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WE are 
THANKFUL 

for YOU.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  
Pressroom help needed

Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for full-time press helpers, 

 and also a lead press
operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

KILLINGLY — For the majority of 
this season, the talk surrounding the 
undefeated Killingly High football team 
has centered on its explosive offense — 
and rightfully so as the unit is averaging 
approximately 40 points per game.

Killingly’s defensive unit, however, 
deserves a little love, too.

Killingly’s 48-0 Senior Night victory 
over Norwich Free Academy (NFA) on 
Friday, Nov. 12, was the team’s third con-
secutive shutout. No opponent this year 
has scored more than 14 points against 
Killingly.

More impressive than the dominat-
ing shutout of NFA was the fact that 
the Wildcats drove inside the Killingly 
25-yard line three times, getting as far as 
the Killingly 23-, 15-, and 6-yard line only 
to come away with zero points.

“That was, honestly, huge,” Killingly 
senior defensive end Nate Keefe said 
after the game, “especially that first one.”

Norwich, on its second offensive pos-
session, trailing 7-0, drove from its own 
31-yard line to the Killingly 14-yard line, 
where they faced a third-and-one. Two 
incomplete passes later and Killingly 
took possession of the ball.

“We made a statement there and we 
just kept building off of it all night,” said 
Keefe, who finished with seven tackles 
[four unassisted] and had a key stop on 
Killingly’s second red zone stand. “As 
a leader on this team, along with line-
backers Soren Rief, Keith Perry, Alex 
Potapskiy and Seth Dootson, we knew 
we needed a stop there to be successful. 
We came through; we had a lot of heart 
tonight.”

The Killingly defense scored two of the 
team’s seven touchdowns in the game. 
Defensive back Ben Jax returned an 
interception 33 yards for one score and 
nose tackle Terrance Allen recovered 
a Wildcats’ fumble in the end zone for 

Defense pitches third consecutive 
shutout as Killingly overpowers 
Norwich Free Academy

Turkey Trot returns 
to Thompson

PUTNAM — More than 50 
veterans turned out at Putnam 
High School for a special 
program in remembrance 
of Veterans Day, on Nov. 11.  
Basking in the sunshine of the 
morning and temperatures edg-
ing up to 60 degrees, the entire 
student body, faculty, adminis-
tration and friends respectfully 
surrounded the contingent of 
veterans on hand.

The veterans in attendance, 
some parents and grandparents 
of students, represented the 
military dating back to World 
War II, the Korean Conflict, the 
war in Vietnam and conflicts 
as recently as Desert Storm, 
Lebanon/Grenada and the War 
on Terror.

The day opened at 8 a.m. with 
refreshments and a “meet and 
greet” in the school library.  
Students mingled with veter-
ans, offering tours of the school 
and encouraging the veterans 
to enter classes, share their mil-
itary experiences and answer 
questions from the students.  
Everyone adjourned to the 
green in front of the school at 10 
a.m. for a program coordinat-
ed by the students, Principal 
Heather Taylor and facul-
ty members John Allen and 
Matthew Amendola.

John Allen opened the pro-
gram with greetings and thanks 
to everyone in attendance.  

Allen noted, “This is the first 
time in many years that Putnam 
High School has remained open 
for students on Veterans Day.”  

He expressed how happy 
everyone was to entertain the 
veterans in attendance.

Senior Reagan Boledovic 
presented a brief history of 
Veterans Day, which dates 
back to the end of World War 
I in 1919, when it was designat-
ed as Armistice Day.  She fur-
ther explained how President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower offi-
cially changed the name to 
Veterans Day in 1954.

Boledovic then present-
ed a folded American flag to 
American Legion Post #13 
Commander Michael Vassar, 
VFW Post #1523 Commander 
Hans Lowell and Past Post 
#13 Commander and cur-
rent Putnam Mayor Norman 
“Barney” Seney.  The trio 
then ceremoniously unfolded 
the flag and raised it up the 
flag pole on the Putnam High 
School green.

Following a saxophone solo 
of America the Beautiful by 
PHS senior James Lazarou, 
Vietnam veteran and Post 
#13 and VFW member Albert 
Cormier led everyone in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.

Past Post #13 Commander 
and Past American Legion 
District #4 Commander Ronald 
P. Coderre addressed the gath-
ering with thoughts about the 
meaning of Veterans Day and 
its effects on veterans today.  
He cited The American Legion 
National Commander Paul 
E. Dillard, whose motto for 
the year is, “No Veteran Left 
Behind.”

“It is the custom of the 
United States military to never 
leave a comrade behind,” said 

Putnam High 
School remembers 
Veterans Day in a 

special way

BY JASON BLEAU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WOODSTOCK — The 
Woodstock Volunteer Fire 
Department held its 16th annu-
al toy drive on Saturday, Nov. 
13 benefiting local children 
in need as the official kick-
off to the giving season in the 
region.

Volunteers from the depart-
ment joined with the Muddy 
Brook and Bungay Fire 

Departments and Community 
Fire Company in Thompson to 
collect toys throughout the day 
to benefit several local agen-
cies and organizations includ-
ing TEEG and the Putnam 
Family Resource Center. Toys 
and funds will also be allocated 
to families designated through 
the departments Woodstock, 
Pomfret and Eastford social 
worker contacts.

President of the Woodstock 

Volunteer Fire Association 
Russ Downer said the event 
is a highlight of the year for 
all departments involved and 
allows the department to get 
involved with their local com-
munity in a much more posi-
tive way than just answering 
emergency calls.

“We usually get calls for 
times of need, but this is some-

Woodstock Fire Departments hold 
annual Toy Drive

Photo Jason Bleau

Members and volunteers from the Woodstock Volunteer Fire Department 
show off a selection of toys collected during the department’s annual toy 
drive on Nov. 13.Please Read TOY DRIVE, page A3

Please Read VETERANS, page A4

BY JASON BLEAU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

THOMPSON – The Thompson Dam was 
filled with life on the morning of Sunday, 
Nov. 14 as the annual Centerville Bank 
Turkey Trot took to the trails of the near-
by woodland. Runners and walkers turned 
out for a spectacular fall morning to help 
support several local causes in the town of 
Thompson.

The main beneficiary of the event was 
TEEG, a local social service agency that 
provides a variety of services to the towns of 
Thompson, Pomfret and Woodstock includ-
ing food programs, youth services and senior 
assistance. Heather O’Rourke, the recently 
named new President of the TEEG Board 
of Directors, called the Turkey Trot a great 
community event that brings countless peo-
ple together to support the local community.

“It’s getting the community involved and 
especially for newer people in the area this 
shows them what TEEG is all about and the 
caring community that Thompson is,” said 
O’Rourke. “I feel that’s important because in 
order to get the word out there for what our 

needs are we all have to pitch in. The prereg-
istration was higher than it was in the past, 
it’s a beautiful day and everything is going 
to a great cause.”

Brian Lievense, Thompson recently hired 
Recreation Director, was part of his first 
Turkey Trot. He said the event not only pro-
vides 50 percent of the profits to TEEG but 
splits the other half of the money between 
recreation programs and the Thompson 
Trails Committee.

“For the Thompson Trails Committee, this 
is really their big event of the year. This 
is the one event where they generate the 
majority of their revenue for the year. For 
Thomson Recreation, we’re going to use this 
for summer programming, summer camps, 
and some of the costs that go along with 
that including subsidizing for some of the 
lower income kids so that’s our plan,” said 
Lievense, who noted that after taking 2020 
off due to the pandemic it seems excitement 
was high for the Turkey Trot’s return in 
2021. “I think having a year off, it was slight-
ly beneficial because it brought in a record 
for sponsorships, and we got close to our 

Photo Jason Bleau

Runners take off as the 2021 Centerville Bank Turkey Trot commences.

Please Read TROT, page A3

Please Read FOOTBALL, page A6



If your small business had a 
better year than expected, con-
gratulations! But also beware 

– if your business income sig-
nificantly exceeds the amount 
projected when figuring your
quarterly estimated tax pay-
ments for this year, you could 

be looking at a big tax bill next
April. 

But don’t panic. Even with 
only several weeks left in the 
year, there are still some things 
you can do to reduce this year’s 
tax burden to your business. 
Here are four strategies to con-
sider.

Accelerate Expenses
Consider making early pur-

chases of deductible supplies, 
equipment, or services before
year’s end. If you know you’re 
going to incur those expens-
es next year anyway, choosing 
to purchase them now instead
can lower your overall busi-
ness tax liability by allowing 
you to take those deductions in
the current tax year. 

If you’re expecting to have 
a high tax bill, having those 
deductions could divert at least 
some of those tax dollars back 
into your business instead. 
Just be sure to check with your 
accountant on which purchas-
es will be deductible before you 
make them.

Delay Income
If your business uses the cash

method of accounting (used by 
many self-employed individu-
als, sole proprietors and small 
partnerships) you could defer
income by delaying the billing 
of clients until next year. 

Income is taxable in the year 
in which it is received, not nec-
essarily in the year in which 

the goods or
services were 
p r o v i d e d . 
By delaying 
your invoic-
ing until after 
the first of
the year, you 
can push that 
income into 
next year 
instead of hav-
ing it included 
in your tax-

able income for this year. (Just 
be sure to plan your quarter-
ly estimated tax payments for 
next year accordingly to take 
that additional income into 
account.)

Establish a Retirement Plan
If you don’t already have a 

retirement plan in place for 
your business, the end of a 
profitable year is a great time 
to get one in place. Retirement 
savings are essential for both 
your employees and yourself. 

There are a variety of retire-
ment plan options for small 
businesses that offer not 
only a way for you and your 
employees to save for retire-
ment but also some valuable 
tax advantages for your busi-
ness. Employer contributions 
to employees’ retirement plans
are tax deductible, and for the 
first three years of having the 
plan your business may also be 
eligible for a $500 annual busi-
ness tax credit for setting the 
plan up. Even self-employed 
individuals have an option, 
the one-participant 401(k) plan, 
which allows you to save up 
to $57,000 in total for retire-
ment, tax deferred. Which plan 
is right for you will depend on
your business and situation.

Take Advantage of Business 
Tax Credits

Tax credits are even more 
valuable than deductions, 
because they are subtracted 
from your business income 
before gross income is deter-
mined. There are a variety of 
tax credits that may be avail-
able to your business. 

Some examples include:
tax credits for business pur-

chases (the purchase must 
have been put into use during
the year in which you claim 
the credit); 

the small business health 
care tax credit, which is avail-
able to small busi-

nesses that pay at least half 
the cost of single coverage for
employees; 

tax credits for making cer-
tain changes to your business 
to make it more energy effi-
cient and environmentally 
friendly;

the work opportunity tax 
credit, which is available to 
employers who hire employees 
in certain categories such as 
veterans or certain disadvan-
taged individuals; 

the access for disabled per-
sons tax credit, which is avail-
able to businesses that make 
changes to the business loca-
tion to accommodate employ-
ees and customers with disabil-
ities; and others

Each of these tax credits offer
a different credit amount and 
carry different requirements 
for eligibility. You should talk 
with your accountant about 
which tax credits your busi-
ness may be eligible to receive.

Don’t Just Plan for Year-End,
Plan for Years Out

A successful business 
requires financial planning 
not just at tax time, but year-
round and long-term as well. 
At Weiss, Hale and Zahansky 
Strategic Wealth Advisors we 
use our proprietary Plan Well, 
Invest Well, Live Well™ stra-
tegic process to help business 
owners get set up for financial
success both personally and 
professionally at every stage of 
their journey. See how we can 
help you and your business at 
whzwealth.com/business-own-
ers and contact us at (860) 928-
2341 or info@whzwealth.com
to create a strategic financial 
plan for you and your business.

Authored by Principal/
Managing Partner, James 
Zahansky, AWMA®. Securities 
and advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth 
Financial Network®, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, a Registered 
Investment Adviser. These mate-
rials are general in nature and 
do not address your specific sit-
uation. For your specific invest-
ment needs, please discuss your 
individual circumstances with 
your representative. Weiss, Hale 
& Zahansky Strategic Wealth 
Advisors does not provide tax or 
legal advice, and nothing in the 
accompanying pages should be 
construed as specific tax or legal 
advice. 697 Pomfret St., Pomfret 
Center, CT 06259, 860-928-2341. 
http://www.whzwealth.com
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Dieting in days gone by

Note:  The Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Society 
will be closed the day before 
Thanksgiving, Nov. 24.  It will 
be open from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 27.

Newly Arrived at the Killingly 
Historical and Genealogical 
Center:  Copies of “Images of 
America Killingly” by Natalie L. 
Coolidge and Robert A. Spencer.  
This first book of Killingly pho-
tos has been out of print but 
is now available just in time 
for Christmas.  Copies are $20 
if purchased at the Center; $25 
for postage and handling if the 
book must be mailed.  Copies 
will be available during regu-
lar Center hours on Wednesday 
and Saturday from 10 a.m.-4
p.m.  Checks accepted but not 
credit cards.  Please send a letter 
with your name, address and a 
check for $25 if you wish to have 
a copy mailed to you.  No phone 
orders, please.  Check out the 
other items.

The Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Society recent-
ly received a donation from 
Kathy Fedor (Pat Rychkowski)
of “What’s Cookin’?” a cook-
book compiled by Ladies Aid 
Society of the Union Baptist
Church of East Killingly 

in 1948.  Volunteers at the 
Center have been chuckling at 
the suggested diet food in the 
Eighteen Day Reducing Diet.  
Every breakfast was identical: 
1/2 grapefruit, melba toast, (no 
butter) and coffee.  Sue Gosselin 
picked up on the fact that the 
diet included an entire head 
of lettuce in one day.  Lunch: 

1 orange, 1 egg, 1 slice melba 
toast, ½ head lettuce, tea; 
dinner 1 small broiled steak 
(plain), ½ head lettuce, 1 toma-
to, ½ grapefruit, tea or coffee.  
The diet continued with plen-
ty of eggs, cucumbers, melba 
toast, radishes, and grapefruit.
I guess you’d be out of luck if 
you had a medication that said, 
“No grapefruit.”  I don’t think 
I’d ever want to see another 
piece of melba toast!  Under 
household hints Frank Aleman 
pointed out the following, “Kid 
gloves may be kept clean much 
longer if rubbed gently and 
firmly with bread crumbs with 
each wearing.  An Art Gum 
eraser may also be used for this 
purpose.”  How many of you 
had kid gloves?  I never did, but 
remember having white ones 
to wear to church when I was 
growing up.

Wayne Magao brought in a 
copy of “Taylor’s Directory of 
Putnam and Danielson 1900,” 
which he thought I might find 
interesting. It has given me 
much food for thought! The 
cover ad was for “Farley’s-
Putnam’s Busiest Store.  
Windham County’s leading 
Ladies’ and Gent’s Clothier 
and Furnisher. A special-
ty of gent’s fine shoes.  Seton 
Farley, Prop.; G. W. H. Farley,
Manager. No. 9-11 Front Street, 
Bradley Building.  Another 
Putnam business was Shaw’s 
Satisfactory Store.  I found the 
ad fascinating since the store 
of George E. Shaw was not only 
a stationary store but also was 
selling jewelry, bicycles, sew-
ing machines, pianos, organs 
and other musical merchan-
dise.  The ads in the Directory 
tell so much about the life and
times of the area residents at 
the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury.  Do you ever even think 

of using a tailor today?  In the 
Danielson section I found a full-
page ad for “W. J. Craig, Honest 
Tailoring.  Quality is the most 
important point to be consid-
ered in selecting a suit or over-
coat, cape or cloak…Leading 
county Tailor.”   C.H. Bacon
had a large store at the cor-
ner of Academy and Mechanics 
Sts. in Danielson.  He adver-
tised house furnishings for 
parlor, chamber, dining room,
kitchen---furniture, carpets, 
window shades, wall paper.  
The picture of the Magee cook 
stove reminded me of the coal 
stoves that my grandmothers 
had.  My maternal grand-
mother loved tea and could 
easily keep an ironstone cup
of it warm on the back of the 
stove.  Bacon’s was not the only 
such store.  John F. Bennett 
operated Bennett’s Boston 
House Furnishing Store on 
Main Street in Danielson. E. H. 
Keach & Co. in Danielson was 
advertising “The Winchester…
the best House heating Boiler 
for either steam or hot water.” 
The directory also included 
beautiful photos of three suc-
cessful hotels in Killingly---the 
Sprague House with porch-
es on the upper two stories 
(Attawaugan Hotel), Central
House (both rates, $2 per day), 
and the Kennedy House in 
Dayville, which is no longer 
standing. The proximity of the 
railroad and trolley made it 
very easy for those from out-
of-town to come for business 
or pleasure.  Patrons of the 
“People’s Popular Pleasure 
Park” at Alexander’s Lake 
were being encouraged to take 
the trolley, which was in its 
infancy in the area.  

