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Masonic lodge outfits Auburn police
cruisers with Throw Bags

AUBURN — Joel H.
Prouty Lodge A.F. &
A.M., fraternal organi-
zation of freemasons,
requested a project for
this masonic year that
we could responded to,
by the membership, as
a community project for
the lodge to fund.

We approached
the Auburn Police
Department and were
told that they had
a need for each one of
their cruisers to have a
first responder device
known as a 75-foot Throw
Bags utilized for Ice &
Water Rescue so that an

on-scene officer respond-
ing can start the process
of rescue until addi-
tional help arrives. The
device was researched
and addressed with the
supplier, and funded
through the lodge. The 25
bags arrived at Auburn
Police  Headquarters,
with a training video,
and officers were trained
and bags distributed after
roll call.

The masonic fraternity
is chartered to be a mem-
ber of the community and
to extend a hand to help,
aid, and assist our fellow
man. We are glad that we

Vaccine hopefuls

experierce issues
with state Web site

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION - State officials approved new priority
groups for vaccine eligibility last month, but residents
encountered immediate problems.

Within hours of the state announcing COVID-19
vaccine eligibility for residents 65 and over, as well as
individuals with two or more health conditions, the
state’s vaccine scheduling website crashed.

“Vaccine appointments are being added throughout
the morning on vaxfinder.mass.gov,” read a Feb. 16
statement posted by state officials on the Web site.
“Due to very high website traffic, you may experience

a delay in booking.”

Local officials were worried about an unmanageable
swell in vaccine registration attempts, after Governor
Charlie Baker announced an honor system policy for
comorbidities. As of Feb. 26, anyone in the state could
schedule a vaccination and claim to have two or more
health conditions, with no medical documentation

required for proof.

State officials also saw problems with the newly
created COVID-19 phone hotline for priority groups.
The hotline was quickly inundated with calls from
throughout the state, and many residents were unable

to reach a service agent.

Over the last two weeks, frustrated residents from
across the region have reached out to their legislators

for assistance.

were able to take on this
task during these trying
times.

Joel H. Prouty
Lodge AF. & AM. has
been in this communi-
ty since March 27, 1927,
and over the years, has
been instrumental in
granting scholarships
to Auburn High School
students, running food
drives through all kinds
of weather to resupply
Auburn Youth & Family
Services pantry, and
members are always
ready to step up for taking
on community projects.
The fraternity has many
current and retired First
Responders, EMS, Fire,
and Police, and respect
their service.

Please also remem-
ber these individuals
on this upcoming 20th
Anniversary of 911, that
they are the ones run-
ning towards the danger,
when everyone else is
running away from it.

Courtesy

Pictured: Kevin O’Donnell, Master of Joel H. Prouty Lodge, with Auburn Police Officers Daniel
Dyson, Brian Kennedy, & Matthew Rodwill. Picture taken by Sgt. Fred LaFlash.

Charlton disbands Traffic Commission

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON-Thetown
of Charlton has official-
ly disbanded its Civilian
Traffic Commission, but
that does not mean the
end for the civilian group
which was formed in
2017 to help brainstorm
and gather information
on traffic concerns in the
town.

In early 2020, before
the pandemic hit, mem-
bers of the commission
approached the Board of
Selectmen discussing the
limited power of the com-
mission as a think tank.
There were further dis-
cussions about restruc-
turing the commission to
involve more town offi-
cials. Since then, the topic
was set aside to handle

the pressing matters of
the pandemic, but a little
over a year later, during
a Feb. 23 meeting of the
Board of Selectmen. the
fate of the commission
in its current form was
decided.

Selectman Bill
Borowski requested that
the commission be put on
the agenda for the meet-
ing sparking a brief dis-
cussion where Borowski
noted that a decision on
the commission was left
mostly unresolved last
year.

“We’ve been kind of
talking about this for
a little bit now. I think
there’s been some either
misunderstanding or
miscommunication
along the way. I don’t
believe everyone is
certain around where
things currently stand,”

Borowski told select-
men citing the early 2020
meetings where the com-
mission sought direction
on its future. “I think we
just need to make a deci-
sion of do we disband it
for now and think about
it later — or do we say
we want to reconstitute it
with this type of charge.”

Selectmen turned to
Town  Administrator
Andrew Golas for his
input on the matter.
Golas recommended that
the board disband the
commission and leave
the door open to recon-
struct it if they so choose.

“T’'d say it might be a
good move now because
it’s been so long that they
haven’t met to really just
close out the commission
and review the charge
and reissue, then try to
gain a new membership,”

“People have had a lot of difficulties with try-

said Golas.

