
Old Home Day 
award winners 

announced
BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The winners of the annual service and 
business awards in Charlton have been announced at 
the town excitedly prepares for the return of Old Home 
Day on Labor Day, Sept. 6.

Members of the Old Home Day Committee attend-
ed the Aug. 10 meeting of the Board of Selectmen 
to announce the names. Committee Chair Kathleen 
Walker started off with some insight into what these 
awards mean for those being honored. 

“Each year, the Charlton Old Home Day Committee 
seeks nominations for community service awards 
for Charlton businesses or residents. The awards are 
intended to recognize volunteer work in the commu-
nity schools and service to fellow citizens. The awards 
are not intended for those who during their traditional 
occupation complete their tasks, but for those who 
perform the good deeds purely out of volunteerism 
and civic duty. Whatever the endeavor, these people 
deserve to be recognized and applauded for their 
efforts,” said Walker.

The first announcement was the Youth Community 
Service Award which was established in 2011 to honor 
a young member of the local community for their 
contributions to Charlton. The 2021 recipient is Kelly 
Devlin, a 2020 Bay Path Regional Vocational High 
School graduate who has spent the past nine years 
supporting the Chip-In Food Pantry. She has also 
donated time to Blessings Farms heling with the hors-
es and goats on the property. 

Three individual community service awards were 
also announced. Aviya Singer is being honored for her 
support of Child Life Services during her high school 
and college years collecting towns to help give chil-
dren a bit of normalcy during the holiday season. The 
second honoree is Frank Morrill, a 45-year resident of 
Charlton, former history teacher and longtime mem-
bers of several committees including the Planning 
Board, Finance Committee and Historic District 
Committee as well a co-author of several books on 
Charlton history. Finally, Darlene Emco-Rollins will 
receive the third community service award for her 
longtime service as the Executive Director of the Chip-
In Food Pantry in Charlton and as a member of the 
Charlton Firefighters Ladies Auxiliary.

Chip-In will also be honored as one of two recipients 
of the 2021 Business Award. Normally given to only 
one local business, the 2021 honorees both played a 
role in helping the community through the 2020 pan-
demic. Chip-In, established in 1993, worked with the 
USDA to distribution 61,740 pounds of food through 
the Farmers to Families program during the pandem-
ic as well as opening its doors for Dudley residents 
and launching their first Back to School distribution 
initiative in 2021. The second business honoree is 
the Charlton Sewer Center whose members worked 

together to create masks for 
local schools, the town hall 
and Board of Health asking 
for no financial compensa-
tion. Their also supported 
the Charlton Senior Center 
and presented masks to vet-
erans on Veterans Day 2020.
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AUBURN — The 
Auburn Historical 
Association will be hold-
ing its annual Auburn 
Day and Duck Race this 
year on Sept. 11 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

This is the AHA’s larg-
est fundraiser and a great 
community event. The 
event takes place outside, 
along Hooksett Road, 
in front of Griffin Free 
Library and includes doz-
ens of food and craft ven-
dors as well as perform-
ers. And this year, for the 
first time, there will be 
an Author’s Alley, with a 
dozen local authors sent 
up to meet and greet in 
the library parking lot.

The highlight of the fes-
tivities is the Duck Race 
which takes place on 
Sucker Brook alongside 
the event. Thousands 
of rubber ducks are set 
adrift and race down-
stream.

Duck Race tickets are 
now available! The AHA 
will be selling them the 
day of the duck race and 
at an open house on Aug. 
21. They are also now 

available at the library. 
The cost of the tickets 
are $5 each or $20 for a 
“quack pack” of five tick-
ets. The prizes are first 
prize: $1,000, 2nd prize: 

$500, 3rd prize: $250, 4th 
prize $100, 5th prize: $50 
and 6th through 10th 
prizes: $25 each. Email 
info@auburnhistorical.
org or go to https://www.

auburnhistorical.org for 
more details about the 
Duck Race.

A schedule of events is 
attached. Please contact 

Dan Szczesny at danszc-
zesny@gmail.com or 
the Auburn Historical 
Society at 483-5401 for 
more information.

Also happening in 
Auburn, at Auburn 
Village School, at 11 
Eaton Hill Rd., the town 
Parks and Recreation 
Department will hold a 
fire works display and 
mini-fest. From 6:30 until 
the display at 9 p.m., 
there will be food trucks 
and the band Whiskey 
Business will perform.

Schedule of Events
Sept. 10 & 11

Friday, Sept. 10 6:30-9 
p.m.

The Parks and Rec 
department will be spon-
soring a fun Friday night 
at the Auburn Village 
School as a lead up to 
Auburn Day and Duck 
Race event. It will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. with food 
trucks available. At 7 
p.m., the band Whiskey 
Business will take the 
stage, and at 9 p.m., 
there will be fireworks!

Saturday, Sept. 11, 10 a.m. 
– 3 p.m.

9-10 a.m. 
Duckling Dash starting 

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – 
Crumbling foundations 
continue to be a concern 
in Charlton and other 
surrounding communi-
ties. The Massachusetts 
Residents Against 
Crumbling Concrete 
Group has been working 
for the past few years to 
help raise awareness of a 
growing concern releas-
ing a report in late 2019 
and now seeking support 
from leaders of impacted 
communities to help push 
legislation in Boston that 
would be a step towards 
compensation for those 
effected.

The foundation issues 
are caused by a mineral 
called pyrrhotite, which 
has been detected in 
concrete used on foun-
dations in Connecticut 
and, more recently, in 
Massachusetts. The min-

eral is known to rust caus-
ing cracks in foundations 
that could cost homeown-
ers upwards of $300,000 
or more to repair with 
no compensation in site 
for those experiencing 
the problem. In January 
of 2020, Sen. Anne Gobi 
discussed the issue with 
the Charlton Board of 
Selectmen following the 
release of the Crumbling 
Concrete Foundations 
Reports at the end of 2019. 
The investigation was 
performed in 2016 and 
the finding of the report 
concluded that Becker’s 
Quarry in Willington has 
supplied concerned con-
taining pyrrhotite that 
contributed to crumbling 
foundations in the com-
monwealth. The state 
currently has programs 
to reimburse homeown-
ers for testing but when 
it comes to resolving the 
issues neither the state 
nor insurance companies 

have a plan in place to 
compensate homeowners 
for their troubles.

That’s where the 
Massachusetts Residents 
Against Crumbling 
Concrete comes in. 
The group’s leader and 
spokesperson Michelle 
Loglisci spoke with 
Charlton Selectmen 
on Aug. 10 where she 
asked selectmen to 
write a letter to lawmak-
ers Becca Rausch and 
Carolyn Dykema, chairs 
of the Joint Committee 
on Environment, 
Natural Resources and 
Agriculture, asking them 
to support a bill, hold a 
hearing and vote favor-
ably on Senate Bill s548 
which would put in place 
recommendations for 
remediation including 
paving the way for com-
pensation for homeown-
ers who have to rebuild 
their foundations as a 
result of pyrrhotite.

“We have been really 
pushing to try to get legis-
lators to pay attention to 
this and do something. If 
you look around, Canada 
has replaced foundations 
for this issue. There were 
3,000 homes in one town 
that had to be done in 
Canada and they came 
up with a remediation 
plan. Ireland has done 
it and Connecticut has 
done it, so here we are 
in Massachusetts, and we 
just don’t feel right that 
we’re left out,” Loglisci 
said.

Giving the matter a 
more localized perspec-
tive, Loglisci was joined 
at the table by Charlton 
Police Sgt. Keith Cloutier 
speaking as a citizen 
whose home is current-
ly facing the dangers of 
a crumbling foundation. 
Cloutier started to learn 
about his own issues 

DUDLEY — The fami-
ly of Daniel W. Ivascyn, 
former superintendent 
of Oxford Public Schools, 
has created a new schol-
arship at Nichols College. 
The Ivascyn Family 
Endowed Scholarship 
will aid students who 
reside in southern 
Worcester County and 
plan to graduate from 
Nichols.

A resident of Charlton, 
Ivascyn has strong ties to 
the region’s educational 
and business communi-
ties. He began his tenure 
with the Oxford school 
system as business man-
ager in 1969, after earning 
his Bachelor’s degree at 
Nichols. He became a cer-
tified teacher and admin-
istrator, was promoted to 
assistant superintendent 
for business affairs and 
served as superintendent 
from 1996 until his retire-
ment in 2003.  Along the 
way, he earned an MBA 
from Clark University 

and an EdD from UMass 
Amherst.

Ivascyn was a found-
ing member of the French 
River Education Center, 
a regional private non-
profit organization pro-
viding educational ser-
vices to school districts 
throughout Worcester 
County. He served on the 
board for several years.

He was associate pro-
fessor of education and 

chair of the Educator 
Preparation Program at 
Nichols from 2004 to 2007. 
He is also a recipient 
of the college’s Alumni 
Achievement Award.

While attending eve-
ning classes as an under-
graduate at Nichols in the 
1960s, Ivascyn worked as 
a teller for Webster Five, 
beginning a 46-year affil-
iation with the bank. He 
became a corporator in 
1980, was elected to the 
board in 1984 and served 
as its chair for 14 years, 
retiring in 2020.

“Through this scholar-
ship, Dan and his family 
are creating opportuni-
ties for local students to 
discover their leadership 
potential with a Nichols 
education and securing 
a legacy that recogniz-
es service and commit-
ment to the community,” 
said Glenn M. Sulmasy, 
JD, LL.M, president of 
Nichols College. “We are 
grateful for their gener-

osity and the example 
they are setting for future 
leaders.”

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a col-

lege of choice for business 
and leadership educa-
tion as a result of its dis-
tinctive career-focused 
and leadership-based 
approaches to learning, 
both in and out of the 
classroom, and through 
impactful research and 
professional education. 
Students thrive in a 
learning and living envi-
ronment that is support-
ed by an experiential 
business curriculum and 
a strong liberal arts foun-
dation aimed at trans-
forming them into tomor-
row’s leaders. Nichols 
offers master’s degrees 
in business, leadership, 
accounting, and counter-
terrorism, as well as a 
range of certificate pro-
grams, to promote career 
advancement for today’s 
professionals.

