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FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Nurse Education 
Program has been recommended for 
reaccreditation by the Accreditation 
Commission for Education in Nursing 
(ACEN), Inc.  

“Reaccreditation is important to our 
nursing program and to the Central 
Massachusetts area, particularly since 
the closing of  Becker College’s nursing 
program. To date, we have integrated 
54 former Becker students into QCC’s 
nursing program and anticipate 24 will 
graduate in December and another 15 
in May 2022,” said QCC President Luis 
G. Pedraja, Ph.D. “As the country and 
our local region continue 
to experience a nursing 
shortage, QCC’s nursing 
program is delivering 
vitally needed healthcare 
professionals to the work-
force pipeline.”

QCC’s Nurse Education 
program has been accred-

ited by the ACEN since 1983. The pro-
gram recently went through a compre-
hensive reaccreditation process by a 
team from the ACEN, which resulted 
in a recommendation for the program 
to receive an eight-year accredita-
tion. Accreditation is a voluntary pro-
cess that confirms that a high standard 
of  excellence exists in a program.

“It is always in a student’s best inter-
est to seek and enroll in a program that 
is accredited.  It signifies to potential 
employers that they have been prepared 
within a program that has established 
a higher standard of  expectations,” 
said Patricia Creelman, professor of  

Nurse Education at QCC. 
“Additionally, it is import-
ant for a graduate to com-
plete an accredited pro-
gram to facilitate appli-
cation and acceptance at 
higher levels of  nursing  

QCC’s nursing program 
recommended 

for reaccreditation

Auburn tops Leicester 
for Tarentino Cup

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – The statewide 
push to improve mental health 
treatment received significant 
momentum with last month’s 
passage of  a bill by the State 
Senate.

Titled “Mental Health ABC 
Act: Addressing Barriers to 
Care,” the legislation is aimed 
at reforming mental healthcare 
across the state and increasing 
access to treatment options.

The bill passed unanimously 
in the Senate late last month. It 
will now move on for review by 
the Massachusetts House. 

“Mental health is as critical 
as physical health, and this 
bill continues an important 
process of  how mental health 
services are delivered, helping 
to remove the stigma with a 
major leap forward in making 
sure people can access the men-
tal healthcare they need and 
deserve,” said Sen. Anne Gobi, 
of  Spencer.

Already a major challenge 
in recent years, mental health 
struggles have been exacer-
bated during the pandemic. 
Isolation, employment loss, 
remote learning issues, mask 
mandates, and COVID-19 appre-
hension have all contributed to 
increased anxiety and mental 
health challenges for people of  
all ages.

If  the new bill receives final 
approval, residents would have 
expanded options to receive 
mental health treatment. This 

includes eligibility for res-
idents to receive an annual 
mental health exam covered by 
their insurance provider.

The bill also requires all 
insurance carriers to use one 
standard credentialing form 
for healthcare providers. 
Additionally, the legislation 
calls for a quicker turnaround 
time for approval of  a completed 
credentialing request. Officials 
said these new requirements 
will benefit patients, providers, 
and healthcare systems. 

“This legislation is the 
first step toward putting the 
Commonwealth on a pathway 
to developing a more integrated 
system of  mental healthcare 
delivery,” read a statement 
released by Senator Cindy 
Friedman. “The Mental Health 
ABC Act removes barriers to 
timely quality care, provides 
the state with more effective 
tools to enforce existing mental 
health parity laws, and invests 
in the mental and behavioral 
health workforce pipeline.”

To that end, the bill autho-
rizes a pilot program through 
the Department of  Higher 
Education, in consultation 
with the Department of  Mental 
Health. The program is aimed 
at creating a workforce pipe-
line to encourage and support 
individuals from diverse back-
grounds to work toward careers 
in mental health. 

“With this initiative, we 

Newly passed bill 
aims at mental 
healthcare reform

DUDLEY — The 
29th Annual  Shepherd Hill’s 
Festival of  Crafts was held at 
the Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School. Along with more 
than 125 New England Crafters 
and Artisans with top-quali-
ty handcrafted items, raffles 
and food trucks, the Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy 
Class of  2022 participated. 
Professor Sarah Watson, MSN 
Ed, RN of  Worcester led the 
volunteer  practical nursing 

students with Blood pressure 
and Finger Stick Blood Sugar 
screenings. 

“It’s a wonderful opportu-
nity for the students,” said 
Watson. “I am glad to be join-
ing Shepherd Hill’s Festival 
again.” 

Watson led a group of  stu-
dent volunteers in the past but 
have missed the event last year 
due to the pandemic. Suzanne 
Taylor, MSN, RN invited 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 

Academy and coordinated the 
practical nursing student’s 
participation. 

“We are grateful that 
Professor Taylor invited 
us and continue to give our 
practical nursing students 
the opportunity to be of  ser-
vice to the community,” stated 
Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN Academy 
Director at Bay Path Practical 

Bay Path Nursing students participate 
in Shepherd Hill’s Festival of Crafts

Photo Courtesy

Rebecca Lorre of Oxford, Felisters Mburu of Shrewsbury, and Evalyne 
Njoroge of Southbridge volunteers at the Shepherd Hill’s Festival of Crafts.

Please Read FESTIVAL, page A6

Please Read BILL, page A6

BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

LEICESTER — The inaugural Tarentino 
Cup Thanksgiving Day football game was 
one for the books.

The clash between Auburn and Leicester 
High, two top high school football programs 
in Central Mass., did not disappoint. The 
newfound holiday tradition set a high bar for 
meetings to come in the future.

The contest went back and forth and 
offense was not at a premium. The outcome 
was not decided until the last play of  the 
game. With just 10 ticks left on the game 
clock, Leicester’s offense set up for one last 
play at Auburn’s 46-yard line.

Senior quarterback Mike Mero corralled 
the shotgun snap, rolled to the right avoid-
ing pressure, and launched a catchable ball 
into the end zone intended for fellow senior 
Luke Clay. Unfortunately for the Wolverines, 
opposing Auburn senior Mike Nadeau 
played it perfectly and caught his second 
interception of  the game to clinch the 34-31 
win for the Rockets.

“Ten seconds left, I knew Mike Mero, I 

knew him growing up. I know he has a 
strong arm,” expressed Nadeau. “I cheated 
backward and I saw it, went up for the ball, 
and landed into the end zone. The clock hit 
zero and it just felt amazing.”

Nadeau also caught the game-winning 
touchdown for the Rockets midway through 
the fourth quarter on a crucial fourth-and-8 
play from Leicester’s 14-yard line. The 
Rockets were able to start with great field 
position trailing 31-28 following a Leicester 
touchdown drive early in the fourth quarter 
due to a big kick return by senior running 
back Nate Jette.

The Rockets set up from the Wolverine 
42-yard line and put the pressure on right 
away with a strong run game. Five plays 
later Auburn had first-and-10 from the 
opposing 16-yard line. In what looked like 
an easy scoring drive, the Leicester defense 
stepped up and played swarming defense let-
ting up just two yards on three plays forcing 
the fourth-and-8.

Despite three straight plays that got 

Photos courtesy Mark Seliger, markseliger.smugmug.com

Auburn’s Mike Nadeau hauls in a pass versus Leicester.

Please Read TARENTINO, page A15

Please Read QCC, page A6
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The 2020 holiday sea-
son was unlike any other. 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
was still affecting daily 
life across the globe over 
the final months of  2020, 

prompting many families 
and individuals to alter 
holiday traditions they’d 
embraced for decades. 
That included how people 
shop. Many people avoid-

ed in person holiday shop-
ping in 2020. However, 
the successful rollout of  
various COVID-19 vac-
cines has made in per-
son shopping safe again. 

That’s good news 
for local business-
es and great news 
for shoppers, who 
may have forgot-
ten just how much 
they can benefit 
from shopping in 
person.

• In person 
shopping is con-
venient. Much 
is made of  the 
convenience of  
online shopping. 
And it’s undeni-
able that the abil-
ity to shop at all 
hours of  the day 
and night is conve-
nient. However, in 
person shopping, 
especially when 
shopping for oth-
ers, is much more 
convenient than 
shoppers may 
realize. When 
shopping in per-
son, shoppers can 
get a feel for an 
item, size it up 
and even inspect 
its quality prior 
to purchasing 
it. That can save 
shoppers from 
that disappointing 
feeling of  receiv-
ing an item in 
the mail only to 
realize it’s poor-
ly made or oddly 
sized and there-

fore unlikely to fit its 
eventual recipient. 

• In person shopping 
isn’t all about shipping. 
Shipping speed is a sig-
nificant factor for online 
shoppers, and that may 
affect just which gift 
they give come the hol-
iday season. According 
to a Dotcom report titled 
“How Fast Delivery and 
Quality Packaging Drives 
Customer Loyalty,” 87 
percent of  shoppers sur-
veyed indicated shipping 
was a key factor when 
deciding whether to shop 
with an e-commerce 
brand again. That’s an 
important consideration, 
as shoppers may be more 
inclined to buy an item 
from a retailer 
simply because 
of  their shipping 
speed capabilities 
and not because 
of  the quality 
of  the item and 
whether or not it’s 
what they want to 
give to their loved 
one. Shopping in 
person removes 
shipping from the 
equation, ensur-
ing gift givers 
will give a gift 
they truly want to 
give and not just 
the one that will 
arrive on time.

• In person shop-
ping allows for 

more accessible brows-
ing. Within minutes 
of  entering a store and 
walking around, shop-
pers may see a handful of  
gifts that will ultimately 
be great for various peo-
ple on their lists, even if  
they had no idea what 
to get prior to entering. 
That ability to browse is 
more difficult when shop-
ping online, especially 
when buying from online 
retailers with massive 
inventories of  a range of  
products. Such sites often 
require visitors to pick 
a category to streamline 
their searches. That’s not 
always easy or enjoyable 
for shoppers who cherish 
the opportunity to uncov-

er hidden gems or more 
unique gifts that aren’t 
available all over the 
internet.

• In person shopping 
gets shoppers out of  the 
house. Since the onset 
of  the pandemic, people 
have spent more time 
than ever within the con-
fines of  their homes. The 
2021 holiday shopping 
season provides a great 
opportunity to get out of  
the house and disconnect 
from devices. Shoppers 
can even do so alongside 
friends and family mem-
bers they weren’t able to 
see last holiday season.  
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— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp.1/31/22

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Pint Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 17
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

Sargent’s Barn
FORD FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1984

Bedrooms • Sofas • Tables • Entertainment • Cabinets 
Chairs • Beds • Sectionals • Dressers... and More! 

Check out our Bargain Basement for one-of-a-kind deals!
508-892-4077 

18 Sargent St., Leicester, MA
1/4 mile from Worcester line, just off Rt. 9 West

Furniture can 
be ordered. 

NEED 
STORAGE?

ADDITIONAL SAVINGS 
ON ALL FLOOR SAMPLES

HOURS: 
FRI & SAT 10-4; SUN 1-4

Available in many colors
Solid Wood –

American Made

  $799 8-12 weeks 
delivery

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Casual 
Waterfront Dining 
on Lake Lashaway

Give The Gift Of 
Delicious Food & Drink

A Dining Gift Card from 308 Lakeside will delight 
anyone on your list! Great for stocking stuffers too! 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333  308 lakeside.com

Gift 
Certificate

Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9. Closed Mon.
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

The Framer’s Gallery
Heritage Mall • 567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 508-832-6111

framersgalleryma.com
Hours: Monday-�ursday 9-6; Fri 9-5 • Saturday by Appointment • Sunday Closed 

We have handmade gi�s from local artists
We have a variety of 

readymade frames, prints, 
pottery and wooden bowls 

from local artists.

Fine Craftsmanship • Experienced Designers • Custom Framing 
Outstanding Print Selection • Photo Restoration

ROAST PRIME RIB OF BEEF
Call 508-478-0871

Full Boneless Prime Rib
Feeds 14 People 

With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus 
and Dessert 

Full Rib $499.99

Half Boneless Prime Rib
Feeds 7 People 

With Mashed Potatoes Au Jus 
and Dessert 

Half Rib $259.99

Route. 16, Mendon, MA • 508.478.0871 or 508.473.5079

All orders must be in by Dec. 22  & picked up on Dec. 24 between 1pm  & 3pm 

BONELESS for your convenience • Includes: Prime Rib Cooked or Uncooked, 
Mashed Potatoes Au Jus and Dessert

“NOTE… PLEASE ORDER EARLY!!!!!!!

Pumpkin Bread $15.99 doz. | Cinnamon Rolls $15.99 doz. 
 Onion Rolls $15.99 doz. 

New England Steak and Seafood
Announces ~ Christmas Dinner To Go!

To 
Go!

OR

Extras

Let us do the work for you
Boneless for your convenience 

Cooked or ready to cook YOUR CHOICE

The benefits of in person holiday shopping 

Bay Path LPN on inspiring tales, 
perseverance, and resilience

CHARLTON — Before 2021 ends, the 
inspiring story of  Isabella Boateng, 
LPN of  Manchester, Conn., needs to 
be heard or read. As a novice Licensed 
Practical Nurse, she did not let the fact 
that the COVID-19 pandemic could deter 
her. She plowed through nonetheless.  

A perfect proof  is her approach to 
her practical nursing education at 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy. 
She was nominated and elected to two 
top posts, that of  being student rep-
resentative and as an officer of  the 
UNICEF Club. She was a finalist for the 
Massachusetts Vocational Association’s 
Post-Secondary Student of  the Year 
Award. She participated in multiple vol-
unteer activities. She did not let COVID 
become an obstacle to her nursing jour-
ney.  

According to Boateng, “chew and 
pour, pass and forget” was a learning 
strategy she adapted for her prima-
ry and secondary education in Ghana. 
Chew and pour, pass and forget is a met-

aphor in Ghana which means memoriz-
ing to pass a test without necessarily 
understanding the concept. “Because 
of  this experience, math has always 
been my favorite subject,” said Boateng, 
“give me the formula and I will be 
your Eratosthenes!” Academic writing 
required critical thinking and was not 
incorporated into the curriculum in her 
early years of  education hence writing 
was not much of  a favorite. Boateng 
added that the “chew and pour, pass and 
forget” method of  learning contributed 
to multiple failures in her academic 
journey in the US. “From 2015 to 2018 
I had withdrawn from a GED class and 
dropped out of  eight general education 
classes in two different community col-
leges,” said Boateng. “I did not realize 
at the time that “chew and pour” was 
the problem. It was not until Boateng 
enrolled at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, received her first grade of  
“A” for Medical Terminology then just 
as quickly scored poorly for her first 

Fundamentals of  Nursing examination. 
Boateng narrated, “I had no idea that 
the 3-page, 60-item questions on the 
Fundamentals of  nursing examination 
would primarily be based on patients’ 
safety translated into what would you do 
as a nurse? The questions were multiple 
choice and multiple response forms (in 
the nursing world, the dreaded select 
all that apply).” Boateng then realized 
that she had “chewed” only the key 
points. Unlike the medical terminology 
test, fundamentals in nursing required 
critical thinking and a thorough grasp 
of  the concepts.  

