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Steer into the slide…just steer into the 
slide.

It’s one of the greatest joys of New 
England living, that thrill of putting your 
life into your own hands as you slip and 
slide all over an ice- and snow-covered 
road hoping you don’t slide off the road and 
make contact with another vehicle.

That familiar feeling coursed through 
my veins last weekend, as I was dumb 
enough to be out on the roads. I was even 
traveling at a reasonable speed, as I was 
making my way home, and approaching 
a stop sign. As I lightly tapped the brakes, 
my car suddenly decided it didn’t want 
to comply with my wishes and I began to 
slide, the ABS system on my brakes pound-
ing against my foot and making it seem 
like it was pounding my brakes to shreds. 
Before I knew it, I was at a complete stop in 
the middle of the intersection. Luckily, no 
one was around, because if there was, there 
might have been a nice little accident. I am 
thankful that no one else was there.

It brought me back to an experience I 
had with my first car when I was a teenag-
er 16 years ago. I had a small, white, 1989 
Chevy S-10, which was practically a street 
legal go kart. I loved the thing. I traded a 
small mini-bike and $300 to buy the thing, 
and it was the very first car I drove alone. 
In my senior high year of high school, I got 
a part-time job after school to pay for the 
car insurance and because — well, teen-
agers need jobs. Learn to be responsible, 
all of my teen readers out there. Anyway, 
on my way home late one winter night (I 
worked as a cashier at a supermarket), I 
was minding my own business, driving on 
a straight piece of road, when suddenly, I 
was no longer driving straight. In fact, I 
was spinning. I can’t sit here and tell you 
how many times, I spun, because going 
through it, it felt like 20. It was probably 
more like three. Suddenly, I was jolted as 
my back bumper rammed in to the guard-
rail. I was all alone, and for the seconds 
afterward, I sat there frozen, gripping my 
wheel with white knuckles and trying to 
regain my wits.

With no traffic coming in either direc-
tion, I stepped out of the vehicle, thanking 
God I was OK, knowing it could have been 
a lot worse, and checked on the damage. 
Luckily, there was only a dent where the 
guardrail hit my bumper. Not knowing 
what else to do, and figuring that every-
thing was OK, I got back in the car, and left 
to go home, driving about 20 mph the rest 
of the way, counting my lucky stars that I 
only escaped the ordeal with a dent.

Ironically, my brother would go on to 
total that truck on a telephone pole in a 
snowstorm. Go figure.

Fast forward to last weekend, and I was 
once again alone after slipping and sliding 
and coming to a stop. I didn’t hit anything 
this time, and looking both ways, I contin-
ued on my way, thankful I was OK.

Ah, New England driving…
Adam Minor may be reached at (508) 909-

4130, or by e-mail at aminor@stonebridge-
press.news.

ADAM
MINOR
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Killingly mourns loss of three 
from school community

‘The impact is felt far beyond  
the schools’

Officials weigh in on future 
of River Mill

Bilartos brings 
genuine Italian 

cuisine to 
Putnam

BY TERI STOHLBERG
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Arthur Nason, co-owner of 
the new Italian restaurant in 
Putnam called “Bilartos,” says 
his restaurant is all about creat-
ing a memorable experience.

“It’s all about the customers,” 
he said. “It’s about giving them 
the best night of their week — 
everything is made fresh, and in 

Teri Stohlberg photo

The friendly staff at the new Bilartos restaurant in 
Putnam is ready to serve you.

Woodstock home destroyed by fire 
after power outage

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

WOODSTOCK — A electrical surge 
led to a significant fire at a Woodstock 
home on Dec. 27, as fire officials report-
ed to the scene at 630 Route 171 in 
Woodstock in the early morning hours 
to manage the blaze.

Woodstock Fire Marshal Richard 

Baron said that the fire occurred 
between 5:30 and 6 a.m. after lines 
were knocked down near the damaged 
home, leading to a surge of power that 
sparked the fire.

“Prior to the incident there was a 
power failure in that area. It ended 

Courtesy photo

A home on Route 171 in Woodstock goes 
up in flames after downed wires led to a 
power surge in the home on Dec. 27.

Legislators 
react to 

Trump’s 
F-35  

comments
BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney and 
other Democratic leaders from 
Connecticut had some strong 
words for President-elect Donald 
Trump in the wake of Trump’s 
statements concerning the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter, a fighter jet 
with local connections here in 
northeastern Connecticut.

On Dec. 22, Trump released a 
statement through his Twitter 
account saying: “Based on the 
tremendous cost and cost over-
runs of the Lockheed Martin 
F-35, I have asked Boeing to 
price-out a comparable F-18 
Super Hornet.”

Trump has been outspoken 
about his criticism of the F-35 
program, calling it “out of con-
trol,” and showing concern 
about cutting the costs for that 
program after a meeting with 
military officials the day before 
posting his comments to Twitter.

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

THOMPSON — In the 
past few months questions 
have been raised concern-
ing he future of the River 
Mill in Thompson, a his-
toric structure that has 
long been a landmark of 
the town.

Prior to the New 
Year, The Villager sat 

down with Thompson 
Town Planner MaryAnn 
Chinatti and Thompson 
First Selectman Ken 
Beausoleil to discuss 
plans for that facility.

According to Chinatti 
the town still very much 
wants to see something 
done with that facility 
which, in the past, has 
been home to business-

es and a teen center, but 
in recent years has seen 
minimal use in many 
portions of the struc-
ture. Chinatti said that 
the town was in discus-
sions with developers in 
October, with those dis-
cussions including the 

Courtesy photo

Ryan French, a junior at Killingly High School and 
a member of the school’s track team, was one of 
three losses the Killingly School District has had 
to endure in the New Year. French lost his life in 
a car accident on Jan. 2.

Turn To F-35, page  A12 Turn To RIVER MILL, page  
A12

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

KILLINGLY — The Killingly 
school community continues to 
grieve over the loss of three of their 
own over the holidays.

The community lost ninth grader 
Emma Adams to brain cancer, and 
soon after that, suffered the loss-
es of Killingly Intermediate School 
Assistant Principal Steve Tagen to 
natural causes and Killingly High 
School junior Ryan French, who lost 
his life in a single-car incident on 

I-395 — all before school returned 
to session from the Christmas and 
New Year’s holiday break.

The losses shook the communi-
ty over the first week of the year, 
with countless tributes to all three 
of those lost pouring in over social 
media and other public forums. 
Many praised Tagen for his com-
mitment to the students of Killingly 
Intermediate School, while others 
spoke of Adams’ brave battle with 

Turn To FIRE, page  A15

Turn To  RYAN, page  A12

Turn To  BILARTOS, page  A12

All in the family
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I wrote about Pomfret’s Ben 
Grosvenor Inn in a recent column.

Killingly Historical Society member 
Glenna Bruno stopped in at the Center 
and continued a telephone conver-

sation and reminisced about the Inn 
since she had worked there as a teenag-
er. Glenna said that she was the help-
er for pastry chef Mary Donlon, who 
made the best angel food cake. Glenna 

recalled having to 
beat and beat egg 
whites by hand 
(not with a mixer) 
to make these 
cakes. Glenna 
said that she 
enjoyed working 
there especially 
since she could 
taste the “treats” 
that were being 
made for the 
guests, many of 
whom were par-
ents of boys at the 
school.

Glenna’s moth-
er, Glenna Loos, 
and Aunt Edith 
Loos also worked 
at the Inn as wait-

resses; so did Rasalie Ayers. In those 
days the waitresses were not to make 
small talk with the guests but were to 
be very businesslike and take orders. 
Glenna’s mother wore a very formal 
uniform of a long-sleeve black dress 
with a little white apron, white collar 
and white cuffs. May Cotter was the 
head waitress. Jimmy Spielman was 
a young fellow who served as bus-
boy. The chauffeur was a “black man 
named Robert”, and he would bring 
people from the railroad station (con-
versations 12/12/16 & 1/4/17).

Glenna was interested in finding 
an old photo of the Ben Grosvenor 
Inn so we started by looking in Susan 
L. Griggs Folklore and Firesides of 
Pomfret, Hampton, and Vicinity. The 
index listed many Grosvenors (but no 
first names) so I began reading a short 
biography of Ben Grosvenor, which I 
found fascinating.

“In 1866, following the advice 
of Horace Greeley to ‘Go West, 
Young Man,’ he went to the wilds of 
Nebraska, as an appointed agent to 
the Winnebago-Omaha Reservation, to 
teach cultivation to the Indians. This 
region became the richest wheat-rais-
ing district in the state. In 1867 he 
returned to Pomfret to marry Miss 
Anna Mathewson. Their wedding took 
place at daybreak on the morning 
of Dec. 23. They started on the early 
morning train for their honeymoon 
trip to the west, where Mr. Grosvenor 
had a new home waiting. The Missouri 
River not being bridged at that time, 
they were given long poles to make 
the crossing on the ice less danger-
ous. Fortunately, they made the cross-
ing safely. But tragedy awaited their 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Sharp 
and child who had come across the 
river to welcome them to their new 
home. In making the return trip, all 
three were drowned, as the ice broke 
under them. The Sharp family was 
also from Pomfret, having preceded 
the Grosvenors to Nebraska.

Two days later, Mrs. Grosvenor 
awoke in her own home, to find her 
yard full of Indians who were await-
ing their turn to sharpen their knives 
and axes. Apparently the Grosvenors 
were not pleased with the west, for at 
the end of two years they returned to 
Pomfret…After his death his son, John, 
maintained the Inn until the coming of 
the Automobile Age wrought many 
changes in the patronage of the hill-top 
summer resorts.” (pp. 43-44).

I wonder how many other northeast-
ern Connecticut residents left the area 
for a few years to try life in the West 
but then returned home. If you have 
relatives who did so, please contact 
me so we can make notations in the 
family files. You might be able to help 
someone locate a missing link. Also, 
if you have any good photos of the old 
Ben Grosvenor Inn, please bring them 
to the Killingly Historical Center to be 
copied. When Glenna asked if I’d done 
a “Google” search (I hadn’t), I quickly 
discovered a number of postcards of 
the Inn for sale on eBay and Amazon. 
They were not cheap!

Periodically, I think about Killingly 
in alphabetical terms. “K is for 
Killingly.” Now if you start with 
the letter A, most of you will easily 
think of Alexander’s Lake. How many 
others can you quickly think of? I 
thought I’d extract just a few from 
Natalie Coolidge’s Killingly Business 
Encyclopedia and see how many you 
recall. Keep in mind that this is a selec-
tive list that does not begin to include 
all the “A” entries.

ACT Tech 1011 North Main 
Street, Killingly (1990-91and 1991-92 
SNET Telephone Directories); AFM 
Engineering Corp. (1001 Hartford 
Pike, Dayville, 1997-1998 and 2004 
Telephone books); A. G. Stores (says 
see Czupryna’s Market), 30 Main 
Street, Danielson. Grand opening, 
formerly the General Store, conduct-

ed by A. Czupryna — extracted from 
Quinebaug Valley News; A&L Electric, 
58 North Street, Rudolph Adamczyk 
and Jacques Lemoine, 1974.

How many recall when A&P Food 
Store (The Great Atlantic & Pacific 
Tea Company) was located at 64 Main 
Street in Danielson and at 39 South 
Main Street on the Brooklyn side of 
the Quinebaug River (1934 Windham 
County Transcript)? A photo of this 
early Danielson A&P can be found in 
Images of America, Killingly by Natalie 
L Coolidge and Robert A. Spencer on p. 
43. The store was located in what was 
historically called the Day Building 
and now houses The Trinket Shoppe. 
A Business Encyclopedia Entry con-
tained an extract from the Jan. 22, 1953 
Windham County Transcript concern-
ing a more modern building.

“An A&P super market is to be 
built on the corner property at Main 
Street and Westcott Road at the rota-
ry in Danielson … The land has been 
purchased for the purpose by Amasa 
D. Pierce from the trustees of the 
Westcott-Wilcox Old People’s Home 
and the building will be constructed by 
Mr. Pierce according to A&P plans and 
specifications.”

How many of you recall when an 
A&P Sav-A Center existed on Route 12 
in Dayville? I couldn’t quite place it, 
but my son Michael Weaver said that 
it was across from the old MacDonald’s 
location in the present Kohl’s plaza. 
Natalie’s first entry on that store is 
from the 1990-91 SNET Telephone 
Directory.

I had asked Joan Kent about the 
A&P, but she commented that since her 
family lived near Connecticut Mills, 
they didn’t shop there but patronized 
the little “Mom and Pop” stores on 
Mechanics Street. She said her fami-
ly lived in an apartment in the same 
building as Anger’s Grocery Store 
(Ephrem, according to the Business 
Encyclopedia). They were really nice 
and spoiled her a lot since their chil-
dren were grown. They even taught 
her how to put the rolls in their player 
piano and would let her play it. Stores 
were closed on Sunday, but Joan said 
that if her family had unexpected 
company and needed something, they 
would knock on the Anger’s door and 
get what they needed from the store 
(conversation 1/8/17).

Periodically this year I’ll do alpha-
betical extracts from the Business 
Encyclopedia to bring back old mem-
ories, or perhaps remind the younger 
generations of what once existed in the 
little villages in town. Please feel free 
to send comments and suggestions. 
They’re much appreciated.

Margaret M. Weaver is the Killingly 
Municipal Historian. Special thanks 
to Glenna (Loos) Bruno, Joan Kent, 
and Michael Weaver for memories used 
in this column. For additional infor-
mation visit the Killingly Historical 
Center Wednesday or Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. (or by appointment) or www.
killinglyhistorical.org or call 860-779-
7250. Mail for the Killingly Historical 
& Genealogical Society, Inc. or the 
Killingly Historical Center should be 
sent to PO Box 265, Danielson, CT 06329. 
Margaret Weaver may be reached at 
margaretmweaver@gmail.com.
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8x7-9x7 Steel 
2 Sided Insulated  

Garage Door
r-value 9.65 Inc, standard hardware & 
track, 8 color & 3 panel design options

$40 Off
The purchase of  
any garage door

(1 per customer, not to be combined 
with any other offer)
Coupon expires 1/31/17

$570
includes Installation

Affordable and Dependable Garage Door Professionals

Sales • Service • Installation

800-605-9030  508-987-8600
www.countrysidedoors.com   e: countrysidegaragedoors1@verizon.net

FREE 
ESTIMATES

THE SIDING STORE INC.

thesidingstoreinc.com
860.423.7771   860.963.9035
860.886.1718   860.564.7088

References Galore • Fully Licensed • Senior Discounts • Lead Safe

Siding • Roofing • Windows • Decks • Sunrooms

Financing available to qualified customers!

We take pride  
in our customer 

service!

Winter Pricing 
Now in Effect AFFORDABLE!

Bird sightings at Connecticut Audubon Society Center 
at Pomfret and Wyndham Land Trust properties for 
the week of Jan. 2: Bald Eagle, American Tree Sparrow, 
Junco, Barred Owl, Red-tailed Hawk, Brown-headed 
Cowbird, Red-winged Blackbird, Cedar Waxwing, Song 
Sparrow, American Kestrel. Visit www.ctaudubon.org/
center-at-pomfret.

Villager Almanac

At CT Audubon

Stonebridge Press, Inc.



BROOKLYN

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Housing Authority, 10 a.m., 31 Tiffany 

Street

Thursday, Jan. 19
Emergency Management Security, 7 

p.m., 4 Wolf Den Road 

EASTFORD

Monday, Jan. 16
Clean Energy, 7 p.m., Town Office 

Building

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Republican Town Committee, 7 p.m., 

Eastford Public Library

Thursday, Jan. 19
Fracking Waste Forum, 7 p.m., Town 

Office Building
Library Board, 7 p.m., Eastford Public 

Library

KILLINGLY

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Housing Authority, 2 p.m., Birchwood 

Terrance
PZC Regular Meeting, 7 p.m., See 

Agenda For Location

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Conservation Commission, 7 p.m., See 

Agenda For Location

Thursday, Jan. 19

Historic Commission, 7 p.m., Town 
Meeting Room

POMFRET

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting, 8 a.m., 

Pomfret Senior Center

Wednesday, Jan. 18

Senior Advocate Commission, 6 p.m., 
Pomfret Senior Center

Thursday, Jan. 19

Agriculture Commission, 7 p.m., 
Pomfret Senior Center

PUTNAM

Tuesday, Jan. 17

Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., Town Hall

THOMPSON

Monday, Jan. 16

Conservation Commission, 7 p.m., 
Town Hall

Tuesday, Jan 17

Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., Town Hall

Wednesday, Jan. 18

Economic Development Commission, 
6:30 p.m., Town Hall

Thursday, Jan. 19

Library Board of Trustees, 2 p.m., 
Thompson Library

WOODSTOCK

Monday, Jan. 16

Ag Commission, 1 p.m., Town Hall

Tuesday, Jan. 17

Beautification Committee, 6:15 p.m., 
Town Hall

Arboretum, 7 p.m., Town Hall

Wednesday, Jan. 18

Quasset School Committee, 4 p.m., 
Town Hall

Thursday, Jan. 19

Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., Town Hall
Planning & Zoning, 7:30 p.m., Town 

Hall
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Public Meetings

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

WILLINGTON — 
Three northeastern 
Connecticut residents 
were arrested in a sin-
gle week in the town of 
Willington according to 
State Police out of the 
Troop C Barracks in 
Tolland, all on drug-re-
lated charges.

According to releases 
from the Connecticut 
State Police the first 
arrest took place on 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, at 
approximately 8 p.m., 
when troopers from 
the Troop C Barracks 
in Tolland were con-
ducting motor vehicle 
enforcement on I-84 
eastbound in the area 

of exit 69. According to 
police, on-duty troopers 
observed a vehicle miss-
ing a brake light and the 
operator, identified as 
Brooklyn resident Brian 
Pomposelli, perform a 
motor vehicle traffic vio-
lation. Troopers proceed-
ed to stop the vehicle in 
the area of Route 74 and 
Route 32 in Willington 

and while speaking with 
the operator, officers 
determined that there 
were possibly narcotics 
in the vehicle. 

Troopers initiated 
an investigation on the 
scene and located 49 
bags of suspected her-
oin. Pomposelli was 
taken into custody and 
transported to Troop C 
where he was finger-
printed, photographed 
and released after post-
ing bond pending a court 
date. Pomposelli had an 
additional heroin relat-
ed arrest dating back to 
September of 2015.

Only two days later 
on Jan. 6 police made 
another series of arrests 
involving local resi-
dents after three indi-
viduals were taken into 
custody on similar drug 
charges. A second report 
from Connecticut State 
Police revealed that 

these arrests took place 
in almost the same exact 
location in Willington 
where Troopers from 
Troop C were conducting 
motor vehicle enforce-
ment on I-84 once again 
and at around 9:15 p.m. a 
trooper observed a vehi-
cle with an equipment 
violation. 

Troopers followed 
the vehicle as it exited 
the highway, and sub-
sequently conducted a 
motor vehicle stop on 
Route 74 in Willington 
where, after speaking 
with operator who was 
determined to be 53-year-
old Danielson resident 
David McKnight, offi-
cers confirmed that the 
occupants of the vehicle 
were in possession of 
narcotics. Police said 170 
wax folds of heroin were 
found in the vehicle, all 
labeled with the same 
“Posted” stamp that were 

located on all the bags of 
heroin located only two 
days before.

McKnight along with 
24-year-old Norwich res-
ident Anthony Falzone, 
and 27-year-old Ryan 
LaFountain, of Danielson, 
were all taken into cus-
tody and held on sepa-
rate bonds. McKnight 
was held on a $75,000 
cash/surety bond, and 
Falzone and LaFountain 
were released after 
each posting $10,000 
non-surety bonds. 
Falzone and LaFountain 
are scheduled to appear 
in Rockville Superior 
Court on Jan. 24. David 
McKnight was scheduled 
to appear in Rockville 
Superior Court on Jan. 9.

Jason Bleau may be 
reached at 508-909-4129, or 
by e-mail at jason@stone-
bridgepress.com.

Ryan LaFountain

Three Quiet Corner residents arrested on drug charges

Brian Pomposelli David McKnight
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508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat. 9-4, Thurs. 8-6.

45 COLORS • $45 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq.ft. or more) includes: rounded. beveled, or polished edges,  

4 in back splash. Cutout for sink.

Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble and Granite  

of ANY Fabrication Shop

280 Colors to choose from
Granite Counter top, Quartz Surface, Soapstone

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Killingly fans support their basketball team
Charlie Lentz photos

DAYVILLE — Killingly High girls basketball fans came out to support the Redgals in their first game 
of the New Year against Bacon Academy last Friday, Jan. 6, at Killingly High’s gymnasium.

Concession stand volunteers, from left, Tina Chahanovich, Kirsten 
Gosper, and Cheryl Albee. Proceeds from concessions benefit Project 
Graduation which will help sponsor a trip for the Killingly High Class 
of 2017.

Harmon and Melinda French.

The Hibbard family, from left, Bryant, Cindy, Lori, Saige, and Jay.

Deb and Jim Saritelli.

Back row, Mary Mason and Jeff Binienda, 
front, Alex Stawiecki.

Suzanne Mazzarella and Don DiPasquale.

Amy and Tim Brunet with their daughter, 
Lexie.

From left, Frank Grandelski, Sarah Lenoir, and Mike Hill.



Westview achieves ‘America’s 
Best’ for ninth year

DAYVILLE — Westview Health 
Care Center in Dayville has achieved 
America’s Best in the United States 
with a 5-Star overall rating, according 
to U.S. News and World Report, for the 
ninth consecutive year and since the 
inception of the ranking system.

The report based its findings from 
the federal government’s Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
Nursing Home Compare data of over 
15,500 certified health care facilities in 
the country and other factors based on 
quality of care measures.  U.S. News 
and World Report began this rating 
system in 2009 and in 2016 the system 
was modified to also include evaluating 
a facility’s historical performance, aver-
aging monthly data over an entire year, 
placing more emphasis on strong per-
formance in medical quality measures 
and the level of rehabilitation services 
provided to patients. The U.S. News 
and World Report ranking information 
aims to make one of life’s decisions a 
little easier by providing performance 
ratings to millions of Americans who 
are researching health care facilities to 
find the highest rated providers likely 
to meet their needs and level of expecta-
tions. Westview Health Care Center has 
remained one of America’s Best 5-Star 
overall rated facilities since the incep-
tion of the U.S. News and World Report 
article published 9 
years ago on May 
9, 2009.

“We are very 
excited to be 

so highly ranked by both U.S. News 
and World Report and the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services,” stat-
ed Westview Administrator David T. 
Panteleakos. “We are also truly hum-
bled by this fantastic acknowledgement 
and will continue to work hard in order 
to provide a better quality of life for the 
patients and residents we serve, who 
are the ultimate beneficiaries of our 
efforts. Of course, these accomplish-
ments are not possible without the hard 
work, dedication and outstanding con-
tributions of our most valuable asset: 
our amazing health care professionals 
and staff members.”
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Wash & Fold 
Service

Dayville Dry Cleaners & Laundromat
Rte 101 Dayville - Across from XtraMart

860-779-2777

Lower Cost 
Dry Cleaning!

The Brooklyn Republican Town Committee
will be holding an 

“Ole Fashion Social”

Proceeds go to the BRTC. There is no admission fee.

A Meet And Greet  ~  Open To All
At Hank’s Restaurant Rt. 6 Brooklyn CT.

Saturday,  January 21, 2017 • 5:00pm to 7:00pm

Refreshments

We will have gift basket raffles and  
great gift certificates from  

Brooklyn businesses to raffles off

It will be a great chance to break up the winter doldrums, come out and 
see your fellow residents and neighbors, celebrate the inauguration of 

the nations 45th president
David Fuss, Chairman BRTC ~ 860-377-1517

Thompson’s Art at the Library series continues
Charlie Lentz photos

NORTH GROSVENORDALE — Thompson Public Library’s Art at the Library 
series recently displayed its Thompson Winter Student Showcase. The series is 
generously supported by the Friends of the Library. All of the following works were 
produced by students at Tourtellotte Memorial High School.

Mia Krysa

Caleb St. Onge

Maegan Roy

Brandon Mead Emma Fahey

Hailie Lemieux Samantha Hawkes

news brief

IT’S 
GOIN’

DOWN!
CHECK OUT THE 

SPORTS ACTION!



KILLINGLY — Thanks to the 
renewal of a generous grant 
from an anonymous funder, 
the Goodyear Early Childhood 
Center and Killingly Central 
School will continue their part-
nership with the Connecticut 
Storytelling Center to bring 
literacy programming to pre-
school classrooms.

Three non-profit agencies 
— Killingly Public Schools, 
the Connecticut Storytelling 
Center, and the Killingly Public 
Library have teamed up to pro-
vide “Literacy Mondays” to 
all the preschoolers in the two 
facilities. Each Monday morn-
ing, the children are treated 
to a professional story time. 
The Connecticut Storytelling 
Center’s “Littlest Listeners” 
program sends teaching art-
ists from its roster, or Killingly 

Public Library’s Children’s 
Librarian Alison Whiston reads 
high quality picture books. 
During these story times the 
children and teachers experi-
ence music and folksongs, par-
ticipate in storytelling (with 
and without books), puppets, 
felt board stories, and book 
sharing in an exciting format 
designed to help kids come to 
love books and stories. Details 
on the Littlest Listener program 
can be found at www.connsto-
rycenter.org.

The partners in this literacy 
team met recently to formulate 
ideas for working together. The 
agenda was “Focus on Balanced 
Literacy — Strengthening 
the Partnership between 
the Killingly Public Schools 
Preschool and Literacy Guests.” 
Representing Goodyear Early 

Childhood Center were Sally 
Sherman, Director; Heidi 
Auclair-Golden, Instructional 
Coach; and Heather Livingston, 
Head Teacher. The Connecticut 
Storytelling Center of New 
London was represented 
by Peg Donovan, Preschool 
Program Manager, and Mary Jo 
Maichack, Marketing Director 
(both are storytellers involved 
in the project). The Killingly 
Public Library was represented 
by Ms. Whiston. 

The participants’ shared goal 
for early language, communica-
tion, and literacy is to support 
children’s understanding and 
use of language, using language 
for social interaction, gaining 
book appreciation and knowl-
edge.

“We want to focus on kids’ 
thinking,” said Sherman, 

G o o d y e a r ’ s 
director. 

T h r o u g h 
story time, 
children will 
gain knowl-
edge of print 

and its uses, develop phonologi-
cal (sound) awareness, and con-
vey meaning through drawing, 
letters and words. Goodyear’s 
strategies include shared and 
interactive reading and writ-
ing, large and small group daily 
read-alouds, letter immersion, 
rhyming, syllables, and allitera-
tion along with vocabulary. 

The teachers involved with 
the storytelling program from 
last school year had valuable 
feedback on the effectiveness 
the Connecticut Storytelling 
Center storytellers had on 
Goodyear’s literacy strategies. 
Teacher Holly Bennett com-
mented: “After each visit the 
students talked about the sto-
ries and some of the characters 
in the stories and incorporat-
ed the stories into their block 
play and drawing at the writ-
ing center. They would use the 
language that they heard the 
storytellers use as they retold 
some stories. In my teaching, I 
have attempted to include some 
of the techniques that the story-
tellers model such as character 

voices and having students act 
out the stories. I feel that the 
inclusion of the storytellers into 
our curriculum is a valuable 
extension of our intentionality 
to provide our students with 
quality literacy experiences 
and a love for learning.”

Sherman pointed out the 
value of quality children’s 
literature over thematically 
connected reading materials. 
All agreed we live in a time 
rich in high quality picture 
books, which offer rich vocab-
ulary. As author Jim Trelease 
demonstrates in his Read Aloud 
Handbook, there is a 32-million 
word gap between kids in lower 
socio-economic strata and chil-
dren of professionals. Picture 
books fill that gap, as does story-
telling, through oral language. 

The New Year brings a 
new round of funding for this 
important collaboration con-
tinuing “Literacy Mondays,” 
which combine the talents of 
the Littlest Listeners teach-
ing artists and the children’s 
librarian to delight and edu-

cate the preschool-
ers in Killingly. 
Look for further 
announcements 
from Goodyear/
K i l l i n g l y 
Preschools con-
cerning family 
nights, book fairs, 
or end-of-year cele-
brations where the 
storytellers may 
visit.

For further 
information, con-
tact Peg Donovan 
at the Connecticut 
S t o r y t e l l i n g 
Center, 860-439-
2764.
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HARTFORD — “This award 
will truly make a difference in 
my ability to pay for college,” 
Denaja Gonzalez, a senior at 
Capital Community College 
Magnet Academy in Hartford, 
said on receiving a CHET 
Advance Scholarship at a cer-
emony at the Legislative Office 
Building last week.

Gonzalez was among 200 stu-
dent winners, their families and 
teachers who attended a festive 
program to recognize 100 high 
school freshmen and one hun-
dred high school seniors from 
across Connecticut as recipi-
ents of the 2016 CHET Advance 
Scholarship.

State Treasurer Denise 
L. Nappier, Trustee of the 
Connecticut Higher Education 
Trust (“CHET”), told the stu-
dents, “If you work hard, show 
persistence and have a belief 
in yourself, even though your 
path may be unpredictable, 
your goal is achievable.”

2016 is the fourth year of the 
CHET Advance Scholarship 
program, which awards $2,500 
scholarships to high school 
seniors and initial $2,000 schol-
arships to freshmen. The fresh-
men have the opportunity to 
receive an additional $500 if the 
student’s family saves $500 in a 
CHET account by the time the 
student goes to college.

“I am proud to say that with 
the inclusion of this year’s 

winners, the CHET Advance 
Scholarship program has been 
able to help 800 Connecticut 
students and their families 
reduce the financial burden of 
a college education,” Nappier 
said. “The process of research-
ing, applying for and deciding 
what college to go to is incred-
ibly stressful for students and 
families. If we are able to help 
lower that stress level by a 
small amount or help fill the 
cost gap, then that’s a win in 
my book.”

At the Legislative Office 
Building, students and their 
parents spoke to members of 

the State Treasurer’s Office 
about how much the scholar-
ships will help with college 
expenses. A second student 
speaker, Macklin Miezejeski, 
a freshman at Valley Regional 
High School in Deep River, 
expressed the sentiments of 
many when he said that the 
scholarship “is a big boost for 
our motivation to attend col-
lege. The award will allow us to 
think about our future and our 
road ahead.”

The winners, who were ran-
domly selected from a pool of 
more than 2,500 applicants, hail 
from 93 high schools. Almost 

half the towns in Connecticut 
have at least one winner and 
all five congressional districts 
are represented among the 
winners. Of the winners, 127 
are young women and 73 are 
young men.

CHET Advance Scholarship 
is administered by the 
Connecticut Higher Education 
Trust, Connecticut’s 529 col-
lege savings plan. As Trustee 
of CHET, Treasurer Nappier 
negotiated for the establish-
ment of the scholarship pro-
gram. TIAA-CREF Tuition 
Financing, Inc. and The 
Hartford, plan managers for 
CHET Direct-Sold and CHET 

Advisor-Sold, respectively, 
contribute annually into a 
scholarship account to finance 
the scholarship program, 
under their contracts with the 
Treasurer’s Office to manage 
CHET 529. No state funds are 
used for awards issued under 
CHET Advance Scholarship.

To ensure the impartial-
ity of the random drawings, 
International Scholarship and 
Tuition Services, which has 
more than 25 years of schol-
arship administration experi-
ence, set up and ran the selec-
tion process with oversight 
from TIAA.

CHET Advance Scholarship winners announced

Photos courtesy Nick Caito Photography

Woodstock Academy freshman Ryan Noll, of Brooklyn.

Woodstock Academy senior Collin Singleton, of Eastford.

WILLIMANTIC — The public is invit-
ed to attend EASTCONN’s Arts at the 
Capitol Theater (ACT) arts magnet high 
school’s Looking-Glass Self Student 
Dance Company Showcase 2017 on 
Friday, Jan. 6, and Saturday, Jan. 7, at 7 
p.m., at EASTCONN’s Capitol Theater, 
896 Main St., in downtown Willimantic. 

The Dance Showcase will feature a 
variety of original performances cho-
reographed by student dance majors 
at ACT. In preparing for the Showcase, 
students have reflected on the concept 
of identity and channeled personal 
life experiences to inspire their cre-
ative works. Through a range of dance 
genres, choreographers and dancers 
will explore the people, personalities 
and interactions that shape one’s indi-
viduality. 

Among many thematic dance per-
formances slated for the Showcase is 
“The Election,” which captures the 
frustration of trying to identify with the 
2016 presidential candidates, “There’s 
Always A Silver Lining, So Where’s 
Mine?” a duet portraying one’s reali-
zation that negative thoughts are con-
trolling them and “Life-Time,” a piece 

that tells the story of the significant role 
time plays during the stages of life. 

In preparing for the Showcase since 
the start of the school year, ACT chore-

ographers and dancers have collaborat-
ed with the entire ACT student commu-
nity, including students who are study-
ing advanced lighting design. 

