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BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT
WINCHENDON — Winchendon’s new police station on
Central Street was open for a public tour last Saturday and
despite rainy weather, several hundred visitors turned out

for the event.

The official opening closed the book on a long and wind-
ing process some six years in the making. That’s how
long it took for the department to be able to move from its
increasingly outgrown and musty former headquarters on
Pleasant Street to the renovated former district courthouse

building.

Turn To POLICE STATION page A12

Diane Walsh photo

Police Chief David Walsh wields the giant scissors to welcome all to the grand opening of the new police station at 80 Front St. Surrounding him are Selectman Austin Cyganiewicz, Town
Manager Keith Hickey, state Sen. Anne Gobi, state Rep. Jon Zlotnik, Selectman Audrey LaBrie, Selectman Mike Barbaro and Skip Wood. More photos page 12.
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Due to serious concerns about the structural integrity of a dam down
stream, the DPW began the annual Lake Monomonac water level draw
down at the Monomonac West Dam on Tuesday to divert as much water
as possible from the old White’s Mill Pond dam currently owned by
Brandywine Farms Inc. Superintendent Al Gallant verified that three 8-inch
boards were pulled to begin the process.

BY TARA VOCINO
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

WINCHENDON — The
Conservation Commission
postponed approving a
three-foot drawdown of Lake
Monomonac over the win-
ter, despite pleas from the
Winchendon Springs Lake
Association that the deep-
er-than-normal drawdown
be allowed on Thursday. Jon
Lewandowsky, representing
the Lake Association, told
commission members the
three-foot drawdown in the
lake’s water level would help
to reduce the amount of prop-
erty damage caused by winter
ice to lakefront properties.

“We’ve gone door-to-
door speaking to residents
who have shallow wells,”
Lewandowsky said. “They
depend upon shallow wells for
their water supply.”

He said money is a con-
straint with an increasing mil-
foil problem, which decreases

Turn To DRAWDOWN page A1l

Charter changes considered at town meeting

WINCHENDON — Most
of the offered changes to the
town’s charter by the commit-
tee are to make the document
gender neutral and to modern-
ize the language.

In many cases, the para-
graphs unnecessary to the
timely execution of the needs
of the town because they have
already been superceded, or
are arranged elsewhere in the
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document, have been deleted.

Chairman Judy LadJoie and
members David Walsh and
Lee Jacoby made a presenta-
tion to the Board of Selectmen
Monday night as a first look at
the proposed changes. The doc-
ument is posted in its entirety
on the town’s website (town-
ofwinchendon.com) with the
changes highlighted.

Jacoby, an English teacher,

LOCAL

Winchendon senior
serving as
representative

PAGE 3

made many grammatical and
style changes to the document,
modernizing the language and
taking down unnecessary cap-
ital letters to lower case.

Often, the language could
be restated in more modern
terms and delete paragraphs of
information to a succinct few
words.

Turn To CHANGES page A11
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Delay of game
slows down
Murdock
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A bearded dragon is just one of the critters now sharing Murdock High

School with eager science students.

It’s ALIVE!

LLAB BRINGS NATURE INDOORS

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

WINCHENDON — A “live
lab” is a new feature in
Murdock High School’s biol-
ogy classes this year and the
trio of teachers say it’s been a
welcome addition.

Scattered through the class-
rooms of Sherry Fairbanks,
Dylan Gamache and Dave
Larson are all sorts of critters
including bearded dragons, a
couple mice, turtles, frogs, a
snake, and various types of
fish.

“We're still in the process
of setting up the live-lab,”
said Fairbanks, adding, “it
has already had a tremendous
impact on our students and
their level of education. The
students have made real con-
nections with the animals and
as an educator it is wonderful
to be able to talk about adapta-

tions such as camouflage and
use live animals to reinforce
the concept.”

“When students are hands-
on, they’re more invested,”
noted Gamache. “They really
are ‘hands-on,’ too. They get to
hold some of them and see the
reactions. We watch the way
they act, the way they eat, and
that leads to a better under-
standing of biology,” he said.

Students learned too, some
species reproduce quite quick-
ly.
“We had a couple guppies,”
Gamache recalled “and then
we had a lot of guppies over-
night,” he laughed. “Guppies
reproduce faster than rab-
bits.”

The lab became a reality
through a grant from Donor’s
Choice, an organization

Turn To LAB page A11

WEEKLY QUOTE

“Imagination
is more important
than knowledge.”
Albert Einstein




2 1

HEND

' . Friday, October 28, 2016

RIER _ | E

We are the song: GALA hosts music artists

BY TARA VOCINO

WINCHENDON —
With winter approach-
ing, about 10 people
gathered for a songwrit-
er’s café, hosted by the
Gardner Area League of
Artists, at the History
and Cultural Center last
weekend.

Each month, musicians
have to write an original
song about an unfamil-
iar topic. This month, the
theme was global warm-
ing and fracking.

Musicians explained
the meaning behind each
song before performing
it.

Singer, songwriter and
guitarist Diane Lincoln,
of Royalston, who goes by
the stage name Ling, per-
formed, “Bully.”

“It’s about a gay black
man who was robbed and
beaten so badly that he
had to be put in a hospi-
tal,” Linqg said. “I thought
of Matthew Shephard,
and how he was mur-
dered and tied to a fence.”

She sang that no one

is born racist, a homo-
phobe, or a hater.

“It’s what they hear
and see in schools,
churchyards, streets,
movies and television,”
Ling sang. “They learn
this stuff at home. It just
might change the world.”

The victim hung him-
self after being called
queer.

“The hearse rolls by,”
Ling sang. “Kids catch a
glimpse of the ghost that
will haunt them for the
rest of their lives.”

Americana compos-
er, guitarist, singer and
songwriter Sonya Heller,
of Harlem, NY, per-
formed, “I Do”.

The challenge was to
use the same chords as
the previous song done in
the same style.

“Your love is like fruits
from the orchard,” Heller
sang. “Your love is eter-
nal. Your love is shaped
like a valentine. I'm trac-
ing your body next to
mine.”

Rene’ Lake-Gagliardi,

of Royalston, said in the
lobby Ling’s bullying
song hit home.

“I know the boy’s
mother, who lives in
Springfield,” Lake-
Gagliardi said. “It’s emo-
tional to hear what the
family has gone through.
It’s nice to hear a tribute
of such unnecessary chal-
lenges.”

Lake-Gagliardi said it
is better that Ling does
not mention the boy’s
name.

“It tells everyone’s
story based on one
real situation,” Lake-
Gagliardi said. “It’s more
powerful that way. It’s
heartfelt stuff.”

Gardner resident
James Clune performed
“Extinction” about bibli-
cal topics.

Heller commented on
Clune’s delivery.

“l like your form,”
Heller told Clune. “I like
how you slowed down
for the bridge. I like the
repetition of it. It is some-
thing people can resonate

Tara Vocino photos
Diane Lincoln, of Royalston, who goes by the

name Linq, performs “Bully” during songwrit-
er’s café at the History and Cultural Center.

Winchendon resident Brian Dickens per-
formed an original song about the Gay-Straight
Alliance formed at Murdock High School.

. , . and res- Sunday late afternoon.
with. It’s memorable. ident history in the “There are open mics

History and Cultural 99 poomp mansion,” at a lot of other plac-
Center Bres;dqnt, Don  'Neil said. es tonight, and musi-
O’Neil said it isn’t the GALA President cians couldn’t make it,”

first time the space has

hosted a music event.
“We have photographs,

birth certificates, maps

Debbie Giordano asked
guests if the next song-
writer’s café should be
held on a Friday night or

Giordano said. “Sunday
afternoon might be bet-
ter, but then there’s foot-
ball games.”

OLD MURDOCK ACTIVITIES FOR NOVEMBER

Here is the list of activities happen-
ing at the Old Murdock Senior Center
for the month of November 2016. As
always, lunch is served daily starting
at 11:30. Reservations are required and
can be made one day prior by calling
the Center at 978-297-3155.

November 1: Wii Bowling 9:30;
Pool/Cards/ Shuffleboard; Flu Clinic

11-12:00 Please bring your insurance
Card

November 2: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool/Card
Games/Shuffleboard/ BINGO 12:30

November 3: Wii Bowling 9:30; Pool/
Card Games/Shuffleboard

November 4: Coloring 10-11

November 7: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise — 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Market

HOT MORTGAGE RATES!
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Apply online at atholsb.com
and save $100 OFF* your
processing fee!

ATHOL SAVINGS BANK

1-888-830-3200 | www.atholsb.com

Basket - 12:15

November 8: Election Day — Center
Open for Coffee and Bake Sale (no
lunches served)

November 9: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool/Card
Games/Shuffleboard/ BINGO 12:30

November 10: Fallon Rep 10-12;
Wii Bowling 9:30; Pool/Card Games/
Shuffleboard

November 11:
Veteran’s Day

Center Closed -

November 14: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise — 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Market
Basket —12:15

November 15: Senior Whole Health
Rep 10-12; Wii Bowling 9:30; Pool/
Cards/ Shuffleboard

November 16: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool/Card
Games/Shuffleboard; BINGO 12:30

November 17: Wii Bowling 9:30; Pool/
Card Games/Shuffleboard

November 18: Peanut Auction 10:30

November 21: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise — 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Market
Basket - 12:15

November 22: Senior Wellness Day
9:30-12:30; Wii Bowling 9:30; Pool/
Cards/ Shuffleboard

November 23: Shopping - Gardner
9:15; Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair Exercise
9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool/Card Games/
Shuffleboard/BINGO 12:30

November 24: CENTER CLOSED
FOR THANKSGIVING

November 25: CENTER CLOSED
FOR THANKSGIVING

November 28: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise - 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Market
Basket - 12:15

November 29: Wii Bowling 9:30; Pool/
Cards/ Shuffleboard

November 30: Wii Bowling 9:30; Chair
Exercise 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool/Card
Games/Shuffleboard; BINGO 12:30

ATHOL | ASHBURNHAM | BALDWINVILLE | BARRE | GARDNER | WINCHENDON
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GENEROUS DONATION

Now in its second year, the Kiwanis Club of Winchendon is once again pro-
viding nutritious food to children at Toy Town Elementary School through its
backpack program. The children, identified by the school nurse, are provided a
backpack of snacks for the weekend, when they will not be getting the school’s
lunch programs. The backpacks are returned the following week and refilled.
It is a costly program to continue, and Kiwanis appreciate donations of both

funds and food.

So it is with great thanks the donation this quarter by the Women’s Circle
of Giving was accepted by Kiwanis Vice President Jennifer Haddad, who coor-
dinates the backpack program. Circle of Giving representative Patty Delay
presented Haddad with $5,300 toward the local program.
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Make yourselt familiar with ballot questions

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

REGION — Early vot-
ing began this week and in
addition to the presidential,
congressional, and legisla-
tive races, a quartet of ballot
initiatives await the verdict
and one revolving around
schools has been getting the
most attention.

Approval of Question 2
would allow a dozen new
charter schools every year
or permit current charter
schools to expand, though in
the latter case, they couldn’t
exceed 1-percent of the state-
wide enrollment in public
schools. The referendum has
received significant media
exposure with an expensive
barrage of ads on both sides
of the issue.

Winchendon
Duperintendent Steve
Haddad said he oppos-
es Question 2. The Boston
Globe has done likewise.

Ann Marie O’Connor
Little, who represents Great
Schools Massachusetts con-
tended, “Voting yes does not
harm local school districts.
Cities and towns with new
public charter schools will
receive more state education

aid if question 2 passes.”

Haddad took issue with
that. “That’s not accurate
at all,” he asserted. “Public
school systems like ours
would be seriously hurt if
Question 2 passes. New char-
ter schools are a threat to
public education.”

Question 1 would green-
light the addition of one casi-
no in the state. Proponents
note the existing casino
pulled in $60 million with
about one of every $5 going
to the state’s struggling
horse racing industry, “sus-
taining jobs at racetracks
and breeding farms,” said
Gene McCain of the Horse
Racing Jobs and Education
Committee, adding, “pas-
sage will assure that the long
tradition of horse racing
in Massachusetts survives
while bringing in thousands
of new jobs.”

The Committee  for
Responsible and Sustainable
Economic Development
argued, “this ballot question
was written by one casino
developer for one purpose
— his own gain,” said chair
Celeste Myers, who urged
voters to “vote no to postpone
the question of gambling
expansion until a review

of the costs and benefits of
existing Massachusetts gam-
ing establishments is com-
pleted.”

Question 3, if passed would
“prohibit any confinement of
pigs, calves and hens that
prevents them from lying
down, standing up, fully
extending their limbs, or
turning around freely.”

That makes it an easy call
for Stephanie Harris, cam-
paign director for Citizens
for Farm Animal Protection.

“This will remove inhu-
mane and unsafe products
from the Massachusetts mar-
ketplace. No animal should
be immobilized in a cramped
cage. Proper treatment of
animals is better for farm-
ers,” she said, adding, “From
McDonalds to Walmart,
retailers are switching to
cage-free eggs, the right
thing to do at the right cost.”

But William Bell of the
Portland, ME based New
England Brown Egg Council
replied, “let the free market-
place respond to consumer
concerns” and insisted, “an
increase in food prices will
‘disproportionately’ harm
lower income households
and can impact their ability
to maintain a healthy and

adequate diet.”

If okayed, the regulations
will not take effect until Jan.
1, 2022.

The final ballot referen-
dum would, if ratified, “allow
persons 21 and older to pos-
sess use, and transfer mari-
juana and products contain-
ing marijuana concentrate
and to cultivate marijuana
all in limited amounts and
would provide for the regula-
tion and taxation of commer-
cial sale of marijuana and
marijuana products.”

That’s a mouthful, but
Will Luzier, a proponent of
passage, pointed out, “pass-
ing this measure will allow
local law enforcement to
shift resources and focus to
serious and violent crimes,”
noting, “this is working in
Alaska, Colorado, Oregon
and Washington, generating
millions of dollars for educa-
tion and infrastructure.”

Rep. Hannah Kane looks at
the question differently.

“Creating a billion-dol-
lar commercial marijuana
industry that, just like Big
Tobacco, would make mil-
lions on the backs of our
communities, compromise
health and safety and harm
our Kkids,” she insisted.

T

POETS GATHER

Gardner Area League of Artists President Deb Giordano addresses those gathered for an afternoon of poetry and
reading at the Murdock-Whitney House Museum on a brisk fall afternoon recently. Featured was Ann Marie Meltzer of
Greenfield who shared from her newly published work Coming of Age.
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Bridge repair MAY be in offing

BY KEITH KENT
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

WINCHENDON — The
Front Street bridge officially
takenoutofcommissionbythe
Massachusetts Department of
Transportation is currently
under design plans for repair
as DPW Superintendent Al
Gallant stated it is by far
the number one topic based
on calls, complaints, and
requests.

The bridge while just out-
side of the town’s business
district has caused nearly
endless traffic congestion
down town as a result of the
detour created by it, and
countless reoccurring near
motor vehicle accidents.

The closure of the bridge
caused a detour at the inter-
section of Front, Water, and
High streets, rerouted traffic
to the intersection of Water,
Ash, and Spring streets. This
causes any traffic leaving
the business district heading
toward Old Centre to have to
travel Water Street to High

Street, and any traffic from
High Street to carefully navi-
gate Water Street onto Route
12 at the tricky three street
intersection.

Gallant explained, “I can
say at this time, we have
set aside between $350 and
$400,000 in Chapter 90 funds
and monies specifically for
the Front Street bridge to
weld two steel girders and
two steel plates. We could
have repaired three streets
with those funds, but saved
it for the project due to
the amount of requests we
received to fix the bridge as
soon as possible.”

In an effort to get the proj-
ect rolling, Gallant said, “In
February 2015, I contracted
an engineering company to
start designing the repair. I
also went to MassDOT and
spoke with their engineers
and asked if there was any
way to have the state or feds
help the town to pay for this
bridge repair. Their reply
was yes, but you're 1,132 on
the waiting list of requests,

‘ELLO MATES

Greg Vine photo

He even resembles a Beatle! The tribute band Beatles
for Sale helped the local Lions Club raise some much
needed funds over the weekend. With so many events on
hand, the crowd wasn’t as big as was hoped, still orga-
nizers were pleased with the outcome and hope the band
will return for another engagement at a later time.

and most likely 7 to 10 years
out!” Gallant immediately
followed up with, “There is
no way this town can wait
that long!”

Realizing the severity of
the problems caused by the
bridge closure, Gallant hired
an engineering company
to design a fix which cost
$46,000.

The plans were sent
to MassDOT Bridge &
Engineering.

