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BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School is among 47 edu-
cational organizations receiv-
ing grants through the Skills 
Capital Grant Program.

Gov. Charlie Baker, Lt. 
Gov. Karyn Polito, Labor 
and Workforce Development 
Secretary Rosalin Acosta and 
Education Secretary James 
Peyser announced the awards 
on Aug. 16, revealing that $9.7 
million was being split among 
the different schools across 
the commonwealth to update 
equipment and expand student 
enrollment in career education 
programs. The grants bring the 
total funding through the pro-
gram to $102 million since 2015.

“The Skills Capital Grants 
have helped give thousands 
of young people opportunities 
in high-demand jobs, and the 
grants have had a tremendous 
impact on students, schools 
and local businesses,” said 
Baker during the presentation 
at Peabody Veterans Memorial 
High School who were among 
the award recipients. “These 
significant investments made 
over the past six years in this 

program with our partners in 
the Legislature will help train 
students to adapt to the chang-
ing needs of our economy.”

“As we continue to address 
economic disparities across the 
Commonwealth and provide 
solutions to employment gaps 
in high-demand industries, 
the Skills Capital Grants play 
a significant role in training 
students of all ages for success-
ful long-lasting careers,” added 
Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development 
Secretary Rosalin Acosta. “The 
impact of these grant funds on 
students, educational institu-
tions, and local business part-
ners is incredibly positive and 
moves us toward a more equi-
table economy.”

Bay Path will receive a 
$250,000 grant, which will 
help update equipment in the 
school’s veterinary technolo-
gy program. The school will 
renovate the veterinary hospi-
tal where students train and 
work alongside industry pro-
fessionals in the fully opera-
tional veterinary hospital. The 
money will further help Bay 
Path develop after school and 
evening programs for adult 
learners to earn a veterinary 
assisting certification.

BOSTON — Attorney and 
Charlton native Thomas M. 
Bond has been elected pres-
ident of the Massachusetts 
Bar Association for the 2021-
22 membership year, which 
begins on Sept. 1. In his year 
as president, Bond will lead 
the bar’s efforts to strengthen 
its role as a partner to mem-
bers of the legal profession, 
with a focus on diversity and 
inclusion. 

“If you’re a lawyer in 
Massachusetts, there is no 
better home for you than 
the Massachusetts Bar 
Association, regardless of 
who you are, where you’re 
from or what kind of law you 
practice. I am looking for-
ward to working with and 
being a resource to all com-
munities,” said Bond. “We 
need the depth and breadth of 
what diverse people can bring 
to our organization, and I feel 
strongly that their voices, 
perspectives and experiences 
will make our organization 
stronger.” 

Bond is a founder and man-
aging partner of the Kaplan/
Bond Group in Boston. A 
trial lawyer and admiralty 
lawyer who has specialized 

in maritime and construction 
personal injury litigation for 
35 years, Bond’s trial prac-
tice includes admiralty and 
maritime law, construction, 
product liability, automobile, 
personal injury, and gen-
eral liability. He has tried 
many cases and has argued 
or briefed more than 25 
cases before various courts 
of appeal, including the U.S. 
Supreme Court (reversing 
a First Circuit holding that 
the dredge digging the Ted 
Williams tunnel was not a 

“vessel”), the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the First Circuit, 
the Supreme Judicial Court, 
the Massachusetts Appeals 
Court, and the Supreme 
Courts of Connecticut and 
New Hampshire. 

In addition to serving 
as MBA president, Bond 
is a member of the MBA’s 
Executive Management 
Board and Budget & Finance 
Committee. Bond served as 
co-chair of the MBA’s COVID 
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CHARLTON – Over this 
past summer, the town of 
Charlton has hosted an intern, 
Shepherd Hill Class of 2021 
graduate Henry Weiland, who 
has worked on a special proj-
ect geared towards helping 
improve voter turnout in the 
town.

Weiland, who also served 
as a student representative 
on the Charlton Board of 
Selectmen during his senior 
year, called his project the 
Charlton Civic Engagement 
Initiative. Spurred by the curi-
osity and interest he obtained 
in town politics from his time 
working with Charlton’s 
highest elected body Weiland 
wanted to find ways to help 
improve voter participation 
realizing that recent num-
bers have been an all-time low 
for the town even when con-
sidering the 2020 pandemic. 
Weiland presented his find-
ing to selectmen at a meet-
ing in early August. When 
comparing the turnout for 
the November 2020 election 
Weiland found that nearly 79 
percent of voters in Charlton 
took to the polls even under 
pandemic limitations. In the 
2021 local elections, however, 
only 7.16 percent cast their 
ballots, and only 1.44 percent 
of registered voters took part 
in the 2021 annual town meet-
ing. The data showed 2021 as 
among the lowest, if not the 
lowest, turnouts for the local 
election and town meeting in 
modern recorded history in 
Charlton. His research also 
showed that the numbers had 
bee steadily declining over 
the past two decades despite 
certain hot-button issues and 
highly publicized elections 
serving as successful outliers. 
Overall, Weiland felt the prob-
lem wasn’t isolated to any one 
year. Consistent voter partic-
ipation in Charlton has been 
falling for some time.

“It’s a yearly occurrence, 
and we have to look at what 
we do and how we do it to 

change that and get more vot-
ers to turn out,” Weiland told 
selectmen. “A lot has changed 
in the past 20 years. We didn’t 
have cellphones. It was a 
completely different society. 
Sometimes the local govern-
ment is a little bit slower than 
the changes in society so it’s 
a little bit of a call for us to 
do better and that progress 
exists.”

Weiland’s research also 
sought input from the public 
through a Google forum poll, 
although that only resulted 
in 174 participants. Still, the 
results provided a consistent 
perspective. Most of the par-
ticipants said they partake in 
local elections or meetings, 
and just over 60 percent of 
them felt they were informed 
of town meetings and elections 
while 68 percent felt they were 
informed of the place and time 
of these events. The survey 
also sought input on how com-
munication can be improved 
and increased signage inform-
ing of elections and meetings 
and the use of a push notifica-
tion system to remind voters 
of these events were among 
the most popular options.

“This led me to conclude 
that there is a large percent-
age of people who don’t know 
where and when we vote. That 
should lead us to improve our 
communication between the 
town and our citizens and 
that the town election meeting 
days can be moved around a 
bit to increase accessibility to 
the town,” Weiland said. 

Some of his recommenda-
tions were increasing physi-
cal signage around town, espe-
cially in heavily trafficked 
areas like Route 20, and con-
sidering using the TurboVote 
system which allows individ-
uals to register for reminders 
without risk of their personal 
information being sold off.

While Weiland felt his 
report provided some insight 
into how the community can 
improve, he acknowledged 
that the goal isn’t to get every-

BY JASON BLEAU
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CHARLTON – Charlton’s 
current Board of Selectmen 
took time to honor previous 
members during an Aug. 10 
meeting, with former select-
men John McGrath, Deborah 
Noble and Karen Spiewak 
all present to be acknowl-
edged by their peers.

Selectman Bill Borowski 
started the brief ceremony 
noting that all three select-
men had exited their posi-
tions during the pandem-
ic and had not received a 
“proper goodbye.” McGrath 
chose not to run for reelec-
tion in 2020 after years of ser-
vice to the town, Noble chose 
to run for Town Moderator 
instead of maintaining her 
selectman seat in 2020 and 
Spiewak relinquished her 
seat earlier this year as she 
planned to move out of town. 

Borowski and his fellow 
sitting selectmen saw fit to 
finally give these three pub-
lic servants a proper “thank 
you” for their dedication to 
the town.

“From the bottom of my 
heart, I can’t thank all of 
you enough. When I first 
came on all three of you 
took me under your wings to 
teach me more about what 
the most important things 
were for the town. I know 
we didn’t always get along, 
but the reality is you were 
all great mentors,” Borowski 
said. “You all dedicated a tre-
mendous number of hours to 
the town, and we are in the 
better place because of you 
three. The town owes you a 
thank you for all your years 
of service.”

Selectman David Singer, 
currently the longest ten-
ured selectman on the 
board, who, along with 
Borowski, served with all 

three prior selectmen, also 
took a moment to recognize 
his former colleagues noting 
that the job of a selectman 
is often thankless, but it is 
an important job nonethe-
less that all three dedicated 
themselves too proudly.

“I don’t think the public 
really knows what you did 
behind the scenes, the self-
less acts and in some cases 
the abuse when all you 
ever did was fight for what 
you believe is right for this 
town,” said Singer. “I don’t 
think we can thank you 
enough for putting your-
selves out there and doing 
what you did for as long as 
you did.”

Selectmen capped off the 
brief ceremony with a break 
from their meeting to enjoy 
cake and welcome other 
present to share in celebrat-
ing the work of the three 
former town leaders.
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Former selectmen Deborah Noble, John McGrath and Karen Spiewak were recognized by the current 
Board of Selectmen for their service to Charlton.
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WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College (QCC) President 
Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D. and Mount 
Wachusett Community College 
(MWCC) President James L. Vander 
Hooven, Ed.D. have forged a new trans-
fer agreement between the two Central 
Massachusetts community colleges, 
strengthening an already strong part-
nership. 

The agreement will enable QCC stu-
dents to seamlessly transfer to MWCC 
after they have completed their gener-
al education courses, in order to earn 
an Associate Degree in either Physical 
Therapist Assisting or Veterinary 
Technology.  MWCC students will have 
a similar reciprocal transfer opportuni-
ty with QCC. MWCC students interest-
ed in an Associate Degree in Radiologic 
Technology or Respiratory Care can 
transfer into QCC’s programs once 
their general education courses are 
completed. 

“We serve the community and our 
communities are not defined by rigid 
boundaries; they blend into one anoth-
er,” President Pedraja said. “I think it 
is critical to create partnerships such as 

this one that will allow us to provide ser-
vices to a greater number of students.” 

“One of the areas in Massachusetts 
that all community colleges are look-
ing for are ways to partner with one 
another so that we are not duplicating 
all of the services we offer. I think the 
proximity of QCC and MWCC offers us 
an opportunity for unique partnerships 
and this is a perfect example of how 
we can do that,” said President Vander 
Hooven.

 Both presidents see these types of 
agreements only increasing in the 
future to meet the needs of a diverse 
student population that community col-
leges such as MWCC and QCC histori-
cally serve. 

“It can’t be about competing against 
one another.  We’re all part of the 
Commonwealth and we are all working 
to help our students to ensure they are 
successful,” said President Pedraja.

Visit QCC or MWCC to learn more 
about these new program partnerships. 

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 
508.854.7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu

REGION — Country Bank, a full-ser-
vice financial institution serving cen-
tral and western Massachusetts, is 
pleased to announce recent staff pro-
motions.

Julie Yi has been promoted to 
Senior Vice President, Controller and 
Operations.  She has extensive expe-
rience in finance and operations and 
serves on Country Bank’s senior man-
agement team. Yi holds a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Accounting from the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas and is 
a Certified Public Accountant.

Justin Calheno has been promot-
ed to Assistant Vice President, Retail 
Lending. He holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business Management from 
Westfield State University and is a 
graduate of The New England School 
for Financial Studies. Calheno serves 
as a Board Member for the Ludlow 
Boys and Girls Club.

Lisa Saletnik has been promoted to 
Assistant Vice President, Business 
Systems. She holds an Associate’s 
Degree from Baypath University in 
Health Science and is a graduate of 
The New England School for Financial 
Studies.

 Mackenna Hogan has been promoted 
to Commercial Banking Administration 

Officer. She holds a Bachelor of Finance 
Degree from UMass Amherst.

Antonio Palano has been promot-
ed to Assistant Vice President, Retail 
Lending. He holds an Associate’s 
Degree in Business Administration 
from Springfield Technical Community 
College. 

Newly appointed officers include Sam 
Pursey, Erin Skoczylas, Ashley Swett 
and Sarah Yurkunas.

Sam Pursey has been promoted to 
Relationship Management Officer. 
Pursey holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Finance from UMass Amherst.

