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POMFRET – Barry Jessurun 
has accomplished a lot over 
the decades. At one time, he 
served as a selectman for the 
town of Pomfret and has spent 
several decades working in 
the hospitality business even-
tually heling open four local 
eateries. Today, he serves as 
the President of Green Valley 
Hospitality and has added 
another title to his resume, 
author.

Jessurun debuted his first 

book in 2021, “The Drunkard’s 
Path,” which seeks to guide 
people through their journeys 
of career growth inspired by 
Jessurun’s own path to suc-
cess in the hospitality business 
dating back to the 1970s. The 
book is the result of 20 years 
of papers written by Jessurun 
simply to better understand 
the business and in the last 
four years he gained a better 
idea for his audience speak-
ing with college students at 
UConn and gaining an under-
standing of what they wanted 
to learn from people like him-
self. Jessurun finished writing 

the book in 2019 and put the 
finishing touches on it while 
in quarantine during the pan-
demic last year.

“I was able to come up with 
an outline for the book that 
worked for me and was able 
to sit down, write and get the 
product finished. The COVID 
year was my edit, rewrite and 
polishing stage. Really, it’s a 
book for my staff to help them 
become better at what we do. 
We know that people who work 
at restaurants for the most part 
aren’t here because this is their 

WOODSTOCK — The 
Woodstock Fair, always Labor 
Day weekend, is back after a 
year’s hiatus due to the pan-
demic, just as large and excit-
ing as ever.

The 160th edition will begin 
Friday, Sept. 3 and run through 
Monday, Sept. 6 at the fair-
grounds on Route 169 in South 
Woodstock. 

Gates will open every day at 
9 a.m. 

The Fair will have its favor-
ite attractions including agri-
cultural displays, giant pump-
kins, demonstrations and com-
petitions.

The barns will be filled with 
horses, sheep, cattle and poul-
try. 

The birthing center will 
include a variety of baby ani-
mals.

Fine arts, handwork, food, 
fruits and vegetables will fill 
the exhibition halls.

The Fiesta Shows midway 
will provide plenty of excite-
ment for children and adults.  

Entertainment on two stages 
and will feature regional and 

local performances.
With the unpredictability of 

the Covid-19 virus and local 
and regional bands and per-
formers having limited work 
in 2020, the Fair elected to 
take a more prudent course 
of action to showcase regional 
and local talent.

Included in the entertain-

ment are a pair of tribute 
shows.

The Linda Ronstadt 
Experience starring Tristan 
McIntosh will perform two 
shows on Sept. 4. Lynyrd 
Skynyrd fans will be 
thrilled to hear that Vyntage 

WOODSTOCK—Threatened 
grassland birds in the Quiet 
Corner just got a boost thanks to 
a donation of farmland proper-
ty to the Wyndham Land Trust. 
An anonymous donor recent-
ly gave 112 acres on Cabbage 
Hill Road in Woodstock to 
the Wyndham Land Trust. 
The land is a mixture of hay-
fields, meadows, and forests 
that is now protected from 
development in perpetuity. 
“The new ‘Cabbage Hill 
Preserve’ is a great asset for 
us,” said Andy Rzeznikiewicz, 
land manager for the land trust. 
“Threatened grassland birds, 
such as Bobolinks, nest in the 
hayfield. We will let a local farm-

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

THOMPSON — The Tri-
Town American Legion 
Baseball Team, fresh off a 
berth in the state tourna-
ment, held its postseason 
banquet on Saturday, Aug. 
14, at the Oscar W. Swanson 
American Legion Post No. 
67.

Also sponsoring the team 
are American Legion Post 
13, located in Putnam, and 
American Legion Post 111, 
located in Woodstock.

Jack Merrill received the 
Tom Auclair Award and the 
Program Graduate Award. 
The Auclair Award annual-
ly goes to the team’s out-
standing senior division 
player as determined by the 
coaching staff. The Program 
Graduate Award is given to 
a senior player who is aging 
out of the program.

Vin Tocci received the 
Stan Lesniewski Award, 
better known as the team’s 
10th Player Award, and the 
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Jack Merrill received the Tom Auclair Award and the Program 
Graduate Award.

Tri-Town Legion 
baseball team holds 
postseason banquet

Woodstock Fair returns 
Labor Day weekend

Wyndham Land Trust 
protects critical grasslands
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A large hayfield provides nesting habitat for Bobolinks.

New book offers guidance for growing careers

Photo Jason Bleau

Barry Jessurun presents his new book called “The Drunkard’s Path.”



Killingly Historical & Genealogical 
Center now open: The Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Center is open Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
Center will follow the Covid guidelines in 
place by the Town of Killingly. 

I feel a twinge of sadness when I drive 
past Putnam Library on Kennedy Drive, 
for outside is a For Sale sign since they 
are preparing for the move to the new 

municipal complex at 200 School St. I live 
on the Killingly-Putnam town line, so over 
the years have borrowed many books 
from that library in addition to Killingly 
Library. I thought I’d give you a little of 
the history of this long-standing institu-
tion.

“The History of Windham County, 
Connecticut,” edited by Richard Bayles, 
noted that prior to the formal organiza-
tion of a library association Chandler A. 
Spalding and George Williams “tried to 
meet part of the need by leaving books for 
a library in the Congregational Church. 
Others added additional volumes.” 
In 1884 a Citizens’ Library Association 
was formed which collected almost six 
hundred volumes under the Women’s 
Temperance Union. Following a gift from 
Edmond Wilkinson, a reorganization 
occurred with the following as a board of 
managers: J. W. Manning, E. H. Bugbee, 

George W. Holt, Jr., 
L. H. Fuller, C. H. 
Johnson, J. B. Kent, 
A. B. Williams, 
E. A. Wheelock. 
George E. Shaw. (p. 
808).

Emma J. Kinney 
wrote a detailed 
history of what was 
then the Putnam 
Free Public 
Library in Allen 
B. Lincoln’s “A 
Modern History of 

Windham County, Connecticut,” which 
was published in 1920. She noted that 
Putnam Library “had its beginnings in 
March, 1884 when Mr. R. S. Helmen, a rep-
resentative of the Empire Library in New 
York suggested to some of the citizens a 
plan to start a library in Putnam. 200 mem-
bers would subscribe $1.50 for life mem-
bership thus obtaining a library of 200 
volumes.  The plan met with approval and 
in a short time the necessary names were 
secured…and books were selected. At a 
meeting of the subscribers March 21, in 
Union Hall, the library was organized, and 
the following officers elected. President, 
Dr. J. B. Kent; secretary and treasurer, L. 
O. Williams; librarian, S. M. Hewitt…

Bylaws and a constitution were adopt-
ed at a subsequent meeting and it was 
“voted that in order to become a stock-
holder in the library, a fee of not less 
than $2.00 should be required. At a meet-
ing held April 16, 1884, the following offi-
cers were elected: President, J. B. Kent; 
secretary and treasurer, E. H. Johnson; 
librarian, S. M. Hewitt; board of directors, 
W. B. Ferguson, A. W. MacDonald, G. A, 
Hammond, M. G. Leonard,, E. H. Johnson. 
The Citizen’s Library Association library 
was formally opened Saturday evening, 
April 25, with 270 books and 140 members. 
“The library was opened Wednesday and 
Saturday afternoons and evenings….The 
first home of the library was in the jewelry 
store of the Wright Brothers, one of whom 
acted as librarian. 

In 1889, as the city of Putnam was 
being chartered, it was proposed that the 
library be a chartered library. Citizens 
Library Association members and books 
first became part of the Putnam Library 
Association then became the Putnam Free 
Public Library in 1894.

During the early Twentieth Century 
the library found several different homes. 
When the Union Block location became 
inadequate, a room was fitted out in the 
Court House building and was dedicated 
in March, 1904. For economic reasons the 
town voted in the fall of 1912 to change 
the location of the library to the munici-
pal building. Efforts were being made to 
acquire books for the French-Canadian 
and Polish populations. (pp. 797-799; see 
Lincoln for a more detailed account).

The present Putnam Public Library, 
located at 225 Kennedy Drive, was one 
of the buildings damaged by the devas-
tating flood of August 1955 with five feet 
of water in the first floor. Fortunately 
the library had not yet opened and 
books and furniture were not yet in the 
building. Nevertheless, the opening was 
delayed until the following year. In late 
November, 1956 the local Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, and Putnam town officials aided 
in moving the books from the municipal 
building to the new library. At a spe-
cial program in the Putnam High School 
auditorium, the library was dedicated on 
December 1. It opened for business on 
Monday, December 1, 1956. (“Perspectives 
of Putnam,” Margaret M. Weaver, p.108, 
115---see 1957 Putnam Town Report).

Head librarians at the current Putnam 
Librarian have had long tenures so per-
haps you can easily remember them: Abbie 
F. Scott (1932-1962), Millicent Beausoleil 
(1962-1979), Mary C. Brumbaugh (1980-
2006), and Priscilla D. Colwell (2006 to pres-
ent).  An era is ending but you can look 
forward to a modern library at the new 
Putnam municipal complex. The change 
will take place in a few weeks.

The Killingly Historical & Genealogical 
Society is home to many newspapers but 
not many Turnpike Buyers or Shoppers 
Guides. It has been fun to look at an 
Oct. 23, 1968 Turnpike Buyer and com-
pare the prices and businesses with those 
of today. Danielson Federal Savings and 
Loan Association was offering 5.25 per-
cent three-year certificates with a $3,000 
minimum. Those were the days! Parent 
Trap with Haley Mills was playing at the 
Danielson Cinema. During the week you 
could see Julie Christie in “Far From the 
Madding Crowd.” “Parent Trap” was also 
at the Imperial Cinema on Front Street in 
Putnam. A more adult movie called Sweet 
Ecstasy was playing at the Twin Drive-In 
on Route 12. (Three theaters. Wouldn’t 
that be nice!)

If you needed a new dryer, Lavalle 
Furniture on Commerce Avenue had 
Hotpoint dryers starting at $99. Need a 
radio? DV-TV & Appliances on Route 12 
in Central Village had them starting at 
$6.95. “Portables, pocket-fuls, swingers, 
easel stand, on-the-go sizes, travel clock 
radios, tiny pockets, wall clock radios.” 
Do you remember the days of the tvs in 
their own cabinets? Phil’s Radio, Inc. at 71 
Main Street, Danielson was advertising a 
“sensationally priced deluxe full-featured 
Zenith Console 23 “ Color tv for $499.95. 

The 1960’s were also the days of local 
egg stands. “Farm fresh eggs. Jumbo…55 
cents a dozen, extra large, 50 cents a dozen. 
Dayville, Route 12, Next to the former 
Danco plant. 

Perhaps you did business at the 
Danielson office of the Willimantic Trust 
Company at 84 Main Street.  Did you stop 
in Diskay Discount Stores at 119 Main 
Street in Danielson?  Prestone Anti-freeze 
was on sale 2 gallons for $3. 4 oz., 4-ply 
virgin wool knitting worsted was only 
77 cents. Mattel’s Hot wheels were $1.97; 
Kenner’s Spirograph, $1.97; Mattel’s Tipee 
Toes, $9.98 (“Horse and Trike included! 
The Doll of the year!). I wonder what these 
would be worth to today’s toy collectors? 
Do not throw away your old toys. If you 
no longer want them, bring them to the 
Killingly Historical Center. The children 
who visit would find them quite interest-
ing.

Allard’s Pharmacy, located at 56 Main 
St., Danielson, had a “Medical Mirror” ad 
with health tips. Answering a question 
about the nutritional value of radishes, 
“Many people are not aware that three 
small radishes provide about one third the 
recommended daily allowance of Vitamin 
C.” Did you need a locksmith? Visit 
Duffy’s Shop at 34 Main St., Danielson. It 
also provided bicycle repairs and vacuum 
cleaner parts and repairs.  Perhaps you 
shopped for a pair of Hush Puppies at 
Lord’s shoe store at 97 Main St. Women, 
if you were updating your wardrobe, you 
might have visited The Bridal Corner in 
the Putnam Shopping Center. In addition 
to a bridal line, the store included casual 
clothes, skirts, sweaters, slacks, blouses, 
and shells. In Danielson you could find an 
assortment of men’s and women’s clothing 
at Keech’s Department Store, 55 Main St.

I chuckled when I saw the “Waltz Thru 
Washday” contest, which featured a 
chance to win a new washer or dryer “ 
value up to $250.” Complete the following 
jingle: ‘A modern clothes dryer will save 
you time, Do away with that old-fashioned 
clothesline, No more sun-faded clothes, 
frozen fingers, or toes (Complete the last 
line).” Danielson appliance dealers partic-
ipating in the contest were D. Blumenthal, 
Inc., LaVallee Furniture Co., Phil’s Radio, 
Inc. and Sears Roebuck and Co. I wonder 
who won?

Please share your memories about any 
of the above businesses by emailing me at 
the address below.

Margaret M. Weaver Killingly Municipal 
Historian August 2021. Special thanks 
to the Putnam Librarians for their assis-
tance. For additional information email 
me at margaretmweaver@gmail.com or 
www.Killinglyhistorical.org. Leave mes-
sages at the Killingly Historical Center 
860-779-7250.  Visit the Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Center Wednesday or 
Saturday from 10-1. Like us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/killinglyhistorical-
society. Mail for the Killingly Historical & 
Genealogical Society, Inc. or the Killingly 
Historical & Genealogical Center should be 
sent to P.O. Box 265, Danielson, CT 06239.
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409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to quali�ed customers!
We take pride  

in our customer 
service!