MassDOT waited 15 days to
send it back to another engi-
neering company, as they
said they were too busy to
review it, and the next engi-
neering company reviewed it
with suggestions of what else
to fix during the repairs.

“The company I hired is
now waiting for the state to
give them the final paperwork
and OK to begin the bridge
repairs. Our lead engineer on
the project Peter Reed of BSC
Group, with Micah Morrison
serving as the senior struc-
tural engineer,” said Gallant.

BSC is the same engi-
neering company working
on the repair design for the
Royalston Road North bridge.

The Front Street bridge
is just the beginning of the
town’s Dbridge problems,
according to Gallant. As
bridge size is the guiding
factor for which funding
sources any bridge 10 to 20
feet in length falls under
the State Municipal Small
Bridge Program. On the larg-
er bridges, the Federal level
pays 80 percent, and the State
pays the balance. Gallant also
explained the Maple Street
bridge is not even on the
state’s radar yet due to the
extensive state bridge wait-
ing list.

The MSBP through the
state will give up to $500,000
per year to repair or preserve
any small bridge.

Gallant noted, “All paper
work for the first round of
the town’s submission is due
by Oct. 31, with a following
round of paper work due by
Feb. 28, 2017. After looking

at a lot of our bridges and
culverts in a two hour meet-
ing with a MassDOT repre-
sentative however, many will
not even qualify for that pro-
gram, such as the Robbins
Road culvert as an example
which is only 4 feet in width,
and the program requires a
10 foot minimum. In addition
to this, the town would be
required to front up to the
first $500,000 and it would
then be reimbursed by the
state, so we would have to
find the money before we
could begin if a project qual-
ified.”

When asked about the
Royalston Road North
bridge, Gallant added, “That
bridge is going to cost over
$2,000,000 to repair. Once
repaired, the bridge will be 58
feet in length. Federal guide-
lines require whatever the
original length of the bridge,
the replacement must be one-
third bigger to allow more
water flow to not disturb
its riverbanks and or abut-
ments. The only good thing
about this bridge is that with
the Feds paying 80 and the
State picking up the other 20
percent, the town won’t have
to pay anything.”

As for a start date for Front
Street, Gallant said, “Let’s
just say we get the OK by the
state to start working on the
bridge. We will then put it out
to bid, which takes 30 days.
The contractor that wins the
bid will have an amount of
time to do it, which could be
a year. I would be very upset
if the project was not all fixed
and repaired by next summer
of 2017. I would be physically
upset.”

In closing Gallant said, I
have been keeping the town
manager in the loop of every
email regarding the progress
of this project, and others.
We are going as fast as the
process allows us, and we
are doing everything we can
to get this bridge fixed and
alleviate the traffic hazards
caused by its closure.”

ACCURACY
WATCH

The Winchendon Courier is commit-
ted to accuracy in all its news reports.
Although numerous safeguards are
in place to ensure accurate reporting,
mistakes can occur. Confirmed fact
errors will be corrected at the top
right hand corner of page three in a
timely manner. If you find a mis-
take, call (978) 297-0050 during normal
business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s
voice mailbox. The editor will return
your phone call. Or contact the edi-
tor at the following email: ruth@
stonebridgepress.com.
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Senior Leon Gaulin of Winchendon is the new
student representative to the Monty Tech
School Committee pictured with school coun-
selor Mark Haschig.

Winchendon

senior
Serving as
representative

FITCHBURG — Leon Gaulin, age 16,
of Winchendon, is serving as student
representative to the Monty Tech School
Committee for the 2016-17 school year.

A senior in the engineering technolo-
gy program, Leon applied for the posi-
tion, garnered the necessary recommen-
dations, and ultimately, received his
classmates’ endorsement via a school-
wide election.

Leon serves as a cadet captain and a
company commander for Monty Tech’s
Marine Corps JROTC program. He
was a member of the JROTC’s Cyber-
Security team that two years ago won
first place in the nation in the All-Service
Division of the Air Force Association’s
CyberPatriot VII finals competition.

A member of SkillsUSA, Leon was
part of the engineering technology
team that two years ago brought home
a gold medal at the organization’s 51st
annual National Leadership & Skills
Competition, held in Louisville, KY.

This year he is serving as a tutor for
the newly established Semper Fidelis
study club, sponsored by the JROTC
program. As an JROTC cadet for four
years, he has donated countless hours
volunteering and performing communi-
ty service projects.

“Leon serves as the captain in charge
of the program’s Cyber Security Team,
ak.a. the Marine Raiders. Last year,
he led his team to outscore 1,800 teams
from across the nation during three, six-
hour cyber security challenges, which
resulted in the team earning the right
to compete in the National CyberPatriot
Competition,” said First Sgt. Paul
Jornet, JROTC instructor-in-charge and
CyberPatriot team advisor.

“Leon has volunteered hundreds of
hours supporting cyber-security camps
for middle-school students, boot drives
for the Salvation Army, the U.S. Marine
Corps’ annual Toys 4 Tots campaign,
and raising money and awareness for
Service Dogs for Veterans,” he said.

In his role as School Committee
student representative, Leon attends
monthly committee meetings and
reports on student activities and events.
He also serves as the liaison between
the School Committee and the student
body regarding student-related issues
and concerns.

“I am glad to serve as the student
representative to the School Committee
because it gives students a voice in
the decisions that affect each and every
student. The representative needs to
accurately represent the thoughts and
opinions of the student body,” the teen
said. The position also gives students
an opportunity to take a leadership role,
he added.

School counselor Mark Haschig, who
serves as advisor for the student repre-
sentative position and for the Student
Advisory Committee, said Leon is a con-
fident, quiet and unassuming student
leader who is highly respected by his
peers, faculty and staff.

“He is very involved in numerous
school activities, particularly as a stu-
dent leader and CyberPatriot team
member, and volunteers his time for
community activities outside of school.”

Leon plans on pursuing a degree in
computer engineering next year.
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Hallowed Weaned

BY SHARON HARMON

EDITORIAL

Early birds...

As of Wednesday morning more than 200 people in Winchendon had taken
advantage of early voting to cast their ballots. g
Good news for people who have varied work schedules, have difficulties with :
childcare or transportation, or just find it more convenient to stop by on a week- :
day while running other errands. This year’s election just may have the biggest :
voter turn out in recent modern history. :
It is actually a throwback to our earliest history, in the days of our earliest :
elections having a whole month available for people to stop at the official place :
of voting to cast a ballot when they could manage to get there was normal. In a :
day when traveling by horse and wagon was the only way to get anywhere, and :
news traveled slower than people, it was the only way. :
Yet elections did happen, and we will see it happen again this year. Electronic :
counting means this whole process will take place quickly despite the weeks of :
previously cast votes; they are being counted as they are cast and will be includ- :
ed in totals at the end. No hang ups for the processing. :
People do need to remember we are not casting votes directly for a candidate :
though, we are directing the electoral college in each state how to cast THEIR :
ballots. The winning candidate must garner 270 electoral votes to win the elec- :
tion. It has indeed happened in the past that a candidate has seemed to have won
by the number of votes cast by us, we the people, yet that candidate did NOT
get enough electoral votes to get the election for president. Each state has a set
number of electoral votes available. §
Massachusetts has 11; Florida has 29, Texas has 38, Ohio has 18, California has :
55. So NOW you know why the candidates spend so much time in certain states, :
trying to win over those voters, but places like Maine and Alaska and South :
Dakota with only three electoral votes each don’t see much of them. :
It could come down to only those measly three votes though; it’s that close. : and indulge in wild delight....
And it’s a legitimate race, there are pluses and minuses on both sides. We aren’t
endorsing, we just encourage everyone to vote. And as usual we encourage vot-
ing in local elections especially, because local elections and state elections make

so much MORE impact on daily lives. TernOIog)/ dyi’ves educa t ion
Now to switch gears a bit, and apologize and clear up an oops. The Shop Local : an d t b e re’verse

You must stop this buying candy
and decorating, you're an adult he said,
and I just can’t take the pumpkin
printed sheets upon the bed!

But just one bag of corn candy, I whined
putting the apples out.

And maybe just a little costume and
a funny trick or two.

You wouldn’t want a child to
be disappointed would you?
What’s with all the corn stalks
And all the little black bats?

And why are you cackling at me,
in that old black witchy hat?

I'll just carve one more pumpkin,
Ilooked at him and said,
of course I really
need one sitting by my bed!

And the 100 corn balls you made? he asked,
Oh they go quickly for a midnight snack!
At 52 you're more excited than any
child has a right to be.

You really do need to be weaned
from you’re childish fantasy.

I'll NEVER give up my magical time
of Halloween!, I screamed.

So if you come to my house
and there’s not a child in sight
Just pretend you’re once again a child

Saturday coming up in November is the Saturday after Thanksgiving of course :
and the date is Nov. 26. In our editorial we did a dyslexic typo and had it wrong :
so please mark your calendars for right the date. We have some really awesome :

! ) ! . Every year FROM THE Officially, we call
local stores and there are some neat things planned for that day like having : some 35,000 it the Engineering
smaller local artisans set up in the town hall auditorium and have their goods : jobs open in SUPERINTENDENT’S ~ for the 21st Century
for sale. Wouldn’t handcrafted jewelry or toys make a great gift? Watch our : the technology OFFICE Project and you
pages for more information as the time draws closer. . field and sev- may have heard

Also, to hie back to Fall Fest and the second place pie baking champ explained : eral thousand cor ;TI.EV;: }.IA.DI; A;) ° °° that in order to fund

it we received an
$86,000 grant from
Capital Skills, which
Governor Baker created last year.
Murdock is one of just 25 schools across
the state to have been honored by
Capital Skills which meant our vision
was being recognized and rewarded.

Turn To SUPERINTENDENT page A11

of those are

we had a bit of information wrong about her recipe: “The article that is about : I !
‘ right here in

the Fall in a small town, has a misquote from me. I never said my secret was :
to keep everything HOT for the entire process...just the opposite...I keep every- : , ,
thing as cold as possible, and then into a HOT oven. In the ingredients, your : Massachusetts. That’s why We I'e excep-
reporter left out butter, flour and lemon juice. ( this is for the filling).” ; tionally proud of the robotics/technol-

’ : : © ogy program we have at Murdock, one

So, we now know SOME of her secrets, but if it were all as simple as apple pie, : unequaled anywhere in the region and
we’d all be champions like her! :

. . * which gives families another reason to
Sorry, we do make errors, and we do own up them. That is the most important : gtay at or come to our high school.

part; owning it.

Don’t bet

People are now beginning
to see the end of the horror
show that has been the lead-
up to the Presidential election.
Everyone is tired of all the hul-
labaloo associated with this
particularly nasty race.

Perhaps it is particularly
bad because we have neither
a gentleman or a gentlewoman
running. When I think back
over recent presidential con-
tests, the candidates have had a
sense of decorum. They treated
one another with respect, but
more importantly they treated
the voters with respect.

Not this time.

So here comes the bad news.

With the polarization of
America and friends furious
with friends and families split
between candidates and hav-
ing been told by both sides to
expect armageddon if the other
candidate wins, it is going to be
hard to walk back all the demo-
nization, lies and fabrications,
and overzealousness that have
confronted us in this contest.

Anyone who thinks the day
after election we are finished
with nastiness is definitely
wearing his rose-colored glass-

NOTES OF
CONCERN

JACK
BLAIR

es.

The winner will of course
enjoy some sense of accomplish-
ment, but from the first day,
the newly elected President
will face a nation more divided

than at any time since the Civil
War. It will be an uphill battle
to get anything done. And if the
winner doesn’t produce on his
or her promises, it will be a one
term presidency.

The loser will not go quiet-
ly away, nor will the support-
ers attracted to the cause. The
vitriol will continue. Every
decision will be attacked.
Preparation for the next elec-
tion four years away will begin
immediately.

It concerns me that we may
be in for four years of the atmo-
sphere we have just seen lead-

ing to this election.

Some of my readers will
not agree with my pessimism.
Some will believe everyone
will all of a sudden forget what
they believed about the new
president. The negatives will
just disappear, and everyone
will pull together to help the
winner.

Right.

Don’t bet the farm on that
scenario.

I hope I am wrong.

Nearing the end...nearly there

11 days. We'll get to that. First though
let’s talk a little about perspective.
Looking for the right mix to treat my
chronic asthma and allergies, my doc
started me last week on Zolair injec-
tions. I have to go every other week for
three shots and then, equipped with
an epi-pen just in case, have to wait
30 minutes to see if there’s a negative
reaction. That’s no big deal and I'm not
squeamish about needles. But here’s
the thing: I get these shots in the oncol-
ogy unit at Heywood Hospital. So there
I was getting allergy shots while others
in the room were doing chemo. Yes, it
was a reminder about perspective.

Now, about those 11 days remaining
in the campaign. A lot of us have already
voted as Election Day has morphed into
Election Month which ironically is how
it was in the beginning when we were a
rural country traveling by horseback.
If you're a Democrat like me, you're
encouraged by the (very) early numbers
and the registration figures in some
so-called swing states.

Is there any doubt about the outcome?
By all accounts, no, but progressives
are going to fret and worry until the
last vote is counted to push Hillary
over the 270 mark. Everything I know
about politics tells me her Electoral
College floor is around 320 and her
ceiling could approach 360-370, in other
words, an historic Electoral College
margin. And yet, you never, ever, ever
take any election for granted, no matter

what public and internal private polls
tell you. You can’t. Smart campaigns
of course know this and that’s why
you're already seeing the beginnings
of what will be a massive Democratic
GOTV (Get-Out-The-Vote) operation,
one the fractured and at-war-with-itself
Republican party can’t match hence
it’s highly likely Clinton will win by a
substantial margin. The GOP had a real
shot this time despite the demographics
but those voters who bothered to show
up in the Republican primaries didn’t
want a conventional candidate — they
wanted a rhetorical bomb-thrower who
articulated their own white-hot rage
and got what they wanted. On Nov. 9,
these people’s rage is likely to be height-
ened exponentially with their candidate
egging them on not to accept the proba-
ble result. Donald Trump’s outlandish
screeches about a rigged election aren’t
so much an attack on my side as they are
an attack on one of the founding princi-
ples of the Republic. He and his surro-
gates sound beyond ridiculous when
they bring up 2000 because that race
was in fact razor-thin. To this day, no
one knows who really won, but that was
then and this is now. The Trumpians
as I call them, for all their howls about
loving their country, really don’t love it
at all and certainly have no respect for
the small-d democratic process. They
sound like South Carolinians, et al in
November, 1860.

All that said, if you think this cam-

paign has been ugly, I
fear the worst is yet to
come. I just can’t envi-
sion the Trumpians
gracefully fading away,
can you? I'd understand
if they channel their
anger through local
elections which would
be the right thing to
do, but they genuinely
don’t understand the
concept of a diverse and inclusive soci-
ety. All they do is hate it and so we see
the spectre of violence hanging over
Trump rallies as he fans the flames
of white resentment. They seethe over
same-sex marriage, over a woman’s
right to choose, over, well, you name
the social and/or economic issue. Do
you think they’ll wake up on the 9th and
smile and say, “congratulations?” A
whole lot of them will do no such thing.

Meanwhile as this hideous spectacle
lurches towards its end, there are a lot
of other elections this fall as well. Most
cities elect mayors in “off years” (a few
states do the same for governors) but
a few years ago, Baltimore changed
mayoral elections to coincide with pres-
idential years, ostensibly because of
the cost. Be that as it may, after Jan.
20, President Clinton 45 is certain to be
dealing with a Congress that isn’t exact-
ly likely to be feeling all warm and fuzzy
about her and that is sure to include
Democratic Senators like Elizabeth

Warren and the old

JOURNEY guy from Vermont

who will insist

OF THE she’s not progres-

sive enough. The

HEART legislative going
ceeeee will be a slog.

JERRY Mayors though

CARTON make decisions

—— every day that

impact people

right away. If trash
collection gets reduced from two days a
week to once, that makes a difference.
If you decide to close a couple public
library branches or rec centers, that
impacts neighborhoods. If you open a
new playground or new library branch,
that too impacts neighborhood in a pos-
itive way. Even a change in traffic pat-
terns, closing this street or that, making
this street or that one-way — these kind
of things affect people daily. To be sure,
Presidents grapple with the huge issues
of war and peace, but choices mayors
make directly affect people every morn-
ing. A mayoral election on the same day
as a presidential election risks getting
lost in the noise but when the proverbi-
al dust settles, Baltimore residents are
going to be impacted faster, if not lon-
ger-term, by whatever decisions Cathy
Pugh will make than the ones made by
Hillary Clinton. Local races matter. A
lot. 11 more days. Hang in there.
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With our Presidential elections near-
ly upon us, and the constant barrage of
commercials and ads the likes of which
we only see every four years, “Thank
God” it is almost time when we all join
hands and, the complete opposite of
singing Kumbaya,, march in unison to
the ballot boxes for our favorite qua-
drennial past time: “Voting for the less-
er of two evils.” Which still ends in evil.

