half what our 
teachers earn.

 
Tanya Kaspi

Spencer

KASPI
continued from page A6

absolute sway for a very long time--a 
hundred years, for some--and with only 
an occasional and brief respite when 
Republican rule occurred (Giulianni, 
New York City; Samuel, Phila., and a 
very few others.) 

In these formerly robust and exciting-
-if not magical--cities, ruination now is 
the defining characteristic of them all. 
From Mr. Bennett’s “City by the Bay”-
-the only place in America where even 
the  dogs fear stepping in ubiquitous 
sidewalk(human)  waste---to Chicago 
where on a typical three-day weekend 25 
to 50 denizens of the Windy City are rou-
tinely shot (almost always black males 
by other black males), to The Big Apple 
where the greatest police department 
in the world--NYPD--are so demoralized 
they all want to quit and take a job as 
sheriff in Tanktown, South Dakota or 
some other peaceful place far removed 
from Gotham  ...they’re all collapsing. 
Frantic inhabitants can’t rent a U-Haul 
moving van in these places; they’ve 
all been taken by disillusioned, fearful, 
life-long residents of these conurbations 
eager to get out...to anywhere except to 
another city or state run by liberals.

Let’s, for example, look at New York 
City, the Big Apple, where, according 
to “Old Blue Eyes” in “New York, New 
York!!” it is: “...if you can make it here...
you can make it anywhere...it’s up to 
you...New York, New York!!” 

Well, Frank, hate to tell you, but the 
only things being made in New Yawk 
these days by rational people of any 
means at all are plans to get out as fast 
and as far away as possible. It’s dead, 
Frank. The coroner’s certificate reads: 
“NYC,

1624 - 2020. Cause of death: by its own 
hand.”

Oh, yes, it was once great, no, spec-
tacular among the cities of the world. 
The most exciting; the greatest bridg-
es; tallest buildings; longest tunnels; 
finest restaurants and hotels; greatest 
entertainment; most famous cabs and 
cops; best parks; home of the Yankees, 
the Knicks, the Rangers, the Giants; 
the greatest museums and orchestras; 
fabled statues and monuments; beauti-
ful cathedrals and churches; deep and 
wide rivers; steeped in history---it had 
it all. Everyone wanted to come to New 
York.

Now, no  one does anymore  except 
those looking for handouts of one kind 

or another--in exchange for their vote. 
Today, long distance drivers travel 
a hundred miles out of their way to 
avoid having to drive through the place. 
There’s too much to risk by breaking 
down on the Cross Bronx or the G.W. to 
take the chance, not to mention being 
ripped off by the exorbitant tolls.

Those long in the tooth like myself will 
remember with fondness Ella Fitzgerald 
in her inimitable cabaret-style sing-
ing Rodgers and Harts’ “Manhattan.” 
Lorenz Hart’s lyrics, written at a time 
when genius counted for something in 
the business of putting words to a mel-
ody--unlike today’s  devolved American 
pop music which usually consists of 
nothing more than some screaming 
of barely intelligible words proclaim-
ing...”oooh baby...all night long..all 
night long..oh yeah...”--paid tribute to 
the fun and glamor of the city especially 
for a young couple in love and started 
with:

 «We›ll take Manhattan...the Bronx 
and Staten.. Island, too... 

It›s lovely going through the 
(Bronx) zoo....»

After Larry Hart takes the listener 
through much of the City and its fea-
tures, the song concludes with:

«The city›s clamor can never spoil...
The dreams of a boy and goil...
 We›ll turn Manhattan... into an Isle 

of joy.»
Well, all right, but the famous romance 

of the city, the verve, the fun of which 
Mr. Hart wrote is gone, probably for-
ever, thanks to Mr. Orwell’s “...corrupt 
politicians, impostors, thieves and trai-
tors...” and their accomplices, the fools 
who voted for them.  

As in everything else that once 
worked gloriously well, but which has 
now been destroyed  in this country, 
look no further than the Democrat 
Party and its corrupt, traitorous leader-
ship. Many such things as cities, states, 
schools, families, neighborhoods, police 
departments, churches, race relations, 
businesses, and other once-successful 
organizations  are all in various states 
of collapse thanks to the unworkable, 
failed policies of liberals. Everything 
they touch: wreckage.

Exhibit A, New York City. With apol-
ogies to Mr. Lawrence Berra, late of 
the Pinstripe Boys, “New York? No 
one goes there anymore...it’s too crud-
dy.” Any people who would elect a full-
blown communist like Bill de Blasio 
and his embittered, race-obsessed wife, 

MCRAE
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Need Extra Storage Space? 
Brand New Facility in Brookfield Now Open!

Active Duty, Veterans, 
First Responder Discounts

4 Unit Sizes Available
(See Size Calculator on our Website)

Easy access on Route 9, Private Drive, Owner on site
Satisfaction Guaranteed • Affordable Prices
52 South Maple St. (Rt. 9), Brookfield, MA 01506

VictorySelfStorage.net • victoryselfstorage@gmail.com

508-868-7585

SELF STORAGE

2nd Building Complete. 
All unit sizes available!

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

We will remain open 
during the pandemic.

10% Senior 
Discount 65+

AUTO REPAIR

SMALL CAR 
CLINIC

322 Main Street (next to DPHS)
Spencer, MA 01562

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5
By Appointment 508-885-3544

Full Service Auto Repair 
 Foreign & Domestic

Over 40 Years 
in Spencer

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

CONCRETE READY-MIX

Residential 
& 

Commercial

Small  
& Large  

jobs

EAST BROOKFIELD, MAEAST BROOKFIELD, MA 
508-690-0052

Competitive prices
Family owned & operated

New England New England 
Ready MixReady Mix

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

AUTO & TIRE

Have your car checked 
for Fall Travels

Oil changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires  
Check Engine Light

Full 
Towing 
Service 

Interstate Batteries in stock
Battery &

 Antifreeze Testing
Free w/oil change

Featuring:
All Major  Brand Name 

Tires

To  
advertise in  

The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062  

jsima@
stonebridgepress.news

H: 508-867-6119 C: 413-324-6977

TREE SERVICE

• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Furnace & Firewood
• Storm work
• Firewood $180/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

Now 
Selling 
Quality 

Used Cars

Oil 
Change

$19.99
SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

A/C RECHARGE*
*Does not include vehicles 
with 1234YF refrigerant

$54.99

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Owner Operated ~ WILL DUMONT 

508-867-9353

$220 / 1500 gal. tank
$180 / 1000 gal. tank

Rutland, Paxton, W. Warren $230 & $190
WITH scheduled pump & cover exposed

Septic & Cesspool Pumping, 
Sewer Line Back-up

SEPTIC PUMPING

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

most of us, am really tired of this 
pandemic.   I diligently wear a 
mask to pick up a gallon of milk, 
and socially distance, even with 
healthy neighbors or family. I 
do this based upon science and 
wanting to finally close the thing 
down.   I am not a bit surprised 
at the lack of leadership from 
this administration.   I am also 
not surprised by the utter lack of 
giving any deference or enforce-
ment of either the Hatch Act or 
the Emoluments clause.

I thought the self serving 
swearing in of specially selected 
new citizens without them know-
ing they were an RNC segment, 
while the thousands of others 
who likely will not become cit-
izens in time to vote, due to the 
prohibitions against large gath-
erings in these difficult times, 
was completely overshadowed, 
first by unmasked audiences 
semi-separated at Fort McHenry, 
then shoulder to shoulder in 
thousands on the Whitehouse 
lawn.   It appears that this presi-
dent, who is also bored with the 
pandemic, has just declared it 
over.   He may have made sure 
for many of us, that it won’t end 
in our lifetime.  Him cowing and 
suppressing the health experts, 
is consistent with what has now 
happened to the Republican 
party.

The Republican Party, of 
Lincoln, Eisenhower, Reagan, 
GHW Bush, no longer exists. 
It has been supplanted by the 
Trump Cult.   The nature of it 
is very much along the lines 
of a monarchy, dictatorship 
or banana republic.   If it did 
exist, people like GW Bush, 
Mitt Romney, and John McCain 
would have felt welcome with-
in it.     Instead, the presentation 
consisted largely of the Trump 
family, government employees 
(in violation of the Hatch Act), 
people pardoned, with supported 
agendas or just cult members at 
large.

It surprises me to hear that fol-
lowers believe campaign prom-
ises were kept.. Not only did 
Mexico not pay for the wall, only 
275 miles of the 2000 mile stretch, 
has one, and only 25 miles of that 
is new, and funded by taking 
funding away from VA projects.  
Not only is there no new better 
cheaper healthcare plan, Trump 
is in court trying to repeal the 
ACA, including pre-existing 
condition coverage- during a 
pandemic where less people are 
insured than when he arrived, 
the deficit is not only not small-
er, but the only thing he deliv-
ered was to borrow $2 trillion 
more and give 83 percent of it to 
the highest earing one percent of 
earners (including himself),  nei-
ther North Korea or Iran are less 
of a nuclear threat, not only did 
he not release his taxes, even the 
courts are having trouble seeing 
them.

It is no coincidence that 
non-partisan inspector generals, 
have been replaced with loyalty 
pledged people and that Barr is 
not even remotely non-partisan.  
I am even expecting a Comey 
style release before Nov. 3.   Not 
only do they not enforce laws 
impartially, they actually ignore 
some.

It is almost foolish to go 
through the fact check process 
on Trump claims, but an exam-
ple is him trying to scare you 
into thinking the country will 
look exactly how it does now 
under his watch. That Biden 
would defund police, when in 
fact he wants to increase funding 
$300 million to improve policing.  
I guess he thinks we can improve 
on having a training officer kneel 
on someone’s neck until dead, 
or making a habit of shooting 
black men in the back.  MSNBC’s 
Maddow did several minutes of 
fact checks after the main event 
at the circus.     Pointing them 
out would be redundant for peo-
ple concerned with facts and a 
complete waste to tell the people 
who think over 180,000 dead and 
counting is acceptable, and that 
two thousand maskless people on 

the Whitehouse lawn, shoulder 
to shoulder is leadership. I think 
it was Forest Gump who said 
“Stupid is as stupid does”.

If you actually think that put-
ting a decent man in the Oval 
Office who will address things 
the vast majority of us want 
addressed, like climate change 
issues, and the related industry 
that would create, as opposed 
to drilling in the pristine artic 
reserve, so we can have cheap 
gas and all drive pickup and 
SUV’s until our southwest burns 
up,, our lowlands flood, and we 
can exchange cloth masks for 
oxygen, Trump is your guy. If 
you women want the govern-
ment to mandate your reproduc-
tive options, the great morality 
the religious right and catholic 
church have displayed should 
guide you.     If you really think 
everyone walking around with 
an assault rifle is a great idea and 
should be a right, because, clear-
ly, gun owners all have excel-
lent judgement, Trump is your 
guy.  If you have no problem with 
selective law enforcement and 
rules not applying equally to all, 
Trump is your guy.

