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“When I started 
counting my 
blessings, my 
whole world 

turned around.” 

� - Willie Nelson
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The Woodstock Academy boys’ soccer team gathers for a team photo following its 3-0 victory over Windham High in the Eastern Connecticut Conference tournament experience 
Region III championship game, played at the Bentley Athletic Complex on Saturday, Nov. 14. With the win the Centaurs finished the season undefeated and untied (11-0-0).

Woodstock Academy caps undefeated season with Region Championship
BY KEN POWERS

SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

WOODSTOCK — A turnaround of 
epic proportions does not seem to be 
a dramatic enough phrase to accu-
rately describe what the Woodstock 
Academy boys’ soccer team accom-
plished this fall.

The Centaurs, a one-win team 
a year ago, who finished this sea-
son undefeated, capped off a cam-
paign to remember by capturing the 
Eastern Connecticut Conference 

Tournament Experience Region 
III Championship with a 3-0 win 
over Windham High at the Bentley 
Athletic Complex on Saturday, Nov. 
14.

“Talk about extremes; it was a mas-
sive turnaround,” said Woodstock 
coach Paul Rearden, whose 2019 team 
compiled a 1-12-3 season. “I think it’s 
important to point out that, although 
the results last year didn’t paint a 
great picture, our performances last 
year versus our record on paper, 

didn’t do the season justice.
“We had some really good games 

last year and lost them by a goal 
or two,” continued Rearden, whose 
team finished 11-0. “In those games, 
if you had gone on the balance of 
play and chances created, we should 
have won those games. But last year 
we could not score a goal to save our 
life. And, at the other end, we didn’t 
have as many natural defenders and 
every mistake that we made, we got 
punished for it.”

Woodstock entered the champi-
onship game having defeated the 
Bombers the only time the teams met 
this year, 2-1, in the regular-season 
finale. Fearing the previous win may 
affect his team’s mindset, he told his 
players the night before the match 
while it was great to win the first 10 
games, people only remember how 
you did in the final game, especially 
when there is a title at stake.

From worst to first

Turn To SOCCER, page  A7

PUTNAM — Thomas A. 
Borner, President of the Putnam 
Area Foundation, announced 
the award of $7,500 in grants to 
three local organizations with 
missions providing critical sup-
port to the residents of Putnam 
and the surrounding areas. 
The organizations awarded 
the grants are TEEG, head-

quartered in Thompson, Daily 
Bread in Putnam and Project 
Pin in Plainfield. 

Both Tim Kettle of Project 
Pin, and Karen Osbrey of Daily 
Bread, expressed appreciation 
on behalf of their respective 
organizations for the grants 
being made at a crucial time. 

Anne Miller, Executive 

Director of TEEG, commented 
that “This year has shown us 
the very worst of what a pan-
demic can mean, but it has also 
shown us the very best of the 
generous spirit of Northeast 
Connecticut. We are very grate-
ful for this gift as it will allow 
us to help with the increase 

BY JASON BLEAU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

POMFRET – Students of the 
Pomfret Community School 
sixth grade class have con-
cluded a weeks-long initiative 
collecting hundreds of items 
to benefit a local recovery cen-
ter in Putnam.

Members of the PCS 
Peace Jam organization, the 
school’s chapter of the inter-
national movement that seeks 
to empower youth to embrace 
a sense of agency and their 
abilities to educate their 
communities about social 
justice causes, collected vari-
ous items for three weeks all 
to benefit Kasia’s Hope, an 
adult recovery center located 
in Putnam that celebrated its 

grand opening in October of 
2020. The center seeks to be 
a refuge for those suffering 
from addiction and put an 
end to the stigma that keeps 
addicts from recovery.

To help support Kasia’s 
Hope, the PCS Peace Jam 
group worked with the sixth 
grade class to collect 285 
items including books, jour-
nals, puzzles, class supplies 
and even personal care items 
to assist those utilizing the 
services of the center. Ethan 
Schultz, one of the leaders of 
PCS Peace Jam, said he was 
proud of the success and the 
support they received from 
their classmates.

“I feel very happy and bless-

WOODSTOCK —  It was 
a beautiful day to be outside 
and pop-up tents signaled the 
festivities on the lawn of the 
First Congregational Church of 
Woodstock.  

“Our annual Christmas on 
the Hill holiday fair became 
and outdoor bazaar this year,” 
said Rev. Kevin Downer.  “We 
are grateful to all our patrons 
and sponsors for their flexibili-
ty and generosity as we adapted 
to Covid restrictions.”

Patrons stopped by to pick 
up pre-ordered baked goods and 
chicken pot pies.  They browsed 
through tables with handmade 
washable masks and purchased 
wreaths, greens. and holiday 
decorations.

Proceeds from the fair sup-
port ministries of the church 
and outreach to the local com-
munity and beyond.  

Lisa Haupt, Director of Family 
Ministries, explains: “An exam-
ple of a recent initiative made 
possible by fair income is a gift 
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Christmas on the Hill 
moves outside

Photo Courtesy

Rev. Kevin Downer (center) and Volunteers gather on the church steps 
before the fair begins.

Putnam Area Foundation 
announces grant recipients

Photo Courtesy

Members of the Pomfret Community School Peace Jam group collected 
285 items to help support Kasia’s Hope.

PCS Peace Jam 
donates goods 

to Kasia’s Hope
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Villager Almanac

Bird sightings at the Connecticut Audubon Society 
Center at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Nov. 16: Eastern Towhee, Northern 
Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk, Sharp-shinned Hawk, 
Pileated Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Raven, 
Mockingbird, Bluebird, American Tree Sparrow, Junco, 
Song Sparrow. Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

At CT Audubon

St. James celebrates 150th anniversary
Marilyn Labbe, the former director of 

the Killingly Historical Center, recent-
ly sent me copies of several historical 
articles pertaining to Killingly that she 
had come across. One was an obituary 
of a “Pioneer in Electric Railroading; 
Drove First Car to Putnam; Inventor of 
Trolley Harp” which she came across 
in the scrapbook of Hope Eddy Kennedy 
of Foster, Rhode Island. The date Sept. 
4, 1941 was written on the paper. From 
information on the site findagrave, this 
seems to be the death date, not that of 
the paper. Although the paper was not 
noted, Marilyn thought that it was prob-
ably the Windham County Transcript. 
Following are extracts from the article.

“Percy Clifford Bliven died last 
Thursday at his home in South 
Killingly, the community where he had 
resided for thirty-nine years. He was 
born in North Stonington, April 25, 
1872, a son of Joshua and Elsie Moffit 
Bliven. The major part of his life was 
spent in the service of the street railway 
company. He furnished the ties for the 
electric line running through Danielson 
to Putnam, and later in 1902, he entered 
the employ of the company as a motor-
man, running the first car over the 
tracks through Danielson to Putnam 
to Webster. In 1907 he invented a trol-
ley harp and wheel, which did away 
with the difficulty of changing a wheel, 
as this harp opened and a new wheel 
could be inserted in a few seconds. 
This invention was manufactured and 
put on all cars through New England, 
New York and the West. A company 
was formed in 1908, under the name 
of the Bliven Manufacturing Company 
(which was located in Putnam). During 
his employment with the railway com-
pany, Mr. Bliven was given charge of 
construction of all bridges built over 
the railway line. Later he built the con-
crete apron at what is known as Dyer 
Dam, where divers were employed, tak-
ing a year to complete the work.

“Mr. Bliven left the employment of the 
railway company because of ill health 
and built a home in South Killingly, 
entering on a business career there, 
where he conducted a filling station and 

store. During his 
last years he worked 
as a carpenter.”

Percy Bliven mar-
ried first Emeline 
Hovey Bliven who 
died in 1931. In 1938, 
he married Miss 
Florence Wood of 
Danielson who sur-
vived him. Two 
daughters by his 
first marriage also 
survived him: Pansy Bliven Gates 
and Florence Miller Barlow. Percy 
was interred in the South Killingly 
Cemetery adjacent to his first wife and 
his daughter Myrtice.

Did you know that St. James Church 
will celebrate its 150th anniversary as 
a parish and the 125th anniversary of 
the arrival of the LaSalette priests the 
weekend of Dec. 5-6? “The History of 
Windham County, Connecticut,” edit-
ed by Richard Bayles (published in 
1889) gives some very early history of 
the church before it was a parish. “St. 
James Roman Catholic Church had its 
beginning here in the labors of Father 
McCabe, a Franciscan monk from 
Ireland, who was the pioneer priest of 
this county. Jesuit missionaries from 
Boston had visited this region occa-
sionally, passing through perhaps two 
or three times a year, and saying mass 
in the towns on the way. The mission 
of Father McCabe extended beyond 
this county as far as Colchester. He 
began his work here in 1851. The first 
mass said by Father McCabe was in 
a house on Franklin Street, by Five 
Mile River. Afterwards services were 
held in Bacon’s Hall. Father McCabe 
died in Danielsonville about 1862. 
John Quinn succeeded him as pastor 
of this church. Father Quinn made his 
residence at Moosup and this church 
then became a mission. The Second 
Advent chapel (Winter Street) and the 
lot upon which it stood, were private 
property, and were now purchased by 
Father Quinn, of Sally D. Brown, Aug. 
29, 1864, and that became the nucleus of 
St. James Church, as it is today (1889), 

the Advent chapel 
being the transept 
of the present struc-
ture. The front part 
of the building was 
added during the 
pastorate of Father 
Quinn, who also 
bought addition-
al land adjoining 
on the north, of 
Elisha Chamberlin, 
July 3rd, 1869. This 

extended to the corner of Hutchins and 
Mechanic Streets, and the parochial 
residence was soon after built upon it 
by Father Quinn. In September 1869, 
Father Princen, a Belgian priest, fol-
lowed as parish priest of St. James. The 
cemetery ground, comprising several 
acres, a short distance northwest of the 
church, was bought by Father Quinn, 
and in November 1870, this and the 
church lots were transferred by him 
to St. James Catholic Church. Father 
Princen built the sanctuary and vestry 
to the church. He remained here until 
his death, which occurred in April, 
1883.” (p.971). 

Father John J. O’Neill, current pas-
tor of the church, has been writing 
tidbits in his Daydreams of a Pastor 
column in the church bulletin about 
the church history. His list of pastors 
is as follows: Rev. A. Princen, 1870-
1883; Rev. Thomas J. Preston, 1883-1895; 
Rev. Clovis Socquet, M. S., 1895-1898; 
Rev. John Guinet, M. S., 1898-1905; Rev. 
Celestin Crozet, M. S., 1905-1912; Rev. 
Julien M. Ginet, M. S., 1912-1921; Rev. 
Jean Roux, M. S., 1921-1924; Rev. Joseph 
Deschaux-Beaume, M. S. 1924-1926; Rev. 
Antheime Mollard, M. S. 1926-1947; 
Rev. Leo Martel, M. S. 1947-1957; Rev. 
Armand Nadeau, M S. 1957-1967; Rev.
Emile Dusseault, M. S. 1967-1979; Rev. 
Richard Boucher, M. S. 1979-1991; Rev. 
John J. O’Neill, M. S. 1991-present. The 
Missionaries of LaSallette (M.S.) are 
celebrating their 125th anniversary in 
the parish. “On December 3rd 1895 the 
LaSalettes were asked to minister at St. 
James in Danielson” (Bulletin Aug. 23 
& Sept. 20).

The original St. James School opened 
on September 5, 1874 and was located 
where the present church parking lot 
now stands. Some of you may have 
actually attended that school. The pres-
ent church was constructed in 1900. For 
many years the Sisters of St. Joseph 
staffed the school and assisted in the 
parish. Perhaps some of you recall 
the more recent ones---Sr. Ernestine, 
Sr. Isabelle, Sr. Adele, and Sr. Ethel. 
For over a decade the Sisters of the 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
(Sr. Noble, Sr. Rani, Sr. Bridget, and Sr. 
Anila) have assisted the parish in many 
ways (Bulletin 10/25/20).

Masses for the 150th anniversary will 
be at 12 Noon and 4:30 p.m. on Dec. 5 
and 7, 9, and 11 a.m. on Dec. 6. Face 
coverings are required, and social dis-
tancing is practiced. Fr John notes in 
the church bulletins, memorial dona-
tions in memory of loved ones, for the 
“St. James Heavenly Hall of Fame” 
“are most welcome.” Please put their 
names in an envelope and drop them 
off in Church or mail to 12 Franklin 
St., Danielson, CT 06239. For informa-
tion on the availability of a virtual 
masses and other announcements visit 
the website at stjameschurchdanielson.
com.

The mail and answering machine are 
being checked although the Killingly 
Historical and Genealogical Center is 
closed.

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly 
Municipal Historian, November, 2020. 
Special thanks to Marilyn Labbe and 
Rev. John J. O’Neill. For additional 
information email me at margaretm-
weaver@gmail.com or visit the Killingly 
Historical & Genealogical Center Wed. or 
Sat. 10-4 (when it reopens) or www.kill-
inglyhistorical.org. or call 860-779-7250 
(when the Historical Center reopens). 
Like us at Facebook at www.facebook.
com/killinglyhistoricalsociety. Mail for 
the Killingly Historical & Genealogical 
Society, Inc. or the Killingly Historical 
and Genealogical Center should be sent 
to PO Box 265, Danielson, CT 06329.

MARGARET 
WEAVER

Killingly 
at 300

Putnam police log
PUTNAM — The Putnam Police Department reports the 

following recent arrests.
Jonathan Austin, age 27, of Putnam was arrested on Nov. 17 

for Disorderly Conduct and Criminal Violation of a Protective 
Order.

Victoria Cusson, age 20, of Putnam was arrested on Nov. 
21 for Disorderly Conduct and three counts of Assault in the 
Third Degree. 

Michael J. Donovan, age 33, of Putnam was arrested on Nov. 
22 for Breach of Peace and Disorderly Conduct.