How many of you or your 
parents attended school 
in Killingly in 1949?  I came 

across the following article 
in a notebook at the Killingly 
Historical Center.  I hadn’t 
known this building was ever 
used for a school.  “At Long 
Last!  A New School… While 
the powers that be in Hartford 
are still bickering over ways 
and means of providing relief 
to overcrowded schools in the 
state, Killingly has acquired 
a ‘new school’; that is, a new 
school annex.  The fact that 
the building formerly housed 
a fish market is quite beside 
the point.  The essential thing 
is that the first grade room at 
the Grammar school which 
has had 54 pupils to accom-
modate since the opening of 
school in September, now has
the more rational number of 
20, since 24 were moved into 
the new annex on Monday.  
And the said 24 should consid-
er themselves lucky, for the 
little one story building has
been completely transformed 
within and without (and inci-
dentally without any state 
aid).  The Killingly Board of
Education and Superintendent 
R. Vernon Hays deserve a ‘slap 
on the back’ for the prompt 
and very satisfactory action 
taken to relieve a serious sit-
uation.  This 24’ by 20’ class-
room has new insulated walls 
and ceiling and insulated floor 
covered with inlaid linoleum.  
The color effects are in apple 
green and peach pastels; the 
heating system includes air 
conditioning and thermostat-
ic control; the lighting is of 
the most modern type and new 
lavatories have been installed.  
The boiler room is separated 
from the classroom by a fire 
wall, and all this was accom-
plished in a little over a month.  
The new annex, pictured above 
(only in the article), is locat-

ed at 7 School Street, close 
enough to the grammar school
to allow the children to use 
the main playgrounds during 
recess.”  The little building is 
still standing on the south side 
of the Danielson fire station.  
Killingly Memorial School was 
completed in 1952, but how 
long this building remained an 
annex is unknown at this time.
(Windham County Transcript, 
Nov. 17, 1949; Killingly Tidbits 
and Business Ad Notebook, 
compiled by Bernard Mitchell 
in May, 2016; Miles of 
Millstream, Weaver & Wood).  
Killingly Historical Society 
archivist Lynn LaBerge said 
that she and her family lived in 
the building for several years 
during the 1970’s (conversa-
tion, Nov. 10).  Please share 
memories by emailing me if
you or a family member attend-
ed this annex.

Happy Thanksgiving to you 
all!

Margaret M. Weaver 
Killingly Municipal Historian 
November 2021. Special thanks 
to Kathy Fedor, Sue Gosselin, 
Frank Aleman, Lynn LaBerge, 
and Wayne Magao.  For addi-
tional information email me 
at margaretmweaver@gmail.
com or contact the Killingly
Historical Society at www.kill-
inglyhistorical.org.   Leave mes-
sages for the Killingly Historical 
Center at 860-779-7250.   Visit
the Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Center Wednesday 
or Saturday from 10-4.  Like us 
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/killinglyhistoricalsociety.  
Mail for the Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Society, Inc. 
or the Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Center should be 
sent to P.O. Box 265, Danielson, 
CT 06239.

MARGARET 
WEAVER

KILLINGLY

AT 300
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DANIELSON — Quinebaug Valley 
Community College has several com-
ing events in November and December, 
which are open to the public:

Covid Vaccinations – Receive 
your first and second doses, as well 
as boosters (Moderna, Pfizer, Johnson 
& Johnson). Tuesdays 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
and Wednesdays 3 - 7 p.m. in the Fireside 
Lounge on the Danielson campus. No 
appointment needed. (There will not be 
a vaccination clinic held on Wednesday, 
Nov. 17).

Veterans Connection Photo 
Exhibit: Running until Nov. 26 – The 
Veterans Connection photo exhibit 
began in the fall of 2014 to recognize and 
celebrate the QVCC faculty, staff, and 
community members who have served 
or have loved ones who have served in 
the United States military. Featured in 
the exhibit is a missing man table, also 
known as a fallen comrade table. This 
table is reserved to honor our brave and 
selfless American military members 
who have perished on the battlefield, 
those who have not been returned to us 
after being taken prisoner on foreign 
soil, and for those who went missing 
and have not found their way back 
home. The Veterans Connection photo 
exhibit, which is open to the public, 
will be running until Friday, Nov. 26. 
Community members are invited and 
encouraged to visit.

Nov. 16 at 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.: Tour 
& Information Session Spotlighting 
QVCC’s Careers in Healthcare–Learn 
about QVCC’s Healthcare Associate 
Degree and certificate programs, includ-
ing Business Administration: Health 
Care Management, Medical Assisting, 
Medical Laboratory Technician, Pre-
Nursing, Administrative Medical Office 
Skills, Phlebotomy, Health Career 
Pathways, and HIMT: Certified Coding 
Specialist.

Nov. 17 at 6 p.m.: QVCC Fall Open 
House – Have you always wanted to 
go to college? Are you looking for a 
new career or the right career for you? 
Do you need help figuring out your 
next steps? QVCC is the place to find 
yourself and your path. Attending Open 
House is the best way to discover why 
QVCC should be your choice for start-
ing, continuing, or finishing your col-
lege education. By registering, you will 
have access to the Open House for a 
year! Open House includes an alumni 
& student panel, individual breakout 
sessions, and a student services infor-
mational panel. Register at qvcc.edu/
openhouse.

Nov. 18 at 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.:Advanced 
Manufacturing & Mechatronics 
Automation Technician Tour & 
Information Session – Join the QVCC 
Advanced Manufacturing Technology 
Center Team at the Danielson 
campus to learn about our programs. 
You can tour our facilities, learn 
about internships, job placement for 
graduates, and hear about the demand 
locally, regionally, and statewide for 
the skills of our graduates from these 
programs. No RSVP is required. For 
more information, contact Sandy Gould 
at sgould@qvcc.edu.  

Nov. 24 at 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Black Dog Bar & Grille: Annual 
Alumni Mixer – A fun night that brings 

QVCC alumni together to reconnect 
with one another and the college. We 
cordially invite alumni, faculty, and 
staff to come by and enjoy a drink, 
some food and conversation – a perfect 
pre-Thanksgiving celebration! RSVP 
at qvcc.edu/alumni-events. Contact 
Sarah Wolfburg, Director of Alumni 
Relations at swolfburg@qvcc.edu or 
(860) 932-4133 with any questions.

Nov. 30: Giving Tuesday – After 
widely recognized shopping days, Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday, Giving 
Tuesday kicks off the charitable holiday 
season. Celebrated the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, this Giving Tuesday, the 
QVCC Foundation is asking you to give 
the gift of education and help support 
local students at QVCC. Give online 
at www.qvcc.edu/give-now on Nov. 30. 
Your gift makes a difference in hun-
dreds of local QVCC students’ lives!

Dec. 4 and Jan. 8 from 10 a.m. 
- noon: QVCC Preview Day – Learn 
why QVCC is the best and most 
affordable start for a college education. 
Apply for free, tour campus, meet 
faculty and alumni, and learn about 
your options for paying for college 
(financial aid, scholarships, and PACT 
free tuition funding). Enjoy cider and 
donuts. Register at https://tinyurl.
com/yjsk6x9o.

Dec. 4 and Jan. 8 from 9 a.m. – 
1 p.m.: Enrollment Day – Advising 
will be available to help you build 
your winter or spring class schedule 
and register. Financial Aid will also 
be available for questions. Advanced 
reservation is required.

Dec. 11: In-Person FAFSA 
Completion Event – Join us in-person 
for our 2022-2023 FAFSA Completion 
Event. If you are a recent high school 
graduate (under age 24) or high school 
senior, we strongly recommend your 
parents attend the workshop as well, 
as they will need to provide informa-
tion and a digital signature to complete 
the process. Students and parents/
guardians: please bring your 2020 tax 
returns and FSA ID, which can be 
created at studentaid.gov. If you did 
not file 2020 taxes, please bring your 
W2. This event will be offered at two 
different times to fit your busy sched-
ule: 11:00 am - 12:30 pm or 3:30 pm - 5:30 
pm. Please RSVP to choose your 
preferred time and location: forms.
office.com/r/U1nhEbLkr1.

Dec. 7 from 5 - 7:30 p.m.: Evening 
Advising and Registration 
(Danielson & Willimantic) – Get 
advised and get registered! Advisors 
will be available on both the 
Danielson and Willimantic campus-
es, as well as through phone and 
video options, to help build your win-
ter or spring schedule and register 
for the courses you need.

Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m.: Tour 
Tuesday – Take a tour of our main 
campus and see what QVCC can offer 
you! Tour the building and labs, meet 
with admissions, visit our library 
and learning center, and hear about 
services that can make you a successful 
student.

Dec. 7 from 5 - 7:30 p.m.: Opening 
Exhibition for El Día de los Muertos/
Day of the Dead – The opening 
reception for the El Día de los Muertos/
Day of the Dead exhibit will be held on 
Dec. 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the SPIROL Art 
Gallery. The exhibit will run from Dec. 
7 – Jan. 21.

Dec. 8 from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.: FAFSA 
Completion Event (Remote) – Join 
us virtually for our 2022-2023 FAFSA 
Completion Event. If you are a 
recent high school graduate (under age 
24) or high school senior, we strongly 
recommend your parents attend the 
workshop as well, as they will need 
to provide information and a digital 
signature to complete the process. 
Students and parents/guardians, 
please be prepared with your 2020 tax 
returns and FSA ID, which can be 
created at studentaid.gov. If you did 
not file 2020 taxes, please provide your 
W2. Please RSVP to choose your pre-
ferred time: https://forms.office.com/r/
U1nhEbLkr1.

Dec. 8 from 2 - 6 p.m.: Get Accepted, 
Advised, and Registered (Willimantic) – 
Receive in-person student support ser-
vices from Admissions, Financial Aid, 
and Advising at QVCC’s Willimantic 
satellite location.

Dec. 8 from 5 - 7:30 p.m.: Evening 
Advising and Registration 
(Danielson) – Get advised and get regis-
tered! Advisors will be available on the 
Danielson campus, as well as through 
phone and video options, to help build 
your winter or spring schedule and reg-
ister for the courses you need.
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The Villager Newspapers is com-
mitted to accuracy in all its news 
reports. Although numerous safe-
guards are in place to ensure accu-
rate reporting, mistakes can occur. 
Confirmed fact errors will be cor-
rected at the top right hand corner 
of page A3 in a timely manner. 

If you find a mistake call (860) 
928-1818 or e-mail charlie@villager-
newspapers.com. 

ACCURACY WATCH

record for runners. I think people were 
really receptive to getting back in to 
supporting the race and the causes.”

Around 174 runners registered for the 
event, and just under $11,000 was raised 
in sponsorships alone, the most in the 
events history and the first time the 
event cracked $10,000 in sponsorships 
money. The fastest finishers of the Trot 
were 14-year-old Woodstock Academy 
cross country team member Christian 
Menounos of Brooklyn for the men 
with a time of 20:02 and Lebanon native 
Rachel Hartley for the women with a 
time of 24.25. 

TROT
continued from page    A1

thing we can do for people who need 
something in a different way and help 
them get through the holiday season. 
It makes it less stressful for them. The 
community support for this is just 
incredible,” said Downer. “Every year, 
the dollar amount doesn’t matter, it’s 
about the support for the communi-
ty. There are years where people have 
more to share but it’s just about the 
support that we get. This is an event 
inclusive of the three fire departments 
in Woodstock and Community Fire 
Company in Thompson has helped us 
the past few years so this is about help-
ing the community as a whole.”

Department Lt. John Kline, who 
helped coordinate the event with 
Downer, echoed his colleague’s senti-
ments, noting “Just to know we have 
this many people who are backing us for 
everything we do for the town and the 
surrounding towns is an amazing feel-
ing. That support just keeps growing. 
Every year that we have this we have 
more and more people going through.”

The event collected numerous boxes 
of toys for different ages groups that will 
all be donated to agencies throughout 
the next few weeks leading up to the hol-
iday giving season. The department also 
raised $6,200 throughout the day, and 
that doesn’t include the money and toys 
raised form the other three departments 
that participated throughout the day. 

TOY DRIVE
continued from page    A1

QVCC announces upcoming events

Killingly Grange to host blue-
grass concert

KILLINGLY — The Killingly Grange, 
P of H #112, is proud to welcome back 
The Nick Anderson and Shady Creek 
Band to its hall on Saturday, Nov 27.   A 
lot of people know that the Grange and 
his band constitute the longest running 
live traditional bluegrass music venue 
in Eastern Connecticut.  So far, his 
band has been performing at the Grange 
for a good 20 years or so.  Let’s hope 
for another good twenty years!  Also, 
on the 27th, a second band, The Bear 
Minimum, led Dave “Tex” Orlomoski, 
originally from Canterbury, will per-
form after a 20 -30-minute break.  The 
doors open at 6 p.m., and the concert 
starts at 7 p.m.  Sandwiches and other 
refreshments will be available through-
out the night.  Tickets for the concert 
will be $12 at the door.  

READING
NEWSPAPERS
IS A QUEST 
LIKE NO OTHER



“In the Studio” is a newer 
feature for the Villager 
Newspapers.  The Quiet Corner 
is home to many artists and 
makers, some of whom have 
national or international rec-
ognition for their work in fine 
art, handcraft, performing art, 
art education, and graphic art.  
In this semi-weekly series, we’ll 
talk with our artist neighbors 
and learn about their careers, 
current projects, and connec-
tions to our towns.  We’ll also 
learn some “artspeak” terms in 
our conversations, demystifying 
some of those “artist words”.  
[Note:  correction to our last 
interview on contact telephone 
for Pete Belmore (508) 949-7685.]

Meet illustrator and graph-
ic designer, Anthony Foronda 
of Putnam.  A not-so-hidden 
gem in the Quiet Corner, I had 
the pleasure of speaking with 
Anthony who has created illus-
trations for newspaper and 
magazine editorials includ-
ing the Washington Post, 
NY Times, National Public 
Radio, the Boston Globe, Saint 
Petersburg Times, as well as 
numerous magazines.

“Anthony Foronda is an 
internationally recognized 
award-winning illustrator & 
designer. He has been chosen in 
American Illustration, Society 
of Illustrators of Los Angeles 
Illustration West, Awarded in 
Alternative Pick Awards, and 
the International Luerzer’s 
Archive’s “200 Best Illustrators 
Worldwide” Biennial. His work 
stands out with color & texture 

and is conceptually thought 
provoking. He has worked in 
the editorial and advertising 
markets. Anthony lives in 
rural Putnam, CT USA, New 
England.” (AnthonyForonda.
com)

Anthony, you’ve explained 
that your work generally 
follows two original styles: 
“Primitif”—a blend of animus 
and Oceanic/African art, influ-
enced by your Filipino heri-
tage (l.)  and “Realisme”,  a 
vehicle for socio-political con-
cepts (r.)—something which 
has brought you much atten-
tion.  I urge readers to look 
at your website for examples 
beyond these wonderful two.

You mentioned that in 
2008 you moved toward 
website design and brand-
ing campaigns.  What was 
that like?

I started my business as an 
illustrator when I moved to 
Putnam but when the recession 
hit in 2008, I had to diversify 

and work as a designer again. 
My first client was China Star 
restaurant. We built their web-
site and online ordering sys-
tem. I then did work for Avena 
Wellness Center. I designed 
their logo brand mark, signage, 
print brochures, etc. After that, 
word of mouth and some online 
advertising brought clients our 
way.  

We build brands for entre-
preneurs and small businesses. 
We help build the foundation 
of their story visually. I like 
working with new business 
owners because they have a 
vision and we help them real-
ize their vision.  

Anthony, you’ve lived 
in Putnam with your wife 
and daughter for 17 years 
now.  Does living in this part 
of the country affect your 
work?