It is pretty clear that this 
administration is no fan of actual 
democracy.   The cult is already 
saying what order the Trumps 
should continuously serve in 
the oval office.   I encourage all 
Americans to vote.   In some 
instances you should plan ahead 
to accomplish that.  While I don’t 
expect trouble here, I remember 
Wisconsin or Minnesota shut-
ting down polling places, forcing 
long lines in frigid conditions. It 
would be a sad testimony, that 
the country that landed on the 
moon 51 years ago, could not 
run a fair and efficient elec-
tion.     GHW Bush was infinite-
ly  more deserving of a second 
term than Trump, and he did not 
even have to outlast the prosecu-
tion time limits, although statute 
of limitations should not absolve 
responsibility.  Vote.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

KIMBALL
continued from page A7

in. The other part of BLM 
them goes into the Smash 
and Grab mode. They know 
there are no ramifications. 
The mayors and governors 
will let them steal, loot, and, 
if anyone resists, kill with 
impunity. Even if they are 
arrested, they will be released 
out immediately. This has 
nothing to do with social jus-
tice. It is just another gang 
of thieves that has figured 
out a way to game the sys-
tem.  It’s called distract then 
Smash and Grab. It seems to 
BLM your live only matters 
if you’re a thug, felon, or low 
life. There are no marches 
for justice for those killed 
during the protest. Take for 
instance retired St. Louis 
captain David Dorn. He tried 
to protect a business from the 
BLM rioters. He was execut-
ed by being shot in the head. 
They laughed and streamed 
it online. I guess his black 
life didn’t matter. Take for 
instance Bernell Trammel in 
Milwaukee. His crime was 
supporting Trump. He was 
executed by one of the thugs. 
I guess his black life didn’t 
matter. No marches for them 
because you can’t Smash and 
Grab if the police support 
you. It only works if you can 
have a confrontation with 
the police.

Now we see the rich hyp-
ocrites in sports and Silicon 
Valley feigning their social 
awareness. Do they live in 

these communities and try 
to make them better? No, of 
course not. They know they 
will be the first victims of 
Smash and Grab. Instead, 
they feign indignation so 
they can maintain their 
high-flying lifestyles. And 
in these communities over-
run with these thugs who 
do the decent people have to 
protect them. No one. The 
politicians are following the 
prevailing winds and siding 
with the thugs. They order 
the police to stand down and 
refuse Federal help. If you 
try to protect yourself with 
the rights provided you by 
the second amendment of the 
constitution by bearing arms 
to protect yourself, then you 
will be arrested. The whole 
purpose of this amendment 
was for such a case. Allowing 
you to protect the lives of 
your families and property 
when the malevolent groups 
attack you. It looks like you 
can’t count on a Democratic 
government to protect your 
life, so they have given a 
good reason for good people 
to go out and buy a gun.

So how to squash this gang 
of felons and thieves that 
have been unleashed on soci-
ety by the leftist Democrats 
wishing to destroy America? 
Show them that All Lives 
Matter and vote for Donald 
Trump on Nov 3. With the 
voters mandate behind 
him,you can be sure he’ll 
break up this gang of hoods 
fast.

Mark Robillard
Spencer

ROBILLARD
continued from page A7
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A family fishing trip

This past week, this writer 
and my granddaughter Andrea 
Henchey decided it was time 
to go fishing at Galilee, R.I. for 
seabass and Fluke. She decided 
to take along her son Logan, 
but I was a bit nervous about 
taking him because of his 
young age of five years. He is 
on the water a lot at their lake-
front home on Quinsigamond 
in Shrewsbury, so we brought 
him along. They arrived at my 
residence in Uxbridge at 6 a.m., 
and we were on the road at 6:15 
a.m. 

The little guy was wide 
awake and ready to go fish-
ing, and kept asking how much 
longer it would be before we 
got to the ocean. “Not long,” 
we replied, and he went back 
to playing with his iPad! After 
making a few unscheduled 
stops along the way, we finally 
arrived at the boat ramp. It was 
time to catch some live bait 
with a small net. Logan was all 
excited and had a great time 
helping with catching the bait. 
We quickly launched the boat 
and we headed out through the 
Breachway of Galilee’s West 
Wall. 

After a ten-minute run out 
to 45 feet of water I brought the 
boat to a stop and we started 
fishing. Placing a mummy and 
a piece of squid strip on a hook, 
Andrea lowered the bait to the 
bottom. She started to get a bite 
within seconds of hitting the 
bottom. Logan quickly start-
ed to reel the fish in with his 
mother’s help, as this week’s 
picture shows. It was lock and 

load action for three hours 
and then the tide flow stopped. 
Fishing was slow and we decid-
ed to head for the boat ramp. 
We were also running out of 
food to eat, which is not good. 
The fast action sure gave us 
an appetite, as it always does 
when fishing. The largest sea-
bass weighed in at five pounds, 
with others just making the 
15-inch size limit. There were a 
lot of short fish including a few 
nice fluke.

As we pulled into the boat 
ramp, we had to wait for a cou-
ple of boats to leave, so I parked 
the boat at the very end of the 
right-hand dock. The water 
is pretty deep there. Andrea 
grabbed the rope from the 
bow and decided to jump out 

of the boat and onto the dock 
before the boat was secured. 
As she jumped from the boat, 
she quickly found herself in 
the water! She had one foot on 
the dock and one on the boat 
prior to the big splash, which 
quickly caused a spread eagle, 
sending her into the ocean. 

Falling between the boat and 
the dock has caused serious 
injury for many boaters, but 
she was lucky she did not sus-
tain any injuries other that a 
bit of humiliation, as others 
boaters looked on. I went to 
retrieve the car and trailer 
after securing the boat proper-
ly, and making sure she did not 
get injured. Her son Logan did 
not know what to make of his 
mother’s actions, and stared 

to look for more bait fish that 
were visible in the shallow 
water. 

I quickly floated the boat 
onto the trailer and pulled the 
boat out of the ramp, placing 
it out of the way of other boat-
ers launching and retrieving 
their boats. Andrea quickly 
changed her wet clothing for 
dry ones, and was ready to help 
secure the boat for the ride 
home. “Can I do anything to 
help Pop?” she replied! I gave 
her a bucket full of live mum-
mies to carry back to the water 
and release them. She was not 
50 feet from the ramp when I 
heard her say “Oh No!” Now 
what? It seems the handle on 
the bucket broke and the live 
bait was flopping all over the 

ground. “Forget it,” I replied. 
As she approached the boat 

she asked if she could do any-
thing else! I said “Yes, go sit in 
the car and do not touch any-
thing else!” She laughed and 
we were on our way home. I 
really could not have a better 
granddaughter, and have had 
many enjoyable times with her 
and her husband Chris ,and 
my great grandchildren, Logan 
and Eva. I am extremely fortu-
nate. 

A few anglers were loading 
their boat at the ramp that 
day and reported catching a 
few Bonito in the area of the 
Charlestown Breachway, using 
flyrods.  

Seabass limits have increased 
to seven fish daily per angler 
as of Sept. 1 in Rhode Island 
waters. Seabass are considered 
to be one of the best tasting fish 
in the ocean and catching them 
is exciting. I would recommend 
holding onto the rod real tight, 
or it could end up in the ocean. 

Take A Kid fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

Andrea Henchey and her son Logan reeling in fish.

This writer with two 20-inch fluke 
caught the week before. 

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

As summer transitions 
into fall, it is time to 
help lawns recover from 
summer stress. Let the 
weather and the condi-
tion of your lawn help 
you develop a plan suited 
to your landscape.

  Continue mowing 
actively growing lawns. 
Mow high, leaving cool 
season grasses like bluegrass and fes-
cues at least two and a half, preferably 
three and a half inches tall after cut-
ting. Warm season grasses like bermu-
dagrass, carpetgrass, centipedegrass 
and zoysia should be grown at 1 to 2 
inches tall, while St. Augustine should 
a bit higher at two to three inches for 
best results. Taller grass is better able 
to compete with weeds, is more drought 
tolerant and less susceptible to insects 
and disease.   

Mow often, removing no more than 
one third the total height. Leave short 
clippings on the lawn. They will quick-
ly break down, adding organic mat-
ter, moisture and nutrients to the soil. 
Run your mower over long clippings 
to reduce their size and speed decom-
position. 

As the tree leaves begin to fall just 
mow them into small pieces and leave 
them on the lawn. As long as you can 
see the grass blades through the shred-
ded leaves your lawn will be fine. And 
just like the clippings, they add nutri-
ents and organic matter to the soil.

Fertilize lawns  in early September 

and high mainte-
nance northern 
lawns again around 
Halloween, but 
always before the 
ground freezes. Make 
sure the last fertilizer 
application to warm 
season grasses is at 
least one month prior 
to the average first 

killing frost. 
 
A healthy lawn is the best defense 

against weeds.   Even with proper care 
these unwanted plants can bully their 
way into your lawn.   Try digging, root 
and all, to remove small populations of 
weeds.  Think of it as a workout or way 
to reduce stress.

If you decide to use a weed killer, try 
spot treating weeds or problem areas 
to minimize the amount of chemical 
used. Select the least toxic or an organic 
product whenever possible. Whether 
using traditional or environmentally 
friendly products read and follow label 
directions carefully.  All these products 
are plant killers and can cause damage 
to other plants if not applied properly. 

Fall, when the cool season grasses are 
actively growing, is also the best time to 
core aerate or dethatch lawns suffering 
from thatch build up or compacted soil. 
Overseed thin lawns after core aera-
tion or dethatching. You’ll have better 
results once the thatch layer is removed 
or openings exist for the grass seeds to 
contact the soil and sprout. 

Those growing warm season grasses 
should wait until the lawn greens up in 
spring or is actively growing in early 
summer. Avoid doing this when the 
weather is hot and dry. 

Begin implementing some of these 
strategies and soon you’ll be on your 
way to a healthier, better looking lawn 
for the coming growing season.

Melinda Myers is the author of 
more than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing  Small Space Gardening.  She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series  and the nation-
ally-syndicated  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment  TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  magazine and her 
web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Fall lawn care tips

Photo Courtesy

A healthy lawn is the best defense against weeds.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Are you part of a herd?
Life is an incredible journey, 

full of twists and unexpected 
turns. We are herd animals and 
were not created to make this 
journey alone.

As most of you know, I was 
shocked in February to be diag-
nosed with Stage 4 Stomach 
Cancer. It was unexpected and 
certainly unwelcomed but it’s 
now part of my life’s journey. 
I embrace the reality and fight 
for time. As I’ve said before, 
there is no cure and so I’m told 
I can’t beat this but I’m fighting 
to go the distance. I believe I’ll 
still be here, writing this col-
umn in five years.

My diagnosis isn’t all neg-
ative. I’ve never felt so loved 
and cared for. I have a team of 
medical professionals fighting 
on my behalf. I have friends I 
haven’t seen in years reaching 
out, visiting and offering their 
support. But best of all is my 
family.

My wild and crazy sisters, 
Debra and Kim, and their won-
derful husbands, Keith and 
Roger, travelled from North 
Carolina and Florida to spend 
a week with me. They came to 

catch up and have fun, but to 
also provide support and lend 
a hand. As I mentioned a few 
weeks ago, we are downsizing 
from our very large home of 
twenty-five years into a condo 
that’s dramatically smaller, so 
they, along with Arlene’s best 
friend, Tracey, who’s just like 
family, spent most of each day 
helping us rummage through 
shelves, cabinets and boxes to 
determine what we keep, sell 
or pitch. It was an emotional 
week preparing for the estate 
sale, but in many ways, it’s the 
history of our forty-five years 
of marriage, laid out on tables 
for others to buy. My sister’s 
sense of humor and free spirit 
not only made the experience 
tolerable but fun. I don’t see 
them often enough but when 
we do see each other, we make 
it count. I don’t know what I’d 
do without them.

Tracey didn’t really know 
them until this week. She was 
in complete dismay as my sis-
ters chased down a local police 
officer to give him a Buster 
Bar (from Dairy Queen) and 
to tell the young officer he was 

appreciated. That’s just how 
they roll.