Boateng lamented, “Immediately, my 
sympathetic nervous system (fight or 
flight mode) was activated; my heart 
rate elevated, and my palms were sweat-
ing. The fear of  failure creeping into my 
mind made matters worse!” 

Boateng said, “My mind was blank, 
not even an educated guess could save 
me, and sure enough as the results came 
a couple of  days later, I had blown it.” 

Even though she struggled she also 
thrived. And thrived she did, through 
her resilience, perseverance, and the 
encouragement she received.  

“One of  the things I admired about 
Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy 
was the opportunity given to students 
who failed the 73 percent benchmark 
to participate on an examination 
review,” said Boateng. “And so, I set 
up an appointment to meet with the 
Academy Director, Dr. Bolandrina for 
a Fundamentals exam review. Upon 
arrival on campus, I parked my car, 
made my way to the main entrance, 
and all the while my heart was beating 
frantically.”  

The Practical Nursing Office was a 
study in contrast. 

According to Boateng, “It was cold 
yet vibrant. Even though it was run by 
women, it was not expressed in pink 
and purple.” 

Turn To BOATENG page     A5



Local EXIT Realty affiliated 
office welcomes new team 
members

WORCESTER — EXIT Beacon Pointe 
Realty is pleased to announce that 
Alaina Quebec and Felix Mensah have 
joined its growing team of  dedicated 
real estate sales professionals.

EXIT Beacon Pointe Realty, locat-
ed at 435 Shrewsbury St., third floor, 
Worcester, is a proud member of  EXIT 
Realty New England’s rapidly expand-
ing network of  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y 
owned and oper-
ated brokerages 
across the region.

About EXIT 
Realty

EXIT Realty is 
a company found-
ed and built on 
human potential. 
A full service, for-
w a rd - t h i n k i n g , 
real estate fran-
chisor with offic-
es across North 
America, EXIT 
has to-date paid 
out more than a 
half  a billion dol-
lars in single-level 
residual income to 
its associates. The 
Expert Marketing 
Suite™ including 
geolocation Smart 
Sign™ technol-
ogy gives sellers 
an edge in a com-
petitive market-
place. A portion of  
every transaction 
fee received by 
EXIT Realty Corp. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
is applied to its 
charitable fund, 
and to-date, $6.8 
million has been 
allocated to chari-
ty. For more infor-
mation, please 
visit www.exitre-
alty.com and www.
joinexitrealty.com.

WORCESTER — The Greater 
Worcester Community Foundation 
is pleased to announce its Board of  
Directors has voted unanimously to 
hire Jim Ayres as its new president and 
CEO. Ayres comes to the Foundation 
from Strategies for Collaborative 
Impact and Justice Consulting as its 
principal consultant and founder. 
Prior to that, Ayres served as the Vice 
President of  Programs & Strategy for 
the Community Foundation of  Western 
Massachusetts, the Interim President/
CEO of  the United Way of  Pioneer Valley, 
and as the CEO/Executive Director of  
the United Way of  Hampshire County.

“After a thorough search with the 
Foundation’s priorities in mind, Jim 
emerged as the unanimous choice 
to lead as the new CEO,” said J. 
Christopher Collins, Chair of  the Board. 
“The Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation is focused on promoting 
broader awareness of  how philanthro-
py can offer leadership and support to 
address critical needs in Worcester and 
Worcester County. With Jim’s history of  
building community, through gathering 
voices with a commitment to diversity, 
equity and inclusion, he has the essen-
tial qualifications, energy and expertise 
to strengthen our organizational lead-
ership and propel this entire organiza-
tion, and our varied missions, forward.”

“I’m thrilled to be joining the Greater 
Worcester Community Foundation,” 
said Ayres. “The Foundation is a tre-
mendously important and impres-
sive organization, and I believe this 
is an exciting point in time for the 
Foundation, the city and region.”

“Over the past decades, I’ve been for-
tunate to have worked to build opportu-
nity, improve lives, and strengthen com-
munities through leadership in philan-
thropy and organizational develop-
ment,” adds Ayres. “Now working with 
the amazing communities in Worcester 
and Worcester County, I’m particularly 
eager to begin engaging those who’ve 
historically been shut out, while keep-
ing the concept of  equity front-and-cen-
ter in our planning, decision-making, 
and organizational self-reflection.”

Ayres will step into the role on 
January 3, 2022. Former Chair of  the 
Board Carolyn Stempler has served as 
the Interim CEO of  the Foundation for 
eight months.

“On behalf  of  the Board of  Directors, 
the Corporators, the staff, the volun-
teers, and all the communities we serve, 
we want to thank Carolyn for her exem-
plary leadership over the past 8 months 
during this time of  leadership transi-
tion,” said Collins. “Carolyn’s commit-
ment, professionalism, and understand-
ing of  the Foundation’s needs during 
this time were invaluable and we were 
so lucky to have her.”

“I’m so thankful to have had the 
opportunity to work with the staff  of  
the Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation as they’ve remained resil-
ient through this time of  transition,” 
said Stempler. “I am proud of  my 13 
years of  service to the Foundation and 
look forward to watching the continued 
efforts as it serves the entire greater 
Worcester community.”

As President and CEO, Ayres will 
lead a team of  11 employees and will 
work closely with GWCF’s Board of  
Directors. Core focus areas for the CEO 
will include strategic direction, gov-
ernance, program development, busi-
ness operations, financial management, 

personnel management, and commu-
nity relations. Programmatically, the 
Foundation is currently working on 
arts/culture initiatives as well as look-
ing at community issues through the 
lens of  racial disparity.

Ayres holds a Master’s in International 
Affairs with a specialization in non-gov-
ernmental organizations from the 
Fletcher School of  Law and Diplomacy 
from Tufts University, a Master’s in 
Business Administration from the 
Isenberg School 
of  Management 
at the University 
of  Massachusetts, 
and a Bachelor 
of  Arts from 
H a m p s h i r e 
College. He cur-
rently resides 
with his family 
about 60 miles 
west of  Worcester 
with plans to 
move to Central 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
after the comple-
tion of  the current 
school year.
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy 
in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106 
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone 
call.

In Memory of Cole 
William Victor At 
Powdermill Park 

In Spencer 
43 Smithville Rd, 

Spencer Ma
Please Join Us On 

December 12th From 4-5pm 
43 Smithville Rd, Spencer MA

We will be offering free 
refreshments while singing 
some Christmas carols and 

visitng with Santa before 
lighting the tree!

Tree 
 Lighting
      Ceremony

Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

Meet Apple Pie! This sweet 8 month old 
girl is so excited to meet her new family! 
She gets along great with kids, cats and 
dogs. She is an energetic girl who loves 
to play! She is smart and ready for puppy 
training. If you think Apple Pie could be for 
you, please email adopt@baypathhumane.
org today!

PET of the 
WEEK 

EAST 
BROOKFIELD 

3 bedroom apartment for rent 
first floor, laundry hookups, 

off street parking, 
NO dogs, 

plus utilities. $1100/month 

call 
508-450-8926

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care 
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

Greater Worcester Community 
Foundation names Jim Ayers 

President and CEO

Jim Ayers

DON’T 
MISS 

A THING!



CHARLTON — Bay Path 
Regional Vocational Technical 
High School has released its 
honor roll for the first quarter 
of  the 2021-2022 school year.

Grade 12
High Honors: Connor 

Barton, Justin Barton, Alexia 
Brawn, Catalina Burden, 
Dylan Butkus, Diego Canovas, 
Isabella Capuano, Jackson 
Chaffee, Stephanie Chege, 
Anaya Compres, Carter 
Coughlin, Izabella Coughlin, 
Marisa DeJesus, Chloe Dexter, 
Lillian Dolan, Erin Donahue, 
Marlee Donohoe, Nathan 
Dreitlein, Lillian Dunkerton, 
Gensies Gonzalez, Julia 
Graveson, Cameron Hafner, 
Nicholas Hunter, Logan 
Johnson, Cole Komssi, Bethany 
Lasell, Andrew Leach, Amber 
Mercon, Jovanni Morales, 
Olivia Morin, Samuel Murillo, 
Aidan Oosterman, Angelina 
Ortiz, Paige Osche, Jayna 
Schmohl, Ethan Shanbaum, 
Sarah Simpson, Olivia St. 
Germain, Scarlet Tarveras, 
Mackenzie Tupai, Tyler 
Verrier

Honors: Aidan Adler, Lana 
Antocci, Adrian-Nicky Antwi, 
Thomas Becker, Dominic 
Benvenuti, Jayde Berthiaume, 
Sadie Bickford, Brian 
Bonnette, Kylie Bouchard, 
Hayden Bourgeois, Rebecca 
Boutilette, Patric Campbell, 
Graham Carbonneau, Adriana 
Carignan, Tinaya Chauvin, 
Aiden Chernisky, Yadrial 
Colon Vega, Chynna Cote, 
Kaden Cote McGrath, Dylan 
Cotton, Hailey Cournoyer, 
Kevin Cunningham, Chad 
Cutroni, Jack Dalton, Kurtis 

Davis, Cody Douglas, May 
Emsiranunt, Johnathon 
Ferreira, Daniel Gautier, 
Isabella Gervais, Alex Gilfoy, 
Amie Grenier, Nathan Gulkin, 
Ashley Hamel, Julia Higgins, 
Zachary Hinman, Anthony 
Hudon, Ivory Morgan, Molly 
Johnson, Chloe Johnson, Kira 
Kalwarczyk, Lucas Kaufman, 
Ryan Kempskie, Kevin 
Kilcourse, Tiffany King, Jason 
Kozlowski, Taylor Labrecque, 
Anthony Lang, Jacob LeBrun, 
William LeCuyer, Casey 
Levasseur, Lexie MacDonald, 
Marguerite MacKenzie, Ian 
Malone, John Marchetti, 
Emma Marcotte, Anthony 
Martins, Brandon Martocci, 
Alannah Matthews, Madigan 
McManus, Richard Menard IV, 
Cadie Miller, Aaron Mitchell, 
Brayden Nolette, William 
Ofori, Gabrielle Packard, 
Samuel Parker, Aaliyah 
Perez, Ilias Perez, Rachael 
Plaud, Hunter Pocis, Krystal 
Quadarella, Lukas Rafferty, 
Caleb Renaud, Carlos Rosado, 
Jacqueline Ross, Alex Saad, 
Luzyvette Sagastilelbelza-
Lopez, Zachary Sargent, 
Kristina Scott, Anthony 
Seymour, Daniel Sibert, Chloe 
Sicari-Swinimer, Katrina 
Somers, Caroline Soucy, Kyra 
Stevens, Isabella Tanacea, 
Francheska Toribio-Polanco, 
Jalissa Torres, Camden 
Towns, Aaliyah Tremblay 
Collins, Jared Tucker, Rohan 
Vaidya, Kyle VanCott, Adriana 
Vazquez Gonzalez, Yamaira 
Vega Torres, Mateusz Zych

Principal’s List: Princess 
Angela Agyeman, Makayla 
Aubin, Thomas Benoit, Brianna 
Bond, Samantha Brown, Kyle 

Burlingame, Andrew Cannon, 
Jayden Caribo, Nathan Cuff, 
Brayden Decker, Alyssa Evers, 
Laura Featherstone, Colin 
Gagne, Brady Garabedian, 
Nicholas Gosselin, Joseph 
Guinard, Declan Johnson, 
Kailey Jones, Kayleigh Kanz, 
Wyatt Kelly, Ryan Komssi, 
Cody LaMonda, Madison 
Martin, Thomas Martin, John 
Martinek, Evan O’Malley, 
Elijah Paddock, Adalius 
Rivera, Evanie Rodriguez, 
Keith Roycewicz, John 
Schramm, Isabella Strzelecki, 
Kristina Sylwanovicz, Jomar 
Torres, Aaron Trahan

Grade 11
High Honors: Samuel 

Audunsson, Olivia Beaudette, 
Cheryl Dolson, Brenna 
Donohue, Elizabeth Dreitlein, 
Evan Gelineau, Barry Hanson, 
Emma Hesselton, Samantha 
Inangelo, Aiden LaFrance, 
Sydney Lamontagne, Judly 
Maignan, Erika Melendez, 
Jaysi Miller, Mackenzie 
Morrisey, Merissa Murray, 
Sabrina Rodrigues, Abrahm 
Routhier, Wyatt Sadusky, 
Jazlynn Santana, Arminda 
Simoes, Sawyer Smith, 
Jonathan Young

Honors: Jake Aho, Lukus 
Bachand, Sincere Bailey, 
Haven Banks, Cauy Beaver, 
Quinn Beck, Alexander Besaw, 
Benjamin Besaw, Constantine 
Billis, Samuel Boria, Emma 
Boulet, John Boyle, Aleana 
Brayton, Dennis Brunelle, 
Miranda Burden, Matthew 
Casati, Daniel Chaffee, Michael 
Chansignavong, Isabella 
Coleman, Makayla Collins, 
Abraham Colon, Anthony 
Comforti, Libby Condrate, 
Ryan Couture, Edgardo Cruz-
Merced, Ryan Davis, Cam’Ron 
Desrosiers, Ronald Desrosiers, 
Ty Dupuis, Zachary Finizza, 
Jayden Flanders, Alexis Fleck, 

Evan Frost, Casey Gallagher, 
Aiden Gelardi, Emily Gelineau, 
Noah Gilspin, Adrian Gonzalez, 
Osiris Gonazlez, Devon Goulet, 
John Guerin, Julius Guillen, 
Lauren Hennessy, Luke Hill, 
Tatyanna Johnny, Grace Jones, 
Summer Jordan, Angelica 
Joubert, Matthew Kallgren, 
Marissa Keefe, Hunter 
Kelley, Nakia L’Ecuyer, Anna 
L’Esperance, James LeProhon, 
Ayden Letourneau, Gianaleze 
Lopez, Yamilisha Machado, 
Michael Mallette, Matthew 
Marchetti, Matthew Marshall, 
Connor McCarthy, Dylan 
McDonald, Rachel McMenemy, 
Jayme Melanson, Trinity 
Mercier, Yerilian Miranda-
Colon, Dominic Moniz, Stephen 
Ngaruiya, Jonathan Norman, 
Jonathan Nussey, Kiyana 
Perez, Damon Provencal, Jacob 
Provencher, Timothy Putnam, 
Jenisey Ramos, Rozlyn 
Robillard, Nolan Sharry, Terry 
Simon, Ronin Simone, Lucas 
Soloperto, Naomi Soriano, 
Emma St. Francis, Evan St. 
Cyr, Damion Szafarowicz, 
Alexzander Tetreault, Brayden 
Therrien, Jacob Thomas, 
Patrick Tierney, Walfry Torres-
Rodriguez, Lucas Welton, 
Emily Westwell, Jacob Wilga, 
Jackson Wright

Principal’s List: Ayan 
Ahmad, Coulton Benvenuti, 
Arriana Cabana, Evanise Calo 
Resto, Julia Canty, Hailey 
Carlson, Amanda Christianson, 
Grace Comeau, Caleb Jude 
Corpuz, Lillian Cortis, Noah 
Cowher, Amanda Englund, 
Lucas Farnham, Collin 
Farrell, Tori Fontaine, Zachary 
Fritze, Maximilian Frullo, 
Amber Girard, Makenzie 
Gonzalez, Nathan Goozey, 
Eyan Karlowicz, Delaney 
Kirkorian, Anthony Leite, 
Angus Mackenzie, Mackenzie 
MacRonald, Xavier 
Marquez, Jaime 