SUMMER SPECIALS  
NOW IN EFFECT

AFFORDABLE!
$$$$

10% OFF
FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

With this ad. No photocopies

• Tile & Grout Cleaning 

• Grout Repair & Color Renewal 

• Carpet & Area Rug Cleaning

• Pet Odor Control  

• Stain Removal 

• Furniture Cleaning 

• Scotchgard Protector

Carpets 
 Tile & Grout
Upholstery

• Tile & Grout Cleaning 

Owner Operated 

Call/Text 774-490-8802
www.facebook.com/TotalSteamClean

(Minimum Per visit $149)

Putnam Library’s relocation signifies the end of an era

MARGARET 
WEAVER

KILLINGLY 
AT 300
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“In the Studio” is a newer 
feature for the Villager 
Newspapers.  The Quiet Corner 
is home to many artists and 
makers, some of whom have 
national or international rec-
ognition for their work in fine 
art, handcraft, performing art, 
art education, and graphic art.  
In this semi-weekly series, we’ll 
talk with our artist neighbors 
and learn about their careers, 
current projects, and connec-
tions to our towns.  We’ll also 
learn some “artspeak” terms 
in our conversations, demys-
tifying some of those “artist 
words”.  

Today we’re talking 
with maker Al Pacheco of 
Woodstock.  Al has worn many 
hats over the years, but most 
recently he’s getting attention 
for his hand-made lamps.  Call 
them whimsical, steampunk, 
industrial, or assemblage art, 
Al’s lamps are made from a 
clever mix of disparate parts 
resulting in original and func-
tional lighting, both chic and 
accessible.

It’s good to see you Al.  
Your lamps have featured 
just about everything from 
electric mixers, old radios, 
and faucets to auto parts.   
How did the idea to create 
lamps from salvage come 
about?

The idea to make lamps came 
from seeing how everything 
used to be made. The craft-
manship, and pride in making 

something that was meant to 
last a lifetime.

I would find obsolete items 
that I thought looked fantastic 
but were no longer useful and 
thought that I would make a 
lamp out of it.

Tell us something about 
your process. Does the fea-
tured component or the idea 
come first?

I think that the component 
comes first. If it catches my 
eye for whatever reason, then 
the idea for a lamp comes next. 
Sometimes it makes no sense 
at all and seems challenging 
but that’s half the fun. 

Please share some pic-
tures of a few of your favor-

ite pieces.

“What’s Shaking?”  Not milk-
shakes from this old mixer.  It’s 
been retrofitted with a (decora-
tive) gas gauge and functioning 
light bulbs to create this lamp.

“Stay Tuned” was made com-
bining a 1940’s radio kit and a 
voltmeter.  The light on top is 
on a moveable arm.

“In the Mood” indicates that 
it’s date night.  The industri-
al cage fixture has been fitted 
with a red bulb.

“The Powers That Be” is 
actually is stamped on the face 
plate of this duct hygrostat. 
The lampshade was fashioned 
from a speaker.

“Spit it Out” was made com-
bining vintage dental appara-
tus with projector bulbs.

 
Your workspace must be 

fascinating.  How would you 
describe it? 

My workspace is the base-
ment and the barn which is 
sort of an organized chaos 
of treasures and junk which 
makes me happy and eventu-
ally turns into something that 
hopefully makes others happy 
as well. 

“Three Boy’s Lamps” is 
the name of your enterprise.  
Where did that come from? 

The name of the business 
“Three Boys Lamps” came 
from I guess my wife Wendy, 
who would come home from 
work every day and when our 
pets, two cats Digit and Harley 
and our dog Jackson would 

rush to greet her at the door, 
she always said “I love my 
three boys”.  I, of course, was 
not counted in the mix.

 Do you have several proj-
ects going at once?  What are 
you working on right now?

I usually do one project at a 
time but sometimes a few are 
left around in various stages 
of completion if I need to find a 
part or if I haven’t quite figured 
out how to finish the piece in 
my head. 

I’ve seen your booth at the 
“Hill Church” in Woodstock 
during their October craft 
fair, and also at Art’s & 
Framing in Putnam.    Do 
you have other venues for 
selling your work?

I will be at the craft fair 
October 16th and 17th at tbe 
Congregational church in 
Woodstock across from the 
Pink House. 

I also have some pieces at 
Puffins which is an art and col-
lectibles store at 44 Washington 
street in Mystic CT.

What is your connection 
to the Quiet Corner?

I was born and raised in 
Putnam and lived and worked 
there until 2000 when we 
moved to Woodstock

When you’re not making 
lamps, what are you doing?

When I’m not making 

lamps, I’m working part time 
at Lowe’s, going picking with 
Wendy looking for new junk 
and gems at flea markets, or 
playing golf if it ever stops 
raining. 

 ###

Word of the day 
Steampunk is a style of 

design and fashion that com-
bines historical elements with 
anachronistic technological 
features inspired by science 
fiction. [Oxford Languages]

Assemblage art is a form of 
sculpture comprised of «found» 
objects arranged in such a 
way that they create a piece.  
[ThoughtCo.com]

 About the writer:  Cynthia 
Saari (Woodstock, CT) is a 
nationally recognized flame-
work glass artist.  She has 
exhibited her work & taught for 
over 20 years; her glass beads 
have been included in numerous 
publications & invitationals.   
Cynthia offers talks & work-
shops in the Quiet Corner; she is 
an adjunct professor of art at a 
local college.   
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In the 
Studio

CYNTHIA SAARI 

What’s Shaking

Stay Tuned

In the Mood

Spit it OutThe Powers That Be

career. They’re here because 
they have a short- or long-term 
story they’re working on in their 
lives and we want them to be 
better in the moment so they can 
be more valuable in the future. 
That’s what we do and so I wrote 
about the ideas philosophies and 
practices that you’ll need to do 
and work on to be the employee 
that everybody wants to work 
with and become the manager 
everyone wants to work for and 
eventually the business owner 
that creates a space that attracts 
al those right people,” Jessurun 
said of his book.

The title of the work is 
inspired by the name of a dif-
ficult pattern used by quilters 
that Jessurun said is learned as 
quilters reach higher levels of 
experience and opens up their 
work to new possibilities. The 
name was chosen because his 

book attempts to capture that 
same idea explaining that every-
one starts simple but working 
your way to more difficult and 
complex goals is how you grow 
and challenge yourself eventu-
ally opening yourself up to new 
possibilities. 

“From beginner, you step up, 
learn these new ideas, learn 
these new practices and embody 
them. Guess what, a whole new 
space of possibilities will open 
up because you did that. Step 
up and learn the difficult stitch. 
Step up and learn the difficult 
job. You can be that person,” 
Jessurun said.

The book also breaks down 
three themes that Jessurun feels 
is key to success similar to the 
famed four agreements pop-
ularized by Don Miguel Ruiz. 
However, Jessurun’s themes are 
more relevant to growing as an 
employee and workers and start 
with understanding that you are 
valuable as a producer for your-
self and not just your employer 

and moving to seeing language 
as a verb that helps you create 
realities and culminating in self-
ish altruism that states that you 
are building your business and 
dreams for you but also to pro-
vide for those around you.

“You do something, and it does 
affect others. I want to create 
a space where things are awe-
some. That’s what our restau-
rants do and that’s what this 
book is trying to do. Pick it up, 
read it and things will be differ-
ent,” said Jessurun. “If you’re 
someone changing careers it’s 
going to help you on that jour-
ney. It’s about your story. What’s 
your journey? Create the future 
you’re trying to reach.”

“The Drunkard’s Path” can be 
purchased at most book retailers 
but is also available at the four 
restaurants represented through 
Green Valley Hospitality: 85 
Main in Putnam, The Vanilla 
Bean in Pomfret, and Dog Lane 
Café in Storrs and Fenton River 
Grill in Mansfield. 

JESSERUN
continued from page    A1

Bird sightings at the Connecticut 
Audubon Society Center at 
Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust 
properties for the week of Aug. 16: 
Common Yellowthroat, American 
Redstart, Catbird, Bluebird, Barn 
Swallow, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Great Blue Heron, Hummingbird, 
Raven, Carolina Wren, Bobolink, 
Song Sparrow, House Finch, 
Goldfinch. Visit ctaudubon.org/
Pomfret-home.

VILLAGER 
ALMANAC

AT CT AUDUBON
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Putnam Residents:
SAVE THE DATE & YOUR UNWANTED TREASURES

for the 
FIRST ANNUAL PUTNAM TOWN WIDE YARD SALE!

Saturday, October 16, 2021 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm

Clean out your closets, your spare room the garage and turn your clutter into warm coats and other 
much needed items for the Children of The Putnam Family Resource Center! 

Your $10 donation will get your yard sale address on our map for happy bargain hunters to find.  
You keep all of your yard sale profits!  Your map listing includes advertising in print,  

on WINY, and Social Media.  
The proceeds from your donation and the sales of the maps will be gifted to the  

Putnam Family Resource Center! 

For more information or to advertise on our map, contact putnamct.townwide.yardsale@gmail.com.
Registration links and forms COMING SOON!

Sponsored by The Putnam Democratic Town Committee

Skynard, out of the Boston area, will 
perform two shows on Sept. 5. 

The Fair is also proud to welcome the 
Rustlers Band, a country act out of Long 
Island, N.Y. on Sept. 6.

The South Stage welcomes back the 
East Woodstock Cornet Band, the Old 
Time Fiddlers, and the Mychael David 
Band along with some familiar and 
some new competitions for fairgoers to 
take part in.

And don’t forget, something that 
makes the Woodstock Fair special- fab-
ulous fair food. 

The Woodstock Fair continues to be 
one of the best entertainment values 
going, just $12 for adults, senior citizens 
and active military with an ID $8, chil-
dren 10 years and under are free. 

A new feature this year are online 
general admission and ride ticket sales 
at https://woodstock.fiestashows.com. 

For more information about this 
year’s Woodstock Fair, go to www.
woodstoockfair.com or the Woodstock 
Fair Facebook page.

FAIR
continued from page    A1

Putnam Plastics completes state-of-the-art 
manufacturing expansion

DAYVILLE — Putnam Plastics 
Corporation, a leader in advanced 
extrusions and assemblies for minimal-
ly invasive medical devices, has com-
pleted construction on its latest state-of-
the art expansion in Dayville. The 57,000 
square foot facility will be utilized as 
clean manufacturing space, increasing 
production capacity for both existing 
and new medical device customers. 
This new addition provides additional 
space for the company to continue to 
grow and support the growing needs of 
their partners within industry. 

This expansion has been added onto 
the existing headquarters in Northeast 
Connecticut. Similar to the corporate 
headquarters, this space was designed 
specifically with Putnam’s medical 
device partners in mind, offering addi-
tional clean manufacturing space to 
expand their product lines. Several new 
extrusion lines, along with braiding 
and coiling machines to manufacture 
reinforced catheter shafts are just a few 
of the new pieces of equipment that will 

be housed in this space. 
Along with the benefits of adding 

machinery and employees for addition-

al production, by expanding the overall 
footprint of the headquarters, Putnam 
is able to keep everything under one 

roof. This means that their tooling room 
and engineering team are all located in 
the same building providing customers 
with quicker overall lead times and 
speed to market. While the company 
expects to hire 100+ employees to fill 
positions that this expansion will pro-
vide, they are able to avoid unneces-
sary duplications in personnel that are 
common when creating new divisions 
in different locations. By adding onto 
the existing facility, Putnam minimizes 
logistical issues which increases over-
all efficiency.  

“We are excited to complete our new 
addition.  This space will allow us to 
increase our capabilities in manu-
facturing as well as product develop-
ment,” said Jim Dandeneau, Putnam 
Plastics CEO. “We are committed to 
meeting our customers need to quickly 
develop complex components for life 
saving devices.” 

For more information on the Putnam 
manufacturing expansion, visit www.
putnamplastics.com.

So Jin Lim named to 
University of Utah’s 

Dean’s List
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah — So Jin 

Lim of Seoul, ST, has been named to 
the University of Utah’s Summer 2021 
Dean’s List. Lim’s major is listed as 
Psychology BS.

Lim was among more than 970 stu-
dents named to the Summer 2021 Dean’s 
List at the U. To qualify, students must 
earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher in at least 
12 graded credit hours during any one 
term.

About the U
The University of Utah, located in Salt 

Lake City in the foothills of the Wasatch 
Mountains, is the flagship institution 
of higher learning in Utah. Founded in 
1850, it serves over 32,000 students from 
across the U.S. and the world. With over 
100 major subjects at the undergraduate 

level and more than 90 major fields of 
study at the graduate level, including 
law and medicine, the university pre-
pares students to live and compete in the 
global workplace. In 2019, the universi-
ty was selected as a new member of the 
Association of American Universities-
an invitation-only, prestigious group of 
65 leading research institutions marked 
by excellence in academic expertise and 
research impact, student success, and 
securing resources in support of core 
missions. Known for its proximity to 
seven world-class ski resorts within 40 
minutes of campus, the U encourages 
an active, holistic lifestyle, innovation 
and collaborative thinking to engage 
students, faculty, and business leaders.

Spencer Fulone of 
Thompson selected  
as Lasell University  
orientation leader

NEWTON, Mass. — Spencer Fulone, 
a Lasell University student from 
Thompson, is one of 11 orientation lead-
ers selected by the University to wel-
come and guide incoming students this 
fall.