Police Logs

Woodstock Dems to 
hold Winter Boot Drive 

to benefit TEEG  
and area children

WOODSTOCK — Warm, winter boots 
are a basic need of children here in New 
England, and something every child 
deserves. The Woodstock Democratic 
Town Committee wants to help fill this 
special need.

The Democratic Town Committee 
invites residents to participate in our 
Holiday Winter Boot Drive to benefit 
children from Woodstock and neighbor-
ing towns through TEEG. The event will 
take place Saturday, Dec. 5, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Woodstock Volunteer 
Fire Station #76, 399 Route 169, in South 
Woodstock.

Please bring new, unwrapped winter 
boots in children’s sizes for either gen-
der and in original packaging to WVFA 
Station #76 on Dec. 5th between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.  The Woodstock Democratic 
Town Committee will turn over all 
donations to TEEG.  In its role as a 
youth services bureau, TEEG will dis-
tribute the donated boots to deserving 
families in Woodstock and neighboring 
communities it serves.

Donors who prefer to contribute 

cash can bring donations to the boot 
drive or mail checks, payable to TEEG, 
to the Woodstock Democratic Town 
Committee, ATTN: Holiday Winter 
Boot Drive, P.O. Box 813, Woodstock, 
CT  06281.  Cash donations will be used 
to purchase additional boots for area 
children. 

Last year, TEEG served 87 families 
(250 individuals) in Woodstock.  But 
“families that struggle to afford food 
and rent often do not have a budget for 
children’s footwear,” said Anne Miller, 
TEEG executive director.  

“WDTC’s Holiday Winter Boot Drive 
will make sure that every child who 
needs warm, winter boots gets them!” 
Miller said.

“The Democratic Town Committee 
is pleased to host a community ser-
vice project in these times of particular 
health and economic distress,” WDTC 
Chair

Charles Super said. 
“Please support this community effort 

to benefit Woodstock children,” he said.

www.860Local.com



WILLIMANTIC —  The global pan-
demic has decimated many industries, 
including the nonprofit and social ser-
vices sectors that provide essential sup-
port to local communities. In today’s 
socially distanced world, how do tradi-
tional service-based institutions contin-
ue to lend a helping hand? The Center 
for Community Engagement (CCE) at 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
tackled this dilemma this fall by creat-
ing new ways to meet the needs of the 
Windham community.

In a typical semester, the CCE 
deploys hundreds of student volun-
teers throughout the Windham area to 
perform thousands of hours of service 
through weekly programs and special 
events. Due to pandemic safety pro-
tocols, the CCE was forced to reduce 
its nearly 40 weekly programs to five 
socially distanced adaptations this fall. 
A pandemic-inspired sixth program 
was also launched.

In deciding which weekly programs 
to adapt, CCE staff first determined its 
community partners’ most vulnerable 
populations, and then determined how 
to safely offer support in this “new 
normal.” Preference went to programs 
that engage the elderly - whose mental 
health has suffered from familial iso-
lation - and youth, who face education 
and socialization challenges because 
of remote schooling. The CCE was also 
able to carry forward two other pro-
grams that engage middle-aged adults.

“So much of our work is on the 
ground, but we didn’t want to leave 
the community abandoned,” said CCE 
Associate Director Kemesha Wilmot. 
“We’re happy we were able to translate 
our support virtually and keep up the 
important work that our community 
partners rely on-as well as continue to 
offer these opportunities for students.”

To meet the technological limitations 
of the partnering organizations and cli-
ents, the CCE utilized a combination 
of online video chat platforms, social 
media and video content, and old-fash-
ioned pen and paper.

The residents at St. Joseph Senior 
Living Center in Windham have been 
identified as some of the CCE’s most 
at-risk clientele. For one hour each 
week, six volunteers chat with guests 
via FaceTime as St. Joseph staff cir-
culate iPads among the center’s three 
residential wings.

“These conversations help them to 
feel connected to people outside of the 
facility,” said Wilmot, referring to the 
center’s restrictions on visitors due to 
COVID-19. “They look forward to the 
calls; sometimes they ask for help from 
the St. Joseph staff to have their make-
up done in advance of the calls. They 
want to look good for our students.”

“Having led this program in previous 
semesters, I do miss having the face-to-
face contact with the residents, hanging 
out, coloring, playing bingo,” said stu-
dent leader Mayra Santos Acosta, who 
majors in health sciences. “Every time 
we FaceTime, they’re in awe that we can 
see and talk to each other through these 

‘tiny devices.’ They just love talking 
with us and sharing their stories. And 
they never fail to mention how much 
they miss us and how much they would 
like for us to come to the center.”

The program with the Douglas Manor 
nursing home in Windham has taken 
a refreshing approach to the remote 
mandates of the pandemic. Unable to 
enter the facility and opting out of a vir-
tual component, this program’s seven 
volunteers have become pen pals with 
Douglas Manor residents. Student lead-
er Zaira Hernandez acts as the courier, 
delivering and retrieving letters to and 
from the facility. Some of her deliver-
ies include care packages consisting of 
coloring materials, flowers and cross-
word puzzles, based on the interests 
described in the pen pals’ letters.

“Many of our volunteers have never 
had a pen pal before, so this has been 
an exciting opportunity for them,” said 
Hernandez, who majors in Spanish and 
criminology. “I’m happy to say this has 
been an enriching experience.”

One of the CCE’s most important com-
munity partners is Windham Public 
Schools. As a brand-new project this 
semester, CCE volunteers have been 
creating and uploading short educa-
tional videos to the CCE’s Facebook and 
YouTube pages. More than 20 Eastern 
students have produced 23 videos for 
elementary-aged children spanning a 
variety of topics, including mathemat-
ics and boardgame tutorials, story time, 
science experiments, arts and crafts, 
and more. Young children can learn 
how to play Battleship, create art using 
fallen leaves, make a pumpkin volcano, 
get study tips on how to do schoolwork 
at home and more.

“The idea for this project came from 
discussions we had with staff from the 
afterschool programs as a way to engage 
the children when we can’t be with 
them in person,” said CCE Director 
Kim Silcox. “The projects in the videos 
are what the volunteers would be doing 
if we were able to go into the afterschool 
programs in person.”

Student leader Jack Irvine, who 
majors in liberal studies, added, “This 
new program has given us a fun way to 
indirectly interact with the students in 
the school system. The volunteers are 
extremely engaged and love making 
the videos. You can see the tremendous 
amounts of effort that they put into each 
video.”

To view the content, visit the CCE’s 
Facebook page at  https://www.face-
book.com/ECSUCenterforCommunity
Engagement  or at the YouTube chan-
nel «Eastern Center for Community 
Engagement.» 

Another first this semester is the vir-
tual pilot with Nutmeg Big Brothers Big 
Sisters (NBBBS), which partners with 
Windham Middle School and Eastern 

to provide mentorship opportunities 
involving college students and middle 
schoolers. Seven Eastern volunteers, 
known as “bigs,” work with seven “lit-
tles” one hour each week via Zoom 
and Google Classroom on schoolwork, 
games and other activities.

“Considering the circumstances, my 
volunteers are doing amazing work,” 
said student leader Camryn Tyson, who 
double majors in elementary education 
and liberal studies. “Each activity is 
designed to create conversations and 
learning experiences between the big 
and little. It’s not easy to keep a child 
interested through a webcam, but I’ve 
witnessed our volunteers connect with 
their littles in many ways.”

Another virtual pilot is the CCE’s 
partnership with the Connecticut 
Department of Corrections’ Second 
Chance program, in which Eastern vol-
unteers serve as tutors and teaching 
assistants for inmates who are pursu-
ing GEDs or college credit. Via Zoom, 
professional instructors teach courses 
in English, sociology, entrepreneurship 
and math, while Eastern volunteers 
assist with the content during breakout 
sessions and serve as tutors in a virtual 
writing center. Nine students volun-
teer in two-hour sessions on a rotating 
schedule four days a week.

“Our volunteers have grown accus-
tomed to online learning,” said student 
leader Zaira Hernandez, who also runs 
the Douglas Manor program. “While 
technological difficulties can get annoy-
ing, assisting the students is not diffi-
cult. We all wish that we could meet in 
person for greater growth and connec-
tion, but we’re making do as best we can 
right now.”

The CCE’s partnership with the 
Connecticut Community for Addiction 
Recovery (CCAR) in Windham is anoth-
er longstanding program that’s been 
adapted for the pandemic. Via WebEx, 
12 volunteers sit in on all-recovery 
meetings and offer vocational support. 
In two-hour sessions four days a week, 
students participate in the meetings, 
hearing the guests’ stories and sharing 
their own, then provide assistance with 
resume writing and job searching.

“This has been a big change from how 
this program typically runs, but we’ve 
taken it on with enthusiasm and a pos-
itive attitude,” said student leader and 
mathematics major Lexi Mastroianni, 
who co-runs the program with polit-
ical science and criminology double 
major Tashieka Sangster. “The guests 
at the recovery center took some time 
adjusting to us being on the screen, but 
over the weeks, as they’ve grown more 
comfortable, there’s been more interac-
tion, with guests coming up to us asking 
for support or just to chat. We’ve seen 
much improvement and involvement 
in our time with the recovery center!”
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The Villager Newspapers is com-
mitted to accuracy in all its news 
reports. Although numerous safe-
guards are in place to ensure accu-
rate reporting, mistakes can occur. 
Confirmed fact errors will be cor-
rected at the top right hand corner 
of page A3 in a timely manner. 

If you find a mistake call (860) 
928-1818 or e-mail charlie@villager-
newspapers.com. 

Accuracy Watch

No Longer
 Alone

...experiencing the 
joy of Emmanuel

First Congregational Church
of Pomfret

13 Church Road
860-928-7381

fccp@fccpomfret.org

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Lawrence A. Williams 
(20-00372) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, 
Judge of the Court of Probate, District 
of Northeast probate Court, by decree 
dated, November 11, 2020 ordered that 
all claims must be presented to the fi-
duciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.
� Alysia Casiano, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Dawnn Marie Williams, 
c/o ALAN SCOTT HERMAN, LAW 
OFFICE OF ALAN SCOTT HERMAN, 
16 SO. MAIN STREET, P. 0. BOX 663, 
PU1NAM; CT 06260, (860)928-0406 
November 27, 2020

LEGALS

Lending a hand in a socially distanced world
Eastern’s CCE rethinks community 

engagement with virtual service

ENTERTAINMENT AND 
EVENTS

DON’T MISS 
A THING!

Insightful



WOODSTOCK —  The East 
Woodstock Congregational 
Church (United Church of 
Christ) has been awarded a pres-
tigious Lilly Foundation Grant 
of $50,000 to allow their minister, 
the Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster, to 
participate in the 2020 National 
Clergy Renewal Program.  

EWCC is one of only 140 
congregations nationwide 
to receive this competitive 
grant.  Established by the Lilly 
Endowment, Inc. in 2000, and 
administered by Christian 
Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis, the grants enable 
Christian congregations to sup-

port their pastors with the gift 
of a sabbatical or extended time 
away from their ministerial 
duties and responsibilities. 

	 Grant recipients give 
their ministers the opportu-
nity to temporarily step away 
from the demands of their daily 
work for reflection and renewal. 
Pastors are encouraged to create 
a carefully considered respite 
that may include travel, study, 
rest, and prayer, or immersive 
arts or cultural experiences.

Applicants to the National 
Clergy Renewal Program may 
seek up to $50,000 to support these 
enhanced sabbaticals. Since the 
application and program are col-
laborative in nature, they allow 
congregations and clergy to 
develop shared experiences that 
will address their unique renew-
al needs and aspirations. Up to 
30 percent of the grant may be 
used to support interim pastoral 
leadership during the pastor’s 
retreat, as well as renewal activ-
ities within the congregation. 

Recognizing that ministers’ 
families are affected by the 
stress and demands placed on 
pastoral leaders, the program 
encourages pastors to involve 
their families in renewal activi-
ties. Rev. Foster’s plans include 
an extended personal retreat, a 
rare family vacation with her 
husband Roger Solomon and 
their adult children, followed 
by five weeks in Anchorage 
where Foster and Solomon will 
volunteer at a homeless shelter. 

During her absence, EWCC will 
welcome a substitute minister to 
lead worship and guide parishio-
ners in learning about homeless-
ness and food insecurity in New 
England. When Rev. Foster and 
her congregation are reunited in 
September, they will learn from 
one another as they reflect on 
their separate experiences. 

            “Pastors play an import-
ant role in nourishing the spir-
itual lives of individuals and in 
guiding the work of the Christian 
congregations they serve,” said 
Christopher L. Coble, Lilly 
Endowment’s vice president for 
religion. “Through these grants, 
we seek to honor pastors for 
their extraordinary service and 
enable them to engage in a brief 
period of rest and renewal. We 
have learned that such experi-
ences invigorate the leadership 
of pastors and bring new vitality 
to their congregations as well.”

The Rev. Dr. Foster received a 
Master of Divinity degree from 
Lancaster Theological Seminary 
in Lancaster, PA and a Doctor of 
Ministry degree from Hartford 
Seminary in Hartford.  She is 
the author of “Retreats to Go: 
Twelve Creative Programs that 
Renew and Refresh.” 

Christian Theological 
Seminary in Indianapolis directs 
the Lilly Endowment Clergy 
Renewal Program for Indiana 
Congregations and a second pro-
gram for congregations across 
the United States through its 
Center for Pastoral Excellence.
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508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

FALL SALE

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to qualified customers!

We take pride  
in our customer 

service!

Fall Pricing 
Now in Effect AFFORDABLE!

Pomfret Scarecrow Adventure a success

POMFRET — Pomfret’s first Town-
Wide, Drive-By Scarecrow Adventure 
was a huge success. Residents, busi-
nesses, non-profits, and organizations 
put up 22 creative, homemade scare-
crows throughout town. 

