
AUBURN— Spring clean-
ing?  Don’t throw that good 
“stuff” away. Recycle it by sell-
ing it to someone who needs 
it!  Do you have an accumu-
lation of  things that are too 
good to throw away but you 
no longer need?  Don’t have 
enough to hold your own Yard 
Sale?  Join us on the lawn 

of  the First Congregational 
Church, 128 Central St. in 
Auburn, on Saturday, June 11, 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., for our annual 
Community Yard Sale/Plant 
Sale. Spaces are available for 
a $25 fee, a limited number 
of  tables may be rented for 
$5 each. Don’t delay, reserve 
your space now by calling or 

texting Cindy at 774-238-0260 
or calling the church office at 
508-832-2845.

We also will be having our 
Plant Sale.  There will be a 
large selection of  annuals 
and perennials.  Those who 
have been buying plants from 
us return year after year and 
see how each year we have 

more and more to offer.  This 
year should be no different.  

We’ll do all the advertising, 
and will post plenty of  signs 
the day of  the event at key 
locations in town. Due to our 
central location and previous 
yard sales (27), we expect our 
usual large turnout.  This is a 
rain or shine event.

Spaces available for Community Yard Sale
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Local realtor Diane Dabrowski recently scored a perfect cribbage hand.

BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

NORTHBRIDGE — A large part of  John 
Demagian’s life has been — and is — about his 
love for the game of  baseball.

Because it has, it was a no-brainer for 
the 65-year-old, a staple at Northbridge High 
since September of  1970, to accept an offer to 
become the junior varsity baseball coach at 
Auburn High — one of  the Rams’ chief  rivals.

“Baseball is a game of  skill; that’s why I love 
teaching it. There are so many things going on 
during a game that the average fan doesn’t 
know about,” Demagian said. “But, I’ve been 
in the game so long I know everything that’s 
going on. When you hear fans say baseball’s 
boring, it’s because they don’t know the game.

“They don’t know what’s happening on 
every pitch, on every hit, or before the pitch 
is thrown or before the ball is hit,” Demagian 
continued. “All they see is what’s on TV; they 
see the pitch thrown and the ball hit. They 
don’t see the shortstop setting up in a certain 
position, the catcher calling a certain pitch on 
a certain count. They don’t see all that extra 
stuff, but I do.”

The game is about more than skill, though, 
Demagian said. There’s a significant mental 
component to it as well.

“Baseball is a game of  patience,” he said. 
“You’re going to fail — a lot, but you’ve got 
to keep on plugging away. That’s where the 
teaching comes in. You keep teaching and you 
keep teaching and sooner or later it clicks in. 
I like to watch a kid coming up as a freshman 
and go through the program and see what he 
works out to be as a senior. I like teaching the 
game more than I like coaching it.”

And man, he sure can coach it.
Demagian, who graduated from 

Northbridge in 1974, started coaching the 
game in 1992, serving as the Rams’ junior var-
sity coach under first-year head coach John 
Susienka, who took the reins from legendary 
Northbridge coach John Doldoorian Sr., that 
year. Demagian was Susienka’s JV coach for 
10 years, after which he was named to succeed 
Susienka.

As a member of  Susienka’s staff, Demagian 
was a part of  Northbridge’s 1999 Division 3 
state championship team. It was a team that 
featured Rick Asadoorian — who went on to 
be a first-round pick of  the Boston Red Sox 
in Major League Baseball’s annual amateur 

draft — Jeff  Altieri, Matt Blood and Jeff  
Mioduszewski.

In 2010, in his ninth year as the Rams’ head 
coach, Northbridge again won the Division 
3 state baseball title. Leading the team that 
year were captains Matt Consigli and Ben 
Richards, along with Evan Macintosh, Greg 
O’Donnell and Thomas Murphy. The 2010 
team lost its first game and then won 24 in a 
row.

Demagian coached the Northbridge base-
ball team through 2017, taking a leave of  
absence in 2018 to have both hips replaced. 
Former player Jake Ryan filled in that year, 
but resigned after the season to pursue a full-
time job out of  the area. The Northbridge 
school department posted the job for the 2018 
season and Demagian — who has coached 
freshmen football at the school since 1995 — 
applied for his old job and interviewed for the 
position, but was not re-hired.

Demagian still coaches the Northbridge 
American Legion Post 343 baseball team, 
something he has done since 1999. In 2018 Dave 
Meech filled in for him with the Northbridge 
Legion team and Demagian and Meech 
co-coached the team in 2019.

Eric Swedberg, now in his 19th season as 
head coach of  the Auburn High varsity base-
ball team, ran into Demagian a couple of  
years ago and told Demagian if  he needed 
something to do in the spring he could always 
drive over to Auburn and help out the Rockets.

Swedberg found he was in need of  a junior 

CHARLTON — Local 
Realtor Diane Dabrowski 
scored a perfect “29” cribbage 
hand this past Wednesday. 
Her hand, consisting of  three 
5’s and the Jack-of-Clubs was 
matched with the cut-card the 
5 of  clubs. According to the 
American Cribbage Congress, 
the odds of  being dealt a per-
fect cribbage hand are 1 in 
216,580.

“I could not believe it! I 
didn’t even play the hand 
out, I just had to show Pete 
Rotondo, who dealt the cards!” 
said Ms Dabrowski. Ms 
Dabrowski has been playing 
cribbage for over 45 years. “It 
took us over 24 hours to finish 
the game, we just kept star-
ing in disbelief,” Eventually 
Ms. Dabrowski completed the 
match with a ‘skunk’ to top of  
the singular event.

Cribbage players strive 
for this hand and realize the 
scarcity. Ms. Dabrowski has 
received congratulations 
from many fellow cribbage 
players and online. She was 

even presented with a crib-
bage board and deck of  cards 
commemorating the event.

For additional details, 
please contact Pete Rotondo 
at (508) 456-7383 or

Diane Dabrowski at (508) 
479-2340.

Auburn resident running 
Boston Marathon to support 

Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism
BOSTON — Stefanie Salome 

of  Auburn will be running 
the 2022 Boston Marathon as 
a member of  Dougie’s Team 
supporting The Doug Flutie, 
Jr. Foundation for Autism. 
Stefanie will be raising money 
to help the Flutie Foundation 
continue to fund programs that 
help people and families affect-
ed by autism live life to the 
fullest.

The Flutie Foundation pro-
vides direct financial sup-
port to families to relieve the 
financial burden of  caring for 

a loved one with autism, and 
collaborative grant making to 
autism-serving organizations. 
The Flutie Foundation works 
towards creating opportunities 
for people with autism to lead 
lives where they are included, 
respected and engaged in their 
communities.

Salome is a BCBA and has 
been working in the field of  
Autism for the past 20 years. 
She currently works as the pro-
gram director for a small pri-
vate school for students with 
Autism and other disabilities.

“I am excited to run for 
Dougie’s Team for Autism 
to give back to the Autism 
Community. I want to ensure 
that all families receive the 
supports they require. My per-
sonal hope for all of  my cur-
rent and former students with 
autism is that they become 
independent members of  their 
community and live their lives 
to the fullest,” says Salome.

For more information on 
how to support Stefanie and 
Dougie’s Team, visit: https://
www.givengain.com/ap/ste-

fanie-salome-raising-funds-for-
doug-flutie-jr-foundation-for-
autism/  

About the Flutie Foundation
Former NFL Quarterback, 

Doug Flutie, and his wife 
Laurie started the Doug 
Flutie, Jr. Flutie Foundation 
for Autism in 1998 after their 
son, Dougie, was diagnosed 
with autism at the age of  three. 
Their personal experience of  
raising a son on the autism 
spectrum inspired them to 
help others on an equally long 
and challenging journey. Over 

its 20-year history, the Flutie 
Foundation has distributed 
over $15 million to schools and 
organizations who provide 
clinical therapies, respite ser-
vices, recreational programs, 
social skills training, job sup-
ports and more for people 
affected by autism. The Flutie 
Foundation also provides edu-
cation technology tools, adap-
tive camp scholarships, safety 
equipment, and direct family 
support through its partner-
ships and special initiatives. 

Charlton area 
realtor deals up 
perfect cribbage 

hand
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John Demagian is now the junior varsity coach of 
Auburn High’s baseball program.

For the Love 
of the Game

LONGTIME
NORTHBRIDGE COACH

JOHN DEMAGIAN
TO HEAD AUBURN JV 

BASEBALL TEAM

Turn To DEMAGIAN page     A3
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Casual Waterfront Dining on Lake LAshaway
308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333   308 lakeside.com

Open 7 Days
Open 11 - Close

Easter Sunday
April 17th

We will host three seatings at
Noon, 2:00 & 4:00

Reservations 
only

Special menu

Celebrate Easter
 Sunday, April 17th

Route 9, Spencer

508-885-2748

Accepting 
Debit & 

Credit Cards

Limit One coupon 
per customer

Not valid with any other 
offer. Exp. 4/30/22

$3.00 OFF ICE CREAM CAKE
Any 8” or Larger

Celebrate Easter with a 
DQ 

IceCream 
Cake

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
NEWS STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE — Having 
spent decades making a posi-
tive impact on his community, 
Dennis McCurdy continues to 
find ways to lead and inspire. 
A longtime local businessman 
and volunteer, McCurdy found-
ed the Village Toastmasters in 
Sturbridge in 2005. To do so, he 
had to meet the requirement of  
finding 20 members interested 
in joining, which wasn’t as easy 
as it might have seemed.

“In the beginning, we some-
times had meetings with only 
six people and we each had three 
roles to perform, but we always 
had fun,” McCurdy recalled. 

Over 16 years, the group has 
seen hundreds of  local residents 
participate, each gaining confi-
dence and new public speaking 
skills. 

“I would have to say, besides 

speaking skills in general, 
confidence is one of  the big-
gest things people get from 
Toastmasters,” McCurdy said. 
“I think I’m the only original 
member left in the club, but 
many of  them have been there 
five or 10 years. Toastmasters 
is a fun, safe place to overcome 
fears about public speaking. 
You can acquire amazing skills, 
with practice, and everyone gets 
a mentor.”

McCurdy pointed to an old 
Toastmasters’ saying: “We 
won’t completely eliminate 
your butterflies, but we will help 
you teach them to fly in forma-
tion.” These words have perfect-
ly encapsulated many residents’ 
journeys with the group, includ-
ing Oxford’s Robert Bouchard.

“I’ve been a member for two 
years, and Dennis is the rea-
son I have improved my public 
speaking skills,” Bouchard said. 

“He continues to be a dedicat-
ed member and, most of  all, a 
mentor for numerous people in 
the Sturbridge area that have 
improved their leadership and 
public speaking skills. Truly a 
remarkable man.”