Marrero, Kyle Moody, Dylan 
Morrison Ilvonen, Cameron 
Nolette, Gabrielle Oikle, 
Machaen Pacheco, Amelia 
Peterson, Georgios Pirperis, 
Patrick Prudhomme, Emma 
Rannikko, Katelynn Richard, 
Madri Rodriguez-Carpenter, 
Jonathan Saad, Kieya Santerre, 
Aaron Stieglitz, Cassandra 
Trondillo, Wade Wolanski

Grade 10
High Honors: Jacob Alden, 

Sophia Balestracci, Caitlyn 
Burke, Rachel Carpenter, Olivia 
C. Carrier, Meredith Clark, 
Kirsten Congdon, Mariselle 
Cosme, Dylan DeJesus, Robert 
Fleck IV, Jenna Gajewski, 
Ethan Gallant, Simon 
Greening, Tristan Hanson, 
Bridget Hast, Derek Hosley, 
Carly Impey, Abigail Kibaru, 
Emma Levasseur, Maggie 
Mullaly, Adrianna Navarro, 
Kayla Nguyen, Peter Nhan, 
Noah Okolita, Wendy Ramirez, 
Catherine Sirard, Jacob Sirard, 
Adriana Stanley, Victoria 
Tinsley, Colton Tittle, Jack 
Ugrinow, Stone Zink, Gabrielle 
Zopatti

Honors: Aidan Anderson, 
Jacob Anderson, Kaidra 
Anderson, Avarie Beauchamp, 
Alyesia Bellamy, Hailey 
Benoit, Lindsey Berthiaume, 
Alex Beshiri, Luke Boliver, 
Andrew Bousquet, Ryan Bray, 
Samuel Brill, Vincent Brink, 
Riley Caruso, Evan Christiano, 
Jomar Cintron Perez, Yanieris 
Coldon Vega, Shane Conti, 
Richard Corriveau, Zachary 
Cournoyer, Peter Courville, 
Kyleigh Czechowski, Gabriel 
Dadah, Daniel Daige, Wyatt 
Daoust, Pedro Augusto 
Dasilva, Emma Davidson, 
Emma DeJong, Jeffrey 
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LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Please Call
860.933.5549

GI Joe 
Figures 

+ 
Vehicles 
Wanted

From the 
1980’s & 1990’s

TOWN OF OXFORD
PRIVATE SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS NEEDED 

FOR 2021-2022 WINTER SEASON
COMPETITIVE RATES STARTING AT 

$71.00 PER HOUR
�e Town of Oxford is currently hiring private snowplow 

contractors for the upcoming winter season. �is is an on-call 
position for plowing events on an as-needed basis.

For more information, please visit www.oxfordma.us 
or call 508-987-6006.

ALMANAC

AUBURN
$765,000, 855 Oxford St S, Chan, 

Alexander, and Chan, Cheryl, to 
Leblanc-Keyes, Ashley, and Keyes, 
Adam J.

$655,000, 29 Burnap St, Barbosa, 
Enio, to Atuquayfio, Benjamin C, and 
Atuquayfio, Matilda F.

$539,900, 41 Old Cart Rd, Oconnor, 
John, and Oconnor, Judy, to Toedt, 
Justin, and Toedt, Savannah L.

$530,000, 148 Leicester St, Pickoff  
Properties LLC, to Henderson, Karen.

$514,000, 28 Pioneer Ln, Richardson, 
Sharon, and Richardson, Sigismund, 
to Ullah, Aziz, and Begum, Seema.

$480,000, 19 Laurel St, White, 
Deborah, to Thompson, Meghan, and 
Fierimonte, Anthony.

$470,000, 4 Maria Ave, Vecchio 
LT, and Vecchio, Michael, to White, 
Alissa.

$465,000, 23 Thayer Ave, Rozak, 
Alexander X, and Rozak, Alyssa H, to 
Simonelli, Robert J.

$403,000, 6 Harvard Dr, Pigeon, 
Paula, to Cannon, Benjamin, and 
Cannon, Cathleen D.

$400,000, 18 Waterman Rd, 
Tranhagno, Joice J, to Nguyen, Cuc T.

$392,500, 4 Munger Dr, George, 
Matthew, and Hersey, Joanna, to 
Hale, Jonathan C, and Hale, Nora E.

$385,000, 11 Grove St, Contes, 
Sammy, and Contes, Angela M, to 
Bell, Kevin C, and Trinidad, Yakaira 
B.

$375,000, 25 Wellman St, Kerins, 
Dominique M, and Kerins, William 
J, to Dietrich, Andrew, and Bradley, 
Kate.

$375,000, 7 Manor Rd, Keyes, Ashley 
L, to Hankes, Nicholas T.

$346,000, 3 Magna Vista Dr, Whorton 
Sharon A Est, and Carney, Jennifer L, 
to Casciolini, Christopher.

$325,000, 21 Elmwood St, Harris, 
Jeromy, and Harris, Jessica, to 
Harakles, Cassandra.

$320,000, 5 Prospect Pkwy, Bertel 
Edward H Jr Est, and Dodge, Marlene, 
to Gonyea, Matthew C.

$310,000, 35 Potter Farm Rd, 
Kupstas Maryann C Est, and Kupstas, 
David M, to Turning Point Invs LLC.

$10,000, 4 Burnap Ln, V L& P M 
Tracy RT 2021, and Tracy, Victor L, to 
Barbosa, Enio.
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Denham, Sean Derenas, 
Benjamin Dogerty, Abbigail 
Egan, Jibril Erraihani, Jared 
Evora, James Ferreira, Kacey 
Flanagan, Jonathan Forget, 
Giovanni Garcia, Devin 
Gavaletz, Carmine Giaquinto, 
Rachel Gormley, Kendal 
Griffin, Lucas Grigware, Lucas 
Hafner, Renee Hallaman, Riley 
Heenan, Isabelle Herholz, 
Valerie Hernandez, James 
Heywood, Matthew Huckins, 
Jr., Ian James, Stanislaw 
Janusz, Eva Jerez, Jadyn Katz, 
Jordan Kippax, Alyssa Kutzko, 
Mathew Lach, Julianna 
Laforce, Braeden LaPointe, 
Benjamin LaTour, Anna 
Lehtola, Nolan Libby, Kristina 
Liberty, Andrew Lunn, 
Hannah Luukko, Catherine 
Magnusson, Sarah Martin, 
Shaun McLaughlin, Jenna 
McLeish, Vincent Messier, 
Leah Monti, Dorina Muska, 
Christian Nguyen, Madison 
Nolin, Megan O’Shea, Nason 
Omasta, Vanessa Paddock, 
Gianna Pantalone, Brayden 
Parente, Peyton Parrettie, 
Noalani Perez, Colin Plante, 
Laci Pollone, Jared Powell, 
Logan Powers, Evan Provost, 
Emily Quental, Wyatt Rafferty, 
Jacob Reed, Victoria Roberts, 
Chase Rupert, Daniel Russell, 
Samantha Russell, Cody 
Savary, Amanda Seidler, Paige 

Seymour, Sydney Seymour, 
Ryan Sinkewich, Gerald 
Splaine, Ashton Stockenberg, 
Alan Suklis, Aysha Szafarowicz, 
Trent Szela, Landon Walker, 
Ryleigh Warchal, Thomas 
Wilk, Genesis Williams-Heath, 
Hailey Williamson, Sebastian 
Winer, Charlotte Worster

Principal’s  List : 
Annalease Arnberg, Alec 
Borelli, Caroline Borgeson, 
Samantha Buchanan, Alivia 
Cannon, Eyan Chase, Brielle 
Christenson, Petru Cojocaru, 
Alexia Conrad, LeeAnn 
Dagnese, Nyasia Delgado, 
Dylan Dielin, Marissa Dumas, 
Joseph Fritze, Bradley Graves, 
Alba Henriquez Baez, Nathan 
Josey, Madisyn Kozlowski, 
Abigayle Linde, Albert 
Luciano, Kai Lukasek, Ryan 
MacCormack, Tatiana Marin, 
Marissa Masciarelli, Matteo 
Mastrototaro, Macaylah 
Millder, Cole Mitchell, Avelyn 
O’Brien, Nicholas Pollone, 
Harrison Renard, Colby 
Richardson, Margaret Russell, 
Connor Sentence, Brady 
Staniunas, Brady Suprenant, 
Yasmin Tolomio, Cole Vignali, 
Natalie Walker, Timothy 
Welch, Korey Wood

Grade 9
High Honors: Brianna 

Berrios, Kendall Bond, David 
Boyce, Kendra Brooks, Joshua 
Chumsae, Mikayla Crocker, 
Philipe Dasilva, Ryan Dawson, 
Bryce Dube, Emma Dwyer, 

Reyna Gonzalez, Noah Goulet, 
Matthew Guerin, Keegan 
Hall, Bryce Hutchinson, Elena 
Jerez, Leah Johnson, Anya 
Kittredge, Samuel Lamont, 
Samantha Landgren, Nathan 
Lashua, Lillian Maglich, 
Joseph Mancini, Ayla McGrail, 
Isabel McLam, Jed McManus, 
Cheyene Monsen, Jacob 
Morello, Julian Mucci, Ava 
Murray, Ashlyn Olejniczak, 
Maya Ortiz, Dominic Paldino, 
Raegan Perreault, Willis 
Perreault, Brad Piekarczyk, 
Gabriel Prado, Melany Rebeiro, 
Casey Renaud, Savannah 
Steiner, Cassandra Tinsley, 
Manaali Vaidya, Angelica 
Vega, Alison Welton

Honors: Nicholas Adler, Rima 
Al-Dulaimi, Kaelen Anderson, 
Mackenzie Arsenault, Dominic 
Balducci, Connor Belanger, 
Jessica Benoit, Cherise 
Berthiaume, Joshua Blackwell, 
Lake Boucher, Camden 
Bousquet, Teah Boyd, Kaiden 
Brochu, Noah Brown, Jason 
Brum, Brea Brunelle-Jacoby, 
Julia Burgos, Jameson Burke, 
Jonathan Burke, Trentin 
Buzzell, Aidan Carpenter, 
Johnathon Carter, Matthew 
Chatterton, Jason Checka, 
Mikayla Clyne, Olivia Collins, 
Catherine Comeau, Travis 
Comeau, Noah Cournoyer, 
Travis Cronin, Mariah 
Cutroni, Adison Daoust, Jenna 
Defosse, Jasai Diaz, Madison 
Dolan, Carly Donohue, Gregory 
Downie, Braelyn Dunn, Logan 

Edwards, Gabrielle Erickson, 
Jaden Fall, Ian Farber, Claire 
Farrar, Midrose Freeman, 
Conor Gadbois, Erin Gallant, 
Hailee Gelinas, Avery Gifford, 
Anthony Gonzalez, John 
Gordon, Alicia Graveson, 
Devan Grensavitch, Daniel 
Harris, Abigail Haynes, Joshua 
Hemingway, Ava Iozzo, Kayah 
Jadczak, Jacob Johnson, Eliza 
Kalwarczyk, Sarah Kempsie, 
Katherine Landgren, Emma 
Leclair, Cerina Leinonen, 
Logan Letourneau, Eva 
Lombardi, Evan Lottti, 
Miranda Magalhaes, Nicholas 
Marchessault, Brady Marcoux, 
Dominic Marino, Kyle 
Mazur, Gus McGarry, Emma 
McLaughlin, Jersey Mejias, 
Calle Merchant, Ava Millette, 
Zachary Moody, Sullivan 
Morse, Robert Mousseau, 
William Nixon, Sadie-Mae 
Nobert, Kayleigh Norris, Julia 
Osche, Alaina Pafume, Carmen 
Pantoja, Jonathan Pemberton, 
Shayanne Plaisance, Ryan 
Plante, Eva Powers, Noah 
Recinos Rodgers, Kaylie 
Richard, Julian Rivera, Nevin 
Rivera, Lilianna Rockwood, 
Luzmarianne Rodriguez 
Cirino, Lizmarie Rodriguez-
Soto, Joseph Roman, Jennalee 
Rousseau, Shairy Ruibalj-Rios, 
John Rutter, Brayden Ryan, 
Kaden Sandgren, Jeisery 
Santiago Martinez, Dominic 
Schoff, Benjamin 
Scobie, Corey Scovil, 
Aysel Silva Nieves, 

Ed Simon, Abigayle Simpson, 
Benjamin Streeter, Zaydyn 
Streeter Wornham, John 
Sullivan, Aaliyah Szukutak, 
Kathryn Szretter, Madison 
Teal, Hailie Tod, Isabella 
Tolomio, Matthew Twombly, 
Colin Vaillancourt, Adrian 
Vitkos, Amelia White, Dayzyah 
Wintzel Neely, Kaeden 
Zajkowski-Gonzalez

Principal’s List: Christopher 
Aguilar, Connor Barrette, 
Hope Belford, Adrianna 
Burdick, Reilly Chouinard, 
Ryan Christiano, Nathan 
Clemence, Makayla Collazo, 
Lucas Daoust, Angelina Degon, 
Owen Donofrio, Gabriella 
Dube, Sophia Falconer, Valerie 
Hilner, Alberto Ingram, Skylar 
Johnson-Mello, Jacob Jurado, 
Justin Kelly, Emma Knott, 
Hayden Larson, Alexander 
Lopez, Felix Lopez, James 
MacConnell, Jack Mahoney, 
Aiden McCarthy, Kailyn 
McHugh, Paul McManus, 
Brendan Moran, Yahir Negron 
Claudio, Matthew Nowak, 
Dale Nussey, Morgan O’Malley, 
Seamus O’Rourke, Jack 
Papagni, Isabella Pettinelli, 
Emerson Pitz, Dylan Polinski, 
Nicholas Reardon, Lexiana 
Resto-Nichols, Daniela 
Sanchez, Nicholas Santoro, 
Lynkon St. Jean, Kevin 
Vazquez-Rivera, Nayelix Vega, 
Cayden Young

HONOR ROLL
continued from page    A4
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Community 
     Connection

Your guide to local businesses and events! To join us, please call June at 508-909-4062 
or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 11/29/21 was $2.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.50
50-75......... $3.25
75-150 ....... $2.85
150-300..... .$2.55

300-500........ $2.35
500 PLUS...... $2.20
Duel Fuel...... $3.50
Drop off Tanks..$3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in for a 
delicious meal!

Call For Reservations 
TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
are back!

Delicious early American Fare, 
Now through April! 

View details and reserve on our website.
Gift Certificates Make 

The Perfect Gift!

Home & Garden | Antiques to Farmhouse
Village Paint | Primitives & Country | Candles 

 Handmades  | Patriotic Decor and more

Hours: Thurs-Sun 10am-5pm
146 Mendon St., Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2700 
Check out our photos on Facebook

@primitivegoodssupply 
or just drop by!