The Scarecrow Adventure made a 
terrific fall foliage drive in the country 
a fun, creative, low-cost, family friendly 
activity incorporating social distanc-
ing. The variety of scarecrows was fun 
to see and truly made for an explora-
tion around town. Pomfret School had 
the walk of scarecrows many residents 
had wonderful creations and several 
businesses displayed fun scarecrows 

with personality. Watercure Distillery 
had some large spiders on their stone 
gate for a seasonal interest. There were 
athletic scarecrows fishing, biking, and 
dressed for baseball and field hockey. 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg even made an 
appearance on Tull Lane.     

Registered Scarecrows were located 
on a downloadable map on the Town’s 
website.  An online contest was held 

and over 80 votes were received. Having 
such a healthy response will ensure 
that the contest will be offered again 
next year.  Congratulations to all who 
participated and made the  Scarecrow 
Adventure such a success.  The Turbesi 
family scarecrow on Kearny Road was 
the high vote getter in the residen-
tial category and the Pomfret Public 
Library was the winner in the busi-

ness /nonprofit category.  Berkshire 
Hathaway Realtor Mary Collins was 
“Best in Show” with a creative look-
alike scarecrow on Kearney Fork Road 
that is sure to set a trend in the future. 

The Scarecrow Adventure and 
Great Pumpkin weigh-in were spon-
sored by the Pomfret Economic 
Planning & Development, Recreation 
and Agriculture Commissions, Board 
of Selectmen, Green Team, and the 
Pomfret Proprietors. The Second Town 
Wide Scarecrow Adventure and Great 
Pumpkin weigh-in are already being 
talked about for 2021.

Local minister  
to attend National Clergy 

Renewal Program

Rev. Dr. Susan Foster

Reading the morning newspaper 
is the realist’s morning prayer.

George Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com



PUTNAM — Northeast Opportunities 
for Wellness, Inc. (NOW) is seeking a 
Director of Development to manage the 
organization’s development, fundrais-
ing, and grant writing. NOW is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that pro-
vides opportunities in sports, fitness, 
and nutrition for children ages 3-14 who 
otherwise may not be able to afford such 
opportunities. The NOW Director of 
Development will manage and expand 
fundraising in conjunction with the 
Executive Committee including but not 
limited to annual appeals, capital cam-
paigns, grant writing, bequests, and 
creation of additional income streams. 

Throughout its 10-year history, NOW 
has provided scholarship support and 
wellness programs for thousands of 
children in northeast Connecticut. The 
Director of Development will play an 
important role in helping to maintain 
and expand NOW’s capabilities to con-
tinue providing important youth out-
reach and education programs in the 
10-town area. An ideal candidate would 
be familiar with the business & philan-
thropic community of the region and 
have prior experience working in the 
non-profit, foundation, and/or family 
business sector.

The Director of Development will 

receive a 15 percent minimum commis-
sion on new donations brought into the 
organization with the potential for addi-
tional compensation, based on the total 
amount of new funds raised annually. 
Successful grant applications complet-
ed by the Director of Development will 
also present an opportunity for commis-
sion, with the exception of grants that 
do not support operational costs.

Qualified candidates are encouraged 
to send a resume, cover letter and ref-
erences to: Northeast Opportunities 
for Wellness, Inc. Attn: Executive 
Committee, P.O. Box 206, Putnam, 
CT 06260, or by email to: info@
NOWinMotion.org

For more information on NOW pro-
grams, visit www.NOWinMotion.org.
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Bungay Fire Brigade elects officers, 
announces Service Awards

WOODSTOCK —  Members of the 
Bungay Fire Brigade celebrated their 
accomplishments and elected Officers 

during their November Annual 
Meeting. 

Retiring Fire Chief Roy Chandler 
thanked Brigade members for their 
dedication and service during this 
challenging year and announced that 
Brigade volunteers had responded 
to 242 emergency calls, including 112 
medical calls, 13 structure fires and 18 
motor vehicle accidents. The Brigade 
provided mutual aid assistance 36 times 
to neighboring towns and to the other 
Woodstock fire districts. Bungay Fire 
Brigade members collectively contrib-
uted more than 2,000 volunteer hours 
responding to calls, participating in 
training and drills, opening the station 

to the public during storm events and 
maintaining the Brigade’s equipment.   

The following members were rec-
ognized for their years of dedicated 
service: Ross Kudzal, 10 years; Nick 
Webster and Dave Elliott, 20 years; Lois 
Bruinooge, 25 years; Josh Bottone, 30 
years and Joe Surozenski, 40 years. 
Retiring President Mike Charette was 
also thanked for his strong leadership 
over the last four years.  

The members recognized Roy 
Chandler, Josh Bottone and James 
Montanez as Officers of the Year and 
named Dan White as Firefighter of the 
Year. Diane Odorski and Nick Webster 
were recognized as EMS Responders of 
the Year and Diane was also given the 
Chief’s Award for Outstanding Service. 

Josh Bottone was elected Fire Chief, 
a position he previously held with the 
Brigade between 2000-2009. The follow-
ing Officers were also elected: Deputy 
Chief - Roy Chandler; Captain - Dave 
Elliott; Chief Engineer & Captain - Steve 
Froehlich; President - Diane Odorski; 

Vice President - Mark Van der Voort; 
Secretary - Lois Bruinooge; Treasurer 
- Amanda Powers; Plant Engineer - Rob 
Wrobel; Board Member at Large - Cam 
Chandler; Auditors - Bill Wagner and 
John Hart; Nominating Committee - 
Robert Wrobel, Dave Elliott and Anna 
Grudzinski; Woodstock Fire Protection 
Association Members - Diane Odorski, 
Dave Elliott, Anna Grudzinski and 
Mike Charette. 

The Bungay Fire Brigade is a 100% 
volunteer fire department established 
in 1937. Today the Brigade serves West 
Woodstock and Woodstock Valley, and 
responds to fire, search and rescue, 
emergency medical, hazardous materi-
al, mutual aid and service calls 24 hours 
a day 365 days a year. For additional 
information about the Brigade or to 
obtain membership information, visit 
the Brigade’s web site at www.bungay.
com or contact Bungay Fire Brigade, 
1256 Route 171, West Woodstock, CT 
06281, 860-974-0316.

Photo Courtesy

The Bungay Fire Brigade recognized Joe 
Surozenski for forty years of dedicated service 
to the Brigade and community. Left to right: 
newly-elected Chief Josh Bottone, BFB mem-
ber Joe Surozenski, retiring President Mike 
Charette and retiring Chief Roy Chandler. 

NOW  
seeking Director of 

Development

Our Lady of La Salette cookie 
sale canceled

BROOKLYN —  The annual holiday 
cookie sale and basket raffle at Our 
Lady of La Salette Church in Brooklyn 
has been canceled this year due to the 
Coronavirus.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and 
a safe and healthy new year, and hope 
to see you all next year.

Bells will be ringing … for the 
Salvation Army!

PUTNAM — Since 1997, the Putnam Rotary 
Interact Club has coordinated bell-ringing 
efforts for the Salvation Army Kettle campaign. 
They’ve helped raise more than $200,000 total. 

Despite COVID-19, this year is no different. 
This year the kettles will be located outside 

of Putnam Price Chopper, Putnam Supermarket, 
Walmart and the WINY Radio parking lot. 

Collections will be made from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Nov. 27, Nov. 28, Dec. 5, Dec. 12 
and Dec. 19.

All volunteers will be wearing masks and 
will be 6 feet from the kettle. The kettles will be 
sanitized throughout the day.

This year, Walmart has three ways of giving 
to the Salvation Army: At the register, buying an 
item listed on the store’s Giving Tree or deposit-
ing money in the kettle.

Donations at WINY Radio’s parking lot are 
drive-thru. Volunteers will hold out collection 
baskets.

The money collected in the kettles stays 
locally, assisting Daily Bread, TEEG and other 
charitable groups that assist the needy.  

The Putnam Rotary Interact Club and the 
Salvation Army thanked all those who volunteer 
as bell ringers.   For more information, please 
contact Roberta Rocchetti at 860- 933-8603.
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• New & Repaired Septic Systems  
• Landscaping

• Stumping • Drainage Systems  
• Sewer Connections

• Frost Walls • Cellar Holes  
• Snow Plowing  

• Loam • Sand • Gravel • Fill

860-774-1737

108 Thompson Pike, Dayville, CT 06241

40 Years Experience • Licensed & Insured

LEONARD ZADORA & SONS, LLC
DEMOLITION, SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATION

free estimate

Lower Cost 
Dry Cleaning!

Wash & Fold 
Service

Dayville Dry Cleaners & Laundromat
Rte 101 Dayville - Across from XtraMart

860-779-2777

The Law Office Of

Gabrielle labonte
aTTOrney and cOunseLOr aT Law

Wills and 
trusts

Medicaid 
PlanninG

Probate

5 Vina Lane • P.O. BOx 709
BrOOkLyn, cOnnecTicuT 06234

Phone: 860-774-3700  • Fax: 860-774-6300

CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, llc

CALL  Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com

CT #0606460 • #MA-HIC#196807 • RI #763

Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

Remodeling  
Kitchens, Baths  

and More!
Contact Your Sales Representative Today.

508-764-4325

Is your business prepared for the 
PPP Loan Forgiveness Program?

This year small businesses and pri-
vate non-profits were impacted the 
most by the pandemic and have since 
had difficulties with keeping up with 
overhead cost and providing services 
to their communities. The Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) was created 
to help alleviate the incremental cost to 
operate without business by providing 
loans to support small businesses and 
save jobs during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Through this U.S. lenders issued 
more than $5 million forgivable loans 
through the federal government’s coro-
navirus aid initiative for small business-
es. The Small Business Administration 
in August started accepting applica-
tions to have the loans forgiven, and 
it  began approving them  this month. 
Here are some things you need to know 
if you applied for the PPP loan for your 
business. 

How can I apply?
PPP borrowers should apply for for-

giveness through the lender that issued 
the loan. The lender then submits the 
application to the SBA, which makes 
the final determination on how much 
forgiveness a borrower should receive. 

Submission procedures vary by lend-
er. Some lenders have just begun to 
accept applications or have current-
ly opened up applications to select 
borrowers. For example,  JPMorgan 
Chase,  the top PPP lender by dollar 
amount, is emailing customers on a 
limited basis and inviting them to apply 
based on when they received their PPP 
funds. Other lenders are still working 
to get technology and personnel in place 
before they start accepting applications. 

Borrowers may apply for forgiveness 
at any time before the loan’s maturity 
date. However, to avoid having to start 
loan payments, PPP borrowers must 
apply for forgiveness within 10 months 
of the end of their covered period. The 
covered period began on the loan dis-
bursement date and is either the subse-
quent 24 weeks, or eight weeks for some 
eligible borrowers who opt for this time 
frame

What is required to have a loan 

forgiven?
To have the full amount for-

given, borrowers must spend 
at least 60% of their loan on 
payroll costs and may use the 
remainder of the funding for 
other eligible costs, such as 
mortgage interest, rent and 
utilities. The amount of forgive-
ness may be lowered if the busi-
ness reduced its employee head 
count or cut salaries and wages.

Borrowers should prepare to 
apply by gathering documents 
and taking stock of how much 
of the loan they have spent on allow-
able expenses, focusing especially on 
payroll, said John Asbury, chief execu-
tive of Atlantic Union Bank, a Virginia-
based lender that issued about $1.7 bil-
lion in PPP loans. “See how much of this 
you can have forgiven based on your 
payroll alone, before you start thinking 
about your other eligible expenses,” Mr. 
Asbury said. “If you can get the whole 
thing forgiven based on your payroll, 
you’re done.” Lisa Simpson, director of 
firm services at the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants, said 
some payroll-processing companies 
offer reports customized to provide the 
information needed for the forgiveness 
application, so borrowers should see if 
that service is available to them.

Borrowers may also need documenta-
tion of other eligible expenses, such as 
utility bills and lease agreements.

What is the application like?
The SBA and Treasury Department 

have issued three different application 
forms, and which one borrowers should 
use depends on the nature of their busi-
ness, their loan size and whether they 
reduced employee head count or sala-
ries and wages.

The full forgiveness application and 
the EZ application both require the 
borrower to calculate their forgiveness 
amount, make certifications about how 
closely they followed program guide-
lines and submit supporting documen-
tation. The full form is longer and more 
complex, but only certain borrowers 

are eligible to use the EZ form, 
such as those who are self-em-
ployed with no employees or 
those who maintained salaries 
and wages and head count at 
certain levels.

The third and most recent-
ly released application, Form 
3508S, is for loans of $50,000 or 
less and “streamlines the PPP 
forgiveness process to provide 
financial and administrative 
relief,” the SBA said. Similar 
to the other applications, Form 
3508S asks borrowers to make 

certifications and to submit documen-
tation to the lender. A key difference: 
Form 3508S “is less about the calcu-
lations and more about the certifica-
tions,” said Greg Clarkson, SBA divi-
sion manager at BBVA USA. “While 
the documentation is still required 
to be gathered and provided, it is not 
required to be reviewed [by lenders] to 
the same extent that it was in either the 
EZ form or the full form.” Importantly, 
borrowers who use Form 3508S won’t 
face any reductions in their forgiveness 
amount if the business lowered head 
count or wages and salaries.

Several lenders and organizations are 
providing resources such as checklists, 
webinars and online calculators to help 
borrowers understand how much for-
giveness they might qualify for and 
which of the application forms to use. 
Some of these tools are free of charge.

How long will it take to get an 
answer?

A lender has 60 days to review the 
borrower’s application and submit it 
to the SBA. The agency then has up to 
90 days to review the submission and 
issue a decision. The agency said it 
“expects to address the majority of for-
giveness decisions in a timely manner.”