For those of you who are long-
time readers of my column, 
know that my daughter, Tara 
Beth, and her husband Jeff, 
accepted positions in Pasadena, 
Calif. over four years ago and 
headed west, with our grand-
sons, Caleb and Noah. Like 
most of life’s twists and turns, 
it was a mixture of happiness 
for their new opportunities and 
sadness to see them go. Their 
move wasn’t ended with a peri-
od but only punctuated with a 
comma, as they announced this 
week they are moving back. 
We are thrilled. I’ll never miss 
one of my grandson’s baseball 
games or concerts again! My 
only regret is that their move 
is motivated by my health. My 
life journey should not dictate 

theirs, but I was told, “Don’t 
worry about it. I only have one 
Dad and we want to be close.” 
Of course, I did the only thing 
I could do in that moment. I 
cried. As I said, I’ve never felt 
so loved.

In a lighter note, my hand-
some and smart nephew, 
Westin, called me on Sunday to 
tell me about his new dog. He 
said, “My puppy is two years 
old and I’m five.”

I responded, “So, you were 
three years old when he was 
born.”

Weston paused and said, “He 
wasn’t born. We bought him!” 
I laughed all day at the enthu-
siastic innocence of his words.

I’ve always loved my friends 
and family, but never fully real-
ized the importance of relation-
ships and how their love can 
brighten the darkest times. I’m 
grateful. My heart is full.

For those who say, “I don’t 
have friends,” be a friend. Join 
a small group at your church. 
Take up a group hobby that 
places you in the same room 
with others of similar interests. 
Volunteer for a local charity. 

Join a herd. Be part of a pack. 
They want and need you as 
much as you need them, and 
for most of us ... the day will 
come when you need their love 
and support.

Yes, creating meaningful 
relationships takes effort but it 
will be effort well spent. 

I also hear other say, “I’m 
estranged from my family.” It’s 
not too late to forgive and for-
get. It doesn’t matter what hap-
pened. It was in the past. Unless 
the relationships are toxic, dan-
gerous or otherwise damaging, 
make the effort to reconnect. 
Reach out and rekindle fam-
ily connections. I don’t think 
you’ll be sorry.

We were not created to travel 
alone. 

Join the herd.

Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker, and 
author of three books includ-
ing the award-winning, criti-
cally acclaimed, “Playing with 
the Enemy.” Follow Gary on 
Twitter @GaryWMoore721 and 
at www.garywmoore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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Corn on the Cob: 
A Simple Pleasure of Late Summer

Corn is not only one of the 
tastiest pleasures of the sum-
mer; it’s also one of the most 
popular, with Americans 
consuming an average of 6.8 
pounds of fresh corn each year! 

If fresh corn on the cob is on 
your menu this season, read 
on for some tips and tricks 
to make the sweet treat even 
more enjoyable. From picking 
prime corn on the cob to serv-
ing up the irresistible ears, the 
following hints, both old and 
new - help you serve up your 
share of the classic summer 
pleasure. 

***
Freshness Check: Want to 

ensure fresh, sweet corn on 
your table this season? Take 
these tips from farmers: Look 
for bright green husks that are 
slightly moist. The silk should 
be slightly sticky and a pale 
golden color. If you press gen-
tly against the husk you should 
be able to feel the kernels. Also 
check out the bottom of the ear, 
where it was cut off the stalk. If 
it is brown, the ear was likely 
not picked that day. If corn 
kernels are exposed, look for 
plump kernels in even rows.  

***
Corn Rules: Did you know 

corn on the cob will lose up to 
25% of its sugar content after 
just six hours of storage at room 
temperature? That is because 
from the moment it is picked, 
the sugar in the corn begins to 
convert to starch. To keep corn 
at optimum taste, keep corn 
chilled at about 36 degrees. 
Keep corn in the refrigerator 
with the husks intact until you 
can cook it. This helps to slow 
down the sugar to starch con-
version, thus maintaining its 
sweetness longer.

*** 
Corn off the Cob: While 

cutting the corn off the cob 
removes half the fun of eating 
it, sometimes it’s a necessary 
task. Ever wonder what is the 
most efficient way to carve a 
cob?  First of all, use a sharp 
chef’s knife or serrated edge 
knife to cut off the kernels.  
Several years ago a New York 
paper published what has 
become a popular kitchen trick 
to removing the kernels with-
out the mess – use a bundt or 
angel food cake pan. Simply 
stand the pointy end of the ear 

of corn in the pan’s center hole 
to steady it, and slice down to 
cut the kernels, which fall neat-
ly into the pan. 

***
Milky Way: If you’re cutting 

corn off the cob for a recipe, be 
sure to get all the milky liquid 
this way: After the kernels are 
removed, simply run the flat 
edge of a knife down the cob, 
applying a bit of pressure. If 
you’re not using a bundt ban, 
place cob in a bowl to collect 
the liquid.

***
Cooking Corn: If you’re boil-

ing corn never salt the water, 
as that can toughen the ker-
nels. Want to add heighten 
sweetness of bland corn? Add a 
teaspoon or two of sugar to the 
boiling water. Cook for three to 
five minutes.

***
Steaming Hot: Steaming 

corn is a favored way to serve 
up fresh corn on the cob. If you 
don’t have a steamer, simply 
put about two inches of water 
in a large stock pot. Stand ears 
upright in the pan. Cover and 
cook on high until water boils. 
Turn off heat and allow to 
steam with cover on for about 
7 to 9 minutes.

***
Kernels of Knowledge:  

*The more silk on the cob, the 
more the kernels!

*The number of rows on a 
kernel is always an even num-
ber.

*There are about 800 kernels 
in 16 rows on each ear of corn.

*It takes about two ears of 
medium sized corn on the cob 
to equal a cup of kernels.

*The corncob (ear) is actu-
ally part of the corn plant’s 
flower.

* The world record for eating 
corn on the cob stands at 57 
Ears of Florida Sweet Corn in 
12.8 minutes, set on April 28, 
2019

***
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House
Your tips can win you a great 

dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn 
in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner 
per month will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two 
at the renowned restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across 
the town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge. Because I’m in 
the business of dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I 
can take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers out 
there to share your best helpful 
hints!

 Do you have a helpful hint 
or handy tip that has worked 
for you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If so, why 
not share them with readers 
of Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions and/
or hints to: Take the Hint!, 
C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or E-mail KDRR@
aol.com. Hints are entered into 
a drawing for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Simple ways to improve a kitchen pantry
People have been spending more time 

at home in 2020 than in years past, and 
certain projects around the house have 
become a priority. One home improve-
ment idea that serves the double benefit 
of creating organization and making 
cooking at home more efficient is to 
reimagine the kitchen pantry.

A pantry is a room or closet where 
food, beverages and linens or dishes 
are stored. Pantries can be highly use-
ful spaces that provide ancillary stor-
age in kitchens. Many modern homes 
are equipped with pantries, but older 
homes may require some modification 
to create more useful pantries. Whether 
starting from scratch or modifying an 
existing pantry, these tips can help proj-
ects go more smoothly.

• Maximize vertical storage. Utilizing 
vertical areas can help increase storage 
capacity. Build in extra nooks by invest-
ing in undershelf storage baskets. These 
baskets can instantly create designated 
areas for different types of ingredients. 
Homeowners also can look for ways to 
use the inside of cabinet doors or add 
extra shelves on walls or in eaves.

• Consider your needs. Figure out 
which items you would like to store 
in the pantry and then shop for corre-
sponding storage systems. For example, 
storage solutions may feature wine bot-
tle racks, baskets for potatoes and other 

produce, shelving for small appliances, 
and even pull out racks for baking pans 
or cutting boards.

• Use clear storage. Put ingredients 
in clear, airtight containers of similar 
dimensions so that you can easily find 
items you need. Transfer bulky items, 
like cereals and baking supplies, to stor-
age containers for uniformity. 

• Store bulk items elsewhere. Bulk 
shopping can be cost-efficient, but bulk 
items can quickly eat up real estate 
in the pantry. Designate another area 
for non-perishable bulk products, like 
paper goods or canned items, such as in 
a garage or utility room.

• Pull out drawers are convenient. 
Pull-out drawers can reduce the need to 
seek and reach for items. These draw-
ers conveniently roll out so items in the 
back can be accessed without disturb-
ing foods in the front. Drawers can be 
custom built for any pantry space.

• Make it accessible. Think about who 
will be taking items from the pantry. 
Put children’s snacks on the bottom 
pantry shelf where they can reach 
them, and then organize other shelves 
for adults in the home.

A pantry remodel can add valuable 
storage space and make one of the bus-
iest rooms in the house operate more 
efficiently. 

www.StonebridgePress.com
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give us 
m o r e 
d a y -
l i g h t 

after work.  In the autumn, the sun is set-
ting as we leave work anyway, so it is fun 
and novel to get an extra hour of sleep as 
well as leave work when it is pitch black.  

I, however, believe that most of New 
England (those areas that are Red Sox 
and not Yankees fans) would be better 
served by Atlantic Time (UTC -4) rather 
than Eastern Time.   Eastern Time is just 
too big longitudinally, and we need a 
separate time zone from New York and 
Florida.   If we joined Atlantic time we 
would be aligned with New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Puerto 
Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, and much of 
South America. 

If we were on Atlantic Time with 
Daylight Savings Time…The sun wouldn’t 
set until 9:30 p.m. in the summer!   We 

would still get the novelty of changing our 
clocks!   The sun would be out until 5:15 
at the winter solstice, allowing for an eve-
ning walk!  New England would get a time 
zone we could economically dominate and 
be the epicenter of.   No longer would 
our time be known as “New York Time”; 
we would be in “Boston Time” or “New 
England Time.”     We would be “ahead” of 
Florida and New York on all fronts…Always an 
hour ahead.

There are those that are concerned 
it would be confusing if Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, and 
Vermont were not on the same time zone 
as Massachusetts.  I agree.  However, that 
doesn’t mean we all need to blindly follow 
New York.  Massachusetts is the economic 
and cultural epicenter of New England.  If 
we changed to Atlantic time, I guaranty 
that the rest of the New England states 
would shortly follow.   If forced to choose 
between New York and Boston, what do 
you think they’ll choose?   This could be 
our chance to flex our Massachusetts mus-
cle, publicly embarrass our vassal states, 
and declare dominance over our sphere of 
influence. 

As voters we can no longer accept ambi-
guity from our politicians.  They must take 
a stand.

Anne Gobi, Peter Durant, [TBD Dem 
Nominee for Worcester County Probate], 
Steven Hall, and Stephanie Fattman …  
You are not slinking away from this one.  
I call on all of you to make public state-
ments concerning time zones.   Are you a 
supporter of Massachusetts time/Boston 
time/New England time…or do you prefer 
to be a vassal of New York and sheepishly 
accept earlier sunsets than we would oth-
erwise have?

 
Richard Taylor

Spencer

 

Speaking of the DNC and Democrats…
the violence in the mostly Democrat 
controlled cities, large and small, con-
tinues under the guise of social jus-
tice protests. Nothing about the vio-
lence and rioters is about justice. Mind 
you, I am not talking about the protest 
and protesters. As long as the protests 
remain peaceful and are conducted 
in daylight, they remain legitimate. 
However, once darkness falls, it’s been 
painfully obvious that the peaceful pro-
tests turn into violent riots. One doesn’t 
participate in a peaceful protest armed 
to the teeth with bats, bricks, hammers, 
crowbars, face shields and professional 
grade gas masks. No, this equipment 
is for one reason and one reason only. 
To engage in violence and riot. It’s 
not about social justice, nor anyone 
who has been a victim of injustice. The 
weapon wielding rioters are using the 
excuse of social justice for BLM as an 
excuse to burn down, loot and plunder. 
And the BLM organization is more than 
happy to have these ill-informed and ill 
intentioned rioters unleash anarchy on 
the streets of America.