Starting out as a bad dream that mor-
phed into a nightmare, this year our
choices are the crooked and deceitful
Secretary Hillary Clinton, and the man
whose bag of wealth is only out sized
by that bigger bag of smelly hot air
expelled almost every time he talks,
multi-billionaire Donald Trump.

Secretary Clinton. If I or anybody
else had committed the acts you have,
we would all be behind bars. Deleting
over 30,000 emails after receiving a
Federal Congressional subpoena, ignor-
ing over 600 requests for help from
our U.S. Embassy in Benghazi, Joining
with President Obama in a blatant lie
that Benghazi was the result of Muslim
Extremist backlash over an internet
video, multiple “Pay to Play” schemes,
and while in the state of Indiana said
if you could take away lawfully owned

firearms like they did in
Australia, you would do
it tomorrow, along with
much more.

Let us also not forget
Secretary Clinton, FBI
Director James Comey,
who announced to the
nation and world you
were found to be very
negligent and care-
less, but not criminally guilty, just a
day after both your husband, former
President William Jefferson Clinton,
and U.S. Attorney General Loretta
Lynch just happened to meet by acci-
dent (“If you believe that one”) on the
airport tarmac. Does anybody actually
believe in this day and age, a former
sitting President and the highest law
enforcement officer in the land, could
possibly meet by accident on an airport
and not know with all our technological
marvels the other one was going to be
there? HOGWASH!

Now let us examine the other fellow
and give him his turn. In the opposite
corner of the ring in this joke of a polit-
ical boxing match, is the “I will make
America Great again” Donald Trump.

Oh Donald, while it is clear you

{v._
.‘: <

Neither candidate is qualified!

support my Second
ANYTHING Amendment rights, it
does not give you a free
NEAR & pass, not in the least. Mr.
FAR Trump, your mouth is a
e oo oo oo toxic waste dump that
KEITH makes the horrific 1986
nuclear melt down of

KENT

Chernobyl in the Ukraine
look like a nature park
comprised of unicorns
and rainbows where everybody gets to
hug their own personal tree.

It is clear in the year 2016; you have
absolutely no respect for women. You
should be ashamed of yourself and so
called “Locker Room Banter.” While
you believe in the rights of “We the
People” clearly more than your oppo-
nent, the filth that often exits over your
lower mandible and tongue, which you
have consistently proven you cannot
control, and has powered you to the
final big dance, may in the end be the
same tool of your political demise.
Many of your comments about females
are disgusting, and there is no taking
them back.

This is clearly unacceptable and even
if the dozen women who have come out
to claim you illegally touched them, just

three weeks before the election, are not
telling the truth, in the end, the way you
speak of women and your preaching of
hatred alone, makes you also unfit to sit
in the big chair in the Oval Office.

No matter who you vote for, please
also remember that unless you see their
name on the ballot, your possible write
in vote will not be counted, and is a
waste of your vote even if you think
you're taking a stance. In the presi-
dential election in Massachusetts, their
name must appear on the ballot to be
counted.

When you keep choosing the lesser
of two evils you still end up with evil.
I need to be able to sleep at night, and
for the first time will either write in
the Republican VP candidate, or vote
Libertarian for Garry Johnson, who
could not remember that Aleppo was
in the nation of Syria. Why? Because
while I am far more worried about
what Hillary has already illegally done,
than what Donald has already said, I
realize they are both unqualified. When
the majority is crying about how bad
things keep getting in the near future, I
can hold my head up high and honestly
say, “Everybody had other options they
didn’t exercise, it’s not my fault!”

Heather Gauthier

Gauthier recognized for
tenure

MARLBOROUGH The
Davis Companies, a quali-
ty-driven staffing organization
for engineering, skilled manu-
facturing, and software person-

BUSINESS BRIEFS

nel, would like to congratulate
accounting manager Heather
Gauthier on 21 years of excep-
tional service.

Gauthier began her career
with the company in 1995 as a
payroll associate, and over the
years has seen the company
grow and evolve. She has been
through three office moves,
numerous company trips,
national expansion efforts,
mergers and acquisitions.

Jill Cosgrove Danksewicz,
CFO and direct supervisor of
Gauthier, had this to say about
her 21st Anniversary. “I can’t
say enough about Heather,
her work ethic, character or
dedication to this organiza-
tion. 21 years is a tremendous
milestone that everyone here
appreciates. We have all grown
as individuals and as a compa-
ny throughout her years here
and we're looking forward to
what the next 20 years have in
store.”

Throughout her years at
Davis, Heather has been a dil-
igent teammate who cares for
both her coworkers and her

community. She has been a
member of the Davis Impact
Team, the company’s commu-
nity involvement group, since
its founding. Only three other
members of the company have
a longer tenure.

“It’s hard to believe it has
been 21 years since I started
here at Davis,” said Gauthier.
“My time here has been both
personally and professionally
fulfilling and I couldn’t imag-
ine working anywhere else. I
still look forward to coming
into work every day, which
is a testament to this compa-
ny and the people who work
here. Time flies when you love
where you work.”

The Davis Companies
received Inavero’s Best of
Staffing® Client award and
Best of Staffing® Talent award
in 2016, demonstrating excep-
tionally high levels of client
service and job candidate ser-
vice within the staffing indus-
try. Fewer than two percent
of all staffing agencies in the
U.S. and Canada earned the
2016 Best of Staffing award for

service excellence.

The Davis Companies is a
preferred source for staffing
solutions and talent advisory
services, specializing in con-
tract, contract-to-hire and
direct hire staffing for engi-
neering, skilled manufactur-
ing and software personnel.

With corporate headquarters
in Marlborough and offices in
New Hampshire, New Jersey,
Minnesota and Georgia, we put
great people to work in great
companies.

For information about The
Davis Companies, visit: www.
daviscos.com

Eastern Propane
600 School St.
Winchendon, MA
Phone: 978-297-0529
1-800-522-2000
WWW.eastern.com

Hi-Lo Oil, Inc.
1335 Alger Street
Winchendon, MA
(978) 297-4456

Oppure Oil

300 High Street
Winchendon, MA
(800)359-4802

Your Guide To Local Fuel Dealers.
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delivery made simple

CURRENT PRICE
OF OIL

*1.899

oil

Delivering quality heating oil at the most competitive
price and simplifying the customer experience.
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of New Zealand
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Free Consultation
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Janice R. (Lindsay) Joy, 74

LAKELAND FL —
Janice R. (Lindsay)
Joy died unexpect-
edly Oct. 6, 2016 in
Lakeland, FL at the
age of 74.

Janice is survived
by her son, Ronald
K. Brewer and his
wife, Brenda of
Winchendon and her daughter Ronda
M. Thompson and her spouse, James
Shannon, of Winchester, NH; In addi-
tion, she leaves behind seven grand-
children, Brennan, Garrick, Amanda,
Matthew, Ashley, James, and Andrew,
and two great-grandchildren, Mitchell
and Maxwell. She is preceded in death
by her husband, Lester F. Joy, and sib-
lings, David Lindsay of Irvine, CA, and
Judith A. Rogers of Sarasota, FL.

Janice was born on July 26, 1942 in
Worcester to Chester and Ann (Fortier)

Lindsay. She lived and worked in the
Winchendon and Fitzwilliam commu-
nities until moving to Lakeland in 1995.
She was an active and dedicated mem-
ber of the American Legion Post 373
in Baldwinville, serving as an original
charter member, then president of the
Ladies Auxiliary. She often marched in
the area’s Veteran’s Day Parades and
loved participating in the children’s
Christmas parties.

A private funeral will be held
in the Mountain View Cemetery in
Shrewsbury, scheduled for a future
date.

In lieu of flowers, please send dona-
tions to the American Legion Post 373
at 3 Central St. Baldwinville, MA 01436.

The family would like to thank Polk
County FL Sheriff’s department for
their caring and dedication in helping
the family during their loss.

Genevieve H. (Kondrotas) Dombek, 91

GARDNER —
Genevieve H.
(Kondrotas) Dombek,
age 91, of Gardner, died
peacefully Wednesday,
Oct. 5, 2016 in Gardner
Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center, fol-
lowing a brief illness.

Born in Brockton on
Dec. 27, 1924, she was the daughter of
the late Joseph and Anna (Milkevicius)
Kondrotas.

Genevieve graduated from Commerce
High School of Worcester with the Class
of 1944.

She was employed in the offices of
Simplex Time Recorder of Gardner for
23 years, retiring in 1991.

Genevieve was a member of Holy
Spirit Church of Gardner. She spent her
life as a devout Catholic who was very
strong in her faith.

She enjoyed riding motorcycles
with her husband, especially to Lake
Winnipesaukee where they spent a lot

of time. She also loved to cook and dine
out.

Genevieve was predeceased by her
husband of 46 years, Alexander L.
Dombek, who died March 30, 2003.

She leaves one son, Jonathan P.
Dombek of Gardner; two daughters,
Donna M. Evan of Fitzwilliam and
Karen A. Andros and her husband
Gregorie of Wilbraham; one brother,
Joseph Kondrotas of Manchester, NH;
one sister, Rita Sarget and her hus-
band Stanley of South Carolina; two
grandchildren, Christina and Caroline
Adros; several nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Funeral services were held Saturday,
Oct. 8 at 11 in Holy Spirit Church, 50
Lovewell Street, Gardner. Burial was in
St. John’s Cemetery, Gardner.

Memorial contributions may be made
GVNA Healthcare Inc., 34 Pearly Lane,
Gardner, MA 01440.

Boucher Funeral Home, Inc., 110
Nichols Street, Gardner is handling the
arrangements.

Edith McDonald Thomason, 89

CRESTVIEW FL

Edith McDonald
Thomason, age 89 of
Crestview, Florida
went home to be with
8 the Lord on Oct. 19,

f on May 7, 1927 in

Winchendon.

Edith is survived by her loving hus-
band of 50 years, Coy Thomason; two
children, Dennis & Debbie Thomason
of Holt and Holly Peacher of Pace; four
grandchildren, J.L.. & Seth Thomason
and Chandler & J.C. Peacher; sister
Susie and Peter Antonellis and brother
Kevin and Linda McDonald; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. She was pre-

ceded in death by her parents Richard
and Alice V. (LaFortune) McDonald and
brother Richard McDonald.

She retired from the OKkaloosa
County School District as a secretary
at Southside Elementary School in
Crestview.

Edith was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Crestview.

A celebration of Edith’s life was held
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2016 at Whitehurst
Powell Funeral Home of Crestview.
Burial followed at Old Bethel Cemetery.

Arrangements are entrusted to
Whitehurst Powell Funeral Home in
Crestview. Guest book and condolenc-
es are available online at www.white-
hurstpowellfuneralhome.com.

Linda Y. (Nadeau) Wiinikainen, 69

GARDNER —
Linda Y. (Nadeau)
Wiinikainen, age

69, of 254 Chapel St.
died Saturday morn-
ing, Oct. 22, 2016 in
Brigham and Women’s
Hospital, Boston from
complications from
multiple myeloma.

She was born in Gardner on Oct.19,
1947, daughter of the late Alfred and

LEGALS

Town of Winchendon

Zoning Board of Appeals

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Zoning
Board of Appeals will hold a PUBLIC
HEARING on Wed., November
16, 2016 at 7:05 PM in the Town
Hall Auditorium, 2Nd FI, 109 Front
St., Winchendon, MA 01475, on the
request to modify Special Permit #16-
13 issued to Bryan Day of 35 Island Rd,
Winchendon, MA 01475 for an addition
more than 50% of footprint as afford-
ed by Article 6 Sec 2.3A for property
located at 35 Island Rd, Winchendon,
MA 01475 identified as Winchendon
Assessors Map M2 Parcel 10 and to
hear an application for a Variance from
the side and front setback dimensional
requirements as outlined in Article 7.2
of the Winchendon Zoning Bylaw for
the construction a garage. Said prop-
erty is located in the R40 Suburban
Residential — Neighborhood District. A
copy of the application is available at
the Dept. of P&D, Winchendon Town
Hall. All interested persons should plan
to attend.
BY: Cynthia Carville, Chair
Winchendon Zoning Board of Appeals
October 28, 2016
November 4, 2016

Lillian (Douvenot) Nadeau. She was a
graduate of Gardner High School and a
lifelong resident of Gardner.

Linda was a self-employed hairdress-
er for over 20 years. She was an avid
golfer and was a member of Ellinwood
Country Club for many years. She
was also a member of Amateur Trap
Shooting Association, where she won
many awards and traveled to many state
shoots with her husband, who was get-
ting to be known as Mrs. Wiinikainen’s
husband. Linda also enjoyed sporting
clays. She was an avid fan of the New
England Patriots and she and her hus-
band were season ticket holders for ten
years. Linda loved brittany dogs and
was an avid tennis player.

She leaves her husband, Tom
Wiinikainen, with whom she just cele-
brated 47 years of marriage, a stepbroth-
er Chris Nadeau of Livermore, CA. She
also leaves behind Christy Chiapetta of
Pawtucket, RI, the daughter, she wished
she had.

A graveside
Wednesday, Oct.
Cemetery, Gardner.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to American Brittany
Rescue, 822 Wild Ginger Road, Sugar
Grove, IL 60554.

Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, 343
Central Street, Winchendon was
entrusted with arrangements.

service was held
26 in Wildwood

SEND OBITUARIES at no charge
to Editor Ruth DeAmicis, by faxing
(978) 2972177, or by e-mailing
the editor at ruth@stonebridge-
press.com.

We also invite funeral directors
and families to e-mail us a
JPEG photograph to print, at no
cost, alongside the obituary.

Thomas V. ‘Tom’ Bushey Fr., 81

WORCESTER
Thomas V. “Tom”
Bushey Jr., age 81, of
Worcester, formerly of
Gardner, died peace-
fully Thursday, Oct.
20, 2016 in St. Mary’s
Health Care Center of
Worcester, surround-
ed by his family.

He was born in Gardner on Nov. 24,
1934, the son of the late Thomas V.
Bushey Sr. and Maude (Ward) Bushey.

Thomas was a truck driver, employed
by United Co-Operative Farmers of
Fitchburg for 20 years, retiring in 1996.
He was a former member of the National
Guard.

He was a member of the former Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church of Gardner. He
was also a Fist Degree member of the
Knights of Columbus Council #2536 of
Otter River.

Thomas spent his life devoted to his
family and to farming.

Heleaveshiswife of 60 years, Marjorie
M. (Russell) Bushey of Gardner; three
sons, Thomas V. Bushey III and his
wife Barbara of Gardner, Douglas W.

Bushey and his com-
panion Linda Fogarty
of Templeton and
Michael J. Bushey
and his wife Karen
of Winchendon; one
daughter, Linda M.
Bushey of Gardner;
one brother, Roy
Bushey Sr. and his
wife Beverly of Gardner; nine grand-
children, Corey Bushey, Christina
Adams, Lisa Zuppa, Angel Richard,
Shannin Bushey, Sarah Wailliams,
Sandra Bushey, Craig Hill and Nicholas
Bushey; 17 great-grandchildren; and
several nieces and nephews. He was
predeceased by his brother, Charles
Bushey; and sister, Joan Brothers.

Funeral Services and burial will be
private and held at the convenience of
the family.

Memorial contributions may be made
to Smile Train, 41 Madison Ave. 28th
Floor, New York, NY 10010.

Boucher Funeral Home, Inc., 110
Nichols Street, Gardner is handling the
arrangements.

Rita L. (Lizotte) Gilbert, 95

FITCHBURG —
Rita L. (Lizotte)
Gilbert, age 95, of

Fitchburg, formerly of
Winchendon, passed
away Tuesday, Oct. 18
in the Highlands.

Rita was born in
Fitchburg on July 19,
1921, a daughter of the
late David and Emilia (Paradis) Lizotte.
She graduated from Saint Joseph
Elementary School and later from Saint
Bernard’s High School, with the class of
1939. Rita attended the Burbank School
of Nursing in Fitchburg. For six years
she taught kindergarten at Immaculate
Conception Elementary School. Until
her retirement she worked as a clerk
in retail for both Lincoln’s and King’s
Department stores, as well as Mars
Bargain Land. She was a longtime
parishioner of Saint Francis of Assisi
Church in Fitchburg.

