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Proposed businesses
2o ‘up in smoke’

BY GREG VINE
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

At its most recent meet-
ing, Winchendon’s Board
of Health shot down a
proposal to increase the
number of tobacco licens-
es available to local busi-
nesses. There are cur-
rently nine licenses in
existence and the board
has adopted a policy to
cap the number at that
amount. The licenses
must stay with the exist-
ing business, meaning
anyone who purchases
an existing business may
buy the license that goes
with it. But no licenses
will be granted to new-
ly-established retailers.
If a business holding an
existing license closes
its doors for good, the
license dies with it.

The possibility of
expanding the number
of licenses arose earlier
this year when local busi-
nessman Mark Atkinson
signed a lease to estab-
lish a vape shop on Pond
Street, behind Gabby’s
Pizza. Unfortunately,
Atkinson signed the
lease under the misper-

ception that he would be
able to obtain the tobacco
license he would need to
open the business. After
obtaining several per-
mits and sinking a fair
amount of money into
renovating the space, he
was informed there were
no licenses available.

Atkinson then went to
the board in the hope that
members would agree to
increase the number of
licenses.

The board was
approached at its last
meeting by Shannon
Ford, who had plans to
open a smoke shop next
to Silver Hawk Jewelry
on Spring Street. Ford
explained she currently
holds a medical marijua-
na card and must trav-
el to area communities
to purchase the supplies
she needs.

“I found that most of
them charge very high
prices; they’re very
pricey,” she said. “To
increase the number of
tobacco licenses avail-
able in Winchendon
would benefit residents
who will need supplies

as local pot shops open.
I've been forced to travel
around to buy my own
products, which has
made me want to start
my own business in
Winchendon. That’s why
I'm looking for you to lift
the cap and allow other
businesses to operate.”

In addition to selling
tobacco products, Ford
said she planned on sell-
ing cannabis-based prod-
ucts, such as oils, as well
as pipes, bongs, and other
items used to consumer
marijuana.

Winchendon Tobacco
Control Agent Joan
Hamlett told Ford,
“You’re kind of mixing
up marijuana with tobac-
co, and CBD oils with
tobacco. Tobacco and
marijuana will never be
sold in the same location,
and tobacco and marijua-
na products will never be
sold in the same location.
That’s by design of the
state and the Cannabis
Control Commission.
When it comes to CBD
oil, if you open up an
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A fall of snow does not improve the look of the building falling in on itself.

Court OKs
White Mountain Freezer

building demo

BY GREG VINE
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

After several fruit-
less trips to court to
get permission to
demolish part of the
old White Mountain
Freezer plant, a judge
has finally given the
town of Winchendon
the okay to raze the
dilapidated struc-
ture at 283 Lincoln
Avenue Extension.
“Dilapidated” greatly
understates the con-
dition of the building,
which long ago began
caving in on itself and
portions of which have
fallen into the street.
Town officials have
sought to tear down
the building due to its
obvious threat to the
health and safety of the
public.

The owner of record,
J.A. Jameson, owes
in excess of $13,000 in
delinquent property

taxes and initial steps
have been taken by
town officials to seize
the property through
a tax taking. Property
caretaker Mike
Holmes reportedly told
Winchendon Building
Commissioner Geoff
Newton the owners
currently reside in
Puerto Rico.

Last week a judge
granted the town the
permission it needed
to enter the property
to begin the process of
demolition.

At Monday’s meet-
ing of the Board of
Selectmen, Town
Manager Keith Hickey
said, “The judge
expanded the deci-
sion from the initial
request, which was
just to demolish the
building, to demolish
the building and also
address the rodent
issue in and around

the building.”

“We received
that notification
Thursday,” Hickey
continued. “Our build-
ing commissioner has
been reaching out to
demolition companies
and a crane company
to get three prices for
the work. I had reached
out to see if we could be
relieved of some of the
procurement regula-
tions, specifically ask-
ing not to have to go
out to bid through the
paper but to be able to
simply reach out and
get three bids. That
was approved, so we
are now in the process
of trying to get those
three written bids.”

The town manager
went on to explain:
“PublicWorksDirector
Al Gallant made a
suggestion to me last

Turn To DEMO page A10

Winter on the Millers River by Sue Simonds, awarded Best in Show.

Beals now hosting

photo exhibit

The first-ever Millers River & Watershed Photo Exhibit has moved
to the Beals Memorial Library, located at 50 Pleasant St. in downtown
Winchendon. The exhibit is viewable now through Dec. 8 during the
library’s open hours: Monday through Thursday 1-8 p.m., Fridays 9 a.m.-5
p-m. and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; both the library and exhibit are wheel-

chair-accessible.

MRWC and the library will host a public reception on Wednesday, Nov.
28, from 6:30-8 p.m. The photo exhibit features the ribbon winners from
the photo contest judged by noted nature photographers Paul Rezendes of
Athol, Bill Fournier of Gardner and Dale Monette of New Salem. Above:
Winter on the Millers, by Sue Simonds - awarded Best in Show.
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Rail line may impact area

BoTH MCGOVERN AND 'TRAHAN

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

As Democrats pre-
pare to become the
majority in the House
of Representatives, Rep.
Jim McGovern(D), whose
district includes part of
Winchendon may be
poised to help the town
when it comes to trans-
portation.

MassLive news service
is reporting McGovern
might help speed up
federal funding for the
oft-talked about rail line
expansion from Boston to
Western Massachusetts

SUPPORT PELOSI

with possible yet-to-
be-determined stops in
between.

Whether or not any
would, if any come to
fruition be close by
Winchendon is an open
question, but state Sen.
Eric Lesser thinks there’s
a good chance the line
will get built.

“It’s not going to fall
by the wayside. There’s
too many people who
care too deeply about this
and know how important
it is, from the business
community to the advo-
cates to just everyday

people. We’re not going
to let it go away,” he said
last week.

“The stars are hopeful-
lyaligningfor some major
movement forward,”
he added. However, the
study commissioned by
the state is expected to
take between 12 and 15
months to complete.

“We start to build the
political will and the con-
sensus to make it happen.
We’ve lost our ambition,
I think, in this country,
about what we can do.

Turn To RAIL page A2

Businesses ready for
Small Business Saturday

BY GREG VINE
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

A total of nearly two
dozen local businesses
have signed up to partic-
ipate in Small Business
Saturday. First observed
in 2010, the event is
sponsored by American
Express and falls
between Black Friday
and CyberMonday, two
of the busiest shopping
days of the year. The first
Small Business Saturday
began as a partnership
between the credit card
giant, the National Trust
for Historic Preservation,
Roslindale Village Main
Street, and Boston Mayor
Tom Menino.

Winchendon Business
Group spokesman
Cailte Kelly sees Small
Business Saturday as a
way to both boost sales
for small businesses and
to increase awareness

SPORTS
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of those businesses in
smaller communities.