What I like about living here 
is the abundance of nature that 
surrounds me. I have woods at 
the front of my house and to 
one side of my house and I live 
a few blocks from Main Street. 
When I was living in DC, I real-
ly couldn’t create. It was too 
frenetic a pace. I couldn’t imag-
ine living in NYC and being 
able to be creative. There is too 
much energy and I would just 
be exhausted by it. I feel reju-
venated by the woods and lakes 
and farmland here. But what 
is great about our location is 
that if I need to go to a city, I 
can go to Boston, Providence, 
Worcester, Hartford or NYC 
pretty easily. Our go-to city 
used to be Providence but since 
my daughter and I practice 
Aikido, a Japanese Martial Art, 
we regularly go to Worcester. 
Worcester is so diverse and 

multicultural. It is overflowing 
with art, music, theatre. We 
love going to Worcester.

You teach at nearby QVCC 
and Pomfret School.  What 
kind of advice would you 
offer a high school student 
about pursuing art and 
design as a career?

I usually give the same 
advice. Don’t be a perfection-
ist. It keeps you from exploring 
options and taking good risks. 
Concentrate on the moment 
and focus on your artwork.   
The other thing I tell students 
is that they need to commu-
nicate and collaborate and 
network with people. There 
are a lot of young people that 
aren’t good socially. I think it’s 
because of technology. But to 
be a professional artist, you 
can’t just stay in your studio. 
And lastly, learn to be grateful, 
kind and compassionate with 
others and yourself.  

Speaking of local places, 
I’d love to hear something 
about (a) your work at the 
current QVCC faculty show,  
(b) on exhibit at the new 
Putnam Town Hall, and/or 
(c) your involvement with 
the Putnam Arts Council.

The new Putnam Town 
Hall has a wonderful corridor 
that the Putnam Arts Council 
is maintaining as exhibition 
space. Our first exhibit show-
cases the work of Putnam Arts 
Council members;  I am one 
of the longest lasting mem-
bers since its inception. Karen 
Osbrey has been an amazing 
supporter of the arts in Putnam 
and through her leadership, the 
Council has brought murals, 
art events, permanent sculp-
tures, and artwork throughout 
Putnam. We plan on holding 
events for artists to network 
and help find resources for art-
ists in our area. The exhibition 

space at the Town Hall will 
showcase more artists from the 
area. I think the council is an 
important cultural asset for the 
Town of Putnam.

You are a busy man; do 
you have a chance to make 
art for yourself? 

Actually, that is an affir-
mative NO. Two years ago, I 
purchased large stretchers for 
a canvas to play around with 
paint and color for my living 
room wall. I was able to put 
the stretchers together but I 
still haven’t stretched the can-
vas or started painting. I miss 
painting.  I’ll get to it next sum-
mer….I promise.

We are so lucky to have 
you as part of the Quiet 
Corner community.  Thank 
you for taking time for this 
interview.  Any closing 
words?

I created a sign in my studio. 
It says, “Work Hard, Create 
Great Work, Be Humble”. I 
think I also want to add to that 
sign, “You Can Stop”.

Word of the day
Luerzer’s Archives:   

Foremost advertising maga-
zine, founded in 1984 by Walter 
Lürzer.  The magazine has 
global circulation, with head-
quarters in Vienna. 

About the writer:  Cynthia 
Saari (Woodstock, CT) is a 
nationally recognized flame-
work glass artist.  She has 
exhibited her work & taught for 
over 20 years; her glass beads 
have been included in numerous 
publications & invitationals.   
Significant projects include 
costume work for the Santa Fe 
Opera, and flamework demon-
strator at the Peabody Essex 
Museum.  Cynthia offers talks & 
workshops in the Quiet Corner; 
she is an adjunct professor of 
art at a local college.  

A4 •                VILLAGER NEWSPAPERSFriday, November 19, 2021

TO PLACE A BUSINESS AD:
MIKAELA VICTOR

RETAIL ADVERTISING

860-928-1818 EXT. 313
mikaela@villagernewspapers.com
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

860-928-1818, EXT. 303
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 860-928-4215 
OR send to Villager, P.O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR: OR PRESS 
RELEASE
E-MAIL: 
brendan@villagernewspapers.com
OR send to Villager, P.O. Box 90, 
Southbridge, MA 01550

The Putnam Villager (025-154), The Thompson Villager (024-998) The Killingly 
Villager (025-004) and The Woodstock Villager (024-999) are published weekly by 
Villager Newspapers, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550.  Periodical postage paid at 
Woodstock, CT and additional mailing office(s).  POSTMASTER:  send address changes 
to the Villager Newspapers,  P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA  01550.

PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

FRANK G. CHILINSKI

860-928-1818 EXT. 103
frank@villagernewspapers.com

BUSINESS MANAGER

RYAN CORNEAU

860-928-1818 EXT. 102
ryan@salmonpress.news

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

JIM DINICOLA

508-764-6102
jdinicola@stonebridgepress.com

EDITOR

BRENDAN BERUBE

860-928-1818 X 323
brendan@villagernewspapers.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER

JULIE CLARKE

860-928-1818, EXT. 305 
julie@villagernewspapers.com

VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED BY STONEBRIDGE PRESS

In the 
Studio

CYNTHIA SAARI 

Anthony Foronda

Primitif
Realisme

Photo Courtesy

Veterans Day 2021-Students were addressed in classrooms by 
area veterans.  Pictured (left to right): Vietnam War veteran Pierre 
Desilets, Vietnam War veteran and Putnam Mayor Norman “Barney” 
Seney, Desert Storm veteran and Commander of American Legion 
District 4 Antonio “Tony” Rendon, Air Force veteran Dale Werkhoven, 
along with Social Studies teacher John Allen, who helped organize the 
day’s activities.

Coderre.  “I urge all student to take up 
that mantra and never leave a class-
mate behind.”  

Coderre noted circumstances where 
students today may be encountering 
difficulty, not only in school but in life.  
By adopting the motto students would 
be assisting others who might be expe-
riencing academic or social difficulties.

“You’ll be making Putnam High 
School and the world a better place 
if you follow Commander Dillard’s 
motto.” said Coderre.  

He closed saying, “From all the veter-
ans here, thank you for not leaving us 
behind today.”

Principal Taylor concluded the pro-
gram by thanking everyone present for 
“making this Veterans Day very spe-
cial.”

VETERANS
continued from page    A1

Bird sightings at the Connecticut 
Audubon Society Center at Pomfret 
and Wyndham Land Trust proper-
ties for the week of Nov. 8: Common 
Grackle, Cooper’s Hawk, Great 
Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Saw-whet 
Owl, Carolina Wren, Wild Turkey, 
Ring-necked Pheasant, Turkey 
Vulture, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 
Pileated Woodpecker, Flicker, 
Robin, Purple Finch, Junco. 
Visit ctaudubon.org/pomfret-home.

VILLAGER

ALMANAC
AT CT AUDUBON

Killingly Library book club 
meets Nov. 29

KILLINGLY — The Killingly Public 
Library will be hosting a Nutmeg Book 
Club on Monday, Nov. 29 at 4:30 p.m. 
Our featured book for this month is 
“Investigators” by John Patrick Green.

Great for kids in first through third 
grade.

Registration is required and books 
are available at the library for pick up.
Register on our events calendar at www.
killinglypl.org.

Is Your Advertising 
A Little Stale?

Contact Mikaela at 508-909-4126
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

for some fresh ideas!



PUTNAM — The leadership teams 
from Day Kimball Healthcare and 
Covenant Health, Inc. announced today 
that they have entered into an affiliation 
agreement allowing both organizations 
to move forward with discussions aimed 
at Day Kimball Healthcare becoming a 
full member of Covenant Health.  

The news follows several months of 
thoughtful conversations between the 
two entities. Once details are worked 
out and regulatory approvals are grant-
ed, Day Kimball Healthcare will be able 
to leverage resources available through 
the Covenant Health system, includ-
ing access to capital for investment in 
Information Technology platforms and 
an electronic health record while retain-
ing its focus on its mission and the local 

community. No expectation was estab-
lished for the affiliation to become final 
as the regulatory review and approval 
process is extensive.

“We have had many productive and 
encouraging conversations with the 
leadership of Day Kimball Healthcare,” 
said Stephen Grubbs, President/CEO of 
Covenant Health. “The agreement we 
signed today allows us to take the next 
steps in this process, including working 
out important details and filing requests 
for approval of the proposed transition 
with various regulatory agencies.”

As part of the proposed affiliation, Day 
Kimball’s hospital, medical group, home 
care, hospice and palliative care and four 
health centers located across Northeast 
Connecticut would be owned and oper-

ated by Covenant Health. Day Kimball 
Healthcare’s community-led board of 
directors will continue to serve in an 
advisory capacity to Covenant Health’s 
board of directors, preserving local influ-
ence on decisions. Like Day Kimball, 
Covenant Health shares a deep com-
mitment to serving people of all faiths, 
backgrounds and incomes — just as Day 
Kimball does today.

“Day Kimball Healthcare is proud of 
our 127-year tradition of providing the 
highest quality care and always acting 
with the community’s best interest in 
mind,” said R. Kyle Kramer, CEO of 
Day Kimball Healthcare. “This affilia-
tion with Covenant Health will further 
enhance our ability to serve our imme-
diate community and beyond, and will 
also provide us the opportunity to make 
much needed investments in our elec-
tronic, physical, and clinical infrastruc-
ture.”

Covenant is a not-for-profit Catholic 
health system that owns and oper-
aates 12 skilled nursing and senior liv-
ing communities and three hospitals 
spread throughout New England and 
into Pennsylvania. Much like Covenant 
Health, which has roots dating back 150 
years, Day Kimball was founded in 1894 
and has strong ties to the communities it 
serves. By joining forces with Covenant 
Health, Day Kimball Healthcare can 
achieve an economy of scale and oper-
ating efficiencies that will make more 
efficient, effective and financially viable 
— even during a time of unprecedented 
change in healthcare industry.

Day Kimball is a fully integrated 
health system that is comprised of Day 
Kimball Hospital, Day Kimball Medical 
Group and four ambulatory health-
care centers in Connecticut including 
Danielson, Dayville, Plainfield and 
Putnam. Day Kimball also operates Day 
Kimball HomeMakers, Day Kimball 
HomeCare and Hospice & Palliative Care 

of Northeastern Connecticut.
Both organizations are committed 

to keeping the community informed 
during the approval process. To learn 
more, please visit www.daykimball.
org or www.covenanthealth.net.

About Covenant Health
Covenant Health of Tewksbury, Mass., 

is an innovative, Catholic regional 
health delivery network and a leader in 
values-based, not-for-profit health and 
eldercare. Covenant Health consists of 
hospitals, skilled nursing and rehabili-
tation centers, assisted living and inde-
pendent senior residences, and commu-
nity-based health and elder care organi-
zations throughout New England and in 
Pennsylvania.

About Day Kimball Healthcare
Day Kimball Healthcare is a nonprof-

it community healthcare system com-
posed of Day Kimball Hospital, Day 
Kimball Medical Group, Day Kimball 
Healthcare at Home, and healthcare cen-
ters in Danielson, Dayville, Plainfield, 
and Putnam. Its service area includes 
Northeast Connecticut as well as nearby 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island com-
munities. Day Kimball Healthcare’s com-
prehensive network employs more than 
1,000 staff including nearly 300 associat-
ed, highly skilled physicians, surgeons 
and specialists. Its Web site is www.day-
kimball.org.

WILLIMANTIC — For the 
first time since 2019, Eastern 
Connecticut State University cel-
ebrated Veteran’s Day with an 
on-ground, in-person ceremony 
on Nov. 11 in the Student Center 
Atrium.

Following refreshments, SPC 
Willard Brin of the Connecticut 
National Guard, a student work-
er in the Veterans Education 
and Transition Services (VETS) 
Center, welcomed several hun-
dred Eastern students, faculty 
and staff to the celebration. Citing 
veterans’ “love of country,” Brin 
thanked the audience for join-
ing him to honor the 2.3 million 
active members of the Armed 
Services and Reserve/National 
Guard personnel; 19 million liv-
ing veterans; and the three mil-
lion Americans who have died 
or been wounded since 1775 in 
defense of our country.

National Guard recruiter SSG 
Patrick Passantino; Eastern 
Police Department SFC Lauren 
Fauchon; and students SPC 
Kathryn Platt and Kassandra 
Manguaf presented the colors 
for the ceremony. Eastern’s 
Chamber Singers sang the 
National Anthem, conducted by 
Music Professor David Belles.

Father Laurence LaPointe 
offered reflections. 

“It is an honor for all of us 
to be here, an honor enabled by 
veterans who provide hope for 
our community today and for our 
community in the future,” said 
LaPointe. “We pray that we may 
inspired by the example of those 
who have dedicated themselves 
to the service of the nation.”

Eastern President Elsa Nunez 
expressed gratitude to those who 
made the celebration possible, 
especially recog-
nizing Eastern’s 
VETS Center. “We 
have several hun-
dred active-duty 
military and vet-
erans enrolled 
at Eastern. I am 
proud to share 
that Eastern was 
tied for first in 
New England this 
fall among public 
regional univer-
sities in service 
to veterans, as 
ranked by U.S. 
News and World 
Report. Such 
external valida-
tion speaks to the 
support for veter-
ans provided by 
our entire campus 
community!”

Nunez said a 
relatively small 
group of people 
protect our nation. 

She noted that with a population 
of 330 million people, we are pro-
tected by only 1.4 million active 
service personnel and another 
850,000 Reserves and National 
Guard. She also said that U.S. 
service men and women defend 
not just their own lives and ours, 
as well as our homeland, they 
defend the principles of democra-
cy and individual freedom.

“As Founding Father 
Alexander Hamilton wrote, 
‘There is a certain enthusiasm 
in liberty, that makes human 
nature rise above itself in acts 
of bravery and heroism.’ Heroes 
overcoming fear to protect the 
liberty we hold dear - those are 
the people we are here today to 
honor.

“We owe our lives, our land 
and our freedoms to these brave 
souls,” continued Nunez. “Today 
and every day, please find ways 
- tangible ways - that you can 
let our servicemen and women 
know how much you respect and 
appreciate their sacrifices for 
each of us.”

Lt. Colonel Joe Danao ‘89, 
who retired after a distin-
guished 33-year career with the 
Connecticut Army National 
Guard, delivered the keynote 
address. Danao was deployed in 
Afghanistan. His wife, son and 
son-in-law are also veterans. His 
daughter Ashley is an Eastern 
graduate as well.

“Peace is precious and worth 
working towards as a nation 
and world,” said Danao as he 
applauded Eastern’s leadership 
in its service to veterans. “A 
19-year old freshman at Eastern 
has not known peace in their life-
time. This has never happened in 
our history before.”

Danao also share some 
good news. “This is the first 
Veterans Day since Nov. 11, 
2000, that our nation hasn’t 
been at war. We have veterans 
who spent their entire careers 
earning their 20-year retire-
ments and have never known 
peace.”

Danao said today’s gener-
ations of warriors includes 
members from all corners of 
the nation - all races, genders 
and walks of life. He said that 
no matter who, what and where 
they are upon enlistment, they 
have one thing in common - “a 
commitment to make our coun-
try better, stronger and freer 
and by extension the rest of the 
world.”

Danao said we also should 
thank veterans for all they do 
outside of their military ser-
vice. “Today our warriors are 
not just engaged in conflict 
overseas, they are engaged 
here on the home team - help-
ing with the war on COVID19, 
natural disasters, cybersecu-
rity and other homeland mis-
sions. The bottom line is, they 
are stepping up and getting the 
job done.”

Danao concluded by saying, 
“We are here to honor all veter-
ans, past and present for their 
mental and physical sacrific-
es and commitment of service 
that helped our nation become 
a safer and more peaceful 
place. I salute each of you and 
your families, for your service, 
and if you are not a veteran, 
I salute your commitment to 
supporting veterans. If you see 
a vet, say ‘Thank You!’”
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508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

FALL
SALE

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to quali�ed customers!

We take pride 
in our customer 

service!

Fall Pricing 
Now in E�ect AFFORDABLE!

Location: Christ Church
Routes 44 & 169 • Pomfret, CT

– 1 Mile South of �e Vanilla Bean Cafe –
Christchurchpomfret.org • 860.315.7780

Date: Saturday, December 4th
(Snow Date: Saturday, December 11th)

In-Person Fair: 10:00am - 1:00pm 
Holiday gi�s for all! Masks required.