Rita loved to play cards and take trips
to the beach. Along with her husband,
she enjoyed spending her winters in
Florida. Nothing was more dear to Rita
than spending time with her beloved
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

She leaves her children, Richard
Gilbert and his wife Kathrine of

Fitchburg, Lisa Safford and her hus-
band Glen of Winchendon, and
James Gilbert and his wife Tina of
Templeton; grandchildren, Kathleen
Sallila and husband Jonathan of New
Hampshire, Brad Gilbert and wife
Jessica of Westford, Robert Gilbert
and wife Katerina of Ashland, Blake,
Makayla, Andrew, and Keegan Safford
of Winchendon, and Timothy, Philip,
Rebecca, and Alexander Gilbert of
Templeton; five great- grandchildren,
Abigail and Annika Sallila, Owen and
Trevor Gilbert, and Vincent Gilbert.
Rita also leaves two sisters, Jacqueline
Byrd of New Hampshire, and Pauline
Vallee of Virginia, and many nieces and
nephews.

Rita was predeceased by her husband
Lorenzo Gilbert in 2002, her son Philip
Gilbert in 1959, and 11 brothers and
sisters.

The funeral Mass will be held from
Brandon Funeral Home, 305 Wanoosnoc
Rpad, Fitchburg Saturday, Oct. 22, in
Saint Francis Church, 63 Sheridan
St. Burial followed in Saint Joseph
Cemetery in Fitchburg.

In lieu of flowers the family request
that memorial contributions be made
to the Highlands Activities Fund, 335
Nichols Road, Fitchburg, MA 01420.

Carol M. (Charbonnean) Higgins, 70

WINCHENDON

Carol M.
(Charbonneau)
Higgins, age 70, of 183
Mill St. died peacefully
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2016
at home with her fami-
ly at her side.

She was born
in Holyoke on March 6, 1946, daugh-
ter of the late Leonard and Gladys
(Fisher) Charbonneau and has lived in
Winchendon since the age of 3.

Carol had worked for many years
as a cafeteria worker in the town of
Winchendon. Many years ago, she
had worked at New Hampshire Ball
Bearings in Peterborough, NH. She also
did adult home care for Montachusett
Home Care. She was a member of
Winchendon Golden Agers and was a
member of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Carol was an avid fan of the
Boston Red Sox. Her hobbies were knit-
ting, sewing, baking, and spending time
with her family and grandchildren.

She leaves her husband of 42 years,
David K. Higgins; five children,

Raymond Higgins and his wife Nadia of
Charleston, SC, Carol Ann Rice and her
husband Lee of Baldwinville, Robert
Higgins of Winchendon, Ronald Higgins
and his wife Nancy of Winchendon,
David K. Higgins Jr of Gardner and
Danielle Higgins of Winchendon;
her brothers and sisters, Leonard
Charbonneau of Winchendon, Gladys
Charbonneau of Connecticut, Hector
Michaud of Vermont, Betty Michaud of
Worcester, Brenda Michaud of Florida
and Michael Michaud of Winchendon;
seven grandchildren, three great grand-
children and several nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services were held Tuesday,
Oct. 25 in Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home,
343 Central St., Winchendon. Burial
followed in Massachusetts Veteran’s
Memorial Cemetery.

The family wishes to extend its heart-
felt thanks to her daughter-in-law,
Nancy Higgins for her love and care.

Inlieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to Shriners Hospitals for
Children, 51 Blossom St., Boston, MA
02114.

Wayne Adam Thomas, 31

WINCHENDON
Wayne Adam Thomas,
age 31, of Winchendon,
formerly of Lowell
and Bedford, NH,
died unexpectedly,
Thursday, Oct. 20, 2016,
after an auto accident.
He was the beloved

husband of Lori B.

(Nolin) Thomas.

A son of Angela M. Thomas of Lowell
and the late Wayne R. Thomas, he was
born Sept. 17, 1985, in Worcester, and
was educated in the Lowell schools,
graduating from Lowell High School,
before attending Middlesex Community
College studying criminal justice.

He made his home in Lowell until
2014 when he relocated to Bedford, NH.
More recently he made his home in
Winchendon with his family. He was a
carpenter with Local 118 and was the
union steward for his chapter.

Wayne was passionate about his fam-
ily, and was the most caring and loving
husband and especially loving father.
Affectionately known as “the baby” he
was the youngest of four sons and had a
passion for life. He will be remembered
as an achiever, chasing his dreams with

persistence and passion. A great pro-
vider for his family, and enjoyed quiet
nights spent with them.

In addition to his wife, Lori, he is sur-
vived by his son, Juliano J. Thomas and
his daughter, Nevaeh Lee Thomas, both
of Winchendon; his mother, Angela M.
Thomas of Lowell; his grandmother,
Martha Torres of Lowell; his brothers,
Sean R. Thomas of Boston, Robert E.
Thomas of Lowell, and Kenneth W.
Thomas and his partner, Erica Correia,
of Lowell; his father-in-law, Thomas
Nolin of Raymond, NH; his wife’s
grandmother, Jeanette Nolin of Pelham,
NH; his sister-in-law, Keesha Nolin of
Lowell; his nephews, Anthony Thomas
and Giovanni Thomas; as well as the
nephews he helped raise, Jordon Nolin,
Austin Nolin, and T.J. Kweedor; as well
as his family pets, Twinky and Coka;
and his extended family and many
friends.

He was also predeceased by his moth-
er-in-law, Sandra Nolin and and his
stepfather, Derek Lang.

Funeral services were held Tuesday,
Oct. 25 at the McDonough Funeral
Home, 14 Highland St., Lowell.

In lieu of flowers, donations will be
accepted to his children in his memory.
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Carol M. (Charbonneau) Higgins, 70

WINCHENDON

Carol M.
(Charbonneanu)
Higgins, age 70, of 183
Mill St. died peacefully
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2016
at home with her fami-
ly at her side.

She was born in
Holyoke on March 6,
1946, daughter of the late Leonard and
Gladys (Fisher) Charbonneau and has
lived in Winchendon since the age of 3.

Carol had worked for many years
as a cafeteria worker in the town of
Winchendon. Many years ago, she
had worked at New Hampshire Ball
Bearings in Peterborough, NH. She also
did adult home care for Montachusett
Home Care. She was a member of
Winchendon Golden Agers and was a
member of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Carol was an avid fan of the
Boston Red Sox. Her hobbies were knit-
ting, sewing, baking, and spending time
with her family and grandchildren.

She leaves her husband of 42 years,
David K. Higgins; five children,

Raymond Higgins and his wife Nadia of
Charleston, SC, Carol Ann Rice and her
husband Lee of Baldwinville, Robert
Higgins of Winchendon, Ronald Higgins
and his wife Nancy of Winchendon,
David K. Higgins Jr of Gardner and
Danielle Higgins of Winchendon;
her brothers and sisters, Leonard
Charbonneau of Winchendon, Gladys
Charbonneau of Connecticut, Hector
Michaud of Vermont, Betty Michaud of
Worcester, Brenda Michaud of Florida
and Michael Michaud of Winchendon;
seven grandchildren, three great grand-
children and several nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services were held Tuesday,
Oct. 25 in Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home,
343 Central St., Winchendon. Burial
followed in Massachusetts Veteran’s
Memorial Cemetery.

The family wishes to extend its heart-
felt thanks to her daughter-in-law,
Nancy Higgins for her love and care.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
may be made to Shriners Hospitals for
Children, 51 Blossom St., Boston, MA
02114.

Taylor R. Labtinen, 22

TEMPLETON
Taylor R. Lahtinen,
age 22, of Templeton,
died Tuesday, Oct. 18,
2016 in Enfield, CT.

He was born in
Gardner on May 12,
1994, the son of Keith
Lahtinen and Denise
(Dube) Woodward.

Taylor graduated from Gardner High
School with the class of 2012. He was
employed by J. LeBlanc Landscaping as
a landscaper.

Taylor’s passion was music. He was
an exceptional drummer, and loved
playing with his band RippedTide. He
enjoyed camping, trips to the White
Mountains and was an avid fan of the
Boston Bruins.

He loved his family, and was a loving,
devoted father to his daughter Anna.
Taylor’s enthusiasm for life, beautiful
smile and huge heart will be greatly

Charles E.

WAYNE NJ — Charles E. Phillips, age
89, of Wayne, NJ died on Monday, Oct.
17, 2016. Born in Winchendon, he was a
resident of Glen Ridge, NJ and Rindge,
before moving to Wayne. He was an
Army veteran who served during World
War II.

He was educated at Phillips Academy,
Andover and Harvard University,
undergraduate class of 1949 and Masters
in 1951. He worked as an executive at
the Wall Street bank of JP Morgan for
over 35 years.

He was a member of the Glen Ridge
Congregational Church, Glen Ridge
and served on the Glen Ridge Board
of Education, including several terms
as president. He was a Trustee of the
Cathedral of the Pines, Rindge; served
on the Board of Adjustment for Rindge
and was a member and past commo-
dore of the Monomonac Lake Sailing
Association (MLSA) of Rindge. He
enjoyed sports, stamp collecting, bridge,
Scrabble and chess.

Surviving is his wife of 29 years,
Anita (Sharp) Phillips of Wayne, NJ; his
children, Elizabeth Phillips Marrinan

missed by all who loved him.

Taylor leaves his mother, Denise
(Dube) Woodward and her hus-
band Scott of Templeton; his father,
Keith Lahtinen of Gardner; daughter,
Annalisa Lahtinen; stepmother, Kim
LeBlanc of Leominster; paternal grand-
mother, Sheila Harris of Gardner; two
brothers, Timothy J. Lahtinen and his
wife Stephanie of Westminster and
Chad LeBlanc of Gardner; stepbrother,
Tyler Woodward and his wife Jessica
of Fort Meade, MD; one sister, Kaylin
Rushia and her husband Pat of Athol;
and several nieces, nephews and cous-
ins. He also leaves his Godparents, Tom
and Heather Dube of Winchendon.

Funeral services and burial will be
private and held at the convenience of
the family.

There are no calling hours.

Memorial contributions may be made
to the A.E.D. Foundation, Inc., PO Box
67, Westminster, MA 01473.

Phillips, §9

and John Manning 7, _
Phillips II, and his E
wife Debora. Also
surviving are his
three stepchildren,
Richard and his part-
ner Penny, James
and his wife Gail,
and Lauren Sharp.
In addition there are
five grandchildren, Brian Marrinan,
Jonathan Phillips, Daniel Phillips,
Christopher Sharp and Allison Bizzoco,
and two great grandchildren, Max and
Cassie Bizzoco. He was predeceased by
his first wife, Joyce Glore Phillips, his
daughter, Virginia Phillips and his sis-
ter, Lila Jo Phillips.

A Service of Remembrance was held
on Saturday, Oct. 22, 2016 at the Vander
Plaat Funeral Home, 257 Godwin
Avenue, Wyckoff, N.J. (www.vpfh.com).
Private cremation will be held.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Cathedral of the Pines, 10 Hale Hill
Road. Rindge, NH 03461 would be appre-
ciated.

Lica A. (Covey) Theriault, 51

TEMPLETON
— Lica A. (Covey)
Theriault, age 51, of
32 Hubbardston Road,
died unexpectedly
{ Saturday evening, Oct.
4| 22, 2016 in Heywood
e | Hospital, Gardner.

She was born in

Gardner on Oct. 20,

1965 and was a graduate of Gardner High

School. Lica had lived in Templeton for
several years.

Lica worked as a woodworker for 16
years and most recently worked as a
personal care assistant with Mitchell
Bourque of Templeton. Lica enjoyed
crafts, crocheting and making blankets,
afghans, mittens and gloves for family
and friends. She was an avid fan of
the New England Patriots and race car
driver Jeff Gordon. Lica loved spending
time with her cat Panda. Her greatest
enjoyment was spending time with her
family.

She leaves her husband David J.
Theriault; a son Joe Berube and his
wife Alexis of Templeton; a daughter
Briana Theriault of Gardner; a daugh-
ter Holly Ravish and her son Carter
of East Templeton; her father Harold
A. Covey of Winchendon; her moth-
er Patricia A. LeBlanc of Winchendon;
her father George LeBlanc of Gardner;
her employer and friend Mitchell
Bourque; her brothers Butch Covey of
Winchendon, Bill Covey of Winchendon,
John Covey of Worcester, Dave Covey
of Winchendon and Ed Larson of
New Hampshire; her sisters, Michelle
LeBlanc of Dudley and Heidi Hagan of
Templeton and many nieces, nephews,
family and friends.

A memorial service will be held
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2016 at 11 a.m. in
Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, 343
Central St., Winchendon.

A calling hour will precede the ser-
vice from 10 to 11 a.m. Saturday.

SEND OBITUARIES at no charge to Editor Ruth DeAmicis,
by faxing (978) 297-2177, or by e-mailing the editor at

ruth@stonebridgepress.com.

We also invite funeral directors and families to e-mail
us a JPEG photograph to print, at no cost, alongside the

obituary.
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Paul K. Facoby Fr., 78

FITCHBURG
Paul K. Jacoby Jr. was
born in Winchendon
on May 7, 1938. He
passed away peaceful-
ly on Oct. 16, 2016, at
the age of 78.

He graduated from
Murdock High School
in Winchendon in
1956 and entered the US Army. After
receiving an honorable discharge
from the service, he met his wife, Raili
(Thomasson-Hankilammi) Jacoby, at
work in Jaffrey. They married Nov. 26,
1960. After working for several years,
he became employed by Aubuchon
Hardware at their warehouse facili-
ty. He retired in December 2000 after
32 years at Aubuchon Hardware in
Westminster.

Heleaves behind his
wife, Raili, of almost
56 years, two sons,
Mitchell Jacoby and
his wife, Barbara of
Methuen, and Douglas
Jacoby and his wife,
Wendy, of Lunenburg.
He also leaves behind
a younger sister,
Janice Jacoby of Meriden, CT and five
grandchildren Taylor, Carter, Hunter,
Benjamin and Hannah.

His funeral was held Oct. 25 with a
service at Redemption Rock Church, 3
Hager Park Road, Westminster. Burial
followed at the Massachusetts Veteran’s
Cemetery in Winchendon.

The Curley Marchand Funeral Home,
89 West St., Leominster was entrusted
with arrangements.

Alan §. LeBlanc, 67

ROYALSTON — Alan John “Bobo”
LeBlanc, age 67 of Royalston passed
away Sept. 25, 2016 at Heywood Hospital
surrounded by family.

Born Oct. 17, 1948 in Gardner to
Edward and Dorothy (Graves) LeBlanc.
Alan leaves behind his partner of 43
years Darlene Sweet and their three
children Lori Sweet and her husband
Craig Casavant of Gardner, Brandy
LeBlanc of Fitchburg and Alan E.
LeBlanc of Orange. He also leaves four
sisters: Patricia Tenney and Linda
Bilodeau of Rindge, Terry LaFortune
of Winchendon and Donna LeBlanc of
Gardner; two grandchildren, several

cousins, nephews and nieces (including
Kim, his favorite), and many friends
including the four-legged variety Gronk
and Blazer.

Alan was predeceased by his parents,
sisters Anne LeBlanc and Joyce Ruckey
and by his brother Edward A. LeBlanc.

Alan was a self-employed carpenter
who valued craftsmanship over prof-
it. He loved nature, the music of Bob
Dylan, and enjoyed many unique hob-
bies including panning for gold and
metal detecting. Above all he enjoyed
spending time with his family.

There was a gathering to celebrate his
life Oct. 16.

Foy S. Rosmond, 71

WINCHENDON —
| Joy S. Rosmond, age
71, of 30 Harvard St.
died Monday, Oct. 17,

2016 at home.
She was born in
St. Albans, VT on

Oct. 5, 1945, daugh-
ter of the late Arthur
and Marion (Rokes)
Sheehan and has lived in Winchendon
for the last 15 years.

Joy was a graduate of Rosary
Academy in Watertown and she was
graduate of Fitchburg State College.
Joy spent her career as a cost accoun-
tant and financial analyst for a num-
ber of companies in the Massachusetts
area, including Raytheon, GenRad and
Modern Dispersions. She enjoyed draw-
ing, painting, quilting and sewing and

il

was fond of her pets, especially her late
dogs Molly and Stella. Before living in
Winchendon, she lived in Townsend,
where she raised her family, and then
moved to Port Saint John, FL. where she
lived for four years.

She leaves two children, Laura A.
Rosmond and her fiance Joseph
Mahan of Winchendon and William A.
Rosmond of Merritt Island, FL; eight
grandchildren, Christina and her hus-
band Josiah, James, Miranda, Peter,
Haley, Kyle, Dolores and Sydney. Two
brothers, Jonathan Sheehan and Ray
Sheehan, preceded her in death.

Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, 343
Central St., Winchendon was entrusted
with arrangements.