In addition to his work with 
the Village Toastmasters, 
McCurdy also runs his busi-
nesses —t he Dennis McCurdy 
Insurance Agency, as well as an 
investment company, McCurdy 
Investments, LLC. He has writ-
ten two books and will publish a 
third this summer.

Moreover, McCurdy has writ-
ten and delivered a six-week 
personal development work-
shop to help people realize 
their goals. As a member of  the 
local Chamber of  Commerce, 
he helps mentor several young 
businesspeople.

“Helping people develop con-
fidence and improve their lives 

is something that I enjoy and 
realize is much needed,” added 
McCurdy, a Vietnam Veteran 
who grew up in Brimfield and 
attended Tantasqua Regional 
High School.

Looking ahead, McCurdy will 
finish his current book, titled 
“Suck It Up, Cupcake: Stop 
Screwing Yourself  and Get the 
Life You Want.”

McCurdy is also a major 
supporter of  local after-school 
programs and Hitchcock Free 
Academy in Brimfield.

To learn more about the 
Village Toastmasters and how 
you can contact club leaders, 
visit www.villagetoastmasters.
org. 

Toastmasters International 
is a nonprofit educational 
organization that runs clubs 
worldwide to promote commu-
nications, public speaking, and 
leadership. 
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Dennis McCurdy founded the 
Village Toastmasters in 2005 
and continues to make a positive 
impact on Sturbridge and the sur-
rounding communities.

Dennis McCurdy leads, 
inspires with Village Toastmasters

Thaxter, Tudor ‘passionate about nature’
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — The weather’s been 
too erratic to safely plant outside, but 
several dozen people got an introduc-
tion to two of  the more famous garden-
ers of  the last century last week.

Outside the gardening community, 
Celia Thaxter and Tasha Tudor might 
not be that well known … unless you’re 
also into Victorian era poetry or read a 
lot of  children’s books. Thaxter wrote 
the former; Tudor illustrated the latter.

Both women were poets and artists 
who were “passionate about nature” 
but spent significant parts of  their lives 
being “very lonely,” according to Ellen 
Duzak, who spoke at the Sturbridge 
Senior Center to an audience that was 
overwhelmingly women. She said they 
were “two women that have inspired 
me forever.”

For Thaxter, the creativity was an 
expression of  what a good family life 
should be, as an escape from one that 
wasn’t like that. As a young teen, she 
lived on “a spit of  rock” 10 miles off  the 
coast of  New Hampshire and Maine, 
but saw it as “this earthly paradise” 
because of  how close her family was, 
Duzak said. Her father was a lighthouse 
keeper, but built it into a resort hotel — 
“All other resort hotels are based on this 
hotel,” Duzak said.

“Her life is totally immersed in 
nature,” Duzak added. “... This is the 

definition of  home [for Celia] and it 
never changes for her life. … It’s a 
tiny complete kingdom, but her mother 
makes it wonderful.”

That changed starting at age 16, when 
she married Levi Thaxter. “He’s ridic-
ulously older than her [28], and even 
then, she’s probably more mature than 
he is,” she noted. That particularly 
showed after the birth of  their first 
son, Karl, who had behavioral issues 
expressing themselves violently. They 
had two other sons as well, but Levi 
“won’t have anything to do with [Karl]” 
and holds over Celia’s head threats to 
institutionalize him. 

For a while, they float between 
homes, including her father’s hotel, 
until his father buys them a home in 
Newtonville, MA. Celia “never talks 
about Newtonville as home,” just the 
islands, although she established her-
self  in Boston’s “salon” scene interact-
ing with such luminaries as Whittier, 
Hawthorne, Childe Hassan and others. 
While Levi spends his time hunting 
birds (which later become exhibits at 
Harvard) and takes the younger sons 
to Florida for the winters, Celia ends 
up publishing her work in The Atlantic 
and other places, funding the family. At 
the same time, though, Levi enforces 
the era’s “cult of  domesticity” on her, 
leaving all the chores and care for her 
ailing parents in her hands.

Eventually, they split and sell the 
Newtonville home. Levi, ironically, 

briefly becomes famous for his own 
poetry readings for two years before his 
death liberates Celia. Duzak said her 
last 10 years were “her golden day, with 
her grand salon [on Appledore Island, 
Maine, and] she creates her beautiful 
garden.” There, she paints her own 
poetry book covers and sells them to the 
hundreds of  salon/hotel visitors, dec-
orates with daily garden cuttings, and 
writes her last book about that garden 
(Island Garden) in 1894, a few months 
before her death.

“Flowers are like dear friends to 
me,” Duzak quoted her as writing, then 
added, “Some of  [the book] is very prac-
tical [such as] use horse manure and 
stuff, and some is poetic and glowing.”

Despite being born decades later, 
Tasha Tudor had a similar mindset and 
created her life in the image of  the farm 
life of  the 1830s. They had overlapping 
friends in the arts community.

“We all know her a lot better than we 
know Celia,” Duzak said. “...Her life 
and her art are one strand. She has that 
capacity we only see in the last 10 years 
of  Celia’s life.”

In Tudor’s case, her father is the vag-
abond-type with five wives and multi-
ple children, but he’s also talented as 
a boat, plane and car designer. They 
divorce when Tasha’s 9, and the Tudors 
live in Redding, CT, where Tasha takes 
her mother’s last name. One of  her 
uncles is locally famous – Frederick 
Tudor, “crazy Frederick the ice king,” 

who made his wealth by selling ice and 
owned Leadmine in Sturbridge. 

“Everyone’s acting out, reading sto-
ries, writing stories, living a bohemian 
life,” Duzak said of  those years.

In 1938, Tasha marries a man who’s 
not like that at all, but they end up 
buying a 17-room derelict house on 450 
acres in New Hampshire. Tasha funds 
her own labor to repair it with her art, 
becoming famous by the 1950s. They 
divorce in 1961 and she moves to her 
“Corgi Cottage,” built to her specifica-
tions in Vermont in 1971, living there 
until her death in 2008.

“Her gardens are her pride and joy, 
but she says there’s no rhyme or reason 
[to them],” Duzak said.

Tudor was also quirky – she “taught 
her parrot to say naughty and terrible 
things,” and was known for bringing 
him out on a platter as if  he was to be 
served for dinner. She also kept dead 
animals in her freezer so she could 
thaw them and position them for her 
drawings.

“I like animals to look like animals, 
not like cartoons,” Tudor said in the 
section of  a DVD on her life Duzak 
played.

“The 20th century gave her the free-
dom to be who she was, without the 
hassle Celia had,” she added.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.



DUDLEY — Nichols College has 
announced that Don Sweeney, gen-
eral manager of  the Boston Bruins, 
will be the keynote speaker at its 2022 
Commencement exercises on Saturday, 
May 7, at 10 a.m. at the DCU Center in 
Worcester. He will receive an honorary 
degree, along with Gail Carberry, Ed.D., 
retired president of  Quinsigamond 
Community College, and Rick Green, 
co-founder and CEO of  1A Auto.

“Mr. Sweeney’s distinguished and 
successful career with the Bruins, 
beginning with his 15 seasons as a 
defenseman and rising through the 
front office ranks to GM, is a tale of  
talent, grit, loyalty, and leadership 
which is sure to inspire and inform our 
graduates as they take their next steps 
toward achieving their own profession-
al goals,” said Nichols College President 
Glenn M. Sulmasy, JD, LL.M.

Sweeney, whose son Jarrod will 

be among those graduating, is in his 
seventh season as the Bruins General 
Manager, overseeing all aspects of  the 
team’s hockey operations and serving 
as an alternate governor on the NHL’s 
Board of  Governors. The team’s record 
with Sweeney at the helm is 303-156-61 
for a .583 win percentage. Among gen-
eral managers credited with at least 250 
regular-season games since the start of  
the 2015-16 season, Sweeney ranks sec-
ond in wins behind Brian MacLellan in 
Washington and fourth in win percent-
age. He was voted by his peers as the 
NHL’s General Manager of  the Year in 
2018-19, as the club compiled the third-
best record in the NHL and advanced 
to the Stanley Cup Final, and the club 
won the President’s Trophy with the 
league’s best record in 2019-20.

Sweeney began his association with 
the Bruins as the team’s eighth pick, 
166th overall, in the 1984 NHL Entry 

Draft and moved through the organi-
zation as a player for 15 seasons of  his 
16 seasons in the NHL, playing in 1,115 
NHL games. Returning to the Bruins 
in 2006, Sweeney has served in various 
front office capacities, including direc-
tor of  player development, director of  
hockey operations, and assistant gener-
al manager, before being named general 
manager in 2015.

Sweeney earned a degree in econom-
ics from Harvard University, where he 
played four seasons of  college hock-
ey, receiving both NCAA East All-
American and ECAC First Team All-
Star honors, and twice playing in the 
Frozen Four including the 1986 NCAA 
Finals.

He and his wife Christine have twin 
sons, Jarrod and Tyler.
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“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care 
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

MEET MOOSE, a 3-year-old male, who may be the only one at the shelter who’s sad 
about winter ending. He LOVES the snow, especially jumping around in it and burying 
his toys. He is excited, however, to try Spring in New England too! Every season is new 
for him, as he is from Korea, where he didn’t get to experience that much time outside! 
He’s looking for a family to teach him about the world (and let him play in the snow 
when winter rolls back around). He is the biggest goofball when he plays with his toys! 
Especially his stuffed toys. Tossing them around, snuggling them, running around with 
them, he adores them! Moose hopes his future family will spoil him with all the toys! 
Mainly looking to be the only animal in the family.

If you would like to learn more about Moose, please email: 
adopt@baypathhumane.org

PET 
of the 
WEEK 

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

A great opportunity to join our team and develop in demand trade 
skills for a lifelong rewarding career. 

Currently looking to �ll multiple 40-45 hours per week positions.
Starting pay $22 per hour - On the job training 

 Health Insurance - 401K
Paid Holidays - PTO (paid time o�)

 Sick Time - Merit based Bonuses
Company paid certi�cation training (if needed)

We provide all the necessary tools, equipment, and PPE.
Find our complete job posting and job application at:

www.gnazzo.com click on our “join our team” tab

Jospeh
Gnazzo

Company
inc.

NOW HIRING
Entry level construction laborers

In 2014, when he was still the Northbridge High varsity baseball coach John Demagian, right, 
stands with former players Rick Asadoorian, left, and Jeff Altieri, second from right, and cur-
rent player (at the time) Bryan Bedigian after the Rams won the Central Mass. Division 3 title. 
Asadoorian, Bedigian and Altieri are cousins.

varsity coach this year and 
decided to give Demagian a call.

“I thought, ‘you know what, 
it can’t hurt to give him a call 
and ask if  he’s interested,” 
Swedberg said. “So I called 
[Auburn High director of  athlet-
ics] Brian Davis and asked him 
what he thought about bringing 
coach Demagian on board. I also 
called [Auburn assistant base-
ball coach] Rob Nadeau, who’s 
been with me for 18 years, and 
they both said, ‘go for it.’