Erin Skoczylas has been promoted 
to Assistant Controller. She holds a 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
from Western New England University, 
an Associate’s degree in Business 
Administration from Springfield 
Technical Community College, and is 
a graduate of The New England School 
for Financial Studies.

Ashley Swett has been promoted to 
Customer Care Center Officer. She is 
a graduate of The New England School 
for Financial Studies.

Sarah Yurkunas has been pro-
moted to Relationship Management 
Officer. Sarah holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Business from Baypath 

University, a certificate from the 
Massachusetts Bankers Association in 
Fundamentals of Credit Analysis: Intro 
to Commercial Lending, and is current-
ly enrolled in the New England School 
for Financial Studies Program. 

“I am thrilled to congratulate Julie, 
Justin, Tony, Lisa, Mackenna, Sam, 
Erin, Ashley and Sarah on their pro-
motions and all of the accomplishments 
that got them here; they are a key part 
of our success.  We’re pleased to provide 
the opportunities for our people to devel-
op not only within their roles today, but 
into new opportunities tomorrow. These 
team members embody our corporate 
values of iSTEP – Integrity, Service, 
Teamwork, Excellence and Prosperity,” 
stated Miriam Siegel, First Senior Vice 
President of Human Resources.

 About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service mutual 

community bank serving central and 
western Massachusetts with 14 offic-
es in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, 
and Worcester. Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM network. 
Country Bank can be reached at 800-322-
8233 or online at countrybank.com.
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Archie came to the shelter as a 
stray from a local town. He was found 
sitting in the middle of the street  and was rescued by a 
member of the highway department. Archie is a sweet, 
playful and cute little guy. 

He LOVES attention and he loves to play with the oth-
er cats at the shelter. Besides playing; his other favorite 
activity is eating. We would love to find Archie a home 
with another kitten. 

His playful antics bring a smile to your face.

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Name: Archie
Breed: DSH 
Sex: Male   Age: Kitten

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com  

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

Have a safe & happy  
Labor Day weekend! 

We are  
closing for vacation 

August 29 
thru Sept 6, 

and will re-open on 
September 7

BENEFIT FOR 
JAMIE’S KIDS

Cupcake Bar, Music, Raffles, Food, Bounce House! 
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT ($10)

Saturday, September 18th, 2021 • 2pm – 10pm
Brookfield Rod & Gun Club 

56 Webber Road, Brookfield, MA 01515

Jamie’s was a wife, mother and a friend who lost her life tragically  
to domestic violence on June 22nd, 2021. 

Jamie’s three children are now left without a Mother or a Father.
This benefit is to help her Children and to make their lives a little brighter. 

Country Club
Acres

61 Airport Road, Dudley MA 01571

Single Family homes for Homeowners 55+ 

CALL FRAN SILVA 508-208-9371

 to set up an appointment to see a similar development in Shrewsbury.

One - level 
Living

SIMILAR HOME

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Homeowners 55+ Single Family Detached Condominiums at 

Pre-Construction Pricing...Starting at  $399,000!  
We O�er VA Loans

Looking for fun, hard working individuals to 
help out at woodstock fair. 

We are looking for people to help out in food 
stands for Fiesta shows. 

16 years and older with no experience needed. 
�is will be a fun way to earn extra money

Contact Jacques at 603 997 8091 or 
food@�estashows.com

WOODSTOCK FAIR
HELP WANTED

Country Bank announces promotions

QCC and MWCC  
collaborate on new  

program partnerships

All We Know 
Is
Local

StonebridgePress.com

Insightful



BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Area forests face a wide 
range of assaults, and the state can’t 
keep track of them all. 

To Department of Conservation and 
Recreation forester Felicia Hubacz, 
that’s a call for citizen scientists to come 
forward and help.

“By giving everyone else the same 
knowledge I have, I hope you can take 
it and run,” she told a few dozen partic-
ipants of her MACC “Lunch and Learn” 
talk last week. 

Hubacz’s talk was primarily focused 
on updating the impact of several insect 
and other attackers on the Bay State’s 
forest health, but there are countless 
citizen science opportunities available. 
One New England-specific website, 
naturegroupie.org, lists everything 
from monitoring Maine beaches or New 
Hampshire water quality to cataloging 
invasive plants, counting various kinds 
of animals, identifying vernal pools, 
and documenting the effects of climate 
change. The federal citizenscience.gov 
website lists 491 operational or planned 
projects nationwide; some are recruit-
ing volunteers, others are not. Mass.gov 
specifically has a Web page for “coastal 
citizen science” seeking people to do a 
variety of things to “advanc[e] scientif-
ic knowledge about the Massachusetts 
coast.”

“Community-based data collection 
helps fill gaps left by government, pri-
vate, and nonprofit groups with limited 
funds to research, explore, and protect 
vast natural systems,” the mass.gov 
page states.

In Hubacz’s case, such assistance 
would fill gaps in understanding the 
effects and outbreaks of such things as 
beech leaf disease, which she said is 
new in this area but “we’re seeing it all 
over the place.” The illness afflicts all 
kinds of beeches; it’s most noticeable 
symptom is dark bands on the leaves 
that later become distorted. 

She said it’s caused by a nematode, 
and was first observed two or three 
years ago. DCR has “no idea how it’s 
being spread,” but suspects birds.

A similar relative newcomer is the 
emerald ash borer, but that has become 
so common it’s “no longer a priority for 
the DCR,” Hubacz said. She showed a 
map which indicated the insect’s first 
pocket was in the Berkshires in 2012, 

but “we’re just considering it every-
where” today. It’s too new in our area 
for the trees to have developed a resis-
tance, but she noted foresters are seeing 
resistant trees in Michigan. The agency 
uses three kinds of parasitic wasp as 
biocontrol, with five test sites in prog-
ress.

By contrast, the gypsy moth – some-
times now termed “LDD” after the 
abbreviation of its Latin name – has 
been well-known for decades, but still 
strikes in cycles. This year, “almost 
all gypsy moth damage is in the 
Berkshires,” where it’s causing “lots 
and lots of defoliation,” Hubacz said. 
Trees thus weakened tend to fall prey 
to various kinds of beetles and other 
attackers, and the moth’s annual range 
is typically determined by weather.

Temperature also affects the wooly 
adelgid, a tiny insect that’s been par-
ticularly harmful to hemlocks. Hubacz 
said they saw a “heavy dieoff” in the 
winter of 2017-8, but last winter did not 
get “enough of a temperature drop to 
see these guys drop in population.”

Ironically, she noted, these insects 
are almost all asexual female clones 
because our area doesn’t have the 
spruce species they normally breed in. 
A few of the species’ winged males have 
been found in Massachusetts, though.

One troublesome insect DCR is “mak-
ing good progress” against is the asian 
longhorned beetle. That has required 
cutting down a large number of trees, 
especially in the Worcester area, which 
was hard hit. Last year DCR found one 
infested tree on an Auburn golf course, 
but it did not seem to spread to oth-
ers nearby. This year, they found one 
in Worcester, but the damage “looks 
older.” The agency set many ALB traps 
in the Worcester area, “but we haven’t 
found an ALB in a trap since 2015,” she 
said.

DCR is tracking several tree dis-
eases, particularly white pine needle-
cast disease and red pine scale, both 
of which have become more common 
due to climate change. The agency is 
also watching a few “possible future 
threats” that are not yet in our area, 
but have been reportedly relatively 
nearby. One is the spotted lanternfly, 
a southern insect that feeds on tree of 

heaven (itself an invasive), but also 
several kinds of fruit trees or vines. 
According to a map Hubacz showed, the 
closest infestation was in southwestern 
Connecticut as of August 2020, although 
individual insects have been spotted 
in Massachusetts. Part of the problem 
here is that the insect “will lay eggs 
anywhere” – on trees, on rocks – and its 
egg masses can be mistaken for lichens 
in early stages of development.

Similarly, DCR is concerned about 
the possible arrival of oak wilt infec-
tion, a systemic fungal disease that can 
spread both by a beetle attracted to the 
spores and by root contact. It’s now in 
New York, and she said, “If it’s found 
in Massachusetts, it’s going to be a real 
pain in the butt.”

Despite all these threats, she noted, 
“We’ll always have trees, even if they’re 
maybe not the ones we really want.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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ACCURACY WATCH
The Charlton Villager is committed to accu-

racy in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, email news@stone-
bridgepress.news or call (508) 909-4106 during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone call.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE

Saturday, September 18, 2021

Grouped Items: 
Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no TV’s) Tools 
- hand tools, lights, flooring etc… Furniture - Tables, 
chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc… House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, 
cups, small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, 
baseball equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes 
- shirts, pants, jackets, shoes, bags
Kids toys and baby items - high chairs, bouncy, 
games, seats Antiques

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Rd, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 p.p. fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT 

CARDS!”
24,000 sqft of yard sale items - ONE DAY ONLY -

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Expert says forest health 
needs citizen scientists

“Every Town 
Deserves 
a Good 
Local 

Newspaper”
www.Stonebridge 

Press.com



WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, 
a community bank with 12 locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts, has 
been named as an honoree in the Boston 
Business Journal’s 2021 Corporate 
Citizenship Awards, a recognition of 
the region’s top corporate charitable 
contributors. The Business Journal 
annually publishes this list to showcase 
companies that promote and prioritize 
giving back to their communities. 

“We are honored to have been recog-
nized for our charitable contributions 
throughout 2020,” said Cornerstone 

Bank CEO Todd Tallman. “Our giv-
ing efforts last year included nearly 
$400,000 in donations to local organiza-
tions. This included funds to purchase 
PPE for Harrington HealthCare System, 
donations to three local United Way 
chapters, the Worcester County Food 
Bank and the Worcester Community 
Action Council, 16 scholarships to grad-
uating seniors and many more.”

This year, only 98 companies qual-
ified for the distinction by reporting 
at least $100,000 in contributions to 
Massachusetts-based charities last 

year. The honorees this year include 
companies from such industry sectors 
as financial and professional services, 
health care, technology, retail and pro-
fessional sports. 

“During a year filled with unprec-
edented events and change, it’s 
incredible to think that so many 
companies, as represented by those 
on the Boston Business Journal’s 
Corporate Charitable Contributors 
list, still gave so generously to char-
ities in Massachusetts,” said Boston 
Business Journal Market President and 
Publisher Carolyn Jones. “These com-
panies give back at least $100,000 to the 
local community, and now we are in a 
time when giving back and helping one 
another is more important than ever. 
The philanthropic companies prioritize 
the welfare of our communities, and we 
are excited to be able to honor them.” 

Cornerstone Bank and other honor-
ees will be celebrated at the Boston 
Business Journal’s 16th Annual 
Corporate Citizenship Awards on Sept. 
9, a commemoration of honorees that 
will be virtual to ensure everyone’s 
health and safety. 

“With the hardships many faced in 

2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
was more important than ever for us 
to continue to find ways to give back,” 
continued Tallman. “Despite restric-
tions on gatherings, in-person events 
and other traditional opportunities for 
volunteering, we were still able to help 
better our own backyard, a commit-
ment we will continue to pursue in 2021 
and in the future.” 

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank is an independent, 

mutual savings bank serving residents, 
businesses and communities through-
out Central Massachusetts. Our cus-
tomer promise, Built on Trust, is not 
just a brand, but also a corporate focus. 
Whether a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone Bank rests on 
the foundation that relationships are 
built on trust. Deposits are insured in 
full by a combination of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund. The Bank is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer, Equal 
Housing Lender and SBA Preferred 
Lender. To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and business banking 
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Response Task Force, which 
worked with the courts and 
the bar to establish guide-
lines for the operation of the 
courts and provided daily 
notifications to the legal com-
munity of rules and court 
changes during the pandem-
ic. He has also served as a 
chair of the MBA’s Judicial 
Diversity Task Force and as 
chair of the MBA’s Judicial 
Administration Section, 
where he also chaired the sec-
tion’s Ad Hoc Subcommittee 
on Diversity, which success-
fully introduced a resolu-
tion at the MBA’s House of 
Delegates supporting efforts 
to increase diversity in the 
court system. Over the past 
year, he has continued his 
efforts to improve the legal 
system by bringing judges 
and lawyers together, mod-
erating a bench-bar forum 
with the Flaschner Judicial 
Institute and also a ques-
tion-and-answer forum with 
the chief justices of the Trial 
and Superior courts and 
other judges on reducing 
stressors in the courtroom. 