Memorial donations may be made to
your local pet shelter.

Fudith Ann (Skidmore) Thompson, 72

TOWNSEND Judith Ann
(Skidmore) Thompson, age 72, of
Townsend, formerly of Fitchburg died
Saturday, Oct. 22, 2016, at her home sur-
rounded by her family and loved ones.

Judith, Judy to everyone who knew
her, was born in Westminster, June 7,
1944 she was raised in Waites Corner,
Fitchburg. One of five children born to
Reginald and Adelade Skidmore. She
attended the Fitchburg school system.
Judy worked for the Federal govern-
ment as a test administrator to the local
school systems in Massachusetts.

Judy owned and operated The Task
Force, a cleaning company, that ser-
viced various homes, businesses and
doctors around central Massachusetts.
If asked Judy would say her primary
job was a wife and mother.

Judy enjoyed spending time with her
family, traveling, reading, Friday night
card games and she LOVED Nascar.

Judy leaves her children, two sons
and four daughters. John G. Thompson
Sr. and his wife Susan of Westminster,
Pamela A. Thompson and her husband
Myron West of Lunenburg, Sharon M.
LeBlanc of Townsend, Kim L. Jeffrey of
Townsend and Jason Daniels, Michael
J. Thompson and his wife Bobbi Jo
of Winchendon and Margaret M.
Thompson of Townsend.

She is survived by two brothers and
one sister, Reginald Skidmore and
his wife Mae Beth of Florida, Michael

Skidmore of Fitchburg and Elaine Tirey
and her husband John of California. An
honorary sister of the heart, her sister-
in-law Joan Danielson of Maryland.

She leaves eight grandchildren John
G. Thompson Jr., Lakisha A. Nunez
and her husband Richard, Willis J.
Wilson and his wife Samantha, Joseph
C. Thompson, Brandon M. Lawrence,
Addie T. LeBlanc, Kyle M. LeBlanc,
Joshua J. Lawrence. She also leaves
six great-grandchildren, Cecilia A.
Nunez, Savannah R. Thompson, Aurora
J. Patterson, Eden Lawrence, Penelope
Patterson and Michael E. Wilson.

She also leaves many nieces, nephews
and friends that she loved dearly.

Judy is predeceased by John E.
Thompson her husband of 40 years; a
son, Steven M. Lawrence and a brother
Paul Skidmore.

“If flowers grow in heaven, Lord, then
pick a bunch for me then place them in
our mother’s arms and tell her they’re
from me. Tell her that we love and miss
her and when she turns to smile place a
kiss upon her cheek and hold her for a
while”

Prayers of committal will be held 10
am. Friday, Oct. 28 at the Chapel at
Massachusetts Veterans Cemetery, 111
Glenallan St., Winchendon.

Anderson Funeral Home (anderson-
funeral.com), 250 Main St., Townsend, is
entrusted with arrangements.

STONE-LADEAU FUNERATLHOME

STONE-LADEAU FUNERAL HOME
343 Central Street
Winchendon, MA 01475

Tel: 978-297-0077 o Fax: 978-297-0075
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Delay of game slows down Murdoc

Tyler Cota runs around the Clinton Gael defense.

WINCHENDON — It was lightening
that postponed Homecoming for the
Murdock Blue Devils as the game start-
ed in a rain storm Oct. 21 against the
Clinton Gaels and continued in the cold
on Oct. 24.

In a game wracked with fumbles and
dropped opportunities, it was Clinton
that won by a five point margin 17-12.

The Blue Devils managed touchdowns
by Sam Drake and Daunte Pridgen and
had the lead at the beginning of the

Mat Plandon photos

Daunte Pridgen breaks through the Gael defense.

second half.

The defense kept the Gaels in check
for some time, but it wasn’t enough in
the long run.

Coach Andy Dupuis was still pleased
with the work, both offensively and

defensively, saying the team managed
to keep Clinton’s best player in check.
Murdock travels to Lunenburg
tomorrow at 2 p.m., the first game at
Lunenburg’s newly installed turf field.

History in the making...

TALKING
SPORTS

When the World Series
resumes tonight at Wrigley
Field (how weird it felt to
write that , Game 3 will be
the first Cubs Series game ever
televised. TV, you see, hadn’t
been invented the last time
the North Side team played in
the Fall Classic. I imagine you
knew that but if you’re a base-
ball fan as opposed to being
say, merely a Red Sox fan, you
have to agree it’s pretty cool to
see not just the Cubs but the
Indians in the Series as well.
Let that sink in, though — the
last time the Cubs were in the
World Series there was no such
thing as television. The Cubs
last baseball title came in 1908,
Cleveland’s in 1948. It’s not like
either city is bereft of titles —
the Blackhawks have won a
couple Stanley Cups the last
five or six years, three I think,
and the Cavs are the reigning
NBA champs but baseball,
well, baseball is different, dif-
ferent even from Super Bowl
titles. It just is, maybe because
it’s been around so much lon-

ger, maybe because we revere
baseball records in a way we
don’t in other sports, maybe
because we have passionate
debates about baseball PEDS
and Hall of Fame credentials
the way we don’t with other
sports, but whatever the rea-
son, baseball’s different. Who
out there thinks the Detroit
Lions making a Super Bowl for
the first time would be as big
a story as the Cubs reaching
the World Series? Baseball is
different.

Football is the most popular
sport out there? Nah, betting
on football is actually what’s
popular. The Chicago Cubs
in the World Series? Win or
lose, that’s the sports story of
the year. Or decade? As for
those aforementioned Red Sox
fans — Tito or Theo? Whatever
happens this week and maybe
next, the Cubs are built for a
pretty long run of success. My
only disappointment about
the Cubs’ return to the Series?
Too bad Wrigley has lights.
Wouldn’t it have been fun

to see the Series once again
played in sunshine?

Let’s go back to the NFL’s
plunging ratings. I hadn’t real-
ly remembered that Neilsen
ratings only measure watch-
ers the old-fashioned way
— who’s sitting in the living
room. Those free-falling num-
bers don’t count the many who
are watching in sports bars or
through various social media
platforms. Who knows how
many folks are really watch-
ing? That said, there’s no ques-
tion viewership is down and
while some try to politicize it
by citing the Colin Kapernick
issue, there are sounder rea-
sons for the drop. Baseball has
had a dramatic September and
October. Everyone has a couple
hundred channels. The games
have reportedly been largely
unwatchable. A lot of fans have
been turned off by the league’s
exceptionally incompetent
response to continuing domes-
tic violence issues and others
are increasingly rejecting the
on-field violence. All these take

a toll.

Ah yes, domestic violence.
It sure was classy of the New
York Football Giants to dis-in-
vite Kkicker Josh Brown to
accompany the team on it’s trip
to Wembley Stadium last week
after more details came to light
regarding multiple situations
where Brown allegedly assault-
ed his wife, admitting to doing
so on more than one occasion.
Clearly, the NFL learned exact-
ly zero from the Ray Rice mess
a few years back. At least the
Ravens had the good sense
to cut him. What’s taking the
Giants so long? The NFL isn’t
going to go the way of boxing
anytime soon I wouldn’t think,
but the trends are not good
and justifiably so. For those
who swear football could never
ever ever become a niche sport
too, I agree it’s unlikely but if
this were being written in 1956
rather than 2016, no one would
ever have believed the fight
game would become a niche
sport at best,either.

The same would have gone

JERRY
CARTON

for horse racing which next
weekend will hold it’s Breeders
Cup World Championship, as
the public relations folks like
to call the 14 races spread over
next Friday and Saturday. Last
spring saw a desultory Triple
Crown series but that might’ve
been because the best three
year horse this year has been,
gasp, a girl. Songbird remains
undefeated headed into her
showdown with the older fillies
on Saturday and 2014 Kentucky
Derby and Preakness win-
ner and ‘14 Horse of the Year
California Chrome will try to
wrap up an undefeated season
in the Breeders Cup Classic,
the season’s grand finale. It’ll
be an exciting weekend for lots
of us, but I suspect most casual
fans won’t be watching. Their
loss. See you next week.

Mini-Devils extend  Long season nearing the finish

unbeaten streak

BY BOB POLCARI
SPECIAL TO THE COURIER

WINCHENDON — The Mini-Devils extended their unbeaten streak by defeating
Eaglebrook 43-12 at Alumni Field on Saturday improving their record to 6 and
0. Offensive output was well distributed throughout the team with six different
players accounting for 41 points and the defense adding the other two points on a
fourth quarter safety.

As has been the case in previous games, the Devils started on defense and forced
a quick three and out. Murdock started at the Eaglebrook 44 yard line and quickly
found the end zone four plays later as Joey Marobella carried it in from nine yards
out to start the scoring for the Mini-Devils. Corey Fasulo came on to kick the extra
point and the Mini-Devils were up 7-0.

After another short offensive series and punt by Eaglebrook, the Mini-Devils
took over at the Eaglebrook 37 yard line. Eight plays later Calvin Tenney found the
end-zone but the kick by Fasulo was no good so the Mini-Devils were up 13-0 at the
end of the first quarter.

The second quarter was highlighted by two long Jack Polcari touchdown runs
of 54 and 74 yards and a conversion run with an Eaglebrook score sandwiched in
between to increase the Mini-Devils lead to 27-6 at the half.

The Mini-Devils started on offense in the third quarter put together a long
eight play drive before being stopped on fourth down at the Eaglebrook 20 yard

line. The defense came through again
forcing a punt four plays later and then
Atbletes of the Week Riley Kimball popped loose for a 38 yard
touchdown on the next play to put the

GIRLS
Victoria Swanson played two
strong games on offense and defense

Devils up 33-6.
Early in the fourth quarter,
for the Lady Devils varsity soccer
team.

Eaglebrook notched their second touch-
down of the day to cut the lead to 33-12.
The Mini-Devils then drove the ball

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

WINCHENDON —
The first half of a recent
contest at Narragansett
offered promise for the
future of Murdock soccer
as the Lady Devils played
the Lady Warriors dead
even for all but the final
39 seconds of the open-
ing frame, but in the end
things went askew and
MHS fell yet again.

The contest was even at
one, Maria Polcari hav-
ing tallied for the Lady
Devils, until just before
the break when ‘Gansett
scored and added three
more in a 10-minute span
in the second half to
assure the win.

“It was a good first
half and a great goal by

Maria,” enthused Coach
Jason Marshall, add-
ing, “Gabby (Cote) and
Victoria Swanson did
great jobs in shutting
down  Narragansett’s
scorers.”

But Marshall noted,
“there was a bit of a let-
down” in the second stan-
za.
“We let up those three
goals in that ten min-
ute span,” he lamented.
After that though, the
Lady Devils finished the
contest strongly and had
several scoring chances
“that we couldn’t quite
convert,” noted Marshall.

Swanson was awarded
player of the match “for
her strong defense in the
first half and good ball
control and offensive
push in the second,” said

the coach.

On Tuesday, though,
things were sideways
from the start, score-
wise at least, against
Fitchburg. Despite the
10-0 final (“shame on
the other coach” noted
Marshall, MHS had
numerous opportuni-
ties to tally but simply
“couldn’t finish,” he said.

“Victoria played well
again and so did Sydnie,
Cassidy, and Kaileen.
Player of the match went
to Vicky Lemire for great
defense and poise on the
field.

Murdock hosted Sizer
on senior night Thursday.

“If we play like we
did last week against
‘Gansett, we should have
a good night,” Marshall
said Tuesday.
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ANNUAL ADULT HALLOWEEN

KIDS

HALLOWEEN:
ing the Zombie run there will be a

follow-

BOYS
Sam Drake and Daunte Pridgen
scored the touchdowns to get
Murdock on the scoreboard in the
Homecoming game.

Athletes of the Week is sponsored
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BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
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to the Eaglebrook 9-yard line before
being turned away by an interception.
However, the Murdock defense stood
tall and recorded two consecutive sacks
resulting in a safety to increase the
lead to 35-12. Fasulo and Cam Monette
extended the lead for the Mini-Devils
late in the 4th Quarter to 43 to 12. Fasulo
hauled in a short pass from Polcari and
then raced 50 yards for the touchdown
and Monette caught the conversion pass
for two points.

The Mini-Devils remaining schedule
is away on Thursday, Nov., 3 at 4 p.m.
versus Millbury, home on Wednesday,
Nov. 9 at 5 p.m. versus Uxbridge and
away on Thursday, Nov. 17 at 6 p.m.
versus Narragansett.

PARTY: it’s spooky in there! The
American Legion Post 193 annual
Halloween costume party is sched-
uled 8 p.m. to midnight at the Post,
295 School St. Prizes for the best
costumes. Admission is just $5 per
person; so be a big kid again! This is
a 21+ event.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29

ZOMBIE 2 MILE RUN: outrun them
if you can! The annual Zombie run at
the Clark Memorial YMCA is already
registering runners and seeking those
who would be the undead. Race starts
at noon. Registration for the race is
just $10 until Oct. 22; $15 after that
date. For more info go to theclarkym-
ca.org or call (978) 297-9622.

kids’ Halloween party at the Clark
Memorial YMCA. Details are still
being finalized, but games and good-
ies are definitely in the offing!
EXTENDED VOTING HOURS:
For the first time in history, you can
now vote early in the general elec-
tions. You can vote early Oct. 24-Nov.
3; Monday from 8 am.-6 p.m. and
Tuesday through Thursday 8 a.m.-5
p.m. There will be extended hours on
Saturday, Oct. 29 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
and again Wednesday, Oct. 27 and
Nov. 3 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m. to accommo-
date voters. Voting can be done at the
town clerk’s office, 109 Front St. For

Turn To CLYDE page A9
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Winchendon Police Department

Editor’s Note: The information con-
tained in this police log was obtained
through public documents kept by the
police department, and is considered to
be the account of the police. All subjects
are considered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17

12-1:53 a.m.: building checks, secure;
8:16 a.m.: accident (Jackson Avenue)
report taken; 10:14 a.m.: general wel-
fare check (address not printed) spo-
ken to; 11:45 a.m.: MV stop (Phillipston
Road) written warning; 1:04 p.m.:
warrant arrest (Goodrich Drive) fur-
ther details unavailable; 1:27 p.m.:
MV stop (Winchendon Road) writ-
ten warning; 1:27 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Beaman Court) report taken; 1:44
p.m.: ambulance (High Street) trans-
port; 2:55 p.m.: officer wanted (Beech
Street) refer to court; 3:48 p.m.: accident
(Town Farm Road) removed to hospi-
tal, summons: Sierra M. Herr, age 18
of 66 Vaine St., Winchendon: negligent
operation of MV; 4:06 p.m.: lift assist
(Athol-Richmond) assisted; 4:16 p.m.:
unattended death (Harvard Street)
report taken; 4:20 p.m.: officer wanted
(walk in) spoken to; 5:14 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (River Street) spoken
to; 5:25 p.m.: MV operating erratically
(Royalston) info taken; 5:59 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Lincoln Avenue) transport; 6:12
p.m.: officer wanted (Mill Street) report
taken; 6:42 p.m.: intoxicated person
(Royalston) removed to hospital; 7:05
p.m.: animal complaint (Pearl Street)
refer to ACO; 7:42 p.m.: burglary, B&E
(Mellen Road) summons: Amy Carnes,
age 38 of 355 Mellen Road, Winchendon:
possess firearm without FID card and
possess ammunition without FID card;
9:43 p.m.: assist other agency (Main
Street) assisted; 11:35 p.m.: child wel-
fare check (address not printed) spoken
to; 11:53 p.m.: building check, secure.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18

12-2:38 a.m.: extra patrols & build-
ing checks, secure; 12:05 a.m.: MV stop
(Gardner Road) spoken to; 2:20 a.m.:
officer wanted (Ash Street) call can-
celed; 2:54 a.m.: burglar alarm (Spring
Street) secure; 6:40 a.m.: tree down on
wires (Royalston Road North) area
search negative; 9:03 a.m.: ambulance
(Baldwinville State Road) transport;
9:18 a.m.: suspicious MV (Central
Street) arrest: Ian Nault, age 19 of 14
Beaman Court, Winchendon: OUI-
liquor and unlicensed operation of MV;
11:29 a.m.: property damage (Mr. Mikes)
spoken to; 3:39 p.m.: general welfare
check (address not printed) spoken
to; 3:58 p.m.: officer wanted (Goodrich
Drive) report taken; 4:07 p.m.: unattend-
ed death (Oak Street) report taken; 5:12
p.m.: animal complaint (Ipswich Drive)
refer to ACO; 6 p.m.: assist citizen
(Welch Road) assisted; 6:10 p.m.: bur-
glar alarm (Powell Stone) secure; 6:13
p.m.: fire alarm (Pearl Street) assisted;
6:56 p.m.: assist other PD (Glenallan
Street) gone on arrival; 7:10 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Ready Drive) transport; 8:39 p.m.:
MYV stop (Gardner Road) verbal warn-
ing; 9:53 p.m.: suspicious other (Town
Farm Road) advised officer; 10:29 p.m.:
animal complaint (Baldwinville State
Road) unable to locate; 10:34 p.m.: MV
stop (Spring Street) verbal warning;
11:26-11:40 p.m.: building checks, secure.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19

12:05 a.m.: MV operating erratical-
ly (School Street) unable to locate;
12:26 a.m.: investigation (Toy Town
Elementary) secure; 12:28-12:29 a.m.:
building checks, secure; 12:47 a.m.: bur-
glar alarm (CVS) secure; 1 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Mill Street) services rendered;
1:21 a.m.: accident (Ash Street) report
taken; 5:47 a.m.: assist other PD (Alger
Street) assisted; 9 a.m.: general info
(Brooks Automotive) assisted; 9:02 a.m.:
fire alarm (Winchendon School) false
alarm; 11:32 a.m.: general welfare check
(address not printed) assisted; 11:35a.m.:
MYV operating erratically (Beech Street)
unable to locate; 12:20 p.m.: suspicious
MYV (Linden Street) spoken to; 1:31 p.m.:
assist citizen (Benjamin Street) assist-
ed; 2:57 p.m.: harassment (Hyde Street)
report taken; 5:59 p.m.: keep the peace

PoLICE L.oG
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Accident takes life
of new resident

BY TARA VOCINO
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

WINCHENDON — Wayne A. Thomas, age 31, of 32 Mechanic St., died at 5:50
a.m. Thursday in a three-car crash at 70 Gardner Road.

