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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Four accom-
plished student-musicians are 
eager to represent Leicester as 
members of this year’s Junior 
Central District Band.

The Central District of the 
Massachusetts Music Educators 
Association hosts annual fes-
tivals for band, chorus, and 
orchestra students. Each mem-
ber must proceed through a 
challenging audition process, 
and only the most skilled young 
musicians are accepted into the 
band each year. 

At the 2021 auditions, 
Leicester students Jillian 
Morrison, Gabrielle Pietri, 
Ryan Delage, and Lorenzo 
Francis were accepted from a 
strong field of talent.

Morrison, a freshman clari-
netist, returns to the band for 
the third straight year. Fellow 
freshman Gabrielle Pietri (flute) 
and eighth grader Ryan Delage 
(mallet percussion) were both 
selected for the second consecu-
tive year. Eighth grade trumpet 
player Lorenzo Francis was also 
excited to join the band.

For Leicester school officials, 
it means a lot to see increased 
student success in the band.

“Leicester Music has seen 
an uptick in student-musicians 
accepted into the annual festi-
val,” said Kristina Looney, a 
music teacher at Leicester 
Middle School. 

In 2019, two students from 
LMS were accepted into the 
band festival, marking the first 
time the school was represent-

ed at the event since 2003. Last 
year, three Leicester students 
were accepted, and the town is 
now up to four musicians par-
ticipating in the Junior Central 
District Band.

For the first time, ninth grade 
students were invited to audi-
tion for the junior festival this 
year. The pandemic presented 
significant challenges, but the 
young musicians were up to the 
task.

“Due to COVID-19, auditions 
were held virtually, putting 
even more responsibility on 
students to record a video audi-
tion,” Looney said. 

The students are looking 
forward to participating in an 
online clinic set for May 1. Even 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – The town’s 
Financial Management 
Planning Committee (FMPC) 
has reached out to residents 
this spring to determine their 
priorities for upcoming proj-
ects.

Back in 2019, the FMPC 
asked all Spencer department 
heads to fill out a form iden-
tifying various needs to be 
addressed over the next five 
years, including personnel 
needs, capital items, build-
ings, and infrastructure. After 
reviewing the documentation, 
FMPC members met with each 
department head to ask ques-
tions and identify priorities.

The next step in the process 
is determining whether resi-
dents’ priorities are in align-
ment with those of department 
heads. An online survey was 
released last month, providing 
residents with the opportunity 
to list their priorities for future 
projects.

After the survey results are 
reviewed, the process will 
eventually include public 
forums and hearings to present 
findings and elicit additional 
feedback. 

The ultimate goal for offi-
cials is to create a five-year 

to ten-year financial plan for 
Spencer. Residents’ feedback 
in the survey and during 
upcoming meetings will play 
a critical role in shaping the 
plan.

“The committee is evaluat-
ing the town’s financial situa-
tion and looking at current ser-
vices and staffing levels,” said 
Spencer Selectman Tony Pepe, 
who serves as a member of the 
FMPC. “The survey was cre-
ated to see how residents feel 
about certain financial items 
and staffing levels.”

The long-term goal is to not 
only identify residents’ prior-
ities, but also how they would 
like to see future projects fund-
ed, officials said.

“We want to see what the 
town’s priorities are moving 
forward and their willingness 
to fund them,” Pepe added.

Among other questions, the 
online survey lists several 
town needs and asks respon-
dents how they view their 
level of importance. These 
needs include a full-time town 
accountant; three full-time 
police officers; an increase in 
the Council on Aging direc-
tor’s hours; a full-time com-
post coordinator at the transfer 
station; a restoration of eve-
ning and Saturday hours at the 

library; the hiring of a full-time 
Parks and Recreation director, 
as well as two part-time work-
ers; and the addition of both a 
full-time firefighter and a part-
time firefighter. 

The survey also asks respon-
dents about their preferences 
in payment options, including 
debt exclusions; the creation 
of a permanent building repair 
and maintenance account; the 
creation of an annual build-
ing needs debt exclusion; and 
an override for the purpose of 
funding critical items.

Finally, the survey gauges 
residents’ preferences in fund-
ing the following projects that 
cannot be covered by existing 
operating expenses. These 
projects would require debt 
exclusions or overrides: school 
building maintenance needs; 
a Council on Aging building; 
a David Prouty High School 
athletic field renovation; a 
Luther Hill Park pavilion; and 
Highway Department garage 
renovations, among others.

The survey can be accessed 
by visiting the town Web site: 
www.SpencerMa.gov.  

All survey responses and 
responders will be kept anon-
ymous. Information will be 
announced soon on the public 
hearing schedule.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – Students, teach-
ers, and staff members in 
the Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District didn’t 
have to go far to receive their 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

On March 15, a vaccine clinic 
was held at David Prouty High 
School. Thanks to a partner-
ship between the school dis-
trict, the Rutland-based region-
al vaccination program, and 
Spencer Fire and Emergency 
Services, students and staff 
members were able to receive 
the first dose of the Pfizer vac-
cine.

A vaccine schedule was 
created for each school in the 
district, with specific times 
allocated for faculty members, 
staff, students, and volunteers 
to sign up for their vaccina-
tion appointments. With pub-
lic schools statewide expected 
to return this month for fully 
in-person learning, SEBRSD 
officials wanted to ensure that 
all members of the school com-
munity had an opportunity to 
be vaccinated. 

“This vaccine clinic hap-
pened thanks to our strong 
school and community part-

nerships,” said SEBRSD 
Superintendent Paul Haughey. 
“We are very fortunate to 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

EAST BROOKFIELD – 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 
officials were thrilled to 
announce that Christine 
Lavin was named as 
American Legion Post 138’s 
Educator of the Year.

Lavin, a fifth and sixth 
grade math teacher at East 
Brookfield Elementary 
School, was selected for the 
John Mulkern Educator 
of the Year award by 
American Legion Gaudette-
Kirk Post 138. 

“Chrissy goes far above 
and beyond her responsi-
bilities as a fifth and sixth 
grade math teacher in the 
East Brookfield Elementary 
School,” read a statement 
released by Post 138. “Her 
math teaching efforts have 
consistently kept her stu-

dents performing in the top 
20 percent on state achieve-
ment tests, but it’s her 
extra efforts to ensure that 
all students, their families, 
the school staff, and the 
community at large thrive 
in a welcoming and sup-
portive community that we 
are recognizing her for this 
award.”

Whereas most teachers 
spend nights and weekends 
away from school, Lavin’s 
commitment to her stu-
dents extends far beyond 
the final bell. Each year, 
she helps organize the sixth 
grade trip to Washington 
D.C., which students look 
forward to throughout 
their journeys at EBES. 
The trip includes visits to 
several monuments, muse-
ums, government build-
ings, and institutions – and 
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East Brookfield Elementary School teacher Christine Lavin was 
selected as the American Legion Post 138’s Educator of the Year.

EBES teacher 
named Legion’s 

Educator of the Year

FMPC seeks public input 
on capital project plan

Vaccination clinic held for 
school staff at DPHS
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A vaccine clinic was held for the school community last month at David 
Prouty High School.

Leicester students to perform at Central District band festival
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Leicester students Ryan Delage and Lorenzo Francis were selected to rep-
resent their town on the Junior Central District Band. Also selected were 
students Jillian Morrison and Gabrielle Pietri, both of Leicester.
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Leicester resident 
named to Dean’s List at 
Rensselaer

TROY, N.Y. — Ava P. Richard resi-
dent of Leicester, Massachusetts and 
a freshman majoring in Biochemistry
and Biophysics at Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute (RPI), was named 
to the Dean’s Honors List for obtaining 
a 4.0/4.0 for Fall 2020.

Wire Village School 
honor roll

SPENCER — Wire Village School has 
released its honor roll for the second 
term of the 2020-2021 school year.

High Honor Roll
Aaron Bagrowski, Hunter Brodeur, 

Connor Cormier, Iris Alexandra 

DeOliveira Tebo, Sophia Lambert, 
McKinnon Pacheco, Amaya Singletary

Honor Roll
Abigail Anderson, Devin Anderson, 

Goodness-Mercy Asensoh, Logan Barre, 
Avery Belton, Addison Berrios, Alaina 
Boutotte, Patrick Chiapulis, Hunter 
Cusson, Luciana Edwards, Angelina 
Faulkner, Jacob Gaudette, Christopher 
Gauvin, Lena Goyette, Landon Kaiser, 
Lily Keefe, Cason Lebeau, Colin Lopez, 
Kylie Nelson, Daryl Okuku, Jocelyn 
Orvieto-Fasoli, Madyson Pensinger, 
Lillian Perchak, Olivia Roberts, Calen 
Sauvageau, Raegan Tatro, Tawny 
Tetteyfio, Anaira Torres, Jacob Watson

&aIeteria :orNer� ParN $Ye � 2 Positions
Schedule: M-F 10:00-1:00 (15 hrs.)

Rate: $14.25/hr.
*these 2 positions will primarily deliver meals 

to classrooms
Start Date: ASAP

%reaNIast in the &lassroom :orNer�  
ParN $Ye � 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 7:30-10:30 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

Webster Public School Department

Please apply to: Attn: Lori Marrazzo
Webster Public Schools, 77 Poland Street, Webster, MA 01570

For questions about positions please call or email Ellen Nylen at 
508-943-0104 ext. 40016 or enylen@webster-schools.org

*At this time all positions run through the end of the school year.

&aIeteria :orNer� :eEster 0iGGle SFhool 
� 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 8:00-11:00 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

*this position is primarily a kitchen prep 
position

&aIeteria :orNer� %artlett +igh SFhool  
� 1 Position

Schedule: M-F 9:30-12:30 (15 hrs.)
Rate: $14.25/hr.
Start Date: ASAP

ANYTHING GOES  - TRASH, DEMO & METAL

DISPOSE 
ALL

CLEAN OUT THIS SPRING!

8 yd - $325
15 yd - $375

You got it! We’ll take it! Including Metal

CALL TODAY! 774-696-7267
A Division of 

Brunelle & Sons Landscaping

Spencer, MA

Cost of dumpster will be estimated

with a credit for the metal

 (as long as it’s loaded last) 

BIODEGRADABLE WASTE - no problem! 

Must not be mixed with other items we remove.

Call us first or call us last - 
we’ll get you cleaned up fast!

NOTICE HYDRANT FLUSHING
TOWN OF SPENCER

�e Town of Spencer Water Department will be  
�ushing �re hydrants throughout the distribution  

system starting April 5 thru April 30, 2021 
Flushing removes sediment from the water mains  

to help maintain water quality.  
When the Water Department sta� is in the 

immediate area, residents could experience loss of 
pressure and short periods of rusty water. 

We are sorry for ant inconvenience this may cause.
 If you have any concerns, please feel free to contact  

the Water Department o�ce at 508-885-7525. 
�ank you.

Saturday, April 24, 2021, 10 AM  
(Preview at 9 AM) Please note that the auction is being held at: 

The Spencer Fairgrounds   
48 Smithfield Road, Spencer MA 01562

We will be selling tractors, farm/landscape equipment, and all types of 
Agriculture-related items, as well as any tools and construction-related items that 
are consigned at public auction. If you are seriously in the market for items of this 
type, or you have something you want to sell and are motivated to do so, this will 

be an excellent opportunity!
Consignment Contacts: 

Malcolm Speicher:  flat.tail@verizon.net  – 508-868-8896
Donald Raucher:  donraucher@comcast.net  – 413-537-3177
Please contact us as early as possible with larger items  

to get maximum exposure.

Commission rate as follows:
 • Any items that sell for $100 or less: 20%
 • Any items that sell for $101 to $999: 15% 
 • Any items that sell for $1000 and up: 10%
 • 10% commission on the final bid of any item  
  that doesn’t meet the consignor’s reserve.
 
Terms of sale: Cash/check with proper ID. Most major credit cards. 15% Buyer’s Premium. 
10% for cash/check. Buyer’s Premium for items that sell for $10,000 or more reduced to 
5%. 6.25% MA sales tax. Tax exempt buyers must present a copy of their resale/tax exempt 
certificate.  
Management reserves the right to refuse items deemed inappropriate or in unacceptable 

condition for sale. No consignments will be accepted the day of the auction.  

RAUCHER BROTHERS AUCTIONEERS
Don Raucher MA license #AU2233

We will be 
following all 

COVID protocols

Annual
Spencer Spring 

Consignment Auction

Annual
Spencer Spring 

Consignment Auction

Growing your own salad
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Like salads? Don’t buy 
them; grow your own.

That was the simple message from 
last week’s installment of the ongoing 
regional library gardening series, for-
mally sponsored this time by Charlton.

“The reason markets sell [certain
kinds of] food is not because they taste 
the best, but because they travel best 
across the country,” noted Kathleen 
Donovan of Blackstone Valley Veggie 
Gardens. Typically, as many people 
know, vegetables in stores taste bland 
at best and come in limited varieties. 
But there are hundreds, sometimes 
thousands, of varieties of such com-
mon foods as tomatoes, cucumbers and 
lettuce that can appeal to a wide range
of tastes, textures, uses and even color 
palettes.

Donovan began with the often under-
appreciated lettuce, which is actually a 
member of the daisy family. It “comes
up like a weed” and has “glorious 
shapes and textures” far beyond the rel-
atively non-nutritious iceberg type. She 
noted it has lots of fiber, vitamin C and
beta carotenes, and some types have a 
“whitish, milky fluid” when fresh cut 
that helps sleep. 

Lettuce comes in two major types – 
loose-leaf and head lettuce. The former 
grows faster (about 50 days to matu-
rity), is “much easier to grow in the 
garden,” and leaves can be picked and
eaten throughout the season without 
stopping growth. Heads generally take 
about 80 days and can only be picked 
once, she said.

“Lettuce likes the cold” and is thus 
the first of the three to be planted (in 
early April; frost won’t harm its seeds). 

If you plant right, with tomatoes and 
cucumbers, peas, or other crops (espe-
cially trellised ones) shading the let-
tuce, when summer heat comes, the 
lettuce will last longer before it becomes
bitter and goes to seed. Likewise, it can 
be protected by growing it in a contain-
er because it “only needs about five 
inches of soil,” she said.

“Succession planting is the key to
growing lettuce,” Donovan said. 
Planting different kinds “every two or 
three weeks will give you a steady sup-
ply” well into fall.

Cucumbers are also pretty easy, but
can be a little quirky. They’re in the 
squash family, and most squashes can 
cross-pollinate. That makes seeds hard 
to save – they’ll often be viable, in that 
you will get something the following 
year, but you won’t necessarily know 
what it will be. Some crosses aren’t edi-
ble, and some aren’t viable. That’s not 
an issue the first year; what you plant
is what you’ll get.

With cucumbers, there are “hundreds 
and hundreds of varieties.” Donovan 
said they grow particularly well on 
trellises, where “you’ve got gravity 
working for you.” The vines climb up 
the trellis and the cukes hang down 
through the lattice. But you want to 
trim the growing tips off at six to eight 
feet long; “Plants don’t multitask well. 
Either they grow long, or they produce 
fruit for you,” she said.

Like all squashes, cuke plants have 
both male and female flowers. Some 
are self-pollinating; some use insects. 
Gardeners can help the process along 
by dipping a Qtip into the male flower 
and transferring its powdery pollen to 
the female (which is identifiable by the 
fact it has “a little immature cucumber” 

under it), she said.
Tomatoes are similarly numerous, 

with the plants’ thousands of varieties 
coming in three major types – cherry, 
beefsteak and sauce/paste based mostly 
on size and water content. The clas-
sic sandwich tomatoes are beefsteaks, 
which come in a wide range of col-
ors including yellow, red, orange and 
even a purple so dark it’s nearly black.
Several of them also exist in the other 
two types, particularly cherry, which 
she described this way: “Anytime you 
want go out and pick a snack, there’s 
bound to be some.”

Donovan claimed tomatoes “cannot 
be grown from seed outdoors. They 
require a really warm soil to germi-
nate.” (Personally, I’ve done it; the key 
is making sure it gets lots of sun. As
she noted “while it’s growing to the 
sky, it’s not producing fruit. That’s 
often because it’s not getting the sun it 
needs.”)

Because of its warmth needs, toma-
toes should only be planted outside (or 
transferred from inside, after gradually
“hardening” them by giving them a 
couple hours a day at first) after May 
7. She noted that used to be much later 
– as a child, she waited until Memorial 
Day.

Like cucumbers, tomatoes are vines 
that like trellising, which can be as sim-
ple as having a few posts linked with 
wires, with the plants tied to the wires
with twine. She noted they’re “one of 
the biggest [garden] plants” and can 
grow up to eight feet. 

Once audience member asked how 
to deal with tomato hornworms, a 
big, green caterpillar that eats sever-
al plants in the tomato’s nightshade 
family. Donovan said planting mari-

golds interspersed with the tomatoes 
often helps, since most insects don’t like
marigolds, but you can also spray with 
with Neem oil, sprinkle diatomaceous 
earth around them, or use  a Bt-based 
pesticide (an organic bacteria).

Regardless of what your growing, 
Donovan had some standard tips on 
preparing the raised bed. Most crucial 
is the soils – a few inches of rich, com-
posted soil (with eitehr plant or manure 
compost; she noted many local farms
“will gladly deliver you a truckload of 
cow manure.” But make sure it’s been 
aged; fresh stuff “will stink to high 
heaven.” Chicken manure is also “awe-
some fertilizer,” but can’t be put on 
plants directly due to its high nitrogen 
content; it needs to be composted for 
about six months or made into “com-
post tea.”

Good soil “should be slightly acidic,”
with a pH of 6.2-6.8 (neutral is 7.0). She 
suggested adding ashes if you need to 
increase pH and using peat moss to 
reduce it. A barrier under the soil pre-
vents weeds from growing up into it, 
but won’t prevent them from blowing
into it. Many plants benefit from using 
a mulch to keep the soil moister and 
warmer; dry straw or leaves work well, 
but don’t use the common colored types 
or green grass.

The gardening series continues with 
online talks on raised beds April 6 and 
“The Organic Approach” on April 20. 
It has been sponsored by several area 
libraries, and participants can con-
tact any of them to join the next ses-
sions: Southbridge, Oxford, Sturbridge, 
Sutton or Charlton.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Local volunteers are 
teaming up with the USDA to offer a 
Farmers to Families Food Box Program 
this month.

Food box distribution events will be 
held on April 15 and April 29 at the 
508 International site in Charlton (219 
Brookfield Rd.). Each program will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., with fresh 
food products provided free to those in 
need.

The events were organized in coordi-
nation with the USDA. Although both 
programs will take place in Charlton,
residents in need from throughout the 
region are invited to attend. Because 
there will only be 400 food boxes dis-
tributed each day, pre-registration is 
required for both sessions. Residents
are encouraged to sign up as early as 
possible. 

“This is a great way for us to help get 
food out to those in need,” said Michael 
McGrath, who volunteers at the local 

Chip In Food Pantry and also serves on 
its board of directors. 

Several other food pantry volunteers 
are also involved in the local Farmers 
to Families Food Box Program. Not 
only does it assist area residents in 
need, but also farmers offering fresh 
local produce.

“This program started last year to 
help the farmers out. Because of the 
pandemic, restaurants stopped get-
ting products from farmers [during 
the height of COVID-19 restrictions],”
McGrath said. “We wanted to get the 
word out about this to people in the 
area.”

Residents may sign up ahead for both 
of the Farmers to Families distribution 
days this month. However, each family 
may only pick up one box per day.

To sign up for the distribution days, 
residents can visit the Chip In Food 
Pantry’s Facebook page and find the 
easily accessible links.