As most people, black lives matter 
to me. I too have black friends and 
co-workers. However, it is necessary 
to point out that the BLM organization 

doesn’t represent most black lives. How 
do I know? Go to their Web site and 

read. Research their founders, their 
history and their current ideology. 
Look at Chicago and the number of 
black lives lost due to the murderous 
gangs. All one gets from the BLM orga-
nization is complete silence. They don’t 
care about Chicago, Portland, and most 
recently Kenosha. They simply didn’t 
give a hoot about any community suf-
fering under gangs in black neighbor-
hoods. It doesn’t fit their agenda. Those 
thousands of black lives do not matter 
to them. 

So, what does matter to them?
For one thing, it’s power. More spe-

cifically, it’s political power. They are 
using the social justice mantra as a 
cover to cause division, incite violence 
and perpetrate a coordinated assault on 
America, its institutions and its people 
(you and me).

They masquerade as a benevolent 
and worthy cause while they continue 
to implement the downfall of this coun-
try. 

I will continue to care and support 
my black friends, co-workers and fel-
low citizens. However, I will not offer 
the same for an organization which 
is Marxist (socialist/communist) and 
anti-freedom at its dark, sinister core.

I pray that the violence will end. 
And end just as quickly as it began. I 
pray for, and will support, real social 
justice. I pray people will see through 
the charade of the organization that 
supposedly champions social justice. I 
pray for all Americans, no matter what 
their skin color, to live peacefully while 
they pursue their dreams and live their 
lives.

So let us be adults and act as adults. 
Caring, kind, compassionate, ready to 
defend one another from the evils that 
sometimes ensnare us.

A man far better and immeasurably 
superior than I said, “Blessed are the 
peace makers, for they will be called the 
children of God.”

What will you do?

Rick Belton
Spencer
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OBITUARIES

EAST BROOKFIELD/N.FT. 
MYERS,FL.- Genevieve A(Jolda) 
Kowalski,101, passed away peacefully 
on August 24,2020 in the home of her 
daughter Carolyn Cole in North Fort 
Myers,FL. 

Born in Webster, MA on February 
17, 1919, she was the daughter of the 
late Joseph and Mary(Baran) Jolda.

She is survived by her sons Anthony 
R (Marcia), and Thomas E. (Debby) 
Kowalski;her daughter Carolyn S. 
(Ronald/Skip) Cole; 6 grand children 
Ronald Jr, Robert and Cynthia Cole 
and Michael, Kenneth and Krystal 
Kowalski; 4 great grand children 
Michael, Katrena and Elizabeth Cole, 
and Jackilyn Melanson; 4 great great 
grandchildren, Joseph and Anthony 
Santos, Genevieve and Mila Melanson 
and Vivianne Santos who will be 
born in November and not get to meet 
her beloved babchi, and two step 
grandchildren Seth & Alec Pickard.
She was predeceased by her late hus-
band Anthony(Tony) Kowalski, 2 sis-
ters Nellie Bonczyk (Ted) and Stasia 

Kawiaka (Ted), and 3 brothers William 
(Bessie),Edward (Irene), and Louis 
(Jeanette) Jolda, and her beloved 
granddaughter Christine Cole Ingalls 
(David).

Jenny worked for many years at the 
former Brookfield Athletic Shoe Co 
and later at Chess King warehouse in 
Worcester. She was a member of St 
John the Baptist Church. She enjoyed 
traveling with her husband and 
later with family and friends.  Jenny 
enjoyed many years of riding her bicy-
cle around East Brookfield and stop-
ping to visit with its many residents.  

She was joined in Florida by her 
devoted grand daughter Cindy Cole, 
who had been her second caregiver 
during her final years and Jackilyn, 
Genevieve, and Mila Melanson.

No memorial events are currently 
scheduled.  A celebration of life will 
be held at a future date when her 
whole family is able to come together. 
Arrangements are under the care of 
Pillsbury Funeral Home 163 Main St. 
Spencer.

Genevieve A. Kowalski,101
GILBERTVILLE- Nancy J. 

(Lazarick) Hall, 70, of Gilbertville, died 
on Tuesday, August 25, 2020 at Rose 
Monahan Hospice Home in Worcester.

She leaves her sis-
ters Patricia Staiti 
and her husband Tony 
of Gilbertville and 
Ann Robinson and 
her husband Duane of 
West Brookfield.  She 
was predeceased by 
her husband, Leonard 
Hall in 2001, and her 

brother Joseph Lazarick.  She was born 
in Ware, daughter of the late Gladys F. 
(Harvender) and Joseph F. Lazarick.  

Nancy worked as a machine operator 
at Quabaug Rubber Company for sev-
eral years before retiring.  

A Graveside Service for Nancy will 
be on Friday, September 4, 2020 at 
11:30AM in Walnut Grove Cemetery in 
North Brookfield.  A calling hour will 
be held from 10 to 11AM in the Varnum 
Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East Main St., 
West Brookfield prior to the burial.  In 
accordance with COVID regulations, 
facial coverings and social distancing 
guidelines must be followed while in 
the funeral home and at the cemetery.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

Nancy J. Hall, 70

WEST BROOKFIELD - Bill Mankin, 
82, died peacefully on Monday, August 
24, 2020, with family by his side, in per-
son and virtually. 

Mr. Mankin leaves 
behind his wife of 61 
years, Linda (Ross) 
Mankin, and their 
six children: Richard 
Mankin and his 
wife Laura of New 
Braintree; Wendy 
Correll and her hus-
band Richard of Ann 
Arbor, MI; Stacey 
Simons and her hus-
band Billy of Ware; 
Travis Mankin and 
his wife Melinda 
of Ware; Courtney 
Troiano and her 
husband Gary of 
Vicenza, Italy; and 

Tori Bourgeois and her husband Jason 
of Rutland.  He leaves behind elev-
en grandchildren: Ashley (Troiano) 
Starcke, Jeremiah Mankin, Leeya 
Correll, Allison Correll, Caleb Mankin 
(Kelsey LaRosa), Aidan Troiano, 
Claire Troiano, Ryan Troiano, Cooper 
Bourgeois, Sophia Mankin, and 
Benjamin Bourgeois. He also leaves 
behind two great-granddaughters, 
Julie Starcke and Charlotte Mankin.  

Bill was born in Arlington, Virginia, 
to the late Richard B. Mankin and 
Alberta C. Eichelberger. He is a United 
States Navy Veteran of the Post-Korean 
Conflict, where he served on the U.S.S. 
Wisconsin and Iowa Class Battleship. 

Following his service, Bill and Linda 
raised their family in the area, settling 
in West Brookfield forty years ago. 
Bill worked at several local business-
es, including the Barre Wool Combing 
Company, Barre Highway Department, 
Salem Cross Inn, West Brookfield 
Housing Authority, and Hardwick 
Post and Beam. He could fix or repair 
nearly anything, no matter how large 
or small. Bill was an avid sportsman, 
having learned to hunt and fish as a 
child. He passed this knowledge on to 
his children, grandchildren, and many 
of their friends.  

At his request, funeral services will be 
held privately with burial in Riverside 
Cemetery in Sunderland. Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, P.O. Box 
1000, Dept. 142, Memphis, TN 38148 or 
at www.stjude.org/ or the Wickaboag 
Sportsmen Club.

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assist-
ing his family with arrangements.  An 
online guest book is available at var-
numfuneralhome.com  

William “Bill” Mankin, 82

WEST BROOKFIELD - William C. 
Prizio, 86, of West Brookfield, passed 
away peacefully on Tuesday, August 
25, 2020, at Quaboag Rehabilitation and 
Skilled Care Center surrounded by his 
loving family.

He leaves his wife 
of 61 years, Irmgard 
(Schaefer) Prizio, 
his daughter, Robin 
and her husband 
Aram, Jr. “Ticky” 
Thomasian of North 
Brookfield; his son, 
Robert Prizio and his 
wife Sabine Prizio of 
Charlton; six grand-
children Aram and 
Derek Thomasian, 
Maria Hatstat, and 
Robert, Sarah, and 
Joseph Prizio; one 
g r e a t - g r a n d s o n , 
Anthony Hatstat; 
three sisters, Linda 

Lincoln and her husband Gary of 
Brookfield, Mary Truhel of North 
Brookfield, and Elizabeth “Betty” 
Dorney of Warren. He was predeceased 
by his daughter, Eva Prizio in 1981, and 
his sister, Julie Nydam.  He was born 
in Brookfield, son of the late Grace 
(Boynton) and William G. Prizio.

Mr. Prizio is a United States Army 

Veteran.
Bill worked in the Food Service 

Industry for over 30 years and retired 
from Kraft Foods in 1993, where he 
worked as a Sales Representative.

Bill enjoyed staying active even in 
his more senior years.  He would follow 
his almost daily gym routine at either 
Sims or at the YMCA in Southbridge.  
He was a life-time member of the North 
Brookfield Lions Club where he served 
as Past President and Membership 
Chairman receiving many awards such 
as the Melvin Jones Fellowship, Joseph 
Camada Award, and he volunteered at 
numerous events over his member-
ship.  He was also a former member of 
the West Brookfield Sportsman’s Club, 
and had served his community as a 
member of the West Brookfield Fire 
Department and Rescue Squad.  

A private Graveside Committal 
Service with Military Honors for Bill 
is being planned for a later date.  Burial 
will be in Pine Grove Cemetery in West 
Brookfield.  In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be made to the West 
Brookfield Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 540, 
West Brookfield, MA 01585.

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assist-
ing his family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

William C. Prizio, 86

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

ADVERTISING

BELTON
continued from page A6

TAYLOR
continued from page A7

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

MARIA MADE
 IT HAPPEN Buyers, 

Need 
Representation?

Call Diane Luong
774.239.2937
or Maria Reed
508.873.9254

Worcester
Condo, 2 Br, 2 Ba

43 Whispering Pine 
Cir. Unit 46 -$276,000

Dudley: A potential 55+ Community, 22 units, water/
sewer, high demand for senior housing, great location 
– near golf course, stores, highway access CT & MA
61 Airport Rd - Call for details

Dudley: An opportunity to “flip” a property, 2-3 bed-
room, town water & sewer

11  Paglione Dr -$129,900

Developers 
Wanted Investors

SOLDSOLD

DIANE ASSISTED DIANE ASSISTED

Worcester

19 Valley Hill Dr 
$302,000

Holden

65 Shrewsbury St 
$347,500

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

Featured New Listings!Featured New Listings!hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

DANIELSON CT- 52 TAFT STREET  OXFORD - 4 SPICEBUSH LANE

Spacious Ranch, 1520+/- Sq Ft 8 room 3 Bedroom, 2 Full Baths. Hard-
wood Floors throughout. Fireplace family room. FHW/OIL Heat. - New Fur-
nace, Windows, Also, recent Asphalt Driveway! Over sized Garage! 1/2 Acre 
Lot.  Dead end road. Close to I-395!  $255,500.