Selectmen unanimous-
ly voted to disband the
commission but agreed
that they will revisit it
in the “not-too-distant
future” as Charlton still
has traffic issues that
need to be resolved. It
was also recommended
that Golas work with the
incoming police chief
to make sure the work
done by the commission
is put to use. Selectmen
also asked Golas to reach
out to the outgoing mem-
bers and thank them for
their work on the com-
mission. The topic of the
commission will remain
on forthcoming Board of
Selectmen meeting war-
rants to allow for contin-
ued discussion should
the need arise.

ing to schedule their vaccines. It’s a tall order to
ramp up something like this so quickly,” said State
Representative Peter Durant, of Spencer. “I under-
stand the frustration everyone is feeling. People have
been very patient with this process, and we have
pushed the state to fix these problems as quickly as
possible.”

Local legislators have also helped navigate seniors
who do not have access to computers or technologies.
Additionally, family members and neighbors have
been forced to step up and assist seniors with the
scheduling process. Legislators wish the state’s rollout
plan could have been better organized to prevent the
many issues that have arisen.

“It has been very frustrating not to hear of the
Governor’s plans in a timely manner, or to have more
input on the decisions that not only change daily, but
have a disproportionate effect on our rural areas,”
said Sen. Anne Gobi.

Officials and seniors are also upset with the wide-
spread abuse that has occurred with the vaccine
scheduling system. Last month, state officials were
pressured by legislators to do away with a policy
enabling caregivers of seniors to receive the vaccine
alongside them. This led to extensive fraud, officials
said.

Local leaders also believe the honor system policy
might need to be evaluated as more priority groups
are approved. Officials are committed to ensuring that
there are enough available slots on the schedule for
seniors wishing to get vaccinated.

“Unfortunately, there are always going to be people
who will abuse any system that comes along,” Rep.
Durant said.

Local legislators commend the work of the
Harrington Healthcare System staff, which contin-
ues to run a vaccination site at the Southbridge
Community Center.

Courtesy

State Rep. Paul K. Frost (R-Auburn) was sworn into office on Jan. 6 along with other members
of the State Legislature, marking the start of the next two year session over 2021-2022. This
begins Frost’s 13th term in office.

Frost enters the new term

. L. BOSTON — State having never missed a
To learn more about the Harrington vaccination pen” paul K. Frost recorded roll call vote For the new ses-
site, or to schedule a vac- (g Ayhurn) was sworn in the Massachusetts sion, Frost was re-ap-
cination appointment, VISt jh5  office on Jan. House of Representatives pointed as a member
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www.harringtonhospital.
org. You must register
your appointment through
the Harrington Healthcare
System’s online portal.

6 along with other
members of the State
Legislature, marking
the start of the next two
year session over 2021-
2022. This begins Frost’s
13th term in office.

after first taking office in
January of 1997. At the
conclusion of the 2019-
2020 session, Frost’s vot-
ing streak has extended
to a total of 6,861consec-
utive votes cast over the
past 24 years.

of House Republican
Floor Leadership as
the Assistant House
Minority Whip. Frost
was appointed the rank-
ing Republican member
to the newly formed Joint
Committee on COVID-

Frost announces start new
legislative session

19 & Emergency
Preparedness &
Management. He will

also serve as the rank-
ing Republican member
to the Special Committee
on Redistricting and
Reapportionment, as well
as the Joint Committee
on Cannabis Policy.

Frost said, “I'm once
againhonoredtoreturnas
the State Representative
for Auburn, Charlton,
Millbury and Oxford. I'm
also honored to be serv-
ing as a member of lead-
ership again, as well as
serve on committees for
significant matters fac-
ing our Commonwealth
over the next few years. I
look forward to the chal-
lenges each of these tasks
present on behalf of the
communities and people
I serve in my district.”

Representative Paul
Frost serves the 7th
Worcester District, com-
prised of the Towns of
Auburn, Charlton (pre-
cinct 4), Millbury and
Oxford (precincts 2 & 3).
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Bay Path nursing students help give
COVID-19 vaccinations

SOUTHBRIDGE — Health depart-
ments and hospitals around the state
are continuing to work to vaccinate
as many people as possible, and for
Harrington Hospital, that means

the inclusion of help from Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy students.
Harrington Hospital and Bay Path
Practical Nursing Academy have part-
nered to help administer more vaccines
to the community. The practical nurs-
ing students who are on term 2 and on

their medical-surgical nursing clinical
rotation have been asked to help at the
vaccine clinic at the Armory.

For clinical facilitators like Professor
Cheryl Cahill, MSN Ed, RN, this is a
wonderful opportunity for her students.

“The students are doing a wonderful
job providing pre-vaccination teaching,
obtaining informed consent for vac-
cines, administering COVID vaccines,
and monitoring patients after the vac-
cines are given. They really feel part
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of the team at Harrington. We are so
happy to be of service during this pan-
demic” said Cahill.

The sentiment is echoed by Gretheline
Bolandrina, MSN Ed, RN, CRRN,
Academy Director, who said “This is an
unbelievable opportunity for our practi-
cal nursing students to participate in a
history making event like this.”

Clearly in line with service learning.