Each USDA food box contains approx-
imately 30 pounds of food, including 

produce, dairy, and protein. A typical
box might feature the following items: 
five pounds of potatoes; three pounds 
of onions; one pound of root vegeta-
bles, such as carrots or beets; three 
pounds of hand fruit, typically apples
or oranges; one gallon of milk; four 
pounds of soft dairy, such as yogurt, 
sour cream, cottage cheese, or butter; 
one pound of cheese, such as cheddar, 
American, mozzarella, or parmesan; 
four pounds of cooked protein, such as 
roasted chicken quarters, ground tur-
key, or taco meat; and one pound of deli 
meat or chicken hot dogs.

Organizers are also seeking approx-
imately twelve volunteers to help out 
with the program. If you are interested
in volunteering, send an email to chip-
infoodpantry@gmail.com.

A re-evaluation of the program will
be held at the end of the month. If all is 
successful, the program could become 
more frequent or even permanent in 
the future.

Farmers to Families distribution 
event planned in Charlton
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SPENCER – A Spencer police officer 
has been suspended after he was arrest-
ed following a domestic incident last 
month.

Spencer Police Officer Jason Strniste, 
37, was arrested by Massachusetts State 
Police on March 20. He is facing one 
charge of domestic assault and battery 
against a family or household member. 

On March 22, Strniste plead not guilty 
to the charge. He was released after 
posting $300 bail.

According to the State Police report, 
Strniste was arguing with a 29-year-old 
woman over finances. The argument 
escalated into a physical altercation, 
police said.

Strniste is accused of slamming 
the victim to the ground, according 
to court documents submitted by the 
State Police. Multiple witnesses spoke 
to investigators about what they saw 
and heard at the residence that day. 
Members of the victim’s family were 
present during the incident, police said.

Strniste reportedly told investigators 
that the woman prevented him from 
leaving the residence and then punched 
him. 

Strniste went to the Spencer Police 
station following the incident. The State 
Police barracks was then contacted, 
officials said.

Spencer Police Chief David Darrin 
confirmed to the New Leader that 
Officer Strniste has been suspended. 
Officials did not disclose the length of 
the suspension, or 
whether it is with 
pay.

Neither Strniste 
nor his attor-
ney could not be 
reached for com-
ment in time to 
meet our press 
deadline for this 
week’s edition.

ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Piano Tuning 
 Repair&

GLEN STEVENS

508-885-3705

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Weekend
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Richard Jubinville, Leicester, MA

Richard is being recognized for being generous with his 

time. He posts the weather for Leicester on Facebook through  

the People of Leicester page for years now. Everyone loves it 

and appreciates his dedication for always posting the weather 

year-round and his special thoughts about the weather. He 

also throws in some Leicester history in there as well. He is 

a lifelong Leicester resident. 

Thank you Richard for all that you do for your community.

 – Submitted by Mike Jubinville, Leicester, MA

If you would like to nominate a

PERSON OF THE WEEK, please email your suggestion to  

jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

A Family Business Since 1949
136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562

www.cormierspencer.com
508-885-3385

Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3
Sun & Mon closed

Name: Simon
Breed: English Cocker Spaniel/ 
Australian Shepherd
Sex: Male
Size: Medium
Age: 10 years

We have cats for adoption too!
Second Chance Animal Services Inc.
East Brookfield, MA• (508) 867-5525

www.secondchanceanimals.org

Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Pet of the Week

Hi I’m Simon! I’m about 10 years old, but still have the energy 
of a younger fella. I love my naps and my walks equally! I can be 
quite vocal when I get excited (especially for my food!) so I’d 
probably not be a great fit for apartment living. I’ve loved every 
person I’ve met so far and love to sniff and explore and cuddle 
with stuffed toys. I think I’d prefer to be an only dog because I 
prefer to be just with my people and avoid interacting with oth-
er dogs. If I sound like the pup for you, head down to the shelter 
during any of their open hours so we can meet!

       Electronic
Drop Off 
Center

Free

Computers • Electrical
Mechanical 

Flat Screen TV’s

NO TUBE TV’S

23 Ward Street 
North Brookfield, MA 01535

Spencer resident joins Jimmy 
Fund Walk in sister’s memory

SPENCER — Spencer resident, 
Paula Romano, has joined the  Boston 
Marathon® Jimmy Fund Walk present-
ed by Hyundai in memory of her sister, 
Mary Shamoian. 

“She was my role model in all aspects 
of life,” Romano writes. “Mary was 
sweet, kind, loving and the toughest, 
strongest woman you could meet.  She 
was not only my big sister, but one of 
my best friends, my neighbor and my 
coworker.  She fought so hard for over 
13 years with Colon Cancer.”

“She endured so much pain, many 
surgeries, countless chemo and radia-
tion treatments and did it for over 13 
years without most of the people that 
knew her even realizing just how sick 
she was, because she faced every single 
day with a smile, doing for others and 
barely missing any work days, or events 
for her family and her sister’s fami-
lies,” Romano continues. “She made 
me promise to tell anyone I knew who 
received a cancer diagnosis to get their 
butts into Dana-Farber. That is what I 
do every single time another friend is 
diagnosed and they are always so grate-
ful they made the trip into Boston.” 

Mary’s favorite holiday was 
Christmas. She and her husband, Steve, 
would always host the entire family 
over for Christmas Day. Their house 

would be welcome to anyone who want-
ed to stop by. The happiness would last 
well into the evening surrounded by 
loved ones, family, friends, and neigh-
bors. 

“So it was especially cruel to see 
Mary lose her battle with cancer on 
Christmas Day, 2015,” Romano writes. 
“That holiday will never be the happy 
celebration day it was for so many peo-
ple each year because of Mary.” 

Romano and her family became moti-
vated to join the Jimmy Fund Walk 
with the hope that they may be able to 
help others to not experience the dev-
astating loss they endured from cancer. 
Steve, Mary’s husband, now leads their 
team, In Memory of Mary, as Team 
Captain. 

“The walk has become one of his big-
gest passions in life,” Romano writes. 

The team now consists of Steve, 
Mary’s three children and  their spous-
es, her six grandchildren, her three 
sisters and their significant others, her 
eight nieces and nephews and their 
significant others, her great-nieces and 
nephews, her longtime friends, her 
neighbors,  her coworkers. Last year, 
the team joined together and walked the 
walking path in the Blackstone area. 

“I miss my sister so much every sin-
gle day,” Romano writes. “I hate cancer 

so very much.  I will always use Mary 
as an example to my children and their 
children to come as the type of person 
they should strive to be in all aspects of 
their lives.”

The 2021 Jimmy Fund Walk, sched-
uled to take place virtually on Sunday, 
Oct. 3, will continue to unite the com-
munity to raise funds for the Jimmy 
Fund to support all forms of adult 
and pediatric patient care and cancer 
research at the nation’s premier cancer 
center, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
Whether participating for themselves, 
loved ones, neighbors, or co-workers, 
each walker shares a common purpose: 
to support breakthroughs that will ben-
efit cancer patients around the world.

Participants are encouraged to walk 
their way virtually, whether it be in 
their neighborhoods, hiking trails, or 
their own treadmills! The Jimmy Fund 
Walk has raised more than $150 million 
for Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in its 
30+ year history. To register for the 
Walk (#JimmyFundWalk) or to support 
a walker, visit www.JimmyFundWalk.
org or call (866) 531-9255. This year’s 
event will have a lower fundraising 
requirement, $100 for adults and $25 for 
those under 18, with a $5 registration 
fee.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Last week, the Baker-
Polito Administration announced the 
vaccination timeline for all remaining 
residents.

On March 22, all residents age 60-plus 
became eligible to receive the COVID-
19 vaccine. On April 5, all residents 
55-plus will become eligible, as well as 
residents with one medical condition.

On April 19, the general public will be 
able to schedule a vaccine appointment 
(ages 16 and older). The full vaccine 
timeline is available at www.mass.gov/
COVIDVaccinePhases.  

“The Administration has received 
assurances from the federal govern-
ment that an increased vaccine supply 
will be available to states soon,” Gov. 
Charlie Baker said. “Depending on sup-
ply, it could take weeks for people to be 
notified that an appointment is avail-
able at a mass vaccination site.”

Officials expect that more vaccina-
tion sites will come online in April. 

Last week, the state received approx-
imately 170,000 first doses of the vac-
cine, including 8,000 doses of the J&J 
vaccine. In total, the Commonwealth 
received 316,000 first and second doses 
as part of the latest state allocation. 

The state is also adding more mobile 
vaccination clinics to support long-term 

care facilities, congregate care, low-in-
come senior housing, and homebound 
individuals. The goal is to ensure that 
no seniors are denied an opportunity to 
receive the vaccine simply because they 
do not have transportation.

Looking ahead, state officials contin-
ue to rely heavily on communications 
from the federal level. 

“Weekly allocations are subject to 
change based on federal availability, 
demand from providers, and obliga-
tions to meet second doses,” Baker said. 
“Providers have ten days to use their 
doses and must meet specific perfor-
mance thresholds.”

In addition to the weekly state allo-
cation of vaccines, the federal govern-
ment also distributes doses to CVS 
Health sites as part of the Federal Retail 
Pharmacy Partnership.

Individuals looking to book vaccine 
appointments should visit www.mass.
gov/COVIDvaccine.

Baker also announced a new $24.7 
million investment in the administra-
tion’s Vaccine Equity Initiative. This 
program was created to increase trust 
and vaccine acceptance among resi-
dents, as well as enhanced equity across 
all locations and demographics.

“Recognizing equity as a critical com-
ponent of the state’s vaccine distribu-
tion plan, the Department of Public 

Health is working closely with 20 hard-
est hit communities in Massachusetts 
as they identify their specific commu-
nity needs, further building on existing 
support,” Baker said. “These funds will 
also provide direct vaccine administra-
tion to populations that are not effec-
tively reached through existing vaccine 
supply channels.”

State officials are also working to 
increase collaboration with communi-
ty partners, faith-based organizations, 
health centers, and minority-owned 
business leaders, among others.

Additionally, Baker is promoting 
the newly created COVID-19 Vaccine 
Ambassador Program, which has 
helped residents across the state access 
vital information about the vaccine. 
The program includes a multilingual 
public awareness campaign, as well as 
volunteers tasked with helping to iden-
tify community-based solutions.

The administration’s Vaccine Equity 
Initiative focuses on 20 cities and towns 
with the greatest COVID-19 case bur-
den. They include Boston, Brockton, 
Chelsea, Everett, Fall River, Fitchburg, 
Framingham, Haverhill, Holyoke, 
Lawrence, Leominster, Lowell, Lynn, 
Malden, Methuen, New Bedford, 
Randolph, Revere, Springfield, and 
Worcester.

To learn more about the state’s vac-
cine program, visit www.mass.gov.

Baker lays out vaccination timeline

Spencer officer suspended 
following domestic 

assault charges

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!
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Lavin is always working hard 
behind the scenes to ensure 
an unforgettable experience. 
Past D.C. trips have featured 
visits to the Capitol Building 
and the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery.

“Students learn what it 
means to be proud, benevolent 
American citizens through the 
lessons Christine Lavin pro-
vides them, the example she 
sets for them, and her tireless 
commitment to our local and 
national communities,” read 
the Post 138 statement. 

In addition to planning the 
D.C. trip, Lavin can often be 
found chaperoning at school 
dances; helping with the hol-
iday season Saturday craft 
fair held at EBES each year; 
planning Field Day activities 
alongside her colleagues; and 
helping to arrange trivia chal-
lenges, reading events, and 
other programs that keep stu-
dents engaged throughout the 
year.

Lavin also serves as one of 
her school’s liaisons to the 
media, helping to ensure that 
the community knows about 
the achievements of students 
and staff.

“She not only models com-
munity commitment – she 
builds students’ understand-
ing of it by organizing and 
facilitating many communi-
ty events,” read the Post 138 
statement.

The Post also nominated 
Lavin for consideration by the 
selection committee for the 
statewide award. 

“We wish you all the best 
in your search for statewide 
Educator of the Year, but we 
believe you will find none bet-
ter than Ms. Christine Lavin,” 
Post 138 members wrote to 
state selection committee 
members.

SEBRSD officials 
join Post 138 mem-
bers in congratulating 
Lavin on the award. 
This past year, Lavin 
and her colleagues at 
EBES went the extra 
mile to make sure all 
of their students were 

successful in hybrid learn-
ing or fully remote learning, 
if they opted for that model. 
EBES teachers were also 
instrumental in helping their 
students get accustomed to an 
unprecedented way of learn-
ing, with Zooms and social dis-
tancing becoming a way of life.

“I speak for all of us 
within the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School 
District when I say, we 
couldn’t agree more with 
the American Legion,” said 
SEBRSD Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “Congratulations, 
Ms. Christine Lavin, on this 
well-deserved recognition. Our 
learning community could not 
be more proud of you and the 
skill and professionalism you 
demonstrate daily as a mem-
ber of our faculty.” 

LAVIN
continued from page A1
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REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$572,500, 8 W Main St, Puliafico, 

Paul K, and Puliafico, Melissa L, to 
Montessori Academies

LEICESTER
$625,000, 103 Moose Hill Rd, Haley 

LT, and Haley, David A, to Dintino, 
Michael H, and Dintino, Jennifer.

$500,000, 385 Main St, Canane, 
Jeffrey S, to Kamdhenu LLC.

$380,000, 158 White Birch St, Smith, 
Jeremy R, to Eckland, Steven M, and 
Gallagher, Bonnie L.

$307,000, 22 Carleton Rd, Clark, 
Jeffrey, and Clark, Carolyn, to Marsh, 
Amanda.

$225,000, 357 Main St, Canane, 
Susan T, to Kamdhenu LLC

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$170,000, 47 Barnes Rd, Woodward, 

Thomas J, and Woodward, Michelle 
L, to Trenholm, Donald R, and 
Trenholm, Carrie L.

$165,000, 64 Walnut St, Tourtillotte, 
Susan I, and Tourtillotte, James, to 
Austin, John J.

$163,500, 26 Ryan Rd #3, Robinson, 
Sarah L, to Sloat, Nicholas.

SPENCER
$300,000, 57 Grove St, Lanoue-

Carrizo, Lorena, and Lanoue-
Carrizo, Hannah, to Norwood-Davies, 
Benjamin.

$281,000, 16 Greenville St, Morley, 
Edward M, to Delvalle, Raymond.

$250,000, 17 Cherry St, Carver, 
Harold J, and Carver, Linda, to Disho, 
Gjergji, and Disho, Kreuza.

$40,000, Wire Village Rd, Lacroix, 
Victor A, and Lacroix, Annette M, to 
SJC Development Inc.

WARREN
$230,000, 44 Nelson St, Fountain& 

Sons Const Co, to Ayolphi, Izabella C.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$437,500, 63 New Braintree Rd, 

Brown, Bill J, and Brown, Denise M, 
to Leger, Anthony, and Leger, Diane.

$330,000, 40 Central St, Damon, 
Donald F, and Damon, Beth A, to 
Healy, Henry J, and Young, Kirsten 
L.

New Building Inspector 
feeling “at home” 

in Leicester
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – In his first few months on the 
job, Building Inspector Michael Silva has enjoyed 
working with residents, business owners, and 
officials.

Having held a Massachusetts construction 
supervisor’s license for 14 years – in addition to 
owning a construction and remodeling company 
– Silva brings plenty of experience to his new role. 
He was thrilled to accept the Leicester position in 
November and get to work right away.

“I was looking to pursue the next step in my 
career to become a building inspector,” Silva told 
the New Leader. “When I saw the job opening in 
Leicester, I felt it would be a great fit. I have lived 
in towns about the size of Leicester for a good por-
tion of my life and enjoy that atmosphere.” 

Silva thanks all of the officials and residents who 
have helped him make a seamless transition to his 
new position. From the first day, he felt right at 
home in Leicester.

“All of the town employees and residents have 
been a pleasure to get to know and work with. 
I look forward to coming to work every day,” 
added Silva, who also serves as Leicester’s Zoning 
Enforcement Officer. 

After graduating from Bryant University with 
a degree in business, Silva went on to earn his 
construction supervisor’s license and establish 
his company. This career has provided him with 
many years of hands-on experience in construc-
tion and remodeling, which he relies upon daily as 
Leicester’s Building Inspector.  

“My biggest priority is to look out for the best 
interest of homeowners and residents,” Silva said. 

“I am focused on being helpful, respectful, fair, and 
informative to residents, contractors, and business 
owners. I plan to be flexible in scheduling inspec-
tions and work closely with homeowners and 
contractors to get their permit applications and 
required inspections done promptly to help them 
keep their projects on schedule.”

Photo Courtesy

Michael Silva is Leicester’s new Building Inspector and 
Zoning Enforcement Officer.

Leicester Arts 
Council announces 
grant awards

LEICESTER — The 
Leicester Arts Council has 
awarded eleven grants total-
ing $8,327 to artists, speak-
ers, musicians, teachers 
and local organizations to 
bring an impressive range 
of cultural programs to a 
broad audience in Leicester.  
These awards are support-
ed by funding allocated by 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council.  

This year’s LAC grant 
awards include:

$650 to Yankee Notions 
and $600 to SloGrass for folk 
music concerts at the annu-
al Leicester Harvest Fair in 
September 2021.

$4,000 to the Leicester 
Summer Concert Series for 
this summer’s Concerts on 
the Common.

$200 to the Leicester Senior 
Center for the Women’s 
History lecture “Short Skirts, 
Oh, My” by Anne Barrett. 

$997 to Heather Stapel 
and fellow teachers at the 
Leicester Middle School for 
the Grade 6 Art & Writing 
Project, “Reflections of a 
Pandemic.”

$650 to Scott Jameson 
for a Magic and Juggling 
Performance at the McAuley 
Nazareth Home for Boys.

$950 to the Leicester 
Historical Society for four 

programs: “A Visit by Peter 
Salem” and “An Evening 
with George Washington” 
presented by Cambridge 
Historical Tours; “To End 
All Wars: Songs of the 1st 
World War” presented by 
Rick Spencer and Dawn 
Indemuehle; and “Peddling 
Your Wares: Itinerant 
Merchants in New England” 
presented by Tom Kelleher.

$280 to Rhondae Drafts 
for Hip Hop Dance Chair 
Exercise for Seniors to be 
held at the Leicester Senior 
Center.

The Leicester Arts Council 
is part of a network of 329 
Local Cultural Councils serv-
ing all 351 cities and towns 
in the Commonwealth. The 
LCC Program is the largest 
grassroots cultural fund-
ing network in the nation, 
supporting thousands of 
community-based projects 
in the arts, sciences and 
humanities every year. The 
state legislature provides 
an annual appropriation to 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council, a state agency, which 
then allocates funds to each 
community. Information and 
forms are available online at 
(www.masscultural council.
org). Applications for the 
next funding cycle are due 
Oct. 15.

If it’s 
important to 

you,

It’s important 
to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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Your area guide to local businesses!

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 3/29/21 was $2.32 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grilling
Season Is Here

Crooked Creek Farm

2lb NY Sirloin
2lb Ground Beef
2lb Country Ribs

$5800
($68.00 value)

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

NEW LOCATION:
1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge

508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

Think 
Spring

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Great Finds – Great Bargains 
“Something for Everyone!”

Low, Low Prices, Home Décor, Housewares, 
Toys, Clothes, Furniture & More!

DONATIONS WELCOME
Please contact the Parish Office at 508-859-8083 

or Donna Jyringi at 774-262-5219

STORE HOURS:
TUES  5pm – 7pm • WED 9am – NOON

THURS 2pm – 5pm • SAT 9am-1pm

759 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524

    & 
Furniture 

Annex

FURNITURE ANNEX 
Saturday, April 10 from 9am to 3pm

759 Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

Join us

Bring your friends and family and receive a free gi� 
(no purchase necessary) and a chance to Spin the 

Wheel for discounts on purchases made, tickets for 
our Spring Wreath Ra�e, and more! 