WEBSTER - 195-199 THOMPSON RD

3 ACRE COMMERCIAL SITE! APPROX. 550 FT ROAD FRONT-
AGE ON STATE HIGHWAY RTE 193 A/K/A THOMPSON ROAD. 
STRATEGICALLY NESTLED BETWEEN TWO (2) I-395 (NORTH 
& SOUTH) ON-RAMPS & TWO (2) I-395 (NORTH & SOUTH) 
OFF-RAMPS! PROPERTY DIRECTLY ABUTS I-395! 48’X80’ 
CONCRETE BLOCK BUILDING, 7,680 SF TOTAL! FULL LOWER 
LEVEL USE & DRIVE IN GARAGE DOOR! HIGH TRAFFIC ~ HIGH 
EXPOSURE! WHAT DO YOU HAVE PLANNED?!  $600,000.

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RD

Quisential Woodstock Farmhouse w/Spectacular 
views of Pond. Detached Studio Building! 2.5 Acres. 
Prof. Landscaped. 5 Bedrooms. Fireplaced Dining. 
library/Music room. Master Bedroom, 2 Full Baths! 
Renovated Kitchen. Upstairs, 4 Bedrooms w/Full Bath. 
 $425,000.

OXFORD - 4 LEICESTER ST

LAND LAND Great Opportunity for Develop-
er! Total 8.47 +/- acres. Commuter access to 
several state highways. Scenic nature views. 
 $89,900.

LAKE SHIRLEY - 647 RESERVOIR RD    WEBSTER LAKE - 100 LAKESIDE AVE 

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! 
BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraordinary Wa-
terfront Contemporary! Architect designed with 
Lake Living in mind, Custom Built with Attention to 
High Quality & Detail. Outstanding open concept, 
water view from almost every room. Nicely situated 
on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All 

you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake 
facing dining , formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd 
floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something 
Special! Remember, Timing Is Everything $1,075,000.

ON DEPOSIT Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Colonial! 1st 
level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas fireplace, chef kitch-
en, Impala black granite, center island, 3 season porch, overlooking 
the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor 
Master Suite! Lower level Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. 
Crown moulding & hardwood floors throughout, wired sound sys-
tem, radiant floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!  
 assisted sale $859,000.  

SORRY, SOLD!

One level living  with added 35 x 18 finished walk-out lower level. 
Cathedral ceilings, skylight dining, hard-wood flooring and central air. 
Stainless appliancesW/large double oven. Over-sized 30 x 14 deck. 
quiet cul-de-sac! $319,900.

WEBSTER LAKE - 28 BLACK POINT RD

BOATER’S & FISHERMAN’S PARADISE! 2019 
Custom Cape! Webster Lake  located  in Quiet Lower 
Cedar Cove. All of the benefits of Lake Living, while Re-
laxing in Privacy. Enjoy Sunrise Lake Views from an Ex-
pansive Back Deck & Sunset Views from your Farmer’s 
Porch. Cathedral Ceilings, Stone Fireplace, Upscale 
Gourmet Kitchen w/Huge Island, Sunny Breakfast Area 
w/Built In Beverage Nook, Vaulted Loft, Formal Dining, 

Office, Laundry Room! 2 BRs with 1 Full Bath. 2nd FL, 1,500 SF+ Basement Potential for FUTURE ENTERTAINMENT or 
IN-LAW AREA. Rough Plumbed for Bath & Kit. w/ INSIDE & OUTSIDE ACCESS.  Central Air!  Oversized 2 Car Garage! New  
28’ Poly Dock! Private Shared Beach!  Check out our Video Too! NEW PRICE $625,000.

NEW LISTING

THOMPSON - 452 FABYAN ROAD WEBSTER - 39 OLD DOUGLAS RD

Impressive Gambrel! Colonial 2, 343 SF, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Main 
Level Master BR Suite! Private Master sized bath w/whirlpool tub & shower. 
2.41+/- PRIVATE Acres! Cathedral wood ceilings & wide-board pine floors! 
Granite counter-tops, stainless appliances, gas cook-top & ceramic tile 
floors! 2 bed rooms & a full bath! Gigantic loft/great room with interior bal-
cony! Over-sized 3 car detached garage w/high ceilings, and a huge unfin-
ished 2nd story room! TRULY A FAR-AWAY PLACE NEARBY! $398,500.  

First time offered! Lovingly cared for ranch situated on 
1 acre! Recent improvements: windows, siding, gutters & 
new composite rear deck. Cabinet packed kitchen to the 
cedar closets . 3 full baths! Master Bath with laundry! Lower 
Level - Potential for an in-law or extra personal space for the 
Kiddos!!!!  don’t miss out on this one!!!  $338,000.

ON DEPOSIT

OXFORD – 377 Main St! 9 Rm Center Hall Colonial! .59 Acre Corner 
Lot! Charm of Yesteryear! Eat-In Frplcd Granite Kit w/Updated Cab-
inets, Frplcd Din Rm w/ Built-in China Cabinet & Butler Closet! Gra-
cious Foyer! Spacious Frplcd Liv Rm! Breezeway to a Home Office or 
an Unfinished Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm or Craft Rm! Sit on the Front 
Porch and Enjoy Morning Coffee or Evening Tea! Huge 2-Car Garage 
w/Loft-Storage Area! Mature Tree Studded Yard! $339,000.00

GRAFTON – 168 Brigham Hill Rd! 8 Rm Garrison Colonial set on 1.3Acres! 
4 Comfortable Bdrms & 2 Full Bthrms! Freshly Painted, Floors Recently 
Refinished! Spacious Kit w/Lunch Counter! SS Appliances w/Gas Cook-Top! 
Grand Dining Rm for Family Gatherings! 19x26 Living Rm w/Pellet Stove! 
Master Bdrm w/Dble Closets & Hot Tub! Bright & Airy Mudroom out to the 
2 Car Garage! Furnace & Hot Water Tank 5 Years Young! Radon tested at 2.5! 
Newer Roof on Garage & Breezeway! New Well Water Tank Installed! Title V 
in-hand! Property Abuts Grafton Land Trust - Hiking Trails Right Out Your Back 
Door! Convenient to Routes 90, 9 & 20! Immediate Occupancy! $449,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT - 3 Lakeview Rd! Middle Pond – Reid Smith Cove! Ideal Summer or 
Yr Round 6 Rm Ranch! Western Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! Near All the Excitement that “Indian Ranch” 
provides, Dining, Concerts & the Indian Princess! An Arched Bridge to Your Own Private Island, a Great 
Place to Enjoy the Lake from! Open Flr Plan! Being Sold Fully Furnished! Recent Kit w/Quartz Counters, 
Breakfast Bar, SS Appliances, Tile Flr & Recessed Lighting! Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr, 6x14 Lake Facing Picture 
Window & Stone Frplc! 3 Remodeled Bdrms w/Ceiling Fans & Hrdwd Flrs! Master w/Bath & Laundry 
Closet! Screen Porch w/Lake Views! Dock! Carport! Shed! Still Time for this Summer! $579,900.00

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront 
Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rms, 6 Bdrms, 
4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Formal Din Rm w/
Cherry Hrdwds! Lake Facing Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry Hrdwds! Slider to Waterfront 
Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bdrm w/Full Bath, Cherry Hrdwds & Walk-in Closet! 
Frplcd Lower Level Fam Rm! 1st & 2nd Flr Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $949,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Nice! .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds! 
297’ Waterfront! $4 Million Spent, Nothing Spared! 17 Rms! 5 Water View Bdrms, 5.5 Bathrms! Brazilian Cherry Hrdwd Flrs, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator, Ground Flr to Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bthrm w/Steam 
Shower off Exercise Rm! Billiard Rm! Media Rm! Center Isl Granite Kit w/Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Frig, Pantry & Breakfast 
Bar! Open Flr Plan! Din Area, Fam Rm w/Entertainment Center w/Wet Bar! Formal Din Rm, Frplc Liv Rm & Atrium! Library 
w/Deck! Waterfront Master Suite w/Office, Bdrm w/Triple Glass Dr to Private Deck w/Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Bathrm 
w/Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool, Dble Vanity, Separate Commode/Bidet/Sink Area! 16 Z’s of Updated Geothermal Heat/A/C! 
Recessed Lights & Fire Sprinklers Through Out! 3 Car Garage! Generator! Slate Roof! Reward Yourself! $2,499,900.00

REDUCEDREDUCED

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.Century21LakeRealty.com • www.WebsterLake.net  #1 on the Internet

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
LusignanLake ReaLty

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 112 Gore Rd! NORTH POND! Sucker Brook Cove! 
8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch is Ready for You! Southwestern Exposure! 
Gorgeous Sunsets! Unique Waterfront! An Open Floor Plan! Lake Views 
from Nearly All Rooms! 2x6 Construction! Energy Efficient Blinds in 
Every Room! 4 Oil Tanks - Fill Up Once a Year! C/Air! Gas Fireplace! 
Whole House Fan! Meticulously Cared For! Large workshop! 3 Car 
Garage! Carport! 2 Sheds w/Electric! Back Yard is Perfect for Family 
Gatherings! Plenty of Off Street Parking! Summer is Here! $539,900.00

WEBSTER – 10 Wyman St! Webster Lake 
Neighborhood Access at Lakeside Beach 
& State Boat Ramp Near-by! 10,000’ Lot! 
1 Level Living! 11 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 
Baths! Room for the Extended Family! 2 
Complete Living Quarters! A/C! LP Gas 
Heat! Town Services! 2 Driveways! Fenced 
Back Yard! 2 Sheds! $189,900.00

DOUGLAS – 102 SE Main St! Start Packing! Spacious 9 Rm Colonial! 2.23 Acres! 
Center Island Granite Kit w/Soft Close Cabs, SS Appliances! Slider to 24’ Deck! Open 
Floor Plan! Hickory Wood Floors throughout the Kit, Din & Liv Rms, all w/Recessed 
Lighting! 1st Flr Office or Possible 4th Bdrm w/Oak Hrdwd Flr! Full Bath in the Hall! 2nd 
Flr w/Full Dble Vanity Bthrm & 3 Comfortable Bdrms, all w/Beautiful Wood Laminate 
Flrs! Master w/Cathedral Ceiling, Skylight, Ceiling Fan, Bay Window overlooking the 
Back Yard and a Master Bath! Lower Level w/2 Finished Rms, Utility Rm w/Laundry 
and Half Bath! 3.5 Baths Total! Recent C/Air, Heat & Roof! 24x26 2 Car Detached 
Garage! Huge Shed! Nearby Nature Trails & Wallum Lake Beach! $379,900.00

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

HOLDEN – 315 Holden St! 6 Rm 
Ranch! Meticulously Maintained! 2 
Spacious Bdrms, Full Tiled Bath & 1 
Car Garage! Move In Ready! Granite 
Oak Cabinet Kit w/Tiled Back Splash 
& JennAir Stove! Frplc Liv Rm! Fam 
Rm! Gleaming Hrdwds! Perfect Yard 
w/Major Landscaping this Year! 
New Roof 2019! $344,900.00

SHREWSBURY – Waterfront – Flint Pond w/Direct Boating Access to Lake Quinsigamond! The 
Quiet of Flint, All the Action of Quinsig! Privacy Galore on Sargents Island – 4.27 Acres – 2,000’ 
Waterfront! Beautiful Sunrises & Sunsets! Looking for a Getaway, Principal Residence or Second 
Home, Winters in Florida, Summers on the Island! Tons of Potential, Do a Little or Do a Lot! 4+ 
Rm, 1 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath “A” Frame with the Ability to Finish the Walk-out Lower Level, add a Family 
Rm, Bdrm, Bathrm! Nature Abounds, Visited by Deer, Fox, Eagles & More! In Time for Summer! 
$579,900.00

SOLDSOLD

REAL ESTATE
This is the place to sell  your home!
Your ad will be 

mailed to 
50,000+ 

households 
throughout 
Southern 

Worcester County.