“Small businesses rep-
resent more than just a
store,” said Kelly. “It’s
the community, your
neighbors. It’s unfortu-
nate it takes days like
this to drive awareness,
but many businesses are
able to gain some atten-
tion and parlay that into
residual business all year
long.”

Kelly said each busi-
ness has its own reason
for participating.

“Businesses have dif-
ferent objectives for being
involved,” he said. Some
are trying to make a big
impact all at once, others
are looking to solve gaps
in gift ideas that may
need several local visits.
I would encourage shop-
pers if they’re looking for
something specific, don’t
hesitate to ask the local

business. Many times,
they have it; you may just
not see it yet.”

“Last year some busi-
nesses did see a boost
in sales that day,” said
Winchendon Planning
and Development
Director Tracy Murphy.
“The intent is to spark
business moving for-
ward. We will re-evalu-
ate if hosting the Vendor
Fair at town hall has an
impact or not.”

A vendor fair was
held last year in the sec-
ond-floor auditorium
at Winchendon’s town
hall. While a number
of visitors participated,
Murphy said the amount
of traffic didn’t seem to
justify doing it again this
year.

According to Kelly,
Small Business Saturday

Turn To SATURDAY page A10

WEEKLY QUOTE

People will travel anywhere
for good food - it’s crazy.

— Rene Redzepi
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2019 Paint Trends: Connect, Disconnect, Repeat

Modern-day
culture makes
room for all of our
divergent person-
alities, from the
back-to-nature
enthusiast to the
tech multitasker.
And according to
color expert Kate Smith, color
trends for 2019 address them
all, focusing on the three main
trends of connecting, discon-
necting and reconnecting.

The Connect palette reflects
Americans’ growing desire to
connect with their roots (think
DNA kits and genealogy test-

ing). According to

HoME Smith, “The colors

of this ‘Connect’

MATTERS ~ palette have a
——  well-worn look. It’s
DARLENE almost like they
| ROSSI are ‘comfort col-

ors’ handed down
from another gen-
eration. Each hue is a toned-
down version of a color that
was once brighter, but has now
mellowed with time.”

Among the shades in this
color palette are Endless Sea,
Dark Hunter Green and Cavern
Clay from Sherwin Williams,
and Raisin in the Sun and

Amber Autumn from Behr.
The Disconnect color palette
is aimed at the multitaskers
who, after so much time spent
daily on their devices, must
come home to disconnect.
According to Smith, as people
begin to understand the need
for fewer distractions, they dis-
connect and gravitate to softer
hues and more subtle tones.
“At the intersection of high-
speed connections and calm
minds, we find inspiring neu-
tral colors that defy being easily
named,” she explains. “They’re
not quite gray or taupe or tan,
but have an almost magical

ability to blend with an unlimit-
ed range of colors.” That’s why
you’ll find colors in this pal-
ette with more esoteric names,
like Synchronicity, Magnolia
Blossom and Discover from
PPG, and Misty and Moth Wing
from Sherwin Williams

Finally, the Reconnect pal-
ette reflects our reaction to
the often overwhelming world
events happening around us.
As Smith explains, when the
world around us feels like it
has gone crazy, we turn to fam-
ily, friends and homes to find
happiness.

“Comfortable surroundings

in upbeat, happy colors make
us smile,” she says. “Golden
yellows, earthy light terracot-
ta and sky blue are just some
of the colors that help people
reconnect. These are joyful,
nurturing colors that remind
us to take a deep breath - and
that everything and everyone
is going to be okay.”

The upbeat colors in the
Reconnect palette include,
Endless Sea, Eros Pink, Honey
Bees and Elation from Sherwin
Williams, and Sprite Twist
from PPG.
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Saturday November 17

NIGHT OF COMEDY: The Knights
of the Inferno are hosting a Night of
Comedy Saturday, Nov. 17 with doors
opening at 7 p.m. and the comedians
taking the stage at 8 p.m. all at the
American Legion Post 193, 295 School
St. Tickets are $20 each, $30 a couple.
This is a fundraiser for the high school
scholarship program. There will be raf-
fles, 50/50.

HOLLY BAZAAR: The United
Parish of Winchendon, 39 Front St.,
hosts its annual Holly Bazaar Saturday
Nov. 179 a.m.-2 p.m.

GALLERY OPEN: This will be
GALA'’s last art show and sale for the
year. This is like a starving artist show
with a variety of over 150 art pieces
from local artists. The walls are flooded
with artwork that is $100 or less. VERY

affordable artwork for you to purchase
for your family and friends. There is
something for everyone! We also have
pottery and jewelry. So stop by for your
holiday shopping. Our reception will be
this Saturday, 17th from 10:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m. Then we will be open every week-
end noon-4 p.m. until Christmas. Hope
to see you this weekend and hope you
will also support your local artists.

Thursday
November 22

TRIVIA NIGHT: Sons of the
American Legion host Trivia Night
beginning at 8 p.m. at the American
Legion. Gather a team and challenge
your friends. Hosted by questions mas-
ter Ryan Murphy.

Friday November 23

TOY DRIVE: Friday, Nov. 23 Spirit
of Christmas Toy Drive from 12 noon to
4 pm, stop by the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Winchendon, 126 Central St.,
with your donations of new and gen-
tly used toys to brighten Christmas
for local families in need. Volunteer
help that day is welcome, too! Call Rev.
Arthen at 978-297-1730 if you have ques-
tions.

Saturday & Sunday
November 24 &25

GALLERY OPEN: GALA’s walls are
flooded with artwork that is $100 or less.
VERY affordable artwork for you to
purchase for your family and friends.
There is something for everyone! We
also have pottery and jewelry. We will
be open every weekend noon-4 p.m.
until Christmas. Hope to see you this
weekend and hope you will also support

your local artists.

Sunday November 25

SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST:
atthe Snowbound Club, 130 Baldwinville
Road, 8 a.m.-noon. Open to the public.
Come enjoy with us! For information
(978) 297-0124.

Saturday December 1

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: the
ever popular Breakfast with Santa at
the Carriage House restaurant, spon-
sored by Kiwanis of Winchendon and
Key Clubs of Mahar and Murdock high
schools. Buffet breakfast, adults $8; chil-
dren $1. A chance to see Santa. Parents
bring a camera or phone, great photo
opportunity.

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR: Broadview
Assisted Living, 547 Central St., hosts a
Holiday Craft Fair Saturday, Dec. 1 10
a.m.-2 p.m. with all local vendors. Santa
will visit 11:30-2 p.m. and Kkids are invit-
ed to make their own crafts. For more

REAL ESTATE
TRANSACTIONS

WINCHENDON

$303,800 6 Island Rd, Divito,
Stephanie L, and Divito, John, to
Fitch, Cindy L.

$115,000 125 Baldwinville State
Rd, Boudreau, Emelie M, to Girard,
Michael.

$13,500 22 Bemis Rd,
Independence Asset LL.C, to Mcniff,
Cynthia and Mcniff, Troy.