Auburn Day and Duck Race to take place Sept. 11

Turn To AUBURN DAY page A13

Turn To FOUNDATIONS page A13

Turn To WINNERS page A12

Selectmen solidify support for 
crumbling foundations movement 

Daniel Ivascyn

Ivascyn family endows scholarship 
for local students at Nichols College
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308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

Summer is flying 
by, don’t spend it 
in the kitchen... 

Let us 
do the cooking!

Rt. 20, 630 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

BRIMFIELD — Saturday, 
Aug. 21 promises an evening of wild 
adventures at Hitchcock Academy 
in Brimfield with the showing of the 
Disney animated classic, “Zootopia” 
presented free on the outdoor screen 
at dusk. Pack a picnic supper or enjoy 
dinner from the Maddie’s Dogs food 
truck. This free animated adventure 
features the exploits of bunny Officer, 
Judy Hopps, and her fox sidekick, Nick 
Wilde as they work to solve the case of 
the disappearing mammals in the myth-
ical metropolis of Zootopia.

“Zootopia” and the Sept. 1 
concert on the common by the James 
Paul Band mark the end of Hitchcock 
Academy’s summer programming. 
However, HFA looks to September with 
a full schedule of classes and events to 
welcome fall. Starting on Sept. 9 HFA 
will offer ages seven and up beginner 

to advanced guitar lessons.  The lessons 
will include acoustic or electric gui-

tar, introduction to music theory and 
instruction in how to read tablature. On 

Sept. 18, Hitchcock presents its inaugu-
ral Fore a Good Cause golf tournaments 
at Heritage Country Club in Charlton.  
Registration includes 18 holes of golf at 
central Massachusetts’ premier public 
course, cart, prizes, and a steak dinner. 

On Sept. 15 and continuing 
weekly through Oct. 6 on Wednesdays 
from 6 to 9 p.m., Hitchcock offers les-
sons in painting through ArtSong, an 
arts enrichment program that provides 
a framework for creativity and self-ex-
pression.  The four week workshop 
teaches the essential of how to draw 
and paint using acrylic paint.  Through 
demonstration and application each 
student will create their own original 
artwork. Registration information for 
this and all Hitchcock Academy cours-
es can be found on their website under 
Current Classes.

Summer ends with Disney and music at Hitchcock Academy

CHARLTON — Emelita 
“Rita” Thorne of Acton, 
a Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy volun-
teer for Nurse Nostalgia 
portraits, will be among 
the models for fashion 
designer Chona Bacaoco 
of MM Milano, the brand 
from Milan, Italy. 

In celebration of the 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, the Filipino 
American Cancer Care of 
Falls Church, Va. pres-
ents “Couture Courage 
for a Cure” on Saturday, 
Oct. 23, 5 p.m. at the 
Westin Tysons Corner 

Hotel, 7801 Leesburg 
Pike, Falls Church, Va. 
The charity gala will ben-
efit cancer patients in the 
Philippines and United 
States (https://www.
facebook.com/Filipino 
AmericanCancerCare/).

Mrs. Thorne has a 
background of more than 
20 years in the beauty and 
cosmetic industry as well 
as in philanthropy. She 
holds many pageant titles 
nationally, Mrs. Friends 
Indeed USA 2015, and 
internationally, Mrs. 
Philippines International 
also in 2015, she bested 

65 other contestants in 
Jacksonville, Fla. She 
became Mrs. ServeCare 
Queen International in 
2017, Mrs. June Calendar 
in 2018, and Mrs. Pearl 
World in 2021.

In her career as a pro-
fessional beauty con-
sultant, she has advised 
practical nursing stu-
dents and graduates, 
Filipino-American youth 
and community lead-
ers on matters of skin 
care and cosmetics. For 
several years she has 
glammed-up graduating 
nursing students at Bay 

Path Practical Nursing 
Academy for nurse nos-
talgia portraits gratis. 

As a performer, Rita 
performed the Yakan 
Cultural Dance at mul-
tiple events before audi-
ences in many states. 
She advocates for liter-
acy, regularly contrib-
uting and participating 
in Bagong Kulturang 
Pinoy, Inc. (www.BKP.
org) to promote the love 
of reading. As one of the 
founders of Thank God 
I’m Filipino (TGIF) in 
Boston, Rita helped pro-
mote world class Filipino 
talents and raise funds 
for survivors of natural 
disasters. She is well 

noted in the Boston com-
munity for her contribu-
tions to charity and vol-
unteerism.

Rita was born and 
raised in Isabela, Basilan 
province in Mindanao. 
She and David Thorne 
are celebrating 29 years 
of married bliss. She is 
the mother of two hand-
some gentlemen, Masaki 
and Zachariah. A living 
proof, Mrs. Thorne is a 
cancer warrior, bravely 
fighting cholangiocarci-
noma (bile duct cancer) 
and Chronic Myeloid 
Leukemia (CML).

Bay Path volunteer headlines gala in support of cancer charity

Emelita Thorne



Taking advantage of QCC’s presence in 
the South County Region

WORCESTER — A local Southbridge family has found a way to higher education thanks to 
Quinsigamond Community College’s presence in the Southbridge community.

QCC 2021 nursing graduates Cassara Casey and Kirstianna Ferschke are part of a large family who 
found their local community college to be just the resource they needed to obtain a higher education.  Ms. 
Casey was the first to head to college in 2008, choosing QCC for its affordability and accessibility. Her sis-
ter Kaitlynn Ferschke followed suit, graduating in May 2016 with her associate degree in Early Childhood 
Education (ECE).

“Calissa is the second youngest and she starts this fall for ECE at QCC,” Ms. Casey said, adding, “My 
mom has also taken classes at QCC.”

Today, QCC at Southbridge is even closer to the communities it serves with its move in the summer 
of 2020 to a well-known and recognized central location, 
Southbridge High School,

“Broadening the footprint of QCC makes it more accessible 
not only Southbridge, but also to the surrounding communi-
ties. Also, by virtue of our location, Southbridge High School 
students can easily take part in QCC’s Early College Program,” 
said QCC President Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

Currently QCC is registering students for the fall semester. 
Students can set up appointments with a variety of offices 
through the QCC’s new Easy Queue (EZQ) system (www.QCC.
edu/EZQ).  This new system enables students to save time 
by joining virtual waiting rooms for the offices they need to 
meet with such offices as Admissions, Advising and Financial 
Aid.  Through a text messaging system, students will receive 
reminders and wait time updates as their appointment gets 
closer, saving them time from waiting in a physical line. When 
a student’s appointment time is ready, they will receive notifi-
cation and can then proceed to the designed office.

In addition to this new support service, QCC will continue 
to offer remote support services and online courses, as well as 
in-person services and courses beginning this fall.

“There are so many resources going to a community college. 
Ms. Casey said. “I like that QCC is more of a community.”

For more information about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-7513 or jmar-
tin@qcc.mass.edu.

WORCESTER — In a recent 
announcement, Kiana McDonald, LPN 
of Worcester (formerly of Southbridge) 
joined the esteemed Phi Theta Kappa. 
The recognition included a member-
ship packet containing a certificate, 
pin, and other benefits. Membership to 
Phi Theta Kappa allows McDonald to 
build job skills, challenging academic 
programs, scholarships, transfer sup-
port, and more. The mission of Phi 
Theta Kappa is to recognize academic 
achievement of college students and to 
provide opportunities for them to grow 
as scholars and leaders. 

In a message to McDonald, Dr. Lynn 
Tincher-Ladner, President and CEO of 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society stated, 
“congratulations on the accomplish-
ments that brought you here. I look for-
ward to seeing where Phi Theta Kappa 
takes you next.”

McDonald is working on academ-
ic progression towards her Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree at 
Quinsigamond Community College 
where she has been named in the dean’s 

list due to her excellent academic per-
formance. McDonald is a 2013 Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School graduate. She is an alumna of 
Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing 
Academy, class of 2017 where she was 
inducted into the National Technical 

Honor Society. She is a State Bronze 
Medalist and District Gold Medalist 
for SkillsUSA both for Medical 
Terminology. She 
was a recipient 
of $500 Bay Path 
RVTHS Health 
O c c u p a t i o n s 
Graduate Award 
and was an offi-
cer of the UNICEF 
Club. McDonald 
is Mental 
Health First Aid 
Certified. After 
her role as a 
charge nurse at 
the Webster Manor 
Rehabilitation and 
Health Care Center 
from 2017-2020, 
McDonald is cur-
rently with Maxim 
Healthcare as a 
staff nurse.

Kiana McDonald

Bay Path LPN named member of 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy 
in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106 
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone 
call.

“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care 
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

Meet Nelly a 2 year old female! This gorgeous girl came to 
us from Korea, with her best buds Liam and Ode. She is a 
sweet, active girl who loves to play! She is looking for a quiet 
adult only home where she can gain confidence and learn 
how to be a dog. Nelly is a lot of fun, and really loves to play! 
It is so rewarding to see how much she loves life. Other dogs 
help her feel safe, so she must go to a home with another 
dog. She is brand new to a leash, so she is looking for a home 
with a fenced in yard. If you think Nelly could be the one for 
you, please email adopt@baypathhumane.org today!

PET
of the 
WEEK

CHARLTON — Fitchburg State 
University (FSU) awarded Elizabeth 
Mirekuaa Lartey, LPN of Worcester its 
Burnham Scholarship.

The scholarship was awarded to a 
full-time undergraduate, nursing major 
who has completed at least one semes-
ter at Fitchburg State University who 
are working to support their education. 
Receipt of the scholarship is also based 
on an essay that demonstrates relevant 
examples of service-oriented leader-
ship, active support for the social and 
academic welfare of peers, and active 
civic engagement in the community as 
well as demonstrated academic achieve-
ment and financial need.

Lartey is an alumna of Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy in Charlton 
with the Practical Nursing Class of 2018. 
While at Bay Path Lartey was induct-
ed to the National Technical Honor 
Society and was a district competitor 
for SkillsUSA for CPR/First Aid. Lartey 
was an Officer for the UNICEF Club 
and was certified in Infusion Therapy/
Central Line Care and Dementia 
Care. She volunteered for multiple 
Blood Pressure Clinics and represent-

ed Bay Path at educational events at 
Framingham State University. Lartey 
continues to volunteer at Bay Path as 
a mentor and inspirational speaker to 
current Practical Nursing Students.