Gift Certificates for 
Primitive Lovers

We have a wonderland 
of primitives to 

decorate your home 
for the holidays.
Give a gi� from a 

local shop that will be 
treasured for years 

to come.

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 

Lunch, Dinner, 
and Tasty Treats

Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

508-526-3202   (24/7) 
3 Condon Way, Suite C • Hopedale, MA 01747

katieslimousine@gmail.com | katieslimousine.com
George Courville & Natalie Snay Owners/ Operators

Airport Transportation 
Bachelor / Bachelorette Parties

 Brewery/Winery Tours 
Cruises • Concerts • Casinos • Corporate 

Funerals • Holiday Parties
Nights Out • Prom • Quinceaneras 

 Sightseeing • Special Events 
 Weddings •  Sporting Events

We service Boston/Logan • Providence/TF Green 
 Hartford/Bradley • Worcester • Newark and JFK airports

www.StonebridgePress.com

There were candies on the desk, 
mason jars with printed graduation 
competencies. Through the doors, 
transformation happens. Little 
space and great, big dreams. 

Boateng stated, “On top of  the 
secretary’s computer monitor were 
colorful tiny wooden turtle souve-
nirs in bold colors from her travels 
through Florida and California. In 
addition, the walls were covered 
with clipboards and calendars 
with schedules for lab and exams, 
highlighted in red, yellow, and 
green based on priority. The office 
appeared small for an office that 
served 31 nursing students. On the 
left side of  the white walls was 
the school banner in the official 
school colors of  purple and gold. 
Underneath the banner was a clus-
ter of  books and a wall mount of  
customized numbered 40-pocket 
large clear shoe organizer used as 
student mailboxes.” 

Boateng describes Bolandrina 
as “very efficient and a good role 
model. She had been a nurse for 
over 30 years and came from a fam-
ily of  educators and nurses. She 
has a sweet and kind personality. 

A Filipino-American who is barely 
five feet tall, she walks confidently 
with a stern look, and command-
ed an audience like a giant! She 
and her family volunteers and raise 
funds for many non-profit organi-
zations. Dr. Bolandrina was cer-
tainly someone I did not want to 
disappoint.” Boateng realized that 
the director’s role required her to 
“probe and rectify until a student 
is molded from a civilian into a 
nurse.” 

According to Boateng, “Behind 
all this, you could see the kindness 
in her deep brown eyes, even in her 
most serious look. It was her words 
of  encouragement during the ini-
tial phone call that motivated me to 
proceed with my application. That 
day in her office she again encour-
aged me and reminded me of  how 
far I have come. She told me in 
her warm and soothing tone, like a 
mother talking to her child that it 
all depends on your can-do-spirit.” 

The simple words touched 
Boateng’s heart and persuaded 
her to get over her fear of  failure 
and investigate alternative ways 
to learn. Following examination 
reviews with Dr. Bolandrina and 
completing a learning strategy 
assessment, Boateng’s problem was 
identified. 

“Completing the learning strat-
egy book, I realized I was a visual 
learner, an auditory learner, and a 
kinesthetic learner as well!” said 
Boateng. 

She began incorporating the 
appropriate learning strategies into 
her academics.  

Boateng completed 45 cred-
its at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, graduated in ten months, 
and passed the NCLEX-PN on her 
first try. 

“I cannot believe all the accom-
plishments I have attained,” she 
exclaimed. “Now, I appreciate 
learning new things. I no longer 
just chew and pour but I compre-
hend the material being presented 
and can apply them. I have become 
a better learner,” said Boateng. 

The realization has empowered 
Boateng to go further in her aca-
demic progression. She is looking 
into an associate in nursing degree 
and hopes to go even further. 

“I am confident that I can achieve 
all that I have set my mind to do. 
When I told Bay Path Practical 
Nursing students there’s nothing 
you cannot do if  you put your mind 
to it, I really believe it,” Boateng 
concluded.  

BOATENG
continued from page    A2

Print Advertising is a 
very powerful medium and can 

deliver strongly for you business. 
Consumer immersion in trusted content has a

 massive impact on awareness, trust, 
and effectiveness of its associated advertising.

Media attention scores as applied to regular 
consumers of each medium, with print newspapers 
topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by 

regional print newspapers (76%).

www.StonebridgePress.com

Do we 
have 
your 
attention?

YES!
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Hi! My name is Arianna 
and I love ballet!

Arianna is a sweet and lik-
able girl who likes to dance; 
she especially loves ballet 
and participates in ballet recit-
als every year. She does very 
well with her peers and is able 
to build and maintain healthy 
relationships.

Legally freed for adoption, 
Arianna would thrive in a fam-
ily of any constellation, either 
with or without other children 
in the home, that is able to 
provide her with a stable and 
consistent environment. An 
ideal family for Arianna will be 
able to continue the services 

she has in place to address her academic and social/emotional needs. 
Arianna has established a supportive relationship with her maternal aunt, 
which a family must help maintain after placement

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a 
permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Arianna
Age 14

OBITUARIES

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by William Leary and Susan 
Leary, to Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as nominee for 
Sherwood Mortgage Group, Inc., dat-
ed June 28, 2006, and recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 39318, 
Page 205, of which mortgage the un-
dersigned is the present holder by 
assignment from Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., to GMAC 
Mortgage, LLC, dated September 16, 
2009, recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 44969, Page 302; 
by assignment from GMAC Mortgage, 
LLC, to Green Tree Servicing LLC, 
dated August 19, 2013, recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 51414, 
Page 271; by assignment from Ditech 
Financial LLC f/k/a Green Tree Servic-
ing LLC, to MTGLQ Investors, LP, dat-

ed September 4, 2018, recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 59353, 
Page 321; by assignment from MTGLQ 
Investors, LP, to U.S. Bank Trust Na-
tional Association, as Trustee of the 
Chalet Series III Trust, dated January 
7, 2019, recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 60066, Page 212; and 
by an assignment from U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association as Trustee of the 
Chalet Series III Trust to U.S. Bank Trust 
National Association, as Trustee of the 
Cabana Series III Trust, dated March 
7, 2019, recorded with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds in Book 60172, Page 306, for 
breach of the conditions of said mort-
gage and for the purpose of foreclosing 
the same will be sold at Public Auction 
at 10:00 A.M. on the 21st day of De-
cember 2021, at 853 Oxford Street, 
Auburn, MA 01501, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage,
To wit:
The land in Auburn with the buildings 
with the improvements thereon shown 

as Lot 6 on a plan “Survey Plan Drawn 
by Bertin Engineering Associates, Inc. 
dated October 23, 2003 and recorded 
with the Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds Plan Book 806 . Plan 44. 
The above-referenced Parcel is part of 
the land described in deeds dated April 
27, 1954 recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Book 3625 
page 519 and dated OCtober 11, 1954 
recorded in the Worcester District Reg-
istry of Deeds Book 3861 page 593. 
For title see deed in book 35207, page 
164.
Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-
ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 

in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) by certified or bank 
check will be required to be paid by the 
purchaser at the time and place of sale.  
The balance is to be paid by certified 
or bank check at Demerle Hoeger LLP, 
10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 
02129 within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  In the event 
of an error in this publication, the de-
scription of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 

U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 
as Trustee of Cabana Series III Trust, 

Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorneys,

Demerle Hoeger LLP
10 City Square, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444

November 26, 2021
December 3, 2021
December 10, 2021

LEGALS

AUBURN - Charles J. “Chuck” 
Houston, Jr., 94, of  Wellesley, and for-
merly, a longtime Auburn resident, 
passed away peacefully with his lov-
ing family by his side, on Thursday, 
November 18, 2021 at Waterstone of  
Wellesley. He was predeceased by his 
high school sweetheart and beloved 
wife of  53 years, Mary “Jean” (Halloran) 
Houston, in 2004.

He leaves his devot-
ed daughters, Mary 
E. Quinn and her 
husband Robert, of  
Quincy, and Kathleen 
M. Gannon and her 
husband John, of  
Auburn; his lov-
ing sons, Charles 
J. Houston, III, of  

Nashua, NH, John P. Houston and 
his wife Katherine Read, of  Waban, 
Richard F. Houston and his wife Anne 
Hynes, of  Harwich, Paul V. Houston 
and his wife Tracy, of  Auburn, and 
Michael J. Houston and his wife 
Maude, of  Cambridge; fourteen won-
derful grandchildren: Kathryn Miller 
and her husband Edward, Elizabeth 
Quinn and her husband Jonathan 
Link, Ellen Quinn and her husband 
Zachary O’Hara, Charles J. Houston, 
IV, Shannon Houston and her hus-
band James Wenkert, Abigail Portu 
and her husband Matthew, Peter 
Houston and his wife Megan Clayton, 
Megan Houston and her fiancé Ben 
Graff, Samuel Houston-Read, Rebecca 
Houston-Read, Zachary Houston-
Read, John Gannon, Mary Gannon, 
and Thomas Gannon; six adoring 

great-grandchildren, John Miller, 
Henry Wenkert, Caroline Wenkert, 
Robert O’Hara, Nora Link, and Mary 
Link; his brother, William Houston and 
his wife Sandra; his sisters-in-law, Mary 
Ann Houston, of  Spencer, and Joan 
Houston, of  West Tisbury; as well as 
many nieces and nephews, cousins, and 
friends, including his breakfast buddies 
at The Broadway and Culpepper’s. 

Chuck was also predeceased by his 
siblings, Robert Houston and his late 
wife, Beatrice, of  Auburn, Benjamin 
Houston, of  Spencer, and Frederick 
Houston, of  West Tisbury; and their 
parents, Charles J. Houston, Sr. and 
Ann (Waterhouse) Houston. 

Born, raised, and educated in 
Worcester, Chuck was the oldest of  five 
sons. After battling back from a spinal 
injury caused by a hunting accident 
at the age of  14, he graduated in 1946 
from South High School, where he was 
a star pitcher on the baseball team for 
three seasons. He was named, sever-
al times, to Inter-High all-star teams 
during his remarkable pitching career. 
Chuck graduated in 1949 with a degree 
in business, and continued his pitching 
prowess on the college’s baseball team.

An accomplished businessman, 
Chuck served in leadership positions 
for over fifty years in his family’s com-
pany, Industrial Suppliers of  Worcester, 
co-founded by his father on Summer 
Street in 1946. Chuck, along with his 
four brothers and many talented and 
devoted staff, operated the company 
successfully for decades, expanding the 
business to include locations in Nashua 
and Manchester, NH. 

In 1990, his son Chuck Houston III 
assumed ownership and operated it 
with Paul, and many key long-term 
staff  members. The company expanded 
throughout New England before it was 
sold in 1998 to a publicly traded firm.

 A member of  the Rotary Club of  
Worcester for over fifty years, Chuck 
attended weekly meetings into his 90’s. 
He was made a Paul Harris Fellow for 
his contributions to the club, and he 
always wore his pin proudly on his 
lapel. He was the embodiment of  the 
motto of  the Rotary Club: “Service 
before self.”

 A resident of  Auburn, MA for more 
than 65 years, Chuck often cited the ben-
efits his family had enjoyed from living 
in the town. In his later years, he visit-
ed frequently with friends and neigh-
bors who were frail or homebound, and 
enjoyed attending his grandchildren’s 
school and sports activities. 

Chuck was a founding member 
and long-time parishioner of  North 
American Martyrs Church in Auburn. 

An avid Red Sox fan and season ticket 
holder, Chuck enjoyed watching games 
from the family seats. One highlight 
was the 1999 All- Star game, when Ted 
Williams made an appearance.

In 1992, he was made an honorary 
graduate of  St. John’s High School, 
Shrewsbury, from which all five of  his 
sons graduated.

Chuck was a life-long learner who 
read two newspapers daily and followed 
current events with great interest. He 
loved to meet new people, and was 
known for his warmth, charm, kind-
ness, generosity, and gentle wit. 

In retirement, he and his wife Jean 
enjoyed trips to Scotland, Ireland, and 
Naples, FL. Chuck loved the musicians 
of  the Great American Songbook and 
the music of  Tony Bennett, Johnny 
Mathis, Erroll Garner, and Nat King 
Cole. 

A devoted father who never missed a 
graduation, wedding, birthday, or fam-
ily event of  any kind, he was greatly 
loved and admired by his seven chil-
dren, fourteen grandchildren, and six 
great grandchildren. He will be remem-
bered with love and missed by all who 
knew him.

The family would like to recognize 
the excellent care and kindness of  
the staff  at Waterstone at Wellesley 
Assisted Living facility and West River 
Hospice of  Needham. In addition, the 
family wishes to acknowledge with 
gratitude the wonderful and kind care 
provided by Ms. Regina Pinckney and 
Ms. Mary Margaret Nansubuga, who 
were his devoted guardian angels in the 
last years of  his life.

Funeral services and interment 
will be private at the family’s request. 
Donations in memory of  Chuck may 
be made to the food pantry at North 
American Martyrs Church, Kateri’s 
Kitchen, at 8 Wyoma Drive, Auburn, 
01501, or to the scholarship program 
of  the Worcester Rotary Club, Rotary 
Education Fund of  Worcester, P.O. Box 
3413, Worcester, MA, 01613.

 The Britton-Wallace Funeral Home 
is honored to be assisting with arrange-
ments. www.brittonfuneralhomes.com 

Charles J. “Chuck” Houston, Jr., 94

education.”
A reaccreditation is 

a comprehensive process, 
in which the nursing pro-
gram does a self-evalua-
tion to determine compli-
ance with six standards, 
identified by NCEN. 
These standards relate 
to all aspects of  Mission 
and Governance, Faculty, 
Student, Program 
Resources, Curriculum 
and Program Outcome 
assessment. During 
a three-day visit to the 
College, a ACEN team 
reviewed QCC’s program 
standards, locations, vis-
ited with QCC nursing 
partners and advisory 

boards, and conducted 
interviews with students, 
faculty and administra-
tion.

According to Professor 
Creelman, while many 
programs are recom-
mended to receive a full 
eight-year accreditation 
after a NCEN team site 
visit, what was unusual 
about QCC’s recommen-
dation is that there were 
no areas for improve-
ment identified.

“It is often the practice 
that, while a program 
may meet the particu-
lar standard, they may 
also be recommended to 
improve in particular 
areas identified by the 
evaluators.  There were 
none of  these recommen-
dations identified,” she 

said. “The team was most 
impressed by the compre-
hensiveness of  our prepa-
ration, the enthusiastic 
student body, and the 
extensive resources avail-
able to the program as 
provided by the College.”

The ACEN Board of  
Commissioners will 
make a final reaccredi-
tation determination in 
Spring of  2022.

To learn more about 
QCC’s Nurse Education 
program, visit QCC.edu/
nursing.

For more informa-
tion on QCC, contact 
Karen Hutner, Interim 
Director of  Institutional 
Communications at 508-
854-2842 or khutner@qcc.
mass.edu.