ACCURACY
WATCH

The Winchendon Courier is commit-
ted to accuracy in all its news reports.
Although numerous safeguards are
in place to ensure accurate reporting,
mistakes can occur. Confirmed fact
errors will be corrected at the top
right hand corner of page three in a
timely manner. If you find a mis-
take, call (978) 297-0050 during normal
business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s
voice mailbox. The editor will return
your phone call. Or contact the edi-
tor at the following email: ruth@
stonebridgepress.news.

Murdock announces bhonor roll

Murdock High School has announced
the following students have earned a
place on the honor roll for the first
quarter.

GRADE 9

Highest honors: Arielle Benedict;
Daniel Fuller; Evelyn Haley.

High Honors: Domenic Iannacone;
Matthew Marshall; Makeighla Marston.

Honors: Nicholas Bond; Lilly Digman;
Caden Keeney; Nobalegh Laraba;
Rachel McCarthy; Moeketsi Molai;
Taylor Patterson; Kevin Pesce; Chloe
St. Peter.

GRADE 10

Highest Honors: Nicole Becotte;
Jonathan Polcari; Julio Rodriguez.

High Honors: Briahna Bouchard;
Abigail Leahey; Cameron Monette;
Christtaney Noble; Justin Thira.

Honors: Alexia Allard; Vivian
Beauvais-Michaud; Tyler Goodwin;
Meagan Knight; Paige Lafrennie;
Cameron LaPlaca; Rachael Legault;
John Maloney; Philip Quinn; Jonathan

Russell; Evan Sawyer; Laruen
Serratore; Logan Wilson.
GRADE 11

Highest Honors: Hannah Demanche.
High Honors: Samuel Hauver;
Cassandra Wightman.

Honors: Owen Benedict; Rebekah-
Lynn Bergeron; Gabriella Cote; Logan
Hulff; Erica Lashua; Morgan Pace; Grace
Sutherland; Brook Tenney; Joseph
Williams.

GRADE 12

Highest Honors: Nicole Lemire.

High Honors: Dana Devarney;
Britney Jackson; Lindsey Smith.

Honors: Izaria Alcantara; Matthew
Casavant; Yang Yi Chen; Adam Digman;
Lindsey Gemme; Ciera Guild; Chloe
Lawrece; Maria Polcari; Timmy Quinn;
Emily Smith; Jaelynn Stetson; Ryan
Thira; Jacob Woodard; Jared Woodard.

BUSINESS
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adult smoke shop you’ll only be able to
sell CBD vapes; you will not be able to
sell anything you can’t vape or smoke.”

Hamless told the Courier that CBD
oils are processed to contain cannabidi-
ol, a cannabinoid constituent of canna-
bis which contain little or no THC, the

element in marijuana that produces a
“high” when used.

“If you want to sell other CBD prod-
ucts, you have to go to the Cannabis
Control Commission and work with
them,” she told Ford.

Former Board of Health member
Diane Cosentino told the board she
opposed lifting the cap on tobacco
licenses.

“The purpose of the Board of Health,”

she said, “is to protect the public health.
Lifting the cap would go against that
mission.”

Ultimately, a motion to allow for the
expansion of the number of available
licenses was shot down on a four-to-
one decision, with Chairman Lionel
Cloutier and members Corey Wilson,
Ed Bond, and Keith Kent voting against
the proposal and member Brian Croteau
voting in favor.

RAIL

continued from page A1

Much harder projects have been pulled
off,” insisted Lesser.

Once the study is done, Lesser said
he’ll be urging legislators to “get to
work. This is no longer just a Western
Mass project. The whole state is
involved in it.”

Consultants are expected to be look-
ing at as many as six options for a poten-
tial passenger rail line between South
Station in Boston out to Springfield
with multiple stops along the route in
90 minutes.

The rest of Winchendon will be rep-
resented in January by Rep.-elect Lori
Trahan (D), who spent part of last
week in Washington at an orientation
seminar for newly elected members of
Congress.

Trahan, who was neutral during a
ten-way primary campaign and the gen-

eral election, now says she’ll support
Nancy Pelosi for Speaker of the House
when Democrats become the majori-
ty in January. Trahan, whose district
includes most of Winchendon, said
she has signed a letter backing Pelosi,
according to media reports.

When Trahan came to Winchendon
during the summer, she declined to
tell the Courier specifically how she
planned to vote in the Democratic cau-
cus whether the party was the majority
or minority, assuming she herself won.
She said she was going to decide “after
the election.”

McGovern, who represents a single
Winchendon precinct has support-
ed Pelosi from the get-go. and said so
whenever asked on the campaign trail.

“Absolutely,” he said during a region-
al campaign swing a week before the
election.

Trahan and McGovern, who repre-
sent more rural areas of the state are
bucking a movement being pushed by
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Rep. Seth Moulton, who is spearhead-
ing the anti-Pelosi faction within the
Democratic caucus.

Trahan told the Lowell Sun, “There’s
no one else with the experience and
proven track record of Nancy Pelosi.
The stakes are high right now and it’s
important we have at the helm of the
party someone who knows how to bal-
ance the role of holding the administra-
tion accountable while also being some-
one who can get legislation passed.”

Trahan joined 60 other newly elected
or re-elected women in signing the letter
supporting Pelosi. She said she made
her decision after meeting with new
colleagues and Pelosi during last week’s
“freshman orientation” in Washington.

Trahan served as chief of staff for
UMass-Lowell President Marty Meehan
when he held the seat she will occupy.
Pelosi was minority leader during that
era and had just been chosen Speaker
after the 2006 election when Meehan left
Congress.
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Tobacco advertising collecti

CDC statistics
show that 42.4%
of the population
smoked in 1965.
By 2014, the fig-
ure had dropped
to 16.8%. Despite

to bad breath.
Tobacco was
even used as
currency during
the 1600s. In 1776
tobacco was used
as collateral for

the declining loans to France
number of smok- that helped
ers, many peo- finance the
ple still collect ~ ANTIQUES, Revolutionary
tobacco related War.
memorabilia. COLLECTIBLES  The danger of
Before 1 dis- tobacco use was
cuss tobacco & ESTATES first discovered
memorabilia, * °* ° ° ° ° ° ° in1826, whennic-
I'll provide some WAYNE TUISKULA otine was discov-

tobacco history.

Tobacco in North

and South America dates
back to 6,000 BC, accord-
ing to the University of
Dayton website. Native
Americans used tobacco
for religious and medici-
nal purposes as early as
1 BC. Native Americans
gifted Christopher
Columbus with tobacco.
The plant was brought
back to Europe, where
it was believed to have
healing properties. They
thought it could cure
everything from cancer

ered to be a dan-

gerous poison.
In 1836, New Englander
Samuel Green stated that
it was an insecticide and
could Kill people.