ACT student dancers include 
seniors Lauthell Labonte (Putnam), 
Destiny Hollis (Willimantic), Daniel 
Marinelli (Willington), Samantha 
Richard (Willimantic), and Jorrel 
Morales (Windham); as well as juniors 
Hailie Brytowski (Putnam), Theresse 
Weigand-Watkinson (Norwich), Alesha 
Coppinger (Colchester), Devin Beaudry 
(Canterbury), and Deborah Rolon (New 
London). 

ACT will welcome guest artists and 
ACT alumni, Kerra Jackson (2015), Jose 
Aponte (2011) and other members of the 
dance community.

Tickets are $10 for adults, $8 for 
students and seniors, and $5 for ACT 
students and alumni. Tickets may be 
reserved in advance by calling 860-465-
5636. The Capitol Theater Box Office 
will open one hour before show time 
for walk-up ticket sales. The Showcase 
is appropriate for audience members of 
all ages. Visit www.eastconn.org/act to 
learn more about ACT.

Courtesy photo

Pictured: Front row, from left, Daniel Marinelli, Cayla White, Lauthell LaBonte, Destiny 
Hollis, Jorrel Morales. Middle row, from left, Hailie Brytowski, Theresse Weigand-Watkinson, 
Samantha Richards. Back row, from left, Alesha Coppinger, Devin Beaudry.

Student Dance Company Showcase this weekend

CT Storytelling Center renews literacy programs in Killingly
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the latest and most effective treatment for moderate to severe asthma and urticaria (hives).

Champlain College
BURLINGTON, Vt. — Shannon Eber, 

of Danielson, has been named to the 
Champlain College Dean’s List for the 
Fall 2016 semester.

Students on the Dean’s List have 
achieved a grade point average of 3.5 
or higher during the semester. Eber is 
majoring in Legal Studies.

Siena College
LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. — Gunjan Sali, 

of Thompson, is participating in the 
Siena College Study Abroad program 
for the Spring 2017 semester. Gunjan 
will be studying in Hyderabad, India.

Lasell College
NEWTON — Lasell College has 

announced the Dean’s List for outstand-
ing academic achievement during the 
Fall semester of the 2016-17 academic 
year. A student must earn a semester 

GPA of 3.5 or higher to receive Dean’s 
List recognition.

Among the students named to the 
Dean’s List are:

Amanda Bennett, of North 
Grosvenordale

Briana Wrubleski, of Quinebaug
Jessica Lindell, of Thompson

Dean College
FRANKLIN — Dean College is 

pleased to announce the students that 
have earned a place on the Dean’s List 
for the Fall 2016 semester.

Morgan Cacciapouti, of Thompson
Michael Merrill, of North 

Grosvenordale
Cody Maiorino, of Brooklyn

Keene State College
KEENE, N.H. — Keene State College 

announces that 1,400 students have 
been named to the fall 2016 dean’s list, 
including the student(s) in your area, 
listed below.

Harley Blodgett, of East Woodstock
Skylar Stevens, of Danielson
Paige Carito, of Brooklyn

Quinebaug Valley Community 
College

DANIELSON — Students return-
ing to Quinebaug Valley Community 
College for the spring semester will 
notice the smoking receptacles at the 
Danielson campus are gone.

Starting Jan. 1, QVCC became one of 
a handful of colleges in Connecticut to 
become a tobacco- and vape-free cam-
pus. Smoking and vaping is prohibited 
on all campus property, including all 
indoor and outdoor space of the college 
and Quinebaug Middle College, and 
inside all vehicles.

According to QVCC President Carlee 
Drummer, the college is taking this 
step to ensure QVCC offers a healthy 
learning and working environment and 
to comport with the goals of the Climate 
Action Plan issued last year.

“Beyond the deleterious effects of 

second-hand smoke, cigarette butts are 
the most commonly discarded piece of 
waste around the world and are not 
biodegradable,” she noted. “Prohibiting 
smoking will be a great boon to QVCC’s 
maintenance crew who must deal with 
the cigarette litter on a daily basis,” she 
added.

Drummer pointed out that most 
states have strict laws in place about 
the prohibition of smoking on the cam-
puses of public colleges and univer-
sities. In fact, the US Department of 
Health and Human Services launched a 
National Tobacco-Free College Campus 
Initiative in 2012. As of October 1, 2016, 
at least 1,713 colleges and universities 
in the US are smokeless campuses.

According to the policy, “Violation 
may result in monetary fines issued 
by QVCC’s security officers and/or 
disciplinary action by the appropriate 
administrative office.” Drummer said 
the security officers will be responsible 
for enforcing the new policy. “Feedback 
has been overwhelmingly positive,” she 
added.

EDUCATION NOTEBOOK

WOODSTOCK 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: 
Hamburger/bun, over fries, 
fruit, milk

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Chicken 
Caesar salad, wheat roll, fruit, 
milk

Thursday, Jan. 19: Hot tur-
key sandwich, butternut 
squash, whole grain cookie/
fruit, milk

Friday, Jan. 20: Pizza, zucchi-
ni, fruit, milk

WOODSTOCK MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: 
Hamburger/bun, over fries, 
fruit, milk

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Chicken 
Caesar salad, wheat roll, fruit, 
milk

Thursday, Jan. 19: Hot turkey 
sandwich, butternut squash, 

fruit, milk
Friday, Jan. 20: Pizza, zucchi-

ni, fruit, milk

POMFRET COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: French 
toast sticks, turkey sausage 
links, hash browns, veggie 
cups, orange juice or fruit, 1 
percent or fat free milk

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Crispy 
chicken strips, steamed car-
rots, whole grain roll, veggie 
cups/dip, fresh fruit or fruit 
cups, 1 percent or fat free milk

Thursday, Jan. 19: Mr. Fox’s 
assorted pizza, spring mix 
salad, veggie cups/dip, fresh 
fruit or fruit cups, 1 percent or 
fat free milk

Friday, Jan. 20: Deli turkey 
sandwich, sliced cheese, let-
tuce, tomato, veggie cups/dip, 
baked Doritos, fresh fruit or 
fruit cups, 1 percent or fat free 
milk, pudding

TOURTELLOTTE 
MEMORIAL HIGH 

SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Tuesday, Jan. 17: Chili cheese 

fries, sour cream, chives, baked 
beans, garlic breadstick, Alt. 
Main: Hot dog/roll

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Chicken 
parmesan/bun, mashed potato, 
carrots, Alt. Main: Fish patty/
bun

Thursday, Jan. 19: Double 
Decker: Toasted cheese sand-
wich or toasted ham and 
cheese sandwich, tomato soup, 
roasted green beans, Alt Main: 
Stuffed crust pizza

Friday, Jan. 20: Popcorn 
chicken, oven-fried rice, broc-
coli, Alt. Main: Fish sticks w/
dinner roll

THOMPSON MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Chili cheese 
fries, sour cream, chives, baked 
beans, garlic breadstick, Alt. 
Main: Hot dog/roll

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Chicken 
parmesan/bun, mashed potato, 
carrots, Alt. Main: Fish patty/
bun

Thursday, Jan. 19: Double 
Decker: Toasted cheese sand-
wich or toasted ham and 
cheese sandwich, tomato soup, 
roasted green beans, Alt Main: 
Stuffed crust pizza

Friday, Jan. 20: Popcorn 
chicken, oven-fried rice, broc-
coli, Alt. Main: Fish sticks w/
dinner roll

MARY R. FISHER 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Hot dog/
roll, tater tots, ketchup, baked 
beans, 100 percent fruit juice, 
milk choice

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Stuffed 
crust pizza, garden salad, 
Italian dressing, cookie, apple-
sauce, milk choice

Thursday, Jan. 19: Five 
chicken nuggets, mac n cheese, 
ketchup, broccoli and cauli-
flower, orange wedges, milk 
choice

Friday, Jan. 20: Pretzel with 
cheese sauce, yogurt, granola, 
fresh carrots and celery sticks, 
100 percent fruit juice, milk 
choice

PUTNAM HIGH SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Italian 
meatball sub (meatballs sim-
mered in a zesty marinara 
sauce, then loaded into a whole 
grain hoagie roll and topped 
with mozzarella cheese), roast-
ed harvest squash

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Baked 
shepherd’s pie (layered casse-
role of seasoned ground beef, 
vegetables, topped with crust 
of garlic flavored mashed pota-
toes)

Thursday, Jan. 19: Hot dog 
with fixing bar (hot dog on 
whole grain roll with chili fix-
ing bar, onions, sauerkraut, 
relish, mustard, ketchup, crisp 
curly French fries, crunchy 
cole slaw)

Friday, Jan. 20: Pizza slice 
(cheese and tomato or assort-
ed toppings on our homemade 
whole wheat pizza dough), 
cucumber and tomato salad

PUTNAM MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Hot diggity 
dog (hot dog with toppings on a 
whole grain roll, topping bar), 
baked beans, creamy cole slaw

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Bosco 
whole grain pizza dippers with 
zesty marinara dipping sauce, 
whole grain penne pasta, roast-
ed winter squash

Thursday, Jan. 19: Popcorn 
chicken potato bowl (crispy 
popcorn chicken atop creamy 
mashed potatoes and sweet 
corn and whole grain dinner 
roll)

Friday, Jan. 20: Homemade 
calzones (choice of cheese 
or pepperoni nestled in our 
homemade while wheat pizza 
dough), side of zesty marinara 
sauce, crisp garden salad with 
dressing

PUTNAM ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: Hot diggity 
dog (hot dog with toppings on a 
whole grain roll, topping bar), 
baked beans, creamy cole slaw

Wednesday, Jan. 18: Bosco 
whole grain pizza dippers with 
zesty marinara dipping sauce, 
whole grain penne pasta, roast-
ed winter squash

Thursday, Jan. 19: Popcorn 
chicken potato bowl (crispy 
popcorn chicken atop creamy 
mashed potatoes and sweet 
corn and whole grain dinner 
roll)

Friday, Jan. 20: Homemade 
calzones (choice of cheese 
or pepperoni nestled in our 
homemade while wheat pizza 
dough), side of zesty marinara 
sauce, crisp garden salad with 
dressing

BROOKLYN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: No School: 
Professional Development

Wednesday, Jan. 18: 
Pancakes and bacon, syrup, 
hash brown, applesauce, 100 
percent juice, milk

Thursday, Jan. 19: Hot dog 
on a bun, assorted condiments, 
chips, baked beans, wild Maine 
blueberries, milk

Friday, Jan. 20: Fresh baked 
pizza with assorted toppings, 
fries, strawberry shortcake, 
milk

BROOKLYN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

Monday, Jan. 16: No School: 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Tuesday, Jan. 17: No School: 
Professional Development

Wednesday, Jan. 18: 
Pancakes and bacon, syrup, 
hash brown, applesauce, 100 
percent juice, milk

Thursday, Jan. 19: Philly 
cheese steak on a torpedo roll, 
chips, peppers and onons, wild 
Main Blueberries, milk

Friday, Jan. 20: Fresh baked 
pizza with assorted toppings, 
fries, strawberry shortcake, 
milk

MENUS

WA to install electric vehicle 
charging stations

WOODSTOCK — Working in partnership with the Woodstock 
CT Green Energy Team, The Woodstock Academy is pleased to 
announce that two Electric Vehicle Charging Stations will be 
installed on campus.

In response to the overall increase in public interest and to 
provide additional benefit to students, families, and surround-
ing communities, The Academy will install two electric vehicle 
charging stations this spring. The stations will be located in the 
main parking lot close to the maintenance garage.

“We are honored to partner with The Green Energy Team in 
Woodstock,” said Academy Headmaster Chris Sandford. “This 
Team has done amazing work in the area of solar and energy con-
servation around our community. Woodstock has been named a 
Connecticut Green Energy Community and we are proud to be a 
part of the efforts.”

The charging stations – two of five being introduced in the 
Town of Woodstock – are being installed for free on behalf of the 
CT Green Bank for the outstanding achievements made by the 
Woodstock Green Energy Commission in fostering clean renew-
able energy in Woodstock. Additional stations will be located at 
the middle school, elementary school, and the Town Hall.

The Woodstock CT Green Energy Team was officially estab-
lished in 2008 as a town appointed committee whose primary 
responsibility includes the investigation of renewable energy 
options and ways the town and community can conserve energy. 
The Team is a member of the CT Clean Energy Program, and is 
chaired by Jim Stratos.

“Woodstock, as a community leader in clean renewable energy, 
is one of only two towns in the state whose energy consumption 
for all municipal buildings and public schools is 100 percent clean 
renewable energy,” Stratos said. “This was augmented with the 
recent one megawatt solar brownfield installation just added to 
the old discontinued five-acre town landfill.”

www.860Local.com
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I can just see them — spell-
bound, wide-eyed, mouths 
gaping and minds whirring. 
People of varying occupa-
tions, ages, races and socio-
economic backgrounds who 
had one thing in common 
- they had never heard 
anything like they were 
hearing from the unkempt, 
long-haired mountain man 
who was leaning back in 
his chair, gazing into space, 
describing a remote moun-
tain scene he claimed to 
have seen with his own 
eyes.

He told of a place where 
the mud bubbled, the air 
smelled like rotten eggs, 
deep blue-green pools of 
water nearly boiled and 
streams of water unpredict-
ably jetted higher than the 
trees - and all this smack 
dab in the middle of frozen 
patches of ice and snow. 
At first his audience was 
amazed, even mesmerized, 
but soon many became 
skeptical. Why? Because 
they had never seen any-
thing of the sort. It didn’t 
seem plausible. It was unex-
plainable. 

Turns out old John Colter 
was telling the truth. His 
contemporaries inability to 
believe the explorer’s tales 
in 1806, did not make the 
geothermal features that 
would eventually become 
a hallmark of Yellowstone 
National Park non-existent. 
Colter couldn’t explain it at 
the time, but he could cer-
tainly tell the world about 
it. Believers who have had 
personal experiences with 
God can relate. It is real, but 
unexplainable.

Some things I, as a believ-
er, can not explain:

• How He made this amaz-
ing planet with all its won-
derful and varied life forms.

• How we can live forever.
• Why the almighty 

Creator would be so patient 
and forgiving toward those 
who arrogantly slaughtered 
him.

• Why God robed Himself 
in flesh and died for people 
who He knew would reject 
him.

• How Jesus raised him-
self from the dead and 
ascended into heaven.

• How God hears and 
answers the prayers of peo-
ple all over the world, simul-
taneously.

• How and why a perfect 
God would forgive me and 
give me a full pardon for all 
my sins, without charge.

Some might argue that 
such questions are evidence 
that God is a fictional char-
acter. Because they can’t 
explain, they can’t believe. 
But most people see how that 
flies in the face of reason. 
That would be like declar-
ing that space shuttles do 
not exist just because there 
are people who have never 
seen a shuttle and cannot 
fathom a machine that can 
circumvent the globe and 
travel at speeds in excess of 
17,000 miles per hour. The 
evidence is everywhere: 

• Billions of people who 
have had personal experi-
ences with God. 

• Millions of people who 
have been healed or raised 
from the dead.

• Thousands who have 
been so impacted by God 
that they have been willing 
to die for him. 

For believers, those 
unexplainable statements 
simply stand as evidence 
that God is bigger than our 
minds can conceive. That is 
extremely comforting when 
coupled with the Good News 
that He loves us in spite of 
our limited knowledge and 
imperfect behavior. To be 
honest, I would not want a 
God who was explainable. 
A God we can figure out is 
probably a god of our own 
making. The greatest attri-
bute of the Creator-God who 
became our Savior is that 
He is unexplainable!

Bishop John W. Hanson 
oversees Acts II Ministries, 
in Thompson, where believ-
ers consistently experience 
unexplainable love and mir-
acles. For more information, 
please visit www.ActsII.org. 
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OPINION
Opinion and commentary from the Quiet Corner

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
On Jan. 3, Mr. Baldwin presented his “idea” 

for a ban on coal tar products in the Town of 
Pomfret.

This ban would apply only to town projects. 
An idea is exactly what it was. There was no 
real research done on how other states and 
localities have written their respective bans. 
In my opinion, this proposal was a tactic to 
divert attention away from what the first 
selectman has planned for remedying the 
roads here in Longmeadow Farm Estates.

On Nov. 29, the paving consultant he has 
been working with sent an invoice for his 
services. It appears that this was not as much 
of a consultation as it was a plan for putting 
an overlay down in the spring. This overlay 
is not what you would expect it to be. It is a 
new mix.

So, again, we are going to be an experiment. 
Despite the creation of an ad hoc committee 

to help in arriving at a remedy, the first 
selectman had already put this in motion. As 
former First Selectman Jim Rivers pointed 
out at that meeting on Jan. 3, there are roads 
in Pomfret that have been paved recently and 
have only a few residents on them. We have 
at least 60 households here in Longmeadow. 
Our roads are over 20 years old. The costs of 
repaving the traditional way make sense in 
the long run. And, when comparing them to 
other roads, it will not be more expensive.

Again, this assessment comes from some-
one who ran this town quite ably for many 
years. He and I will agree that we did not 
always agree on things when he was in office. 
Yet, this is common sense right now. It is not 
politics.

Kimberly R. Bergendahl
Pomfret Center

Pomfret should not be an ‘experiment’

To the Editor:
Most of us take majority rule to be funda-

mental to our democracy. But is it always?
Two scholars from Princeton have careful-

ly documented that federal legislation usu-
ally favors the wealthy at the expense of the 
rest of us. Why? Because legislators use the 
big donors to get reelected. That will not 
change until we reduce the effect of money 
in politics.

The incoming administration is packed 
with billionaires and multimillionaires 
whose experience gives them little feel for 
the lives of the rest of us. This is not to detract 
from wealth deservedly gained. But it is ques-
tionable that the incoming administration 
will push policies that are best for all.

President-elect Trump brags that his was 
“a massive landslide victory.” Was it? No. 
True, he did win the Electoral College. That 

included winning three swing states by a 
mere 107,000 votes His electoral college lead 
ranks 56th of the 58 winning presidents. He 
lost the popular vote by 2.9 million. Fewer 
people turned out for this election than any 
in the last 20 years. Of the 232 million peo-
ple eligible to vote, he received 63 million 
votes, about 27 percent. Many of those votes 
were for the lesser of two evils, and votes for 
change. Trump got fewer votes than Ford, 
McCain, Kerry, and Rommey, all of whom 
lost with their number of votes. He does not 
have a mandate from the majority.

So, as we the people watch the inaugura-
tion, let’s think of ways that someday our 
elections will truly represent the majority.

Jock McClellan
Woodstock

Majority rule?

Unexplainable

Coderre 
celebrated
There are many ways to shape a com-

munity. Nature provides the physical 
character. Buildings and roads offer 
shelter and access that give a sense of 
how life is lived, what businesses thrive 
and where the locals go for a cup of cof-
fee. All these contribute to the shape of 
a community, but only people and their 
relationships create distinctive locales. 
Sometimes one person stands at the 
head of the line in terms of connecting, 
recognizing and bolstering a place and 
its residents.

Ron P. Coderre, who recently 
announced that he is stepping down 
from writing a sports column after 38 
years, is that person.

I don’t know anything about sports, 
but the column is a conduit for him to 
express his boundless enthusiasm and 
genuine affection for his fellow humans.

Anyone who has attended a char-
ity event, listened to the local radio 
station, dined at one of our watering 
holes or wandered anywhere east of the 
Connecticut River, either by mistake or 
on purpose, had probably met Ron and 
will never forget him.

Ron is the impresario for his commu-
nity and his causes, which are myriad. 
He was born with a big personality and 

plenty of drive. As part of 
a large, gregarious fami-
ly, he can talk to anyone, 
anytime. And at length. If 
asked, he would say that 
he loved his parents, his 
siblings, is still friends 
with kids from grade 
school and nearly every-
one he ever met. To fall 
within Ron’s huge circle 
friends and galactic ring 
of acquaintances is a 

lucky place to be.
Ron has written in our local papers 

about thousands of people, young and 
old with wit, accuracy and loyalty. He 
has immortalized athletes, whether 
Little League stars or duffers getting 
a hole-in-one. In covering local sports 
for the public, parochial and private 
schools, he has put students’ names in 
print, sometimes for the first and per-
haps only time in their lives. He praises 
or gently chides the coaches, the refs 
and the parents while also noting their 
selflessness and sportsmanship. He sees 
the good deed and generosity of spirit 
everywhere he goes. Perhaps he sees 
the world in rose colored glasses, or in 
no glasses at all, as he proclaimed in 
a radio ad praising the skill of his eye 
doctor. Who but an incurable optimist 
would enthuse so heartily about a cata-
ract operation?

When I worked with Ron on fund-rais-
ing for the Hale YMCA I saw his profes-
sionalism in action. The project, now a 
reality, was a tough, decade long slog. 
Through it all, Ron, who is highly orga-
nized and hyper focused, kept calling, 
meeting, having lunch, having more 
lunch, having more meetings, making 
more lists. In the end, it worked. He 
wanted his community to have a YMCA 
and he persevered until the doors 
opened.

Ron noted in his farewell column that 
he never missed a deadline in 38 years. 
Amazing. He had a demanding job at 
the hospital and then with his own firm, 
a family, his golf game and an endless 
stream of people who wanted to bend his 
ear with information about themselves 
or someone else. He always listened and 
wrote about what he saw and heard.

How we feel about ourselves and our 
community is a matter of perception. 
We believe teamwork, volunteerism, 
sportsmanship and perseverance as 
played out in high school gymnasiums 
are pivotal to a good life. We can enjoy 
reading about the career of a talented 
athlete, whose greatest moment will be 
fleeting, but noted. We feel we live in a 
fine place because Ron P. Coderre used 
his talents to tell us how good it really is.

In celebrating local sports through 
his writing, Ron has made our commu-
nity better. He’s earned a rest from the 
keyboard. He can turn off the computer, 
slip on one of his carefully tailored top-
coats and go out to dinner with Donna, 
content in knowing that he has made an 
indelible difference.

Elect or appoint?
To the Editor:
Over the last few weeks regular readers 

of the Villager have learned that there is an 
ongoing effort by the Woodstock Republican 
and Democratic Town Committees to con-
vert the town treasurer’s, town clerk’s, and 
town tax collector’s positions from elected to 
appointed positions.

Based on Judy Walberg’s letter to the editor 
of two weeks ago, it would seem there are at 
least two petitions that have been filed on this 
issue. One on behalf of the RTC/DTC filed 
Dec. 12 and one filed by Mike Dougherty and 
myself filed on Dec. 7. The petition filed by 
Mike and I addresses only the town treasur-
er’s position and was put forward for several 
reasons:

With the cooperative effort by the RTC/
DTC to go forward with changing the three 
positions to appointed positions, appointed 
by the board of selectmen, it was clear that 
this would likely happen – especially if done 
through a special town meeting alone.

The town treasurer’s position is somewhat 
unique in that while part of the Town Hall 
staff the position is responsible for both advis-
ing the Board of Finance, and for executing 
the financial policies set by the Board of 
Finance; having this position beholding to 
the board of selectmen without approval by 
the Board of Finance is not in the best inter-

est of the town as these boards are statutorily 
adversarial when it comes to town financ-
es – someone has to ask the questions. Our 
petition requires Board of Finance approval 
of any appointment to the treasurer’s posi-
tion; which would also give this appointment 
much broader public scrutiny. 

Lastly, it has been known for some time 
that the town treasurer has been looking for 
other opportunities and, in fact, her last day 
is Jan. 13 – she will be greatly missed. This 
position should not be filled by a nominating 
committee working behind closed doors out 
of public eye.

These changes are of no small consequence, 
and I believe it would be in the best interest of 
the town that the Board of Selectmen exercise 
their discretion and send the issue to a refer-
endum vote so that all town voters can have 
their say on the matter.

As of this writing, there is no special town 
meeting on the town calendar and neither 
Mike nor I have received any notifications 
other than certification of receipt of the peti-
tion and of the names on it.

Opinions expressed are mine and may not 
reflect those of the Board of Finance.

Dave Richardson
Alternate, Woodstock 

Board of Finance 

NANCY WEISS

JOHN 
HANSON

Beyond 
the Pews

It’s cold out there and 
we’ve had a couple of snow-
storms by now. There is 
much to do outside – skiing, 
snowshoeing, sledding, ice 
skating, building snowmen, 
holding snowball fights, and 
animal tracking.

Winter is also a good 
time to take on all of those 
indoor activities you’ve been 
“meaning” to do, like cook-
ing, drawing, journaling, 
bowling, indoor rock climb-
ing, writing, movie-viewing, 
and, of course, reading. I like 
to read pieces that relate to 
my life at the moment, and, 
thus, I am reading some poet-
ry about winter. 

Imagery in the poem enti-
tled “A Winter Day,” by Lucy 
Maud Montgomery offers a 
wonderful description of a 
sunlit day, following a snow-
storm: “Wide, sparkling 
fields snow-vestured lie / 
Beneath a blue, unshadowed 
sky; / A glistening splendor 
crowns the woods / And 
bosky, whistling solitudes; / 
In hemlock glen and reedy 
mere / The tang of frost is 
sharp and clear; ….” Winter 
days with grand, bright sun-

light welcome us outside. 
When we forget about the 
cold, much fun can be had. 

Another poem that offers 
quiet, “cold” images of a win-
ter landscape is the “Winter 
Uplands” by Archibald 
Lampman: “The frost that 
stings like fire upon my 
cheek, / The loneliness of this 
forsaken ground, / The long 
white drift upon whose pow-
dered peak / I sit in the great 
silence as one bound; / The 
rippled sheet of snow where 
the wind blew / Across the 
open fields for miles ahead; 
….” Wind crafts patterns in 
our snowy landscapes, and 
these details we often miss. 
It’s important to be a good 
nature observer. 

These last freezing days 
are well-explained by Eugene 
O’Neill’s “To Winter”: “Blow, 

blow, thou winter wind. 
Away from here, / And I shall 
greet thy passing breath / 
Without a tear. / I do not love 
thy snow and sleet/ Or icy 
flows; / When I must jump 
or stamp to warm / My freez-
ing toes….” Winter’s cold can 
be oppressive. It is in this 
time of year that many of 
us recall with gratitude the 
warmer weather of spring 
and autumn. 

There are many collections 
of poems on the seasons – 
traditional poetry and more 
modern verses. A nice online 
grouping of winter poems 
can be found on the literary 
site Poem Hunter. Go here 
to read them: https://www.
poemhunter.com/poems/
winter.

Happy reading and writ-
ing!

Liz Ellsworth grew up in 
Eastford, and holds a mas-
ter’s degree in Environmental 
Education from Antioch 
University New England and 
a B.A. in English from Bates 
College. She specializes in 
conservation and recycling 
initiatives.

Winter poems

LIZ
ELLSWORTH

The 
Everyday 
Ecologist
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Setting and targeting 
investment goals

Go out into your yard and dig 
a big hole. Every month, throw 
$50 into it, but don’t take any 
money out until you’re ready to 
buy a house, send your child to 
college, or retire.

It sounds a little crazy, doesn’t 
it? But that’s what investing 
without setting clear-cut goals 
is like. If you’re lucky, you may 
end up with enough money to 
meet your needs, but you have 
no way to know for sure. 

HOW DO YOU SET 
INVESTMENT GOALS? 

Setting investment goals 
means defining your dreams for 
the future. When you’re setting 
goals, it’s best to be as specific 
as possible. For instance, you 
know you want to retire, but 
when? You know you want to 
send your child to college, but 
to an Ivy League school or to 
the community college down the 
street? Writing down and prior-
itizing your investment goals is 
an important first step toward 
developing an investment plan. 

WHAT IS YOUR TIME 
HORIZON? 

Your investment time horizon 
is the number of years you have 
to invest toward a specific goal. 
Each investment goal you set 
will have a different time hori-
zon. For example, some of your 
investment goals will be long 
term (e.g., you have more than 
15 years to plan), some will be 
short term (e.g., you have 5 years 
or less to plan), and some will 
be intermediate (e.g., you have 
between 5 and 15 years to plan). 
Establishing time horizons will 
help you determine how aggres-
sively you will need to invest to 
accumulate the amount needed 
to meet your goals. 

HOW MUCH WILL YOU 
NEED TO INVEST? 

Although you can invest a 
lump sum of cash, many peo-
ple find that regular, systematic 
investing is also a great way to 
build wealth over time. 

Start by determining how 
much you’ll need to set aside 
monthly or annually to meet 
each goal. Although you’ll want 
to invest as much as possible, 
choose a realistic amount that 
takes into account your other 
financial obligations, so that you 
can easily stick with your plan. 
But always be on the lookout 
for opportunities to increase the 
amount you’re investing, such 
as participating in an automatic 
investment program that boosts 
your contribution by a certain 
percentage each year, or by ded-
icating a portion of every raise, 
bonus, cash gift, or tax refund 
you receive to your investment 
objectives. 

WHICH INVESTMENTS 
SHOULD YOU CHOOSE? 

Regardless of your financial 
goals, you’ll need to decide how 
to best allocate your investment 
dollars. One important consider-
ation is your tolerance for risk. 
All investments involve some 
risk, but some involve more 
than others. How well can you 
handle market ups and downs? 
Are you willing to accept a high-
er degree of risk in exchange for 
the opportunity to earn a higher 
rate of return? 

Whether you’re investing for 
retirement, college, or anoth-

er financial goal, your overall 
objective is to maximize returns 
without taking on more risk 
than you can bear. But no matter 
what level of risk you’re comfort-
able with, make sure to choose 
investments that are consistent 
with your goals and time hori-
zon. A financial professional can 
help you construct a diversified 
investment portfolio that takes 
these factors into account. 

INVESTING FOR 
RETIREMENT 

After a hard day at the office, 
do you ask yourself, “Is it time 
to retire yet?” Retirement may 
seem a long way off, but it’s 
never too early to start planning, 
especially if you want retirement 
to be the good life you imagine. 

For example, let’s say that your 
goal is to retire at age 65. At age 
20 you begin contributing $3,000 
per year to your tax-deferred 
401(k) account. If your invest-
ment earns 6 percent per year, 
compounded annually, you’ll 
have approximately $679,000 in 
your investment account when 
you retire. 

But what would happen if you 
left things to chance instead? 
Let’s say that you’re not real-
ly worried about retirement, 
so you wait until you’re 35 to 
begin investing. Assuming you 
contributed the same amount to 
your 401(k) and the rate of return 
on your investment dollars was 
the same, you would end up with 
approximately $254,400. So, if 
you were to wait until age 45 to 
begin investing for retirement, 
you would end up with only 
about $120,000 by the time you 
retire. 

INVESTING FOR COLLEGE 

Perhaps you faced the truth 
the day your child was born. 
Or maybe it hit you when your 
child started first grade: You 
have only so much time to save 
for college. In fact, for many peo-
ple, saving for college is an inter-
mediate-term goal--if you start 
saving when your child is in 
elementary school, you’ll have 
10 to 15 years to build your col-
lege fund.

Of course, the earlier you 
start, the better. The more time 
you have before you need the 
money, the greater chance you 
have to build a substantial col-
lege fund due to compounding. 
With a longer investment time 
frame and a tolerance for some 
risk, you might also be willing 
to put some of your money into 
investments that offer the poten-
tial for growth. 

INVESTING FOR A MAJOR 
PURCHASE 

At some point, you’ll proba-
bly want to buy a home, a car, 
or even that vacation home 
you’ve always wanted. Although 
they’re hardly impulse items, 
large purchases are usually not 
something for which you plan 
far in advance; one to five years 

is a common time frame. 
Because you don’t have much 

time to invest, you’ll have to 
budget your investment dollars 
wisely. Rather than choosing 
growth investments, you may 
want to put your money into less 
volatile, highly liquid invest-
ments that have some potential 
for growth, but that offer you 
quick and easy access to your 
money should you need it. 

REVIEW AND REVISE 

Over time, you may need to 
update your investment strat-
egy. Get in the habit of check-
ing your portfolio at least once 
a year--more frequently if the 
market is particularly volatile 
or when there have been signif-
icant changes in your life. You 
may need to rebalance your port-
folio to bring it back in line with 
your investment goals and risk 
tolerance. If you need help, a 
financial professional can help. 

Prepared by Broadridge 
Investor Communication 
Solutions, Inc. - Copyright 
2017. Weiss & Hale Financial 
Managing Partner, Jim 
Zahansky offers securities and 
advisory services through 
Commonwealth Financial 
Network®, Member FINRA/
SIPC, a Registered Investment 
Adviser along with Managing 
Partner, Laurence Hale - AAMS, 
CRPS and Partner Jim Weiss, 
AAMS, RLP. They practice 
at 697 Pomfret Street, Pomfret 
Center, CT 06259, 860.928.2341 
and Laurence Hale is a 2014, 2015 
and 2016 Five Star Award Wealth 
Manager. The tenured financial 
team serves individuals, families, 
businesses & not-for-profit insti-
tutions and they are best suit-
ed for investment portfolios over 
$500,000. Weiss & Hale Financial 
helps clients put it all together 
with a process to Plan Well, Invest 
Well, Live Well. Weiss & Hale 
Financial advisors do not provide 
legal or tax advice. You should 
consult a legal or tax professional 
regarding your individual situa-
tion as all investing involves risk, 
including the possible loss of prin-
cipal, and there can be no assur-
ance that any investment strat-
egy will be successful. For more 
information regarding wealth 
management and customized 
financial planning with Weiss & 
Hale Financial, please visit www.
weissandhale.com. The Five Star 
Wealth Manager Award is based 
on 10 objective eligibility and 
evaluation criteria, including a 
minimum of 5 years as an active 
credentialed financial profession-
al, favorable regulatory and com-
plaint history, accepts new cli-
ents, client retention rates, client 
assets administered, education, 
and professional designations. 
In 2015, 2,398 Connecticut wealth 
managers were considered for the 
award; 468 (20 percent of candi-
dates) were named 2015 Five Star 
Wealth Managers. (The criteria 
provided reflects the most recent 
year for which advisor received 
the award. The criteria used, the 
number of wealth managers con-
sidered for the award, and the 
percentage of those who receive 
the award, may vary from year 
to year). These awards are not 
indicative of the wealth manag-
ers’ future performance. Your 
experiences may vary. For more 
information, please visit www.
fivestarprofessional.com.