“So I called [Demagian] and 

said, ‘coach, wouldn’t it be 
funny if  you ended up working 
with us. We would be honored to 
have you and give you whatever 
support you need,’” Swedberg 
added. “Coach Demagian said, 
‘I’m not going to say no. I’ll 
think about it.’”

About 10 days later Demagian 
called Swedberg and accepted 
the offer.

“He said to me, ‘I’m in, and 
if  I say I’m in, it means I’m 100 
percent in,’” Swedberg said. “I 
said to him, ‘no way,’ and he 
said, ‘yep, I’m in.’”

Right out of  the gate Auburn 
seems to be a good fit for 
Demagian.

“Coach Demagian has already 
far exceeded the expectations I 
had when I asked him to join our 
program,” Swedberg said. “To 
see his breadth of  knowledge, 
and the way he’s working with 
the guys, it’s just been incredi-
ble. He’s throwing BP every day, 
hitting fungos every day.

“It’s just been non-stop teach-
ing and the guys love him, they 
absolutely love him,” Swedberg 
continued. “He’s having a blast; 
I’ve never seen him so happy. I’ve 
only known him as a grumpy 
type of  coach who expects per-
fection. He does expect perfec-
tion, but man does he love base-
ball.” 

DEMAGIAN
continued from page    A1

Bruins GM Don Sweeney 
to deliver Nichols College graduation address
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Current Boston Bruins general manager Don 
Sweeney will be the keynote speaker at 
Nichols College’s commencement exercises 
on May 7.

BOSTON — The following 
local students were named to the 
2021 fall semester dean’s list at 
Simmons University in Boston. 
To qualify for dean’s list status, 
undergraduate students must 
obtain a grade point average of  
3.5 or higher, based on 12 or more 
credit hours of  work in classes 
using the letter grade system.

* Carissa Covello, Auburn 
* Madison Poshkus, Auburn
About Simmons University

Located in the heart of  Boston, 
Simmons is a respected private 

university offering more than 50 
majors and programs for under-
graduate women and graduate 
programs open to all on campus, 
in blended formats, or entire-
ly online in nursing and health 
sciences, liberal arts, business, 
communications, social work, 
public health, and library and 
information science. Founded in 
1899, Simmons has established 
a model of  higher education 
that other colleges and univer-
sities are only recently begin-
ning to adapt: the combination 

of  education for leadership in 
high-demand professional fields 
with the intellectual foundation 
of  the liberal arts. The result is 
a Simmons graduate prepared 
not only to work, but to lead in 
professional, civic, and personal 
life - a vision of  empowerment 
that Simmons calls preparation 
for life’s work. Follow Simmons 
on Twitter at @SimmonsUniv, 
and on LinkedIn at https://
www.linkedin.com/school/sim-
mons-university/.

Local residents named to 
Simmons University Dean’s List

THE 
PITCH!

CHECK OUT THE 
SPORTS ACTION!

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!
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ALMANAC

AUBURN
$1,210,000, 15 Elizabeth Dr, 

Johnson, Timothy R, and Johnson, 
Sarah C, to Redden, Kevin C, and 
Brigley, Stephanie.

$436,000, 86 Elmwood St, 
Markarian Investments LLC, to 
Hill, Brandon, and Hill, Kenndall.

$343,000, 5 Sherman Ave, Bender 
Jr, Robert L, and Carter, Sarah, to 
Erickson, Jeffrey.

$341,000, 1 Burnett St, Property 
Possible Inc, to Sbeih, Asala.

$260,000, 39 Church St, Church 
Street Rentals LLC, to Donahue, 
Judith E, and Gallagher, Katie L.

$148,000, 161 Old Meetinghouse Rd 
#161, Orr, Justin, to Karm RT, and 
Patel, Bhikhabai.

REAL ESTATE
TO PLACE AN AD:
JUNE SIMAKAUKAS

(508)909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Auburn News 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Auburn News 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT CHARLTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Visit our website for a full listing of  

programs and events: charltonlibrary.
org

Movies at the Library
Tuesdays at 1:00 & 5:30 in Dexter 

Hall. All are welcome; no registration 
required.

April 12 : The Frisco Kid - starring 
Gene Wilder & Harrison Ford; 2 hrs

April 19 : Encanto - animation; PG; 1 
hr 39 min.

April 26 : I Can Only Imagine - star-
ring J. Michael Finley; PG; 1 hr 50 min.

Silver Needles Knitting Group
Thursdays from 1:00-3:00
Bring your current project and relax 

with friends while taking in the view in 
the upstairs reading room. All are wel-
come; no registration required.

Young Scientists Virtual Stem Classes
Thursdays, March 24 & 31, April 7, 14, 

21, & 28 from 1:00-1:45
FREE 6-week virtual “Young 

Scientists” series facilitated by STEM 
Beginnings and hosted by the Charlton 
Public Library. Children, ages 3-6, with 
a parent/caregiver, will learn STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) concepts through hands-on activ-
ities, a story, and simple experiments. 
ZOOM classes are interactive and par-
ents/ caregivers are encouraged to help 
their child. Registration is required. 
The materials list and the Zoom link 
will be emailed to registered families 
prior to the program. You must regis-
ter for each individual date. One child 
per registration please. Sponsored 
by the YMCA Family & Community 
Partnership (YFCP), a Massachusetts 
Coordinated Family & Community 
Engagement (CFCE) Grant funded by 
the Department of  Early Education 
and Care and awarded to the YMCA of  
Central Massachusetts. 

Genealogy Group (NEW monthly pro-
gram!)

Thursday, April 7, 6:30-7:30
We will meet monthly on the first 

Thursday from 6:30-7:30 in the Local 
History Room (unless otherwise noted). 
This first meeting will be an informa-
tional meeting to gauge interest and dis-
cuss topics for future meetings and pre-
senters. The meetings are free and open 
to the public. Registration is required.

Irish Dance Tour
Saturday, April 9, 2:00-3:00 - Dexter 

Hall
Charlton’s own Lee Irish Dance Group 

will perform their “Saint Patrick’s Day 
in April” dance tour! No registration 
required. Great for all ages.

7th & 8th Grade Book Club
Thursday, April 14, 6:00-6:45 - Story 

Time Room
This book club is for 7th & 8th grad-

ers (but younger and older teens are 
welcome!) This month we are reading 
and discussing: Scary Stories for Young 
Foxes by Christian Heidicker. Please 
visit the library to pick up a copy or 
order the book online through the C/
WMars Catalog. Also available as an 
eBook or eAudiobook through the Libby 
App.

Book Discussion
Thursday, April 14, 6:30-7:30 in the 

Local History Room (and via Zoom)
The Great Pretender: the undercover 

mission that changed our understand-
ing of  madness written by Susannah 
Cahalan is the April selection. Books 
are available for checkout at the circu-
lation desk. This group meets on the 
second Thursday of  each month. The 
group meets in person in the Local 
History Room. If  you would like to 
participate remotely via Zoom, email 

Karen Wall at cpldirector@cwmars.org

Blackout Poetry Workshop
Tuesday, APRIL 19, 11:00-12:00 - 

Community Meeting Room
Learn how to make amazing works of  

visual art & poetry! No writing or artis-
tic skills necessary. 

For tweens & teens - ages 9-18. 
Registration is required.

Tween & Teen Creative Writing 
Group

Wednesday, April 20, 11:00-11:45 - 
Community Meeting Room

This writing group is for those ages 
11-18. Writing prompts, share your 
work (optional!), book discussion, try 
out different writing styles, learn about 
writing. No pressure! Registration is 
required. 

Learn Ukulele for Teens & Adults - 
with Julie Stepanek

Wednesday, April 20, 3:00-4:30 - 
Community Meeting Room

Want to try an instrument that is fun 
and easy to play? Join Julie Stepanek 
as she shows the fundamentals of  uku-
lele playing. You’ll learn how to tune, 
strum, and read chords. After a short 
lesson, you’ll be able to play songs. 
No experience necessary. Bring your 
own ukulele or borrow one of  hers. 
Perfect for those ages 13+. Registration 
is required for this program. Space is 
limited to 25 participants.

5th & 6th Grade Book Club
Thursday, APRIL 28, 6:30-7:15 - Story 

Time Room
This book club is for kids in grades 

5 & 6. This month we will discuss: The 
Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly 
Barnhill. Please visit the library to pick 
up a copy or order the book online 
through the C/WMars Catalog. Also 
available as an eBook or eAudiobook 

through Libby!

Community Yoga Class with Linda 
Davis

Thursday, April 28, 5:45-6:45 in Dexter 
Hall. Wear comfortable clothing and 
bring a yoga mat. Free but registration 
is required. 

CULE (Charlton Ukulele League & 
Ensemble) 

Thursday, April 28, 6:00-8:00 in the 
Community Room. For those 18+ to 
learn and play ukulele together. 
Registration is required. For info email 
Rich at Cule5632@gmail.com.

Gardening Series #2 - The Pollinator 
Garden

Thursday, May 5, 2022, 6:30-7:45 in 
Dexter Hall

Birds, bats, bees, butterflies, beetles, 
and other small mammals that pollinate 
plants are responsible for bringing us 
one out of  every three bites of  food. 
They also sustain our ecosystems and 
produce our natural resources by help-
ing plants reproduce. Join Kate from 
Blackstone Valley Veggie Gardens to 
learn how to attract pollinators to your 
garden. This program is free but regis-
tration is required.

Featured Resource - Kanopy 
Streaming Movie Service - NEW!

Kanopy is a video streaming service 
that gives you access to festival films, 
indie films, and world cinema from 
award-winning filmmakers around the 
world. Also includes unlimited access 
to The Great Courses. All you will need 
is your Charlton Library card. If  yours 
is expired, or you need a card, just give 
us a call! Visit our website (charlton-
library.org) and click on the KANOPY 
button in the middle of  the page to get 
started!

AUBURN — The Auburn 
Historical Society is holding 
its Annual Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser on Saturday, April 
9 at the Pakachoag Church, 203 
Pakachoag St. in Auburn. It will 
be a Take-Out Meal only with 
pick up times from 4:30 – 6 p.m. 
There will also be 50:50 and bas-
ket drawings. 

Baskets will be displayed, 

and drawing tickets can be 
purchased, at the museum the 
morning of  Saturday April 9. 
They will also be available at 
the Pakachoag Church during 
meal pick-up times. Basket 
include a Golfer’s Delight which 
includes a $50 gift certificate to 
Golfers’ Warehouse, Gardeners 
Pleasures, Car Guys, & Old Time 
Candies to name a few. 

Advance tickets for the sup-
per are required and may be 
purchased for $15 each at the 
Auburn Historical Society 
Museum at 41 South St. on 
Tuesdays or Saturdays between 
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. or by calling 
the museum at 508-832-6856.