During the spring 2021 semes-
ter, Lartey, has been named to the 
Fitchburg State University dean’s list 
for academic achievement. The desig-
nation is awarded to full-time students 
who have earned at least a 3.2-grade 
point average on a 4.0 scale, achieved no 
grade below a B, and received no failing 
grades in enrolled, credit/no credit, or 
pass/fail courses. Lartey’s FSU tran-
script indicates “Dean’s List” status for 
the semester.

Lartey is completing the LPN to BS 
in Nursing Bridge Program. The LPN 
to BS in Nursing Bridge Program is 
designed to transition the traditional 
or military trained Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN) to the role of baccalau-
reate-prepared Registered Nurse. The 
LPN to BS in Nursing Bridge Program 
is a unique and accelerated curriculum.

Bay Path LPN awarded scholarship

www.StonebridgePress.com
In Print and Online



WORCESTER — Cornerstone 
Bank, a community bank with 
12 locations throughout Central 
Massachusetts, has donated 
$3,000 to the Nativity School 
of Worcester, an independent, 
Jesuit middle school providing 
all-scholarship education to 
underserved boys of all faiths. 
The funds will be used to help 
low- and moderate-income fam-
ilies of current students as well 
as students who have graduated, 
through the school’s Graduate 
Support Program.

“Not only does the Nativity 
School foster the growth and 
learning of students currently 
enrolled with them, but they 
ensure that their graduates 
are prepared for the upcoming 
year in high school or college,” 
said Cornerstone Bank CEO 

Todd Tallman. “The school’s 
work inspires responsibility, a 
love of service and a dedication 
to learning that many of these 
students may have never expe-
rienced otherwise. Cornerstone 
Bank is happy to make this dona-
tion, which has helped to fund 
the Nativity School’s all-import-
ant summer program.”

The Nativity School of 
Worcester’s summer program 
runs for three weeks during the 
summer and focuses on core 
academics, including language 
arts and math, as well as com-
munity services. Students and 
faculty spend every afternoon 
volunteering at local organi-
zations to empower them to 
recognize the ways they can 
improve their community. The 
Graduate Support Team coor-

dinates with alumni to provide 
school supplies to high school 
and college-aged graduates of the 
Nativity School, helping them to 
continue their education.

“We are proud to play a small 
part in creating a long-lasting 
love of learning for these stu-
dents,” continued Tallman. 
“We understand how import-
ant quality education is for all, 
and we are honored to assist in 
everything the Nativity School 
of Worcester is doing for its stu-
dents and alumni.”

About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank is an inde-

pendent, mutual savings bank 
serving residents, businesses 
and communities throughout 
Central Massachusetts. Our cus-
tomer promise, Built on Trust, 
is not just a brand, but also a 
corporate focus. Whether a busi-
ness or personal partnership, 
Cornerstone Bank rests on the 
foundation that relationships 
are built on trust. Deposits are 
insured in full by a combination 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation and the Depositors 
Insurance Fund. The Bank is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Equal Housing Lender and SBA 
Preferred Lender. To learn about 
Cornerstone Bank’s personal 
and business banking offerings, 
please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

BRIMFIELD — Dan 
Jaffe-Wilder is a huge 
advocate of helping land 
go wild. Whether it’s a 
garden, an acre, the 19 
acres he recently bought 
in Brimfield, or the 8,000 
acres he helps manage 
for Norcross Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Wales, the 
difference is often in 
approach, not objective.

A garden, he notes, is 
easy to manage; an acre 
is barely possible, and 
“the big places” are well 
beyond that. 

“Even a lazy gardener 
is doing a whole lot more 
than we can do on 8000 
acres at Norcross,” he told 
a few dozen conservation 
commissioners during an 
online Mass Association 
of Conservation 
Commissioners “Lunch 
and Learn” talk last 
week. 

“In some cases, the 
management is next to 
nothing, or is nothing.” 
It can be as simple as 
clearing a space around 
an uncommon plant or 
tree to give it a better 
chance against very com-
mon ones; on his land, 
for example, he’s trying 
to promote wild blueber-
ry in thickets of laurel 
and shagbark hickory in 
copses of black birch. (It’s 

not coincidental the pro-
moted plants are edible.)

“I want to know my 
landscape is thriving,” 
he said, noting he favors 
“plants that are bringing 
in habitat and feeding 
us,” as well as other spe-
cies.

The key is working with 
what’s there, not trying 
to force it into something 
it’s not. Where possible, 
Wilder recommends 
starting with a soil test; 
it’s “one of the best things 
you could possibly do” to 
avoid planting failures, 
but he suggests ignoring 
the amendment recom-
mendations such tests 
usually provide. Instead, 
select plants that thrive 
in that kinds of soil.

Case in point – thin soil, 
which is common around 
here. He dubs that “your 
friend” because “things 
grow more slowly in thin 
soil,” including the inva-
sives and weeds. Native 
plants have adapted to 
such soil and will out-
compete the weeds; some 
natives, such as golden-
rod and bee balm, are 
also very important habi-
tat plants for a large num-
ber of insects and birds.

When promoting 
natives in such areas, 
Wilder encourages plant-
ing them in blocks, with 
many of a few species 
together, because “we 

don’t have time to do the 
whole meadow.” To help 
them along, Norcross 
mows a third of the mead-
ow each spring, although 
their goal is to eventual-
ly be able to have a con-
trolled burn every five to 
eight years.

You can’t do that with a  
rich-soiled, moist mead-
ow; such places have a 
lot more nutrients and 
plants of all kinds (wel-
come or not) grow fast-
er. Invasives tend to get 
started before the natives 
there, as they seep in by 
air and water; controlling 
them and “pushy” 
natives requires fall 
mowing and some brush-
cutting. For Wilder, the 
goal there is to favor 
uncommon natives while 
keeping other species “in 
amounts that are happy 
and thriving.” In one 
field at Norcross, they 
found 12 gentians two 
years ago and have since 
increased that to 125. If 
you can establish “thick, 

healthy patches of native 
species,” invasive seeds 
won’t have soil in which 
to root, he observed.

For really big places, 
Wilder’s goal is to “look 
at the larger picture,” to 
see what kinds of habi-
tat the region as a whole 
needs. One that’s uncom-
mon in southern New 
England is what’s termed 
“early successional” 
meadow and woodland. 
Many in our area know 
what that looks like: the 
strip of “tornado alley” 
from West Springfield 
to Southbridge, where 
bushes and young trees 
are now taking over from 
the mature ones the tor-
nado of 2011 wiped out. 

Although dangerous 
to hikers, the tangled 
masses of downed trees 
in that strip are ideal, 
even necessary, habitat 
for some species. Wilder 
urges people to maintain 
smaller examples of such 
woodpiles on their land.

Creating the earlier, 

meadow stage can take 
some work. Wilder said 
Norcross removed all 
the trees in a few select-
ed sites and mowed the 
grasses very low to give 
“native annuals and 
short-lived perennials” 
a chance to get started. 
Such succession takes 
years. In three or four, 
the first species “get out 
competed,” and long-
lived perennials like 
goldenrod start to take 
over. Eventually, those 
give way to low bushes, 
then trees of various spe-
cies.

At the end, Wilder took 
a few questions. One 
sought suggestions for 
challenging the common 
attitude that favors well-
mowed “postage stamp” 
lawns. 

Often, he said, people 
do favor habitat; they just 
need education. One way 
to do that can be to put 
up signs indicating the 
parcel is habitat, while 
mowing paths to show 

it’s “a purposeful thing,” 
he said. 

“Leading by example is 
so important,” he added, 
noting people need to 
“see value in this kind of 
landscape.”

Similarly, ecology 
advocates can plant 
native wildflowers in vis-
ible public places with 
signs saying why they 
matter.

Regarding another 
question, Wilder noted 
they sometimes have to 
use herbicides to control 
invasives. One effective 
organic type on plants 
(but not roots) is horti-
cultural vinegar, but he 
said that’s very caustic, 
requiring safety gear and 
a  pesticide license to 
use. It’s far stronger than 
household vinegar, at 30 
percent acid vs 5 percent, 
but has no long-term eco-
logical impact.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 

“I want to know my landscape is thriving”
FAVORING NATIVE PLANTS ON LOTS OF ALL SIZES
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Cornerstone Bank donates 
$3,000 to Nativity School 

of Worcester

University of Rhode Island graduates 
more than 4,000 students during 135th 

Commencement
KINGSTON, R.I. — The University of Rhode Island celebrated 

more than 4,000 of its newest alumni during the University’s 135th 
Commencement. More than 3,700 undergraduate degrees and 680 
graduate degrees were conveyed to students during nine individual 
ceremonies held over three days, May 21-23, 2021.

Lindsay R Berthiaume of Auburn received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Criminology & Criminal Justice, Summa Cum Laude.

Rosemary Elisabeth Leger of Auburn received a Master of Science 
in Textiles, Fashion Merchandising and Design,.

Students who received the honor summa cum laude gradu-
ated with a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 
3.7; students who received the honor of magna cum laude grad-
uated with a GPA of at least 3.50; and students who received 
the honor of cum laude graduated with a GPA of at least 3.3.

About the University of Rhode Island
Founded in 1892, the University of Rhode Island is the 

principal public flagship research and graduate institution 
in Rhode Island. Competitive and highly regarded, its 14,500 
undergraduate students and more than 2,250 graduate stu-
dents represent 48 states and 76 countries across the globe. 
With 203 academic programs, URI offers its undergraduate, 
graduate, and professional students distinctive educational 
opportunities designed to meet the global challenges of today’s 
world and the rapidly evolving needs of tomorrow. At URI, you 
will find some of today’s leading innovators, discoverers, and 
creative problem solvers. To learn more, visit: uri.edu.

ALMANAC

AUBURN
$2,827,217, 793 Southbridge St, 

Double 9 Equity 3 LLC, to SCF RC 
Funding 4 LLC.

$440,000, 16 Mohawk Ave, Mccurley, 
Kevin, and Mccurley, Stacey, to 
Saniuk, Amy, and Saniuk, Nicholas.

$410,000, 708 Oxford St S, Juliette 
M Woodsum IRT, and Clouthier, 
Raymond J, to Malinowski, Michael 
P.