CONTEST ENTRY FORM Friday, Jan. 13, 2017
Deadline: Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2017

My guess is:_______________________________

WHAT IS IT?

Last week’s answer: The dog emblem on the dog 
waste station at West Thompson Dam

Who wants $25 cash in their pocket? Anyone? 
The Villager has it to give. 

Enter ‘What is It?’ now for your chance to win!
Name____________________________________
Address___________________________________
State_______Zip______   Telephone#___________
Please mail your entry form to the Villager Newspapers, PO Box 196, Woodstock, CT   06281, 
attn: Editor, or drop off to the office at Faire Place at 283 Route 169/171 in Woodstock, in front 
of the Woodstock Fairgrounds. You may also fax your entry to (860) 928-5946. All photos are 
of sights seen in and around Brooklyn, Killingly, Putnam, Thompson, Woodstock, 
Pomfret and Eastford. Responses must identify the subject and where it can be seen. Answers 
will be given the following week in the Putnam Villager, Thompson Villager and Woodstock 
Villager. At the end of each month, all entry forms with the correct answer will be included in a ran-
dom drawing. One lucky winner will receive $25!  One entry per person, please. Good luck!

JIM ZAHANSKY
INVESTMENT 

ADVISER

Financial 
Focus

Our native elderberry

Courtesy photo
Sambucus canadensis ‘Aurea.’

The beloved Elderberry, 
Sambucus canadensis (sam-
BOO-kuss kan-uh-DEN-siss), 
is ubiquitous in eastern 
Connecticut.

Though hardly noticeable 
most of the year when in flow-
er straddling the June and July 
calendar months it demands 
attention. Large, flattened sau-
cers composed of multitudes of 
individual florets are reminis-
cent of some among Viburnum 
and Shrub Dogwood. Selections 
of wild types sport especially 
large flower heads approach-
ing five to six inches to as wide 
in diameter a whopping 10 
inches. 

Flowers of our wild 
E l d e r b e r r y 
are invari-
ably white and 
showy strut-
ting their stuff 
along our road-
sides, often in 
drainage ditch-
es or where 
soil tends 
to hold onto 
more moisture 
between rains. 
Its allegiance 
to roadside 
depressions also implies its 
light requirements. Sambucus 
relishes at least one half day of 
sunlight but will perform best 
in full sun making a denser 
shrub with increased numbers 
of flowers accompanied with 
maximized fruit set.

Most are larger growing 
shrubs with coarse winter 
affect. Stems may potentially 
attain twelve feet tall, usually 
less. Compound leaves com-
posed of five to eleven serrated 
leaflets set oppositely on stems. 
There is no appreciable fall 
color though leaves may turn 
a wan yellow before dropping. 
More often leaves quickly 
turn brown after a freeze and 
drop without fanfare. When in 
flower it is striking, when in 
fruit exceptional. The bonus is 
the vast number of utilitarian 
uses this shrub provides. As 
implied earlier the soil condi-
tion should sponge moisture 
between rains although estab-
lished shrubs exhibit mild 
drought tolerance. For best 
results soil quality should be 
good. Organic additions to the 
soil will mollify the shrub’s 
needs allowing it and you con-
tentment. 

Hardiness stretches between 
USDA zone 3 to 9. With this 
broad heat / cold tolerance 
range and its ease of spread 
by the birds and animals 
that are drawn to its fruit 
Sambucus canadensis is found 
in every state east of the Rocky 
Mountains. There are popula-
tions stretching beyond this 
majestic barrier identified in 
Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, 
New Mexico, even in Arizona 
and California.

Sources indicate that plant-
ing two different cultivars 
will increase berry produc-
tion. This is also true with 
nearly all Viburnum. But in 
eastern Connecticut with so 
many plants abounding in the 
wild as with Ilex verticillata 
(Winterberry) most of us need 

not be concerned about cross 
pollination. Fruit set has never 
been an issue at Quackin’ 
Grass. More reasons to grow 
Elderberry are that pollinators 
love the flowers. Many birds 
and some mammals relish the 
berries. As such Sambucus 
canadensis is a go-to food 
source as with the aforemen-
tioned Dogwood, Winterberry 
and Viburnum. But it is man 
who has exploited the greatest 
panoply of benefits.

Amerindians of many 
nations relished flowers, ber-
ries for food and beverage. 
Young stems were utilized in 
basket weaving. Young wood 
is flexible and could be har-
vested soon after emergence; 
older wood, however, once it 
hardens-off quickly ages brittle 
and easily snaps under pres-
sure. Berries prepared in var-
ious ways were employed as 
an elixir and as catalyst for 
medicine. Elderberry, how-
ever, also offers many direct 
medicinal qualities, which are 
drawn from different parts of 
the plant. Properties and uses 
include cathartic, diaphoret-
ic, diuretic, purgative and 

s t i m u l a t i v e 
applications. 
Some Indians 
steeped root-
bark tea used 
to ease head-
ache, mucous 
congestion and 
to aid labor 
in childbirth. 
Sambucus is 
effective in 
treating burns 
and as an 
antiseptic for 

wounds and inflammations. 
But know what you are about: 
ingestion of leaves, twigs, roots 
and unripe fruits without prop-
er preparation and oversight 
from a sage, practicing herbal-
ist can lead to nausea and even 
poisoning.

Presently Sambucus 
canadensis is best known as an 
edible in the forms of teas, pies, 
syrups, jams, jellies, wines and 
dyes. Ripe fruits can be added 
to pancakes and muffins. But 
did you know even its raw pet-
als are edible? These can also 
be steeped into a quite nice 
tea. The entire flower struc-
ture can be dipped in batter 
and deep fat-fried — a very 
American tempura!

There are several forms 
available. ‘Aurea’ sports 
bright yellow leaves and forms 
redder fruit than the typical 
black-purple berries. ‘Rubra’ is 
typical but forms even redder 
fruit than ‘Aurea’. ‘Laciniata’ 
is unusual in form with a ten-
dency to be a mounding shrub. 
Only growing between five 
and six feet ‘Laciniata’ with 
its very deeply cut and nar-
row leaflets is a softer, smaller 
departure from the the usual 
look and habit. It also tends to 
be less vibrant than the spe-
cies though it has been peren-
nial for us at Quackin’ Grass. 
Heavy-fruiting cultivars which 
maximize fruit production are 
‘York’ and ‘Adams’, the latter 
a particularly heavy-fruiting 
selection whose berries ripen 
later on the Elderberry spec-
trum. Again, all flower white. 
But if and when a pink muta-
tion does arise a joint national 
holiday between Canada and 
the U.S. might be called!

Let’s party... But before we 
do, dig in and have fun.

Wayne Paquette is the owner 
of Quackin’ Grass Nursery, 16 
Laurel Hill Road, Brooklyn. 
For more information, call (860) 
779-1732 or visit online at www.
quackingrassnursery.com. 

WAYNE 
PAQUETTE

The 
Potting 

Shed

Medical antiques and memorabilia

Courtesy photo

A 19th century Cary brass pocket 
microscope in our Jan. 26 auction.

I’ve touched upon medical 
antiques and memorabilia in my 
previous columns about adver-
tising signs and antique oddi-
ties. There are so many differ-
ent aspects of collecting medical 
antiques that it warrants a col-
umn of its own. Many, including 
doctors and other medical pro-
fessionals, have a strong desire 
to purchase these items and 
grow their collections.

Hippocrates is considered by 
many to be the father of med-
icine. The ancient Greek phy-
sician was born in 460 BC and 
died in 375 BC. Encyclopedia 
Britannica states that there are 
over 60 medical works of writing 
that bear his name, although not 
all were written by him. The 
Hippocratic Oath contains the 

ethical standards still 
upheld by physicians 
today. The Telegraph 
and other sources 
reported that Imhotep 
may actually deserve 
the title of “Father of 
Medicine” instead of 
Hippocrates though. He 
lived in ancient Egypt 
from 2667 BC to 2648 
BC. Imhotep is believed 
to have diagnosed and 
treated over 200 dis-
eases. Following many 
other medical advances, 
medicine came over to 
America with Colonial 
settlers in Jamestown 
and Plymouth. Miles Standish 
was one of two physicians on the 
Mayflower.

With such a long history, there 
are many different options for 
those who want to collect medi-
cal memorabilia. Doctors’ tools 
and implements are some of the 
items collectors seek. Items like 
19th century tooth extractors 
resembling large set of pliers 
along with other medical imple-
ments are desirable to collectors. 
Surgical kits, especially those 
used during the Civil War, are 
in high demand. In one of our 
auctions 10 years ago, two 19th 
century surgical kits brought fig-

ures in the thousands of 
dollars. Other items like 
old brass microscopes 
appeal not only to med-
ical antique collectors 
but collectors of other 
scientific instruments 
as well.

Advertising pieces 
are popular in the med-
ical field as they are in 
all areas of collecting. 
We sold a 19th century 
sign in the shape of eye-
glasses for over $6,000 
in a 2008 auction. The 
sign would have hung 
in over an optome-
trist’s office and made 

it apparent to everyone, includ-
ing those who were illiterate or 
didn’t speak English that they 
could their get glasses there. 
Other signs and advertising tins 
are sought after, especially those 
of quack medicine and cure-alls.

Medical related photographs 
and ephemera are also collect-
ible. Old medical broadsides, 
doctors’ journals and early med-
ical books are just some of the 
items medical collectors are 
looking for. We sold a collection 
of old photographs at an auction 
a couple of years ago. I was able 

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates
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to identify one photo of medical students performing 
an autopsy as being from the University of Maryland, 
School of Medicine. It brought hundreds of dollars at 
auction.

Antique pharmaceutical bottles are another collect-

ible that can be valuable. Bottles from drugs that are 
now illegal like opium and morphine are among the 
most collectible. We sold a turn of the century medi-
cine chest from the early 20th century that contained 
some of these bottles. It brought well over $1,000, 
which was just what the doctor ordered.

We continue to accept quality consignments for our 
January 26th auction in Worcester. I’ll be appraising 
items at a fundraiser in Athol on Jan. 14. Additional 

events are scheduled in March. See www.centralmas-
sauctions.com for more information on our upcoming 
events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula Auctioneer/Appraiser 
Central Mass Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.centralmassauc-
tions.com (508-612- 6111), info@centralmassauctions.
com.

TREASURES
continued from page  A9

Tips to keep New Year resolutions
Let’s face it — New Year’s 

resolutions are difficult to 
keep. Even the firmest inten-
tions can lose steam come 
March.

So what’s the secret to will-
power longevity? The key fac-
tors to resolution success are 
attitude and commitment. 
Oftentimes New Year resolu-
tions are self-improvements, 
and that requires a lifestyle 
change. Taking on the chal-
lenge with an eye to the future 
can increase the odds of your 
New Year resolution turning 
into a longtime success.

The following strategies are 
geared toward arming you 
with the tools to expand your 
January vows into lifelong 
achievements. Happy New 
Year!

***
Change What?: According 

to Nielson (the famous ratings 
company), Americans made 
the following New Year resolu-
tions last year:

Stay fit and healthy: 37 per-
cent; Lose weight: 32 percent; 
Enjoy life to the fullest: 28 per-
cent; Spend less, save more: 25 
percent; Spend more time with 
family and friends: 19 percent; 
Get organized	 18 percent; 
Will not; make any resolutions: 
16 percent; Learn something 
new/new hobby: 14 percent; 
Travel more: 14 percent; Read 
more: 12 percent.

The list reveals Americans 
put a premium on health and 
fitness, want to practice fru-
gality and spend quality time 
with loved ones. While that’s 
no surprise, the path to getting 
their might be. Here’s how to 
approach your goals with a dif-
ferent plan of action (and hope-
fully a better outcome)!

***
Rules to Turn Annual 

Resolutions into Daily Habits 
• Rule #1: Stop Overachieving
Whittling your resolutions 

down from a top ten list to one 
or two increases the odds of 
long term success. With a focus 

on one main goal, your “eye is 
always on the prize.”

• Rule #2: Adjust your 
Attitude

So you hate working out? 
Resent pinching pennies? Can’t 
bear to sack the sweets? 

Remind yourself you are 
doing this of your own free 
will! Remember the “fake it 
till you make it” research that 
reveals even a forced smile 
boosts your happy genes, thus 
actually making you happi-
er! The phenomenon is called 
“facial feedback,” and accord-
ing to Psychology Today, it 
works because the brain sens-
es the flexion of certain facial 
muscles and interprets it as 
“Oh I must be happy about 
something.” 

No one is forcing you to get 
on the treadmill or give up your 
$6 morning Latte – it is your 
choice. You are choosing to 
improve your life. Sometimes 
reminding yourself that you 
are willingly partaking in the 
sacrifice can get you through 
the tough times. 

• Rule #3 Be Accountable
Taking pen to paper (or key-

board to screen) can be pow-
erful, and research repeatedly 
reveals that holding yourself 
accountable, be it via an exer-
cise chart, daily food list, or 
budget list, is very effective to 
making long term changes. 

Better yet, log your progress 
and map out your future goals 
on a graph, spreadsheet or on a 
calendar.

• Rule #4: Break it Down
It sounds like common sense 

to break goals down into man-
ageable tasks, but people don’t 
always take the time to prac-
tice it. Make a plan with mini 
goals. When you achieve each 
goal, log it on paper or on the 
computer. Again, the power 
of the written (or typed) word 
solidifies the commitment. 

• Rule #5: Group Therapy
There’s a reason Weight 

Watchers is a huge success. 
Misery (and merriment) loves 

company. With plenty of sup-
port groups available online 
there is no reason not to seek 
out others striving for the same 
end results as you. Posting on a 
website that promotes healthy 
eating, frugality or even orga-
nization skills can boost your 
willpower and give you “shots” 
of encouragement. Not ready to 
join in a discussion? No wor-
ries. Just visiting a website 
with information and resourc-
es can aid you in your journey 
of improvement.

• Rule #6: Make it Fun!
When’s the last time you 

had fun achieving a goal? It’s 
easier than you think to stay 
the course if it’s a pleasant 
trip. Besides, who ever said 
a self-improvement plan has 
to be grueling? For example, 
watch the Food Channel while 
you’re on the treadmill. You 
will get your “food fix” vir-
tually (and with no calories)!; 
Make a game of your budget-
ing: Challenge yourself to save 
a certain percentage at the 
grocery store each week, and 
up the ante when you reach 
your goal; Or simply play your 
favorite music while you are 
organizing that messy closet. 

• Rule # 7: Motivate Yourself
Motivational speakers spark 

results, but you can use sim-
ple tools to be a self-motivator! 
Look up inspirational quotes, 
and post them where you’ll see 
them every day. You might 
also want to repeat an affirma-
tion every day to solidify your 
vow. Research the habits suc-
cessful people and take a cue 
from them on how to carry on 
and achieve success even after 
failures. Remember Thomas 

Edison’s famous quote. After 
someone remarked his light 
bulb experiments failed, he 
said: “I have not failed 10,000 
times. I have successfully 
found 10,000 ways that will not 
work.”

***
Success Strategy: This col-

umn has touted this advice 
before but here is a proven 
strategy to successfully “break 
a bad habit”: Experts agree that 
it takes a minimum of 21 days 
to change a behavior, so the 
first thing to do is count ahead 
21 days and mark the day you’ll 
be officially “home free” from 
your habit on a calendar. 

How to get through the 21 
days? First write down your 
goal and list the positive rea-
sons you want to change your 
habit. These exercises will help 
build commitment. Next share 
your goals with your family 
and friends. Making a commit-
ment public leaves little room 
to back out, plus you’ll benefit 
from a support system. Each 
day review your list of rea-
sons for quitting or changing. 
Reward yourself verbally, each 
hour if necessary, working up 
to a great treat at the end of a 
successful week. And remem-
ber if you fall off the wagon, 
jump back on immediately 
before you fall completely back 
into your old habit. It pays to 
remember research reveals 
only 40 percent of habits are 
broken on the first try. Besides, 
there’s always next year!

***
Famous Quotes: Here’s a 

dose of inspiration from suc-
cessful people:

“If you set your goals ridic-
ulously high and it’s a fail-
ure, you will fail above every-
one else’s success.” -James 
Cameron

“All our dreams can come 
true if we have the courage to 
pursue them.” -Walt Disney

“Success is the sum of small 
efforts, repeated day-in and 
day-out.” -Robert Collier

“The only place where suc-
cess comes before work is in 
the dictionary.” -Vidal Sassoon

“Motivation is what gets you 
started. Habit is what keeps 
you going.” -Jim Ryun

“You may have to fight a bat-
tle more than once to win it.” 
-Margaret Thatcher

“Develop success from fail-
ures. Discouragement and fail-
ure are two of the surest step-
ping stones to success.” -Dale 
Carnegie

“The difference between a 
successful person and others 
is not a lack of strength, not a 
lack of knowledge, but rather a 
lack of will.” -Vince Lombardi

“The successful warrior is 
the average man, with laser-
like focus.” -Bruce Lee

***
Win Dinner for Two at the 

Publick House — Your tips 
can win you a fabulous din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic Inn 
in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into 
a random drawing. Hints are 
entered into a drawing for a 
three-course dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn! 
One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three-course 
dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge. Because 
I’m in the business of dispens-
ing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for 
some), I’m counting on you 
readers out thee to share your 
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint 
or handy tip that has worked 
for you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If so, why not 
share them with readers of 
Stonebridge Press publications? 
Send questions and/or hint to: 
Take the Hint!, c/o Stonebridge 
Press, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or e-mail kdrr@aol.
com.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

THOMPSON — This year, Tourtellotte 
Memorial High School has begun a new 
recognition program called the TMHS 
Student Spotlight of the month.

Each month, a TMHS student is rec-
ognized for outstanding achievement, 
character, leadership, attitude, and/or 
contributions to the school and com-
munity.

January’s Student Spotlight honoree 
is junior Maegan Roy.

Maegan was nominated because she 
is an exceptional student and athlete 
who serves her school community in a 
number of ways. She is the vice-presi-
dent of the Junior Class, a member of 
FBLA, and vice-president of the Student 
Leadership Team. On the Leadership 
Team she has demonstrated her respon-
sibility and commitment, volunteering 
to serve on several subcommittees. She 
is also a thoughtful contributor of sound 
ideas, including having a holiday hall-
way-decorating contest. Her contribu-
tions as a member of the Leadership 

Team have helped move the group in a 
positive and productive direction. She 
has also been a champion for student 
voice, attending early-morning Student 
Council meetings, and most recently 
she spearheaded an initiative to pro-
vide more student input for the cafe-
teria’s creation of the monthly menus. 
Maegan is also an exceptional athlete, 
most notably in soccer. As a freshman 
and sophomore she was recognized as 
an All-Bulletin athlete. She was also 
recently named not only as an ECC 
All Star, but also an All State Athlete 
for the sport. This is the third year in 
a row that she has been recognized as 
such, and she is one of only a handful 
of students in the history of this school 
to have earned multiple titles as an all-
state athlete. 

Maegan identifies the example that 
her older sister Kristi has set as her 
motivation to work hard.

Maegan says of her sister, “Her work 
ethic and drive has resulted in a career 

that is challenging and fulfilling to her 
at the same time. I aspire to one day 
have a career that offers me both of 
these things. In following her example, 
I strive to do the best I can in school 
and to pursue activities that interest 
me that will help me achieve my future 
goals.”

In thinking about her own accom-
plishments, Maegan says, “I feel one of 
my most important accomplishments 
has been my ability to balance both aca-
demic and athletic interest. I work very 
hard to obtain the best results for the 
amount of work I put into each.”

Maegan’s message to her school com-
munity is that “With time management, 
hard work, a desire to achieve, and 
focus, your high school career can be 
rewarding and exciting at the same 
time. You can truly have it all if you 
have determination and desire to 
achieve your goals. It may seem hard, 
but the payoff is worth it.”

Courtesy photo

Tourtellotte Memorial High School’s January 
Student Spotlight honoree, junior Maegan 
Roy.

TMHS shines spotlight on junior Roy

THOMPSON — As Thompson Middle School’s 
“Principal for a Day,” fifth grader Alexys Casto got 
to make one rule for the day — all students were 
allowed to chew gum in class.

Alexys was selected to be Principal for the Day 
through a Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Support (PBIS) drawing open to all students in the 
school.

PBIS is a proactive approach to establishing behav-
ioral supports and a social culture that enables all 
students in a school to achieve social, emotional, and 
academic success.

As “Principal for the Day,” Alexys shadowed the 
principal, Chris Scott, and assistant principal, Larry 
Prentiss, throughout the day. She received her very 
own school badge, toured the building and met with 
the finance director and representatives from the 
business office, tech department and superinten-
dent’s office.

Alexys also performed classroom walkthroughs 

and acknowledged positive behaviors by giving out 
Tiger Tickets. She also provided support during 
lunch duty.

Tiger Tickets are given out to acknowledge pos-
itive behaviors. Students collect and use the Tiger 
Tickets to purchase items from the PTO cart or 
enter a variety of raffles with prizes such as Jam of 
the Day, VIP lunch, VIP Gym and Principal for the 
Day. More than 160 Tiger Tickets were collected for 
the Principal for the Day drawing and Alexys was 
selected.

Alexys said being granted access to those areas 
usually off-limits taught her a lot.

“I liked going to the basement and learning about 
the school history,” she said. “The area for the old 
track and the old basketball court is now just for 
storage.”

“I liked meeting the different people instead of 
going to class,” she continued. ”I liked going to the 
high school.”

Alexys finished with a greater appreciation of an 
educator’s average day.

“Just shadowing for one day, I was very tired from 
all of the walking,” she said. “But it was a great 
experience.”

Courtesy photo

Thompson Middle School fifth grader Alexys Casto, the 
“Principal for a Day,” with Principal Chris Scott.

Casto named ‘Principal for a 
Day’ at TMS



PUTNAM — Lisa Reardon, LCSW, 
Staff Psychotherapist at Day Kimball 
Healthcare’s Behavioral Health Clinic 
in Putnam, has been named employ-
ee of the month for December by Day 
Kimball Healthcare (DKH).

Reardon began working for DKH nine 
years ago and has worked in the mental 
health field for 20 years. In her role 
as Staff Psychotherapist, Reardon is 
responsible for providing talk therapy 
to various adult patients with chronic 
mental health concerns as well as to 
those coping with life transitions.

According to Dr. Andre Bessette, 
Psychologist and Supervising Therapist 
at DKH’s Outpatient Behavioral Health 
Clinic, “The Behavioral Health Clinic 
is very proud to have Lisa Reardon be 
the recipient of the December Employee 
of the Month Award. Lisa brings an 
unconditional compassion for patients 
and colleagues alike, and is untiring in 
her willingness to team with her peers 
on behalf of our client population. She 
is passionate and committed to provid-
ing the highest standard of care to her 
patients. She very 
much deserves 
to be recognized 
by and amongst 
her peers for this 
award.”

At a celebration 
to honor Reardon 
on Dec. 28, DKH 
President and CEO 

Joseph Adiletta spoke to how Reardon 
exemplifies the qualities valued most 
among staff at the organization.

“Lisa’s role in the Behavioral Health 
Clinic requires her to provide an outlet 
to her patients and really listen to their 
challenges and problems. It takes a very 
special person to do what Lisa does, and 
to do it while remaining cheerful and 
kind. Lisa’s attitude and spirit is truly 
an outstanding example and testament 
to what it means to be a part of Day 
Kimball. It is clear that her peers see 
her as a positive part of this organiza-
tion and in the community,” Adiletta 
said.

When asked how she feels about this 
award, Reardon was surprised and 
appreciative of the recognition.

She said, “What I enjoy most is cre-
ating healthy therapeutic relationships 

and alliances with people who are try-
ing to maintain and improve their men-
tal health. I consider it a privilege to be 
entrusted with people’s life stories and 
struggles. I am so fortunate to work in 
our community hospital that provides 
help and care to so many in our local 
area.”

Reardon was born in Webster, Mass., 
and grew up in Thompson. She cur-
rently resides in Woodstock with her 
husband, Marty, and son, Lucas, and 
several pets including a dog, cat and 
four fish. Reardon is a licensed clinical 
social worker and holds a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from University 
of Connecticut in Storrs, where she 
graduated magna cum laude. She also 
holds a master’s degree in social work 
from Springfield College in Springfield, 
Mass.
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TMHS MUSIC ENSEMBLE VISITS WESTVIEW
Courtesy photo

DAYVILLE — Tourtellotte Memorial High School’s Modern Music Ensemble returned to 
Westview Health Care Center on Tuesday, Dec. 13, for a holiday themed musical performance 
in the facility’s Formal Dining Room. Kate Anderson, Music Directory at TMHS, accompanied 
the 12-piece troupe with a variety of instruments including a cajón, a six-sided percussion box 
and acoustic guitar. The group performed numerous holiday songs including “Jingle Bell Rock,” 
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” and an a capella version of “Mary, Did You Know.” The 
group also performed original pieces of music that they have collectively written and composed 
within the last few months.

“We wish to extend our gratitude to TMHS Music Ensemble and their willingness to share their 
time and musical talents with us this holiday season,” said Administrator David T. Panteleakos. 
“Their performances are always beautifully arranged leaving our patients and residents with 
joyous smiles on their faces.”

Courtesy photo

From left, Day Kimball Healthcare, December 
Employee of the Month Lisa Reardon and 
President and CEO Joseph Adiletta, at 
Reardon’s Employee of the Month celebra-
tion at Day Kimball Hospital, Wednesday, 
Dec. 28.

DKH names Reardon employee of the month

Courtesy photo

PUTNAM — Day 
Kimball Hospital wel-
comed its first baby of 
2017 on Tuesday, Jan. 
3. Alayna Josephine 
Stone was born at 12:23 
p.m. and weighed in at 
8 pounds, 15 ounces. 
Mom Robyn Stone, of 
Danielson, who is also 
an employee of Day 
Kimball Healthcare’s 
HomeCare division, said 
she was thrilled to wel-
come her new daughter 
and to bring her home 
to meet her older sister, 
6-year-old Cheyenne.

DKH WELCOMES FIRST 
BABY OF 2017
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cancer and French’s 
dedication and commit-
ment to the Killingly 
FFA and Track and 
Field team.

The Villager spoke 
with Lynne Pierson, the 
acting Superintendent 
of Killingly Schools, 
who said that the dis-
trict has soldiered on 
through this tough time 
and that resources have 
been made available for 
students and staff who 
are grieving and need a 
helping hand.

“We are fortunate in 

that we have some very 
strong staff who are 
social workers, guid-
ance counselors, and 
have experience in the 
area of grief counsel-
ing. So the high school 
and intermediate school 
immediately put those 
people into place to 
provide support for stu-
dents and staff or mem-
bers of families who 
perhaps were seeking 
some advice as to how 
to discuss these kinds 
of tragedies with chil-
dren,” Pierson said.

The acting super-
intendent added that 
as of Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
things were beginning 

to get back to normal at 
the school, although for 
many it may still take 
some time to fully move 
on from their losses. 
The school has worked 
closely with the fami-
lies and loved ones to 
try and provide oppor-
tunities for closure in 
the wake of the three 
deaths. On Friday, Jan. 
6, a memorial was held 
to honor Tagen and 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, a 
well-attended wake was 
held to remember the 
life of French. Pierson 
said school officials and 
students had planned 
another opportunity on 
Saturday to remember 

all three of those lost, 
but the winter weather 
on that day sidelined the 
planned event.

“Originally, before 
the storm, we had sched-
uled a candlelight vigil 
for all three of those we 
lost, but that had to be 
canceled with the storm. 
Right now we’re trying 
to determine when we 
can reschedule that to be 
held — hopefully, some-
time in the next week. 
We need to determine 
the best day and time for 
that to occur and we will 
publicize that widely,” 
Pierson said.

A memorial service 
or event of some type 

is expected to remem-
ber Emma Adams. 
However, as of this 
report, Pierson said that 
the school was not made 
aware of any such event.

As a long time admin-
istrator, Pierson said 
that she has seen her 
fair share of loss over 
the years, and it never 
gets any easier. The key 
she said, take it one day 
at a time and allow your-
self the time to grieve.

“I’ve dealt with it 
more than once over the 
years in different dis-
tricts, and it certainly 
doesn’t get any easier. 
It’s about loss and grief 
and you handle each 

situation individually,” 
she said. “I think what’s 
particularly poignant 
about this situation is 
we have three individ-
uals that we lost in a 
short period of time and 
this is a very small town 
where relationships 
run deep. So the impact 
is felt far beyond the 
schools.”

Jason Bleau may be 
reached at 508-909-4129, 
or by e-mail at jason@
stonebridgepress.com.

Killingly school community continues to reel from three losses
RYAN
continued from page A1

Last June, Courtney met with offi-
cials of Lockheed Martin in Eastford 
to discuss the importance of the F-35 
program and even helped showcase a 
flight simulator for the F-35 Lightning 
II fighter jet. The showcase was part of 
an acknowledgement of Whitcraft, an 
Eastford-based company that produces 
parts for the F-35.

At that time, Courtney shared com-
ments about how important the F-35 
program has been to Whitcraft and 
expanding workforce opportunities for 
the local economy in the Quiet Corner.

“Right now, with Connecticut try-
ing to develop programs in terms of 

workforce development, whether it’s 
the tech schools or the community 
colleges, these guys at Whitcraft were 
profits and visionaries in terms of 
alerting the leadership of the state that 
we’ve really got to pay attention to 
this if we’re going to take advantage of 
opportunities like the F-35 program,” 
Courtney said on June 2. “The pro-
gram has not been without its crit-
ics, but we’re really starting to hit 
that virtuous cycle here of getting that 
repetitive production that just meets 
the nation’s call and demand that com-
manders have been urgently asking 
for. It’s a great moment to have every-
body under the same roof and to cele-
brate the success we are seeing here.”

Courtney joined with fellow 
Democratic representatives John 
Larson and Rosa DeLauro in issuing a 

joint statement in the wake of Trump’s 
criticism of the F-35 program. Their 
statement challenged Trump’s indica-
tion that any current program could 
serve as a viable replacement for the 
F-35 initiative.

“Any suggestion that there is a sub-
stitute for the F-35 is total non-start-
er. This is a program that has been 
vetted ad nauseum by the Pentagon, 
Congress and independent experts,” 
the statement read. “There is simply 
no aircraft in production today that 
can compare with the F-35’s advanced 
avionics, networked capabilities and 
integrated stealth.”

Critics of the F-35 program have 
often sited cost as the most pressing 
concern. However many have also 
called the program “too big to fail” 
but note that the F-35 is still in the 

development phase. Courtney and his 
fellow democrats said that after years 
of hard work towards completing the 
F-35, now would be a bad time to call 
it quits.

“Many years of hard work by indus-
try and our military leaders have got-
ten this program on track and on a path 
of declining costs,” the democrats said 
in their joint statement. “Rather than 
waste time and money interrupting 
our nation’s upgrade to a fifth-genera-
tion fighter, it’s time to work together 
to find more savings and efficiencies 
for the American taxpayer.”

Jason Bleau may be reached at 508-
909-4129, or by e-mail at jason@stone-
bridgepress.com.

Courtney shares in criticism of Trump’s F-35 comments
F-35
continued from page A1

a matter of minutes.”
Nason and co-owner Bill 

Auclair opened Bilartos at the 
end of November. The grand 
opening celebration will be 
sometime this month.

The Bilartos location has a 
long history of being different 
restaurants. It was Chuck’s 
Steakhouse for several years.

“I worked here when I was 
17 at Chuck’s,” Nason said. “I 
worked in the steak pit and 
Bill was a dishwasher.”

It was also The Heritage 
at one time, an English pub, 
Annie’s Buffett, and two dif-
ferent Mexican restaurants. 
The last one, Jalisco, wasn’t 
in business for very long.

The large restaurant space 
had to be completely remod-
eled before they could open. 
Nason and Auclair, with the 
help of Nason’s three chil-
dren, did much of the work 
themselves.

“Of course, I brought in 
an electrician to do the elec-
trical, and a plumber to do 
the plumbing,” Nason said. 
“Almost everything is new. 

I was able to save the carpet 
with a good cleaning.”