Please contact the St. Joseph’s Parish O�ce at 508-859-8083
 or Donna Jyringi at 774-262-5219

GREAT FINDS • GREAT BARGAINS • LOW LOW PRICES!
• Clothing and Shoes
• Pocketbooks
• Home Décor
• Pictures
• Housewares

• Linens & Curtains
• Crafts & Toys
• Baby Items
•…and now Furniture!
NO TV’S OR COMPUTERS PLEASE

Donations always welcome of Gently Used…

OF OUR

FOR ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION

CALL 508-764-4325

Lamoureux Ford earns 
President’s Award

EAST BROOKFIELD 
— Lamoureux Ford was 
among a select group of 
Ford dealerships, less 
than 10 percent of deal-
ers nationwide, to be 
recognized with the 2020 
President’s Award by 
Ford Motor Company — 
one of three Ford deal-
erships in Massachusetts 
to win this award! The 
prestigious award hon-
ors dealerships that have 
excelled in automotive 
retailing in 2020 by pro-

viding exceptional cus-
tomer sales and service 
satisfaction.

“Earning this award is 
a reflection of our entire 
staff’s commitment to 
delivering the best cus-
tomer experience possi-
ble,” said Lamoureux 
Ford’s owners, Marc and 
Lionel Lamoureux. “We 
couldn’t be more proud to 
receive this recognition, 
especially since it comes 
from the people we value 
most — our customers. 

They’re the reason we 
were able to achieve this 
award.”

The President’s Award 
was established in 1998. 
Dealers become eligible 
through survey respons-
es from the customers 
related to their sales and 
service satisfaction.

Lamoureux Ford has 
won the President’s 
Award for the 24th year 
in a row, and 27 times 
overall.

SPENCER – Police were on the look-
out last week for a pair of men suspect-
ed of leaving an empty baby stroller on 
the CSX rail line. 

The incident took place overnight on 
March 26. The stroller was struck by a 
train, police said, and the CSX crew did 
not know at the time whether a baby 
was inside.

“A very distraught engineer imme-
diately reported the incident. We are 
working with CSX Railroad Police to 
try to identify the two individuals,” 
read a March 26 statement issued by the 

Spencer Police Department. 
The incident was one of several recent 

crimes in which items were intentional-
ly left on the tracks, police said. It is 
illegal for non-railroad employees to 
trespass on rail lines and other railroad 
property. 

As of our press deadline this week, 
police were still searching for the sus-
pects. Anyone with information on the 
incident is asked to call Spencer Police 
Det. Christopher Inzerillo at 508-885-
6333.

WEST BROOKFIELD 
— West Brookfield 
Elementary School has 
released its honor roll for 
the second trimester of 
the 2020-2021 school year.

Grade 5 
High Honor Roll: Violet 

Atwood, Olivia Goodale, 
Austin Letourneau, 
Isabelle Manzaro, Jonas 
Rossi, Connor Snay, 
Caroline Stevens

Honor Roll: Harper 
Bradley, Lincoln Brown, 
Sofia Goodwin, Olivia 

Iwaniec, Braden Luce, 
Alyssa Lussier, Bryann 
Lussier, Addison 
Masterjohn, Woodman 
Moulton, Sierra Peck, 
Amiya Robertson, Izaak 
Santiago, Tyler Snow

Grade 6 
High Honor Roll: Sierra 

Brote, Hunter Dodson, 
Nicholas Fazzuoli, 
Brielle Gerulaitis, 
Carly Goodwin, Riley 
Gray, Lexi Kelly, Emma 
Landine, Maxwell 
Podkowka, Connor 

Yurkunas
Honor Roll: Sean 

Allen, Abigail Brown, 
Trace Carrington, 
Megan Clark, Breann 
Convery, Scott Garrand, 
Lillian Grover, Aubrey 
Lewis, Kadence Martin, 
Alex Majorowski, Katie 
Manzaro, Eric Neely, 
Sophia Paolucci, Olivia 
Petersen, Persephone 
Piermarini, Caden 
Prinsen, Lillian Sturges, 
Jacob Tambolleo, Reed 
Waz

Police investigate 
stroller left on 
railroad tracks

West Brookfield 
Elementary School 

honor roll
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Bright yellow daffodils, colorful 
tulips and fragrant hyacinths brighten 
our spring gardens. Give them the care 
they need to extend their spring display 
and keep them coming back for years.

Hybrid tulips and hyacinths are short-
lived stars of the spring garden. They 
bloom profusely the first spring, but the 
number of flowers decline each year. 
You may want to treat these like annu-
als, carefully removing them from the 
garden to avoid damaging any remain-
ing plants. Toss these in the compost 
pile and start planning for their replace-
ments. It is a great opportunity to try 
something new and freshen the look of 
your spring garden.  If you are looking 
for a permanent replacement, consider 
using species tulips that are less florif-
erous but return each year.

Add a few years to the life of hybrid 
tulips and daffodils and get the most 
from all your long-lived spring flow-
ering bulbs with proper care. Water 
spring gardens thoroughly whenever 
the top few inches of soil are crumbly 
and just slightly moist. Spring rains 
often take care of this task, but when 
they don’t it is easy to forget to pro-
vide spring gardens with the water 
they need. Providing the right amount 
of water when needed will keep your 
bulbs looking their best.  

Bulbs often receive sufficient nutri-
ents at the time of planting or when 
the other plants in the garden are fer-
tilized. Apply fertilizer to established 

bulb plantings, if needed, as the leaves 
begin to emerge from the soil.  Use a 
low nitrogen, slow-release fertilizer to 
encourage slow steady growth. Follow 
the label directions so you apply the 
recommended amount for the area you 
are fertilizing.

Remove spent flowers on tulips and 
hyacinths you plan to keep so the 
energy is directed back into the bulbs 
instead of setting seeds.  Do the same if 
you want to improve the appearance of 
daffodils.  Leave allium seed heads in 
place to extend their beautiful contribu-
tion to the garden. Remove these before 
they drop their seeds if you want to 
limit the number of seedlings sprouting 
in next year’s garden. The same is true 
for grape hyacinths and squills. The 
only reason to remove their faded flow-
ers is to slow down the spread.

Leave the leaves on your bulbs until 
they naturally yellow and dry.  The 
leaves produce energy needed for beau-
tiful blooms next spring.  The longer 
you leave the leaves intact, the more 
energy and better bloom for next sea-
son.

Hide the declining bulb leaves by 
planting annuals between the bulbs.  Or 
add perennial flowers that return each 
year for a more permanent solution.  As 
the bulbs decline, the perennials will 
grow and mask the declining foliage. 
Try mixing spring flowering perennials 
for double the impact or combine with 
summer and fall bloomers to extend the 
floral show.

Take some pictures of your spring 
bulb display and make notes of the 
areas where you want to add some 
color. Then order early for the best 
selection and to make sure you are 
ready for bulb planting season next fall.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 
gardening books, including Small Space 

Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything”DVD series 
and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio program. 

Myers is also a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Her Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Care for spring flowering bulbs

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Melinda Myers

Providing proper care to tulips and other spring flowering bulbs will extend your enjoyment 
and keep them coming back for years.

Hi! My name is Aylin  
and I like to joke around!

Aylin is a girl of Hispanic de-
scent with a great sense of hu-
mor who loves to draw. Those 
who meet Aylin immediately 
note her big smile, and it is 
clear that she takes pride in 
her appearance. Aylin enjoys 
working on craft projects, play-
ing outside, riding her bike, and 
watching television. Aylin likes 
school and forms friendships 
well with additional support. 
She currently receives extra 
supports in class for social and 
emotional needs.

Legally freed for adoption, Ay-
lin is very much looking for-
ward to becoming part of a 

loving family. Her social worker feels that she will do best in a family with 
two mothers, a mother and a father, or a single mother. Aylin will do well 
as an only child or with siblings that are older than her. She should be 
the youngest in the home, if possible. A family for Aylin must support her 
relationship with her younger sister, as well as help her visit with her bio-
logical mother twice a year, as specified in an Open Adoption Agreement.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Aylin
Age 12

though the 2020-21 school year has deliv-
ered unimaginable challenges, the stu-
dents have worked hard to keep their 
skills sharp.

“This year, auditions were very dif-
ferent due to COVID, but we still had to 
work very hard to get in,” Morrison told 
the New Leader. “Being selected is an 
honor, and a way to look back and see 
how much I have improved since I last 
picked up the clarinet in sixth grade. 
I had to work hard to make up for the 
three years I had missed on clarinet, so 
this was a huge accomplishment for me. 
Since this is my third time getting in, it 
will be interesting to see how different 
the experience is virtual rather than in 
person.” 

For Francis, 2021 provided an opportu-
nity for redemption after a disappointing 
audition result last February.

“My experience was filled with the 
trial and error of taking multiple vid-
eos to have options when submission 
day came around,” Francis said. “A vir-
tual audition quelled most of the reg-
ular in-person performance anxiety. 

Being selected for the band was a huge 
thrill as soon as I saw the email subject 
‘Congratulations!’ This past year was a 
year of growth for all of us, and in my 
case this growth made possible a com-
pletely different audition result than my 
attempt last year.”

Pietri, like many of her bandmates, 
has high hopes for her musical journey 
in school and beyond.

“I chose to play the flute because I 
have always loved music and want to 
have music in my career. My audition 
experience was excited, nerve-wracking, 
and satisfying.” 

For Delage, an eighth grader who plays 
the bells (also known as the glockenspiel), 
it was rewarding to meet the demands of 
a challenging audition.

“I had to play a presto song (very fast), 
which was difficult to play. I managed 
to do it, though, and I was very proud 
of myself for that,” Delage said. “I also 
tried out and made it last year, and the 
experience was way different because 
it was in-person and we had to do a lot 
more stuff like scales and sight reading. 
When I found out I made the band, I was 
very happy and proud of myself for all 
the hard work I put in to try to make it.”

BAND
continued from page A1

share many quality relationships 
with our local and state officials in 
the Southern Worcester County Region 
of Massachusetts, which include our 
local Boards of Health in Spencer and 
East Brookfield, as well as the Spencer 
Fire and Emergency Services and the 
Rutland vaccination program. None of 
this would be possible without every-
one coming together to make this clinic 
a priority.”

More than 225 SEBRSD faculty mem-
bers, staff, students, and volunteers 
were vaccinated during the first ses-
sion. All school nurses assisted with 
the clinic.

“Vaccines were an important part of 
our district’s school reopening plans, 
and are considered essential in provid-
ing everyone with the peace of mind 
they were seeking as we work toward 
full in-person learning, five days per 
week in April,” Haughey added.

The second dose of the Pfizer vaccine 
will be provided by the Rutland vaccine 
team and Spencer Fire and Emergency 
Services on Friday, April 9. The pro-
gram will take place in the David Prouty 
High School gymnasium from 2–5 p.m. 
Only members of the school community 
who are registered for their second dose 

can take part in the program.  
For school officials, it’s a major relief 

to be returning full-time to the class-
room with the additional protection of 
a vaccination.

“We were so proud to be able to 
host this historic event,” said DPHS 
Principal Elizabeth York. “It gave not 
only our faculty and staff, but also our 
seniors who are doing educational 
internships, a chance to be vaccinated. 
We are tremendously grateful to all 
of the school nurses, the Spencer and 
Rutland Fire Departments, and every-
one else who came out to help.”

SEBRSD leaders plan to welcome 
back all Prouty students for full-time 
in-person learning, beginning on April 
26. 

“Having the adults in our school com-
munity fully vaccinated by then adds a 
level of comfort and safety for all,” York 
added.

Spencer Fire Department members 
were happy to be involved in the clinic. 
The department thanks everyone who 
took the time to make the program 
happen.

“We were fortunate enough, with the 
assistance of the Rutland regional vacci-
nation site, to vaccinate our school dis-
trict today,” read a statement released 
by the SFD. “Thank you to Rutland and 
all the volunteers.”

VACCINATION
continued from page A1

Buxton, Maine - Alvin Ross 
Anderson, Ross 73, passed December 
22, 2020. Ross was born June 29, 1947 in 
Buffalo, New York to the late Charles 
Thomas Anderson and Alice Marion 
(Freeman) Anderson. He is survived 
by his daughters Siri Blanchette and 
her husband Joshua of York, Maine 
and Bridgette Faber of Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, a son Eric Anderson of Palm 
Bay, Florida, brother Wesley Anderson 
and wife Marcia of New Braintree, 
Massachusetts, a niece Kjersten 
Anderson and nephews Jakob and 
Lukas Anderson also of New Braintree, 
Massachusetts also four grandchildren, 
Ashton, Desmond and Jada Blanchette 
and Alexander Faber. He was prede-
ceased by a brother Charles Anderson. 

Ross was raised in North Brookfield 
Massachusetts, graduated from North 
Brookfield High School in 1965 and 
received his Bachelors Degree from the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
He also held a Masters Degree in 
Marine Biology from the University of 
Maine, Orono. Ross had a life long inter-
est in Amateur Radio and Electronics 
earning his first Amateur license as a 
teen (K1TNT, later W1TNT). He made a 
career in Electronics and Information 
Technology. Ross had a passion for 
music and played Banjo and Guitar. 
He enjoyed time outdoors around his 
home in Maine and Seacoast. Always 
willing to reach out to others, he will 
be missed. 73s

Alvin Ross Anderson, 73

OBITUARIES
WORCESTER- Paul R. MacDonald, 

77, of Worcester died Monday, March 
22nd in St. Vincent Hospital.

  He leaves two 
brothers; Philip 
R. MacDonald and 
his wife Patricia of 
Spencer and Bruce 
E. MacDonald of 
Lunenburg and sev-
eral nieces and neph-
ews. He was prede-
ceased by a brother 

Peter R. MacDonald and a sister Moira 
Jeanne MacDonald and both parents.

  Paul was born in Medford, son 
of Roderick and Dorothy (O›Neil) 

MacDonald. He served his country 
in the United States Navy during the 
Vietnam War. He was a machine oper-
ator at Norton Co. for several years 
before retiring. He enjoyed fishing and 
loved bbq grilling and smoking. He was 
a talented artist and studied art at the 
Norman Rockwell Art School.

 A private graveside service in 
Central Cemetery, Dunstable, MA will 
be held at the convenience of the fam-
ily. Due to Covid 19 no other services 
are planned. J. HENRI MORIN & SON 
FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple Terr., 
Spencer is directing funeral arrange-
ments.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Paul R. MacDonald, 77
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MAIN STREET 
DRAIN CLEARING &

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Wallpaper 
Painting 
Plumbing 
Carpenter 
Flooring 

If we don’t do it you 
don’t need it done! 

Senior Citizen (65+) 
Discounts 

Give me a Call 
Rich at 

508-963-1191 

DRAINS/HANDYMAN

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest ControlPAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
log cabin  

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring 
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Central
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUUD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • Up to 1250 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial
& Residential

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 4/30/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDERBEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook: 

Brian Wood Electrician 

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J
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To the Editor:
In the Jan. 15 edition of this newspaper, 

Sam Biaghetti, the Democratic candidate 
for the 5th Worcester District, asked pub-
licly where Donnie Berthiaume stood on 
the issue of whether the loser of an elec-
tion should concede. Mr. Berthiaume 
was asked whether elections should be 
respected or if there should be a con-
certed effort to overturn the results if 
they are undesirable. Mr. Berthiaume 
was asked whether he believed that Joe 
Biden was the (then) president-elect and 
whether Mr. Berthiaume believed that 
Joe Biden should take office on Jan. 20.

Mr. Biaghetti had a special relationship 
with Mr. Berthiaume in that they both 
competed for the same Massachusetts 
House of Representatives seat, and Mr. 
Berthiaume won by a substantial mar-
gin of 24.6 points. Mr. Biaghetti conceded 
as soon as it was clear he lost, extended 
his congratulations, and offered his good 
wishes. Mr. Berthiaume’s silence as to 
whether other candidates who lose elec-
tions should act the same, and his silence 
regarding reality which was disputed at 
the time was very telling. 

How losers should act, how winners 
should act, whether we should accept 
the results of elections or attempt to 
overturn them, and whether or not lies 
should be presented as truth has nothing 
to do with party. Whether we respect our 
elections or not boils down to a funda-
mental belief in democracy as a system, 
government by, of and for the people. 
The alternative where we only respect 
elections we win and we attempt to over-
turn elections we lose is “end justified 
the means” tyranny.  

I pulled the thread Mr. Biaghetti start-
ed by expanding the question to Rep. 
Durant. Both Reps. Berthiaume & Durant 
represent most of the circulation area of 
this newspaper, both are Republican, 
both supported former President Trump 
during his term in office, and both repre-
sent the people of their districts.  

Neither Durant nor Berthiaume are 
stupid. They know that President Biden 
won the 2020 election fair and square. 
This can be corroborated with the fact 
that former President Trump lost the 
popular vote by a large margin in 2016, 
his approval ratings were never posi-

tive during his entire term, his approv-
al ratings declined over his term, and 
even Republicans officials who endorsed 
Trump in 2020 in Republican controlled 
states certified Biden’s clear win. The 
former president’s 60-odd lawsuits 
were thrown out of court including the 
Supreme Court, of which three members 
were appointed by him, refused to hear. 

During a time of great consternation 
in the country, they failed at their basic 
duty to lead and clear the air as mil-
lions of people believed the lies and mis-
information being fed to them by the 
former president. Whether they think 
we should respect elections that aren’t 
won by their preferred candidate or we 
should try and overturn them is an open 

If you’re planning to retire in just a few 
years, you may be getting excited about 
this next phase of your life. However, 
your ability to enjoy retirement fully will 
depend, at least partially, on the resourc-
es you can draw from your investment 
portfolio. So, while you still have time 
to act, ask yourself if you’re comfortable 
with your portfolio’s risk level.

Your relationship with risk can change 
noticeably over time. 
When you started saving 
for retirement, you may 
have been willing to take 
on more investment risk, 
which translated into a 
relatively high percentage 
of stocks and stock-based 
mutual funds in your 
investment portfolio. As 
you know, stocks offer 
the potential for greater 
returns than other assets 
– such as bonds and cer-
tificates of deposit (CDs) 
– but they are also typi-

cally more volatile and carry more risk. 
But when you were many decades away 
from retirement, you had sufficient time 
to recover from market fluctuations. (Of 
course, there are no guarantees – it’s pos-
sible that some stocks will lose value and 
never regain it.)

Now, fast forward to where you are 
now – closing in on retirement. Even 
at this stage of your life – and, in fact, 
even during your retirement – you will 
need some growth-oriented investments 
to help stay ahead of inflation. Over time, 
even a low inflation rate, such as we’ve 
had the past several years, can erode 
your purchasing power. 

So, the issue isn’t this: “Should I get 
rid of all my risk?” You shouldn’t – and, 
in fact, you couldn’t, because all invest-
ments, even the ones considered most 
“conservative,” contain some type of 
risk, even if it isn’t the risk of loss of 
principal. For instance, some invest-
ments run the risk of not keeping up 
with inflation. Instead, ask yourself these 
questions: “How much risk should I take 
within my portfolio?” “How much risk 
do I actually need to achieve my goals in 
retirement?”

Of course, there are no one-size-fits-
all answers. You’ll need to look at your 
investment portfolio to see if it’s posi-
tioned to provide you with the income 
you’ll require in your retirement years. 
You might have initially based your 
financial strategy on a specific type of 
retirement lifestyle, but now that you’re 
nearing retirement, perhaps you’ve 
changed your mind. Your anticipated 
new lifestyle might require either more 
or less income than you had originally 
projected – and if that’s the case, you may 
need to adjust the risk level in your port-
folio or make other adjustments.

