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Calhoun to appear
at YMCA benefit

Battling
beauty pageant
perceptions
BY OLIVIA RICHMAN
NEWS STAFF WRITER

WOODSTOCK – Looking
for a new challenges, Melissa
Bellanceau is Mrs. Woodstock
and she will compete in the
Mrs. Connecticut pageant on
May 19 at Foxwoods. This is her
first-ever statewide pageant,
and she’s excited about meeting new people and having a
platform to raise awareness on
issues that are very important
to her. For her, being in a pageant is being a role model for
other women and empowering
girls.
“I think it’s a great opportunity for women to be given
a microphone to talk about
things that matter to them,”
said Bellanceau. “Individual
people can be empowered to
get involved in the community,
but there are benefits to having crown and sash. It provides
platforms that many people
may not have, which is unfortunate because there’s so many
people with important things
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Jim Calhoun

WOODSTOCK — Former UConn basketball coach Jim Calhoun is scheduled to appear at Broadway Live’s Hale
YMCA Youth and Family Center’s benefit
concert with his wife, Pat. Dubbed “The
Conncert”, and set for Saturday, April 7 and
Sunday, April 8 at the Center for the Arts at
Woodstock Academy, formerly known as the
HYDE Cultural Center in Woodstock.
As honorary chairpersons for the local
YMCA capital campaign, the Calhouns will
be addressing the Saturday evening concert goers along with performances by over

30 local and regional performers backed
by a large orchestra with arrangements
by Walter Gwardyk who is an arranger of
music for the Hartford Symphony and New
England Jazz. As the former head coach of
the University of Connecticut men’s basketball team, Calhoun won three NCAA
national championships in 1999, 2004 and
2011 as well as many other notable accomplishments throughout his career.
With his team’s 2011 NCAA title win,
Calhoun became the oldest coach to win a
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Melissa Bellanceau is Mrs.
Woodstock and will compete in the
Mrs. Connecticut pageant on May
19 at Foxwoods.

Killingly High football
honored at state capitol
HARTFORD— Senator Mae
Flexer (D- Killingly) welcomed
the entire Killingly High
School football team to the
Connecticut Senate Chamber
on Tuesday, March 27, to celebrate their achievements
throughout the season on and
off the field.
After an undefeated season, the Killingly football
team won the 2017 Class M

High School Championship.
They were the only team in
Connecticut to go undefeated. They were also finalists
for Connecticut Team of the
Year and a finalist for Walter
Camp All-America Team. In
honor of these achievements,
Sen. Flexer and Senator Carlo
Leone (D-Stamford), both
proud Killingly alums, and
Representative Danny Rovero

(D-Killingly) presented individual players, coaches, and
the team with official citations
from the Killingly state delegation.
“These young students are
role models for their fellow
peers and the entire community, not only because of their
undefeated record and cham-
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State Senator Mae Flexer welcomed Killingly High’s football team to the
Connecticut Senate Chamber on Tuesday, March 27.
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Banding together for the time being
BY OLIVIA RICHMAN
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Olivia Richman photos

The members of 2 Drink Minimum: Rich Audet, Bob Sortwell, Kris Sortwell
and Rehannen Fantasia

PUTNAM — There’s a new band in town
and you may never attend their show. In fact
they may decide to never do a show again. But
whether they decide to play again or not, 2 Drink
Minimum has an important message: It’s never
too late to pursue your passion and chase your
dreams. You’re never too old to start something
new.
I sat down and spoke with the band at their
first live performance in front of friends and
family. And they still don’t know if they’ll never
play live again, despite roaring applause and
endless dancing during their set. We’ll just have
to wait and see.
How did 2 Drink Minimum form?

Rich Audet, drummer, Thompson – Kris
Sortwell and I are both runners. He asked me
one day if I’d want to come over and jam with
him and his father, Bob. I had played the drums
about 20 years ago, but stopped after a year. But
we started jamming together twice a month.
Kris Sortwell, bass, Brooklyn – Then we put
an ad out for a lead singer and got Rehannen. We
were getting together for fun. I just love the fact
that we all get to hang out. We laugh a lot. We
practiced, practiced, practiced.
How did you feel when you answered the
Craigslist ad and went to meet the rest of
the band?
Rehannen Fantasia, singer, Warwick - I
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Connecticut
library passport
program returns
BY OLIVIA RICHMAN
NEWS STAFF WRITER

PUTNAM — If you already love
libraries, the Connecticut Library
Association has some awesome news for
you: Passport to Connecticut Libraries
is back.
Over 100 libraries across Connecticut
are participating in the program to celebrate National Library Week during
April, including many libraries in
the Quiet Corner: Putnam Library,
Brooklyn Public Library, Canterbury
Public Library, Chaplin Public Library,
Killingly Public Library, Mansfield
Public Library, Pomfret Public Library,
Putnam Public Library, Scotland Public
Library and Thompson Public Library.
Each library will stamp your passport
– and give you a small gift – for visiting.
The purpose of the program is to get
people to visit other libraries.
“Every library has their own flavor and selection. It’s just a fun way
for people to have that open to them,”
said Putnam Public Library director
Priscilla Colwell:
And while many people love their
local library, it’s still a “fun reason” to
visit another community. Many people
make a trip out of it, exploring what
not only the library has to offer, but the
town as well.
“It’s amazing how far people will travel to go to a different library,” said
Colwell. “There were some people who
were coming from the other end of the

state. They were visiting five or six
libraries a day. They were using it as
an excuse to travel and experience the
different communities.”
According to Colwell, Putnam has
a great mystery and local history collection. Thompson has a phenomenal
art gallery. Killingly has a wonderful
children’s section.
And since all of the Connecticut
libraries are so connected, the books
and DVDs you find at another community’s library can be returned at your
own town’s public library.
The closeness of the Quiet Corner
Reads libraries has many other benefits as well.
“We’ve gotten to know each other
better,” said Colwell. “Which is great
for the community because we can
collaborate on things better. We hear
about their programs and help promote them. We can discuss problems
we have in our community and get
their take on it. If we have problems
with programs or services, or just want
to ask somebody’s advice, we know that
they know because they have walked in
our shoes.”
To participate in the Passport to
Connecticut Libraries program, pick
up a passport at a local library.
And when the program starts, pick up
some free chocolate from the Putnam
Public Library.
Olivia Richman may be reached at
(860) 928-1818, ext. 112 or by e-mail at
olivia@stonebridgepress.com
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Benefit at Eastern
for Connecticut
Children’s Hospital
Eastern Connecticut State University will host its first-ever WarriorThon dance
marathon on April 7 from 5-11 p.m. in the Geissler Gymnasium. In affiliation
with Miracle Network Dance Marathon, all proceeds will benefit the Connecticut
Children’s Medical Center. Members of the public are invited to the event.
Miracle Network Dance Marathon is a movement benefitting Children’s Miracle
Network Hospitals, a non-profit organization that raises funds and awareness for
more than 170 pediatric hospitals across North America (of which Connecticut
Children’s Medical Center is a part). Since its inception, Miracle Network Dance
Marathon has raised more than $200 million for children across North America
who are fighting pediatric illness and injury.
In addition to a night of dancing, WarriorThon will include food, games, raffles,
guest speakers and student performances. Event organizers are expecting several
family members of children’s hospital patients to attend to share their stories.
The chief organizer of WarriorThon is Eastern student Lauren Landry, a sophomore psychology major: “I understand firsthand the impact that these donations
have on patients of children’s hospitals, as I was a child in that hospital bed may
years ago,” said Landry, who has had three open-heart surgeries. “I want to make
an impact on every child’s hospital stay, and help them understand that we support
them.”
Registration is $5 per person and will occur at 4 p.m. on April 7, or in
advance, online at https://events.dancemarathon.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=2910. Participants can register individually or as a
team. Registrants will receive a free Children’s Miracle Network/WarriorThon
T-shirt. Each registrant will have their own online donation portal, to which family members and friends can donate. Those who are interested but cannot attend
are encouraged to register at the link above, as all donations will contribute to the
WarriorTHON total. More than $7,000 has already been raised-the goal is $10,000 for
this inaugural event.
“If we raise more than $10,000, WarriorTHON will be the first first-year Miracle
Network Dance Marathon in Connecticut to raise that much money,” said Landry.
“We are so close to our goal and any donation will help!”
For more information, contact ecsuWarriorTHON@gmail.com.

Murphy applauds bill
to study gun violence
WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senator Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), a member of the
U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee, applauded on March 20 language included
in the FY18 Omnibus Appropriations bill to help reduce gun violence. The bill
includes Murphy’s bipartisan Fix NICS Act and clarifies the decades-old law that
has prevented the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) from researching the causes
of gun violence. The omnibus bill also includes language from the STOP School
Violence Act, legislation Murphy cosponsored that would fund school security
improvements and invest in early intervention and prevention programs to stop
school violence before it happens.
“The politics around guns is changing fast and Republicans are scrambling to
catch up. The small steps forward on gun safety in the budget bill, including the
Fix NICS Act that I co-authored, are good news. But let’s be honest – the NRA still
has veto power over the Republican-led Congress. Republicans still won’t schedule
a debate on guns in the Senate, and if the small provisions in the budget are all that
they are willing to do, that would be a tragic insult to all the kids who are rising
up across the country demanding that Congress end the gun violence epidemic.”
Murphy and U.S. Senator John Cornyn (R-Texas) introduced the Fix NICS Act
to ensure federal and state authorities accurately report relevant criminal history
records to the National Instant Criminal Background Check System. Gun violence,
a leading cause of death in the United States, has historically been underfunded
and understudied, due in part to the Dickey Amendment, which has effectively
banned federal funding for research on the issue at the CDC since 1996. Murphy
joined U.S. Senators Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) and Ed Markey (D-Mass.) in
introducing S.834, legislation to provide $60 million in funding for the CDC to conduct or support research on firearms safety and gun violence prevention.
Murphy has repeatedly stated that the Fix NICS Act should be a starting point for
Congress to pass a much more comprehensive set of bipartisan measures – such as
expanding background checks, implementing court protective orders to take guns
away from dangerous people, and limit magazine sizes – to reduce gun violence.
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questmartialarts.us
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Villager Almanac
At CT Audubon
Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties
for the week of March 19: American Woodcock, Wood
Duck, Bufflehead, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded Merganser,
Black Duck, Mallard, Short-eared Owl, Brown Creeper,
Robin, Bluebird, Fox Sparrow, American Tree Sparrow.
Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home

Villager Newspapers photo policy

As a community oriented family of newspapers, Villager Newspapers
welcomes photos from readers, business owners, and other outside sources
for publication in any of its titles. Any photos submitted for publication
become the property of Villager Newspapers, and may be displayed in our
newspapers, as well as on our Web site. They may also be made available
for resale, with any proceeds going to Villager Newspapers and/or the photo
re-print vendor.

Contact Brenda Today,

860-928-1818
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NOW and The Arc to host
Spectrum of Sports event

Killingly High School cheerleaders lift clinic
participant Cassidy Wilson to new heights at
the 2017 Spectrum of Sports Clinic.
Courtesy photos

Mallory Moreau, Director of Education and Training and Crystal Simonson, Community
Outreach Coordinator, at The Arc Quinebaug Valley table at the 2017 resource fair

DAYVILLE — The Arc Quinebaug
Valley and Northeast Opportunities for
Wellness (NOW) will team up to host
the 2nd Annual Spectrum of Sports
event on Sunday, April 8, an inclusive
sports clinic and resource fair open
to children ages 7 to 15 of all abilities.
From 10 a.m. to noon at Killingly High

School, the free clinic will feature a
variety of sports skill stations, promoting movement and fun with an emphasis on inclusion and sportsmanship.
The partnership between NOW and
The Arc started in late 2016 with the
concept of hosting an event that would
align the respective missions of the

Killingly Villager

Accuracy Watch
The Killingly Villager is committed to accuracy in all its news
reports. Although numerous safeguards are in place to ensure accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.
Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at the top right hand corner
of page A3 in a timely manner.
If you find a mistake call (860)
928-1818 or e-mail charlie@villagernewspapers.com.
Sports Clinic. It was truly rewarding
to see children and teens of all abilities
participating and we are excited for
our second annual event coming up
on April 8th,” said NOW Executive
Director Sarah Wolfburg.
The 2018 event will feature skill stations in several sports, including a
basketball station supported by coach
Tom Espinosa and Putnam Science
Academy athletes, a soccer station with
coaches and players from NECONN
Soccer, a karate station with Master
Mike Bogdanski of Quest Martial Arts,
a running station with Coach Beth Ten
Eyck and Tourtellotte Memorial High
School track and field athletes, and a
lacrosse station with Quinebaug Valley
Youth Lacrosse. In addition, NOW will
feature a yoga station and nutrition
activity featuring a healthy snack.
Parents are asked to stay for the
entirety of the clinic and encouraged
to visit the resource fair, which will
feature community partners and agencies from around the region, including: The Arc Quinebaug Valley, NOW,
United Services, Inc., Infinity Music
Therapy Services, Special Olympics
Connecticut, and more. Visitors to the
resource fair can enjoy refreshments
and be entered into a raffle for a gift
basked courtesy of The Arc and NOW.
For more information on the free
event, or to register, visit www.nowinmotion.org. Those interested in participating as a vendor at the resource
fair are encouraged to contact Mallory
Moreau, Director of Education and
Training for The Arc Quinebaug Valley
at (860) 774-2827 ext. 115 or mmoreau@
qvarc.org

two organizations. NOW focuses on
providing all children access to youth
wellness programming while The Arc
actively supports the full inclusion and
participation of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in the
community.
The result of this partnership was
the Spectrum of Sports Clinic and
Resource Fair. The event, held on April
2, 2017, saw 30 children ages 7-16 participating in an afternoon of activities
that included basketball, cheerleading,
running, soccer, yoga, and a nutrition
lesson. During the clinic, parents and
guardians were encouraged to visit the
vendor resource fair. Representatives
from local community organizations
provided information on speech and
language services, youth sports organizations, child
advocacy inforINC.
mation and assistance, and a range
Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms
of health and wellness resources.
AFFORDAB
“We were so
LE!
pleased to partner
with The Arc for
the Spectrum of
Financing available to qualified customers!

THE SIDING STORE
SPRING SPECIALS
NOW IN EFFECT
$$$$

NOW Fitness Leader Kristen Rukstela leads last year’s clinic participants in a yoga exercise

We take pride
in our customer
service!

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771 860.963.9035
860.886.1718 860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Troopers nabs suspect
in string of robberies
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Sean Holmes

PUTNAM — Connecticut State Police
nabbed a suspect last Friday, March
23, who was then charged with a string
of burglaries committed last October.
During the first two weeks of October,
2017, Connecticut State Police Troop
D Patrol Troopers investigated four
night time commercial burglaries in
the Thompson/Putnam area. A summary of the burglaries is as follows:
Harvest Moon in Putnam on Oct. 5;
Marika’s Restaurant in Putnam on Oct.
6; Quaddick Country Store in Thompson
on Oct. 10; Big Gary’s Discount Liquors
in Putnam on Oct. 13.
On Nov. 21, 2017, Troop D QLTF
Troopers began looking into the four
burglaries in an effort to identify, locate
and interview the person or persons
responsible. Due to the violent forced
entries into the business’s and the
late night hours of the crimes, QLTF
Troopers suspected that these burglaries were fueled by an individual addicted to drugs. QLTF Troopers are very

familiar with the geographic layout of
the area where the burglaries occurred
and are familiar with known drug houses located within walking distance of all
four burglaries.
On Nov. 21, QLTF Troopers interviewed several individuals and developed a suspect. QLTF Troopers later
located the suspect in Hartford and subsequently interviewed him. During the
interview, the suspect confessed to all
four burglaries. Troop D Troopers who
originally investigated each burglary
drafted arrest warrants for the suspect.
On March 23 the suspect, Sean
Holmes, 33, of Thurber Road, Putnam,
turned himself into QLTF Troopers on
the strength of the four arrest warrants.
Holmes was charged with: Larceny 4th
degree, Criminal Mischief 1st degree,
Criminal Trespass 2nd degree, Burglary
3rd degree (3 counts), Criminal mischief
3rd degree, Larceny 5th degree, Larceny
6th degree (2 counts), and Criminal
Mischief 2nd. Holmes was held on a
combined bond of
$60,000 cash/surety and appeared
in
Danielson
Superior Court on
March 26.
Members of the
Connecticut State
Police are committed to combating
drug activity in
the “Quiet Corner”
and anyone with
information
regarding the illegal sale of narcotics are encouraged
to call the Troop
D QLTF anonymous Tips Hotline
at (860) 779-4950 or
message the QLTF
Facebook page.

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com

WOODSTOCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING
APRIL 8, 2018 ~ 1:30 P.M.
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Please join us for our brief annual meeting, coffee, dessert*,
good conversation, and a delightful presentation by
ARTHUR LIVERANT
Third generation owner of the distinguished antiques company
Nathan Liverant & Son in Colchester
Arthur will exhibit and discuss his extensive personal collection
of children’s chairs during his talk entitled:
Little Chairs for Little Buns
Guests are invited to bring antique chairs from their collection.
East Woodstock Congregational Church Fellowship Hall.
*The contribution of
your favorite dessert to share would be welcomed

LUKE LEADERS “SERVANT LEADERS”
GOLF TOURNEY & FUNDRAISER

APRIL 14, 2018

HERITAGE COUNTRY CLUB
85 SAMPSON ROAD
CHARLTON MA

COST: $120 ENTRY FREE
Includes cart, awards, and
post-tourney steak dinner.

($100 early entry fee by April 1)

100% of proceeds directed toward
educational scholarships for
deserving seniors at Woodstock Academy
and Putnam High School.

Call or Text 774-219-6996 or login to LukeLeaders1248.com
for entry fee and details. * Weather date - April 28.
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Villager SELFIES
Occupation: Killingly High
School athletic trainer
Lives in: Griswold
Family: single
Pets: Two Beagles (Brute and
Lela)
How long have you lived in the
area? My whole life
Do you have a favorite food?
Fruit

destination? Ireland
What is the best part of your
town? The students at Griswold
High
Who has been the greatest
influence in your life? Gary
Mackowicki, former athletic
director at NFA
Who is your favorite musical
artist? System of a Down

What is the greatest piece of
advice you have ever been
What is currently your favorite given? Work as hard as you can
TV Show? Paranormal Witness and never give up

ITSCH
V
O
L
I
M
ANNE

What is your favorite movie?
Spaceballs

Favorite Sports Team: Dallas
Cowboys

What is your favorite travel
Each week we will be celebrating a local resident. If you would like to suggest a resident
to celebrate here, please send Charlie an email at charlie@villagernewspapers.com.
For a list of Selfie questions please e-mail charlie@villagernewspapers.com

Locals set to perform
in Dancefest 2018
PUTNAM — Hailie Brytowski
and Zoie Milhomme, both from
Putnam, are performing at
EASTCONN’s Arts at the Capitol
Theater magnet high school production of VIVID: DanceFest 2018
on April 6 and 7 at 7 p.m., at the
Capitol Theater in Willimantic.
This family-friendly, annual
dance showcase is open to the
public.
Under the direction of ACT
dance teacher Tiana Mancuso,
VIVID will feature seven original choreographed dances by
Mancuso, ACT principal Sarah
Roberts-Mallory
and
ACT
dance instructor Melissa Basch.
DanceFest is a collaboration
among students and faculty from
ACT’s Dance, Audio/Visual,
Lighting Design and Costume
departments.
The works performed in
VIVID are designed to excite the
audience’s senses by exploring
the human response to sight,
sound, touch, taste and smell.
Innovative use of lighting, video
projection, interactive props and
set pieces will complement the
performance theme.

Mancuso’s “Prism” sets the
tone of the show with dramatic
use of light and color; “Oasis,” a
classical ballet piece by Mancuso
and Mallory, depicts a desert
mirage; and “Pressure,” a hiphop drama by Basch, addresses
the weight of expectations. Other
pieces include “All That Glitters
is Gold,” a showcase of strong
women and a single male dancer
who is enthralled by their beauty and power; “Red Football,” a
lyrical story about human abuse;
and “In Tantamount,” which features ACT senior dance majors
in a sentimental representation
of their lives as students on the
precipice of adulthood.
A highlight of the evening is
“Palpable Collision,” a threepart work of modern dance featuring body percussion and a
free-standing gong. This piece of
choreography focuses on the tactile and aural senses often overlooked in dance performance.
ACT
students
performing in VIVID include seniors
Theresse Weigand-Watkinson,
Norwich; Hailie Brytowski,
Putnam; Deborah Rolon, New

London; Alesha Coppinger,
Colchester; Devin Beaudry,
Canterbury;
Dineyshka
Valdes-Alicea, Windham; and
Andrea
Gutierrez-Valdez,
Windham. Juniors include Zoie
Milhomme, Putnam; Deysha
Cardona,
Windham;
and
Yasmine Aumaree, Windham.
Sophomores include Lia Casedei,
Windham and Madison Nelson,
Lebanon.
Tickets may be reserved in
advance by calling the Capitol
Theater’s Main Office at (860)
465-5636. The Capitol Theater
Box Office is also open one hour
before show time for walk-up
ticket sales. Learn more about
ACT at www.eastconn.org/
act. ACT is a public, performing arts magnet high school
administered by EASTCONN.
EASTCONN is a public, non-profit Regional Educational Service
Center that has been serving the
education needs of northeastern
Connecticut schools and communities since 1980.