Despite the reported
dangers, Philip Morris
began selling hand rolled
Turkish cigarettes in
1847. J.E. Liggett and
Brother was established
in 1849 and became the
world’s first manufac-
turer of plug chewing
tobacco in 1855. In 1901
3.5 billion cigarettes and
6 billion cigars were

sold. Cigarette demand
increased from 1914-18
during World War I when
they were called “sol-
dier’s smoke.” During
the 1920s, Marlboro and
Lucky Strikes market-
ing was targeted toward
women. During World
War II cigarette com-
panies provided ciga-
rettes for soldiers that
were included in their
C-rations.

More studies came out
in the 1950s showing evi-
dence linking cigarette
smoking and lung can-
cer. In 1964 the Surgeon
General’s report on
“Smoking and Health”
was issued, linking
smoking to lung cancer
and heart disease.

Cigarette advertising
was curtailed in 1964,
but there are plenty of
earlier advertising col-
lectibles that can fetch
huge auction prices. An
“Our advertiser” card-
board store display filled
with tobacco sacks sold
for $8,000 at auction in
2014. A trifold Old Gold

cigarettes sign depicting
Babe Ruth brought over
$9,000 in 2009. A 1934 die-
cut card cardboard sign
picturing Dizzy Dean and
Paul “Daffy” Dean adver-
tised Beech-Nut tobac-
co. It sold for $12,000 in
2015. Last year a 6 sheet
lithographed poster sold
for Mail Pouch tobacco
fetched $25,000 at auction.
Some wooden antique
hand carved “cigar store
Indians” have sold for
over $100,000 at auction.
Even some of the tins
that held the tobacco
can be very valuable. A
Shogun tobacco mixture
tin brought $7,500 in 2010.
A taxi crimp cut tobacco
tin went for $4,750 in a
2011 auction. An Empire
State pocket tin pictur-
ing the Empire State
Building sold for $20,000
on the auction block in
2014. A Ty Cobb tobacco
tin also went to auction
in 2014. When the smoke
cleared, it had sold for

$16,000.
Il be at the
Shrewsbury Historical

Zlotnik bas plans

for next term of office

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT
Continued economic development and educa-
tion reform remain top priorities for state Rep. Jon
Zlotnik (D) as the legislator prepares to begin his

fourth term in January.

Zlotnik defeated Republican Ed Gravel and inde-
pendent Yasmine Khdeer earlier this month.

He stressed the urgency of “finding ways to help
communities like Winchendon,”
shared in what passes for economic recovery in
north-central Massachusetts. Pointing to empty
retail spaces, Zlotnik said revitalizing those sites
would be an important step in jump-starting the
local economy and floated the idea of prospective
tax credits for investors willing to take the risk.
He said creating similar tax credits for workplace
apprenticeships would benefit employers and
apprentices alike because they’d offer a break for
the employer and valuable experience for appren-
tices who might use that as a springboard to a

career in that field.

“It seems to make sense,” he said.

Zlotnik has been pushing for education funding
reform for several years and believes momentum
is building for change. The 1993 formula is “very
outdated. It doesn’t even have a technology compo-
nent but we’re making progress in getting support
for change. There really has to be a more equitable
distribution to schools in districts like ours,” he

emphasized.

He’s pleased that civics education will be return-

bill he co-sponsored.

which haven’t

one’s idea of a radical.

“We’ve always been able
to work with the governor,”
he said.

Zlotnik added his recent
re-election triumph was a
campaign filled with bi-par-
tisan support.

“l am always looking to
build a consensus,” he
remarked. “I want to thank
my supporters, friends, fami-
ly, and everyone who contin-
ued to show the confidence
they have in me” for sending
him back to Beacon Hill for
another term.

ing to the classroom, a policy created through a

“That’simportant. We had a pretty good turnout”
of younger voters this year and Zlotnik believes if
schools stress the importance of civic participa-
tion that will encourage continued involvement
and maybe not just on Election Day. A student
of British politics, Zlotnik noted turnout there is
significantly higher than it is here. Perhaps more
civics education would help change that.

Zlotnik is optimistic the majority Democratic
legislature will continue to be successful in work-
ing cooperatively with Republican Gov. Charlie
Baker, who won a second term on Nov. 6.

“Absolutely,” said Zlotnik, noting Baker is no
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Society on December
12th at 7:00 PM for an
antiques presentation. It
is open to the public. We
are continuing to accept
quality consignments
for our January 31st live
auction. See www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com for
details on these and other

upcoming events.
Contact us at: Wayne
Tuiskula  Auctioneer/

Appraiser Central Mass
Auctions for Antique
Auctions, Estate Sales and
Appraisal Services wwuw.
centralmassauctions.com
(508-612- 6111) info@cen-
tralmassauctions.com

THANK YOU!

I want to take this opportunity to thank
my friends, family, business associates and
colleagues for the amazing tribute. It was
entirely unexpected.

While as anyone who knows me can certainly
attest, [ would be the first to duck out on such an
event, it was well done and yes, it was a complete
surprise.

Thanks to the Kiwanis, for organizing; to the
Carriage House for hosting, and to the many,
many people who made it special.

Vietnam Veterans
donate $2K to MWCC

veteran students

GARDNER - Members of Gardner-
based Chapter 907 of the Vietnam
Veterans of America recently donat-
ed $2,000 to the Mount Wachusett
Foundation’s
Veterans Memorial Scholarship.

The donation is part of the group’s
annual giving with the funds primarily
beingraised duringthe group’s Vietnam
Veterans of America Memorial Ride
that takes place on the Sunday before
Memorial Day. The group donates near-
ly all of what it raises every year, said
President James Benton III.

The Veterans Memorial Scholarship

Community College

was established to assist student vet-
erans and ensure that their service
and sacrifices will not be forgotten.
Scholarship funds
are awarded to
new or returning
full-time students
who were honor-
ably discharged
from the U.S.
Armed Forces,
or are current-
ly serving in
the Reserves or
National Guard.

Oppure Oil

(800)359-4802

Courtesy photo

Photo caption: Members of the Gardner-based Chapter 907 of the
Vietnam Veterans of America recently donated $2,000 to the MWCC
Foundation to support scholarships for veterans. Pictured from left

are: State Representative Jonathan Zlotnik, Senior Staff Associate
to the President and MWCC Foundation Jo-Ann Meagher, MWCC
Director of Veteran Services Robert Mayer, MWCC President James
Vander Hooven, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 907 President
James Benton Ill, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 907 Vice
President Charles Hodgkinson, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter

907 Michael Zlotnik, Vietnam Veterans of America member Marianne
Temes, and Massachusetts Senator Dean Tran.
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VIEWS

Opinion and commentary from Winchendon and beyond

EDITORIAL

Shop Local

Because these business owners are
our neighbors.

Because it strengthens communities.

Because it creates goodwill and
friendliness.

Because life is about connections, not
transactions

Because your gift will never be inex-
plicably “In transit” or “out for deliv-
ery” for nine days.

Because winter-scented air and snow
crunching under boots can’t be matched
by hitting “add to cart.”

Because we are meant to be in com-
munity with each other.