Call your local sales representative today!

1-800-367-9898
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

HOME IS NOT A PLACE… 
IT'S A FEELING.

Buy with Confidence
Sell with Success

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Chauvin Excavating LLC
Quality work since 1986

82 Dresser Hill Road, Charlton, MA 01507
Ph: 508-248-5772 • Cell: 508-922-0041
Email:bernie@ chauvinexcavating.net
TITLE FIVE INSPECTION  SERVICES 

Septics Installed &  Repaired. 
Full Service Site  Contractor 

Water & Sewer Lines Installed & Repaired  
New Home Site Work  

License & Insured 

Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$155,252,380 SOLD

CALL FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
Great Market — Inventory Down

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669   774-230-5044
joannszymczack@gmail.com

Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Advantage 1

25 Union Street, Worcester MA 01604

SZYMCZAK SELLS!

Dudley ~ $430’s
90 Old Southbridge Rd

SOLDSOLD
Dudley ~ $319,900

71 Mason Rd

SOLDSOLD

~ www.lisacaron.com ~

Lisa Caron, 
full-time  
Broker  

Associate
GRI, ABR, LMC, 

CDPE, SRS,  
SRES, PSA

Call: 508-341-8299
Private Office located at:

Dave’s Appliance
42 West Main Street

Brookfield, MA
Hours: M-Th 9-6, Fri 9-5

and by appointment
270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

maryangela87@yahoo.com
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Please call for all your Real Estate needs

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, October 13, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the West Brookfield Town Hall, to act 
on an application for a Special Per-
mit for Bonnie St.Cyr, for the property 
located at 73 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield.  The applicant wishes to 
tear down the existing garage and build 
a new one, not on the current footprint 
of this pre-existing nonconforming 
property in the General District.  She 
will need a Special Permit as per sec-
tions(s), -1.5 Nonconformity: §1.5.2 
Nonconforming Structures (a) (et al). 
The public is invited to attend.

Renee Adams White
Clerk

September 4, 2020

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO2DC0241CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Richard Pisarski

A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Richard Pisarski of 
Warren MA
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: 
Richard Henry Pisarski
MPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/15/2020. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 14, 2020

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

September 4, 2020

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
September 15, 2020 in McCourt So-
cial Hall of Memorial Town Hall and the 
hearing will be conducted remotely to 
mitigate the transmission of COVID-19 
and will be broadcast live on Spencer 
Cable Access channels and at SCATV.
org on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard.
Request for Extension –Site Plan 
Approval; Applicant: Beta Group, 
Inc; Owner: DG Northeast 2020 Hold-
ings, LLC, Location: North Brook-
field Road; Spencer Assessor’s Map 
R39-14. The applicant is requesting 
an extension to the Major Site Plan 
under Sections 7.4 of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw to install a 1.98 MW 
solar array. The property is located 
within the Rural Residential zoning 
district.
August 28, 2020
September 4, 2020

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO20P2246EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Dorothy M Jolicoeur
Date of Death: 06/25/2020

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Rene M 
Jolicoeur of Spencer MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Rene M Jolicoeur of Spencer MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 09/22/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 17, 2020

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

September 4, 2020

Notice of Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, September 30, 2020 at 7:15PM at 
the Police Station Conference Room, 
55 School St., North Brookfield, MA. 
Public opinion will be received regard-
ing amending the Zoning Bylaw. The 
following changes are proposed: Sec-
tion IV. Use Regulations: Add Table 2 
– Reference Table of Uses by District 
(three page table, to become pages 
18,19&19A), Section IV.E.4.b. Cafes 
and Restaurants less than 4000SF, 
Section IV.E.5.d. Restaurants and 
Cafes greater than 4000SF, Section 
IV.E.6.a. Retail operations with more 
than 4,000 SF of gross floor area on 
any individual floor, Section IV.E.8.c.(2) 
Off street parking shall be within five 
hundred (500) feet of the property for 
which it is being requested, and Sec-
tion IV.E.6.b. Move Drive-through Op-
erations to above Section 5 and have 
it as subsection e. Subsection c. would 
become b. Adult Entertainment. Pro-
posed changes to the Zoning Map are 
being made for the Industrial District at 
the junction of Union St./Summer St., 
change to R-11 and
two properties in R66 District located 
near intersection of East Brookfield 
Rd. and Slab City Rd., change to new 
district to be Business General 2(BG2) 
with minimum lot area of 40,000 SF and 
minimum frontage of 150 feet. Any per-
son interested in or wishing to be heard 
should appear at the above stated time 
and place. A copy of the proposed by-
law and map amendments is on file in 
the office of the Town Clerk, 215 North 
Main St., North Brookfield, MA.
William King, Chair
September 4, 2020
September 11, 2020

LEGALS

should be given the right to vote. With 
canned enthusiasm, she whole hearted-
ly embraced the idea. While some may 
classify that as an evolution of thought 
I would file it under shameless pan-
dering. To each their own. Remember, 
these are the same people who think 
a three-year-old has the right to make 
life altering choices regarding which 
gender they want to identify as. While 
my memories from that plucky age are 
a little gray, I can state, with certainty, 
it didn’t include whether I wanted to 
keep my wedding tackle or not! The left 
is trying desperately to convince chil-
dren that gender is fluid. Now children 
can watch drag que… wait, it seems I 
cannot use that word anymore… men 
who like to play dress-up and expect 
that everyone else help them pretend, 
with outfits and makeup so colorful 
peacocks are made jealous, read stories 
to them. Later in life, these children 
are shipped off to the lib-factory, a.k.a. 
college, to complete their indoctrina-
tion. These institutions of ‘higher learn-
ing’ then churn out in debt ‘adults’, 
expert in the highly sought after field 
of Gender Studies. It is no wonder these 
uptight, penniless, untalented, socie-
tal drains flock to socialist politicians 
such as Bernie “The Red” Sanders and 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (AOC). The 
false promise of getting money and 
healthcare for nothing must be abso-
lutely appealing to them. Economically 
unsustainable, but appealing, none-

the-less. Wasn’t AOC’s area of study, 
Economics? Just what are they being 
taught in those ‘hallowed halls’?

It should also come as no surprise 
that Antifa is comprised of college age 
individuals who seem to think that 
vandalism and riots will help them get 
their point across. They are nothing 
but a cowardly mob who were never 
told, ‘No,’ as a child and were award-
ed participation trophies for accom-
plishing nothing more than just show-
ing up. Now, because the world hasn’t 
been handed to them on a silver platter 
and mommy isn’t there to advocate 
for them, these Social Justice Warriors 
have nothing better to do but ‘take it 
to the streets’ and ‘fight for justice.’ If 
you are fighting for justice to rid the 
world of fascism and racism by target-
ing people based on the color of their 
skin and using fear and oppression to 
silence your opponent… You’re doing 
it wrong. This angst and indignation 
that fuels their hatred and rage would 
be terrifying, if they could sustain a 
fight mano-a-mano (that’s Spanish for 
‘hand to hand’ for those of you won-
dering). However, their ability to go 
three rounds is only based on the num-
ber of Antifa they have behind them. 
When backed by a crowd they have 
all the intestinal fortitude that they 
need. Juxtapose with if you happen to 
face one of these ‘freedom fighters’ in a 
one-on-one duo, their Wizard-of-Oz-like 
ferocity seems to be about as intimidat-
ing as the man behind the curtain. My 
advice, if you see a crowd of them, walk 
away. They simply aren’t worth your 

time getting into a fight. Remember, if 
you wrestle with pigs you only get dirty 
and the pig has fun…and these pigs 
fight real dirty. If you happen see only 
one of them… Walk Away. Again, they 
are just not worth the effort. Feral pigs 
usually run in packs, so where there 
is one, the others are probably not too 
far behind. With these cowards, your 
head needs to be on a swivel because 
they love to exploit the blind-side. With 
a magician-like sleight of hand, while 
you are distracted with the one call-
ing you a racist, bigot, etc. (the flashy 
magician), the one designated to attack 
(the trick) is waiting for their oppor-
tunity to strike. The front line (free 
hand) provides a good distraction for 
the aggressor(s) in the back. After a 
quick dash for the front to commit the 
assault and battery with a long pole or a 
padlock in a sock, the crowd (left hand) 
quickly ‘palms-the-ace’ concealing how 
the assault (trick) was accomplished. 
Most of the time, it is only when this is 
caught on video and slowed down does 
the assailant get discovered. 

While you may not know how many 
people it will take to kick your butt, 
know how many they are going to use. 
Some very wise words courtesy of Ron 
‘Tater Salad’ White.

Fellow patriots! Let your voices be 
heard! Come join us at the next Stand 
Out, this time on the beautiful grounds 
of the Paxton Commons, Friday the 
28th starting at 4 p.m.    

Matthew Herholz
Spencer 

HERHOLZ
continued from page A6

Chirlane McCray, to run the great-
est city in the world, as well as install 
another far-left would-be Mussolini like 
Governor Cuomo to also have life and 
death powers over the city, deserves, I’m 
sorry to say, what they get.

And what they get is: no bail proce-
dures for violent criminals(Book ‘em, 
Danno, and then let ‘em go), emptied 
jails, looted stores, burned out build-
ings, homeless encampments every-
where, urine-soaked subway stations, 
skyrocketing crime, terrible schools, 
terrified subway riders who have no 
options,  omnipresent grafitti, trash 
and filth all around, demoralized police 
with their confidence broken, shuttered 
restaurants and shops, and so on.

It is so over, and none of it was nec-
essary. How any rational American of 
sound mind can continue, now, to vote 
for this radicalized, hateful, vengeful, 
and totally corrupt  Democrat Party for 
anything, is completely beyond me. 

All of you once-proud Democrats who 
have the brains and integrity to see 
what even a blind man could see about 
your old party--that it no longer exists-
-are more than welcome to come join 
us in our weekly Trump rally/standout 
this Friday, Sept. 4, in Oxford Center. 
You’ll be welcome with open arms.

John McRae
East Brookfield

MCRAE
continued from page A8
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Trailer  
For Sale 

with enclosed porch 
located at Indian Ranch, 

Webster, site G13.  
Completely furnished. 

 All appliances included 
and extras. Refrigerator,  
over/under wash/dry, 

A/C, Heat. View at 
 www.indianranch.com.

Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4576.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

TOWN OF CHARLTON 
Seeks PT (22hr) Kitchen Assistant/Cook

for its Senior Center. HS Diploma and one to 
two years of experience working with seniors in 
a nutritional or food service program required; 
experience in a high volume institutional food 

preparation desirable; or an equivalent combination  
of education and  experience.  

Must have Serve Safe certification or be certifiable. 
Must be able to cook.  

Hiring range 15.43 - 17.05hr, excellent benefits.

Submit completed application to HR. Applications are available 
online at https://townof charlton.net/158/Human-Resources

until position is filled.

Now Hiring! 

Infant/Toddler Preschool Teachers 
NEEDED!

Send resume to 
85 Oxford Ave, Dudley MA 01571 

or Call 508-943-0129

CAR FOR SALE
2011 Ford 

Fusion SEL, 
A/C, 4 door, sunroof, 
good condition, one  
owner car. USB and 

bluetooth. Remote starter. 
Passed inspection  

in August.  
Turned 100,000 miles. 