Also pick up Online Silent Auction items 
Online Auction runs Nov. 17th - Dec. 1st at

www.biddingowl.com/ChristChurchPomfret

Benefits Local Outreach

Eastern honors active, past service 
members on Veterans Day

Day Kimball Healthcare signs agreement to 
affiliate with Covenant Health

Photo Courtesy

Left to right: Steve Grubbs, President/ CEO of Covenant Health, Janice Thurlow, Chairman 
of the Day Kimball Healthcare Board of Directors, and R. Kyle Kramer, CEO of Day Kimball 
Healthcare sign affiliation agreement at Day Kimball Hospital in Putnam, today, Tuesday, 
Nov. 16.
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another touchdown.
In addition, Norwich gained 171 yards 

on 69 offensive plays, an average of 2.77 
yards per play. The Wildcats were just 
3-for-16 converting third downs into first 
downs, and 0-for-4 on fourth down.

“Our red zone defense was great; the 
kids really paid attention during the 
week to what [Norwich] likes to do down 
there,” Killingly coach Chad Neal said. 
“Hats off to our kids; they played tremen-
dous. They work hard every day. They 
come to practice, they learn and they 
get better, and then they go out on game 
night and execute.”

Killingly’s offense was as devastat-
ing as its defense, scoring five first half 
touchdowns on 18 plays. Senior Jack 
Sharpe led the way, finishing the night 
with 241 rushing yards, including scor-
ing scampers of 11, 37 and 57 yards, on 
19 carries. If Killingly fans think Sharpe 

looks as if he’s hitting the hole with more 
explosiveness than he was earlier in the 
season, it’s because he is.

“Unfortunately, I’ve had some injuries 
this year that were holding me back,” 
Sharpe said. “I’ve started working very 
hard in practice, doing the extra stuff I 
need to do to bring my game to the next 
level and get ready for the state playoffs. 
I’m going to continue working; there’s no 
stopping now.”

Sophomore running back Soren Rief 
also broke the century mark, gaining 128 
yards on eight carries and scoring on a 
44-yard burst through the middle of the 
NFA defense.

“The guys up front, they do every-
thing for us. Me and Jack, we have it 
easy,” Rief said, referring to right tackle 
Shane Leduc, right guard Ryan Miller, 
center Noah Russell, left guard Devin 
Exarhoulias and his twin brother Darin 
Exarhoulias, the left tackle. “Those 
guys, they open the holes up. We knew 
[Norwich] was going to be physical, but 

we got it done tonight. I was confident, 
despite how physical they can be, that 
our offensive line was going to give us 
holes to run through.”

The Killingly offense rushed for 369 
yards on 30 attempts, gaining an average 
of 12.3 yards per carry. Sharpe and Rief 
combined to rush for 10 or more yards 
on seven carries. The longest run of the 
night for Killingly was a 66-yarder by 
Rief that preceded Sharpe’s 11-yard rush-
ing TD.

For quarterback Thomas Dreibholz, 

it was a night to just deliver the mail. 
The junior completed 2-of-4 passes for 
61 yards, one of the completions being 
a 48-yard scoring strike to Jax after six 
straight rushing plays. Nine of Killingly’s 
first 11 offensive plays were runs.

“It was a great play call by [Neal],” Jax 
said of the touchdown toss. “To be able to 
set that up coach started with the runs, 
which really opened up that pass play. 
It was a great pass, too, from Thomas. It 
was awesome. It was perfect timing and 
everything was great.” 

FOOTBALL
continued from page    A1

Photos Jason McKay

Jack Sharpe of Killingly makes his way into the end zone while effortlessly evading the 
Norwich Free Academy defense.

The Killingly football team sprints onto the field before taking on Norwich Free Academy on 
Friday, Nov. 12.

Killingly’s Nate Keefe tackles Norwich Free Academy’s ball carrier.

Davis’ big day helps Woodstock Academy defeat 
Ledyard, win ECC Division II Championship

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

WOODSTOCK — The 
Woodstock Academy football 
team completed the long jour-
ney to the Division II summit of 
the mountain that is the Eastern 
Connecticut Conference 
(ECC) when it soundly defeat-
ed Ledyard High, 42-8, at the 
Bentley Athletic Conference on 
Saturday, Nov. 13.

With the win the Centaurs 
improved to 7-2 overall and 
finished the season 4-0 in ECC 
Division II play, capturing their 
first-ever ECC divisional title in 
the process.

“It’s crazy; we’ve worked so 
hard for this,” Woodstock senior 
quarterback Ethan Davis said. 
“We were literally the doormat 
of the ECC and the state. So, to 
actually win a championship is 
great. This is a huge improve-
ment from a few years ago.”

Like Davis, Woodstock 
Academy coach Sean Saucier 
was well aware of the magni-
tude of the moment.

“This is incredible,” he said 
while looking out on the field 
and watching his players and 
their families celebrate the win 
and the ECC championship. “It’s 
really special, it’s very import-
ant, and it’s a great accomplish-
ment. “I can’t say enough about 
my coaches and players. They 
prepared very well. We had 
three incredible practices this 
week and the old saying, ‘you 
play how you practice,’ is true. 
We proved it today.”

Davis made sure the Centaurs 
realized their dream of winning 
the ECC Division II title by rush-
ing for 262 yards and four touch-
downs on 13 carries and com-
pleting 11-of-18 pass attempts 

for 170 yards and another two 
scores. On the season Davis 
has rushed for 940 yards and 
12 touchdowns on 94 carries (a 
10 yards per-carry average) and 
completed 105-of-165 passes for 
1,356 yards and 17 TDs.

“I definitely will not forget 
this game for the rest of my 
life,” said Davis, who had a 
hand in every WA touchdown. 
“Winning an ECC champion-
ship with my boys, it doesn’t get 
better than that.”

Saucier smiled when Davis’ 
name was mentioned.

“This performance today was 
an exclamation point to the sea-
son he’s had and his career,” 
Saucier said. “We like to say, ‘if 
Ethan’s Ethan, we’ll be good.’ 
He was more than good today, 
he was special and I’m really 
happy for him. He put it all 
together today; he had a heck 
of a day. He’s earned every bit 
of it.”

Woodstock Academy made 
it clear early in the game that 
they would not be denied, scor-
ing touchdowns on back-to-back 
offensive plays to jump out to a 
15-0 first quarter lead.

On the sixth play of the 
Centaurs’ first offensive series, 
Davis hooked up with junior 
Carter Saracina, who had gotten 
behind the Ledyard defense, on 
a 44-yard scoring strike. Junior 
Payton Barna followed with the 
two-point conversion rush and 
with 6:52 left to play in the first 
quarter, WA led 8-0.

Eight seconds later, follow-
ing a successful onside kick — 
recovered by sophomore David 
Bunning — the Centaurs led, 
15-0. On the play following the 
onside kick, junior Braiden 
Saucier took the snap from cen-
ter, quickly passed it to the right 
sideline to Davis, who threw it 
to Saracina, who waltzed into 
the end zone to complete the 

47-yard scoring play.
The two touchdown recep-

tions were Saracina’s sixth and 
seventh receiving TDs of the 
season. 

“Hitting on those two deep 
balls for touchdowns really 
helped us momentum-wise,” 
Davis said. “On both plays the 
linebacker stayed in and the 
safety was on the other side of 
the field. Carter was just wide 
open.” 

Coach Saucier was thrilled 
with the start, but he knew 
there was a lot of football left to 
be played.

“That was a heck of a way to 
start the game, but I was still 
nervous,” coach Saucier said. “I 
tell the kids to ride the wave of 
the ups and downs of the game. 
Sometimes when you start that 
fast the momentum can swing 
and the next thing you know it’s 
a one-score game. I get just as 

nervous if we’re up two scores 
as I do when we’re down one or 
two scores. You don’t want the 
kids to get too high. But, that 
wasn’t a problem because they 
were consistent all day. They 
were incredible today.”

After a Ledyard score, Davis 
pushed the WA lead at halftime 
to 22-8, plowing in from a yard 
out with 2:13 left in the first half. 
On the first possession of the 
second half — Woodstock won 
the toss but deferred so they 
could get the ball to start the 
third quarter — Davis extended 
the Centaurs’ lead to 29-8 with a 
six-yard scamper.

Davis put WA ahead, 36-8, 
with 1:55 left in the third quar-
ter on an 85-yard run right down 
the middle of the field on a quar-
terback draw, and Davis then 
closed out the scoring with 9:16 
left in the game, scoring on a 
25-yard run.

Photos Jason McKay

Woodstock Academy’s Ethan Davis carries the ball for one of his four 
rushing touchdowns versus Ledyard on Saturday, Nov. 13. Woodstock Academy’s Kenneth Brown and Silas Strandson combine to 

take down a player from Ledyard.

Two 9’x7’ Garage doors & 
Two Electric Openers
Now $2,695
Exp. 12/31/21



BY DONNA DUFRESNE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

POMFRET — It’s not easy digging 
into the understory of American history; 
those stories which have been buried 
deep between the lines of our national 
narratives, and sometimes deliberate-
ly omitted. However, it’s in the under-
story that we find the richness of our 
American soil (soul), the story of US. 
Participants in the recent Waking the 
Dead series of workshops presented by 
Pomfret Historical Society, learned that 
there are many facets to the lens of histo-
ry. Experts in the fields of social history, 
archaeology and genealogy shared their 
research and techniques for interpreting 
the lives of disenfranchised communi-
ties such as poor, white laborers, Native 
Americans, enslaved Africans and free 
Blacks in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
The workshop series was funded by 
Connecticut Humanities.

Workshop participants learned how 
primary documents have informed the 
narrative of local history and how folklore 
inspired new research into the enslaved 
Africans who lived and worked in the 
region. They also learned from State 
Archaeologist, Dr. Sarah Sportman, that 
archaeology can inform the historical 
narrative through a more inclusive lens 
using scientific methods such as ground 
penetrating radar (GPR) and analysis 
of material culture. Archaeologist Dr. 
Nick Bellantoni reminded the audience 
that Native and African American cul-
tures have been hidden in plain sight 
and sometimes deliberately excluded 
from written history, yet archaeological 
investigations throughout the state have 
revealed communities of color which 
thrived, and people who struggled for 
freedom and autonomy for centuries.

One of the goals of the workshop series 
was to repair and clean some of the head-
stones in the Randall/Higginbotham 
burial ground where the enslaved 
Randalls are buried in unmarked graves. 
On Oct. 23 and 31, Ruth Brown (New 
England Gravestone Network), Michael 
Carroll (Rediscovering History), and 
Keegan Day, led workshops in cleaning, 
repairing, and identifying gravestone 
carvers. Participants learned that grave-
stones and burial grounds provide vital 
information as primary sources and 

material culture which help to widen the 
lens of history. They provide data rang-
ing from spiritual beliefs and practices, 
geology, economy, social structure, and 
cultural evolution as well as individual 
genealogy.

The final workshop at Abington 
Congregational Church with genealogist 
William Fothergill was a perfect ending 
to the series. On Nov. 6, the audience was 
reminded that researching Native and 
African Americans can be difficult, espe-
cially in the 1700’s when documentation 
was sparce. However, like the archaeol-
ogists and social historians who spoke 
during the series, Fothergill reminded 
us that oral history provides an import-
ant starting point to search for grains 
of truth. Lois Boyd, who identifies as 
Native American, joined in the conver-
sation reinforcing that oral history in 
disenfranchised groups who were some-
times omitted from written documents, 
can provide reliable sources along with 
DNA. Both genealogists, who are Native 
and African American, emphasized that 
their story is our story, and that we share 
ONE history, regardless of our heritage. 

Fothergill shared his research on 
Ebenezer Bassette, the first African 
American to graduate from the 
Connecticut Normal School (teacher’s 
college) which is now CCSU. Bassett, 
whose father and grandfather were both 
“Black Governors” in Derby. in the 
1840’s, was the descendant of enslaved 
Africans and Native Americans. He 
was a friend and confidant of Frederick 
Douglas and was appointed as the first 
ambassador to Haiti by President Grant 
in 1869. But his story has only recently 
been brought to light, even though he 
was an accomplished educator, activist, 

and ambassador who spoke several lan-
guages. 

Perhaps the greatest take-away from 
the Waking the Dead Workshops is that 
primary documents, artifacts, architec-
ture, gravestones, and genealogy are the 
cornerstones of truth in our historical 
narratives. Historical research requires 
multiple perspectives, scientific analy-
sis and collaboration with experts while 
investigating people who may have been 

hidden in the understory of American 
History. Yet the gems found in the more 
inclusive telling of history, reveal perse-
verance, hard work, resilience, and the 
forward motion of a people who want 
to better themselves, their family, trib-
al units, and their nation. Digging the 
understory reveals one history, our his-
tory in the story of us.
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HIGH SCHOOL NOTEBOOK

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

DANIELSON — Making his-
tory.

That’s what the Ellis Tech 
boys’ varsity soccer team did 
in 2021, setting a school record 
for wins in a season and, in 
the process, earning the No. 
1 seed for the Connecticut 
Class L Tournament. The 13-3-
2 Golden Eagles’ run in the 
postseason ended earlier than 
they had hoped, thanks to a 
3-0 second-round loss to Masuk 
High of Monroe, but fourth-
year coach Drew Mizak was 
thrilled by the just-completed 
season.

“This group of seniors, the 
first group I’ve had as head 
coach for all four of their years, 
they’ve been building and get-
ting better each year and it 
culminated in this 13-win sea-
son, that included a 10-game 
win streak during the year,” 
said Mizak, who was the team’s 
assistant coach for nine sea-
sons before becoming head 
coach.

The team was led this season 
by its senior class, which con-
sisted of co-captains Brett Gile 
and Everett LeBlanc, as well 
as Sebastian Fauxbel, Tyler 
Grenon and Logan Hereth. 
Gile, Ellis Tech’s starting 
goalkeeper this season, played 
every minute of every game 
in 2021, which isn’t surprising 
since he has started in net for 
every game of his four-year 
high school career. This season 
he allowed just 12 shots to get 
past him.

“Brett worked his butt off 
for four years. He is the best 
student of the game I have ever 
coached. He dedicated himself 
100 percent to this program,” 
Mizak said. “Brett was every-

thing you could ask for in a 
captain. He is a bright kid with 
a good soccer mind. In his four 
years in the program, I saw 
him get better and better and 
better.

“We knew Brett was going to 
get tested against Masuk, and 
he was,” continued Mizak, who 
confirmed Gile made 21 saves 
against the Panthers. “Masuk 
took an incredible amount 
of shots and he did not let us 
down. The three goals we con-
ceded, one of those came on the 
penalty kick and Brett was a 
half an inch away from making 
the stop. He read it correctly, 
dove correctly and ultimately 
came up a little bit short. Their 
other two goals came off of cor-
ner kicks. Brett made every 
save that he should have, and 
then a couple that were really 
special stops.”

Leading Ellis Tech at the 
other end of the pitch was 
sophomore Cody Cramer, 
who scored a team-high 15 
goals and assisted on four oth-
ers. Classmate Cam Fulone 
found the back of the net eight 

times. Fauxbel and Fulone led 
the Golden Eagles in assists 
with six each while LeBlanc 
and freshman Devon LaRoche 
recorded three assists apiece.

“Cody can definitely put it in 
the net. He is probably the most 
clinical finisher we have on the 
team,” Mizak said. “Fulone is a 
constant worker. The effort we 
get from top to bottom gives us 
a nice balance.”

Key freshmen on this year’s 
team included LaRoche, 
Hunter Giovanni and Hunter 
Tatro.

“We ask a lot out of some of 
our freshmen, and we had a few 
who really delivered this year,” 
Mizak said. “Hunter Giovanni, 
I can’t say enough good things 
about him. He was our utility 
guy out there. I played him all 
over the midfield, I’d put him 
up top, I’d put him out back. 
Wherever I need to put him 
he could go. I’ve never been 
able to do that before with a 
freshman. Hunter is going to 
be something special. He’s only 
going to get bigger, faster and 
stronger.”

The future, thanks to the 
past four years, looks bright 
for Ellis Tech.

“Seasons like this don’t hap-
pen by accident; they happen 
through hard work and dedi-
cation,” Mizak said. “That was 
the legacy of this senior class. 
Next year the guys on this team 
need to continue that. These 
guys, the senior class in partic-
ular, started to change the cul-
ture of this program. It wasn’t 
by accident that they strung 
together the wins they strung 
together. It was by hard work. 
I expect and believe that we 
will see that mentality and cul-
ture continue with the younger 
kids.”