$409,000, 325 Pakachoag St, 
Chartier NT, and Chartier, John R, 
to Hastings, Mary T.

$350,000, 313 Oxford St N, Delollis, 
David, to Mccarthy, Leah A.

$340,000, 1 Riverside Dr, Kusy 
Victoria A Est, and Kusy, Richard G, 
to Robidoux, David, and Lamontague, 
Alexandria.

$335,000, 330 Oxford St, Wojtowicz, 
Karol, and Wojtowicz, Grazyna, 
to Ortiz, Yetziann M, and Ortiz, 
Anthony J.

$330,000, 1 Summerhill Rd, 
Johnson, Christine A, and Johnson, 
James W, to Ruelle, Sabrina M.

$320,000, 16 Pinehurst Ave, Brien, 
James J, and Brien, Sheena, to 
Kirrane, Bella L, and Kirrane, Gerald 
F.

$320,000, 3 Carroll St, Scola, 
Lorraine A, to Elmes, William, and 
Frazer, Denise.

$220,000, 217 Pakachoag St, Oleary 
FT, and Oleary-Luukko, Eileen, to 
Murphy, Bridgit T, and Murphy, 
Charleen M.

$90,000, 16 Perry Pl, Diane M 
Bergin IRT, and Maintainis, Nancy 
M, to Children Elders& Disables, and 
Bergin, Dennis M.

REAL ESTATE
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Community 
     Connection

Your guide to local businesses and events! To join us, please call June at 508-909-4062 
or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/16/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm

1/4, 1/2, Whole Beef 
Available

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal!

Call For Reservations

Indoor and
Outdoor Dining 
(weather permitting)

Don’t forget… 
TAKEOUT  
is available!

96 Church St. Whitinsville MA 01588 

508-234-0900

www.familykaratecenter.net

FAMILY KARATE
CENTER

Voted Top 100 Schools in North America
Celebrating

nearly 40 years
in business!

• Focus
• Respect
• Self Discipline
• Self-Confidence

Birthday Parties • Scout Classes • Self-Defense
Karate ages 3 1/2 through adult

Scan for more info

2 Free Weeks! 
with this ad only

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Power 
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage 
given by Amy B. Hasting and Marc A. 
Messina, to Bank of America, N.A., 
dated October 4, 2007, and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
41910 at Page 335, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder 
by assignment from Bank of America, 
N.A. to Green Tree Servicing, LLC, 
dated January 14, 2014, recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 51963, 
Page 104; by assignment from Ditech 
Financial LLC f/k/a Green Tree Servic-
ing, LLC to U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as 
Trustee for LSF10 Master Participation 
Trust, dated October 30, 2018 record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
59619, Page 86; by assignment from 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
not in its Individual Capacity but solely 
as Trustee for LSF10 Master Participa-
tion Trust to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of the Igloo Se-
ries IV Trust dated October 16, 2020, 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 63739, Page 126; and by an 
assignment from U.S. Bank Trust Na-
tional Association, as Trustee of the 
Igloo Series IV Trust to U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, as Trustee of the 
Bungalow Series IV Trust, dated Janu-
ary 8, 2021, recorded with the Worces-
ter County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 64264, Page 356, for 
breach of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public Auction 
at 3:00 P.M. on the 27th day of August 
2021, at 4 Vincent Street, Auburn, MA 
01501, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage,

To wit:
Property Address: 4 Vincent Street, 
Auburn, MA 0 1501
Tax Assessor’s Information: Map 12 
Parcel 150
The following land with the buildings 
thereon in Auburn located on the south-
erly side of Vincent Street, bounded 
and described as follows: 
Beginning at a point on the southerly 
line of Vincent Street, One Hundred 
Fifty (150’) feet easterly from the east-
erly line of Oxford Street; 
Thence running southerly by Lot Num-
ber 15 on a Plan of Prospect Heights 
House Lots, Worcester District Deeds, 
Plan Book 24, Plan 57, One Hundred 
Two and Six Tenths (102.6’) feet to land 
now or formerly of the Stoneville Com-
pany; 
Thence easterly by land of said Com-
pany Seventy One and One Hundredth 
(70.01’) feet to a point; 
Thence turning at right angles and run-
ning northerly One Hundred Three and 
forty-nine Hundredths (103.49’) feet, 
more or less, to the said line of Vincent 
Street; 
Thence running westerly by said line of 
Vincent Street, Seventy (70’) feet to the 
point of beginning, and being Lot Num-
ber 16 and a portion of Lot Number 20 
as shown on said plan. 
For title reference see that deed of 
Daniel M. Hastings, Mary Ann Ulevich, 
Terrence J. Hastings, John J. Hast-
ings, Michael R. Hastings to Amy B. 
Hastings and Marc A. Messina, deed 
dated 5/1/1998 and recorded with 
the Worcester Registry of Deeds on 
6/18/1998 in Book 20076, Page 387.
Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-
ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 

and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances of 
record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and place of sale.  
The balance is to be paid by certified 
or bank check at Demerle Hoeger LLP, 
10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 
02129 within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale. Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  In the event 
of an error in this publication, the de-
scription of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee of the  

Bungalow Series IV Trust, 
Present holder of said mortgage,

By its Attorneys,
Demerle Hoeger LLP

10 City Square, 4th Floor
Boston, MA 02129

(617) 337-4444
August 6, 2021
August 13, 2021
August 20, 2021

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF  
THE TRIAL COURT

21 SM 000795
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 

Steven E. St. Francis; Victoria M. St. 
Francis
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act: 
50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Notable Capital Fund LLC
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Auburn, 
numbered 10 Woodland Rd, given by 
Steven E. St. Francis and Victoria M. 
St. Francis f/k/a Victoria M. LaMonica 
to National City Bank, dated March 
30, 2007, and recorded at Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 40934, Page 377, as af-
fected by Loan Modification Agreement 
dated May 15, 2013 and recorded at 
said Registry in Book 51057, Page 369
and now held by the plaintiff by assign-
ment, has/have filed with this court a 
complaint for determination of Defen-
dant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers 
status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before September 13, 
2021, or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on July 28, 2021.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
August 20, 2021

LEGALS

Contact Your Sales  
Representative Today.

508-764-4325
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SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial
& Residential

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

C O M M E R C I A L  • R E S I D E N T I A L

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 9/1/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Summer
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED
SOLID FUEL

PELLET
STOVE 
REPAIR
CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE

TOM CIRAS
5OB-248-3733
Please leave your name 

number & town, followed 
by your service request, 

Thank You!

SWEEPS AND CAPS 
STOVE 

INSTALLATIONS

MA HIC #144152
MA CSL #094542

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook: 

Brian Wood Electrician 

Painting

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

Interior and 
Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Over 40 Years Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY

FACTORY

DIRECT

& SAVE

SUMMER
SALE

Auto Body

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE  
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services,  
NOW Woody’s Professional Rustproofing and  

Undercoating Services! Maintain safety and value by 
protecting your vehicle’s body from rust, debris, salts and 

pests. We are now scheduling appointments 
For detail information check out our website!

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 8/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured
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Like everyone, you’d like to 
enjoy a long, healthy, independent 
life. But the future is unknowable, 
so it’s a good idea to prepare for 
a variety of outcomes – including 
the possible need for long-term 
care.

Consider the following:
Someone turning age 65 today 

has almost a 70% chance of even-
tually needing some type of long-
term care service, according to 
the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services.

The median annual cost for a 
private room in a nursing home 
is about $105,000, and it’s almost 
$55,000 for home health aide ser-
vices, according to the insurance 
company Genworth.

Medicare also may cover very 
few of these costs. Consequently, 
it’s a good idea to include poten-
tial long-term care costs in your 
planning. While everyone’s situ-
ation is different, you may want 
to budget for two to three years’ 
worth of long-term care expenses.

But how can you prepare for 
these costs? Essentially, you’ve 
got three options:

You could self-insure. If you 
would like to cover the costs of 
long-term care out of your own 
pocket, you’ll need to consider a 
few issues: How will these poten-
tial costs affect your family? How 
might your other goals be affected, 
or even altered, by your decision 
to self-insure? Will you have to 
adjust your investment mix or 
designate certain investments to 
help achieve your self-funding 
objectives? None of these ques-
tions should dissuade you from 
trying to self-fund for long-term 
care, but they can help you clari-
fy the significance of this choice 
within your overall financial 
strategy.

You could transfer the risk to 
an insurance company. You could 
purchase either long-term care 
insurance or a life insurance pol-
icy that provides long-term care 
benefits in addition to a death 
benefit. Before obtaining either 
type of policy, though, you’ll want 
to know exactly what the policies 
cover and when they kick in. Also, 
be aware that the younger you are 
when you buy a policy, the lower 
the premiums. On the other hand, 
if you buy a straight long-term 
care policy when you’re young, 
you could end up paying premi-
ums for many years for coverage 
you may never need. A financial 
advisor can help you evaluate 
all your insurance options and 
recommend which one, if any, is 
appropriate for your situation.

You could combine self-in-
surance with an insurance poli-
cy. You could plan to self-insure 
for long-term care for a limited 
time – perhaps one year’s worth 
of anticipated costs – and then 
buy enough insurance for addi-
tional expenses. This technique 
could involve some juggling on 
your part, in terms of where to 
direct your money, but it might 
prove to be a workable compro-
mise between self-insurance and 
putting all your long-term care 
resources into an insurance pol-
icy.

Which of these methods is right 
for you? There’s no one “right” 
answer for everyone. But which-
ever route you choose, you’ll be 
helping to protect yourself – and 
possibly your grown children or 
other family members – from the 
potentially huge costs of long-term 
care. And that protection can help 
brighten your outlook throughout 
your retirement.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert St., 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.

Be prepared 
for long-term 

care costs

“Is this 
Heaven?”

“No. It’s Iowa.”
An incredible moment happened last 

Thursday, and baseball fans all across 
the country watched.  The Chicago 
White Sox and the New York Yankees 
met for an old fashioned game of ball in 
Dyersville, Iowa, where dreams really 
do come true.  

The two teams, and thousands of fans 
came together, in a cornfield, at the 
Field of Dreams.  The diamond was con-
structed right next to the original set of 
the 1989 film that gave the location its 
name.  