Winchendon Police Lt. Kevin Wolski said Friday there were not any charges
pending. Wolski said in a statement a black Toyota Avalon, driven by Thomas,
was traveling northbound and passing a northbound JRM Hauling and Recycling
truck, driven by Joseph T. Leon, age 26, of 47 Florence Ave., North Tewksbury,
when Thomas crashed into a black GMC pickup truck, driven by Wayne Dexter,
age 52, of 300 Benjamin St., Winchendon, which was traveling south. Thomas’
car was deflected back into the front end of Leon’s truck, just south of Teel Road.

Thomas, who had just moved to town from 71 New Boston Road in Bedford,
NH, was trapped in the car and was determined to be deceased at the scene,

police said.

Dexter was transported by Life Flight to UMass Memorial Medical Center in

Worcester for injuries.

Fire Chief Tom Smith could not comment on the extent of his injuries.
As of press time, Dexter was reported in fair condition.

Leon was not injured, police said.

An ambulance originally responded,

Madison Avenue.

but crews quickly called Life Flight to

Wolski said he did not know if speed was a factor and forwarded inquiries the
Crash Analysis Reconstruction Unit of the Massachusetts State Police.

Trooper Dave Bergeron said the Crash Analysis Reconstruction Unit did not
have any information immediately available other than that they responded.

Massachusetts State Police spokesperson Sgt. Thomas Ryan said local police

was the primary investigating agency.

Winchendon resident Gerald Sackett reported the crash. Jane M. O’Malley, of
189 Spring St., was one of the many drivers involved in the crash.
Smith said the accident occurred in a residential area and on a heavily trav-

eled road.

“It’s a main route that is very common to have accidents on,” Smith said.
Traffic was diverted much of the morning into Ashburnham and Gardner by

police departments of those towns.

Thomas was removed from his car at 9:23 a.m., and the scene cleared by 11:40

a.m.

(Benjamin Street) assisted; 6:11 p.m.:
fire alarm (Gardner Road) accidental,
6:47 p.m.: accident (Elmwood Road)
summons: Robert L. Gagnon II, age 21
of 63 Harvard St., Gardner: negligent
operation of MV; 7:27 p.m.: suspicious
person (High Street) area search neg-
ative; 8:14 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant
Street) transport; 8:24 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Mellen Road) property seized; 9:08
p.m.: noise complaint (Mason Street)
services rendered.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20

12:52-2:37 a.m.: building checks,
secure; 4:03 a.m.: officer wanted (Lake
Denison) services rendered; 5:51 a.m.:
accident (Gardner Road) report taken;
7:11 a.m.: animal complaint (Otter
River Road) refer to ACO; 7:54 a.m.:
lift assist (Ready Drive) assisted; 9:44
a.m.. harassment (Spruce Street)
advised legal help; 11:46 a.m.: officer
wanted (Gardner Road) report taken;
12:17 p.m.: lift assist (Hyde Park Drive)
services rendered; 1:28 p.m.: accident
(Fairbanks Street) report taken; 1:52
p.m.: animal complaint (Metcalf Street)
refer to ACO; 3:20 p.m.: general info
(Lakeshore Drive) refer to ACO; 3:26
p.m.: suspicious MV (Converse Drive)
gone on arrival; 3:29 p.m.. unwanted
party (Murdock High School) gone on
arrival; 4:39 p.m.: officer wanted (Laurel
Street) report taken; 5:39 p.m.: property
damage (Spring Street) spoken to; 10:09
p.m.: officer wanted (walk in) report
taken; 10:13 p.m.: MV operating errat-
ically (Glenallan Street) call canceled;
10:28 p.m.: suspicious MV (Woodlawn
Street) gone on arrival.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21

12:18-5:26 a.m.: extra patrols & build-
ing checks, secure; 5:27 am.: MV stop
(Gardner Road) traffic citation;5:46a.m.:
ambulance (Spring Street) refer to FD;
5:59 a.m.: suspicious person (Converse
Drive) unable to locate; 11:30 a.m.: bur-
glary B&E (Front Place) call canceled;
12:53 p.m.: MV stop (Central Street)
spoken to; 2:04 p.m.: investigation (Mr.
Mikes) spoken to; 3:32 p.m.: investiga-
tion (CVS) info taken; 3:40 p.m.: inves-
tigation (GFA) spoken to; 3:45 p.m.:
investigation (Colonial Co-op) spoken
to; 3:48 p.m.: MV stop (Gardner Road)
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at (978) 297-
2766 or email clerk@town.winchendon.
ma.us.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31

TRICK OR TREAT: hours in
Winchendon are 5:30-7:30 p.m.

YOGA: yoga classes are held at Beals
Memorial Library beginning at 5:15 p.m.
For more information call (978) 297-0300
or visit winchendonlibrary.org.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1

LEARN: Computer classes for adults
are offered on Tuesday afternoons from
3:30-4:30 p.m. at Beals Memorial Library
and are open to adults ages 18 and older.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2

EXTENDED VOTING HOURS: For
the first time in history, you can now
vote early in the general elections. You
can vote early Oct. 24-Nov. 3; Monday
from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. and Tuesday through
Thursday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. There will be
extended hours on Saturday, Oct. 29
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and again Wednesday,
Oct. 27 and Nov. 3 from 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
to accommodate voters. Voting can be
done at the town clerk’s office, 109 Front
St. For information contact the town
clerk at (978) 297-2766 or email clerk@
town.winchendon.ma.us.

BINGO! Hyde Park residents hold
bingo in the community hall every
Wednesday night beginning at 6 p.m.
It’s inexpensive, just two cards for 5¢,
and the community is invited! Anyone

over the age of 50 is welcome to join in.
We’d love to have more players.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3

STORY HOUR: On Thursdays at4 p.m.
Beals Memorial Library on Pleasant
Street hosts a story/craft hour for pre-
schoolers’ and up.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4

CLARK YMCA GALA: The Clark
Memorial YMCA of Winchendon pres-
ents: 10th annual Wine & Beer Tasting
at the American Legion Post 193, 295
School St. beginning at 6:30 p.m. Dust
off your dancing shoes for a Magical
Mystery Tour with BEATLES FOR
SALE, covering your favorite Beatles’
tunes. $25 per person; $300 per table of
eight (special recognition for sponsor-
ships). Tickets available at the YMCA
front desk or email Kk.pixa@clarkym-
ca.org. https://www.facebook.com/
events/182960122136032/

STORY HOURS: Toddler Time takes
place every Friday morning at 9:15 a.m.
throughout the year, with Rhymes,
Playtime, and Story time. Immediately
following is story hour from 10:30-11:30
a.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5

STORY & SONG CELEBRATION:
a free program featuring Bates &
Tincknell with songs, stories, and a
bit of fun for everyone is scheduled at
11 a.m. at Beals Memorial Library, 22
Pleasant St. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Library and by a grant from the
Winchendon Cultural Council.

traffic citation; 4:47 p.m.: suspicious
other (Baldwinville Road) report taken;
4:56 p.m.: investigation (Ipswich Drive)
spoken to; 5:14 p.m.: animal complaint
(Belmont Avenue) refer to ACO; 5:23
p.m.: animal complaint (Linden Street)
refer to ACO; 5:56 p.m.: Burglary B&E
(Woodlawn Street) report taken; 6:32
p-m.: suspicious person (Mellen Road)
unable to locate; 6:43 p.m.. MV stop
(Gardner Road) verbal warning; 7:05
p.m.: suspicious person (Mellen Road)
unable to locate; 7:15 p.m.: runaway
(Baldwinville State Road) assisted;
8:27 p.m.: suspicious other (Woodlawn
Street) spoken to; 8:57 p.m.: harassment
(Beech Street) no cause for complaint;
10:45 p.m.: ambulance (American
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Legion) transport; 11:41 p.m.: building
check, secure.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22

12:01-2:23 a.m.: building checks &
extra patrols, secure; 12:32 a.m.: reg-
istration check (Central Street) info
given; 1:35 a.m.: suspicious person
(Summer Street) spoken to; 2:32 a.m.:
unwanted party (Brown Street) gone
on arrival; 9:55 a.m.: animal complaint
(Central Street) refer to ACO; 10:54 a.m.:
ambulance (Linden Street) transport;
11:20 a.m.: shoplifting (CVS) report
taken; 12:01 p.m.: animal complaint
(Baldwinville Road) refer to ACO; 12:20
p.m.: ambulance (Monomonac Road
West) no FD service required; 1:33
p.m.: ambulance (High Street) trans-
port; 13:39 p.m.: MV stop (Gardner
Road) verbal warning; 4:01 p.m.: bur-
glar alarm (Powell Stone) secured
building; 4:58 p.m.: ambulance (Ready
Drive) transport; 5:19 p.m.: ambulance
(Willow Street) transport; 7:04 p.m.:
officer wanted (Rite Aid) no PD service
required; 8:01 p.m.: gunshots heard
(Goodrich Street) unable to locate;
8:17 p.m.: MV stop (Lincoln Avenue)
written warning; 8:34 p.m.: MV stop
(Central Street) traffic citation; 9:15
p.m.: MV stop (Central Street) traffic
citation; 9:44 p.m.: MV stop (Central
Street) written warning; 11:29 p.m.:
MYV stop (Gardner Road) verbal warn-
ing; 11:37 p.m.: officer wanted (Spring
Street) assisted; 11:51 p.m.: unwanted
party (Cross Street) transport.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23

1:11-3:42 a.m.: building checks,
secure; 4:45 a.m.. burglar alarm
(Alger Street) secure; 8:59 a.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street) report taken; 9:35
a.m.: suspicious other (Murdock High
School) spoken to; 9:49 a.m.: tree down
(Central Street) removed traffic haz-
ard; 10:14 a.m.: ambulance (Mechanic
Street) transport; 12:25 p.m.: tree down
(Baldwinville State Road) services ren-
dered; 1:04 p.m.: child welfare check
(address not printed) unable to locate;
1:05 p.m.: threats (Western Avenue)
report taken; 1:54 p.m.: tree down on
wires (Monomonac Road West) refer
to other agency; 3:04 p.m.. animal
complaint (Welch Road) refer to ACO;
3:34 p.m.: officer wanted (Cumberland
Farms) removed to hospital; 3:48 p.m.:
general info (Pleasant Street) refer to
ACO; 6:01 p.m.: animal complaint (Hyde
Park Drive) gone on arrival; 6:43 p.m.:
tree down (Baldwinville Road) refer
to DPW; 6:55 p.m.: suspicious other
(Lincoln Avenue Extension) spoken to;
9:11 p.m.: MV stop (Main Street) verbal
warning; 10:18 p.m.: MV stop (River
Street) verbal warning; 10:24 p.m.: MV
stop (Central Street) spoken to; 11:31-
11:58 p.m.: building checks, secure.
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Jesse and Selena are playful Caucasian
siblings. Jesse, 6, is a charming and sweet
young boy. He is very helpful and aims to
please the adults in his life. He is also very
bright, and is very interested in learning.
He loves to run around, play catch, and
play with his toy cars. Jesse has done well
in his current foster home and has shown
the ability to make connections with both
the adults and other children. Jesse is
usually very engaged in the classroom
when learning about new things. He has
an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) for
emotional support inside the classroom.

Selenais a sweet, smartand determined
4-year old little girl who likes to doodle,
color and count. Selena has been diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum
Disorder. She has some words, but is not yet able to utilize expressive
language. She is able to count up to twenty, and she can recognize her letters
and colors. Selena is currently enrolled at a center based daycare where she
receives Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) services as well as other therapeutic
supports. She is currently undergoing evaluations to determine her eligibility
for special educational services at school.

Jesse and Selena’s social worker is open to considering any type of family
where the children can be the youngest or only children in the home. The
children would do best with parents who can advocate for her needs, seek
resources and provide an unconditional commitment to them as they grow.
Jesse and Selena will also need a family open to post-adoption contact with
their birth parents.

Who are the Children Waiting for Adoption?

There are approximately 2,400 children in Massachusetts foster care with
the goal of adoption. Through no fault of their own, they cannot be raised by
their birth parents. Many will be adopted by a relative or foster parent, but more
than 600 have no one to adopt them yet. These waiting children are usually
older, or sibling groups who belong together, children of color of all ages, and
children with intellectual, physical or emotional difficulties or disabilities. These
children have experienced many losses and changes in their lives, and need
patient and dependable adoptive parents who can help them grow and thrive
in their new family. Free post-adoption support services are available to help.

To learn more about Jesse and Selena, and about adoption from foster
care, call the Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at
617-54-ADOPT (617-542-3678) or visit www.mareinc.org. The sooner you call,
the sooner a waiting child will have “a permanent place to call HOME.”

PLACE MOTOR

Thompson Road, Webster, MA 508.943.8012

Massachusetts oldest family owned Ford Dealer - since 1923

www.placemotor.com ¢ “Like Us"” on Facebook

FISHER PLOW
SNOW & ICE REMOVAL
Plows ¢ Sanders

Spreaders

The Right Wheels, The Right Price,
The Right Place




10

., Friday, October 28, 2016

P

New business opening this weekend

WINCHENDON — It’s a little
different for Toy Town, but not
all the unusual as the interest in
the intuitive and the paranormal
continues to rise.

Shows like Ghost Hunters and
Paranormal Activity, Long Island
Medium and When Ghosts Attack
have piqued interest like never
before.

So when someone who has had
these experiences, who had a gift
for feeling the sixth senses offers
to share her abilities with others,
people are interested.

Lucky Belcamino is a spirit
medium, an intuitive healer, a
para-psychic, a Tarot reader and
is co-founder of New England
Paranormal Society based here
in Winchendon.

At a very young age Lucky
was open to the magical world
of psychics and mediums, as the
women in her family were gift-
ed shamans and healers. Lucky’s
maternal grandmother Dorothy
Shattuck Runge died when Lucky
was just six months old, but visit-
ed Lucky when she was age 8 and
instilled the” gift” to her by visit-
ing her one night and appearing
and whispering to her, ”You have
it and will know when to use it”.

Growing up she was accus-
tomed to seeing magical and
mysterious things happening
at home when Lucky and her
sisters would get together but it
never frightened her, only piqu-
ing her interests more into that

realm. Many years went by and
she never formally used her gifts
with others only around fami-
ly and friends until she was in
Gettysburg PA and visited the
Gettysburg Orphanage where
a little soul had communicated
with her and it changed her life.
She has been on this path for
a while now and is very excit-
ed to be offering her services in
Winchendon, where she and her
wife Candace share a home.

Lucky is a very warm and com-
forting sensitive who takes pride
in being able to provide validation
and direct communication with
loves ones who have passed on.
She has been involved in many
open gallery psychic readings
and private readings along with
hosting psychic and paranormal
events around New England.

Lucky will be offering private
one on one personal spiritual
psychic readings or tarot card
readings. She also will be offering
guided sessions to help individ-
uals develop their own gifts and
assisting in drumming circles
with Will her business partner.

Will is a Reiki master and will
be available for specialized mas-
sage and healing.