The ceilings have even 
been redone throughout the 
facility, including in the large 
banquet room, which can be 
reserved for large groups and 
special events. All new duct 
work and LED lighting has 
also been installed.

“In the spring we are going 
to be offering outdoor seat-
ing on our patio. We are also 
going to be offering space to 
have an outdoor wedding with 
seating for 200 people,” Nason 
said, who added that he and 
Auclair are having a mason 
put in stonework to make the 
patio look very much like 
Italy.

The duo is particularly 
proud of their large, modern-
ized kitchen, and their head 
chef, Rafael. The kitchen is 
ready to serve customers one 
of the best meals they will 
ever have, with offerings of 
tuna, salmon, veal, chicken, 
scallops, clam casino, salads, 
ravioli, pastas, steaks and 
more.

“About 40 percent of our 
pastas we make from scratch. 
My son Jeremy makes a cou-
ple of different types every 

day,” Nason said, adding he 
and Auclair are very pas-
sionate about serving fine, 
authentic Italian cuisine and 
bringing something new to 
Putnam.

“People want to know that 
you [care] about them coming 
here. It’s all about the custom-
ers,” Auclair said.

Bilartos also features a full 
bar, serving cocktails, fine 
wines, and IPA tap beer.

Nason and Auclair have 
years of experience in the 
restaurant business.

“I’ve been in the restau-
rant business since I was 
12,” Nason said. “My bio-
logical father owned the for-
mer Kikapoo restaurant in 
Killingly (now Pizza King).”

Nason currently owns a 
diner in Killingly called The 
Gathering. He also had a 
restaurant in Putnam at one 
time.

“I owned Arturos, where 85 
Main is now,” he said.

He closed that restaurant 
down after running it for 
several years. Arturos was 
Italian-American food. This 
time around, Nason and 
Auclairl decided to go with 
authentic Italian cuisine. 

“A lot of research went into 
the Bilartos menu,” Nason 
said, explaining that the dish-
es come from different regions 
of Italy.

He explained his initial 
reluctance to open a restau-
rant at Americas Best Value 
Inn.

“We were approached about 
this location by the owner of 
the property. I wasn’t sure 
about it, because this place 
seemed to have a black cloud 
hanging over it. I talked to 
Jay at Putnam Bank and he 
said, ‘I think you should do 
it,’ so we went ahead with our 
plans,” he said.

Nason and Auclair wanted 
to offer some innovative spe-
cials so they came up with 
two.

“We started ‘Wacky 
Weekdays’ — on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, if you 
are seated between 5 and 5:45 
p.m., and you purchase any 
beverage, it can be a soda or 
a coffee, then all dishes on the 
menu are half off. You must 
be seated by 5:45 p.m.,” Nason 
said. “Once a month we are 
going to offer an optional 
night of celebration. You sit 
down at a long table with who-

ever is there, and your meal 
is served family-style, with 
bowls of food placed on the 
table. It’s all you can eat. It’s 
$15.95 per person, ages 7-12 is 
$12.50, and ages 7 and under 
is free. This gives people the 
chance to sit down and talk to 
each other, because after all, 
Italians like to break barriers, 
they like to socialize, it’s like a 
family, and a town is a family. 
It really is.”

For Nason, the restaurant is 
very much a family business.

“My kids are all very 
involved with the restau-
rants,” he said. “My daughter 
oversees everything, she’s my 
eyes and my ears.”

His son, Jeremy, manag-
es his diner in Killingly. His 
other son Matthew is also 
very involved with Bilartos.

Bilartos is located at 5 
Heritage Road in Putnam 
(next to Americas Best Value 
Inn), near the intersection of 
Grove Street and Route 12). 
They are open Wednesdays 
through Sundays, 11 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Bilartos can be reached 
at 860-315-9010. They offer din-
ing in and take-out. They can 
also be found on Facebook 
(Bilartos).

‘It’s about giving them the best night of their week’
BILARTOS
continued from page A1

possibility of deconstructing the oldest 
portion of the River Mill to salvage 
wood and bricks for resale. Chinatti 
said she has been outspoken about her 
feelings concerning a full-scale demoli-
tion, however.

“We got a historic revitalization 
Brownfield Grant for that property 
and demolition is totally contradictory 
to revitalization. That’s besides the 
fact that we’d end up with bookends 
of blight,” Chinatti said. “That’s the 
biggest mill in the state. It’s on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
That register district was named for 
the mill and it’s got so much redevel-
opment potential. So since October, 
we’ve been scrambling to get develop-
ers interested in that mill and we have 
some that are interested.”

Beausoleil confirmed that the mill 
is privately owned and that talks con-
cerning the mill’s future have indeed 
taken place. 

“Basically, it all started when one 
of the potential developers came in to 
the town hall and we had a meeting. 
We’ve had numerous conversations 
and there have been a few ideas that 
have been floated whether to demolish 
the mill or revitalize it. There’s a 50-50 
chance either way and obviously, from 
our standpoint, we want to revitalize 
it,” Beausoleil said. “It’s the perfect 
timing coming out of the recession 
and there are Department of Economic 
and Community Development monies 
to be floated out there to enhance any 
development.” 

Beausoleil said that the town invest-
ed nearly $384,000 in small cities loans 
about 20 years ago to revitalize the site, 
and they tried again in 2011 to perform 
a revitalization using housing funds, 
but those efforts didn’t pan out as the 

town had hoped, as the economy was 
still in a questionable state. Now, with 
renewed interest in the River Mill, 
Beausoleil feels there’s no better time 
than the present to get the ball rolling.

“There is potential that people have 
expressed for the mill and the tim-
ing is perfect,” Beausoleil said. “The 
Brownfield Grant is to study the mill 
and contamination issues and to figure 
out a way to revitalize it and show that 
it can be reborn. There’s a lot of inter-
est throughout New England of these 
mixed use properties between housing 
and specialties, stores, some light com-
mercial uses and more that intertwine 
very well.”

According to Chinatti the public 
does have limited say in what can be 
done with the mill seeing as it is a 
privately owned property. However, 
that does not mean the public has no 
platform to express their concerns and 
hopes for the mill’s future.

“As far as potential demolition goes 

the public doesn’t have a say. Someone 
could apply for a demolition permit 
with the Building Department and 
that goes through the various entities 
that have to review it and sign off on 
it, and if they get that the building 
comes down,” Chinatti said. “As far 
as redevelopment goes, that property 
is zoned neighborhood commercial, so 
mixed uses are allowed in there, and 
depending on what’s proposed before 
the Planning & Zoning Commission, 
the public hearings would be where 
the public can express their opinions 
on that.”

A public forum will be held on Jan. 
25, at 6:30 p.m. seeking public input 
on the future of the River Mill. That 
meeting will take place in the Louis 
P. Faucher Community Center at the 
Thompson Public Library.

Jason Bleau may be reached at 508-
909-4129, or by e-mail at jason@stone-
bridgepress.com.

Thompson leaders contemplate the future of River Mill
RIVER MILL
continued from page A1

www.860Local.com
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DINING and ENTERTAINMENT

Your Best Source for Dining and Entertainment

Food 
& Fun

Put Lunch  
on the Agenda

AVAH’S
diner and deli specializing in ethnic cuisine 
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t 20% Off Friday Special With This Coupon

OPEN LATE 
Friday & Saturday 

11am-3am
Sunday-Thursday

 11am-10pm

347 Kennedy Drive, Putnam, CT 
 860.630.5289Avah’s Diner

~ ONLY FRIDAYS ~
Steak Sandwich

with Empanada and rice  
(white or yellow)

$649

27 Main Street
North Grosvenordale, Connecticut 06255 • 860-942-0238

Cupcakes, breakfast pastries, treat bars, and breads. 
Coffee, tea hot chocolate, juice and more! 

HOURS 
Closed Mondays

Tues & Friday 
7am-2pm

Saturday & Sunday 
8am-1pm

Like us on:
facebook®

Come in, out of the cold!

PIES & CAKES 
MADE TO 
ORDER!

5 Heritage Road • Putnam, CT 06260
Hours: Wednesday - Sunday 11am - 9pm

For reservations call 860-315-9010

Like us on

Introducing 
Wacky Weekdays

Wed, Thurs, & Fri 5-5:45pm
Our Complete menu will be 1/2 price 

 excluding beverage.  
Must purchase a beverage (any type).

Pool Tables Full Menu&
9 Grove St., Putnam CT
(860) 963-2097

The best bar in Putnam with great food!

Open Mic Every Wednesday w/Giancarlo Berg

Every Thursday is “Ladies Night” w/ FREE pool  
$1.00 drafts & $3.00 well drink

Karaoke Every Friday with Wolf Entertainment

 Jan 14: Live Hip Hop Night!
 Jan 21: The Equalites
 Jan 28: DappeRascal and 
  Someone You Can X-ray
 Feb 4: Mojo Dojo and Desert Rain
 Feb 18: The Papa Joe Show

50¢ WINGS EVERY MONDAY
Restaurant industry workers receive 10% off entire meal! 

(Mondays Only)

Voted Best Family Restaurant & Best Seafood Restaurant  
by Connecticut Magazine (People’s Choice)

Purchase a $50.00 Gift Card & receive $10.00 FREE
Purchase a $100.00 Gift Card & receive $20.00 FREE

460 Hartford Pike Dayville, CT  
860-774-3434 •  mozzarellasgrill.com

Sun-Thur 11:30am-10:00pm • Fri & Sat 11:30am-11:00pm

Open 
7 Days 

A Week!

$5.00 Off 
Any Entrée
(1-per party. exp 12/31/16)

Buy one Lunch 
Get the 2nd FREE!

(1-per party. exp 12/31/16)

New 
    Chef

New Specials

Cady’s Tavern
Rhode Island’s Original Roadhouse

2168 Putnam Pike (Rt. 44), Chepachet, RI 02859  
401-568-4102

Legendary Good Times 
Since 1810

Open 7 days lunch & dinner 
===

Open early on Saturday 
for Breakfast

===
Prime Rib & Sirloin Steak 

Dinners - Thursdays 5-8pm
===

Roadhouse Blues Jam
EVERY Sunday 3-7 

 Friday 1/13
Jack Rocks

Saturday 1/14  8:15  
Pats Playoff Game - 

Specials & Giveaways!

Wise Guys Trivia returns
Thursday 1/12, 8pm 
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PUTNAM — Day 
Kimball Hospital 
announced today that an 
administrative review of 
the hospital’s response 
to an unexpected public 
water supply issue on 
Nov. 15 has shown that 
staff acted swiftly, effi-
ciently and effectively 
to ensure high quality 
patient care and safety 
in the midst of an emer-
gency. The hospital was 
left with unreliable water 
pressure and quality on 
the afternoon of Nov. 
15 as a result of efforts 
by the Town of Putnam 
to locate a water main 
leak affecting traffic on 
Pomfret Street not far 
from the hospital.

“We review the effec-
tiveness of our response 
any time we encounter 
an emergency or unusual 
situation that could affect 
patient care or safety and 
we’re very pleased with 
the quick and organized 
response of our staff to 

the water main issue last 
month. Our staff followed 
established emergency 
protocol and acted swift-
ly in the interest of our 
patients. Those actions 
meant that the care and 
comfort of our inpatients 
remained unaffected and 
that surgery was able to 
resume with the utmost 
assurance of safety less 
than 48 hours after the 
incident occurred,” said 
Day Kimball Healthcare 
President and CEO 
Joseph Adiletta.

While the hospital does 
have a plan in place to 
prevent interruption of 
the water supply during 
planned water main 
repairs, DKH Director of 
Facilities Greg Harubin 
explained that in this 
case, though the loss 
of pressure was only 
momentary the greater 
problem was the partic-
ulate-laden water that 
came into the system due 
to the disturbance of the 

water mains.
“We do have the ability 

to shut down connection 
to either of the two water 
mains serving the hospi-
tal should the need arise 
for repairs or flushing of 
one of the lines. In this 
situation the water quali-
ty was affected to a degree 
significantly greater than 
expected, so we initiated 
our emergency water 
plan,” Harubin said.

That plan included 
distribution of regular 
and sterile bottled water 
along with self-contained 
portable sink units 
throughout the hospital, 
from a stockpile that’s 
kept on-hand for emer-
gencies such as this. 
Tanker trucks with pota-
ble water were also called 
in. In addition, all sched-
uled surgical procedures 
and endoscopies were 
cancelled through the fol-
lowing day to ensure that 
surgical tools could be 
safely sterilized. Patients 

coming to the hospital’s 
Emergency Department 
who required surgery 
were also rerouted to 
other nearby hospitals 
for surgical care during 
this time.

“Ensuring the safest, 
highest-quality care pos-
sible is our single most 
important responsibility 
to our patients. Reliable, 
consistent water pres-
sure and clarity is 
essential for the prop-
er operation of surgical 
sterilizing machines 
and we couldn’t be 
assured of either of those 
things during this inci-
dent,” said DKH Chief 
Medical Officer and Vice 
President for Medical 
Affairs and Quality Dr. 
John Graham.

Dr. Graham contin-
ued, “Given that infor-
mation, we acted in 
the best interest of our 
patients and halted all 
surgical procedures until 
we were assured by the 

water department that 
the water pressure and 
quality was back to nor-
mal, and until our ster-
ilizing equipment was 
inspected to ensure that 
it contained no particu-
lates that may have been 
stirred up during the 
water main flushing and 
repairs.”

Dr. Graham said that 
process was completed by 
the end of the day on Nov. 
17, the day after the water 
main issue, and that the 
CT Department of Public 
Health and an infectious 
disease specialist were 
consulted for review and 
approval prior to surgery 
being resumed at the hos-
pital.

DKH Safety Manager 
Robert Andrews, who is 
tasked with compiling 
reports evaluating the 
hospital’s response to 
emergency situations, 
noted that not only was 
hospital staff’s response 
at the time of the inci-

dent effective but evalu-
ation and discussion of 
the situation after the 
fact has also resulted in 
improvements to be bet-
ter prepared in the case 
of a similar situation in 
the future.

“This was a success-
ful emergency response. 
Our clinical staff made 
sure that the care of our 
patients was unaffected 
and our facilities staff 
worked around the clock 
to flush our entire system 
and get everything back 
up and running. We’ve 
since added additional fil-
ters to our water supply 
lines that feed equipment 
in our sterile processing 
department so that a sim-
ilar event would be less 
likely to impact our sur-
gical capabilities in the 
future,” Andrews said.

DKH receives review of recent water issue response

PUTNAM — Day Kimball 
Healthcare (DKH) reported that 
the company achieved a posi-
tive margin of almost $1 million 
for fiscal-year 2016, exceeding 
the healthcare system’s projec-
tion for a breakeven year, and 
reflecting an approximately $7 
million turnaround from the 
$6.3 million loss experienced in 
fiscal-year 2015. The announce-
ment was made at DKH’s annu-
al Corporators Meeting held 
last night at The Mansion at 
Bald Hill in South Woodstock.

“This year we celebrate a 
truly significant accomplish-
ment,” Joseph Adiletta, DKH 
interim president and CEO, 

told the corporators. “This 
achievement is made even 
more significant in light of the 
many challenges and changes 
our organization, and all com-
munity hospitals and health-
care systems around our state 
and nation, have faced in 
recent years.

“We’re now on a path not just 
to survive but to thrive,” he 
continued. “That is all thanks 
to the hard work, perseverance 
and commitment of our entire 
Day Kimball family.”

Adiletta also highlighted a 
number of improvements that 
were made to DKH’s facilities 
and technology – such as infra-

structure improvements at the 
Brousseau Surgical Suite and 
the implementation of a new 
state-of-the-art patient moni-
toring system in the Intensive 
Care and Medical/Surgical 
departments. These types of 
investments will help to ensure 
that the DKH healthcare sys-
tem continues to provide “…
the latest in care and technolo-
gy to our patients,” he said.

QUALITY OF CARE

In his remarks, Interim 
Board Chairman Jack Burke 
stated that DKH earned some 

seven significant distinctions 
and designations for quali-
ty care during the last fiscal 
year, while the new Townsend 
Emergency Medical Center 
received the following recog-
nition:

• A new patient satisfaction 
survey indicated a 98 percent 
patient satisfaction rating, 
while 98 percent of patients 
said that they would recom-
mend the DKH Emergency 
Department to family and 
friends

• For the second time, Day 
Kimball Hospital earned The 
Joint Commission’s Gold Seal 
of Approval and the American 
Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association’s Heart-
Check mark for Advanced 
Certification for Primary 
Stroke Centers

In addition, the Day Kimball 
Medical Group primary Care 
practices were recognized 
by United Health Care’s 
“Enhanced Program” for 
achieving the health insurer’s 
highest 5-star ranking in nine 
out of 12 care measures.

“Thanks to the hard work 
and dedication of the entire 
Day Kimball Healthcare team, 
2016 was a year defined by 
achievement,” said Burke. 

MOVING FORWARD

In outlining DKH’s strate-
gy in the New Year, Interim 
President Adiletta began: “As 
we enter 2017, we do so with 
a new direction and a fresh 
vision for our organization.

“We continue looking for an 
opportunity to affiliate with a 
larger system that shares our 
vision,” he said, “but in the 
meantime, we are continuing 
to act as though we will remain 
independent, while focusing on 
our strengths.” Adiletta point-

ed out that DKH will main-
tain existing partnerships 
with UMass Memorial Medical 
Center and Yale New Haven 
Health, which strengthen 
both the clinical and business 
efforts of the DKH system.

“Partnerships such as these, 
combined with our own clini-
cal and business expertise and 
accomplishments, mean that 
today we stand strong as an 
independent, non-profit com-
munity healthcare system at 
a time when such systems are 
becoming increasingly rare,” 
he said.

Adiletta concluded: “We are 
on a path not just to survival 
but to success and there’s a 
reason for that – Day Kimball 
is different. Those differences 
are what define us and the way 
we provide quality communi-
ty healthcare. Those values – 
quality, community, health and 
care – will continue to define us 
and serve as the foundation 
upon which we build the next 
phase of our evolution.”

LEADERSHIP

The corporators approved 
the following slate of board 
officers: Chairman Jack Burke, 
Vice Chairman Mark Shamber, 
Secretary Karen Cole, 
Treasurer Janice Thurlow, 
and Assistant Secretary & 
Assistant Treasurer Joseph 
Botta, MD. Karen Cole and 
Steven Schimmel, MD were 
re-elected to the board, while 
Anthony Chieffalo, MD, Paul 
Matty, MD, and Edwin Higgins, 
Esq., were newly elected to the 
board.

Named new DKH corpora-
tors were: Paul Beaudoin, 
Laura Dunn, Nancy Dziki, 
Edwin Higgins, Esq., Paul 
Matty, MD, Renee Smith, and 
Kristen Willis.

Courtesy photo

Day Kimball Healthcare’s 2017 Board of Directors: Front row, from left, Steven Schimmel, MD, Karen Cole, Jack 
Burke, Joseph Adiletta, Janice Thurlow, Shawn McNerney. Back row, from left, Paul Matty, MD, William St. 
Onge, Esq., Joseph Botta, MD, Anthony Chieffalo, MD, Michael Baum, MD, Edwin Higgins, Esq., Kevin Johnston 
and Mark Shamber. Not pictured: Joseph Alessandro, DO, Hadi Bozorgmanesh and Jeffrey Paul.

Exceeds financial projections for fiscal 2016

Courtesy photo

HARTFORD — Pat Boyd took 
the oath of office Wednesday, Jan. 
4, at the State Capitol in Hartford. 
Secretary of the State Denise Merrill 
administered the oath during cere-
monies in the historic chamber of the 
House of Representatives. Boyd (D–
Pomfret, Brooklyn, Eastford, Union, 
Woodstock) is eager to begin his new 
legislative duties representing his 

district. His priorities include:
• Ensuring fiscal stability without 

raising taxes
• Protecting funding for Day 

Kimball Hospital
• Eliminating the state income tax 

on Social Security benefits
• Preserving farmland and open 

space
Boyd can be reached by e-mail at 

Pat.Boyd@cga.ct.gov or by phone at 
860-240-8585.

Boyd sworn in at State Capitol Dauphinais 
sworn into 
Legislature 
for first term

HARTFORD — State Rep. 
Anne Dauphinais (R-44) was 
sworn into her first term on 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, as the 2017 
Legislative Session convened.

The Connecticut General 
Assembly will continue the 
current session for a five-
month period.

“I am eager to bring the 
voice of the residents of 
Killingly and Plainfield to 
the Capitol over the next two 
years,” stated Dauphinais. “It 
is a priority of mine to reverse 
the poor economic trends, 
which have been compounded 
by the poor budgeting policies 
of the Majority Party for far too long in Hartford. I will encourage my new 
legislative colleagues to explore options that will close the ever growing 
deficit in order to create the necessary financial stability for our businesses 
and towns.”

Dauphinais has been assigned by House Republican leadership to serve 
on the General Assembly’s Public Safety, Human Services, and Children’s 
Committees. Although this is Dauphinais’ first term in the Legislature, she 
is no stranger to public service and previously worked as a case manager for 
the state Department of Correction.

The legislative session will adjourn on Wednesday, June 7.

Anne Dauphinais
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up being a tree that 
came across the wires 
that played a significant 
role in the incident,” 
Baron said. “The fire 
was deemed accidental, 
and it’s more probably 
than not that the prima-
ry wires came down and 
landed on the second-
aries heading into the 
house which charged 
the whole house with 
high voltage leading to 
the structure fire.”

The home is still 
standing, but is deemed 
a total loss, according 
to Baron. Firefighters 
worked deep into the 
morning to tackle the 
blaze and douse hot 
spots as the fire fully 
engulfed the interior 
of the structure. Baron 
said everyone made it 
out OK, although there 
was a report of a fami-
ly cat unaccounted for 
as of this report, with 
firefighters unaware if 
the animal was lost in 
the fire or escaped the 
home.

Baron said that the 
circumstances leading 
to the fire are not as 
common as some might 
think. While wires fall-
ing are nothing knew, 
especially in a region 
where snow, ice, and 
wind play havoc with 
electrical wires every 
year, it took a perfect sit-
uation for this particu-
lar situation to result in 
such a destructive fire.

“I’d put it more on the 
rare side that the prima-
ries will come down and 
contact the secondaries 
leading to the house,” 

Baron said. “A lot of 
times you’ll have prima-
ry wiring come down or 
secondaries down sepa-
rately, but to have them 
make contact with each 
other is not that fre-
quent. It does happen, 
but not that often.”

Baron said that other 
homes did receive a 
surge of electricity from 
the fallen wires, but only 
the one home received 
significant damage.

“The damage for this 
incident went right to 
that house, but other 
witnesses nearby did 

say they had higher 
voltage going through 
their homes. One person 
said that their fan blow-
er in their wood stove 
all of a sudden sound-
ed like it was in hyper 
speed from the higher 
voltage going through 
the lines. Luckily it 
didn’t last that long and 
other places survived it. 
There could have easi-
ly been more than one 
house that got involved 
in this incident,” Baron 
said.

Woodstock’s fire 
departments, along 

with Muddy Brook, 
Bungay, Putnam, 
and the Community 
Fire Company out of 
Thompson all respond-
ed to the scene where 
Route 171 was closed 
near New Sweden Road 
and Rocky Hill Road 
to allow firefighters to 
properly manage the sit-
uation uninterrupted.

Jason Bleau may be 
reached at 508-909-4129, 
or by e-mail at jason@
stonebridgepress.com.

Downed wires lead to destructive fire in Woodstock
FIRE
continued from page A1

PUTNAM — Think of it as a really 
hard, really important job interview. It 
has to be, because this job lasts for life.

Recently, 16-year-old Richard L. 
LaBonte, Jr., successfully finished his 
interview. This means the young man 
from Pomfret is Troop 21’s brand-new 
Eagle Scout.

“I learned from being in Scouts how 
to talk to people and to try new things,” 
LaBonte said, smiling, as he emerged 
from his Eagle Scout Board of Review, 
which was held Wednesday evening, 
December 21, at the St. Mary Church of 

the Visitation Parish Center in Putnam. 
LaBonte is the elected Scout in charge, 
called the senior patrol leader, of Troop 
21, which is chartered by, and operated 
from, the church.

Troop 21’s new Eagle Scout, the son of 
Richard, Sr., and Vikkii LaBonte, has 
indeed tried many “new things” since 
he became a Scout in 2011 — camping, 
hiking, fishing, rock climbing, swim-
ming, rappelling, astronomy and the 
host of other activities that Scouts do. 
Add to that earning 21 merit badges, 
holding a responsible leadership posi-

tion in Troop 21 for most of the last five 
years and performing plenty of commu-
nity service along the way, and you get 
the 350 or so requirements LaBonte had 
to complete in order to earn Scouting’s 
highest rank. 

After a Troop 21 Scout has completed 
the requirements for the rank of Eagle, 
he must be reviewed and passed by a 
combined Eagle Scout Board of Review, 
made up of adult leaders from Troop 21 
and the Nipmuck District of the East 
Hartford-based Connecticut Rivers 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America. 
Counting the time needed to fill out the 
paperwork, LaBonte’s board of review 
took just under an hour.

“I learned (from being a Scout) that 
when you’re the leader, everyone looks 
up to you to make the right choice,” 
LaBonte said shortly afterwards.

Indeed, the Boy Scouts of America 
requires that an Eagle Scout candidate 
show his leadership by planning and 
leading others in successfully complet-
ing a significant service project to ben-
efit the candidate’s school, church or 
community. Historically, the service 
project requirement was added 50 years 
ago, in 1966. A service project was not 
required until then. 

For his service project, beginning 
last March, LaBonte spent over four 
months leading a group of 16 Scouts 
and adult volunteers who demolished 
the old, decrepit, 40-foot, wooden foot-
bridge and assembled and stained a 
new one spanning Creamery Brook at 
Brooklyn’s Donald Francis Recreation 
Park on Route 6. LaBonte and his crew 
finished the bridge in July.

Nationwide, the Boy Scouts of 
America’s national office in Irving, 
Texas, said that in 2015 a total of 8,503,337 
hours were spent working on Eagle 
Scout service projects. That averaged 
out to over 150 hours each. LaBonte and 
his crew beat that number, however, 
putting in a total of almost 200 hours 
overall.

In addition to a service project, an 
Eagle Scout candidate must earn a total 
of 21 required and elective merit badg-
es. LaBonte has 22. The required badges 
cover various subjects, such as citizen-
ship, camping, the environment, family 
life, cooking, first aid, swimming, phys-
ical fitness, communication, emergen-
cy preparedness and financial manage-
ment. LaBonte, a junior at H. H. Ellis 
Technical High School in Danielson, 
where he studies electronics, has also 
earned elective merit badges in astron-
omy, fishing, electricity and chess, 
among others.

Going back over a century, in June 
of 1911 the new Boy Scout Handbook 
unveiled the new “Wolf Scout Award” 
as the highest rank a Scout could earn, 
which he could get by earning a total of 
21 required and elective merit badges. 
However, it was never given out under 
that name. The name was changed to 
the “Eagle Scout Award” two months 
later.

Since then, from 1912 through 2015, 
about two-and-a-quarter million Scouts 
have earned the Eagle Scout rank. The 
first Eagle Scout, Arthur Rose Eldred, 
was a member of Troop 1 in Oceanside, 
Long Island, New York. Eldred earned 
the award in August of 1912, at the 
age of 17. In 2015, 54,366 Scouts earned 
the Eagle rank, the fourth-largest annu-
al class in history. Of that number, 
663 were from Connecticut. Since 1912, 
about four percent of all Boy Scouts 
have become Eagle Scouts, while just 
over six-and-a-half percent of all Scouts 
earned the Eagle Scout rank in 2015. 
Famous Eagle Scouts include, among 
too many to mention, President Gerald 
Ford, first man on the moon Neil 
Armstrong, movie producer Steven 
Spielberg and Wal-Mart founder Sam 
Walton. 

Troop 21 Scoutmaster Peter A. 
Lomabrdo, of Putnam, said new Eagle 
Scout Richard LaBonte may never be 
famous, but that’s not the point.

“Richard has come so far and done 
so well in his five years with Troop 21,” 
Lombardo said. “He’s set himself up 
with a great foundation to succeed in 
life. I’m so proud of him.”

New Eagle Scout passes final test
Putnam’s Troop 21 senior patrol leader earns Scouting’s highest rank

Photo courtesy John D. Ryan

In November, Putnam’s Troop 21 Senior Patrol Leader Richard L. Labonte, Jr., led his troop at 
a service project to help to serve Thanksgiving dinner to disabled clients of the John Dempsey 
Center, at the at the Albert J. Breault VFW Post 1523 in Putnam. 

Photo courtesy Vikkii LaBonte

Putnam’s Troop 21 Senior Patrol Leader Richard L. Labonte, Jr., is pictured here hammering 
a nail during his Eagle Scout Service Project, while Scoutmaster Peter A. Lombardo looks on. 

Photo courtesy Peter A. Lombardo

Putnam’s Troop 21 Scout Richard L. Labonte, Jr., then 13, is shown here on a rock climbing 
trip while at Connecticut Rivers Council’s Camp Mattatuck, in Plymouth, Conn., during Troop 
21’s summer camp week in 2013.

Photo courtesy John D. Ryan

Putnam’s Troop 21 Senior Patrol Leader 
Richard L. Labonte, Jr., is pictured here fish-
ing for largemouth bass, during a troop fish-
ing weekend in Stafford Springs in August.

Photo courtesy Peter A. Lombardo

In October, Putnam’s Troop 21 Senior Patrol 
Leader Richard L. Labonte, Jr., led his troop 
to the summit of Mt. Monadnock, in New 
Hampshire. He’s shown here resting at the 
top of the mountain, shortly before he led the 
other Scouts back down.

Photo courtesy Peter A. Lombardo

Putnam’s Troop 21 Senior Patrol Leader 
Richard L. Labonte, Jr., rappels down the 
40-foot climbing wall at Connecticut Rivers 
Council’s Camp Mattatuck, in Plymouth, 
during Troop 21’s summer camp week in 
July.

Photo courtesy John D. Ryan

In November, Putnam’s Troop 21 Senior 
Patrol Leader Richard L. Labonte, Jr., and 
the rest of his troop attended the 2016 
Boy Scout Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math Event at the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy in New London. He’s shown here 
earning the Electricity Merit Badge. LaBonte 
is a junior at H. H. Ellis Technical High 
School in Danielson, where he’s studying 
electronics.
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Rolf Structural Integration
Thai Massage & Therapeutic Bodywork

Do you have low back pain,  
sciatica or rounded shoulders?

860-617-1234
Learn more at 

www.facebook.com/robMartinBCSI
or book online at 

www.rolfbodyworks.org

Licensed & Insured 
Since 1972

Siding, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Decks, Additions
Free Design Service • Free Estimates

Gilbert Homes, Inc.,
GREAT REFERENCES 860-428-9258

WE DO REMODELING

Sevigny Custom Barns
Horse Barns

 Sheds

860-923-9001
Lumber packages available for

do-it-yourselfers – includes blueprints

Storage Barns
Garages

 
www.sevignycustombarns.com
will@sevignycustombarns.com

Lower Cost 
Dry Cleaning!

Wash & Fold 
Service

Dayville Dry Cleaners & Laundromat
Rte 101 Dayville - Across from XtraMart

860-779-2777

21 Furnace St. Danielson, CT 06239 • 860-774-6010
Hours: Mon, Wed, Fri 12-6 • Tues, Thurs 12-5 • Sat 10-2 • Sun Closed

www.bikect.com

Under New 

Ownership

Your one stop shop  
for bicycle sales 

& service

Gift Certificates 
Available!

• New & Repaired Septic Systems • Landscaping
• Stumping • Drainage Systems • Sewer 

Connections
• Frost Walls • Cellar Holes • Snow Plowing  

• Loam • Sand • Gravel • Fill

860-774-1737
108 Thompson Pike, Dayville, CT 06241
40 Years Experience • Licensed & Insured

LEONARD ZADORA & SONS, LLC
DEMOLITION, SEPTIC SYSTEMS & EXCAVATION

free estimate

The Law Office Of

Gabrielle labonte
aTTOrney and cOunseLOr aT Law

5 Vina Lane • P.O. BOx 709
BrOOkLyn, cOnnecTicuT 06234

Phone: 860-774-3700 • Fax: 860-774-6300

Wills and 
Trusts

Medicaid 
Planning
Probate

NEW OFFICE ADDRESS:

Overhead Door Company of Windham
93 Hartford Rd., Brooklyn, CT

800-462-4003 CT. License 404527 HOD#941

• Energy Saving Windows & Doors
• Interior Doors
• Eco Batt Insulation
• Hardware, Tools, & Accessories

189 Eastford Rd. • Eastford, CT 06242
ph: 860-974-1924 • fax: 860-974-0099

www.eastfordbuildingsupply.com
Hours: M-F • 7am-5pm • Sat • 8am-12pm

• Composite Decking, Railing
• Lumber & Plywood
• Cabinetry & Countertops
• Fasteners

Call Today!

245 Providence Rd (Rte.6) Brooklyn
860.774.PETS or 860.774.7387

Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 10-5

Wild Bird Seed & FeedersHay, Straw & Shavings

BrooklynBrooklyn

NutriSource Dog Food

New Year,New Look!
In our Hardware Department –

Come check it out!