Auburn Historical Society 
hosting spaghetti supper 

and basket drawing

Trust
(Your Neighbors)

Ninety-two percent of consumers 
around the world say they trust 

earned media, such as word-of-mouth 
or recommendations from friends and 

family, above all other forms 
of advertising—

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors. Contact 
your sales representative StonebridgePress.com
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 4/4/22 was $4.79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.70
50-75 ......... $3.40
75-150 ....... $3.05
150-300 ...... $2.75

300-500 ......... $2.55
500 PLUS ....... $2.40
Duel Fuel ....... $3.75
Drop off Tanks .. $3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! 
To advertise on this page please call June at 508-909-4062.

Primitives, Antiques, 
Farmhouse Styles & Textiles. 

Old Village Paints, Black Crow Candles, 
and so much more!

Hours: Thurs-Sun 10-5 
146 Mendon St., Uxbridge, MA 

508.278.2700 
Like us on Facebook

 @primitivegoodssupply

2 Floors of Great Merchandise2 Floors of Great Merchandise

Hop On Over For Some 
Easter Goodies & Décor!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner, 

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Board of Health praises 
Director Philbrook in assisting citizens

BY JASON BLEAU
NEWS STAFF WRITER

CHARLTON — The Charlton Board 
of  Health has praised Health Director 
James Philbrook for helping a citizen in 
need following a report of  an unsightly 
home in town.

Philbrook detailed the situation 
during a Board of  Health meeting in 
March without identifying the address 
or name of  the citizen to preserve his 
privacy. The man’s home was found 
to have a collapsed roof  and was con-
demned while his family was unaware 
of  the situation. Philbrook reached out 
to the man’s daughter who paid for 
three nights at a hotel while a local 
church paid for three additional nights. 
Philbrook himself  however paid for 
another single night while putting the 
individual in touch with resources in 
the town to have his car inspected and 
assist him in the process of  selling his 

home eventually setting things up so 
that he could drive to Tennessee to live 
with his son.

“I wish he would have noticed that 
the roof  was leaking earlier. I could 
have gotten the Lion’s Club or Knights 
of  Columbus or someone to quickly 
help him fix his roof  but it’s past that 
point so it’s going out for a quick sale,” 
Philbrook told the Board of  Health. He 
further commented that this isn’t the 
first time this kind of  situation has 
occurred in Charlton and that while 
women and mothers have resources 
to assist them in their times of  need 
Philbrook believes there need to be 
more resources for men as well.

“I took quick action on it and helped 
him out right away. I just wish I had 
more of  an arm to have an option, but if  
you’re a single male and you need help, 
they don’t help you - I had no options. 
We tried and tried to get him housing 

and we finally got in touch with his 
family and he’s going to be leaving for 
Tennessee,” said Philbrook.

The Health Director’s actions gar-
nered praise from the Board of  Health, 
especially member Matt Gagner who 
said this wasn’t the first time Philbrook 
had gone the extra mile to help a citizen 
in need. “Once again money out of  your 
pocket to help someone you never met 
before. I’ve seen you do it time and time 
again over the years and I get choked 
up,” Gagner said the Philbrook direct-
ly. Later he offered more compliments 
towards the Director. “He does it time 
and time again over the years. I can’t 
count it on all my fingers, he’s always 
digging into his own pocket and giving. 
This board is lucky to have him. This 
town is lucky to have him.”

Philbrook humbly stated that he did 
what he felt was right and wouldn’t 
have been able to sleep at night knowing 

he didn’t make the effort to help some-
one in need.

“It’s only money. I’m not a rich man, 
but I certainly wanted to help him out 
and I think that’s one thing munic-
ipalities in the state need to do, add 
more options,” said Philbrook. “When 
you see something like this you don’t 
have any options because we don’t have 
any funding available. I can’t use our 
municipal money like that, so we had 
to use different options and we called 
everybody. We were on the phone non-
stop trying to get housing. There are lit-
erally hundreds and hundreds of  people 
waiting for housing.”

Philbrook added that other town 
employees were involved in assisting 
the citizens including setting him up 
with a $300 gas card and providing him 
with physical directions and program-
ming them into his phone to allow for a 
safe, easy trip to Tennessee.

Auburn resident given role in 
Dean College’s “How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying”

FRANKLIN — Derek Brigham of Auburn 
has earned the role of Peterson & Finch 
Understudy in the Dean College production 
of “How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying,” beginning Wednesday, 
March 30 through Sunday, April 3.

Big business means big laughs in this 
classic satire of big business and all it 
holds sacred. A tune-filled comic gem that 
took Broadway by storm, winning both the 
Tony Award for Best Musical and a Pulitzer 
Prize, “How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying” is an irreverent and tuneful 
romp, jam-packed with sly, swift, and sharp 
jabs to the funny bone and an exhilarating 
score by Frank Loesser. The story follows 
the rise of J. Pierrepont Finch, who climbs 
the corporate ladder from lowly window 

washer to high-powered executive, tack-
ling such familiar but potent dangers as 
the aggressively compliant “company man,” 
the office party, backstabbing coworkers, 
caffeine addiction and, of course, true love.

“How to Succeed in Business Without 
Really Trying” is presented through special 
arrangement with Music Theatre International 
(MTI). All authorized performance materials are 
also supplied by MTI.

The Dean College production of “How 
to Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying” will take place in the Main Stage 
in the Campus Center at Dean College, 
109 West Central St., Franklin, at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday, with matinee 
performances at 2:00 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday.

Dean College welcomes families and 
guests over the age of 12 to all our perfor-
mances, provided patrons have complied 
with all COVID-19 safety guidelines.

To learn more about the show and all 
safety policies, and to purchase tickets, 
visit www.dean.edu/boxoffice.

Founded in 1865, Dean College is a pri-
vate, residential college located in Franklin 
Massachusetts, 45 minutes from Boston, 
Massachusetts, and Providence, Rhode 
Island. Dean College offers baccalaureate 
degrees, associate degree programs, as 
well as a robust schedule of part-time con-
tinuing and professional education credit 
and certificate programs throughout the 
calendar year.

Come and join us! The Charlton 
Garden Club’s Monday, April 11 meet-
ing will feature Kathi Gariepy, a Master 
Gardener and owner of  Pleasant Vistas 
garden design. She will be speaking on 
Shade Gardening. Charlton Garden Club 
meetings are open to all interested in 
gardening and related themes. Whether 
you’re a novice or accomplished garden-
er, the Charlton Garden Club is a great 
place to meet other gardening enthusi-
asts, learn about plants and planting, 
and to share your gardening tips and 
experiences. This meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. at the Charlton Public Library. 
A $5 donation is suggested for non-mem-
bers. If  interested in joining the Garden 
Club, please contact Co-Presidents, 
Virginia Charette at (508) 248-7300 or 
Marcia Liedigk at (508) 434-0506.

Charlton 
Garden Club’s 
next meeting 
scheduled for 

April 11

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.Stonebridgepress.com

Your area guide 
to Buying, Dining & 
Shopping Locally!
Support Close

to Home!
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No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Plastering

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

Specializing in 
Installations
Mitsubishi 

Heat Pumps
Gas & Oil Furnaces
Mass Save Rebates
Up to $1,250 per ton

Mass Save Contractor

2-year Warranty on all 
Installations 

Licensed and Insured 

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf protection 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 7/1/22

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279  

gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

Limit one per customer per household. Does not apply to 
premium micro mesh screening.

Masonry

SAUNDERSSAUNDERSSAUNDERS
MASONRY and WATERPROOFING

• Chimneys  
• Stonework
• Restoration
• Tuck Pointing

• Retaining Walls
• Walks
• Chimney

Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed & Insured

508-450-1756
stvnstm@aol.com

SaundersMasonryWaterproofing.com

Talk 
or 

Text
413-289-9428

1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 4/30/22. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable 
service

quality work
power 

washing
log cabin 

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Senior Discounts 

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
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 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough 

to tell all our readers to turn to the 
Opinion pages and read your Letters 
to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Auburn 

News, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550. 

Or e-mail your letters to the editor 
at news@stonebridgepress.news . 

You’ll need to provide your name 
and place of residence, along with a 
phone number, so we can verify the 

letter is yours. 
We don’t have a set limit, but if 

you keep it around 600 words or so, 
you’re going to have a better chance 
at seeing all your words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer 
about a particular issue, maybe a 
guest Your Turn column is your cup 
of tea. If you do that, try to keep it 
between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/
or personal attacks are a no-no and 
could lead to your letter not being 
published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  
Start writing!

The power 
of positive 
thinking

Every day, we wake up with the best 
intentions, or we like to think that most 
of  us do.  With each 

new day brings with it specific chal-
lenges.  Many times, those challenges 
come by way of  a misunderstanding 
or a shifted perspective.  We have come 
to realize, long ago, that often, there is 
more to a story than we can see at its 
surface.  Just being aware of  that one 
simple fact, can change the way a situ-
ation is viewed.  Oftentimes, it’s easier 
said than done; however, the more we 
choose to remain optimistic, the better.  
What might seem catastrophic in the 
moment is usually nothing more than 
a small frustration that has an easy fix 
and will pass.  A wise man once said, 
“Don’t sweat the small stuff, and it’s all 
small stuff.”   

This isn’t to negate the fact that larger 
issues do surface and take some time to 
sort out; however, we need to remind 
ourselves that we are all surrounded 
by well intentioned, intelligent people.  
People who are willing to be helpful, 
generous, rational and kind through 
productive conversations will always 
find the pot of  gold in any situation.   

Remembering to check a kneejerk 
reaction before gathering all of  the facts 
is crucial to your ability to remain opti-
mistic.  Again, this is not always easy, 
but once mastered can change every-
thing.  

Believe it or not, optimism is a choice, 
and offers surprising benefits.  Choosing 
to look on the bright side of  life (Monty 
Python fans, we know what you’re sing-
ing) can lower your risk of  heart dis-
ease and stroke while also extending 
your life.  

One study revealed that individuals 
who spent five minutes a day thinking 
positive thoughts about their future, 
increased their ability to be optimistic 
in just two weeks.  Before turning in 
at night, list five things that you are 
grateful for and five things that you are 
looking forward to.  Every time you stop 
at a traffic light, tell yourself  something 
that you like about yourself.  This works 
especially well if  you are in the middle 
of  a sing along to your favorite tune, 
concert of  one.   Keeping pessimists in 
your life, at a distance is always a good 
idea.  

When a negative thought does 
creep through your mind, that’s OK.  
Recognize it and decide how realistic 
it actually is.  To offset those thoughts, 
try spreading positivity yourself.  While 
at work, offer a co-worker an ‘atta boy’ 
or ‘atta girl’ for a job well done.  If  your 
child has been hard at work on a school 
project, tell them how proud you are.  
Send a letter to someone who has had 
a positive impact on your life.  When 
you bestow positivity on others, it has a 
lasting effect on your own life.  