The Holistic Mystic on Central
will open Saturday and on Sunday
afternoon will have a small grand
opening. The business readings
and massage are open by appoint-
ment only and can be reached at
(978) 297-1301.

Wighendr

COURIER CAPSULES

EARLY VOTING

201 votes were cast in Winchendon during
the first two days of early voting this week
as Massachusetts joined more than 30 other
states in permitting that practice.

Town clerk Judy LadJoie said 111 ballots
were cast Monday and another 90 people
voted Tuesday. LaJoie is keeping a daily
record. “It has been amazing,” she acknowl-
edged Wednesday morning.

Early voting continues at town hall every
day until Nov. 3, excluding this Sunday, Oct.
30. Tomorrow the temporary polling place
will be at the town hall auditorium and
is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. On Monday,
where voting will be conducted in the veter-
an’s office at town hall, polls are open 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. On Tuesday (Nov. 1) and Thursday
(Nov. 3) of next week, polling hours will run
from 8 am. to 5 p.m. and on Wednesday,
Nov. 2, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Early voting
ends on Thursday. Election Day is Tues,
Nov. 8.

VENDORS WANTED!

JAFFREY — The VFW Post 5613 Auxiliary
will be hosting the annual Holiday Bazaar
on Saturday, Nov. 26 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
It will be held at the VFW Hall on Hathorn
Road (off Route 202) in Jaffrey.

$15 per space rental, $5 per table rental.
Local artists, crafters and vendors welcome.
Please contact Tracy at tdespres68@gmail.
com or (603) 899-2262 for more information
on how to register. Registration deadline is
Saturday, Nov. 12.

SKATE CLUB

Winchendon Skate Club invites all ice
skaters to join our club Nov.5. We skate
from 8-10 a.m. every Saturday at the
Winchendon School on Ash Street.The 2016-
17 season is right around the corner. The

1€

Winchendon Skate Club provides educa-
tional lessons that teach proper techniques.
We offer learn to skate programs for begin-
ners of ice skating and hockey. Find us
on Facebook-Winchendon Skate Club or
Winchendonskateclub@yahoo.com.

PRETTY IN PASTELS

The Gardner Area League of Artists will
host a Pastel Basics Workshop on Saturday,
Nov. 12, from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m., at its gallery
at 135 Front Str Artist Alicia Drakiotes will
lead participants in experimenting with a
variety of substrates and soft pastels to cre-
ate different finished looks to their paint-
ings. Some materials are provided and a list
of what is needed will be available after reg-
istration. Affiliated with many artist groups,
Drakiotes owns a Fine Arts Studio, teaches
at the New Hampshire Institute of Art, and
has received many honors and awards for
her art. The cost for members is $50 and $55
for non-members. Go to galagardner.org to
register or for more information.

BOY SCOUT SPAGHETTI

JAFFREY — Boy Scout Troop 33 of Jaffrey
will be hosting their Spaghetti Supper on
Saturday Nov. 5 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the
American Legion Hall on Webster Street.
Adult tickets are $8 Seniors are $6 and chil-
dren (10 and under) $6. The menu includes
spaghetti with homemade sauce, tossed
salad, the Troop’s famous garlic bread, des-
sert and assorted beverages.

BASKET SALE

FITZWILLIAM — Gap Mountain Lions
Club, themed baskets, silent auction, penny
sale, and bake sale, Nov 12 starting at 9
a.m. and running until 2 p.m. Village Pond
Community Center 35 Central Square, Troy
NH. Parking is around the common or at the
train depot.

Westminster, Templeton, Phillipston and southern N.H.
e A STONEBRIDGE PRESS PUBLICATION °

HELP WANTED

Substitute Teachers and
Para-educators Needed

Associate Degree
Preferred

Apply to:
Superintendent of Schools
175 Grove Street, Winchendon, MA 01475

978-297-0031
chendricks @winchendonk12.org

wiew.TheHeartOiMassachusetts.com
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Classified Ads...

Serving the communities of Winchendon, Ashburnham, Athol, Gardner, Fitchburg, Leominster,

Courier-,

HELP WANTED
DRIVER
Part time oil truck
delivery driver. Must have
Class II CDL with Hazmat
endorsement. Hi Lo Oil
(978) 297-4456.
CNA/LNA
Broadview is
enthusiastic, motivated,
and caring individuals
to join our staff. Looking
for CNA/LNA candidates
to fill part time positions
on our 3-11 shift and our
11-7 shift. We have a very
unique, employee friendly
environment that includes
free meals during every
shift! If interested email
Lindsey at Lconnor@
broadviewassistedliving.
com.
JOB SEEKERS
Job Seekers Networking
Group hosted by North
Central Career Center
and Greater Gardner
Chamber of Commerce.
Meetings are open to all
job seekers and are held
on Wednesdays from
1-2 p.m. at the Chamber
conference room, 29
Parker St. 2nd floor,
Gardner. Contact the
Chamber at (978) 632-1780.
EMPLOYERS
These help wanted ads
are FREE! Contact the
Courier to find out how to
get help for your business
by calling (978) 297-0050
X 100 or email ruth@
stonebridgepress.com.
FOR RENT
ROOMS FOR RENT
Downtown Winchendon,
immediate occupancy:

seeking

located on second floor

in secured, peaceful,
friendly, well maintained,
quiet & drug free building.
Independent group of
older gentlemen to co-
habitat, hallway & bath
facilities are shared. 1
parking space, dumpster
use, heat/HW included,
electric included (except
AC in summer). $475
per month. References,
income verification,
first & last to move in.
Applications  available:
Dick’s Place Barbershop,
298 Central St. (978) 297-
2281.

GOODRICH
APARTMENTS
Now taking applications.
Call for guidelines. (978)

297-0231. TFN

SERVICES
All in One Painting:
interior, exterior, power

washing, decks. More
than 25 years experience,
fully insured, free

estimates. (603) 305-4974 or
leo@allinonepainting.net
TFN

WANTED

WANTED

Motorcycles, ATVs,
scooters. Cash paid for
good deals. (978) 297-1800.
11.1.16

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS
Drum  teacher Leon
LaPlante seeks used

instruments and drum
stands to help out high
school students. (978) 297-
1250.

MAIL to: the Winchendon Courier
91 Central Street, Winchendon, MA 01475

Fax Coupon: 978-297-2177

For more info., call 978-297-0050

4 WEEKS — $20

Write your ad here:

* 30 words or less

e Additional words 50¢ per word

«.FAX US

978-297-2177

Address:

Deadline: Friday at Noon .
own:

Phone:

SO, MO REFLNTD FoR EARL GANEELATION
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DRAWDOWN

continued from page Al

property value and water quality.

“We’ve kept this lake clear for a
long time,” he said. “If we can Kkill 30
to 40 acres of milfoil, we won’t have to
treat it. Those are resources we can
use elsewhere.”

Lewandowsky said he is concerned
that if they do not treat it now, it’ll
grow out of control.

He said the association went door-
to-door to 156 homes, and 153 home-
owners said they were in favor of the
three-foot drawdown.

Two residents had issues with a
shallow well, and one resident did not
answer.

“There is no resident in town not
in favor of this,” Lewandowsky said.

Commission member Tony George
said it was disturbing for the associa-
tion to sit in front of the commission
and tell people who have a problem
with the well that they need to fix it.

“You can’t put a pump into the
lake,” George said. “We’re coming
into cold season. I do not think any-
one wants to do that. To me, that’s not
the solution.”

Officials with the Monomonac
Lake Property Owners Association,
which represents lakeside resi-
dents on the Rindge side of the lake,
said they would be willing to work
with the Winchendon Springs Lake
Association to come up with a work-
able contingency plan to address
problems that may arise with wells
resulting from a three-foot drawdown.

The association conducted a survey
and received a 60 percent response
rate.

The Conservation Commission
voted unanimously to allow a two-foot
drawdown, but continued the public
hearing to its next meeting on Nov.
10. At that time, if a contingency plan
is developed to help property owners
whose well may be affected, the com-
mission could vote to allow the three-
foot drawdown, being sought by the
Lake Association.

launched in 2000 by New
York city public school teach-
er Charles Best which began
at his school, spread across
the city and eventually
across the country. Murdock
received about $2,500 after
Principal Josh Romano,
no stranger to googling for
grants, (“I'm always looking
for free money,” he remind-
ed), discovered Donor’s
Choice.

“We thought it would be
really cool if we could have
a ‘live lab’ here,” enthused
Larson.

Fairbanks explained how
it came about. After Romano
found the program, “we post-
ed on the site at the end of
June and by mid-July we
were fully funded. The sup-
port from donors all over the
country was incredible not
only from a monetary stand-
point but also in their words
of encouragement,” she
said. Fairbanks and Larson
co-wrote the Donor’s Choice
application.

The original application
said MHS students “need
these materials in order to
expand our live lab and their
overall science experience.
The terrariums and aquari-
ums will be set up and main-
tained by students working
collaboratively.”

That sounds pretty dry.
But let Fairbanks point out,
“Our start came in the form
of an informal student ques-
tion regarding an unwanted
pet snake. I, being terrified of
snakes said, ‘NO WAY’, but
if T don’t take it, who will?
The student responded, ‘ah,
we’ll just let it go behind our
house’. T nearly died. ‘NO,
NO NO. We’ll take it. You
can’t just let non-native spe-
cies go’. AndsoI havea LIVE

snake,” she recounted.

(Editor’s note - when the
Courier visited the live lab
Thursday, we could make
out the head of the snake at
one end of the tank and the
tail on the far opposite end. It
was not a small snake)

“They were,” Fairbanks
added of her students,
“intrigued, grossed out, inter-
ested, and appalled. A couple
weeks later, I came upon a
giant water bug on the foot-
ball field and brought it into
the classroom. Curious, I did
some research and found
these bugs eat fish. I was
shocked but had to find out
if this was true. I purchased
feeder fish and...waited. The
interest it caused was almost
as alarming as the bug’s
vicious attack and feeding
habits. It was then I realized
our students’ science expe-
rience could be much more
engaging and meaningful
with alive lab,” she reflected.

“Absolutely,” agreed
Larson. “Sometimes you see
their eyes light up...”

As for those bearded drag-
ons? Credit the community
for them, as well as a 70-gal-
lon tank and Russian tortois-
es. There was also a grant
from Robinson-Broadhurst.

“We’ve  been blessed
with funding from them,”
Fairbanks noted.

Senior intern Brooke
Harris is also enthused.

“I think I want to be a vet
and it’s a great experience
to be able to work with these
animals,” she said, adding
she and other interns help
feed the varied species as
well as keeping the ‘living
quarters’ clean.

“I'm having a lot of fun,”
she stressed, “and we'’re
learning a lot. This is a great

77\
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Morgan St. Pierre photos

Murdock senior Brooke Harris is interning in the science department
and has taken on the task of caring for the miniature zoo.

program.”

Bottom line? “Students
experiences vary based on
the course in which they are
enrolled. Biology focuses on
the organisms needs and
habitats. Environmental sci-
ence looks at sustainability
and impact of habitat change.
Anatomy conducts compara-
tive studies and chemistry

assists in water-quality test-
ing,” said Fairbanks, not-
ing, “this is only the begin-
ning. We hope to be adding
a greenhouse, hydroponics
center and more in the near
future in order to expand on
the hands-on learning expe-
rience we are able to offer
our students at Murdock.”

CHANGES

continued from page Al

In some cases, the
description of the duties
of a committee were
omitted, as that was not
considered to be material
for the charter, but was
better placed as policy
elsewhere in town docu-
ments.

In only one area was
the BOS hesitant to throw
its support totally behind
the changes.

Selectman  Michael
Barbaro pointed out that
having the town manag-
er only responsible for
signing the financial war-
rants would eliminate
any checks and balances.

“Members of the
Selectmen should also
sign the warrant and see
it. Just as one more step,”
said Barbaro.

The members of
the Charter Review
Committee agreed to add
that language to the sec-
tion for consideration.

The first change other
than modernizing lan-

guage is under Article 2,
legislative branch requir-
ing that anyone named to
a committee, either spe-
cial or standing will be
required to be registered
voters of the town.

The sections describing
the makeup and duties of
the planning board and
capital planning commit-
tees were struck from
the charter at this point,
as the descriptions were
deemed to be extraneous
and not necessary to the
charter itself but policy.

The next actual change
is under Article 3 which
sets the terms of all elect-
ed officers as beginning
on July 1.

Only modernizing lan-
guage was done to the
recall section of the char-
ter, no changes to the
requirements were made.

Under section 3-2 for
the Board of Selectmen,
thelanguage was changed
a bit to reflect that the
members were not eli-
gible employees for rea-
sons of health insurance,
but are eligible for cer-

tain reimbursements for
expenses. The language
that states they will serve
without a salary has been
stricken, leaving a possi-
bility for a change in the
future.

Under Article 4, town
manager, the language
requiring residence in
the town has been strick-
en from the charter.

In addition, the duty
of supervising the town
accountant is no longer
under that jurisdiction.

Under Article 5, Fiscal
Procedures, the Capital
Improvements Program
is spelled out in this sec-
tion, including the make
up of the advisory com-
mittee. The schedule of
the annual budgeting
process is under this sec-
tion including the pre-
ferred presentation.

A section  under
General Provisions for
the removal of a either
a town officer of a mem-
ber of a multiple member
body is better spelled out.
The person in question
cannot be subject to the

provisions of other con-
tracted language such
as state civil service law
or a collective bargain-
ing agreement. The lan-
guage states a person
“may be suspended by
the appointing author-
ity, or after notice and
opportunity for a hearing
removed from office by
the appointing authority
for good cause.”

The term good cause
could mean, but isn’t lim-
ited to, incapacity other
than temporary illness,
inefficiency, insubordi-
nation and conduct unbe-
coming the office.

But the language
doesn’t guarantee a hear-
ing or a right to reap-
pointment.

The changes have been
reviewed and confirmed

by town counsel.

The Charter Review
Committee, which has
been working on the
changes for months, was
thanked for the hard
work. The approval of
the changes is article two
on the special town meet-
ing scheduled Monday,
Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. at the
Murdock High School
auditorium.

St ienTunY

Service Directory ads offer sellers the
fastest and most affordable way to
advertise. From apples to azaleas,

Chryslers to condos, the directory is the
way to sell! Give Ruth a call today to
place your ad: 978-297-0050

SUPERINTENDENT

continued from page A4

When Capital Skills sent us that let-
ter and gave us that check, a large
one for a small school, they said our
program is designed to “connect high
school students to new career-orient-
ed classes in computer science, video
game design, web design and advanced
robotics programming.” Let me tell you
what that means in practical day-to-day
terms and how that will make a differ-
ence for our students once they finish
high school.

Mike Fontaine’s third floor high
school classroom, where he’s teaching
an honors Computer Science principles
course which we hope will morph into
an Advanced Placement class is a state
of the art facility, featuring big screen
monitors and a 3-D printer and lots of
space befitting a vibrant and growing
program. Physical surroundings can
make a difference and students enrolled
in the class are working in a bright,
energetic environment.

As part of the class, students will
have the opportunity to design apps and
programs of their own and that’s where
Google comes in. Most of us know how
to use Google as kind of an encyclope-
dia or wide-ranging answer book but it
also includes a lot of tools with which
students will be able to utilize their
own games and web designs. This is
important because if they’re interested
in employment in the tech field, the
creativity they're being allowed and
encouraged to use will serve them well
in an industry which by its very nature

thrives on outside-the-box thinking.

We’re trying to get students interest-
ed even before they reach high school
and we’d especially like to see more
girls follow that path since studies sug-
gest girls tend to become less interested
as they get older for a variety of reasons.
We want to reverse that trend. The mid-
dle school under teacher Sheila Hunt
has an engineering club and middle
school students have visited the high
school program to see what opportuni-
ties lie ahead. School librarian Jenna
Morin has collaborated with Mike and
Sheila to offer students exposure to
many technological possibilities. Jenna
has something called “maker space”
which enables students to explore dif-
ferent facets of technology and coding
without the pressures of being graded
on their work.

All of these are designed to fulfill
our primary responsibility — prepar-
ing students for life after high school.
We are confident the background and
knowledge they are gaining at Murdock
will have them ready to fill entry-level
positions at companies like Google if
they choose to look for jobs after gradu-
ation and will as well have them ready
for upper-level college courses.

In a world ruled by technology, we
have an obligation to have our stu-
dents as ready as we can to deal with
ever-changing challenges. Murdock is
well-positioned to do just that. Thanks
to our teachers we’re the undisputed
leaders in the region when it comes to
technology education and we’re going
to continue to build on our pioneering
program.