Lasell’s orientation leaders help first-
year and transfer students acclimate to 
the campus community. This summer, 
multiple virtual orientation sessions 
were held and led by the leaders, includ-
ing Fulone. Throughout the upcoming 
year, the orientation leaders will con-
tinue to answer questions and provide 
support for the new students.

For more information contact: 
Samantha Mocle, assistant director 
of communications at smocle@lasell.
edu or at 617-243-2386.

READING 
NEWSPAPERS 
IS A QUEST 
LIKE NO OTHER

“Every Town Deserves a 
Good Local Newspaper”

www.ConnecticutQuietCorner.com
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CARPENTRY SERVICES CT, LLC

CALL  Gene Pepper at 860-230-6105
carpentryservicesct.com

CT #0606460 • #MA-HIC#196807 • RI #763

Veteran owned and operated since ‘89

Remodeling  
Kitchens, Baths  

and More!

• New & Repaired Septic Systems  
• Landscaping

• Stumping • Drainage Systems  
• Sewer Connections

• Frost Walls • Cellar Holes  
• Snow Plowing  

• Loam • Sand • Gravel • Fill

860-774-1737

108 Thompson Pike, Dayville, CT 06241

40 Years Experience • Licensed & Insured

LEONARD ZADORA & SONS, LLC
DEMOLITION, SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATION

FREE ESTIMATE

THE LAW OFFICE OF

GABRIELLE LABONTE
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

WILLS AND 
TRUSTS

MEDICAID 
PLANNING

PROBATE

5 VINA LANE �  P.O. BOX 709
BROOKLYN, CONNECTICUT 06234

PHONE: 860-774-3700  • FAX: 860-774-6300

2021 Pop-Up Putnam series 
wraps up

PUTNAM – The 2021 Pop-Up Putnam series concluded on 
Aug. 21, once again bringing a variety of vendors to Rotary 
Park for visitors to wonder through. As with all past Pop-Up 
Putnam events, music and some games and artist displays 
graced the event as well and a beautiful day allowed for a glo-
rious finale to what could become a new community tradition.

Photos Jason Bleau

Killingly High School graduate, educator and 
author Rebecca Snay shows off her new book, 
Cackle Cackle Croak.

Daisy Doodles puts together a balloon cre-
ation.

The crew of Tie-Dye Buy show off some of 
their tie-dye creations.

Larry Geer of Yankee Woodworking shows off 
some of his handiwork.

Members of Jewett City Savings Bank helped promote Putnam’s Pluck-a-Duck event.The Alzheimer’s Association worked to spread their mission during Pop-Up Putnam.

Zachary Simpson shows off his work through Simpson Woodworking.

Customers examine products at The Nomads Garden Tea, Co.

Representatives of Day Kimball Healthcare were on hand raising awareness of HPV.

Local residents named to 
Clark University’s Dean’s List

WORCESTER, Mass. — The following 
local residents were named to Clark 
University’s Spring Dean’s List:

Emily R. Vincent, of North 
Grosvenordale, was named to first hon-
ors.

Caitlyn Elizabeth Bavosi, of Pomfret 
Center, was named to second honors.

Megan E. Gohn, of Woodstock, was 
named to second honors.

Kendyll L. Smith, of Brooklyn was 
named to second honors.

Students must have a GPA of 3.8 or 
above for first honors or a GPA between 
3.50 and 3.79 for second honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark University 
is a liberal arts-based research univer-
sity that prepares its students to meet 
tomorrow’s most daunting challenges 
and embrace its greatest opportunities. 
Through 33 undergraduate majors, more 
than 30 advanced degree programs, and 
nationally recognized community part-
nerships, Clark fuses rigorous scholar-
ship with authentic world and work-
place experiences that empower our 
students to pursue lives and careers of 
meaning and consequence.

It’s important to us.

ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com

If it’s important to you, 
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Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm

1/4, 1/2, Whole Beef 
Available

Looking for �nancing to 
purchase a home? 

Ask us how to get in your 
dream home in 30 days with 

no money down! Our team has 
over 20 years experience and are 
here to serve you with the BEST 

customer service possible!
O�ering numerous and a 
variety of loan programs.

Suzanne Mazzarella
Branch Manager  

#144468 
860.377.1248

2021 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation. NMLS\#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 1-866-912-4800.All rights 
reserved. This is not an offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to 
change without prior notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Not all products are available in all states 
or for all dollar amounts. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Lender.MA Mortgage Broker and Lender 
License#MC2289. MA Loan Originator License MLO144468. Rhode Island Licensed Broker & Lender.

122 Main Street, Danielson, CT 06239

Let us help you with one of the most 

important decisions in your life!

Planning your new kitchen? 
Give us a call!

We o�er all-wood cabinetry,  
countertops, tile, plumbing �xtures,  

bar stools and more.  
Great service too! 

Jolley Commons Plaza
144 Wauregan Rd (Rte. 12) • Danielson, CT • 860.774.5554

TAILOREDKITCHENSANNMARIE.COM

Buy Local • Dine Local • Invest Local • Think Local • Support Local

SHOP LOCAL
SHOP KILLINGLY

Killingly Bike Night 
returns

DANIELSON – Despite the potential 
for rain, the town of Killingly perse-
vered and brought Bike Night back for 
2021 on Aug. 19. Countless motorcyclists 
filled Main Street with the array of 
vehicles ranging from sporty to classic 
and from modern to antique. Music, 

vendors and plenty of sights to see made 
Danielson the place to be as Mother 
Nature held of allowing for successful 
day of community much needed after 
the many cancellations of 2020.

Photos Jason Bleau

Representatives of the Danielson Elks Riders met with visitors to Bike Night.

Pam Harris of Cranston, R.I. shows off her blue Can Am Spyder.

A flashy blue and silver Triumph.

A couple custom bikes, Victory Jackpot and a 1997 Sportster 1200 Sidecar, were among the 
special additions to this year’s Bike Night.

Roc-Kin-On provided some great music outside of Pourings and Passages on Main Street.

While there were plenty of traditional motor-
cycles on hand, a few sporty models also 
grabbed attention on Main Street.

A group of bikes lined up in front of the U.S. 
Veterans MC booth made up of Connecticut 

veterans helping fellow veterans.

A trio of bikes accompanies the Christian Motorcyclists Association.

Bikers arrive at Killingly Bike Night 2021.
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Last week, I wrote about 
following your dreams and 
not listening to the naysay-
ers.

I believe this with all my 
heart, and at the same time, 
I know that often the nay-
sayers can be correct. Why? 
Lots of reasons. No matter 
how hard I tried, I didn’t 
have the physical ability to 
be an Olympic swimmer. I 
gave it my all, but it wasn’t 
in the cards; there were 
those around me who knew 
it. 

If the naysayers are cor-
rect, don’t let it be because 
you didn’t try. 

Some people are afraid of 
failure; for me, failing isn’t 
the worst outcome. Failing 
because I didn’t try, fail-
ing because I didn’t care 
enough; That’s the worst 
outcome! How do I know? 
I’ve done it; I’ve wept the 
bitter tears.

Knowing that I did every-
thing I could to accomplish 
a dream is a great comfort. 

John C. Maxwell said, 
“Dreams don’t work unless 
you do.” 

Mahatma Gandhi said, 
“All good thoughts and 
ideas mean nothing with-
out action.”

People often fail in their 
dreams because they don’t 
try, don’t care, make excus-
es, and procrastinate. 

What is belief? If you 
believe in something, 
doesn’t that mean you live 
in a manner consistent with 
that belief? If you aren’t 
doing the action if you 
aren’t taking the necessary 
steps, is it possible that you 
never truly believed in it in 
the first place?

The ancient disciple 
James said, “Faith without 
works is dead.” 

If you’re starting a busi-
ness, but you’re not writ-
ing down the goals, putting 
the business plan on paper, 
going to school, reading the 
books, building the team, 
raising the money, and exe-
cuting the program, do you 
believe?

Jim Rohn said, “Ideas 
without labor never become 
tangible; they never become 
real.” 

Procrastination is a kill-
er of dreams. That bears 
repeating; procrastination 
is a killer. Years can be 
wasted, and a whole life-
time can be wasted procras-
tinating. Everyone some-
times procrastinates; at 
times, I’ve been a great pro-
crastinator. I could write a 
book teaching you how to 
be a better procrastinator! 

What are some potential 
causes of procrastination? 

Excuses can cause pro-
crastination. “I can’t go 
for my dreams until I lose 
weight.” “I can’t work 
towards my dreams until I 
get a new job.” “I can’t try 
for my dreams until I get 
out of debt.” “I can’t go for 
my dreams until my kids 
grow up.”

The excuse maker says, 
“First let me focus on this 
other thing, and then after 
it’s finished, then I can go 
for my dreams.” Next week 
comes, and a new excuse is 
made; it can go on forever. 

A lack of passion can 
cause procrastination. I’ve 
seen many actors who want-
ed to make it in Hollywood, 
but they weren’t into the 
art of acting. They never 
took the classes, they never 
sought the auditions, if 
they did get auditions, they 
didn’t rehearse. 

They weren’t passion-
ate about what mattered. 
They pursued the lifestyle, 
but they didn’t seek what 
makes the lifestyle sustain-
able. They majored in the 
minors, and they minored 
in the majors. 

Drugs and alcohol can 
cause a lot of problems and 
are considerable procras-
tination. Many competent 
people cease to be com-
petent when using drugs 
and alcohol. If you want to 
accomplish a dream, quit-

P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

TELEPHONE: (860) 928-1818
FAX: (860) 928-5946

WWW.VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
I would like to commend the thoughts of 

the author of “Pet peeve #1” in the May 28 
issue. Dogs in cemeteries. But it can go much 
deeper than that. 

Cemeteries these days are not only used 
for walking dogs, but are used as a place to 
socialize, exercise, and sometimes even used 
as a place to use recreational vehicles. I have 
seen multiple dogs, sometimes unleashed, 
and owners without a bag in their hand. 
There are no canine service stations in a cem-
etery for one simple reason. No dogs should 
be allowed. 

I have seen joggers, walkers, parents push-
ing baby carriages and even parents teaching 
their children how to ride a bicycle. I have 

even heard of someone sunbathing in a ceme-
tery! The sign says “No dogs allowed,” but yet 
they come. Ignoring a well posted property 
rule of respect. 

There are plenty of recreational parks and 
athletic fields funded by your tax dollars to 
use. Well lit and without having to worry 
about traffic. Use them and leave the cem-
eteries to those that want to want to honor 
their loved ones or perhaps want to honor a 
veteran with all due respect. There should 
be no excuses or exceptions. This is sacred 
land and should be respected at all times by 
everyone.

ED OHOP
PUTNAM

Respect sacred land

To the Editor: 
Kudos to Lee Wesler for clearly explain-

ing the importance of wearing masks as 
our country struggles to stop the spread 
of COVID-19. (When did “mask” become a 
four-letter word? Aug. 20). As a physician, he 
knows what he’s talking about. 

Most of us must know at least one person 
who caught this nasty virus. Talk to one of 
them and hear about how sick they were, 
how long it took to recover, and the side 
effects they continue to deal with months 
later. It’s too late to talk to the ones who have 
died. 

I know several people who were very sick. 
I also know several people who fought the 
virus, but didn’t make it. They were friends 
and relatives I cared about. There are 626,833 
people in the United States who have died 
from COVID-19. To put that number in per-
spective, it’s more than the entire population 
of the state of Vermont (623,241). 

I cannot understand why so many people 

continue to downplay the seriousness of this 
pandemic. The new Delta strain is spreading 
much faster than previous versions. The 
more it spreads, the more it mutates into 
other, deadlier, viruses. The government is 
doing what it can to contain this virus, but 
it’s up to the people to do their part to protect 
the health and lives of our fellow citizens. 

Get vaccinated and wear a mask! Stop com-
plaining about the supposed burden of wear-
ing a mask. Do you wear a seatbelt? Do you 
get a driver’s license and register your car? 
Do you obey the rules of the road that make 
you stop at a red light? You do these things 
because it’s in the best interest of the public 
and helps keep everyone safer. 

When you put on a mask, think of it as a 
seatbelt that will help protect not only you, 
but everyone around you, including the peo-
ple you love and care about. 

MARGIE HUOPPI 
POMFRET 

Kudos to Lee Wesler

Give it 
your all!

To the Editor:
When you write letters to a public forum, 

you have to be ready for any and all reactions 
— “it goes with the territory.” I’ve had both 
positive and negative feedback from my let-
ters in the past, and I’m fine with that. 

Recently, after my letter about vaccines 
and masks appeared in the Villager, someone 
who apparently didn’t have the self confi-
dence or courage to write a public response 
looked up my address and sent an angry 
letter to my home. 

The letter had no return address, and was 
signed with a partial name that seemed fake. 
No surprises there. The content was also 
what I would expect — nonsense about Covid 
vaccines that you find on the Internet or 
social media, and a slew of personal insults 
directed at my character and  intelligence. I 
found that a little ironic, since the handwrit-

ten letter had several errors in grammar and 
spelling. After all that, this “mystery person” 
said they would pray for me. Thanks, but 
save your prayers for yourself — you’ll need 
them when you contract the Delta Variant as 
an unvaccinated person.