Kohl set to speak at Veterans Coffeehouse
DANIELSON — Tom Kohl from the Killingly
Quiet Corner Regional Lions will make a presentation at the Veteran’s Coffee House on April 3 about
a joint service between the Veterans and seven
local Lions Clubs.
The project involves putting together packages
of items that will be given out to homeless people
in the area. Lions Clubs have been doing this since
2014, and the need still exists. The completed packages will be distributed by TEEG in Thompson,
Daily Bread in Putnam, and by the ALPS program
run from the old high school on Westfield Ave in
Danielson.
The Killingly Quiet Corner Lions is actively

recruiting. Lions are the largest service organization in the world. Its main goal is prevention of
blindness worldwide, initiatives include a variety
of programs, such as providing eye exams and
glasses, collecting glasses and sending them to
third world countries, cataract surgeries in other
countries, finding a cure for the parasitic infection
River Blindness, and providing Vitamin A supplements.
Additionally, all Lions Clubs support their local
communities. Some of our local donations serve
the food banks, fuel banks, and dictionaries for
school children, along with Guide Dogs for the
Blind, Clara Barton Diabetes Camp and the Kids
Sight Vision Screening Program.
The Danielson Veterans Tuesday
Morning Coffeehouse (open to veterans only) is located at 185 Broad Street
Danielson, The Coffeehouse opens at
9 a.m. and the guest speaker program
starts at approximately 9:15 a.m.

RONNIE’S SEAFOOD
Rt. 31 ChaRlton Depot

“Proudly serving the community for over 40 years”

NOW
OPEN
Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sun.
11am-8pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9am
Closed Easter Sunday

Buy
Factory
Direct
& Save

SALE

45 COLORS • $45 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq.ft. or more) includes: rounded, beveled, or polished edges,
4 in back splash. Cutout for sink.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble and Granite
of ANY Fabrication Shop
280 Colors to choose from

Granite Counter top, Quartz Surface, Soapstone

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat. 9-4, Thurs. 8-6.
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Peter Rabbit makes visit
KILLINGLY — Peter Rabbit made a local visit in an event organized by the Killingly Recreation
Department last weekend. The event included a magic performance in the theatre done by Steven Craig,
and a free raffle of four bicycles donated by the Danielson Elks, Danielson Adventure Sports, bankHometown, and Bousquet’s Appliance and TV.

Michael Biadasz

Courtesy photos

The breakfast provided by the Danielson Lions

Aurora DelaCruz

J.J. Gilmore and his uncle, Mike Teed

Justin Key

Bald eagles making a return
BY OLIVIA RICHMAN
NEWS STAFF WRITER

spotted about 24 eagles.
“People are curious about wildlife,” said Reid.
Especially people from the LGV, which is 77
percent undeveloped land rich in water resources.
This is why bald eagles are here, he continued:
Fishing is their natural instinct.
“The ultimate goal for me in doing these programs is to get people who live here to understand
what we have,” said Reid. “It’s my job to help
teach people. I want people to really fall in love
with where they live. We live in a beautiful spot.
If they start to understand more about what we
have here, find their own way to get involved in
preserving and protecting this area.”

BROOKLYN — While many know the bald eagle
as America’s national emblem, people from the
Last Green Valley know the bald eagle means so
much more.
Chief Ranger Bill Reid visited the Brooklyn
Community Center to present “Soaring Over
the Last Green Valley: The Return of the Bald
Eagles,” an event sponsored by the First Unitarian
Congregational Society in Brooklyn. Over 40 people came to hear Reid discuss the importance of
the bald eagle.
As a LGV ranger, Reid holds programs throughout the year on bald eagles and other subject matOlivia Richman may be reached at (860) 928-1818,
ter at schools, libraries, clubs and other community groups to educate the general public about the ext. 112 or by e-mail at olivia@stonebridgepress.com
natural and cultural resources in the Last Green
Valley.
Reid discussed the bald eagles’ characteristics and habits. He also talked
about their courtship and nesting habits, how they rear their young. The process starts in January and ends in late
June. The eggs are laid around this time
of year and hatch in mid-April.
Of course there’s interesting factoids:
They mate for life. They can live for up
to 40 years in the wild.
They have a wing span of six feet. Bald
eagles have amazing eyesight (They
can see a fish under the water from a
high distance, come soaring down and
– with its feet – pluck the fish out of
the water. They have amazing physical
Co-Directed by:
abilities that make them an animal to be
admired.)
Diane Pollard and Jennifer Briere
“I’ll never forget the first time I saw
Bradley Playhouse
a bald eagle,” said Reid. “They’re huge.
Monday, April 9 • 6:30-8:30 PM
They continue to amaze me every time I
Wednesday, April 11 • 6:30 –8:30 PM
see one. It’s their gracefulness and their
Show dates: June 8-24
beauty.”
Character age range: 4 Males Mid-30s-50
But the bald eagle discussion wasn’t
only about fun facts.
2 Females Mid-20s-40 • 1 Male Child 9-11
There are several locations where the
Please plan to arrive at the start time and to stay until the end.
LGV have nests. The program is the
Audition material is available at the theatre.
perfect time to discuss the work they
Character
descriptions and more information available on the
do monitoring the bald eagles and prowebsite: thebradleyplayhouse.org/audition-information
tecting the birds, with help from the
Or Facebook: Auditions for The Nerd
Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection. About 50 volunteers are needed to help view the nest30 Front St., Putnam, CT 06260
ing locations and bodies of water in the
860-928-7887 • thebradleyplayhouse.org
area in January. Last year, volunteers

TRYOUTS

Rawson family, Jeff, Jessica, Beau, Blake, and Grace

Easter
is

Sunday April 1st
For the “VERY BEST”
Spring Plants and Flowers
visit....
The Sunshine Shop Inc.
925 Upper Maple St. Dayville
OPEN
CALL
Mon-Fri
860-774-1662
8am-5:30pm check us on
Sat
8am-2pm

OPEN
EASTER
SUNDAY
8am-2pm

“Easy to find...hard to forget”
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SCHOOLS AND THE PUBLIC are encouraged to submit items for inclusion
on the Learning Page. The deadline is noon Monday.
Send all items to Editor Charlie Lentz at
charlie@villagernewspapers.com

Putnam High to induct Wall of Honor class
PUTNAM — On Saturday,
May 5, the Class of 2018 will
honor five individuals with
induction into Putnam High
School’s Wall of Honor for
their high standard of citizenship. The inductees are David
T. Breault, M.D., Ph.D., Class
of 1986; Dr. James W. Hall III
’66; and Dr. Louise C. Pempek
’51. The class also includes
two posthumous inductions,
Charlotte
G.
McCullochGreenhalgh ’36 and Stanley A.
Scraba, Jr. ’50.
The focus of Putnam High
School’s Wall of Honor is to
maintain the heritage and tradition of the school by honoring alumni and others who
have brought honor to themselves, the school, and their
communities.
The award
honors individuals who have
demonstrated spirit and leadership in their life’s work or
service to their community.
These honorees join the initial class, which included for-

mer Governor of Connecticut
John N. Dempsey ’34; former
Board of Education chairperson Rose Bove LaRose ’30;
and renowned author and
teacher Gertrude Chandler
Warner. Also in the first class
were 51st Assembly District
Representative Daniel S.
Rovero ’55 and international
environmental affairs advisor
William H. Mansfield III ’50.
Dr. David T. Breault is a
national and international
endocrinologist and associate professor of Pediatrics at
Harvard School of Medicine.
He currently oversees research
and teaching related to stem cell
studies at Boston Children’s
Hospital. He is a recipient of
the Presidential Early Career
Award for Science and engineering from President Barack
Obama.
Dr. James W. Hall III is an
internationally
recognized
audiologist who has authored
more than 150 journal arti-

cles and nine textbooks. He
is the first recipient of the
Braintree Award for outstanding research in traumatic head
injury. He’s also the recipient
of the Presidential Award.
Dr. Louise C. Pempek enjoyed
an illustrious 62-year career in
education. The author of several publications on the history
of Putnam, she’s the recipient
of the prestigious Connecticut
Education Award from the
Milken Family Foundation for
innovative educational programming.
Charlotte G. McCullochGreenhalgh dedicated 41 years
of her life to education. She
entered her career as a classroom teacher and exited as
the first female principal in
the history of Connecticut. A
graduate of the former New
Britain State Teachers College
(currently Central Connecticut
State University) she was
a member of Alpha Delta
Kappa, an honorary sorority

for women educators. She also
served on the Putnam Board
of Education and as a director
of Putnam Savings Bank, now
Putnam Bank.
Stanley A. Scraba, Jr. was a
graduate of Bryant University
and longtime educator/coach
in the Putnam and Brooklyn
School systems. He enjoyed
a distinguished 36-career
in the Connecticut Army
National Guard, retiring at
the rank of Brigadier General.
As a member of the National
Guard he served in Governor
William O’Neill’s Foot Guard
and as the first Commandant
of the Connecticut Military
Academy. Scraba served on
the Putnam City Council, 14
years as a police commissioner and the first chairman of
the Putnam Special Services
District.
“The
Wall
of
Honor
Committee is honored to present this class of distinguished
Putnam High School gradu-

ates. These individuals have
all proven themselves in their
respective fields. The evening
is another sign of the quality
education provided by Putnam
High School,” said committee
chairman Ronald P. Coderre.
The evening event will open
with a social at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner in the high
school cafeteria. The induction
ceremony will take place in the
Black Box Theater immediately following dinner. Tickets
are available through the office
of the Superintendent of School
by calling (860) 963.6900. In addition to Coderre, Wall of Honor
Committee members include,
Nelson King, vice chairman;
Susan Johnston, secretary;
Jeanne Benoit, treasurer; and
Robert Garceau, Stuart Neal,
Dr. David Gaudreau, Lee
Konicki and Sandra Ames.
Superintendent Hull, Carrie
Blackmar and Edward Perron
represent the Putnam Board of
Education.

Woodstock honors student athletes at awards ceremony
WOODSOCK
—
The
annual
Woodstock Academy Winter Sports
Award Night was held on March 22.
During the event the coaches award a
player, or players, who demonstrate a
hardworking, unselfish, positive and
competitive attitude and a player who,
in the judgement of the coach, is a
model participant for others to follow.
The Coach’s Awards were given
to the following local athletes: Boys
Basketball varsity – Luke Mathewson
and Aidan Morin. Boys Basketball JV –
Nicholas Bedard. Boys Basketball JV-B
– Eric Cui. Boys Basketball freshman
– Daimler Aleksjuks. Girls Basketball
varsity – Heather Converse and Jamie
Woods. Girls Basketball JV – Emma
Anderson. Girls Basketball Freshman
– Kaitlin Birlin. Cheerleading – Lillian
Hagerman and Alina Michalski.

Gymnastics – Abigail Vaida and
Elise Boisvert. Boys Hockey varsity –
Matthew Odom and Liam McDermott.
Boys Hockey JV – Joshua Lavitt.
Girls Hockey varsity – Emma Ciquera
and Bridget Horst. Girls Hockey JV
– Ashleigh Angle. Boys Indoor track
– Mark Dumas. Girls Indoor track –
Chelsea Wise. Girls Indoor Track
JV – Shannon D’Alessandro. Unified
Basketball – Mya Deshaw and Ian Sohan
Wrestling – Dan Ntamwemezi and
Ben Holden. The Eastern Connecticut
Conference scholar-athletes and sportsmanship award winners were: Boys
Basketball sportsmanship award –
Eric Preston. Girls Basketball sportsmanship award – Kalianna Dingui.
Gymnastics sportsmanship award
– Stella Douglas. Boys Indoor track
sportsmanship award – Dylan Ponkala.

Girls Indoor track sportsmanship
award – Jane Pan. Wrestling sportsmanship award – Dan Ntamwemezi.
Cheerleading sportsmanship award –
Sarah Tuttle. Boys Basketball scholar-athlete award – Nathan John. Girls
basketball scholar-athlete award – Ciri
Miller. Gymnastics scholar-athlete
award – Madelyn Grube. Girls Indoor
track scholar-athlete award – Chelsea
Wise. Wrestling scholar-athlete award
– Ben Holden. Cheerleading scholar-athlete awards – Kristina Rice and
Madeline Tassoni. The winter sports
team with the highest grade point average was gymnastics at 3.67 with girls
basketball in second with a 3.36, just
ahead of the Unified basketball team
which came in with a 3.31. The best
dressed team award: girls basketball.
All-State and ECC All-League honor-

ees were also announced: First team
All-State in girls gymnastics – Elise
Boisvert, Ali Crescimanno, Jenna
Davidson, Grace Gronski, Madelyn
Grube and Abigail Vaida. ECC boys basketball First Team Division II – Chase
Anderson. ECC girls basketball First
Team Division II – Heather Converse
and Jamie Woods. ECC in gymnastics
– Ali Crescimanno, Jenna Davidson,
Madelyn Grube and Abigail Vaida. ECC
in cheerleading – Gabriella Bessette
and Carla Simal. Nutmeg Conference in
hockey – Matthew Odom. Connecticut
Hockey Hobie Baker Character Award –
Pat Delaney. Tournament ECC Division
II – Aaron Johnson and Cole Hackett.
ECC Honorable Mention Division II –
Cole Hackett. ECC Honorable Mention
in wrestling – Dan Ntamwemezi.

QVCC to host discussion on sexual assault
DANIELSON — On April 23 at 6 p.m., On Cue:
Culture and Conversations at QV will present “Jane
Doe No More: Sexual Assault Survivors Fighting for
Change,” at Quinebaug Valley Community College.
The discussion is an exploration of the challenges

faced by sexual assault survivors who speak up about
their experiences.
The event will feature Dylan Farrow, with assault
survivors Donna Palumbo and Susan Campbell.
Investigative journalist Andy Thibault will moderate. The event will be held in the Robert E.
Miller Auditorium at the Quinebaug Valley
Community College main campus in Danielson.
Seating is limited, so attendees are urged to
arrive before the event, which is free and open
to the public. Donations for Jane Doe No More,
an organization that supports survivors of

BBQ Chicken Dinner
TMS 8th Grade Sponsored

Sunday, April 8 • 1pm-6pm
Knights of Columbus
North Grosvenordale, CT
Eat-in/Take-out
Please come down and bring your family

$12.00 per
plate

There will be
Cash-bar • Door Prize • 50/50 Raffle

For tickets contact Dianne Keefe
dkeefe@rocketmail.com or 860.420.9291
(You don’t need to be present to win. Remember to bring
tickets with you!)

sexual abuse, will be accepted. Audience members
should be aware of the potential for emotionally difficult content.
Panelists will include Dylan Farrow, who renewed
allegations of a sexual assault she suffered as a
7-year-old with a column in the Los Angeles Times.
Joining Farrow are rape and assault survivors Donna
Palomba and Susan Campbell. Palomba is founder of
Jane Doe No More, a Connecticut-based non-profit
organization that honored Farrow last year with the
Dr. Henry C. Lee Award. Farrow is a member of the
Jane Doe No More Survivors Speak Outreach Team.
Campbell teaches
at the University
of New Haven and
appears regularly
on WNPR.
In an interview
with Gayle King
Small classes, high quality academics –
on CBS, Dylan
Farrow commentYes! A private, classical education is affordable!
ed on her motivation to make her
KINDERGARTEN • ELEMENTARY SCHOOL • MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
story public.
“With so much
Dear Parents:
silence being broken by so many
Are you concerned about your child’s education?
brave
people
against so many
Will they be prepared for life?
high profile people,
I felt it was importAre they getting the highest level of education?
ant to add my story
to theirs because
Are they falling through the cracks?
it’s something I’ve
struggled with for
a long time ….It
was very momenChristian – non-demoninational K-12th grade
tous for me to see
this conversation
Rt. 101, 1369 Hartford Pike, E. Killingly, CT 860-774-6653
finally carried into
newhopeacademyct.org • nhacademyct@gmail.com
a public setting,”
Farrow said.
Veteran investigative journalist Andy Thibault
will serve as moderator. Thibault’s
1997 Connecticut
Magazine article
about the criminal
case against Allen
has been cited
by news outlets
including Vanity
Fair. A question
and answer session with the audience will follow the
panel discussion.

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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“Irish Night” raises $11,000 for United Services
WOODSTOCK — Boosted by event
sponsorships and a record attendance,
United Services 17th annual Irish
Night raised nearly $11,000 for Children
and Family Programs on Friday,
March 16, at The Mansion at Bald Hill
in Woodstock. The night included a
gourmet corned beef and cabbage dinner, live music with Irish sing-alongs
from Eastern Connecticut’s own Kala
Farnham and a silent auction featuring many exciting items, including
local gift certificates, items and passes,
sports, music and movie memorabilia
and a six-day African Safari for two.
“United Services continues to see an
increasing demand for these critical
children and family programs despite
continued cuts to the region’s already
insufficient state funding,” said United
Services president/CEO Diane L.
Manning. “United Services is grateful
for the tremendous community support
we receive each year for Irish Night to
help us to meet the community need.”
United Services has recently been
calling attention to state funding inequities impacting the health and welfare of Northeast Connecticut residents,
including funding formulas that provide other state residents with up to
seven times the amount of per capita
funding for some programs and services.
All proceeds benefitted United
Services Children and Family Programs:
These include: One of the busiest Child
Guidance Clinics in the state, providing
trauma-informed and trauma-focused
mental health services for children
and adolescents. Family Programs,
including parent education and support
groups such as Grandparents Raising
Grandchildren. The region’s only

Domestic Violence Program, providing 24/7/365 emergency crisis, shelter
and supportive services to women and
children. Wraparound clinical care and
support services for Autism Spectrum
Disorders at the Center for Autism.
Youth Service Bureau and Juvenile
Review Board, coordinating youth
service programs and juvenile justice
intervention.
United Services, Inc. is a private,
non-profit and comprehensive behavioral health center, creating healthy
communities
throughout
northeast Connecticut for nearly 50 years
through mental health and social service programs, chemical abuse treatment, domestic violence programs, and
community behavioral health prevention and education programs. With
12 locations and a staff of over 250,
United Services operates more than 30
separate behavioral health programs,
including the only domestic violence
shelter for women and children in the
region. United Services is also the
designated Youth Service Bureau in 10
towns within its service area, and its
Center for Autism has recently brought
specialized treatment and programs
for children and adults with Autism
Spectrum Disorder and their families to
eastern Connecticut and surrounding
areas. United Services, Inc. is a 501c3
nonprofit organization. To learn more,
visit www.UnitedServicesCT.org.
Event sponsors Mutual of America
and Genoa Healthcare, as well as Jewett
City Savings Bank, Rogers Corporation
and Lake Road Generating helped to
make the event a success. Close to 60
local businesses donated items or gift
certificates and 125 local residents
attended.

Charlie Lentz photos

From left, Patty Breault, Roger Breault, and Peter Deary attended United Services “Irish
Night” on March 16.

Sandy and Eric Gould, left; and Erica and Larry Groh, right.

Kimberly Lane, left, and Nancy Elizabeth

Eastern to hold memorial
service for David Carter
WILLIMANTIC — The public is invited to join the Eastern
Connecticut State University campus community in celebrating the life and legacy of David Carter, Eastern’s fifth president, by attending a special memorial service on Thursday,
April 12, at 3 p.m. in the Betty R. Tipton Room in Eastern’s
Student Center.
Carter passed away on March 17 following a lengthy illness. He was president at Eastern from 1988-2006 before being
appointed chancellor of the Connecticut State University
System.
Carter became the first African-American to lead a fouryear institution of higher education in New England when
he was appointed Eastern’s president in 1988. During his
18-year tenure, Carter’s leadership resulted in an expansion
of academic degree offerings, significant enrollment growth
and the realization of a vision to see Eastern designated as
“Connecticut’s Public Liberal Arts University.”
Facilities were also transformed, doubling the campus
footprint with the construction of modern buildings ranging
from the Science Building to the J. Eugene Smith Library,
Child and Family Development Resource Center and South
Residential Village.
During his five years as chancellor of the state university
system, Carter led the four universities system through an
expansion of academic programs and campus development.
In his final year as chancellor in 2010-11, the system reached
an all-time high of 36,629 students at the four universities.
Carter’s vision and dedication also resulted in state funding
for a $950 million commitment to update and upgrade the system’s four campuses.