QCC
continued from page    A1

Nursing Academy.  
The Shepherd Hill’s Festival of  Crafts 

is an annual event promoted by the 
Shepherd Hill Music Parents. Students 
from the music department sang 
and assisted with bringing food. The 
Shepherd Hill’s Festival of  Crafts has 
nearly 5,000 people attending annually. 
The celebration highlights the commu-
nity. Vendors are looking forward to 
next year’s celebration. For more about 

the Shepherd Hill’s Festival of  Crafts, 
visit: https://www.facebook.com/shep-
herdhillfestivalofcrafts/

About Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy

Bay Path Practical Nursing is a 
40-week, (10-month), full-time, Monday 
through Friday, evening program. The 
program begins mid-August and is com-
pleted in late June. Graduates receive a 
Practical Nursing Certificate and are 
eligible to take the NCLEX-PN licensure 
exam.

FESTIVAL
continued from page    A1

hope to send a message 
to young people that this 
is valued and important 
work,” Sen. Friedman’s 
statement read. 

Additionally, the bill 
requires emergency 
departments to have the 
capacity at all times to 
evaluate and stabilize 
patients admitted with 
mental health challeng-
es—or to refer them to 

appropriate treatment 
channels or inpatient 
admission. The bill also 
directs the Department 
of  Public Health to issue 
regulations for an expe-
dited process for individ-
uals under 22 years old.

Moreover, the bill 
requires commercial 
insurance carriers to 
cover community-based 
services for individuals 
experiencing a psychiat-
ric emergency. Currently, 
these services are only 

funded by MassHealth.
Finally, the bill directs 

the Department of  
Mental Health to con-
sider factors that may 
present barriers to care 
– such as travel distance 
and access to transporta-
tion – when contracting 
for services in geograph-
ically isolated and rural 
communities.

To learn more about 
the bill, visit www.mass.
gov.   

BILL
continued from page    A1
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ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates
Call or Text

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279  

gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters or gutter cleaning… 

Look no further!

GuttersGranite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

FALL
SALE

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 12/31/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service
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Your employer-sponsored retire-
ment plan is a valuable asset. But 
sometimes things happen that can 
affect the status of  your plan. So, 
for example, if  you work for a hos-
pital that changes ownership, and 
you have been participating in a 
403(b), 457(b) or 401(k) retirement 
plan, what should you do with it 
now?

Basically, you have four options:
Cash out your plan

You can sim-
ply cash out your 
plan and take the 
money, but you’ll 
have to pay taxes 
on it, and possibly 
penalties as well. 
So, unless you real-
ly need the funds 
and you have no 
other alternative, 
you may want to 
avoid liquidating 
your account.

Roll your 
account into your 

new employer’s plan
If  it’s allowed, you can roll over 

your old 403(b), 457(b) or 401(k) 
plan into your new employer’s 
plan. Before making this move, 
you’ll want to look at the new 
plan’s investment options (which 
should be numerous) and fees 
(which should be low). If  you 
move the money directly to the 
new plan, you won’t be taxed at 
the time of  the transfer, and your 
funds can continue to grow tax-de-
ferred.

Leave your plan with your old 
employer

If  your account balance is above 
a certain level, you may be able 
to leave your plan with your old 
employer’s plan administrator. 
You won’t be able to contribute 
any more money to the plan, but 
if  you like the investment options 
you’ve chosen, keeping the money 
in your old plan might be a viable 
choice.

Move your account into a tradi-
tional IRA

One possible advantage to 
moving your 403(b), 457(b) or 
401(k) into a traditional IRA is 
you’ll open up a world of  new 
investment options, because you 
can fund your IRA with virtu-
ally any type of  vehicle, includ-
ing stocks, bonds, mutual funds, 
certificates of  deposit (CDs) and 
exchange-traded funds. And if  you 
already have a traditional IRA, 
you can combine the new funds 
with the old ones, making it easier 
to track your holdings. As is the 
case with leaving your money in 
your old employer’s plan or trans-
ferring it to a new plan, you’ll con-
tinue to benefit from tax-deferred 
growth. Keep in mind, though, 
that IRAs have costs, too, possi-
bly including transaction costs to 
buy or sell new investments. (One 
more thing to keep in mind: When 
you want to move a retirement 
plan to an IRA, you may want 
to make a direct rollover, so the 
old plan’s administrator moves 
the money directly into the IRA, 
allowing you to avoid immediate 
taxes. If  you were to make an indi-
rect rollover, you’d get the money 
yourself, but your old employer 
would have to deduct 20 percent 
for federal taxes, and you’d have to 
deposit the entire balance, includ-
ing the withholding, into your 
IRA within 60 days.)

Which of  these choices is best 
for you? There’s no one “right” 
answer for everyone. You’ll want 
to consider all the options and pos-
sibly consult with your tax advi-
sor and financial professional. 
But do all you can to protect your 
retirement plan – you’ve worked 
hard to build it, and you’ll need to 
rely on it to help you pay for your 
years as a retiree.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert St., 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-5385 
or dennis.antonopoulos@edward-
jones.com.

Managing your 
retirement plan 
under a new 
employer

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to tell all our 

readers to turn to the Opinion pages and read your 
Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Auburn News, P.O. Box 

90, Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or e-mail your letters to the editor at news@

stonebridgepress.news . 
You’ll need to provide your name and place of 

residence, along with a phone number, so we can 
verify the letter is yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if you keep it 
around 600 words or so, you’re going to have a bet-
ter chance at seeing all your words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a particu-
lar issue, maybe a guest Your Turn column is your 
cup of tea. If you do that, try to keep it between 
700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or personal 
attacks are a no-no and could lead to your letter 
not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start writing!

What’s 
your story?

It’s holiday party season, and for most 
of  us that, is a good thing.  We get togeth-
er with friends and family, enjoy some 
eggnog and a plethora of  our favorite 
appetizers.  However, we do know that 
oftentimes, we are invited by our signifi-
cant others to attend a work soiree or we 
are attending one ourselves.  Being in a 
room where you only know one or a few 
people could seem like a daunting task 
for our introverted readers, but have 
no fear — we have ways for you to have 
memorable conversations that you may 
end up actually enjoying. 

Instead of  discussing the weather or 
asking the mundane questions such as 
‘Where are you from?’ why not simply 
ask, ‘What’s your story?’ Other conver-
sation starters include, ‘How do you 
know the host?’ ‘What was the highlight 
of  your week?’ or ‘Are you working on 
anything exciting?’ 

If  you’re shy or feeling a bit awkward, 
you can keep the conversation going 
by talking about the food being served 
or the venue where the event is taking 
place.  Asking a person what they have 
tried so far, and how they liked it is 
an easy conversation starter.  If  you 
research the history of  a place, you can 
always begin with the ‘Did you know?’ 
questions.  We know everyone loves 
a good history story and bits of  local 
trivia.   

If  the person you are speaking with is 
from the area, ask them what they do for 
entertainment in town, including where 
and what their favorite restaurants are.  
Looking up recent sports standings is 
never a bad idea, even if  you don’t par-
ticularly care for sports.  This way when 
you nod and smile, you can have some 
confidence in knowing that you are at 
least somewhat in the loop.  If  you’ve 
bumped into a fellow skier, discussing 
snow conditions and ski hills is an easy 
topic.  Look up a recent odd news story 
that is interesting and humorous, that 
way during a lull, you can say, ‘So, I 
was reading about a man who appeared 
before a Dutch court and requested that 
he legally be made 20 years younger.’  
(Yes, that actually happened; if  we see 
you at a holiday bash, we will fill you 
in.) 

Most conversations remain on the 
surface which is appropriate when you 
don’t really know someone.  However, if  
you feel comfortable and are enjoying 
the conversation don’t be afraid to go a 
bit bolder.  Generally, most people like 
to talk about themselves, not necessar-
ily for selfish reasons, but who doesn’t 
want to be known and appreciated?  We 
all have unique personalities that are 
worth sharing.  

Such questions that go beneath the 
surface may include, ‘What is your big-
gest fear?’ ‘When you were growing up, 
what was your dream job?’ ‘Have you 
been to any interesting places lately?’ 
‘Have you learned anything this week, 
that you weren’t aware of  last week?’   

The easiest thing to do while in con-
versation this month is to ask how a 
person celebrates the holidays.  Asking 
about traditions and the best holiday 
a person has ever had brings up fond 
memories and positive energy. 

These questions tend to snowball nat-
urally and voila a solid, meaningful con-
versation has been had and you could 
even make a new comrade along the 
way. 

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

I hope everyone had a happy 
Thanksgiving and is enjoying the start 
of  the holiday season. There have been 
many antiques, collectibles and auction 
related news reports since my last recap 
over a month ago, so it’s time to get 
caught up. 

In local news, our recent Webster 
auction of  Corvettes, boats, car 
parts and estate items was very 
successful. A 1962 Corvette brought 
the highest amount at $30,000.

In global news, Reuters reports 
that a rare manuscript by Albert 
Einstein recently sold at auction. 
The 54-page manual was written 
by Einstein and Swiss physicist 
Michele Besso, who was Einstein’s 
close friend and academic partner. 
According to Reuters, the manu-
script offered insights on Einstein’s 
theory of  relativity “that laid the 
groundwork for modern cosmol-
ogy and technology such as GPS 
navigation.” The document was 
created by the pair between 1913 and 1914 
and Einstein’s theory of  relativity was 
published in 1915. Documents by Einstein 
from before 1919 are considered very rare. 
The pre-auction estimate was 2 to 3 mil-
lion euros. It sold for 11.7 million euros 
($13.17 million U.S.).

Elsewhere, the holidays just got a little 
brighter for a fan of  the movie “Elf.” The 
outfit Will Ferrell wore while playing 
Buddy the Elf  just sold at an auction 
along with over 1,000 additional pieces of  
Hollywood memorabilia. The Buddy cos-
tume had an auction estimate of  between 
$27,600 and $41,000. An unidentified buyer 
paid almost ten times that estimate when 
it sold for nearly $300,000. The volleyball 
from the Tom Hanks movie “Cast Away” 
sold for even more at $388,750.

Another recent article tells the story 
of  a London-based dealer who spotted 

a rare jade figure in a New York auc-
tion, as reported by England’s Daily 
Mail. In his 2005 book, Geoffrey Munn 
wrote about Fabergé dealers Wartski. 
One of  the objects he discussed was a 

jade T-Rex dinosaur created 
by Carl Fabergé. The piece is 
believed to have been created 
for Russian Emperor Nicholas 
II. Munn and other experts 
believed that the carving was 
lost forever until Munn recently 
spotted it for sale at a New York 
auction house. Prior to going to 
auction, the piece had been on 
display in a local family’s cab-
inet for 40 years. It’s believed 
that a child who played with 
it broke and lost two arms on 
the dinosaur. Despite the dam-
age, the T-Rex surged past the 
$800 to $1,200 estimate to sell for 
over $81,000. Experts think that 
without damaged arms it could 
have brought over $300,000. I’m 

happy to learn that the dinosaur that 
went missing for all of  this time wasn’t 
extinct.

We are currently cataloging the next 
model railroad, die-cast cars and models 
auction which go live this month. We are 
also currently accepting consignments 
of  higher value antiques and collectibles 
for our next multi-estate auction. Sterling 
silver, gold jewelry, coins, antique paint-
ings, old comic books, baseball cards and 
advertising items are just some of  the 
items we are accepting on consignment 
for that sale.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate Sales 
and Appraisal Services www.centralmas-
sauctions.com (508-612- 6111) info@central-
massauctions.com

Latest antique and col-
lectibles news

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

Baking Spices Review
With the holidays 

around the corner, the 
focus turns to homemade 
pies, cookies and other 
comfort food confections 
that conjure up fond hol-
iday memories.  One of  
the simple pleasures of  
churning out home baked 
goods this time of  year is 
the unmistakable aroma 
of  such spices as cinnamon, nutmeg and 
ginger.   Thus, each year at this time I 
review an array of  holiday spices that can 
benefit your health as well as your taste 
buds.  Read on for some unconventional 
ways to spice up your life as well as a 
guide to storing spices.

Note: Do not ingest spices as home 
remedies without proper medical super-
vision. Life threatening allergies, over-
doses, and side effects can occur.

***
Nutmeg: Often sprinkled in a holiday 

eggnog or added to a meat pie, the nutmeg 
spice jar does duty beyond the kitchen 
cupboard,  from clearing a complexion to 
promoting sweet slumber.  

According to the Encyclopedia of  
Healing Foods, a little nutmeg added to 
a glass of  warm milk can lull you off  to 
sleep in record time.

Nutmeg has also been hailed for its anti 
inflammatory properties, which makes it 
a powerful weapon in battling blemish-
es.  To zap a zit, make a paste of  ground 
nutmeg and milk, and apply to pimple to 
reduce redness and swelling.

***
Cinnamon: Move over cinnamon toast 

and apple pie, the spice has a higher 
calling.  Ever since a  study published 
in the journal Diabetes Care found  half  
a teaspoon of  cinnamon daily could be 
helpful in reducing blood sugar levels in 
people with type 2 diabetes, cinnamon 
has been touted  as an additional dietary 
supplement along with conventional med-
ications to fight the disease.

The study also revealed the spice 
reduced triglyceride, LDL cholesterol, 

and total cholesterol  levels 
among the same test group.

Want more?  Research 
from Copenhagen 
University showed a sig-
nificant relief  in arthri-
tis  pain when patients 
were given half  a teaspoon 
of  cinnamon powder com-
bined with one tablespoon 
of  honey every morning 

for a week.
And another study found that the mere 

act of  smelling the spice can boosts cogni-
tive function and memory!

Cinnamon FYI: Microbiologists at 
Kansas State University found that add-
ing small amounts of  cinnamon to sam-
ples of  apple juice contaminated with E. 
coli bug killed most of  the bacteria. Just 
one teaspoon of  cinnamon killed 99.5 
percent of  the bacteria after three days at 
room temperature.

***  
Ginger: Ginger bread and ginger snaps 

are familiar holiday treats, but did you 
know ginger has long been hailed for 
its power to tame a tummy ache? It’s 
also a well known home remedy to treat 
motion and sea sickness.  In fact, in one 
study, ginger was shown to be superior 
to  a commonly used over-the-counter and 
prescription drug for motion sickness. 
reducing dizziness, nausea, vomiting, and 
cold sweats.  

It’s also claimed that ginger can aid in 
relieving arthritis and sciatica pain.   

A simple Ginger tea is made by steep-
ing one or two half  inch slices of  fresh 
ginger in a cup of  hot water.   Or add 
1/8  teaspoon ground ginger powder too 
three cups of  boiling water and let steep 
for a few minutes.

Or, some people simply eat several piec-
es of  crystallized ginger to help relieve 
joint and nerve pain.

***
Allspice: Christmas pudding, mince-

meat and pumpkin pies all benefit from 
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the addition of  allspice, but did you 
know your health can too?

Allspice is famous for its ability to 
relieve muscle aches and pains when 
applied topically.  To make an allspice 
poultice, mix ground allspice with 
water to form a thick paste.  Apply it to 
the body, cover with gauze and relax for 
15 to 20 minutes.

Sipping tea made from the spice can 
also be helpful in relieving menstrual 
cramps and headaches.  

Allspice berries can also be used to 
temporarily relieve toothache pain. 
Simply chew one allspice berry for 
quick relief.