The movie highlighted the magic and 
the history behind baseball.  Inspired 
by the true story of disgraced White Sox 
player Shoeless Joe Jackson, who was 
infamously bribed, along with seven 
other teammates, to ‘throw’ the 1919 
World Series, “Field of Dreams” offers 
his ghost the chance at redemption that 
he never had in life. We remember 
fondly the first time we watched the 
movie,  reaching for a box of tissues 
when Kevin Costner’s character, Ray, 
asks his father’s ghost to “have a catch” 
that helps them both heal their troubled 
relationship as well. 

During the broadcast of last week’s 
game, Costner, in the same blue jeans 
and white shirt he wore in the movie, 
appeared slowly, as he walked into sight 
from the cornfield, re-creating a scene 
from the movie.  According to fans, it 
was magic, surreal.  Anyone who has 
watched the film, would have driven to 
Iowa to watch the ‘baseball men’ play, 
if it was real.  Thursday’s game was 
the closest they’ll ever get.  There is no 
doubt that as fans watched the mod-
ern day ball players at work, thoughts 
of Archibald ‘Moonlight’ Graham, 
Shoeless Joe, Babe Ruth and others 
came to mind.  

Costner addressed the fans as he 
made his way to towards the pitch-
er’s mound, stating “We’ve come to 
see the first place White Sox play the 
mighty Yankees in a field that was once 
corn. It’s perfect. We’ve kept our prom-
ise. Major League Baseball has kept 
its promise. The dream is still alive. 
There’s probably just one question to 
answer: ‘Is this heaven?’” 

The players emerged, like the film’s 
ghosts, from the cornfield, leaving the 
fans in awe.  

The game brought the sport back to 
the basics for just one night.  What is 
simpler than a soda, a hot dog and some 
popcorn?  How surreal to be able to sit 
close enough where the players can 
actually make out what the fans are 
yelling, or what they’re saying to raz 
the umpires.  

The White Sox bested New York in 
a close  match when Tim Anderson hit 
a walk off home run far off into Iowa’s 
country sky.  The game was described 
as a time capsule from a different era.  
In a post game interview, Yankees 
Manager 

Aaron Boone said, “That’s probably 
the greatest setting for a baseball game 
that I’ve ever been a part of.  Kevin 
Costner standing out there in short cen-
ter field, that’s probably a moment I’ll 
remember the rest of my life.”  

Many fans agreed that being at the 
game was a dream come true, it didn’t 
matter who won. 

There are talks that the game may 
come back to Iowa next year.  But more 
importantly, America’s greatest past 
time,  reminds us that in times of uncer-
tainty, there will always be baseball.  
The famous quote below is from the 
film.  It’s a powerful message of unity 
that is refreshing to read.  

“People will come, Ray. They’ll come 
to Iowa for reasons they can’t even fath-
om. They’ll turn up your driveway not 
knowing for sure why they’re doing it. 
They’ll arrive at your door as innocent 
as children, longing for the past. 

“‘Of course, we won’t mind if you 
look around,’ you’ll say, ‘It’s only $20 
per person.’ 

“They’ll pass over the money without 
even thinking about it: for it is money 
they have and peace they lack. And 
they’ll walk out to the bleachers; sit 
in shirtsleeves on a perfect afternoon. 
They’ll find they have reserved seats 
somewhere along one of the baselines, 
where they sat when they were children 
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If you have a garden, 
you’re likely growing 
health promoting plants 
that offer more than nutri-
tional benefits. From flow-
ers and herbs to vegetables 
and wild plants, nature  
provides a wide variety 
of natural healers that 
aid in everything from 
taming a tummy ache to 
fighting off a fever blister.
Read on for some garden 
favorites that offer the 
bonus of being beneficial 
health aids.

Note: Information is 
offered for general inter-
est only and should not 
be taken as health advice.  
Contact your physician 
before ingesting or apply-
ing any herbs or plants.  
***    

Marigolds a.k.a. 
Calendula, with their 
bright yellow and orange 
hues, are not only lovely in 
the garden, they are useful, 
with their unique proper-
ties offering a variety of 
benefits.  The Marigold 
not only repels mosquitos 
and other pests from the 
garden, its anti inflamma-
tory properties also aid in 
treating minor cuts and 
abrasions - and the flow-
er may be antibacterial (it 
was used during the Civil 
War to draw out infection 
in wounds).  Marigolds 
are also used to soothe 
and heal such skin ail-
ments as burns and acne.  
Here’s a recipe for 
Marigold Balm from Old 
Schoolhouse magazine’s 
Homestead Newsletter:
You will need: 1/2 cup dried 
calendula petals (available 
in bulk at a health food 
store or from your garden), 
one ounce beeswax, 1/2 
cup olive oil, a sterile tin to 
hold your finished project
Place the petals and oil into 
an oven proof dish. Preheat 
the oven to 200 degrees. 
Place the oil and herbs into 
the oven, then turn it off 
and leave for three to four 
hours.  Remove from oven 
to cool for an hour or so 
on the counter. Once cool, 
strain out the herbs with 
cheesecloth. Add the bees-
wax to the remaining oil 
and put back into the oven 
(or you can use a micro-
wave for this part). Heat 
just until the beeswax is 
almost melted. Stir until it 
is completely melted and 
combined. Pour into your 
prepared tins and let sit 
15-20 minutes until cool.  
Makes two tins of balm, 
about two ounces each.
***

Many backyard garden-
ers grow tomatoes, and 
the season’s  first ripe, 
red tomato on the vine 
is a summer pleasure 
worth waiting all year 
for!  Whether they are in 

a vegetable plot, contain-
er garden, or upside down 
planter, tomatoes are not 
only delicious and nutri-
tious, they also offer an 
array of health benefits.  
In fact, it’s been well pub-
licized that tomatoes are 
rich in lycopene, a power-
ful antioxidant.  But did 
you know the tomato is one 
of the top five food sourc-
es of vitamin C, vitamin 
A, vitamin E, potassium 
and fiber?  Tomatoes are 
also excellent sources of 
phytochemicals, polyphe-
nols and carotenoids.  And 
research shows tomatoes 
an aid in lowering blood 
pressure.  According to an 
Israeli study, adding toma-
toes to a diet can reduce 
systolic blood pressure 
by 10 points and diastol-
ic pressure by four points. 
The secret weapon once 
again, is the tomato’s high 
concentration of lycopene.  
The delicious dosage?  
About four whole tomatoes 
daily, which is easy during 
peak season.  Off season, 
use chopped and canned 
garden tomatoes in chili, 
tomato sauces and soups 
to reach your daily dose.
***

The pansy is a common, 
easy to grow flower. With 
their colorful “faces” a plot 
of pansies add personali-
ty to a garden or window 
box, but the ancient, edi-
ble flower is also a valu-
able detoxifying and anti 
inflammatory agent.  In 
addition, its been claimed 
the pansy is also help-
ful in treating eczema, 
asthma and allergies.  
Pansies grown without 
pesticides can be enjoyed 
in their natural state, sim-
ply washed and tossed in 
a salad or cold drink, or 
the flowers may be made 
into a healthful tincture 
or tea.  To make a pansy 
poultice for external skin 
application to treat eczema 
and impetigo, simply add 
two tablespoons of pansy 
petals to two cups boil-
ing water.  Allow to steep 
for about 20 minutes and 
cool.  Soak clean cloth in 
mixture and apply to skin,
* * *
Growing garlic?  The health 
virtues of garlic have been 
touted for generations. 
Here are a couple to try:
*The book, “The Healing 
Power of Garlic,” suggests 
garlic nose drops can kill 
the viruses that cause cold 
or flu.  Here are the book’s 

instructions on concocting 
the drops: Crush some gar-
lic to obtain juice, and add 
ten parts water and mix 
well.  Apply as you would 
regular nose drops.

*According to a home 
remedy published long 
ago, if you place a clove 
of garlic on each side of 
the mouth between the 
teeth and cheek, a cold 
will disappear within 
a day. It’s worth a try!
***

T e a  T o n i c s
Natural teas are used 
to treat  many mala-
dies.  If you are growing 
these herbs, you already 
have the ingredients for 
some healthful healers!
  
*Fever Treatment 
Tea: Some Native 
American tribes treated a 
low grade fever with sage, 
as in this old time recipe. 
As a bonus, the dried pep-
permint supplies the tea 
with a soothing, cooling 
effect.  To do:  Pour one cup 
boiling water over two  tea-
spoons dried, edible sage 
and  one teaspoon dried 
peppermint. Steep.  Strain, 
and sweeten with honey if 
desired.  Slowly sip up to 
three cups a day.

*Cold Sore Cure: 
Drinking sage tea can pre-
vent and treat fever blisters 
and cold sores. To do: Pour 
one cup boiling water over 
edible sage leaves and a 
small piece of ginger root 
(or substitute ginger pow-
der).  Steep, cook and drink 
two to three cups of hot 
sage tea everyday to get rid 
of fever blisters.

* Shoo Flu: One of pep-
permint’s claims to fame 
is that it can alleviates the 
chills and aid with symp-
toms of fever and the flu.  
Try drinking a cup or two 
of strong peppermint tea 
made from fresh leaves to 
relieve cold and flu com-
plaints. To do: Pour one 
cup boiling water over four 
to six peppermint leaves.  
Allow to steep for 15 min-
utes, strain and serve.

* Sweet Slumber: Lemon 
Balm promotes sleep as it 
acts as a very mild seda-
tive.  It is also helpful in 
treating stress and ner-
vous headaches.  To make 
a fresh Lemon Balm tea: 
steep one teaspoon of fresh 
leaves in one cup of boil-
ng water.  Steep covered
for ten minutes.  Strain 
and enjoy.  To combat cold 
sores, made tea with up 
to four  tablespoons of the 
herb per cup of boiling 
water. Allow to cool, then 
apply with a cotton ball to 
cold sore several times a 
day.

Garden helps and healers
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TAKE

THE

HINT

Most people who want 
to achieve big dreams will 
encounter naysayers.

They’ll say, “It’s 
already been done; 
the competition is 
too fierce. They’ll tell 
you,

“you can’t have a 
career in that busi-
ness; you have to 
know somebody; you 
have to be an insid-
er,” others might be more 
mean-spirited, “You’re 
not talented enough, 
you’re not smart enough, 
you’re not good looking 
enough.”