From left, Julie Selwyn, Mary Beth Jordan, Liz Westcott, and Rob Vercollone
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Starting
over
Her heart ached as she studied his
wrinkled face, trying to etch it in her
memory. He was one of the kindest
men she had ever known and now he
was making his last stand against the
cancer that ravaged his body. They
had just said a short prayer and a tear
slipped from his eye as he gripped her
hand firmly. She glanced around the
small room in the
hospice wing of the
hospital recalling
their chance meeting two years ago in
the AA group that
met in the basement
of that very facility.
He was old enough
to be the grandfather she never had,
he had come
eyond and
to be her greatest
source of encourthe
agement. He always
seemed like the
ews
guy who had it all
together.
JOHN
Rather
than
HANSON
engaging in small
talk she somehow
felt it was appropriate to have a more
meaningful conversation. So she
cleared her throat and softly asked,
“What would you do different in life if
you could start over?”
In a labored whisper he gave her
this startling answer: “Oh honey, I did
start over. In my younger years I was a
scoundrel. I hurt people, I cheated others and myself and I was determined
to do things my way. When I hit rock
bottom God sent me a good neighbor.
He was different. He didn’t drink, cuss
or talk bad about his wife. He was one
of those guys who seemed like a goodie
two shoes. He bugged me because he
seemed to have it all together and I
didn’t think my life and family could
ever be like his.”
With a faraway look in his eyes he
continued, “My neighbor shocked me
when he offered to help me restore
my classic Mustang – at no charge.
Turns out he was a normal guy. Over
the next few years we would have
dozens of life-changing conversations.
The most important talk was the one
where he explained what Christians
meant when they talked about being
“born again” and “resurrection”.
“Tell me about that,” she interrupted, “I have never quite understood that terminology or why people
would be willing to die for that whole
Christianity thing.”
“It’s really all about starting over,”
he explained, as he feebly sipped some
water and placed his paper cup back
on the portable food tray. “When I
began telling my neighbor all the bad
things I had done and how much I had
messed up my life, he began helping
me understand that the “Good News”
was that I could start over. You can’t
imagine how much hope that gave me.
When I pressed him for more information he showed me a very simple but
powerful scripture that was spoken
by St. Peter to people who were asking what they should do to fix their
lives. He said, ‘Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.’” (See Acts 2:38)
More tired now, the dying man took
a deep breath and continued, “In great
detail my neighbor explained to me
repentance was like dying to one way
of living and turning to God’s way.
Then he showed me that baptism was
like burying that old life – that is why
they put people all the way under
the water in Jesus’ name. Finally he
helped me understand that being filled
with the Spirit is like resurrecting to a
new life.”
She was a bit surprised at the fresh
energy that filled the old man’s voice
as he recalled his own experience.
“When it dawned on me that I could
start over I jumped at the opportunity
and it was the smartest thing I ever
did. I repented and was baptized.
When I came out of the water I felt
so forgiven and clean. I even spoke
in an unknown language just like the
disciples! My only regret is that I did
not start over sooner.” Having told
his story, he smiled and drifted off to
sleep.
Now she understood what she needed in her life. Next Sunday was Easter
Sunday and she purposed in her heart
that this Easter would be the day she
would start over.

B

P

Bishop John W Hanson oversees Acts
II Ministries in Thompson. For more
information, please visit www.ActsII.
org.

OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Regarding the ongoing gun debate
To the editor:
What a complex and thorny document the
constitution is. How do we avoid cherry-picking certain parts of this document that seem
to conflict with other guarantees stated elsewhere in the same document? If the second
amendment is construed to say a person has
the right to own a rapid-fire weapon and the
9th amendment says certain rights shall not
be taken to deny the right of others to life and

liberty guaranteed in the 14th amendment,
then how do we reconcile these issues? Is the
right to have these weapons worth the lives of
members of our society? Can we not face the
issues of the 21st century in a more reasonable way than we have been? I hope we can
for the sake of all of us, not the least of which
is our children.

Stan Swanson
Woodstock

More questions on Woodstock’s move to NEPSAC
In regard to public reaction to
Like many of our local kids, many
the March 20th Board of Trustees
of
the approximately 100 private-paid
uest
meeting at Woodstock Academy:
students want to be a part of the total
olumn
The meeting wasn’t a forum for the
Woodstock Academy community,
trustees or the administration to
which includes sports. Mr. Sandford
Jeff
respond to the community’s quesstates that 70 percent of the private
tions but more of a forum for our contuition students participate in sports.
Child
cerns to be heard about the proposed
How many entered as freshmen and
move from the CIAC (Connecticut
would be excluded from the CIAC
Interscholastic Athletic Conference)
rule? Of the remainder, how many
to the NEPSAC (New England Private School
wouldn’t come if they had to sit one year? Or
Athletic Conference). I believe most in attenis it possible they don’t need to sit? Could
dance listened as I know that I did. My obserthey take part in practices? For example,
vations from that meeting as well as further
could they go to Quinnatisset Country Club
communications I’ve had with the commuand continue to play golf and practice as most
nity, administration, and the CIAC are as
do currently?
follows.
Getting back to the point that the Board of
Most concerns that evening seemed to
Trustees is most concerned with the financial
revolve around the following: First, diminviability of the school. What I’m saying is
ished opportunities for local athletes. Second,
that maybe it’s not as financially cut and dry
longer travel times for student athletes and
as thus far we are being told. In closing, I
parents. Third, loss of a sense of commulearned about parallels back in my U.S. histonity and pride associated with Woodstock
ry class in 1988 at Woodstock Academy with
Academy. These are concerns the board and
Mr. Taylor. I’d like to provide you a parallel,
administration may share to some degree but
however not a perfect one.
their interest must certainly be more focused
Marianapolis Prep is and has always been a
on the financial viability of the school.
private school, but they in the 1990’s played in
According to Mr. Christopher Sandford,
the CIAC. A good friend of mine was on the
Woodstock Academy’s Head of School, local
basketball team during that time. From 1989sending towns provide 60 percent of the work1992 this team progressed from a 2-18 season
ing budget and represent about 85 percent
to both a 20-0 season in 1991 and 1992. In 1991
of the student population. This leaves 40
they lost in the state final to Thomaston High
percent of the money coming from approxiSchool. In 1992 they lost in the state quarmately 15 percent of the population. I’d argue
terfinals to Haddam-Killingworth. During
these numbers are even a bit skewed as many
all those years, four of the five starters were
of our private tuition students are not paylocal kids (Thompson, Brooklyn, Danielson,
ing the close to $45,000 tuition. Also many
and Plainfield) who endured the 2-18 season
of the athletic recruits, current and future,
to the exhilarating experience of nearly winwouldn’t be paying the $45,000 either.
ning the state title two years in a row. They
Mr. Sandford states that Woodstock
had multiple fan busses travel to games with
Academy would be devastated if we do not
community support despite having only 190
allow transfer students to play athletics. I
students. The following year, 1993, they had
would say he is correct; the “athletic transfer
five new starters — all transfers who won the
recruits” would go down in numbers. The
state title but with far less local support.
problem with this is that they are not the
Fast forward to 2003: Marianapolis joined
private tuition paying students which are
the Class D NEPSAC league. They won the
bringing in the approximately 40 percent of
title for this division in 2006. By 2008 and 2009
the working budget. I’d like to hear solid
they had been promoted to Class B, losing
numbers on this point but I would bet that
both years to Tilton School. Their key players were from Puerto Rico, Providence, Nova
the vast majority of the money is generated
Scotia, New Jersey, Boston, and two others
by our Chinese students.
from Rhode Island. There were two local kids
Another administrator has stated to me
on the team Ryan Lahone of Putnam and Ben
that “football and basketball are fixable, but
Vechi from Webster. If Woodstock Academy
the recruiting process is not”. The CIAC
moves to the NEPSAC we will not just lose
states that any transfer student entering in a
gymnastics, cheerleading and Unified Sports
year other than their freshman year, must sit
— what happened at Marianapolis Prep
out one year. If indeed the Chinese students
will happen in all our sports programs at
are providing the overwhelming amount of
Woodstock Academy if we go down the path
private money, would they stop coming if
we are headed.
they needed to sit out one season?
I implore the board to seriously consider
I posed the following question at the March
the above parallel to consider the consequenc20th meeting. How many of our private
es of the NEPSAC move. I and many others
tuition paying students play athletics? More
recognize your financial responsibilities and
importantly, if you subtract the prep basI ask that you work hard to keep as many of
ketball program, how many play varsity
the positive contributions our international
level sports? If we have about 130 private
students provide us — while doing so in the
paying students, subtract 30 prep basketball
CIAC.
students, you now have 100. Of the 100, how
many play varsity in any sport? I understand
Jeff Child lives in Woodstock and has three
we created a junior varsity boys basketball
children enrolled in the Woodstock school syslevel B team, which consisted almost entirely
tem.
of Chinese students. I also recognize that
some of that 100 played on the girls and boys
golf teams but very few of them competed in
varsity matches.

G
C

A point of view on guns
Like many Americans, I have
right to be free from fear” shtick
watched and listened to the nationstarted. It has no basis in reality
uest
al debate over gun violence since
on any level. As a parent, I’m wary
olumn
it clicked into high gear after the
of running with scissors, swimming
Parkland Florida shooting. Like many
pools, cars, skateboards, and a host
Doug
of my fellow citizens, I am concerned
of other things that could hurt or
about our country and the direction
kill my kids. Could guns kill them,
Cutler
that it is going. I am a father of five
too? Sure, but if we could wave a
children, the oldest of which is nearmagic wand and “poof,” make all the
ing her high school graduation while
guns in the entire world disappear
the youngest is finishing up kindergarten. It’s
in this instant, there would still be plenty to
quite an age spread, I know, and sometimes
worry about as a parent. What are we going
it’s a challenge to switch gears from being
to do? Ban everything else, too? Of course we
a daddy to a 5-year old and then in the next
wouldn’t, because that would infringe on peomoment be a father to a 17-year-old. It’s all
ple’s freedom…right?
worth it, however, because I love them and
“Semi-automatic assault weapons were
want the best for them.
designed to kill people”: I know this is going
In the current climate, we see parents takto make some people (on both sides) uncoming different sides and different positions
fortable, but isn’t that the point of virtually
on the issue. As a husband, father, and conevery firearm ever made? The very existence
cerned citizen, I would like to respectfully
of guns in this world is due to the necessity
present my point of view. To do that, I will
of having to kill something. Running away
address actual positions taken by guest colfrom that fact shows an unwillingness to face
umnists and letter writers who I disagree
reality. The pistol in your nightstand was
with, some of which have appeared in The
not designed to play music. The shotgun that
Villager:
former Vice President Biden says you should
“We need to ban guns because we have a
shoot through your front door isn’t there to
right to be free from fear”: While it sounds
make coffee. The semi-auto rifle in the gun
catchy, I’m not sure where the whole “the
Turn To CUTLER page A9
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Using life
insurance
to protect
your
business
Life insurance isn’t just
a tool to provide for loved
ones. It can also be an integral part of planning for a
small or family-owned business. If you own a business,
have you considered what
would happen to your company if you, your business
partner, or another essential
employee died unexpectedly? A succession plan that
includes life insurance can
help protect both your company and your family in the
event of a death. In certain
cases, life insurance can
even be used to provide a
financial boost to the policyholder’s business during his
or her lifetime.
Life insurance can help
protect a business’s assets
and provide immediate
access to capital when it
is most needed. Here are
some of the ways a wellthought-through insurance
plan could assist your firm.
Planning Well for your business may be just as important planning for yourself.
Covering your company’s
financial obligations
Many small businesses
have sizable bank loans and
the death of an owner may
jeopardize repayments until
the business stabilizes from
the shock of the loss. In production and repayments, the
absence of an owner critical
to the success of the business could result in significant loss of revenue.
A life insurance benefit
payment can be used to pay
off outstanding loans immediately while the company
regains its financial footing.
Facilitating a buy-sell
arrangement
If your company has multiple owners, it’s important to ensure that, in the
event of a partner’s death,
the other partner would
have the capital to buy out
a deceased partner’s family
if they so desired. In this
situation, partners should
get a formal appraisal of the
business’s value and consult
with lawyers to finalize a
buy-sell plan, agreeing on
the amount that each partner’s share will be worth in
the event of a buyout.
In the event of an owner’s death, the surviving
partner can use proceeds
from a life insurance policy to fund the purchase.
Businesses with two owners
can enter a “cross-purchase
plan,” in which each owner
serves as beneficiary for
the other partner’s policy.
When the surviving partner
receives the funds, he or she
can use them to purchase
the business share from the
deceased owner’s family. A
business with several owners can purchase life insurance for each owner, with
the proceeds earmarked for
purchasing the deceased’s
business interest.
Protecting against the loss
of an employee
Life insurance isn’t only
important for company
owners, but employees too.
If you have an executive or
salesperson who is directly
responsible for bringing in
a significant portion of your
company’s revenue, it may
be worth investing in a policy on that person, with benefit payments awarded to
the business in the event of
the employee’s death. This
type of insurance is often
known as “key person insurance.” If something where
to happen to an individual
whom without would hurt
the business itself, you may
need capital from the policy
to cover and ensure a year’s
worth of profitability.
Providing
immediate
access to capital
Most life insurance poli
Turn To
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Who remembers the LaRosa Macaroni plant
Several weeks ago I wrote
about the Irish in Northeastern
Connecticut. Mary Albro sent
the following, which she found
interesting especially since it
mentioned her great-grandmother. “My mother and uncle
came across an article from,
I think, from the Chronicle.
The date of the paper seems
to have been January 13, 1886.
It is an article about a mishap
my great grandmother, Ann
Casey, had before she married
her husband, Michael Noon.
Both of them were born in
Ireland.
“It
reads:
POMFRET
LANDING
WONDERFUL
ESCAPE!
“Miss Ann Casey had a
wonderful escape from being
burned to death. while assisting
her employer, Geo. E. Feeter,
in dressing poultry for market,
in stooping with her back to
the fire under a set-kettle her
dress was drawn in and set on
fire, and being a cotton fabric,
she was instantly enveloped
in flames. Her screams attracted the attention of Mr. Feeter,
whose opportune presence
saved her life. He, with great
presence of mind, in an instant
disrobed her of her flaming
garments, and in so doing
severely burned the inside of
both his hands, disabling him
in their use for awhile. Dr. E.
Hammond being near his gratuitous services in dressing the
burns were quite timely and
acceptable. Miss Casey providentially escaped without even
a burn on her person, her hair
not even being frizzed as she
had a shawl over her head. We
have not learned Mr Feeter’s
latest views on cremation.’ A

much different journalistic
style, as well.” -- Mary Albro
(Joyce Ann Noon Albro’s
daughter; email 3-18-18).
Periodically
Wayne
Magao donates historical
“treasures” to the Killingly
Historical Center. One of
the latest was a ledger of
the Crystal Water Company
which begins the end of 1908.
I’ll share a few of the names
that I’ve extracted in the
hopes that some of you might
see a relative. The following are
in consecutive order as they
appear in the ledger: Helen S.
Dowe, Marshall P. Dowe and
sister, Mrs. Cady Carpenter c/o
Charles Preston, W. K. Pike,
Thomas Bradford, Patrick
McBride, A. F. Wood, George N.
Potter Estate, William Young,
Joseph Lavally, J. Q. A. Stone,
Sprague House, S. D. Horton
& Co., Mrs. George W. Dexter,
James Dunn, William A.
Johnson, Henry Starkweather,
W. O. Jacobs, Fred Shumway,
Antoine Boulais, H. G. Mowry,
D. M. Day Estate, Jerome
Douty agent, Putnam, Herbert
C. Keach, Abner S. Young,
Dr. Fred Woodhead, Anne A.
Haswell, E. H. Jacobs Mfg. Co.,
E. L. Palmer, Jennie M. Call,
Jennie M. Bitgood, William A.
Johnson, Central Hotel Co.,
P. S. Humphrey, prop., Fred
Bitgood, E. Hutchins Estate,
Charles
Hutchins
agent,
William H. Marland, Mrs.
Charles H. Burroughs, Mrs.
Thomas M. Day, W. A. Burrows,
Willard Danielson, prop., Miss
Sarah M. Burlingame, William
Ingalls Estate, E R. Burlingame
Estate, Esther Jacobs, treasurer. There are many additional entries that I have yet to

BELLANCEAU

continued from page A1


to say.”
Bellanceau is originally from the area, but after
middle school she attended high school in New
Haven, then college in Maryland. When she moved
to Woodstock with her husband a year and a half
ago, she wanted more social connections in the area
outside of her work circle.
“This area is beautiful,” she said. “That’s part of
the reason that coming back after living in the city
was important. It really is a special place. I’m really
interested in outdoor activities as a runner. I love
that time outside. We love to hike and enjoy being in
nature.”
Participating in the pageant is a way for Bellanceau
to meet new people and get more involved with the
town. But it’s also a way for her to spread a message
that’s very important to her: Raising awareness for
kids and teens who are struggling with drug-addicted
parents.
With the opioid crisis taking over the country –
including Connecticut – she feels it’s time to talk
about the issue itself and the individuals impacted
by addiction.
“In many cases, addicts have kids. Being aware
of the needs of those kids, whether it’s a family
member or friend, the state just isn’t in a position
to support them all in the best ways. The more
regular people – concerned citizens – that support
these kids, contribute to long-term growth and
development,” she said. “They are more subject
to emotional and behavioral problems, struggle in

FOOTBALL

continued from page A1


pionship title, but also because of the way they conduct themselves in the face of adversity,” Flexer
said. “One of the most inspiring things about this
team is seeing how they rallied around their teammate Vasileios ‘V.P.’ Politis as he battled cancer; a
teammate who ultimately recovered and caught a
touchdown pass in the championship game. That’s
just one of the many examples of why this team is
so deserving of this recognition. I’m so grateful to
have the opportunity to honor them today at the
State Capitol in front of my legislative colleagues.”
“The Killingly football program was honored
today to be guests of Killingly Alum State Senator
Mae Flexer and to be recognized by her and the
State Senate for all of our accomplishments this
past season,” said Killingly coach Chad Neal said.
“We are also thankful to Representative Danny
Rovero and Killingly Alum State Senator Carlo
Leone for their recognition of our success.”
Following the recognition in the Senate Chamber,
the team toured the State Capitol building with
Sen. Flexer and Rep. Rovero. Individual citations
bestowed: Zach Caffrey for being named to the 2017
Walter Camp All Connecticut Second Team. Alex
Fontaine for being named to the Walter Camp All
Connecticut First Team.
Spencer Lockwood for being named Walter
Camp 2017 Player of the Year, as well as being
named to the Walter Camp All Connecticut First
Team.
Vasileios Politis for his incomparable strength
and bravery in the face of seemingly impossible challenges. Vasileios was diagnosed with
non-hodgkins lymphoma in March of last year and
returned for the 2017 football season after recovery. His national recognition as the Generation
UCAN Inspire Award Winner is only one example
that demonstrates how deeply he has inspired
those around him.
Head Coach Chad Neal for being named the 2017
Walter Camp Coach of the Year, as well as his
contributions to the Killingly community through
outstanding leadership. Coach Neal’s talent and
dedication resulted in a stunning undefeated 14-0
season for the Killingly High School football team,
and he has proven himself an invaluable community leader.

Killingly
at 300
MARGARET
WEAVER
copy but this provides a sample
and a glimpse of names from
Danielson’s past.
I
often
take
extracts
from back issues of the
Windham County Transcript.
Unfortunately it only goes to
1977. I decided to look in an old
SNET Telephone Book to see
what businesses were in this
area in the 1980’s. I chose the
Putnam, Danielson, Plainfield
1984-1985 one, which was part
of Celebrate Connecticut 350
years 1635-1985. The first category that I extracted businesses from was “Banks.” Notice
how many of the names have
changed and see how many you
recall from this area: Brooklyn
Savings Bank, 145 Main Street,
Danielson; Cargill Bank of
Connecticut, 249 Kennedy Drive
Putnam and Providence Street
Branch, Putnam; Citizens
National Bank, 182 Main
Street, Putnam with branches in North Grosvenordale
and Woodstock; Connecticut
Bank & Trust Company, with
offices in Danielson, Brooklyn
Shopping Center, Moosup
and Plainfield; Connecticut
National Bank, 211 Kennedy
Drive, Putnam; Danielson
Federal Savings & Loan Assn,
142 Main Street Danielson

and the Dayville Branch;
Independent Bank and Trust,
84 Main Street Danielson;
Jewett City Savings Bank,
Central Village and Brooklyn
branch; Putnam Savings
Bank 40 Main Street Putnam
and Pomfret office on Route
101.
How many of you recall the
LaRosa Macaroni plant on
Route 12 south of where Big Y
is presently located? Louise
Costello sent me an email
that there was a photo of the
building in the magazine put
out by the Connecticut Trust
for Historic Preservation.
Constructed about 1939/40
the building was designed by
industrial architect Leo F.
Caproni. The article noted
“many of Caproni’s works
reflect a Modernist sensibility, often typified by ribbon or
daylight windows and blocky
massing.”
I knew I had written something several years ago about
the factory so checked the back
issues of my column. The following is from February 19,
2016 and referred to a January
6, 1944 Windham County
Transcript and a help wanted ad at the LaRosa plant. “
Male and female workers
part and full time. Minimum
Wage Scale.
$26.00 for 48
hours week for women; $31.20
for 48 hour week for men.”
Can you imagine that small
weekly wage? Nevertheless
people made do and survived! A look in the Killingly
Business Encyclopedia by
Natalie Coolidge revealed
that LaRosa was attracted to
Killingly through the efforts of
the Connecticut Development

school, esteem issues... There’s been a huge influx of
kids entering foster care and 40 percent of the kids
landing in foster care are because of parents struggling with addiction and the state doesn’t have the
resources to support them.”
Despite having such a powerful message to share,
Bellanceau still faces a very common question: Why
are you doing this?
There’s a perception attached to pageants that she
feels are “kind of unfair.” And as she’s gotten more
involved, she’s learned that so many other women
in the area are also social activists, community
leaders, philanthropists... In fact, the current Mrs.
Connecticut runs a foundation to support kids with
developmental challenges.
“It’s really changed my perspective on who a pageant contestant is,” she said. “I’m just honored to be
considered in that group. I found them to be an elite
group of inspiring ladies.”
So why is there a swimsuit contest, the most controversial part of a pageant?
Many view it as sexist for many reasons, but
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Commission. “The new plant
on Dyer St., Danielson, is said
to be the largest macaroni
factory in the world. LaRosa
employs about 75 persons”
(taken from an October 1940
Transcript). Joe Chauvin reminisced about how the Boy
Scout troop he belonged to
when he was growing up went
for a tour of the LaRosa plant
and was treated to a spaghetti
meal afterwards (1/29/16). If
you have memories to share
about the LaRosa macaroni
factory, please email me or call
the Killingly Historical Center.
Volunteers wanted: Are you
an accurate typist? Would you
like to hone some office skills?
If so, the Killingly Historical
Center could be the perfect
fit for you. Any help would
be appreciated. To volunteer, please call the Killingly
Historical Center at (860) 7797250, email Director Elaine
Tenis at Elaine@killinglyhistorical.org. or stop in at the
Center.
Margaret
M.
Weaver
Killingly Municipal Historian,
March 2018. Special thanks to
Mary Albro and Louise Costello
for items mentioned in this
column. For additional information email me at margaretmweaver@gmail.com or visit
the Killingly Historical Center
Wed. or Sat. 10-4 or www.killinglyhistorical.org. or call (860)
779-7250. Like us at Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/killinglyhistoricalsociety.
Mail
for the Killingly Historical &
Genealogical Society, Inc. or
the Killingly Historical Center
should be sent to PO Box 265,
Danielson, Ct., 06329.