One way to practice being more opti-
mistic is to flip every negative thought 
with a positive one despite how creative 
you need to get.  For example, if  you’re 
thinking ‘I’m going to be late for dinner 
and I don’t feel like cooking,’ you can 
flip that by reminding yourself  about 
the wonders of  the microwave and take-
out.  If  a rainy day has you feeling 
groggy, remind yourself  that those are 
the best days to read all day, catch up 
on “Bridgerton” season 2, and not feel 
guilty about missing all of  that sun-
shine.  

Here are five things we are grateful 
for and looking forward to.  A solid 
group of  co-workers who work hard 
every day, summer hikes with trail mix 
that includes M&M’s, a community who 
works together, outside barbecues with 
ice cold lemonade and shrimp cocktail 
and road trips to the ocean on a sunny 
day.  

As Rodolfo Costa said, “Learn to 
adapt.  Things change, circumstanc-
es change.  Adjust yourself  and your 
efforts to what it is presented to you so 
you can respond accordingly.  Never see 
change as a threat, because it can be an 
opportunity to learn, to grow, evolve 
and become a better person.”

How often have you wanted 
to give someone a piece of  your 
mind? If  you’re like me, very often. 
The opportunity to tell someone 
off  can present itself  several times 
a day. Someone cuts you off  in 
traffic, a family member did some-
thing wrong, or a co-worker gave 
you an attitude. Maybe your boss 
is being irrational. Someone said 
good morning rudely. 

Boy, it feels great to tell someone 
off, doesn’t it? There’s nothing bet-
ter than putting someone in their 
place, “I’ll show them a thing or 
two. Next time they come around, 
they’ll think twice about disre-
specting me!”

Let me ask you a question. Did 
it make you feel good when you 
chewed out the person who insult-
ed you? Did you feel satisfied, 
like you accomplished something 
great? Or did you feel bad after-
ward and regret it? Did you end up 
apologizing later? Did it have unin-
tended consequences like losing a 
relationship or a job? 

I almost always regretted losing 
my temper and telling someone 
off. Often, I would apologize, but 
sometimes, it’s too late. The other 
person isn’t always so forgiving; 
some words you can’t take back.

One thing to remember is that 
we don’t know what the other per-
son is going through. We aren’t 
walking in their shoes. One time, 
I wanted to lash out at someone I 
thought had slighted me, but later, 
I learned he wasn’t being rude; it 
was just my perception. He was 
dealing with the loss of  a family 
member who died the day before. 
When I learned what happened, I 
felt terrible for being upset with 
him.

I had a great job working at a 
hotel once. It paid the bills and 
more. It also left me plenty of  time 
to pursue my dreams outside of  
work. Soon after I started, they 
had to lay off  many other employ-
ees because they weren’t getting 
enough business. That meant that 
the employees still there had to 
pick up the slack. 

When it was slow, there was a lot 
of  work to be done, and it wasn’t 
easy to keep up. When it was busy, 
it was impossible to keep up. There 
were too many jobs to be done and 
too little time. My new manager 
didn’t hesitate to pull me aside and 
give me a tongue lashing when I 
couldn’t get everything done. 

I was very offended when she did 
this. In my mind, she didn’t know 
what I was dealing with and was 
being illogical. I managed to keep 
my cool the first few times, but one 
time after a strenuous morning, 
she brought me into her office, and 
I didn’t hold back. It felt good at the 
moment; I showed her. A few min-
utes later, I wished I could take it 
all back. I knew that I had crossed 
the line. I apologized, but it was too 
late; I was out of  a job. 

I felt like she didn’t understand 
and asked me to do something that 
wasn’t possible. What if  I had tried 
harder to be respectful and under-
stand what she was going through? 
Maybe her manager was stressing 
her out and being unreasonable, 
and she was under pressure to 
perform. If  I had calmed myself, 
realizing that perhaps she was suf-
fering through something I didn’t 
understand, I would have kept the 
job. 

The problem with giving some-
one a piece of  your mind is that it’s 
almost always with a negative, crit-
ical, or angry attitude. Negative 
interactions with people are inev-
itable, but we can control our 
response to them. When somebody 
is mean, short-tempered, or rubs 
you the wrong way, it’s not about 
you and rarely is. When we remem-
ber that, it’s much easier to control 
our response, helping us respond 
with kindness and respect rath-
er than blind anger. Responding 
with rage is unfocused, unwise, 
short-sighted, and destructive. 

The next time someone does you 
wrong, take the high road. It’s a 
much more respectable response, 
and will often make things better 
for you. It may not feel like the best 
response in the short term, but it 
will always work to your advan-
tage in the long run.

When some-
one does you 
wrong, take 

the high road

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING

Tips for selling
personal property for 

estate personal 
representatives

Today’s article features suggestions 
and tips for estate personal representa-
tives (formerly called executors) as well 
as heirs to an estate. 

According to the Massachusetts 
Department of  Revenue, “If  
you’re responsible for the estate 
of  someone who died, you may 
need to file an estate tax return. 
If  the estate is worth less than 
$1 million, you don’t need to 
file a return or pay an estate 
tax.” According to Connecticut’s 
ct.gov website, “Connecticut’s 
$5.1 million tax threshold ranks 
9th for 2020 and its 12 percent 
top rate ties with Maine as the 
lowest.” With the spike in hous-
ing prices and the Massachusetts 
threshold of  $1 million, we are 
often contacted by estate person-
al representatives and attorneys 
for estate appraisals for IRS and 
probate purposes.

Whether you need a written appraisal 
or not, being an estate personal represen-
tative means that the person who asked 
that you be appointed trusted you to han-
dle their estate. Of  course, there is a lot 
of  responsibility that comes with that. 
Here are my suggestions for handling the 
personal property in an estate.

Secure the home as soon as possible. 
I’ve seen estates where neighbors and 
friends had keys. I’ve also seen instances 
where family members and others have 
taken things that didn’t belong to them.

Only throw away items that you are 
certain are trash. Some things like old 
postcards and costume jewelry may be 
more valuable than you think. It’s best 
to have an auctioneer or estate sale com-
pany look through your items before you 
throw things away.

You may have sentimental attachment 
to items that are part of  an estate, but 
the personal property value is typically 
a small fraction of  the value of  the home 
itself.

You should distribute items according 
to the will or any court decisions. 

With the other items, many families 
are able to discuss which things meant 
the most to them and decide how things 
should be divided among themselves. 
If  the items have been appraised, oth-
ers divide items based on the appraised 
value. If  there are things that multiple 
people want or that no one wants, they 
may be consigned to auction.

Here are some thoughts for items that 

aren’t distributed.
Moving everything out and storing 

items may seem like a good option at the 
time. However, I am often con-
tacted by people who decided to 
do this and they are often paying 
storage fees of  over $200 a month 
for items they ultimately decided 
they actually don’t want to keep.

It’s much easier for an auc-
tioneer or estate sale company 
to view and market pieces while 
they are inside a home. People 
can walk through and see the 
personal property instead of  it 
being tightly packed inside of  a 
storage unit. 

Regular readers of  this column 
know that “brown furniture” 
(traditional mahogany, cherry, 
oak, and mahogany furniture), 
china and glassware haven’t been 
selling well. It makes sense to sell 

or donate these pieces as soon as possible 
instead of  paying thousands of  dollars for 
storage costs and doing it later.

Keep the things that have special mean-
ing to you but consider selling the rest. 
I’m often contacted by clients who inherit-
ed things from family members that have 
been stored in their attics for decades.

Consider whether you would rather 
have the collection you inherited or the 
money you’d receive by selling it. For 
example, a family member may have col-
lected coins that you inherit. Coin val-
ues can appreciate or depreciate over 
time. Values were trending downward 
for several years. You may need to pay 
to store them in a bank safe deposit box. 
It may make more sense to sell the coins 
and invest in the stock market, pay for a 
child’s education or take a family trip.

Hopefully these suggestions can help if  
you are handling an estate now or have to 
in the future.

Our multi-estate auction with gold 
estate jewelry, coins, sports cards, his-
torical memorabilia and other antiques 
and collectibles will begin soon. Please 
see our Web site, https://centralmassauc-
tions.com, for this and other upcoming 
events.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate Sales 
and Appraisal Services www.centralmas-
sauctions.com (508-612- 6111) info@central-
massauctions.com

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

If it’s important 
to you, It’s 

important to us.
StonebridgePress.com



Easter is one of  the most beloved 
annual holidays. Coloring eggs, early 
morning candy hunts, Easter lilies, and 
family tables heaped with festive fare, 
all make this spring celebration one 
of  the most enjoyable holidays ever.
Few family traditions are more enjoy-
able than those that happen at Easter 
time. Read on for some fun and easy 
Easter related tips - from a new twist on 
tinting eggs to preserving potted lilies. 

**
Chalk it Up: Wondering what to 

do with all those eggshells left over 
from Easter?  Why not be creative 
and teach the kids how to make side-
walk chalk?  While you’re at it, you 
can throw in a little recycling lesson!
Eggshell chalk: four to five eggshells, 
one teaspoon flour, one teaspoon very 
hot tap water, food coloring (optional).
Directions: Wash and dry eggshells.  Put 
the shells into bowl or grinder and 
pulverize into a powder. Toss away any 
large pieces. Place flour and hot water 
in another bowl and add one tablespoon 
eggshell powder and mix until a paste 
forms. Add food coloring if  desired.
Shape and press mixture very firmly 
into the shape of  a chalk stick, and roll 
up tightly in a strip of  strong paper 
towel. Allow to dry approximately three 
days until hard. Remove paper towel and 
you’ve got homemade chalk! (Eggshell 
chalk is for sidewalks only.)  Recipe can 
be doubled or tripled, depending upon 

how many eggshells you have.
**

Chocolate Redo : Do you have leftover 
solid chocolate bunnies? Here are some 
ideas to put them to good use:

*Chop up chocolate and store in zip 
lock bags to use as chocolate chips in 
cookie batter, muffins, pancakes or to 
top cupcakes.

* Make candy coated popcorn: Melt 
chocolate and toss in freshly popped 
corn to coat. Allow to cool and harden 
before serving.

*Whip up an old fashioned mug of  
rich and yummy hot chocolate. For 
every cup of  whole milk add four ounc-
es chopped chocolate. Add a few drops 
of  vanilla extract and a dash of  sugar if  
desired. Melt on the stove on medium/
high heat, stirring constantly. When 
mixture simmers, turn to low and cover 
for three minutes. Stir before serving.

**
Prolong Potted Plant: Easter lilies 

are gorgeous plants, and with a few 
tricks you can prolong their life as a 
potted plant way past the Easter holiday.