Because cinnamon-scented pinecones
only happen once a year — thankfully.

Because online shopping doesn’t

come with a smile, a joke, or an offer to : I TSN
. appreciation to all the communities in

Because how else will you get 10,000 the.North Centljal and Nor:th Quabl?in
: regions, for their support in defeating

Because holiday seasons are fleeting giEOt Question 1 in this month’s elec-

help you carry it out to the car.
steps?

and moments create memories.

Because if something’s not quite : rigid, government-enforced nurse to

« » . patient ratios, in all hospital units at
Because "free candy canes” at the . all times, was defeated, with 70.4% of

Because we model for our children the voters voting “no” on the question.

how to ask questions, to use good man- : . L2 .
. al surrounding communities including

- : the towns of Winchendon, Athol and
Because holiday decorations spark . Orange all reported “no” votes at high-
Because in a strong local business . er than the state average, a resounding

- call of support for keeping access to

- local quality care.

right, you can take it right back.

cash register.

ners and to be gracious.
smiles and excitement.

community, everyone wins.

LETTERS POLICY

Letters to the editor are always welcome, and may be sent to to ruth@
stonebridgepress.news, or The Winchendon Courier, 91 Central Street,
Winchendon, MA 01475. Be sure to include a name and residence. Please
refrain from sending letters via fax, and be sure to supply a home address
and phone number to allow for confirmation. Allow at least 48 hours for a
response. Letters must be submitted by noon Friday to ensure publication
in the following week’s issue. Every effort will be made to accommodate late
submissions, but inclusion can not be guaranteed. The rules of good taste
and libel will, of course, apply to all submissions. Personal attacks will not be
published. The editor retains the right to edit all letters.

And so the “holiday season” is upon
us. People are recovering from yes-
terday’s turkey feast, some by incom-
prehensibly going to stores at ungodly
hours or standing in insane lines in
frigid temperatures. I never understood
the thrill in any of that. I sure stood in
my share of lines when I was younger
and mobile but certainly not to shop. To
each their own.

I never much liked “the holidays.”
I suppose that’s in part because I've
never liked cold weather or darker
days, in part because I have to deal
with this exasperating and pesky bipo-
lar disorder which seems to be more
impactful in winter, more recently part-
ly because Riley and Annie both crossed
the Rainbow Bridge in November and
because the last year and a half has
been a waking nightmare and for once
I'm not talking about the guy one of my
friends has cleverly dubbed “President

[LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Heywood: thanks for vote

To the Editor:
Heywood Healthcare offers its sincere

Ballot Question 1, which proposed

The city of Gardner along with sever-

Every hospital across the

: Commonwealth came out in strict
© opposition of Ballot Question 1, a
. stance reinforced by the Massachusetts
: Hospital Association, American Nurses
: Association and over 100 other state-
: wide organizations. The Massachusetts
: Health Policy Commission, through
© an independent study, estimated the
. implementation of these ratios would
. cost the state upwards of $900 million
© during the first year of implementa-
. tion alone. Governor Charlie Baker also
: came out in strong opposition of the

The season begins. ..

Pumpkinhead.”

My initial reaction
to the awarding of the
first scholarship from
Courtney’s memorial
was understandably
bittersweet. While I'm
glad we and all those
who generously and
graciously donated are
able to help an aspiring
social worker finance that expensive
Smith education (and the academic
MSW program is, I've been assured by
her cohort, first-rate), it all for lack of a
better expression simply sucks. It really
does. I have this whole shelf in my home
office of pictures and letters and other
memories of her and I haven’'t been
able to look any of it for I don’t know
how long. I can look at her Facebook
memory page and in fact I frequently
write notes to her on it, sometimes

serious, sometimes not,

J OURNEY  put I can’t bring myself
to reach a foot to my

OF THE right and open a book
or re-read a letter some-

. !_I_Eﬁ“,ﬂ: . one wrote or look at a
picture. I was able to do

JERRY that more in the first
CARTON year after she left us
= than [ have in this sec-

ond. Two weeks from
today will be a year and a half and for
whatever reason the last month or so
has been impossibly difficult, not every
moment of every day of course, not by a
longshot, but there have been moments,
sudden, unexpected and crushing. They
pass but they keep coming. I guess they
will forever.

Certainly it’s possible part of it is
seasonal. Plenty of people who hav-
en’t endured unspeakable tragedy don’t
like “the holiday season” either. Maybe

proposed ratios.

Several members of the Heywood
medical staff, passionate about how the
proposed ratios would have had a neg-
ative impact on access to care, espe-
cially in more rural regions, donated
their time and expertise to help edu-
cate the communities we serve. We
extend our heartfelt appreciation to
Dr. John Harrington, Dr. James Faust,
Dr. Ellen Ray, Dr. Beth Nottleson, Dr.
Gretchen Kelly and Dr. Donald Mruk.
Additionally, many long time nurses
and hospital supporters shared publicly
why they opposed Question 1 includ-
ing Chris Baldini, Cheryl Fletcher,
Ellie Goderre, James Meehan, Jeannie
Sanborn and Joyce Fletcher.

Several community partners also pub-
licly endorsed Heywood Healthcare’s
opposition to Question 1 and the poten-
tial impact on the North Central and
Quabbin regions including Wood’s
Ambulance, GVNA Healthcare, Inc.,
CHNA 9, The Greater Gardner, North
Quabbin and North Central Chambers
of Commerce.

HEYWOOD HEALTHCARE
HEYwWOOD HOSPITAL
ATHOL HOSPITAL
HEYwooD MEDICAL GROUP

that’s in part because we see these
Norman Rockwell images on TV and
are at least briefly sad when our lives
aren’t like those depicted even those
we know the commercials are in reality
nothing more than sales pitches. Maybe
it’s in part because we all have regrets
which occasionally bubble to the sur-
face. There are a myriad of reasons this
time of year is a downer for so many,
not everyone by any means but for a lot
of people, or so my friends in the mental
health business tell me.

Does it bother me the emphasis of
the next month is overwhelmingly
Christmas-oriented? No. Not at all. I
used to joke if someone wanted to give
me a Christmas as opposed to Chanukah
present, hey, a gift is a gift. Does it
bother me when people tell me ‘Merry
Christmas’? That depends on who’s
saying it. If someone at the Wendy’s

Turn To CARTON page A5

...AND
ONE MORE
THING. ..

GREG
VINE

“You must listen to the spruce
tree under which you dwell.” -
Finnish saying

Because the ethnic makeup of
our region has changed a great
deal over the last half-century
or so, many area residents may
be unaware there was great
influx of Finnish immigrants to
local cities and towns before the
turn of the last century. Many
of them settled in Fitchburg
and Westminster. They estab-

lished a Finnish-language
newspaper, Raivaaja, which
was published from 1905 until
2009. They also established the
Finnish Farmers Cooperative
and were instrumental in the
creation of Fitchburg’s Saima
Park. They also started what
is now Workers Credit Union.
Growing up in Westminster,
I passed the Finnish Farmers
Coop building on Leominster
Street more times than I could
possibly count. I grew up with
friends and neighbors with last
names like Autula, Lahtinen,
Leikinnen, Aho, Tuominen,
Jarvenpaa, Palojarvi, Kaarela,
and Saari. And I can recall the
Finn Hopps, the equivalent of
Polish Polkas, which were held
in the second-floor auditorium
of the old town hall on Bacon

Street. People would dance into
the night to the sounds of the
favorite Finnish polka bands.