Bellanceau sees a change in the pageant scene. Many
pageants, including ones for teens, have steered away
from swimsuits altogether, and instead present themselves in athletic wear.
“It’s to show commitment to health and fitness,”
said Bellanceau. “It’s less about the swimsuit but
more showing health and fitness. It’s demonstrating
a lifestyle commitment.”
Despite the immense pressure, she is excited to see
who she will be competing with and she wants others
to know this is something they can do, too.
“I want to spread awareness that something like
this exists,” said Bellanceau. “Married ladies - I want
them to know that it’s something that’s accessible to
all different types of women. If you’re a person with
a message to share, this is something worth looking
into.”
Mrs. Connecticut pageant is scheduled for the evening of May 19 at Foxwoods.
Olivia Richman may be reached at (860) 928-1818,
ext. 112 or by e-mail at olivia@stonebridgepress.com
them.” How do we know this is what Jesus meant?
Shortly before Jesus is arrested, the bible also says he
tells his disciples to make sure they have swords for
their protection. When his disciples tell him they have
two swords among them, he replies, “It is enough.”
So, from now on, when you hear someone trot out the
words of Jesus on the subject of weapons, you will know
the rest of the story.
And finally: “The NRA is a terrorist organization”:
Look, we all realize emotions are raw after a tragedy.
No NRA member wants another Parkland, another
Las Vegas, or another Sandy Hook, because we love
our families and hate evil as much as anyone. We also
know that every time somebody kills with a gun, we’re
going to be the scapegoat for the anti-gun side. So while
no NRA member has committed any of these atrocities,
anti-gun forces are so emboldened right now that they
are calling the NRA a terrorist organization, calling
NRA members “murderers,” and openly advocating the
killing of gun owners like a candidate in Asheville, NC
did just a few days ago. Let this simmer for a while: if
the NRA and its members really were what the anti-gun
lobby says they are, there wouldn’t be an anti-gun lobby
anymore because terrorists kill to get their political or
religious message across. The fact is, gun owners tend
to be among the most law-abiding citizens anywhere
because we know our right to keep and bear arms
comes with great responsibility. We also know that the
people who hate the right we exercise (and in turn hate
us), will use every single opportunity to strip us of this
right, even though we’ve done nothing wrong.
Even when hammers kill more than rifles, it’s always
our rifle they go after.

safe isn’t intended to turn on your TV and change the
channel. Every single one was designed and made to
kill. Having said that, according to fbi.gov, every year
far more people are killed by someone’s fists or feet
than are killed by a rifle. That’s the cold, hard truth.
From 2012 through 2016, the FBI says the most people
killed in the entire country with a rifle of any kind
(including semi-autos) in any year was 374. In the same
timeframe, the least amount of people killed by hands
and feet was 656. Also according to fbi.gov, more people
are killed every year by blunt objects like hammers
than are killed by a rifle. So, in a country where more
people are killed by hammers than by rifles, the rifles
are deemed to be a menace that has to be banned. That
makes no sense.
“The framers of the Constitution only had primitive muskets in mind when they wrote the 2nd
Amendment”: Aside from the obvious retort that the
framers could have never envisioned computers, satellites, cell phones, and the internet, either, it is historically false that the framers only had muskets in mind
when they wrote the Bill of Rights. The first patent
applied for a “machine gun” was in 1718, seventy-one
years before the Constitution was written. Samuel
Colt’s revolver debuted in 1836. The Spencer Repeating
rifle was extremely popular during and after the Civil
War. The Mannlicher semi-auto rifle was designed and
made in 1885. One of the most successful and popular
semi-auto pistol designs of all time was the 1911, made
in…you guessed it (although its design dates to the
1890s). History shows that the framers knew exactly
Doug Cutler lives in Putnam
what they were doing when they wrote the Bill of
Rights. Firearms had developed a fair amount
within their own lifetimes and it’s a safe bet to
say they understood firearms development would
continue into the future. Semi-automatic and
repeating firearms have been in common use by
gun owners since long before the oldest person
alive today was born. Even the much maligned
AR15 has been around long enough to be eligible
for Social Security. This is old technology, not a
new boogeyman.
Choice Of Entity Is Important
tax purposes. Consequently, business
“Jesus said, ‘Those that live by the sword, die
income, expenses, and deductions are
When opening the doors of a business,
by the sword.’”: We all know the story about
reported on the owner’s individual tax
it is important to consider how to be
Judas betraying Jesus in the garden with a kiss,
return.
legally structured. If you are a sole
and when soldiers moved in to arrest him, the
HINT: A single business owner that
owner and you do not set up a legal
Apostle Peter drew his sword and cut off the ear
does nothing to legally set up their
entity, you are considered to be a
of one of the men sent to detain Jesus. Jesus told
business will be considered to be a sole
“sole proprietorship.” Owners of
Peter to put his sword back in its sheath and that
proprietorship.
sole proprietorships are personally
“those that live by the sword die by the sword.”
Choice of entity is particularly
responsible
for
all
business
debts
Some people like to toss this nugget out in disimportant in light of the new Tax Cut
and liabilities, while limited liability
cussions about guns. There’s no denying that
and Jobs Act that became effective on
companies (LLC) and corporations
Jesus said it. The problem with using this quote
January 1, 2018.
usually shield their owners’ assets from
to somehow insinuate that Jesus was critical of
If you have questions about this or any
such debts and liability risks. Unlike a
owning weapons is that the bible clearly shows
other legal matter, please call
corporation or an LLC that elects to be
the comment wasn’t directed at his disciple, but
BORNER, SMITH, ALEMAN,
taxed as a corporation, a sole proprietor
to the government agents standing there…and
HERZOG and CERRONE, LLC.
and his or her business are considered
their bosses who sent them. Essentially, Jesus
We are located at
to be one and the same legal entity for
was saying to Peter and everybody present “those
155 Providence St., Putnam.
guys make their living by enslaving and killing
innocent people, they will get what’s coming to
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Lee Irish Dance troupe at Putnam Public Library
PUTNAM — The Lee Irish Dance troupe performed last Saturday, March 17, in the community room of the Putnam Public Library. The troupe was founded by Carla
Savoie, who trains dancers in her studio in Charlton, Mass. Savoie, along with her daughter, Jillian, instruct aspiring dancers ranging in age from 5 to 17.

Charlie Lentz photos

A standing-room only crowd at Putnam Public Library’s Community Room were treated to a performance of Lee Irish
Dance on St. Patrick’s Day last Saturday, March 17.

We want your
pet pictures!
Funny or cute, send them to us
and we’ll put them in the Villager!

brenda@villagernewspapers.com

(Include your name and your pet’s name and what town you’re from)
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Jane Wallor Collins wildlife and farms
POMFRET — The beauty of the Quiet Corner’s wildlife and farms are highlighted in Jane Wallor Collin’s oil paintings currently hanging around the Vanilla Bean
Cafe. Flowers, gardens, landscapes and farms in oil and watercolor showcase her love of “all things rural.”
Olivia Richman photos
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Courtney praises omnibus spending measure
Crisis: The funding bill includes
approximately $4 billion in new investments in substance abuse treatment,
prevention and law enforcement with a
new focus on the states like Connecticut
that have the highest mortality rates
when awarding federal grants.
Community Health Center Funding
Increase: This bill includes an increase
of $135 million for Community Health
Center-based mental health and substance abuse services.
Investments
in
Workforce
Development and Training Programs:
The bill includes $145 million for
apprenticeship grants, a $50 million
increase in this commitment to programs originally authorized by the
Fitzgerald Act of 1937. The bill also
supports $2.8 billion in workforce development authorized by the bipartisan
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity
Act (WIOA), an $80 million overall
increase to programs that have seen
measurable, sustained success in eastern Connecticut. Additionally, the bill
increases Job Corps funding by $15 million to a total of $1.7 billion.
Support for Homeless Veterans: This
bill includes $40 million for new vouchers in the HUD-VA Supportive Housing
program that combines rental assistance and comprehensive case management for veterans.
Increasing
Investments
in
Infrastructure: The bill signals a strong
federal investment in infrastructure projects by tripling the TIGER
Grant Program from $500 million to
$1.5 billion. Recently, this program has
been used to help fund improvements
along the New England Central Rail
freight line across eastern Connecticut.
Further, the bill provides a total of $1.98
billion for road and bridge projects eligible under the Surface Transportation
Block Grant Program.
Support for Long Island Sound and
Aquaculture: The bill increased funding for the EPA’s critical Long Island
Sound Program by 50% for a total of
$12 million. This program is used to
combat acidification and water quality
issues in Long Island Sound, as well as
improve shoreline and estuary resiliency. In addition, the bill provides a
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Murphy joins March for Our Lives
HARTFORD — U.S. Senator Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) released a statement on
Saturday, March 24, in support of the ‘March For Our Lives’ movements organized
across Connecticut.
“Ninety people in this country die every single day from gun violence – a rate
higher than any other industrialized nation in the world. Most politicians only
pay attention when the mass tragedies happen, like Sandy Hook and Parkland, but
the gun violence epidemic doesn’t take a day off. For kids in places like Hartford,
Bridgeport, and New Haven, they live it every day. This is a uniquely American
problem, and it’s not because we have more mental illness in this country – we
don’t. It’s not because our schools are less secure – they’re not. It’s not because we
spend less money on law enforcement – we don’t. It’s because it’s incredibly easy
for dangerous people to get dangerous weapons, and because Congress refuses to do
anything about it.
“Thank you to everyone who’s speaking out and marching today. Whether you
support universal background checks, banning certain types of weapons, or want
to have a conversation about how to address social isolation – or all that and more
– there’s a place for you in this discussion. Stick with it because it’s going to be
advocates like you who lead the way. I’ll be here to partner with you in any way
that I can.”
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munities like Norwich and Windham.
In addition, the bill increases Magnet
Schools funding to $400 million--the
first increase this program has seen in
years.
Support for Student Loan Borrowers:
The bill reaffirms the federal government’s commitment to Public Service
Loan Forgiveness (PSLF), providing
$350 million to address eligibility concerns for the program. The bill also
directs the secretary to conduct outreach to borrowers who may be eligible
for PSLF. Additionally, the bill increases the maximum Pell Grant award by
$175, to $6,095 for the new school year
and increases funding for Federal WorkStudy and Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant Programs--both slated for cuts in the President’s Budget
and the Republican Higher Education
Act rewrite in the House.
Invests in affordable housing development: The bill includes a 12.5 percent
increase in Connecticut’s Low-Income
Housing Tax Credit allocation for four
years, a vital component of new and
rehabilitated affordable housing developments. The bill also increases the
number of families eligible for units in
Housing Credit-funded projects.

s

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR • POWER WASHING
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PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
MOWING • GUTTER CLEANING • SNOW REMOVAL

$3 million increase for a total of $76.5
billion for Sea Grant--a program that
Congressman Courtney has championed.
Community Development Block
Grants Increase: The bill provides $3.3
billion for the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), a $400 million
increase to this vital program that supports locally-driven activities including
housing rehabilitation, infrastructure
improvements, and community development. Since 2016, Courtney has highlighted the availability of this funding for repairs and testing on homes
with crumbling foundations through
the CDBG program, which funds
Connecticut’s Small Cities grants.
Increasing
Support
for
K-12
Education Programs: The bill makes
major investments in K-12 education
programs, including providing a massive $700 million increase to $1.1 billion
for the Student Support and Academic
Enrichment Grant Program--funding
that provides schools with the flexibility to create well-rounded curricula
for their students. The bill also provides $1.2 billion in funding for the
21st Century Community Learning
Centers. This program provides afterschool programming in high-need com-

B

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congressman
Joe Courtney (Conn — Second district)
applauded the bipartisan passage of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act on
March 22, an omnibus spending measure that funds the federal government
for the remainder of FY2018, by a vote
of 256 to 167.
“This bill marks the end of a yearlong process to secure a bipartisan deal
to fund the federal government, and end
the persistent threat of looming government shutdowns,” said Courtney. “This
deal is great news for both Connecticut’s
defense industry and our overall economy. The bill contains strong support for
all of Connecticut’s defense manufacturing priorities, including my amendment to authorize the Navy to sign an
agreement with Electric Boat and its
partners to build up to 13 Virginia-class
submarines under the next block contract. This will help meet urgent national security needs and further expand
on the growing impact that submarine
construction is having in our state.
“The agreement also includes large
investments in public education and
contains funding to combat the opioid
crisis, support community health centers, and veterans. I am very pleased
that this bill rejected many of the ideological riders and harmful cuts proposed by the Trump administration. I
hope this bill will now serve as a model
for bipartisan compromise going forward, particularly as we begin the budget process for FY 2019 in a few short
weeks.”
Some of the highlights of the bill
include:
Strong support for Connecticut’s
Defense Sector: The agreement supports the construction of two Virginia
class submarines in 2018 and includes
the Courtney Amendment adopted in
the House defense bill earlier this year
that allows the Navy to build up to 13
new attack submarines in the next five
years where industrial base capacity
exists. The measure also fully funds the
Columbia class submarine, 90 F-35s,
and a range of shipbuilding, aircraft
and helicopter programs important to
the state.
Investments to Combat the Opioid

From design assistance to
customized execution, we
offer years of experienced
professional service.
Pick-up and delivery available.
860-990-2249
woodstockupholstery@charter.net
www.woodstockupholstery.com

BABY CHICKS & DUCKS
ARRIVING WEEKLY!
Over 30 breeds to
choose from!

Brooklyn
Grains
& Feeds

Hay
StrawShavings
Koop Clean

Local Honey,
Soaps,
Maple Syrup

Hardware Electrical Plumbing Supplies
Stove Pipe, Black & Galvanized

245 Providence Rd (Rte.6) Brooklyn
860.774.PETS or 860.774.7387
Mon - Fri 8:30-7 • Sat 8-6 & Sun 9-5

ProActive
Computer Services
Automatic
Delivery
Residential &
Business
REFER A FRIEND & YOU BOTH SAVE!!
Call our office for details and see how
you can earn $50 off your next delivery
& $50 off for you referred friend!
(*Some restrictions apply)

Call Today!

Let’s create a SHOWPLACE of your own, TOGETHER!

• Energy Saving Windows & Doors
• Interior Doors
• Eco Batt Insulation
• Hardware, Tools, & Accessories

• Composite Decking, Railing
• Lumber & Plywood
• Cabinetry & Countertops
• Fasteners

189 Eastford Rd. • Eastford, CT 06242
ph: 860-974-1924 • fax: 860-974-0099 • eastfordbuildingsupply.com
Hours: M-F • 7am-5pm • Sat • 8am-12pm

Since 2005, Courteous, Fast, Efficient,
and Professional with Weekend
appointments Unbeatable Service
Call rates ($48) hourly!

At your home or business.
Call anytime day or evenings
Appointments are available 7 days
Fully equipped mobile computer service.
All major credit cards accepted
860-821-0580 • 401-647-7702
proactivecs@yahoo.com
proactivecomputerservices.com

Killingly Villager									

Friday, March 30, 2018

• A13

Murphy says funds needed to aid Puerto Rico

they asked me to learn some
songs. We formed a band and
I became the bass player.

BAND

continued from page A1


had never sung in a band
before. I was really nervous.
It was a house in the middle of nowhere. But I went in
being really, really nervous.
I couldn’t breathe... But the
guys were great. By the end
we felt very comfortable and
we have had so much fun over
the last couple of years.
You guys practiced for
years, not even performing
once. Why is that?
Audet - We just didn’t feel
ready. I was a new drummer.
Kris was a new bass player.
Bob was a new lead guitarist.
What made you decide to
finally come out and perform?
Audet - We now have 20
songs. We’ve been
talking
about
playing in front of
friends and family
for a long time. So
here we are.”
How
feel?

do

on the island to secure comprehensive aid for Puerto
Ricans. Earlier this month, Murphy and Blumenthal
announced federal funding to help schools, school districts, and institutions of higher education – including
those in Connecticut – meet the educational needs of
students who were displaced by the hurricane.
“I saw the devastation in Puerto Rico with my own
eyes – homes are ruined and some people still don’t
have clean drinking water. The recovery process is
underway and improvements have been made, but
a serious lack of coordination between federal agencies caused abysmal delays in getting Puerto Rican
families the assistance they need. Communities in
Connecticut have welcomed families fleeing Puerto
Rico with open arms, but our school systems and
our local social service organizations need support,”
Murphy said.
“People in Connecticut who have friends and family
in Puerto Rico tell me that devastation on the island
was made worse by decades of Washington’s neglect.
Without access to the same health care reimbursement and the same infrastructure funding and educa-

How do you like playing
in a band with your son?
Bob Sortwell - Anything to
do with my son is excellent.
We hang out all the time.
What got you into singing again?
Fantasia - After I got out
of school I stopped singing.
After I turned 20 I stopped for
a while. I just couldn’t not do
it anymore. It was harder to
not do it than to face the fear
of doing it.
What had stopped you?
And what drew you into it
again?
Fantasia - I just felt like I
had started to live adult life,

tion dollars as other states, Puerto Rico starts every
race fifty feet back from the rest of America. It’s time
for this mistreatment to end.”
Immediately following Hurricanes Maria and Irma,
Murphy called on Senate leaders to work with Puerto
Rico Governor Ricardo Roselló to formulate and pass
an emergency bill to rebuild Puerto Rico and restore
stability to the island. Murphy has held several meetings with the Puerto Rican community in Connecticut
to receive feedback on federal relief efforts. He has
demanded that Congress give Puerto Rico and its
residents the equal political and economic status they
deserve, and he has called into question why – after
the help of experienced electric companies was denied
– companies with little experience received large federal contracts. He also urged the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to extend Transitional Shelter
Assistance for families in Connecticut displaced from
their homes in the wake of Hurricanes Maria and
Irma.

with work and bills, but I was
doing nothing creatively. If
you’re not honoring your creativity, there’s this unhappiness in you, something is
missing. I just needed to create and be creative. This was
my outlet.
What do you like about
being in a band?
Kris Sortwell - It’s about
having fun. Bringing friends
together. Have a couple
friends, laugh. Not take life
too seriously, at least for one
evening.
Bob Sortwell - It’s relaxing.
It just makes me feel good. I’ve
always loved music, whether
I’m playing it or just listening
to it.
Fantasia - I love that we
all want to do a really good
job, but we’re not afraid to

2Drink Minimum had their first ever performance after years of practicing.

have fun and tease each other.
The dynamic is like family.
We can pick on each other,
but nobody else can pick on
us!It’s so light-hearted and
fun. We’re all learning and
growing together. This is
our first time in one way or
another. Everybody is doing

you

Audet - I feel
great. No pressure.
It’s really just a
friends and family
get together and
we’re practicing.”
Kris
Sortwell
- “Nervous, but
excited.
We’ve
always just been a
‘for fun’ band. And
we still are. But
Rich opened his
new business, and
we felt we should
play in front of
some friends and
have some fun
with it.”