Outside the MBA, Bond is a 
member of the Massachusetts 
Academy of Trial Attorneys 
(MATA), where he has 
served on its executive com-
mittee and board of gover-
nors. He received MATA’s 
President’s Award in 2014. 
He is also a member of the 

American Association for 
Justice. A frequent lecturer 
on admiralty law at Suffolk 
University Law School, Bond 
has also lectured locally at 
Massachusetts Continuing 
Legal Education (MCLE), the 
Boston Bar Association and 
the New England School of 
Law, and nationally before 
the Tulane Admiralty Law 
Institute in New Orleans, the 
American Association for 
Justice and the American 
Trial Lawyers Association. 

Bond graduated summa 
cum laude from Northeastern 
University in 1982, and from 
Suffolk University Law 
School in 1985. Bond grew up 
in Charlton, and graduated 
from Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School in 1977. A life-
long Massachusetts resident, 
he has lived in Hopkinton 
for 26 years, where he still 
resides with his wife of 36 
years. They have two grown 
daughters and one chocolate 
rescue lab. 

The MBA’s leadership 
team for the 2021-22 year 
includes President Thomas 
M. Bond, President-Elect 
Grace V.B. Garcia, Vice 
President Damian J. Turco, 
Treasurer Victoria Santoro 
Mair and Secretary Michael 
H. Hayden. Martin W. Healy 
is the MBA’s chief legal 
counsel and chief operating 
officer. Full officer bios are 
available at www.massbar.
org/officers. 

 

4  •The Charlton Villager•  www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, September 3, 2021

This feature is for churches, senior centers,  
libraries, or other civic organizations  
who have events coming up. 

Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news  
(Charlton Villager); or Mikaela Victor at 508-909-4126  
or email Mikaela@stonebridgepress.news (Sturbridge Villager)  
for advertising sizes and prices

Socially Speaking…

CHURCH LISTINGS
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. 
www.fedchurchcharlton.org
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond 
Hill Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, 
Sunday worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Stafford 
St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., 
Sunday Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of God Southern New England 
District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-3771, 
snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

OPEN TO CLOSE
TOWN HALL (508) 248-2200

Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays ...........................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday ................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
PUBLIC LIBRARY (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

POLICE DEPARTMENT (248-2250)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

FIRE DEPARTMENT (248-2299)
Monday to Friday ................ 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

POST OFFICES
Charlton Center Post Office ... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508)  .............  (800) 275-8777

SCHOOLS
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School  .....................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School ..........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

CHARLTON ALMANAC

TO PLACE AN AD:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS

(508) 909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Chalrton Villager
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@st onebr idgepr ess.news 
OR send to Chalrton VillageP.O. Box 
90, Southbridge, MA 01550’
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at Southbridge, MA  01550.  POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to 
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FRANK G. CHILINSKI 
860-928-1818 EXT. 103

frank@stonebridgepress.news

BUSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAU 
860-928-1818 EXT. 102

ryan@salmonpress.news
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JIM DINICOLA 
508-764-6102
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BRENDAN BERUBE
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REAL ESTATE 
TRANSACTIONS

CHARLTON 
$347,500, 50 Glen Echo Shore Rd, 

Blackman Kenneth W Est, and 
Blackman, Robert E, to Blackman, 
Tiffany L.

$325,000, 21 Leland Dr, Dabrowski, 
David W, to Dabrowski, Joseph D.

$207,000, 52 Carpenter Hill Rd, 
Blanchard, Scott E, and Blanchard, 
Michelle M, to Morse, Jody, and 
Morse, Kimberly.

$150,000, Osgood Rd #5, 
Lemansky, Robert F, to Isakson, 
Matthew M, and Isakson, Justine 
C.

one to the polls. It’s sim-
ply to make sure people 
are informed and can be 
involved if they choose. 

“Obviously, you can’t get 
everyone. You’re not going 
to be able to force every-
one to vote. Not everyone is 
going to be interested. It’s 
unrealistic. The fact that 
80 percent of people par-
ticipated before in a town 
election and only 7 per-
cent participated this year 
shows that there is room for 
improvement. We’re never 
going to hit a hundred – It’s 

not really about fixing the 
issue entirely, but improv-
ing what we have,” said 
Weiland.

The Board of Selectmen 
said they will take Weiland’s 
data and recommendations 
under consideration includ-
ing examining and invest-
ment in TurboVote and 
considering the possibility 
of forming a committee to 
help built off of the foun-
dation Weiland provided in 
his research. The Board also 
discussed the possibility of 
starting informational wel-
come kits for new citizens 
to town helping to introduce 
them to Charlton’s govern-
mental processes. 

STUDY
continued from page    A1

BOND
continued from page A1

Cornerstone Bank named among most 
charitable companies in Massachusetts 

by Boston Business Journal
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125 Southbridge Road, Charlton, MA 01507  
(508) 248-9797 www.charltonoil.com

CURRENT OIL PRICE  $2.30/gallon*
Monday, Aug. 9 • 100 gallon minimum

* call or visit website for the most up-to-date price * prices subject to change

 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 
AVAILABLE

PROPANE  Price Per Gallon
75-150 .................................. $2.35
150-300 ................................ $1.99
300-500 ................................ $1.85
500 Plus ........................Call O�ce

Tanks Filled to 80% • Driver Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH! 
No Long-term Contract Required to Buy Propane. 

Call office for details.

Your locally-owned hometown  
heating oil specialists

Sales & Service!
OIL

PROPANE

ONLINE  
ORDERING NOW 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

NOW HIRING 
CLASS B DRIVERS

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/30/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

Floods. Fires.  
16th birthdays. 
What scares you 
the most? 
Sometimes the littlest things can 
keep you up at night. But with 
Bair Insurance at your side, the 
future isn’t so scary.  
Call 508-248-4204 and let us 
provide you with a free quote and 
answer any questions.

Coverage 
for Auto, 

Home, Boat, 
Wedding 

and more!

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY 
58 AF PUTNAM RD 
CHARLTON, MA 01507 
Phone: 508.248.4204 
Fax: 508.248.1199 
Email: cs@bairinsurance.com Web 
Site: WWW.BAIRINSURANCE.COM

Peter Maly, R.D.O. • Renee Gomez, O.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 • Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

Eyeglasses 
Eye Exams • Contacts

Trust your eyes to the eye  
professionals who have achieved the 
BEST OF CENTRAL MASS AWARD 

for the past five years!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, MassachusettsEast Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grass Fed Grass Finished Beef 
& Pasture Raised Pork

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

If you are leaving your employer, 
do you know your 401(k) options?
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 

40l(k), including leaving the money in your former 

employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s 

plan, rolling it over to an Individual Retirement 

Account (IRA) or cashing out the account subject to 

tax consequences. To learn more, call today.

MKT-5894K-A

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
screen print and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection
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P.E.O. Sisters’ Meeting 

includes Bay Path  
PN Director

PAXTON — P.E.O. Chapter R met 
recently at the home of Pamela Thomas-
Nielsen. A delicious lunch was provided 
by the hostess. The P.E.O. sisters shared 
many interesting facts and explained 
the many wonderful fundraising activ-
ities as well as the equally wonder-
ful scholarship recipients they have 
worked with in the past. Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
of Douglas, Academy Director for 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
attended along with her daughter Lilly 
A. Bolandrina of Boston, a sophomore 
at Boston University, major in econom-

ics. The Bolandrinas admired the many 
accomplishments and philanthropic 
work of the P.E.O. sisters.  

P.E.O. is a philanthropic organiza-
tion where women CELEBRATE the 
advancement of women; EDUCATE 
women through scholarships, grants, 
awards, loans, and stewardship of 
Cottey College and MOTIVATE women 
to achieve their highest aspirations.
The P.E.O. Sisterhood is a U.S.-based 
international women’s organization of 
about 230,000 members, with a primary 
focus on providing educational oppor-
tunities for female students worldwide. 

The Sisterhood is headquartered in Des 
Moines, Iowa, with chapters through-
out the United States and Canada 
(www. Peointernational.org). 

The sisters in attendance who shared 
their stories include the hostess, Pamela 
Thomas-Nielsen of Paxton, Jane Flynn, 

Beverly Kruger and Eleanor Brockway, 
all of Worcester, Barbara Cotoian and 
Chris White, both of Shrewsbury, Katy 
Todd of North Andover, Joan Clauson 
and Sheila Ansley, both of Charlton.  

For more information about P.E.O., 
visit www.peointernational.org.

Photo Courtesy

P.E.O. Chapter R met recently at the home of Pamela Thomas-Nielsen. 



WORCESTER — The College 
of the Holy Cross congratulates 
822 new Crusaders who will be 
starting at the College in Fall 
2021. The following local stu-
dents will be part of the Class 
of 2025:

Benjamin Johnson of 
Uxbridge

K h u s h i 
Patel of 
Uxbridge

T h e 
C l a s s 
of 2025 
i n c l u d e s 
s t u d e n t s 
from 33 
states and 
15 nations 
a c r o s s 
the globe. 
This year’s 
incoming 
class is 
made up of 

54 percent women and 46 percent 
men, with 23 percent of students 
coming from ethnically diverse 
backgrounds and 16 percent as 
proud first-generation college 
students.

These newly minted Crusaders 
have distinguished themselves 
through community service, 
leadership roles, and diverse 
participation in areas like the 
arts, music and athletics.

The new Crusaders will arrive 
on campus and move into the 
residence halls starting at 8:30 
a.m., Saturday, August 28th, 
where they will be welcomed to 
Mount St. James by an enthu-
siastic purple crew of current 
students, staff, faculty and alum-
ni. Fall classes are set to begin 
Monday, September 6th.

“I am thrilled to welcome Holy 
Cross’ Class of 2025 - a vibrant 
and diverse group of exceptional 
students who are also one of the 

most academically accomplished 
classes in the College’s history. 
I can’t wait to see what you do 
and how you will grow ethical-
ly, spiritually and intellectually 
on The Hill,” said Holy Cross 
President Vincent Rougeau.

About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy Cross, 

in Worcester, Mass., is among 
the nation’s leading liberal arts 
institutions. A highly selective, 
four-year, exclusively under-
graduate college of 3,100 stu-
dents, Holy Cross is renowned 
for offering a rigorous, person-
alized education in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. Since its 
founding in 1843, Holy Cross 
has made a positive impact in 
society by graduating students 
who distinguish themselves as 
thoughtful leaders in business, 
professional and civic life.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Less than a month 
after authorizing local school 
boards to approve their own 
mask policies for the upcom-
ing year, state leaders have 
reversed course and mandated 
masking in schools. 

At a special meeting held 
on Aug. 24, the state’s Board 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education voted 9-1 to give 
Commissioner Jeffrey Riley the 
authority to mandate masks in 
all K-12 public schools through 
at least Oct. 1. 

When students left school in 
June for the summer break, 
they assumed they were 
also leaving mask mandates 
behind. COVID-19 conditions 
were rapidly improving at the 
time, but the highly contagious 
Delta variant caused a signif-
icant reversion over the last 
month. 

Now, as students head back 
to school, they’ll once again 
have to include masks in their 
daily preparations.

“In light of the current rise 
of COVID-19 in Massachusetts, 
I believe a mask mandate 
will be an important addi-
tional measure to keep stu-
dents in school safely at this 
time,” Commissioner Riley 

said. “Masks remain a simple 
and effective mitigation mea-
sure to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. A mandate will also 
provide more time for students 
and staff to get vaccinated, as 
we know vaccination remains 
the single most important tool 
in mitigating the impact of 
COVID-19.”