Homes of friends of Finnish
heritage would be filled with
the smells of their grand-
mother’s cooking. They would
serve up dishes like hernekeit-
to ja pannukakku (pea soup
and pancake), riispuuro (rice
porridge), and lohikeitto (salm-
on soup).

But one of the traditions I
most admired was the annu-
al Finnish festival of forest
raking. Each year in late fall,
Finns of all ages, men and
women, rich and poor, would
gather at the Farmers Coop,
each with rake in hand, to plan
their strategy for cleaning the
floor of the thousands of acres
of woodlands that blessed the

Ah, those industrious Finns

Cracker Town. Each would be
dressed in their traditional for-
est-raking attire.

In the days before 30 gallon
plastic bags, every participant
would come with a supply of
burlap bags with which to
remove the piles of forestland
waste they would accumulate
over the course of the week-
end. Yes, so efficient were
these industrious Finns that
it took them a mere two days
to rake the forest floors, collect
tons of leaves, sticks, missing
socks, dust bunnies, and other
sundry items, and dump it all
into a giant pile. The moun-
tain of waste was then put to
the match and the Finns would
dance around the fire — in their
Finn Hoppy way - and sing
songs and shout prayers to the

reindeer god of their Lapland
ancestors.

This woodsy tradition was, I
am told, brought over from the
mother country. The celebra-
tion, as the story goes, served
as a way of having a good time
while preventing the kinds of
devastating forest fires which
so plagued the people of other
European countries where
forest raking was looked upon
as tedious, painful work. Yes,
Finns from the Arctic Circle
to the Baltic Sea suffered from
weepy blisters and rough cal-
luses after two days of sweep-
ing and raking, but the effort
- “forestation” I think it was
called — was well worth it.

I recall how, in 1964, two
impressive brush fires con-

Turn To VINE page AS

There’s more to democracy than voting

and so are unable to

Right now, with the elections
almost upon us, the nation’s attention
is understandably drawn to what hap-
pens in the voting booth. Yet as cru-
cial as voting may be to making our
representative democracy work, what
happens outside the voting booth is
just as crucial.

So I'd like to take a step back from
the politics of the moment, and consid-
er five essentials to living in a demo-
cratic country that you're unlikely to
see mentioned in the next few weeks’
news coverage.

The first is transparency. Without
it, voters cannot do the work our
Constitution entrusts to them. With
very few exceptions — mostly related
to national security — information
generated or gathered by the govern-
ment should be public.

Why? Because if citizens do not
know what’s being done in their name,

pass informed judg-
ment on the elected
officials and admin-
istrations who gov-
ern on their behalf,
then you cannot
have a representa-
tive democracy wor-
thy of the name.

Government needs
daylight, and citizens have to be able
to weigh decisions and assess the
decision-makers. It is all too common
for public officials to want to hold
information to themselves; it makes
them feel more important and makes
policy-making easier. But be suspi-
cious of those who do so. Surely the
burden is on them to persuade us
that keeping us in the dark is to our
benefit.

The second essential follows nat-

urally from trans-

BEYOND parency: account-
CIVIC ability. It is part of
democracy’s bed-

ENGAGEMENT  rock — and is vital

to good governance.
Officials have to be
held accountable
for their actions

LEE H.
HAMILTON

and their decisions,
especially if they
choose not to adhere to their obliga-
tions or to follow the law.

This is not as rigorous as it ought
to be. Officials seldom step up and
say, “I'm responsible for this.” Within
government, there needs to be a clear
command and control structure that
promotes accountability, with clean
lines of authority. Decision-makers
have to take responsibility for what
they are charged to do. Few things in
government frustrated me more than

my often unsuccessful efforts to learn
who was in charge.

Our system was created to encour-
age accountability by balancing power
— among the three branches, between
the House and Senate, between the
federal government and the states,
between elected officials and voters.
The Founders set up a system of elab-
orate checks and balances to prevent
abuse and the concentration of power,
because they believed that the accu-
mulation of power in any person or
institution diminished accountability
and could lead to tyranny.

At the same time, however, our sys-
tem demands cooperation: between
branches, parties, political lead-
ers — really, all of us. We’re all in this
together, and in the end, government
cannot function if we do not work in a
cooperative manner.

Turn To HAMILTON page A9



Friday, November 23, 2018

ﬁ«-{!\:' WincHenpoN COURIER 2
o

eed

Giving back to community by ringing in holidays

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Once more, Salvation Army
volunteers are ringing bells to
encourage donations around
the region at Price Chopper
and Wal-Mart in Gardner as
well as other sites and among
the crew are several Crystal
Clubhouse members from
Winchendon, who will be sta-
tioned at Market Basket in
Rindge.

at

“Winchendon’s an import- Deveikis was  pleased
ant part of our membership. Winchendon residents are
making a contribution.

We wish we could have even
more,” from Toy Town said
Crystal executive director
Tammy Deveikis.

The season opened with a
brief ceremony last week
Price
the Salvation Army’s Nick
Ringwood lauded the annual
Red Kettle program as a way
to help those experiencing
“financial stress” get through
the year’s coldest months.

Chopper where

said Deveikis.

“We work hard at finding
people employment of course
but it also matters when mem-
bers volunteer in various proj-
ects,” she said.

“Sometimes we’re perceived
as being only about Gardner
and that’s not the case at all.
Winchendon matters to us,
though we understand there
can be transportation issues,”

Nonetheless, she stressed,
serving the Winchendon com-
munity remains a priority for
Crystal Clubhouse and having

ment to Toy Town.

Employment and commu-
coordinator
Katlin Murphy put it this way,
“Mental health challenges are
all around us and everyone
needs support and positivity
in their lives. Crystal House
is a great start to improving
lives and focusing on person-
al goals! Although I am not a
Winchendon resident, my ties
to the community are strong

nity outreach

Winchendon members partici-
pating in the Red Kettle drive
helps strengthen the commit-

and I'd love to see more collab-
oration between us.”

Open Sky, the new name
of the merged Bridge and
Alternatives will be hosting
a bowl-a-thon later this win-
ter at Playaway Lanes in
Winchendon. Murphy came
up with the idea last year and
convinced local pizza shops
Gabby’s and C&S to help spon-
sor. She’s hoping to build on
that this winter as well.

MW(CC hosting discussion of peace and prayer

GARDNER Mount Wachusett
Community College will explore differ-
ent perspectives on war, peace, prayer
and growth at the Hope and Moving
Forward symposium on Wednesday,
Nov. 28.