Elsewhere:
It took 80 minutes of regu-

lation, 20 minutes of overtime 
and a round of penalty kicks, 
but 28th-seeded Woodstock 
Academy — finally — com-
pleted its upset of fifth-seeded 
Abbott Tech, 2-1, in a first round 
game of the Class L CIAC Boys’ 
Soccer Tournament, played in 
Danbury on Tuesday, Nov. 9.

After a scoreless regulation 

and two 10-minute overtime 
periods which ended, 1-1, the 
game went to penalty kicks, 
during which the 7-9-1 Centaurs 
prevailed, 3-2, to account for 
the 2-1 final.

Senior Ty Morgan — who 
netted Woodstock’s overtime 
goal — junior Gabriel Viau 
and sophomore Manny Vidal 
all scored for the Centaurs in 
PK’s. Woodstock’s junior goal-
keeper, Brian Jameson, sealed 
the victory by stopping three 
of the five shots he faced in the 
penalty kick round.

In the second round of the 
Class L tournament WA lost at 
12th-seeded Wethersfield, 4-0, 
on Thursday, Nov. 11. 

Girls’ Soccer
Woodstock Academy fought 

valiantly, but in the end a first 
half goal by Branford High’s 
Brenna Murphy ended the 
Centaurs season as 25th-seeded 
WA lost its first-round Class L 
State Tournament game, 1-0, to 
the eighth-seeded Hornets on 
Monday, Nov. 8.

After the game, Centaurs 
coach Dennis Snelling said the 
second half of the game, even 
though WA couldn’t net the 
game-tying goal, was one of the 
best halves of soccer his team 
played all year.

For Woodstock Academy 
(5-9-3), sophomore goalkeeper 
Rebecca Nazer finished with 
10 saves.

Elsewhere:
Madison’s Daniel Hand High 

School, the No. 15 seed in the 
Class L Tournament, had too 
much firepower for 18th-seed-
ed Killingly High, the Tigers 
winning the game, 5-0. For 
Killingly (8-7-2), junior goalie 
Aryn Nisbet finished the game 
with 18 saves.

Photo Courtesy

The record-setting 2021 Ellis Tech boys’ varsity soccer team.

Ellis Tech boys’ soccer enjoys historic season

Digging the understory

Rawson Materials purchases 
Rawson Manufacturing & DB 
Cotton

PUTNAM — Rawson Materials, a 
quality aggregate producer, has pur-
chased substantially all of the assets of 
Rawson Manufacturing, Inc. and DB 
Cotton in Putnam. The companies will 
continue to operate under the trade 
names Rawson Manufacturing and DB 
Cotton. Rawson Manufacturing will 
continue to provide quality equipment 
for the aggregate industry including, 
but not limited to, portable screeners, 
conveyors, bins and feeders. DB Cotton 
will continue to provide quality steel, 
stainless and aluminum products, high 
definition and plasma cutting, shearing, 
bending, rolling and custom fabrication 
services.

Historically, both Rawson Materials 
and Rawson Manufacturing had been 
one entity with Richard Rawson found-
ing R.A. Rawson Sand & Gravel in 1947. 
Allan Rawson and Jim Rawson, sons 
of Richard Rawson, separated the busi-
ness into two entities in 1976 for autono-
my and growth potential. 

Discussions regarding the asset pur-
chase and unifying the businesses once 
again had been ongoing between the 
next generation in the Rawson family, 
specifically Jeffrey Rawson of Rawson 
Materials and Ben Rawson of Rawson 
Manufacturing. The deal was closed by 
the parties on Friday, October 29, 2021.

President of Rawson Materials, 
Jeffrey Rawson, states “It is with great 
pride that we announce the purchase of 
Rawson Manufacturing and DB Cotton. 
With our strengths combined, we look 
forward to expanding opportunities to 
serve our ever-growing customer base, 
promoting internal growth for contin-
ued employee success, and developing 
an even larger footprint within the com-
munity. Our team is very excited about 
what the future holds for all of the com-
panies.”

Rawson Materials has proudly 
served Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island & New York for more 
than 70 years. For more information, 
contact Crystal Simonson, Director of 
Communications, at (860) 963-6584, ext. 
1304 or visit www.rawsonmaterials.
com.
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OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
I applaud the clear and precise writing 

of Patricia Susla, Billy G. Taylor, Donna 
Dufresne, G. Leslie Sweetnam, Jock 
McCllean , and others who expose the mean 
and evil doings of our former president and 
his cronies. I agree there is no decency in the 
threats, lies, verbal assaults, and coarse lan-
guage used to promote the lie that the election 
was stolen. 

Adults should behave better and not expose 
their children to violent outburst against 
teachers, principals and elected officials they 
disagree with! School board members should 

not be harrassed and threatened. Signs like 
‘[Expletive] Biden’ should not be put up. It 
is a disgrace to extend freedom of speech to 
such indecent language. Officials who had 
the courage to certify the election results 
and to go against Trump are being harrassed 
and driven from office by intimidation and 
threats to themselves and their families. This 
is not American; we can disagree, but need to 
do so in a civil way. 

ANN C. ROSEBROOKS
THOMPSON

 We can disagree and still be civil

To the Editor:
Thompson has a unique rural character 

with a beautiful country setting consisting 
of ten villages, farmlands and forestry. It is 
a place where, over the years, families have 
raised chickens, ducks, and turkeys for eggs 
and meat. Families would set up farm stands 
and sell excess produce and eggs to neigh-
bors, and people were free to set up home 
occupations. That was at least until recently.

Before Sept. 15 of last year, Thompson 
residents were regulated by the Thompson 
Zoning Regulations 7th Edition, 2007, amend-
ed September 2012. Within those regulations 
were ‘uses permitted by right.’ A ‘use permit-
ted by right’ is a use permitted in a zoning 
district that is not subject to review and 
approval by the government.

In the rural sections of town (most of 
Thompson), the ‘uses permitted by right’ 
were farms, raising up to 150 fowl (chickens, 
ducks, and turkeys), riding stables, single or 
duplex family dwellings, sheds, outbuildings, 
home occupations, family day care services, 
country inns, business signs, wildlife conser-
vation activities, docks and boat ramps.

In the villages, the ‘uses permitted by 
right’ were single or duplex family dwellings, 
sheds, outbuildings, home occupations, fam-
ily day care Services, wildlife conservation 
activities, docks and boat ramps.

In the commercial sections, the ‘uses per-
mitted by right’ were shops for the conduct 
of trade, 

establishments for hair care, tailoring, and 
similar personal services, offices, including 
medical and dental clinics and professional 
studios, laundries and dry-cleaning estab-
lishments, repair shops, manufacturing of 
food products or handcrafted items for sale, 

restaurants, banks, funeral homes, family 
day care services, and business signs. 

During 2020, while we were all concerned 
with the Covid Pandemic, the Thompson 
Planning and Zoning Commission had Zoom 
meetings to update the regulations. Sept. 
15, 2020, the P&Z Committee revised the 
zoning regulations. In the new regulations, 
no use is permitted by right, all uses are 
subject to review and approval by the P&Z 
Commission. All the property rights you had 
previous to the issuance of the Thompson 
Zoning Regulations 8th Edition, 2020 have 
been removed. 

Property owners are now subject to gov-
ernment oversight in their daily affairs. 
Along with the loss of property rights, you 
now need to pay the government hundreds 
of dollars to get permission to do what was 
previously your use of right.

During the P&Z Commission Zoom meet-
ing of Aug. 24, 2020, Commissioners Alvan 
Hill, John Lenky, Brian Santos, Melissa 
Desrochers, Charlene Langlois and Joseph 
Parodi-Brown voted to approve the new reg-
ulations, with an adoption date of Sept. 15, 
2020. John Rice and Randy Blackmer voted 
against them, as they wanted more public 
participation. 

Your rights were taken away, and you 
were not allowed to participate. It is vital 
that we need to stay active and prepare for 
the next election to remove the P&Z members 
who took away your rights and install free-
dom loving citizens to restore them. Contact 
ThompsonTaypayerAlliance@gmail.com to 
get involved.

BILL WARNER
THOMPSON

Reclaim your property rights

To the Editor:
Dogs wearing hair bows and tutus, with 

painted nails and riding in little carriages... 
no this is not the opening line of a chil-
dren’s book.  Just some observations about 
my Quiet Corner neighbors and how they 
anthropomorphize their pets.

I have seen dogs, not cats, at every venue 
imaginable: library, restaurants, farmer’s 
market, fire works, physician office, hair 
stylist, nail salon, church and more!  Many 
are better outfitted for the occasion then their 
owners or settled into carriers suitable for 
royal heirs.  Leashes have grown from five to 
50 feet.  All legal and acceptable.  Store man-
agers, and other supervisory personnel are 
reticent about enforcing any animal policy in 
their store or setting one at a venue because 
of “service animal” laws or fear of offending 
their pet owning patrons. What about those 
of us who don’t dislike pets, but have aller-
gies, concerns about your dog’s hygiene or 
behavior? Stores and venues might show 
concern for those patrons. Please, dog own-
ers, all dogs can bite; just like they can get 
fleas.  Don’t tell me your dog won’t bite.  It 
just depends on the circumstances, and you 
won’t suffer the consequences your dog and 
I will.

But common sense should tell us actual 
Service Animals do not wear dresses, ride 
in strollers, are rarely off leash.  Service ani-

mals are generally leashed, visibly licensed, 
and may wear identifying vests. (Connecticut 
dogs are required to wear their licenses at 
all times) Service animals are well trained, 
attentive to their handlers, and have specific 
jobs to do. Service Animals are not ill man-
nered and will not relieve themselves unbid-
den. The Americans with Disabilities Act 
gives very specific parameters for Service 
Animals;  Including allowing them to accom-
pany their owners to the hospital by ambu-
lance. www.ada.gov service_animal_qa(1)
pdf  Did you know that Illinois, New York, 
Florida, Mississippi and soon Massachusetts 
all allow EMT’s to treat law enforcement 
K-9’s injured in line of duty and transport by 
ambulance for emergency veterinary care? 
But these are not pets.

Pets are pets. You love them, that’s great! I 
loved mine too. Watch out for them, protect 
them. Take them for a walk, give them a good 
brushing, toss them a ball, give them a pur-
pose, but unless they are going to read you a 
book, cook your dinner, paint you a picture 
or take communion can you leave them at 
home?  And please, please don’t leave them in 
the car! Especially with it running, I mean if 
they are as smart as you think, they may take 
it for a joy ride!  

KATHY FEDOR
DAYVILLE

Pet peeves #2

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

Don’t be a 
source of 

misinformation
There is never a good excuse to not 

be informed about what is happening 
in your town or school district.  In this 
day and age, with technology at our fin-
gertips, information is readily available 
in a matter of seconds.  Public hearings 
are always posted in local papers, town 
halls and libraries as well.  Minutes 
from meetings are also easily accessible 
on town and district websites.  School 
districts are constantly emailing infor-
mation home to parents on a daily basis.  
Finding information could also be as 
simple as calling a family member or 
friend who tends to always be in the 
know. If people remain unaware of what 
is going on, they only have themselves 
to blame. 

Further, do not post misinformation 
on social media.  If you don’t under-
stand a situation completely, refrain 
from posting about it, until you do, 
unless of course your post is an inquiry.  
Posting misinformation does two things 
— it makes you look uninformed and 
unintelligent, and second, it passes on 
misinformation to others who might 
believe that what you’re posting is true.  
Fact check or find out more information 
before blindly posting things you know 
nothing about.  Would you give a book 
report without first reading the book? 

While being informed is key to being 
a productive member of your commu-
nity, keep in mind to not overwhelm 
yourself with too much negative news.  
Be sure to check the news twice a day,  
then turn it off.  Now, if you’re a news 
junkie, and are unaffected by too much 
negativity, then of course, have at it. 

Be sure to avoid news on social media 
as it’s often biased and filled with mis-
information.  Make sure your news 
sources are reliable. 

Experts say that when people con-
sume too much information, it’s hard to 
process it in a meaningful way.  It can 
also make it difficult to remember all 
of the facts.  In order to properly think 
about new information, you need time 
to process it and compare it with other 
facts you know.  You need time to reflect 
and form an idea or opinion that logical-
ly makes sense. 

Instead of letting hours go by 
doom-scrolling, spend some time out-
doors or with friends and neighbors.  
By doing so, you’re engaging with fel-
low Americans in a positive, productive 
way. 

LETTERS
POLICY

Letters to the editor may be e-mailed 
to Brendan@villagernewspapers.com

Please include your place of residence 
and phone number for verification, 

not publication. Letters must be 
received by noon on Tuesdays.

“Missy, please open the 
door so we can talk,” pleaded 
her mother.

“No. I don’t want to talk 
to anyone ever again,” came 
the emotionally charged 
response, accompanied by a 
shoe thudding against the 
door, muffled sobs and occa-
sional outburst like: “I hate 
boys, I’m through with dat-
ing, and I am never coming 
out of my room.” 

A couple pints of ice cream 
and a few days of sulking 
later, Missy was final-
ly ready to talk. Her wise 
mother was able to guide 
her through her first broken 
heart episode and explain 
to her that love hurts.  She 
read her this quote from C.S. 
Lewis:

“To love at all is to be vul-
nerable. Love anything and 
your heart will be wrung 
and possibly broken. If you 
want to make sure of keep-
ing it intact you must give 
it to no one, not even an 
animal. Wrap it carefully 
round with hobbies and lit-
tle luxuries; avoid all entan-
glements. Lock it up safe in 
the casket or coffin of your 
selfishness. But in that cas-
ket, safe, dark, motionless, 
airless, it will change. It will 
not be broken; it will become 
unbreakable, impenetrable, 
irredeemable. To love is to 
be vulnerable.”

History is replete with 
examples of broken-heart-
ed world changers. Some of 
the greatest world changers 
died as martyrs. In fact, it 
is rare, if not impossible, 
to find a Biblical hero who 
did not experience major 
loss or rejection.  For exam-
ple, Elijah was so rejected 
after doing great miracles to 
save his people from apos-
tasy, that he struggled with 
depression. The Bible says, 
“the word of the lord tried” 
Joseph, as he awaited his 
opportunity to save his peo-
ple. Then, of course, there 
was Jesus, who was under-
estimated by his brothers, 
misunderstood by his dis-
ciples, used by the public, 
falsely accused by the elite 
and lynched by a coalition of 
politicians – and he came to 
love and give his life for all 
those people.

This concept has been cap-
tured in proverbs like: “no 
pain, no gain” and “no risk 
no biscuit”. Life teaches us 
that we can’t ski without 
risking a journey high up the 
mountain. Furthermore, we 
can’t ski jump without tak-
ing even bigger risks. And 
those who do ski tricks or 
win ski competitions must 
take enormous risks. That is 
the price of living large. 

So, the more we love, the 
more we risk being heartbro-
ken. The only other option is 
a bland cloistered existence 
that ultimately ends in love-
lessness. Understanding 
this gives us courage to get 
vulnerable one more time, 
because it is worth the risk 
of going through a heart-bro-
ken episode in which we say, 
“never again.”

Ironically, one of the least 
risky and most rewarding 
love relationships one can 
experience is loving God 
himself. It is less risky 
because of God’s impeccable 
character and great grace. 
But God loves us in the deep-
est part of our being, so it 
is not always easy to get as 
vulnerable as He wants us 
to get. It feels like the risk-
iest kind of vulnerability, 
but it is the safest and most 
rewarding of all. 

Bishop John W. Hanson 
oversees Acts II Ministries, 
located at 1366 Riverside Dr. 
in Thompson, CT. For more 
information, books, and vid-
eos, please visit www.ActsII.
org.

BISHOP JOHN 
W. HANSON

BEYOND

THE PEWS

Never 
again

Tips for buying antiques and collectibles
In my recent columns, I 

offered tips for selling your 
antiques and collectibles. I 
realize many of you enjoy 
the thrill of hunting for 
items for your collections, 
so today’s column will focus 
on tips for collectors.

I received a question at a 
recent presentation which 
made me think more about 
how collectors can find items for their col-
lections. The person who asked the ques-
tions collects pocket watches. He said that 
he frequently goes to estate sales and tag 
sales but only occasionally finds pocket 
watches. When he goes to antique shops, 
he sometimes finds booths that are full of 
pocket watches and wonders how dealers 
are able to find large collections of watches 
that can fill a booth in an antique shop.