Asking $5300.00 or b/o. 
If interested 

508-892-1679

725 AUTOMOBILES
1968 FORD  

T/BIRD LANDAU
2dr. 429 Engine, 
91k miles. well  

maintained. Excellent
condition, clean,

garage kept.
$12,000

860-774-8624

284 Lost & Found Pets

LET US KNOW!!! 
Please call us so that we 

can take your ad 
out of the paper... 

Town-To-Town 
Classifieds 

508-909-4111

Did you find 
your pet?

 Or find a home 
for one

107 MISC. FREE
Free construction wood 

and kindling wood;  
beams, plywood,
2x4s, 2x6s, 2x8s,  

good for woodstoves,  
not for building.

Clean. Delivery possible. 
Ask for J.D. 

413-262-5082

010 FOR SALE
COLLECTABLES

FOR SALE
kitchen canister sets-1940’s 

set.10 made in Germany. 
1960’s set 6 matching  
pitcher and bowls from 

London & Portugal. German
beer steins-oil lanterns.
call 860-774-1871

010 FOR SALE

QUALITY
bicycles, pictures, 

 crystal wine glasses, 
porcelain dolls, figurines, 
lawn mowers, bookcases 

and girls toys for sale
CALL: 

860-204-6264

010 FOR SALE

VERMONT CASTINGS
WOOD STOVE

Black enamel model 
vigilent

Great condition.
CALL

 508-943-5352

725 AUTOMOBILES
VEHICLES FOR SALE 
1999 F150 118k miles. 4x4 
single cab stepside capt. 
chairs. Loaded Red with Cap 
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed 
loaded with plow. Low mile-
age. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

010 FOR SALE

FREE ITEMS
Large Picture Frame,

Portable Air Conditioning 
Unit-plus much more

Please call 
508-340-6701

 for information

010 FOR SALE
ITEM FOR SALE:
Antique Dark Wood 
 5 Drawer Bureau  

size 34” L, 19” W x 48” H
 $95.00

Pictures of items available 
by email at:

rec142142@gmail.com
508-434-0630

442 LICENSED DAY CARE

The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Office of 

Child Care Services  
requires that all ads 

placed in the newspaper 
for child care (daycare) in 
your home include your 

license number

Town of Charlton is seeking a  
FT Administrative Assistant - Building Department

Under the general direction of the Building Commissioner, the 
Administrative Assistant is responsible for performing skilled 

administrative and secretarial work. High School Diploma required, 
Associates Degree in related �eld desirable, and two to three years of 

o�ce experience; or any equivalent combination of education and 
experience.  orough knowledge of o�ce practices,  

o�ce equipment and computers so­ware to include MS Word &  
Excel along with knowledge of applicable  

Massachusetts General Laws. Hourly rate: 22.31.  
Deadline for applications is 09/15/2020. Applications can be found at 

https://townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources.  
Email applications along with resume to  

Lynn.Dyer@townofcharlton.net. 

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer  
and encourages diversity. 

HELP WANTED
Looking for handyman  
to do some carpentry,  
plumbing, painting, 

 drywall & bathroom re-do. 
 Need estimate.

Also looking for someone to  
cut grass, weed wack,  

and rake this fall
House cleaner needed.  
References required.

Call to apply  
774-641-7186, Spencer, MA

YARD SALE
Saturday, September 5th

Rain Date:  
Sunday September 6th

237 Dudley Southbridge Road 
Dudley, MA
8am- 2pm

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH OF SPENCER 

Seeking experienced  
Custodian/Janitorial support.

Part time 10 - 15 hours per week, 
self motivated, professional,  

knowledge of cleaning methods,  
materials and appropriate equipment 

for a variety of cleaning projects. 

Must work independently 
 and as part of a team. 

Resumes can be sent to  
Jennifer Anderson at 

 jenanderson@charter.net

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT
BROOKFIELD

2 BR, 2ND Floor
Off street parking
Available NOW

Electric or 
 Gas Heat
$580/mo

Has all appliances
No Dogs

Call Dave
413-762-5082

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

ARTICLES FOR SALE
Nordic Track Exerciser-$300 
Epson Photo Printer 
Cd/DVD with program
$650 
Car or Truck Sunroof
$100 
Rollup School Map
$50
Many Chairs 
$25 each.
Electric Fireplace
$140
2 Antique Printing Presses
Manufacturing1885- 
$1500 each.
Call:
508-764-4458

010 FOR SALE

CANON CAMERA
AE-1 MANUAL 
With Lens and Flash
52 mm UV  35 mm  52 mm
Zoom II
62 mm UV model 202
35-70 mm 1007773 
Asking  $150.00 
OR BEST OFFER
1-774-230-7555

010 FOR SALE

EXC.SOLID 68” L SHAPED
OAK DESK
LHF return 48” Power 
center with hutch lights & 2 glass
doors & Bk case. 
Original price $2200. now in like
new condition $1595.   
5 drawers & 2 file drawers with
key lock. Pictures available on
facebook.Click on messenger
then. Paulette
508-765-1231

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Gas portable, electric start
150 amps. 110-220.
$300
CALL: 508-248-7063 

010 FOR SALE

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
hard wood custom cut to your
specs. Delivered to your home.
12”-14” $300 per cord. 16-18”
$260 per cord.
Call: 508-282-0232

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Tombstone Style. Plug in.
250 amps.
$250
CALL: 508-248-7063 

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

MIRROCRAFT 12 FOOT”V” 
BOTTOM. MINNKOTA
MAXXUM 40 POUND
THRUST, VARIABLE
DRIVE,VERY LOW HOURS. 3
SEATS WITH PEDESTALS
.OARS,ANCHOR,TRAILER,
SPARE TIRE . ALL VERY
GOOD CONDI-
TION.$1500.00.CALL 508-987-
0386 LEAVE MESSAGE.

700 AUTOMOTIVE

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

2008 TRAILER 
FOR SALE
load rite 2 place ATV Trailer.
New tires. Asking 
$1,000 or best offer.
CONTACT
508-248-3707
and leave a message.
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Find It In The Classifieds

All we know  
is local

StonebridgePress.
com

The Republican speakers made a clear 
case that due to the economic success 
of the first part of the president’s term 
and the chaos that has erupted during his 
term we need to elect an outsider, Donald 
Trump.   It was honestly incredible that 
they were able to lace a story together and 
run the same candidate as the incumbent 
and the insurgent at the same time.   It 
seems clear that the president prefers to 
run as an insurgent fighting the system as 
opposed to the incumbent at the helm of 
the system.

  I was listening to those speeches and 
it seems that Joe Biden is feckless and 
unaccomplished in his 47 years of public 
service and yet the most terrifying threat 
that the American republic has ever seen.  
From listening to those speeches, it seems 
that Joe Biden is a closet socialist despot.   

A political party, in general, would sit 
down and hammer out a coherent strategy 
considering the year it is, the issues, and 

what they’re going to do about it.   The 
Biden team since they began their can-
didacy in 2019 decided that their number 
one issue is Donald Trump.  They figured 
that the country is exhausted and wants a 
uniter and have stuck to that message.  It 
isn’t clear exactly what the GOP strategy 
is and there is no coherent line of think-
ing other than support of Donald Trump, 
the man, the cult, the legend.  There is no 
coherent critique of Biden, no coherent 
sense of what the priority is right now, and 
they have no general argument to make.  
Trump spoke for 71 minutes and it was all 
over the map.

The Democratic convention by all 
accounts was better and Biden’s speech 
better than Trump’s.   I do have to say 
though that the Republican Convention 
was far better television and far more 
entertaining.  First, it started with flagrant 
violations of the Hatch Act and Trump’s 
Chief of Staff explaining to the media that 
nobody cares about the Hatch Act outside 
of Washington.  Then it went to using not 
the White House living quarters to host the 
president on Zoom from his desk upstairs 

but instead the White House being used 
as one of the most elaborate TV sets ever.  
The President gave pardons and accepted 
oaths of citizenship on live TV.   We saw 
beautiful views of the Rose Garden and 
South Lawn lit up with dozens of flags.  We 
even saw Trump point to and brag about 
having use of the White House and then 
the convention ended with fireworks over 
the Washington monument.

The footage was fit for a reality TV-show 
host turned President.   It looked better 
than a Hollywood set and shockingly inap-
propriate.  While the scenes were beautiful 
it makes one wonder, could Joe Biden 
have booked a similar venue?   Would 
Trump have loaned out the White House 
and Washington Memorial for the DNC 
the week prior?  Is there any similar venue 
Biden could have booked for any price?  
Quite obviously, one candidate in 2020 
has access to the most iconic TV set in 
the world and the other doesn’t, and that 
makes its use inappropriate. 

 We went into the conventions with Biden 
commanding a stable 10 point lead over 
Trump.   It seems though that Democrats 

are more anxious and Republicans more 
confident.  

Somehow, Democrats have come on the 
wrong side of “order” in the eyes of the 
voters, despite the fact that order was bet-
ter during the last administration and has 
broken down under this administration.  
A lot of “law and order” talk is code for 
racism and there is no question about that 
but Democrats have a seemingly impossi-
ble task of threading the needle where they 
denounce the crypto-racists and address 
legitimate concerns people have over safe-
ty.  Biden has to thread the needle of say-
ing he is for policing, but policing needs 
to be reformed, we must stop the systemic 
racism embedded in the current state of 
policing, but we also must keep everybody 
safe from criminals.

  Now until November is likely to be 
a long, brutish, and scorched-earth cam-
paign. 

David Rosenberg
Spencer

ROSENBERG
continued from page A7

fire.   Later that night a used car dealer-
ship’s entire lot was engulfed in flames.  
Several other downtown buildings sus-
tained a range of damage.

There is a moral to the story:  
Whenever police abuse their power and 
kill or maim somebody and it’s filmed, 
there will be massive protests and the 
city will burn.   Get used to it.   This is 
going to continue either until the state 
sponsored violence against our own citi-
zens is ended or white America demands 
re-segregation and fences in Bantustans 
for the undesirables.   Maybe President 
Trump will re-direct the southern border 
wall to wall in Chicago.  The status quo 
was never OK, and when viral videos 
spread throughout a community within 
hours we should all expect mayhem.  

Like clockwork, the state needed to 
restore order so the National Guard was 
called.  There were thousands upon thou-
sands of people engaging in peaceful pro-
tests (I’m sure they were “wrong” for 
some reason).  There were a small num-
ber of violent criminals as there is in any 
large group, there was damage.  The con-
servative media used telephoto lenses to 
zoom in on property damage while the 
mainstream media used drones to show 
the sheer numbers of peaceful protesters.  
Nothing new for 2020, really.

What was new and interesting howev-
er is that armed white vigilante/militia 
groups descended on Kenosha to “pro-
tect” the city.   So now we had peaceful 
protestors, some violent riot inciters, 
cops, national guard, and vigilantes all in 
the same space…Awesome.   As it turns 
out a 17-year-old white militia member 

WASHINGTON
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Brazil as the only major slaveholding 
nations.  

The South could hear the drumbeat of 
“legal means” of abolition and seceded 
before it happened.   The Confederate 
States of America specifically (unsuc-
cessfully) pursued expansion of slavery 
into new territories to the west and into 
Latin America so that they wouldn’t be 
such an outlier.  Ironically, slavery was 
abolished with the 13th  which seemed 
less like ‘rule of law’ and more like coer-
cion in that militarily defeated states 
were forced to sign on.