If  you are purchasing the plant your-
self, choose a healthy looking plant with 
a few flowers in full bloom but with 
most unopened. Keep potted soil moist 
and place in a cool 60 to 65 degree room 
where it can get some indirect sun-
light. Avoid direct heat and direct sun-
light. Be sure the pot is on a saucer, and 
if  it is wrapped in foil be sure the foil 
doesn’t trap any water in the bottom of  
the pot. Help your lily last even longer 
by snipping off  the pollen laden anthers 
from the center of  the blooms.

**
Longer Lilies: When your Easter 

lily has seen better days, don’t toss 
it out! Your potted lilies can last for 
years to come if  you plant them out-
side. To do: When leaves and stems 
turn yellow and or brown, trim them 
back and plant the bulb directly into 
the garden after the threat of  frost has 
passed. For best results, plant the bulb 
in about three inches of  good soil in a 
sunny or partial shade area. Top with 
another three inches of  mulch, peat 
moss, compost, etc. (bulb is six inches 
underground). Water as needed. 

Keep in mind transplanted lilies 
won’t bloom until next summer. Keep 
well mulched during the winter and 
next spring remove extra mulch to help 
lilies sprout up.

**
Everlasting Easter Blossoms
Want to preserve your Easter bou-

quet or corsage? It’s easy to make 
them last almost indefinitely!
Ingredients: 1 pint powdered Borax 
(in laundry aisle); two pints corn-
meal; covered cardboard box (a 
shoebox is ideal); fresh flowers.
Instructions: 1. Thoroughly mix borax 
and cornmeal. 2. Cover the bottom of  
the box with 3/4 of  an inch of  this mix-
ture. 3. Cut flower stems about 1 inch 
long. Lay the flowers face down in this 
mixture. Spread the petals and leaves 
so that they lie as flat as possible. Do 
not place flowers too close together. 4. 
Cover the flowers with 3/4 of  an inch of  
the mixture. 5. Place the lid on the box 
and keep at room temperature for 3 to 
4 weeks. The flowers will stay summer 
fresh indefinitely.

**
Mystery Dots

This simple egg coloring method 
clearly illustrates a simple science 
experiment. Kids love it!

To do: Add about two teaspoons 
of  cooking oil to each dye cup. (You 
might want to do this after you have 
finished dipping your eggs the tra-
ditional way.) When you dip in your 
egg, the dye won’t adhere to the oil, 
creating mysterious spots on the egg!
**

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House – Contest has resumed!

Your tips can win you a great three 
course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.
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Local angers report excellent fishing
Fishing has been 

awesome for anglers 
fishing in some of  the 
trout stocked ponds and 
at Wachusett Reservoir 
that opened this past 
Friday. Mention of  
one nice salmon was 
received by this writ-
er, which was taken 
at Wachusett Res. and 
numerous lake trout were caught 
their also. One angler reported catch-
ing six lakers in very short time. The 
one hot lure was a large Kastmaster 
spoon. Webster Lake continued to pro-
vide plenty of  action with one angler 
fishing fly’s from his boat just out-
side of  the Norm Ryan boat ramp. 
Unfortunately, one guy put a hook 
through his finger and had to get med-
ical treatment. It happens every year.

I failed to mention that trolling fly’s 
from a boat using a flyrod with a level 
or sinking line and 15 feet or more 
monofilament, also works fine and is 
a lot easier to use than wire. Getting a 
kink in wire can cause an easy breaking 
point, resulting in a lost fish. Spinning 
rods are also adaptable for fly fishing 
with bobbers that can hold water and a 
12-foot leader and a fly at the end. The 
fly can be cast a long distance , and can 
be allowed to sink or stay on the surface, 
depending on how much water is insert-
ed into the bobber. An ear syringe is a 
great way to fill the bobber with water.

Wallum Lake opens this Saturday, 
and is governed by Rhode Island reg-
ulations. The daily limit is five trout 
of  any kind. Unfortunately, to the best 
of  my knowledge, there are no brood 

stock salmon available 
to date, but that could 
change. Wallum Lake 
can be fished with a 
Massachusetts Fishing 
license or a Rhode Island 
fishing license. The hey-
days of  fishing Wallum 
Lake has quieted down a 
lot, especially on opening 
day, but is still enjoyed 

by many anglers. I fondly remember 
sleeping overnight in my van, and cook-
ing breakfast in the van prior to first 
light. This year, I will bring a light 
lunch. Hope to see you there.

Report of  some large brown trout in 
the five-pound-plus size at Comet Pond 
in Hubbardston was exciting news for 
angler’s that fished their last week. One 
angler caught three “whoppers” in 
a very short time. Some anglers also 
caught numerous impressive brook 
trout and rainbow trout. Comet pond 
is getting special treatment from some-
one in the area. Every year, the pond 
is stocked with large fish, and plen-
ty of  them. When brood stock salmon 
were available, the pond got a lot of  
them. Maybe this year will be different.

Dandelions are a great food source 
if  you cook them right. They need to 
be harvested prior to them showing 
flowers, and in fact can be picked right 
now. Taking a long sharp knife and 
inserting it just under the plant, you 
can cut in off  very easily. Shake off  the 
dirt and wash them very good at home 
before cooking. The best place to har-
vest a few dandelions is at a farmer’s 
field, but be sure to ask permission 
first. They cook up rather quickly, some-

what like spinach, but need to have a 
good piece of  salt pork, and salt & pep-
per added when cooking them. After 
cooking they can be eaten as a side dish 
to any fish or meat. Placing a small 
amount of  vinegar prior to eating can 
add to the flavor. Give them a try and 
take the family along to help harvest a 
few of  these tasty greens.

Dandelions are also a good way 
to determine when tautog fishing 
starts. When the dandelions start to 
flower, it is time to pack up the rods, and 
go catch a few for the dinner table, and 
they go very good with some poached 
tautog fillets.

The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club will 
hold their annual trout fishing derby 
for members, this Saturday starting at 
8 a.m. Breakfast will be available. The 
pond was recently stocked with some 
very large trout. The Whitinsville fish 
& Game Club will hold their annual 
fishing derby on April 30, and will also 
serve a full breakfast.

Many people that had been work-
ing at home during the pandemic, 
and are now returning back to their 
office and have found that caring for 
their pets that they had purchased or 
adopted, are undecided what to do with 
them. Hopefully, they will do the right 
thing and find them a new home, or take 
them to an animal shelter. Abandoning 
them on the street, as many have done 
in the past, is cruel and dangerous for 
them. Do the right thing!

This is the time of  year to harvest a 
good supply of  nightcrawlers for the 
seasons fishing. Take along the family 
after dark, and visit some areas that 
have a good lawn. Be sure to ask for 

permission prior to picking the night-
crawlers. Using a flashlight carefully 
scan the lawn with the light, and you 
will find the crawlers laying on top of  
the ground for easy picking. It is best 
to do this after a good rain. Store them 
in a good dark cool place in some grass 
sods. A wooden box is preferred! Cover 
them with a damp rag bag, and check 
them weekly to ensure that they are 
keeping well.

Take A Kid Fishing And Keep Them 
Rods Bending.  

Photo Courtesy

Ice fishing ended on the bright side for Jerry 
Gareri last week, taking this big bass at a 
lake near his cabin in Maine.

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Start this year’s garden preparation with a soil test

Growing a beautiful land-
scape starts with the soil under 
your feet. The best place to start 
building a healthy soil foun-
dation is with a soil test. The 
results will tell you what type 
and how much, if  any, fertilizer 
is needed for the plants you are 
growing. Using the right type 
and amount of  fertilizer is also 
good for your budget and the 
environment.

Test the soil when starting 
a new garden or one that is 
struggling. Since soil and fer-
tilization practices vary great-
ly, collect and submit separate 
samples for each garden bed 
or landscape area to be tested. 
Repeat every four or five years 
to check on your garden main-
tenance.

You can take a soil test any-
time the ground is not frozen 
and you have not recently fer-
tilized. Early spring and fall 
are good times since you can 
make needed changes when 
preparing your garden.

Contact your local Extension 
service for details on submit-
ting a sample. If  they don’t 

have a soil testing lab, they 
will likely recommend a state 
certified lab that tests home 
lawn and garden soils, or you 
can search the internet for a 
certified lab near you.

Taking a soil test sample is 
simple. Use a clean trowel and 
bucket to gather a soil sample.

Slide away any mulch or 
debris on the soil surface. Use 
a trowel and remove a slice of  
soil that is four to six inches 
deep and right where the plant 
roots grow.

Take several samples 
throughout the garden you 
want to test. Collect samples 
from each edge and several 
throughout the middle of  the 
bed. Mix them together and 
place about a cup of  the soil 
in a plastic bag or the one pro-
vided by the lab. Be sure to 
complete and include the sub-
mission form. This includes a 
place to list the types of  plants 
that will be grown in the area 
being sampled. The lab uses 
this and test results to make 
the fertilization recommen-
dations. Send the sample and 
form together to the soil testing 
lab.

Allow several weeks for 
the test to be completed and 
the results to be returned. 
Most basic soil tests report 
the amount of  phosphorus 
and potassium in the soil. 
Phosphorus promotes flower-
ing, fruiting, and root devel-

opment. Potassium promotes 
drought tolerance, disease 
resistance and hardiness. 
Many soils are high to exces-
sive in these plant nutrients. 
You cannot remove the excess 
but should avoid adding to the 
problem. Soil test reports can 
help you do just that.

Most labs do not measure 
the amount of  nitrogen in the 
soil since the levels change 
quickly and are not easy to test 
accurately. Instead, they make 
nitrogen recommendations 
based on the plants you are 
or will grow in the area being 
tested.

Soil pH is also measured 
in most soil tests. Acidic soils 
with pH below neutral (7.0) are 
often referred to as sour, while 
alkaline soils with a pH above 
7.0 are called sweet.  Soil pH 
influences which nutrients in 
the soil are available for the 
plants to absorb and utilize for 
growth. Blueberries, azaleas, 
and red maples are examples 
of  acid-loving plants. Clematis, 
crabapples and spireas are a 
few of  the alkaline tolerant 
plants.

Always use soil test results 
when trying to change the pH. 
Lime is used to sweeten soils 
while sulfur is often used to 
lower pH. Using too much or 
the wrong amendment can neg-
atively impact the health and 
productivity of  your garden. 
Undoing misapplications can 

take years to correct. Growing 
plants suited to the soil pH may 
be the best solution for those 
with acceptable, although not 
ideal, soil pH.