The late changes in policy at 
the state level frustrated local 
school officials, parents, and 
students. Many school com-
mittees had already voted on 
masking guidance for the fall of 
2021, only to have state leaders 
override local policies at the 
last minute. Governor Charlie 
Baker had even supported the 
DESE’s previous recommen-
dations that individual school 
districts determine their own 
masking regulations.

“Giving the locals the oppor-
tunity to own the decisions 
they make is a big and import-
ant issue,” Baker said during 
an Aug. 16 press conference. “If 
you look at what has played out 
in other states where the gov-
ernment has taken away the 
authority for locals to make 
their own decisions, that’s 
not the right way to play this 
game.”

Despite the vacillation 
among state educational lead-

ers, many local school officials 
and parents are pleased with 
the eventual change back to 
mask mandates. Officials had 
been concerned about how 
to ensure continued safety in 
schools without firm policies 
in place, especially with unvac-
cinated students, staff mem-
bers, and visitors returning to 
school buildings this fall.

The state’s latest mask man-
date applies to all public school 
students in grades K-12, as well 
as staff members. It includes 
an exemption for individuals 
who cannot wear a mask for 
medical or behavioral reasons.

At the end of September, 
Commissioner Riley will reas-
sess COVID-19 conditions 
and determine with medical 
experts whether the mask man-
date should be extended. With 
cases and hospitalizations 
sharply rising nationwide over 
the last month, many experts 
are predicting that conditions 
will worsen with the return of 
colder weather. 

State officials said all deci-
sions related to masking, how-
ever unpopular, are made with 
the goal of keeping students in 
class full-time this year. Riley 
and his team have faced pres-
sure all summer from parents 
and educators on both sides of 
the debate.

“At the forefront of my 
recommendation is the best 
interest of students and staff 

as they return safely to full-
time, in-person instruction 
this fall,” Riley said. “While 
we have already put in place 
significant measures to sup-
port schools and districts in 
this regard, I am recommend-
ing this additional measure 
in light of the increasing case 
rates, and to further encourage 
and provide additional time for 
more students and staff to get 
vaccinated.”

State officials said the mask 
mandate complements addi-
tional safety measures that 
were implemented jointly by 
the DESE and the Department 
of Public Health (DPH). These 
include guidance for schools 
on hosting vaccination clinics, 
establishing plans for COVID-
19 testing in schools, and 
improving health screening for 
students and staff. 

State officials are also utiliz-
ing the mask mandate as a tool 
to incentivize vaccination. In 
an August 20 memo released 
by Riley, the Commissioner 
indicated that, as of Oct. 1, all 
schools with a vaccination rate 
of 80 percent or greater for stu-
dents and staff will be able to 
lift the mask mandate for vac-
cinated individuals only. 

“Schools would be able to 
submit an attestation form pro-
vided by DESE to demonstrate 
they have met this threshold,” 
Riley wrote. “Once schools 
reach the 80 percent thresh-

old and receive approval to lift 
the mask mandate, vaccinated 
students and staff may remove 
their masks. In alignment with 
statewide guidance, unvacci-
nated students and staff would 
be required to continue wear-
ing masks.” 

The latest mask mandate 
from DESE aligns with similar 
orders in schools and workplac-
es across the country. Now that 
the Pfizer vaccine has gained 
full FDA approval, the nation-
wide push for increased vacci-
nation rates received a major 
shot in the arm. Last week, 
several companies and agen-
cies joined the list of employers 
requiring staff members to be 
vaccinated. 

For Riley and his team, the 
push for increased vaccina-
tions will continue through the 
fall. Officials are heavily pro-
moting vaccination clinics as 
the cold and flu season looms. 
For now, state leaders are rely-
ing on the mask mandate to 
maintain safety.

“I believe having these mea-
sures in place will allow for a 
strong start of the school year 
and provide additional safety 
measures until more students 
and staff are vaccinated,” Riley 
said. “As always, we will con-
tinue to monitor developments, 
consult with medical experts 
and public health officials, and 
adjust requirements as appro-
priate.” 
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Tuesday/Wednesday 8am-2pm
Thursday/Friday 8am-8pm

Saturday and Sunday 7am-2pm 
(BREAKFAST ALL DAY)

Dine-In OR Take-Out

220 AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD, SOUTHBRIDGE
OPEN BREAKFAST AND LUNCH • DINNER THURSDAY & FRIDAY TIL 8PM

YARD SALE VENDORS WANTED-OCTOBER 9th • 9am - 3pm
Limited Space Available ~ Call 508-765-5800 ask for Jim

Hi! My name is Jayven  
and I like to play board 

games and football!

Javyen is an inquisitive boy of 
African-American and Hispanic 
descent. He loves board games 
and is always happy to play one, 
either with his friends or with an 
adult. Jayven also likes to be 
outside, and his favorite outdoor 
activity is playing football, which 
he is currently doing with Pop 
Warner Football. Jayven likes 
playing football so much that 
when he grows up, he would 
like to play for the NFL. Just in 
case he isn’t drafted, though, he 
is also considering careers as a 
detective or as a piano teacher. 
Jayven is currently doing well in 
school.

Legally freed for adoption, 
Jayven is looking for a loving and patient family of any constellation, with 
or without other children in the home. Jayven is very close with his young-
er brother and has expressed a desire to be a role model for him. An ideal 
family for Jayven will be open to helping him maintain this relationship.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Jayven
Age 14

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER
 STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

STORM CLEAN-UP

CIESLA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 
237 FISKE HILL ROAD • STURBRIDGE, MA  01566 

508-347-3455

HELP WANTED
CONSTRUCTION LABORER

AMBITIOUS, DEPENDABLE,  
WILLING TO LEARN ABOUT SITE AND UTILITY WORK

APPLY IN PERSON 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 – 4:30

State officials reverse course 
on masking in schools

Local students enroll at 
College of the Holy Cross
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No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDERBEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 9/30/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Summer
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing SOLID FUEL

PELLET
STOVE 
REPAIR
CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE

TOM CIRAS
5OB-248-3733
Please leave your name 

number & town, followed 
by your service request, 

Thank You!

SWEEPS AND CAPS 
STOVE  

INSTALLATIONS

MA HIC #144152
MA CSL #094542

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 9/30/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Auto Body

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU 
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS  

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE   
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services,  
NOW Woody’s Professional Rustproofing and  

Undercoating Services! Maintain safety and value by 
protecting your vehicle’s body from rust, debris, salts and 

pests. We are now scheduling appointments  
For detail information check out our website!

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED
Painting

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

Interior and 
Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Over 40 Years Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE  

PAINT STRIPPING  
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook



Once you’re retired and 
your children are grown, 
they are likely “off the 
books,” as far as your finan-
cial responsibility for them 
is concerned. Yet, you’re 
probably still prepared to 
do anything to help them – 
but are they ready to take 
care of you if the need arises?

Consider this: Almost half of retirees 
say that the ideal role in retirement is 
providing support to family and other 
loved ones, according to the Edward 
Jones/Age Wave study titled Four 
Pillars of the New Retirement: What a 
Difference a Year Makes – and a slightly 
earlier version of the same study found 
that 72 percent of retirees say one of 
their biggest fears is becoming a burden 
on their family members. 

So, if you are recently retired or plan 
to retire in the next few years, you 
may need to reconcile your desire to 
help your adult children or other close 
relatives with your concern that you 
could become dependent on them. You’ll 
need to consider whether your loved 
ones can handle caregiving responsibil-
ities, which frequently include financial 
assistance. If they did have to provide 
some caregiving services for you, could 
they afford it? About 80% of caregivers 
now pay for some caregiving costs out of 
their own pockets – and one in five care-
givers experience significant financial 
strain because of caregiving, according 

to a recent AARP report.
 One way to help your 

family members is to pro-
tect yourself from the enor-
mous expense of long-term 
care. The average cost for 
a private room in a nurs-
ing home is now over 
$100,000 a year, according 

to the insurance company Genworth. 
Medicare won’t pay much, if any, of 
these costs, so you may want to consult 
with a financial advisor, who can sug-
gest possible ways of addressing long-
term care expenses.

 Even if you don’t require a long stay 
in a nursing home, you still might need 
some assistance in the future, especial-
ly if your health or mental capacities 
decline. So, start talking to your loved 
ones about their possible roles if you 
should ever need caregiving. You may 
want to create a caregiving arrange-
ment that specifies payment for caregiv-
ing services and outlines the expenses 
to be reimbursed if paid out of pocket 
by a caregiver. Also, you may want to 
create the appropriate legal documents, 
such as a durable power of attorney for 
health care, which enables someone to 
make medical decisions on your behalf 
should you become incapacitated, and a 
durable power of attorney for finances, 
which allows you to name someone to 
make your financial decisions if you 
become unable to do so yourself. A legal 
professional can help you make these 

arrangements and incorporate them 
into your overall estate plan. A financial 
advisor can suggest ways of preparing 
for the costs involved with caregiving 
and can direct you to relevant resourc-
es, such as social services provided by 
your city or county.

 Clearly, there’s much you can do to 
help shield your family from the finan-
cial strain of caregiving. But you are not 
alone: By drawing on other resources 
and outside help, you can ease the bur-
den on your loved ones. And everyone 
will feel more secure when you have 
your arrangements in place.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.
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We’re a few weeks into the NFL sea-
son, which means we should talk about 
fantasy football.  Fantasy sports is a 
huge industry but especially fantasy 
football.  I myself play in two leagues.  
For the past eight years, I was the 
commissioner of my family’s league 
because I have always found meaning 
in the game.

For instance, even though we’re play-
ing with family, one of our members has 
always acted as if winning is the most 
important reason to play.  So, when one 
time that person accidentally dropped 
a player that someone else picked up, 
he exploded when I wouldn’t give him 
back the player.  He took that to mean 
I was out to ensure he lost but, really, I 
just didn’t think the situation mattered 
much, as the whole reason we formed 
the league was to stay in touch with 
family in a fun way.  My family mem-
ber’s reaction was outrageous enough, 
however, that a number of family mem-
bers decided never to play again.

Could I have handled the situation 
better?  Probably.  But it taught me that 
we can learn a whole lot about ourselves 
and others from even the most trivial of 
activities and habits.  Do we give up on 
one another when there’s a bit of con-
flict?  Do we place relationships above 
success?  Are we capable of having fun 
while losing?  What do we think the pur-
pose of competition is?  

In my other league, of former sem-
inary friends, there are a few who, if 
they lose in the first few weeks, they 
stop playing.  Well, that teaches us a lot, 
too, and it’s rather annoying to every-
one else.  Winning against a non-player 
should not be fun.

At the end of the day, I think God 
cries a little when we try to win at all 
costs, whether at something without 
much meaning, like fantasy football, 
or in school, business, church or other 
social group.  I think God gave us these 
things so that we might find greater 
meaning and joy in life.  

So I encourage us, as we win or lose 
in our fantasy football leagues, to moni-
tor ourselves.  Better to notice harmful 
character traits and habits over fantasy 
football than in some more significant 
situation.  Let’s do our best to use some-
thing silly like fantasy football to make 
sure we’re using our lives meaningfully 
and joyfully.

Fantasy 
footballGet a 

hobby
Although we typically hear the phrase 

‘get a hobby’ as a sarcastic way of put-
ting someone down, there is also some 
truth to it.  It’s important, especially for 
students to get involved in extracurric-
ular activities.  

Even as adults, when looking for 
work, it’s important to showcase expe-
rience as well as other aspects of your 
life.  Most employers are looking for 
candidates who have a range of skills. 

We learn this from a very young 
age.  Striking a balance between work, 
school and taking time for yourself is 
key to a happy life. These days however, 
time seems to be something there is just 
never enough of.  In fact, over the past 
several years, there has been a decline 
in civic engagement including neigh-
borhood get togethers and leagues such 
as bowling, softball etc.  Time seems to 
get eaten by social media or binging tv 
shows.  Experts say the term ‘busy’ has 
been used as a badge of honor to make 
us feel important, not that we need to be 
busy, to actually be important. 