So, for the record, Mr. or Ms. whoever you 
are, you and I (and all Americans) have the 
right to voice our opinions. Generations of 
my fellow veterans have shed blood and died 
to ensure that we’ve kept that right. If you 
dislike my letters so much, don’t read them. 
Pretty simple. Maybe you should step-up and 
make your opinions known in a more public 
way, but don’t send me any more letters — I 
already get too much “junk mail.”         

TODD PATRIE
POMFRET CENTER

We all have a right to our opinions

Where were the calls for civility over the last four years?
To the Editor:
People seem to forget that President Donald 

Trump was harshly criticized and called 
every name under the sun for well over five 
years now, including those seen in 44 letters 
from one writer alone.   (Or was it 45 letters, 
as in Donald Trump was the 45th President?)  
What I find funny, however, is that during 
all that time, nobody (including myself) ever 
cried for “civility,” nor did anybody (includ-
ing myself) ever consider the scathing to be 
in any way a form of “hate speech.”  Also, 
while President Trump was constantly being 
bashed, you “no fans” loved it, you kept your 
mouths shut, and none of you (including 
myself) ever questioned the Editor as to why 
he allowed such “bile” to be published.  But 
isn’t it hypocritical that (some of) these same 
people are now suggesting that I be civil and 
avoid name calling?    

I›ve been raked over the coals a few times 
myself, but that›s to be expected.  In addition 
to being on the receiving end of ridicule and 
other puny little jabs, I›ve been accused of 

being «ignorant,» but remember that the first 
part of the word «ignorant» is (to) «ignore.»

Ah, but apparently, it’s not so much fun 
anymore now that the shoe is on the other 
foot, now is it?  So what are you going to do 
as I write 46 anti-Biden letters?  (However, 
I’ll bet that I already know the answer to that 
question, and next week’s paper shouldn’t 
prove me wrong.)  And God knows that the 
Democrats and this pathetic joke of an admin-
istration is easily handing me the fuel to do 
just that.  But what doesn’t surprise me at all 
is that seven months into this debacle, not a 
single one of you has ever posted anything 
positive about the job Biden and Harris are 
doing!  

Anyhow, I›ll end this by quoting the letter 
writer who aptly said: «If differing opinions 
offend you that much, maybe you should 
grow a backbone!»

ED DELUCA
NORTH GROSVENORDALE

A rural perspective
To the Editor:
To paraphrase... “The more things change, 

the more they stay the same.”  
Fortunately, I was old enough, astute 

enough, interested enough and perceptive 
enough to observe the chaotic evacuation 
of American and South Vietnamese person-
nel in Saigon, 1975. It’s a perception I won’t 
soon forget, regardless of how contemporary 
pundits attempt to dissuade the obvious. Are 
there similarities with the current, chaot-
ic, haphazard, ill conceived, poorly planned, 
disgracefully executed evacuation plan in 
Afghanistan? Yes...oh, my goodness, yes...
more than you could possibly realize! 

We’re talking about a foreign policy that 
occurred almost 47 years ago. One might 
think that with all our resources, our pleth-
ora of intellectual experts, our intelligence 
services, the resources we have available...
that maybe, just maybe, we could have han-
dled this differently. Let’s face it, everybody...

you can put whatever partisan spin you want 
on this debauchery...and that really is what it 
is...a debauchery! 

This was, and is, a [boondoggle] of biblical 
proportions, and the Biden Administration 
owns all of it.  Not a little...not just a portion...
you have the whole enchilada! Don’t want to 
hear about previous administration conces-
sions. You elect a leader. He or she has access 
to the same intelligence Information...same 
facts...same intelligence…same bureaucratic 
agencies. You make a choice and decision. 
You recognize that it’s complex, complicated, 
with no real positive outcome. Which is all 
the more reason why you proceed gradually, 
incrementally, methodically and listen to all 
your intelligence sources. Apparently, this 
was not part of the Biden Administration’s 
agenda. 

I can certainly understand the ratio-

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

School days, 
school days…
It’s that time of year again, when back 

to school photos will infiltrate your 
social media feeds. We love this time of 
year when a more structured schedule 
takes hold; however come June, we are 
ready for the daily routine to be a bit 
more relaxed. 

We always consider late August into 
September to be a new year. Yes, the 
actual new year begins on Jan. 1; how-
ever, the start of a new school year 
always brings a clean slate, and who 
doesn’t love that? 

This time of year brings with it mem-
ories for all of us, even if we are not 
headed back into the classroom. We 
recall in the height of the ‘80’s when 
Trapper Keepers were all the new rave 
(a release of the vintage originals can 
now be purchased online). Back then, 
anyone who walked into a drug store 
would be greeted with a wall of the 
colorful organizers, with notebooks and 
pencil cases to match. 

Having a brand new Trapper Keeper 
with pencils neatly tucked away the 
night before school started was step 
one. Next, the perfect outfit would have 
to be picked out, after all, the first day 
outfit set the standard for the rest of 
the year. During these first few days of 
school, the excitement was always at 
an all-time high. It’s the famous week 
three, when things start to settle, and 
the groove of the school routine has 
become the norm, once again. 

As with most things, we enjoy track-
ing history. The drastic changes that 
have occurred over the years are quite 
interesting, so we thought we would 
share our findings. 

During the 1800’s, a typical rural 
area would have one room schoolhous-
es, with one teacher for grades first 
through eighth. The younger students 
would sit in the front of the classroom, 
with the ‘big kids’ seated in the back. 
Memorizing lessons was the priority 
back then, where students had to recite 
what they had learned. Paper bags and 
lunch boxes were not used for lunch, 
instead children would pack a lunch 
and carry it to school in a tin bucket. 

During the early 1900’s, only half of 
the children between the ages of five 
and 19 attended school. This was during 
the Industrial Revolution where chil-
dren were needed at home to help work 
the farms or were put to work in fac-
tories. One study reports that in the 
present, 264 million children are still 
not educated. 

We’ve heard it all before, but it’s true, 
most students would walk or ride their 
bikes to school in all kinds of weath-
er up to five miles away. Today, most 
students take the bus or are dropped at 
school by their parents. In some areas, 
there have been initiatives taken to 
promote the ‘old school’ way of trans-
porting kids via bike or walking. 

Way back when, if a student misbe-
haved, they were placed in a corner 
and had to wear a dunce cap. Discipline 
has changed quite a bit, however; we 
remember a slew of kids standing 
along the brick wall during recess in 
the 1980’s at a New Jersey elementary 
school. Some students may have had to 
stand against the wall for not returning 
a permission slip, or for talking in class, 
but we won’t mention any names. 

Home Economics classes have been 
replaced with a more modern swing 
than when they first emerged in the 
1950’s and lasted through the ‘70’s. Back 
then, students, mostly female, were 
taught how to cook and sew. In the 
late 80’s, those classes saw more male 
students as it became a requirement 
for all. We remember sewing ‘Nerd’ (as 
in the candy) stuffed animals and Oreo 
cookies in our class. When it was time 
to cook, we have fond memories of bak-
ing a holiday cake and forgetting to add 
baking powder, or was it flour? Either 
way, that cake took on a life of its own, 
we fondly remember taking red icing 
and writing ‘Scrooged’ over it. 

Industrial Arts classes are few and 
far between, however are still offered in 
some places with a more technological 
twist. Back in the day, students would 
take large pieces of wood, run it through 
a planer, sand it, stain it and create all 
sorts of things from entertainment cen-
ters to cut out wooden apples using a 
jigsaw. We remember leaving notes for 
our friends in the afternoon class. We 
would slip them in the lockers and hope 
we remembered whose locker belonged 
to who. No texting back then. 

Cursive writing was always fun. It 
was a great feeling when you made 
that lower case ‘j’ just right. Who knew 
that years later, hand writing would 
happen less and less and our cursive 

Turn To EDITORIAL page    A16 Turn To PLACE page    A16

TOBY 
MOORE

POSITIVELY
SPEAKING

Turn To MOORE page    A16



 VILLAGER NEWSPAPERS          • A9Friday, August 27, 2021

Business owners, take note of these 
tax & policy changes for 2021

As we emerge from the pandemic and 
congress resumes its next legislative 
session, there are many changes to tax 
codes and policy – both already enacted 
and looming on the horizon – for busi-
ness owners to consider. Here are some 
of the major changes and proposals to 
bear in mind for your business in the 
months ahead.

If your business received COVID-
related financial assistance, here’s 
what to know now and what to expect 
for the 2021 tax year.

If you took a PPP (Paycheck Protection 
Program) loan in 2021 and are eligible 
for loan forgiveness, make sure you 
apply for it. Your business is eligible 
for loan forgiveness if: during the 8- to 
24-week covered period following the 
loan disbursement your business main-
tained employee and compensation lev-
els; at least 60% of the loan proceeds 
were spent on payroll costs; and all loan 
proceeds were spent on payroll costs 
and other eligible expenses. 

If you meet the requirements for loan 
forgiveness, you must apply for it after 
all loan proceeds have been used but 
within 10 months after the last day of 
the covered period. To apply for for-
giveness, contact your PPP lender and 
complete their required form and doc-
umentation.

The American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) extended the rule allowing cer-

tain forms of business loan forgive-
ness to be nontaxable. These programs 
include the PPP, the SBA’s Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) for advanc-
es up to $10,000, the Shuttered Venue 
Operator Grant (SVOG) program, 
Targeted Economic Injury Disaster 
grants to small businesses in low-in-
come communities, and Restaurant 
Revitalization Fund grants to small and 
independent restaurants. If you have 
any of these types of loans forgiven in 
2021, you will not pay federal tax on the 
amount forgiven, and you can also still 
deduct expenses as usual on your feder-
al return. However, you should check 
on whether your state tax guidelines 
follow suit.

If your business has a loss this year, 
be aware of these policy and tax credit 
changes.

The Employee Retention Credit has 
been extended through the end of this 
year as part of ARPA. If your busi-
ness’s gross receipts are down 90 per-
cent or more in any quarter this year 
from the corresponding quarter in 2019, 
you can claim the credit on all wages 
paid to employees who worked during 
that quarter. The credit can offset the 
employer share of the Medicare tax 
included in the FICA payroll tax. 

The threshold for deducting business 
losses is back in 2021 for owners of pass-
through entities. This threshold had 
been suspended since 2018, but from 
2021 through 2026, any excess loss that 
is not currently deductible becomes 
part of an owner’s net operating loss.

ARPA employee benefit changes 
extended through Sept. 30

While not mandatory, employers may 
choose to offer paid sick and family leave 
to employees and claim a credit for the 
paid leave granted of up to $12,000 per 
employee, with a maximum of 10 days. 

As with the Employee Retention Credit, 
this credit may be used as an offset to 
the employer share of the Medicare tax.

Employees who’ve been involun-
tarily terminated or had their hours 
reduced are eligible for premium-free 
COBRA coverage through Sept. 30. 
Premiums must be paid by employers 
during this time, but you can recoup the 
cost via a new Medicare tax credit that 
can be received on an advanced basis. 
However, it’s important to note that 
this credit is reduced by the amount of 
any employee retention credit or paid 
leave credits that are also claimed.

Watch for these proposed business 
tax changes in the future.

An increase in the corporate tax rate 
is unlikely, but still worth preparing 
for. President Biden has proposed an 
increase to the corporate tax rate from 
21 to 28 percent (President Trump had 
lowered the rate to 21 percent from its 
previous 35 percent rate in 2017). While 
it now seems unlikely that this increase 
will even be put forth by the adminis-
tration, let alone passed by congress, 
business owners should consult with 
their accountant and financial advi-
sor to have a plan in place for how to 
adjust to the potential increase should 
it occur. There is also talk in congress 
of tightening enforcement for collection 
of corporate taxes owed that have not 
been paid, so if your business falls into 
that category, be prepared.

A phase-out of the 20% qualified busi-
ness income (QBI) deduction for pass-
through entities. Currently, non-C-cor-
poration taxpayers can deduct 20 per-
cent of their QBI from pass-through 
entities or qualified real estate invest-
ment trusts. President Biden has pro-
posed legislation that would phase 
out this deduction for those earning 
more than $400,000. Legislation in the 

proposed American Families Plan 
would also apply the 3.8 percent Net 
Investment Income Tax (NIIT) to pass-
through business income for those 
earning over $400,000.

As a business owner, you want to 
maintain a growing business, a healthy 
bottom line, and happy employees, 
but meeting those priorities while 
running your business in the midst 
of ever-changing tax codes and poli-
cies can be overwhelming. It’s best to 
partner with trusted financial profes-
sionals to ensure your business taxes 
and finances are continually monitored 
for the best possible outcome, so you 
can focus on actually running your 
business. We help our business clients 
to create a tailored Plan Well, Invest 
Well, Live Well™ long-term strategy, 
designed to maximize income, savings, 
tax efficiency and value. See how we 
can help you to build your own Plan 
Well, Invest Well, Live Well™ strategy 
at whzwealth.com/business-owers, or 
call us at (860) 928-2341.

Authored by Principal/Managing 
Partner, James Zahansky, AWMA®. 
Securities and advisory services offered 
through Commonwealth Financial 
Network®, Member FINRA/SIPC, a 
Registered Investment Adviser. These 
materials are general in nature and do 
not address your specific situation. For 
your specific investment needs, please 
discuss your individual circumstances 
with your representative. Weiss, Hale 
& Zahansky Strategic Wealth Advisors 
does not provide tax or legal advice, 
and nothing in the accompanying pages 
should be construed as specific tax or 
legal advice. 697 Pomfret St., Pomfret 
Center, CT 06259, 860-928-2341. http://
www.whzwealth.com.