Whether you are collecting pocket watch-
es or have a different item you’re hunting 

for, there are some things you 
can do to improve your odds 
of making that next great find. 
I’ll discuss pocket watches in 
this column because that’s 
what the person who asked 
the question was interested 
in, but these tips apply to any 
type of antique or collectible.

The most important step is 
to learn as much as you can 

about the items you are interested in col-
lecting. You can find books on almost area 
of collecting to increase your knowledge. 
You can also find plenty of websites full 
of information. For example, a web search 
for “collecting pocket watches” produced 
nearly eight million results. Many dealers 
like sharing their knowledge and passion 
for what they sell. If you find someone who 
specializes in what you collect and it is a 
slow time during a show, they’ll likely be 
very happy to answer your questions and 

offer advice to a fellow collector. If there 
is something specific that you collect, they 
may even contact you if they happen to find 
items that may interest you.

When I answered the question about 
where dealers get their inventory, I 
explained that there are many different 
ways and dealers often use a combination 
of methods to acquire items. Some dealers 
are also collectors and sell items for extra 
cash to purchase items for themselves. 
Many purchase items from estate sales and 
auctions. When people see that a dealer 
at a show or in a shop specializes in spe-
cific such as pocket watches, they may be 
inclined to bring their watches specifically 
to that dealer to sell. 

My advice for collectors who are look-
ing for specific items is to cast a wide net 
in your search. Visit local antique shops 
and speak with the owners. Go to estate 

WAYNE 
TUISKULA
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The rich colors 
and fall bloom of 
Chrysanthemums rep-
resent fall for many. 
It’s also the November 
birth flower symbol-
izing cheerfulness, 
optimism, and friend-
ship. Add a few to your 
indoor décor and help 
improve the indoor air 
quality in your home.

This traditional favorite is often over-
looked for other newer introductions. 
Mums’ long vase life, variety of flower 
shapes, and array of colors have helped 
it maintain a role in flower arrange-
ments, gift plant sales and fall gardens.

These plants begin to flower based on 
day length. As days shorten and nights 
lengthen, the plants begin to flower. 
Those grown as gift plants, often called 
florist mums, or for cut flowers usual-
ly require the longest periods of unin-
terrupted darkness or shorter days. 
Growers can force them into bloom any 
time of the year by covering them to 
create the shorter days that initiate 
flowering. When these mums are grown 
under natural daylight they flower in 
late fall or early winter.

Maximize your enjoyment of potted 
gift mums by selecting plants with deep 
green leaves and only a few open flow-
ers. Then enjoy watching the remaining 
buds burst into bloom.

Place the plant in a cool, brightly lit 
location free of drafts that can cause 
buds to drop. Water thoroughly and 
pour off any excess water. Or reduce 
maintenance by placing pebbles in the 
bottom of the foil wrap, decorative bas-
ket, or saucer. The excess water collects 

in the pebbles below 
the pot and eventually 
evaporates, increasing 
the humidity around 
the plant.

Remove faded flowers 
to keep your plant look-
ing its best. Once it’s 
done blooming, you can 
enjoy the greenery or 
add the plant to the com-
post pile. Keep in mind 

florist mums may not thrive or flower 
in the garden like those sold as hardy or 
garden mums.

Grow mums headed to the garden in a 
sunny window and water the soil thor-
oughly whenever it starts to dry. Wait 
for the danger of frost to pass before 
moving the mum outdoors. Pinch the 
plant back to four to six inches through-
out June to keep it tidy and compact. 
Those with long growing seasons can 
continue pinching plants through mid 
July. If lucky, you will have flowers 
before the snow flies.

Next year, consider planting a few 
mums in the garden for an added blast 
of fall color. Garden mums are sold at 
nurseries and garden centers each fall. 
They may be hardy and suited to the 
area, but all the energy is directed to the 
flowers. This leaves little to establish 
a hardy robust root system for winter 
survival.

Those sold as perennial mums are 
usually hardy enough to survive the 
winter and flower early enough to 
provide weeks of color in the garden. 
Increase your success by planting them 
in spring. This allows the plant time to 
develop a robust root system before it 
begins flowering in the fall.

As the holidays approach, celebrate 
the season with a potted chrysanthe-
mum or a few flowering stems. Then 
plan on adding some perennial mums to 
your garden next summer.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 

and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
melindamyers.com.
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It is the season to be 
grateful.  After all we 
have missed, all we 
have postponed and 
all we have lost, this 
Thanksgiving season is 
one to embrace.  I don’t 
mind buying three cans 
of cranberry sauce or 
three bags of stuffing, 
because last year, for 
the first time ever, I 
didn’t cook.  We ordered 
our holiday dinners from the 
Inn at Woodstock Hill.  They 
were delicious, but I look for-
ward to filling our house with 
the smell of roasting turkey 
and the anxiety inspired by 
lumpy gravy. 

Praying comes naturally to 
me. I say countless prayers all 
the time.  Many are just excla-
mations – Oh God, I say when 
I look at look at the mess in 
the bottom of the oven.  Oh 
for heaven’s sake, I say when 

I realize that I have for-
gotten to put out the 
trash or shut the back 
door. Many focus on the 
outdoors.  Who among 
us isn’t filled with a 
special spirit when see-
ing the incredible sun-
sets, cloud formations 
and colorful displays 
of burning bush? One 
would have to be numb 
to sensation to miss the 

glory of the last few weeks.  It 
may be climate change, but 
my god, it is beautiful.  

Many of us were fortunate 
to bumble our way through 
Sunday School.  My parents 
taught me the basic Protestant 
prayers and read the founda-
tional stories to me.  I learned 
the hymns, and I love many 
of them.  This time of year 
we sing, “We Gather Together 
to Ask the Lord’s Blessings”. 
Behind our masks, the con-

gregation at my church sings 
with as much spirit as it can 
muster. The light streams in 
the stained glass windows and 
for a while, I am transported 
and others are too.  

Years ago, my husband 
and I lived in a small town in 
upstate New York.  We attend-
ed the Unitarian Universalist 
Church in Canton.  The pastor 
was a charismatic man, Max 
Coots.  Max had a wonderful 
sense of humor and used his 
wit in leading his congrega-
tion.  He died in 2009.  The 
church has given me permis-
sion to share this pray with 
others, if I make sure Rev. Max 
Coots, Minister Emeritus, is 
noted as the author.  

 A Prayer of Thanksgiving 
(sometimes called the 
Vegetable Prayer)

Let us give thanks…
For generous friends…with 

hearts as big as hubbards
And smiles as bright as 

their blossoms;
For feisty friends as tart as 

apples;
For continuous friends, 

who, like scallions and 
cucumbers, keep reminding 
us we had

them;
For crotchety friends, as 

sour as rhubarb and as inde-
structible;

For handsome friends, who 
are as gorgeous as eggplants 
and as elegant as a row of corn 
– and the others- as plain as 
potatoes, and so good for you.

For funny friends, who are 
as silly as Brussel sprouts and 
as amusing as Jerusalem

Artichokes, and serious 
friends as complex as cau-
liflower and as intricate as 
onions;

For friends as unpreten-
tious as cabbages, as subtle as 

summer squash as persistent 
as

Parsley, as delightful as dill, 
as endless as zucchini, and 
who-like parsnips- can be 

Counted on to see you 
through the long winter;

For old friends, nodding 
like sunflowers in the eve-
ning-time, and young friends 
coming on as fast as radishes;

For loving friends, who 
wind around us like ten-
drils, and hold us despite our 
blights, wilts, and witherings;

And finally for those friends 
now gone, like gardens past, 
that have been harvested- but 
who fed us in their times that 
we might have life thereafter;

For all these we give thanks.

My thanks to you, dear 
readers, for being here with 
you.  

A prayer of thanks

NANCY WEISS

sales, tag sales and flea mar-
kets. Websites like estatesales.
net and estatesales.org list local 
sales. These sales are primarily 
run by estate sale companies, 
but you can find smaller sales 
run by individuals in the classi-
fied ads of this publication and 
other newspapers. You can also 
find live and online auctions on 
auctionzip.com.

Before I became an auction-
eer, I spent Saturday morn-
ings at estate and yard sales 
and Sundays at flea markets 
and antique shows looking for 
things for my personal collec-
tion. I rarely found the local 
sports and railroad memo-
rabilia that I was looking for, 
but I was able to find many 
other items that other collec-
tors might be interested in. I 
sold items I didn’t collect and 

had some additional funds to 
buy things for my collection. 
Even though the weather is 
getting cooler, there are still 
plenty of sales running and you 
can always buy or bid online. 
Happy hunting!

We currently have two online 
auctions running. Session I with 
gold jewelry, diamonds, gold 
coins and Rolex watches ends 
Nov. 30. Session II with ster-
ling silver, paintings and other 
artwork, silver coins, sports 
cards, comic books and other 
antiques and collectibles ends 
on December 1st. Please visit 
our website for more details on 
upcoming events: https://cen-
tralmassauctions.com

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central 
Mass Auctions for Antique 
Auctions, Estate Sales and 
Appraisal Services www.central-
massauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com

ANTIQUES
continued from page    A8

Photo Melinda Myers

Mums add beauty and fall color whether growing them indoors or in the garden.

Mums, a traditional fall favorite

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN
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Kendra Annis of North 
Grosvenordale appointed to 
inaugural Nichols College 
Senior Advisory Council

DUDLEY, Mass. — Nichols College 
President Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M, 
has appointed Kendra Annis of North 
Grosvenordale, Conn. as on of the 31 
students to the inaugural Nichols Senior 
Advisory Council (NSAC).

NSAC comprises students who have 
played significant leadership roles in 
the Nichols community. Their role 
is to advise the president and senior 
administration on issues related to the 
senior class and the college in general. 
In monthly meetings, the council will 
discuss plans, initiatives, and trends and 
issues in higher education.

“In addition to helping Nichols 
become a leader in higher education 
and enhance the overall experience for 
the community, NSAC participants will 
develop the communication skills that 
are vital to career advancement,” said 
President Sulmasy.

He reported receiving an “overwhelm-
ing number” of nominations for this 
first council, adding, “These students 
should be quite proud of this appoint-
ment.”

About Nichols College
The mission of Nichols College is to 

educate and enlighten students to capi-
talize on their ambitions and to become 
impactful, forward looking global lead-
ers.

DANIELSON — On 
Thursday, Nov. 11, Quinebaug 
Valley Community College 
was graced with a beautiful 
November afternoon to host 
the annual Veterans Day 
Celebration outdoors in the 
Veterans Garden, located on 
the Danielson campus.   

More than 400 bricks 
engraved with the names of 
local veterans lie in QVCC’s 
Veterans Garden, which was 
built in 2010 with the goal of 
providing a place where local 
veterans could be honored and 
remembered for their services 
to our country.   

QVCC’s Veterans Day 
Celebration began with the 
National Anthem, performed 
by QVCC alumna Linda 
Colangelo, and the Pledge 
of Allegiance, led by Fred 
Ruhlemann of the Danielson 

Veteran Coffeehouse. QVCC 
CEO Dr. Karen Hynick pro-
vided a warm welcome, fol-
lowed by comments from 
United States Congressman 
Joe Courtney and Connecticut 
State Representative Pat Boyd.  

The celebration also 
included an original poem, 
written and recited by 
QVCC’s Veterans Services 
Coordinator Joel Niemann ’15, 
“A Soldier’s Prayer,” read by 
Sgt. 1st Class Melissa Collins 
of the Connecticut National 
Guard, and musical selections, 
including a Military Service 
Song medley and God Bless 
America, also performed by 
Linda Colangelo.   

Following the outdoor cele-
bration, guests were welcomed 
into the SPIROL Art Gallery 
for a viewing of the Veterans 
Connection photo exhibit. The 

Veterans Connection photo 
exhibit began in the fall of 2014 
to recognize and celebrate the 
QVCC faculty, staff, and com-
munity members who have 
served or have loved ones 
who have served in the United 
States military.   

Also featured in the exhibit 
is a missing man table, also 
known as a fallen comrade 
table. This table is reserved to 
honor our brave and selfless 
American military members 
who have perished on the bat-
tlefield, those who have not 
been returned to us after being 
taken prisoner on foreign soil, 
and for those who went miss-
ing and have not found their 
way back home.  

The Veterans Connection 
photo exhibit, which is open to 
the public, will be running until 
Friday, Nov. 26. Community 

members are invited and 
encouraged to visit.  

“We’re so grateful that we 
could host our Veterans Day 
celebration in person this 
year,” said QVCC’s Veterans 
Services Coordinator Joel 

Niemann. “We had outstand-
ing weather, excellent speak-
ers, and an incredible photo 
exhibit. We couldn’t have 
asked for more to honor our 
veterans, locally and beyond.”

QVCC observes Veterans Day with outdoor 
celebration and Veterans Connection photo exhibit
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OBITUARIES

Thompson, Ct. Linda Marie 
Vandamme Dodge, our family matri-
arch who was as beautiful on the inside 
as she was on the outside, joined her 
husband of 54 years, Conway T. Dodge, 
Sr., in a well-deserved spot in heaven 
on November 10, 2021.  

A resilient, cou-
rageous trailblazer, 
Linda left her home 
in Antwerp, Belgium 
in 1961 at the age of 23 
to move to New York 
City, a city which 
had more residents 
than her entire home 
country, to join Pan 

American World Airlines as a Flight 
Attendant.  She was part of an ultra-
elite group of women who met rigou-
rous criteria in order to be selected 
for the Purser training program.  One 
of the requirements for this program 
was the ability to speak more than one 
language.  Linda spoke eight.

Her decision to move to the U.S. and 
join Pan Am set the course for the rest 
of her life.  On board, she met and had 
the privilege of serving many notable 
travelers, including Charles Lindberg 
and Elizabeth Taylor.  She was selected 
to be part of the flight crew when The 
Beatles made their inaugural flight to 
the U.S. in February of 1964 to appear 
on the Ed Sullivan Show.  But the 
one person she met on board who had 
the most influence on her life was a 
young First Officer who would become 
her husband.  Linda tells the story of 
meeting Conway for the first time and 
assuming that the dashing pilot HAD 
to be taken, only to quickly discover he 
was single.  The rest is history…

The courage Linda displayed in her 
20s extended beyond her years at Pan 
Am, and was perhaps best exemplified 
when she became the quintessential 
homemaker. As the wife of a pilot who 
often was gone for a week or two at a 
time, she embraced the role of house-
hold Chief Executive Officer, some-
thing she genuinely enjoyed.  In this 
role she became a resourceful expert in 
crisis management, culinarty arts, gar-
dening, scheduling, entertaining, and 
household operations.  Her work ethic 
and resilience inspired others.  She was 
proud of her home and kept it immacu-
late despite having four active children 
who always had a plus one (or two or 
three) in the mix.  As her children grew 
older, she continued to run the house-
hold while indulging in a new pas-
sion – fine jewelrey.  She embarked on 
her second career as a gemologist and 
leading sales associate at Sharfman’s 
Jewlers, where she devoted 18 years of 
quality service to the customers she so 
enjoyed.   

Linda’s love language was to give, 
and one of her favorite ways of giving 
was to prepare a home-cooked meal 
for family and friends.  Her signagure 
dish, steak au poivre, was the number 
one most-requested meal for any spe-
cial occasion.  Any and all were wel-
come in her kitchen and, to her delight, 
most nights included extra guests at 
the dinner table.

Linda’s courage was put to the test 

again with a cancer diagnosis in her 
early 50s. She fought that battle and 
was cancer-free for 30 years.  To every-
one’s shock, it returned in 2020.  In typ-
ical fashion, she handled the diagnosis 
with grace and resilience.  Even in the 
darkest moments, she had unbounded 
optimism and kept a sense of humor 
that made everyone around her feel at 
ease.  She was a firm believer in mind 
over matter and never let external cir-
cumstances influence her faith or love.  
During this period, received wonder-
ful care under the stewardship of Dr. 
Dimitri Levenson, who became a friend 
as well as a compassionate care giver to 
both Linda and Conway.  

Anyone who knew Linda understood 
that her ten grandchildren were her 
greatest pleasure in life.  Through 
“Bobolle’s” eyes, each grandchild saw 
herself or himself as absolutely perfect 
and unconditionally loved.  To bask 
in that feeling, and her radiance, was 
a gift.  