Anything else to know?
Amid contentious negotiations in 

Washington over more Coronavirus 
aid, many PPP lenders and small-busi-
ness advocates are lobbying the Trump 
administration and Congress to further 
simplify the forgiveness process for 

loans under $150,000.
Some lenders are “being careful not 

to put people through the process now 
where it’s essentially a full-on forgive-
ness process that could potentially be 
difficult to navigate, when new guide-
lines could be coming out,” said Ryan 
Battles, a principal in the technology 
consulting group at the accounting firm 
Ernst & Young, which has been helping 
several lenders set up their forgiveness 
portals. Given the legislative uncertain-
ty, Atlantic Union Bank has opened 
forgiveness applications only to bor-
rowers with loans over $150,000 and is 
letting customers with smaller loans 
know that it may make sense to hold 
off on applying, according to Alison 
Holt-Fuller, the bank’s head of product 
management.

Still, Ms. Holt-Fuller said there may 
be benefits to starting the process soon-
er rather than later. “If you’ve already 
ended your covered period, then every-
thing is fresh,” Ms. Holt-Fuller said. 
Borrowers may “lose track of the 
accounting perspective of it” by wait-
ing, she said. When it comes to taking 
the next step, the team at WHZ knows 
that one size does not fit all. We’ll help 
you plan for all the changes that suits 
your goals and priorities. 

Presented by Vice President/Associate 
Financial Advisor Leisl L. Cording, 
CFP®. Securities and advisory ser-
vices offered through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, Member FINRA/
SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser. 
These materials are general in nature 
and do not address your specific situa-
tion. For your specific investment needs, 
please discuss your individual circum-
stances with your representative. Weiss, 
Hale & Zahansky Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not provide tax or legal 
advice, and nothing in the accompany-
ing pages should be construed as specific 
tax or legal advice. 697 Pomfret Street, 
Pomfret Center, CT 06259, 860-928-2341. 
http://www.whzwealth.com.

LEISL L. 
CORDING

Financial 
Focus

TEEG receives cooler  
through state grant program

NORTH GROSVENORDALE 
—  The TEEG food pantry has 
been presented with a new 
cooler which will help provide 
increased access to dairy prod-
ucts for families in need. TEEG, 
a social service agency that 
serves the towns of Pomfret, 
Thompson and Woodstock, 
received the donation through 
a joint initiative between the 
Connecticut Milk Promotion 

Board and New England Dairy 
called the Connecticut Dairy 
Farmer to Food Pantry Cooler 
Grant Program. As part of 
the grant program TEEG also 
received a $275 contribution to 
help stock the cooler with dairy 
products. The cooler can hold 
up to 64 gallons of milk at a 
time.

“Here at TEEG we strive to 
provide a balanced selection 
of products to fit the dietary 
needs of roughly 200 families 
from Pomfret, Thompson and 
Woodstock that utilize our 
pantry every month. This 

cooler will be an important 
tool to adding a larger assort-
ment of dairy selections to our 
pantry and increasing their 
access to healthy, protein-rich 
foods,” said Jason Bleau, Food 
Services Coordinator at TEEG.

The Connecticut Dairy 
Farmer to Food Pantry Cooler 
Grant Program was launched 
in mid-2020 to provide coolers 
to pantries to help meet the 
high demand for dairy prod-
ucts in the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The program was 
supported by dairy farmers 
statewide who saw the grant 

as a way to embrace their role 
in feeding and supporting com-
munities across the state, espe-
cially during these challeng-
ing times. TEEG was one of 25 
organizations to receive a new 
cooler through the program.

“Dairy products are a need-
ed source of protein and cal-
cium for many of our pantry 
guests,” TEEG Executive 
Director Anne Miller added. 
“We are very grateful to the 
Connecticut Milk Promotion 
Board and New England Dairy 
for making this resource pos-
sible.”

Photo Courtesy

TEEG’s new dairy cooler recently 
granted by the Connecticut Milk 
Promotion Board and new England 
Dairy.
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Woodstock carried the play in the 
first half, finishing it with eight shots 
on goal and 11 corner kicks. The score 
was tied, however, 0-0 at intermis-
sion because, try as they might, the 
Centaurs’ could not solve Windham 
goalkeeper Jose Luis Candia.

“I felt throughout the first half we 
would get (a goal), and even heading 
into the second half I felt that way,” 
Rearden said. “The trouble with that 
feeling is, no matter how much we 
dominated play, if we didn’t get one 
(early in the second half) there was the 
likelihood, especially with the players 
that Windham has got, that they could 

have easily broke in on us and scored 
first. You always have that in mind the 
longer the match is scoreless, and it 
might cause you to take more chances.”

Senior Eric Phongsa, one of 12 upper-
classmen on the team, scored that all 
important first goal — his 12th of the 
year — putting the Centaurs ahead, 1-0, 
at the eight-minute, 53-second mark of 
the second half, converting a cross from 
classmate Richie Hickson.

“I saw the cross come in and I was 
just running as fast as I could,” Phongsa 
told woodstockacademy.org, which 
streamed the game live. “The ball got 
in front of me and it was at the same 
angle that I scored from in our game 
at Windham. I hit it with my left (foot), 
and it went into the goal to the right.”

Four minutes later Hickson put WA 

ahead, 2-0, scoring unexpectedly by 
being in the right place at the right 
time.

Senior Huck Gelhaus sent the ball 
into the goal box on a corner kick (the 
Centaurs finished with 16 corner kicks 
in the game) and it bounced harmlessly 
into and then out of a scrum in front of 
the net.

Hickson tracked down the ball, got 
possession and fired a lined drive that, 
somehow, found its way into the left 
corner of the goal.

“I’m not going lie, I didn’t think it 
was going in,” Hickson told woodstock-
academy.org.

Having been staked to a two-goal lead 
less than 15 minutes into the second 
half should have allowed Rearden to 
feel a little relief, but it had the opposite 

effect.
“I was even happy when we scored 

our third goal (off the foot of Ty Morgan 
with two minutes to play),” Rearden 
said. “Windham has some really good, 
really dangerous players, so I knew the 
match wasn’t over at two-nil. At two-
nil, if Windham gets a goal back, the 
game can change in an instant.

“When we scored our third goal 
with two minutes left, that was real-
ly the first time I thought, ‘OK we’ve 
got this.’” Rearden said. “I’ve seen too 
many games where one team is up two-
nil with five minutes to go and they 
don’t walk away with anything. Three-
nil always feels a couple of goals better 
than two-nothing. Two-nothing is an 
extremely dangerous score.” 

SOCCER
continued from page A1

to Heifer International.  The 
children in the church voted to 
send a hive of bees, a flock of 
chicks, a flock of ducks, one pig, 
and a Hope Basket.  The church 
is also including funds to send 
a girl to school.  Heifer seeks to 
provide education and material 
resources to help families break 

the cycle of poverty and become 
self-sufficient.”

Another innovation was to 
shift the Silent Auction to an 
online format.  

“We are especially grateful to 
Golden Gavel Auctioneers for 
sponsoring our charity auction.  
This was a new approach for 
us, and it worked very well,” 
commented Debby Kirk, Fair 
Coordinator. 

“Any fundraising event 
requires a team effort,” con-
tinued Kirk.  “Thanks to many 
hours of preparation by our ded-
icated volunteers, paired with 
some excellent weather, our 
hybrid fair was a big success!”  

Worship and several gath-
erings will be offered online 
during the advent season and 
details can be found at www.
firstchurchwoodstock.org.

THE HILL
continued from page A1

ed that this was a success. 
I’m happy the rest of our 
grade was able to participate 
and work together to collect 
all of these items. It’s a cool 
feeling,” said Schultz. “I felt 
pretty happy about the par-
ticipation. So many people 
came together and were will-
ing to be a part of this proj-
ect.”

The cause was close to 
Schultz’s heart as he had 
desires to help those in need, 
particularly the homeless, 
since he was young. Causes 

like this are why he joined 
Peace Jam and he was happy 
to see the group support a 
worthy organization.

Named after Kasia Jurczyk 
and dedicated in her memo-
ry, Kasia’s Hope is an initia-
tive that started in April of 
2019. The center, located at 79 
Woodstock Ave. in Putnam, 
is housed on property that 
was purchased by Quiet 
Corner Cares, a local group 
that strives to assists addicts 
with sobriety, education and 
housing, utilizing a $50,000 
grant. Those looking for 
more information or ways to 
donate can visit www.quiet-
cornercares.org.

JAM
continued from page A1

in demand that we have experi-
enced in both our programs, and 
our pantry.” 

Earlier this year, the 
Foundation made a $5,000 pledge 
to the Pomfret Library Building 
Campaign in addition to a pledge 
in the amount of $30,100 to the 
Hale Family Youth and Family 
Center for the installation of a 
swim scoreboard, which will 
serve to allow the expansion of 
swim team competition. 

Mr. Borner commented, “We 

are pleased to be in a position 
to provide meaningful support, 
now and for years to come, to 
organizations that help make 
Northeastern Connecticut such 
a great place to work and live.”

Mr. Borner stated that the 
Foundation, originally orga-
nized in 1999, has a mission 
in supporting northeastern 
Connecticut philanthropic orga-
nizations. 

“The charitable organization 
under the IRS Section 501 (c) (3), 
and continues to be to provide 
support for not-for-profit groups, 
institutions, schools and other 

organizations operating in the 
community as a way of adding 
to the quality of life in north-
eastern Connecticut,” stated Mr. 
Borner. 

The independent Foundation 
targets its areas of investing in 
the communities which relate 
to education, health and human 
services, art, cultural and youth 
programs. Grant applications 
and requests will be considered 
on a semi-annual basis and 
may be obtained by contacting 
Thomas A. Borner, P.O. Box 166, 
Putnam, CT 06260. 

 

GRANTS
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Tayler Shea Named 
NOW Interim Executive Director

PUTNAM — Northeast Opportunities 
for Wellness, Inc. (NOW) is proud to 
announce the promotion of Tayler Shea 
as Interim Executive Director. Shea 

has been a part of the NOW organiza-
tion since May of 2018, first serving as 
an intern before accepting a Wellness 
Leader position in September of that 
year. Most recently, Shea was pro-
moted to Programming Coordinator, 
leading all NOW outreach programs 
in the community before being tapped 
to take on the Interim Executive 
Director role. Shea is a graduate of 
Eastern Connecticut State University 
(’19), Summa Cum Lade, with a degree 
in Child Psychology. In addition to her 
time with NOW, Shea has had extensive 
experience working with children in 
clinical settings, has been published 
in multiple scientific research jour-
nals, and is a member of the National 
Psychology Honor Society (PSI CHI).

Shea will step into the position fol-
lowing the departure of the organiza-
tion’s first Executive Director, Sarah 
Wolfburg. Over the past month, Shea 
and Wolfburg have been working 
closely to prepare for the transition of 
responsibilities. 

Wolfburg, who has served as 
Executive Director since 2015, stated, 
“As I move on to new opportunities, I 
could not be happier to see Tayler take 
on the Interim Executive Director role 
with NOW. Since her time as an intern, 
Tayler has continued to impress both 

me and our board of directors with her 
professionalism, hard work, optimism, 
creativity and connection to the NOW 
mission of promoting youth wellness 
in our community. Tayler has grown so 
much and I look forward to seeing her 
lead this organization in the months 
and years to come.”

NOW President Gene Michael Deary 
shared his thoughts on Shea’s promo-
tion, “Tayler has proven herself to be a 
dynamic talent. The depth of knowledge 
Tayler possesses about NOW programs 
and scholarships will be an asset to her 
as she becomes the new face of NOW.” 

As Interim Executive Director, Shea 
will hit the ground running beginning 
December 1, 2020. She will begin man-
aging the organization’s day-to-day 
operations and will continue to expand 
wellness programs to serve more chil-
dren and families in Northeastern 
Connecticut. One such program that 
will expand over the coming months 
into 2021, is a whole-body wellness out-
reach program in conjunction with 
local schools and fellow non-profit orga-
nizations. NOW will produce month-
ly educational and activity packets 
focused on a variety of wellness topics, 
including general nutrition, snacking 
on a budget, hygiene, fitness, mindful-
ness, managing emotions, and more 

relevant topics.
Shea expressed her excitement to 

take on this new role with NOW, stat-
ing “It has been a wonderful experience 
working for NOW in my previous roles 
of Wellness Leader and Programming 
Coordinator. My time working directly 
with the youth population NOW serves 
has allowed me to see the positive 
impact our programs can have on chil-
dren in our community. I am thrilled 
to become Interim Executive Director 
and to work together with the NOW 
board of directors to expand the num-
ber of children and families NOW can 
reach with new programs, education, 
and scholarships.”

NOW is a non-profit human services 
organization focused on youth wellness. 
NOW provides children with the oppor-
tunity to participate in area wellness 
activities and athletics programs, offer-
ing scholarships to the youth of the 
community with up to 95 percent of 
the cost being subsidized by NOW. The 
mission of the organization is to pro-
vide ALL children, regardless of finan-
cial resources, equal opportunities to 
achieve & maintain youth wellness, 
beginning at an early age.

For more information on NOW, 
including programs and scholarships, 
visit www.nowinmotion.org. 

Tourtellotte Memorial High 
School Student Spotlight

NORTH GROSVENORDALE 
—  Each month, Tourtellotte 
Memorial High School’s Student 
Spotlight program recognizes a 
student who has demonstrated 
outstanding achievement, char-
acter, leadership, attitude, and/
or contributions to the school 
and community. November’s 
Student Spotlight honoree is 
senior Brayden Cutler. Brayden 
was nominated by TMHS stu-
dent Katie Lamontagne and 
Librarian Mrs Ouillette. 

In her nomination, Katie 
stated, “I believe Brayden has 
earned this award because he 
goes above and beyond in all the 
things he does, always giving 110 
percent. Whether it’s in sports, 
in classes, in the community, or 
just with his friends, Brayden 
works hard to be the best he can 
be and brings out the best in 
others, helping when and where 
he can to guide them in the right 
direction for success.” 

In Mrs. Ouillette’s nomination 
she wrote, “Brayden has been 
highly involved in his school 

and community. Brayden is a 
scholar, an athlete, a musician, 
a volunteer, a kind young man, 
and an excellent role model for 
others.” 