JIM ZAHANSKY
INVESTMENT 

ADVISER

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

Paddling the Allagash River
BY DENNIS BLANCHETTE

NORTH GROSVENORDALE

“Who hears the rippling of rivers will 
not utterly despair of anything.” —Henry 
David Thoreau

The Allagash Wilderness Waterway 
was established by the Maine legisla-
ture in 1966 to preserve the section of 
river and ponds from Telos Landing 
to Allagash Village, a total of 98 miles. 
We spent five days paddling a 60-mile 
section of it, from the north end of 
Umsaskis Lake to St. Francis. Canoe 
camping is a great way to enjoy the 
wilderness and find solitude without 
having to eat freeze dried food. Here are 
a few tips we learned along the way.

The most important thing is planning 
the trip. How long, how much food and 
most importantly when. Water levels 
are higher in spring, but black flies are 
more numerous. In the summer, when 
the bugs go away, the water levels drop. 
The suggested minimum flow is 400 CFS 
(cubic feet per second). Up to date water 
levels can be found at www.usgs.gov.  
We tried to balance the two, by sched-
uling the trip for mid-July. The flows 
were hovering slightly below 400 CFS in 
the days before the trip, but a few days 

of rain brought the water levels back up 
enough that we never scraped bottom.  
The only bugs were mosquitos at a 
couple of campsites. Some guidebooks 
say the river is crowded in July and 
August, but we rarely saw anyone and 
campsites were easy to obtain.

There are several places that will 
rent canoes and shuttle you to your 
put- in. Norman L’Italien of Pelletier’s 
Campground took good care of us and 
provided excellent service. 

The paddle across Long Lake, about 
five miles long and 2,500 feet wide, is 
fairly easy. The dam at the end of Long 
Lake presents two choices – portage 
right or line down left. Being too lazy 
to unpack the canoe, we decided to 
line down. It was accomplished with 
minimal difficulty and we headed for a 
camp site. 

There are 80 campsites along the 
river, marked by small signs which are 
sometimes hard to see from the water. 
Each site has a fireplace, outhouse and 
a picnic table with a ridgepole above 
it which can be used to hang a tarp in 
case of rain. The general etiquette is 
one party to a site (unless it has mul-
tiple cells), so it pays to get one early 
in the day. Otherwise, if a site is occu-
pied you keep paddling to the next one. 

We camped at Sweeney Brook, Squirrel 
Pocket, Bass Brook and Big Brook 
South. All were fine sites. Squirrel 
Pocket was the best and worth the little 
bit of extra paddling to get there.

The days start out calm and sunny, at 
least in July. After noon, the wind picks 
up and crossing the lakes becomes dif-
ficult, which is another reason to get 
underway early in the day. In late after-
noon or evening a shower or thunder-
storm can be expected. 

The river is very narrow at the start, 
with trees lining the banks and only at 
sharp bends is there a glimpse of the 
mountains in the distance. The water is 
calm and peaceful, with perfect reflec-
tions of the sky and clouds. As the 
river widens, the trees recede and more 
distant vistas come into view. The rap-
ids in this 60-mile section, mostly rips 
and class 1, are not technically difficult 
but require some ability to read the 
water and pick the proper route. The 
hardest part is the 9-mile section before 
Umsaskis Lake which includes Chase 
Rapids. There is a portage service if you 
want to run the rapids, but don’t want 
to lose all your gear.

Allagash Falls is a mandatory portage 
because of the dangerous waterfall. The 
take out was steep and muddy but the 

carry trail is wide and level. This is the 
only place where your solitude may be 
disrupted, since it is a choke point and 
everyone converges here to portage. 

Eventually the Allagash empties into 
The St John River which is three times 
as wide as the Allagash and provides 
spectacular views of distant mountain 
ranges.  

Canoe camping is a great alternative 
to backpacking for those in search of 
solitude and wilderness. The canoe car-
ries all your gear, so you can bring a 
cooler with fresh food and more impor-
tantly, beer. With an early start and five 
hours of paddling, the whole afternoon 
is available for hiking, swimming, fish-
ing and relaxing. There is no cell phone 
reception and one rarely encounters 
other people, so you can’t borrow some-
thing you may have forgotten. You can’t 
readily summon help if something goes 
wrong. You are on your own and need 
to be completely self-sufficient. “The 
Allagash Guide” by Gil Gilpatrick is a 
great reference book. It lists the neces-
sary outdoor skills you should have and 
the equipment you will need to under-
take this trip.

Dennis R. Blanchette is an environ-
mental engineer and travel writer.

Put kitchen scraps and landscape trimmings  
to work in the garden

Convert landscape 
and garden trim-
mings into valuable 
compost. Incorporate 
this soil amendment 
into garden soil to 
improve drainage in 
clay soil and increase 
water-holding ability 
in fast draining sandy 
soils. It also promotes 
healthy plant growth more resistant to 
insect and disease problems and keeps 
plant-based kitchen scraps and garden 
waste out of landfills. 

Composting is as simple as placing 
disease- and insect-free plant debris 
into a pile and letting it rot.  Don’t add 
meat, dairy, or fat that attracts rodents 
or weeds that have gone to seed, inva-
sive plants or perennial weeds that can 
survive the compost process and end 
up back in the garden. 

You can enclose the pile in a bin to 
keep the process neat, tidy, and out of 
sight.  Some gardeners prefer tumbler 
composters for added ease when it 
comes to loading, unloading, and turn-
ing the pile. Dual bin tumblers allow 
you to stockpile the raw materials in 
one bin while actively composting in 
the other.

Always check with your municipali-
ty first. Some have restrictions on the 
type of bins that are acceptable while 
others may offer them at a discount.

Start your pile in an accessible space 
hidden by nearby plantings, fences, 
or decorative bins. Turn the pile fre-
quently, moving the more decomposed 
materials in the center to the outside 

and less decomposed 
to the center. 

 Speed things up 
by mixing nitrogen 
and carbon rich plant 
debris, topping with 
soil or compost, and 
adding a bit of fertil-
izer. Including equal 
parts of nitrogen rich 
(green) materials 

like herbicide-free grass clippings, 
fruit wastes, vegetable clippings and 
manure with carbon rich (brown) 
cornstalks, evergreen needles, straw 
and fall leaves will speed the process.  
But don’t let this recipe prevent you 
from composting.  All plant waste will 
eventually decompose as weather, 
insects and micro-organisms digest 
the materials over time.   

Start with an eight- to 10-inch layer 
of garden trimmings. Cover with an 
inch of soil or compost and sprinkle 
with fertilizer to help speed things 
along. Repeat until the pile is at least 
three feet tall and wide.  Moisten the 
pile to a consistency of a damp sponge. 

Turn the pile as time allows or fre-
quently for faster results. Move the 
more decomposed materials from the 
center to the outside of the pile.  It’s 
a great work out and speeds up the 
decomposition.  

The more effort you put into com-
posting the sooner you will have rich 
organic matter for your garden. But 
even casual composters end up with a 
wonderful amendment for the garden. 

Compost is ready when it is brown 
and crumbly. Mix finished compost 

into potting mixes for containers, 
work it into garden beds or spread a 
one-inch layer over the soil surface of 
perennial gardens every other year.

 Start putting your landscape trim-
mings in a heap and watch the magic 
happen.

 
Melinda Myers is the author of over 

20 gardening books, including The 

Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Photo Melinda Myers

Composting can be as simple as collecting disease- and insect-free plant debris, placing it in 
a pile and letting it rot.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
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OBITUARIES

Michael P. Joly, 39, of Brooklyn, CT, 
passed away unexpectedly on Tuesday, 
August 17, 2021 in Brooklyn, CT. He 
was born July 28, 1982 in Putnam, CT, 
son of Lynda (Dean) Joly and the late 
Ronald H. Joly, Sr. 

Michael was out-
going, friendly and 
had a contagious 
smile. He attended 
Brooklyn Schools, 
Woodstock Academy, 
N o r t h e a s t e r n 
University and New 
England School of 
Law Boston, grad-

uating Summa Cum Laude with his 
Law Degree. Michael was an Eagle 
Scout and a track and field standout. 
He was an avid sportsman and hunter. 
Michael would drop anything he was 
doing to help a friend in need. He had 
numerous friends from school, work, 
scouting, hunting and others he picked 
up along the way. Mary Ann Ponti was 
a very special person in his life. Also, 
his dog Lupa who never let Michael out 
of her sight.

 In addition to his mother Lynda 

Joly of Brooklyn, CT, he leaves his 
uncle Richard Joly of Plainfield, CT, 
his siblings Kevin Joly of Brooklyn, 
CT; Maria Raszka and husband Scott 
of Woodstock, CT; Ronald Joly, Jr. and 
wife Kathy of Wentzville, MO; Wendy 
Goff and husband James of Bradenton, 
FL; Patricia Washington and husband 
Glen of Ellenton, FL and numerous 
nieces and nephews. In lieu of flowers 
donation may be made in Michael’s 
memory to Westfield United Church of 
Christ, 210 Main Street, Danielson, CT 
06239 or to American Red Cross, Attn: 
Neil Brockway, 209 Farmington Ave. 
#3, Farmington, CT 06032. 

Calling Hours will be Friday, August 
27, 2021 from 4:00 to 7:00 PM at Gagnon 
and Costello Funeral Home, 33 Reynolds 
Street, Danielson, CT. A Memorial 
Service will be held Saturday, August 
28, 2021 at 10:00 AM at Westfield United 
Church of Christ, 210 Main Street, 
Danielson, CT. Masks must be worn 
in the Church. For those who are 
unable to attend, you can live stream 
the service at Westfielducc.org/live or 
YouTube.com/westfielducc. Share a 
memory at Gagnonandcostellofh

Michael P. Joly, 39

Woodstock Valley, 
CT - Richard Block, 
75, passed away sud-
denly August 16, 2021 
following an acci-
dent, in University 
of Massachusetts 
Memorial Hospital. 

He is survived by 
his loving wife Gloria (DeMeo) Block 
of 44 years, his children Nicole Block of 
Woodstock Valley, CT and son Garrett 
Block, and his partner Joey Patterson 
of New York City, as well as his niece 

Lori Michaud. 
Born in Malden, Massachusetts, he 

was the son of the late George and 
Beatrice (Glodblatt) Block, and prede-
ceased by his brother, Steven Block. 

Mr. Block was most recently 
employed at Desco in Ellington where 
he made many friends who looked up 
to him for finishing advice. He also 
worked for Brunahan’si in Woodstock, 
and several other high end furniture/
industrial finishing companies as lead 
finisher. He was an expert in the field 
of antique furniture restoration and 

architectural finishing. He was known 
well throughout New England for his 
perfection of the craft. Prior to moving 
to Woodstock Valley, CT, he owned 
and operated his own business for 
many years in MA. 

Relatives and friends were invited 
to visit with Richard’s family from 
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Sunday, August 
22, 2021, in the Gilman Funeral Home 
& Crematory, 104 Church Street, 
Putnam, CT. A private cremation took 
place the following week for immedi-
ate family only.  A memorial service 

in Richard’s honor will be announced 
at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial dona-
tions In Richard’s name may be made 
to The American Heart Association, 
PO Box 417005, Boston, MA 02241, or 
to the family at mealtrain.com “Meal 
Train for Block Family.” The orga-
nizer, Sarah Fitton-Gorgone, may be 
contacted via the site or her facebook 
page. 

For memorial guestbook visit www. 
GilmanAndValade.com

Richard Block, 75

Putnam - Dorothy E. Alcott, 83, of 
Woodstock Ave, was born into the next 
world on Saturday, August 21, 2021, at 
home surrounded by her family after 

a long courageous 
battle with cancer, 
and has finally found 
her peace. She was 
the loving wife of the 
late Joseph Alcott, Sr. 
Born in Lexington, 
MA, and the daugh-
ter of the late Alfred 
and Vera (Twombley) 

Nutt.
Dorothy is survived by sons Dennis 

Alcott and his wife Naruemon of 
Putnam and Kevin Alcott and his wife 
Maraya of Temecula, CA; her surro-
gate daughter and travel buddy Lisa 
Foisy of Brooklyn; her sister, Trudy 
Ann Wade of Port Orange, FL; and her 
grandchildren, Lindsay Falanga, and 
Andrew & James Alcott; and several 
great children. She was predeceased 
by her son, Joseph Alcott, Jr, her sis-
ters Cynthia Wilson and Shirley Jean 
Nolan and her beloved dogs, Susu & 
Ping. 

Her passion for any and all travel is 
clearly documented by her spoon col-
lection and the numerous stories she 
shares with family and friends. When 
asked if she wants to go on a trip, first 
answer is yes; followed by where are 
we going?  Dorothy also loved her dogs, 
and am sure that they will be the first 
to greet her upon her arrival in the 
next world. She was an avid reader 
and enjoyed knitting and baking; in 
fact many readers may have had expe-
rienced her birthday or wedding cakes.

Dorothy worked as an administrative 
assistant for Marianapolis Preparatory 
School as well as Kaman Aerospace for 
many years. 