***
More kitchen cupboard Rx:

Soothe a Sore Throat: To relieve a sore 
throat, squeeze one half  fresh lemon 
into one half  cup warm water. Mix one 
tablespoon of  salt and one quarter tea-
spoon of  cayenne pepper.  Gargle with 
the mixture three times per day until 
pain is relieved.  Do not swallow this 
mixture.  

This remedy, attributed to  Dr. Jane 
Guiltinan, chief  medical officer at 
John Bastyr University Natural Health 
Clinic in Seattle, is said to also relieve 
coughs and  fight viral infections.

***
Time to Cure Cough: Did you know 

Thyme may help reduce coughing due 
to a cold?  Make up thyme tea by adding 
a teaspoon of  crushed thyme to one 
half  cup of  boiling water. Allow to steep 
for ten minutes, then strain and sip.  As 
a bonus studies suggest that thyme can 
help maintain brain function and pro-
mote heart health.

***
Halt a Headache: Cayenne pepper is a 

proven pain reliever, especially for head-
aches.  It is said cayenne dilates blood 
vessels to improve circulation.  Before 
you reach for a pain killer, you might 
want to try this: Mix one half  teaspoon 
cayenne pepper in six ounces of  water 
and drink slowly.

***
Cut Congestion: For generations, cay-

enne has been used as a remedy to clear 
a head cold and relieve congestion and 
sinus pain.  All it takes is a dash or two 
of  cayenne powder in a cup of  hot tea 
(preferably with honey and lemon) to 
do the trick!

**
All of  us likely have some aging spic-

es in the back of  the pantry shelf.  To 
use or not to use, that is the ques-

tion!   For some specific guidance on 
when spices expire, here is a round-up 
of  expiration dates of  common spices, 
courtesy of wideopeneats.com:

Allspice: Ground and dried allspice 
lasts about two to three years.

Basil: Fresh basil lasts about five to 
seven days, while ground and dried 
lasts about two to three years.

Bay leaves: Fresh bay leaves last 
about five to seven days, while ground 
and dried bay leaves last about two to 
three years.

Black pepper: Ground and dried black 
pepper last for about two to three years, 
while whole peppercorns last about five 
to six years.

Cayenne pepper: Fresh cayenne lasts 
about five to seven days, while ground 
cayenne pepper lasts about two to three 
years. Like paprika, cayenne pepper 
will last longer in the refrigerator, 
though it’s not required.

Chili powder: Ground chili powder 
lasts about two to three years.

Cilantro: Fresh cilantro lasts about 
five to seven days, while ground and 
dried lasts about two to three years.

Cinnamon: Ground and dried cinna-
mon last about two to three years.

Cloves: Fresh cloves last about five 
to seven days, while ground and dried 
cloves last for two to three years. Whole 
cloves last four to five years.

Coriander: Ground and dried corian-
der lasts for two to three years.

Cream of  Tartar: Ground and dried 
cream of  tartar last about two to three 
years.

Cumin: Ground cumin lasts about 
two to three years.

Dill: Fresh dill lasts about five to 
seven days, while ground dill lasts 
about two to three years.

Garlic: Fresh garlic lasts for four to 

six months, while ground and dried 
garlic each last about two to three years.

Italian Seasoning: Ground and dried 
Italian Seasoning lasts for about two to 
three years.

Jalapeños: Fresh jalapeños last for 
about five to seven days, while ground 
and dried will last about two to three 
years.

Mint: Fresh mint lasts about seven to 
10 days, while ground and dried mint 
last for about one to three years.

Mustard: Fresh mustard, not the con-
diment, lasts for about five to seven 
days. Ground and dried mustard, on 
the other hand, lasts for about two to 
three years.

Nutmeg: Ground and dried nutmeg 
last for about two to three years.

Onions: Fresh onions last for about 
five to seven days, while dried and 
ground onion powder lasts for about 
two to three years.

Oregano: Fresh oregano lasts about 
five to seven days, while ground and 
dried oregano last about two to three 
years.

Paprika: Dried and ground paprika 
last about two to three years.

Parsley: Fresh parsley will last about 
five to seven days, while ground and 
dried will last about two to three years.

Pumpkin Pie Spice: Ground pumpkin 
pie spice will last about two to three 
years.

Rosemary: Fresh rosemary will last 
about 10 to 14 days in the refrigerator, 
while dried and ground rosemary will 
last about one to three years.

Sage: Fresh sage will keep about 10 to 
14 days in the refrigerator, while dried 
sage leaves will last about one to three 
years. Ground sage will last about three 
to four years.

Salt: Table salt keeps indefinitely, just 

like kosher salt and sea salt.
Steak Seasoning: Bottled or bulk 

steak seasoning will last about one to 
two years.

Taco Seasoning: Packets of  taco sea-
soning will last about two to three years.

Thyme: Fresh thyme will last about 
10 to 14 days in the refrigerator, while 
ground and dried thyme will last about 
three to four years.

Turmeric: Ground turmeric will last 
about three to four years.

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House – Contest has resumed!

Your tips can win you a great three 
course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fabu-
lous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there 
to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, why not 
share them with readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for 
two at the historic Publick House Inn.
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Socially Speaking…
Holiday Events, Church Services, 
Seniors and Civic Events

Call June 
at 508-909-4062 or 
email jsima@stonebridgepress.news 

STARTING AT $25 A WEEK
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Shotgun deer season kicks off
Massachusetts’ shot-

gun deer season opened 
under less-than-ideal 
conditions! The deer 
herd in Massachusetts is 
at an all-time high. All 
deer must be checked in 
at authorized deer sta-
tion for the first week 
only. When harvesting a 
deer, and it is processed 
by a butcher shop, or it is processed by 
an experienced meat cutter, it should 
provide hunters with plenty of  venison 
for the freezer.

The Blackstone Valley has a huge 
population of  deer today, but it was not 
always that way. Hundreds of  deer hunt-
ers made the journey to Petersham and 
Hardwick, to mention a couple. Once 
you hit Worcester, it held a caravan 
of  deer hunters heading to some of  
their favorite towns to hunt in the early 
morning hours. Most diners and break-
fast shops along the way were packed 
with deer hunters. We were called flat-
landers by the locals up there.  

We all share the memories of  the ear-
lier days, but it is nice not to travel the 
sometimes two-hour journey to hunt 
deer. With gas prices soaring, a trip to 
the above-mentioned towns could cost 
many a tank of  gas. Back in the day, 
gas was as low as 10 cents a gallon, and 

rose to a huge price of  25 
cents in the ‘70’s and 

‘80s. My favorite gas 
station was at the former 
Whitin Machine Works 
garage next to the fire 
station on Main street.   

If  you are lucky 
enough to harvest a tro-
phy buck, you need to 
take special care of  the 

deer skin, if  you are planning to have 
it mounted. If  the taxidermist that you 
chose is extremely busy with other cus-
tomers’ deer pelts, you may need to 
store it in your chest freezer until he 
has room for yours. Choosing the right 
taxidermist for the job is extremely 
important. Ask for references and work 
that he has done in the last few years.

Other questions to ask for is the final 
price, and how long it will take to get 
your mount back. You should get it in 
writing! In past years, some hunters 
ended up waiting a few years before 
receiving their finished mounts, and 
some actually ended up waiting even 
longer. Some were disgusted with the 
long wait sending it to another taxider-
mist, resulting in another year or two 
to have their deer mount finished. You 
need to do your homework. The cost to 
get a good job done for your trophy buck 
could cost upwards of  $500. Never ever 

pay the taxidermist in full until you 
receive your mount. You will need to 
pay a deposit at the time that you drop 
off  your deer head and pelt.  

Black bear season in the valley opened 
this past Monday, Nov. 29, and will run 
till Dec. 11. With all of  the numerous 
bear sightings in the valley, many deer 
hunters have purchased a bear permit 
from the state at a cost of  $5.

Mass. Fish & Wildlife has a new updat-
ed site to log onto, which started Dec. 1. 
You will also notice the hike in license 
fees and permits for next year. Most per-
mits and stamps have increased from $5 
to $10, and will automatically increase 
$5 for the remaining four years.  

Wallum Lake continues to provide 
some nice trout for shore line anglers, 
and those that have not put their boats 
away for the season. One local angler 
fished from his boat on Wallum Lake 
last week and caught a couple of  18-inch 
brown trout while trolling a shiner on 
one of  his trout rigs. Anglers fishing 
from shore are also doing well, catching 
numerous rainbow trout. Ice fishing 
anglers are hopeful that there will be 
some good ice fishing this year, but you 
may need to go North if  you want a 
good season. Global warming of  planet 
earth has changed our lives forever, 
when it comes to outdoor activities in 
New England.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

Photo Courtesy

This week’s photo shows a deer with awe-
some antlers, taken in Massachusetts a few 
years ago, which was displayed in the Big – E 
sportsmen’s show. Amazing!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Add a small-scale living evergreen to 
your holiday celebrations. Consider one 
that is suitable for growing indoors so 
you can enjoy it throughout the year.

The Lemon Cypress makes a great 
miniature holiday tree, centerpiece, or 
gift for a friend. The fragrant char-
treuse foliage of  this dwarf  evergreen 
continues to brighten your winter décor 
long after the holidays are over. You can 
find them as topiaries or in their more 
natural pyramidal form.

Grow them in a sunny window and 
turn the plants occasionally to ensure 
all parts receive equal sunlight and 
grow evenly. You’ll have the best results 
if  you keep your plant in a cool location 
free of  cold and hot air drafts.

Water your mini holiday tree when-
ever the top few inches of  soil are dry. 
Wait until spring when plants begin to 
actively grow and need a nutrient boost 
before applying fertilizer.

The Norfolk Island pine has long been 
a favorite of  indoor gardeners. Its pine-
like appearance makes it a great holi-

day tree.  Add a bit of  garland and a few 
small ornaments for a festive effect.

Grow this plant in a cool, well-lit 
location free of  drafts of  hot and cold 
air. Avoid dry air and soil to keep the 
needles and branches green, flexible, 
and healthy. Water thoroughly whenev-
er the soil is just slightly moist. Boost 
the humidity around this and other 
plants with a gravel tray. Place peb-
bles and water in the saucer. Set the 
pot on the pebbles above the water. As 
the water evaporates, it increases the 
humidity around the plant.

Switch out the ornaments when cel-
ebrating other holidays. Use hearts for 
Valentine’s Day, eggs for Easter and 
orange lights for Halloween.

Rosemary wreath and tree topiaries 
are festive as well as fragrant and edi-
ble. Give the leaves a pet to enjoy the 
fragrance and lift your spirits. Or pluck 
a sprig to add welcome flavor to your 
winter meals and beverages.

Rosemary was as popular a Christmas 
plant as mistletoe and holly until the 
20th Century. It’s not clear why this 
plant fell out of  favor, but it is growing 
in popularity as a holiday plant. You 
can find it in many garden centers and 

florists this time of  year.
Rosemary represents love and 

remembrance, a great sentiment to 
share during the holidays. Growing 
Rosemary indoors can be challenging. 
Don’t let past failures stop you from try-
ing. Just keep experimenting until you 
find the location and maintenance rou-
tine that keeps your Rosemary thriving. 
If  the plant turns brown, move it out of  
sight to the back of  your indoor garden. 
It still smells good when you give it a pet 
and no one, but you will know.

Change things up this season with the 
addition of  one or more of  these indoor 
evergreen trees. They are sure to bright-
en your spirits and holiday décor.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-

cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
melindamyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
Three indoor trees for the holidays

Photo Courtesy

Norfolk Island pine makes a great indoor 
holiday tree especially when combined with 
holiday plants or decorated with garland and 
small ornaments.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Great highway access, Town water/sewer, 
Oversized colonial with �replaced living/
dining area, 1st �oor family room or for-
mal dining room, 2 car garage

63 Klebart Avenue. ~ $429,900

A great opportunity for a “Fixer Upper”, 
2000+ sq. �., Sided, Garage, Open �rst 
�oor living area

21 River Road ~ $229,900

STURBRIDGE
NEW TO THE MARKET

WEBSTER
1.5 ACRES

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Seasons Greetings - Happy Holidays

WEBSTER LAKE –  701 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE – 50 Laurelwood Drive! 90’ Waterfront! 
Western Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! Half Acre, 22,729’, of Natural 
Privacy! 6 Room Custom Built Cedar Home with 2 Car Attached 
Garage! Dining Area and Fireplaced Living Room with Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings! First Floor Master Bedroom with Full Bath! 2 
Second Floor Bedrooms and Second Full Bath, Large Second Floor 
Expansion Area! Additional Garage Space Under! Lighting Strike 
Fire Damage Repair Required! Tons of Potential! $889,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Scenic Ave! Views 
of Webster Lake! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Work-in Applianced Kit! Dining Area 
w/Cathedral Ceiling! Living Rm w/
Pine Flooring, Hearth & Woodstove! 
1st Flr Bedrm, 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full 
Baths! Expandable Walk-out Lower 
Level! Buderus Oil Heat! Recent 
Roof & Siding! $299,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTING ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer widows 
& heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. Lg eat-in 
kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming fireplace with 
handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, spacious enough 
for your family gatherings. lower level fireplace family room, 
Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. Reduced $340,000.

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

SORRY SOLD!

THOMPSON CT - 15 WAGER RD 

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.

Featured New Listing! 
TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

Cape with3 bedrooms, gleaming hardwoods, stone fire-
place. Septic (2019), replacement windows, family and 
dining room, fresh paint throughout! Generator hook up, 
and updated Buderus boiler with holding tank. Garage 
under. This one maybe for you! assisted sale $279,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDOWEBSTER - 1402 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach! $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! WEBSTER LAKE 
waterfront property on Killdeer Circle! Prime 
waterfront location! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed 
shoreline. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! 5 
rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lower 
level to nice size patio! Garage.  $650,000.SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd  80 +/- Wooded Acres 
in Oxford & Charlton! Great Location for Horses!

ON DEPOSIT $329,000. 

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 

WEBSTER - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES on SUGARLOAF 
HILL. 1000+/- ft of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000

Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side of the Complex - with 2 Boat Slips! 6 
rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, fireplace, garage, Sandy 
Beach, Heated Salt Water Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons on Big & Beautiful 
Webster Lake. Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 Rooms. 2-1/2 
Baths. a must see. Overlooking the Marina. 2 
Deeded boat slips. assisted sale $600,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT IN 6 DAYS

SORRY, SOLD!

Nicely appointed, Ma-
rina side condo - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 
2-1/2 baths, 2 bed-
rooms, fireplace, garage, 
Sandy Beach, Gazebo,  
Heated Salt Water Pool!   

$595,000.