Hobbies tend to make us more effi-
cient.  If we have a meeting to attend, 
or workout class to go to, we will check 
things off the list for work, to make 
time for what we want to do.  When we 
feel like we have more time ahead of us 
to finish work, with nothing else to do, 
that time will get eaten up by work. 

People tend to be more energized by 
active leisure, as opposed to watch-
ing movies or scrolling through social 
media.  Active engagement allows us to 
be more present. 

Hobbies are great for both students 
and adults alike in that it creates a 
chance to make friends and create new 
connections.  We all know that social 
connections are key to creating happi-
ness.  People want to feel like they’re a 
part of a community. 

Further, learning new things gives 
you more to talk about it, therefore 
making you more of a unique person.  
It makes you a more well rounded.  
Whether you hunt, mountain bike, play 
music, collect stamps, or Doors memo-
rabilia, you’ll always have an interest-
ing story to tell. 

Being involved in other things besides 
school and work does relieve stress.  
Experts say to allocate one hour per day 
or a few hours per week to do something 
you feel inspired by.  If there’s some-
thing you’ve always wanted to do, don’t 
wait for ‘someday’ do it now.  

In our office, there are all sorts of con-
versations that take place because we 
all have different hobbies.  We have his-
tory buffs, runners, musicians, hikers, 
snowboarders, actors, artists, movie 
buffs, podcasters and so much more.  

As Dale Carnegie said, “Make the 
most of today. Get interested in some-
thing. Shake yourself awake. Develop 
a hobby. Let the winds of enthusiasm 
sweep through you.” 

Are your loved ones  
prepared to be caregivers?

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important 

enough to tell all our readers to turn 
to the Opinion pages and read your 
Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Charlton 

Villager, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550. 

Or e-mail your letters to the editor 
at news@stone bridgepress.news

You’ll need to provide your name 
and place of residence, along with a 
phone number, so we can verify the 
letter is yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if 
you keep it around 600 words or so, 
you’re going to have a better chance 
at seeing all your words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer 
about a particular issue, maybe a 
guest Your Turn column is your cup 
of tea. If you do 
that, try to keep it 
between 700-800 
words. 

R e m e m b e r , 
libelous remarks 
and/or person-
al attacks are a 
no-no and could 
lead to your letter 
not being pub-
lished. 

So, what are 
you waiting for?  
Start writing!

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

REV. JOHN H.D. 
LUCY

BEYOND 
THE PEWS

Many people feel like they 
can’t have the life they want 
because of their past limita-
tions or failures. 

Maybe your family wasn’t 
there for you; you didn’t get 
the proper education, you’ve 
been fired from multiple jobs, 
or mistreated in relation-
ships. 

Many things aren’t fair and can cause 
a chain reaction of events that may take 
us far off course. There are also many 
bad choices we make, and as a result, we 
end up missing out on the life we want.  

You may have made mistakes, gotten 
into trouble, fired from a job, lost a 
relationship, but that doesn’t mean it 
always has to be that way. 

George Washington Carver said, 
“Where there is no vision, there is no 
hope.”

I agree with his quote completely. 
George Washington Carver was a more 
brilliant man than I will ever be. For 
today’s column, I would like to modify 
the selection to say, “Where there is no 
positive vision of the future, there is no 
hope.”

It seems most people’s vision of the 
future is dictated by the failures and 
limitations of their past, and therefore, 
they do have a vision, but it’s a negative 
one. 

One trait of a successful person is they 
don’t allow themselves to be defined by 
their failures or their present unfavor-
able circumstances. Instead, they define 
themselves by a positive vision of their 
future. 

That seems odd when you think about 
it. They define themselves by something 
that hasn’t even happened yet. 

It’s easy to look at a great person and 
assume they had everything handed to 
them or that somehow life was much 
easier on them than it was you. 

I have many fond memories of my 
parents taking me to Disney World. 
I’ve been on the rides, seen the movies, 
and heard about the man who built it 
all, Walt Disney. I’ve driven past the 

Disney skyscraper in Burbank, 
California, hundreds of times; 
I’ve auditioned at Walt Disney 
Studios dozens of times. When 
surrounded by all that accom-
plishment, it’s hard to imagine 
that Walt ever faced any hard-
ship. 

Most don’t know that Walt 
Disney was fired from his job at 

the Kansas City Star after his newspa-
per editor told him that he didn’t have 
enough imagination or creativity! 

What if Walt Disney allowed himself 
to be defined by that moment, and for 
the next 20 years, he wandered from job 
to job, telling himself, “I’m not creative, 
I don’t have a good enough imagina-
tion…” 

If he would’ve, he never would have 
created Laugh-O-Gram. Laugh-O-Gram 
was an animation studio that Walt 
was contracted to run. The studio was 
supposed to make twelve cartoons. 
Although the company started prom-
isingly, it wasn’t long before Walt was 
living at the office, taking weekly baths 
at Union Station in Kansas City, and 
finally bankrupting the studio; what a 
disaster. 

He sold his camera, which gave him 
enough money for a one-way train tick-
et to Hollywood, Calif., and the rest is 
history. 

I wonder how many potentially great 
people never accomplished their vision 
because they believed in their failures 
more than their vision of the future. 
They accepted what their present cir-
cumstances were telling them, rather 
than what their future vision was tell-
ing them.  

If Walt Disney was one of those peo-
ple, we’d have missed out on one of the 
most creative minds of the 20th century. 
Most obviously, he chose not to allow 
those negative experiences to define 
him because he became one of the most 
influential people of all time. 

Like all great people, Walt Disney 
didn’t allow his future to be dictated by 
the failures or limitations of his past.

TOBY 
MOORE

POSITIVELY
SPEAKING

You are not your past

Harvest Canning Tips
It’s harvest season and Farmer’s 

Markets are selling tomatoes and cukes 
in bulk, workshops on preserving pro-
duce are filling up fast and canning 
jar manufacturers report double digit 
hikes in sales. There’s no doubt about 
it, canning continues 
to make a comeback!

Whether canning 
in bulk to use up gar-
den vegetables or fill-
ing a few jelly jars for 
holiday gifts, the fol-
lowing information is 
geared toward help-
ing your preserving 
efforts pay off in both 
financial and “feel good” benefits.

***
Not sure if canning is worth the 

work?  Consider the many “perks” of 
processing food at home, which  include:

 

*The ability to control the salt, sugar 
and additive content of the foods you 
intend to preserve.

 * Studies show foods canned at peak 
ripeness offer superior nutrition and 

flavor despite the typical loss 
of vitamins during the heat-
ing process.

*Processing foods also 
allows seasonal fruits and 
vegetables to be enjoyed 
throughout the year.

*Since the canning process 
doesn’t rely on refrigeration 
for preservation, canned 
foods are readily available 
and safe during power out-

ages or appliance shut downs.
***
One of the joys of canning is the abil-

ity to literally put the fruits of your gar-
den labor on the dinner table. For those 
who don’t grow their own foods, a trip 

to a farmer’s market or neighborhood 
farm stand can reap bushels of freshly 
picked produce.  Don‘t be afraid to ask 
for “seconds” and/or discounts on less 
than perfect but perfectly fine produce. 
Just be sure to overlook those with 
obvious bruises or major imperfections.

***
 Common backyard garden vegetables 

such as tomatoes and cucumbers are 
popular candidates for canning as they 
offer a variety of finished products from 
condiments to side dishes. Best of all, a 
few old fashioned canning recipes can 
transform the versatile garden favorites 
into glistening jars of pantry staples. For 
example, tomatoes can be prepped to be 
canned as tomato sauce, tomato soup, 
tomato juice, salsa, ketchup, and more. 
Cucumbers transform into sweet gher-
kins, dill pickles, chow chow and a vari-
ety of relishes. Orchard fruits such as 

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Turn To TRAINOR page     A9
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HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 9/3 & Sat, 9/4 (a�er 5pm)

CATFISH
Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
Function Rooms Available for Any Size Party 

10-250 Guests
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 10/31/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9/3, 9/4
CLOSED SUNDAY 9/5

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

Call For Reservations

Indoor and  
Outdoor Dining 
(weather permitting)

Don’t forget… 
TAKEOUT  
is available!

Summer Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Eat-In or Take Out
Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages, and some entertainment too!

Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

apples and peaches can be processed as 
jelly, butter, chutney, pie filling, syrups 
and sauces.

***
Before choosing a preferred meth-

od of processing be sure to study the 
options, all of which are available in 
canning “how to” books or online. For 
safety’s sake be sure your resources are 
up to date, since processing recommen-
dations have changed in the past sev-
eral years. A new edition of the classic 
Ball Blue Book is always useful. Online, 
a reliable and free resource titled “U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s “Complete 
Guide to Home Canning,” is available 
and can be accessed by visiting www.
uga.edu/nchfp/publications/publica-
tions_usda.html.

***
Here are some simple canning “tips 

from the pros” worth noting:
*Never use overripe fruit. A good rule 

of thumb to remember is that canning 
can’t improve the quality of food, so 
always begin with top quality fruits, 
ripe and free of bruises.

* Don’t be tempted to over do the cel-
ery, peppers, onions and other low acid 
ingredient in pickles or other recipes. 
Stick to the recipe to avoid creating an 
unsafe product.

*Never add considerably more spices 
or seasonings than a recipe calls for. 

Some spices can be high in bacteria and 
too much of a good thing can put your 
safety at risk.

*Be sure to wash hands and all food 
prep surfaces and all canning supplies 
thoroughly before starting the canning 
process,

*Always wash and examine all foods 
to be canned. Be sure to cut out any 
bruises and discard any overripe fruits 
and vegetables.

*Never reuse canning jar lids. Be 
sure to seal jars with a new, clean lid 
each and every time.

*Do not store filled jars above 95° F 
or near hot pipes, a range, a furnace, in 
a non insulated attic, or in direct sun-
light. Under these conditions, food will 
lose quality in a few weeks or months 
and may spoil.

*Don’t store jars in damp areas such 
as a basement. Dampness may corrode 
metal lids, break seals, and encourage 
spoilage.

***
Pepper Jelly
This jelly, which uses up the last of 

the season’s garden peppers, makes a 
festive holiday gift.

Ingredients: 3 green bell peppers, 
minced; 2 (4 ounce) cans diced jalapeno 
peppers

1 1/2 cups distilled white vinegar; 
6 1/2 cups white sugar; 1/2 teaspoon 
cayenne pepper; 1 (6 fluid ounce) con-
tainer liquid pectin; 5 drops green food 
coloring.

Directions: In a large, stainless steel 

saucepan, combine peppers, vinegar, 
sugar, and cayenne pepper. Cook over 
medium high heat. Stir frequently until 
mixture begins to boil.

Stir in pectin; boil 5 minutes longer, 
stirring constantly, and mix in food 
coloring. Skim off foam, and remove 
from heat.

Ladle into sterilized jars. Seal and 
process in a boiling-water canner for 5 
minutes.

***
Apple Chutney
It’s apple season in New England and 

this chutney, made from freshly picked 
fruit, will be the perfect accompani-
ment to upcoming holiday feasts.

Ingredients: 2 quarts chopped, cored, 
pared tart apples (about 10 medium); 
1 cup chopped onions; 1 cup chopped 
sweet red bell peppers (about 2 medi-
um); 2 hot red peppers, seeded and 
chopped; 1½ pounds seedless raisins; 4 
cups brown sugar; 3 tablespoons mus-
tard seed; 2 tablespoons ground gin-
ger; 2 tablespoons ground allspice; 2 
teaspoons canning salt; 1 clove garlic, 
crushed; 1 quart white vinegar (5%).

Directions: Combine all ingredients; 
simmer until thick, about 1 hour and 15 
minutes. As mixture thickens stir fre-
quently to prevent sticking. Pour boil-
ing hot chutney into hot jars, leaving 
½ inch headspace. Remove air bubbles 
and adjust headspace if needed. Wipe 
rims of jars with a dampened clean 
paper towel; adjust two-piece metal 
canning lids. Process in boiling water 

canner according to the altitude rec-
ommendations below. Makes about six 
pint jars.