DINING and
ENTERTAINMENT
Your Best Source for Dining
and Entertainment

===

Open 7 days lunch & dinner

===

Prime Rib & Sirloin Steak Dinners
Thursdays 5-8pm

Rich,
what
made you decide
to
play
the
drums?
Audet - I love
music. But I always
felt I had a pretty
good rhythm. I’d
always play the
bongos and things
like that.”
And Kris, why
the bass?
Kris Sortwell I’ve been playing
the bass since I was
12 years old. I grew
up playing the bass
because my dad
played in a bunch
of local bands
when I was a kid
as a bass player. He
ended up teaching
me. That was how
we kind of hung
out together. We’d
play all the time.
And Bob, now
that Kris took
over the bass,
what is your role
in the band?
Bob
Sortwell,
guitar,
East
Killingly – The
guitar. It’s new for
me. I love it. I’ve
always wanted to
play guitar.
Then why did
you play the bass?
Bob Sortwell - I
originally started
with guitar. But I
had purchased a
bass just so I could
record and play
over it. I knew
someone
who
played guitar and

2168 Putnam Pike (Rt. 44)
Chepachet, RI 02859 • 401-568-4102

===

Roadhouse Blues Jam EVERY Sunday 3-7

PHO
REAL
Vietnamese Cuisine

7 Grove Street, Putnam CT 06260
860-963-2288
Open 11am-8pm
Closed Wednesdays
Cook needed
with Asian food experience.
Servers needed
Call 508.353.1418

Food
& Fun

================================

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Six months after Hurricane
Maria made landfall in Puerto Rico, U.S. Senator
Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) – a member of the U.S. Senate
Appropriations Committee – released a statement on
March 20 urging Congress to appropriate additional
funding to help the island rebuild and recover from
the $100 billion in damage caused by Hurricane Maria
and to help communities, like those in Connecticut,
that have taken in families who fled from the island.
Congress has appropriated tens of billions of dollars in
aid to Puerto Rico, but much of it still has yet to reach
those who need it most urgently. Hurricane Maria
destroyed roughly 75,000 homes and caused damage to
an additional 300,000 homes. Tens of thousands of residents are still waiting for permanent shelter, water,
or power. Thousands of Puerto Rican families fled to
Connecticut in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria.
More than 275,000 Puerto Ricans live in Connecticut,
making up about 8 percent of the state’s population. Murphy and U.S. Senator Richard Blumenthal
(D-Conn.) traveled to Puerto Rico earlier this year to
build firsthand evidence of the ongoing devastation

something for the first time as
an adult, which is awesome.
You’re never too old to do
what you love.
Olivia Richman may be
reached at (860) 928-1818, ext.
112 or by e-mail at olivia@
stonebridgepress.com

FRIDAY MARCH 30

LISA MARIE & FRIENDS
SATURDAY MARCH 31

ROC-KIN-ON
UPCOMING:
FRIDAY, APRIL 6

SUN GUN

SATURDAY, APRIL 7

VANISHING BREED
THURSDAY NIGHTS FEATURE PRIME RIB
OR SIRLOIN STEAK DINNERS 5-8PM
WISE GUYS TRIVIA AT 8-10PM
WHERE EVEN THE LOSERS WIN!

Legendary Good Times
Since 1810

The best bar
in Putnam
with great food!
March 30: Dance Contest @ 9:00pm
Cash prizes with DJ Scully
March 31: Country Mill Band @ 9:00pm
April 7: Desk Pop $5 Cover Show @ 9:00pm
April 13: Friday the 13th Halloween in April!
Best costume contest w/ cash and other prizes!
No cover! Show starts @ 9:30 pm.
Pool Tables

&

Full Menu

Every Thursday is FREE pool

9 Grove St., Putnam CT
(860) 963-2097
For advertising information please call Brenda at (860) 928-1818
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Female artists show at Silver Circle Gallery
PUTNAM — Silver Circle Art Gallery’s newest exhibit. Photography, ceramics, paintings, drawings – nothing is off limits for the talented female artists that have
enveloped the room with their impactful and meaningful work. There’s Olivia Batastini-Pallister’s work, focused on breaking stigmas and exposing often untold narratives. Dolores Ma’s ceramics are inspired by her Pomfret School teacher Kathi Yokum. Leslie Rosario-Olivo’s multimedia sheds a light on female anger and the way
society views it. And then there’s Alexsa Jack’s self-portraits, a timeline of strong black women throughout history.
“I started this because as a black young female, I’m continually directly and indirectly told that my voice should be altered or that my feelings are invalid. I wanted
to show that through all their adversities, these women are strong and still standing,” said Jack.
Olivia Richman photos

Contact Brenda Today,

860-928-1818
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Project Graduation at Tourtellotte
THOMPSON – Tourtellotte Memorial High School’s Project Graduation parents
put together a high-end craft fair on Saturday, March 24 to help raise money for the
students’ two-day surprise trip after graduation. The tradition is to provide a drug
and alcohol-free celebration for the graduates.

Olivia Richman photos

Paula Henry makes candy. “It’s a fun hobby,” she said.

Donna and Hayward Landry had a table displaying their homemade dog treats.

Jewelry was a huge hit at the craft fair.

Charlene Langlois and Kathy Pellerin at the craft fair.

This is Lauryn Langlois’ first time vending
at a fair. A teacher at the Thompson Middle
School, Langlois had many of the current
senior class in her classroom not too many
years ago.

Kelsey Egan

430 Main St., Oxford, MA

When Patricia Savulas’ husband bought her a kiln she decided to teach herself how to make
Tommy Moore with wife Carol and son George
glass jewelry

8x7-9x7 Steel
2 Sided Insulated Garage Door

HORTON FURNITURE

BEDDING SALE

Twin Set $149 Full Set $199
Queen Set $249
Extra Firm

5-Year
Warranty

Shop Horton
Your Local Discount Mattress & Furniture Store

53 Schofield Ave. Route 12, Dudley, MA

508.943.0234
hortonfurniture.com

OPEN

Mon, Tues,
Wed, Sat 9-5
Thurs & Fri
9-6

“Every Town Deserves
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com

We repair all makes and models of
Garage Doors and
Electronic Openers • Broken Springs
Replacement Sections • Broken Cable
Remote problems

Dine local,
Shop local…
Advertise local.
Brenda Pontbriand Sales Executive
Villager Newspapers• 860-928-1818x119
brenda@villagernewspapers.com

r-value 9.65 Inc, standard hardware & track,
8 color & 3 panel design options

610

$

INCLUDES
INSTALLATION

Liftmaster 1/2 hp Chain Drive
7 ft. Opener

310

$

INCLUDES
INSTALLATION

Price matching available on all written quotes

Sales • Service • Installation

800-605-9030 508-987-8600
Visa/Master Card Accepted

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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Pets On
PARADE

“Did I just hear a cheese wrapper?” Pretty Molly lives with her humans Bruce and Linda
LaBelle of Woodstock.

“I swear I don’t what happened Mom. The Cool Whip just exploded when I walked by it!”
Luna is adored by Kim Paquette Powell and her daughter Lana of Woodstock.

“Nothing to see here human.” McDuff and
Hailee looking incredibly guilty. They are
adored by Becky Varner of Putnam.
“Well it’s not going to throw itself people!”
Zac waiting for a fetch partner in Putnam
where he lives with his Mommy Lena and his
Daddy Chris Cournoyer.

“You threw it, you fetch it.” Ginger isn’t moving from her comfy
bed anytime soon. She is loved
by her mommy Hannah Jenson
Paquette in Putnam.

King Louie, aka “Lou Dude” is all dressed
up for his date with the cute Persian down
the street. He is loved by Heidi and Scott
Clifford of Danielson.

Foxy the queen oversees the goings on of her loving humans Rosie and
Glenn Burke of Putnam.

Anything you can do, I can do 10 times faster!” Spencer was rescued and is loved by Beckie Varner of
Putnam.

Now Open!

Northeast Connecticut’s Premier Pet Grooming Salon

We proudly offer
a 10% discount
for all veterans, active
military and seniors

As one of the top 10 groomers in the country, Phillip is a
member of Groom Team USA* 2018.
We welcome you to our new state of the art grooming
salon where we offer the latest in styling trends in a total
pet pampering experience! With over 20 years in the pet
styling industry Philip has won multiple BIS’s and national
recognition for his grooming expertise.
Call today to set up an appointment for your beloved furry
family member! Specializing in dogs, cats, guinea pigs,
rabbits, birds, etc

Philip Schafmayer, NCMG
(Nationally Certified Master Groomer)

Call for your appointment today!

860-412-9064

535 Main Street ~ Danielson, CT

“Everybody sing! Sweet Caroline bum ,bum, bum! Can you tell my mom’s a
Red Sox fan?” Sweet Caroline lives with her loving mom Rosemary Young
of Woodstock.

Doggie Styles Done Curbside
Nobody likes a dirty dog!

Kim Gaboury
Owner/Head Groomer
Mobile Grooming Trailer

860-234-3070

only1ruger.kg@gmail.com
Taking appointments for April
Call for availability and pricing
Best curbside prices and services!

To Advertise on this page
Call Brenda 860.928.1818 x119
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Murphy favors funding for addiction programs
WASHINGTON, D.C.
— U.S. Senator Chris
Murphy (D-Conn.), co-author of the bipartisan
Mental Health Reform
Act signed into law in
2016, released a statement
on Thursday on the FY18
Omnibus Appropriations
bill, which includes federal funding for mental
health and addiction
programs in Murphy’s
Mental Health Reform
Act.
As a member of the U.S.
Senate Appropriations
and Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions
Committees, Murphy has
worked to fully fund the
improvements passed as
part of his Mental Health
Reform Act. Of the federal funding allocated for
mental health programs,
$25 million will be used
to fund four new mental health programs –
Pediatric Mental Health
Access teams, Infant
and Early Childhood
Mental Health, Assertive
Community Treatment

for Individuals with
Serious Mental Illness,
and
Screening
and
Treatment for Maternal
Depression – authorized
by Murphy’s Mental
Health Reform Act.
These new federal programs are either based
on successful programs
in Connecticut or developed because of feedback
that Murphy received
at roundtables and listening sessions across
Connecticut.
“With
this
bill,
Congress is finally providing the funding for the
programs and initiatives
we included in the Mental
Health Reform Act. This
is a huge deal, and it will
save lives,” said Murphy.
“Everyone has a family
member, friend or neighbor whose life has been
turned upside down by
mental illness or addiction. These issues affect
us all in some way. After
more than a dozen listening sessions across
Connecticut, I wrote the

bipartisan Mental Health
Reform Act to make sure
people could find and
afford the help that they
or their loved ones need.”
Murphy
successfully pushed for mental
health
programs
to
be funded in the FY18
Omnibus Appropriations
bill. Highlights include:
$723 million for the
Community
Mental
Health Block Grant –
This funding goes to state
agencies, such as the
Connecticut Department
of Mental Health and
Addiction Services, to
support
community
mental health services.
$10 million for Pediatric
Mental Health Access
teams – This new funding will support pediatric
mental health care telehealth access programs,
such as ACCESS Mental
Health in Connecticut,
which provides free,
timely consultative services for pediatricians
and family providers
seeking assistance in

providing
behavioral
health care to children
and adolescents. $5 million for Infant and Early
Childhood Mental Health
– This new funding will
support intensive early
intervention for infants
and young children who
are at risk of developing
or are showing signs of
mental illness. $5 million
for Assertive Community
Treatment
for
Individuals with Serious
Mental Illness – This new
funding will assist states
and local governments
in establishing Assertive
community Treatment
programs (ACT). ACT is
a team-based treatment
model that provides
multidisciplinary, flexible treatment and support to people with mental illness 24/7. $5 million for Screening and
Treatment for Maternal
Depression – This funding will help states establish or improve programs
to train professionals to
screen, assess, and treat

for maternal depression
in women who are pregnant or who have given
birth within the preceding 12 months. $50 million for integration funding – The funding will
help states promote integration between primary
and behavioral health
care for individuals with
mental illness along with
co-occurring physical
health conditions. $75
million for Behavioral
Health Workforce and
Training – This funding
will expand the mental
health and substance
abuse workforce, including master’s level social
workers, psychologists,
counselors, marriage and
family therapists, psychiatric mental health nurse
practitioners, occupational therapists, psychology doctoral interns, and
behavioral health paraprofessionals.
Nearly
$37 million for Mental
and Behavioral Health
Education Training –
This funding will be used

to recruit and train professionals and faculty in
the fields of social work,
psychology, psychiatry,
marriage and family
therapy, substance abuse
prevention and treatment, and other areas
of mental and behavioral health. $7.2 million
for National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline program – This funding supports a national network
of local crisis centers
that provides free and
confidential emotional
support to people in suicidal crisis or emotional
distress 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. $1.86 billion for the Substance
Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Block Grant
– This funding goes to
state agencies to plan,
implement, and evaluate activities that prevent and treat substance
abuse and promote public health.

Murphy behind bill for Connectict Childrens Medical Center
WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Senators Chris Murphy
(D-Conn.) and Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) have
joined U.S. Senators Bob Casey (D-Pa.) and Johnny
Isakson (R-Ga.) in introducing the Children’s Hospital
Graduate Medical Education Support Reauthorization
Act to ensure that children’s hospitals have the support they need to provide adequate medical education
and training for pediatricians and other residents.
Specifically, this bipartisan legislation would reauthorize funding for the Children’s Hospitals Graduate
Medical Education (CHGME) program. This program provides funding to over 50 children’s hospitals
around the country, including Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center in Hartford.
“Children and families all across the country
will benefit from this program,” said Murphy and
Blumenthal. “It should be a no-brainer that we train
more pediatricians and improve quality of care at
children’s hospitals around the nation. This is the
best investment we can make in institutions like

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center and in keeping our kids healthy.”
“Connecticut Children’s is the academic home for
the Department of Pediatrics at the University of
Connecticut School of Medicine and we serve as
the principal training site for the university’s pediatric residency program, the pediatric fellowship
programs, and medical student pediatric education.
We enroll 63 pediatric residents at any given time,”
said James E. Shmerling, DHA, FACHE, President
and CEO of Connecticut Children’s Medical Center.
“We are grateful for Senator Murphy and Senator
Blumenthal’s leadership and longstanding support
for CHGME. America’s children rely on the training
provided by hospitals like ours that receive CHGME
funds because a robust pediatric workforce is essential to ensuring that all children can access high-quality medical care.”
For over a decade, the CHGME program has provided children’s teaching hospitals with federal support

Public Meetings

Police Logs
Editor’s note: The information contained in these police
logs was obtained through
either press releases or public documents kept by the
Putnam Police Department
or Connecticut State Police
Troop D and is considered the
account of the police. All subjects are considered innocent
until proven guilty in a court
of law. If a case is dismissed
in court or the party is found
to be innocent, The Villager,
with proper documentation,
will update the log at the
request of the party.

TROOP D LOG
KILLINGLY
Sunday, March 18
James L. Lawton, 71, of 110
Franklin Street, Killingly,
was charged with disorderly
conduct
WOODSTOCK
Thursday, March 22
Derek Jette, 37, of 81
Underwood Road, Woodstock,
was charged with larceny
(first degree)

PUTNAM POLICE
DEPARTMENT
Monday, March 19
Paula Long, 55, of 403
School St. Putnam, was
charged with Disorderly
Conduct, Interfering with
Police Officer
Tuesday, March 20
Melissa Martin, 34, of 75
Van Den Noort St. Putnam,
was charged with Possession
of Less The one-half ounce
of Marijuana, Possession of
Drug Paraphernalia

Ryan Kupstas, 26, of 85
David Circle Putnam, was
charged with Possession of
Marijuana, Possession of
Drug Paraphernalia
Wednesday, March 21
Andrew Varner, 27, of
47 Mill St. Putnam, was
charged with Failure to
Illuminate Plate, Failure to
Carry License
Thursday, March 22
Lisa Fenton, 59, of 15
Mohegan St. Putnam, was
charged with Failure to
Obey Control Signal
Keith Hardell, 47, of
6 Meadow Brook Dr.
Brooklyn, was charged with
Failure to Obey Control
Signal, Operating Under
Suspension
Frederick Riley, 57, of
41 Pleasant View Drive,
Dayville, was charged with
Failure to Obey Control
Signal
Saturday, March 24
Shaun Hughes, 33, of 29
Van Den Noort St. Putnam,
was charged with Operating
an Unregistered motor vehicle.
Monday, March 26
Davis Hamrick, 25, 1425
Route 171 Woodstock, was
charged with Operating
Under
the
Influence,
Violation of a Control Signal
Tuesday, March 27
Jade Walker, 21, of 58
Woodstock Ave. Putnam,
was charged with Failure to
Display Plate, Operating an
Unregistered Motor Vehicle,
Insufficient
Insurance,
Defective Windshield

“Every Town Deserves
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com

for job training for physicians who care for children.
The program was first enacted by Congress in 1999
with bipartisan support, and has been reauthorized
three times since then, each time with broad bipartisan support. Before the CHGME program was created,
the number of residents who trained in freestanding
children’s hospitals declined by over 13 percent. The
CHGME program has reversed that trend, and today
these hospitals train approximately half of all pediatricians.
In addition to Murphy, Blumenthal, Casey, and
Isakson, U.S. Senators Pat Roberts (R-Kan.), Jack
Reed (D-R.I.), John Cornyn (R-Texas), Sherrod Brown
(D-Ohio), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), Roy Blunt
(R-Mo.), Rob Portman (R-Ohio), Elizabeth Warren
(D-Mass.) and David Perdue (R-Ga.) are cosponsors of
this legislation.

BROOKLYN
Monday, April 2
Ethics Commission, 8 p.m., Town Hall
Conservation Commission, 7:30 p.m., Clifford
B. Green Memorial Center
Tuesday, April 3
Economic Development Committee, 4 p.m.,
Town Hall
Wednesday, April 4
PZC, 6:30 p.m., Clifford B. Green Memorial
Room

KILLINGLY
Monday, April 2
Aquifer Protection Agency, 7 p.m., Town Hall
IWWC, 7:30 p.m., Town hall
Tuesday, April 3
Special Town Council, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Wednesday, April 4
Permanent Building Commission, 7 p.m., Town
Hall
KCG, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Thursday, April 5
KBA, 7:45 a.m., Town hall

PUTNAM
Monday, April 2
Special Joint Board of Selectmen, P&Z
Commission, 6 p.m., Town Hall
Board of Selectmen, 8 p.m., Town Hall
Special Services District Budget Consideration,
8 p.m., Town Hall
Tuesday, April 3
Commission on Aging, 7 p.m., Ella Grasso
Gardens
Special Joint Board of Selectmen & Facilities
Study Group, 6 p.m., Town Hall

THOMPSON
Monday, April 2

Special Board of Education, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall
Quinebaug Fire Department, 7 p.m., Quinebaug
Fire Station
West Thompson Independent Fire Association
#1 Inc., 7 p.m., Thompson Fire Department
Thompson Fire Engine Co., Inc., 8 p.m., 70 Chase
Road
Tuesday, April 3
Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., Town Hall

EASTFORD
Monday, April 2
School Readiness Coucnil, 6 p.m., Town Hall
Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Tuesday, April 3
Democratic Town Committee, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Conservation Commission, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Wednesday, April 4
Special Board of Selectmen, 9 a.m., Town Hall
Crystal Pond Park Commission, 6 p.m., Town
Hall

WOODSTOCK
Monday, April 2
Woodstock Business Association, 6 p.m., Town
Hall
Economic Development, 7 p.m., Town Hall
IWWA, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Tuesday, April 3
Board of Finance, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Cornfield Point, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Wednesday, April 4
Crystal Pond Park Commission, 6 p.m., Town
Hall
WDTC, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall
Thursday, April 5
Board of Selectmen, 4 p.m., Town Hall
PZC Sub-Committee, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall
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Division I men’s basketball title. He
won his 800th game in 2009 and finished his career with 873 victories,
ranking 12th all-time as of Feb. 2015.
Calhoun is one of only six coaches in
NCAA Division I history to win three
or more championships and is widely
considered one of the greatest coaches
of all time. In 2005, he was inducted
into the Basketball Hall of Fame.