SORRY SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

3 bedroom 2 bath split level ranch! The open floor plan 
offers a cabinet packed kitchen with granite countertops 
and a center island, dining area with a slider to the 12x12 
deck, large living room with tons of natural sunlight & 
hardwoods! Wonderful master suite with a private bath-
room and double closets, 2 more nice sized bedrooms! 
Oversized 2 car garage under and plenty of room to finish 
the walkout lower level! Absolutely beautiful lot close to the 
West Brookfield Common!! Spring delivery. 5 Foster Hill 
Road $369,900

WEST BROOKFIELD 
(To be built similar to photo)

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$167,065,480.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

WEBSTER
6 units

 1-bedroom each unit, sided, 
Heating 6 yrs old, 50 year roof, 

Plumbing updated
227 School St. ~ $599,900

, 
Bob Lucier

Selling Dreams, 40 Years

1st Cornerstone Properties

Bob Lucier Broker/Associate
e: Luciersells@gmail.com
c: 603-828-2418
Licensed in MA, NH & FL

4th Annual
ABC’s of the Seasons

We hope you enjoyed our 4th Annual 
ABC’s of the Season crossword puzzle. 
The randomly chosen winner of all the 
correct entries for a $25 gift card is Liz R. 
of Spencer.

Please continue to support these and all 
of your local businesses.

Thank you to all the ABC businesses and 
to those who completed our puzzle!

June - jsima@stonebridgepress.news
Spencer New Leader, Charlton Villager, 
Blackstone Valley Tribune, Auburn News - 
508-909-4062
Mikaela - mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
Southbridge New, Sturbridge Villager, 
Webster Times - 508-909-4126

Across
4. Order online

6. 1103 Main Street, Leicester

8. Beautifying America

9. Community is our top priority

12. as low as 0.99%

17. Check out my private office at 12 E 
Main St.

21. Cheers to a new location!

22. Construction Supply Delivery

23. Great Careers Start Here

24. Cirque Dreams

25. Fresh Start

26. Family owned and operated 
since 1997

Down
1. Curbside pickup and no contact 

delivery available.

2. A unique destination experience

3. We treat chronic bad breath

5. Fall Special $300

7. Small town charm

10. ajor Insurance Referral Shop

11. Select models are eligible for 26% savings

13. Seeking ALL Direct Care Staff

14. First, Goal Oriented

15. Maple Syrup/Products

16. Now Hiring

18. Cleaning, Repairs, Free Estimates

19. We can save you time and money!

20. 33 Sutton Ave, Oxford, MA

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325
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BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Charlton 
has a plan in place for at 
least the first portion of  its 
American Rescue Plan funds 
following a Nov. 23 public 
hearing to finalize the initial 
slate of  projects proposed by 
the town administrator.

In October, Town 
Administrator Andrew Golas 
presented a preliminary list 
of  initiates to selectmen for 
consideration to use part of  
the $4.1 million in funding 
provided to the town through 
the American Rescue Plan 
Act. After selectmen request-
ed he slim down some of  
the options Golas returned 
with a revised list in early 
November that consisted of  
investment in an engineering 
study for a three-phase water 
and sewer upgrade, updating 
police and fire radio systems, 
continued funding for COVID 
mitigation, a feasibility study 
for a potential relocation of  
the Department of  Aging, 
investment in finishing the 
town’s water line connection 
to the police department, 
digital archiving of  town 
records, and a business and 
nonprofit grant program to 
be overseen by the Economic 
Development Commission. 
Selectmen praised the list of  
projects but insisted the pub-
lic have one more chance to 
debate the list on Nov. 23.

The public hearing was 
relatively quite with no pub-
lic input either in person or 

through the online stream of  
the meeting. Charlton Water 
and Sewer Superintendent 
Peter Boria was the only 
department representa-
tive to speak discussing his 
department’s portion of  the 
funding as he had at previ-
ous meeting. Boria said that 
the investment from the town 
in an engineering study will 
give his department a clear-
er road ahead in terms of  
prioritizing and financing 
the three-phased project that 
includes facility and equip-
ment upgrades. 

“We did have some money 
set aside for future capital 
projects but I think it’s bet-
ter that we wait until this 
engineering study is done to 
identify and prioritize what 
the next steps will be before 
we assign additional money 
to it and with the addition-
al funding coming down 
the road there may be more 
separate funding from this 
in the future to offset some 
of  those costs as well,” said 
Boria. “For now, I appreciate 
the initial $82,000 to get that 
study going.”

The public hearing closed 
with little further debate 
concerning items on the 
investment list. Selectmen 
unanimously approved the 
town administrator’s plan 
which leaves around $2.1 mil-
lion remaining in funds for 
future, yet-to-be-determined 
projects.

Charlton 
finalizes first 

phase of 
American Rescue 

Plan spending

Hanover Foundation grant to provide 
whole health triage pilot program for youth

WORCESTER — YOU, Inc., an affili-
ate of  the Seven Hills Foundation and a 
leading behavioral health and education 
agency serving at-risk children, ado-
lescents and families across Worcester 
County since 1972, was recently award-
ed a $25,000 grant from The Hanover 
Insurance Group Foundation to help 
launch the Whole Health Triage pilot 
program that will provide a single point 
of  entry for a broad range of  behavioral 
health services for youth and families at 
the newly established Seven Hills Child 
and Family Behavioral Health Center 
(SHCFBHC) in Worcester.

The pilot will expedite counseling 
services via a rapid assessment process, 
and place a dedicated Worcester Family 
Resource Center (WFRC) care manag-
er on site to quickly connect families 
to wrap-around community supports 
and primary health care. At the same 
time, the project includes expanded evi-
dence-based clinical trainings in areas 
of  pressing need, including the com-
mercial exploitation of  children, signif-
icant trauma and grief, substance use, 
neuro-developmental disabilities and 
autism, and transgender health.

“We are very excited about this pilot 
program,” commented Anne Fine, Vice 
President of  Seven Hills Behavioral 
Health. “Because of  The Hanover 
Foundation’s financial support we will 
be able to address the comprehensive 
social support and safety net needs of  
the youth and families in the Greater 
Worcester area that we serve by pro-
viding rapid assessment and immedi-
ate connection to the Worcester Family 
Resource Center and related communi-
ty providers, along with ongoing care 
management services.”

Additionally, the Whole Health Triage 
pilot program should expand access to 
and enhance capacity in evidence-based 
behavioral health services and inter-
ventions for youth and their families 
to be provided both on-site and via tele-
health, reduce wait times for treatment 
and services, and build capacity and 
experience in the Worcester commu-
nity for the integration of  behavioral 
health, care coordination with wrap-
around supports to address health-relat-
ed social needs, and medical care.

“We are honored to be partnering 
with The Hanover Insurance Group 

Foundation on this important initia-
tive,” stated Kathleen Jordan, Seven 
Hills Foundation’s Executive Vice 
President & CEO. “Now all youth and 
families who visit the Seven Hills Child 
and Family Behavioral Health Center 
will have streamlined access to clinical 
services, as well as rapid connection 
to wraparound services which address 
their health-related social needs.”

“Today, there is such a critical need 
for expanded mental health resources 
in our community, and that has certain-
ly been exacerbated in the wake of  this 
pandemic,” said Kimberly M. Salmon, 
assistant vice president of  communi-
ty relations at The Hanover Insurance 
Group, Inc. “We’re proud to help sup-
port this new program as it looks to 
meet the growing demand for mental 
health resources and help strengthen 
the foundation of  families in our area.”

About Seven Hills Foundation
Headquartered in Worcester, the 

Seven Hills Foundation & Affiliates 
currently offers program sites at more 
than 200 locations in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and abroad employing 
more than 4,500 professionals.  Seven 

Hills Foundation offers a continuum of  
support and services to 60,000 children, 
adults and seniors with disabilities 
and other life challenges.  Seven Hills 
Foundation stands as one of  the most 
dynamic and comprehensive health and 
human services agencies in the country 
and is widely recognized as a premier 
provider of  comprehensive supports.
For more information, visit www.sev-
enhills.org.

About The Hanover 
Insurance Group Foundation
The Hanover Insurance Group 
Foundation, Inc. is the charitable giv-
ing arm of  The Hanover Insurance 
Group. The foundation’s mission is to 
enact meaningful and positive change 
in the lives of  underserved children 
and youth – and empower the differ-
ence makers who support them. The 
Hanover Insurance Group Foundation 
provides program grants to nonprofit 
organizations that work collaboratively 
in their communities, offering new and 
innovative programs that address the 
barriers preventing children and youth 
from realizing their full potential.

SOUTHBRIDGE 
— On Saturday, 
Nov. 27, it was a 
cold windy blis-
tering night at 
the Christmas 
Tree Lighting 
festivities on the 
Southbridge com-
mon. Quinebaug 
Masonic Lodge had 
a booth set up and 
put smiles on many 
people and chil-
dren’s faces with 
the selling of  kettle 
corn, hot dogs, fried 
Oreo cookies and 
fried dough. There 
was a Lama that 
children could pet 
and vendors selling 
Christmas orna-
ments that light 
up that you could 
wear around your 
neck or on your 
hats.  A DJ played 
Christmas music 
in the gazebo and 
a vendor selling 
hot coffee and coco.  
There were long lines at the Quinebaug Lodge’s 
booth to get the tasty treats the lodge was selling. 

When the parade started and Santa came by, the 
lines were still long while many adults and chil-
dren watched the parade go by. The common was 
lite up with Christmas lights and decorations of  all 

kinds. Everyone at this event did not seem to mind 
the wind and cold because there was so much to see 
and do. If  you are interested about Freemasonry 
and what we do in your local community, for more 
information and to find a lodge nearest you, visit 
our Web site at www.massfreemasonry.org.

Quinebaug Lodge 
participated in Christmas 

tree lighting festivities

Photo Courtesy

The Quinebaug lodge booth with members working hard to accommodate these tasty treats 
to the people who attended this very busy event.

Sarah Cavanaugh named to 
Dean’s List at Stonehill College

EASTON — Sarah Cavanaugh, 
of  Auburn, a member of  the 
Class of  2021, has been named 
to the Spring 2021 Dean’s List at 
Stonehill College.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
students must have a semester 
grade point average of  3.50 or 
better and must have complet-
ed successfully all courses for 
which they were registered.

Stonehill is a Catholic col-
lege located near Boston on 
a beautiful 384-acre campus 
in Easton, Massachusetts. 
With a student-faculty ratio 

of 12:1, the College engages 
over 2,500 students in more 
than 80 rigorous academic 
programs in the liberal arts, 
sciences, and pre-professional 
fields. The Stonehill commu-
nity helps students to devel-
op the knowledge, skills, and 
character to meet their pro-
fessional goals and to live 
lives of purpose and integrity.

About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic 

institution of  higher learning, 
was founded by the Congregation 
of  Holy Cross in 1948. Located 
on the beautiful 384-acre campus 
and former estate of  Frederick 
Lothrop Ames in North Easton, 

Massachusetts, it is a commu-
nity of  scholarship and faith, 
anchored by a belief  in the 
inherent dignity of  each person.

Through more than 100 aca-
demic programs in the liber-
al arts, sciences, business and 
pre-professional field, Stonehill 
College provides an education of  
the highest caliber that fosters 
critical thinking, free inquiry 
and the interchange of  ideas for 
over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates 
the whole person so that each 
Stonehill graduate thinks, acts 
and leads with courage toward 
the creation of  a more just and 
compassionate world.

REGION — The U.S. Army Corps 
of  Engineers, New England District 
received a permit application to con-
duct work in waters of  the United States 
from the Massachusetts Department of  
Transportation for proposed work in 
the French River, Little River, Texas 
Pond, nine unnamed intermittent 
streams, and associated vegetated wet-
lands along an approximately 3.2-mile 
long stretch of  Route 20 in Charlton and 
Oxford.

The proposed work includes widen-

ing of  Route 20; realignment of  Oxbow 
Road and reconstruction of  its inter-
section with Route 20; construction 
of  a shared-use path along the north 
side of  the road between Route 12 and 
Oxbow Road; construction of  a side-
walk along the south side of  the road 
between Routes 12 and 56; replacement 
of  the bridges over the Little River and 
French River, including installation of  
scour protection; and replacement of  
seven existing cross culverts conveying 
intermittent streams/wetland flow.

USACE is soliciting comments from 
members of  the public; federal, state 
and local agencies; American Indian 
Tribes; and other interested parties to 
consider and evaluate the impacts of  
this proposed activity. The public notice 
with more detailed information is avail-
able for review on the District Web site 
at https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/
Missions/PublicNotices, file # NAE-
2014-02586.

Public comments on this proposed 
work should be forwarded no later 

than Dec. 23 to the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers, New England District, Attn: 
Dan Vasconcelos, Regulatory Division, 
696 Virginia Rd., Concord, MA 01742 
or by email to daniel.b.vasconcelos@
usace.army.mil. Please reference file # 
NAE-2014-02586.

All U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers, 
New England District news releases 
are available online at:https://www.
nae.usace.army.mil/Media/News-
Releases/.

Sarah Cavanaugh named to 
Dean’s List at Stonehill College

USACE solicits comments on proposed work by 
MassDOT along Route 20 in Charlton and Oxford

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.Stonebridgepress.com
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Anne Fine named Vice President of 
Seven Hills Behavioral Health

Bay Path faculty earns doctorate from 
Northcentral University

WORCESTER —  Kathleen 
M. Jordan, DHA, FACHE, 
Executive Vice President & 
CEO of  Seven Hills Foundation 
recently announced that Anne 
Fine, LICSW, will be the new 
Vice President of  Seven Hills 
Behavioral Health.

It has been approximate-
ly one year since Seven Hills 
Foundation brought togeth-
er YOU, Inc., and Children’s 
Friend to share expertise and 
combine clinical operations 
to broaden the efficiencies 
of  the scope of  its behavioral 
health services. These two affil-
iates were combined with its 
long-standing affiliate, Seven 
Hills Behavioral Health and its 
essential public health work in 
southeastern Massachusetts. 
Since then, much has been done 
to integrate the work of  these 
affiliates into a new, expanded, 
Seven Hills Behavioral Health 
to respond to the growing, crit-
ical need for behavioral health-
care to the most vulnerable in 
our community. 

In making this announce-
ment, Dr. Kathleen Jordan 
commented, “As we continue to 
enhance and expand our exper-
tise as a leading provider in 
child, adolescent, and family 
services, we have determined 
that it is extremely important 
for us to bring together all 
of  our outpatient, home, and 
community-based program-
ming. This new structure will 
be housed under Seven Hills 
Behavioral Health and we are 
thrilled to have Anne Fine, 
LICSW, leading this undertak-
ing as the Vice President of  
Seven Hills Behavioral Health.”

A graduate of  Allegheny 
College with a Master’s in 
Social Work from Smith 
College, Ms./Mrs. Fine has 
been with YOU, Inc. for 17 
years and has been instrumen-
tal in creating Seven Hills’ new 
integrated behavioral health 
system. Annie has served as 
the Director of  Outpatient 
Services, Vice President, 
and most recently as Sr. VP/

Director of  Clinical Services. 
Her leadership during this 
transition has been invaluable.

Ms. Fine has extensive expe-
rience in this field.  Anne 
ran a Psychotherapy and 
Consultation private practice 
until 2018 and she continues as 
an Adjunct Faculty at Boston 
University School of  Social 
Work, teaching courses that 
include: Group Work, Trauma 
Treatment (Adult Trauma 
Treatment and Child Trauma 
Treatment), Family Therapy, 
Child Psychopathology, and 
Family Violence.  In the com-
munity, Anne has served as 
Advisory Board Member 
for Child Trauma Centers at 
UMass and LUK. Currently, 
she serves on the Board and 
Steering Committee for the 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
of  Worcester County and as 
a Committee Member for the 
Worcester Institute on Loss 
and Trauma.