Recommended process time for Apple 
Chutney pints in a boiling water canner 
(altitude chart): 1-1,000 ft, 10 minutes; 
1,001-6,000 ft, 15 minutes; above 6,000 ft, 
20 minutes.

.**
 Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

TRAINOR
continued from page    A8

Fall means trout fishing

As we enter the month of September, 
many freshwater anglers are thinking 
about the fall trout fishing season in 
Massachusetts. As the waters start to 
cool from the extremely warm tempera-
tures of this summer, anglers need to 
be aware that Massachusetts Fish & 
Wildlife will not stock trout until the 
waters are suitable to sustain the fresh-
ly stocked trout. It may be until October 
before the waters are cool enough to see 
a trout stocking. It is hard to believe 
that the Gulf has 90 Degree surface 
water temperatures this past week, 
prior to Hurricane Ida! 

Saltwater fishing continues 
to improve on all fronts in both 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, with 
schools of mackerel along the South 
shore of the Island. Fluke & seabass 
fishing also remains very good at the 
Island. Tuna were being caught around 
the Gully! Albi are showing up in both 
Mass. & Rhode Island waters. These 
hard fighting fish provide some great 
fishing for anglers using light tackle 
and fly rods. They do not provide good 
eating; however, some anglers do take 
a few home for table fare. Saltwater 
fishing should explode with action on 
all fronts in the coming weeks.  

Ten local sportsmen left for Maine 
this past weekend to enjoy a bit of 
bear hunting that opened up this past 
Monday statewide. Bear hunters are 
allowed to set up bait hunting spots 
prior to hunting season. Hunters are 
allowed to use crossbows, compound 
bows, shotgun, etc. to harvest their 
bear in Maine. It should be a good 
year for hunting bear in Maine, if 

the weather cools off. Hunting bear 
in Massachusetts is open in all zones 
again this year, and a permit that costs 
only $5 is required. Be sure to check all 
hunting regulations before the season 
opens on Sept. 7.  Second season opens 
Nov. 1, and the third season opens for 
shotgun Nov. 29.

Have you checked your status for 
an antlerless deer permit?  Go to the 

Mass. Fish Hunt Web site to see if you 
have won a permit. If you did, you 
will need to pay a $5 fee.  If you did not 
win a permit, you can still apply for 
an antlerless deer permit starting on 
September. The antlerless surplus deer 
permits go fast. The permits will be in 
zones 9, 10, 11, 13 & 14. Zone 11 will go on 
sale Tuesday, Sept. 28 at 9 a.m. It will be 
a staggered system. Zone 10 will go on 
sale Wednesday, Sept. 29 at 9 a.m. Zone 
9, including 13 & 14, Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 
9 a.m. Number of surplus deer permits 
available in zone 9, 1,410 - Zone 10 - 9,092 
& Zone 11 7,770 Zone 13 2,526 and Zone 
14, 2,619.

This week’s picture shows nine-year-
old Payton fishing with her grandfa-
ther Charlie this past Saturday on the 
Meadow Pond in Whitinsville. He takes 
her fishing as often as he can. She still 
will not handle the fish, but that will 
come in time. 

Last week’s picture of a huge whale 
cod was caught a number of years ago, 
prior to the recreational cod fishery 
being shut down ,causing numerous 
charter boats to close. Starting Sept. 15, 
recreational anglers can retain one cod 
daily with a minimum length of 21 inch-
es. Fifteen haddock can now be caught 
daily by recreational anglers.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with all 
of our servicemen & women, and with 
those affected by Hurricane Ida, fires 
in the West, and floods in many parts of 
the country.         

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep them rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows nine-year-old Payton fishing with her grandfather Charlie this past 
Saturday on the Meadow Pond in Whitinsville. He takes her fishing as often as he can. She 
still will not handle the fish, but that will come in time. 

Designing gardens for year-round color and 
protecting your investment

Create a colorful year-round 
garden filled with flowers, 
greenery, colorful fruit, fall 
color, winter interest and a few 
surprises. Consider seasonal 
interest when planning a new 
garden or landscape. Adding 
a few key plants to existing 
gardens can help boost your 
landscape’s seasonal appeal.

 

Include a variety of plants 
with multiple seasons of inter-
est as well as bird and pollina-
tor appeal. You will look for-
ward to the change of seasons 
as your landscape transforms 
throughout the year. 

Use trees and shrubs to 
provide the framework and 
longevity in your landscape. 
Serviceberries, crabapples, 

dogwoods, and many others 
have flowers, fruit, pollinator, 
and bird appeal and add win-
ter interest with their bark or 
form. Look for those with color-
ful exfoliating bark like paper-
bark maple, heptacodium, and 
river birch for a beautiful state-
ment in the winter garden.

Include a few summer bloom-
ing shrubs like St John’s wort, 

buttonbush, panicle hydran-
geas and Rose of Sharon. They 
add an unexpected fresh look to 
your summer landscape. 

Perennials combine nicely 
with trees, shrubs, and annu-
als, adding seasons of color and 
texture. Include those that also 
attract songbirds, bees, and 

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Turn To MYERS page     A11



Each September, the Northern 
Hemisphere experiences the 
autumnal equinox, which marks 
the official beginning of fall. 
In the Southern Hemisphere, 
spring is arriving at this time. 

Each year there are two equi-
noxes, the vernal and the autum-
nal (March and September, 
respectively). Shortly after the 
autumnal equinox, days begin 
getting shorter and the nights 
get longer. The autumnal equi-
nox always occurs between 
September 21 and September 24. 
In 2021, the autumnal equinox 
takes place on September 22. 

The word equinox is from the 
Latin “aequi,” meaning “equal,” 
and “nox” or “night.” That 
means that during each equinox 
the hours of day and night are 
nearly equal in length across the 

planet. During the equinox, the 
part of the Earth that is closest to 
the sun is the equator, explains 

History.com. That helps make 
night and day equal in length. 

According to the Farmer’s 
Almanac, the Autumnal Equinox 
on September 22, 2021, arrives at 
3:21 p.m. EDT, 2:21 p.m. CDT, 1:21 
p.m. MDT, and 12:21 p.m. PDT.  

Electronics may have 
surprising effects on health

According to the latest annu-
al visual networking index 
forecast from Cisco, there will 

be four networked devices and 
connections per person across 
the globe by 2021. While there 

is no denying the many pos-
itive attributes of electron-
ics and global connectivity, 
research indicates that some 
health concerns may be tied to 
our devices.

Cancer from phones
Smartphones, flip phones 

and their predecessors give 
off a form of energy known 
as radiofrequency, or RF. As 
the amount of time spent on 
phones has increased, con-
cerns have been raised as to 
the possible health ramifica-
tions of RF exposure on the 
body.

The American Cancer 
Society says RF waves are a 
form of non-ionizing radia-
tion. They are different from 
the stronger, ionizing types of 
radiation that can affect the 
chemical structure of DNA in 
the body. But there is some 
concern that RF may contrib-
ute to the formation of cancer 
in the body. A large study by 
the US National Toxicology 
Program (NTP) exposed large 
groups of lab rats and mice 
to RF energy over their entire 
bodies for about nine hours a 
day, starting before birth and 
continuing for up to two years. 
Results indicated an increased 
risk of tumors called malignant 

schwannomas of the heart in 
male rats exposed to RF radi-
ation.

The International Agency 
for Research on Cancer has 
classified RF fields as “possi-
bly carcinogenic to humans.” 
Although cancer risk is very 
low and not undeniably linked 
to phone use, it is something 
for people to keep in the back 
of their minds, and limiting 
phone use may help reduce 
risk.

Mobile device use and social 
media addiction

Increased use of technolo-
gy may be linked to decreas-
es in attention and increases 
in behavior and self-regula-
tion problems for adolescents 
already at risk for mental 
health problems, says a study 
from Duke University. One 
hundred fifty-one adolescents 
were studied using digital 
technologies for an average of 
2.3 hours a day. The research-
ers found that, on days when 
adolescents used their devices 
more, both when they exceed-
ed their own normal use and 
when they exceeded average 
use by their peers, they were 
more likely to exhibit conduct 
problems such as lying and 
fighting.

Also, as published in 
Psychiatric News, time spent 
on multiple social media out-
lets is considered a risk factor 
for mental health problems. 
Researchers found people who 
reported using the greatest 
number of social media sites 
(seven to 11) had more than 
three times the risk of depres-
sion and anxiety.

Other health concerns
Neck pain, wrist and elbow 

strain, eye strain, and other 
fatigue factors have been 
linked to computer use. 

A study published in the U.S. 
Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences showed 
that people using tablets for at 
least four hours before bedtime 
took longer to fall asleep than 
people who hadn’t used them. 

And recently, popular exer-
cise tracker FitBit® came 
under fire when people were 
shocked while wearing the 
devices, and these types of 
trackers may cause people to 
micromanage their fitness, 
detracting from the psycholog-
ical benefits of exercise.

Electronics are important 
components of daily life. But 
devices may contribute to seri-
ous health problems. 
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Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial  
back to its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Fall
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

LOCAL SERVICE  PROVIDERS

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory 
Contact June at 508-909-4062  Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

CHARLTON – Robert A. Reid, 77, 
passed into eternal life on Sunday, 
August 22, 2021 with family at his side.

He leaves his wife of 52 years, Anita 
N. (Nowak) Reid; 3 sons, Bruce Reid 
of Chatham, Rev. Mark Reid, pas-
tor of Most Holy Trinity Church in 
Huntingdon, PA, and Rev. Adam Reid, 
pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 
in Webster; 2 daughters, Sara Reid of 
Salem and Heather Bousquet and her 
husband Jayson of Spencer; 2 grand-
children, Peniel Reid and his wife 
Camiel, and Moriah Reid and her hus-
band David Pedraza; 4 great-grandchil-
dren, Andrea, Micah, Benjamin and 

Matthew; and several nephews and 
nieces. He was preceded in death by 
his parents and his brother.

As he wished, services will be held 
privately and there are no calling 
hours. Donations in his name may 
be made to either the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, c/o Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church, 18 East Main St., Webster, 
MA 01570, or to Visitation House, 119 
Endicott Street, Worcester, MA 01610. 
Arrangements are under the direction 
of Scanlon Funeral Service, 38 East 
Main St., Webster.

 www.scanlonfs.com

Robert A. Reid, 77

OBITUARIES Charlton- David H. Trevarthan II, 
47 passed away August 11, 2021 in the 
comfort of his home with his family by 
his side, after battling sarcoma for 4.5 
years.

He leaves behind 
his wife of 27 years, 
Roxanne M. (Doyle) 
Trevarthan their chil-
dren; David III, Lukas 
and Kara. Parents 
David and Carol, sis-
ter Shain and Michael 
Marbut, brother Jason 
and sister Jackie and 

Gregory Murray, his in-laws; William 
and Claudia Doyle, brother-in-law 
William and his wife Michaeka, neph-
ews; Benjamin, Alexander and Aydan; 
aunts uncles and cousins.

When David graduated high school 
in Vilseck, Germany he joined the U. 
S. Army as a Military Police officer. 

After serving his country, David began 
working for Maines Paper and Food for 
two decades.

David enjoyed coaching football 
while his boys played as  well as watch-
ing other activities his children were 
in such as lacrosse, gymnastics and 
softball.

He liked to take his kids fishing. 
When David was not working or at his 
kids activities he enjoyed playing com-
puter games with his friends as well as 
monthly poker nights.

A Celebration of David’s Life with 
Military Honors will be Friday, August 
27, 2021 from 4-6pm at the ROBERT 
J.MILLER-CHARLTON FUNERAL 
HOME,175 Old Worcester Rd.

In lieu flowers donations may be 
made to: Charlton-Dudley Youth 
Football League.

To send an on-line condolence, please 
visit: RJMillerfunerals.net

David H. Trevarthan II, 47

A closer look at the 
autumnal equinox

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

News, 
really close  

to home
StonebridgePress.com
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To advertise on this page, call June at 
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ATTORNEY

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child  

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562
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M I C H E L L E  M .  M U R R AY

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

butterflies by creating a beautiful hab-
itat. Blue star (Amsonia), Siberian iris, 
sedum, Rudbeckia, coneflower, and 
grasses are just a few that can bright-
en any garden with several seasons 
of color, provide homes for beneficial 
insects and food for the birds.