For example, suppose you had initial-
ly envisioned a rather quiet retirement, 
sticking around your home, volunteering 
and spending time with your grandchil-
dren. But in recent years – and especially 
since the confinement many of us have 
felt during the COVID-19 pandemic – you 
may have thought that you’d now like to 
travel extensively. To achieve this goal, 
which will likely cost more than your 
original one, you may have to work lon-
ger, or invest more each year until you 
retire, or seek a higher return on your 
investments – which means accepting 
more risk.

As you can see, managing risk is a bal-
ancing act – and you may need to make 
some tough choices. But as long as you’re 
aware of how much risk you can take, 
and how much risk you may need to take 
to reach your goals, you can develop a 
strategy that aligns with your objectives.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or 
jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.
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To the Editor:
For the past year, this great coun-

try of ours has really had its share of 
extreme misfortune and suffering. A 
pandemic on a scale the likes of which 
hasn’t been experienced in over a cen-
tury, the ugliest of presidential elec-
tions that I can remember, a storming 
of the Capitol building that could only 
be imagined in movies, and probably 
worst of all, mass shootings in common 
public areas taking place practically 
on a weekly basis. It does stop you in 
your tracks and makes you wonder, 
has everyone gone completely insane? 
Will we ever have a chance to return to 
‘normalcy’ or anything close to it?

Again, Mom always taught us when 
things look the bleakest, try your best 
to find a silver lining. I think I’ve found 
one, and it’s right here in River City, 
a.k.a. East Brookfield. 

Having reached the age where both 
my wife and I are now considered 
‘seniors,’ neither one of us looked for-
ward to trying to navigate the Web sites 
on the Internet in search of making 
appointments for our vaccines. Come 
to find out, we didn’t have to. The town 
of East Brookfield’s Board of Health, 
under Mark Morin, in conjunction 
with the town’s Senior Center, being 

manned by Priscilla Berthiaume and 
Cheryl Brodak, have come to the res-
cue. After a brief meeting with Ms. 
Brodak, an appointment was booked 
through her skills and due diligence 
in a matter of three days to take place 
at the Armory in Southbridge (via 
Harrington Hospital). Her effort, along 
with the foresight of both the Board 
and the Senior Center have saved 
many people the agony and frustration 
of trying to do it alone. And while we’re 
at it, kudos to the staff at the Armory 
— from the parking attendants calm-
ing anxious appointees worried about 
being late, to the greeters at the main 
entrance politely explaining the proce-
dure to follow, to the receptionists who 
entered your patient info, to the nurses 
who administered the vaccine, and to 
the exit staff who made sure no ill 
after effects were witnessed. And this 
procedure was repeated again in three 
weeks’ time with the same positive, 
cheerful attitudes.  

A huge “Thank You” to all involved 
in this massive undertaking. It proves 
what I’ve always believed - that when 
things get tough the tough get going.

ANDREW NEWTON
EAST BROOKFIELD

Silver linings

To the Editor:  
Mr. Har-Yarok, Joe Biden received 

more votes, in more states, and he is 
currently serving as our President. 
Whether he “won” anything or not is 
debatable – in my humble opinion. My 
“compare/contrast term paper” anal-
ogy had absolutely nothing to do with 
the election results, but rather dealt 
with misinformation and nothing else. 
After you have your ears checked, you 
may want to have your eyes checked.

Did you receive your mental health 
training before, during or after you 
earned your engineering degree? You 
claim that I don’t have a firm grip on 
reality, and you have diagnosed that 
President Trump may be delusional 
and in need of an involuntary commit-
ment. Of course, he may be a patholog-
ical liar which, I believe, is a mental 
health disorder as well. That seems to 
me to be border-line libel, but I digress.

What you can prove is, and always 
will be, relevant, and you know full 
well I never wrote anything different. 
I was referring to President Trump’s 
decision not to concede – his decision, 
and not yours. Your facts, your beliefs 
and your proof are not relevant to his 
decision, and you know that. The only 
fact that is relevant is that he will not 
concede- end of story. I can’t remember 
the last time I even saw a rabbit hole, 
and at more than 250 pounds, I really 
don’t think I would be able to fit down 
one.

Please Note: Before the 2020 election, 
if we were able to sell California to 

Mexico and New York state to 
Canada, President Trump would have 
been reelected by 36,363 individual 
votes and 36 electoral votes. Of course, 
that is absurd. But, New York state and 

In response to Har-Yarok

To the Editor:
Blame this letter on my four-year-old 

grandson.
 First, a Biden team prepared, Congress 

approved, and the President signed the 
Covid Relief Bill. While not perfect, it con-
tains a lot of wonderful things, especially 
for our kids. 

It ranks as phenomenally good for 
America. We can take pride that our offi-
cials a produced a program that: 

- helps families with family financial 
assistance stimulus checks, and unem-
ployment benefits

- help ours kids get better educated 
including by assisting schools to safely 
reopen, giving child care support, and 
assisting for colleges and their at-risk 
students, and 

- provides housing assistance for the 
close to and homeless and those facing it.

This especially helps the 2,500,000 
American children (one in every thir-
ty) who, through no fault of their own, 
are homeless.in perhaps the wealthiest 
- but most caring, country in the world. 

the highest rate of childhood poverty in 
developed countries). 

The best and most important part of the 
stimulus plan centers on tax relief and 
direct cash grants (allowances) of up to 
$3,600 for every American child. Grants 
like this come a proven game changer for 
helping less well-off children grow into 
informed, educated, productive adults. 

Child grants and similar approach-
es in America didn’t begin with Biden. 
President Nixon and his team prepared 
a much discussed proposal in the early 
1970’s. 

Nor are child grants that unusual. 
Many successful countries use it every 
day, both because they think innocent 
children deserve a fair chance and 
because the realize the need for the larg-
est possible productive labor force. For 
example, Canada, England and France 
provide universal child grants. 

Nor are children’s grants only liked by 
“liberals.” True conservatives who don’t 

Good news for all our kids, and a letter 
that’s dangerously wrong 

It isn’t me who deserves an answer, it’s 
you

EDITORIAL

Springtime
legends

The first day of spring just passed us 
by on March 20. Now that we are over 
the hump and into the rainy, sunny, 
snowy, muddy bit we thought we would 
share some fun myths surrounding this 
blooming time of year. 

The first story begins with Persephone 
and Demeter. Persephone was the 
goddess of spring and holds the most 
well known story of the season to date. 
Persephone is the daughter of Demeter, 
the goddess of agriculture and Zeus, the 
king of the gods. Persephone married 
Hades who kept her hidden against her 
will. Demeter set off to find her daughter 
and for every minute she was lost, not a 
crop would grow. Zeus then ordered his 
daughter to remain in the underworld 
for half of the year because she ate all 
of the fruit (pomegranate seeds), the 
other half of the year she spent with 
her mother. The idea is that every time 
Persephone goes into the underworld, 
winter arrives and the crops die, when 
she is with her mother, crops bloom. 

According to Cherokee legend, the 
reason trees lose their leaves in the fall is 
because of the communication between 
animals and humans. Apparently, ani-
mals were able to communicate with 
humans and the world was utopian. 
Every year the birds would fly south for 
the winter. During one particular year, 
a sparrow who was injured was not 
able to fly south, he sent his flock ahead 
without him so the would not freeze, 
meanwhile he sought shelter. The bird 
flew to an old Oak tree and was told that 
he could not seek shelter in its branch-
es, the same thing happened with every 
tree the bird visited until he was finally 
granted permission to stay in a pine 
tree. The pine tree, not popular with the 
others because of its hard, sharp leaves 
welcomed the little bird. The sparrow 
was forever grateful. 

The sparrow survived the winter 
and welcomed his family home during 
the warmer months. Because the other 
trees, turned on the Sparrow during 
a most vulnerable time, the creator 
cursed their leaves to die during the 
winter except for the pine tree. 

The Shinto Sun Goddess and Bringer 
of Light, Amaterasu, according to leg-
end, is in control of the sun’s movement 
to insure rice and other crops will grow. 
This goddess is well known for her abil-
ity to spin satin. Her fame caused her 
brother Susanoo, the god of storms, to 
become extremely jealous. The angry 
deity destroyed his sister’s weaving 
loom and wrecked her rice fields. The 
rampage caused one of Amaterasu’s 
closest friends to parish, as a result 
she locked herself inside a mountain 
resulting in the disappearance of light. 
Because of this, crops would not grow. 
Uzme, the goddess of laughter traveled 
to the mountain where Amaterasu was 
hiding. She placed a shiny necklace on 
a tree, then began to dance causing the 
other gods to laugh. When Amaterasu 
heard the laughter she peeked out of her 
cave and slowly began to walk towards 
the necklace. At this, Uzme had the cave 
blocked and light was restored to the 
world. 

Some actual facts concerning the 
spring season are as follows; in 1582, 
if Pope Gregory XIII would not have 
established the Gregorian calendar, 
then every 128 years, the vernal equinox 
would have come a full calendar day 
earlier, which would put Easter in the 
middle of winter. 

The famous myth about being able to 
balance an egg on its end on the spring 
equinox is not true. Attempting to bal-
ance an egg on its end is no easier on the 
spring equinox than on any other day. 

During the springtime, birds are loud-
er as they sing to attract mates and to 
warn enemies to steer clear. 

The term “spring fever” refers to the 
psychological and physiological symp-
toms that go along with the arrival 
of spring, which include, daydreaming 
and restlessness. Over the years, scien-
tists surmise the cause in the hormone 
shift could be due to the increase in sun-
light and increased physical activity. 

How much 
risk should you 

take before 
retirement?

JEFF
BURDICK

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

Turn To BAGG page A10

Turn To KANE page A10

Turn To REID page A10
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
On March 16, eight people, includ-

ing six women of Asian descent, are 
killed in and near Atlanta. On March 
17, five were shot in a drive-by shoot-
ing in Stockton, Calif. On March 18, 
eight people were shot and wounded in 
Gresham, Ore. On March 20, two were 
killed and 17 wounded in Philadelphia 
and Dallas. On March 22, 13 people were 
killed and five people were wounded in 
Cleveland, Detroit, and Boulder, Colo. 
On March 23, two people were killed 
and six wounded in Aliceville, Ala. and 
Atlanta. On March 26, six people were 
killed and 25 wounded in Philadelphia, 
Virginia Beach, Memphis, and Chicago. 
On March 27, one was killed and 13 
wounded in Chicago and Yazoo City, 
Miss.

After a high-profile incident such 
as the spa shooting in Atlanta or the 
supermarket shooting in Boulder, 
U.S. politicians follow their own ritu-
al. Democrats say “enough is enough” 
and it is time to pass common sense 
gun safety laws and ban assault weap-
ons. Republicans say they are sick of 
all the chatter about gun control and 
this is really a mental health issue, 
unless the perpetrator has a non-West-
ern European sounding name in which 
case it might be an immigration issue. 
The end result – nothing gets done.

For the last year, we have been 
obsessed with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and mass shootings seemed to go away. 
Now that we are emerging from the 
year of quarantines and closures, we 
are seeing the epidemic of gun violence 
and the gridlock of our political system 
come back into the forefront. 

From Newtown to Orlando to 
Sutherland Springs to Parkland to Las 
Vegas to El Paso to Atlanta to Boulder, 
there have been 2,805 mass shootings 
since the Gun Violence Archive began 
compiling data in 2014 and they have 
become more frequent. When it comes 
to considering tighter gun laws the 
response from most Republicans has 
been a never ending cycle of wash, 
rinse, and repeat. Somehow right after 
a mass shooting is never the time to 
discuss new gun laws but over the last 
decade or two it hasn’t seemed that any 
other time is the right time either. If 
we go through all the old tapes of vari-
ous Republicans after mass shootings it 
seems like a well-rehearsed and choreo-
graphed deflection.

The inability of our political system 
to enact tougher gun laws is despite 
growing support for gun restrictions. 
After the El Paso shootings 89 percent 
supported more comprehensive back-
ground checks and 62 percent support-
ed an assault weapons ban. The House 
passed a bill this month expanding 
background checks to all gun sales and 
it is supported by 61 percent of U.S. 
Citizens however Republicans seem 
sure to kill the bill.

The Senate is currently looking into 
a toughest gun control measures that 
are possible, possible being defined at 
60 votes. The issue at hand is the ease 
at which weapons are obtained by the 
mentally ill. The issue is the sheer num-
ber of weapons that exist within our 
borders. The issue is the sheer killing 
power and number of victims that can 

“No way to prevent this,” says only nation 
where this regularly happens

To the Editor:
Please excuse the lateness of my 

reply, but in response to the ongoing 
climate change debate, I would like 
to make a few important points about 
solar power. These insights may have 
come to me on golden clad sheets of 
uranium, which were revealed to me 
by a deep ultraviolet Salamander, so 
plated lest they suffer corrosion and 
subsequent loss of containment.

Frankly, the writers here must be 
pretty egocentric to believe our sun 
is the only one of His stars to thank 
for the plentiful sources of industrial 
energy He has made available to us 
on our planet. The various primordial 
nuclides in the earth’s crust are an 
even more attractive source of power 
than petroleum, and have nothing to do 
with our tiny sun.

As an example, uranium could never 
have been formed by a main sequence 
star like our Sun, but was formed in a 
far more impressive maelstrom. The 
s-process, for which we praise Him, 
does indeed make Hydrogen-hydrogen 
fusion look like a small firecracker 
against God’s own personal manhattan 
project. We are hence gifted with an 
abundance of “green” energy that can 
easily be extracted from the earth and, 
perhaps more importantly, be used in 
gorgeous Fiestaware.

How God must love us to put so much 
effort into providing for such endless 
smartphone charges. His troubled 
and most unreliable servants are the 
benefactors of His glorious Reactors, 
and thus we thank Him. He literally 
destroyed His favorite neutron stars so 
that we may Fiss. Hence, we are given 
a fuel source that is 6 orders of mag-
nitude more dense than coal, and pro-

vides a myriad of useful elements that 
would otherwise be inaccessible for 
scientific uses. This is stark contrast 
to fossil fuels that, at best smell bad 
while Harley riding nincompoops spew 
Covid, and at worst, as some conspirac-
ists maintain, usher in the extinction of 
Rubiaceae Arabicus, which has saved 
the lives of countless coworkers. I don’t 
want to take sides, but even our favorite 
industrial caffeine mongering megalgo-
rithms can all agree that a 1000km band 
of lifeless equatorial real estate would 
be a very bad thing indeed!

The real advantage of his most Loyal 
Atoms is that, unlike petroleum, the 
atomic power available is not a “one 
and done” deal. The fact of the matter is 
that they perfectly imitate the garden of 
eden. The Spoils of His Noble Nuclei are 
even greener, meant in all senses, than 
the characteristic radioactive glow we 
all imagine from the Simpson’s.

Even years after commercial power 
plants are done squandering their 
nuclear fuel rods, His Holy Shafts 
requires extreme measures to manage 
their thermal output, lest their wrath 
ensue, conferring a large fraction of the 
cost of nuclear energy production! Such 
is the arrogance of man! What better 
way to save our friendly energy compa-
nies money and bolster our collective 
retirement holdings? What fools the 
administrators are of Massachusetts 
educational organizations for divest-
ing from energy stocks in the name of 
conservation? If only they knew of the 
Glory of The Way of The Rod! All Hail 
the Rod!

So much energy is released as this 
“waste” that our State has a per-
manently manned installation to 

In ‘Rod’ we trust

To the Editor:
Last week, the state of Georgia enact-

ed a new law to tighten voting regula-
tions in a naked attempt to keep people, 
especially minorities, from voting. The 
Republican officials in Georgia say that 
it’s a mischaracterization and they only 
intend on making voting access fairer.

The first thing to mention is that this 
is a solution in search of a problem. 
There is no widespread voter fraud, so 
there is no problem to address. It should 
be mentioned that these same officials, 
all Republican, vociferously defended 
the results in Georgia for the presi-
dential and both senate elections just 
a few short months ago. These same 
Republican officials told the country 
in certain terms that the 2020 election 
was secure, there was no widespread 
fraud, and that the results were valid. It 
should strike us all as odd that an elec-
tion process in a Republican controlled 
state had not been a problem for years 
and years, then Democrats swept the 
major national races by slim margins, 
the officials in charge of the election 
certified the Democrats’ wins and said 
there was no problem, now months 
later they are trying to solve a problem 
they swore didn’t exist.  

Clearly, the problem is, Democrats 
won elections in a state where 
Republicans control 60 percent of 
the State Senate, 58 percent of the 
State House, and 100 percent of the 
Constitutional officers are Republican. 
Since Republicans seem to control all 

the levers of state government, the 
Democratic election victory in 2020 for 
national offices is a travesty that must 
not recur.  

Restricting voting should look bad to 
everybody. This new law criminalizes 
handing out food and water to those 
standing in line to vote, which on the 
surface sounds pretty bad, but as we 
peel the onion back, it begs the question 
why the lines to vote in minority neigh-
borhoods are so long that handing food 
and water to those in line improves the 
chances that they stay in line. Finally, 
there is a history down in Georgia. 
There is a history of slavery flowing 
right into Jim Crow and now more 
innovative modern forms of voter sup-
pression for the past 150 years.

Georgia is now requiring a voter ID 
for absentee ballots. The reality is that 
voter ID laws have little effect on actual 
voter turnout and neither do absentee 
ballot laws. The vast majority of people 
want to vote do, and those who don’t 
bother to vote don’t. It is true though 
that voter ID and difficult absentee pro-
cesses impact black Americans more 
than white Americans, and if voter 
turnout can be suppressed by only 5 
percent among blacks, that may be 
enough to flip the election… 5 percent 
black voter suppression would have 
been enough to flip the 2020 presiden-
tial and both senatorial elections…

On Election Day, Georgia Gov. Kemp 
dropped his own ballot in a drop box, 

Voter suppression and the symbolism of 
guns

To the Editor:
One of the key reasons that many of 

the liberals argued before the election 
was that Biden would unify the coun-
try. Now we see that this was just a lot 
of horse crap. If anything is clear, it’s 
that Biden and the radical socialists 
running him are dividing the country 
as far apart as it has ever been before. 
Instead of inclusion, they are the party 
of exclusion. The only time a Democrat 
reaches across the aisle now is to slap 
a Republican. Their whole agenda is 
about racial identity politics. Their 
basis for qualification of a job is entire-
ly about what race or sex you are. We 
see colleges and universities having 
groups and classes where admission is 
based on race. We see them having sep-
arate but equal graduation ceremonies 
for each racial category. Is this unifica-
tion and equal rights? We are actually 
going back to segregation which Joe 
has always supported.

History has proven that all the races 
are indeed equal. It has clearly estab-
lished that we are all members of this 
human race. We all have been ordained 
by our creator with the exact same 
capacity for good and evil. Just looking 
at world history and the past evils, they 
all are quite equal. The white races had 
their Holocaust and slavery. The black 
race has their civil war in Rwanda 
between the Hutus and Tutsis. In fact, 
many African tribes have enslaved oth-
ers and sold them off. Many in Africa 
still practice it today. Just look at Boko 
Harem. Jamacia and Haiti had black 
governments where slavery was a com-
mon practice; in fact, Kamala Harris 
is descended from a slave owner. The 
Asians had the Japanese attacking 
China. Then they had the killing fields 

of the Khmer Rouge. There was geno-
cide practiced by Stalin, Mao, and the 
Turks. The native indigenous people 
of the Americas were just as blood 
thirsty, They commonly practiced 
human sacrifices and slavery. In fact, 
the Spanish were looked upon as sav-
iors by tribes that the Aztecs under 
Montezuma subjugated. That’s how 500 
Spaniards using their aid was able to 
defeat 20,000 Aztecs. Just watch the 
move “Apocalypto” to get an idea of 
how it was. Here in this area, there 
were many Indian raids where women 
and children were slaughtered and 
enslaved. So, you see, no race has the 
moral authority to say they have the 
higher grace than any other. All the 
races have the same capacity for good 
and bad. It’s the people they put in 
charge of their society that promote 
either one. We see in history it’s usu-
ally one group that highlights racial 
division and strife to consolidate the 
one thing they all crave: Power. At this 
juncture in our history, it’s abundantly 
clear who is trying to consolidate the 
power.