Let your neighbors know  
you’re out there.  

Advertise on this weekly page 
featuring local business. 

For more information call Brenda 
today @ 860-928-1818

Advertise on this weekly pAge feAturing locAl business. cAll todAy @ 860-928-1818

PUTNAM — The Theatre of 
Northeastern Connecticut at the 
Bradley Playhouse is proud to welcome 
in 2017 with the hilarious, over-the-
top farce The Underpants, which opens 
Jan. 20 and runs for three weekends. 
The show contains adult humor.

Performances are Jan. 20, 21, 27, 28, 
Feb. 3 and 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Jan. 22, 29 
and Feb. 5 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20 for 
adults and $16 for seniors and students.

“The Underpants” was written by 
Carl Sternheim and adapted by Steve 
Martin. Yes, that Steve Martin – the 
actor, comedian, director, playwright 
and banjo master.

The play is set in Dusseldorf, Germany 
in 1910. A young wife has a very public 
wardrobe malfunction during a parade 

for the king, when her underpants fall 
down around her ankles.  She is sure no 
one saw it but her husband is convinced 
it will be the end of his cherished civil 
service career. Things become compli-
cated when the incident attracts two 
infatuated men who saw the undies 
fall and want to rent the empty room 
in the couple’s flat. Frank Versati is an 
elegant, foppish poet who wants Louise 
as his new muse. Benjamin Cohen is 
a whiny hypochondriac barber. Nosy 
neighbor Gertrude tries to add excite-
ment to her own boring life by encour-
aging Louise to get involved with the 
boarders. Then there is the mysterious 
Klinglehoff. 

The TNECT production of “The 
Underpants” is directed by Tonya 
Leigh Brock. Alyson Fowler appears 

as the young wife, Louise, and her 
husband, Theo, is played by Adam 
Leidemer.  The boarders are Vincent 
Chaisson as Versati and David Ring 
as Cohen. Sharon Starr plays Louise’s 
friend, Gertrude and Jim Douglas is 
Klinglehoff. 

The Bradley Playhouse is located at 
30 Front Street (Route 44) in Putnam. 

All seats are reserved. Reservations 
may be made with a major credit card 
online at www.thebradleyplayhouse.
org or by calling 860-928-7887. Tickets 
may be purchased at the theater box 
office, either before the performance or 
at the door. As always, purchasing your 
tickets ahead of time is recommended.

‘The Underpants’ opens next week at Bradley Playhouse

Courtesy photos

David Ring (Cohen) and Vincent Chaisson 
(Versati).

David Ring (Cohen) and Alyson Fowler 
(Louise).

Alyson Fowler (Louise) and Jim Douglas (Klinglehoff).
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CHEAP BOOZE

MARTY’S OF DUDLEY
Open Every Sun. 10-10  •  Rte. 197 • 119 West Main

FINE WINES 

GREAT SERVICE

Gallo Video 
& Lingerie
Get them a gift they will  
never forget. We have the 
area’s largest selection of 
lingerie, adult movies, toys, 
lotions and magazines!

We are conveniently located at exit 2 
off 395 behind Friendly’s Restaurant

129 East Main St. 
Webster, MA 

 or Rte. 9 Shrewsbury, MA
Bring this ad for a FREE DVD (retail value $19.99) 
with a minimum purchase of $50. Expires 1/31/17

Every Mattress On Sale!
Free Delivery • Free Set-Up 

Free 12 Months
No Interest • Free Lay-a-ways

508.943.0234
hortonfurniture.com

OPEN
Mon, Tues, 

Wed, Sat 9-5

Thurs & Fri 
9-6

53 Schofield Ave. Route 12, Dudley, MA

Editor’s Note: The information con-
tained in these police logs was obtained 
through either press releases or other 
public documents kept by each police 
department, and is considered to be the 
account of police. All subjects are con-
sidered innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law. If a case is dismissed in 
court or the party is found to be innocent, 
The Villager, with proper documenta-
tion, will update the log at the request of 
the arrested party.

STATE POLICE TROOP D 
LOGS

KILLINGLY

Thursday, Dec. 29

Ian Emerson Gervais, 42, of 11 
Pineville Road, Killingly, was charged 
with illegal possession of narcotic.

Monday, Jan. 2

Matthew Albro, 43, of 21 Peep Toad 
Road, Killingly, was charged with risk 
of injury to child; disorderly conduct.

BROOKLYN

Saturday, Dec. 31

James E. Alston, 35, of 169 South Main 
St., Brooklyn, was charged with fail-
ure to display/return/improper use/
obstruct/damage license plates; oper-
ating motor vehicle while license is 
refused/suspended/revoked; criminal 
impersonation; interfering with an offi-
cer: non-assaultive.

Monday, Jan. 2

Tylon Collette, 28, of 1 Middle St., 
Brooklyn, was charged with possession 
of narcotics; possession of narcotics 
with intent to sell; failure to appear first 
degree; failure to appear second degree.

DANIELSON

Tuesday, Jan. 3

Joseph Camacho, 30, of 120 Franklin 
St., Danielson, was charged with inter-
fering with an officer: simple assault; 
disorderly conduct: voyeurism/peeping 
Tom; violation of protective order.

Zachary Lawrence Mineau, 22, of 
Carter St., Brooklyn, was charged with 
risk of injury to child.

PUTNAM POLICE 
DEPARTMENT LOGS

Saturday, Dec. 31

Spencer Salvas, 21, of 103 Five Mile 
River Rd., Putnam, was charged with 
traveling fast, operating under suspen-
sion

Brock Abbott, 32, of 5 Brookside Lane, 
Woodstock, was charged with traveling 

fast

Robert Newton, 22, of 699 County Rd., 
Woodstock, was charged with speeding

Michele Domanski, 33, of 24 Marshall 
St., Putnam, was charged with speeding

Keith Racine, 53, of 44 Church St., 
Thompson, was charged with operating 
under the influence, failure to maintain 
proper lane

Sunday, Jan. 1

Toby Ciukaj, 32, of 60b Reynolds St., 
Danielson, was charged with operating 
under the influence

Michael Thornton, 46, of 42 Center St., 
Putnam, was charged with operating 
under the influence, failure to drive 
right

Kyle Crandall, 23, of 176 S. Main St., 
Putnam, was charged with disorderly 
conduct, threatening, breach of peace

POLICE LOGS

PB Bancorp Inc. 
announces dividend

PUTNAM — Thomas A. 
Borner, president and CEO 
of PB Bancorp, Inc., has 
announced that the Company’s 
Board of Directors has declared 
a quarterly cash dividend on 
the Company’s common stock 
of $0.03 per share. The dividend 
will be payable to all stockhold-
ers of record as of Jan. 18, 2017, 
and is scheduled to be paid on 
Feb. 1, 2017.

“We are pleased to announce 
this latest dividend payment 
for the Holding Company,” 

said Mr. Borner. “We believe 
that providing a return to our 
stockholders is an important 
part of being a community 
bank. We look forward to main-
taining our brand of communi-
ty banking for years to come as 
we have for the last 155 years. 
This is all in keeping with our 
tag line, ‘Together We Make 
A Difference.’ We continue to 
encourage the community to 
consider keeping their bank-
ing business local to eastern 
Connecticut.”

PB Bancorp, Inc., headquar-
tered in Putnam, is the parent 
of Putnam Bank, a state char-
tered stock savings bank found-
ed in 1862. The Bank offers a 

wide range of financial services 
through its eight full-service 
offices. Putnam Bank also oper-
ates a full-service loan center 
in Putnam, Connecticut. The 
Bank’s deposits are insured by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. PB Bancorp, 
Inc.’s common stock trades on 
the NASDAQ Capital Market 
under the symbol PBBI.

Rovero gets committee 
assignments

HARTFORD — State Rep. 
Danny Rovero (D-Putnam, 
Killingly, Thompson) is 
pleased to announce his 2017 
General Assembly committee 
assignments. Rovero is the 
House vice chair of the Aging 
Committee and also continues 
to serve on the General Law 

and Public Safety & Security 
committees.

“I am honored to be vice chair 
of Aging,” said Rovero. “Senior 
citizens deserve respect, admi-
ration, and recognition for all 
they have achieved during 
their lifetimes. And I will have 
the pleasure of serving with 
fellow Quiet Corner lawmaker, 
Sen. Mae Flexer.”

“My work on Public Safety 
is gratifying. We were able to 
keep Troop D open and the 
State Police communications 
unit up and running,” said 
Rovero. “I recognize the com-
mittee’s responsibility of sup-
porting police and all emergen-
cy responders.”

“I believe in government 
efficiency which is why the 
General Law Committee is so 
important. Sometimes enforc-

ing or modifying existing laws 
is preferable to passing new 
ones.”

In addition to his committee 
assignments Rep. Rovero also 
has the leadership position of 
Majority Whip At Large.

Rovero was first elected in 
2010 and is beginning his fourth 
term in the General Assembly.

Day Kimball Hospital: 
Birth Announcement

A son, Waylon James was 
born to Elliott and Hollie 
Hayden of Hampton, on 
Nov. 24, 2016, at Day Kimball 
Hospital in Putnam.

Putnam Lodge of 
Elks distributes 
134 food baskets 
for Christmas

PUTNAM — On Saturday, 
Dec. 17, a group of 50 volun-
teers gathered to continue a 
holiday tradition. The Putnam 
Elks of Lodge #574 distributed 
food baskets to local families, 
with 134 baskets and 530 people 
served. The tradition, which 
began in 1957, is just one exam-
ple of how the Elks give back 
to the community through ser-
vice and donations. 

Like previous years, the 2016 
holiday basket distribution 
was made possible through 
funds raised during the year 
at the club and through Elks 
Grants. Shawn Tessier has led 
the basket drive for several 
years and discussed the impact 
of the tradition.

“Over the last 59 years, 
we have had many people in 
charge of the holiday baskets. 

I have been lucky enough to 
have the reins for the last three 
years and there is no warmer 
feeling than bringing food and 
a smile to people in the com-
munity that might need help 
around Christmas. I love it,” 
he said.

To identify families in 
need, the Elks partner with 
other local organizations such 
as TEEG, Putnam Housing 
Authority, Putnam Family 
Resource Center, and Pomfret 
Community School.

Tessier noted, “I tally all the 
families by family size and I 
order the baskets from a local 
supermarket. We typically pick 
up the baskets on the Saturday 
before Christmas and bring 
them back to the lodge.”

Most baskets are picked up 
by the families with Elks mak-
ing home deliveries to those 
without transportation. 

Earl Rosebrooks, who recent-
ly became a member in 2016, 
wants to make the public aware 
that the Elks are responsible 
for a variety of “benevolent” 
activities throughout the year.

“As a new member of Lodge 
#574, it has been wonderful to 
be a part of a group that cares 
so much about the residents 

of Northeastern Connecticut,” 
Rosebrooks said.

Adding to this sentiment, 
Tessier expressed his grati-
tude for the collective efforts of 
the Elks: “All my thanks goes 
out to all the members of the 
Putnam Elks #574. Every mem-
ber helps in some small way 
and they deserve the credit. 
Elks care. Elks share.”

Officially titled The 

Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, this national 
organization invests in commu-
nities through programs that 
help children grow up healthy 
and drug-free, by undertaking 
projects that address unmet 
needs, and by honoring the 
service and sacrifice of vet-
erans. Lodge #574 is known 
for their club on 64 Edmond 
Street in Putnam, which holds 

a variety of community and 
private events throughout the 
year. Led by Exalted Ruler Ron 
Stewart, Lodge #574 is active 
on social media and those 
interested in learning more are 
encouraged to call 860-928-3901 
or visit https://www.elks.org/
lodges/home.cfm?LodgeNum-
ber=574.

Courtesy photo

Elk member Shawn Tessier (pictured fourth from right) has organized the basket donation for the last three 
years.

Putnam Ford hosts 19th 
Annual ‘Christmas is for 
Kids’ party

PUTNAM — Putnam Ford staff and President Rick 
Place helped to spread holiday cheer to local families 
Thursday, Dec. 15, at their 19th annual “Christmas is 
for Kids” party.

The party, hosted at the dealership, was attended 
by more than 80 children and adults from United 
Services’ human service programs, including the 
Domestic Violence Program, Center for Autism, and 
other family-oriented programs, as well as partici-
pants in Northeast Opportunities for Wellness youth 
programs.

“Putnam Ford and its employees are really proud 
and excited to put on a little Christmas show to the 
kids of the programs of United Services,” said Putnam 
Ford President Rick Place. “This is very self-grat-
ifying to help those less fortunate than ourselves 

especially at Christmas time. We look forward to this 
event every year and this being our 19th consecutive 
year, we are very grateful for the opportunity.”

The evening’s festivities included a holiday scav-
enger hunt, caroling, snacks, and of course a grand 
appearance by Santa and Mrs. Claus, who provided a 
gift for each child.

“Once again, Rick Place and everyone at Putnam 
Ford has done a wonderful job making spirits bright 
for local families,” said John Goodman, director of 
development and communications at United Services. 
“Although Northeast Connecticut still has many fam-
ilies struggling to makes ends meet throughout the 
year, thanks to Putnam Ford, dozens of local children 
and families have a chance to create lasting memories 
of holiday cheer.”

“NOW is very thankful to Putnam Ford for bring-
ing this event to the community,” commented NOW 
Executive Director Sarah Mortensen. “The ‘Christmas 
is for Kids’ party is a wonderful opportunity for the 
children we serve to experience the best of this season 
of giving and we were excited to participate this year.”

Courtesy photo

Employees of Putnam Ford at the 19th Annual Christmas is 
for Kids party, held Dec. 15 at the Putnam dealership.

news briefs
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*Taxes, license, title, insurance and $349 doc. fee extra. Excludes $350 disposition fee due at lease end. Zero security deposit. $650 acquisition fee is included. Lessee pays maintenance, excess wear and tear and $0.15 per mile charge for all 
mileage over 12,000 miles per year. **Rebate from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. ^$17.92 is due monthly for every $1,000 financed at 2.9% x 60 months. ^^$16.67 is due monthly for every $1,000 financed at 0% x 60 months. ‡EPA-estimated 
highway mileage. Actual mileage may vary. †$1,250 Recent College Grad Rebate on 2017 Corolla and 2016 Prius C: 6 months prior to or 2 years after graduation, proof of employment, no derogatory credit. ††$750 Military Rebate: Must be 
active duty. Program only available to customers with well-qualified credit through Toyota Financial Services. Not all customers will qualify. Delivery must be taken from dealer stock by 1/26/17 and is subject to availability.

The best selection of pre-owned cars in Central New England!

2013 Toyota Corolla LE I-4 cyl, auto, front 
wheel drive, Gray, 75K miles, A266562A 
$10,998

Not responsible for typographical errors

2013 Ford F-150 Crew Cab Pickup V-6 cyl, 
4x4, auto, Blue, 35K miles, Carfax 1-owner, Stk 
A3883 $35,998

2013 Toyota RAV4 4WD Ltd SUV, I-4 
cyl, auto, Green, 66K miles, Carfax 1-owner, 
A265428A $19,998

2015 Toyota Tacoma TRD Off Road 
Crew Cab, V-6 cyl, auto, Red, 15K miles, Carfax 
1-owner, A266660A $32,998

2014 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE Extended 
Cab Pickup V-6 cyl, auto, 4x4, Silver, 27K miles, 
Carfax 1-owner, Stk A3922 $32,998

2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT Passenger 
Mini-VanV-6 cyl, auto, Silver, 19K miles, Carfax 
1-owner, A3953 $19,998

2014 Chrysler 300 S Sedan, V-6 cyl, 8 
-speed auto, rear wheel drive, black, 3998 miles, 
Carfax 1-owner, A266913A $22,698

2012 Ford Escape Ltd SUV, I-4 cyl, auto, 
Blue, 42K miles, A266987A $18,998

2015 Toyota Tacoma Crew Cab Pickup
V-6, auto, 4X4, Gray, 19K miles, Carfax 1-owner, 
A266939A $33,298

2015 Ford Escape SE SUV I-4 cyl, 4X4, 
auto, Black, 24K miles, A266109A $21,598

2011 Hyundai Elantra GLS w/PZEV, I-4 
cyl, auto, front wheel drive, White, 60K miles, 
A3916A $10,998

2012 Honda Crosstour 2.4 I-4 cyl, auto, 
front wheel drive, Black, 54K miles, A266462B 
$16,998

2013 Ford Taurus SEL V-6 cyl, auto, front 
wheel drive, White, 60K miles, Carfax 1-owner, 
Stk A266521A $16,998

2017 Toyota Tundra 4WD Crew Cab, V-8 
cyl, 1794 5.7L, auto, Red, 163 miles, Carfax 
1-owner, A3967 $46,998

2015 Subaru WRX STI Ltd 4dr (M6), H-4 
cyl, AWD, Black, 17K miles, Carfax 1-owner, 
A267085A $37,998 

2014 Toyota Highlander Ltd SUV, V-6 cyl, 
auto, AWD, Ooh LA LA Rouge Mica, 35K miles, 
Carfax 1-owner, A3970 $34,998

2007 Travel Wld RV Auto, White, A3824B 
$10,998

2014 Toyota Corolla LE I-4 cyl, auto, front 
wheel drive, White, 54K miles, Carfax 1-owner, 
A266679A $14,998

2012 Mazda Mazda3 i Touring (A6) 
1-4 cyl, auto, front wheel drive, Gray, 44K miles, 
Carfax 1-owner, A266743A $11,998

2014 Toyota Camry LE I-4 cyl, auto, front 
wheel drive, Blue, 57K miles, Carfax 1-owner, 
A266961A $13,998



Killingly Villager % Town-to-Town Classifieds  %                                                   B1  Friday, January 13, 2017

BY CHARLIE LENTZ
VILLAGER SPORTS EDITOR

DAYVILLE — New Year’s 
Eve resulted in a headache for 
Killingly High junior center 
Ally Conde but not for the rea-
son many revelers reach for the 
aspirin the following morning. 
Conde suffered a concussion in 

the Redgals game at Plainfield 
High on Dec. 31 and was out 
of the lineup when Killingly 
played its first game of the new 
year against Bacon Academy 
last Friday at Killingly High 
School.

“She’s still not doing the 
return-to-play protocol yet. She 
hasn’t had a symptom-free day 

yet, so we’re hoping for that 
soon,” said Killingly coach 
Gina Derosier after the Bacon 
game.

Without Conde defending 
in the lane, Bacon Academy 
defeated Killingly 70-40 on Jan. 
6. Bacon outscored Killingly 
19-7 in the first quarter to take 
command and 16 of the Bobcats 
19 points in the first quarter 
came from putbacks, layups, 
or shots within three feet of the 
rim. Conde wasn’t in the paint 
to grab rebounds or prevent 
second-chance points.

“Bacon is a well-coached 
team. They’re like a well-oiled 
machine out there. They were 
putting on a clinic. It was a lack 
of effort in the first quarter on 
our half and I think we came 
out a little scared. Even on the 
offensive side — they were 
dictating what we were doing, 
we weren’t dictating what we 
wanted to do,” Derosier said. 
“Probably a little nervous 
because we didn’t have Ally 
(Conde) and probably a little 
scared because they had a little 
pressure and, like I said, Bacon 
is very-well coached team.”

Killingly freshmen guard/
forward Trinity Angel stepped 
up in Conde’s absence and 
scored 11 points to lead the 
Redgals.

“(Angel) is so raw right now. 
She has so much potential,” 
Derosier said. “It’s pulling the 
beast out of her, you know it’s 
there but you’ve just got to get 
her to be a little more assertive, 
a little more confident in her-
self. And when she does that 
she’s going to be a force to 
be reckoned 
with.”

Senior guard Payton 
Fitzgerald added nine points 
for the Redgals. Fitzgerald, 
along with junior guard Kylee 
Mazzarella (seven points 
including a three-pointer) 
senior guard Morgan LeSage 
(five points including a 
three-pointer) will be needed 
to contribute offensively while 
Conde is out of the lineup.

“That’s something we’re 
working on every day, shoot-
ing in the transition and pen-
etrating and kicking. We have 
to be ready to shoot the ball, 
that’s what it comes down to,” 
Derosier said. “A lot of times 
we’re shooting off-balance just 
to get a shot up. I’m preach-
ing to them that we have to 
shoot to score, not just shoot 
to shoot.”

Senior forward Jocelyn 
Luizzi led Bacon Academy wit 
20 points. Sophomore center 
Kellie Nudd added 15 points for 
the Bobcats (6-2 through eight 
games).

The loss dropped Killingly’s 
record was 4-4 through eight 
games. Killingly is next sched-
uled to play at East Lyme on 
Friday, Jan. 13. Derosier said 
the Redgals are still on track 
to make the Class M State 
Tournament and finish with a 
winning record.

“The girls, they’re doing 
everything I ask of them. 
There’s a couple tough loss-
es that I thought would go 
the other way but we’re back 
to work every day,” said 
Derosier, in her first season 
at the helm. “Their mindset’s 
strong. They’re not hanging 
their heads by any means. So 
we have a goal to make the 
States and beyond. They’re still 
on track. We’ve just got to keep 
them going.”

Charlie Lentz may be reached 
at (860) 928-1818, ext. 110, or by 
e-mail at charlie@villagernews-
papers.com.

Redgals have headache without Conde
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Killingly’s Payton Fitzgerald launches a three-pointer against Bacon 
Academy last Friday at Killingly High School.

Charlie Lentz photo

Killingly’s Trinity Angel drives against Bacon 
Academy last Friday.
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WOODSTOCK — Nick Short 
scored 11 points and Cole 
Hackett added 10 points to help 
Woodstock Academy defeat 
Plainfield High 41-34 Tuesday 
night at Alumni Fieldhouse 
and deal Plainfield its first 
loss of the season. The victory 

was the third-straight win for 
Woodstock. Hackett tallied 
eight points in the first half as 
Woodstock led 16-9 at the break 
in a defensive struggle.

Markeith Conyers led 
Plainfield with 13 points. The 
loss dropped Plainfield’s record 
to 1-6. Woodstock Academy 
coach Aaron Patterson credited 
Patrick Houlihan with playing 
great defense, running the point, 
and finishing with seven points. 
Woodstock lifted its record to 4-4. 
The Centaurs are next scheduled 
to play host to Fitch at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 13.

Putnam 72, Ellis Tech 58
DANIELSON — Lucas Basilio 

scored 27 points to lead Putnam 
High past Ellis Tech in boys bas-
ketball Tuesday at Ellis Tech. 

Zack Cutler scored 18 points and 
Scott Davagian added 13 points 
including three three-pointers 
for the Clippers. Putnam raced 
to a 25-16 lead after one quarter 
and never trailed.

Darius Deveny led the Golden 
Eagles with 21 points and 
Brennan Young added 13 points 
including three three-pointers 
for Ellis Tech. The loss dropped 
Ellis Tech’s record to 1-7. The 
Golden Eagles are next sched-
uled to travel to Norwich Tech 
on Friday, Jan. 13.

The win lifted Putnam’s record 
to 5-2. The 
Clippers are 
next scheduled 
to play host to 
Grasso Tech 
on Friday, Jan. 
13, with tipoff 

scheduled for 7 p.m. at Putnam 
High School.

Woodstock 49, Plainfield 31
WOODSTOCK — Woodstock 

Academy used a second-quarter 
run to defeat Plainfield High 
in girls basketball Tuesday at 
Alumni Fieldhouse. With the 
Centaurs leading 16-9 after one 
quarter, Woodstock outscored 
Plainfield 16-2 in the second 
quarter to take a 32-11 lead into 
the locker room at halftime.

Madison Brennan led 
Woodstock with 10 points. Jamie 

Woods added seven points and 
Mackenzie Eaton scored six 
points on a pair of three-point-
ers. 

Chloe Lapierre led Plainfield 
with 14 points. The loss dropped 
Plainfield’s record to 1-7. With 
the win Woodstock lifted its 
record to 6-3. The Centaurs are 
next scheduled to play at Fitch 
on Friday, Jan. 13. Woodstock 
returns home to play host to 
Stonington on Tuesday, Jan. 17, 
with tipoff scheduled for 7 p.m. 
at Alumni Fieldhouse.
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Woodstock’s Nick Short.

Woodstock Academy boys topple Plainfield
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THOMPSON — 
Tourtellotte coach Carla 
Faucher is looking for 
consistency from her 
lineup but the peaks and 
valleys have been costly 
for the Tigers. Another 
up-and-down perfor-
mance cost Tourtellotte 
in a 47-45 loss to 
Montville Monday at 
Canty Gymnasium. The 
Tigers raced to an 18-8 
first-quarter lead but fal-
tered down the stretch 
against the Indians.

“We’ve got to string 32 
minutes together. We get 
a few minutes here and 
there and then we let up,” 
Faucher said. “We’ve got 
to keep them pushing to 
play the full 32 minutes 
and not to give up on 
themselves.”

The loss dropped 

Tourtellotte’s record to 
3-6. The Tigers shot well 
early and seized a quick 
lead. Junior guard Katey 
Kwasniewski and soph-
omore forward Lauren 
Ramos each scored six 
points in the first quar-
ter and junior guard tal-
lied two buckets includ-
ing a 10-footer with 
four seconds left in the 
opening frame to push 
the Tigers lead to 18-8. 
The Indians clawed back 
and tied it at 22-22 on a 
layup from senior guard 
Brianna Leone with :28 
left in the second quar-
ter — Tourtellotte fresh-
man guard Ashley Morin 
answered a three-pointer 
with :15 left before the 
half and the Tigers took a 
25-22 into the break.

The Tigers went cold 
and Montville outscored 
Tourtellotte 11-3 in the 
third quarter and seized 

a 33-28 lead going into the 
fourth frame.

“When we score it 
builds our confidence,” 
Faucher said. “When we 
start missing then we 
start second guessing 
ourselves. I just could see 
the momentum fade.”

The Tigers rallied 
and tied it at 39-39 on 
a three-pointer from 
Kwasniewski with 3:21 
left in the game. Leone 
sank both ends of a one-
and-one with 1:10 left to 
give Montville a 43-41 
margin. Down 43-41, 
Tourtellotte’s Emily 
Vincent had a chance to 
tie it with two shots from 
the foul line with :53 left 
but her first attempt went 
halfway down before rim-
ming out.

“It seems like that’s the 
way our shots have been 
the last three games,” 
said Faucher of Vincent’s 

near-miss from the line. 
“It’s rattling in and out, 
they just aren’t falling for 
us. For this kind of team 
they need those to fall to 
give them confidence.”

Vincent sank her sec-
ond free throw with :53 
left to pull the Tigers 
within 43-42 but they 
could get no closer.

“I was pretty frustrat-
ed. I’ve been struggling 
with foul shots recently,” 
Vincent said. “I think we 
just have to keep the men-
tality to go out hard, push 
the ball up the court, if 
we keep working hard 
all the way to the end — 

all 32 minutes — I think 
we’ll be OK.”

Kwasniewski finished 
with 12 points and five 
assists, Torres scored 11 
and had three assists, 
Morin added nine points, 
and sophomore forward 
Lauren Ramos had eight 
points, nine rebounds, 
and three steals for the 
Tigers. Leonne scored a 
game-high 23 points for 
Montville (3-6).

Tourtellotte is next 
scheduled to play host 
to Lyman Memorial on 
Friday, Jan. 13, with 
tipoff scheduled for 7 p.m. 
at Canty Gymnasium. 

Faucher hopes the peaks 
and valleys level out as 
the season progresses.

“I think we have to keep 
doing what we’re doing,” 
Faucher said. “Keep 
shooting the ball. Keep 
playing hard defense. It’s 
a growing season. We’re 
going to take it game by 
game. It hurts not getting 
this one. We’ll see who 
we can get next.”

Charlie Lentz may be 
reached at (860) 928-1818, 
ext. 110, or by e-mail at 
charlie@villagernewspa-
pers.com.
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Tourtellotte’s Becky Torres gets off a shot over Montville’s Brooke LaVallie Monday at Canty 
Gymnasium.

Tourtellotte girls off to up and down start

Charlie Lentz photo

Tourtellotte’s Lauren Ramos runs the break against Montville Monday at Canty Gymnasium.

BY CHARLIE LENTZ
VILLAGER SPORTS EDITOR

PUTNAM — Putnam 
coach Shawn Deary 
doesn’t necessarily rel-
ish scheduling games 
against schools with four 
times the enrollment of 
Putnam High School but 
he knows good competi-
tion will only make the 
Clippers better and it was 
nice playing in front of a 
packed house when they 
played host to Woodstock 
Academy.

“It’s hard being a small 
school going against a 
large school no matter 
what. We always love a 
crowd,” said Deary, in his 
eighth season coaching 
Putnam. “The hard part 
is that it’s 1,200 (enroll-
ment for Woodstock 
Academy) versus 300 
(enrollment at Putnam 
High School). Woodstock 
has a huge number to 
pull from.”

Putnam lost to 
Woodstock Academy 

53-36 at Putnam High 
on Jan. 4. The Clippers 
kept it close until mid-
way through the second 
quarter when a 17-2 run 
helped put Woodstock up 
33-13 at halftime. Senior 
center Lucas Basilio led 
Putnam with 18 points. 
It was the first time in 
Deary’s coaching tenure 
at Putnam that the team 
has scheduled Woodstock 
Academy in the regular 
season.

“It was a year that we 
thought we could throw 
a game in against them,” 
Deary said. “Somehow 
we got two games so 
we’re going to see them 
again. Maybe we’ll play 
them one game (in the 
future) depending on 
my strength and what’s 
coming back and how 
they’re looking. I’ll defi-
nitely look to pick them 
up — on their down sea-
sons and my up seasons I 
think it would be a great 
challenge.”

The challenging home-
and-away series against 
the Centaurs is scheduled 
to continue on Thursday, 
Feb. 9, at Woodstock 
Academy’s Alumni 
Fieldhouse. Putnam High 
plays in the Constitution 
State Conference against 
schools that have rela-
tively the same enroll-
ment but the Woodstock 
game will likely better 
prepare the Clippers for 
their league schedule 
and the Class S State 
Tournament.

“I think it’s a good chal-
lenge for us this year. I 
think it works,” Deary 
said. “I think, looking at 
my schedule, we’re going 
to be a 13-, 14-win team 
this year. So getting some 
difficulty in there is good 
for us because you coach 
through a season and you 
get to States and you play 
somebody that’s as good 
as a Woodstock — you’ve 
got to be ready for that.”

Putnam High School 

Athletic Director Adam 
Mielniczik liked the full 
house at Putnam High’s 
gymnasium that watched 
the Woodstock game and 
said cross-town rival-
ries are positive for high 
school sports.

“I think playing local 
teams is extremely 
important, you can see 
it just in the crowds. 
When we have foot-
ball games with local 
teams, when we have 
basketball games with 
local teams, it’s always 
packed,” Mielniczik said. 
“I think it’s great to play 
Woodstock. It’s a step up 
in competition but it’s a 
good step up for us.”

Coach Deary said 
tough non-conference 

games will better pre-
pare the Clippers for 
their Constitution State 
Conference opponents. 
Putnam lost to Class M 
Killingly High 51-49 in 
overtime in the final of 
the Clipper Classic on 
Dec. 27.

“I like playing 
Killingly, that’s a tough 
opponent that we like to 
pick up,” Deary said. “We 
definitely like to be chal-
lenged.”

The challenge came 
against Woodstock 
Academy in the sec-
ond quarter when the 
Centaurs outscored the 
Clippers 21-5 to seize con-
trol.

“Unfortunately we had 
a meltdown in the sec-

ond quarter which hurt 
us. Nobody ever likes to 
see that, especially with 
a packed house,” Deary 
said. “At this rate, hope-
fully we learned a lot 
and we can build off of 
that. But I love to see full 
stands — always.”

Putnam High is next 
scheduled to play host 
to Grasso Tech in a CSC 
league game on Friday, 
Jan. 13, with tipoff sched-
uled for 7 p.m. 

Charlie Lentz may be 
reached at (860) 928-1818, 
ext. 110, or by e-mail at 
charlie@villagernewspa-
pers.com.
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Putnam High’s Lucas Basilio gets off a shot in traffic against Woodstock Academy on Jan. 
4 at Putnam High.

Putnam boys fill gym with local rivalry

Charlie Lentz photo

Putnam’s Zack Cutler drives past Woodstock’s Aaron Johnson at Putnam High on Jan. 4.
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PUTNAM — Round 
trip traveling time for 
Woodstock Academy’s 
road games can mean 
hours on the bus with 
sparse support from 
Centaur fans. But 
Woodstock ventured 
just four miles down the 
road with a big cheer-
ing section in tow when 
it traveled to Putnam 
High on Jan. 4 for a rare 
road game against the 
Clippers. Woodstock 
came away with a 53-36 
non-conference win in 
front of a full house at 
Putnam High’s gymnasi-
um.

Woodstock Academy 
coach Aaron Patterson 
also serves as the Class 
L school’s athletic direc-
tor and he gave credit 
to Class S Putnam for 
scheduling the home-and-
away series this season. 
It was the first time the 
two schools played in the 
regular season in at least 
a decade.