End the season with fall bloomers like 
goldenrod, asters, and hardy mums. 
These provide food for late season pol-
linators.  Leave healthy plants stand, 
providing homes for many beneficial 
insects, winter interest in the garden, 
and food for the songbirds.

Use annuals to fill any voids, add sea-
son long color and yearly changes in the 
landscape. Containers on steps, decks 
and patios help bring the garden to your 
front and back door.

Include spring flowering bulbs like 
tulips, daffodils and hyacinths plant-
ed in fall for a colorful welcome to 
spring. These and many of the earliest 
bloomers like winter aconites, grape 
hyacinths, and crocus provide needed 

nectar for early season pollinators. 
Evergreens are always a welcome 

addition to any landscape. They pro-
vide shelter for the birds and year-
round greenery.  Find new and inter-
esting ways to include them in your 
landscape. 

Use taller evergreens for screening 
bad views, buffering traffic and other 
noises, or creating privacy.  Use ever-
greens with interesting form and tex-
ture to create a focal point in a garden 
bed or landscape. Combine them with 
perennials and flowering shrubs for 
added seasonal interest. 

Then keep your landscape looking 
its best by protecting key plants from 
hungry critters like deer, rabbits and 
voles. Skip the fencing and scare tactics 
by applying a rain resistant, organic 
repellent like Plantskydd (plantskydd.
com) at planting. You will need fewer 
applications and the odor-based repel-
lent sends animals dining elsewhere 
before taking a bite out of your plants. 
Apply repellent before animals start 
feeding and follow the label directions 
for best results.

Continue to gather ideas with vis-
its to public gardens and partaking in 
garden tours. Be sure to take notes and 
pictures that you can reference later. 
Creating a year-round landscape is an 
ongoing process that is part of the fun 
and adventure of gardening.

 
Melinda Myers has written more 

than 20 gardening books, including 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”DVD series and the nation-
ally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Tree World Plant Care 
for her expertise to write this article. 
Myers’ Web site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

MYERS
continued from page    A9

Photo Melinda Myers

Include shrubs like this Blue Satin Rose of 
Sharon to add color and interest to the gar-
den.

Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy 

welcomes new professor
CHARLTON — Professors 

and students of the Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy gave 
a warm welcome to Ana Olivar, 
MSN Ed, RN of Rutland as full-
time faculty for the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year. 

Professor Olivar joined the 
Practical Nursing Academy as 
adjunct faculty in 2016. Professor 
Olivar will be the lead faculty for 
Medical-Surgical Nursing SIM 
laboratory with her expertise 
in high-fidelity and low-fidelity 
simulators.  

Academy Director, Gretheline 
Bolandrina, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN 
said, “We welcome Professor 
Olivar to Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy as full-time 
faculty. We are happy that 
Professor Olivar joined the prac-
tical nursing department of Bay 
Path and are excited to work 
together towards the Academy’s 
nursing accreditation.” 

Professor Watson obtained her 
Master of Science in Nursing 

degree from Walden University 
in Nursing Education track 
(2013). Professor Olivar began her 
nursing career as a Registered 
Nurse earning her Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree 
from Cebu City Medical Center 
College of Nursing (1996) in the 
Philippines. She is a candidate 
for Doctor of Education special-
izing in Nursing Education from 
the Northcentral University.  

 Prior to joining Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy, 
Professor Olivar’s profession-
al experience included facul-
ty positions at the Blackstone 
Valley Technical School, 
Quinsigamond Community 
College, and Massachusetts 
Bay Community College. Her 
past clinical affiliations include 
RN manager, nursing supervi-
sor at the Neuro Rehabilitation 
Center at Worcester, Whittier 
Rehabilitation Hospital, and 
West Side House.  Ana Olivar

Local residents 
named to Simmons 

University Dean’s List
BOSTON — The following 

local residents were named 
to the 2021 spring semes-
ter dean’s list at Simmons 
University in Boston.

* Katarina Senckowski, 
Brimfield 

* Alyssa Cameron, 
Brimfield 

* Lindsay Albright, 
Charlton 

* Olivia Panagiotou, 
Webster 

* Victoria Lavelle, Webster  

To qualify for dean’s list 
status, undergraduate stu-
dents must obtain a grade 
point average of 3.5 or high-
er, based on 12 or more cred-
it hours of work in classes 
using the letter grade sys-
tem.

About Simmons University 
Located in the heart of 
Boston, Simmons is a 
respected private univer-
sity offering more than 50 
majors and programs for 
undergraduate women and 

graduate programs open to 
all on campus, in blended 
formats, or entirely online 
in nursing and health sci-
ences, liberal arts, business, 
communications, social 
work, public health, and 
library and information 
science. Founded in 1899, 
Simmons has established a 
model of higher education 
that other colleges and uni-
versities are only recently 
beginning to adapt: the com-
bination of education for 
leadership in high-demand 
professional fields with the 
intellectual foundation of 
the liberal arts. The result 
is a Simmons graduate pre-
pared not only to work, but 
to lead in professional, civic, 
and personal life - a vision of 
empowerment that Simmons 
calls preparation for life’s 
work. Follow Simmons on 
Twitter at @SimmonsUniv, 
and on LinkedIn at https://
www.linkedin.com/school/
simmons-university/. 

Charlton residents to participate in 
Boston Marathon® Jimmy Fund Walk

CHARLTON — Four resi-
dents from Charlton will choose 
their own route on October 3 for 
the Boston Marathon® Jimmy 
Fund Walk: Your Way present-
ed by Hyundai. Participants 
are encouraged to “Walk Your 
Way” from wherever they are 
most comfortable—whether 
that be from their neighbor-
hood, favorite trail, or from a 
treadmill in their own home.  

Emily Clifford, Maui 
Clifford, Shaun Moriarty, 
and Jamie Zeveska, along 
with thousands of other walk-
ers, will participate in virtu-
al programming during the 

Walk that aims to recreate 
the most inspiring elements 
of Walk day. While the event 
will not physically bring walk-
ers together along the famed 
Boston Marathon® course, it 
will unite the community to 
raise funds to support all forms 
of adult and pediatric care and 
cancer research at the nation’s 
premier cancer center, Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.  The 
event has raised more than 
$150 million for Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in its 30+ year 
history.

“While we can’t see every-
one in person this year, we 

are excited for the virtual 
programing which will give 
participants the opportunity 
to support breakthroughs in 
cancer care and research at 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,” 
said Zack Blackburn, Director 
of the Boston Marathon Jimmy 
Fund Walk. “Together, from 
a safe distance, we will take 
critical strides in the journey 
to defy cancer.”

 This year’s event will have 
a lower fundraising require-
ment, $100 for adults and $25 
for those under 18, with a $5 
registration fee. All registered 
walkers will receive a bib and 

medal and the first 5,000 to 
register will receive a Jimmy 
Fund Walk T-shirt.  

Anyone interested in addi-
tional information can ref-
erence the Jimmy Fund 
Walk: Your Way frequently 
asked questions or can send an 
email to JimmyFundWalk@
DFCI.Harvard.edu.Funds 
raised from the Jimmy Fund 
Walk support all forms of adult 
and pediatric patient care and 
cancer research at the nation’s 
premier cancer center, Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute. The 
Boston Athletic Association 
has supported the Jimmy Fund 

Walk since 1989, and Hyundai 
has been the presenting spon-
sor since 2002.

To register to walk 
(#JimmyFundWalk) or to 
support a walker visit www.
JimmyFundWalk.org or call 
(866) 531-9255. All Jimmy Fund 
Walk participants are encour-
aged to utilize the Charity 
Miles App to help with training 
and fundraising, engage with 
Dana-Farber patient stories 
and podcasts, and much more! 

www.StonebridgePress.com

Call or email Stonebridge Press today 
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photos@stonebridgepress.com
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12  •The Charlton Villager•  www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, September 3, 2021

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

INVESTORS!
WEBSTER: 6 units, 50 year 
roof, sided, o� street parking

227 School St ~ $599,900

ATHOL: Island Waterfront, 
4 rooms, 2.6 acres, own your 

own Paradise Island, Pontoon 
Boat

54 Island #2 Lake Ellis ~ 
$424,900

PAXTON: 1900 sq. �., 3 
bedroom, 1.5 baths, Worcester/

Paxton Line, Fireplace, 2 car  
detached garage

4 Boynton Pkwy ~ $449,000

OAKHAM: 8.5 acres, 600’ �. 
road frontage

N. Brook�eld Rd ~ $115,000

HOLLAND: Waterfront Lot,  
Hamilton reservoir, Build or 
use as an escape to the lake

Candlewood Dr ~ $169,000

CHARLTON: Waterfront, 
Great 2nd home, Log home 
design, Easy highway access
199 Sunset Dr ~ $329,000

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 504 Treasure Island! 6 Room 
Townhouse Overlooking the Pool! 1,874 Sq Ft! Stainless 
Steel Applianced Granite Kitchen! Open Floor Plan! Dining 
Room - Full Mirrored Wall - Sliders to the Trex Deck! 2 
Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 Baths! Fireplaced Family Room! 
Garage! Central Air! Gas Heat! CVac! 2 BOAT SLIPS! Sandy 
Beach! Complex Recent Siding & Roof! $400,000.00 

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 305 Beacon Park! Lake View 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse - 10 
Acres Park Like Grounds w/Panoramic Lake Views! Yr Round Living or as 2nd 
Home - Summers on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Move-in Condition! Applianced 
Kit! Din Rm w/Slider to the Composite Deck! Frplc Liv Rm w/Wall to Wall Carpeting 
& French Dr to the Deck! Updated Half Bath! Spacious Master w/Wall of Closets & 
Full Bath w/Recent Sky Light! 2nd Bedroom w/Wall to Wall Carpeting & Full Bath just 
outside its Door! 2 Bdrms & 2.5 Updated Baths! Garage w/Opener! Lakeside Heated 
Pool & One of the Best Sandy Beaches on the Lake! Canoe Rack! Rented Boat 
Dock through 2022, Longer Possible! Great Fireworks Viewing! $335,000.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres 
of Privacy! Long Circular Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, 
Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood Floors! Year 
Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/
Master Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 
Skylights! Expandable Attic! Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! 
Central Air! Super Easy Access to Rte 146! $549,900.00

STURBRIDGE! Big Alum Lake! 243 Big Alum Rd! 6.58 Acres of Privacy! Sub-Dividable! 
West Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! 3,313’ 10+ Rm Cape w/3 - 4 Bdrms & 4 Baths! Features 
Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar & Tile Flr! Frplcd Din Area! Din Rm w/3 Walls 
of Glass & French Dr to the Deck! Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm w/Hearth & Wood 
Stove & Wall of Picture Windows! Spacious Liv Rm w/Pine Flr! Office! Full Bath w/
Laundry Closet! 1st Flr Master w/Slider to the Inground Pool, Walk-in Closet, Marble 
Bathrm w/Separate Tub & Shower & Dble Vanities! 2nd Flr w/2 Spacious Bdrms, Lots 
of Closet Space & Pine Flrs! Full Hall Bath! Lower Level w/Game Rm, Wine/Root 
Cellars! Utility & Storage! 2 Car Attached Garage w/Office/In-Law Suite Above! New 
Driveway Access needs to be Installed! Cosmetic Repairs Needed! $679,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT NEW LISTING

  

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street 
parking.  $289,900.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD 

WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET  

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer 
widows & heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. 
Lg eat-in kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming 
fireplace with handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, 
spacious enough for your family gatherings. lower level 
fireplace family room, Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. 
 $354,900.

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 
 $389,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!   $439,900

Featured Listing!

A RARE FIND! A TRULY ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP 
NOTCH~HIGH QUALITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, 
CLEAN, UPDATED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 SF+- & 3 BRs, 2nd Flr.  
Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- & 2 BRs -1st floor. Oil & Natural Gas 
Heat. Hardwood flrs! granite tops. Enjoy the L-Shaped Cov-
ered Farmers Porch! Level Lot!   $399,900.