Relatives and friends are invited to 
visit with Dorothy’s family from 9:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m.on Thursday, August 
26, 2021 in the Gilman Funeral Home 
& Crematory, 104 Church St., Putnam, 
followed by a funeral service in the 
funeral home at 10:00 a.m. Burial will 
follow in St Mary Cemetery. Memorial 
donations may be made to the Humane 
Society in Dorothy’s memory. For 
memorial guestbook please visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com. 

Dorothy E. Alcott, 83

Everett G. Shepard Community Service 
Award, presented to a player who gives 
back to the community through volun-
teering.

Hamilton Barnes received the 
Executive Staff Award, which was pre-
sented to recognize his attitude and 
effort day in and day out, game in and 
game out.

Brady Monahan received the Rene 
“Doc” Desaulniers Award, awarded 
annually to the Tri-Town player who 
best represents the values of American 
Legion Baseball.

“Brady always had what was best for 
the team ahead of his person goals,” Tri-
Town coach Jason Akana said.

Max Racicot received the Ronald P. 
Coderre Scholar/Athlete Award, pre-
sented to a Tri-Town senior player 
headed to higher education. Racicot, 
a 2021 Woodstock Academy graduate, 
compiled a 3.75 grade-point average 
while participating in the Centaurs’ 
athletic programs. He is headed to 
Marist College where he will major in 
criminal justice.

Tri-Town also presented a pair of 
awards to members of the 17U team.

Kobe Rock received the Joe Lindley 
Player Development Award, presented 
to the junior player who best demon-

strates the desire for self-improvement.
Eli Smith received the Louis Francis 

Bates Memorial Award, presented to 
the outstanding junior player. The 
award was presented by Shawn Bates.

BANQUET
continued from page    A1

Vin Tocci received the Stan Lesniewski 
Award and the Everett G. Shepard Community 
Service Award.

Hamilton Barnes won the Executive Staff 
Award.

Kobe Rock received the Joe Lindley Player 
Development Award.

Brady Monahan was the recipient of the 
Rene “Doc” Desaulniers Award.

Eli Smith was presented with the Louis 
Francis Bates Memorial Award. 

Max Racicot won the Ronald P. Coderre 
Scholar/Athlete Award.
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LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF WOODSTOCK

BOARD OF  
ASSESSMENT APPEALS

Citizens of Woodstock are hereby in-
formed that the Board of Assessment 
Appeals for the Town of Woodstock 
will hold its sessions on the following 
dates: September 13, 2021 – Monday, 
beginning at 6:00pm September 14, 
2021 – Tuesday, beginning at 6:00pm 
September 15, 2021 – Wednesday, 
beginning at 6:00pm. Appeal forms 
are available by calling the Assessor’s 
Office at (860) 928-6929 ext. 327 or 
downloading the form from the website 
at www.woodstock.gov. Such sessions 
are held solely for appeals on motor 
vehicles for 2020 Grand List and the 
2019 Supplemental Motor Vehicle List. 
Vehicle in question must be present at 
appeal session.
Due to covid restrictions, meeting for-
mat to be determined. Notice given of 
sessions held to conform to section 12-
110 of the General Statutes of the state 
of Connecticut. 
Board of Assessment Appeals
Rebecca Hyde, 
Ronald Cabana, 
John Davis
August 27, 2021
September 3, 2021

TOWN OF BROOKLYN 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Brooklyn Zoning Board of Appeals 
will hold a Public Hearing and Meeting 
on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 
6:30 p.m. held at the Clifford B Green 
Meeting Center 69 South Main 
Street Brooklyn, CT and via Web Ex on 
the following applications: 
1. ZBA-21-003 Brad and Heather Oat-
ley, 268 Allen Hill Road, Map-33, Lot-
88-7, Acres 2.15, RA Zone. Construct 
32-ft x 30-ft two car garage with second 
story storage area with log siding. Re-
questing variance of section 3. C.5 .2.1 
from the minimum front yard
setback.
2. ZBA-21-004 Brian and Christine 
Therrien, 286 Cherry Hill Road, Map-I 
1, Lot 1-2,
Acres 0.5, RA Zone. Construct a farm-
er’s porch with roof including handicap
accessibility ramp. Requesting vari-
ance of section 3.C.5.2.1 from the min-
imum front yard setback.
3. ZBA-21-005 Theodore R. Stever, 82 
South Main Street, Map-47 Lot 012, 

Acres .43, NB Zone. Construct living 
space on third floor, convert space to 
a one-bedroom apartment. Requesting 
variance of section 6.E.3.8 for living 
quarters above the second story.
Interested persons may appear and be 
heard. Written communications will be 
accepted. A copy of the application is 
available on the Town of Brooklyn Web-
site. Web Ex meeting information will 
be included on the September 8, 2021 
Zoning Board of Appeals Commission 
Agenda.
Bruce Parsons, Vice Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals
August 27, 2021
September 3, 2021

TOWN OF KILLINGLY 
METERED USE

 ROAD ASSESSMENT 
LEGAL NOTICE

Payments will be received in the Reve-
nue Office, 172 Main Street Killingly CT 
06239, as follows; Monday, Wednes-
day, Thursday 8-:4:30pm Tuesday 
8-5:30pm Friday 8-11:30AM. By mail, 
online, or in our drop box.
The first installment metered use and 
installment of benefit road assessment 
is due September 1, 2021. If payment 
is not received on or before OCTOBER 
1 2021 the installment becomes delin-
quent and subject to interest at the rate 
of 18% per annum, 1 ½% per month or 
any fraction of a month, from the due 
date. A minimum of $2.00 interest will 
be charged for each delinquent tax bill 
and installment. 
Please visit our website for full details 
and online payments www.killinglyct.
gov.
Dated at Killingly this 12th, day of Au-
gust 2021
Patricia Monahan CCMC
Revenue Collector for the 
Town of Killingly
August 27, 2021
September 10, 2021
September 24, 2021

TOWN OF THOMPSON
At the August 10, 2021 meeting of the 
Thompson Inland Wetlands Commis-
sion the following action was taken: Ap-
plication #IWA21018 approved, Jason 
Lepino, 59 Wrightson Dr. (Assessor’s 
Map 143, Block 17, Lot 15) - demolish 
existing wood retaining wall and replace 
with rip rap revetment along shore of 
Quaddick Reservoir.
George T. O’Neil, III, Chair

August 27, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF WOODSTOCK

BOARD OF  
ASSESSMENT APPEALS 

MOTOR VEHICLES
Citizens of Woodstock are hereby in-
formed that the Board of Assessment 
Appeals for the Town of Woodstock will 
hold its sessions on the following dates:
September 13, 2021 - Monday, be-
ginning at 6:00 PM September 14, 
2021 - Tuesday, beginning at 6:00 PM
Appeal forms are available by calling 
the Assessor’s Office at (860) 928-
6929 ext. 326 or downloading the form 
from the website at www.woodstockct.
gov . Please make an appointment to 
be heard. Please submit your form, 
and make your appointment, by 4 pm 
on September 9th. Such sessions are 
held solely for appeals related to the 
assessment of motor vehicles for the 
2020 Grand List. Vehicle in question 
must be present at appeal session.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, meeting 
format to be determined. Notice given 
of sessions held to conform to section 
12-110 of the General Statutes of the 
State of Connecticut.
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT AP-
PEALS Rebecca Hyde, Ronald 
Cabana, 
John Davis
August 27, 2021
September 3, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Douglas D Bailey, Jr, 
(21-00284) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, 
Judge of the Court of Probate, District 
of Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated August 17, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.  

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Jessica Bailey-Deblois, 11 Szegda 
Road, Columbia, CT 06237 Attorney: 
THOMAS SALVA TORE FIOREN-
TINO,FIORENTINO, HOWARD & 
PETRONE, P.C.,773 MAIN STREET, 
MANCHESTER, CT06040 
August 27, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Gladys K Grochowski 
(21-00258) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, 

Judge of the Court of Probate, District 
of Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated August 17, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.  

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Albert R. Poloquin, 18 Durfee Street, 
Southbridge, MA 01550 Attorney:  
ANDREA L TRUPPA, LA W OFFICE 
OF ANDREA L. TRUPPA, LLC, 880 
ROUTE 171 WOODSTOCK, CT 06281
August 27, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Paul G Hennen (21-00279) 
The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Northeast 
Probate Court, by decree dated August 
12, 2021, ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary at the ad-
dress below. Failure to promptly pres-
ent any such claim may result in the 
loss of rights to recover on such claim. 
 

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
Ann B Hennen, 52 Putnam Road,  
Pomfret, CT 06259, 
Attorney FRANK GERARD HERZOG 
BORNER SMITH ALEMAN HERZOG 
& CERRONE, LLC, 155 PROVIDENCE 
STREET, PO BOX 166, PUTNAM, CT 
06260 
August 27, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
ESTATE OF Ralph W Gilbert (21-
00252) The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge 
of the Court of Probate, District of 
Northeast Probate Court, by decree 
dated August 16, 2021, ordered that all 
claims must be presented to the fidu-
ciary at the address below. Failure to 
promptly present any such claim may 
result in the loss of rights to recover on 
such claim.  

Brenda Duquette, Clerk 
The fiduciary is:
John F Kennison, 1344 Barre Road, 
New Braintree, MA 01531 Cynthia G 
Kennison, 1344 Barre Rd,
New Braintree, MA 01531 
Attorney: DAVID C ERDOS, LAW 
OFFICES OF DAVID C. ERDOS, LLC, 
29 FIFTH STREET, STAMFORD, CT 
06905 August 27, 2021

LEGALS

Students 
helping students

PUTNAM — The Putnam 
Rotary Club’s very active 
Interact Club helped TEEG 
give back-to-school backpacks 
to 90 students recently. 

Members of the Interact 
Club, which included Suzette 
and Quinn Lefevre, Kaelyn 
and Talia Tremblay, club pres-
ident Amayah Chaves, plus 
Benjamin Northup and Tyler 
Fullerton and advisor Roberta 
Rocchetti helped TEEG dis-
tribute the backpacks at the 
Woodstock Middle School, 
Pomfret Community School 
and at the TEEG facility. The 
Interact volunteers helped fam-
ilies fill their new school back-

packs with all the essentials to 
start the new school year.  The 
club and the Putnam Rotary 
Club were among numerous 
organizations that started col-
lecting supplies in July. TEEG 
has run this community pro-
gram for about 20 years.

In addition to the school sup-
plies, this year TEEG was able 
to give each student $20 to go 
toward shoes.

TEEG has expanded and 
grown the program each year. 
It offers a client choice model, 
and encourages each student 
to come in and select their own 
supplies. Distribution is done 
the week before school starts. 

This year, TEEG took its dis-
tribution on the road to reach 
families in Woodstock and 
Pomfret. TEEG was then able 
to tailor its lists so that at each 
distribution site, each child 

was able to get the supplies 
needed for their specific grade. 

TEEG officials said, “The 
goal of our program is to make 
sure that each child starts the 
school year with all the sup-

plies needed to be successful.”
The expansion of the dis-

tribution sites was no doubt 
helped by the presence of the 
Interact Club’s volunteers.

Photo Courtesy

Putnam Rotary Club Interact Club members Kaelyn and Talia Tremblay work with TEEG volunteers as they dis-
tribute backpacks to students “on the road” at the Pomfret Community School. 

Danielson Lions Club to 
host Information Night
DANIELSON — Did you know there 

is a service club in your community?  
Would you consider giving back a por-
tion of your time, meet new friends, and 
have fun while doing it?

The Danielson Lions club is invit-
ing the public to an information night 
on Wednesday, Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. at the 
former Killingly High School, Park & 
Rec Cafeteria, Broad Street, Danielson.  
Meet the Lion members and discover 
what Lions Clubs have to offer.  Topics 
to include local, state, and global initia-
tives that Lions support. 

Since they were chartered over 60 
years ago, the Danielson Lions have 
served both local 

community and Lions projects and 
organizations.   Some of them include:  
Danielson Park & Recreation Events, 
Camp Quinebaug, Day Kimball Hospice, 
High School Scholarships, Food & 
Fuel Bank, Summer Camp for Kids, 
Eyeglasses for the needy, Connecticut 
Lions Eye Research Foundation, Low 
Vision Center of Eastern Connecticut, 
Diabetes Awareness, Camp Rising Sun 
for kids with cancer, and Hearing & 
Speech projects.

Helen Keller once said, “Alone we can 
do so little; together we can do so much.”  
Join us Sept. 8.  Light refreshments will 
be served.  

For information or to donate to these 
worthy causes, please contact Club 
President David (860) 208-4646 or Past 
President Betsy at (860) 208-7857.

QUEST MARTIAL ARTS 
STUDENTS RECEIVE 

BLACK BELTS
Photo Courtesy

Grandmaster Mike Bogdanski and Master Kristin Duethorn of 
Quest Martial Arts in Thompson proudly announces new Black 
Belt promotions. First degree Black Belt -Anthony Buckner, 
Landen Reschke, Aris Roane. Second degree Black Belt - 
Emma Rainville. Third-degree Black Belt- Alexander Boligan, 
Alexis Elkinson, Jacob Mainhart.  Quest Martial Arts has 
served northeast Connecticut for more than 35 years.