The liberal news propaganda 
machine of CNN and the Washington 
Post magnify any white on black issues. 
Just last week, what dominated their 
enlightened news was a white lady 
yelling racial insults at a black cashier 
over wearing a mask. It was in their 
news feeds for two weeks. At the same 
time in Florida, a white girl on Spring 
Break was raped and brutally mur-
dered by two black thugs. Wasn’t even 
in their news. No reporters searching 
in depth to see if they were affiliated 
with BLM on their Facebook posts. 

Biden the divider

To the Editor:
Our family lost a good friend last 

week, and so did many other people in 
the area who may not have learned as 
yet of the passing of Paul Baldiga, well 
known to those who played in, coached, 
parented, umpired, or managed the 
fields and affairs of the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Little League for many 
years. 

I first encountered Paul when my 
little ballplayer was just getting started 
in the minor league division, and proud 
as could be to take the field wearing 
the black T-shirt and cap of “Don’s 
Plastering.” Back then, Little League 
was very big: six “major league” teams 
as well as the “minors” served hun-
dreds of local kids. From the excite-
ment of the parade to the fields on
opening day, to the playoffs, to the hot 
dogs from the concession stand, no one 
wanted the season to end.

At the time, Paul was an umpire and 
league official, but I could see he was a 
storehouse of useful knowledge about 
America’s National Pastime. When I 
asked if he was available for some help 
with hitting, pitching, catching, and 
fielding, he readily agreed and flattered 
me by observing he thought the boy 
had some potential. 

Thus was the beginning of a won-
derful 20-year friendship which ended 
this past week, far too soon and at--for 
him--a much too young age. To our 
kids, he was always «Mister Baldiga,” 
and he became the sixth member of our 
family, always invited to Christmas at 
our house (his gifts were predictably 
thoughtful and meticulously wrapped 
betraying his education as an engineer 
at WPI) Thanksgiving, Easter, the kids’ 
birthdays, special guest at concerts, 

athletic events, graduations, Fourth of 
July Fireworks in our back field which 
he absolutely loved, and throwing/
kicking/hitting/catching a baseball/
soccer ball/football in that same field 
(in his fifties and sixties he had more 
“kid” in him than most kids)----he was 
there for every special time he could 
make (he had relatives who also want-
ed him around for their occasions).

Years later, when that skinny little 
novice baseball player graduated from 
a college 500 miles away, Paul rode all 
the way with us to shake hands and 
take pictures. He and I had also flown 
to Louisville to see that same boy run 
in the Div. III National Cross Country 
meet in 2014.

Paul was extremely smart, and, after 
graduating from Agawam High School 
studied at WPI. In his spare time, he 
learned to do beautiful finish carpentry 
for the several properties he owned. 
Repairing and refinishing interesting 
clocks, collecting elegant antiques, and 
making the yards of his homes places 
of beauty with his knowledge of stone-
work, flowers, trees, and bushes were 
some of the other things at which he 
excelled.

Paul had what I assume to have been 
a photographic memory. Every detail 
of every game, each player, the loca-
tions of the playing fields, the years of 
the tournaments and the opponents----it 
was all in his head. He remembered 
anyone who ever played for him, and 
many who played against him. If I 
brought up the name of some kid I had 
had in school years ago, he could tell

me everything I could have wanted 
to know about him (and sometimes, 
her) as a baseball player and as a boy 

Remembering Paul Baldiga

To the Editor:
Mr. McRae… I do love how the 

New Leader editor replaced a likely 
racist term he intentionally used with 
“[Coronavirus].” We all get to guess 
which racist term he used. I also like 
how he referenced Joseph Goebbels’ 
“big lie technique” in reference to a 
single digit number of transsexuals 
competing in high school sports when 
the “big lie technique” has been in the 
media of late in reference to former 
President Trump’s false election claims. 
I’m guessing Mr. McRae heard the “big 
lie” referenced enough that he decided 
to spin it for his own purpose.

It isn’t lost on me that SARS-CoV-2 
and COVID-19 get scientific names 
which are used in the media and it’s 
forbidden to mention ad nauseam the 
country of origin, but the B.1.1.7 variant 
is referred to as the British variant, 
the P.1 is the Brazilian variant, and 
the B.1.351 is referred to as the South 
African variant. There doesn’t seem to 
be a concerted effort to blame the gov-
ernments of those countries, the people 
in those countries, or the culture of 
those areas. As soon as the American 
Nationalists go after Britain, Brazil, and 
South African people, culture, and gov-
ernments we’ll start needing to use the 
scientific names.

This week, I happen to have some 
agreement with Mr. McRae. The eight 
murders at Atlanta-area spas don’t 
strike me as racially motivated crimes 
as much as they look like crimes against 
sex workers.  

It is true that Asian-Americans have 

been subject to a variety of hate crimes 
and racist attacks by White nationalists 
for years. It is true that since the COVID-
19 crisis began Asian-Americans were 
subject to a lot of abuse and blame, 
much of which starts from intentionally 
racist terms for the Coronavirus pushed 
hard by White Nationalists. It is also 
true that the Democrats and the left 
like to frame things in terms of racial 
relations, and a crime where 75 percent 
of the victims are a race represented 
by 4 percent of the host city sure looks 
like a racial hate-crime. I believe that 
the gunman fetishized Asian women 
and that helped him dehumanize them 
and gun them down not as people but as 
sex objects… However, the main story 
here is that we had a mass shooting and 
crime against sex workers.  

It is interesting that Mr. McRae is very 
concerned about the plight of Asian-
Americans who have are “wronged” by 
admission policies to elite universities. 
It is of course true that any admission 
policy that favors a diverse student pop-
ulation with a fixed student population 
size is a zero-sum game and for every 
minority that they help get in, anoth-
er candidate didn’t get in. It is inter-
esting that normally white nationalist 
politicians from states with nearly no 
Asian population have been the most 
concerned about this.

The simple reality is that any attempt 
to boost African Americans, Hispanics, 
or Native Americans weakens White 
Americans of their grip on the upper 

A lot to respond to
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages
Attics • Whole Houses

WANT IT GONE? 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
401-578-4501

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal

Family owned & operated. 
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

"Quality counts 
when no one 
is looking."

Asphalt paving 
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com
508-864-9708 l 508-347-7499

Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

HANDYMAN

508-686-0336
Email: whatdayaneed@gmail.com

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253

Fully Insured

•  Hang Pictures and Curtain Rods
•  Install Bath Fixtures  
 (Plumber will need to connect)
•  Yard and Garden work
•  Rot Repair, Exterior Trim,  
 and Decks
•  Assemble Prefabricated Furniture
•  Pressure Wash
•  Yard Work, Spread Mulch,  
 and Stone
•  And much more!  
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10% Off Any Labor 
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Full Synthetic 
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w/ Tire Rotation

$49.99

up to 5 quarts of oil

see the world “us” and “them” or 
“red” and “blue” do too. They do 
not only because  giving straight 
to the family grants eliminate the 
need for “terrible” bureaucrats. 
Their main reason focusses how 
effectively they grants work and 
how much they help our country. 
For such conservatives helping 
our country makes more sense 
than hating other Americans – as 
the Chinese and Russian would 
like us to.

To quote the Niskanen Center 
report: The Conservative Case for 
a Child Allowance; “The United 
States has the highest…child pov-
erty rate of any country in the 
developed world. While many 
factors…affect poverty…this 
fact reveals the rather straight-
forward reason why: our relative 
lack of spending on children and 
families. (Our) share of (Gross 
Development Product) spending, 
a tenth of a percent, is the lowest 
of not only developed but some 
developing countries.”

“At the same time the institu-
tion of American family has never 
looked weaker. Family formation 
and marriage rates have declined 

substantially…. In 2019, US Birth 
rates fell for the fifth consecutive 
year.”  

“In this report we argue that 
the U.S. should enact a universal 
child allowance as the appropri-
ate...conservative policy alliance 
to these crises.” 

Now onto my grandson. He just 
turned four, and finds dinosaurs 
fascinating.  Were it not for him, I 
would have skimmed the “Climate 
change is a good thing” March 12 
letter and forgotten it. But given 
his dinosaur interests, the letter 
stuck with me — particularly for 
the wrong and misleading facts it 
presents. 

Dinosaurs roamed the world 
about 100 million years ago. Much 
before then,  fossil fuels like oil 
began to form from crushed plants 
etc. Importantly little or no ani-
mal or human activity affected 
the Earth’s climate for the next 
99,999,800 years or so. Also, very 
little =fossil fuel was extracted 
from the Earth. 

Then 99,999,800 years or so 
after fossil fuels began to form, 
the Industrial Revolution began in 
1850. Since then, massive amounts 
of fossil fuels have been taken 
from Planet Earth. Most of them 
have been burned or turned into 

products by processes that pol-
lute the atmosphere and raise the 
earth’s temperature. 

By intent or otherwise, the 
“Climate change is good let-
ter” ignores the fact that until 
1850, humans did not affect the 
earth’s climate, However, since 
then in ever increasing speeds 
and amounts we humans, have 
affected its’ climate and steadily 
increased its temperatures,

The use of fossil fuels has helped 
to accomplish much (and provided 
great wealth to a relative few).

Now, almost all scientists say 
we have so much damaged the 
planet’s environment and climate 
that we humans have at best 25 
years or so to halt the destruction, 

Here by intent or otherwise, the 
“Climate change” letter wrongly 
ignores the danger to us all, par-
ticularly our children (including 
my “dinosaur” grandson who will 
be 29 in 2046).

I wonder why, with contempt 
for those even trying, the letter 
makes fun of the potential solu-
tions and actual progress made in 
solving our Climate Change chal-
lenges? 

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

KANE
continued from page A8

California increased their 
vote totals by 3,024,344 from 
‘16 to ’20. Some may call that 
vote harvesting. The vote dif-
ferences in Arizona, Georgia, 
Nevada and Wisconsin 
totaled 76,446 in the aggre-
gate, which represents only 
2.47 percent of possible har-
vested votes with many more 
in hand. They also represent 
43 electoral votes, which 
would have given President 

Trump his reelection. Is it 
possible that California and 
New York state could have 
supplied their “free and 
fair” ballots to other states 
to ensure Trump’s defeat? 
Yes, I believe, with the ille-
gal changes in state election 
laws, it certainly is possi-
ble…No evidence – no proof 
– just spit-balling. 

Happy Easter and Passover 
to all.

Jim Reid
Spencer

REID
continued from page A8

question. Whether they believe 
those that stormed the Capitol on 
Jan. 6, and wanted to hang Mike 
Pence were Trump supporters, 
Antifa, or something else is an 
open question. How they would 
rank the various threats of the 
last 12 months to the United States 
in order of seriousness is an open 
question.

There is still a substantial por-
tion of the 5th & 6th Worcester 
Districts that do not believe the 
truth and continue to believe the 
former president’s lies and will 
only believe the truth if it comes 
from leaders of their own party. 
Berthiaume & Durant have a 
responsibility to tell the truth and 

end this once and for all. 
If Berthiaume & Durant 

believed the president’s lies, why 
won’t they come out, say it loud 
and proud? Why would they want 
any of you to think they might 
be closet RINO’s? Why would 
they want to fail the litmus test of 
unconditional support for Donald 
Trump?  

The obvious reason is that 
Durant & Berthiaume know 
Biden won the election fair and 
square. They also know that a 
substantial portion of their con-
stituents believe the former presi-
dent and use acceptance of his lies 
as a loyalty test. They feel there is 
political risk to unambiguously 
telling the truth and taking the 
wind out of the sails of the resis-
tance, and they feel there is polit-
ical risk to publicly endorsing 

what they know is a lie… So they 
chose silence...leading be damned!

I have no need to meet with 
them; I am convinced I know what 
is going on. If I was personally 
curious I could shoot their offices 
an email. I write to highlight the 
fact that they are purposely not 
taking a position and that should 
be offensive to everyone, regard-
less of your party affiliation and 
regardless of the outcome you 
desired in 2020. I had assumed 
that Republicans, their ardent 
supporters, would demand they 
go on record…But I guess I was 
wrong.

It isn’t me who deserves an 
answer, it’s you. 

FRED BAGG
SPENCER

BAGG
continued from page A8

quickly pile up with the types 
of military style weapons we 
allow to be sold here. Just 
six days before the Boulder 
supermarket shooting the 
perpetrator purchased a 
semiautomatic AR-15 pistol, 
a weapon made for combat. 
The “pistol” version is essen-
tially the same weapon as 
a standard AR-15 rifle but 
with a shorter barrel, short-
er stock, same people killing 
bullets, and similar capacity 
and ease of firing multiple 
shots. One of the advantages 
of the “pistol” is that it can be 
hidden under a jacket.

I know a lot of Republicans 
bristle at any mention of 
“gun violence,” “gun mur-
ders,” or “gun deaths”…. 
Fine. Let’s talk about all 
murders. The United States, 
with our 2ndAmendment 
and cultural prioritization of 
gun culture over life, has a 
pretty bad homicide rate (by 
any method). Our homicide 
rate of 4.96/100,000 is 381 per-
cent higher than Canada’s 
1.76/100,000. The UK is lower 
at 1.2/100,000. Australia is 
0.89 and New Zealand 0.70. 
While looking at the list, I 
couldn’t find one decent/peer 
country that was worse than 

us; the only countries worse 
than us our former president 
would have referred to as 
“[expletive] countries.”

Among countries with 
lower homicide rates than the 
USA we see a variety of plac-
es such as sub-Saharan coun-
tries, some central American 
countries, all of Europe, and 
almost all of Asia. Some of 
the countries with the tough-
est gun restrictions had some 
of the lowest homicide rates 
(by any method) including 
Singapore at 0.16/100,000 and 
Japan at 0.26/100,000.

There are poorer countries 
than us with lower homi-
cide rates, richer countries 
than us with lower homicide 
rates than us, countries with 
vastly different cultures that 
have lower homicide rates, 
but also the countries that 
are culturally most similar 
to us (Canada, UK, Ireland, 
Australia, New Zealand) 
all have far lower homicide 
rates… 

To a casual observer, 
it almost implicates our 
gun laws and policy… Just 
sayin’...

ESTHER COHEN
WEST BROOKFIELD

COHEN
continued from page A9



 • SPENCER NEW LEADER  11Friday, April 2, 2021

caste and the ability to inherit their 
caste. Another interesting factoid is that 
Asian-Americans have performed quite 
well in a meritocracy. Many conser-
vatives have dishonestly adopted the 
plight of the Asians who are “harmed” 
through any attempt to elevate our 
underprivileged not because they care 
about the Asians, but because they are 
willing to relent on 1 small minority in 
order to maintain dominant status for 
white people.    

Mr. Herholz had one of his phrases 
replaced with “[COVID]” leaving us all 
to guess which racist term he used. I 
apologize if I seem repetitive, but you 
guys don’t seem to get it, so I keep try-
ing to explain things differently. In an 
effort not to be repetitive I won’t re-lit-
igate how the Nancy Pelosi hair dress-
er COVID local regulation fiasco is the 
responsibility of the licensed business 
owner, not the customer who spends 
most of her time in other jurisdictions.

Regarding AM Radio, Mr. Herholz is 
correct, AM radio is a bastion of the 
right-wing. Right-wingers represent 47 
percent of America so it isn’t a surprise 
to me that they tend to congregate in cer-
tain areas of media. I for one don’t listen 
to AM radio, I’m more of a podcast guy. 
Fox News is the largest news network by 
viewership, so I don’t think it is fair to 
say that conservatives don’t have their 
own media outlets.

I have to hand it to Mr. Reid for notic-
ing I don’t consider myself to be perfect, 
and recognize when I’m wrong. I consid-
er myself to be a smart guy and while I’m 
usually right, I am wrong sometimes, 
and this is not a new revelation. Even 
the most omniscient of us can be wrong 
at times – like when I believed the clown 
car of Obama opposition couldn’t get 
any more ridiculous, and then came 
Donald Trump.

I encourage everyone to read for 
comprehension, absorb the context, 
and understand what is being written/
said. I checked my March 19 letter, and 

my quotes “I honestly can’t believe,” 
“Who knows. I sure don’t. Mr. Robillard 
doesn’t have a clue either.” were not be 
admitting ignorance but slamming Mr. 
Robillard for his ridiculous statements 
on climate change. The fact that Mr. 
Reid quoted me and replaced “Robillard” 
with “…” indicates to me that Mr. Reid 
understood the context and changed a 
quote to tell a different story. Mr. Reid is 
even aware that he took my words out of 
context and accused me of the same.  

I always try and provide proper con-
text, and I invite Mr. Reid and anybody 
else to call me out if I take things out of 
context. The fact that he took my words 
out of context to accuse me of the same 
without giving an example of me doing 
it indicates to me that Mr. Reid can’t 
think of an instance. He merely doesn’t 
like my content but doesn’t know how to 
attack it, so he reaches for straws.  

I am entertained by President Biden 
and I still watch the news, but a man 
who overcame a stutter, occasionally 
gaffes, and fell up the stairs of Air Force 
One has nowhere near the entertain-
ment value of a reality narcissistic socio-
path reality TV star turned president.

Yes, I am betting on another mini-
surge of COVID. That doesn’t mean that 
is what I want to happen, it is what I 
think will happen. I don’t gamble and 
make bets on my desired outcome, I 
gamble and make bets on what I think 
is going to happen. I use provocative 
words to shine a light on it so hopefully 
it will get through people’s well-wishing 
thick ignorant skulls that this pandemic 
isn’t over. I am not causing the surge, 
my best hope at affecting it is to warn 
those unaware so they will change their 
behavior or even prove me wrong out 
of spite. The reality is cases have been 
rising for 3 weeks in a row, rising 20 
percent last week alone. Another inter-
esting realty is the rate at which it is 
increasing, the acceleration, or the 2nd 
derivative for those who took Calculus, 
is also increasing.  Two weeks ago, 
cases increased 5 percent, last week it 
increased 13 percent, this week 20 per-
cent. Hospitalizations are up 17 percent 
in Massachusetts in the last week, and 

deaths are up 16 percent in the last week. 
While people seem to be forgetting 

COVID was ever a thing – cases, hospi-
talizations, deaths, and growth rate are 
currently similar to the period right 
before Thanksgiving…As we head into 
Easter weekend.

Mr. Reid – you seem to love the possi-
bility that I may be wrong. On the topic 
of COVID-19, I really hope I’m wrong too. 
I encourage you to do your part in prov-
ing me wrong by treating the pandemic 
as serious as it is. 

Mr. Robillard – The word “rape” is 
pretty accurate to describe what we are 
doing to the planet, its natural habitats, 
and the other species on this planet. We 
are currently in the Holocene extinc-
tion, or the sixth mass extinction event 
in the planet’s history caused largely 
by the planet’s exploitation by humans. 
There are both indirect effects of human 
activities such as destroying and frag-
menting habitats and direct effects such 
as overfishing, hunting, chemical pol-
lution, invasive species, and human-
caused climate change. There is a nor-
mal background rate of species going 
extinct, but the extinctions of the last 100 
years would normally have taken 10,000-
100,000 years. Currently, 32 percent of all 
known species across all ecosystems are 
decreasing in abundance and range. The 
earth has lost 60 percent of the vertebrae 
animal population since 1970.

Yes, a word that describes a horrific 
sexual act on a person is a great word to 
describe a human caused mass extinc-
tion event which is causing species to go 
extinct at 100-1,000 times faster than the 
natural background rate, and continu-
ing to accelerate.