SORRY SOLD!

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RDPUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. 
Included seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 
Acres Professionally Landscaped! 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bdrm, Renovated 
Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location!  $455,000.  

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appliances.
central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished living 
area., and so much more!  $319,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach!  $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! A WEBSTER LAKE waterfront prop-
erty on Killdeer Circle, you won’t want to miss! Offers a prime 
waterfront location! 64’ of water frontage and a gently sloping 
landscape to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed shore-
line. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! Nicely arranged floor 
plan. 5 rooms 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lowerlevel to 
nice size patio! Garage. $650,000.

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT
SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 SORRY SOLD! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

REAL ESTATE
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Donna Flannery  508-885-6665
donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

Spencer – Nottingham Circle – Vacation at home! Stunning, waterfront 
home situated on 1 acre of land on Thompson Pond. With 4 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths and 4,700 square ft, this home is a fantastic set up for sharing 

with extended family or out of town guests. Private beach, huge deck 
overlooking the lake, and a 3 car garage! $1,100,000

East Brookfield – Howe Street - Lovely 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath farmhouse styled 
home tucked away on over 24 acres! This peaceful, quiet area is just 10 minutes 
to major highways, shopping, parks, and Lake Lashaway beach. This home fea-
tures a wraparound farmer’s porch, high ceilings, wood floors throughout, and a 
large country kitchen with butcherblock countertops and a gas range. $570,000

Spencer - Smithville Road – Quick Occupancy- Incredible 4 bedroom, 2 
bathroom antique farmhouse on the market for the first time! Home offers lots 
of rustic charm with chestnut beams and wide plank pine flooring. Features 
a detached 2 car garage and plenty of space with 10 rooms. Situated in a 

beautiful, quiet setting, just a minute away from shopping, parks, walking trails 
and only 15 minutes from the Mass Pike. $349,900

Spencer – Grant Street – Quick Occupancy – Affordable 2 bed-
room, 1 bath home with lots of potential! Features new vinyl floor-
ing, fresh paint, and new bathroom with laundry attached. Second 

floor room offers space for a third bedroom or an office. This home 
is located in a great neighborhood with quick access to walking 

trails, shopping, restaurants, and the MA Pike. $234,900

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 38 years of combined  

real estate experience 
 to work for you!” Kayleen Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aoll.xom

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the  

Real Estate  

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$163,361,680.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Waterfront Log Home on 
Echo Lake

4 rooms, Ideal second home, year 
round capability, easy higway  

access to routes 84 and Mass Pike
199 Sunset Drive ~ $329,900

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

LET US
Do Your Home Work!

Looking to sell your home,  

let us do the work for you.
Your ad will be seen in over

50,000 households 
throughout Southern
Worcester County.

How to effectively 
freeze vegetables

To say that COVID-19 trans-
formed daily life would be an 
understatement. Few, if any, 
aspects of life were untouched 
once the virus hit. 

One aspect of daily life that 
changed considerably is the 
way people shop for food. As 
recommendations to remain 
home and out of crowded plac-
es spread, many people felt 
that shopping in bulk, or at the 
very least, meal-planning and 
buying necessities for a few 
weeks at a time, would reduce 
the number of trips they need-
ed to make to supermarkets or 
small food stores. In addition, 
due to shortages on popular 
foods, many people have pur-
chased items they did not nec-
essarily need in anticipation 
that such foods may not be 
available in the coming weeks 
or months.

Large packages of meat 
and poultry can be broken 
down and frozen easily. But 
what about the fresh produce 
that many people rely on for 

important nutrients? Fresh 
vegetables only last so long, 
so people need to learn how to 
safely freeze fresh vegetables 
to avoid throwing them out. 
To freeze vegetables proper-
ly so they retain their flavor 
and texture, it is important to 
freeze them within a few hours 
of picking them from a garden 
or taking them home. Certain 
vegetables can be frozen in 
their raw state. The texture 
might change slightly upon 
thawing, but they will remain 
flavorful. Other vegetables 
may require blanching before 
freezing. Blanching requires 
scalding vegetables in boil-
ing water or steam for a brief 
time. Blanching helps stop the 
enzymes that cause vegetables 
to decay, a process that can 
occur even in frozen storage. 
Items that do well with blanch-
ing include spinach, kale, 
winter squash, and broccoli, 
according to HGTV.com.

Another way to freeze pro-
duce is to remove the air that 

can compromise the food. You 
can do so by filling contain-
ers or bags and pushing out 
the extra air. Vacuum seal-
ers can work to remove the 
air and help preserve items 
in the freezer longer; other-
wise, use a tray pack method 
to freeze items. Place chilled 
and drained blanched vegeta-
bles in shallow trays or pans. 
Freeze them until the vegeta-
bles are firm and then quickly 
fill freezer bags or containers, 
says the National Center for 
Home Food Preservation. 

Remember to label and date 
containers so items can be 
used in the order in which they 
were packed. Most vegetables 
maintain high quality for eight 
to 12 months at 0 F or lower, 
according to the University of 
Georgia.

Freezing fresh vegetables is 
an option when stocking up on 
essentials. Flavor and texture 
can be retained and items will 
not need to be discarded before 
they can be eaten. 
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at  
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS

$$ WANTED CARS & TRUCKS $$
See us First or Last

to sell your vehicle or trade it in
Paying Top dollar $$$

BARNES ENTERPRISES
272 W. Main Street

East Brookfield, MA 01515
508-867-7413 | www.getauto.com

Bob  508-314-3125 | Chris 774-200-9083

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer  
has part-time openings for  

Certified Nurse’s Assistants (CNA):
1) every other weekend  

8-hour shift, 5:30am-1:30pm
2) every Thursday and Friday, 1:30pm-9:30pm.

Nursing is shared with another CNA. 
From $15.50/hr plus differential.

508.885.8700 x512

HELP WANTED 
CNA’s

7 Lyon Street
SOUTHBRIDGE

�rst �oor, 3 bedroom, 
no pets, non smoker

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

We are taking applications for 
clients and new hires.  

Pay starts at $18 and goes to 
$25 to start.  

Paid training and Mileage
There is a signing bonus  

after 6 months. 

774-280-4799   www.sp4e.net

�e Town of Auburn Department of Public Works is accepting 
applications for snow plowing for the 2021 - 2022 winter season.

Applications may be obtained at the 
Department of Public Works – Highway Division,

5 Millbury Street, Auburn, MA 01501, 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Applications are also available on the Town of Auburn website 
www.auburnguide.com.   

Applications must be returned to the DPW by October 1, 2021.
�e Town of Auburn reserves the right to waive any informalities 

and accept or reject any or all applications, or portions of such,  
if thought to be in the best interest of the Town.

Kenneth Fairbanks, Highway Superintendent

TOWN OF AUBURN
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

SNOW REMOVAL APPLICATIONS  
Earn $80.00 per hr!

NOW HIRING
Waterjet Operator

Press Brake Operator
Mig & Tig Welder
– Full Time Positions –

Competitive wages, and Benefits.

Experience preferred but will train motivative 

candidates. Apply in person or send resume 

to doscosheetmetal@gmail.com

6 Grafton St., Milbury MA 01527 

p:508.865.9998 | f: 508.865.9999

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(508) 909-4105
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132nd Annual

2021

SPENCER
 FAIR

Labor Day Weekend
 Sept 3rd thru Sept 6th

SPENCER 
FAIR GROUNDS
Located off Route 31  
at 48 Smithville Rd.

GATE & BUILDING HOURS

FRI., SEPT. 3RD

SAT., SEPT. 4TH

SUN., SEPT. 5TH

FREE PARKING – ALL WELCOME
NO Pet Allowed -  

Except for Service Dogs
NO Laser Pointers or Weapons Allowed

NO Alcoholic Beverages Allowed  
on the Fair Grounds

NO Coolers or Large Bags Allowed  
on the Fair Grounds

THURSDAY NIGHT
Carnival Rides Open Only 5-9pm

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Fair Gates Open 8am-9pm

Buildings Open 10am-10pm
Carnival Opens Noon-11pm

SUNDAY
Fair Gates Open 8am-9pm

Buildings Open 10am-10pm
Carnival Opens 11am-11pm

MONDAY
Fair Gates Open 8am-5pm
Buildings Open 10am-6pm
Carnival Opens 10am-8pm

Cattle Barn Closes 4pm
Agricultural Center Closes 4pm

Vendor Breakdown 6pm

ON THE GROUNDS
9am  Draft Horse & Oxen Obstacle  
 Course (Grandstand)
1pm Giant Pumpkin Weigh Off  
 (Cattle Show Tent)
10-4pm  Farmer’s Market at Agricultural  
 Center
3pm  Lawn & Garden Tractor Pull  
 (Pulling Area)
6:30pm  Chicken Flop/Poop Bingo  
 (Agricultural Center)
7pm  JM Motorsports Productions,Inc.  
 (Grandstand)“Worlds Largest  
 Demolition Derby”

MAIN STAGE
NOON  National Anthem
1-4 Brookfield Rythm
5:30-7  Kevin Herchen
8pm  Rose Porter & The Neon Moons

ON THE GROUNDS
7:30am  Tractor Pull on Concrete 
 (Pulling Area)
10-4pm  Farmer’s Market at Agricultural  
 Center
10am  Beef Cattle Show (Cattle Show  
 Tent)
1pm  Open Poultry Show 
 (Agricultural Center)
6pm  Tractor Pull (Grandstand)

MAIN STAGE
NOON  National Anthem
1-3  Holdin’ Back Band
8pm  Vyntyge Skynyrd

ON THE GROUNDS
10am  Draft Horse Pull (Pulling Area)
10am  Dairy Cattle Show (Cattle Show  
 Tent)
10-4pm  Farmer’s Market at Agricultural  
 Center
1pm  Youth Poultry Showmanship 
 (Agricultural Center)
1pm  Youth Rabbit Showmanship 
 (Agricultural Center)
5pm  Demolition Derby (Grandstand)
6:30pm  Chicken Flop/Poop Bingo  
 (Agricultural Center)

MAIN STAGE
NOON  National Anthem
3-4 April Cushman
5-8pm  Crossing Kelley
8pm  Alya Brown & Rob Riley

CARNIVAL PRICES
$1.00 per Ticket | 22 Tickets for $20

Wristbands: $25.00
Thursday 5pm-9pm / Friday Noon-5pm

ADMISSION
Parking  ............................. FREE
General Admission .................. $12
Handicap .............................. $12
Senior Citizens (62+) ..................$9
Children 7-12 ...........................$9
Children Under 7  .................. FREE
Military ..................................$9
Special Needs Group Rate(Bus /Van) $4
Weekend Pass ........................ $30

For more 
information 

508-885-5814 or  
www.spencerfair.org

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

LABOR DAY SALE
100’S OF DEALS

DELUXE ELECTRIC 

DRYER
Reg. $49999

$47999

AIR CONDITIONERS
 IN STOCK

100’S OF 
FREEZERS 
IN STOCK

Mon-Sat 10-9 • Sun Noon-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $199999

$149999

OVER THE RANGE

MICROWAVE OVEN
Reg. $26999

$22999

DELUXE

DISHWASHER
Reg. $49999

$39999

WHIRLPOOL

TOP WASHER
Reg. $69999

$59999

KITCHENAID

DISHWASHER
Reg. $99999

$89999

TV SALE

DEHUMIDIFIERS  
IN STOCK!

OPEN 
MONDAY

LABOR DAY 
10-7

Rt. 20, 630 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

~ Entrance in back ~
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

FAMILY SPECIALS! 
WEDNESDAYS

Any family size entree, 
large garden salad, 

& garlic knots

Plus TaxPlus Tax$2895
Starting At Just

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

SEE A PHOTO YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO ORDER?
PHOTO REPRINTS AVAILABLE

Call Stonebridge Press for details at 

508-764-4325
or drop us an email at 

photos@stonebridgepress.com

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week! 
www.stonebridgepress.news