“I was very pleased 

that they agreed to play 
us this year. It’s good for 
high school sports when 
you can play cross-town 
rivals,” Patterson said. “I 
love doing that and hope-
fully we can continue.”

The players know each 
other well. In the summer 
Tri-Town’s American 
Legion baseball team fea-
tures players from both 
Woodstock Academy and 
Putnam High. Patterson 
hoped the friendly rival-
ry on the basketball court 
would be placed on the 
Centaurs schedule in the 
future.

“We’d like to see it con-
tinue. When the games 
make sense we like to 
play teams close to us,” 
Patterson said.

Woodstock belongs to 
the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference and among 
its road trips this season 
are trips to Norwich, East 
Lyme, and Waterford. 
The 10-minute ride to 
Putnam was a welcome 
change.

“Any time we can play 
someone that’s nearby, 
from a travel perspective, 
from a fan’s perspective, 
it’s good to do,” Patterson 
said. “So we really want 
to play close teams when 
it makes sense and 
they agree. I felt like I 
was back coaching in 
Massachusetts when we 
had a 15-minute bus ride, 
today was like 10 min-
utes versus the hour-plus 
in the ECC. Getting on 
the bus for an hour and 
traveling, it wears you 
down. It wears the play-
ers down. It wears the 
coaches down. (The ECC) 
is a brutal league to play 
in because of the travel 
element. So it’s nice to 
be able to play somebody 
that’s local and that’s a 
good opponent.”

Senior guard Nick 

Short led Woodstock with 
16 points and sophomore 
forward Chase Anderson 
added 14 points against 
Putnam. The Centaurs 
put the game away with 
a second-quarter surge 
fueled by Anderson. With 
Woodstock leading 12-11 
with 5:35 left in the sec-
ond quarter, Anderson 
sank a 10-footer to kick off 
a 17-2 run over the next 
four minutes. Anderson 
scored 10 points during 
the surge including a 
pair of three-pointers. 
Sophomore forward Cole 

Hackett capped the run 
with a 10-footer to push 
Woodstock’s lead to 29-13 
with 1:41 left in the first 
half.

“What happened is we 
got a couple easy ones 
and then we get some con-
fidence and then things 
open up,” Patterson 
said. “As soon as Chase 
(Anderson) hit a couple 
threes, a couple twos — 
that was the difference.”

The Centaurs suffered 
a crucial loss on Jan. 3 
when senior forward 
Sam Majek injured his 

left ankle in a game at 
Norwich Free Academy. 
Patterson expects Majek 
to miss at least three 
weeks.

“X-ray came out with 
a chip on the bone,” 
Patterson said. “I don’t 
think it will require sur-
gery but he had to go to 
a specialist. Who knows 
with an ankle injury, 
sometimes they’re three-
four weeks, sometimes 
they’re season-ending. 
Of course we want Sam 
on the court. Our men-
tality is ‘Next man up.’ 

I thought we did that 
tonight. At the end of the 
day it’s a team. When one 
guy goes down another 
guy has to step up.”

Woodstock is next 
scheduled to play host 
to Fitch on Friday, Jan. 
13, with tipoff scheduled 
for 7 p.m. at Alumni 
Fieldhouse.

Charlie Lentz may be 
reached at (860) 928-1818, 
ext. 110, or by e-mail at 
charlie@villagernewspa-
pers.com.

Woodstock makes short work of Putnam High
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Woodstock’s Chase Anderson tries to get past Putnam’s Connor Holloman on Jan. 4 at Putnam High.

Charlie Lentz photo

Woodstock’s Sam Majek 
watched the Putnam game 
from the bench with an 
injured ankle.

ELLIS TECH WRESTLING

SOUTH WINDSOR — Cole 
Blair notched his 100th career 
victory and Ellis Tech’s wres-
tling team went 3-0 at the South 
Windsor Duals on Jan. 7 — 
defeating Manchester, South 
Windsor, and Conard.

The Golden Eagles defeat-
ed Manchester 60-20. At 126 
poinds Anthony Devanney 
(ET) FFT. At 132 Baltazar 
Gonzalez (ET) pin Shemar 
Schand (M) 2:25; 138 Cole Blair 
(ET) pin Trevon Nieves (M) 
1:59; 145 Jason Gonzalez (M) 
dec Camron Louis (ET)  3-1; 152 
Arfan Ali (M)  tech fall James 
Roberts (ET)  5:37; 160 Jared 
Rufo (ET) pin Trent Hasemann 
(M)  0:49; 170 Josh Atkins 
(M)   pin Adam Vear  (ET) 2:19; 
182 Jacob Rondeau (ET)  FFT; 
195 Josh Wojick (ET)  pin 
Nathan Kegan(M)  0:52; 220 
Gavin Thuotte (ET)  pin Joe 
Amitan  (M) 3:19; 285 Collin 
DelSanto (ET)  pin Nick 
Haviland (M) 2:35; 106 Tyler 
Brown (ET)  FFT; 113 Gavin 
Rickaby (ET)  pin Elliott 
Hall (M) 1:59; 120 Sean Johnson 
(ET) pin Justin Ortiz(M)  0:17.

Ellis Tech defeated South 
Windsor 51-18. At 132 Baltzar 
Gonzalez (ET)    pin Jake Hill 
(SW) 3:14; 138 Cole Blair (ET) pin 
Kiernan Caffrey (SW)  1:09; 
145 Hunter  Nodden (SW)  dec 

Camron Louis(ET)    7-3; 152 
James Roberts (ET)    FFT; 
160 Jared Rufo (ET)    dec 
Cooper Nodden (SW)  4-2; 170 
John Hayes (SW)    pin Adam 
Vear (ET)  pin 1:38; 182 Josh 
Wojick  (ET) pin Steven 
Ferrabelo (SW)  5:12; 195 Mike 
Kostantakis  (SW) pin Jacob 
Rondeau (ET)  :28; 220 Gavin 
Thuotte (ET)  FFT; 285 Collin 
DelSanto    (ET)FFT; 106 Tyler 
Brown (ET) FFT

113 Gavin Rickaby (ET)  dec 
Mitchell Pardi (SW)  5-2; 120 
Devon Schoenberger (SW)  dec 
Sean Johnson (ET)    10-8; 126 
Anthony Devanney (ET)  dec 
Dan Sullivan (SW) 7-5.

Ellis Tech defeated Conard 
56-23. At 138 pounds Blair 
(ET)  tech fall Adrian Ardon 
(C)  16-1; 145 James Cheverier 
(C)  pin Louis (ET) 5:07; 
152 Antonio Masse (C)  pin 
Roberts (ET) 1:44; 160 Rufo 
(ET) pin Eric Rodonis (C) 5:48; 
170 Dan DaCunha (C)  pin 
Einhorn (ET)  2:22; 182 Wojick 
(ET)  FFT; 195 Jacob Rondeau 
(ET) FFT; 220 Thuotte (ET) dec 
Dylan Forstberg (C)  6-4; 285 
Jacob Ryor (C)  pin DelSanto 
(ET) 2:43. 106 Brown (ET)  FFT; 
113 Rickaby (ET)  pin Collen 
McCarthy (C) 1:27; 120 Johnson 
(ET)  pin Griffen Reid (C) 1:35; 
126 Devanney (ET) pin Charlie 
Hosek (C)  1:58; 132 Gonzalez 

(ET) FFT.
Ellis Tech versus Tolland 

(No team score); 132 Gonzalez 
(ET) dec Ryan Angers (T) 8-3

152 Michael Angers (T)  pin 
Einhorn (ET) 0;58

WOODSTOCK 43, 
MONTVILLE 22

MONTVILLE — Jamie 
Woods scored 12 points and Ari 
Koivisto added 10 points to lift 
the Centaurs over Montville 
in girls basketball on Jan. 6. 
Woodstock led 12-11 at halftime 
and outscored the Indians 17-6 
in the third quarter to take 
control.

Emily Meigs and Brianna 
Leone each scored eight points 
for Montville (2-6). The win 
raised Woodstock’s record 
to 5-3. The Centaurs are next 
scheduled to play at Fitch on 
Friday, Jan. 13.

WINDHAM 75, 
TOURTELOTTE 43

WILLIMANTIC — Desiree 
Rivera scored 21 points to lead 
the Whippets past theTigers 
in girls basketball on Jan. 5. 
Windham jumped to a 29-15 
first-quarter lead.

For Tourtellotte: Katey 
Kwasniewski scored 14 points 
and grabbed five rebounds 
Emily Vincent had 12 points 

and seven rebounds. Lauren 
Ramos scored eight points 
with 11 rebound. The win lift-
ed Windham’s record to 4-5. 
Tourtellotte’s record fell to 
3-5. The Tigers are next sched-
uled to play host to Lyman 
Memorial on Friday, Jan. 13, 
with tipoff scheduled for 7 p.m. 
at Canty Gymnasium.

WOODSTOCK 44, 
MONTVILLE 37

WOODSTOCK — Chase 
Anderson scored a game-high 
13 points to help Woodstock 
Academy defeat Montville in 
boys basketball on Jan. 6 at 
Alumni Fieldhouse. Nick Short 
and Jared Bouten each added 
nine points for the Centaurs.

Anderson and Short com-
bined for 14 points to help 
Woodstock build a 21-13 half-
time lead. Woodstock’s Aaron 
Johnson hit a three-pointer to 
pace an 8-0 run to close out 
the first half. The Centaurs 
hit 11-of-15 free throws in the 
fourth quarter to seal the vic-
tory Cameron Collins led 
Montville (1-6) with 10 points. 
The win lifted Woodstock’s 
record to 3-4.

PUTNAM 54, NORWICH 
TECH 39

PUTNAM — Sebastian 

Ramos scored 17 points to lead 
the Clippers past Norwich 
Tech in boy basketball on 
Jan. 6. Lucas Basilio scored 
14 points and Austin Harmon 
added 10 points for Putnam. 
Nate Perdomo scored 16 points 
for Norwich Tech (0-5). The win 
lifted Putnam’s record to 4-2. 
Putnam High is next scheduled 
to play host to Grasso Tech at 7 
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 13.

WOODSTOCK 7, TRI-
TOWN 2

ENFIELD — Will Liscomb 
and Ryan Black each scored 
two goals to help Woodstock 
Academy defeat conference 
rival Tri-Town 7-2 in hock-
ey on Jan. 4. The win lifted 
Woodstock’s record to 5-0. 
Nathan DeLuca, Gunner 
Moore, and Avery Rivera 
each scored one goal for the 
Centaurs. DeLuca notched two 
assists and Austen LeDonne 
had one assist for Woodstock. 
Woodstock outshot Tri-Town 
32-28. Goaltender Cal Wilcox 
made 26 saves for Woodstock.

Sam Greenberg and Adrian 
Gaines each scored one goal for 
Tri-Town (1-3-1). Woodstock is 
next scheduled to play host to 
the Eastern Connecticut Eagles 
on Saturday, Jan. 14, with the 
puck set to drop at 8:30 p.m. at 
Pomfret School’s Jahn Rink.

ELLIS TECH 71, 
PORTLAND 12

PORTLAND — The Golden 
Eagles defeated Portland 
in wrestling on Jan. 4. At 
106 pounds: Gavin Rickaby 
(ET)  pin Nic Kelly (P)  1:08; 
113 Robert Gatzke (ET)  FFT; 
120 Sean Johnson (ET)  tech 
fall Richard Lawton (P)  4:25; 
126 Anthony Devanney (ET) 
pin Stephen Eiss (P) 0:52; 132 
Javier Mercado (P) pin Logan 
Gustafson (ET) 1:13; 138 Cole 
Blair (ET) FFT; 145 Camron 
Louis (ET) FFT; 152 James 
Roberts (ET) FFT; 160 Jared 
Rufo (ET) pin Anthony Aresco 
(P) 1:14; 171 Adam Vear (ET) 
FFT; 182 Austin Rambrose 
(P)  pin Jacob Rondeau 
(ET) 1:02; 195 Josh Wojick (ET) 
FFT; 220 Gavin Thuotte (ET) 
FFT; 285 Hayden Minski (ET) 
FFT

Ellis Tech vs. East Hampton 
(no team score kept): Anthony 
Devanney (ET) pin Gabriel 
Knittle (EH) 4:29; Peyton 
DeBowsky (EH) pin Chris 
Whitfield (ET) 0:46

Charlie Lentz photo

Woodstock Academy’s Will Liscomb scored two goals in a 7-2 win over Tri-Town on Jan. 4.

Ellis Tech’s Blair notches 100th career wrestling win
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Villager Homescape

Lisa Kelly  860-450-6360
jpkelly03@snet.net

P.O. Box 83 
 447 Riverside Dr. • Thompson CT

Ph: (860)923-3377   F: (860)923-5740
www.johnstonrealestate.net

CT & MA Licensed

You won’t believe all that this 2,825 square foot split level 
home on .99 of an acre has to offer. The kitchen is unique with 
its custom cabinetry and wood inlaid tiled floor. The sliders 

lead out to the cozy patio area and private backyard; wood flooring is 
throughout most of this home. The lower level is meant for gatherings 
with the fireplace and sliders leading out to the sunroom ready to go 
with its hot-tub. With the 4 bedrooms and 3 1/2 bathrooms you will 
never be short on space. Attached 2 car garage, central vacuum and 
an additional 240 square feet of unfinished space in the walk-up attic 
are added bonuses. Call for your private showing today!

900 Quaddick Town Farm Road
Thompson, CT

$279,000

Buying or Selling  
a Home?

contact:
Delphine Newell

Your Hometown Realtor® 

860-933-6955
For a FREE Comparative 

Market Analysis!
Find out what your home is 
worth and let me help you 
find your DREAM HOME!

Email: 
DelphineNewell@bhhsne.com

45 Rt.171 
S. Woodstock, CT 06267

SOUTHINGTON — Killingly Youth 
Wrestling competed in its first meet 
of the new season. The team has been 
working hard and KYW brought home 
10 gold medals from a   tournament in 
Southington on Jan 8. Among those 
wrestlers winning gold were: Mighty 
Mights A-ris Kuljancik and Cayden 
Steele; Intermediates Bradey Jonasch, 
Ammar Kuljancik and Brady Zadora; 
Novices Ian Cathell, Hayden Ferland 
and Kaden Ware; and Middle Schoolers 
Caleb Ferland and Cooper Morissette.

The Killingly Youth Wrestling 
Redmen have a packed schedule of tour-
naments over the course of the next cou-
ple months but it is its home tournament 
the team is most anticipating.

“Our home tournament gives us an 
opportunity to host hundreds of wres-
tlers from multiple states,” said Cale 
Ferland, Killingly Youth Wrestling 
President. “We encourage all of our 
wrestlers to participate at the tourna-
ment, and are always impressed with 
the number of spectators that come to 
watch our kids wrestle. It’s really fan-
tastic.”

The team is expecting to host more 
than 500 wrestlers at the Jan. 29 tour-
nament scheduled at Killingly High 
School. In addition to the Killingly 
Youth Wrestling Board of Directors, 
nearly every parent involved with the 
youth team and most of the Killingly 
High School wrestling team volunteer 
their time to see to the success of the 
tournament. The tournament is sched-
uled to begin at 9 a.m. and will end at 
approximately 5 p.m. The public is invit-
ed to attend.

Killingly youth wrestling excels at tourney

Jennifer O’Leary Cathell photo

Cooper Morissette wrestles A.J. Deicicchi of Milford Wrestling.

Jennifer O’Leary Cathell photo

Jaiden James wrestles an opponent from Hurricane Youth Wrestling.

Jennifer O’Leary Cathell photo

Killingly’s Kaden Ware wrestles his way to a 
first place finish
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WEBSTER, Mass. 
— Stasia B. (Jolda) 
Kawiaka, 92, died 
Saturday, Dec. 31, at 
home.

Her husband of 46 
years, Theodore F. 
“Ted” Kawiaka, died 
in 2011.

She leaves a 
daughter, Susan M. 

& her husband Michael R. Levesque 
of Putnam, Conn.; three grandchil-
dren, Briana Patriarca, Richard 
Patriarca and Michael Levesque; a 
great-grandson, Pierce Patriarca; a 
sister, Genevieve Kowalski of North 
Fort Myers, Fla.; nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by three 
brothers, William Jolda, Edward Jolda 
and Louis Jolda and by her sister, 
Michaeline Bonczek.

She was born in Webster, a daughter 
of Adam J. and Mary R. (Baron) Jolda. 
She was a graduate of Bartlett High 

School, class of 1942.
Mrs. Kawiaka worked at Bates Shoe 

retiring to devote her time to raising 
her daughter.

She was a communicant of Saint 
Joseph Basilica. She enjoyed crochet-
ing and dining out. She treasured the 
time she spent with her grandchildren 
and great grandson to them she was so 
much more than a grandmother.

The funeral was held Thursday, 
Jan. 5, from the Sitkowski & Malboeuf 
Funeral Home, 340 School St., Webster, 
with a Mass in Saint Joseph Basilica, 
53 Whitcomb Street. Burial was in 
St. Joseph Garden of Peace, Webster. 
A calling period was held Thursday 
morning before the funeral in the 
funeral home.

The family requests donation in her 
name be made to Saint Joseph Basilica 
or to Saint Joseph School, both 53 
Whitcomb Street, Webster, MA 01570.

Visit www.sitkowski-malboeuf.com.

Stasia B. Kawiaka, 92

DANIELSON - Marie A. Bessette, 87, 
of Westfield Village 
in Danielson, passed 
away on the morn-
ing of December 
14, at William W. 
Backus Hospital in 
Norwich. 

She was born on 
February 28, 1929 in 
Killingly.  She was 
the beloved wife of 

the late Donat L. Bessette, Sr.; they 
were married on July 1, 1950. 

Mrs. Bessette was employed at 
SuperwInch in Putnam until her 
early retirement. She loved watching 
UConn Women’s Basketball and the 
Boston Red Sox. She also enjoyed mak-
ing numerous flower basket arrange-
ments and puzzles. Christmas was one 
of her favorite holidays. She had a 
strong faith in praying and the Lord.

She was happily married for 60 years 
and was a loving and devoted mother 
and grandmother. She was a kind and 

caring person to everyone. She also 
had a great sense of humor and kept 
her family laughing and smiling. 

Mrs. Bessette was predeceased 
by her husband, Donat L. Bessette, 
Sr, as well as a son, Donat Bessette, 
Jr. She is survived by two children; 
daughter Patricia Berthiaume and her 
husband Steve of Griswold; and son 
David Bessette and his wife Maria of 
Brooklyn. She also leaves behind three 
grandchildren, Greggory Schmitt of 
Waterford; Heather Howard and 
her husband Lee of Danielson; and 
Amanda Bessette of Brooklyn.

She will be sadly missed by all who 
loved and knew her. A Memorial 
Mass of Christian Burial will be held 
on Wednesday, January 18, at 10:30 
A.M. in St. James Church, Danielson. 
Burial will be at the convenience of 
the family. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in her memory to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, P.O. 
Box 1893, Memphis, TN 38101-9950. 
Tillinghastfh.com

Marie A. Bessette, 87

KILLINGLY -- 
Emma “Beazle” 
Blanche Adams 
earned her angel 
wings on December 
30 in the comfort 
of her parents lov-
ing arms. Her fight 
was fierce and she 
fought with integ-

rity until her last breath. Emma is 
survived by her parents Johnathan 
and Jennifer Adams and brother 
Evan, maternal grandfather Willie 
Detonnancourt and paternal grand-
mother Laura Welch. Her great grand-
mother Beatrice Poisson, Nana; Linda 
Shippee Detonnancourt, Grammy; 
Patricia Adams, aunts; Jullee Adams 
and Sara De Veau, cousins; Selena and 
Lita Adams, Caleb, Ethan and Mason 
De Veau, Tyson and Cullen Rasco, 
Olivia, Jakelle, Elloian and Ovsanna 
Picard. Emma was preceded by her 
maternal great grandmother Blanche 
Detonnancout and her grandmother 
“Bama” Jeannine Detonnancourt 
and also paternal grandfather Wayne 
Adams. Emma loved school and was a 
member of the National Junior Honor 
Society at Killingly Intermediate 
School. She loved art and spending 
her time with teachers Eileen Maillhot 
and Jennifer Jackson. She played rec-

reation softball and field hockey and 
also loved gymnastics. Emma earned 
her silver award as a girl scout and par-
ticipated in many community services 
in Killingly. The love for her family 
was endless and she especially enjoyed 
playing UNO with her grandfather. 
Cancer did not define Emma, she went 
on a Disney Cruise and visited Disney 
world, swam with the dolphins, camped 
throughout the summer and spent a 
week at The Hole in the Wall Gang 
camp. She participated in last years 
Red Sox training camp in Florida and 
met the team. Emma’s spirit shined 
bright with all her accomplishments 
and will to never give up. The fami-
ly would like to thank Dana Farber 
Cancer Center in Boston and the neuro 
oncology team from the Jimmy Fund 
Clinic, the Killingly community and 
school staff, especially Mona Gardner, 
Meghan Gluck and Heather Taylor of 
Killingly Intermediate School, Beads 
for Beazle, Michelle Picard and her 
Auntie Catie. A celebration of life 
for Emma will be held at Killingly 
Intermediate School on January 28 at 
11am with a reception following. In 
lieu of flowers please donate to Emma 
B. Adams scholarship Fund Putnam 
Bank, 125 Wauregan Rd. Danielson, Ct. 
06239 

Emma “Beazle” Blanche Adams

DAYVILLE — 
Frederick Paul 
Deveau passed 
away on Nov. 26, in 
Hartford Hospital, 
after a brief illness 
with his family by 
his side.

He leaves his wife 
of 54 years, Stephanie 

(Ciappenelli) Deveau, two children a 
daughter Michelle, wife of Kenneth 
LaPlume of Milford, N.H., son Paul 
Deveau of Dayville, Conn., and his 
companion Christine Doherty of 
Tewksbury, four grandchildren, 
Matthew Deveau, of Keene, N.H., and 
his companion Missy Morgan, Delia 
Kemp and spouse of Webster, Jordan 
Cournoyer, of Imlay City, Mich., and 
her companion Ryan Wood, Dakota 
Cournoyer of Orlando, Fla., two sis-
ters, Barbra Guyette of Southbridge, 
and her husband, Fred Guyette, and 
LuAnne McElroy and her husband 
Mac McElroy, three brothers, Niles 
Deveau, of Woodstock, Conn., and wife 
Bonnie Deveau. James Kaczmarek of 
Woodstock, Conn., and his companion 
Renee Aanctil.

A brother, Raymond Kaczmarek, 

predeceased him 
in 1997. He also 
leaves several niec-
es and nephews. 
He leaves longtime 
friends Jerry Canty 
and Paul (Lefty) 
Lonnergan, of 
Webster, and also 
his beloved cat Miss 
Kitty.

Fred was born in Southbridge in 
1940 to the late Vivian Knowles Deveau 
Kaczmarek and Frederick Deveau, of 
Southbridge.

Fred served honorably in the United 
States Air Force and also served in 
the Korean Conflict. He flew Cessna 
aircraft, he was a certified CNA of 
Massachusetts, he worked for 
American Optical until its closing and 
at Frito lay in Dayville as a cook until 
his retirement in 2004. He was an avid 
sports fan and had a passion for the 
New England Patriots and Red Sox. 
He also enjoyed day trips to the Rhode 
Island coast and Mohegan Sun casino.

A celebration of his life will be at the 
convenience of the family.

Donations in his name can be made to 
the Disabled Veterans of Connecticut.

Frederick P. Deveau Jr., 76

B E L L E V I E W , 
FLORIDA -- 
Charlotte L. Ayers, 
88, of Belleview, 
Florida formerly 
of Pomfret, went 
to be with the Lord 
early on Christmas 
morning.  She was 
born on February 2, 

1928 to John and Louise (Davidson) 
Loomis.  Charlotte was the wife of 
Charles E. Ayers, who predeceased 
her in 1958.  She was the beloved moth-
er of Michael, Donald “Skip” and wife 
Tong, Karen, Gary and wife Barbara, 
and Charles “Chuck” and wife Kathy.  
She is also survived by 10 grandchil-
dren, 5 great grandchildren, many 
nephews and nieces, and her brother 
Floyd “Nick” Loomis.  She was prede-
ceased by her twin sister Shirley and 
her granddaughter Laurie.  She was a 
dear friend to many of her neighbors 
at Tropicana Village in Belleview.  
Charlotte was a faithful follower of the 
Lord Jesus and was involved in many 

ministries throughout her life, includ-
ing Sunday School Superintendent of 
the Abington Congregational Church 
during the 1960’s.  She was always 
very active and enjoyed her golf, bowl-
ing, and whatever card game or board 
game happened to be waiting for her 
participation.  She also enjoyed her 
New England summers highlight-
ed by the annual Bretwood golf out-
ing in Keene, New Hampshire and 
the cottage on Benton Pond in Otis, 
Massachusetts.  Charlotte worked at 
Day Kimball Hospital until her retire-
ment and prior to that was the Tax 
Collector for the town of Pomfret.  The 
family would like to extend a heartfelt 
thanks to Seniors Helping Seniors of 
Marion County Florida and Hospice 
of Marion County.  Donations may 
be made to Hospice of Marion County 
3231 SW 34th Ave. Ocala, FL. 34474 352-
873-7400 www.hospiceofmarion.com.

A graveside service will be held at 
the Abington cemetery in the spring.  
The family will give advanced notice 
when the arrangements are finalized. 

Charlotte L. Ayers, 88

WOODSTOCK -- 
John C. Woehrman, 
82, of Woodstock, 
husband of the late 
Carole P. (Berntson) 
Woehrman passed 
away surround-
ed by his family on 
January 5. He was 
born in Haverstraw, 

New York, son of the late Conrad 
and Florence (Williams) Woehrman. 
John retired from the New York 
State Police in 1977. He was the Tax 
Assessor of Woodstock, a security 
captain for Pinkerton Security and 
he finished his career as a special 

agent for the Department of Defense. 
He leaves behind his three children: 
Kurt Woehrman, of Putnam; Leigh 
Cashmore and her husband Alan of 
Cheshire; and Scott Woehrman and 
his wife Patricia of Woodstock, two 
grandchildren: Amanda and Kevin 
Cashmore of Cheshire. He also leaves a 
sister, Barbara Davis of Woodstock, his 
girlfriend, Marcy Groth of Sturbridge, 
and several beloved nieces and neph-
ews. Calling hours were on January 9 
at Smith and Walker Funeral Home. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to a charity of one’s choice. Share a 
memory at www.smithandwalkerfh.
com

John C. Woehrman, 82

PUTNAM – Alfred 
E. Tellier, 86, of 
Church St., passed 
away January 4, 
in Day Kimball 
Hospital.   He was 
the loving husband 
of Mathilda Yvonne 
(Couture) Tellier for 
50 years.   Born in 

Willimantic, he was the son of the late 
Conrad and Sophia (Beaulieu) Tellier.

Mr. Tellier was a Radioman, trained 
at Fort Monmouth, New Jersey with 
the United States Army serving during 
the Korean War until his discharge in 
1953 where he then entered the Army 
Reserves until 1958.  He was a supervi-
sor for Belding Corticelli in the Nymo 
Department for twenty-five years. 
He also worked for Anglo Fabric in 
Webster, and The Hyde School. He 
was a member of the VFW in Putnam 
and the American Legion in North 
Grosvenordale and enjoyed playing 
pool, reading and playing cards. Alfred 

had a sense of humor 
until the end. 

In addition to his 
wife Mathilda, Alfred 
is survived by his 
sons, Alfred Tellier of 
Clover, SC, Leonard 
Tellier of Thompson, 
and Bruce Tellier 
of Thompson; his 
daughters, Debralee Gardner of North 
Grosvenordale, and Suzanne Lindley 
of Thompson; seven grandchildren; 
and one great grandson.

Relatives and friends were invited to 
visit with Alfred’s family on January 
9, in the Gilman Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Putnam.   Burial with 
Military Honors will take place in 
Saint Mary Cemetery, 230 Providence 
St., Putnam, CT 06260.   Memorial 
donations may be made to Hospice 
of N.E.C.T. P.O. Box 632, Putnam, CT 
06260.   For memorial guestbook visit 
www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Alfred E. Tellier, 86
PUTNAM -- Mary 

Y. Plante, 88, of 
218 Woodstock 
Ave, Putnam, died 
December 30, at the 
Matulaitis Nursing 
Home. She was 
the wife of the late 
Ernest J. Plante. 
born August 15, 

1928 in Moosup, daughter of the late 
Joseph and Bertha Lariviere. She had 
been employed for 29 years at Hale 
Manufacturing as a winder. Mary was 
a volunteer at Day Kimball Hospital for 
many years. She was a communicant 
of St. Mary Church of the Visitation.  
She enjoyed playing Bingo at the VFW, 
trips to the casino, and eating out with 
her friends and family. 

She leaves her daughter Linda 
Bellerive of Putnam, her siblings 
Theresa Tetero of Wauregan, Eugene 

Lariviere of Putnam, her good friend 
Marie Domler of Putnam, her grand-
children Edward Bellerive, Heidi 
Champany, Kristina Bellerive, 
Greg Plante, Jessie Plante, Jeffrey, 
Christopher and Patrick Plante, ten 
great grandchildren and one great 
great granddaughter, several nieces 
and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her two sons, Ernest Plante and 
Richard Plante, her siblings Rita 
Penzanko, Alice Deloge, Noella 
Bennett, Cecilia Clark, Lucille Sirrine, 
Maggie Lariviere, Rosie Sirrine, Agnes 
Deloge.

A calling hour was on January 6 
at the Smith and Walker Funeral 
Home, which was followed by an 11:00 
AM Mass of Christian Burial at St. 
Mary Church of the Visitation, 218 
Providence St., Putnam. Burial in St 
Mary Cemetery. www.smtihandwalk-
erfh.com.

Mary Y. Plante, 88 

D O Y L E , 
CALIFORNIA – 
Jeanne M. Dexter, 
71, died in Doyle, 
California on 
November 24, in the 
wide open land of 
sand and sagebrush 
she loved.  Born in 
Providence, Rhode 

Island on December 20, 1944, she was 
the daughter of Claire C. Fortin-Dexter 
and Stephen A. Dexter Jr., who both 
pre-deceased her.

She loved the west and lived in Los 
Angeles and then to Reno, Nevada and 
into wester California.  She worked 
many years as a bookkeeper at Junior 
Steel Co. in Los Angeles, and at a casi-
no-hotel in the Peppermill in Reno, 
and for the State of Nevada.

She was pre-deceased by sister Linda 
Egan and brother Donald also his wife 
Sandra Gagne and another sister-in-
law Sandra Albro Dexter, and step-sis-
ter Michele Dexter.

She is survived by her sister 
Lucille and husband Barrett Benson 
of New Hampshire, brother Raymond 
Dexter and family of Arizona, brother 
James and wife Kathy and family of 
Danielson, step-sister Marie Merrill 
of Rhode Island, aunts and uncles and 
many nieces and nephews.

She had a hearty laugh, she loved 
scrabble and poker.  She will be sorely 
missed by family and friends in the 
East and close friends in the west.  
Please make memorial donations in 
her name to the Humane Society or 
ASPCA.

Jeanne M. Dexter, 71

B R O O K L Y N 
-- Joshua Daniel 
Parenteau 29, passed 
away unexpected-
ly on December 
27. He was born 
in Barnstable, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 
Joshua grew up in 
Brooklyn, and grad-

uated from Woodstock Academy. 
Joshua will be remembered for his 
caring soul, helpful, happy, loving 
heart, the all-around great attitude and 
unwavering spirit. He is survived by 

his son Oliver, Mother Christine Paul 
step-father Robert Paul Jr., and three 
sisters and three step-siblings Sarah, 
Danielle, Skyla, Josh, Chelsea and 
Little Danielle. Leaving behind lots of 
loving aunts, uncles, grandmothers, 
cousins, nieces and a nephew. Joshua 
is deceased by his Father Daniel H. 
Parenteau and grandmother Helen 
P. Parenteau.   A mass and gathering 
will be held on Saturday January 14, 
at 11am at The First Congregational 
Church of Pomfret,  59 Bradley Road, 
Pomfret Center.