Include soil testing when 
planning new gardens or help-
ing those that are struggling. 
Understanding your soil can 
help you create a strong foun-
dation important to the health, 
longevity and beauty of  your 
gardens and landscapes.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including The Midwest 

Gardener’s Handbook, 
2nd Edition and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD series and 
the nationally-syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Summit 
for her expertise to write this 
article. Her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Photo Melinda Myers

Before starting a new garden or planting one that has been struggling, 
take a soil test to know what, if any, fertilizer is needed to build a healthy 
soil foundation.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Easy Easter Ideas
KAREN

TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY: 9.3 acres, Privacy,  4 
room workshop, 2 car garage with 
man cave, Title 5 completed 
126 Old Southbridge Rd 
~$469,900

AUBURN: 6+ acre lot, Conven-
ient to highways, Private wooded 
location, Seller will supply perc.
320 South St ~ $179,900

DUDLEY: Contemporary 27’x54’ 
split, 4 bedrooms, Hardwoods, 2.5 
Baths, Family room. Cathedral ceil-
ing, Brady room, 3 season room
2 Lerner Dr ~ $449,900

WEBSTER: An elegant Victorian designed for entertaining...formal 
dining room with built in display cases...hardwood �ooring French 
doors leading to a den overlooking the grounds. Guests gathered in 
the 20’x20’ living room for conversation and socializing. �rough-
out the years the kitchen had been updated with custom cabinets 
and a Viking gas stove for those for those who enjoyed cooking and 
informal gathering. A grand stairway leads to the second level and 
o�ers 5 bedrooms and two baths. A third level may have been serv-

ants quarters at one time or cra� rooms. An opportunity exists to do some renovations to the property and 
restore additional living area. �e house is nested behind landscaping which a�ords an owner privacy and a 
potential pool in need of restoration. �is location has great highway access to Rtes. 290, 395, 146,Ma. Pike 
and 12 38 Klebart Ave ~ $599,900

ReMax Advantage 1• 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

ON DEPOSIT

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE –  301 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE - 65 Bates Point Rd – Eastern Exposure – Beautiful 
Sunrises! Year Round – Principle Residence - Second Home – Remodel 
– Tear it Down and Start Anew! The Choice is Yours! Set on a 12,449’ 
Lot, 50X249’, 50.7’ Waterfront! Plenty of Area for Expansion! Surrounded by 
Million Dollar Homes the Pallet is Yours to Create! 5+ Room Ranch with Full 
Walk-out Expandable Lower Level! Open Floor Plan! Applianced Kitchen, 
Dining Area and Living Room with Panoramic Water Views! 3 Bedrooms! 
Full Tile Bath! Oil Heat! Screened Porch! Detached Garage! Dock! Quick 
Closing! Summer is Just Around the Corner – Don’t Delay! $710,950.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY HAYDEN POND WATERFRONT – 48 Hayden Pond 
Rd! Recently Renovated, beautifully appointed, 5 Rm Waterfront 
Ranch! Enjoy sunsets, fishing & all water sports! Vinyl Composite 
decking & vinyl railings! Open floor plan! Cathedral ceilings w/
skylights! Din Rm w/slider to covered deck! Kit w/quartz counters & 
SS appliances! Liv Rm w/stunning views of the Pond! Comfortable 
Master w/generous closet & half bath! 2nd bedroom or office! 
Full bath w/washer/dryer hook ups! Full basement for storage 
or additional living space! Floating Dock! Shed! $525,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $336,900.00

DUDLEY – 67 Southbridge Road! 
6 Rm Ranch Set on 16,875’ Lot! 
Applianced Eat-in Kitchen! Dining 
Area and Fireplace Living Room w/
Hardwood Floors! 3 Bedrooms w/
Hardwood Floors and ample Closet 
Space! Spacious 11X14.5 Master! 
Full Tile Bath! Oil Heat! Garage!

$279,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 9 Park Rd! Spacious 2 
Family! 4/4 Rms! 2/2 Bdrms! 1/1 Baths! Easy 
Access! Walk to Webster Lake’s Memorial 
Beach! Same Floor Plan, 13x15 Eat-in Kits, 
13x22 Liv Rms w/Hrdwds, Spacious Bdrms 
w/Hrdwds, Full Baths w/Linen Closets! 3 
Season Porches, 1st Flr w/Composite Deck! 
“Buderus” Oil Heat! Replacement Windows! 2 
Car Garage! Lots of Potential! $309,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLD SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

Featured New Listing!

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.  

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side! of the Complex - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Buildable Waterfront Corner Lot, 9500 +/- 
sq ft. Sandy Beach. Town Water & Sewer 
Connections on the lot. $325,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons on Big & 
Beautiful Webster Lake. Completely up-
dated Hardwood & Ceramic. Center Island 
Kitchen. 6 Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must 
see. Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale $600,000.

WEBSTER - 7 BRODEUR AVENUE 

 DUDLEY - 7 SHINE AVENUE WEBSTER - 98 MINEBROOK RD  

RARE FIND ~ TO BE BUILT 
- SPRAWLING 2,200 SQFT+  
RANCH HOME! GARAGE  Level 
1/2 Acre Lot! FOUNDATION IS IN. 
Private backyard. GREAT LAYOUT!  
SOLID HARDWOOD FLOORS 
THROUGHOUT!

Better than new! 3100 Sq.Ft. of spacious living! METICULOUS, OVER-
SIZED CAPE w/CONTEMPORARY FLARE! CLEAN, UPDATED & SPA-
CIOUS! .62 Acre Lot, 120’+- Rd Front, Private Backyard, 9 RMS, Front-
To-Back Living Rm w/Frplc & scenic views, Open Flr Plan Kitchen/
Dining w/Slider to rear deck, 1st Flr Office, 2 Car Attd Garage, 2nd Flr 
Great Rm over garage. MSTR BR Suite w/MSTR Bath, 2 more LG BRs, 
2-1/2 Baths, LL BATH!  AN EXTRAORDINARY OFFERING!  Central Air, 
Central Vac. BEAUTIFULLY landscaped grounds. $549,000.

CAR/BOAT ENTHUSIASTS TAKE NOTE!  1.67 Acre 
Property Features 3 Buildings & 6 Garage Bays - 8’, 
10’ & 12’ Doors! Ample Space for all your TOYS!  
Close to I-395 & Webster Lake! A MUST SEE! - TOO 
MANY FEATURES TO LIST! *Cash or Special Financ-
ing due to its “Unfinished” status. $565,000.

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO WEBSTER LAKE - BLACK POINT ROAD   

SORRY, SOLD!

CONTRACTORS TAKE NOTICE! Single Family, need 
of Repair, 1,900 SF, 3 BRs, 1-1/2 Baths, 6,200 SF Lot, Oil 
Heat. City Gas avail. Architectural Character! SOLD “AS IS” 
- Submit Offers, Cash or Rehab Financing. $199,900.

Two Family, 2,113 SF, 9 Rms, 2 BRs, 2-1/2 
Baths,16,917 SF Lot  Det’d Garages for 3 Cars Great 
Opportunity for Owner Occupant! 

assisted sale  $297,000.

WEBSTER - 10 GRANITE STREET WEBSTER - 32 MAPLE STREET     

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD
Oxford - GENERAL BUSINESS ZONED! LAND - 124 - 
Southbridge Road “ROUTE 20” VACANT LEVEL LOT - To 
be Subdivided from 124 Southbridge Rd LOT# 3 on a 
Preliminary Survey Plan will be 39,549 SF (0.905 ACRES) 
with 96.92’ of Road Frontage. High Traffic, High Exposure 
Location. $419,00 

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 

Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.
Webster - COOPER RD - 3 BUILDABLE LOTS! Water & Sew-

er Access! 

SORRY, SOLD!  $79,900. 

Home of the 
Hope Real Estate Group 
43 East Main Street Webster

Come visit & 
Let’s Talk Real Estate!

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

New Listing!

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood



, 
Bob Lucier

Selling Dreams, 40 Years

1st Cornerstone Properties

Bob Lucier Broker/Associate
e: Luciersells@gmail.com
c: 603-828-2418
Licensed in MA, NH & FL

US Navy Veteran – Think, VA Loans

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 37 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street, Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

GRI, ABR, SRS, SRES, RENE, C2EX, MRP, PSA, E-PRO

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Buyers are looking for homes! 
Please call me for a free market analysis.

Over 20 years experience!

Over 20 years experience!

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
43 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2022

South Worcester County
$170,261,130.00 SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Buying or Selling a House?
Ask Diane or Jo-Ann about the 

Homes for Heroes™
Reward Program

774-239-2937  508-943-7669

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Meet 
Your Local 
Real Estate 

Professionals
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LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Stephen W. Gallant, 
Sr. and Cynthia J. Gallant to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., 
as mortgagee, acting solely as a nom-
inee for Mortgage Lenders of America, 
LLC, dated May 23, 2017 and recorded 
in Worcester County (Worcester Dis-
trict) Registry of Deeds in Book 57154, 
Page 361 (the “Mortgage”) of which 
mortgage U.S. Bank National Associ-
ation, not in its individual capacity but 
solely as trustee for RMTP Trust, Se-
ries 2021 BKM-TT is the present hold-
er by Assignment from Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for Mortgage 
Lenders of America, Limited Liability 
Company, its successors and assigns 
to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. dated May 
27, 2020 and recorded at said Registry 
of Deeds in Book 62474, Page 283, and 
Assignment from Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. to U.S. Bank National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as trustee for the RMAC Trust, Series 
2018 G-CTT dated March 3, 2021 and 
recorded at said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 64604, Page 58, and Assignment 
from U.S. Bank National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as trustee for the RMAC Trust, Series 
2018 G-CTT to U.S. Bank National As-
sociation, not in its individual capacity 
but solely as trustee for RMTP Trust, 
Series 2021 BKM-TT dated May 11, 
2021 and recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 65195, Page 185, for 
breach of conditions of said mortgage 
and for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same, the mortgaged premises locat-
ed at 43 Hawthorne Street, Auburn 
and Millbury, MA 01501 will be sold at 
a Public Auction at 11:00 AM on May 

3, 2022, at the mortgaged premises, 
more particularly described below, all 
and singular the premises described in 
said mortgage, to wit:
The following described real es-
tate situated partly in the Towns 
of Auburn and Millbury, Worces-
ter County, Massachusetts de-
scribed more particularly as follows:
BEGINNNING on the southerly line of 
Hawthorne Street in said Town of Au-
burn, at a point which is one hundred 
(100) feet westerly from the intersec-
tion of said Hawthorne Street with 
the southerly line of Brooks Street;