Yes, animals, plants, and complex 
organisms take time to evolve. If we 
release polar bears into a tropical island 
who do you think they will fare? Each 
generation only has random mutations, 
and it takes many hundreds or thou-
sands of generations to see real change. 
Bears have quite long generations. 
Plants can only spread their seeds a 
small distance from their current loca-
tion creating a functionally short range 
per generation but also they can only 

tolerate indiscernible changes from 
generation to generation. Large plants 
and animals have generation lengths of 
years or decades.  

A virus is a single particle microscop-
ic, not even an entire cell, it latches onto 
a cell. COVID-19 has an apparent gener-
ation length of 35 minutes and a single 
virion can multiply to 100,000 inside your 
body in 10 hours, representing 17 gener-
ations. In the 15 months since President 
Trump was alerted and ignored the cri-
sis there has been time for 18,000 gener-
ations of the COVID-19 virus. Translated 
to human generations, that would be 
nearly 500,000 years. Modern humans 
have only been around 80,000 years rep-
resenting 3,500 generations.

Comparing evolution of large plants 
and animals to COVID-19 variants is 
beyond stupid. How will a palm tree do 
planted in Massachusetts? What about 
bringing a fish out of water to see if it 
evolves into an animal? Give me a break. 
Mr. Robillard – I believe you are smarter 
than your own words.  

The errant comment about a lab in 
Wuhan, China as the source of COVID-
19 was noticed and as I’ve explained 
many times there is no evidence of that, 
there is evidence of natural origin, and 
the exact source isn’t relevant to how 
it should be handled without our own 
borders. I would love for you to explain 
to all of us why it is so important that we 
believe the baseless claim that the virus 
originated from a lab in Wuhan… How 
would it change how we manage the 
pandemic? Is it important that we blame 
China? For what?

Mr. Robillard complains about 
Democrats printing money but he 
should really take a look in recent fiscal 
policy history. Donald Trump increased 
the sovereign debt of the United States 
in 1 term more than any other presi-
dent had done in 1 term with a massive 
tax cut combined with unprecedented 
military spending, and wasn’t offset by 
any spending cuts. It seems that the 
Republicans did figure out the political 
benefits of doing things without paying 
for them.  

Mr. Robillard’s comments about 
socialism leave me confused as to wheth-
er or understands what the word means 
or not, or if he is or isn’t aware of 
President Biden’s actual policies or not. 
Since it isn’t clear to me where the dis-
connect is, I’ll leave that alone for now.

Since last week 375,250 more American 
got COVID-19. These are people who 
spent the first 13 months of this pandem-
ic avoiding the virus but are now sick. 
Since last week 7,104 more people have 
died from COVID-19 – these are people 
who would be alive otherwise. The aver-
age age of COVID-19 infections, hospi-
talizations, and deaths have come down 
substantially as older people have got-
ten vaccinated. It might be better than 
the January peak, but it’s still bad, and 
should be acceptable to anybody. In the 
U.S., the total COVID-19 deaths is now 
over 550,000, and cases over 30.2 million.

OMAR HAR-YAROK
EAST BROOKFIELD

imprison his most righteous Rods 
where they must slowly die, with their 
daughter product’s glorious beauty 
being left un-sung!

The Good Lord longs for some energy 
enlightened patriot, such as Brothers 
Robillard or ney, Omar, to volunteer 
their ordinary swimming pools, foun-
tains and bathtubs for storage! Would 
they not be greatly rewarded for their 
quartering of His great Transuranic 
hero’s? Their sweat, and lack of shield-
ing, would gift them a year-round 
source of relaxing hot water, that is self 
illuminating! Not to mention making 
their nighttime bathroom breaks much 
greener and less messy!

These Patriots could readily entertain 
guests in a pool that is self sterlilizing. 
Cheaper than chlorine, a free source 
of anti septic would go a long way in 
light of the COVID fiasco. Not to men-
tion these Hero’s commendable part in 
carrying out God’s will. I, for one, love 
the glow of Cherenkov radiation in the 
evening, and it pairs very well with a 
White Sauvignon, Veal, suffering from 
leukemia and self loathing. I also never 
miss the toilet when I get up at night 
thanks to His guiding light’s presence 
in my toilet bowl.

Lest we forget zirconium-clad Rod 
assemblies make a very attractive 
addition to any household’s backyard, 
resisting corrosion, and providing a 
valuable source of Tritium for all of the 

self-luminescent hipster keychains any-
one could ever sell on Etsy! It’s really 
just the Gift that keeps on Fissing.

Finally, consider that the real joy may 
come as His Rods lay bathed in Holy 
water... The most ancient, and Holy 
Deinoccocus Radiodurans, a beautiful 
organism that gracefully accepts God’s 
most righteous challenge, thrives in 
the presence of his most glorious Rods 
and their warming, glowing warming 
thermal neutronic glow. We should wel-
come our new Extremophile Overlords, 
as they will be the only ones to survive 
the impending CO2 Rapture. A time 
when Rod reaps his glorious revenge 
while rewarding the energy investors 
and higher invertebrates for their loy-
alty.

Really, atomic energy is such a gift, 
that we should change the slogan on the 
US Dollar to say “In Rod We Trust.” It’s 
just a shame that we do not manage it 
in a responsible way. We stand by and 

let the multitude of storage canisters in 
our own state slowly lose their valuable 
radiothermal output, to the open air 
like crying peasants, whilst neglecting 
to do so much good. Not even to men-
tion the waste of Gods favorite party 
favor! Why do you think they call it 
“Helium?” Coincidence? Or His Rods 
most Noble Gas? You decide!

We should not try to curtail the true 
Glory of Rod! I, for one, would much 
rather deal with some minor radia-
tion poisoning, that eclipses any Covid 
complaints, but instead comes compete 
with free lighting! Accept Rod’s word or 
starve to death in a great famine. Your 
ultimate judgment may come down to 
some fool who wants to develop casinos 
on Greenland and have flamingos in 
Antarctica! Just ask yourself: what has 
Carbon done for me lately? Amen.

Thank you,
BEN WEISSNER

LEICESTER

WEISSNER
continued from page A9
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Then this week, the reporting of two 
black thug girls who kill a Pakistani 
Uber driver. Barely covered and gone 
in a day. It’s clear what the goal is. 
Magnify white on black hate crimes to 
enflame and divide the people. Using 
race as a weapon to divide is a classic 
Marxist theology the radical socialists 
are using to perfection to solidify their 
power grab. They are flooding the coun-
try with illegal immigrants and trying 
to push through a voting rights bill 
where no validation is required. This 
will effectively allow illegal immigrants 
to vote. If you object, they immediately 
label you as a racist. If this bill passes, 
their power grab will be cemented. It 
amazes me in America how we can let 
one party pervert the voting process. 
The main key to guarantee the voting 
process is free and fair is to ensure the 
validity of those voting. Only those who 
are citizens and can prove it should be 
the only ones allowed to vote. It’s really 
not hard when every US citizen has a 
unique ID called your Social Security 
number. This could easily be used as a 
voter ID. Have it somewhere on the out-
side of the voting envelope. It would be 
recorded as before they took the ballot 
out. You see it used more than once; you 
know which ones are fraudulently cast. 
So easy, and no racial inequities. So 
why hasn’t it been proposed? Because 
what’s at work is the old adage: divide 
and conquer. The radical socialists are 
not interested in unity. They are inter-
ested in power and will wield the club 
of racial justice until they pound all you 
racist into submission. Poor puppet Joe 
and the losers who voted for this poor 
excuse of a President. I just hope our 
country survives.

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

ROBILLARD
continued from page A9

HAR-YAROK
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Stocking trucks from 
Massachusetts Fish & Wildlife 
are busy stocking trout in many 
ponds and streams through-

out the state. Wallum Lake in 
Douglas was included in the lat-
est stocking of trout, but Rhode 
Island will not be stocking 
trout at the pristine lake until 
a later date, because of Covid 
pandemic. The state of Rhode 
Island’s normal opening day of 
the second Saturday in April 

has been moved ahead to April 
7, throughout the state. The rea-
son being that they are hoping 
to keep large crowds from gath-
ering at trout stocking sites. It 
is obvious that Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island do not work 
together when it comes to man-
aging the lake! One stocks the 

lake with trout, and the other 
does not!            

Wallum Lake has had very 
low angler turnout over the past 
10 years or so. Back in the day, 
I would agree with their think-
ing, as hundreds of anglers gath-
ered to the site for opening day 
of trout fishing. In my 80-plus 

years of fishing, I never have 
seen Wallum Lake not open on 
the second Saturday of April  
and feel, as many anglers do, 
that Rhode Island is a bit foolish 
in their change of opening day 
of trout fishing at Wallum, and 
all of Rhode Island trout stocked 
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Fri, 4/2 & Sat, 4/3 (a�er 5pm)

Swordfish
Full Menu - Take out still available

We will be closed Easter Sunday.
NEW HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tues

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705
Open 7 Days • 6am-2pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

Open Easter 
Sunday For 

Breakfast Only

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 4/30/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 4/30/21 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

Function Rooms Available for Any Size Party
Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 5/31/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $18.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.

We Deliver To:  
Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   

NEW HOURS:  Sun-Thurs 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9 
Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

APRIL SPECIALS

Hamburg Pizza  
Sm.  $6.49
Lg. $10.49

Seafood Sub
$6.49

any size

Thank you for supporting 
local businesses!

Family Dining & Gift Guide
For Lent, Easter and Everyday!

Visit these fine establishments for great food, gifts, beverages and take-out too!

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Haymaker’s Grille
152 Main St, Spencer, MA • 774-745-8095

New Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 7am-2pm
Sat & Sun 7am-1pm

Daily Specials • Ice Cream, Desserts, 
Catering • Baked Goods 

Homemade Soup

Breakfast (all day) 
Lunch 

B.Y.O.B.
Check out our menu at
www.haymakersgrille.

com/menu

Haymaker’s GrilleHaymaker’s Grille

GRAND RE-OPENING APRIL 6th
Hiring part-time wait staff. 

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

Stop by and try our 
“Amazing”

Stuffed Crepes

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
 508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6am-2pm

Breakfast Crepe
Chocolate & Strawberry

Apple & Carmel, Banana, Honey & Nut
Strawberry & Creme Cheese

Peanut Butter & Banana 

Crepe Supreme
Florentine - Crepe stuffed w/scrambled eggs & spinach 
topped w/Hollandaise sauce
Hash - Crepe stuffed w/scrambled eggs & hash, topped w/
cheese or Hollandaise sauce

Mon:
American Chop 
Suey w/salad

Tues:
Homemade
Meat Loaf 

Dinner

Wed:
Yankee Pot 

Roast

Thurs:
Corned Beef & 

Cabbage

Fri:
Fish  

and Chips

OPEN FOR BREAKFAST 
ON EASTER

Call ahead for take-out orders 
 Gift Certificates Available

Open for the Season 
APRIL 2nd • Thurs-Sun

HOWARD’S
DRIVE-IN

Since 1947 
 Specializing in Fresh Seafood 

Chicken • Steamers
 Burgers • Dogs • Ice Cream

Rt. 9 West Brookfield • (508) 867-6504 
Call for Hours

voting via drop box while television 
cameras recorded him. The law GA 
just restricted these drop boxes so that 
they are only allowed inside the voting 
places, the places with lines and stag-
nant COVID filled air! If the goal was to 
increase voting access, the ballot drop 
boxes would be outside and plentiful 
around Georgia. 

There are efforts in Republican-run 
states to tighten voter laws in light of an 
election cycle won by Democrats. There 
is now H.R. 1, passed by the House, 
to nationalize voting laws and fight 
back against these states. The recently 
passed law in Georgia highlights why 
H.R. 1 is necessary. 

Now that the country seems to be 
coming out of the once-in-a-century 
pandemic we are coming out of our 
mass shooting hiatus. A few weeks ago, 
eight people were killed in the Atlanta 
area’s massage parlor shootings, and 
now this week 10 people were killed in 
Boulder, Colo. by an assault rifle he had 
purchased 6 days prior.  

The Democrats’ policy prescriptions 
of an assault weapons ban, closing loop-
holes, background check, etc. all would 
have some modest effect on gun vio-
lence but it doesn’t address the fact that 
these shooters often pass background 
checks and have undiagnosed mental 
health issues. The simple and obvious 
problem is we have too many guns in 
America and it is too quick and easy 
to get a gun, even for those with clean 
backgrounds. We have upwards of 350 

million guns in this country and a men-
tally ill 21-year-old sociopath without a 
record can walk into a store with some 
money and walk out with an assault 
rifle.   

We need a debate on how to reduce 
the total number of guns in this coun-
try and create barriers to entry where 
a mentally ill person is unlikely to 
succeed. Other countries have done 
this. Australia had a massive gun buy-
back in the 1990’s and saw their violent 
crime and homicide rates plummet. 
It’s obviously very difficult to achieve 
this politically, but it is past the time 
to have an honest conversation about 
access to guns being the primary rea-
son these things continue to happen in 
this country. 

 Guns have become a cultural issue. 
We often are not talking about the actu-

al substance of an issue, but instead 
where it stands in the backdrop of the 
great culture war. For a lot of people 
their gun isn’t about the utility the 
object brings to them but about not 
being looked down upon by the city 
elites. The gun has become a symbol of 
rural identity and self-respect. The gun 
is not just a symbol of rural pride but 
has become a symbol of masculinity. As 
in any culture war, everything is about 
identity and not about the actual issue, 
and this makes it very hard to solve 
real problems.

President Biden held his first news 
conference this past week and before 
the conservative cadre in this opinion 
section attacks his stutter, I would like 
to say he passed the test with flying 
colors. He showed vigor, energy, and 
control. President Biden is going bold-
er than I thought he would have with 
a $3 trillion infrastructure bill com-
ing down the pike (remember when 
Trump wanted an infrastructure bill 
that never came to fruition…). Biden is 
also balancing pragmatism by saying 
politics is the art of the possible. The 
president was able to be bold, pragmat-
ic, and be boring which is both clever 
and a breath of fresh air about how a 
president should act after 4 years of 
chaos.   

Conservatives knocked President 
Biden for holding his press conference 
with a big briefing book with notes in 
the front of him which was really odd 
after four years of Trump using press 
conferences to pick fights with the 
press, attack his political opponents, 
and attack private citizens. It’s interest-
ing that their best attack on a president 
who is answering the questions posed 
substantively with enough detail that 
the viewer is actually bored is to ask 
why he needed notes.

DAVID ROSENBERG
SPENCER

or a girl.
A raconteur, he reveled in recalling 

the memories of when he was active in 
sports and coaching/mentoring young 
people. But, there was more than that. 
He had hitchhiked with a buddy across 
the country and trekked in the Rockies 
and High Sierras as a college kid, and 
had plenty of stories of those, his salad 
days. He had held a number of jobs, and 
there were always memories to share 
of crazy things and people he had expe-
rienced before eventually making his 
career with the electric utility.

I think he was most proud of the 
countless hours over many years of ser-
vice--unpaid, naturally--he had devot-
ed to the success of the Little League 
operations. If anyone reading this was 
helped along the way by Paul back in 
those days, or has a memory to share, 
we have become friends with the only 
remaining member of his immediate 

family, his sister. She has given me 
permission to make her address avail-
able in the event you would like to 
send along your condolences or a note 
of appreciation for something he may 
have done for your kid or your family, 
or simply something you remember 
about him. You can reach her at: Jane 
Brown, 2722 Davenport Rd., Duluth, 
GA 30096.

A final thought: although he was a 
pretty good player and was a decent 
contact hitter from either side of the 
plate, my kid simply lacked long ball 
power despite working hard at it in 
batting cages even during the winter. 
One April afternoon, Coach Baldiga 
held practice at the Connie Mack 
Field in East Brookfield. Finally, after 
years of waiting, it happened. A home 
run! Well, O.K., it was off the batting 
practice pitcher, but it still sailed way 
over the short porch right field fence. 
Despite my excitement, I nonchalantly 
walked out to the area where I had seen 
the ball land, picked it up and took it to 
my truck. With a ballpoint pen, I print-

ed: “First Home Run, April 14, 2007, 
Connie Mack Field, pitched by Paul 
Baldiga.” On the way home, I handed it 
to the new heavy hitter, and told him to 
hang onto it.

That Christmas, I was handed a little 
gift-wrapped box and inside was the 
ball, dirty and scuffed, but with a few 
additional words: “To Dad, from (his 
name.)” It may have been the only 
ball he would ever autograph for any-
one. Now, with the untimely loss of 
our mutual friend, that grungy old ball 
means ever so much more to both the 
guy who hit it and the guy who went 
out and picked it up. 

We couldn’t have done it without 
you, Paul. Thanks for all the good times 
and the memories. I’m sure there’s 
baseball in heaven, and I know you’ve 
already asked if they’re looking for 
umpires or coaches. Rest in peace, my 
friend, you touched many lives for the 
better while you were here.

JOHN MCRAE
EAST BROOKFIELD

MCRAE
continued from page A9

ROSENBERG
continued from page A9

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Stocking the waters

Turn To TRUE page A16



 • SPENCER NEW LEADER  13Friday, April 2, 2021

Spencer Police 
 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17
12:29-12:49 a.m.: parking viola-

tions/3 (Mechanic, Pope streets), tick-
ets issued; 7:23 a.m.: juvenile matter 
(Lloyd Dyer Drive), unruly grand-
child; 7:41 a.m.: mv complaint (North 
Spencer Road), mv w/flat tire; 10:24 
a.m.: officer wanted (South Spencer 
Road), heard noise/window damaged; 
10:31 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 11:23 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 11:57 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Grove Street), dead 
possum in road; 12:27 p.m.: sex offend-
er registration (West Main Street), 
assisted; 1:24 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), no contact; 1:29 
p.m.: fraud (Main Street), req. officer 
speak w/customer; 2:08 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 3:04 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Valley Street), 
being followed; 3:05 p.m.: burglary 
(Lake Street), Justin Debs, 22, 15 Lake 
Avenue, Leicester, breaking/entering 
for misdemeanor, trespassing, arrest; 
Christina M. Harrington, 31, 53 Bacon 
Street, Warren, breaking/entering for 
misdemeanor, trespassing, arrest; 3:23 
p.m.: restraining order service (Wilson 
Avenue); 4:30 p.m.: fraud (Wilson 
Avenue), SS scam; 4:34 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (Main Street); 6:04 
p.m.: disturbance (Main Street), ver-
bal dispute; 6:59 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (West Main Street), no contact; 
7:07 p.m.: mv lockout (Main Street), 
assisted; 8:13 p.m.: disturbance (Lyford 
Road), disruption/public meeting; 8:23 
p.m.: medical/general (Brown Street); 
9:35 p.m.: medical/general (McDonald 
Street); (Total daily mv stops – 10).

THURSDAY, MARCH 18
12:18-12:32 a.m.: parking viola-

tions/2 (Church, Brown streets), tick-
ets issued; 3:23 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 10:10 a.m.: restraining 
order service (Prospect Street); 10:48 
a.m.: restraining order service (West 
Main Street); 11:27 a.m.: accident (Wm. 
Casey Road), report taken; 11:55 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), Harrington 
CT down; 1:17 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Valley Street); 2:00 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Mechanic Street), aggres-
sive pit bulls; 2:21 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Marble Road), welfare check; 3:31 
p.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 5:11 p.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Greenville Street), referred; 5:20 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator; 6:39 p.m.: mv lockout (Lyford 
Road), assisted; 7:53 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (West Main Street), no con-
tact; 7:54 p.m.: medical/general (East 
Avenue); 8:05 p.m.: suspicions mv 
(North Spencer Road), investigated; 
10:13 p.m.: medical/general (Maple 
Street); (Total daily mv stops – 2).