“Ireally hope people take away a mes-
sage of inspiration and motivation. By
having these community leaders speak
with us I want people to remember
that there is always something that can
be done, no matter how small it may
seem,” said MWCC student Vanessa
Lynch, who is one of the organizers of
the summit.

The symposium guests will share
their experiences, with particular atten-
tion being given to peace and prayer.
The ultimate goal of the summit will be
to cultivate ideas to help create more
peaceful and just societies. The event
is free and open to the public. It will be

held from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the col-
lege’s Gardner campus in the art wing.

“We live in pretty scary times. If it’s
not a natural disaster like the California
fires or a nuclear plant mishap then it’s
the threat of war, starvation, deporta-
tion, violence from hate groups or just
surviving the mental roller coaster that
accompanies so much turbulent news
in a time of never ending news updates.
I imagine this day will be a chance for
people to slow down, however briefly,
and share something memorable,” said
Lynch.

The speakers are:

Gyoway Kato is the presiding monk of
the New England Peace Pagoda whose
practice is walking, beating a prayer
drum, and chanting for peace. Kato has
initiated many peace walks across the
country and around the world. The New
England Peace Pagoda is a place for

people of all faiths and backgrounds to
come together in peace.

Tim Bullock is a long-time communi-
ty organizer. As the primary organizer
of many peace walks initiated by the
New England Peace Pagoda, his work
around peace and nuclear disarmament
is through direct action and prayer.
In 1998, Bullock completed the Middle
Passage walk, which retraced the roots
of the trans-Atlantic slave trade back-
wards, starting in the United States and
ending in Cape Town, South Africa.
Following this journey, he stayed on
the continent for several years building
community and doing healthcare and
anti-poverty outreach throughout West
and South Africa.

John Schuchardt is a veteran who
works to support refugee children in
receiving life-altering and life-saving
medical support in Boston. He and

CARTON

continued from page A4

drive-through window says it,
of course not. When some people
who know me says it, (admitted-
ly this is case-by-case) that can
be a different story. That’s just
reflexive laziness. It’s not mali-
cious by any means but it’s there
and it’s sporadically annoying
depending on my mood at the
moment.

The point of all this meander-
ing? It’s the “holiday season.” I

don’t like the “holiday season.”
The end of it can’t come soon
enough.

Changing gears. Last week a
federal judge ordered the White
House to restore CNN reporter
Jim Acosta’s press credentials.
No doubt Acosta hasn’t been
the least bit shy about milking
attention the way Dan Rather
did during the Nixon years but
you do not get to revoke cre-
dentials because you have a
personal beef or think a jour-
nalist is being unfair because
they’re asking tough questions.

That’s exactly what Acosta and
those African-American female
reporters so feared by President
Pumpkinhead and his lacky
Sarah Sanders should do. That’s
the role of a free press. Period. I
was heartened to see even FOX
vigorously support Acosta. Who
knows? Maybe we're starting
to see cracks in the heretofore
stonewall? We shall see.

Finally this. On Tuesday, my
parents celebrated their 68th
anniversary. Pretty impressive.
Love you guys, and thanks.

See you all next week.

VINE

continued from page A4

sumed many acres on Bean
Porridge Hill and on Bigelow
Hill (now home to Raynor
Corp.). Sadly, many of the town’s
Finns had traveled to Finland
to celebrate the tricentennial
of the birth of the forest-raking
tradition. The event included,
of course, a giant Finn Hopp,
a scintillating symposium on
the proper use of rakes, and an
eye-popping workshop on the
best methods for rake-making.
Apparently, however, this
proud tradition has — like so
many others - faded away.
Earlier this week, after President

Trump declared that the pres-
ident of Finland had related to
him that country’s penchant for
forest-raking, said Finnish pres-
ident denied ever talking to The
Donald about such a practice.
Oh, wait. Could it possibly be
our president invented his dis-
cussion with the Finnish pres-
ident (lied about it, maybe?) in
order to bolster his contention
that the California wildfires
responsible for (at last count) at
least 80 deaths, the destruction
of thousands of structures, and
the devastation of thousands of
lives and livelihoods were the
result of poor forest manage-
ment? After all, we’re all aware
of the president’s expertise in
that particular field of study.

We truly must weep at the
destruction and the suffering we
see on television screens each
night from California. We must
also do what we can to help.

his wife Carrie facilitate the House of
Peace in Ipswich, which is a spiritual
shelter for victims of war that the two
built in 1990. Schuchardt is a longtime
proponent of nuclear disarmament and
a veteran who shows his support for
those recovering from the trauma of
war with his work as a member of
Veterans for Peace, partnerships with
the Fellowship of Reconciliation and
travels to war-affected areas.

Glen Douglas is a Vietnam-era veter-
an who describes himself as a human
being who has received Anishinaabe
spiritual teachings and follows the way
the best he can.

“All of them have experience work-
ing in a variety of communities,” said
Lynch. “I think there is something that
everyone can gain from listening to
these folks.”
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As for our president, we can | \** | “
either seethe in anger at his )
incompetence and total lack of CLUES ACROSS

empathy, or we can see him for
the buffoon he is and have a

1. Taxi

41. Nawrally occurring
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good laugh at his expense. In this g |3L1-|‘.4PL. L H, ol . 42 |:l AT |” alerial
I Choose the latter . B01ed Cow .l.T. Ay 2. Promotional matera
case, T, 4. Onoman military commander 43, Beer mug
I mean, the guy couldn’t even 15, Pig 44, Nostrils
remember the name of the city I6. Don’t go near 46, Very rich

wiped from the map in the worst
conflagration in California
history. “Pleasure.” Twice,
TWICE, he referred to Paradise
as “Pleasure.” Must have had
Stormy on his mind.

SUDOKU

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Customers

can’t find
you if they
can’t

see you

Get seen
every week
by thousands
of people!

Call us today
to reserve
your spot

800.536.5836

Level: Intermediate
Here's How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through @ must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Editor’s Note: The information con-
tained in this police log was obtained
through public documents kept by the
police department, and is considered to be
the account of the police. All subjects are
considered innocent until proven guilty in
a court of law.