It takes great courage 
and faith to follow your 
dreams. If you listen to 
the negative voices, you’ll 
never find that courage 
and faith. 

I’ve always dreamed 
big dreams and gone after 
goals that seemed impos-
sible. It’s who I am; my 
father encouraged me to 
think big. 

In that sense, it was 
easy for me to go after my 
dreams because I never 
had anyone in my own 

family tell me I 
shouldn’t or that I 
couldn’t. The nay-
sayers in my life 
came from outside 
the family. 

As a high school 
athlete, I grew 
passionate about 

competitive swimming. 
I became enamored with 
the idea that I could be an 
Olympic swimmer! Some 
said I couldn’t do it. I paid 
them no attention. 

I swam four hours a day 
and did a lot of cross-train-
ing. I got much faster. 
After graduating high 
school, four of my closest 
friends and I swam from 
Macinac Island to Chicago 
in Lake Michigan, a 375-
mile journey. We did it as 
a relay, and we made it in 
fifteen days. 

Out of that experience, 
I met the fastest swim-

mer in the world at the 
time. His name was Tom 
Jager. Tom was amazing. 
He coached me through 
a few workouts, and I 
even raced him a couple 
of times. He was way fast-
er than me. There was 
no comparison. I knew I 
just had to work harder 
if I wanted to be as fast 
as him. 

I was determined. 
I barely made it onto a 
division one swim team. 
By my junior year, I was 
much faster than in high 
school, but I was also one 
of the slowest swimmers 
on the team, nowhere 
near the Olympic level. I 
was crushed as I realized I 
didn’t have what it took to 
make it to the Olympics.

That experience created 
an even stronger desire 
inside of me to accomplish 
my dreams. If I’d have lis-
tened to the naysayers, I 
wouldn’t have learned the 
lessons that I needed to 
take with me to the next 

Don’t listen 
to the naysayers

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING
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Melinda Myers

Lavender dries relatively quickly and retains 
the best color when dried in a low humidity, 
dark location.

Enjoy and share the beauty of your 
flower garden all year long.  Pick and 
dry a few flowers to use in flower 
arrangements, craft projects or as gifts 

for friends and family.

Pick the flowers when 
they are at peak bloom 
and blossoms are dry. 
Cut flowers for drying 
mid-day when they con-
tain less moisture to 
reduce the dry time.

Use a bypass pruner or 
garden scissors to cut the stems above 
a set of healthy leaves.  Remove the 
foliage and gather them into small bun-
dles.  Secure the stems with rubber 
bands that contract as the stems shrink 
and continue holding them tight.  Use 
a spring-loaded clothespin to hang the 
bundles from a hanger, clothes line 
or nail.  Allow the flowers to dry in a 
warm, dark, dust-free location.

Flat-faced flowers like daisies tend to 
close a bit when dried upside down.  Try 
laying them face down on a flat surface.
Simply cut off the stem and place the 
flowers face down on newspaper in a 
warm, dry location.  Once dried, you 
can glue them in place or use florist 
wire to create stems for arranging.

And don’t forget to pick a few seed-
pods from perennials and ornamental 
grasses.  These have dried, for the most 

part, on the plants 
and make great addi-
tions to your dried 
flower arrangements 
and projects.

Consider taking 
a trip to your local 
florist or craft store 
for more ideas and 
materials for drying 

delicate flowers.  Silica sand works well 
for delicate blossoms like iris as well 
as roses, mums and more.  Simply fill 
the bottom inch of a container with 
silica sand.  Remove all but an inch of 
the flower stem. Place the flower, stem 
side up or on its side, on the surface 
of the silica sand.  Gently pour silica 
sand over the flowers until complete-
ly covered.  Follow label directions.  
Most flowers dried this way maintain 
their beauty when dried in silica sand. 
Just use a small paint brush to gently 
remove any remaining sand.

Test flowers for dryness before put-
ting them in an arrangement or storing 
for future use. Carefully rub a piece of 
the flower between your fingers. If it 
feels dry, it is ready to use. If it still feels 
moist, continue letting them dry.

Store extra dried flowers in a loca-
tion with low humidity and away from 
direct sunlight. Consider loosely wrap-
ping with newspaper or kraft paper to 
prevent crushing and place in a box 
until needed.

Whicheverdrying methodyou choose, 
the result is the same – year-round 
enjoyment of your garden’s beauty.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series and the nation-
ally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

phase of my life. 

I turned my attention towards a dif-
ferent dream, one that I had since child-
hood. It wasn’t long till I had a few big 
successes in my belt. It’s an up and 
down industry, and I’ve had many tell 
me through the years that I should give 
it up, forget about my past successes 
and hang up the towel.

What I’ve discovered is that if you 
keep going and don’t give up, doors 
will open that can lead you on a path of 
accomplishing your dreams in unusual 
ways. 

Your destiny isn’t up to the naysay-
ers; it’s up to you. It doesn’t matter what 
they think about you; it does matter 
what you think about yourself. 

Abraham Lincoln had many success-
es in his life; he also had many failures. 
He failed in business, was defeated for 
the state legislature, lost for Illinois 
speaker twice, didn’t get the nomina-
tion for Congress, finally won a con-
gressional seat but lost renomination, 
was rejected for land officer, defeated 
for the U.S. Senate, defeated for the 
nomination for Vice President, and 
then again was defeated for U.S. Senate. 

I’m sure many negative voices were 
telling him to give up and quit through 
the years. 

Instead, he was finally elected pres-
ident of the United States. He became 
one of the most important presidents in 
United States history. He held the coun-
try together and helped win a war that 
resulted in the end of slavery. 

What would’ve happened if Abe 
Lincoln listened to the naysayers?

Now that the nasty 
heat of this past week is 
behind us, fishing should 
get back to normal for 
some anglers, although 
many anglers did brave 
the heat and did very 
well, especially on the 
canal. Numerous 30- & 
40-pound stripers were 
caught by anglers that 
braved the heat last week, 
and released the big fish, 
but they were still able to 
retain a striper that fell 
into the legal slot size.

Upstate New York fish-
ing has been relatively 
slow on the lake, but is 
improving every day. 
The annual salmon run 
on the Salmon River is 
relatively quiet and the 
water is running a bit 
high, but it is expected to 
improve also in the com-
ing weeks. Hundreds if 
not thousands of anglers 
make the trip to upstate 
New York annually to 
fish the yearly Salmon 
run on the famous 
Salmon River. For up-to-

date information contact 
Fat Nancy’s Tackle Shop 
in Pulaski for daily infor-
mation. Check them out 
on their Web site at www.
fatnancy.com.

If you are looking for 
some of the best large-
mouth bass fishing and 
smallmouth bass fish-
ing in Massachusetts, 
you need to check out 
fishing at the Quabbin 
Reservoir! Both Gate 
8 and Gate 43 rent out 
boats and motors for an 
extremely low rate, and 
are readily available 
on weekdays, but week-
ends require an early 
morning trip to acquire 
a boat rental. They go 
fast. The scenery on 
the reservoir is great, 
which makes you feel 
like you are in Northern 
Maine. Sightings of 
eagles are reported daily.

This past week, 
this writer enjoyed a 
great meal of pan-fried 
fluke from a fish that I 
caught while fishing the 

Westport River with my 
brother Ken. It is hard 
to find good bait (squid) 
to fish for these prized 
eating fish. Last week 
at a local tackle shop, I 
purchased a small bottle 
of imitation squid strip, 
manufactured by “Fat 
Cow” out of long Island 
New York. They are not 
cheap by any means, 
but will hopefully do 
the trick, replacing real 
squid. The old brand that 
was around for a long 
time called” Uncle Josh 
“ strips, has been out of 
business for a number of 
years, now but worked 
very well back in the day.

The soaring seafood 
prices at supermar-

kets and eating estab-
lishments has gone 
through the roof, with 
many restaurants tak-
ing clams off of their 
menu. Oysters, clams, 
Quahaugs and lob-
ster prices continue to 
climb with no end in 
sight. The reason for 
the price increases are 

many including price 
gouging. Saltwater fish 
prices on Haddock, Cod, 
and bluefish are reason-
able, but they too could 
become expensive. Many 
fish markets are buying 
their fish from foreign 
markets ,which I try to 
stay away from .for many 
reasons. Be sure to check 
the seafood origin before 
you buy. Beef prices are 
also extremely high.         

Purchasing real squid 
from a market to do some 
fishing does not work 
very well because it is 
soft, and easy for fish to 
remove it from the hook, 
resulting in missed fish. It 
is a great squid for eating 

calamari, but not great 
for fishing. Squid from 
most bait shops is also 
soft and easy for fish to 
remove also. Using fluke 
skin for bait worked very 
well, but has been made 
illegal to use because of 
reports of anglers cut-
ting up undersize fluke
for bait. Hopefully, these 
new Jig strips I pur-
chased this past week 
will work better. They 
are scented and should 
work. They also work on 
fresh water for bass, and 
numerous other species 
of freshwater fish.   

More reports of dead 
birds in the valley are 
not good. One local 
sportsman reported a 
dead red tail hawk in 
the Uxbridge area this 
week. The young eagle 
that was found dead, was 
examined by Mass. Fish 
& Wildlife and found it to 
have died from some type 
of poison.  It could have 
ingested the poison from 
eating a dead animal that 

was legally or illegally 
poisoned. Reporting dead 
birds in your area should 
be made to MFW.

A youth pheasant hunt 
will be held for all hunter 
graduates ages 12-17 this 
year. The registration 
deadline was Aug. 17, but 
may allow for late regis-
trations if the classes are 
not full. Space is limited, 
so register today.  Call 
Mass. Fish & Wildlife 
at 508-389-6300 for more 
information and where 
the clubs are that are 
sponsoring the events. It 
is a great time for first 
time sportsmen to real-
ize the great time in the 
outdoors they will have 
during the event. Trap 
shooting , firearms safe-
ty ,and hunting pheasant 
over well-trained bird 
dogs, are just a few of the 
things the young shooter 
will enjoy .

Take A Kid Fishing 
& Keep Them Rods 
Bending!                 