When asked what motivates 
him, Brayden responded with, 
“What motivates me is seeing 
others succeed, which pushes 
me to do better because if they 
can do it, so can I.” 

Brayden also mentioned that 
his family is a huge motivator 
for him because they are very 
supportive, and that they always 
come first. 

Brayden is very involved at 
TMHS and the community. In 
school, Brayden is a member of 
National Honor Society, Tri-M 
Music Honor Society, FBLA, 
TMHS Leadership Team, a Peer 
Point Tutor, a member of the 
concert band, cross country, 
indoor track, and outdoor track. 
In the community, Brayden has 
spent hours volunteering for 
Thompson Community Day and 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing, 
among other contributions. 

He is also the President of the 
Putnam Interact Club which 
is a youth organization that is 
sponsored by the Putnam Rotary 
Club. Brayden has earned sever-
al awards for his achievements 
including the Instrumental 
Magazine Merit Award, Rotary 
Youth Leadership Award, 
Integrity Plus Award, the John 
Philip Sousa Award, varsity let-
ters for cross country, indoor 
track and outdoor track, ECC 
All Star for cross country, ECC 
Sportsmanship Award for cross 
country and outdoor track, and 
ECC Scholar Athlete Award for 
both cross country and indoor 
track. Brayden plans to attend 
college next year and major 
in political science. A person-
al message Brayden would like 
to share with the community 
is, “...through hard work and 
perseverance, anything is possi-
ble.   Never give up on a dream 
or a goal and give one hundred 
percent of your effort on every-
thing.”

Tayler Shea

Brayden Cutler

www.860Local.com
Contact Mikaela Today,

508-909-4126
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I cut articles out of news-
papers and magazines or 
print off things from the 
Internet. I file it all under a 
broad category: Ideas. Over 
the 15 years I have been 
writing this column, I have 
amassed a pile of file fold-
ers, expanding pockets and 
notebooks with snippets of 
things that I found of inter-
est and thought other people 
might, too. As the holidays 
roll around during these 
strange, unsettled times, I 
decided to look back at what 
once caught my eye. I hope 
these very random thoughts 
add some brightness to your 
mental landscape.

I don’t know about you, 
but I always worry about 
being in a hotel when a fire 
breaks out. Some of the anx-
iety comes from my child-
hood. My father and I trav-

eled together 
and often, 
after a nice 
dinner, he 
would leave 
me alone in 
my room in a 
hotel. Before 
he left, we 
would figure 
out the best 
exit should 
a fire break 
out. Armed 

with a plan, I would pick up 
a book and drift off to sleep 
secure in the knowledge that 
I was safe. Fortunately, noth-
ing happened, but a friend 
had a different experience. 
One winter night at a fancy 
Boston hotel, the alarms 
went off. She grabbed her 
coat and her husband and 
they took the stairs to the 
lobby. Only a handful of 
other guests were there, sev-
eral wrapped in fur. It was a 
false alarm, but had it been 
real, many would have been 
in trouble. 

 The article I saved, (New 
York Times, Dec. 24, 2017) 
recounts an experience in 
the Netherlands, where 
they have half the death 
rate from fire that we have. 
People, participating in an 
experiment in a hotel, were 
awakened by a call telling 
them the building was on 
fire. They stalled before 
exiting, which was bad. The 
researcher’s advice: never 
wait, don’t go up to the roof 
or hide in the bathroom. Get 
outside fast and stay there. 
Trust your own instincts. 

Sometimes I can’t remem-
ber a person’s name. I spent 
decades in fund-raising, 
where recalling a name was 
the minimum requirement. 
Ask Ron Coderre, a consum-
mate professional in the 
field, who can remember the 
name of a donor’s dog, how 
he does it. He will shrug as if 
it is nothing special, but it is.

An article from 2015, by 
Malia Wollan, gives tips. 
Concentrate when one is 
being introduced, link the 
person to a characteris-
tic and then say the name 
several times. I also read it 
helps to look up to the right 
when trying to remember 
someone’s name. At the 
moment I see so few people, 
I can recall everything about 
them. I almost look forward 
to forgetting again. 

I’ve been thinking about 
holiday gifts and found an 
item from 2013 called – “The 
Gift Not Worth Giving” from 
Real Simple. It changed my 
ideas. Let’s say you give a 
fancy piece of kitchen equip-
ment as a wedding present 
and tie a spatula on the 
package. Nice, right? No. 
Research says the recipient 
averages the value of the two 
items together and down-
grades the larger one. 

Cookbook author and 
philosopher, MFK Fisher 
wrote, “The purpose of liv-
ing is to get old enough to 
have something to say…” 
Something to say, or write 
is a way to reach other peo-
ple and share experiences. 
The holidays will be differ-
ent this year, but our sense 
of thankfulness for all that 
goes in to making our lives 
what they are can grow in 
the quiet. Our minds can 
dance around big ideas and 
little ones. We can learn, for-
get, remember and be grate-
ful for ourselves and each 
other. 

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

Telephone: (860) 928-1818
Fax: (860) 928-5946

www.villagernewspapers.com

OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
Wow, the Trump Presidency has shifted 

into full blown “Looney Tunes” mode. 
Trump has always been a whiny little rich 

kid --- tell him something he doesn’t like, and 
he’ll probably fire you or sue you, or both. 
But watching him still declaring victory in 
the election, while   “nut bag” Giuliani goes 
on public tirades with hair dye running down 
his face, is like viewing a pilot for a new 
sitcom. This would all be funny as hell, if it 
wasn’t so pathetic and scary. 

 In my opinion, this really isn’t a Republican 
vs. Democrat thing. After all, Trump has been 
both in the past. This is about an unqualified 
con artist  who scammed his way into the 
White House, and now he’s having a tantrum 
because he has to leave. Obviously, his hard-
core Kool-Aid drinking supporters are still 

buying his endless lies and idiotic conspiracy 
theories. But there also has to be people who 
voted for him (for whatever reason) who are 
watching his psychotic behavior and wonder-
ing --- what was I thinking?

For Donald Trump, I have a short civics 
lesson: You’re a temporary tenant living in 
a house owned by American taxpayers. You 
were issued an eviction notice on election 
day, which becomes effective Jan. 20, 2021. 
If you refuse to leave, you’ll be removed by 
the same Marines who’ve had the misfortune 
of protecting you for the last four years. For 
me, watching you get escorted out would be 
the one and only good part of your disastrous 
presidency.   

Todd Patrie  
Pomfret Center

Time for Trump to comply with his eviction notice

To the Editor:
Let me preface this letter by asking a sim-

ple question to anyone who voted for Joe 
Biden, Joe Courtney, Mae Flexer, or any 
other Democratic candidate this election 
cycle: Why? 

Over the last decade in the United States, 
there has been a major shift in population. 
While Democratic strongholds like New 
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Illinois, and 
others have seen very low or negative popu-
lation growth, Republican-controlled states 
like Texas, Florida, South Carolina, Georgia, 
and others have seen explosive population 
growth. Why is that? First, in nearly all of the 
Democrat-controlled states, taxes are very 
high. In fact, the nine states with the highest 
tax burden per resident are all controlled by 
Democrats. In contrast, eight out of the nine 
states with the lowest tax burden per resident 
are controlled by Republicans. 

According to the Tax Foundation, the top 
ten states to start a business include nine 
Republican-controlled states and only one 
Democratic-controlled state (Nevada). In 

terms of business regulation, the ten states 
with the most burdensome regulations 
are all run by Democrats. As a result, it 
is easy to see why small-business owners 
in these Democratic states are flocking to 
business-friendly states like Texas, Florida, 
South Carolina, and Georgia. 

When will people finally realize that the 
Democratic Party is not the answer? It is baf-
fling that people continue to vote for a party 
that has destroyed once-thriving cities like 
Baltimore, Detroit, New York City, St. Louis, 
and once-thriving states like California, New 
York, and Connecticut. Over the last decade, 
the Democrats have controlled all three 
branches of government in Connecticut, and 
what has that resulted in? Connecticut is one 
of only four states to have a negative popula-
tion growth since 2010. 

So, I ask once again, how can the Democratic 
Party be the answer to our problems? 

Zach Fiedle
Brooklyn

Wake up, America!

Ideas from 
the Weiss 

Files

The Law and Order President
To the Editor:
It is not surprising that the so-called “Law 

and Order President” is refusing to follow the 
rules and the law of the land in the aftermath 
of the elections. The ever-tempestuous num-
ber 45 continues to sow chaos and disruption, 
digging in his heels by flaunting debunked 
conspiracy theories that only his zombie fol-
lowers would accept. Meanwhile, he poses a 
national security risk, while the rest of the 
world, allies, and foes, are scratching their 
heads in disbelief. His infantile behavior and 
disrespect for the Constitution and the office 
of the Presidency is itself an act of sedition, 
and he should be physically removed so that 
we can get on with the business of governing.

What is surprising is that the republicans 
are standing by and allowing the antics of a 
mentally unstable megalomaniac continue 
to create yet another Constitutional crisis by 
not conceding the election. A fair and demo-
cratic election, I remind you with no evidence 
of massive fraud. A sitting president commit-
ting seditious acts, sowing hate and division, 
setting the stage for violent, civil unrest by 
egging on his white supremacist militia fans, 
and possibly attempting a coup: how is it he 
has not been arrested for treason and forced 
to immediately resign?

This week, while continuing to deny the 
results of the election, number 45 fired his 
defense secretary, Mark Esper, replacing him 
and other Pentagon officials with loyalists. 
At best, this was a vindictive move true to 
the deeply flawed character of someone who 
thrives on vengeance. At worst it is a strat-
egy that will surely test the Constitution 
and the rule of law as he surrounds himself 
with people whom he believes will follow his 
orders. Unlike Mark Esper who refused to 
order the military to turn against peaceful 
protesters who were exercising their consti-
tutional rights, number 45 is relying on his 
sycophants to come through in the event of 
civil unrest. By stacking the courts and the 
Pentagon with loyalists, spending millions 
of dollars on frivolous lawsuits, denying the 
integrity of the elections and refusing to allow 
a peaceful transition of office, number 45 is 
buffering for a coup. Another ominous sign 
of insurrection was when Secretary of State, 
Mike Pompeo stated “There will be a peace-
ful transition to another Trump administra-
tion”, in-spite of the election results.

There may not be hope for those who have 
drunk the Kool-Aid, by following their cult 

leader over the COVID-19 cliff and believ-
ing his conspiracy theories. They are suffer-
ing enough with rampant COVID-19 cases 
spiking from those maskless super-spreader 
rallies. But surely, there are enough nor-
mal, good old-fashioned republicans who care 
about this country. And where are they? 
Apparently not in the impotent Senate which 
has stood silent while a sitting president 
deliberately sabotages their own government.

It is no secret that Trump has been a liar 
and a cheater his whole life. He has bullied 
his way through the courts and bulldozed 
his way through marriages and businesses 
leaving behind a wake of destruction. A liar, 
a cheater and a fraud projects that lens onto 
the world. It’s not surprising he believes that 
he lost the election due to fraud and cheating. 
But what is surprising is that so many people 
have been duped by this con-artist and his 
pseudo patriotism, his pseudo law and order 
slogans, pseudo religion and pseudo support 
of the military.  

Now that his true colors are bleeding out, 
I hope Americans recognize that his call for 
“Law and Order” had nothing to do with 
either. It was the call of a deeply racist man 
who couldn’t stand the very idea of Black 
Lives Matter as an interracial movement. 
It was a call out to white supremacist mili-
tias. And Constitution be damned, it was a 
desperate call from a despot who knew his 
presidency was in trouble. Thankfully, Mark 
Esper and other good and true Patriots in 
the Pentagon took their oath to protect the 
Constitution seriously. But, unfortunately, 
law and order does not apply to number 45 
who continues to break the law, and sow dis-
order and chaos. He will be remembered in 
history as an entitled, draft-dodging cheat for 
whom the rules and law did not apply.

We may be in for a bumpy ride as long as 
number 45 holds the reigns. But I like to think 
that we Americans who turned out to vote 
by the millions have way more horsepower 
than his tiny hands can manage. Democracy 
cannot be held back by an autocrat, a tyrant, a 
despot, or a dictator. The system will prevail.

In the meantime, I am going to put on those 
aviator sunglasses, stiffen my jaw, pump and 
up my chest and with a slight crookedness in 
my mouth, tell it like it is. Cut the Malarkey, 
Mr. Trump and knock it off!

Donna Dufresne
Pomfret

NANCY WEISS
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President/Publisher
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To infinity 
and beyond

On Nov. 15, the world watched as a 
Space X spacecraft blasted into space 
with four astronauts on board. As one 
news outlet put it, it was ‘eight minutes 
of terror’ as the fiery bullet took off. 
This title nailed it. As we watched the 
rocket take off, we were awestruck at 
how far mankind has come. The science 
and intelligence that is behind what was 
once unthinkable, is mind blowing. 

Watching the takeoff on Sunday eve-
ning was just as exciting as it was nerve 
wracking. In 1986, while in school, we 
all watched as the Challenger met it’s 
fatal fate after just 73 seconds after tak-
ing off. In 2003, the Columbia shuttle 
broke apart while attempting to rent-
er the Earth’s atmosphere, killing all 
seven crew members. 

The crew, made up of Victor Glover, 
Shannon Walker, Soichi Noguchi (of 
Japan) and Michael Hopkins, trav-
eled the 27 hours it takes to get to the 
International Space Station. As we 
write this, the crew is safely in orbit. 

The launch was delayed from 
Saturday to Sunday due to bad weather 
from Hurricane Eta. The trek is his-
torical in that it’s the first fully opera-
tional mission for the private company, 
SpaceX, founded by Elon Musk. A test 
mission did take place this past spring 
with two test pilots, Robert Behnken 
and Douglas Hurley who successfully 
traveled to the space station. 