Police agencies can no longer print
the names of people who are arrested or
charged with domestic assault related
charges. The new law is designed to pro-
tect victims, so they are not re-victimized
through indirect identification.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13

1:30-3:04 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 6:44 a.m.: alarm/type unknown
(Railroad Street), unfounded; 7:00 a.m.:
DPW call (Central Street), referred; 8:07
am.: property found (Gardner Road),
info taken; 8:28 a.m.: ambulance (High
Street), transported; 8:52 a.m.: summons
service (Front Street), unable to serve;
9:01 a.m.: summons service (Mill Glen
Road), served; 9:11 a.m.: summons ser-
vice (Maple Street), served; 10:17 a.m.:
harassment order service (Old Gardner
Road), unable to serve; 10:34 a.m.: noise
complaint (Beech Street), info taken;
10:36 a.m.: summons service (Eli Drive),
served; 11:26 a.m.: property found
(Lakeview Drive), info taken; 11:27 a.m.:
911 non-emergency (Jackson Avenue),
no service necessary; 11:48 a.m.: fraud
(Baldwinville Road), report taken; 2:12
p.m.: traffic hazard (Maple Street), info
taken; 3:03 p.m.: traffic hazard (Emerald
Street), spoken to; 3:54 p.m.: officer
wanted (Russell Farm Road), advised
civil action; 4:48 p.m.: mv stop (Central
Street), verbal warning; 4:51 p.m.: 911
hang up (Maple Street), accidental; 5:28
p.m.: mv stop (Spring Street), citation
issued; 6:15 p.m.: harassment order ser-
vice (Court Street), served; 6:17 p.m.: FD
call (Central Street), referred; 7:26 p.m.:
suspicious/other (Benjamin Street),
secure; 7:38 p.m.. harassment order
service (Old Gardner Road), unable to
serve.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14

12:45 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road),
written warning; 12:57-1:16 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 1:18 a.m.: mv stop
(Main Street), verbal warning; 1:43-3:03
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 6:21 a.m.:
DPW call (River Street), referred; 8:20
a.m.: suspicious/other (River Street),
services rendered; 8:52 a.m.: wires down
(Howard Street, Gardner), services ren-
dered; 9:01 a.m.: DPW call (Baldwinville
State Road), referred; 11:02 a.m.: harass-
ment order service (Old Gardner Road),
served; 11:04 a.m.: assist citizen (Central
Street), services rendered; 1:13 p.m.: mv
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Police warning of sex offender

Winchendon Police have issued a
warning that Luis Cruz, a registered
level three sex offender, has moved to
25 Walnut St. Suite 1A.

Cruz, age 47, is a Caucasian with
hazel eyes, gray or partially gray hair
and is about 5’8” tall weighing about
206 pounds.

He was convicted in April 2009 of
three counts of indecent assault and
battery on a child under 14 years of
age; and three counts of rape and
abuse of a child.

Cruz has been classified as a Level
3 sex offender by the Sex Offender
Registry Board. The Board has deter-
mined that this individual has a mod-
erate or high risk to reoffend and that
the degree of dangerousness posed to
the public is such that public safety
interest is served by public availabili-
ty of registration information. M.G.L.
c. 6, §§ 178C-178Q.

To access the Sex Offender Registry
Board’s website, go to www.mass.gov/
sorb.

Sex offender registration informa-
tion shall not be used to commit a
crime against an offender or engage in
illegal discrimination or harassment
of an offender. Any person who uses
sex offender registration information
for such purpose shall be punished by
not more than two and one-half years
in a house of correction or by fine of

Luis Cruz

not more than $1000.00 or both. M.G.L.
c. 6, § 178N.

Any person who uses sex offender
registration information to threaten
to commit a crime may be punished
by a fine of not more than $100 or by
imprisonment for not more than six
months. M.G.L. ¢.275, § 4.

stop (Main Street), citation issued; 1:23
p.m.: mv stop (Central Street), verbal
warning; 2:55 p.m.: traffic hazard (River
Street), removed; 3:17 p.m.: harassment
(Morse Avenue), report taken; 3:58
p.m.: officer wanted (Grove Street), spo-
ken to; 4:27 p.m.: larceny (Mill Street),
report taken; 4:34 p.m.: ambulance (Ash
Street), transported; 4:37 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Pearl Drive), spoken to; 5:23
p.m.: accident (Gardner Road), report
taken; 6:33 p.m.: missing person (Central
Street), report taken; 8:55 p.m.: suspi-
cious/other (Carriage Lane), unfound-
ed; 9:17 p.m.: info/general (Mill Street),
unable to locate; 9:40 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Lakeshore Drive), unfounded; 10:03
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 11:50 p.m.: building checked,
secure.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15

12:03-3:01 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 5:49 a.m.: ambulance (Central

1877-629-7025 ask for 55586RRM
www.OmahaSteaks.com/cheer86

Limit 2

Street), transported; 8:56 a.m.: mv stop
(Gardner Road), verbal warning; 9:15
a.m.: mv stop (Ash Street), verbal warn-
ing; 9:26 am.: mv stop (Water Street),
citation issued; 9:50 a.m.:. investiga-
tion (Maple Street), unable to locate;
10:38 a.m.: summons service (Pearl
Drive), advised officer; 1:04 p.m.: mv
stop (Maple Street), spoken to; 3:34 p.m.:
mv stop (High Street), verbal warning;
4:49 p.m.: info/general (Alger Street),
unable to locate; 5:40 p.m.: assist citi-
zen (Central Street), assisted; 5:49 p.m.:
fire/CO incident (Toy Town Lane),
services rendered; 6:05 p.m.: Section 12
(Polly’s Drive), services rendered; 6:14
p.m.: erratic operation (Brown Street),
unable to locate; 7:35 p.m.: info/general
(Central Street), unable to locate; 9:22
p.m.: annoying phone calls (Hyde Park
Drive), spoken to; 9:29 p.m.: disabled
mv (Teel Road), removed traffic haz-
ard; 10:29 p.m.: disabled mv (Rice Road),

referred; 11:52 p.m.: building checked,
secure.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16

12:13-2:34 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 6:05 a.m.. ambulance (River
Street), transported; 7:27 a.m.: accident
(Glenallan Street), report taken; 7:30 a.m.:
DPW call (River Street), referred; 8:40
a.m.: investigation (Central Street), info
taken; 8:46 a.m.: investigation (Central
Street), unable to locate; 8:52 a.m.: acci-
dent (Teel Road), report taken; 8:54 a.m.:
investigation (Goodrich Drive), services
rendered; 9:13 a.m.: accident (Central
Street), report taken; 9:14 a.m.: investi-
gation (Maple Street), services rendered;
9:42 a.m.: investigation (River Street),
unable to located; 10:01 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Goodrich Drive), unable to locate;
10:09 a.m.: parking violation (Central
Street), services rendered; 10:45 a.m.:
accident (Cross Street), report taken;
12:14 p.m.: ambulance (Memorial Drive),
transported; 12:18 p.m.: FD call (Front
Street), services rendered; 1:12 p.m.: sus-
picious/other (Spring Street), services
rendered; 2:00 p.m.. missing person
(Memorial Drive), services rendered;
2:11 p.m.: ambulance (Spruce Street),
transported; 2:26 p.m.: animal complaint
(School Street), referred to ACO; 2:49
p.m.: custody dispute (Ash Street), spo-
ken to; 4:36 p.m.: mv stop (Central Street),
citation issued; 4:43 p.m.; fire/box alarm
(School Street), unfounded; 5:40 p.m.:
structure fire (High Street, Orange),
extinguished; 6:07 p.m.: ambulance (Teel
Road), transported; 6:46 burglar alarm
(Central Street), services rendered.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1