“We are absolutely thrilled that
Coach Calhoun and his lovely wife
Pat will be joining us for this amazing event,” said David T. Panteleakos,
Executive Producer. “We have been
preparing for this special concert for
over a year and we are ready for opening night.”
“Jim and Pat Calhoun are two of the
most generous people I have met. Jim
has a personal connection to youth
development and he intentionally
stands behind organizations that support that mission. By providing their

names to the Capital Campaign, they
were able to help launch the fundraising efforts for our wonderful new
YMCA. Every time the YMCA has
reached out to both Jim and Pat, they
have always said “yes”. Helping us
to promote “The Conncert” and raise
money is just the most recent way
the Calhoun’s help to strengthen our
community,” said Executive Director
for the Hale YMCA Youth and Family
Center Amanda Kelly.
“The Conncert” or The Connecticut
Concert is a special benefit perfor-

Killingly Villager

mance for the Hale YMCA Youth and
Family Center that features music
from Broadway, Jazz, Rock & Roll,
and Classical music performed by
30 regional vocalists backed by an18
piece orchestra. The dates of the show
are Saturday, April 7th at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, April 8 at 2 pm. Performances
are being held at the Center for the
Arts at Woodstock Academy and tickets are now available at the YMCA
in Putnam or on-line at www.theconncert.com

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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Conquering diabetes over the long run

Courtesy photo

Alissa Lynch, a Tourtellotte Memorial High alumnus, hasn’t letting diabetes stop her from
being a marathoner.
BY CHARLIE LENTZ
VILLAGER EDITOR

THOMPSON
—
Seventeen summers ago
a 13-year-old girl was
stunned to learn her road
in life was about to take
a detour. Alissa Lynch is
all grown up now but she
remembers like yesterday her father’s counsel
after she received a diagnosis of Type 1 diabetes.
“He told me that this is
not life threatening. It will
be life altering but you
can still do anything,”
Lynch said. “Don’t let
this be a crutch. Don’t let
it hold you back.”
Father
apparently
knew best and his daughter has proven diabetes
need not be a roadblock.
Lynch grew up
in
Thompson
and
graduated
from Tourtellotte
Memorial High
in 2006. Back in
high school she
couldn’t even run
a single mile —
last year she ran
26.2 miles and finished the Boston
Marathon. She’ll
make a repeat
appearance
in
April.
“That was my
very first marathon last year and

immediately afterward
my friend asked me if I’d
do it again and I said yes
right away,” said Lynch.
Her return engagement
at the Boston Marathon
is set for April 16 and
this time she’s running
for Team Joslin to raise
money for Boston’s
Joslin Diabetes Center.
Finishing a 26.2-mile
marathon might have
seemed a distant fantasy
back in August of 2001
when she first learned
she had diabetes.
“When I was first diagnosed I got really dehydrated. I got really sick.
I was feeling very sluggish, very tired all the
time. And it was because
my blood sugar was run-

ning really high,” Lynch
said. “Typically you look
for your blood sugar to be
between 70 and 150. And
when I was first diagnosed my blood sugar
was 780.”
She received care as
a child at Connecticut
Children’s Hospital and
was referred to Joslin
after seeing a primary
care doctor at Fenway
Health in 2016. She is
now under the care of Dr.
Samar Hafida, an endocrinologist at Joslin.
“Doctor Hafida is
amazing. She has helped
me me so much with my
diabetes management,
with understanding of
how food and exercise
affects my diabetes,”

Lynch said. “I work out
all the time. I also have
found out that different
exercises affect my blood
sugar differently. Just
knowing what I need to
do to take care of myself,
if it weren’t for Doctor
Hafida for sure I wouldn’t
have as much knowledge
to do what I’m doing.”
After graduating from
Tourtellotte she earned
a bachelor’s degree in
political science from
St. Anselm College in
Manchester, N.H. in
2010, and then went on to
receive a master’s degree
in educational leadership from St. Francis
University in Loretto,
Pa. She lives in Boston
now where she is an
associate director of residence life and housing
at Emmanuel College, a
position she’s held for
over five years. Just
about the time she started at Emmanuel College
she started focusing on
wellness and picked up
some running shoes.
“I was definitely overweight and I wanted to
make some healthy lifestyle changes,” Lynch
said. “In 2013 I just really
made my health and wellness and happiness a priority — and I really just
put myself in a position
where I needed to make
that the most important
thing that I do. And running was a huge part that
helped me get through
where I am today.”
Health and wellness
weren’t the only reasons
she started running.
“I really wanted to get a
tattoo,” Lynch said. “My
dad and I had a deal that
if I could lose a certain
weight he finally would
allow me to get a tattoo.”
Alissa has a close relationship with her parents,
Brian and Donna Lynch,
who live in Thompson.
She wanted their blessing on her dream tattoo
— an infinity symbol,
along with the letters EHFAR and
RL, which stand
for “Everything
happens for a reason.” — and R and
L for “Reynolds
and
Lynch”
which represent
the maternal and
paternal sides of
her family.
“Even at the age
of 25 I still had to
get my dad’s OK
with the tattoo,”
said Lynch with
a laugh. “So I
started running. I
reached my goal.
I lost the weight
that I wanted to. I
got my tattoo.”
The tattoo is a
constant reminder of her resolution to live a
healthy lifestyle.
It was also the

beginning of her journey
toward wellness. She’s
adhered to a workout regimen for five years now.
“I just kept running.
Running was the cheapest, easiest way for me to
start getting in shape,”
Lynch said. “I had a really good friend, I did my
first 5K with her, and
somehow she managed to
convince me that I should
sign up for a half marathon. And it just kind
of spiraled since then. I
always have another race
that I’m signing up for.”
During workouts she
wears a continuous glucose monitor to keep
track of her blood sugar
level. She can check her
level through an app on
her smartphone.
“In addition to running
there’s a lot of strength
training that goes into it,
making sure that you’re
doing core workouts and
glute workouts — so that
way I have the right muscle tone to carry me those
26.2 miles. I test my blood
sugar between seven and
10 times a day,” Lynch
said. “I have a continuous glucose monitor that
I wear on my body that
synchs up to my cell
phone to let me know
what my blood sugars
are. It’s become very second nature. I can eat anything. I can do anything.
But it’s just a matter of
keeping on top of it.”
Her pancreas no longer produces insulin,
which regulates the
body’s sugar level, hence
the need to inject herself
with insulin.
“Your body naturally
should release insulin to
keep your blood sugar
levels down but because
mine doesn’t, when I eat
food I have to manually
inject the insulin,” Lynch
said. “So that way my
blood sugar level stays
stable.”
Although Lynch didn’t
set out to be a positive

influence on others she
relishes her stature as a
role model.
“That’s like the biggest
compliment. It’s kind of
a mental check for me.
Am I putting the right
foot forward? Am I doing
the right thing that people can look back at me
and be proud of what I’ve
done? It means so much
when I hear that. I have
so many students who I
work with who come back
and say ‘You’re such an
inspiration. Can you help
me run my first mile?
Can you help me run my
first 5K?’ And when you
have people who tell you
things like that it kind of
keeps pushing you and
motivating you to keep
going,” Lynch said. “So
I feel like the community that I surround myself
with — the friends, the
family, the co-workers
— they see what I do. It
also pushes me when I
get their encouragement
and they ask me to help
them as well.”
Lynch has already
raised $4,000 for Joslin
Diabetes Center and has
set a goal of reaching
$7,500 before the marathon. The money will go
toward finding a cure for
diabetes and help others
living with diabetes get
the resources to manage
the disease. For more
information about Lynch
and to donate to her run
visit
www.crowdrise.
com/o/en/campaign/
joslindiabetescenterboston2018/alissalynch.
“Joslin is doing a lot
for me and I also want
to bring a lot of awareness for Type 1 diabetes,”
Lynch said. “There’s a
lot of stigma that goes
along with being diabetic. People think that
because you’re diabetic
you can’t eat something,
or you can’t run a marathon because you’re
Turn To
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114 Plainfield Pike Plainfield, CT 06374
O: 860- 564-1138 • C: 860-455-6063 • www.vondeckrealty.com

KILLINGLY - $179,900

diabetic and that’s absolutely not true. I have never ever been ashamed or embarrassed of being diabetic. I openly talk about it with anybody who has questions.
Hopefully one day we can find a cure. This disease that I have is not going to stop
me from doing anything I want to do.”
Lynch doesn’t consider herself a diabetic who runs — she’s simply a runner who
happens to have diabetes.
“It took me a long time to realize that if you put your sneakers on, if you put
one foot in front of the other — it doesn’t matter how fast you run, whether it’s a
six-minute mile or a 12-minute mile — you are a runner,” Lynch said. “When you
really let that sink in and accept that and just really embrace what running can do
for you — the endorphins that you get from it, the runner’s high that you get from
it, it’s amazing. It’s definitely helped my self-esteem, my self-confidence, my outlook
on life. The running community is amazing.”
The Boston Marathon is scheduled for April 16, a Monday — the Sunday before
the marathon will have special meaning for Lynch. Seventeen summers ago a
stunned 13-year-old could not have imagined the road that lay ahead — turns out it
was 26.2 miles long.
“The day before the marathon is my 30th birthday, April 15th. It is a huge birthday weekend for sure. I’m not planning on winning the marathon but I’ll go out
there to do my very best. I’m excited. I really do hope that I make Thompson proud,”
she said. “It took me a long time to realize that I could still do anything that I wanted to — if I put my mind to it. Any 13-year old girl out there, or guy, who’s diabetic
and has just been diagnosed and they’re thinking ‘My life is over.’ It’s not. You can
overcome anything in life. You are going to get to do everything you want to do in
life, and then some.”
Charlie Lentz may be reached at (860) 928-1818, ext. 110, or by e-mail at charlie@
villagernewspapers.com.

NEW LUXURY TOWNHOUSE
All new luxury two bedroom, 1-1/2 bath with granite countertops,
stainless steel appliances, one car garage, full basement, deck and
porch. No money down, financing to qualified buyers. One unit left.
Call Maura 860-455-6063

PLAINFIELD - $124,900

VILLAGER REAL ESTATE

18 Acre commercial lot - $124,900
32 Acre residential lot near RI line - $150,000

Make the move!

Find the homes of your neighborhood

A Better Way to Buy and Sell Real Estate
This is a one-stop real estate for all your
home buying and selling needs in
Plainfield, CT.
Contact us if you’d like more information on
finding your dream home or preparing to
sell your home.

Villager

Homescape
L

ocation! Location! Great Antique Colonial on almost
10 acres with 2100 SF and 4 BR, 2BA. Inground pool
and 2 horse stalls!
Located just off desirable Woodstock Hill, this ca 1777
antique Colonial resides on almost 10-acres and includes
an in-ground pool and a two-stall barn/garage, plus mostly
open land ready to pasture your favorite horses! The house
has 4 bedrooms and 2 baths and 2100 SF of living space
with a lovely fireplaced living room. The newly refinished
wide pine board floors shine and with the remodeling of the
kitchen, this home is sure to make you very happy! There is
also a partially finished lower level. Located just down the
hill from the Academy and close to town for your ease and
convenience.
60 Child Hill Road, Woodstock
Just off Woodstock Hill
$337,000
View at: bhhsNEproperties.com/17005929

45 ROUTE 171
SOUTH WOODSTOCK
CONNECTICUT 06267
The Gosselin Team:
Stephanie Gosselin 860.428.5960
Cyrille Bosio 860.338.0964
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT
“Shining a light on community eventS”

Volunteers needed: The Gertrude C. Warner
Boxcar Museum in Putnam is seeking new
docents (volunteers) for the Museum. If
you have at least 2 ½ hours a month to
spare, please call Renee at 860-974-0325.
Each docent will receive a training session.
Docents can pick shifts 11-1:30pm or
1:30pm-4pm.
March 30, Fri., noon-8pm
Knights of Columbus Council 2087 will
hold a Lenten fish fry, in the Knights Hall,
1017 Riverside Drive, North Grosvenordale.
Fish and chips ($10); baked haddock ($11);
fried clams ($14); baked or fried scallops
($11-15); seafood platters ($17), and more.
860-923-2967, council2087@att.net.
March 30, Fri., 5pm
All You Can Eat Chowder n’ clam cake
supper at Ekonk Community Grange,
Ekonk Hill Road, Sterling. Adults $10,
ages 12 and under $5, and preschoolers eat
free! Everyone welcome. Questions 860564-3131
March 31, Sat., 1pm
The Twenty-sixth annual Roseland Cottage/
Woodstock Recreation Egg Hunt and Peeps
diorama contest. Dioramas should arrive by
12:50. Roseland Cottage (The Pink House),
556 Route 169, Woodstock.
March 31, Sat., 7-8:30am
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund
assistance is available every Saturday
morning at the Pomfret Senior Center 207
Mashamoquet Road (Rt. 44) in Pomfret.
Best to call ahead 860-928-2309. Always
free and confidential. This program is
administered by The American Legion

and is a temporary financial assistance to
qualified veterans.) Also April 7, 14, 21,
and 28.
March 31, Sat., 1-3pm
Light Pollution 101, at The Last Green
Valley Office Conference Room, 203
B Main Street (2nd Floor) Danielson.
Join TLGV Ranger as he explains light
pollution. Learn how to improve light
fixtures and reduce lighting costs while
at the same time providing a more secure
and eco-friendly environment for animals,
plants, and humans. This program is
appropriate for all ages 6+.
April 2, Mon., 7pm
The Quiet Corner Garden Club is hosting a
program on “Butterflies and How to Attract
Them» by Master Gardener Pam Lee on
in the Community Room of the South
Woodstock Baptist Church, Roseland Park
Rd., Woodstock. A non-member fee of
$5 is requested or may be used towards a
membership fee.
April 3, Tues., 7pm
Bingo every Tuesday at the VFW, 1523
Providence Street, Putnam.
April 3, Tues, 10:30am
Preschool Story Time @ Pomfret Library Weekly stories, music, crafts and bubbles!
Pomfret Public Library, 449 Pomfret St.,
Pomfret.
April 3, Tues., 4:30pm
Incredible Edible Arts & Crafts: Strawberry
Bunnies @ Pomfret Library - We’ll whip up
a batch of yummy strawberry bunny bites
and create some adorable origami bunnies.
Pomfret Public Library, 449 Pomfret St.,

Pomfret. Register at pomfretlibrary.org /
860-928-3475
April 4, Wed., 6:30-8:00 pm
Thompson Public Library, 15th Annual
Thompson
Community
Art
Show
Reception. (art is on view April 4 to April
27) 860-923-9779 thompsonpubliclibrary.
org. Join us during the Thompson
Community Art Show as we enjoy local
music. We will collect art supplies for
TEEG Programs and food items for the
TEEG Food Pantry. Held at Thompson
Public Library/Community Center, 934
Riverside Drive, N. Grosvenordale,
April 7, Sat., 9am-2pm
Bottle and can drive to help needy Animals
-- Pet Pals Northeast, a local animal welfare
organization, will be collecting redeemable
bottles and cans to help homeless and needy
animals at the Killingly Town Garage on
Route 12. Dry cat food urgently needed,
Purina brands preferred. Cash donations
always welcome. For more information,
contact PET PALS at 860-317-1720.
April 7, Sat., 7-8:30am
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines Fund
assistance is available every Saturday
morning at the Pomfret Senior Center 207
Mashamoquet Road (Rt. 44) in Pomfret.
Best to call ahead 860-928-2309. Always
free and confidential. This program is
administered by The American Legion
and is a temporary financial assistance to
qualified veterans.) Also April 14, 21, and
28.
April 7, Sat., 11:30am
Cookbook Club, Trisha’s Table. Bracken

Memorial Library, 57 Academy Road,
Woodstock.
April 7 & 8, Sat. & Sun.
The Conncert at the Center for the Arts at
The Woodstock Academy, Woodstock. For
tickets go to www.theconncert.com. This is
a musical spectacular featuring 30 amazing
and talented regional vocalists, to benefit
the YMCA. Tickets also available at the
YMCA in Putnam.
April 8, Sun.,12pm-2:30pm
This 2.5 hour workshop is a special one.
Live Yoga is teaming up with Paws CT.
We thought it would be amazing to team up
two things we love the most; cats and yoga!
This event will sell out. It has sold out every
time. Join us for only $15. Or bring a buddy
for $25. Half of profits go to Paws CT. Live
Yoga, 544 Main Street, Danielson.
April 8, Sun., 1:30pm
Annual Meeting and Program, Woodstock
Historical Society, East Woodstock
Congregational Church, Program: “Little
Chairs for Little Buns” by Arthur Liverant,
Free and open to the public, please bring a
dessert to share
April 8, Sun., 1-6pm
TMS 8th Grade sponsored BBQ Chicken
Dinner, Knights of Columbus, North
Grosvenordale,, eat-in or take out. Please
come down and bring your family. $12
per plate and there will be a cash bar,
door prizes, and a 50/50 raffle. For tickets
contact Diane Keefe dkeefe@rocketmail.
com or 860-420-9291

This page is designed to shine a light on upcoming local nonprofit, educational and community events.
Submissions are limited to 50 words or less and are FREE to qualifying organizations, schools, churches and town offices.
To submit your event contact: Teri Stohlberg at 860-928-1818 ext. 105, or teri@villagernewspapers.com.
Deadline for submission is Friday at Noon

HERE & THERE
SATURDAY, MARCH 31
9:00 p.m.
SARA ASHLEIGH BAND
Playing homage to some of the best
blues, rock & country
artists of our time.
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333
FRIDAY, APRIL 6
7:00 - 10:00 p.m.
DAN FEELEY
Acoustic music in the bar
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333
SATURDAY, APRIL 7
KLEM’S FISHING EXPO
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Reps, experts and the
latest gear for 2018
KLEM’S
117 West Main St.
Spencer, MA
508-885-2708 (Ext. 104)
www.klemsonline.com
YOUR MOTHER
9:00 p.m.
4-piece local rock band
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333
SATURDAY, APRIL 14
BEEKEEPING SEMINAR AT
KLEM’S
11:00 a.m.
Learn the basics
Instructed by Mary Duane
KLEM’S
117 West Main St.
Spencer, MA
508-885-2708 (Ext. 104)
www.klemsonline.com

TUESDAY, APRIL 17
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
THE BRIDGE OF CENTRAL
MASSACHUSETTS
CAREER OPEN HOUSE
39 Elm St., Suite 212
Southbridge, MA
Now hiring treatment co-ordinator,
senior residential counselor,
full and part-time residential coordinators,
and relief counselors
For information: thebridgecm.org
or 508-755-0333
FRIDAY, APRIL 20
SECOND CHANCE PET
ADOPTIONS AT KLEM’S
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Come visit the dogs and cats
available
KLEM’S
117 West Main St.
Spencer, MA
508-885-2708 (Ext. 104)
www.klemsonline.com

SATURDAY, MAY 19
5th ANNUAL RIDE
FOR NICK’S HOUSE
With the American Legion
Riders of Post 138
Registration 9-10:15 a.m.
175 Main St., Spencer, MA
Raising money for local veterans
$20 per bike; $10 general public
774-200-6459 for more info

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
ATHA Quiet Corner
HOOK-IN
Traditional hooked rugs displayed
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Rte. 169 & 171, Woodstock, CT
Join us for fun and good times
Vendors/Raffle/ Door Prizes
Snacks and Beverages
$15 for Hook-In All Day
Pre-register by June 1, 2018
$5 Vendor Shopping Only
Contact: gretchg@verizon.net

Local Events, Arts, and
Entertainment Listings

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
FRIDAY NIGHT
HEXMARK TAVERN
AT SALEM CROSS INN
260 West Main St., West Brookfield,
MA
508-867-2345
www.salemcrossinn.com <http://
www.salemcrossinn.com
TRAP SHOOTING
Every Sunday at 11:00 a.m.
Open to the public
$12.00 per round includes
clays and ammo
NRA certified range officer
on site every shoot
AUBURN SPORTSMAN CLUB
50 Elm St., Auburn, MA
508-832-6492

Welcome
Spring

ONGOING
SATURDAY, APRIL 28
EQUIPMENT CONSIGNMENT
AUCTION AT KLEM’S
10:00 a.m.
Buy or sell!
KLEM’S
117 West Main St.
Spencer, MA
508-885-2708 (Ext. 104)
www.klemsonline.com
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
APRIL 28 AND 29
ANNUAL SPRING DERBY 2018
8:00 a.m.
Registration and breakfast
starts at 6:00 a.m.
Spencer Fish & Game Club
Cash prizes and trophies
Large trout up to 11 pounds
stocked for the event
Youth archery shoot
155 Mechanic St.,
Spencer, MA

ROADHOUSE BLUES JAM
Every Sunday, 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.
CADY’S TAVERN
2168 Putnam Pike, Chepachet, RI
401-568-4102

TRIVIA SATURDAY NIGHTS
7:00 p.m. register
7:30 p.m. start up
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB
325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA
508-892-9822
WISE GUYS TEAM TRIVIA
Every Tuesday, 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
CADY’S TAVERN
2168 Putnam Pike (Rt. 44)
Chepachet, RI
401-568- 4102

HUGE MEAT RAFFLE
First Friday of the month
Early Bird 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
1st table: 7:00 p.m.
Auburn Sportsman
RAFFLE
Club
50 Elm St., Auburn,
MA
508-832-6496
TRIVIA TUESDAYS
at 7:00 p.m.
Cash prizes
308 LAKESIDE
308 East main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333