The crew will remain in space for 
six months, where they will adminis-
ter several experiments. One experi-
ment includes how microgravity affects 
human heart tissue. Microgravity is 
defined as the condition in which people 
or things appear to be weightless. An 
attempt to grow radishes will also take 
place, which could lead to longer space 
missions. 

In 2011, NASA did away with the 
Space Shuttle program. Since then 
the United States has used Russian 
spacecrafts to bring astronauts to the 
International Space Station. SpaceX cre-
ated and developed the Crew Dragon 
capsule. 

In 1961, Russian Lt. Yuri Gagarin 
became the first person to orbit the 
Earth in Vostok 1. The flight lasted for 
108 minutes, reaching an altitude of 202 
miles. That same year, Alan Shepard 
became the first American to go to space. 
A year later in February, John Glenn 
became the first American to land on 
the moon. In 1969, Neil Armstrong was 
the first human to walk on the moon. 

Some interesting facts about space 
are that it is completely silent. Because 
there is no atmosphere in space, sound 
has no way to travel. Astronauts use 
radios to communicate. In 1986, NASA 
discovered what could be fossils of 
microscopic living organisms on a rock 
brought back from Mars. Halley’s Comet 
won’t orbit by the Earth until 2061. A 
space suit from Nasa costs $12,000,000. 
A research by Yale scientists suggests 
that there may be a planet made out of 
diamonds, that is twice the size of Earth 
and eight times greater. They say it’s 
40 light years away; however, it can be 
seen by the naked eye in the constel-
lation of Cancer. The footprints left on 
the moon will last for 100 million years. 
One day on Venus is longer than one 
year due to a slow axis rotation which 
takes 243 Earth days to complete it’s 
day. If two pieces of metal touch while 
in space, they will weld together. There 
is floating water in space. The moon 
was once a piece of the Earth. Scientists 
say that when Earth was young, it was 
struck by a giant object breaking a piece 
off that began to orbit the Earth due to 
gravity. 

Sunday evening’s excitement was a 
much needed break from the national 
news cycle. Listening to the ground 
crew at NASA headquarters was like 
listening to something out of a movie. 
It was a refreshing reminder that there 
are bigger, more positive things taking 
place in our lifetimes and for that, we 
are thankful. 

Letters 
Policy

Letters to the editor may be e-mailed 
to Brendan@villagernewspapers.com

Please include your place of resi-
dence and phone number for verifica-
tion, not publication. Letters must be 
received by noon on Tuesdays.
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Pizza ... a circle of life
My mother taught me many 

things. She gave me the gift 
of curiosity. She questioned 
everything and encouraged her 
children to do the same. She 
spent her early teen years as a 
short order cook and waitress. 
With her experience she taught 
me to cook and enjoy the cre-
ativity of the process.

In 1943, Mom moved from 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma to Oakland, 
California to work in the ship-
yard to support our war effort. 
There, she was introduced to 
her first pizza. It was love at 
first bite. She later passed her 
love of the pie to her children 
and today, we are all pizzahol-
ics. And why not? What’s not 
to love about pizza? She used to 
make it. We didn’t have much 
money when I was a kid, so I’ve 
had pizza made from Bisquick, 
ketchup, cheddar cheese slices 
and sliced hot dogs. It wasn’t 
good, but sometimes even bad 
pizza is better than no pizza at 
all. I’ve learned that it’s maybe 
not the taste of the pizza, but 
the role it plays in American 
life.

Growing up, a great thrill 
was being told the pizza deliv-
ery man was coming. It was 
a rare treat but when it hap-
pened, it was pure delight. It 

was like waiting for Santa, but 
instead of us feeding him cook-
ies, he’s bringing a pizza!

Pizza has become a national 
celebratory food. When some-
thing good happens, we order a 
pizza. It’s easy to order, readily 
available anywhere, and com-
pared to most foods, inexpen-
sive. It’s a food for the com-
mon people. When our doorbell 
rings with unexpected guests, 
I immediately think about 
ordering a pizza.

Do you know what cheese 
said the first time it met sau-
sage? It’s Slice to Meat you!

In a nation where regional 
food has now been homoge-
nized and can be found every-
where, pizza seems to remain 
regional. I’ll show my bias by 
claiming Chicago is the pizza 
capital of the world and boasts 
the best pizza on the planet. 
Chicago has the extremes from 
its deep-dish delights to the 
thin and crispy treats. All of 
it good. I do enjoy New York 
style pizza but have found two 
regions of pizza that I don’t 
love ... yet.

Before I go on ... How do you 
fix a broken pizza? With toma-
to paste!

Tim, a close friend, is from 
suburban Detroit and raves 

about Detroit style pizza and 
he couldn’t wait to show me. 
But upon arrival in Levonia, 
Michigan, I was served some-
thing that seemed like a flat 
and square loaf of heavy bread 
with a little sauce drizzled over 
it and covered in cheese. It 
wasn’t bad ... it wasn’t round 
... it wasn’t what I perceive as 
pizza.

And just for a little back-
ground ... what’s the differ-
ence between a columnist 
and a large pizza? At least the 
pizza can feed a family of four. 
(Ouch!)

Then there’s Southern 
California. I love the weather, 
landscape, and beach. As for 
their pizza ... I searched far 
and wide and thought it was 
all awful. I think if you put 
avocado on it ... it’s no longer 
pizza. California Pizza Kitchen 
does offer a great Thai Chicken 
Pizza, but in general, I find 
SoCal is a pizza desert ... at 

least so far?
Hey ... did you hear about the 

Hawaiian chef who burnt his 
pizza? He should have baked it 
on Aloha temperature. 

Pizza is as diverse as the peo-
ple who eat it.

Originally from the Chicago 
area, I like my deep-dish pizza 
with cheese and a flat, thin 
sheet of Italian sausage that 
spans the entire pie. I like my 
thin crust with pepperoni and 
onion. I prefer my sauce to be 
on the sweet side and my crust 
not to be soft and soggy

Did you hear about the pizza 
chef with the terminal illness? 
He pasta’way. Now he’s just a 
pizza history.

Writing this column, I’m 
reminded of a scene in Forrest 
Gump where Bubba is telling 
Forrest of all the ways to make 
shrimp. “There’s thick crust 
pizza, thin crust pizza, sausage 
pizza, BBQ chicken pizza ...” 
I’m guessing the list could go 
on forever. 

Aside from the silliness of 
this column, here’s what’s 
important. 

When we gather around 
pizza, people smile. It’s not 
just another dining experience 
to provide nourishment, but 
an activity that has become a 

prominent thread in the fab-
ric of our American tapestry. 
The enjoyment isn’t just in 
the consumption, but the idea 
that pizza is a gathering point 
... a touchstone that brings us 
together. And we all know in 
this time of intense national 
anxiety, we must find some-
thing we can agree upon. I 
believe conservatives and lib-
erals alike can still sit around 
a pizza and find some common 
ground ... and maybe laugh 
together ... and just maybe ... 
begin to heal our American 
spirit.

The election is over. Can we 
all order a pizza and smile? 
Can we enjoy the companion-
ship of those we may disagree 
with politically and eat a pizza 
together? Isn’t it time to try?

 P.S. - I’d tell more pizza jokes, 
but they’re all too cheesy!

Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker, and 
author of three books includ-
ing the award-winning, criti-
cally acclaimed, “Playing with 
the Enemy.” Follow Gary on 
Twitter @GaryWMoore721 and 
at www.garywmoore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking

Winter care for 
trees, shrubs and perennials in containers

As you prepare your 
landscape for win-
ter don’t overlook the 
trees, shrubs and peren-
nials  you have grow-
ing in containers. These 
need a bit of extra pro-
tection to help them 
survive cold winter tem-
peratures.

  The small amount 
of soil in container gardens does not 
always provide sufficient insulation. 
The roots are more exposed to tem-
perature extremes than those of their 
counterparts growing in the ground. 
Extremely cold temperatures can dam-
age or kill the roots and even the plant. 

 Plants rated at least one zone hardier 
than your zone can usually survive 
when left outside for winter. Just make 
sure your containers will also tolerate 
the challenging winter weather.

Here are a couple strategies for help-
ing your other containers through the 
winter. Select the one that best fits your 
landscape space and gardening style. 
Those in apartments or with limited 
space may need to enlist the help of 
their gardening friends. 

 Move containers to a sheltered loca-
tion. Place them close together for 
added insulation. Then surround this 
with annual pots of flowers and veg-
etables to further insulate the roots. 
Wait until spring to empty and compost 
the annual plants. Or cover the pots 
with woodchips or surround them with 

bags of leaves, potting 
mix or bales of straw. 
Add another layer of 
insulation by piling 
snow that is free of 
deicing salt over the 
pots throughout the 
winter.

  Any plants grow-
ing in nursery pots or 
plastic containers can 

be overwintered in a vacant section of 
the garden. Sink the pots in the ground 
and make sure the pot is covered with 
and surrounded by soil.  Water if need-
ed.  Then lift the plants in spring and set 
them in a decorative container to enjoy 
throughout the growing season.

  An unheated garage also provides 
a suitable location for overwintering 
container gardens.  Heated garages are 
usually too warm and plants will begin 
to grow. With a lack of sufficient sun-
light, they usually struggle through the 
winter and often die.

 Place the plants away from the over-
head garage door. Add a bit of insula-
tion such as packing materials, bagged 
soil or other potential insulation you 
probably have in your home or garage. 
This protects the roots when the tem-
peratures plummet. Water your stored 
containers whenever the soil is thawed 
and dry. A scoop of snow that is free 
of deicing salt works well. Just toss a 
scoop on each pot. When the tempera-
tures rise the snow melts and waters 
the pots. Dry soil during a winter thaw 

is the usual cause of death when pots 
are stored this way.

If space allows, you may decide 
to plant those trees, shrubs and peren-
nials growing in containers into the 
garden each fall. You will eliminate 
this overwintering task and have a 
great excuse for buying new plants next 
spring.

Melinda Myers is the author of 
more than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing  Small Space Gardening.  She hosts 
The Great Courses  “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series  and the nation-
ally-syndicated  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment  TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  magazine and her 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Photo Melinda Myers

Moving containers to a sheltered location and placing them close together for added insula-
tion is one strategy to help them survive cold winter temperatures. 

I saw Heaven
I saw the Garden of Gethsemane over 

25 years ago. Just not in person. My 
father-in-law, who was also my pastor, 
was able to take the trip he had long 
dreamed of to see The Holy Land. Since 
the church he led funded his trip, we 
arranged for him to call us during a 
Sunday Service. We heard him describe 
the place he was standing, half-way 
around the world; it was the Garden of 
Gethsemane where Jesus prayed the 
night before the mob and the politicians 
called for his crucifixion. His voice 
was laden with emotion as he told us 
about olive trees and rocks that may 
have been there at the time of Christ. 
Hearing him describe the garden was 
the next best thing to being there.

I saw heaven recently. Just not in per-
son. It was, once again, my father-in-law 
who described it to me. Over the past 
few years, he has been experiencing the 
unsettling symptoms of Alzheimer’s. 
He no longer drives and has trouble 
remembering anything. He requires 
constant care and must be monitored 
24/7 so he does not wander off and put 
himself in harm’s way. The disease has 
progressed to the point that he often 
does not recognize his own wife or chil-
dren. I mention these things only to let 
you know that he is not in any shape to 
make up an extravagant story.

Just a few days before the writing 
of this story, my father-in-law began 
struggling to breathe and complained of 
chest pain. Then he began to describe a 
bright light and beautiful voices. Aware 

that something significant was taking 
place, his daughter called and put us on 
speaker phone. For the next hour or so 
we all listened to him describe heaven. 
Neither he nor his family were in heav-
en, but it was the next best thing.

He was not articulate - it was too real 
for that. It was more like he was amazed 
and overwhelmed, saying things like, 
“It’s so beautiful, it’s so beautiful. The 
people are so happy. Oh, do you hear it? 
The singing is so beautiful.” We could 
hear him gasp for air and then he would 
continue saying things like, “It was so 
worth it. Don’t quit. It’s so worth it.” On 
occasion he would take a deep breath 
and talk directly to Jesus, telling him 
how thankful he was and how much he 
loved Him. Knowing my father-in-law’s 
weakened mental condition, we were 
overwhelmed at the intensity and clar-
ity of the experience. He was getting a 
real glimpse of his eternal home.

Then, for a good while, he coherently 
addressed each person who was in the 

room and those who were on the phone. 
He talked to them as he might have 
done so twenty years ago, telling them 
how much he loved them. He pleaded 
with each one to be sure to make heav-
en their home, because he was sure he 
would soon be going there and wanted 
everyone to join him there some day. 
Then, he began describing the beauti-
ful things he was seeing until he was  
exhausted.  We hung up the phone and 
everyone went to bed. The next day his 
daughter told us that later that night, 
and early in the morning, he was back 
to wandering in and out of the house, 
disoriented and unable to remember his 
experience. 

While he may never have another 
lucid moment on earth, I will remember 
the night I saw heaven second hand - 
through his spiritual eyes. I will also 
remember the thankfulness my father-
in-law expressed to God that night. It is 
the kind of thankfulness I hope to foster 
deep in my own heart. We don’t know 
how long my father-in-law will be with 
us, but we will always be thankful for 
the little glimpse into heaven that he 
gave us. And, this Thanksgiving, we 
will be a little more passionate about 
all the good things God has done in our 
lives.

Bishop John W. Hanson oversees Acts 
II Ministries in Thompson. He and the 
congregation He leads would like to wish 
you a Happy Thanksgiving. For service 
times, please visit www.ActsII.org.

BISHOP JOHN 
W. HANSON

Beyond 
the Pews

Without continual 
growth and progress, 

such words as 
 improvement, 
achievement, 
 and success 

 have no meaning.
– Benjamin Franklin
www.860Local.com

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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  Community 
      Connection
Your area guide to buying, dining & shopping locally!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

NEW LOCATION:
1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge 508-764-0555

ShopShop
Custom Embroidery Custom Embroidery 

& Heat Transfer& Heat Transfer

We are here 
for you!