Local anglers brave the heat

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Tips for drying flowers

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
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Hi! My name is Jayven  
and I like to play board 

games and football!

Javyen is an inquisitive boy of 
African-American and Hispanic 
descent. He loves board games 
and is always happy to play one, 
either with his friends or with an 
adult. Jayven also likes to be 
outside, and his favorite outdoor 
activity is playing football, which 
he is currently doing with Pop 
Warner Football. Jayven likes 
playing football so much that 
when he grows up, he would 
like to play for the NFL. Just in 
case he isn’t drafted, though, he 
is also considering careers as a 
detective or as a piano teacher. 
Jayven is currently doing well in 
school.

Legally freed for adoption, 
Jayven is looking for a loving and patient family of any constellation, with 
or without other children in the home. Jayven is very close with his young-
er brother and has expressed a desire to be a role model for him. An ideal 
family for Jayven will be open to helping him maintain this relationship.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Jayven
Age 14

EDITORIAL
continued from page A8

POSITIVELY
continued from page A8

and cheered their heroes. And they’ll 
watch the game and it’ll be as if they 
dipped themselves in magic waters. The 
memories will be so thick they’ll have to 
brush them away from their faces. 

“People will come, Ray. The one con-
stant through all the years, Ray, has 
been baseball. America has rolled by 
like an army of steamrollers. It has been 
erased like a blackboard, rebuilt and 
erased again. But baseball has marked 
the time. This field, this game: it’s a part 
of our past, Ray. It reminds us of all that 
once was good and that could be again. 
Oh...people will come Ray. People will 
most definitely come.”

And they did.  

If it’s  
important

to you,

It’s important  
to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

NEW LISTING SOLD

Call
Maria Reed

PAXTON: 3 bedrooms, 3 
garages, 1.5 baths, �replace, 

�nished lower level
4 Boynton Pkwy ~ $449,900

CHARLTON: 6 room cape, 
updated roof and windows,  

1.75 acre
33 Sta�ord St ~ $268,500

2 bedrooms, open �oor plan, lo� space, 
lower level o�ers potential for �nishing 

family room

199 Sunset Drive ~ $329,900

Rustic log style home on
GLEN ECHO LAKE

for Buyer 
Representation
508.873.9254

MARIA ASSISTED!

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 504 Treasure Island! 6 Room 
Townhouse Overlooking the Pool! 1,874 Sq Ft! Stainless 
Steel Applianced Granite Kitchen! Open Floor Plan! Dining 
Room - Full Mirrored Wall - Sliders to the Trex Deck! 2 
Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 Baths! Fireplaced Family Room! 
Garage! Central Air! Gas Heat! CVac! 2 BOAT SLIPS! Sandy 
Beach! Complex Recent Siding & Roof! $400,000.00 

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 305 Beacon Park! Lake View 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse - 10 
Acres Park Like Grounds w/Panoramic Lake Views! Yr Round Living or as 2nd 
Home - Summers on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Move-in Condition! Applianced 
Kit! Din Rm w/Slider to the Composite Deck! Frplc Liv Rm w/Wall to Wall Carpeting 
& French Dr to the Deck! Updated Half Bath! Spacious Master w/Wall of Closets & 
Full Bath w/Recent Sky Light! 2nd Bedroom w/Wall to Wall Carpeting & Full Bath just 
outside its Door! 2 Bdrms & 2.5 Updated Baths! Garage w/Opener! Lakeside Heated 
Pool & One of the Best Sandy Beaches on the Lake! Canoe Rack! Rented Boat 
Dock through 2022, Longer Possible! Great Fireworks Viewing! $335,000.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres 
of Privacy! Long Circular Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, 
Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood Floors! Year 
Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/
Master Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 
Skylights! Expandable Attic! Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! 
Central Air! Super Easy Access to Rte 146! $549,900.00

STURBRIDGE! Big Alum Lake! 243 Big Alum Rd! 6.58 Acres of Privacy! Sub-Dividable! 
West Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! 3,313’ 10+ Rm Cape w/3 - 4 Bdrms & 4 Baths! Features 
Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar & Tile Flr! Frplcd Din Area! Din Rm w/3 Walls 
of Glass & French Dr to the Deck! Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm w/Hearth & Wood 
Stove & Wall of Picture Windows! Spacious Liv Rm w/Pine Flr! Office! Full Bath w/
Laundry Closet! 1st Flr Master w/Slider to the Inground Pool, Walk-in Closet, Marble 
Bathrm w/Separate Tub & Shower & Dble Vanities! 2nd Flr w/2 Spacious Bdrms, Lots 
of Closet Space & Pine Flrs! Full Hall Bath! Lower Level w/Game Rm, Wine/Root 
Cellars! Utility & Storage! 2 Car Attached Garage w/Office/In-Law Suite Above! New 
Driveway Access needs to be Installed! Cosmetic Repairs Needed! $679,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW PRICE

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD 

WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer 
widows & heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. 
Lg eat-in kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming 
fireplace with handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, 
spacious enough for your family gatherings. lower level 
fireplace family room, Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. 
 $354,900.

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK? Convenient Location w/ Large 10,354 sf+- corner lot! 
1288 SF+- , 4 BRS w/1st Flr Mstr BR w/walk in closet, Half Bath! Eat-In 
Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combination! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 
BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus 
Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt! Garage!   $215,000

FEATURED ISLAND LISTING!  WEBSTER LAKE - 22 LONG ISLAND    

Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 
 $389,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!   $439,900

Featured New Listing!

A RARE FIND! A TRULY ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP 
NOTCH~HIGH QUALITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, 
CLEAN, UPDATED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 SF+- & 3 BRs, 2nd Flr.  
Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- & 2 BRs -1st floor. Oil & Natural Gas 
Heat. Hardwood flrs! granite tops. Enjoy the L-Shaped Cov-
ered Farmers Porch! Level Lot!   $399,900.

SORRY SOLD!

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RDPUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. 
Included seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 
Acres Professionally Landscaped! 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bdrm, Renovated 
Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location!  $455,000.  

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appliances.
central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished living 
area., and so much more!  $319,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach!  $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! A WEBSTER LAKE waterfront prop-
erty on Killdeer Circle, you won’t want to miss! Offers a prime 
waterfront location! 64’ of water frontage and a gently sloping 
landscape to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed shore-
line. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! Nicely arranged floor 
plan. 5 rooms 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lowerlevel to 
nice size patio! Garage. $650,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 

SORRY SOLD! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.

$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

FEATURED 
NEW LISTING! 
ESTATE SALE! 

Quiet Country Living!
Rockdale House Apartments

63 School Street • Northbridge, MA

Applications are now being accepted for  
Studio and 1 Bedroom apartments at 

Rockdale House Apartments for income eligible 
 individuals who are 62 years of age and better or  
mobility impaired that meet HUD eligibility income 

guidelines.  Rents are based on 
30% of income with HUD Section 8 subsidies. On-site 
laundry facilities, emergency call system, community 
room, on call maintenance and small pets welcome.

CALL OR EMAIL 
FOR AN APPLICATION TODAY!

(508) 234-9263 • Rockdalehouse@rcapsolutions.org 
 U.S. Relay 711

www.rcapsolutions.org

REAL ESTATE
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$161,229,180.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

WEBSTER

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669
 774-230-5044 

6 units, 3 rooms, 1 bedroom each, 
sided, garage/barn, 50 year roof, 

electric updated  
227 School St ~ $329,900

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

Country Club Acres

61 Airport Road, Dudley MA 01571

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Homeowners 55+ Single Family  

Detached Condominiums at 
Pre-Construction Pricing...

Starting at  $399,000!  

COMING SOON...
Single Family homes for Homeowners 55+

CALL FRAN SILVA 508-208-9371
to set up an appointment to see a similar development in Shrewsbury.

One - level 
Living

SIMILAR HOME

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

The 2021 parade marshal who will 
lead the march through town on Old 
Home Day is Reverend Jim Chase. Rev. 
Chase joined the Federated Church in 
Charlton in 1987 and held the position 
for 33 years. He was also the Chaplain 
of the Charlton Fire Department and 
comforted first responders following 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. He has also 
been a long-time supporter of Charlton 
Helping Hands leading mission trips to 
areas of great need.

The 2020 posthumous award will be 
presented in honor of Dennis Patrick 
Tully, a Shepherd Hill Graduate and 
engineer who purchased his father’s 
business, Miniature Tool & Dye, in 2008 
and evolved it into MTD Micromolding 
which because one of the plastic indus-
tries leading producers of miniature 
parts for medical devices and other 
needs. He was also a 12-year member of 
the Charlton Finance Committee and a 
supporter of numerous causes includ-
ing support for cystic fibrosis patients.

Finally, the biggest award of the 
afternoon sill be the Citizen of the Year 
honor, the highest award presented 
by the town of Charlton. Clarence A. 
Bachand will be recognized for his long-
time service to the Bay Path Regional 
School Committee which he retired 
from in 2021 after 33 years of service. 
He has also been a member of the 
Charlton Memorial Day Committee, 
Council on Aging, served as Gas 
Inspector, served on the Industrial 
Development Commission, Recreation 
Commission, Municipal Builsing 
Committee, Sewer Commission, and 
as a Zoning Enforcement Officer. A 
World War II Army veteran, Bachand 
also earned the Massachusetts 
Association of School Committee 
Lifetime Membership Award in 2013 
and in 2018 became the first person 
inducted into the Bay Path Regional 
Vocational High School Hall of Fame.

All the honorees or their represen-
tatives will be presented their awards 
at 2 p.m. during Old Home Day on 
Monday, Sept. 6.

WINNERS
continued from page A1

School offers much more than a top-
notch education. Being an engaged stu-
dent involves learning lessons in the 
classroom but also participating in the 
myriad activities that begin once the 
dismissal bell has rung.

Participation in extracurricular 
activities should be a consideration 
for every student because of the vast 
array of benefits such pursuits provide. 
Information published in the Brandon 
University Journal of Graduate Studies 
in Education indicates that participa-
tion in extracurricular activities posi-
tively correlates with students’ develop-
ment both academically and personally. 
Research shows being involved in after-
school clubs and sports promotes great-
er character development, improved 
academic success, good time-manage-
ment techniques and leadership skills, 
and greater interest in community 
involvement. 