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
6:36 a.m.: DPW call (Browning Pond 

Road), icy spots; 8:05 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Main Street), injured eagle; 8:17 
a.m.: abandoned mv (West Main Street), 
investigated; 10:55 a.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 
11:36 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 
Street), accidental; 11:39 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Church Street), loose dog; 
12:10 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
Harrington CT down; 12:11 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Smithville Road), inves-
tigated; 1:54 p.m.: officer wanted (Lake 
Street), spoken to; 2:09 p.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village), lift assist; 2:13 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
3:35 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), info taken; 4:22 p.m.: mutu-
al aid (West Main Street), Rutland 
PD bolo; 4:50 p.m.: fraud (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 5:34 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to; 
7:45 p.m.: suspicious mv (Bixby Road), 
investigated; 7:58 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 9:27 
p.m.: fireworks complaint (Chestnut 
Street), neighbors igniting fireworks; 
9:31 p.m.: accident (North Brookfield 
Road), road rage; 10:05 p.m.: medical/
general (Valley Street); 10:22 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Main Street), erratic opera-
tor; (Total daily mv stops – 5).

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
2:08 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 

Street), investigated; 4:34 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), Paxton 
PD bolo; 5:35 a.m.: 911 call (Northwest 
Road), accidental; 7:05 a.m.: medical/
general (Brown Street); 8:36 a.m.: 
medical/general (Franklin Street), 
lift assist; 10:54 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Charlton Road), dog in road; 
11:53 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), Brookfield PD bolo; 12:55 
p.m.: officer wanted (Charlton Road), 
spoken to; 1:40 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Northwest Road), neighbor issues; 
1:55 p.m.: illegal dumping (Kingsbury 

Road), trash in woods; 1:59 p.m.: lar-
ceny (Main Street), items taken from 
yard; 2:14 p.m.: officer wanted (Wire 
Village Road), gunshots heard; 3:29 
p.m.: disabled mv (Water Street), 
assisted; 4:10 p.m.: abandoned mv (East 
Charlton Road), investigated; 4:32 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Bay Path Road), spo-
ken to; 4:50 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Old Farm Road), investigated; 5:29 
p.m.: elderly matter (Crestview Drive), 
welfare check; 7:02 p.m.: disabled mv 
(East Charlton Road), Amazon truck 
stuck/mud; 7:20 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Howe Village); 7:28 p.m.: residen-
tial alarm (Northwest Road), services 
rendered; 8:11 p.m.: medical/general 
(Wm. Casey Road); 8:29 p.m.: citizen 
complaint (Brooks Pond Road), re: 
neighborhood kids; 8:31 p.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 9:01 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Pleasant Street); 10:15 
p.m.: lost/found (Main Street), found 
debit card; 11:48 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 11:50 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Wilson Street), accidental; 
(Total daily mv stops – 4).

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
12:30-1:14 a.m.: parking violations/8 

(Cherry, Mechanic, Church, Pearl, 
High, Main, Pope, Pleasant streets), 
tickets issued; 1:18 a.m.: lost/found 
(West Main Street), lost key; 7:41 a.m.: 
medical/general (West Main Street); 
8:13 a.m.: fire alarm (Adams Street), 
services rendered; 10:19 a.m.: fire/
woods/grass (East Charlton Road), 
brush fire; 10:29 a.m.; medical/general 
(Lake Whittemore Drive); 12:03 p.m.: 
medical/general (Paxton Road); 12:49 
p.m.: residential alarm (Lakeshore 
Drive), services rendered; 12:50 p.m.: 
fire/woods/grass (Treadwell Drive), 
grass fire; 1:02 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Bay Path Road), dirt bike/no helmet; 
1:06 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Adams 
Street), no contact; 2:13 p.m.: lost/
found (Valley Street), pkg. delivered/
wrong address; 2:18 p.m.: officer want-
ed (McDonald Street), sm. cooking fire; 
4:25 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
erratic operator; 4:40 p.m.: mv stop 
(Smithville Road), Thaliya Sarmiento, 
20, 35 Grove Street, Spencer, unlicensed 
operation, mv operator identity theft, 
unregistered mv, warrants/5, carrying 
a dangerous weapon, arrest; Melannie 
Alegria, 20, 55 North Brookfield Road, 
Spencer, disorderly conduct, inter-
fering w/police officer, arrest; 5:03 
p.m.: medical/general (Brown Street); 
9:02 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
9:46 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), Hardwick PD bolo; (Total daily 
mv stops – 2).

MONDAY, MARCH 22
1:06-1:36 a.m.: parking violations/5 

(South, High, Grove, Elm streets), tick-
ets issued; 7:00 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Browning Pond Road), req. escort/
retrieve belongings; 7:32 a.m.: vandal-
ism (Main Street), soccer field van-
dalized; 9:23 a.m.: animal complaint 
(South Spencer Road), aggressive dog; 
9:41 a.m.: 911 call (Oak Bluff Lane), 
accidental; 10:33 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(Maple Street), investigated; 11:00 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), acciden-
tal; 11:18 a.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (West Main Street); 11:54 a.m.: mv 
complaint (Clark Street), car/kids on 
property; 12:48 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Main Street), accidental; 12:53 
p.m.: mv lockout (Valley Street), child 
locked in car; 2:27 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 3:11 p.m.: medica/
general (Main Street); 4:31 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Donnelly Cross Road); 
4:33 p.m.: lost/found (Howe Village), 
found cell phone; 4:34 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Lloyd Dyer Drive), child wel-
fare concerns; 5:24 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 5:57 
p.m.: parking violation (Mechanic 
Street), ticket issued; 6:30 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Lyford Road), loose dog; 
6:53 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Clark 
Street), open line; 6:59 p.m.: medical/
general (Cherry Street); 7:05 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Temple Street); 7:38 p.m.: 
animal complaint (McCormick Road), 
rabid fox; 8:04 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), spoken to; 9:15 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), accidental; 
(Total daily mv stops – 6). 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23
3:18 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 

Village); 5:14 a.m.: medical/general 
(Jones Street); 7:17 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 7:44 a.m.: medical/
general (Temple Street); 9:27 a.m.; 911 
call (Paxton Road), misdial; 10:24 a.m.: 
911 call (Main Street), accidental; `10:35 
a.m.: larceny (Pond Street), bike sto-
len; 10:37 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 10:43 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), Harrington CT down; 11:10 
a.m.: mv lockout (West Main Street), 
assisted; 12:09 p.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), neighbor issues; 1:01 p.m.: 
lost/found (Main Street), wallet found; 

1:48 p.m.: disturbance (Bixby Road), 
noise complaint; 1:59 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Valley Street), brush fire; 2:15 
p.m.: accident (West Main Street), hit/
run; 2:42 p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 3:10 p.m.: juvenile 
matter (Chestnut Street), services ren-
dered; 3:10 p.m.: officer wanted (North 
Brookfield Road), welfare check; 3:20 
p.m.: identity theft (Mechanic Street), 
unemployment taken; 3:32 p.m.: lost/
found (Main Street), money found; 
3:45 p.m.: juvenile matter (Chestnut 
Street), issue w/grandson; 3:52 p.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 5:03 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Mechanic Street), loose dog; 5:22 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), disruptive 
female customer; 5:49 p.m.: threats 
(Maple Street), rep. being threatened; 
6:28 p.m.: animal complaint (Pleasant 
Street), barking dogs/½-hour; 7:32 
p.m.: disturbance (Mechanic Street), 
noise complaint; 7:49 p.m.: DPW call 
(Main Street), no water; 7:53 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Brooks Pond Road), re: local 
kids; 8:28-8:39 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 8:48 p.m.; fire alarm (Mechanic 
Street), referred; 8:51 p.m.; medical/
general (Main Street); 9:37 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Mechanic Street); 9:50 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Pleasant Street), 
investigated; 10:01 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Pleasant Street), unsafe use/charcoal 
grill; (Total daily mv stops – 4).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, MARCH 18
2:58 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 4:53 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written (warning; 8:03 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), written warning; 
8:14 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), ver-
bal warning; 8:22 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), citation issued; 8:32 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 
8:39 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), writ-
ten warning; 8:45 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), citation issued; 8:56 a.m.: mv 
stop (Paxton Street), citation issued; 
8:56 a.m.: investigation (Stafford 
Street), services rendered; 9:20 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:23 a.m.: assist citizen (Main Street); 
10:01 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 10:11 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 11:18 a.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), verbal 
warning; 12:44 p.m.: investigation 
(Main Street), services rendered; 12:50 
p.m.: investigation (Towtaid Street), 
services rendered; 12:52 p.m.: suspi-
cious person (Stafford Street), gone on 
arrival; 2:55 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted; 3:45 p.m.: investiga-
tion (out of town, no destination noted 
in police log), services rendered; 4:07 
p.m.: investigation (Main Street), no 
action required; 5:42 a.m.: fraud (Stone 
Ridge Drive), report taken; 6:26 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street), no action 
required.

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
9:05 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

written warning; 9:23 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 
9:45 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 10:06 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), citation issued; 
10:40 a.m.: investigation (Towtaid 
Street), services rendered; 12:48 p.m.: 
investigation (Main Street), services 
rendered; 12:50 p.m.: investigation 
(Towtaid Street), services rendered; 
1:21 p.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford 
Street), no action required; 4:03 p.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), written 
warning; 4:50 p.m.: assist other PD 
(South Main Street), message deliv-
ered; 5:14 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 6:10 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning; 6:36 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
op w/suspended license, unregistered 
mv, mv towed; 9:04 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), Cassi Baumgarten, 
36, 13 Southbridge Street, Auburn, op 
w/suspended license, arrest.

SATURDAY, MARCH 20
12:34 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 12:41 a.m.: assist other 
PD (North Oxford Street, Oxford), ser-
vices rendered; 12:51 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 1:28 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 2:02 a.m..: water/sewer prob-
lem (Pleasant Street), referred; 7:08 
a.m.: assist other PD (South Main 
Street), message delivered; 10:36 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, no
inspection sticker, use of electronic 
device while operating mv/1st offense, 
op w/suspended license, mv towed; 
11:39 a.m.: fire/unauthorized burn 

(Rawson Street), services rendered; 
12:45 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
no action required; 2:21 p.m.: family 
problem (Main Street), peace restored; 
5:22 p.m.: disturbance (Clark Street), 
report taken; 6:43 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 8:28 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 9:20 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 10:20 p.m.: residential alarm 
(Baldwin Street), false alarm.

SUNDAY, MARCH 21
12:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 2:01 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 2:10 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 2:22 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 2:31 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal 
warning; 5:09 a.m.: mutual aid (Mill 
Street, Worcester), no action required; 
10:01 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 10:09 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), no action required; 10:46 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:35 a.m.: mv stop (Whittemore 
Street), verbal warning; 12:06 p.m.: acci-
dent (Henshaw Street), report taken; 
2:17 p.m.: structure fire (Main Street), 
services rendered; 3:34 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), no action required; 3:42 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 3:55 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, uninsured mv, op w/
suspended registration, mv towed; 
4:51 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
uninsured mv, op w/suspended regis-
tration, mv towed; 5:47 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), mv towed; 6:50 p.m.: 
welfare check (South Main Street), 
unable to locate; 9:32 p.m.: harassment 
(South Main Street), report taken; 9:51 
p.m.: welfare check (Ingram Road), no 
action required; 10:30 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), verbal warning.

MONDAY, MARCH 22
5:37 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-

ten warning; 8:24 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Rawson Street), no action required; 
8:35 a.m.: residential alarm (Glen Ellen 
Lane), false alarm; 9:21 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 9:45 
a.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning; 12:14 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pine Avenue), verbal warning; 1:14 
p.m..: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 2:29 p.m.: malicious mischief 
(Craig Street), spoken to; 3:23 p.m.: 
erratic operator (Henshaw Street), 
unable to locate; 4:17 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning; 5:18 
p.m.: welfare check (Pine Street), spo-
ken to; 6:06 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
written warning; 6:41 p.m.: mv stop 
(South Main Street), written warning; 
9:27 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 
spoken to; 9:34 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning.

TUESDAY, MARCH 23
12:36 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 5:57 a.m.: mv stop (River 
Street), verbal warning; 6:10 a.m.: mv 
stop (River Street), written warning; 
7:37 a.m.: assist citizen (Locust Street), 
report taken; 8:17 a.m.; accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 9:13 a.m.: mv 
stop (Pleasant Street), citation issued; 
10:03 a.m.: welfare check (Baldwin 
Street), spoken to; 10:28 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Craig Street), report taken; 11:39 
a.m.: investigation (Bethel Avenue), 
services rendered; 2:12 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), citation issued; 3:18 
p.m.: assist citizen (Dale Street), spo-
ken to; 5:11 p.m.: mv stop (Dale Street), 
no action required; 5:11 mv stop (Dale 
Street), verbal warning; 5:21 p.m.: 
ambulance (Siani Road), transported; 
5:29 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
written warning; 7:15 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Winslow Avenue), report taken; 
9:30 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:40 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), verbal warning; 9:58 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24
12:36 a.m.: mv stop (River Street), ver-

bal warning; 1:32 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), written warning; 2:12 a.m.: sus-
picious person (South Main Street), 
assisted; 5:17 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 5:56 a.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), citation issued; 
6:14 a.m.; mv stop (Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:30 a.m.: investigation 
(Craig Street), services rendered; 10:48 
a.m.: neighbor dispute (Siani Road), 
report taken; 1:19 p.m.: family problem 
(Collier Avenue), assisted; 3:34 p.m.: 
ambulance (Boyd Street), transported; 
4:52 p.m.: ambulance (Lincoln Street, 
Spencer), transported; 5:11 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, unin-
sured mv, mv towed; 5:25 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Exeter Street, Worcester), trans-
ported.

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

(Your Neighbors)
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

Homes for Heroes Program 
 Ask for details call Jo-Ann or Diane Buyers or Sellers Qualify

FEATURED PROPERTY!

Featured New Listing!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Estate Sale! Scenic View of Beautiful Webster Lake! 
Boardering Stone Walls! Split Level! 3 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Dining Rm, Hollywood Bath! Master Bedroom 
& Master Bath. Fireplaced Living Room! Finished Lower 
Level w/1/2 Bath, Garage. “Salt Water” Inground Pool. 

$319,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! ON DEPOSIT $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.

$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State 
Forest! SORRY, SOLD $132,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE

To Be Built or Build to Suit - 2000+ 
Sq Ft Custom Cape! 3 large bed-
rooms, Master suite, Central air, 2 
Fireplaces! 2 car garage. All town 
services.  $425,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living 
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a 
.25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all 
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining 
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite 
w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Spe-
cial! Remember, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.SORRY, SOLD!

Lake Shirley - 647 Reservoir Rd
Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas 
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3 
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level 
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding & 
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant 
floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!  

assisted sale $1,040,000.  SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - BECOLA ROAD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

ON DEPOSIT

Large 3 Family a rare find! Occupied by the 
owner for many decades. Entire 1st floor is 
one spacious apartment with 2 bedrooms. 2 - 
2nd floor apartments have 3 bedrooms each. 
30’ x 44’ beautiful Fieldstone Foundation, 
with walkout basement to off street parking. 
 $289,900. 

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD WEBSTER - 155 THOMPSON ROAD

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET   

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER • 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE  

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of updates. New Asphalt Shingles, 
& 8 New Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 24 x 26 Great Rm w/
Gas Fireplace! Master Suite w/”Spa Like” Bath & Soaking Tub!WHAT 
MORE COULD YOU WANT? INGROUND POOL? OK!! has that TOOl! All 
Painted! SS Appliances. New Tankless Hot Water Boiler. $467,000

SORRY, SOLD!

LOCATION! SCENIC Upper Gore Rd! Amaz-
ing “BIRD’S EYE VIEW” of Beautiful Webster 
Lake! Spacious Hip Roof Raised Ranch. 
2,279 SF+-, 4 BRs, 1-Full Bath, 2- Half 
Baths, 0.73 Acre Lot! 18x36+- INGROUND 
POOL, STORAGE SHED, LG 24x36+- DE-
TACHED 3 CAR GARAGE! 12x26+- 1 CAR 
GARAGE UNDER!  $275,000. 

Zoned General Business 5 Terriffic Opportunity for one large 
business or divide it up into smaller businesses. 4,784 sf 
building on 0.8 acre just off I-395 exit 1, with high traffic & 
visibility. Excellent location!   assisted sale  $695,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured
New Listing!

A SELLER’S MARKET  
is continuing into year 2021! 

�inking of selling, NOW is the time! Call us, your 
neighborhood Real Estate Professionals, for a FREE 

OPINION of VALUE - NO strings attached. 
Do business where the business is being done! 

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER – 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Colonial! 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great 
Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed 
Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck! 
Front to Back Living Rm! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You’ll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master 
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/
Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or 
Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger 
Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00

CHARLTON –74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm, 
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39 
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive 
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors, 
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump 
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full 
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation, 
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184’ 
9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, 1 
of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete 
Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer 
Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, 
Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable 
Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath 
for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to 
Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00

SOLD
WEBSTER – 69 Minebrook Rd! Conveniently Located 7 Rm Split Entry! 1.04 Acre 
Lot! House set well off the Road for added Privacy! Open Floor Plan! Eat-in Applianced 
Kit w/Island & Seating, Tile Flr, Tile Backsplash & Ceiling Fan! Din Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs 
& Slider to the Deck Overlooking the Private Backyard! Frplcd Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr! 
Ideal for Entertaining! Down the Hrdwd Hall find a Full Bath w/Tile Flr & 3 Bdrms w/
Wall to Wall Carpeting! Master Bdrm w/2 Dble Closets, Ceiling Fan & Master Bath w/
Marble Tile Flr & Shower Surround! Hrdwd Stairs, the Finished Lower Level Fam Rm 
w/Recessed Lighting, Stone & Tile Hearth w/Woodstove, 1/2 Bath w/Tile Flr, Laundry 
Rm w/Sink & Tile Flr, Utility Rm w/Storage! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers & Door to 
Backyard! Oil Heat! Steel “I” Beam Construction! Shed! Won’t Last!! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 31 Park Street! 
3 Family! 6/6/6 Rooms! 3/3/3 
Bedrooms! 1/1/1 Bathrooms! Each 
Unit is nearly 1,300’ Featuring 
Spacious Kitchens, Living Rooms & 
3 Good Size Bedrooms! Remodeled 
10 Yrs Ago! Updated Electric! 
Electric Heat! $284,900.00

WEBSTER – 44 Sunny Ave! Sought 
After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’ 
Colonial! 1st Flr Features Open Flr 
Plan, Kit w/Isl, Din Area, Fam Rm, 
Frplcd Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3 
Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total! 
Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot 
Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from w/Direct Waterfront Lot – Full 
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from 
3 Sides w/locked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The 1st 
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan – Frplcd Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living 
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View 
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath & 
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock! 
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00

SOLDSOLD

SOLD
ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

REAL ESTATE

�ere’s no 
place like 

HOME
This is the place to 

sell your home!

Call your local sales 
representative today!

1-800-367-9898
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

A my  Nadeau,  R eal t or
H av i ng  a f ull- ti me realtor i n thi s market i s essenti al 
f or suc c ess!  I  am happy to assi st you to buy,  sell,  

or j ust answer any q uesti ons you mi g ht hav e.

7 6  C hurch St., W hitinsville, MA  0 1 588
7 7 4 .2 80 .2 2 50  |  amy@ erak ey.com

www.amynadeau.com

JACK WALKER REALTOR
95 Church St., Whitinsville, MA 

508-234-8029

Now celebrating 50 years
in business. 

Let us put our experience  
to work for you!