HERE TO HELP
Photo Carol Davidge — Courtesy

On Monday morning, Aug. 23, hundreds of emergency bucket 
trucks with workers in chartreuse vests mobilized at Killingly 
Commons. Those pictured were from North Carolina. License 
plates from Illinois, Michigan and other states along with 
Eversource trucks showed that they were ready to help if 
needed in northeast Connecticut and now on their way to 
other areas. 

www.860Local.com
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ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Waterfront Log Home on 
Echo Lake

4 rooms, Ideal second home, year 
round capability, easy higway  

access to routes 84 and Mass Pike
199 Sunset Drive ~ $329,900

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

COMING SOON!

ON DEPOSIT

INVESTORS!

ON DEPOSIT

THOMSPON CT:  
3 bdrms, 2.5 ba, 3 acres
105 Porter Plain Rd 

$424,900

WEBSTER: 2 bdrms 
ea. unit, HW �oors, gas 

furnace, 2 car garage
13 Hartley St ~ 

$459,900

STERLING: 6 car 
garage, 1700 gq. �. 

Ranch, Inground pool, 
1 Acre, 1st �r family rm

216 Beaman Rd ~ 
$684,500

WEBSTER: 6 units, 50 year 
roof, sided, o� street parking

227 School St ~ $599,900

ATHOL: Island Waterfront, 
4 rooms, 2.6 acres, own your 

own Paradise Island, Pontoon 
Boat

54 Island #2 Lake Ellis ~ 
$424,900

PAXTON: 1900 sq. �., 3 
bedroom, 1.5 baths, Worcester/

Paxton Line, Fireplace, 2 car  
detached garage

4 Boynton Pkwy ~ $449,000

SOUTHBRIDGE

 7 Rooms
New Kitchen

Crown Mouldings
Newer Carpeting

$300,000’s

Believe

Nine-year-old Shienna sat up a little 
straighter and vocalized her dissent: 
“That’s not true, three times nine is 
twenty-six. I memorized it, so I should 
know.”

“Well, you might be right about 
that,” countered Kelli, “but you were 
wrong about gravity. There is no 
gravity in Arizona – I saw it on TV.”

“I know,” Shienna said agreeably. 
“I once threw a rock in the air, and it 
never came down.”

If you were listening to this conver-
sation, would you change your views 
on math and gravity? What if 200 peo-
ple agreed with these darling fourth 
graders? What if the government 
or an Ivy League School published 
such statements, would it change the 
truth?

Our world is shifting, and people 
are so ready to throw out the old so 
they can rush on to “bigger and better 
things.” But what about the steadfast, 
proven truths? Should we be quick to 
discount the truths and stories that 
have been proven for thousands of 
years in hundreds of cultures just 
because a “new take” is suddenly in 
vogue? It doesn’t seem wise to me.

There is, for example a story that 
has been taught for centuries. It is a 
sobering story that reminds mankind 
of a God to whom he will be held 
accountable. It is the story of Noah’s 
Flood. There are over two hundred 
stories from almost every culture 
that tell a story of a worldwide flood. 
As a truth-seeker, I must agree with 
Francis Schaeffer’s who wrote, “…
among the common myths in the 
world’s history, no other one is so 

widespread as the story of the flood. 
From China to the American Indians 
and even the pre-Colombian Indians, 
one finds in strange forms the myth 
of the great flood. Most of these myths 
have weird elements—foolish ele-
ments, for example the descriptions 
of the boat that was used. In the Bible 
these strange and foolish elements 
are not there. We would say, then, 
that the Bible gives us the history 
of the flood; the myths all over the 
world are contorted, but show that 
men everywhere have a memory of 
it. Here in the Bible is the one flood 
story whose details, including the 
construction of the vessel, are rea-
sonable.” (Schaeffer, Francis A. 1972. 
Genesis in Space and Time: 129-130)

Scientifically, the flood explains a 
great many geographical features of 
our earth. If Creation Science was not 
suppressed, these facts would be com-
mon knowledge. Unfortunately, many 
powerful voices have joined to dis-
count the things that were discovered 
and taught for many years. Those 
forces often try to intimidate others. 
Thankfully, there are still many who 
believe.

To oversimplify, I believe two plus 
two equals four. I believe in gravity 
for all. I believe in a global flood. I 
believe in Almighty God. I believe 
in a Creator. I believe in a God who 
will hold mankind accountable. I will 
not be changing my views simply 
because a few people decide to ignore 
the overwhelming evidence. It would 
be chaotic if we did that with math 
and science. It is chaotic when we do 
it with faith and values. Avoid the 
chaos – believe.

Bishop John W Hanson oversees 
Acts II Ministries in Thompson, where 
the Bible is still taught and believed. 
As a result, many in the congregation 
have experienced things much like the 
Bible describes in the book of Acts. For 
more information, please visit www.
ActsII.org.

BISHOP JOHN 
W. HANSON

BEYOND 
THE PEWS

Standing inside the beautiful-
ly renovated barn, I was struck 
by the artfulness of the changes 
and the simple integrity of an old 
building. It felt both modern and 
antique, with the original floor-
boards, now sanded and bright 
and the large windows opened 
to green, rain soaked lawns. 
I’ve lived here all my life and 
I’d been in the barn before, but 
now a new generation owns it. 
The renovation made me think 
about friendships.

It’s easy to read thousands of quotes 
on the subject. The pandemic brought 
the importance of relationships to the 
fore, but we all know the importance of 
friendships. As the child of older par-
ents and older brothers, I was drawn 
to making friends. I liked being with 
people my own age and learning about 
how they lived, what they ate and what 
was unique about them. With some 
friends I am still in touch. With others, 
we drifted away. 

My husband and I were talking 
about childhood friends recent-
ly. He feels that when he sees an 
old friend, he is grounded again. 
Although years may go by, 
often these are not active friend-
ships, time slips away when he 
meets a boyhood pal. I’m wired 
to maintain connections with 
people, even if merely though 
Christmas cards, but every year 
the number I send to old friends 
dwindles. Aging takes its toll. 

We have both been disap-
pointed by friends who move away, 
and chide us for staying where we 
grew up. They seem to suggest that 
we have failed by not leaving, as if 
one can’t grow and change without 
physical distance. One of the themes 
of school reunions is the story of who 
left and who stayed. In the early years, 
bragging focuses on personal success. 
Later conversations are about health 
and grandchildren. Boring, but less 
aggressive. 

Poet David Whyte, in “Consolations,” 
says: “Through the eyes of a friend we 
especially learn to remain at least a 
little interesting to others…boredom 
is the second great killer of friend-
ship.” Whyte goes on: “Friendship 
transcends disappearance: an endur-
ing friendship goes on after death…the 
relationship advancing and maturing 
in the silent internal conversational 
way even after one half of the bond has 
passed on.” 

We were guests in the lovely barn 
because of our friendship with the 
parents of the current owners. They 
choose to stay in touch and we are 
grateful. One of my closest friends was 
thirty years my senior. She taught 
me about life, beauty, entertaining 
and courage. She loved a good party, 
and she sprang to mind the moment I 
stepped inside the space.  

Samuel Johnson is quoted as say-
ing: “If a man(sic) does not make new 
acquaintances as he advances through 
life, he will soon find himself alone.” 

I’m with wise old Johnson in wel-
coming younger friends, but making 
friends of any age isn’t always easy as 
I discussed recently.

I just spent two days with four 
women. We formed a writing group, 
which during the pandemic focused 
on writing haiku. Communicating 
in seventeen syllables revealed deep 
stories. Empathy is the foundation of 
friendship and through it we hold up 
a mirror to each other and truly hear 
and see the other person.

Poet John Donohue wrote of Anam 
Cara, a Gaelic word that means soul 
friend.  He said: “a friend is a loved one 
who awakens your life in order to free 
the wild possibilities within you.” 

I’m grateful for the friends who are 
gone, for the friends who disappointed 
me, for the friends I have now and for 
those I hope to meet. Friendship is a 
connection that transcends time, place 
and generations.  

A connection that transcends time and place

NANCY WEISS

Antique and vintage cars selling well
Before I dive into 

today’s topic of collect-
ible cars, I have some 
exciting baseball card 
news to share. The T206 
Honus Wagner card that 
I thought might set an 
auction record did just 
that on Aug. 16. It’s now 
the highest priced base-
ball card ever sold, hit-
ting a home run when it went for $6.6 
million. 

America is said to have a love affair 
with cars. Some believe the love 
affair ended many years ago as styles 
have changed. The muscle cars of the 
1960s have been replaced with today’s 
SUVs. But many baby boomers and 
middle-aged buyers want to own cars 
from the era when they grew up, or 
even from before they were born. Past 
columns have discussed automobile 
memorabilia like advertising signs 
and gas pumps. I’ll focus on the cars 
themselves in this article.

The New York Times reported that 
the pandemic did not hurt the col-
lectible car market. In fact, the Times 
reported that “rather than back away 
from classic automobiles because of 
the pandemic, buyers flocked to them, 
sometimes in stunning numbers.” The 
New York Times noted that collectors 
were “choosing to quarantine them-
selves in what some might consider 
the ultimate safe distancing bubble — 
the cockpit of a classic car.”

There are a few examples of older 
cars selling well at auction over the past 
several years. When they were first 
produced, Model Ts were mass-pro-
duced and therefore affordable. They 
were manufactured from 1908 to 1927. 
A 1910 Ford Model T Touring car 
sold for $35,000 at auction in 2019. 

The Stanley Motor 
Carriage Company of 
nearby Newton, Mass., 
built steam powered 
“Stanley Steamers” 
(nicknamed “flying 
teapots”) beginning 
in the late 19th centu-
ry until 1924. A 1919 
Stanley Steamer sold 
for $60,000 in 2019.

Cars that you may have seen on local 
roads in the 1960s and 1970s are also 
bringing phenomenal sums at auction. 

Here are some 2020 auction results:
1958 Chevrolet Apache 32 Napco 

Pickup - $68,200
1971 Dodge Charger R/T - $86,900
1955 Cadillac Series 62 Convertible 

- $88,000
1957 Ford Fairlane 500 Skyliner - 

$99,000
1963 Lincoln Continental Convertible 

- $106,700
1970 Plymouth Road Runner - 

$176,000
1970 Ford Mustang Boss 429 Fastback 

- $225,500
1970 Plymouth Superbird - $151,800
1962 Chevrolet Corvette Convertible 

- $242,000
1970 Chevrolet Chevelle Convertible 

$154,000
1963 Chevrolet Corvette Split 

Window Coupe - $151,250
1968 Mercury Cougar GT-E 1 of 101 

Produced - $132,000
1969 Chevrolet Camaro RS/SS Pro 

Touring - $126,500
1968 Ford Mustang GT500CR 

Fastback - $225,500

And here are some auction results 
from this year: 

1963 Corvair 95 Pickup - $49,500

1958 Chevrolet Impala Resto Mod 
Convertible - $253,000

1971 Plymouth Cuda Convertible - 
$962,500

1967 Chevrolet Chevy II Hardtop - 
$132,000

1968 Dodge Hemi Charger R/T - 
$231,000

1957 Ford Thunderbird F-Code - 
$203,500

As for more recent models, CNBC 
reported that a 1995 McLaren F1 
race car recently sold at Monterey 
Car Week for $20.5 million. It was the 
“most expensive car to sell at auction 
since 2018.” Hopefully, it’s good on gas.

We will be offering a 1962 Corvette 
as well as other Corvettes in an online 
auction that will end on October 13th. 

There are also vintage boat motors, 
bicycles and other estate items in 
that sale. Our next online model 
railroad and die-cast car auction is 
underway. I’ll be appraising items 
virtually for the Townsend Historical 
Society on Nov. 13. My “Evaluating 
your Antiques” class will take place 
on Nov. 10 at Bay Path Evening School 
in Charlton. Please visit our website 
for more details on upcoming events: 
https://centralmassauctions.com

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com 

WAYNE 
TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES 

& ESTATES

If it’s important to you,  
It’s important to us.

ConnecticutsQuietCorner.com



Vaccines have enabled some parts of 
the world to regain a sense of normalcy 
after more than a year of living under 
restrictions instituted in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The challenges 
individuals faced in that time, includ-
ing staying healthy, dealing with the 
consequences of social distancing and 
virtual schooling, may be subsiding. 
But various long-term challenges could 
affect businesses for years to come.

Consumer trust and loyalty
Businesses spend years developing 

trust in their brands and services. 
Businesses that were forced to close 
or limit their offerings during the pan-
demic may need to start rebuilding the 
trust and loyalty of their customers all 
over again. One factor that could make 
that a bigger challenge after the pan-
demic is how businesses that remained 
open handled restrictions. Those that 
insisted customers wear masks in their 
stores and establishments may not  be 
quick to regain the trust and loyalty of 

customers who disagreed with those 
practices. That could prove especially 
challenging for small businesses that 
work on thin margins.

Reduced demand
A 2020 survey of leading European 

companies conducted by the European 
Central Bank found that reduced 
demand for products and services is a 
significant concern for business own-
ers going forward. Roughly 30 percent 
of survey respondents cited reduced 
demand as one of the foremost con-
sequences of the pandemic for their 
businesses. More than 20 percent indi-
cated lasting changes in the structure 
of demand will prove challenging in
the years ahead. That change in the 
structure of demand, which includes 
increased consumption online, could 
force business owners to make poten-
tially costly adjustments to how con-
sumers access their products.