Linda raised and is survived by her 
four strong, kind, funny, earnest chil-
dren.  And in them, her legacy of giv-
ing, living in the moment, focusing on 
the positive, seeing goodness, serving 
others, rising early, loving family, tell-
ing silly jokes, not sweating the small 
stuff, and steak au poivre will live on.  
Gabrielle Boisvert (Marc), Conway T. 
Dodge, Jr. (Katie), Daniel D. Dodge 
(Nicole), and Benjamin F. Dodge (Vicki) 
are eternally grateful for the foundation 
that both Linda and Conway provided.  
Bobolle’s ten grandchildren – Jackson, 
Sophie, Conway III, Elizabeth, Maeve, 
Henry, Wyatt, Emerson, Sam, and Ella 
– will miss their inside jokes, back 
scratches, and daily check-ins with 
Bobolle via text.  She remained close 
to her siblings Jan Vandamme, Fryda 
Augustynen, and Ingrid Willems, all 
residents of Belgium, despite being 
across the pond. Linda’s brother, Eric 
Vandamme, pre-deceased her.  

Linda has a special circle of lifelong 
friends who treated one another like 
family.  This includes her best friend 
from childhood, Mireille Goldstone, 
who joined Linda in NYC in the early 
1960s where they lived an adventurous 
and exciting life together for several 
years.  The LaChance and Pope families 
provided friendship, counsel, and incre-
diable support over many decades. And  
the community at Westview Commons, 
where Linda recently resided, were 
welcoming and kind.

Per Linda’s request, there will be no 
services, but the family will be hold-
ing a Celebration of Life in the future 
and will provide details at that time.  
Please consider making a donation in 
Linda’s memory to the United Way of 
Northeastern CT to help those in need,  
especially as we enter the holiday sea-
son - https://app.mobilecause.com/
form/BSCemQ?vid=nb8xn.

 “You have power over your mind – 
not outside events. Realise this, and you 
will find strength.”  Marcus Aurelius

Services have been entrusted to the 
Gilman Funeral Home & Crematory, 
104 Church St., Putnam, CT 06260. For 
memorial guestbook please visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Linda Marie Vandamme Dodge

Muriel Walker, 92, of Danielson, CT, 
having lived a full, useful, and rich life, 
passed peacefully October 30th.

Born in 1928, in 
Brooklyn, CT, Muriel 
lived most of her life 
in Danielson, CT, 
where she raised a 
family, worked, and 
was a loyal commu-
nicant at St. James 
church, attending 
mass daily.   She was 

deeply committed to her family, her 
faith and her community.

Inherently organized, Muriel worked 
for almost 30 years as a clerk in the 
insurance industry and volunteered 
at St James church keeping the finan-
cial records in order.  Throughout her 
life, Muriel volunteered for many orga-
nizations including the Cub Scouts, 
the American Legion and Day Kimball 
Hospital and made missionary trips to 
eastern Europe.  She embraced new 
experiences, was always up for adven-
tures and traveled to France, Ireland, 

Denmark, and Yugoslavia.
Friendly, caring, hard-working, and 

devoted to family and friends and the 
wild and tame creatures she shared her 
life with, she sought to make other’s 
feel at ease and provide a helping hand 
when possible.

She is predeceased by her parents 
Herve and Alida Gendreau, her broth-
ers Rene and Roger Gendreau, and her 
husband Kenneth Walker.

She is survived by her daughter 
Denise Walker and her partner Philip 
Stephenson, her son Andre Walker and 
his wife Anne, and her grandchildren 
Michelle, Kate, Sam, and Ben.

A Memorial Service was held 
10:30AM Friday, November 12, 2021 
at St. James Church, 12 Franklin St., 
Danielson, CT 06239.

Private interment will immediate-
ly follow at Holy Cross Cemetery in 
Danielson.

In lieu of flowers donations can 
be made in Muriel’s memory to the 
ASPCA.(www.ASPCA.com).

Muriel Walker, 92
Brooksville, FL - Ernest Frechette 

passed away peacefully on
Thursday, October 

21, 2021 with his lov-
ing son, Paul, by his 
side. Ernest was born 
on a farm in Pomfret, 
CT., the son of Gabriel 
and Valeda Frechette. 
He was predeceased 
by his wife Anita 
(Bousquet) Frechette 
and son Mark 
Frechette. Ernest 
was a pipefitter and 
plumber. He was a

member of the 
UA of Journeymen 
and Apprentices of 
the Plumbing and 
Pipefitting Industry 

of the US and Canada and a member 
of the steamfitters and plumbers union 
local 777 for more than thirty years 
before retiring to Brooksville, Florida. 

He enjoyed puttering around and doing 
odd jobs to help others. He also enjoyed 
playing cards at the Elks club and the 
American Legion and playing horse-
shoes with his friends at Highpoint. 
He was a member of the Elks Club, 
the Knights of Columbus, and the 
American Legion. He served in the 
U.S. Army reserves out of Fort Devens, 
MA and was honorably discharged on 
August 13, 1964.

Ernest is survived by his chil-
dren Paul and Lynne Frechette, 
grandchildren Brianna Frechette 
and Kai Frechette and great grand-
son Zechariah. He is also survived 
by his siblings: Gloria Nichols, 
Muguette Burdick, Henry Frechette, 
Richard Frechette, and many nieces 
and nephews. He was predeceased by 
his siblings: Roger Frechette, Lucian 
Frechette, Norman Frechette, Renee 
Frechette and Andre Frechette. There 
will be a private, graveside service for 
family members.

Ernest Frechette

Killingly, Connecticut – Gerard 
“Gerry” Edward Cinq Mars, 92, passed 
away on Sunday, November 7, 2021. 
Gerry was born on January 14, 1929 to 
Emelia Anne (Leboeuf) of Fortierville, 
Canada and Napoleon Joseph Cinq 
Mars of Gentilly, Canada. His family 
lived in West Springfield where Gerry 
attended public schools.

During the Korean 
War, Gerry served 
his country as a 
member of the US 
Army’s 2nd Armored 
Division stationed 
in Germany in 1951 
and 1952. Following 
an honorable dis-
charge, he worked 
in a Springfield auto 
body shop, inspiring 
a lifelong love of cars. 

After his mili-
tary service, Gerry 
used the GI Bill to 
attend American 
International College 
(AIC) in Springfield, 

then earned his Master’s Degree in 
Education from State Teachers College 
in Boston. 

While at AIC, Gerry met the love of 
his life Annette Marie Christie. They 
were married on September 7, 1957 in 
Springfield. They lived in Boston while 
Annette completed her nursing degree 
and Gerry finished graduate school. In 
1959 they moved to Killingly to raise 
their young family. Gerry and Annette 
enjoyed a beautiful life together for 26 
years until her death in 1983. 

Gerry began teaching in the newly 
built Harvard H. Ellis Technical 
School in the fall of 1959. Mr. Cinq 
Mars, as he was known by his stu-
dents, taught History, Civics, English, 
and Economics for 30 years. He served 
as department head, senior class advi-
sor, and faculty coordinator for the 
yearbook and student government. He 
cared about the school community and 
loved working with students.

Gerry was an active participant in 
the towns of Killingly and Brooklyn. 
He served on a commission to build 
affordable senior housing at Maple 
Courts and on a committee to renovate 
Brooklyn Middle School. For more than 
20 years (18 years as Chairman), he 
served on Killingly’s Water Pollution 
Control Authority. He helped secure 
more than $30 million in State and 
Federal funding to upgrade aging san-
itation lines and facilities, ensuring 
cleaner water in the Quinebaug River. 

Gerry enjoyed traveling, woodwork-
ing, home renovations, breakfast with 
friends, and long conversations with 
his siblings, children, grandchildren, 
and friends, especially about politics 
and current events. He was a car enthu-
siast who followed the latest models 
and enjoyed visiting auto museums to 
view the classics.

Gerry was a long-time supporter of 
St. James Catholic Church and Friends 
of Assisi Food Pantry.

In the late 90’s, Gerry was fortunate 
to meet Faye P. Clapp.  They enjoyed 
each other’s company for 15 wonderful 
years. 

Gerry loved his family and will be 
dearly missed. He is survived by his 
children Laura Whittier, Michele Cinq 
Mars (John), Sarah Gretzky (James), 
and Peter Cinq Mars (Karen), and 
his grandchildren Kyle and Zoe Neil, 
Madison (Cameron) and Lexington 
Gretzky, Alexander (Sarah) and 
Gabrielle Cinq Mars, and his cherished 
siblings Theresa and Michael. 

The public is welcome to join calling 
hours on Friday, November 19, 2021 at 
the Gilman Funeral Home, 104 Church 
Street in Putnam, CT from 3:30PM to 
6:00PM. A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, November 20, 2021 at 
St. James Catholic Church, 12 Franklin 
Street, Danielson, CT at 10:00AM.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family encourages 
donations to Friends of Assisi Food 
Pantry, 77 Water Street, Danielson, CT 
06239. To send condolences, visit www.
gilmanandvalade.com

Gerard Edward Cinq Mars, 92

Janet (Bessette) King, 68,
Janet (Bessette) King, 68, of Danielson, 

passed away on Sunday November 14, 
2021, at home surrounded by her family 

after a courageous bat-
tle with cancer. Janet 
was born in Putnam 
on February 21, 1953, 
the daughter of the 
late Gerald and Irene 
(Stringer) Bessette. 
She was the wife of 
the love of her life, 
married for 50 years 

to Charles King. Janet worked through 
the years at Bob’s A&W, Danielson 
Federal Bank, McIlvain Lumber and 
retired from Quinebaug Treatment. 
She was a longtime volunteer with 
Killingly-Brooklyn Midget Football. 

Besides her husband, she is survived by 
two daughters Terri (Harold) Churchill 
of Ballouville and Sherry King of 
Danielson. Grandchildren Courtney 
and Ryan Churchill, great grandson 
Dakota Churchill, all of Ballouville. 
Two sisters Elaine (Larry) Verraneault 
of ND and Deb Waterman of Brooklyn. 
One Aunt Claire Stringer of Danielson. 
Brother and sister-in-law Leo and 
Maureen King, several cousins, nieces 
and nephews and good friends. A special 
thank you to Dr. Canter, Dr. Ferguson, 
Dr. Yang and the girls at Plainfield 
Infusion Center for the excellent care 
Janet received. Funeral services will 
be private. There are no calling hours. 
tillinghastfh.com 

It’s important to us.

ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com

If it’s important to you, 
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TOWN OF BROOKLYN
PLANNING AND ZONING 

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Planning and Zoning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday, December 1, 2021, at 
6:30 p.m. via Webex and in-person 
(masks required) at the Clifford B. 
Green Memorial Center, 69 South 
Main Street Brooklyn, CT on the fol-
lowing:
ZRC 21-002: Request to change 
Zoning Regulations concerning adult 
cannabis. Applicant: PZC.
A copy of the application will be 
available for review on the Town of 
Brooklyn website, Land Use and Town 
Clerk offices. 
All interested parties may attend the 
meeting, be heard and written corre-
spondence received. 
Dated this 4th day of November 2021.
November 19, 2021

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF 

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Permit: LIR.0020736

Type: RESTAURANT LIQUOR
Doing Business As: 

SAW DUST COFFEE HOUSE 
& DESSERT BAR

Located At:
91 MAIN ST 

PUTNAM CT 06260-1919
ON PREMISES PLACARD NOTICE

DISPLAY THIS PLACARD IMMEDI-
ATELY: This placard must be affixed 
to the outer front door of the proposed 

premises. If the front door is more than 
25’ from the road, a 4’ x 6’ sign must 
be posted by the roadside with the at-
tached placard. The sign shall consist 
of black letters of a minimum height of 
4” on a white background having the 
same wording as below, including the 
attached placard. The placard must 
be posted by [Placard Start Date] and 
must be maintained in a legible condi-
tion until [PlacardEndDate]. 
After the placard has been maintained 
for twenty-one (21) days on the outer 
front door of the premises (or the 4’ x 
6’ sign), return the certificate of publi-
cation to the Department of Consum-
er Protection, Liquor Control Division. 
Upon completion of this process, a Li-
quor Agent will contact you with further 
instructions.
Any questions regarding this placard 
publication notice can be emailed to 
DCP.Liquorcontrol@ct.gov
State of Connecticut
Department of Consumer Protection
450 Columbus Blvd, Ste 901
Hartford, CT 06103
November 19, 2021
November 26, 2021

TOWN OF BROOKLYN
INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
The Inland Wetlands and Watercours-
es Commission (IWWC) took the fol-
lowing action at its regular meeting on 
November 9, 2021:
1. Declaratory Ruling - 100421A Heath-
er & Matt Allen (applicant) and David & 

Gail Allen (Owner), 0 Christian Hill Rd., 
Map 31, Lot 19, Excavation and con-
struction of an agricultural pond, less 
than 3 acres, essential to the farming 
operation, and a dry hydrant for exclu-
sive use by the Fire Department: ap-
proved as permitted uses as of right. 
The dewatering basin should be sur-
rounded by double-staked hay bales 
and silt fence on all sides. For any 
future maintenance work, the appli-
cants should come before the Brooklyn 
IWWC. The work shall be done in ac-
cordance with the site plan last revised 
on 11/2/21.
Dated this 10th day of November, 2021
Richard Oliverson, Vice Chairman
November 19, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF  Emily A Allard (21-00402)    
The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Northeast 
Probate Court, by decree dated No-
vember 8, 2021, ordered that all claims 
must be presented to the fiduciary at 
the address below. Failure to promptly 
present any such claim may result in 
the loss of rights to recover on such 
claim. 

Brenda Duquette, Clerk  
The fiduciary is:
Richard O Allard, 
480 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260
c/o THERESA IMPERATO MADONNA, 
LAW OFFICE OF THERESA I, 
MADONNA, LLC, 110 MAIN STREET, 
JEWETT CITY, CT 06351 
November 19, 2021

TOWN OF BROOKLYN
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Brooklyn Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing and Meet-
ing on Monday, November 22, 2021 at 
6:30 p.m. held at the Clifford B Green 
Meeting Center 69 South Main Street 
Brooklyn, CT and via Web Ex on the 
following applications:
1. ZBA-21-006 Sean and Lisa Don-
ovan, 3 Bailey Woods Road, Map-
32, Lot-12, Acres 1.14, RA Zone. 24’ 
above ground pool and 10’ x 12’ deck. 
Swimming Pool is approximately 15’ 
from rear property line. Deck is ap-
proximately 15’ from the side property 
line. Requesting variance of section 
3.C.5.2.2 and 3.C.5.2.3 from the min-
imum front and rear yard setback.
2. ZBA-21-007 Joshua Moyer, 14 
Kara Road, Map-32, Lot 10, Acres 
0.55, RA Zone. Construct a 12’ x 24’ 
wooden fabricated shed on gravel 
base. Requesting variance of section 
3.C.5.2.2 from the minimum side yard 
setback 15’ from side yard property 
line.
Interested persons may appear and be 
heard. Written communications will be 
accepted. A copy of the application is 
available on the Town of Brooklyn Web-
site. Web Ex meeting information will 
be included on the November 22, 2021 
Zoning Board of Appeals Commission 
Agenda.
Bruce Parsons, Vice Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals
November 12, 2021
November 19, 2021

LEGALS

Sandra Walmsley recognized as Westview 
Health Care Center’s Employee of the Month

DAYVILLE — Sandra 
Walmsley of Dayville was 
selected as Westview Health 
Care Center’s Employee of the 
Month for October 2021.

Walmsley’s presence is very 
well known around the Dayville 
skilled nursing facility; hav-
ing been employed in their 
Housekeeping Department 

since May of 1995.  During this 
tenure she has ascended to the 
role of full-time Housekeeping 
and Laundry Supervisor.
Given Westview’s census of 
up to 103 inpatients and their 
corresponding clothing and 
bedding, the freshened fabric 
needs of clean napkins and 
tablecloths for their dietary 
department’s meal service, and 
the facility’s robust Outpatient 
and Aquatic Rehabilitation 
programs, Sandy oversees a 
massive amount of laundry 
procedures on any given day.
Throughout all of the washing, 
drying, folding, delivering, and 
inventorying, Sandy maintains 
pride in her work and a pleas-
ant demeanor among her col-
leagues.