“Every Town Deserves
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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Stella T. Krawiec, 99
W E B S T E R ,
MASSACHUSETTS
– Stella T. (Slota)
Krawiec, 99, passed
away
peacefully
on Monday, March
19, in Devereux
House, Marblehead,
Massachusetts, after
a period of declining health. Her beloved husband of
25 years, Thomas J. Krawiec, Jr.,
died in 1975. She leaves two daughters, Kathleen Hiller and her companion James Farrell of Salem, New
Hampshire and Carol and John
Tardif of Lynn, Massachusetts; three
grandchildren, Kristy Lee Hiller of
Salem, New Hampshire, Stacy Lynn
Hiller and her companion Daniel
Aguilar of Danville, New Hampshire
and Thomas S. Krawiec and his wife
Jennifer of Sandown, New Hampshire;
three great-granddaughters, Haley
Hiller, Olivia Krawiec and Sophia
Krawiec and; two sisters, Genevieve
Ciukaj of Southbridge, Massachusetts
and Josephine Zacek of Dudley,
Massachusetts; nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her sisters Mary Kania and Stasia Caisse and
her brothers John, Stanley, Joseph,
Frank, Henry and Stephen Slota. Mrs.
Krawiec was born in Webster, Mass.,
one of the eleven children of Peter
and Anna (Mazur) Slota and lived in
Webster and Dudley, Mass. all her

life. She worked at Webster Shoe,
American Greeting Card Company
and at the Webster Nursing Home
before retiring. She was a member
of Saint Andrew Bobola Church
in Dudley. In her earlier years she
excelled at needlepoint. She enjoyed
trips to Foxwoods, and liked spending the summer at Hampton Beach,
boating at Rockport and Sundays at
Webster Lake. She relished celebrating her family’s milestones and being
together for the holidays.
Her grandkids affectionately called
her “Cupcake.” She will be dearly
missed.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory can be made in care of
Kathleen Hiller, PO Box 234, North
Salem, NH 03073 for her great grandchildren’s educational fund. The
Family would like to extend their
deepest appreciation to the staff of the
Devereux House for their kindness
and care in her final years
The funeral was held on Wednesday,
March 28. Visitation was held at the
Scanlon Funeral Service, in Webster,
Massachusetts, which was followed
by a Mass at Saint Andrew Bobola
Church in Dudley. Burial was in Saint
Joseph Garden of Peace, Webster,
Mass. Arrangements are under the
direction of Sitkowski & Malboeuf
Funeral Home, 340 School St., Webster,
MA.   www.sitkowski-malboeuf.com

Florence D. Pieper, 88
N O R T H
GROSVENORDALE
AND SHELTON -Florence D. Pieper,
88 of Shelton, entered
her eternal rest on
Saturday
March
17, in the Griffin
Hospital, surrounded
by her loving family. Born in Webster, Massachusetts,
she was the daughter of the late Philip
and Helen (Duszlak) Beaulac. She had
been a Shelton resident for over 11
years, living most of her life in North
Grosvenordale.
She was employed as a production
clerk at Colt’s Plastic Company in
Dayville, for 39 years retiring in 1996.
She enjoyed baking and cooking. Her
family would like to thank the staff of
Shelton da Vita Dialysis for their lov-

ing care over the past 11 years.
Mrs. Pieper is the beloved mother
of Jean Pieper and her partner Gary
Cammisa, and Kenneth Pieper and
his wife Wendy. She also leaves several nieces. She is predeceased by
her brothers Henry Beaulac and Leo
Beaulac.
Calling hours were held on March
27, in the Gilman Funeral Home &
Crematory in Putnam. A Mass of
Christian Burial was held on March
28 in St. Joseph Church in N.
Grosvenordale. Burial will follow
in the parish cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Griffin Hospital Development Fund,
130 Division St. Derby, CT 06418 or
to Community Ambulance, Inc. P.O.
Box 874 N. Grosvenordale, CT 06255.
For memorial guestbook, visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Joan R. Almquist, 86
PUTNAM
–
Joan R. Almquist,
86,
of
Webster,
Massachusetts, formerly of Putnam
died Monday March
19. Born in Putnam,
she was the daughter
of the late Edgar and
Alexine (Rothwell)

Phaneuf.
Joan was an administrative worker
for Belding Heminway and later for
TJ Maxx. She was a communicant of
St. Mary Church of the Visitation and
was active in many church functions
including the choir and the Daughters
of Isabelle.
Joan is survived by her sons; Karl
Almquist and wife Lynn of Bakersfield,

California, Kurt Almquist and wife
Rose of Woodstock, Kristian Almquist
and wife Kim of Gilbert, Arizona,
and Kevin Almquist wife Cece of San
Antonio, Texas; her daughters, Karen
Dewey of Phoenix, Arizona and Kathy
Hart and husband Joe of Phoenix,
Arizona; her brother Peter Phaneuf of
Putnam, her sister Barbara Gardner of
Woodstock; seventeen grandchildren;
and many great grandchildren.
Calling hours were held on March
26, in the Gilman Funeral Home &
Crematory in Putnam, which was followed by a Mass of Christian Burial in
St. Mary Church of the Visitation in
Putnam. Burial will follow in St. Mary
Cemetery. For memorial guestbook
visit www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Sandra Mae Phelps
NEW
LONDON
-- We are sad to
announce the passing of our mother
Sandra
Mae
Phelps (Brennan).
She passed away
on August 4, 2016,
from natural causes.
She is free of pain
and at peace. She was living in New
London. She was born in Burlington,
Vermont. She is survived by three
brothers; Michael Brennan, Robert
Brennan and wife Susan Brennan of
Vermont, Timothy Brennan and wife
Cathy of Vermont. She is also survived

by four children, Richard R. LeBlanc
and wife Donna (Cooke) of Enfield,
Jason Phelps and partner Erica Lovette
of Hampton, Nathan Phelps and wife
Julia (Gauvin) Phelps of Hamden,
Massachusetts, nine grandchildren:
John Robert LeBlanc, Kelsey Marie
LeBlanc, Nolan Robert LeBlanc, Freya
Lorraine Phelps, Sigmund Phelps,
Abrasax Phelps, Roderik Aquila
Phelps, Nicholas LeBlanc, Connor
LeBlanc, and one great grandson Jacob
Vincent LeBlanc. Our celebration of
life will be private; if you would like to
donate in her honor, donate to Brain
and Behavior Research Foundation.
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John U. Coderre, 85
DANIELSON
John U. Coderre, 85
of Danielson peacefully passed away on
Friday March 23, at
Matulaitis Nursing
Home in Putnam. He
was born in Putnam
July 22, 1932, the son
of the late Ulderic
and Adrienne (Audette) Coderre. John
was the husband of the late Avis I.
(Hutchins) Coderre, who passed away
September 3, 2015. John served in the
U.S. Navy during the Korean War on
board the USS Salerno Bay.
He is survived by his sons Michael
Coderre his wife Kimberly of Brooklyn,
their children Colleen Welch, and
Chris Welch and his wife Brooke,
and Kevin Coderre his wife Elizabeth
of Plainfield, granddaughter Tiffany
Beach her husband Richard, grandson
Nathan Coderre his wife Faith, and
grandson Kyle Coderre, and nine great
grandchildren. He is also survived by
his sister Henrietta Blanchette and

brother Normand
Coderre.
John loved his wife
Avis and they were
always
together.
They were called the
“romantic couple”
by the waitresses at
Cozy Corner restaurant. They enjoyed
many years in retirement together
traveling around the country. He loved
the Lord and spent many years as a
leader of the “Host of Love” group
at Saint James church. He also sang
with his wife in the Happy Singers. He
loved watching the UCONN women
and CT Sun basketball games. The
latter took him to another favorite pastime of going to the casino.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held
on March 27 at St. James Church,
Danielson. Burial with full military
honors will be in Holy Cross Cemetery,
calling hours were held on March
26, at Tillinghast Funeral Home in
Danielson. tillinghastfh.com

Robert F. Gould, 66
DAYVILLERobert F. Gould, 66.
With great sadness,
the family of Robert
F. Gould Sr. announces his peaceful passing on the evening of
March 22nd. His final
days were spent in
comfort, surrounded
by family and friends.
He was born on April 11,1951, to
Robert and Mary Gould. He grew up
in southern New England where he
attended college, and later started a
highly successful business which still
thrives 30-plus years later as Gateway
Hearing. He was Board Certified in
Hearing Instrument Sciences. While
he was immensely successful in his
secular career, his most rewarding job

was educating his family and others in
the community about his Bible-based
faith.
He is survived by his loving wife
of nearly 40 years, Jacqueline, and
two sons, Robert Jr., and Trevor and
his wife Jennifer. He also leaves two
brothers Richard and his wife Susan,
and David, as well as a great number
spiritual brothers and sisters.
A celebration of his life will be held at
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
200 Tracy Rd., Danielson, CT. on April
7 at 2 o’ clock pm. Arrangements have
been entrusted to Shaw-Majercik
Funeral Home, 48 School Street,
Webster MA. A guest book is available
at www.shaw-majercik.com where
you may post a condolence or light a
candle. Donations may be made to a
charity of one’s choice.

Grady R. Marshall, 48
VERNON – Grady
R. Marshall, 48, of
Regan Road, died
suddenly on March
22, at the Manchester
Memorial Hospital.
Born
in
East
Stroudsburg,
Pennsylvania,
he
was the son of April
(Englert) Palmer and the late William
R. Marshall, Sr. He was the former husband of Beth Anne (Lusa) Marshall.
Grady was a graduate of the
Woodstock Academy and was the
owner and operator of Marshall
Machine in Willington.
Grady was a truly dedicated father
to his children and was the sunshine
on a rainy day. He had the ability to
look on the bright side of every situa-

tion and was known for his infectious
smile.
Grady is survived by his children,
Joshua, Joseph, Charlotte, Sophia
and Emily Marshall, all of Willington;
three brothers, Bruce Palmer, Jr. of
Danielson, Paul Palmer of Pomfret
Center, and Dwayne Marshall of
Woodstock; a sister, Christeen Seeley
of New York; and numerous nieces
and nephews. Grady was predeceased
by his step-father Bruce Palmer Sr.
Relatives and friends are invited to
visit with Grady’s family from 10:00
am to 11:00am on Friday March 30,
2018 in the Gilman Funeral Home and
Crematory, 104 Church St, Putnam.
A funeral service will follow in the
funeral home on Friday March 30,
at 11:00 am. For memorial guestbook
visit www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Steven P. Pusczynski, 63
BROOKLYN -- Steven P. Pusczynski,
63, of Brooklyn, died March 21, at
his home in Brooklyn. He was born
June 21, 1954 in Erding, Germany,
son of Donald and Anna (Wagner)
Pusczynski.
Steven graduated from Killingly
High School in 1972 and from QVCC
in 1974. He was a Communicant of Our
Lady of La Salette Church in Brooklyn.
He worked as a machine operator at
the Amstar Corp. Steven had a passion
for NASCAR and followed the circuit,

his favorite driver was No. 2 Brad
Keselowski.
He leaves his mother and father
Anna and Donald of Brooklyn, his
brother Andrew Pusczynski and his
wife Janet of Brooklyn, his sister
Linda Steele of Brooklyn, and several
nieces and nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be at
11:00 AM on April 2, in Our Lady of La
Salette Church, 25 Providence Road,
Brooklyn. Share a memory at www.
gagnonandcostellofh.com

Yvette A. (Gaudreau) Lafantasie, 82
BALLOUVILLE -- Yvette A.
(Gaudreau) Lafantasie, 82, passed
away on Friday, March 23, at Day
Kimball Hospital in Putnam. She
leaves her daughter, Pamela A.
Lafantasie of Ballouville; her brother Lionel Gaudreau of Killingly; her
sisters, Eva Matthewson of Killingly
and Evelyn Mazzarella of Killingly;
and many nieces and nephews. She
was predeceased by her loving husband; Ernest P. Lafantasie; her brother, Thomas Gaudreau; and her sister,
Isabelle Noble.
Yvette was born in Brooklyn, the
daughter of the late Bertram Gaudreau
and Yvonne (Lambert) Gaudreau. She
lived in Connecticut her entire life.

She worked for many manufacturing
firms such as LaRosa and Sons Inc.,
Hale’s Manufacturing Co., and Belding
Brothers and Co. Yvette was known
to be an excellent cook. She loved to
spend her time gardening. A private
graveside service will be held at the
convenience of the family. The ShawMajercik Funeral Home, Webster
Massachusetts, has been entrusted
with her arrangements. A guest book
is available at www.shaw-majercik.
com where you may post a condolence
or light a candle. Memorial contributions in Yvette’s memory may be made
to a charity of one’s choice.  

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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Elizabeth F. “Betty” Trainor, V.M.D., 91
OXFORD, MASSACHUSETTS –
Elizabeth F. “Betty” (Fortune)
Trainor,
V.M.D.,
91, of Lovett Road,
died peacefully with
her family by her
side on Thursday,
March 22. Betty is
survived by her
children, Shawn W.
Trainor and his wife
Jodie of Abington,
and Sharon E. Furmanick of Oxford,
Massachusetts; her best friend, Nancy
Cowley of North Woodstock; five
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and many nephews and nieces.
She was predeceased by her husband

of 40 years, William J. “Bill” Trainor of
Oxford, Mass., who died in 1998. She
was also predeceased by two brothers,
three sisters, and her numerous fourlegged friends.
She was born in Medford, Mass.,
daughter of the late William J. and
Helen (Hoar) Fortune, and lived in
Oxford since 1967. She loved animals
and received her V.M.D. from the
University of Pennsylvania School
of Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Trainor
was a veterinarian at Angell Memorial
Animal Hospital in Boston, Abbott
Animal Hospital in Worcester and
then went into private practice as part
of the family business. Betty and Bill
were married in 1957, and it was joked

to be as much a merger as it was a
marriage, as he was a Professional
Dog Handler. It was a match made in
heaven as “Bill and Betty” made their
living together doing what they loved
most – traveling extensively working
with dogs and educating others by
sharing their passion for responsible
breeding. Betty was an active educator, breeder and later became a show
judge.    She was diligently involved
with numerous dog clubs including
NESGA, Ladies Dog Club and several Portuguese Water Dog clubs and
a member of St. Roch’s Church in
Oxford, Mass., where she was a lector.
She was always cheerful and a life-long
learner who enjoyed her family, crafts

and loved writing poetry.
Calling hours were held March 27,
at Paradis-Givner Funeral Home in
Oxford, Massachusetts.   A funeral
mass was held March 28 at St. Roch’s
Church, Oxford, Massachusetts.
Burial will be private at the
Massachusetts National Cemetery in
Bourne. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the
Canine Health Foundation, P.O. Box
900061, Raleigh, NC 27675, or to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 309 Waverly
Oaks Rd., Waltham, MA 02452.
paradisfuneralhome.com

Create and hide unbreakable Easter eggs
Easter is one of the most important
days of the year for Christians. Easter
Sunday is filled with symbolism and
tradition, some of which harken back
to early Christianity, while others trace
their origins to paganism.
The Easter Bunny and Easter eggs
are two Easter traditions with less
extensive histories. The Easter Bunny,
according to sources including History.
com, first arrived in America in the
1700s via German settlers who brought
with them their tradition of an egg-laying hare called “Osterhase.” Children
would make nests where the rabbit
could lay its colored eggs. Eventually,
the custom spread from Pennsylvania,
where many German immigrants settled, to other areas around the country.
Eggs are symbolic of new life and
rebirth in many cultures. To Christians,
eggs represent the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
Another theory suggests that
Christians were once forbidden to eat
during the Lenten season preceding
Easter. Therefore, Christians would
paint and decorate eggs for Easter to
mark the joyous celebration and cessation of penance and fasting.
Even though these traditions have
endured, Easter eggs themselves might
not be so strong. This year, Easter celebrants may want to experiment with
different materials that are more forgiv-

also can be used to give the eggs a natural finish. Others may want to rip small
pieces of decorative paper to create a
decoupage effect on their wooden eggs.

SEW SOFT EGGS
Those who are handy with a needle
and thread can explore patterns for
making soft, stuffed eggs. Cozy fleece
or other fabrics can be sewn together to
make the general egg shape. Then the
egg is filled with polyester filling, feathers or another soft material. Ribbons,
buttons, trims, and other decorative
touches can personalize the eggs and
add a touch of whimsy. Check out www.
sew4home.com for their ideas on handmade Easter eggs.

MODELING CLAY
CAPTION: Experiment with different egg materials to make Easter eggs easier to handle and
more durable.

ing and more enduring than standard
eggs.

WOODEN EGGS
Families may find that wooden eggs
are much more forgiving than standard
eggs. Wooden eggs don’t have to be

boiled, and they don’t need time to harden, and they’re quite maneuverable for
young fingers.
Decorators can explore different ways
to color wooden eggs. Acrylic paints are
readily available and safe for users of
any age. Wood stains or wood markers

Children who love to get their hands
dirty may enjoy making Easter eggs out
of modeling materials. Colors can be
blended together to create a marbleized
effect. Depending on the clay medium,
the eggs may air-harden or may need
to be heated at a low temperature in the
oven to fully cure.
Easter eggs are a fun tradition that
adds to the festivity of spring. While
traditional eggs can be used, many different, more long-lasting materials can
be used as well.

Delicious Ideas For Adding Healthy Sweet Potatoes
To Your Daily Cooking Repertoire

(NAPS)

Sweet potatoes are
trending and are all the
rage—as they should be!
One medium California
sweet potato has only
105 calories and 0g of fat,
yet this versatile veggie
contains more than 80
nutrients including protein, manganese, carotene, potassium, calcium, vitamin C and more
than an entire day’s
worth of vitamin A. Plus,
California sweet potatoes
are rich with antioxidants
and loaded with dietary
fiber—nearly twice as

much as a white potato.
Not
just
for
Thanksgiving, thankfully, California sweet potatoes are available yearround. Chefs and home
cooks are coming up with
fun and creative ways
(beyond Grandma’s holiday casserole) to incorporate this tasty tuber into
everyday meals—winter,
spring, summer and fall.
Here are some delicious ways to cook with
California sweet potatoes:
•
For
a
quick
snack, add a cooked
California sweet potato

(or two) to your favorite
hummus recipe, garnish
with a good glug of olive
oil and a generous squirt
of lemon. Serve with crudités and pita triangles.
•
Make a beta-carotene-rich soup by adding uniformly chopped
California sweet potatoes,
butternut squash, and
carrots to a homemade
or store-bought chicken
stock. Throw in a can of
white beans, a handful or
two of kale and garnish
with chopped flat-leaf
parsley. Serve with freshly grated Parmesan.
•
What’s
better
than home fries for breakfast? California sweet
potato home fries! Switch
out white potatoes for
California sweet potatoes,
throw in some chopped
onions, bell pepper and
a sprinkle of cayenne or
paprika and you’ve got
sweet potatoes O’Brien to
go with your bacon and
eggs.
•
M a s h e d
California sweet potatoes
make a delicious accompaniment to a storebought or homemade
roasted chicken. Steam
the sweet potatoes until
tender, mash, and stir in

warmed butter and milk.
For garlic mashed, simply
throw a few cloves of garlic into the steamer and
mash them with the sweet
potatoes.
Brunch is always a great
way to entertain family
and friends. Whether it’s
Easter, Mother’s Day or
a regular old Sunday,
why not wow your guests
with a delicious spread?
Coffee, mimosas, Danish,
croissants, fruit salad and
of course something with
eggs.
This breakfast strata
will more than satisfy:
California Breakfast
Strata
with
Sweet
Potatoes, Chiles and Goat
Cheese
Serves 10 to 12
Ingredients:
1
tablespoon cooking oil
1
pound
orange-fleshed sweet potatoes, cut into 3/4-inch dice
(about 31/4 cups)
12
ounces
loose breakfast sausage or
breakfast sausage patties
One
7-ounce
can
chopped green chiles
Nonstick cooking spray
10
ounces

crusty Italian or French
bread, with crusts cut or
torn into 3/4-inch pieces
(about 10 cups)
4
ounces
chèvre (spreadable goat
cheese), crumbled (about
1 cup)
3
tablespoons chopped fresh sage
8
l a r g e
eggs
2
c u p s
milk
3/4
teaspoon
salt
1/2
teaspoon
pepper
Instructions:
In a large skillet over
medium heat, warm the
oil. Add the sweet potatoes and cook, stirring
occasionally, for 5 minutes. Add the sausage
and cook, breaking it up
and stirring occasionally,
until the sweet potatoes
are lightly browned and
tender and the sausage is
cooked through, about 8
minutes. Stir in the chiles
and set the skillet aside.
Coat a 21/2- to 3-quart
casserole dish with cooking spray. Arrange 1/3
of the bread in the dish.
Top with 1/3 of the sweet
potato mixture, 1/3 of the

cheese and 1/3 of the sage.
Repeat 2 times. Set aside.
In a large bowl, whisk
the eggs, milk, salt and
pepper. Pour the egg
mixture over the casserole and set aside for 20
minutes, pressing on the
bread occasionally to help
it absorb the liquid.
Meanwhile, preheat the
oven to 350° F.
Cover the casserole
with foil and bake for 50
minutes. Remove the foil
and continue baking until
the top is browned and the
center is set, about 10 minutes. Let stand 10 minutes
before cutting and serving.
For more information
about California sweet
potatoes and for delicious
recipes, visit www.casweetpotatoes.com.
This breakfast strata
made with tasty, wholesome sweet potatoes can
be a great way to punch
up a brunch buffet.
Editor’s Note: This story
can be useful to anyone
and of particular interest
to readers in the states
of California, Arizona,
Oregon,
Washington,
Nevada, Utah and Idaho.