The Civil War is not unique in that 
the union was restored.   The Korean 
War is unique in that they are still sep-
arated.  Vietnam has been unified since 
1976.   The Yemen Civil War ended with 
Yemen re-unified in 1990.   The troubles 
in Northern Ireland ended in 1998 with 
peace and without territorial changes.  
Most Civil wars do not end in territo-
rial changes.   When a war ends with a 
territorial change it is usually called 
a war of independence such as the 
American Revolutionary War, Kosovo 
War, Croatian War of Independence, 
Indonesian National Revolution, 
First Indochina War, Irish War of 
Independence, etc.  

Regarding monuments to the losing 
side of a war that represented what we 
now recognize as abhorrent views, the 
Confederates are just like the Nazis.  
There are no Nazi statues in Germany.  
There should be no Confederate statues 
in the south.   Regarding the Loyalists – 
yes, we live in Massachusetts.  This was 
sovereign British territory and there 
were many Loyalists who lived here and 
many who fought in red coats.   If it 
makes sense to memorialize Confederate 
soldiers, why aren’t we memorializing 
Loyalist soldiers?   New York City was 
a Loyalist stronghold in 1776 – where 
are their memorials?   Oh yeah, they 
lost, and their cause is now considered 
illegitimate.

To the university argument – how 
about Sri Mulyani, the former Director 
of the World Bank?   Abhijit Banerjee, 

Nobel Prize winner?   Miguel Nicolelis, 
the neuroscientists known for his 
research with monkeys that led to the 
development of robotic arms?  Of course, 
third world countries produce some great 
minds.  This is a statistical argument – in 
a Gaussian distribution if the mean is 
shifted down, say a standard deviation, 
there are still some at the top.  Just like 
in the South, just because there are more 
dumb people doesn’t mean there aren’t 
still some shining starts.   Just like the 
southern shining starts, foreign shining 
starts are drawn to the universities of 
the Northeast.  Massachusetts is the edu-
cational capital of the world and being 
connected by road to Mississippi doesn’t 
make them much better.

All violence is tragic but to com-
pare state sponsored violence against 
a private citizen by a paid employee 
(cop shooting a black person) to crimes 
between individuals (“black on black 
crime”) is absurd.   Many people try to 
change the subject with this and it is a 
logical fallacy.  

Provocative?   Sacrilegious?   Thank 
you for the compliment.   Misleading, 
vile, boring, and usually wrong – I beg to 
differ.  I would love to write my original 
thoughts with all of my brilliance, but 
I choose to use my time to counter the 
misleading, vile, boring, usually wrong, 
and downright dangerous things I read 
in this publication.   Neutralizing you 
guys is really more my calling.

Mr. McRae – there was a letter just 
last week in this paper about Cannon 
Hinnant and I was aware of it from my 
news feed.   I’m pretty sure the media 
didn’t bury that one, otherwise how 
would you have known?  Clearly you see 
the Cannon Hinnant situation as proof 
that the BLM movement is flawed despite 
the fact that the organs of the state with-
in hours arrested, charged, and held his 
killer without bond.   Please explain for 
all of our edification, how would you like 
the news media and activists respond 
and what should their goal be?

I am curious why Mr. McRae feels 
the need to inform us all that the duly 
elected Attorney General of Minnesota 
is black and Muslim.   I am wondering 
how Mr. McRae decided that Attorney 
General Ellison is also “radical socialist” 

and “communist”… While Keith Ellison 
is indeed black and Muslim, he was also 
born in Detroit Michigan, holds a degree 
in economics, is a lawyer admitted to 
the bar, and before he entered politics 
specialized in defending indigent clients.  
Mr. Ellison has served in the Minnesota 
House of Representatives, and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, and in 2018 
was elected Attorney General by the peo-
ple of Minnesota for exactly moments 
like this.      

Mr. Robillard – I have to say that is 
an impressive string of terrible things 
to say about Joe Biden.  I continue to be 
amazed at how the Trump party faithful 
can possibly characterize Joe Biden as 
a Communist, Antifa, BLM, Nation of 
Islam, Socialist who is a disciple of the 
Marx’s manifesto.   If the goal of COVID 
mitigation was destruction of the middle 
class why is it that seemingly every other 
nation on earth responded better and 
with less economic destruction?   How 
you can possibly paint the unrest that 
has started and raged during Trump’s 
presidency on his challenger who hasn’t 
been in government for years is pretty 
warped.   Try not to forget   - Donald 
Trump is the incumbent, responsible 
for the last four years.  Joe Biden is the 
challenger representing a more peaceful 
time.  I know it’s hard…

COVID-19 continues to be the scourge 
that is on the precipice of getting even 
worse.   United States citizens are still 
banned from travel to Canada and nearly 
the entire world because we represent 
so much risk of disease.   Other places 
responded appropriately to the plague, 
we did not.   Since last week we have 
had 292,016 new infections and 6,490 new 
deaths bringing our total to 5,991,809 
cases and 183,364 deaths respectfully.  

I know this sounds boring.   That is 
because you are becoming desensitized 
to the death and disease and it is start-
ing to sound normal.   Think about this 
– 292,000 Americans are extremely ill 
this week that weren’t last week due to 
a viral outbreak that in other countries 
was controlled to about 1/10 of the per 
capita rate.   That is 262,000 people ill 
because President Trump thought this 
was a hoax months ago.   Of the 6,490 
deaths perhaps 6,000 of them would be 
alive if not for the bungled response.  
This is not normal.  This can’t be normal.  
Don’t let yourself get desensitized to the 
scope of this disaster.   Don’t believe the 
Democrats – take a look at every other 
developed country in the world.

While I do a lot of responding and make 
counter-arguments I still consider my 
thoughts original.   Someday everyone 
will read a letter contained of my own 
original thoughts on a virgin topic.  That 
day will be when there isn’t anything in 
the New Leader or prominently in the 
community at large worth responding 
and counter-arguing.   I have a lot of 
ideas, my brilliant mind is full of topics, 
but with limited time and limited space I 
like to focus on what is most important 
and that is responding to utter nonsense.

 
Omar Har-Yarok
East Brookfield

HAR-YAROK
continued from page A6

508-347-9017

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Greige • Brown • Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone

• Title V Sand • Presby Sand
• Brick Sand • Sandbox Sand  

• Pool Liner Sand
• Concrete Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Cold Patch • Crushed Asphalt

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Where Everyone Goes  
For Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Casual 
Waterfront 

Dining 
on 

Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

We are now open with our full menu to  
dine inside or outside with social distancing 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of 
 Lake Lashaway inside or on our outside decks

• Reservations are required to dine in
• Take-out curb-side & delivery available

• Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.

Open 7 days a week Sun - Thurs 11-8 • Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

and vigilante from Illinois responded to 
a Facebook call to arms and ended up 
shooting three protestors, killing two 
of them.  This kid is the very definition 
of an “outside agitator.”   He didn’t live 
there, he grabbed an assault rifle to go 
down and “restore order” himself.  He is 
now charged with intentional homicide 
among other charges.  

This kid meets the mythical definition 
of a “white thug,” case closed, right?  
Not so fast…   Tucker Carlson of Fox 
News defends this vigilante by saying 
he “maintained order when no one else 
would.”  Conservative media seems to be 
holding him up as a hero.  The Facebook 
comments on various threads on local 
news sites have been mind blowing.  
People are actually defending this kid!?  

He was illegally in possession of the fire-
arm, travelled across state lines to cause 
trouble, went into a community he didn’t 
live to cause trouble, ended up shooting 
people at close range, and he is a hero of 
the political right?   What!?   How would 
they feel about a black teenager bringing 
a gun to a protest in case he encounters 
a vigilante?  I saw memes with thin blue 
line flags trying to raise money for his 
legal defense.   Shouldn’t this teenager 
of just stayed at home and stayed out of 
trouble?

The way the conservatives seem to be 
lionizing the indefensible is the most tell-
ing and troubling of the entire Kenosha 
incident.   It is scary and it is telling.   I 
don’t think any of this is new, we’ve 
merely ripped the mask off.

 
Terrance Washington

Spencer 

WASHINGTON
continued from page A16
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General Family 
Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

• Same Day Crowns
• Cone Beam CT 3D X-Ray
• Computer Guided Implant Surgery
• Six Month Smiles - Clear Braces
• Veneers
• Dentures
• And More

For more information 
follow us on

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
824 Southbridge St., Auburn MA
(508) 832-8826

www.SteadfastFamilyDental.com
Dr. Benjamin Tubo

—  F A M I L Y  D E N T A L  —

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupon WHITCO Hours: : Mon.-Sat. 10am-9pm 
Sunday Noon- 7pm

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
 508-885-9343

SAMSUNG DELUXE
 GAS STOVE

 Reg. $79900 

$69999

FRENCH DOOR ICE & 
WATER REFRIGERATOR

 Reg. $199900 

$169999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

 Reg. $79900 

$69999

KITCHENAID 
DISHWASHER

 Reg. $89900 

$79999

7300 LG
WASHER  

OR DRYER
 $74999

MAYTAG
TOP 

WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$59999

GE SELF CLEANING 
SMOOTH TOP

STOVE
 Reg. $64900 

$54999

DELUXE ELECTRIC
DRYER
 Reg. $49900 

$42999

LG FRONT  
LOAD WASHER

Reg. $89900

$79999

SIDE BY SIDE 
STAINLESS STEEL 

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $169900

 
$119999

GE FRONT LOAD
 WASHER

$69999

E-BIKES 
 IN 

STOCK!

DEHUMIDIFIERS  
 IN STOCK!

OPEN 
LABOR DAY 

10-7
GAS GRILL SALE 

OVER 500 IN STOCK!

AIR CONDITIONERS  
OVER 1000 IN STOCK!

DELUXE TOP LOAD
 WASHER
 Reg. $49900 

$44999 WE HAVE BIKES 
IN STOCK 

FREEZERS 
ARE BACK IN 

STOCK

LABOR DAY SALE
OVER 3000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY 

WE HAVE MORE IN STOCK THAN ANY OTHER STORE!

TV SALE
65” LG Reg. $649.99  $569.99

70” Smart Reg. $799.99  $599.99

Vizio 58” Reg. $449.99 $369.99

43” LG Reg. $349.99  $299.99

32” Smart TV  $159.99

Mary McCarthy
(978)270-1401

Angela Clark
(508)410-1319

Diane Strzelecki
(508)335-2384

Jillian DeGrace
(860)315-3636

celebrate with us

Office 
Open House

XSELL REALTY

Juliana Danquah 
Broker / Owner

196 w. main st.
dudley, ma 01571
september 10, 2020
from 11 am to 5pm
COVID -19 Protocol followed

Rehabilitation  
and Skilled  

Nursing Center

A REWARDING 
CAREER AWAITS AT

Quaboag

Start your career 
off right – 

Come work for us!

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center
47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

FT Unit Manager
Evening Nursing Supervisor M-F
FT 3p-11p Nurse
FT 7a-7p Nurse
FT 7p-7a Nurse
Mon-Fri Wound Nurse
FT 11p-7a CNAs
PT Housekeeper/laundry aide
PT Dietary aide

WE ARE 
CURRENTLY 

HIRING!
We are a 

DEFICIENCY 
FREE  

Community Facility
We offer Great Benefits!

Health and Dental 
Flexible schedules  

LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
For a limited time we have CNA scholarships available  

to the right applicants. 
Please inquire for further information.

Please contact Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-0626 
or email your resume to JStapleton@QOTCMA.com

If it’s important  
to you, 

It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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