Every school offers some type of 
extracurricular activity — from school 
bands to academic clubs to volunteer 
groups to sports. The National Center 
for Education Statistics says these 
activities offer students opportunities 
to learn many valuable lessons, includ-
ing group responsibility and the value 
of competition. Students who partici-
pate in extracurricular activities also 
can be exposed to a diverse array of 
people and cultures. Some activities 
also help students develop their mental 
and physical strength. The NCES notes 
that participation in extracurricular 
activities can foster a strong sense of 
connection between students and their 
schools, which can reduce the likeli-
hood of school failures and dropout 
rates.

Extracurricular activities also are the 
gifts that keep on giving, particularly as 
they relate to future academic success. 
Crimson, an admissions support com-
pany specializing in increasing accep-
tance to highly regarded institutions, 
says extracurriculars are a critical part 
of a student’s university application. 
Involvement in clubs and more pro-
vides a clearer picture of who a student 
is outside of the classroom and offers an 
opportunity to showcase various skills 
and interests. Furthermore, diversify-
ing one’s interests through extracur-
ricular activities broadens a person’s 
world view and improves self-esteem. 
These are benefits that can ultimately 

help students become well-rounded per-
sons and successful professionals.

While people are quick to view extra-
curriculars for the academic advantag-
es they provide, one often overlooked 
benefit is the social benefits of these 
pursuits. One of the best and easiest 
ways to make friends is through extra-
curricular activities. Fellow partici-
pants share the same interests and that 
can lay a solid foundation for lasting 
friendships.

Students who view extracurriculars 
as vital components of their school 
experiences can reap the rewards of 
being active members of their campus 
communities.  

Many benefits of
 extracurricular activities
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FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

Administrative Assistant 
 in the Treasurer/Collector Department 

Town of Charlton

�e full-time Administrative Assistant performs clerical and 
administrative duties in assisting the department in the daily 
operations.  Associates degree in business, �nance, or related 

�eld; a minimum of �ve years’ experience in a municipal  
position; or any equivalent combination of education and 
experience. Please see job description for complete list of  

quali�cations and responsibilities. 
Hourly rate: $20.94 - $23.11 depending on quali�cations. 

Please apply online at 
 https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources 

 no later than August 18, 2021
�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and 

encourages diversity.

NOW HIRING
Full or Part time position 

 for experienced  
Pizza Maker/Line Cook

Apply in person at 
45 Palmer Rd., Brim�eld MA

or by calling 
413-245-6691

Oxford
Mobile Home  

FOR RENT
$700/month

One bedroom
Close to all major roots

Private lot
No pets no smoking
Utilities not included

774-402-0894

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS

FULL TIME TREASURER
TOWN OF BROOKFIELD

Town of Brook�eld seeks  
full time Treasurer

Submit cover letter and resume to  
selectmen@brook�eldma.us no later than 

4 pm September 8, 2021  
Salary $70,000-$75,000  

Full job description found on town website 
https://www.brook�eldma.us   

under Employment Opportunities

APPLE PICKERS
$15.00/hr.
Will Train  

(no experience necessary)
7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
with some Saturday mornings.
Must be at least 18 years of age

 Apply at: 
Brook�eld Orchards

 12 Lincoln Road
 North Brook�eld,  
 Massachusetts 01535
 (508) 867-6858

Administrative Assistant  -  Building Department
Town of Charlton

�e full-time Administrative Assistant performs clerical and administrative duties in  
assisting the department in the daily operations.  Associates degree in business or  
related �eld; a minimum of �ve years’ experience in a municipal position; or any  

equivalent combination of education and experience. Please see job description for complete 
list of quali�cations and responsibilities. Hourly rate: $22.76 (union position).  

Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources 
 no later than August 25, 2021 

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

$$ WANTED CARS & TRUCKS $$
See us First or Last

to sell your vehicle or trade it in
Paying Top dollar $$$

BARNES ENTERPRISES
272 W. Main Street

East Brookfield, MA 01515
508-867-7413 | www.getauto.com

Bob  508-314-3125 | Chris 774-200-9083

LOOKING FOR 
1ST FLOOR APARTMENT 

SINGLE WOMAN
 SENIOR CITIZEN

WEBSTER OR 
SURROUNDING TOWNS 

CALL SUZIE 802-417-7148

Hiring?
Reach 
More
Local 
Applicants

Help Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (508) 909-4105

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

at the safety complex.
   

Contact: jenn@good-
s h e p h e r d s f o u n d a t i o n .
org for more information
10 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Duck Race Tickets - Purchase 
at Auburn Historical 
Association tent
10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Wooden Soul Band (on 
stage across from library)
10-11 a.m.
Great Bay Pottery Apple Pie 
Contest, Judging and Awards
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.     
A dozen local authors 
and vendors signing 
books in Author’s Alley
10 a.m. – 3 p.m. A u b u r n 
Village School tents
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Pretty Chicken Contest 
(drop off 9:30 – 10 a.m.)
Noon                           Appl
e Pie Contest winner and 
other announcements (stage)
12:15 p.m.                   Police 
Dog demonstration 
in front of library
1:30 p.m.                     Ducks 
start  swimming!
2 p.m.               Pretty 
Chicken Contest prize awards
2:45- 3 p.m.   
Duck Race winners 
announced after all the ducks 

cross the bridge

Throughout the day:
Auburn Historical 

Association duck race 
tickets and souvenir table 
(Books, Great Bay pottery, 
175th Auburn anniversary 
ornament, duck race posters, 
scarecrows)

  Parks and Rec activities 
include miniature golf, a 
climbing wall, corn maze, 
petting zoo

Friends of the Griffin 
Library booth - popcorn, 
drinks, Pick-a-Duck

Authors Alley – Over a 
dozen local authors (library 
parking lot)

Auburn Fire Department 
food booth - sausage subs

Auburn Police Department 
Fry Guys food booth 
(French fries)

Longmeadow Church – 
Fried dough and baked goods

Food Trucks: B’s Tacos, 
Winniez Mobile Diner, 
Sweet Crunch Bakeshop and 
Catering

Roaming Railroad track-
less train ride ($5 a ride)

Wanda the Clown
Pretty Chicken Contest
Auburn Village School 

kids’ games 
Vendor booths with crafts, 

and other great merchandise

AUBURN DAY
continued from page A1

around the same time Gobi spoke with town offi-
cials last year and said the problem is very real.

“There seem to be this misnomer that this is a 
Connecticut issue. When I started with my prob-
lem the radius that they were looking out from 
Connecticut was about 20 miles. Charlton was on 
the fringes of those 20 miles including my own 
house. Since that time, we have found more houses 
in Charlton, Holden, Rutland, Barre, so right now 
the area we’re looking at has been as far west as 
Southwick and as far east as Grafton, as far north 
as Holden,” said Cloutier. 

Loglisci and Cloutier presented photos and data 
collected by the Massachusetts Residents Against 
Crumbling Concrete showing the damage done 
to homes, detailing some of the recorded costs of 
repairs and acknowledging that none of these costs 
are being reimbursed by insurance companies. 
Loglisci spoke from experience after revealing she 
has also fallen victim to the issues even though 
her home is many years away from facing major 
setbacks from the crumbling concrete. 

“There’s no recourse. It’s been proven in 
Connecticut that insurance companies aren’t 
going to cover it and they can’t be sued to do so,” 
said Loglisci. “Personally, my policy was changed 
six months before we found out we had this prob-
lem. They changed it to only cover an abrupt col-
lapse and that if you knew of the reason that the 
abrupt collapse happened and you didn’t mitigate 
it then that’s still not covered. They made sure 
they weren’t going to be held responsible for this.”

Selectmen voted to support sending a letter of 
support for the Bill but also chose to include State 
Representatives Paul Frost and Peter Durant as 
recipients to ensure their concerns are heard 
beyond the Senate floor. Charlton joins Wales, 

Munson, and East Longmeadow among other com-
munities in joining the effort.

Courtesy Photo

Charlton Police Sgt. Keith Cloutier, who experienced 
concrete foundation issues with his own home, provided 
this photo on social media as an example of a concrete 
foundation crumbling at a home in Rutland.

FOUNDATIONS
continued from page A1
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366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9, East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8:30am–7pm • Fri Until 6pm • Sat Until 4pm
~ SERVICE HOURS ~ Mon–Fri 8am–5pm • Sat 8am–Noon

Visit us on-line at 
lamoureuxford.com

Your Vehicle Is Worth More Now  
Than Ever Before! We Want Your Ride!

TRADE-A-THON 
 GOING ON NOW!

Positions Available

For more information please contact: Julie Stapleton at 508.867.7716
Or apply online at: quaboagonthecommon.com

“One of my favorite things about working at Quaboag is that you 
can tell the staff is here because they care about the patients. 
I have also found that my supervisor and administrator are 
very approachable when I have any concern. There are a lot 
of places where someone in a supervisor position is not that 
approachable.”  — Nicole F. (CNA)

“I am Definitely glad to be a part of the team as well. I feel like I’m 
home and everyone has been wonderful.”   – Nicole V. (LPN)

“In the time that I have been working at Quaboag I have witnessed 
the well-being and comfort of the residents as the main priority 
of the facility. The facility is centered around patient care and is 
designed in the best interest of the residents.” 
 — Lynnea T. (CNA)

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

• Health and Dental • Flexible schedules
• SIGN-ON BONUSES (SEE ABOVE)
•  Referral Bonus (for when you bring a friend)
•  Education Reimbursement

We are a 
Deficiency-Free 
community facility 

in a beautiful small town 
with a family feel.

7.5K SIGN-ON BONUS 
FOR FULL TIME 

EVENING & OVERNIGHT 
NURSES FOR A 
LIMITED TIME

What our employees have to say…

NURSES ALL SHIFTS
CNA’s ALL SHIFTS

HOUSEKEEPING • DIETARY
PT & PERDIEM ACTIVITY AIDE

FT MAINTENANCE

We Offer  
Great 

Benefits!

You’ll Love 

Working Here!

Want a NEW CAREER? Ever felt caring for 
others would be rewarding? CNA scholarships 
offered for the right candidates to become a 

certified nursing assistant. Apply online. 

FOR A LIMITED TIME:
We have CNA scholarships available to the 

right applicants. Please inquire 
for further information.