Staffing
Businesses may find the competition 

for talent is especially competitive after 
the pandemic. Workers who worked 
remotely during the pandemic may be 
reluctant to leave their jobs if they’re 
allowed to continue working remotely 
as economies reopen. That means fewer 
qualified candidates for open positions, 
especially if those positions do not offer 
the remote work option. In addition, 
firms based in large cities may not 
have as many applicants for their open-
ings in the immediate aftermath of the 
pandemic. A June 2020 study from the 
Pew Research Center found that 28 per-
cent of the 10,000 adults surveyed who 

relocated during the pandemic did so 
because they feared getting COVID-
19. Cities where maintaining distance 
from others was difficult were viewed 
as riskier than less populous areas. It 
might be some time before people who 
left cities or planned to move to cities 
prior to the pandemic are comfortable 
living in such crowded places again. 
That could make it more challenging 
for city-based businesses to attract qual-
ified job applicants. 

Businesses could face some new, long-
term challenges as the world emerges 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Long-term challenges related to the pandemic
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HANDYMAN 
WANTED

Must have valid driver’s license 
and transportation to work.

Call Roland for 
an interview

860-234-4032

LABORERS WANTED
Dalmik Well Drilling

137 Providence Street, Putnam, CT 06260
Must have valid driver’s license  

and transportation to work.

Outdoor weekly job with overtime available, 

6:30am start

Call 860-928-6220 
for interview.

BELTRAM 
ESTATE  SALE

Saturday August 28 and 
Sunday August 29 • 9am-3pm

1363 Putnam Pike Chepachet RI

�eme of sale- 1700/1800 period antiques,  
accessories, country items 

~ Rain or Shine ~
listed by America Auctions 

terms of sale:  cash or check  
must have own means of transporting items

Parking on Putnam Pike please be mindful of driveways

We are taking applications for 
clients and new hires.  

Pay starts at $18 and goes to 
$25 to start.  

Paid training and Mileage
There is a signing bonus  

after 6 months. 

774-280-4799   www.sp4e.net
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er continue to cut hay in the field, but 
the first cut will be taken after July 15 to 
allow time for the young birds to fledge. 
“The hayfield sits on a hill that rises 
to an elevation of 750 feet,” continued 
Rzeznikiewicz, “and older maps of 
Woodstock refer to it as Mathewson 
Hill. Most of the rest of the proper-
ty is forested. Bosworth Brook flows 
through the southern portion, and a 
beaver impoundment blocks the brook 
on the western edge. The resulting 
combination of forested stream and 
open swamp provides diverse wetland 
habitats for both plants and animals.” 
“The donated property sits in a remote 
section of Woodstock and Pomfret that 
we’re actively working to protect,” 
said the land trust’s President, Mike 
St. Lawrence. “We’ve christened the 
project ‘Nightingale Forest’ because it 
lies in the watershed of Nightingale 
Brook. Our preserves in the Nightingale 
Forest, together with open space pro-
tected by the town of Woodstock, 
already cover more than 865 acres. It’s 
big enough to provide a corridor for 
the movement of wildlife and serve 

as a buffer to protect water quality. 
“We’re very grateful to the generous 
people that have donated land and fund-
ing to make Nightingale Forest possible. 
Together we are making an important 
contribution to preserving the ecology 
of this small piece of the Quiet Corner.” 
The public is welcome to visit the new 
preserve. Parking is available at the end 
of Cabbage Hill Road, and a set of mowed 
hiking trails runs through the parcel. 
One of the trails leads deep into the 
woods to a cemetery dating back to the 
end of the 19th century. The lichen-cov-
ered headstones of the Mathewson and 
Hammond families, and the omnipres-
ent stone walls, are a silent witness 
to the farming community that once 
worked this land. The forest is also a tes-
tament to the stewardship of the native 
American Nipmuck tribe that lived pro-
ductive lives on this land for many cen-
turies before European settlers arrived. 
The Wyndham Land Trust was formed 
in 1975, and the work of the all-volun-
teer group is possible only through the 
generosity and dedication of its mem-
bers and donors. To learn more about 
the Wyndham Land Trust visit wynd-
hamlandtrust.org. You can also follow 
them on Facebook and Instagram.

TRUST
continued from page    A1

Signs your gutters are in need of repair
Fall is a great time to tackle projects 

around the house. The weather each fall 
allows homeowners to make improve-
ments to their homes’ exteriors without 
worrying about extreme heat or cold, 
while interior projects like painting are 
made easier because homeowners can 
open the windows to allow for proper 
ventilation.

Fall also marks a great time to pre-
pare for upcoming projects that can 
make winter work that much easier. 
For example, fall is a great time to take 
stock of your gutters so you can address 
any issues before leaves begin to fall 
or the first snowstorm touches down. 
Compromised gutters can contribute to 
water issues in basements and adverse-
ly affect a home’s foundation if not 
addressed immediately, so it behooves 
homeowners to learn the signs that 
gutters are in need of repair or replace-
ment.

• Gutters hanging off the home: 
Gutters were once installed predom-
inantly with spikes. However, many 
industry professionals now install gut-
ters with hanger brackets. Why the 
change? Spikes loosen over time, lead-
ing to the gutters hanging off the home. 
That can contribute to serious issues if 
left untreated. Gutters hanging off the 
home need not necessarily be replaced, 
but rather secured to the home, ideally 
with hanger brackets instead of spikes. 
Brackets hook into the front of the gut-
ter and are then screwed into the fascia 
of a home. A professional who specializ-
es in gutter repair can perform this task 

relatively quickly, and it’s an inexpen-
sive yet highly effective solution.

• Gutter separation: Gutters that are 
no longer fastened together can leak 
and contribute to issues that affect the 
home’s foundation, siding and appear-
ance. Clogs and the accumulation of 
debris can cause gutters to separate 
because they are not designed to hold 
too much weight. Replacement of sepa-
rated gutters may or may not be neces-
sary depending on how big the problem 
is and the condition of the existing 
gutters. If replacement is not necessary, 
separated gutters may be remedied by 
securing the joints, another relatively 
simple and inexpensive fix.

• Peeling exterior paint: Paint that 
appears to be peeling off of your home 
may indicate that water is seeping over 
the edge of the gutter closest to your 
home. When that happens, water is 
coming down the side of the house, caus-
ing the paint to peel. In such instances, 
replacing the gutters is often necessary.

• Basement flooding: Not all signs 
of deteriorating gutters are outside a 
home. Many a homeowner has been 
flummoxed by flooding in their base-
ments, and such flooding can be caused 
by aging, ineffective gutters. That’s 
because deteriorating gutters some-
times allow water to leak near the foun-
dation of a home, contributing to base-
ment flooding.

Fall is an ideal time to inspect gutters 
and have any issues fixed before leaves 
begin to fall or harsh winter weather 
arrives. 
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The Anniversary of the 

Day You Went Away
Today is the anniversary  
Of the day I lost you,  
And for a time it felt as though 
My life had ended too.

But loss has taught me many things  
And now I face each day, 
With hope and happy memories 
To help me on my way.

And though I’m  full of sadness 
That you’re no longer here,  
You influence still guides me 
And I still feel you near.

What we shared will never die 
It lives within my heart, 
Bringing strength and comfort while we are apart.

Love, Your mom and dad, Bruce and Brenda Weeks
Your wife Emma and your sisters and brothers
We love you very much from the whole family

THANK 
YOU!

he Northeast District Department of Health thanks YOU for 
getting vaccinated and thanks our Vaccine Equity Partners 

for their support and assistance in promoting COVID-19 
vaccination among northeast CT vulnerable populations. 

Since May 2021: 

154 COVID-19 Vaccination Clinics  
 Over 7,500 Doses Administered

Vaccination Partners – Day Kimball Healthcare & Generations 
Family Health Center 

Equity Community Partners 
Access Community Action Agency • Family Resource Centers in 

Killingly, Plainfield, and Putnam • Hale YMCA 
 Interfaith Human Services of Putnam • Project PIN 

Quinebaug Valley Senior Citizens Center 
 TEEG • United Services. 

Not vaccinated yet? Join the protected ranks!

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Schedule
Tuesdays 10:00-2:00 & Wednesdays 2:00-6:00 
NDDH Office, 69 South Main Street, Brooklyn 

and at these convenient dates, times, and places:

PFIZER (Ages 12+) and MODERNA (ages 18+) two-dose series 
(Minors must be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian) 

JOHNSON & JOHNSON (Ages 18+) one-dose (one & done!) 

Walk ins welcome • FREE to ALL 
 No appointment or insurance needed 

Locate – Educate – Vaccinate! 

This message is grant funded by the CT Department of Public Health

Fri 8/27 3-7 pm Brooklyn Fair, 15 Fairgrounds Road, Brooklyn

Sat 8/28 3-7pm Brooklyn Fair, 15 Fairgrounds Road, Brooklyn

Sun 8/29 3-6 pm Brooklyn Fair, 15 Fairgrounds Road, Brooklyn

Tues 8/31 9:30 -12:00 Pomfret School Fieldhouse, 19 Mallory Street, Pomfret

Show Dates and Times: 
Friday, September 10th-7pm 

Saturday, September 11th-7pm 
Sunday, September 12th-1pm 
Friday, September 17th-7pm 

Saturday, September 18th-7pm 
Sunday, September 19th-1pm

Tickets: $15/ Adults
$12/children under 12 seniors 60+

The timeless classic by Oscar Hammerstein II, 
Howard Lindsay Russel Crouse,  

Richard Rodgers, Maria Augusta Trapp  
comes to life on the 

Little Theater on Broad Street’s stage this Fall. 
Don’t miss our return to theater and the story of 

the Trapp Family singers. 

Tickets available only through Killingly Parks and 
Recreation Department. Stop by and pick up or 

reserve by calling 860-779-5390.  
$15/Adults $12/ under 12 and seniors 60+ 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
 is presented by arrangement with  
Concord Theatricals on behalf of  

The Rodgers & Hammerstein Organization. 

www.concordtheatricals.com

DON’T 
MISS 

A THING!

nale for ending our commitment in 
Afghanistan. The real tragedy here...
and make no mistake about this, it is a 
tragedy that appears to epitomize “that 
the ends justify the means.”  

Without question, this is an irrevers-
ible stain on American foreign poli-
cy.  And the Biden Administration owns 
every bit of it. No, it’s not a product of 
Trump, or partisan entrenchment...let’s 
be really clear about that. Let’s not buy 
into the media spin everyone! It is and 
was a disastrous decision...it was gen-
erated by the current administration...
there is no easy way out...you can try 
and blame, circumvent, spin, project 
blame...whatever it is you choose to do. 
You can try to blame the Afghanistan 
army (really, everyone? We’ve been 
there for 20 years. Are you really trying 
to say that our efforts were meaning-
less? Are you trying to say that the 

trillions (yes, everyone, trillions) spent 
were in vain? Are you trying to say that 
we were unable to accurately evaluate 
the Afghan army’s capability after 20 
years of involvement? I guess what I’m 
saying is....”how obtuse, ignorant or 
nave” does the Biden Administration 
think we are? It is our moral responsi-
bility and duty to exercise every means 
available to assist the Afghan popula-
tion who assisted us over the past 20 
years. The US is responsible...it is our 
moral responsibility to do the right 
thing...even if it implies sending a sub-
stantial ground force back into this 
area. We weren’t blind. We had the 
intelligence. We knew but apparent-
ly chose to disregard the obvious for 
the sake of expedience.  Frankly? A 
disgusting commentary on our admin-
istration and Foreign Policy. No small 
wonder our allies question our resolve 
or purpose...and you really don’t need 
a Ph.D. in International Relations to 
understand this. Nevertheless, it is our 

responsibility to do the right thing...
for the Afghani…for our allies and for 
the citizenry of the United States and 
the service men and women who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for our safety 
and freedom. There is no other choice 
or spin...do the right thing, Mr. Biden. 
Not the politically expedient thing...
not the partisan thing...not something 
to manipulate positive approval num-
bers in the polls. You’re entering the 
twilight of your years. There’s still time 
to exercise moral courage. You can still 
make a difference. You can still make a 
difference by exercising moral courage 
in the face of political expediency. We 
don’t live forever. All of us will be for-
gotten over time, regardless of what any 
of us may think. What determines our 
tommorow’s are the decisions we make 
in the present. There’s nothing complex 
about it. 

ERNRICH PLACE 
KILLINGLY

PLACE
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skills would be a thing of the past. 
Handwriting is, however, making a 
comeback in some schools. 

We think it goes without saying, that 
the best memories involve a good old 
fashioned pencil sharpener. Trying to 
get the pencil as small as possible in 
one go, meant that you were talented. 
If that pencil still had a full eraser, you 
were batting a thousand. It was an even 
better day if you could get your hands 
on an electronic sharpener. 

Cheers to a new school year, and to 
new memories.  

EDITORIAL
continued from page    A8

ting the addiction can sometimes be 
the difference between success and 
failure. 

Fear of failure can be a cause of pro-
crastination. Sometimes the most suc-
cessful people have failed the most, but 
they succeed because they keep trying; 
they never give up. Not pursuing a 
dream because you’re afraid to fail is a 
failure in itself. 

Some say Thomas Edison failed 
10,000 times while trying to invent 
the lightbulb. That wasn’t his percep-
tion; he is quoted, “I have not failed; 
I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t 
work.” 

I’ve been told that perception is 
everything. If you’ve tried 10,000 ways 
to accomplish your dream and haven’t 
achieved it yet, but you keep on trying, 
have you failed? 

Don’t be afraid; put yourself out 
there. You are capable of great things! 

MOORE
continued from page    A8

Need a  
FRESH IDEA  
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