Get It All In One Place!
Local News & So Much More

In Print & Online! Stonebridge Press

Sports • Shopping • Classifieds • Dining • Entertainment • Local Services

The Connecticut Villager Newspapers
Killingly Villager | Putnam Villager | Thompson Villager | Woodstock Villager | www.860Local.com • 860-928-1818
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To place an 
In-Memoriam, 

Card of Thanks,
Birthday or  

Anniversary Greeting,  
in the  

Villager Newspapers
the deadline is Monday at noon 

for that week.

Ad prices are $15 for a 2x3 (actual size 2.4” x 3”) 
or $25 for a 3x4 (3.7” X 4”) or 4x3 (5” x 3”). 
You can add a photo at no additional cost. 

To send by mail, please mail to 
Villager Newspapers

P.O. Box 90 
Southbridge, MA 01550

Personal checks, Visa, Master Card, Discover and 
AMEX are accepted. 

For more information, 
please call 508-909-4126

or email 
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news 

and she’ll be happy to help! 

OBITUARIES
Chester Misiaszek Jr., 71, of Putnam, 

passed away unexpectedly November 6, 
2020, at his home. He was born December 
12, 1948, in Putnam, son of Chester 
and Stasia (Boyko) Misiaszek Sr.  
Chester loved sports and was a fan of the 
Boston Red Sox, the Boston Celtics and 
the New England Patriots. He enjoyed 
playing tennis and loved the outdoor 
life. He traveled to the Caribbean four 
times in the past years. Chester leaves 
his identical twin brother, who was his 

best friend, Fred Misiaszek of Putnam; 
his sister Joan Galenski and her hus-
band Donald of Woodstock; his niece 
Heidi Urias and her husband Luis of 
Los Angeles, CA. He was predeceased 
by his mother, father and a niece 
Melissa Galenski. Funeral services 
are private. Donations may be made 
in his memory to a local dog shelter.  
Share a memory at www.smithand-
walkerfh.com.

Chester Misiaszek Jr., 71

Pay	Online	@								Putnam	High	School	-	LUNCH	MENU	²	December	2020					ALL	MEALS	ARE	FREE!!! 
myschoolbucks.com	

                                                                
 

 Monday Tuesday           Wednesday Thursday                Friday 
Menu Subject to Changes White Group December 1 Blue Group December 2 White Group December 3        White Group December 4 

Ala Carte Items For Sale: 
Baked Cookie    .45 ea. 
Baked Chips.85-$1.00 ea. 
Bottled Water   $ 1.10 lg  
Bottled Water Small   .70 
Juice        $1.35	 

~General Tso Chicken~ 
Breaded Chicken Tossed W/ Tangy 

Sweet & Mild Chili sauce 
Over Vegetable Fried Rice 

Or 

Spicy Chicken Sandwich 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

~ Italian WG Spaghetti and 
Homemade Meatball Dinner~ 

WG Breadstick 
Or	

Bacon	Cheeseburger	
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk	

~ Italian WG Spaghetti and 
Homemade Meatball Dinner~ 

WG Breadstick 
Or 

Bacon Cheeseburger 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

   

 ~Stuffed Crust Pizza~ 
               Or 
    ~Mozzarella Sticks~ 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 
 

Blue Group December 7 White Group December 8 Blue Group December 9 White Group December 10    Blue Group December 11 
~Chicken Potato Bowl~ 

W/ Whole Wheat Dinner Roll 
Or 

Spicy Chicken Sandwich 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

~Chicken Potato Bowl~ 
W/ Whole Wheat Dinner Roll 

Or 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

 

~Nachos Grande~ 

Spanish Rice W/ Black Beans 
With Fixings 

Or 
Bacon Cheeseburger 

Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk  

~Nachos Grande~ 

Spanish Rice W/ Black Beans 
With Fixings 

Or 
Bacon Cheeseburger 

Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk  

       ~Cheese Pizza Slice~ 
                        Or 
~ Homemade Cheese Calzone~ 
             Marina Sauce 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

Blue Group December 14 White Group December 15 Blue Group   December 16 White Group December 17  White Group December 18 
~Chicken Bacon 

 Ranch Flatbread ~ 
Or 

Spicy Chicken Sandwich 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

~Chicken Bacon 
 Ranch Flatbread ~ 

Or 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich 

Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

~Crispy Chicken Tenders~ 
Spicy or Plain 

Mashed Potatoes,Gravy 
WG Dinner Roll 

Or 
Bacon Cheeseburger 

Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk  

~Crispy Chicken Tenders~ 
Spicy or Plain 

Mashed Potatoes,Gravy 
WG Dinner Roll 

Or 
Bacon Cheeseburger 

Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk  

          ~Cheese Pizza Slice~ 
                        Or 
~ Homemade Cheese Calzone~ 
             Marina Sauce 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 
    

Blue Group December 21 White Group December 22     December 23 December 24    December 25 
 ~WG Waffle~ 

Strawberries & Whip Cream 
Fluffy Scrambled Eggs 

Spicy Chicken Sandwich 
Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

 ~WG Waffle~ 
Strawberries & Whip Cream 

Fluffy Scrambled Eggs 
Spicy Chicken Sandwich 

Vegetable, Fruit, & Milk 

 
All Distant Virtual 

Learning Day 

 

                   

December 28 December 29 December 30 December 31               January 1 
     

 
 “NEW” ALL MEALS ARE FREE TO ALL STUDENTS!!!!! FREE BREAKFAST, FREE LUNCH, EVERY DAY!!!!! 

 

 

   Breakfast is FREE to ALL Students 
DECEMBER 2020 

Putnam Elementary Breakfast In Classroom K-3rd   Grade 
 

White Group 
Fun Confetti Mini 
Pancakes 
100% Fruit Juice 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

Blue Group 
Whole Grain Bagel 
100% Fruit Juice 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

White Group 
Whole Grain Bagel 
100% Fruit Juice 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

Blue Group 
LF Chocolate Chip 
Muffin 
W/ String Cheese 
100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit  
 

White Group 
LF Chocolate Chip 
Muffin 
W/ String Cheese 
100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit  
 

Blue Group 
Fun Confetti Mini 
Pancakes 
100% Fruit Juice 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

Blue Group 
WG Cinnamon  
Breakfast Roll 
100% Fruit Juice 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

White Group 
WG Cinnamon  
Breakfast Roll 
100% Fruit Juice 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

Blue Group 
WG Apple Muffin 
 W/ String Cheese 
100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit  
 

White Group 
WG Apple Muffin 
 W/ String Cheese 
100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit  
 

White Group 
WG Breakfast Cereal 
 W/Graham Crackers 
 100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit                
 

Blue Group 
Sliced WG Banana 
 Bread 
 100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

White Group 
Sliced WG Banana 
 Bread 
 100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit 
 

 
All Virtual Learning 

Day 

  

 

Blue Group 
BeneFit Oatmeal 
Chocolate Chip 
Breakfast Bar 
100% Fruit Juice 
 

We Serve Whole Grains, Low Fat Milk and Cheese, Reduced Sugar Cereals, and a Variety of Fruit and 100% Fruit Juice No Added Sugar.  
We meet USDA Diet Regulations. 
1% White Milk, Low Fat Chocolate, and Skim Milk Is Offered With Every Meal 
 
Menu Subject To Change         WG=Denotes the use of Whole Grain Products     W= With   LF=Low Fat              USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER 
 

Breakfast is FREE to all Putnam  
Students 
Grades 4 & 5 “Grab and Go”  
Breakfast is served in the Cafeteria 

 

  

White Group 
BeneFit Oatmeal 
Chocolate Chip 
Breakfast Bar 
100% Fruit Juice 
 

 

White Group 
WG Breakfast Cereal 
 W/Graham Crackers 
 100% Fruit Juice 
 Assorted Fresh Fruit                
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   LUNCH IS FREE TO ALL STUDENTS 

DECEMBER 2020 
Putnam Elementary Lunch Menu   

 

White Group 
Cheese Pizza 

Fresh Garden Salad w/ 
Cherry Tomatoes & Cucumbers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Breakfast for Lunch: 

WG French Toast Sticks 
Fluffy Scrambled Egg 

Crispy Hash Brown Potato 
100% Fruit Juice 

 

White Group 
Breakfast for Lunch: 

WG French Toast Sticks 
Fluffy Scrambled Egg 

Crispy Hash Brown Potato 
100% Fruit Juice 

 

Blue Group 
Zesty Orange Popcorn 

WG Chicken Bites Tossed 
 in an Orange Glaze served over  

 Bed of Brown Rice 
Broccoli  

Fruit & Milk 
 

White Group 
Zesty Orange Popcorn 

WG Chicken Bites Tossed 
 in an Orange Glaze served over  

 Bed of Brown Rice 
Broccoli  

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Cheese Pizza 

Fresh Garden Salad w/ 
Cherry Tomatoes & Cucumbers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Toasted Cheese Sandwich  

Zesty Tomato Soup 
Goldfish Crackers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

 

White Group 
Toasted Cheese Sand-
wich  

Zesty Tomato Soup 
Goldfish Crackers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Popcorn Chicken Bowl 

Crisp Popcorn Chicken atop of 
Creamy Mashed Potatoes & 

Gravy 
Sweet Corn & Fruit & Milk 

 

White Group 
Popcorn Chicken Bowl 

Crisp Popcorn Chicken atop of 
Creamy Mashed Potatoes & 

Gravy 
Sweet Corn & Fruit & Milk 

 

White Group 
Cheese Pizza 

Fresh Garden Salad w/ 
Cherry Tomatoes & Cucumbers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
“Wolf Meal” 

Beef Burger w/ Cheese 
Seasoned Curly Fries 

100% Fruit Sherbet 
 

White Group 
“Wolf Meal” 

Beef Burger w/ Cheese 
Seasoned Curly Fries 

100% Fruit Sherbet 
 

 

All Virtual  
Learning Day 

 
[En ter 

Menu Items] 

s] 

Blue Group 
Fiesta Taco Bowl 

Seasoned Ground Beef, Lettuce, 
 Tomato, Cheddar Cheese  

WG Tostado Bowl 
Seasoned  Corn 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Menu Subject To Change                                           Milk Choices: Low Fat Chocolate, 1% White, or Skim Milk AUGUST 2020 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider          
                                                                                                                                                                                                    **WG= Whole Grain Product 
All meals comprise of Meat/meat alternate, grain, vegetable, fruit and milk 
 

Daily Meal Options: A,B,or C 
A=Meal of the Day 
B=Yogurt/Cheese stick, Soft WG 
Pretzel 
C=Peanut butter Jelly Sandwich 
 

White Group 
Fiesta Taco Bowl 

Seasoned Ground Beef, Lettuce, 
 Tomato, Cheddar Cheese  

WG Tostado Bowl 
Seasoned  Corn 

Fruit & Milk 
 

 

White Group 
Crispy Chicken  

Sandwich 
Seasoned Carrots 

Fruit & Milk 
 

  

 
   LUNCH IS FREE TO ALL STUDENTS 

DECEMBER 2020 
Putnam Middle School Lunch Menu   

 

White Group 
Cheese Pizza 

Fresh Garden Salad w/ 
Cherry Tomatoes & Cucumbers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Breakfast for Lunch: 

WG Waffle Sticks 
Fruit and Whipped Cream 

Fluffy Scrambled Egg 
Crispy Hash Brown Potato 

100% Fruit Juice 
 

White Group 
Breakfast for Lunch: 

WG Waffle Sticks 
Fruit and Whipped Cream 

Fluffy Scrambled Egg 
Crispy Hash Brown Potato 

100% Fruit Juice 
 

Blue Group 
Zesty Orange Popcorn 

WG Chicken Bites Tossed 
 in an Orange Glaze served over  

 Bed of Brown Rice 
Broccoli  

Fruit & Milk 
 

White Group 
Zesty Orange Popcorn 

WG Chicken Bites Tossed 
 in an Orange Glaze served over  

 Bed of Brown Rice 
Broccoli  

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Cheese Pizza 

Fresh Garden Salad w/ 
Cherry Tomatoes & Cucumbers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Toasted Cheese Sandwich  

Zesty Tomato Soup 
Goldfish Crackers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

 

White Group 
Toasted Cheese Sand-
wich  

Zesty Tomato Soup 
Goldfish Crackers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
Popcorn Chicken Bowl 

Crisp Popcorn Chicken atop of 
Creamy Mashed Potatoes & 

Gravy 
Sweet Corn & Fruit & Milk 

 

White Group 
Popcorn Chicken Bowl 

Crisp Popcorn Chicken atop of 
Creamy Mashed Potatoes & 

Gravy 
Sweet Corn & Fruit & Milk 

 

White Group 
Cheese Pizza 

Fresh Garden Salad w/ 
Cherry Tomatoes & Cucumbers 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Blue Group 
“Wolf Meal” 

Beef Burger w/ Cheese 
Seasoned Curly Fries 

100% Fruit Sherbet 
 

White Group 
“Wolf Meal” 

Beef Burger w/ Cheese 
Seasoned Curly Fries 

100% Fruit Sherbet 
 

 

All Virtual  
Learning Day 

 
[En ter 

Menu Items] 

s] 

Blue Group 
Fiesta Taco Bowl 

Seasoned Ground Beef, Lettuce, 
 Tomato, Cheddar Cheese  

WG Tostado Bowl, Rice 
Seasoned  Corn 

Fruit & Milk 
 

Menu Subject To Change                                           Milk Choices: Low Fat Chocolate, 1% White, or Skim Milk AUGUST 2020 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider          
                                                                                                                                                                                                    **WG= Whole Grain Product 
All meals comprise of Meat/meat alternate, grain, vegetable, fruit and milk 
 

Daily Meal Options: A,B,or C 
A=Meal of the Day 
B=Yogurt/Cheese stick, Soft WG 
Pretzel 
C=Peanut butter Jelly Sandwich 
 

White Group 
Fiesta Taco Bowl 

Seasoned Ground Beef, Lettuce, 
 Tomato, Cheddar Cheese  

WG Tostado Bowl, Rice 
Seasoned  Corn 

Fruit & Milk 
 

 

White Group 
Crispy Chicken  

Sandwich 
Plain or Spicy 

Seasoned Carrots 
Fruit & Milk 

 

  

OTHER DAILY
SELECTIONS:

ENTREES:
Breakfast Bars

Assorted Wg 
Muffins 

w/Cheese Stick 
or Chortles

Assorted 
Cereals 

w/Cheese Stick 
or Chortles

Banana Bread

Cinnamon Buns

WG Bagel

We serve whole grains, low fat milk, and cheese, reduced 
sugar cereals, a variety of fruits, and 100% fruit juice no added 
sugar. We meet USDA Diet Regulations.