25,000 Unique Visitors Every Week!
www.TheHeartofMassachusetts.com

ATTORNEY DAVID A. LAPOINTE
= DIVORCE & FAMILY LAw
OUI/CRIMINAL DEFENSE

WILLS & ESTATES ¢ PERSONAL INJURY

49 Central Street, Suite 3 Winchendon, MA 01475
Tel (978) 297-2390  Fax (978) 297-3673

dlapointe @attorneylapointe.com * www.attorneylapointe.com

YOUR AD HERE!
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BRUCE'S BURNER SERVICE

Heating Systems Cleaned,
Repaired & Installed

0% Interest and large rebates
avallable for new installations

ﬂlc/e V’ Cloutier
\97'@ 297-181 5

Lic. #016828

Auto Lube& Repair

Auto detailing by Ashlie o
See us for your automotive needs g
-Mon-Fri 8am-5pm e Sat 9am-1pm

47 Water St. ¢ (978) 297-4645
rscarter72@verizon.net

Over 25 yoars
Interior - Exterior P
Powerwashing =
Decks

FREE ESTIMATES! °

Wil work guaranteed |
FULLY INSURED

Leo Shepard
Owner

603-305-4974

leo@allinonepainting. net
www.allinonepainting. net

f Dnndg Dave*'s

HANDYMAN
978-895-5507

No job too small -We do them all!

DISCOVER

WINCHENDON m.thownwab.mm

Serving the community since 1878

(978) 297-0050 x100

Winchendon

Made you look? Others do too.
Keep your business in the public’s eye: advertise in the Courier
ruth@stonebridgepress.com

A Stonebridge Press Publication
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POLICE STATION

continued from page Al

The saga began in 2010 when
local voters green-lighted the
purchase of the courthouse in
a transaction which mandated
the then owner to pay for the
work needed to turn the build-
ing into a police headquarters.
That plan dissolved when the
state Supreme Judicial Court
ruled such “turn-key” deals
weren’'t legal because they
bypassed open bid rules.

Two years later, voters
approved spending $2.75 mil-
lion for a new station on a site
to be determined by a search
committee. Eventually, that
group settled on the court-
house and surrounding prop-
erties, which was bought for
$800,000 and under two million
was spent on the renovation
process.

“It was a lot of hard work
but it was truly worth the
wait and is a great example of
Winchendon ‘working togeth-
er’,” said Chief Dave Walsh,
who thanked, “the residents
of Winchendon without whom
this project would not have
been possible.”

The new building includes
briefing and interrogation
rooms as well as a conference
room, a significantly larger dis-
patch center, separate gender
locker rooms for officers and
holding cells which are handi-
cap accessible.

Walsh traced the history of
what he called the “Classical
Revival brick building which
was built in 1908 by J. Frank
Burt and appropriately named
the Burt Building.”

The building has housed a
variety of businesses over the
last century, including a cloth-
ing store and several pharma-
cies and was home to numer-
ous other entities, including
the Artisan Lodge of Masons,
as well. There were even dental
offices in Room 8 which is now
Walsh’s office.

“The second floor still retains
most the beautiful popular
woodwork and original glass

Selectman Mike Barbaro and Rep.
Jon Zlotnik.

transoms with office num-
bers which are still functional
today,” he pointed out.

Back in 1926, the police
department was housed in
town hall on Front Street,
remaining there until the 1980s
when it moved into the just
vacated Pleasant Street facil-
ity. It was in 1937 when the
department began using vehi-
cle patrols which previously
had all been conducted on foot.

Walsh has been chief for a
year which leaves him a long
way to go to match the tenure
of Robert Callahan, who head-
ed the department for 47 years
between 1890 and 1937 before
reaching the then mandatory
retirement age of 70.

By the 1920s the Winchendon
Electric Light and Power com-
pany had moved in and some
50 years later, the Winchendon
court took over the second
floor, subsequently occupying
the whole building until the
court moved to Gardner in
2009.

Walsh cut the blue ribbon
stretched across the entryway
on Central Street and spoke
to the crowd gathered in front
of the station. He pointed out
the great support he and the
department have received
from the Selectboard, Robinson

DTl Birafien

Broadhurst Foundation,
Winchendon School, and the
many committees that were
involved during the entire pro-
cess of attaining and renovat-
ing the building.

Walsh admitted, “When this
first came about, I didn’t total-
ly embrace the older building.
I just wanted a building.” He
repeatedly heard people com-
ment on the beautiful old wood-
work. “Since we’ve moved in,
I’'ve embraced it,” he said, “to
the point where it’s almost an
obsession.”

“When the court relocated,”
said Walsh, explaining how
the department has come to
occupy the building, “it was
proposed the building would
be a suitable site for a police
facility. It met the space needs,
already had jail cells, handicap
access and an elevator. Several
committees were established
including the Public Safety
Development Committee and
the Public Safety Works Study
Committee.”

In September 2013, the BOS
accepted the deed to the build-
ing. In October of 2015 construc-
tion started and was completed
in September of this year.

“This building is rich with
history. People I have spoken
to have fond memories of shop-
ping or sitting at the soda foun-
tain in the pharmacy. We will
continue the stewardship of
this building and hope this is
a sign of revitalization of the
Central Street area,” he said.

Highlights of the day includ-
ed the awarding of a citation to
the police department by the
state legislature by state Sen.
Anne Gobi and state Rep. Jon
Zlotnik.

Chairman of the Historic
Commission Corey Bohan
again explained the citation his
commission had already pre-
sented Walsh, for the depart-
ment’s work in preserving the
historic integrity of the 1908
building. But Bohan had a
second gift, a photo from the
1940s era with a very proud
Winchendon police officer
front and center celebrating
a successful operation with
a large cigar. Bohan said
attempts to identify the officer
had so far been unsuccessful,
but it was important the old
photo be part of the collection
at the police department.

Among the artifacts at the
new police station are a collec-
tion of old police equipment,
badges and handcuffs now kept
as carefully preserved remind-
ers of a different way of life.
Walsh said he appreciated the
hard work his predecessors
had to do in his job.

A Baldwin chain nipper or
twister, used from the 1870s
through as late as the 1930s,

Photos by Morgan St. Pierre, and Tracy Gambill.

Sen. Anne Gobi, Police Chief David Walsh and Rep. Jon Zlotnik with the legislative citation.

The new facade at 80 Central St.

BOS Chairman Barbara Anderson, Chief David Walsh and Town Manager

Keith Hickey.

Superintendent Steve Haddad, American Legion Treasurer David Johnson
and Robinson-Broadhurst trustee Bud Fletcher listen to the presentation

by Chief David Walsh.

was displayed. An officer would
wrap the chain around the sus-
pect’s wrist, twist, and hold the
T-shaped handles in order to
bring along the apprehended.
People would likely break their
wrist if they resisted or tried to
escape. A mechanical version
called the Argus Iron Claw,
also on view, replaced it in the
1930s and was used for over
30 years in police departments
around the world.

With the help of Winchendon
History and Cultural Center
President Don O’Neil, Walsh
had compiled the history, and
had collected photos for fram-
ing and was now able to pre-
serve the artifacts to add to the
ambiance of the new station.

The building meets the pres-
ent needs of the police depart-
ment with room for future
growth. The men and women
in blue smiled and showed
their pride in their new home.

Among its many features,
the building has handicap
accessibility, an elevator,
male and female locker rooms,
ample space to secure evidence
properly (including locked
storage and refrigeration)
and improved security with
anti-ballistic walls.

The first floor houses the
roll call room, dispatch center,
interview rooms, three holding
cells, a processing room, evi-
dence lockers, and break room.
Tall doorways with transom
windows perched high above
mark entries to offices and
conference rooms on the sec-
ond floor. This floor also has
locker rooms, a workout room,
and conference room. Officers
now have enough space to eat,
change, and write reports in
separate rooms.

Some officers alluded to the
fact that their demeanor is
better in the new facility. It
isn’t uncommon to see some
staff arrive early and leave late
because they want to spend
time in the building.

Police Chaplain Father Mike
Clements blessed the build-
ing and those who serve the
community from it. “May this
building be for them a place
of safe haven, a place of hope,
a place of justice. May it stand
as a testimony of good will and
good work.”

As part of the festivities K9
officer Clyde was outside and
introduced to those who want-
ed to meet him. The Kiwanis
Club provided free refresh-
ments and Keller Williams
Real Maliska Real Estate pro-
vided desserts.

When asked, a few of those
who toured were glad the police
were in their new, expanded
quarters.

“This is a great space, where
they should be right on Central
Street in the middle of town.
A very visible presence and
so much better for them,” said
Skip Wood.

The public should know
about an area along the side
of the building, in the parking
lot, that is designated “Internet
Purchase Exchange Location”.
This is a spot where online
buyers and sellers can meet
in person to complete transac-
tions under police surveillance
cameras. The security cameras
monitor the area 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

(Contributing to this story
were Tracy Gambill and editor
Ruth DeAmicis)

A smiling Chief David Walsh welcomes the public into the new police sta-
tion.
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These 15,143 local
homeowners chose [FF~2
our windows.

an Andersen Company

= Our MA and Southern NH customers
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Why have 15,143 MA and NH
homeowners chosen us?

No pressure. During your Free Window Diagnosis, SAVE sz , 5

we'll give you an exact, down-to-the-penny price
ON EVERY WINDOW!'

that we'll honor for an entire year.

Must call before November 6th!

113 years of window expertise. We're the
replacement division of Andersen, the window and SAVE s1oo
door company that your dad told you to trust.

No middleman to deal with. We are the ON EVERY PATIO DOOR!

full-service replacement window division of
Andersen. There’s no runaround between the ——— plus ——
installer and the manufacturer
because we handle it all, from No No No
custom-building to installing to

money down payments interest

< warranting all our products.*

We won't sell you vinyl. We've fO r 1 yearﬂ

replaC'Ed thousands Gf PDDr-quallty Interest accrses from the purchase date bat is waived if paid in full for 12 months
vinyl windows and patio M Pl e

— ! doors, so we made our
- | windows with our Fibrex® Make an appointment and
"“ ) composite material, get a price that’s good for
\ which is two times an entire year!
' . stronger than vinyl.

4

S byAndersen. ¥as

WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Andurxcnhunp;lm'

The Better Way to a Better Window

Call for your FREE

- -
Window and Patio 1 -800- z 09- z 746

Door Diagnosis
DETAILS OF OFFER — Offer expires 12313016, Mot valid with other offers or prior purchases, 5275 off each window and 5700 off each patio door with no money down and
12 months no payments, no interest when you purchase 4 or more windows or patio doors between 61416 & 1231416 with approved credit. Savings comparison is based
on the purchase of a single unit at regular list price. Asvailable only at participating locations. Other discounts and financing options mailable for other purchase levels, See
your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License sMid BOB0983 WI266951 Excludes M insurance work per MSA 125E.66. VA License #3705155684, DC License
#430215000125, MHIC #121441. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal

by Andersen” and all ather marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2006 Lead Surge LLC. All
rights reserved, *5ee limited warranty for details,

< Renewal g5
5\\
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2016 Big E
Cheese Competition
Award Winners

Try Our Newest Cheese
Fresh Farmer’s Cheese:
Herb Garlic, Traditional \
Or Cranberry Orange

OCTOBER Cheese 0f The Month
\0 Gouda with Fenugreek

All Yankee
Candles 25%

"/ $1.00 0ff Per Piece 0ff Everyday

Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm, Sat. & Sun. 10am-5pm
SMITH’S COUNTRY CHEESE, INC.

20 Otter River Rd., Winchendon, MA
978-939-5738 « smithscountrycheese.com

Join our Cheese Buyer’s Club
Buy 9 Pieces of Our Award Winning
Cheeses and get the 10th FREE!

Clark Memorial YMCA
155 Central St.
Winchendon, MA
www.theclarkymca.org the £
978.297.9622 &

We have many offerings to serve all of your
health and wellness needs including:

-+ Swimming and Gymnastics lessons

- Competitive teams

- Youth and Adult sports

- Childcare for before and after school
and even while you work out

-+ Awide variety of group exercise classes

Think Gift Certificates
Jor the Holidays

Carriage House Restaurant
Rt. 12 ~ Winchendon 987.297.1089
www.winchendoncarriagehouse.com

HORSE & BUGGY FEEDS

180 School Street
Rt. 12 N, Winchendon

M §78-297-2518

m Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 8-5
www. horseandbuggyfeeds.com

A subscription to the Winchendon Courier
makes a great Gift

IN COUNTY

26 WEEKS - $22.50
52 WEEKS - $45.00
3 104 WEEKS - $76.00

For More Information Call 1-800-367-9898 ext. 103

GALA

Clark

on the borizon

When Wendell P. Clark envisioned a community center for his
town in the mid-20th century on property right downtown, he wrote
that he was interested in the YMCA movement and its tenets.

At first, the Clark Memorial center was set up on its own, but a
few years ago the Board of Directors went the Y route, and now the
Clark Memorial YMCA offers even more programming, and has the
benefit of using materials and training offered by the nationwide
non-profit entity.

It’s all still locally controlled and locally funded though. The way
Clark envisioned it.

The local funding piece is key.

Keeping costs down means there are some needs though; because
another piece Clark envisioned was having his community center
available to all; no matter their economic ability to pay. To that
end, the Clark has a fee structure that includes sliding scales and
scholarship programs; and always makes certain everyone has the
ability to use the facilities.

That means there must be fundraising to help pay for everyone to
keep the programming in place.

To that end, one of the most popular is happening next week as the
10th annual wine and beer tasting, including the silent auction, raf-
fles, and this year the entertainment includes a live band all kicks
off on Friday, Nov. 4.

Organizers are excited this year about the plans for the evening.

Kelli Pixa, business manager at the Clark, has been working to
plan this evening for months; and is pleased to present this version
to the public.

“It’s going to be great!” she enthused. “All the proceeds will be
used for the scholarship fund so all families and children can enjoy
membership, aquatics, gymnastics, before and after school and
summer camps. This is important and we appreciate the help.”

The Beatles tribute band Beatles For Sale will be on hand; beer
samples by Wachusett Brewing and wine samples provided by
Westminster Pharmacy and Wine Shop. The cheese pairings will be
provided by Winchendon’s own Smith’s Country Cheese.

Silent auction items will be many and varied, there will be a vari-
ety of raffles and there is usually a few surprises in the mix.

It’sa great night, and the price is right. This year, the event is being
held at American Legion Post 193, 295 School St. in Winchendon.
Entire tables of eight can be pre-purchased for $300; call or email
Pixa at k.pixa@clarkymca.org or (978) 297-9622.

Individual tickets are $25 each and can be pre-purchased at the
YMCA or at the door. The event begins at 6:30 p.m.

So put on your dancing shoes, twist to the music of the Beatles and
support the Clark Nov. 4.

OUT OF COUNTY
26 WEEKS - $30.00
52 WEEKS - $56.00
3 104 WEEKS - $90.00

=

Winchendon.

Serving the community since 18

Reﬁect on Beads

15% OFF
with this ad
Exp. 11/4/17

fn“j 15 Central St.
Winchendon, MA
# (978) 297-3536
B & =

2017
MEMBERSHIPS (<
ONSALENOW =

at both Shattuck & Winchendon
10% off until Dec. 1
2 COURSES FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
Pay for 2017 now, play free the rest of
2016 golf season

$29.00 18 holes riding at Winchendon or
$35.00 18 holes riding at Shattuck
with coupon play any day good till
the end of the 2016 golf season only.
Call WGC @ 978-297-9897 or Shattuck GC @
603-532-4300 sterlinggolf.com.

Call For Information 603-532-4300
shattuckgolf.com Or sterlinggolf.com
for more information

Ther)
SHATTUCK

F === = = = -

 ~" Our gift selection B )

has expanded.
Unique local items may be just the
thing this holiday season

~ Since 1991~ Q_,
68 Central St., Winchendon, MA 01475
(978)297-3959

toeachhisowndesigns.com

Winchendon 2 urir

Serving the community since 1878 A Stoncbridge Press Publication

Bepaﬂ
of the
Shop

ey Local

OPEN 1 Initiative

S I S -

978-297-0050 or email
ruth@stonebridgepress.com

ourier

A Stonebridge Press Publication

SENIOR RATES
26 WEEKS - $19.50
Q52 WEEKS - $38.50
J 104 WEEKS - $62.50

Circulation Department * P.O. Box 90 ¢ Southbridge, MA 01550



	WINA102816_01
	WINA102816_02
	WINA102816_03
	WINA102816_04
	WINA102816_05
	WINA102816_06
	WINA102816_07
	WINA102816_08
	WINA102816_09
	WINA102816_10
	WINA102816_11
	WINA102816_12
	WINA102816_13
	WINA102816_14