As a dedicated, long-time 
Westview employee, it comes 
as no surprise that Walmsley 
has been selected for distinc-
tions like this before.  She 
was previously named as 
Westview’s Employee of the 
Month in September 2003, 
and was awarded the honor 
of Westview’s 2012 Employee 

of the Year at the staff ban-
quet that summer.  Westview’s 
staff and leadership certainly 
appreciate Sandy—and that 
feeling is mutual.  Her remarks 
when receiving this October’s 
Employee of the Month award 
indicate her gratitude for her 
workplace: “It is an honor to 
be awarded Employee of the 
Month for October.  I have had 
the privilege of working for 
Westview for the past 26 years 
and it has become like my sec-
ond home.”

She went on to say: “I am 
grateful to work in an environ-
ment where I love the cowork-
ers, patients, and residents that 
I get to work with.”

Family is very important 
to Walmsley, and she makes 
sure to get together with 
her multi-generational kin 
whenever possible.  Sandy 
and her husband Joseph are 
parents to David, Heidi, and 
Tyler, grandparents to Mary-
Beth, Brittany and Tyler, and 
great-grandparents to Vanessa 
and Wyatt.  Additionally, 
she is excited about having 

another great-grandchild 
on the way.  Furthering the 
familial connections between 
Westview and the Walmsleys, 
Sandy’s son, Tyler, also works 
at Westview Health Care 
Center and Country Living at 
Westview Commons on their 
Support Services team, and 
her granddaughter Mary-Beth 
has worked at Westview in the 
past.

Anyone who works or inter-
acts with Walmsley notices the 
way she combines her pledge 
to professional duty along with 
her commitment to kindness, 
and Westview Health Care 
Center Administrator David T. 
Panteleakos especially appre-
ciates Sandy’s contributions to 
Westview over the last three 
decades.

“Sandy is a trusted member 
of our organization, and in addi-
tion to having a member of her 
actual family as a coworker, 
she greatly contributes to the 
idea of Westview’s organiza-
tional family,” Mr. Panteleakos 
elaborated, adding “Her efforts 
consistently support the work 

of her colleagues, enhance the 
experience of our visitors, and 
enable our patients to feel com-
fort and confidence in the set-
ting of Westview Health Care 
Center.  Sandy’s compassion 
for everyone in our building is 
genuine and we greatly appre-
ciate her devotion.”

Westview Health Care 
Center is a 103-bed inpatient 
skilled nursing facility, which 
includes a distinct and self-con-
tained 28-bed sub acute short 
term rehabilitation unit and 
outpatient physical, occupa-
tional and speech therapies 
including:  Sports Medicine, 
Adolescent/Pediatric, Adult, 
and Aquatic Outpatient 
Centers, all dedicated to pro-
viding outstanding quali-
ty health care services.  The 
Dayville, Connecticut facility 
is consistently ranked among 
the top nursing facilities in 
the nation, according to the 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services as well as 
U.S. News and World Report, 
consecutively for the past 13 
years.

Sandra Walmsley

Day Kimball Healthcare partners with 
local school districts to Distribute 
COVID-19 vaccination

PUTNAM — Day Kimball Healthcare 
(DKH) has partnered with several local 
school districts to begin vaccinating 
children ages 5 to 11 years old at sites 
across the region.

“Day Kimball Healthcare is very 
pleased to partner with our local school 
districts for this next chapter in the fight 
against COVID-19. The more people who 
can get vaccinated – including children 
– the better we can protect our commu-
nity and put this pandemic behind us,” 
said Kyle Kramer, chief executive offi-
cer, Day Kimball Healthcare. “By vac-
cinating the five to 11 age group we are 
one step closer to getting back to some 
normalcy. We are excited that parents 
and guardians have several opportuni-
ties to have their 5-11-year-olds vacci-

nated, including vaccine clinics, phar-
macies and pediatrician’s offices. We 
encourage everyone to get vaccinated 
as soon as possible, and we look forward 
to helping vaccinate the children in our 
community and their families.”

On Nov. 2, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
announced final emergency use autho-
rization and recommendation of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for 
children ages five to 11. The vaccine was 
previously authorized for emergency 
use in adolescents ages 12 and older and 
has full FDA approval for use in individ-
uals ages 16 and older.

As Northeast Connecticut’s major 
healthcare provider, Day Kimball 

Healthcare is collaborating with local 
schools to ensure that children and 
families have access to evidence-based 
resources and safe, age-appropriate vac-
cination sites in their local communi-
ties.

DKH held its first pediatric COVID-
19 vaccination clinic for children ages 
five to 11 at Plainfield High School, on 
Wednesday, November 10, where 150 
youth were vaccinated. A similar clinic 
was held on Friday, Nov. 12 at Putnam 
Middle School in partnership with the 
Putnam, Thompson, and Woodstock 
school districts, where 300 more of the 
area’s youth were vaccinated. Parents 
or guardians who had not received the 
COVID-19 vaccine and those who need-
ed a booster, were able to do so at the 
clinics as well.

DKH is planning additional vaccine 
clinics and will announce them as they 
are planned. For more information, 
visit www.daykimball.org/coronavi-
rus.

About Day Kimball Healthcare
Day Kimball Healthcare is a nonprof-

it community healthcare system com-
posed of Day Kimball Hospital, Day 
Kimball Medical Group, Day Kimball 
Healthcare at Home, and healthcare cen-
ters in Danielson, Dayville, Plainfield, 
and Putnam. Its service area includes 
Northeast Connecticut as well as near-
by Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
communities. Day Kimball Healthcare’s 
comprehensive network employs more 
than 1,000 staff including nearly 300 
associated, highly skilled physicians, 
surgeons and specialists. Its Web site 
is www.daykimball.org.

Photo Courtesy

Day Kimball Healthcare partnered with the Putnam, Thompson, and Woodstock school dis-
tricts to distribute COVID-19 vaccinations to youth ages 5+ at Putnam Middle School on 
Friday, November 12. Pictured left to right: Dan Durand, BS, RN, ICU Clinical Manager, Day 
Kimball Healthcare; Bob Viens, Chief of Pharmacy, Day Kimball Healthcare; Janice Thurlow, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Day Kimball Healthcare; Dan Sullivan, Putnam Schools 
Superintendent; Melinda Smith, Thompson Schools Superintendent; Viktor Toth, Woodstock 
Schools Superintendent; and Kyle Kramer, Chief Executive Officer, Day Kimball Healthcare.

Photo Courtesy

The American Legion Department of 
Connecticut celebrated Post #91 Moosup 
member and Department Commander 
Jeffrey De Clerck with a testimonial 
at Lake of Isles on Saturday, Nov. 13.
More than 160 Legionnaires, family and 
friends were on hand, including mem-
bers from New York, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island.
Pictured (l to r) Ronald P. Coderre, 
Past Post #13 and Past District #4 
Commander, DeClerck and Post #13 
Commander Michael Vassar. 

LEGION 
DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDER 
HONORED AT 
TESTIMONIAL
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Master Kristin Duethorn of Quest Martial 
Arts in Thompson brought the competi-
tion team to the 2021 Delaware County 
Karate Championships in Pennsylvania. 
Tournament results for Quest martial arts 
tournament team.
Master Derek Pomes earned 3rd Place 
Forms; Greg Martinez: 3rd Place Weapons, 

2nd Forms, 3rd Place Sparring; Vincenzo: 
1st Place Sparring; CJ: 4th Place Sparring; 
Damienne Orthmann: 4th Place Forms and 
1st Place Sparring.
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St. Mary’s Yuletide Festival 
kicks off holiday season

PUTNAM – It’s not even 
Thanksgiving yet but like many 
in the region St. Mary’s Church in 
Putnam got into the holiday spirit 
early with their Yuletide Festival 
on Saturday, Nov. 13. The event 
not only served as a chance for the 
community to learn more about the 
church, but also allowed visitors to 

get some early Christmas shopping 
done, get a taste of the community 
through freshly cooked meals and 
baked goods, and meet Santa himself. 
It was a fun, Christmassy time for 
all to kick off what promises to be a 
colorful holiday season in the Quiet 
Corne

Photos Jason Bleau

Harrison J. Boyll brought his leather creations to the festival through his Harry’s Canva 
Creations brand.

George Liberty and Kathy Toby presented some beautiful creations from the minerals of the 
earth.

Patrons of St. Mary’s Church made up their 
own delicious treats which visitors could buy 
to get a taste of local community flavor.

Boy Scouts from Troop 21 of Putnam man 
a station selling delicious treats to support 
their troop.

Forever Green included a neat selection of wood art designed products.

Jean of Jean’s Creations provided a delicious selection of cakes and cupcakes for visitors to 
pick from.

A large line of raffle baskets served as the literal centerpiece of the Yuletide Festival.

The crew of Wenderful Creations brought a selection of unique totes, mugs and more.

Volunteers in the kitchen helped cook up some delicious meals for guests to the Yuletide 
Festival.

 It wouldn’t be a Yuletide event without an appearance from Santa himself.

QUEST MARTIAL ARTS STUDENTS 
SHINE AT REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

www.ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com
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IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  
Pressroom help needed

Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for full-time press helpers, 

 and also a lead press
operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

Monson Arts Council Presents Its 
42nd Annual

Holiday
Craft Fair

Saturday, November 27th
9am-4:30pm

Sunday, November 28th
Noon-4:30 pm

$
70 exhibitors in four buildings 

in easy walking distance

$
200 Main Street

(Route 32), Monson, MA
MA pike Exit 63, 32 south

~Free Admission~
For more info call 413-218-0693

One veteran’s tale 
of service

PUTNAM — Peter “Pete” Trama didn’t 
know what the Merchant Marines was 
but he did know that he didn’t want to get 
drafted into WWII.

In honor of Veterans Day, Trama, 96, 
gave razor-sharp details of his experi-
ences in the Merchant Marines during 
WWII and later in the Army draftee in 
the Korean conflict at the Nov. 9 Putnam 
Rotary Club meeting.

“At 17, I didn’t know what I was get-
ting into. I didn’t even know what it (the 
Merchant Marines) was,” he said.

The Merchant Marines at the time was 
a branch of the military. They spent their 
time at sea delivering fuel, military vehi-
cles and more

After joining he found himself in Oyster 
Bay, N.Y., training. His most vivid mem-
ory of training was the tall tower over 
water. At first sight, he wondered what 
the tower was for. He’d soon learn: “We 
had to jump off the tower --- practice for 
jumping off the ships.” 

The Merchant Marines were the most 
vulnerable of all the branches of service 
during the war. The German U2 boats 
always went after them. All they could 
do was steer in a zig zag pattern to try to 
stay safe. 

“So many men were lost. So many ships 
(370),” he said.

The Merchant Marines had to continu-
ally keep their numbers up, he said, add-
ing “They were losing men left and right.”

There were no jobs after the war so he 
said he stayed in the Merchant Marines 
eight years. In that time he took 73 sea 
trips total. Each trip was from 60 to 90 
days. 

“Let me tell you,” he said, “that ocean 
is big.”

During the war he saw the world making 
deliveries from to Australia, the Marshall 
Islands, Korea and many more places. He 
went through the Panama Canal 18 times 
and through the Suez Canal four times.

And he was seasick for eight years. 

That’s right; he was seasick the whole 
time he was in the Merchant Marines.

Those were different times at home. 
He remembers being sandwiched in with 
other veterans on a train headed toward 
home. 

“I had a club sandwich,” he said. 
When he went to take a bite, as incon-

spicuously as possible, all eyes riveted to 
him and his sandwich.

He got off in Putnam --- off a very late 
train --- and walked home and dropped 
into bed. In the morning his sister was 
surprised to see he was home. 

“Doors weren’t locked back then,” he 

said.
After the Merchant Marines, at age 27, 

he was drafted into the Army during the 
Korean conflict. “If I’d been 28, I couldn’t 
have been drafted,” he said. 

He was sent to Germany as some 
thought the Soviet Union might try to 
invade Germany.

Following that, he returned to Putnam 
and ran Tony’s Package Store and, accord-
ing to Rotarian and veteran Ronald P. 
Coderre, was/is a good community ser-
vant, doing much for Putnam.
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The Putnam Rotary Club Nov. 9 heard from WWII and Korean conflict veteran Peter “Pete” 
Trama (third from right). Guests and Rotarians who are veterans included, from left: Guest 
Mike Rocchetti, Rotarian Jay Wade, Trama, Rotarian Peter Benoit, and Rotarian Ron Coderre.

WOODSTOCK — Warm, 
winter boots are a basic 
need of children here in New 
England, something every 
child deserves. For the second 
straight year, the Woodstock 
Democratic Town Committee 
will partner with TEEG to help 
fill this special need.

WDTC invites residents 
to participate in our Holiday 
Winter Boot Drive to benefit 
children from Woodstock and 
neighboring towns. The event 
will take place Saturday, Dec. 
4, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Woodstock Volunteer Fire 
Station #76, 399 Route 169 (next 
to the Town Hall), in South 
Woodstock.

Please bring new, unwrapped 
winter boots in children’s sizes 
for either gender and in origi-
nal packaging to WVFA Station 

#76 on Dec. 4 between 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.  The Democratic 
Town Committee will turn over 
all donations to TEEG.  In its 
role as a youth services bureau, 
TEEG will distribute the donat-
ed boots to deserving families 
in Woodstock and neighboring 
communities it serves.

Donors who prefer to contrib-
ute cash can bring donations to 
the boot drive or mail checks, 
payable to TEEG, to WDTC, 
attn: Holiday Winter Boot 
Drive, P.O. Box 813, Woodstock, 
CT  06281.  Cash donations will 
be used to purchase additional 
boots for area children. 

In 2020, TEEG served more 
than 100 households (250 indi-
viduals) in Woodstock.  But 
“families that struggle to afford 
food and rent often do not have 
a budget for children’s foot-

wear,” said Anne Miller, TEEG 
executive director.  

“WDTC’s Holiday Winter 
Boot Drive makes sure that 
every child who needs warm, 
winter boots gets them!” Miller 
said.

“The Democratic Town 
Committee is pleased to once 
again host this community ser-
vice project in these times of 
health and economic distress,” 
WDTC Chair Charles Super

said.
Last year, the inaugural 

Holiday Winter Boot Drive 
collected 82 pairs of boots and 
raised an additional $768 in 
donations that helped needy 
area families.  Event coordina-
tor Greg Kline urges donors to  
“Please help us reach our goal 
of 100 pairs of boots this year!”  

POMFRET — Pam Lefferts, 
co-founder of Ferncroft Wildlife 
Rescue and newly minted chil-
dren’s author, will sign her book 
“From Pouch to Couch: Why 
Lavender the Opossum Lives in 
a House” on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 1 
p.m. at The Connecticut Audubon 
Society Center at Pomfret, 218 Day 
Rd. There is no charge to attend the 
book signing.

Located in Woodstock, Ferncroft 
specializes in opossum rehabilita-
tion and release. Lavender, how-
ever, was non-releasable due to the 
nature of her injuries. In the book, 
written from her point of view, 
Lavender shares how, after her res-
cue as a two-ounce joey (baby), she 
came to live in a house and become 
an educational ambassador. 

Pam comments, “One of the 
main reasons I wrote the book is 
that I wanted children who meet 
our opossums to understand wild 
animals are not pets. As licensed 
wildlife rehabilitators, we are per-
mitted to keep them only because 
they are unable to survive in the 
wild. There is a balance throughout 
the story comparing Lavender’s 
life with how wild opossums live.” 

Pam adds, “I love teaching both 
children and adults about opos-
sums and other backyard wildlife.”

In addition to many photo-
graphs, this charming and educa-
tional book features beautiful illus-
trations by Sara Murdock Lo Presti 
of Norfolk.

“From Pouch to Couch” is avail-
able from the Center at Pomfret’s 
nature store.

Ferncroft Wildlife Rescue is a 
not-for-profit organization found-
ed by Pam and Bill Lefferts, who 
“stumbled” into wildlife rehabili-
tation after retirement. Ferncroft 
specializes in working with opos-
sums. 

More information about 
Ferncroft Wildlife Rescue and 
upcoming programs can be found 
on its Facebook page and at www.
ferncroftwildlife.com.

The Connecticut Audubon 
Society (CAS) protects 
Connecticut’s birds, other wildlife, 
and their habitats through conser-
vation, education, and advocacy. 
More information about CAS can 
be found at https://www.ctaudu-
bon.org/.

Woodstock Dems holding 
Winter Boot Drive to benefit 
TEEG and area children

Meet Pam Lefferts and her 
Opossum Educational Ambassadors 

at Audubon Center