WG=Denotes the use of Whole Grain Products   LF=Low Fat                                             
THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER

Breakfast Menu:

Day of The Week: Menu subject to change

Monday
Bacon, Egg, Cheese 
Sandwich

Tuesday
Bacon, Egg, 
Cheese Sandwich

Wednesday
Sausage, Egg, Cheese 
Sandwich

Thursday
Sausage, Egg, 
Cheese Sandwich

Friday
Wg Maple Burst n’ 
Pancake

2020-2021

Putnam Middle School

Breakfast is FREE to all students
Everyday!!!

•If you choose a Muffins or Cereal, you may choose a string  cheese or 
chocolate chortles with your breakfast or 2 Cereals (2 of 1 grain items)

•You can take up to 2 Fruits
•Only 1 juice per meal.  You may PURCHASE additional juice,ala carte 
pricing applies.

All students MUST choose a FRUIT and or 100% fruit juice with their 
meal

1% Low Fat Milk, Fat Free Chocolate, Non Fat Strawberry Milk and Skim 
Milk Is Offered With Every Meal.

 Customizable_SUMMER FLYER.docx 

“NEW” FREE MEALS CONTINUE FOR 
CHILDREN 18 YRS AND YOUNGER!!!! 

 NOW TILL June 30,2021 
DISTRIBUTION LOCATION:  

 PUTNAM MIDDLE SCHOOL PARKING LOT 

AS A DRIVE THRU  

WHEN:                  EVERY FRIDAY AT 2:45-3:15 PM 

CHILD WILL RECEIVE 7 BREAKFAST AND 7 LUNCHES 

STARTS SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 

*NO ID REQUIRED 

*CHILD DOES NOT NEED TO BE ENROLLED IN PUTNAM 
 

QUESTIONS CALL: JEANETTE LAPLUME 860 963 6933 EXT.2025 
 

Please check website for holiday schedule changes the week of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
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ES/MS/HS 
 

Cinnamon Bun 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Buttery Maple Waffles 
w/Syrup 

(1/2 Day) 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Breakfast Pizza 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Ham, Egg, & Cheese 
Breakfast Sandwich 

 

(1/2 Day) 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Bagel w/Cream Cheese 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Cinnamon Bun 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Mini Maple Pancakes 
w/Syrup 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Breakfast Pizza 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Sausage, Egg, & Cheese 
Breakfast Sandwich 

(1/2 Day) 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Pop-Tart 
Cheese Stick 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Cinnamon Bun 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Buttery Maple Waffles 
w/Syrup 

(1/2 Day) 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Breakfast Pizza 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Mini Maple Pancakes 
w/Syrup 

Sides 
“Served Daily w/Breakfast” 

1% Low Fat White Milk 
Fruit & 100% Fruit Juice 

(Excluding “Fresh” Apple Day) 
 

“BENEFITS” of BREAKFAST in the 
CLASSROOM 

 
INCREASED 

Standardized Test Scores 
Concentration 

Alertness ~ Memory 
Comprehension ~ Learning 

Cognitive Function 
Attention ~ Participation 

Student Nutrition 
Sense of Community 

DECREASED 
Tardiness ~ Stigma 
Behavioral Issues 

Absenteeism 
 Program Info 

https://district.thompsonk12.org 
FOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

(860) 923-9581 
Director:  Lisa Durand, x588 

ldurand@thompsonpublicschools.org  
Asst. Manager:  Chris Murphy, x587 

cmurphy@thompsonpublicschools.org  
 

FREE MEALS/CURBSIDE PICK-UP 
(BREAKFAST & LUNCH) 

Available to “ALL” Children 0-18 
Monday-Friday (12:00-1:00pm) 

Thompson Middle School “Entrance” 
(Main Lobby) 

 
Available  

 On-Site/Remote Learning Days 
Not Available   

Snow Days 
 

 (Lactaid Available Upon Request) 
 

If your child has a special dietary need, 
please call the Director for more 

information on meal substitutions. 
(MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 

Thompson Public Schools 
“Free” Breakfast Menu 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Breakfast Pizza 

 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Bacon, Egg, & Cheese 
Breakfast Sandwich 

(1/2 Day) 
 

ES/MS/HS 
 

Pop-Tart 
Cheese Stick 

 

MS/HS 
#1 Hamburger/Bun 

or #2 Cheddar Jack Burger 
ES 

Turkey/Cheese Sandwich 
Mayo & Chips 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 
 

MS/HS 
#1 Mozzarella Sticks 

w/Dipping Sauce 
or #2 Tuna Salad Bulkie 

ES 
Cheese Pizza 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS (1/2 Day) 
#1 Chicken Patty/Bun 
or #2 Italian Grinder 

ES 
Pretzel w/Cheese Sauce 
Ham Roll-Up ~ Cookie 
or Yogurt Bag Lunch 

 

MS/HS 
#1 Hot Dog/Bun 
or #2 Chef Salad 

ES 
Mozzarella Sticks 

 Dipping Sauce 
or Yogurt Bag Lunch 

 

MS/HS (1/2 Day) 
#1 Chicken Quesadilla 

or #2 Sloppy Joe 
ES 

“Red/White/Blue” Parfait 
Cinnamon Bun 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 
 

MS/HS 
#1 Hamburger/Bun 

or #2 Cheddar Jack Burger 
ES 

Ham/Cheese Sandwich 
Mayo/Chips 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS 
#1 “Soft” Taco w/Rice 

or #2 Chicken Salad Bulkie 
ES 

Chicken Nuggets/Ketchup 
Mac & Cheese 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS 
#1 Popcorn Chicken 

or #2 Zesty Orange Chick. 
Dinner Roll 

ES 
Taco Salad 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS 
#1 BBQ Pork Rib/Bun 

or #2 Chef Salad 
ES 

Cheeseburger/Bun 
Ketchup  

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS (1/2 Day) 
#1 Cheese Pizza 

or #2 Chicken Fajita Wrap 
ES 

“Red/White/Blue” Parfait 
Cinnamon Bun 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 

MS/HS 
#1 Hamburger/Bun 

or #2 Cheddar Jack Burger 
ES 

Chicken Salad Bulkie 
Pickles ~ Chips 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS 
#1 Mozzarella Sticks 

w/Dipping Sauce 
or #2 Tuna Salad Bulkie 

ES 
Cheese Pizza 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS (1/2 Day) 
#1 Chicken Patty/Bun 
or #2 Italian Grinder 

ES 
Pretzel w/Cheese Sauce 
Ham Roll-Up ~ Cookie 
or Yogurt Bag Lunch 

 
 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

 
 

“HOLIDAY RECESS” 
NO SCHOOL 

MS/HS 
#1 Meatball Grinder 

or #2 Turkey Salad Bulkie 
ES 

Chicken Nuggets/Ketchup 
Mac & Cheese 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

Sides 
Elementary/Middle/High School 

 
(M/F) Broccoli ~ Carrots (ES/MS/HS) 

(T) Potatoes ~ Corn (MS/HS) 
 (T) Beans/Cole Slaw (ES) 

(W) Yellow/Green Beans (ES/MS/HS) 
 (TH) Beans/Cole Slaw (MS/HS) 

(TH) Potatoes ~ Corn (ES)  
 

Elementary School 
(Friday’s) 

Take Home “Nutritional Activity” 
 

“Yogurt Bag Lunch” 
Yogurt/Muffin/Cheese Stick 

Fruit/Veggie/Milk 
 

SERVED DAILY 
Fat-Free Chocolate Milk  
Fruit & 100% Fruit Juice 

(Excluding “Fresh” Apple Day) 

  

 

Program Info 
https://district.thompsonk12.org 

FOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
(860) 923-9581 

Director:  Lisa Durand, x588 
ldurand@thompsonpublicschools.org  
Asst. Manager:  Chris Murphy, x587 

cmurphy@thompsonpublicschools.org  
 

FREE MEALS/CURBSIDE PICK-UP 
(BREAKFAST & LUNCH) 

Available to “ALL” Children 0-18 
Monday-Friday (12:00-1:00pm) 

Thompson Middle School “Entrance” 
(Main Lobby) 

 
Available  

 On-Site/Remote Learning Days 
Not Available   

Snow Days 
 

 (Lactaid Available Upon Request) 
 

If your child has a special dietary need, 
please call the Director for more 

information on meal substitutions. 
(MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 

Thompson Public Schools 
“Free” Lunch Menu 

MS/HS 
#1 Popcorn Chicken 

Or #2 Zesty Orange Chick. 
Dinner Roll 

ES 
Taco Salad 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 

MS/HS 
#1 Pulled Pork Sand. 

or #2 Chef Salad 
ES 

Hot Dog/Bun 
Ketchup 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch 
 

MS/HS (1/2 Day) 
#1 Cheese Pizza 

or #2 Buffalo Chick. Wrap 
ES 

“Red/White/Blue” Parfait 
Cinnamon Bun 

or Yogurt Bag Lunch  
 
 

Showcase 
Your 
Products 
& Services
Connecticut Villager Newspapers it a great place to 
promote your products, services, events and special 
offers. To learn more, talk to an ad consultant today! 

Mikaela Victor 508-909-4126 
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

ADVERTISING WORKS.
Call 860-928-1818

860Local.com
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
Crooked Creek Farm sells 

local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages you can order by Email or by Phone. 
CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308

www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

aprwoodstoves-fireplaces.com

SUPER HOT SALE!

Wood Stoves & Inserts
Pellet Stoves & Inserts

APR Wood Stoves & Fireplaces 860-800-5666

Gas Stoves & Inserts
Electric Fireplaces

Rise and Shine            Putnam High School Breakfast Menu     
                                      2020-2021Hybrid Blue and White  

 

“New” quick grab and go Breakfast will be served on breakfast 
cart outside the gymnasium and also served in the Kitchen daily. 
Grab your FREE breakfast!!!  

                  BREAKFAST IS FREE TO ALL PUTNAM STUDENTS                                                                                               Breakfast Served Daily 7:10-7:25am                                                
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

     Specials Entrées:                            Special Entrées;                      Special Entrées:                          Special Entrées;                   Special Entrées; 
Bacon Egg and Cheese 
on English Muffin 

Bacon Egg and Cheese on 
English Muffin 

Sausage Egg  Cheese on 
English Muffin 

Sausage Egg  Cheese on 
English Muffin 

 Wake Up Wrap: Ham Egg 
and Cheese  

• Double Choc. Chip 
Muffin 

• Blueberry Muffin 
• Assorted WG Low 

Sugar Cereal  
• Chocolate Chip 

BeneFit Bar 
• Pumpkin Bread 

• Double Choc. Chip 
Muffin 

• Blueberry Muffin 
• Assorted WG Low 

Sugar Cereal  
• Chocolate Chip 

BeneFit Bar 
• Pumpkin Bread 

• Double Choc. Chip 
Muffin 

• Blueberry Muffin 
• Assorted WG Low 

Sugar Cereal  
• Chocolate Chip 

BeneFit Bar 
• Pumpkin Bread 

• Double Choc. Chip 
Muffin 

• Blueberry Muffin 
• Assorted WG Low 

Sugar Cereal  
• Chocolate Chip 

BeneFit Bar 
• Pumpkin Bread 

• Double Choc. Chip 
Muffin 

• Blueberry Muffin 
• Assorted WG Low 

Sugar Cereal  
• Chocolate Chip 

BeneFit Bar 
• Pumpkin Bread 

 
Choose : 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
100% Fruit Juice 

Choose : 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
100% Fruit Juice 

 

Choose : 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
100% Fruit Juice 

Choose : 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
100% Fruit Juice 

 

Choose : 
Assorted Fresh Fruit 
100% Fruit Juice 

 
Assortment of Low Fat and 

Non Fat Milk Variety 
Assortment of Low Fat and 

Non Fat Milk Variety 
Assortment of Low Fat and 

Non Fat Milk Variety 
Assortment of Low Fat and 

Non Fat Milk Variety 
Assortment of Low Fat and 

Non Fat Milk Variety 

 
BUILD A HEALTHY BREAKFAST!  IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3…… 
 

1.  CHOOSE ONE ENTRÉE  
2.  GRAB YOUR FRUIT OR VEGETABLE ( UP TO 2 CHOICES, ONLY 1 FRUIT JUICE ALLOWED) All 

MEALS MUST HAVE AT LEAST 1 FRUIT OR VEGETABLE 
3. GRAB YOUR MILK Choicer: 1%milk,NF Chocolate, or Nonfat/Skim 

 

 
 

BUILD A HEALTHY BREAKFAST!  IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3…
1. CHOOSE ONE ENTRÉE 
2. GRAB YOUR FRUIT OR VEGETABLE ( UP TO 2 CHOICES, 		
	 ONLY 1 FRUIT JUICE ALLOWED) All MEALS MUST HAVE 		
	 AT LEAST 1 FRUIT OR VEGETABLE
3. GRAB YOUR MILK Choicer: 1%milk, NF Chocolate, or 		
	 Nonfat/Skim

Put your money 
where your mouth is.

 Advertise Today!

Connecticut Villager
Newspapers

Mikaela Victor 508-909-4126 
mikaela@

stonebridgepress.news

WWW.860Local.com
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