Joshua Daniel Parenteau 29



T H O M P S O N 
-- Ryan Michael 
French, 16, of 
Thompson, died 
Monday, January 
2 from injuries sus-
tained in a motor 
vehicle accident. 
Ryan was born June 
20, 2000 in Worcester 

Massachusetts, the son of Jeffrey C. 
French and Joslyn (Sheldon) French. 
Ryan was raised in Thompson, where 
he attended Mary R. Fisher Elementary 
and Thompson Middle Schools and 
was a member of the Junior National 
Honor Society. He was involved in 
Thompson youth sports, including 
Little League Baseball, Recreational 
Basketball, Middle School Cross 
Country, and Track & Field. Ryan was 
a Junior at Killingly High School where 
he was enrolled in the Agricultural 
Education Program, was a FFA mem-
ber, and was an Honors student. He 
was also a student representative to 
the Killingly Board of Education. He 
ran on the Track & Field team, was 
Captain of the Cross Country team 
and an ECC All Star. In addition to 
running, Ryan also had a passion for 
fishing. His two favorite places to fish 
were Cape Cod, where from a young 
age he could land stripers bigger than 
himself, and locally at Alexanders 
Lake, where he could be seen in his 
red fishing Kayak pulling in bass and 
pickerel in his compassionate catch 
& release fashion around the Weaver 
family cottage and Kelly’s Cove. He 
recently had an enjoyment of golf, and 
is most likely somewhere on the front 
9 getting an enjoyable reacquainted 
golf tutorial from his Grandpa French. 
Ryan worked part time for a local 
bait wholesaler, and previously volun-
teered at a local pet boarding kennel. 
He was a member of Christ Church in 
Pomfret where he was baptized and 
progressed to the Young Adults in 

Church (YAC) group. One of his most 
memorable and enjoyable events was 
a recent church pilgrimage he took 
with fellow Christ Church youth to 
San Francisco. There they volunteered 
at a local soup kitchen, renovated a 
local park, and Ryan was able to run 
across the Golden Gate Bridge. He con-
sidered Fr. David Carter a good friend 
and mentor, and cherished his church 
group and leaders. Ryan was a kind 
and friendly soul with an infectious 
grin who possessed a level of maturi-
ty far beyond his 16 years. He will be 
sadly missed by many, especially his 
parents and Grandpa and Grandma 
Sheldon. Ryan was predeceased by 
his paternal grandparents Charles 
French and Joyce (Weaver) French 
from Sterling. In addition to his par-
ents, he is survived by his maternal 
grandparents Edwin Sheldon and 
Alice (Joslin) Sheldon from Putnam, 
Uncles and Aunts Stephen and Elaine 
Sheldon of Bozrah, Michael and Jeri 
Sheldon of Saco, Maine; numerous 
Great Uncles & Great Aunts, Cousins, 
and many true friends from the quiet 
corner area, too many to list. Calling 
Hours were held at the Gagnon and 
Costello Funeral Home on January. 
A celebration of Ryan’s life will be 
held for all to attend at a later date 
to be announced. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the Ryan 
French Memorial Scholarship Fund, 
a scholarship fund set up by Ryan’s 
family to benefit Killingly High School 
Agricultural Education students mov-
ing on to higher education. Checks can 
be made out to “Ryan French Memorial 
Scholarship Fund” and mailed to: 
Savings Institute, 
596 Hartford Pike, 
Dayville, CT 06241, 
Attn: Emily Petrik. 
Share a memory at 
www.gagnonand-
costellofh.com

Ryan Michael French, 16

EASTFORD -- Sidney E. Swenson 
“Sid” 78, of Eastford died January 2, 
at his home in Eastford. He was the 
beloved husband of Lois (Gagnon) 
Swenson. He was born in Putnam on 
July 26, 1938, son of the late Paul and 
Agnes (Anderson) Swenson.

Sid was a life member of the Muddy 
Brook Fire Department. He was a 
member of Christ Church in Pomfret. 
He served in the United States Navy 
during police action in Beirut.

Besides his wife Lois he leaves his 
step-children Patricia Walker, Allen 
Walker, Jr. and his wife Carrie, 
Suzanne Cross, Mary Gallerani and 
her husband Paul, Melissa Cornell and 
her husband Chris and seven grand-
children. He was predeceased by his 

first wife Martha.
Services will 

be in the spring. 
In lieu of flowers 
donations may be 
made in his name 
to the Muddy Brook 
Fire Department, 
P. O. Box 222, East 
Woodstock, CT 06244. 
Share a memory at www.smithand-
walkerfh.com

Sidney E. Swenson, 78

PUTNAM – 
Braylen Thomas 
O’Brien, infant son of 
Justin P. O’Brien and 
Shayna A. (Gilman) 
Neeland of Daniel 
St., passed away on 
Saturday morning 
January 7, at Day 
Kimball Hospital.

Braylen is survived by his parents, 
a brother Aiden O’Brien of Taftville; 
a sister Payton Neeland of Putnam; 

Paternal grandparents Thomas and 
Janice O’Brien of Central Village; 
Maternal grandparents David 
and Susan Gilman of Putnam; and 
Maternal great grandparents Henry 
and Lorraine LaFountain of Webster.

Private funeral arrangements 
have been entrusted to the Gilman 
& Valade Funeral Homes and 
Crematory, 104 Church St., Putnam. 
For memorial guestbook visit www.
GilmanAndValade.com.

Braylen Thomas O’Brien, Infant
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WOODSTOCK – 
Ronald N. Syriac, 
86, of Brickyard Rd, 
died January 4, at 
home, surrounded 
by his family.   He 
was the loving hus-
band of Annelle 
(Tracy) Syriac.  Born 
in Southbridge, 

Massachusetts, he was the son of the 
late Nelson and Florina (Robidoux) 
Syriac. Ronald was a graduate of the 
Woodstock Academy with the class of 
1949 and was a veteran of the United 
States Army serving as a paratrooper 
during the Korean War; he received the 
Connecticut Wartime Service Medal 
on July 26, 2008 from Representative 
Mike Alberts.

On January 8, 1983 at the family 
homestead he was united in marriage 
to the former Annelle (Tracy) Roush.

Mr. Syriac worked as a farmer on 
his own property as well as a supervi-
sor at the Mansfield Training School.

He was a member of The American 
Legion Benson-Flugel Post 111 in 
Woodstock; a former Boy Scout Troop 
Leader at the Mansfield Training 
School; communicant at both the 
former Sacred Heart Church in 
Southbridge and the Church of the 
Good Shepard in West Woodstock.

He enjoyed horses, playing horse 
shoes, chess, canoeing, playing hock-

ey, shooting pool, col-
lecting guns, and was 
an avid motorcycle 
rider.

Ronald is sur-
vived by his wife of 
thirty-three years 
Annelle Syriac; four 
sons Scott Syriac and 
his wife Christine 
of Bethlehem, Arthur Syriac of 
Woodstock, Bryan Roush and his wife 
Jacqui of Ashford, and John Roush 
and his wife Susan of Brooklyn; two 
daughters Lori Dvorak of Amston and 
Sarah Syriac of N. Grosvenordale; 
seven grandchildren Lorna, Nicholas, 
Mikayla, Jared, Laura, Lydia, and 
Corey, and numerous nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by four 
brothers Arthur Syriac, George Syriac, 
Leonel Syriac, and Cyrille Syriac and a 
sister Elizabeth Gauthier. 

Relatives and friends are respectful-
ly invited to attend a Funeral Service 
on Saturday January 21, at 1:00PM in 
Congregational Church of Eastford, 
8 Church Rd., Eastford. Memorial 
donations in Ronald’s memory may 
be made to the Hospice of NECT, P.O. 
Box 632, Putnam, CT 06260. Funeral 
arrangements have been entrust-
ed to the Gilman Funeral Home and 
Crematory, 104 Church St., Putnam, 
CT. For memorial guestbook visit 
www.GilmanAndValade.com.

Ronald N. Syriac, 86
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BROOKLYN -- 
William J. Espinosa, 
Sr., 94, of Brooklyn 
died January 4, 
at Day Kimball 
Hospital. Beloved 
husband of Leona 
(Lemoine) Espinosa. 
He was born in 
Brooklyn, September 

16, 1922, son of Michael and Gulia 
(Milone) Espinosa. He lived in 
Brooklyn his entire life. He was a 
Building Contractor with his brother.  
William was a veteran of WWII, serv-
ing with the U.S. Navy. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and spending time 
with his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

He leaves his wife Leona, his chil-
dren, William Espinosa, Jr. and his 
wife Kathy of Putnam, his daugh-
ter Pam St. John and her husband 

Steve of Eastford, six 
grandchildren, 17 
great grandchildren 
and two great great 
grandchildren, sev-
eral nieces and neph-
ews. 

The funeral was on 
January 10 from the 
Gagnon and Costello 
Funeral Home, which was followed 
by a Mass of Christian Burial at St. 
James Church, 12 Franklin Street, 
Danielson. Calling Hours were on 
January 9, at the Funeral Home. 
Burial with Military Honors in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Danielson. Donations 
in his memory may be made to the Day 
Kimball Hospital Cardiopulmonary 
Rehab Fund, PO Box 632, Putnam, CT 
06260. Share a memory at www.gag-
nonandcostellofh.com

William J. Espinosa, Sr., 94

PUTNAM — Louis A.C. Tella, 50, of 
Putnam, Conn., died Thursday, Jan. 5, 
at Day Kimball Hospital.

He leaves his wife of 26 years, Kellee 
J. (Marschall) Tella of Putnam; a 
son, Anthony Tella of Putnam; two 
daughters, Lauren Fierro of Lowell 
and Brittney Tella of Putnam; a broth-
er, Joseph Tella of Southbridge; five 
sisters, Theresa Chubbs of Delaware, 
Tina Doyle of Putnam, Anna Connely 
of Delaware, Jennifer Parmella 
of Southbridge and Jessica Foss of 
Maine; seven grandchildren. He also 
leaves his mother Betty (Walls) Tella 

Edward of Southbridge. 
He was born in Putnam, son of 

the late Anthony Tella and lived in 
Putnam most of his life. He was a truck 
driver for Latourneau Trucking. He 
enjoyed fishing and motorcycles. 

There are no calling hours. Funeral 
services will be announced at a later 
date.

Shaw-Majercik Funeral Home, 
48 School Street, Webster, has been 
entrusted with arrangements. A guest 
book is available at www.shaw-majer-
cik.com where you may light a candle 
or post a message of condolence.

Louis A.C. Tella, 50

WOODSTOCK -- Wayne T. Barr, 95, 
of Senexet Village Road (formerly of 
Brimfield) passed away December 27, 
in Harrington Memorial Hospital sur-
rounded by his loving family.

He is survived by his wife Betty 
(Gilman) Barr of seventy-four years, his 
daughter: Cheryl Medlyn and her hus-
band Hank of Woodstock, and a broth-
er Suminer Barr of East Brimfield; 
two grandchildren: Melissa Oloff and 
her husband Ed and Sarah Medlyn-
Chock and her husband Brian; and 
four great-grandchildren:    McKaylin, 
Kelsey, Mathew and Justin; several 
nieces, nephews, grandnieces and 
grandnephews.

Wayne was born on August 9, 1921 in 
East Brimfield, the son of (late) George 
and Marjorie (Smith) Barr and lived in 
the area all of his life.

Wayne was in the Coast Guard 
during World War II. He was employed 
as a stone mason and plasterer spe-
cializing in restoration.   His specialty 
led him to projects at Old Sturbridge 
Village, Winterthur Museum, The 
Smithsonian, and Ford Museum.

Wayne was a Mason at Quaboag 

Lodge of Masons 
A.F. & A.M.   for 
fifty years and a 
member of Melha 
Shriner’s for over 
fifty years.    Wayne 
enjoyed nature, 
sports, was an avid 
reader of current 
events and enjoyed watching the 
History Channel. 

Wayne had a kind and gentle spirt as 
well as an ever present sense of humor 
that was enjoyed by all who knew and 
met him.

A private service will be held for the 
family at their convenience.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions in Wayne’s name can be made 
to: Shriner’s Hospital for Children 516 
Carew Street, Springfield, MA 01104

The Belanger-Bullard Funeral 
Home, 51 Marcy Street, Southbridge, 
MA 01550 has been entrusted with 
funeral arrangements.    A memo-
rial guestbook is available at  www.
BelangerFuneralHome.com

 

Wayne T. Barr, 95

DANIELSON -- 
Theresa A. Langlois, 
79, of Danielson 
passed peacefully 
into the arms of our 
Lord  on January 2, 
at Davis Place. She 
was married July 
16, 1955 to Alfred 
Langlois who passed 

in 2008. Born June 21, 1937 in Putnam 
to Maryann (Lavallee) and Frederick 
Credit. She made her home in Putnam 
most of her life and was a commu-
nicant of St. Mary Church of the 
Visitation. Mrs. Langlois worked at 
Haven Health Care in Danielson until 
retirement. She leaves her daughter 

Debra Maloney and her husband Paul 
of Yulee, Florida, her grandson Daniel 
Lavallee of Danielson, granddaugh-
ter Dawn (Lavallee) Distler and her 
husband John of St. Mary’s, Georgia 
and four great grandchildren Shawn 
Layne of Virginia, Deidre Distler, 
Teya Distler and John Daniel Distler 
of Georgia. She leaves one beloved 
sister Rose Bushey of Putnam, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Predeceased 
by three brothers Charles Credit, 
Emile Credit and  Lionel Credit and 
one sister Cecile Lambert. Funeral ser-
vices are private. “No person is every 
truly alone, those who live no more, 
whom we loved, echo still within our 
thoughts, our words, and our hearts.”

Theresa A. Langlois, 79

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MICHAEL H. 
LaPORTE(16-00384)
The Hon. Leah P. Schad, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Northeast 
Probate Court, by decree dated Janu-
ary 3, 2017, ordered that all claims must 
be presented to the fiduciary at the ad-
dress below. Failure to promptly present 
any such claim may result in the loss of 
rights to recover on such claim.

Janis E. Beltis, Clerk
The fiduciary is:
Diane M. LaPorte
c/o Nicholas A. Longo, Esq., 
Bachand, Longo & Higgins,
168 Main Street, PO Box 528,
Putnam, CT 06260
January 13, 2017

LEGALS

PUTNAM – 
Michael P. Latour, 
53, of Sabin St., died 
Thursday, December 
29, in his home.  Born 
in Putnam, he was 
the son of the late 
Robert Latour, Sr. 
and Lillian (Corey) 
Latour.

Mr. Latour worked as a press oper-
ator for Green Rubber Company of 
Danielson.   He enjoyed riding motor-
cycles, golf and watching sports on 
television.

Michael is survived by his sister, 
Patricia Gould of Putnam; and sever-
al nieces and nephews. Michael was 
predeceased by his brothers Robert 
Latour Jr., Harry Latour and his sister 
Joann Mayo.

As requested by the family, services 
for Michael will take place at a later 
date.

Memorial donations may be made 
to the N.E.C.T. Cancer Fund of Day 
Kimball Hospital, P.O. Box 632, 
Putnam, CT 06260. For memorial guest-
book visit www.GilmanAndValade.
com.

Michael P. Latour, 53
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 14

9:00 p.m.
YOUR MOTHER
4-piece local rock band
playing covers
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA 
774-449-8333 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 21

9:00 p.m.
TEQUILA MOCKINGBIRD
6-piece classic rock/
contemporary band
308 LAKESIDE
308 East main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333  
 

ONGOING  

 
MEAT RAFFLE
Saturdays at 12:30 p.m.
6 tables; prime rib, lobster
and much more

Public invited In the Veterans Lounge
AMERICAN LEGION
TUTTLE POST #279
88 Bancroft St., Auburn, MA
508-832-2701

ROADHOUSE BLUES JAM 
Every Sunday, 3:00 – 7:00 p.m.
CADY’S TAVERN
2168 Putnam Pike, Chepachet, RI
401-568-4102 
 
TRIVIA SATURDAY NIGHTS
7:00 p.m. register
7:30 p.m. start up
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB
325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA
508-892-9822
 
WISE GUYS TEAM TRIVIA
Every Tuesday, 8:00 – 10:00 p.m.
CADY’S TAVERN
2168 Putnam Pike (Rt. 44)
Chepachet, RI
401-568- 4102\

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY NIGHT
HEXMARK TAVERN
AT SALEM CROSS INN

260 West Main St., West 
Brookfield, MA
508-867-2345
www.salemcrossinn.com
 

TRAP SHOOTING
Every Sunday at 11:00 a.m.
Open to the public
$12.00 per round includes
clays and ammo
NRA certified range officer
on site every shoot
AUBURN SPORTSMAN CLUB
50 Elm St., Auburn, MA
508-832-6492 
 
HUGE MEAT RAFFLE
First Friday of the month
Early Bird 6:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
1st table: 7:00 p.m.
Auburn Sportsman Club
50 Elm St., Auburn, MA
508-832-6496
 
BREAST FEEDING SUPPORT GROUP
at Strong Body/Strong Mind
Yoga Studio
112 Main St., Putnam, CT
Third Friday of each month
at 6:00 p.m.
860-634-0099
www.strongbodystrongmind.us 
 
TRIVIA TUESDAYS
at 7:00 p.m.
Cash prizes
308 LAKESIDE
308 East main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333
 

Local Events, Arts, and 
Entertainment ListingsHERE & THERE

 RAFFLE

Narconon reminds families that interventions are 
powerful tools that can be used when an addict 
refuses to get help. To learn more about how to 
conduct an intervention for your loved one go 
to http://www.narconon-suncoast.org/blog/the-
power-of-an-intervention.html.  Narconon can 
help you take steps to overcome addiction in your 
family. Call today for free screenings or referrals. 
877-841-5509

Collecting now through January 31st

Thompson Library - 15th Annual Food for Fines 
to benefit TEEG, One food item removes $1.00 in 
fines, up to $10.00, Food accepted for fines only, 
not lost items, TEEG needs peanut butter and tuna, 
No fines? No problem…food and cash donations 
accepted all month. For information visit  www.
thompsonpubliclibrary.org or call 860-923-9779.

January 13 - 15, Winter Teen Weekend from 
Friday at 5:30pm until Sunday at 9am at  
Windham-Tolland 4-H Camp, 326 Taft Pond Rd, 
Pomfret Center.  Food, games, sledding, leadership 
skills and lots of fun for teens 13-17.   Fee is $50.  
Pre-registration required by January 6.  Call 860-
974-3379 to register or email:  wt4hcampdir@
earthlink.net

January 13, Fri., at 7pm
Canterbury Historical Society Welcomes 
Captain Kenneth Force for “Sousa to Barnum, 
The Golden Era of American Band Music” 
A specialist in American band music, he 
will explore with us this much-loved genre 
of American music. Free! Refreshments.  
Community Room of the Canterbury 
Town Hall, 1 Municipal Drive, Canterbury. 

January 13, Fri., 7pm
VFW Post 5446, Steak Supper, ALL you can EAT! 
Baked potato, vegetable, salad, rolls and butter $20 
pp, 7 Winsor Ave, Plainfield.  Call 860-564-5446 
for more details.

January 14, Sat.,  10-11am
Interesting snowflake information (How do they 
crystallize?) Have a “fake” snowball fight, and 
make a snowflake ornament. Bring your smile 
and your camera for some fun.  Please pre-register 
by calling 860-564-8760. On the second Saturday 
of each month from 10-11am there will be a free 
children’s program at Aldrich Free Public Library 
(299 Main St. Moosup). 

January 14, Sat. 9:30
Book Club,  A Higher Call: An Incredible True 
Story of Combat & Chivalry in the War-Torn Skies 
of WWII  by Adam Makos  Bracken Memorial 
Library, 57 Academy Road, Woodstock.  860-928-
0046

January 17, Tues., 10-11am
Winter Wellnes Series, Sponsored by the Friends 
of the Library, Absent-mindedness and how to 
overcome it. Presentation by Jo Anne Harrison-
Becker, MS (Gerontology). Snow Date Tuesday 
February 21st  10-11 am, Reduce Stress naturally! 
Presentation by Brad & Pamela Thompson, 
Saturday January 21st & Saturday January 28th 10-
11:30 am

January 18, Wed., 10am-12pm
Mom to Mom at the Woodstock Evangelical 
Covenant Church – young moms meet together 
for quality Biblical instruction in parenting, small 
group discussion and interaction with mentor 
moms. Community moms welcome! Free 
childcare is available through age 5. 24 Child Hill 
Road, Woodstock. Register at woodstockcovenant.
org. Any questions, call 860-928-0486.

January 18, Wed., 8-9am
Putnam Special Education Parent/School 
Partnership breakfast meeting, Putnam High 
School Cafeteria. Meet & greet with Kris 
Drew, Special Education Director. Round table 
discussion, questions and answers.

January 19, Thurs., 7pm
Author Christine Whitehead comes to Pomfret 
Library to read from her second Kindle published 
book, The Rage of Plum Blossoms, and will talk about 
writing and publishing. Visit christinewhitehead.
com, and also Ms. Whitehead’s Hemingway blog 
site: theblogalsorises.com.

January 20, Fri., 9:30-11:30am
Stonecroft Women’s Connection Brunch at The 
Inn at Woodstock Hill, 94  Plaine Hill Rd. Tess 
Grous, presents Pure Haven Healthy  Essential 
Products. Tom Lombardo has all the right notes 
and Sandra Lombardo has searched and found the 
Meaning of Life. Reservations required by Jan. 13 
for Brunch $12. 860-774-5092, 860-455-7671 or 
email: wccwc81@hotmail.com. 

This page is designed to shine a light on upcoming local nonprofit, educational and  
community events. Submissions are limited to 50 words or less and are FREE to qualifying 

organizations, schools, churches and town offices. To submit your event contact: 
Teri Stohlberg at 860-928-1818 ext. 105, or teri@villagernewspapers.com.  

Deadline for submission is Friday at Noon

Villager Newspapers
COMMUNITY 
SPOTLIGHT

“Shining a light on community events”

Courtesy photos
The Killingly High School chorus 
sings carols at Killingly’s Tree of 
Life Ceremony at Davis Park.

At right: Ella, left, and Lilah Dunn, 
of Danielson, sing carols in front 
of Killingly’s ceremonial Tree of 
Life at Davis Park.

DKH Tree of Life nets 
$26K for hospice

PUTNAM — Day Kimball 
Healthcare’s 27th annual 
Tree of Life Ceremony, held 
Sunday, Dec. 4, at 10 locations 
across northeast Connecticut, has raised more than $26,000 to support hospice and 
palliative care services in the region.

Each December, communities throughout Northeast Connecticut come together 
to remember and honor their loved ones through a symbol of light. The purchase 
of memorial lights on each community’s Tree of Life benefits the wonderful work 
done by Hospice & Palliative Care of Northeastern Connecticut to enhance the lives 
of seriously and terminally ill patients and their families.

“This event is such a special one for so many, as they honor loved ones who are 
fighting a serious illness or remember loved ones lost. It’s very moving to see peo-
ple come together to share in that experience during the holiday season each and 
every year and we’re so grateful for the support that’s provided to our hospice and 
palliative care program in the process. It’s just a wonderful event that really serves 
to highlight how our community cares for one another, not only family and friends 
but also neighbors in need,” said DKH Director of Development Kristen Willis.

Ceremonies were held in the towns of Brooklyn, Canterbury, Killingly, Griswold, 
Plainfield, Pomfret, Putnam, Sterling, Thompson and Woodstock. Activities at each 
location included holiday-themed musical entertainment by local school and senior 
citizen choruses and the sharing of personal stories about the impact of hospice 
and palliative care on the lives of those served, culminating with the lighting of the 
ceremonial Tree of Life. More information about the event can be found at www.
daykimball.org/TreeOfLife.

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.860Local.com
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FOOD

BY RACHAEL DEVAUX, RD
(NAPS)

With more than 3.9 mil-
lion “mealprep” hashtags 
on Instagram, many peo-
ple have found success in 
living a healthier lifestyle 
through meal prepping. 
Not only does it save you 
time during the busy 
workweek, it allows for a 
better variety of healthy, 
ready-to-eat foods at your 
disposal.

PREPPING 101

Of course, this doesn’t 
mean you should spend 
your entire day in the 
kitchen prepping every 
last detail of your meals 
for the week—simply 
cook up or prepare sever-
al staple items to have on 
hand for those quick and 
wholesome, no-brainer 
meals or snacks when 
you need them. Here are 
some tips on how to make 
the most of your prepping 
sessions:

Chop, slice, dice, 
repeat. Start with some-
thing as simple as prep-
ping fruits and veggies 
in advance to have ready 
in the fridge for meals 
or snacks; store them in 
glass containers for easy 
organization and motiva-
tion to stick to your meal 
plan.

Double the batch. 
Along with prepared pro-
duce, cook large batch-
es of staple ingredients 
such as quinoa, brown 
rice and proteins to make 
meal assembly quick and 
easy.

Add a dash of this, a 
dash of that. Use season-
ings and sauces to mix 
up the flavor profile of 

similar ingredients. One 
night, dinner could be 
an Asian stir-fry, while 
the next it could be a 
Mexican-inspired bowl. 

Try something new. 
Meal “preppers” may 
eventually become tired 
of throwing together the 
same old meals and find 
the food they prepare 
mundane. When fatigue 
hits, seek out a new rec-
ipe or work with a new 
ingredient. I like to incor-
porate tasty and bright-
ly colored fruit such as 
mango to refresh every-
day meals and snacks.

Roll Up Your Sleeves
For a healthy, tasty and 

quick meal this week, 
try my Mango Spring 
Rolls. This recipe is a 
delicious step out of the 
ordinary and it’s chock-
full of nutrients. One 
cup of mango provides 
100 percent of your daily 
vitamin C, 35 percent of 
your daily vitamin A and 
12 percent of your daily 
fiber.

MANGO SPRING 
ROLLS

Servings: 5  
spring rolls

 
Ingredients:
½ fresh mango
¼ small head 
purple cabbage
5 green onion spears
½ medium cucumber
½ medium red bell pep-

per
5 pieces rice paper
Handful cilantro
1 cup shredded carrot

Almond Butter Dipping 
   Sauce:

3 Tbsp creamy almond 
butter

1 tsp tamari
½ lime, squeezed
1 Tbsp honey
2–3 Tbsp hot filtered 

water

Directions: Slice two 
mango cheeks into long, 
narrow strips and set 
aside. Slice cabbage, 
onion, cucumber and 
red bell pepper into very 
thin 4-inch pieces and set 
aside. Prepare rice paper 
as instructed on pack-
age. Once pliable, place 
a few of each ingredient 
(including cilantro and 
carrots) in the center of 
the paper, folding in the 
sides and rolling until all 
veggies are inside and 
paper is closed. To store, 
leave some space between 
rolls to prevent rolls from 
sticking together.

Dipping Sauce: Whisk 
or blend together all 
ingredients until consis-
tency is creamy.

Mango How-To
If you’re new to work-

ing with mangos, follow 
these quick tips for prop-
er prep.

Selection. Don’t judge 
a mango by its color—
red does not mean ripe. A 
ripe mango will be slight-
ly soft like a peach or avo-
cado.

Storage. Keep unripe 
mangos at room tempera-
ture. Never refrigerate 
mangos before they’re 
ripe. Once ripe, man-
gos can be moved to the 
refrigerator to slow down 
ripening for several days.

Cutting. To cut a 
mango, simply slice off 

the sides of the fruit, 
avoiding the large seed 
in the center. Once you 
have these two sides 
(cheeks), you can get to 
the flesh and slice or dice 
as needed. Then, simply 
scoop the fruit out of the 

skin.

Learn More
Visit www.mango.org 

for additional informa-
tion on mango varieties, 
availability and recipes.

To save time, prep veg-
gies and other ingredients 
in advance of making 
your meals. To make them 
more nutritious and fun, 
include mangos.

Freshen Up Your Meal Prep

 (NAPS)

Here’s news many families 
may consider a wake-up call: 
Studies show that kids who eat 
breakfast have better concen-
tration and more energy. Yet 

approximately 8 to 12 percent 
of all school-aged kids skip this 
important meal.

Why Eat Breakfast 
Here’s a look at what the 

researchers discovered: 
•	 The University of 

Pennsylvania found that chil-
dren achieve higher IQ scores 
if they eat breakfast. 

•	 Yale scientists found 
that students who partici-
pated in school breakfast 
programs were less likely 
to become overweight even 
if they also had breakfast at 
home. 

Good News 
Fortunately for the many 

families that don’t have the 
time to prepare a full break-
fast, there’s a nutritious 
make-ahead option kids love. 
Flavored with bananas, choc-
olate chips and tart sweet 

lingonberries, which have 
been called a “superfruit,” rich 
in antioxidants, it’s a nutri-
tious snack they can eat on the 
way to school or tuck into their 

lunchboxes for later. 

Lingonberry Breakfast/
Lunchbox Bars 

1½ tablespoons ground flax-
seeds (or flaxseed meal)

3 tablespoons water
15	 ounces chickpeas (gar-

banzo beans), canned 
2 medium bananas 
¾ cup flour, gluten free
½ cup coconut sugar 
1 teaspoon cinnamon
 ½	 teaspoon baking soda
 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon vanilla extract 
4 tablespoons Felix 

Lingonberry Jam 
¼ cup chocolate chips, dark 

Preheat the oven to 350° F. 
Grease and line an 8˝ x 8˝ bak-

ing pan with parch-
ment and set aside. 

Whisk together 
the flaxseed meal 
or grind whole flax-
seeds and combine 
with water in a small 
bowl. Set aside for 5 
minutes. 

Meanwhile, blend 
chickpeas and 
bananas in a food 
processor until com-
pletely smooth. 

In a large mixing 
bowl, whisk together 
the dry ingredients, 
reserving the choc-
olate chips. Add the 
chickpea puree to 
the dry ingredients 
along with the vanil-

la, lingonberry jam 
and flaxseed mix-
ture and mix to 
combine. Then fold 
in the chocolate 
chips. 

Pour the batter into the pre-
pared pan. Bake on center oven 
rack for 24–26 minutes until 
a toothpick inserted into the 
center comes out clean. 

Let cool in the pan for 10–15 
minutes, then transfer bars to a 
wire rack and cool completely 
before slicing (this is import-
ant!). 

Slice into 12–16 bars. Store 
on the counter for a few hours 
if they seem too moist; other-
wise, put them in an airtight 
container and store for two to 
three days. 

LEARN MORE 

You can find other recipes, 
facts and where to get the jam at 
http://felixjams.com. 

Bake Up Delicious Breakfast Bars For Busy Kids

These bars are made with fresh Swedish lingonberry jam so they’re as delicious as 
they are convenient. Experts say breakfast is the most important meal of the day, 
gearing you up for work, school and play.

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.860Local.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
1-800-536-5836

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL TOLL FREE
EMAIL: ADS@VILLAGERNEWSPAPERS.COM

VISIT US ONLINE www.towntotownclassifieds.com

Town-to-TownVILLAGER NEWSPAPERS
Putnam Villager � Thompson Villager � Woodstock Villager � Killingly Villager      

�Hometown Service, Big Time Results�

DRIVERS: $2,500 
SIGN-ON BONUS!

Home Every Weekend!
Great Pay & Benefits!
CDL-A, 1 yr Exp. Reg. 
Estension Logistics 

Apply: www.geolc.com 
1-855-416-8511

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

1996 6x4
JOHN DEERE GATOR

481 hours, electric dump bed,
new battery

$1650
Call 203-936-8459

2-SPEED MPV5
HOVEROUND

Cup holder
Excellent condition, must sell

10 hours or less
on battery and chair

2 extra batteries
$800.00

508-414-9154

Adult Power Wheel
Chair Asking

$1500.00 Cash

8 NFL SIlver SUPER
BOWL COINS 

$800.00

Old 
Comic Books numbers

1s

Batman Lamp & Clock
$1000.00

Call
(508)832-3029 

Angle Iron Cutter
For Shelving

4W296, HK Potter 2790
Normally Sells For $700

$50 OBO

Call 5pm-8:30pm
(508)867-6546

ARCHERY BOW
AMF WING ARCHERY 

THUNDERBIRD
BARE BOW 62” T4-523 

AMO #45

EXCELLENT CONDITION
ASKING $125.00

or best offer
CALL

(508) 347-3145

Beautiful Solitaire
Diamond Ring

Ready to propose to your beloved
but resources are limited?  Dia-

mond is 3/4 of a carat, white gold
band, size 7. It’s 

elegant and yet modern.  Simply
beautiful!  

Retail market value: $2,850.  Sell-
ing for $700.  Credit and Debit

Cards are accepted.  Please Call
or Text Jane for

pictures 
(508) 797-2850

BIKES FOR SALE
MEN’S AND WOMEN’S 

SPECIALIZED GLOBE HY-
BRID BIKES 14764 
TIRE SIZE 700X38C 

CROSSROADS
AVENIR SEAT 

SHIMANO REVOSHIFTS
7 SPEEDS  & MORE 
MINT CONDITION 

A MUST SEE
ASKING $300

EACH
CALL 

(508) 347-3145

BLUE BIRD BOXES
Get your boxes ready
now for Early Spring!

$5 Each
Woodstock

(860)481-9003
or 

teristohlberg
@yahoo.com

Brand new
GENERAL ELECTRIC

DOUBLE OVEN
Self cleaning

Digital clock, black
Asking $900

Call 774-230-8060 
after 3:30

BRIGGS & STRATTON
GENERATOR

Storm Responder
5500 Watt, 120/220 Volts

Like-New

$650 or best offer
(860) 774-5587

CHAIN LINK FENCE
6 feet x 100 ft.

and
CHAIN LINK GATE

6 feet x 3 feet
Good condition

$200 sold together
Call 508-987-8965

010 FOR SALE

COLONIAL TIN
LANTERNS

Lg Pierced w/Glass Front
Sm Pierced Lantern
2 Pierced Votives 

Pierced Candleholder
Lg Candle Mold (6 tapers)

2 Candle Lanterns
Pr. Candle Holders

Sm Candle Wallhanger
Candles Included

Sold as a Lot
$125

(508)439-1660

DAY BED
FOR 
SALE

With Bed Underneath, 
Never Been Laid On!