LEGALS

Contact Brenda Today,

860-928-1818

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF Edmond L Caret AKA
Edmond Leo Caret (18-00077)
The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge of the
Court of Probate, District of Northeast
Probate Court, by decree dated March
20, 2018, ordered that all claims must
be presented to the fiduciary at the address below. Failure to promptly present any such claim may result in the
loss of rights to recover on such claim.
Brenda Duquette, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Donna Wohlter
c/o Stephen M Bacon, Kahan,
Kerensky & Capossela, LLP,
PO Box 3811, Vernon, CT 06066
March 30, 2018
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ARTICLES FOR SALE
010 FOR SALE
1949 INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER CUB TRACTOR:
Runs Well, Two New Tires,
Attachments Include Snow
Plow, Harrow, Cultivator, and
Land Plow. $2,500. (508) 2486860
1991 HARLEY DRESSER:
55,000 Miles. Runs Great!
$4,500 or Will Trade for Car of
Equal Value. BASS BOAT
16 1/2FT LUND Very Good
Condition! MANY EXTRAS
$3,750 O.B.O.Call for Info (508)
943-5797, Cell (508) 353-9722
1BEAUTIFUL DW MOBILE
HOME IN GATED SENIOR
MOBILE HOME PARK
$16,000. 2 bdrms, 2 baths,
working kitchen, dining room,
LLR & 2 Florida rooms, completely furnish. 863-682-6473.
Lakeland, Florida

010 FOR SALE
FOR SALE DR MOWER:
Electric Start with AttachmentsSnowblower with Cab, Chains,
500 Watt Generator, Woodchipper. Like New Condition.
Original Cost $5,000. Selling for
$3,500. (860) 774-6944.
FOR SALE: Rich Brown
Leather Sectional with Chaise.
Very Good Condition. Asking
$450. Call (508) 320-7230

******************

FULL LENGTH MINK
COAT: Size 12. New $2,400.
Asking $300. 508-612-9263
******************
GARMIN GPS 12XL
Personal Navigator: powerful 12 channel receiver, moving map graphics, backlit display for night use. New!! Perfect for Hunters, Boaters, and
Hikers. REDUCED $125/best
offer. (508)347-3145

1HOSPITAL BED: excellent
condition 2 years old, 80” long x
36” wide, sanitized plastic covered mattress w/metal frame;
remote control, head and foot.
$750 or best offer. 508-7358095

GAS KITCHEN STOVE Two
Years Old, 20” $65. 2 Storm
Windows $15/each. 4 Drawer
Dresser $15. 2 Oak Dining
Room Chairs $15 each. Best
Offer on All Items. (860) 7790423

2 HARLEY DAVIDSONS FOR
SALE: 1998 883 Sportster.
Only 5,800 Miles-Runs Great,
Looks Great! $3,000. 1989 EXR
1340: 28K Miles- Runs and
Looks Great! Lots of Chrome
and Extras $4,500.(508) 8681320

GORGEOUS
HANDCARVED China Cabinet From
China $4,000 New, $1,500
OBO. Cherry Dr Table & Six
Chairs $900 OBO. Oak Table &
Four Chairs $75 OBO. DoveTailed Dresser $80 OBO. (860)
630-4962

2 TWIN BEDS: Complete, In
Excellent Condition. 508-4234824

JAMAICA WICKER queen
Bed Set: Head & Foot Board,
Woman & Man’s Dresser, 2
Nightstands. Paid $5,400. Asking $1,200. 2 SEATER
LANCER POWER CHAIR
4’ Long, Olive Color. NEVER
BEEN USED! Asking $350.
(508) 461-9621

*******

6-PIECE TWIN BEDROOM
SET FOR SALE: Matching
headboard, footboard, 5-drawer
chest, 6-drawer dresser with
mirror, and night stand in dark
oak. In very good condition.
Asking $500.00 or best offer.
Call 508-846-5486

*******

ALL BEST OFFER MOVING
SALE: 6 Chairs, Two wedding
dresses size 14 & 18; Mother of
bride dress size 18; Bridesmaid
dresses, size 18; Piano; 2-draw
ﬁling cab. Green Sofa &
Loveseat; 4-burner gas grill;
Patio Table w/ Glass Top; Pressure washer; 6 Chairs; Umbrella
Tools, Axes; Recliner; Twin
Beds; Desks; Book Cases; TV.
(774) 262-0442
ALUMINUM OUTSIDE PATIO
FURNITURE WITH CUSHIONS: 6 Swivel Chairs, Lounge
Chair, Three-Seat Glider, TwoSeat Glider, Glass Coffee Table,
Glass Side Table, Will Sell Individually, Excellent Condition,
Never Been Outside! (508) 2342573
ANGLE IRON CUTTER For
Shelving 4W296, HK Potter
2790. Normally Sells For $700.
$50 OBO. Call 5pm-8:30pm,
(508)867-6546
ARMOIRE - Large Bassett
light pine entertainment armoire. 2’ deep, 45” wide, 6’8”
high. Excellent condition. $250
860-928-5319
BICYCLES FOR SALE: One
Men’s And One Women’s
Bicycle Specialized Crossroad
Size Medium, Avenir Seat,
Himano Revoshifts, 7 Speeds
& More, Mint Condition.
A Must See. Asking
$175/Each. Call (508) 3473145.
COMPLETE
MACHINE
SHOP: Bridgeports, C & C
Milling Machine, Lathes, Air
Compressors, Fork Trucks, Drill
Presses, A Complete Mezzanine 3,500 sq.ft. NEVER INSTALLED! Pallet Racking, Electric Pallet Jacks. (508) 792-9950
CRAFTSMAN ROLL Around
Tool Box: 6 Drawers,
52Hx34Wx19D $100. Computer Desk 23Dx30Hx47W
$30.00. Glass Chess Set
$15.00. Poker Chips/ Aluminum
Case $20.00. Leapfrog 6 Books
$25.00. Call (508) 867-4546
DINING ROOM TABLE Center
Leaf With Four Chairs $100.
Screenhouse 8 Panel, 4’ Wide
Screen Sections, All New Rubber Connectors. In Great
Shape! $300. Hand Tools-All
Different Kinds. (860) 947-0290.
Vtgreenmountainboy@
Charter.Net
ELECTRICAL MATERIAL:
Industrial, Commercial, Residential. Wire, Pipe, Fittings, Relays, Coils, Overloads, Fuses,
Breakers, Meters, Punches,
Pipe-Benders. New Recessed
Troffer, Flourescent 3-Tube T-8
277V Fixtures Enclosed $56
Each. Call 5pm-8:30pm.
(508)867-6546
FINLAND BLUE FOX
JACKET: By Michael Valente
Size 8, very good condition.
$100 OBO. Vintage Black
American Sable Coat, sz. small
$50 OBO 508-864-4075

KENMORE ELITE MICROWAVE W/ Convection
Oven $75. 860-928-0281
MOTORS: 1/2HP 230/460V
1725RPM, 56 Frame $30. 5HP,
230/460V 1740RPM, 184T
Frame/TEFC $100. 5HP,
230/460V 3495RPM, 184T
Frame/TEFC $100. 4 Motor
Speed Controls Hitachi J100,
400/460V Best Offer. Call 5pm8:30pm 508-867-6546
MOVING SALE: Hillsboro FullSize Iron Sleigh-Bed with Box
Spring & Mattress. Excellent
Condition. $1,000. Walnut
Dresser & Nightstand and
Full/queen Headboard. Excellent Condition $450. Beige Reclining Lift Chair $350. White
Couch and Blue Velvet Chair &
Floral Chair $450. 48” Round
Slate and Cherry Coffee Table
with Matching End Table $500.
Antique Dining Room Set; Table
w/ Six Chairs, Buffet Server,
China Cabinet & Secretary.
Excellent Condition $1,500.
queen Size Hillsboro Iron Bed
w/ Beautyrest Black Box Spring
and Mattress. Excellent Condition. $2,000. (508) 987-2419
NEW BALANCE SNEAKERS: 3 Pair, Black Leather
Walking Shoes, Velcro Close,
Never Worn! 91/2 Wide.
$60/each. (508) 637-1304
NICHOLS and STONE
Pedestal Dining Table:
78”x60”plus 18” Extension, 6
Side Chairs $800. Harden Gold
Wedge Sofa Excellent Condition $400,. (774) 241-0141
NORDIC TRACK TRL625:
Recumbent cycle w/stabilizing
ﬂoor bar for secure balance.
TREADMILL - for therapeutic ﬁtness (walking & jogging) (for up
to 400 lbs.) $300 each OBO
both in excellent condition. 508892-3998, 508-723-4452
NORDITRAC EXERCISE, EXERCISE BIKE, LARGE PET
CARRIER, THREE SPEED
MEN’S COLOMBIA BIKE.
BEST OFFER. (508) 278-3988
PRECISION 15 DAY SAILER
with Trailer Speciﬁcations: LOA15, LWL-13’9”, BEAM-7’,
DRAFT, Board Up-0’6”DRAFT,
Board Down-3’8” In Pristine
Condition with Mainsail and Jib.
$2,500 obol. Mercury 50HP
Outboard 2-Stroke $300 obo.
(860) 338-3797
REMEMBER YOUR SWEETHEART: Collection of Victorian
Era hand-painted items ALL
with roses: vases, rose bowls,
pitchers, chocolate pot, cake
sets, planters. No reasonable
offer refused. 508-237-2362
Auburn

**********

RETIRED
FORMER
HOME IMPROVEMENT
CONTRACTOR: Selling All
Power and Hand Tools, As
Well As Good Cargo Van.
(203) 731-1750 Evenings or
AM. Connecticut Location
**********
SEARS 12” BANDSAW. New
Total Gym. (774) 241-0027

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-536-5836
010 FOR SALE
Small Bureau $75.00. Printer’s
Antique Drawers $20.00 Per.
Fake Brick Fireplace With
Heater $140.00.Kitchen Chairs.
Spare Tire P225/60r16 Eagle
GA With Rim $45.00. Vanity
Table & Chair $135.00. Car
Sunroofs $100.00 Per. Homemade Pine Coffee Table And
Two End Tables$100.00. Antique Lamp Jug $40.00. Antique
Croquet Set $40.00. Wood
Truck Ramps 8 Foot $100.00.
Drop Leaf Cart $50.00. End
Table W/Drawer $50.00. End
Table W/Drawer $60.00. Call 1508-764-4458,
1-774-452-3514
SNOW TIRES: Like new (4)
Firestone Winter Force 215/6015. $240. BECKETT BURNER,
CONTROL AND AqUASTAT:
Runs great, Instruction, wiring
and owners manual $250. ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREE
WITH STAND : 6 FT. Storage
box included. Excellent condition $50. CAST IRON CHRISTMAS TREE STAND: Beautiful
$20. SUNBEAM WHOLE
HOUSE HUMIDIFIER: Used,
works great, 6-7 gallon, faux
wood cabinet on casters. $50.
14” SNOW CHAINS: Used,
very good condition $25. 15”
CABLE SNOW CHAINS: New
$45. Call Ed. 508-479-9752

TABLE AND 4 CHAIRS Heavy, honey pine, 24” leaf,
paid $800, asking $325 call
860-935-0149
TOOL SHEDS Made of Texture
1-11: 8x8 $1075 8x10 $1260;
8x12 $1350; 8x16 $1675 Delivered, Built On-Site. Other Sizes
Available. CALL (413) 324-1117
TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- Evergreens, Excellent
Privacy Border. HemlocksSpruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
England
Fieldstone
Round/Flat, Excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $28/Ton
(508) 278-5762 Evening
TWO DRESSERS best offer.
Custom made parlor cabinet,
$1500. Glass door hutch - best
offer. John Deere snowblower
(like new) $700 - must be seen!
Call for appt. 774-507-6315

100 GENERAL
107 MISC. FREE
FREE:9 oz. bottle of Remington
razor power cleaner. Must pick up in
North Grosvenordale.
860-497-0290

200 GEN. BUSINESS
205 BOATS
15’ STARCRAFT ALUMINUM
CANOE with Keel. $350. Call
(508) 278-2083
16FT OLDTOWN OTTER
KAYAK: 2 Person, Paddles
Included. $500. (508) 347-9979
2013 MIRRO-CRAFT 14’6”
Boat Trolle1416 2013 40HP
Yamaha Motor, Full Cover
Hummingbird Fish Finder,
Many Extras, Boat, Motor, and
2014 Trailer Like New, Ready to
Go! Call (860) 935-0340 Leave
Message. Price $8,500.00
CANOE - 17’ GRUMMAN
ALUMINUM, ﬂat bottom. Ideal
for ﬁshing and family fun. $850.
Call Sue 860-412-9632
OLD TOWN CANOE: 1931 old
town 18’ restored Maine guide
canoe. Clear resin coated,
Mahogany gun wales and
caned seats, a third seat
mahogany caned seat and
back. Paddles included. Perfect
for the wooden canoe
enthusiast. $5800.00. (508)4790230

265 FUEL/WOOD
FIREWOOD: Cut, Split &
Delivered. Green & Seasoned.
Wood Lots Wanted. Call
Paul(508)769-2351

283 PETS
STANDARD WHITE POODLES: Males & females, ready
to go, best blood line in country,
good agility. $700 each. Shots &
wormed. 413-262-5082

284 LOST & FOUND
PETS

Did you find
your pet?
Or find a home
for one?

LET US KNOW!!!
Please call us so that we
can take your ad
out of the paper...

Town-To-Town
Classifieds
508-909-4111

546 CEMETERY LOTS
WORCESTER COUNTY
MEMORIAL PARK: Garden
of Faith, Paxton, MA. 2 LOTS
FOR SALE. BUY ONE FOR
$2,500. GET 2nd LOT FOR
FREE!! Call Dick. 508-612-9263
WORCESTER
COUNTY
MEMORIAL PARK: Paxton,
MA, Garden of Heritage. Plot
535C 1—2, Asking $3,000.
(508) 248-7750

550 MOBILE HOMES
PARK MODEL: Located at
Highview Campground, West
Brookﬁeld.Seasonal 4/15-10/15
Two Bedroom with Addition and
Storage Shed. (508) 873-6312,
(508) 867-8736

Email
Us!

286 LIVESTOCK
HORSE BEDDING: Pine Bag
Shavings 3.25 cubic feet,
$4.85/each. HORSE HAY for
Sale Big Squares 3’ x 3’ x 71/2’
Square Bales. EXCELLENT for
Horses. West Brookﬁeld. Call
(508) 867-2508

298 WANTED TO BUY
ROUTE 169 ANTIQUES:
884 Worcester St., Southbridge MA. Looking To
Purchase Antiques And
Collectibles Single Items Or
Entire Estates. We Buy It All
And Also Do On-Site Estate
Sales And Estate Auction.
We are now accepting dealers for our multi-dealer group
shop. Call Mike Anytime
(774)230-1662.
MOPEDS&OLDERSCOOTERS
AND MOTORCYCLES. Call
Travis. (774) 242-9227
WAR RELICS & WAR
SOUVENIRS WANTED: WWII
& EARLIER CA$H WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, Daggers, Bayonets, Medals, Badges, Flags,
Uniforms, etc. Over 30 Years Experience.
Call
David
1-(508)688-0847. I’l Come To
YOU!

300 HELP WANTED
310 GENERAL HELP
WANTED
DOUGLAS
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS Substitute Custodians - Interested candidates
should send a letter of intent, resume, and three recent letters of
recommendation to: Jeffrey Kollett, 21 Davis Street, Douglas,
MA 01516. All appointments are
conditional based on a satisfactory CORI and SAFIS Background check per 603 CMR
51.00 The Douglas Public
Schools welcomes and is open
to all students, and offers opportunities in all approved programs
and courses of study without regard to race, color, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, religion, national origin, homelessness, or disability.
Part time help needed to
stack ﬁrewood and run equipment. Starting at $12 an hour.
Please call 413-245-9615 to
apply.

400 SERVICES
402 GENERAL SERVICES
LEE IRISH DANCE - Irish
dance lessons for ages 5+.
Summer classes enrolling
now. Southbridge, MA and
Charlton, MA Weekday
evening and weekend morning
classes.
info@leeirishdance.com 860382-3447
leeirishdance.com

454 HOME
IMPROVEMENT
FURNITURE DOCTOR: Have
your furniture Professionally
restored at Reasonable rates.
Furniture face lifting, painting,
striping to Reﬁnishing, caning and
repairs. ANTIqUE DOCTOR,
Daniel Ross (508)248-9225 or
(860)382-5410. 30 years in
business
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What’s On
Your Mind?
We’d Like
to Know.

700 AUTOMOTIVE
705 AUTO ACCESSORIES
CAR COVERS: Custom Fit,
Excellent Condition. (Hail, Snow
Protection). Audi A4, A5, and
Subaru CXT. NEW LASER
CUT FLOORMATS for recent
A4. Email: aspen400@
verizon.net. SAVE $$
WEATHERTECH FLOORLINERS for 2013 Ford F-150 Supercab Over-the-hump style,
front & back, excellent condition
BO 860-208-0078

720 CLASSICS
1951 FORD CUSTOM
CONVERTIBLE: V8, Standard
Transmission with Overdrive,
Excellent Driver & Show-Car.
$42,900. (860) 377-7230
1977 CORVETTE Automatic,
Red, Rebuilt Original Motor
350HP, Rebuilt Front Suspension, Rebuilt Rear End with 3:55
Gears, Excellent Body, Solid
Frame, Painted and Restored in
1996, Runs Excellent, No Winters! $11,000 obo. Call or Text
774-318-7014

725 AUTOMOBILES
1999 FORD MUSTANG
CONVERTIBLE: 35th Anniversary Edition. 121,000 miles, 5
speed manual transmission, V8, Great Condition Inside and
Out! Always Garaged. $4,500 or
best reasonable offer. Call (508)
943-7705 to See
2011 DODGE CHALLENGER:
305 hp V6 SE auto w/slap stick
Mango Tango w/black strips
59,000 miles, Loaded, remote
start. $14,500. 508-864-1906
VW ROUTAN $5,500 2009,
108K miles, Great condition,
new front & rear brakes. Third
row, towing & roof rack features.
860-428-7170

740 MOTORCYCLES
1982 HONDA GOLDWING
ASPENCADE: 25,500 Original
Miles, One-Owner, Recent
Tires, Battery, Front Fork Seals,
Plus Cover, 2 Helmets, Extras!
$3,000 or Best Reasonable
Offer. (774) 696-0219
1985 HONDA ELITE MOTOR
SCOOTER: 150 CC’s, Only
2,257 miles, Original Owner, Excellent Condition. $1,200. Call
Dave (508) 765-0656

740 MOTORCYCLES
AMERICAN IRON HORSE
(2005): Pro-Street Softail, 3,000
miles, Polished 111 S&S Motor,
6-speed, Dual Disc, 280 Rear,
Right Hand Drive, Bought Leftover in 2008. $11,000 or bo.
(508) 733-8020, (774) 280-9865
CAN-AM SPYDER MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE: 2011, Excellent Condition, 13,000 Miles,
One Owner, Never Saw Rain.
Asking $10,500. A Lot of Extras!
(508) 248-5406

745 RECREATIONAL
VEHICLES
TRAVEL TRAILER 31’ 2010
Flagstaff: 2 outside doors,2 slideouts, large awning, roomy bedrooms, large front kitchen, excellent condition. $14,000. Putnam. 860-208-7160

760 VANS/TRUCKS
2008 RAM (BIGHORN)
TRUCK: Hemi Motor, 4 Door, In
Great Condition, Only 37,000
miles. Call for more info. SERIOUS INTERESTS ONLY. (413)
245-9651

765 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
1997 BOBCAT 763 skid steer
loader in great condition. 1800
hours, 46hp. Auxiliary hydraulics
$2100. 617-706-6736

Send your
letters to:
adam@
villager
newspapers
.

575 VACATION RENTALS
CAPE COD TIME SHARE
FOR SALE: Edgewater
Beach Resort, 95 Chase Avenue, Dennisport, MA 02639
On the water, Studio (Unit
706). Permanent Week 33
(August). Deeded rights.You’ll
own it for a lifetime & can be
passed down to your children
and grandchildren. $5000.
(508)347-3145

NOW BOOKING
NEXT SUMMER
********

CAPE COD
South Dennis
off Rte. 134:

Cozy 3 BR, (dbl, queen,
2 twins) 1 bath home with
full kitchen & microwave,
washer/dryer, screened in
porch w/ picnic table, grill,
cable TV. Outdoor shower.
On dead-end street.
Near shopping, theater,
restaurants, bike trail,
fishing, playground,
10 minutes from bay and
ocean side beaches.
Off season rates available
Call Janet
at 508-865-1583

after 6 pm, or email
June at
junosima@icloud.com
for more information

l
i
a
m
E
Us!
What’s On
Your Mind?
We’d Like
to Know.
Email us your
thoughts to:
charlie@
villager
newspapers.com

Local

Heroes

500 REAL ESTATE
505 APARTMENTS FOR
RENT
WEBSTER - 2 bedroom apt.
on 2nd ﬂoor of six family, close
to downtown. No Pets. 1st and
last, $800 a month.
860-864-2688

546 CEMETERY LOTS
2 CEMETERY PLOTS: Garden
of Honor, Lot #156A Spaces 1-2,
Worcester County Memorial Park,
Paxton, MA. $2,500 each or both
for $4,000. (774) 272-1921

FOUND HERE!

We’d Love
To Hear
From You!
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