THENCE southerly by Lots #40 and 
#82 on a Plan hereinafter mentioned, 
two hundred feet (200) feet to the 
northerly line of Elmwood Street;
THENCE westerly by said northerly 
line of Elmwood Street, one hundred 
feet to a point at Lot #85 on said Plan;
THENCE northerly and parallel with 
the first described line by Lot #85 
and through Lot #38, about one 
hundred seventy (170) feet more 
or less to the southeasterly line 
of Hawthorne Street in two cours-
es one hundred and five (105) feet;
THENCE northeasterly by 
said line of Hawthorne Street 
to the point of beginning.
Being Lots #39, #83, #84 and the east-
erly part of Lot #38 on a Plan of Lots 
made by William I. Thompson, C.E., and 
recorded in the Worcester District Reg-
istry of Deeds, Plan Book 7, Plan 23.
Being the same premises conveyed 
by deed of Ami K. Beauregard and 
Mathieu M. Beauregard to Stephen W. 
Gallant, Sr. and Cynthia J. Gallant by 
deed recorded herewith.
For mortgagor’s title see deed record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
57154, Page 359.
The premises will be sold subject to 

any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qual-
ify as a bidder (the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) are exempt from 
this requirement); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of Sale upon ac-
ceptance of bid; balance of purchase 
price payable by certified check in thir-
ty (30) days from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 900 Chelms-
ford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or 
such other time as may be designated 
by mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
U.S. Bank National Association, not 
in its individual capacity but solely as 
trustee for RMTP Trust, Series 2021 
BKM-TT
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Gallant, Sr., Stephen W., 21-038359
April 8, 2022
April 15, 2022
April 22, 2022

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS

LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

22 SM 000675
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
David V. Shablin
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq)
Longbridge Financial LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Auburn, numbered 27 Chestnut Avenue, 
given by David V.Shablin to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for One Reverse 
Mortgage, LLC, dated May 17, 2018, 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 58871, Page 23 and now held 
by the Plaintiff by assignment,  has/
have filed with this court a complaint 
for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act.  If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer in 
this court at Three Pemberton Square, 
Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 2, 
2022 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
ground of noncompliance with the Act. 
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Justice 
of this Court on March 15, 2022.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
20692
April 8, 2022

LEGALS

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

NOW HIRING
Tree Worker/Ground Person

$20/hr 
Call 508-887-0702

Tree 
Length 

Firewood
7 cord load

$500 delivered
call 

508-887-0702

�is is a bene�t eligible, 22 hr. position located in our 
Senior Center. HS Diploma and 1-2 years of experience working 
with seniors in a nutritional or food service program required or 

an equivalent combination of education and experience. Must 
have Serve Safe certi�cation or be certi�able. Hiring range 

$15.74 - $17.79/hr. Deadline to apply is 4/8/2022. Position will 
remain open until �lled. To view the job description or to apply 

go to https://townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources

Town of Charlton
Kitchen Assistant

�is is a non-bene�ted, temporary position working 32 hours 
per week starting in May and continuing through November, 

in our Cemetery Department. Knowledge of operations of 
landscaping services preferred. Must be 18 and possess valid 
driver’s license. Hiring range $15.74 - $17.79/hr. Deadline to 

apply is 4/13/2022. Position will remain open until �lled. 
To view the job description or to apply go to 

https://townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources

Town of Charlton
Temporary Maintenance WorkerLooking for a healthy, 

dependable worker to join a local 
landscaping company. 

Will train. 
$21 per hour.

Call 508-248-5488
ask for Frank

LANDSCAPE WORKER NEEDED

DOUGLAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
1 Full-Time Custodian position 

 Elementary/Middle School
 Hours and school building are subject to change. Position is open until �lled.

Interested candidates should send a letter of interest,
resume, and three recent letters of recommendation to:

Je�rey Kollett, Facilities Manager, 21 Davis Street, Douglas, MA  01516
We are also looking for substitute custodians on an as needed basis

All appointments are conditional based on a 
satisfactory CORI and SAFIS Background check per 603 CMR 51.00

�e Douglas Public Schools is committed to maintaining a work and learning environment free from 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, pregnancy, gender identity, sexual ori-
entation, marital/civil union status, ancestry, place of birth, age, citizenship status, veteran status, political 
a�liation, genetic information or disability, as de�ned and required by state and federal laws. Additionally, 
we prohibit retaliation against individuals who oppose such discrimination and harassment or who partici-
pate in an equal opportunity investigation.

BE APART OF 
THE TEAM!
Opportunity to be part of a start-up Team in the concrete 

industry. We are looking for an experienced and motivated 
individual to help establish the company.

WANTED: TRUCK DRIVERS
Front discharge concrete barrel truck

WANTED: TRUCK DRIVERS
Rear discharge volume metric

 concrete truck
Must have Class B License, Hoisting License a plus, mechanically inclined, 

must pass drug screen, must have customer service attitude – sign on bonus
M-F be home every night, Health Benefits, 401k, Seasonal work – possibility for O.T.

Come join a young company establishing itself as a premier concrete ready mix 
provider in Central and Western Massachusetts. EOE Employer

508-770-1200

Easter bread is a tradition in many homes
Families share many Easter tradi-

tions. Easter in a home with people who 
trace their ancestry to Italy will likely 
feature “Pane di Pasqua,” which trans-
lates to “Easter Bread.”

Easter Bread is a ring of  sweet bread 
that can be adorned with candy sprin-
kles. Some people nestle colorful hard-
boiled eggs within the twisted dough 
as well. Traditionally, Pane di Pasqua 
is made on Good Friday to help break 
the Lenten fast for Easter. The follow-
ing recipe for “Pane di Pasqua” from 
“Feast of  the Seven Fishes: A Brooklyn 
Italian’s Recipes Celebrating Food & 
Family” (Powerhouse Books) by Daniel 
Paterna makes enough dough to share 
the bread with friends and family.

Pane di Pasqua
Yields 7 to 8 loaves

Dough
5 packages of  dry yeast (111⁄4 tea-

spoons proof  yeast in a 4-cup container)
5 pounds unbleached all-purpose 

flour (approximately 17 cups)
1 additional pound flour for add-

ing to dough if  needed, cleaning hands, 
and dusting boards and pans

31⁄2 cups sugar
Pinch of  salt

1 pound salted butter, softened, 
plus a bit more for coating rising dough

24 medium to large eggs, beaten
2 tablespoons anisette extract

Decorating
6 ounces rainbow-colored nonpa-

reil
3 egg yolks
3 tablespoons water

Combine the flour, sugar and salt in 
a 16-quart pot. Add the butter and mix 
by hand, squeezing and merging butter 
with the flour mixture. Add proofed 
yeast to the flour mixture; continue 
mixing ingredients.

Slowly stir in all the beaten eggs and 
anisette using a fork. Continue to mix 
until ingredients are combined and 
loose until dough begins to form.

Knead the dough with floured hands 
for approximately 45 minutes, or until it 
becomes smooth and elastic. Add flour 
to the dough if  needed, or to scrape the 
dough off  your hands and the bottom 
of  the pot. 

Once the dough is fully kneaded, leave 
it in the pot, lightly spread some butter 
over the top to keep it moist, and cover 
with a cloth. Leave at room temperature 
to rise for 8 hours or overnight. The 
dough is ready when it rises about 5 
times its size.

When the dough has fully risen, 
punch it down, turn it out onto a floured 
surface, and form it into a ball. Cut the 
dough into 7 or 8 smaller dough balls 
using a sharp knife. Then cut each 
ball in half. Roll each half  into strands 
approximately 16-inches long. To form 
a loaf, lay the strands side by side and 
cross them over at one end, offset by 3 
inches. 

Continue crossing one strand over 
the other while working the braid into 
a circle. The tie off  can be challeng-
ing. Join the circle by tucking one end 
under the other, pinch the dough firmly 
together to seal, maintaining the twist 
and thickness of  the loaf. Repeat with 
the remaining dough.

Butter and flour one 9-inch baking 
pan for each loaf. Place the braided 

loaves in individual pans and set aside, 
covered in a warm, draft-free place to 
rise for another hour until the dough 
rises about 30 percent more.

At this point, preheat the oven to 250 
F.

When the dough has risen, place the 
pans into the oven for about 10 minutes, 
then raise the temperature to 325 F. 
Bake until the bread is a dark golden 
brown and makes a hollow sound when 
lightly tapped on the bottom.

Prepare the egg wash for decorating. 
In a small bowl, beat the 3 egg yolks 
with 3 tablespoons of  water and set 
aside.

When the breads are fully baked, 
remove them from the oven and pan 
using oven mitts, then decorate imme-
diately. Brush the egg wash onto the hot 
surface of  each loaf  and sprinkle with 
the colored confetti. Set the loaves to 
cool the racks. Slice a wedge and spread 
with butter.  
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PRE-SEASON 
BIKE SALE!
e-bikes In 

Stock

We Repair Bikes!

PRE-SEASON A/C’S – HUNDREDS IN STOCK!   
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!

“Spring is in 
the air!”

WEDNESDAYS
Family Meal Specials

Starting at $35.95!

THURSDAYS
Senior Citizen Day!

15% OFF

Rt. 20, 630 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Get outside and let us do the cooking! 

I am a very special little girl! 
Raelynn is a sweet young girl 

of Caucasian descent who enjoys 
playing with her toys, listening to 
music, going outside on the swings 
and taking long walks in her stroll-
er. Raelynn also loves receiving at-
tention and having physical contact 
with those around her. Her social 
worker describes her as “precious” 
and “very special.” 

Raelynn has complex medical 
needs and with support she has 
been able to make great progress. 
She is currently not able to walk or 
crawl, and will most likely be wheel-
chair dependent. However, her pro-
viders say that over the past year 
she has made great progress in 
terms of her health and cognitive 
development, and especially in her 
social development. Although Rae-

lynn has resided in a medical facility her whole life, she has recently been able 
to transition to a specialized foster home. 

Legally freed for adoption, Raelynn’s social worker is seeking a loving fam-
ily of any constellation that is able to support her medical and developmental 
needs. Her social worker feels that Raelynn will do well as an only-child or with 
siblings. Any family for Raelynn must be open to helping her maintain a rela-
tionship with her paternal grandparents who are very involved in her care and 
medical treatment. 

www.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/child/7731  

Can I Adopt? 
 If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 

your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive par-
ents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or home-
owners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have 
to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in Massachusetts. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These steps will help match 
you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adop-
tion Resource Exchange (MARE) at (617) 964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. 
Start the process today and give a waiting child a permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Raelynn - 04/10 
Age 4 

1. Make formal introductions, 
get to know your neighbors.

2. Get out there, Participate
3. Build a community network
4. Assist those who need 

extra care
5. Keep promises, 

Try your best to keep your word
6. Manage confrontations, If a   

problem should arise try your 
best to handle it tactfully

7. Pool resources. Sharing 
resources can save money and 
build a sense of community

8. Be a neighbors’ eyes and ears, 
just keeping an eye out for your 
neighbors can be a help.

9. Organize a community project, 
neighbors worked together for 
the community’s greater good

10. Act responsibly, When 
neighbors have good boundaries, 
are respectful and considerate, 
and offer assistance to one 
another, it creates a lot of good 
will and trust and long-term, close 
relationships can grow,

TRUST
Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com

ADVERTISING
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