$200
(508) 347-7441

DAY BED 
with Pull Out Trundle,
Jenny Lind made by 

L.L. Bean.
2 Mattresses Included,

Day Bed Cover Included by L.L.
Bean. 

Excellent Condition.
Real Wood

$350.00 FIRM
Call (860) 935-0116

DIAMOND
ENGAGEMENT RING

Half carat
Beautiful marquis setting

Yellow gold band
Never worn, still in box

Cost $2250 new
$1200 OBO

508-943-3813

DOG KENNELS
Two Dog Kennels 

as One Unit
Each Kennel approx. 12’x5’8”.

You Dismantle
$300.00
Call

(860) 774-5518

DUDLEY INDOOR
FLEA MARKET

8 Mill St
Dudley, MA

EVERY SATURDAY, SUNDAY
LOTS OF NEW VENDORS

$ave Money Buying, 
Make Money $elling

Dudleyflea.com
(800) 551-7767

COME JOIN US 
PRIME SELLING SPACES

AVAILABLE

Electrical 
Material

Industrial, Commercial,
Residential

Wire, Pipe, Fittings,
Relays, Coils, Overloads,
Fuses, Breakers, Meters,
Punches, Pipe-Benders.

New Recessed Troffer
Flourescent 3-Tube
T-8 277V Fixtures

Enclosed
$56 Each

Call 5pm-8:30pm
(508)867-6546

FOR SALE
4 CYCLE BOX STOCK

CLONE MOTOR-
WITH NORAM CLUTCH-

MOTOR MOUNT 58T 59T 60T
GEARS

2-BOTTLES OF OIL

ASKING $800.00
CALL AFTER 4PM
(860) 315-4509

For sale
BICYCLE

Shogun Shock Wave
Shimano

Equipped Off Road
21 Speed, Twist Shift

Paid $400
Will sacrifice

Also
WIRE WHEEL HUBCAPS

Chevrolet Caprice/Ford
Make offer

Call 860-215-0962
Ask for Rich

010 FOR SALE

For Sale
CAP FOR 8’
TRUCK BODY

White (P-17)
Excellent condition
Asking $1,450.00

Call after 4 p.m.
860-315-4509

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!
For sale

CHERRY KITCHEN
CABINET SET

Never used.
Includes matching Corian-type

countertop with mounted 
rimless sink.

$3,200
Great value!

Call 860-974-0635
For sale

JOHN DEERE
SNOW BLOWER

Fits models x310, x360, x540,
x530, x534

Lists $1,900.00
Sell $1,200.00

Call 1-413-436-7585

FOR SALE
LAY-Z-BOY LOVE
SEAT AND CHAIR

$500.00

CUSTOM-MADE 
DINING TABLE AND

CHAIRS 
(6 chairs - includes

two captain’s chairs)
$1,000.00

COFFEE TABLE AND
TWO END TABLES

OAK
$100.00

TV ARMOIRE
OAK

$125.00

Call 508-789-9708

FOR SALE

OAK TV STAND
$200

CHERRY COFFEE
TABLE
$125

TWO END TABLES
$125/EACH

SOFA TABLE
$150

ALL VERY GOOD 
CONDITION

FULL-SIZE AERO BED
NEVER USED

$75

WOMEN’S BOWLING
BALL

& BAG
$35

PRICES NEGOTIABLE

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION AND 

PICTURES
CALL

(508) 892-1679
For Sale

TenPoint Handicap
Hunting Crossbow

lists New $1,800.00
SELL $850.00

Call (413) 436-7585

010 FOR SALE

Ford Trenching Bucket
12” Wide Heavy Duty  
Hardly ever used looks
like New! New $1590

Was Asking $800
REDUCED TO $650

Hydraulic Jackhammer 
for Skid-steer Loader, 

Mini-excavators,
backhoes, & excavators. 

Powerful Jackhammer
for maximum

productivity used very
little, in great shape

New $12,500.00
Was asking $8,000

REDUCED TO $6,500
A must see call 
(860)753-1229

******************
FULL LENGTH 
MINK COAT

Size 12
New $2,400
Asking $300

508-612-9263
******************

FURNITURE FOR
SALE

1 Bedroom Set- 
Bed, Two Bureaus with Mirror

Solid Cherry Wood

1 Dining Room Set 
from Ethan Allen- 

Solid Cherry Table with Two 
Extensions and Glass Hutch

with Lights 
Protection Pad FREE with 

Purchase

1 Entertainment 
Center 

with 
Two Bookcases Each Side 

(508) 764-6715

GARAGE ITEMS
FOR SALE BY 

APPOINTMENT
Floor Jack

Welder Torches
Battery Charger

Toolbox
Many Other Items

Call 
(508) 829-5403

GARMIN GPS 12XL
Personal Navigator, 12

channel receiver,
moving map graphics,

backlit display for
night use. Like New,
Perfect for Hunters

and Boaters,
asking $150 
or best offer

(508)347-3145

HANDICAPPED SCOOTER
with 2 brand new batteries
ALUMINUM FOLDING

RAMP
$800.00

LIFT CHAIR
Light Blue
$275.00

CANADIAN PINE HUTCH
$225.00

14 cu. ft. GE 
SELF-DEFROSTING

FREEZER
$150.00

508-943-2174

Landscape
Equipment

Trailer
$995 OBO

Call 5pm-8:30pm
508-867-6546

LUMBER

Rough Sawn Pine
DRY 30+ Yrs.  

2” x 18” or smaller.

Call (508) 476-7867

010 FOR SALE

MAKITA 8”
PORTABLE TABLE SAW

$60.00

KEROSENE
TORPEDO HEATER

$60.00

SHOP VAC
$30.00

Routers, woodworking tools
and supplies

Many miscellaneous

Call 774-241-3804

******************

MATCHING CHAIR 
AND OTTOMAN

BY LANE
New: $1398

Asking $250
(508)612-9263

******************

Maytag Stove
Black

$300 or best offer

Whirlpool Refrigerator
Black

$400 or best offer

Call (860) 753-2053

MINK JACKET
Thigh length

Mint condition
Seldom worn!
BEST OFFER

508-278-3973

MOTORS
1/2HP 230/460V

1725RPM, 56 Frame
$30

5HP, 230/460V
1740RPM, 184T Frame/TEFC

$100

5HP, 230/460V
3495RPM, 184T Frame/TEFC

$100

4 Motor Speed Controls
Hitachi J100, 400/460V

Best Offer

Call 5pm-8:30pm
508-867-6546

************
MOVING ESTATE

SALE
Tools, Compressor,
Electronics, Electric

Keyboards and
Accessories, Kitchen

Items, Some Furniture,
plus Much More!

Please Call
(508) 885-2055

or email:
marabus@charter.net
for more information or

appointment

************

REFRIGERATOR 
FOR SALE

5 Years Old
Good Condition

White
$350

Call Sandy
(508) 320-7314

REMOTE CONTROL
AIRPLANES

Some with motors, 
radios and accessories,

and some building material
Call 774-241-0027

Replica 1929 Mercedes
SSK

‘82 Bobcat Running
Gear
$7,700

Portable Stump Grinder
$150

Flexible Flyer Sled,
Wooden Toboggan,

Wood/Fiberglass Skis
Best Offer

Lionel Mid-Forties
Train Set, Tracks

Accessories
$450

Steel Car Ramps
$20

CALL (401) 932-1409
ONLY 9AM-4PM! 

010 FOR SALE

SERIOUS GEMSTONE 
COLLECTOR 

WANTING TO SELL 
GEMSTONES AT 

WHOLESALE PRICES.

THESE ARE GENUINE 
QUALITY GEMSTONES FROM

APATITE TO TANZANITE-
AAA GRADE.

LIZBETH LEBLANC
(508) 867-6030

www.Connecticuts
QuietCorner.com

 

SMALL BUREAU
$75.00

PRINTER’S ANTIQUE
DRAWERS

$20.00 PER

2002 COMPUTER 
ACCUSYNC 50 NEC

$100.00

KITCHEN CHAIRS

SPARE TIRE P225/60R16
EAGLE GA WITH RIM

$45.00

ELECTRIC CHORD ORGAN
$60.00

CAR SUNROOF
$100.00

HOMEMADE PINE
COFFEE TABLE

AND TWO END TABLES
$100.00

ANTIQUE LAMP JUG
$40.00

ANTIQUE CROQUET SET
$40.00

SMALL COFFEE TABLE
$35.00

ELECTRIC BASE BOARD
$25.00

DROP LEAF CART
$50.00

END TABLE W/DRAWER
$50.00

END TABLE W/ TWO
DRAWERS

$60.00

CALL
1-508-764-4458
1-774-452-3514

SNOW BLOWER CUB
CADET 945 SWE
SNOWBLOWER

13 hp Tecumseh OHV,
45 in width trigger
controlled steering,
6 forward, 2 reverse,

Hardly used!
$1,700 

WHITE OUTDOOR
PRODUCTS

SnowBoss 1050
Snowblower, 10hp

Tecumseh two stage
30 in width, electric

start Well maintained. 
$600.00

(508) 347-3775

SNOW THROWER
TORO ELECTRIC

START
Model #824

24 Inch, 8 HP, 5 Speed, 
2 Reverse

Excellent Condition
It has never failed me!

$275.00
(508) 832-6871
SNOWBLOWER
POULAN PRO
11 H.P., O.H.V 30”

with trigger controlled steering
Totally gone thru

Electric start
Runs excellent

6 forward - 3 reverse
$550.00

508-949-2369

PHOTO REPRINTS AVAILABLE
Call for details 860-928-1818

010 FOR SALE

TOOL SHEDS
Made of Texture 1-11

8x8 $775
8x10 $960
8x12 $1050
8x16 $1375

Delivered, Built On-Site
Other Sizes Available
CALL (413) 324-1117

TREADMILL
FOR SALE

PRO FORM 765CD
Interactive Trainer

i.fit.com
Workout Disks, Ten Settings
for Incline, Ten Settings for

Speed & Heart Rate
Like New

ASKING $400
CALL 

(508) 347-3145

TWO CURIO CABINETS
Pulaski Brand, Cherry

$250/each or Best Offer

GE ELECTRIC STOVE
Excellent Condition,

Light Cream Color
$250 or Best Offer

ROLL-TOP DESK
Maple

$150 or Best Offer

(508) 779-0542

VANGUARD LADDER
RACK

Black
2” Steel Tubing with side 

stabilizer bars.
Cross and stabilizer bars.

Fits Chevy S10 or similar size
pick-up trucks.

$100.00 or best offer
Call 860-779-3903

VARIOUS 
ELVIS PRESLEY
MEMORABILIA

$500
(508)612-9263
(508)461-7479

YAMAHA CLAVINOVA
ELECTRIC PIANO 

WITH BENCH
Model CLP153S

Original price $2,675
Asking $900 (negotiable)

508-765-1514

100 GENERAL

105 BULLETIN BOARD

Four Stall Horse Barn 
For Rent

Ten Years Old
Big Stalls & Huge Loft

Nice, Big Turnout Pasture
$200/stall or 

Whole Barn for $700
Please text (508) 615-1246

109 MUSIC/ARTS

FLUTE LESSONS
DUDLEY AREA

Master Teacher, 30 Years 
Experience, Proven Record of

Success, Great Way to Prepare
for Auditions

$25.00 
for 

Half Hour Lesson

$35.00 
for 45 Minute Lesson

(recommended)

Limited Slots Available
Call

(508) 949-2468

110 NOVENAS

Prayer to St. Jude
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Be Adored, Glorified, Loved
and Preserved Throughout the
World Now and Forever.  Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, Pray for

Us.  St. Jude, Worker of Mira-
cles, Pray for Us.  St. Jude,

Helper of the Hopeless, Pray for
Us.

Say this prayer 9 times a day
for 9 days, by the 9th day your
prayer will be answered even if

you don’t believe.  
This Novena has never been

known to fail.  Publication must
be promised.

Thank you St. Jude
M.A.S.

130 YARD SALES

FLEA MARKET SELLERS 
20 years of very good

items clearing out house
but don’t want hassle of

yard sale come and
make an offer ! 

Best one gets it all! 
Cash only!

(508)943-0169

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

1- BASS BOAT
10 ft. with trailer

$1150.

1- 13 ft. 10” 
ALUMINUM

SPORTSPAL CANOE
$500.

1- ALUMINUM 10 ft.
JOHN BOAT

$300.

Call 
508-885-5189

20’ Ranger Comanche 
488V

Mercury XRI Electronic 
Fuel-Injection Motor.

150HP
Four blade stainless steel new

prop.  
2015 New Minnkota Maximum

65lb thrust, 24 Volt
Dual console.  LowranceHD85

with trailer.
(401) 943-0654

For Sale
2006 BASS TRACKER

PRO 175 BOAT
25 horse 4 stroke motor

Recently tuned
New water pump

Includes trailer, life jackets,
bumpers, ropes, oars

$6500 firm

1-860-923-2169
Old Town Canoe

1931 old town 18’
restored Maine guide

canoe.
Clear resin coated, 

Mahogany gun wales
And caned seats 

a third seat mahogany
caned seat and back 

Paddles included 
Perfect for the wooden

canoe enthusiast.
$5800.00

(508)479-0230

TWO Old Town 
“Loon III”
Kayaks

in great condition,
$300 each.

Price includes paddles 
& 

Thule car racks ($400 value)

This price is half the cost of new
(508) 335-1135

207 BOAT/DOCK

RENTALS

*************
*BUILDING LOT

Dennison Hill,
Southbridge

1/2 acre+ 
Town water

and town sewer
$29,750

(508) 612-9263
****************

257 COLLECTIBLES

84 PIECE
AVON CAPE COD 

COLLECTION-
DINNERWARE 

AND MORE
In Great Condition!

$300 or best offer
(508) 885-7372
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257 COLLECTIBLES

Beautiful
CAROUSEL COLLECTION,

includes complete 13 piece 
FM Menagerie.  

Proceeds for charity.  
Value over $1,000.

Sacrifice at $525, firm.
Must take all.  

Serious inquiries ONLY.
Call: (860) 774-7194.

Leave message.

265 FUEL/WOOD

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green & Seasoned

Wood Lots Wanted

Call Paul(508)769-2351

275 FLEA MARKET

DUDLEY INDOOR
FLEA MARKET

8 Mill St
Dudley, MA

EVERY SATURDAY, SUNDAY
LOTS OF NEW VENDORS

$ave Money Buying, 
Make Money $elling

Dudleyflea.com
(800) 551-7767

COME JOIN US 
PRIME SELLING SPACES

AVAILABLE

281 FREE PETS

FREE TO GOOD
HOME

Young Orange Tabby Kitten
7 months old

Young Black & White Cat
3 years old

Both Vet Checked, Shots, and
Neutered 

Adopt Together or Separate

Call 
(774) 245-4665

284 LOST & FOUND

PETS

Did you find 
your pet?

Or find a home 
for one?

LET US KNOW!!!
Please call us so that we

can take your ad 
out of the paper...

Town-To-Town
Classifieds

508-909-4111

298 WANTED TO BUY

Route
169

Antiques
884 Worcester St.
Southbridge MA

Looking To Purchase
Antiques

And Collectibles
Single Items

Or Entire Estates

We Buy It All
And Also Do

On-Site Estate Sales
And

Estate Auctions

CALL MIKE ANYTIME

(774)230-1662

LOOKING FOR 
SNACK VENDING

MACHINES
Call Allan

(508) 367-9503

WAR
RELICS
& WAR

SOUVENIRS
WANTED

WWII & EARLIER
CA$H WAITING!

Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets,

Medals, Badges, Flags, 
Uniforms, etc.

Over 30 Years Experience.
Call David

1-(508)688-0847
I’ll Come To YOU!

300 HELP WANTED

310 GENERAL HELP

WANTED

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 
Home Care Aides 
needed to care for

elders and handicapped 
individuals with

light housekeeping, 
laundry, shopping, and

personal care.

Candidates must be
compassionate, reliable and
have reliable transportation.

Workers needed in Blackstone
Valley/Southbridge areas.

Call 
800-649-4364

EOE/AA

FULL-TIME
DEEC CERTIFIED

TEACHERS
AND 

ASSISTANT TEACHERS

Salary commensurate with 
experience and education.  

Please send resume to 
Kathleen Leland, Director

klelandwccc
@gmail.com

Local
News

FOUND HERE!

WAITSTAFF
NEEDED

Must be 18 years old
Weekends a MUST

Please Apply in Person:

Village Pizza
487 Main St, 
Sturbridge

(508) 347-8177

WASTE WATER
TECHNICIAN

OFS, a world class leader in the
manufacture of optical fiber has

an opening for a technician 
located at our fiber 

manufacturing facility in 
Sturbridge, Mass.

This is an excellent entry level
trades position for someone 
interested in working in an 

industrial environment.  
You will perform chemical 

unloading and tests on all types
of chemicals systems and
chemical manufacturing 
equipment used in the 

production and processing of
optical fiber, including 
abatement equipment.  

This involves receiving and
properly storing chemicals.  

The technician will also 
maintain and operate 

wastewater treatment systems,
making adjustments to

processes and generating 
reports.  OFS will provide the

necessary training for the 
successful candidate to earn a

Massachusetts I-2 
wastewater treatment license.

Working at OFS means having
the opportunity to realize ideas,

experience innovation and 
discover new solutions for the

future.  In addition to our 
dynamic work environment, we
offer a competitive salary and
generous benefits programs, 

including medical, dental and a
matching 401(k) plan.  This 

position is part of a collective
bargaining unit represented by

Local 1400 of the CWA.

Qualified candidates may 
forward resumes, which must

include salary history to:

OFS Fitel
Human Resources

50 Hall Road
Sturbridge, MA 01566

email:
hrsturb@ofsoptics.com

Fax: (508) 347-8668

Equal Opportunity Employer

311 PART-TIME

HELP WANTED

CURVES 
FOR WOMEN-

WEBSTER
Immediate Opening,

Part-Time, Flexible Hours

Call or Stop IN:
(508) 943-5333

31 Thompson Road
Webster, MA

311 PART-TIME

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED 
FOR 

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY

Part-Time work with possible
Full-Time opportunity.

General mechanical skills 
necessary, manual labor is 

involved.

Email resume to:
mwbillings

@gmail.com

Email 
Us!

What’s On 
Your Mind? 
We’d Like 
to Know. 

Send your
 letters to:
adam@
villager

newspapers
.com

319 HEALTH CARE

PROFESSIONALS

********
COMMUNITY

RESPITE WORKER
(Job ID: 9784)

To provide families and 
individuals with dependable
and age appropriate Family

Support.  
This is a direct service 

position, responsible for the
provision of Respite Care Ser-

vices to program 
participants.  To service as a
Seven Hills Family Services,

Inc. Team Member.
Pay rate $12.00+/hr.

Qualifications:
An interest in working with
families who have a physi-

cally, developmentally, emo-
tionally, or other life

challenged family member.  
Must be at least of eighteen

(18) years of age.
Knowledgeable of creative and

developmental activities 
appropriate for the age and 

capabilities of the individual
being supported.  

First Aide and CPR 
certification required.  Must
have a vaild driver’s license.  

View job specific details 
& to apply go to:

www.SevenHills.
org/careers/

and Type the ID#9784 into the
Keyword/ID# field.

For more information contact:
Elizabeth Carroll,

ECarroll
@sevenhills.org

or 
Zoranlly Leon Reynoso,

ZLeon
@sevenhills.org

AA/EOE

********

400 SERVICES

402 GENERAL SERVICES

Call The 
Junk Man  

Trees Cut 
Brush/Limbs

Removed  

METAL PICK-UP 
Appliances, 

Furniture, TV’s. 
Construction

Materials. 
Cellars/Attics Cleaned. 

Small Building
Demolition, 

Residential Moves.
Furnaces Removed 

Dave 
(508)867-2564 
(413)262-5082

415 BUSINESS

SERVICES

Seeking area residents 
interested in having on-site,
professional review of their 

private wells.  This service is
grant funded by the USEPA.  
It is free and is confidential.
Many times well owners are 

unaware of the possible causes
of contamination in their wells.
Older wells may not be sealed
properly near the surface or
their source of water may be
shallow and influenced by
things like feedlots, septic 

systems, or nearby land uses.
Many things at or near the 

surface could impact the water
quality of a well.  

This assessment provides you a
comprehensive evaluation of the

possible causes of 
contamination at or near your
well to help you understand

what possible risks and 
vulnerabilities you should be

aware of that might impact your
drinking water.  The assessment

considers site conditions, 
geology, land use practices,

well construction, and 
maintenance to provide you
with a detailed list of things, 
if any, that could impact your
well water quality.  The results

will provide you a list of 
possible concerns, if any are
found, and recommendations

and best practices that will help
you keep your well and your

family safe from well 
contamination.

Contact Jim Starbard at
(978) 502-0227 

or
jstarbard@

rcapsolutions.org

454 HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

Furniture Doctor
Have your furniture 

Professionally restored
at Reasonable rates.
furniture face lifting,
painting, striping to 

Refinishing, 
caning and repairs. 

ANTIQUE DOCTOR
Daniel Ross

(508)248-9225
or 

(860)382-5410
30 years in business

500 REAL ESTATE

505 APARTMENTS FOR

RENT

STURBRIDGE 
APARTMENTS ON

BEAUTIFUL CEDAR
LAKE

3 Room Apartments,
1 Bedroom,

Kitchen Applianced,
Utilities Not Included

NO PETS
1/4 Mile to I-84 

and MA Pike
References A Must

$750/Month
First/Last/Security
Call (508)347-9623

9am-6pm

525 HOUSES FOR RENT

BRIMFIELD 
CENTER

Three Bedrooms
First & Last Months Rent

PETS NEGOTIABLE

CONTACT
(413) 245-7220

SOUTHBRIDGE
House for Rent

Three Bedroom, Two Bath,
Quiet Country Setting, 

Secure References Required
First, Last & Security

$1,500/month + Utilities

Ideal for Commuters-
Easy Access to Highways

(508) 729-0910

546 CEMETERY LOTS

2-GRAVE LOT IN 
PAXTON MEMORIAL

PARK
Happy Garden section
Includes cement vaults

Valued at $9,000
Asking $5,900

508-769-0791

BURIAL PLOTS
PAXTON MEMORIAL

PARK

Garden of Heritage

Bought (2) $3,750.00 each
and will sell for $3,500.00 each

Call (508) 248-6373

546 CEMETERY LOTS

Worcester County
Memorial Park

Paxton, MA

Garden of Faith
Lot 271A

2 Graves, side-by-side

Asking $1,700 each
$2,200 Both

Call (508) 723-2306

550 MOBILE HOMES

PARK MODEL
TRAILER

2 BEDROOMS, 1 BATH
Large Enclosed Porch

Large Shed

Meadowside of Woodstock
A Seasonal Cooperative 

Campground

Asking $16,500
For more information

Call Brett
(860) 733-2260

575 VACATION RENTALS

CAPE COD TIME
SHARE FOR SALE
Edgewater Beach Resort

95 Chase Avenue
Dennisport, MA 02639

On the water
Studio (Unit 706)

Fixed week 33 (August)
Deeded rights

You’ll own it for a lifetime
& can be passed down to
your children and grand

children. $5000.00
(508)347-3145

OFF SEASON IS GREAT
AT THE CAPE

South Dennis, 
off Rte. 134:  

Cozy 3 BR, (dbl, queen, 
2 twins) 1 bath home with
full kitchen & microwave,
washer/dryer, screened in
porch w/ picnic table, grill,
cable TV. Outdoor shower.

On dead-end street. 
Near shopping, theater,
restaurants, bike trail,
fishing, playground,

10 minutes from bay and
ocean side beaches. 

Off season rates available  

Call Janet 
at 508-865-1583

after 6 pm, or email 
June at

junosima@icloud.com 
for more information. 

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!

ORLANDO TIMESHARE
FOR SALE

Westgate Lakes Resort
Convenient to all Disney parks

3 BR lock-off, week 47, trade for
2 vacations each year

Lower level, looks out over lake
$4500.00

860-250-2166

www.
Connecticuts
QuietCorner.

com

700 AUTOMOTIVE

2008 Toyota Corolla
Standard shift, 265,000 

highway miles, still going!  
Well maintained.  

We need a larger car. 
$5,500 negotiable.

1978 Thunderbird Coupe
Dual Exhaust, Rust-free, 89K

$8,950

(978) 760-3453
After 7:30pm

705 AUTO ACCESSORIES

Dodge Dakota Cap
6 1/2 foot, White,
Tinted windows, 
sliding glass with

screens
Like New
$400.00

2 Snow Tires
on Rims

235 75 R15
$150.00

(508) 987-1931

SNOW TIRES

2 Firestone Winterforce,
size P215/60R16.

Used only 1 month!
$150

Call
(860) 933-9458

720 CLASSICS

1966 Ford Galaxie
500 Convertible

Information and Pictures are on
Craigslist under car/trucks

owner.
Type in 1966 Ford.

Car is White

$15,500
Call Dean

(508) 885-9537

MODEL T ENGINE
1926

Rebuilt- New Coil Box 
and Wires/Plugs-

with Magneto-Hogs Head-
Straigntened Pan

$4,000
(860) 933-4573

725 AUTOMOBILES

1966 CHEVROLET
CORVETTE

C2 STINGRAY
4 Speed Coupe,

327/300HP,
Silver Pearl/Black Interior,

$18,000

lena28726@gmail.com
(203) 826-2702

1996 GMC 2500 HD 
Club Cab, 6.5 Utility Body,

4-Way Fisher Plow
$2,700

1940 CHEVY SPECIAL
DELUXE

4-Door, 6 Cylinder, 3 Speed, 
No Rot, Needs Work

$4,000

2003 16’ HARD-TOP
CAMPER

Foldout Beds, AC, Sway Bar
Tow Kit

$1,000

FISHER 8’ MINUTE-
MOUNT

Four Springs, HD, Frame Only
$500

(508) 341-6347

725 AUTOMOBILES

2000 Saturn Sc-2
3-door coupe, 5 speed

Great commuter car
Terrific gas mileage

New tires, MP3 radio
173,000 miles

Ideal car for high school 
or college

$2000 or BO

860-935-9154

2009 HYUNDAI GLS
SONATA SEDAN

6 Cylinders, Remote Starter,
Dealer Maintained

131,500 miles

$7,950

(860) 974-9111

2010 HONDA CIVIC LX
(Gray)

Excellent condition
22,600 miles

$11,000

508-641-4606

2011 RED
HYUNDAI SONATA

Excellent Condition,
Four Door,

73,000 miles,
One-Owner Car!

$8,500
(508) 843-3604

BUICK DEVILLE DTS
2005, V8, Black
Good condition

NStar Navigation, Leather 
Interior, Moon Roof, CD Player

131,000 Miles
$4000

Call 774-272-2085

CAR FOR SALE
2015 Nissan Rogue

Navigation, Sunroof, 
54,000 Miles

Call Gabriel
at 

Sturbridge Automotive
(508) 347-9970

Dodge 1500 pickup. 98’
110,000 Miles

$950.00

Ford Wind Star  01’
143,000 Miles

$1100.00
Call (508)779-0194

FOR SALE
1990 Corvette Hatchback

CPE

T-Tops, All Original, One-Owner
Color Red with Black Interior

Auto Trans 5.7 Liter V8
72K Miles

Asking $11,000
Call (508) 335-0335

FOR SALE:
2001 VOLVO V70

2.4T
RUNS GOOD, NEEDS WORK

$800
or 
BO

(860) 963-0200

MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE
2007, 2-door

Black exterior, grey interior
125,000 miles
Good condition

$4,200
Call 508-867-9106

West Brookfield

740 MOTORCYCLES

2007 SUZUKI
BOULEVARD C50

Cruiser.
Silver/Gray Sharp Bike
Lots of mods/extras.

14,812 miles, original owner.
New tires, ready to ride.

$4,400
Call Nate 401-269-6070

745 RECREATIONAL

VEHICLES

2008 LAREDO
34 ft. 5th wheel

1 owner, in excellent condition
2 slides and new tires

$14,000
Call 508-234-7755

MOTOR HOME 
38’ 1998 
Dutchstar

300 Cummins Diesel
Spartan Chassis. One

Slide out.
83,000 Miles

New Tires & Brakes
Sleeps Four. Price

Reduced!
Call (508)335-3948

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

For Sale
2013 18’ SKYCAT
HYBRID CAMPER
Tub/shower, micro, air

Too much to list!
Still new, smoke free

$8,500 firm
Call 860-963-2616 
for more details

760 VANS/TRUCKS

1992 GMC
Diesel Truck

UPS Truck-Style,
Aluminum Grumman Body,

Shelves. Rebuilt
Transmission/Motor,

New Fuel Tank, Radiator, 
Steering Box. Dual Wheels,

11’ Area Behind Seats
Excellent Condition

14,100GVWR
I spent over $14,000 the last 2

years I had it on the road
$5,000 or best offer

Call 5pm-8:30pm
508-867-6546

1999 CHEVY S10

Extended Cab, 6-Cylinder, 
Two-Wheel Drive, Current 

Inspection, Runs Good, Needs
Some Body Work

$700 As Is

(508) 414-2474

Local
News

FOUND HERE!

2008 Ram
(Bighorn)Truck

Hemi Motor, 4 Door, 
In Great Condition, 
Only 37,000 miles.

Call for more info.  
SERIOUS INTERESTS

ONLY
(413) 245-9651

768 VEHICLES FOR

PARTS

1995 TOYOTA T100
FOR PARTS ONLY

$1,000 Or Best Offer

(508) 801-0663

1999 SAAB 900 
Convertible
Engine Runs

$500 or Best Offer

Please Call for Information
(860) 377-5742
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$44,523 502X $26,213 4351X $13,523 434X $21,923 6303A

2016 FORD EXPEDITION EL
XLT, Leather,  
Low Miles

2013 FORD FOCUS
 “low miles,  

great gas mileage

2014 FORD FLEX LIMITED
Ecoboost V6 navigation 

 Panoramic Roof

2011 F150 LARIAT
Loaded

Low Miles

2016 FORD FOCUS RS
788 Miles, Unique, AWD, High  
Performance, Enthusiasts Car

2013 FORD FUSION SE
4 cyl, 6 speed Automatic, FWD, 

White, 47K, One owner

2014 FORD EDGE SPORT
 Fwd, Ruby Red, Nav., Moonroof, 

Remote Start, 41805 mi.

2013 FORD TAURUS SHO
Performance Pkg, 

AWD

$11,923 52291R$31,923 499X $38,923 7004A $23,923 5355B

MORE TERRIFIC PRE-OWNED CARS & TRUCKS
2014 Ford Escape, Low Miles, 20L Ecoboost, AWD  #482X  $18,923
2014 Fiesta Sedan, 4 Cyl, Auto, Blue Candy, 10K!  #450X  $10,923
2014 Ford Focus SE  Hatch, One owner  #457X  $11,923

2014 Escape Titanium  Loaded  #506X  $21,523
2011 Ford Flex Limited very comfortable  #4721X  $18,923
2014 Ford F150 ext cab, leather XLT  #491X  $33,523  

FISHER PLOW SNOW & ICE REMOVAL
Plows • Sanders • Spreaders

Talk to Place Motor Truck Specialist

PLACE MOTOR
Massachusetts oldest family owned Ford Dealer – since 1923

www.placemotor.com • “Like Us” on Facebook

Thompson Road
Webster, MA
508.943.8012

The Right Wheels, The Right Price, The Right Place Since 1923
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2008 BUICK LUCERNE
STKLAW658

BUY FOR
/PER WK^

$39

2013 FORD FUSION
STKLAW532

BUY FOR
/PER WK^

$55

2015 CHEVY MALIBU
STKLAW589

BUY FOR
/PER WK^

$69

2012 AUDI Q5
STKLAW625

BUY FOR
/PER WK^

$79

2 TO CHOOSE

Stay Warm My Friends!
Bring ad with you and get a 
FREE STARTER for winter! 

Must present at time of purchase. 
Good through Jan. 2017

2008 BUICK LUCERNE
STKLAW658

BUY FOR
/PER WK^$39

2009 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
STKMB048

BUY FOR
/PER WK^$39

2008 KIA SPECTRA
STKLAW646A

BUY FOR
/PER WK^$19

2008 HONDA ACCORD
STKLAW694

BUY FOR
/PER WK^$39

Stop seeking, because your approval is here at 
Lux Auto Plus in Auburn

Tired of seeking the appoval of others?

Ask for Joe or Brian

Joe McCassie
General 
Manager

Brian Roberts
General Sales 

Manager

525 Washington Street, Auburn, MA 01501 
WWW.LUXAUTOPLUS.COM

MON-THURSDAY  ....9AM-7PM
FRIDAY  ...............9AM-6PM
SUNDAY  ............ 11AM-4PM

YOUR APPROVED!
No Payments For 60 Days

0 Cash Down
Guaranteed Credit Approval

We are your guys!

WE HAVE OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK!

BUY FOR
/PER WK^$39

2010 CADILLAC DTS
STKMB051
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