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$158,522,280.00  SOLD

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS                                                         Licensed in MA & CT

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
508-943-7669
774-230-5044

Szymczak Sells - Dudley
~ SOLD $345,000 ~

Finished lower level, 3 Br, 3 Ba, 
Nearly 1 acre lot

8 Blue Heron Drive

Seller received a Home for Heroes Reward

Town of Spencer, MA
Tree Hearing

https://tinyurl.com/PaxtonRdTrees
A public hearing will be held at the 
Spencer Utilities & Facilities Office, 
3 Old Meadow Road, Spencer, MA. 
Broadcast Live (Remote Meeting Only) 
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. to 
consider the proposed removal of the 
following trees:
Paxton Rd. 4 trees various sizes,
Ray Holmes
Tree Warden
March 26, 2021
April 2, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
Docket No. WO21P0782GD

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Appointment of

Guardian of a Minor
In the interests of
Alana Eve Huard
of Rutland, MA

Minor
NOTICE TO ALL INTERESTED

PARTIES
1. Hearing Date/Time: A hearing on a 
Petition for Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 03/09/2021 by 

Mark 0. Huard of Rutland, MA
Suzanne L. Huard of Rutland, MA will 
be held 04/28/2021 08:30 AM Guard-
ianship of Minor Hearing
Located Virtually-See Enclosure
2. Response to Petition: You may re-
spond by filing a written response to 
the Petition or by appearing in person 
at the hearing. If you choose to file a 
written response, you need to:
 File the original with the Court; and
 Mail a copy to all interested parties 
at least five (5) business days before 
the hearing.
3. Counsel for the Minor: The minor 
(or an adult on behalf of the minor) has 
the right to request that counsel be ap-
pointed for the minor.
4. Counsel for Parents: If you are a 
parent of the minor child who is the 
subject of this proceeding you have a 
right to be represented by an attorney. 
If you want an attorney and cannot af-
ford to pay for one and if you give proof 
that you are indigent, an attorney will 
be assigned to you. Your request for an 
attorney should be made immediately 
by filling out the Application of Appoint-
ment of Counsel form. Submit the ap-
plication form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your case is 
going to be heard.
5. Presence of the Minor at Hearing: 
A minor over age 14 has the right to 
be present at any hearing, unless the 
Court finds that it is not in the minor’s 

best interests.
THIS IS A LEGAL NOTICE: An im-
portant court proceeding that may af-
fect your rights has been scheduled. 
If you do not understand this notice or 
other court papers, please contact an 
attorney for legal advice.
Date: March 9, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

April 2, 2021

Town of Spencer
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is hereby given under Chapter 
138, Sec. 15A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws that a public hearing will 
be held remotely on April 12 at 6:05 
p.m. on the application of Miguel A. 
Perez for a transfer of an all-alcohol-
ic beverages license for Tulence, Inc. 
d/b/a Mexicali Grille, 117 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA. Described premises: 
8,400 square feet with two floors.
Options to participate:
Dial in from your phone: 1 866 899 
4679 Enter Access Code: 479-429-349
Or, join from your computer, tablet, or 
smartphone: https://www.gotomeet.
me/TownofSpencerMA/boardofselect-
men
Ralph E. Hicks,
Chairman, Board of Selectmen
April 2, 2021

Town of Spencer

Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
The Town of Spencer has filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission for Muzzy Dam outlet structure 
repairs at Maple Street, Spencer, MA.
Harry and Maureen Hatch have filed 
an NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to remove tree debris and 
replace railing posts at 7 Sycamore Av-
enue, Spencer, MA.
Matthew Beers has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commission 
because of the placement of drainage 
pipes in the resource area at 6 Condon 
Drive, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
April 14, 2021 at which time all persons 
having an interest may call in to partic-
ipate in the Conservation Commission 
meeting that opens at 7:00 p.m.

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
April 2, 2021

LEGALS

“You ain’t nuthin but a hot dog?” 
Those are fighting words in ChiTown!

For the love of the dog ...
My parents were both 

small town kids. My 
mom from Sand Springs, 
Oklahoma and dad from 
Sesser, Illinois. Their 
move to the far south sub-
urbs of Chicago in 1953 to 
find work must have been 
a culture shock of great magnitude.

So, I was born and raised within the 
gravitational pull of the Windy City on 
beautiful Lake Michigan. To my broth-
er, sisters, and I, our many trips into 
what was at the time, the second largest 
city in America, seeing the Chicago 
skyline as it appeared and grew on the 
horizon was like driving to the magical 
city of Oz. Breathtaking.

I’ve written of my love of Chicago 
pizza and the Chicago Cubs. Somehow, 
I’ve skipped over my passion for the 
best hot dogs in the universe ... Vienna 
Beef, served Chicago Style.

I can hear the collective gasps of my 
friends and neighbors on the East coast. 
“Vienna what?” They’ll ask, then claim, 
“Nathan’s is the best dog around.” And 
rest assured, I love Nathan’s. But there 
is just something special ... familiar ... 
a Chicago Style Vienna Beef dog is my 
comfort food.

What is “Chicago Style” 
and where did it begin?

The Vienna Beef website 
offers this historical begin-
ning ...

“The Chicago Style hot 
dog got its start from street 
cart hot dog vendors during 
the hard times of the Great 

Depression. Money was scarce, but busi-
ness was booming for these entrepre-
neurs who offered a delicious hot meal 
on a bun for only a nickel. The famous 
Chicago Style Hot Dog was born!”

The style itself is extremely specific 
and no deviation is allowed. Make a 
small addition, omission, or change of 
any kind and you have committed sac-
rilege. It’s Chicago way or the highway. 
I’ll try to describe it for you without 
drooling all over my keyboard. 

This delicacy begins with a Vienna all 
beef hot dog mounted upon a poppy seed 
bun. Then add bright yellow mustard 
(yes, the color and shade do matter). 
Chopped onions, Vienna brand bright 
green relish (same color as the Chicago 
River on St. Patrick’s Day), two Italian 
pickled sport peppers (hot Serrano), 
two wedges (not chopped) of tomato, a 
long slice or wedge (no fancy wavy or 
crinkle cut) of kosher/deli dill pickle, 

topped off by celery salt sprinkled the 
length of the bun. The most important 
admonishment is no ketchup! You can 
have ketchup with your fries, but you 
are required to keep it at least twelve 
inches from the sacred dog. There’s no 
room for deviation here.

I see dogs as I travel claiming to be 
Chicago, but the slightest modification 
disqualifies it’s claim. I was in St. Louis 
and a dog stand advertised Chicago Style 
but made two critical errors. Chopped 
tomato and jalapeño slices instead of 
sport peppers. The dog was destroyed 
... dead to me. I mean really ... is it the 
Mona Lisa with a different smile? Is it 
the Magnificent Mile without Big John 
standing at the end? Some things in life 
require a purity about them ... a tradi-
tion ... knowing my dad was the first in 
our family to taste one and I was next. 
I introduced the exact same dog to my 
Iowa wife (she’s still struggling with the 
idea of eating a hot dog at all). I intro-
duced them to my kids and now to Caleb 
and Noah. I find satisfaction in the fact 
every dog, regardless of generation had 
the same aroma, look, texture and taste. 
I find joy and comfort in the consistent 
continuation of this Chicago tradition. 
It’s food, it’s a delicacy, it’s tradition 

and it’s artful beauty on a bun.
There are some things in life so per-

fect they should never change. To do so 
could roll our very planet off its access 
and destroy life on earth as we know 
it. If you’ve tasted the delicacy that is 
Chicago Style, no explanation is needed. 
If not, no explanation is possible. For 
those in this group, you have the recipe. 
Give it a try. Your taste buds will be 
forever changed. The integrity of the 
construction of a Chicago Style Hot Dog 
is one of the few food items with this 
power. 

As for me, I’ll take two dogs, “Chicago 
Style!”

(I awoke this morning after a dream 
of being outside of Wrigley waiting to 
get in with Caleb and Noah. We were all 
eating Chicago Style Hot Dogs.  I got out 
of bed and what popped out of my head? 
A Chicago Style column!)

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING
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LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

First �oor  
3 bedrooms

Apliances included
No smoking/no pets 

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE WORKER
Local landscape maintenance worker needed

Full and part time positions
Experienced in all aspects of

landscape maintenance.
Excellent pay for the right individual.

Company is in Douglas, Mass.
Please call 508-868-9473

LIVE BAIT 
TROLLING FOR  

TROUT FISHING
Spencer

508-885- 5416

Open            24/7

TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT

North Brookfield Highway 
Department is looking for a 
Full-time Driver, Laborer, 
Operator position. Must be 

available for emergency calls days, 
nights, weekends & holidays. 

Applications available at the 
Highway Garage, 

58 School St, No. Brookfield 
(508)867-0213

Equal Opportunity Employer

1950M
John Deere 

Tractor
as is 

$2500
or best offer

Call
508-867-2810

IMPERIAL  
WORLDWIDE  

IS HIRING 
Experience preferred / Will Train

Insulation Applicators,  
Gutter and Shelving Installers

Please Apply in person  
Tues & Thurs. 8-9 AM

Or by Appointment 

508-791-2200
708 Grafton St., Shrewsbury MA

FULL TIME HELP WANTED
 STURBRIDGE 

Position #1-
Looking for farm hand/laborer

Position #2- Looking for  
Mechanic/Carpenter 

Must be dependable.  
Wage based on experience

Call Jon at 774-415-3800 
for full details

CUSTODIAN
DOUGLAS  

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
1.0 FTE Custodian (2:00 PM-10:00PM – 
hours subject to change) �is position is open 
until �lled. Interested candidates should send 
a letter of intent, resume, and three recent 
letters of recommendation to: Je�rey Kollett, 
Facilities Manager, 21 Davis Street, Douglas, 
MA  01516

All appointments are conditional based on 
a satisfactory CORI and SAFIS Background 
check per 603 CMR 51.00

�e Douglas Public Schools is committed to 
maintaining a work and learning environment 
free from discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin, pregnancy, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, marital/
civil union status, ancestry, place of birth, 
age, citizenship status, veteran status, political 
a�liation, genetic information or disability, as 
de�ned and required by state and federal laws. 
Additionally, we prohibit retaliation against 
individuals who oppose such discrimination 
and harassment or who participate in an equal 
opportunity investigation.

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

NOW HIRING
COOK

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com,  
or send resume to 

info@salemcrossinn.com

GARDEN
MANURE
FOR SALE
Located in
 Charlton

Will deliver
508-320-3273
508-248-7335

LOOKING TO 
RENT

1 Bedroom 
Apartment
in Webster

or surrounding 
towns

Call
508-461-6219

Town of Charlton seeks a 
FT Conservation Agent

Quali�ed candidates will have knowledge of Mass General Law 
relating to the MA Wetlands Protection Act. Working knowledge 
of soil types; ability to verify wetland boundaries; familiarity with 

permit and grant writing. Minimum quali�cations includes  
Bachelor’s Degree in an environmental �eld, �ve years’ experience 
in environment management, land conservation or a related �eld; 

or equivalent combination of education and experience.  
Engineering Degree a plus. Must be able to li� 30 lbs. and have 
the physical agility to walk rough terrain and access all areas of 

inspection sites. Hiring range $27.43/hr. – $30.93/hr. dependent on 
experience and education.

Position will remain open until �lled. 
Apply online at https://townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources

Equal Opportunity Employer

Homeowner looking 
for 

GARDENING HELP
Woodstock Area 

(close to Southbridge)

Please call 
860-974-0028

$780 with a month-to-month 
lease signing, first last and  
security deposit required,  
Credit check also required

 NO PETS 
Available May First

Please call 774-230-0878 
leave message

 NEWLY RENOVATED 
two bedroom  

Apartment for rent

Spring has 
sprung.

Need a backup mower or 
weedwhacker? 

Plenty of rebuilt machines on 
hand at reasonable prices. 
Stop in at 385 Morris St., 

Southbridge, from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. to see what is available. 

Please wear a mask when you 
stop by.

YARD SALE
APRIL 3RD & 4TH 

FROM 
9:30AM-3:30PM

Antiques and 
Vintage Items

Tools and Housewares

20 Stoughton Ave 
Webster MA

HELP WANTED
BC Industries
Metal Shot Sandblasting 

Position Available 
In Oxford, MA.  

Blasting Most Ferrous & 
Non-Ferrous Metals.  

Experience Blasting With Steel 
Shot, Grit & Garnet A Plus. 

 Call BC Industries 
At 508-987-3042 

Or E-Mail Resume To 
Donnaz@bcblast.com

LANDSCAPE 
HELP WANTED

 •  Must have valid  
driver’s license

 • Reliable transportation
 •  $15.00 - $ 25.00 per hour 

depending on experience
 •  Full time positions only

Suburban Landscaping Inc.
Dudley, MA 01571

(508) 943-2843

waters, because of Covid. Fishing is the 
safest sport when it comes to social dis-
tancing, and anglers fishing from boats 
are even safer. At a time when Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts are relaxing 
some of their restrictions on bars, restau-
rants and fitness centers, restrictions on 
fishermen enjoying a day on the water 
with friends and family seem a bit harsh. 
It is totally unnecessary. Remember that 
the daily creel limit for trout at Wallum 
is five fish.

The pandemic has taken a toll on a 
lot of activities for outdoorsmen and 
women this year, and people are becom-
ing sick and tired of wearing masks. 
As the Secretary of the 200 sportsmen’s 
club stated in his latest report to the club 
“I cannot tell if they are sticking their 
tongue out at me!”

Wild turkey hunting will open in 
Mass. on April 26 in zones 1-13, and from 
the looks of things, the birds are not in 
short supply. This past weekend, I was 
driving in Bellingham and had to stop 
for more than 20 turkeys to cross. They 
marched by in single file taking their 
sweet time. A couple of irate, impatient 
drivers started to blow their horn, but I 
held my ground. I was afraid that one of 
them would try to pass and wipe out a 

few, but they waited 
till they all crossed. 
The Massachusetts 
youth turkey hunt 
will be held April 
24. If you know 
a youngster that 
would like to hunt 
a wild turkey, make 
his or her day and 
take them out. 
The experience of 
watching a young-
ster 12-17 years of 
age harvest there 
first turkey, will be 
a rewarding experi-
ence for both of you. 
They are our future 
hunters. Be sure to 
read all regulations 
prior to hunting. 
More on turkey 
hunting next week.    

The Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun club 
had more than 60 shooters at the 3- D 
archery shoot last weekend. Although 
the weatherman predicted rain for the 
event, the morning remained dry and 
allowed the archers to enjoy a great day 
on the archery course. A full breakfast 
was enjoyed by most in attendance. 
Numerous youngsters were also in 

attendance and enjoyed shooting on 
the course. The club is also holding an 
Easter egg hunt this Saturday for mem-
bers and their families. A free breakfast 
will be served for all youngsters in atten-
dance. Please call the club and register 
if you are planning to attend. The club 
members fishing derby is April 10, and 
the kid’s derby is May 8.

Local sportsmen are anxiously await-
ing the results of their input into the 
license and permit increases that were 
proposed recently for 2022 by MFW. 
Many were hoping for some bargaining 

TRUE
continued from page A12

A spotted salamander that was picked up by 
a reader in a road and released into nearby 
cover.

Photos Courtesy

This week’s picture shows Rene Boucher with a five-pound rainbow 
trout taken at the Auburn Sportsmen’s club recently. Nice fish.

Turn To TRUE page A18
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room on the increases, 
and also make crossbows 
legal to anyone that wants 
to hunt with one, as well 
as making Sunday hunt-
ing on private property 
for bow hunters legal. 
Many neighboring states 
already have a crossbow 
regulation that allows any 
legally licensed hunter to 
use one, and Sunday hunt-

ing on private property 
for bow hunters needs 
to become law. Fishing 
license sales have soared 
by 10 percent in most 
states in 2021. 

This past week, I 
received the book “A Dog 
Called Perth” in the mail 
from an anonymous read-
er or acquaintance. I am 
not a big book reader, but 
I had to read it because it 
was about a beagle that 
was purchased by a well 
to do couple, that should 

never have purchased 
it. As most of my read-
ers know, I inherited a 
13-inch beagle from my 
wife when she passed a 
couple of years ago. She 
is great company for my 
10-year-old Lab, as well as 
myself. Next week, I will 
have finished the book, 
and will discuss the book 
and its author. Stay tuned.   

This week’s picture 
shows Rene Boucher with 
a five-pound rainbow trout 
taken from the Auburn 

Sportsmen’s Club 
pond recently. 
Nice fish. Did you 
know that trout 
purchased from 
private hatcher-
ies by Rod & Gun 
Clubs is now $9 a 
pound. 

The Whitinsville 
Fish & Game club 
will hold their 
annual spring 
derby on April 17 
for club members. 

Take A Kid 
Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods 
Bending!

TRUE
continued from page A16

HEALTH 
& HOME

A special supplement dedicated to the 
Health and Wellness of people, pets, 

and Spring Home Improvement

Advertise in this special supplement coming to the
Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Charlton Villager,  

Sturbridge Villager, Southbridge News, 
Webster Times, and Blackstone Valley Tribune,
and tell readers how your business can help 

promote health & wellness for all, 
or spruce up your home for Spring. 

A Fresh Approach to
Healthy Living & Home Improvement

Contact your sales representative

Your business not 
health, home or 

 pet related?
115,000 readers 

will still
see your ad!

Publication Date: 
April 23, 2021

Sales Deadline: April 8, 2021 

AD SIZES
Full Page Cover $1000
Full page inside  $800 B&W; $850 color
1/2 page  $500 B&W; $550 color
1/4 page  $300 B&W; $350 color
1/8th page  $200 B&W; $250 color

June Simakauskas
508-909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mikaela Victor
508-909-4126

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Brown • Blue • Blush • Purple 

• Red • White • Lt Gray 
• Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone • Title V Sand 
• Presby Sand • Concrete Sand 

• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 
• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Crushed Asphalt 
• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

SELF PICK-UP OR CALL
TO SCHEDULE YOUR
DELIVERY TODAY!

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

NO
MINIMUMS

SCREENED LOAM STORED IN BUILDING

Spring Is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

Where Everyone Goes For Their 
Piece Of The Earth!

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

A/C’s & Dehumidifiers

IN STOCK!1000s OF APPLIANCES
IN STOCK FOR PICKUP 

OR DELIVERY

RUNNING
FOR OFFICE 

THIS SPRING?
LOCAL OR STATEWIDE?

Front page starts at 
$100 per paper

1/8th page  ......... 5”x 5”
1/4 page  ............. 5”x 10.5”

MAKE YOUR VOICE 
COUNT!

All advertisements and flyers must contain the 
following information: 

“Political Advertisement” at the top, and a 
“paid for by the committee to elect…” at the bottom.

Knock on up to 43,000 doors with an ad or insert in 
Stonebridge Press Newspapers. The Spencer New Leader 
reaches 11,800+ households all by mail in Spencer, Leicester and 
The Brookfields.

Our sister publications reach Charlton, Sturbridge, Southbridge, 
Auburn, Webster, Oxford, Dudley, Uxbridge, Northbridge, Douglas, 
Fiskdale, Holland, Wales, & Brimfield.

All newspapers are also online each week and archived on 
508local.com as well as posted on 508local Facebook page.

You can also place a political insert/flyer in our papers and insert 
by zip code to just your towns.

Full Color Space is available on the Front Page
Contact June at 508-909-4062 

Or email: Jsima@stonebridgepress.news with any 
questions or for pricing.

MA PUBLICATIONS:
Spencer New Leader, Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, 

Southbridge News, Auburn News, Webster Times, 
and the Blackstone Valley Tribune

1/2 page  ........... 10”x 10.5”
Full Page  ......... 10”x 21”

These are sample sizes…any size  

is available for political advertising.

Sample sizes

Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!Sprung!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Get outside and
forget about cooking,  

we’ll do it for you! 

559 Main St., Fiskdale, MA, 
Sturbridge Marketplace, 2nd floor 

FRIDAY – SATURDAY 10 TO 4

REB
Products
Trinkets & Treasures 

Boutique

CASH SALE $3.00 AND UP

www.StonebridgePress.com