CHARLTON — Ana Liza Olivar 
of  Rutland completed her Doctor of  
Education degree at Northcentral 
University (NCU). Dr. Olivar successful-
ly completed her oral defense recently 
via Zoom Video Conference Technology 
with her Dissertation Chair and 
Committee members. Her research 
work focused on simulation. Dr. Olivar 
specialized in Nursing Education.  

Doctor Olivar is a full-time faculty 
at Bay Path RVTHS Practical Nursing 
Academy beginning the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year. She had been an adjunct fac-
ulty since 2015. She previously earned 
her Master of  Science in Nursing from 
Walden University (Nursing Education 
Track) in 2013 and Bachelor of  Science 
in Nursing at the Cebu City Medical 
Center College in Nursing in the 
Philippines in 1996.

She is a registered nurse with more 
than 25 years of  experience in the class-
room as full-time faculty, managerial 
as RN Manager, and as RN/Weekend 
Supervisor. She has held teaching posi-
tions at Blackstone Valley Technical 
School, Quinsigamond Community 
College, and Massachusetts Bay 
Community College. She has held 

nursing positions at University 
Commons UMass Memorial Health 
Care, Neuro Rehabilitation Center at 
Worcester (Ventilator Unit), Whittier 
Rehabilitation Hospital and West Side 
House.  

A Philippine Nursing Board 
Examination topnotcher, Dr. Olivar was 
recognized for outstanding scholastic 
aptitude by the Professional Regulation 
Commission for one of  top ten examin-
ees who garnered the highest examina-
tion ratings in the Nursing Licensure 
Board Examination. The Philippine 
Nurse Licensure Examination is a 500-
item multiple choice exam to test basic 
nursing level competency which con-
siders the objectives of  the nursing 
curriculum, the broad areas of  nursing 
and other related disciplines and com-
petencies.  

Doctor Olivar holds a Massachusetts 
Teachers Educator Licensure. She 
is certified in Intravenous Therapy, 
Tracheostomy & Ventilators, BLS 
AED & ACLS (Basic Life Support and 
Advanced Cardiac Life Support).  

NCU is a WSCUC accredited insti-
tution. WASC Senior College and 
University Commission (WSCUC), 985 

Atlantic Avenue, Suite 100, Alameda, 
CA 94501, 510-748-9001, www.wscuc.
org. WSCUC is recognized by the 

U.S. Department of  Education and 
the Council on Higher Education 
Accreditation (CHEA).

Anne Fine

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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stuffed, the Auburn offense 
stayed poised, led by quar-
terback Brendan Crowley. 
Crowley received the fourth 
down snap, dropped back and 
read the field. When nothing 
seemed to be open, the senior 
signal-caller rolled to the left 
off-script and threw to the back 
pylon in the left side of  the 
end zone where Nadeau made a 
great catch for his third receiv-
ing touchdown of  the game. 
A blocked point after attempt 
gave them a three-point lead 
34-31.

“I thought Brendan 
[Crowley] started a little slug-
gish, but when Dillon [Brian 
Dillon] went down and we 
needed somebody, he [Crowley] 
stepped up and put a seed in 
there,” expressed Auburn head 
coach Jeff  Cormier. “Again, 
Mike [Nadeau] was being Mike 
and Crowley did great under 
pressure and our offensive line 
gave him plenty of  time to see 
that. That was an 11-person 
play, just like they all are, but 
that one in particular. It wasn’t 
necessarily the pattern we 
called, I think Mike broke off  

and immediately Brendan was 
looking for him elsewhere and 
had to relocate him. It was just 
great athletes making a play.”

Leicester had a chance to 
counter the scoring drive mid-
way through the fourth quar-
ter, and how the game was 
going it is what most expected, 
but Auburn’s defense was able 
to get off  the field without giv-
ing up their lead.

The Wolverines were able to 
drive down the field, though, 

and got themselves in Rocket 
territory, finding a fourth-
and-12 following a screen pass 
from Mero to Xavien Rosario 
that was tackled for no gain 
at the Rockets’ 17-yard line. 
Instead of  going for it on fourth 
down, the Wolverine coaching 
staff  decided to go for the field 
goal to attempt to tie the game. 
Unfortunately Mero, who did 
everything for Leicester the 
whole game, was unable to hit 
his second field goal.

Mero concluded his last high 
school game with three rush-
ing touchdowns on 93 yards 
rushing, a passing touchdown, 
and a 34-yard field goal. He was 
awarded offensive MVP honors 
and the Robert F. Grady award.

“The last four years have 
been great,” Mero stated. “My 
sophomore year we went to 
Gillette. I had a great mentor in 
Dan [Mero] backing him up. He 
is really good to look up to and 
he helped me with my game a 

lot. As a team, we did well.”
Other awards given out 

following the Thanksgiving 
matchup included, for Auburn 
Mike Nadeau (Offensive MVP), 
Owen Fitzgerald (Defensive 
MVP), Brendan Crowley 
(Doug Flink Trophy) and J.B. 
Whittemore (12th Man Award) 
and for Leicester Nikolas 
Dagostino (Defensive MVP) 
and James Mercier (12th Man 
Award). 
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

Town of East Brook�eld
Part Time Plow/Sander Drivers

�e Town of East Brook�eld is seeking quali�ed 
plow/sander truck drivers. �e ideal candidate should 
hold a DOT medical card, Class B CDL, 2B hoisting 

License and a good driving record. Must be 
dependable and available every storm for plowing 

and road treating. Expect long hours.  
Apply in person at the Highway Department,

 424 East Main Street, East Brook�eld, MA 01515
East Brook�eld Board of Selectmen

�e Town of East Brook�eld
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION

CALL 508-764-4325

TARENTINO
continued from page A1

Brian Dillon (23) and JB Whittemore (12) of Auburn attempt to block a 
kick taken by Leicester’s Mike Mero.

Oxford’s offense explodes to beat Bay Path in 
Thanksgiving Day Battle for Buffums

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD — Well, that’s more like it.
sFive days after scoring just six 

points in a bitterly disappointing loss 
in a Division 8 state semifinal, the 
high-voltage Oxford High varsity foot-
ball team’s offense was back to being 
its old self, scoring five of  the Pirates’ 
six touchdowns in a 41-14 Thanksgiving 
Day win over Bay Path Regional in the 
eighth annual Thanksgiving Day Battle 
for Buffums, held at Cmdr. Michael C. 
Masley Jr. Memorial Field.

For Oxford, which finished the season 
9-3 — its first nine-win season since 
1999 — the win was its fourth straight 
turkey day victory, knotting the overall 
series at four wins each. The Pirates 
have actually won five straight games 
against Bay Path, prevailing in a match-
up between the schools in the spring 
during the Fall II season, 28-21.

Senior Antoine LaCourt-Ramos — the 
Snyder Award winner, given to the out-
standing player of  the game — staked 
Oxford to a 7-0 first-quarter lead, scor-
ing on a 15-yard interception return. 
LaCourt-Ramos has returned an inter-
ception for a touchdown in each of  his 
four high school seasons.

“That’s not normal,” seventh-year 
Oxford head coach Jeff  Clarkson said 

about LaCourt-Ramos’ career feat. “I 
think it’s a testament to how athletic 
and talented Antoine is.” 

Junior Lucas Lambert, who scored a 
pair of  rushing touchdowns and was 
the game’s Offensive MVP, pushed the 
Pirates’ lead to 14-0 when he scurried 
into the end zone from eight yards out 
in the second quarter. Lambert’s scor-
ing run capped a 99-1/2-yard, 13-play 
drive.

“We got pinned deep in our own ter-
ritory. We thought Bay Path was going 
to attempt a fake a punt, so we didn’t 
have anyone back to field the punt. 
They ended up punting the ball, got a 
great roll, and downed it on our half-
yard line,” Clarkson explained. “It was 
nice to see the boys go out and put 
together that scoring drive. That was 
the offensive team we’ve been all year. 
Offensively we moved the ball well all 
year.”

In the third quarter the Pirates quick-
ly increased its lead to 21-0, Lambert 
scoring on a 10-yard quarterback keep-
er. The key moment in the three-play 
drive was a 33-yard completion from 
Lambert to senior Steve Fisher, which 
came on the play before the touchdown.

“Lucas is a very good runner,” said 
Clarkson, who said Lambert began 
playing for him in youth football as a 

fourth-grader. He’s just as good running 
the ball inside between the tackles as he 
is outside in the open field.”

LaCourt-Ramos pushed the Oxford 
lead to 28-0 later in the quarter, scor-
ing his first career rushing touchdown 
when he plowed in from a yard out.

Bay Path (4-7) got on the board in the 
third period, Gabe Espinosa recovering 
a Pirates’ fumble in the Oxford end zone 
to make the score 28-7. At the end of  
the high-scoring third quarter Oxford 
took a 35-7 lead, Lambert hitting junior 
Jordan DeLeon with a 52-yard scoring 
strike.

In the fourth quarter Bay Path receiv-
er Jonathan Nussey (six catches, 117 
yards) made it a 35-14 game when he 
gathered in a 23-yard touchdown pass 
from Anthony Catino. Pirates’ senior 
Darius Richardson — who was named 
the Defensive MVP of  the game — 
closed out the scoring with a 15-yard 
run late, which accounted for the 41-14 
final.

“We made a lot of  mistakes. Oxford is 
a good football team, so they took advan-
tage of  those mistakes,” second-year 
Bay Path head coach Cody Giampa said. 
“Offensively they drove down the field 
on us and defensively they did a lot of  
good things in terms of  bringing pres-
sure, and we didn’t do a good job of  han-

dling that pressure. They kept us pretty 
much out of  our rhythm all game.

“We’re excited about the team moving 
forward,” Giampa continued. “We’re 
losing some good seniors, but we’re 
excited about the team moving forward. 
We knew in the spring we were mostly 
sophomores, and we were going to take 
our lumps, but we had a really good 
JV team this year and we have a great 
freshman class, so we’re looking for-
ward to the future of  this program.”

Oxford, which loses six seniors — 
Richardson, LaCourt-Ramos, Fisher, 
Robert Cheney, Angel Roman and Chris 
Ballah — should be strong again next 
year because several starters will be 
returning.

“Juniors and sophomores made 
up the bulk of  our team this year,” 
Clarkson said. “Next year they’ll be 
seniors and juniors.”

Key juniors on this year’s team 
include Lambert, Jadan Morales, Zak 
Parmenter, Quinn Clarkson (coach 
Clarkson’s son), Travis Benoit and Sam 
Boucher.

“All those guys should start next year,” 
Coach Clarkson said. “We also have a lot 
of  sophomores I expect to be key con-
tributors next year as well, including 
Jordan DeLeon, Connor Fantasia and 
Robbie Fisher.”

With a large “Tarentino” sign hanging in the background, the Police Honor 
Guard takes the field before Auburn and Leicester met in the inaugural 
Tarentino Cup Thanksgiving Day game.

www.StonebridgePress.com



Change yourself to change your situation

We’ve all experienced 
times when things were 
going well, we were mov-
ing towards a goal, and 
suddenly things began 
to sour. A new manager 
may be putting negative 
pressure on you, and 
maybe a family member 
is constantly angry with 
you - no matter what you 
say or do, it’s wrong. 

Situations like this are 
most challenging. It’s 
hard to move forward. 
We lose the spring in our 
step; we let our heads 
droop down, we wonder 
why everything has to 
be so bad. We go home 

at night, and we dread 
the next day. We wonder 
how it will be possible to 
make it through. 

You say your prayers 
and beg for a change; 
you confide in your 
loved ones; They try to 
help, but nothing they 
say seems to make a dif-
ference. 

The positive thoughts 
become few and far 
between. You try to be 
positive, but with a bad 
attitude, you think to 
yourself, “I just have to 
keep putting one foot in 
front of  the other.” 

The fact is, things 
don’t always go the way 
we plan. We plan for 
great things, and then 
not-so-great things can 
happen. We have great 
expectations, but some-
times those expectations 
are crushed. 

When life becomes 

like this, it’s easy to get 
negative; It’s easy to get 
stuck; it’s easy to think 
things will always be 
like this.

I used to believe that 
when life gives you lem-
ons, you should squirt 
your enemies in the eye, 
but is that the best way?

Years ago, I had a job 
where everything was 
running smoothly; it 
was all under control. 
Suddenly a new man-
ager was hired, and 
life became very differ-
ent. Initially, I was ok 
with the pressure, but 
it became too much. I 
couldn’t stand to be at 
work, and I was dis-
traught. It was a good 
job, and I didn’t want to 
leave, but I didn’t feel 
like I could deal with it 
any longer. I prayed, and 
I read, seeking a solu-
tion. I tried to change my 

manager, but nothing 
seemed to work; I lost 
my cool. 

After some time, I real-
ized I wasn’t going to 
change the situation, nor 
was I going to change my 
manager, but instead, I 
was the one who needed 
changing. 

Sometimes to over-
come a problem, it isn’t 
about changing the other 
person; it’s about chang-
ing yourself. Often our 
reaction to what’s hap-
pening is the problem. 
We have a choice. 

I’ve had family mem-
bers get angry at me, 
and my reaction only 
made things worse. I’d 
try to show them the 
error of  their ways, I’d 
complain to other fam-
ily members, I’d think 
of  ways to change them, 
but it never worked. The 
only time things became 

peaceful again was when 
I changed myself  when I 
changed my reaction.  

The other person may 
change, but it usually 
won’t happen accord-
ing to our time frame. 
When you can’t change 
the situation, it might 
be because it’s time to 
change your attitude and 
feel about it. 

They say everything in 
life is only for a season; 
is that true?

Oddly enough, when I 
finally adjusted my atti-
tude and gave up trying 
to change my manager 
and the situation, when 
I accepted that I was the 
one that needed chang-
ing and I took steps to let 
go and become flexible, 
my manager was fired. 

After reading that, I 
know some of  you are 
going to change real fast! 
Don’t get your hopes up! 

Ha-ha!
When he was gone, 

I missed him. I real-
ized how much he had 
changed me and what 
valuable life lessons I 
learned in the process. 

Everything in life is 
only for a season; whatev-
er you’re going through 
won’t last forever; soon, 
you’ll be in a new sea-
son with new challenges. 
Make the most of  each 
season. Allow the sea-
son to change you; it will 
prepare you for the next 
season. 

Gandhi said, “…as a 
man changes his own 
nature, so does the atti-
tude of  the world change 
towards him….” Is that 
true? 

Try it and see.

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING
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SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, SKATES

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $29899

$21999

LG FRONT LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

GIANT 
TOY

DEPARTMENT

CHRISTMAS SALE  
Beat the Shortages & Price Increases! Don’t buy Till You See Us!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Call or stop by for more details. 
Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Call or stop by for more details. 

Shopping All Day?
Save yourself some time, Let us do the cooking!

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD

ADVERTISING
WORKS.

Call
508-764-4325

stonebridgepress.news