“The opportunity allows our stu-
dents to fine tune their skills in some-

Federated Church of Sturbridge & Fiskdale
announces annual Irish Dinner

STURBRIDGE — This year’s traditional Irish Feast, part of
the Publick House Historic Inn & Country Lodge community
supper program to benefit the Federated Church of Sturbridge
& Fiskdale, will be a wee bit different from prior years.

tradition, the annual St. Patrick’s Day

feast, slated for Wednesday, March 17, is being promoted as a
pre-packaged, hot corned beef dinner for two, and the entire
meal is being prepared “to go” by the Publick House staff, with
convenient curbside pickup in the restaurant’s main parking

Dinner for Two includes one and a half pounds of corned
beef, boiled potatoes, carrots, turnips, and cabbage, two din-
ner rolls, two pieces of Irish soda bread and two cupcakes.
Tickets are $30 and may be purchased for one of two pickup
times, 4:30 — 5:30 p.m. or 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased in person at the Church office,
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to noon. They are also available

on PayPal for either of the two pickup
times by visiting the church website
at sturfed.org. The deadline for purchas-
ing tickets is March 11.

For additional ticket information,
please call the church office at 774-304-
1021.
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Large outdoor play area  Safe family neighborhood

KERRI PETERSON (508) 909-4103

To PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
(508) 909-4111

To PRINT AN OBITUARY:
CALL: 508-909-4149
To SusmIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

To SuBmIT CALENDAR ITEMS:

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 8:30A-4.30PM .
T0 SUBSCRIBE, OR FOR SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES

E-MALL kerri@stonebridgepress.news

To Fax THE AUBURN NEWS: (508)764-8015
E-MAILL obits@stonebridgepress.news
FAX 10 BRENDAN BERUBE  508-764-8015
E-MAIL THE EDITOR AT news@stonebridgepress.news

E-MAIL news@stonebridgepress.news
THE AUBURN NEWS (546-680) is published weekly for $45 per
year (in county) by Stonebridge Press, 25 Elm St., Southbridge,
MA 01550. Out of county rate is $56 per year. Periodicals
postage paid at Southbridge. To subscribe call
(800) 367-9898. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
The Auburn News, P.0. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

AUBURN NEWS
STAFF DIRECTORY

EDITOR
BRENDAN BERUBE
(508) 909-4106

news@stonebridgepress.news

LocAL NEWS AND ADVERTISING
Phone: (508) 764-4325
Fax : (508) 764-8015

To PLACE A RETAIL AD
JUNE SIMAKAUKAS
(508)909-4062

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

A STONEBRIDGE PRESS PUBLICATION

PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
FRANK G. CHILINSKI
(508) 909-4101
frank @stonebridgepress.news
BUSINESS MANAGER
RYAN CORNEAU
(603) 677-9082
ryan@salmonpress.news
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Jim DIN1COLA
(508) 764-4325
Ebitor
BRENDAN BERUBE
(508) 909-4106
news@stonebridgepress.news
ProDUCTION MANAGER
JULIE CLARKE
(508) 909-4105

production@stonebridgepress.news

STONEBRIDGE PRESS PHOTO POLICY

As a community oriented family of newspapers, Stonebridge Press
welcomes photos from readers, business ouners, and other outside
sources for publication in any of its titles. Any photos submitted for
publication become the property of Stonebridge Press, and may
be displayed in our newspapers, as well as on our Web site. They
may also be made available for resale, with any proceeds going to
Stonebridge Press and/or the photo re-print vendor.

thing that we don’t always get a lot of
opportunity to do IM injections,” said
Bolandrina.

Over the past weeks, students under
the supervision of their clinical facilita-
tor worked alongside other healthcare
workers at the Armory.

“We are grateful for the opportu-
nity to assist at the Armory! On top
of being able to practice giving vac-
cines, I enjoy being able to see all of the
details to ensure that the clinic is able
to run smoothly. It is a very informative
learning environment!” stated Carolyn
Jenkins of Cherry Valley.

“I am really grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be able to learn, help, and
make change. The people’s appreciation
makes me feel good too,” shared Tianna
Welcome of Oxford.

Proposed bylaw
change sparks
debate

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — A potential bylaw
change concerning the Building
Commissioner position in Charlton
sparked some debate among selectmen
during a livestreamed meeting on Feb.
23.

In December of 2020, Town
Administrator Andrew Golas provid-
ed a proposed version of an amended
Building Commissioner Bylaw meant
to define the Building Commissioner as
the authority that inspectors in the town
will answer to on a regular basis. Golas
stressed the bylaw amendments don’t
add, remove or regrade any positions
in the town and that the salary would
remain the same.

“The biggest change is that the wir-
ing, gas and plumbing inspectors would
essentially all answer to the Building
Commissioner in a formal process,”
Golas said of the amendments. “The way
the bylaw is currently laid out is that
they all act as independent inspectors
under their own jurisdictions. While
they do currently seek the commission-
er’s guidance on things there’s no formal
hierarchy. This would essentially estab-
lish the hierarchy of that position.”

The potential ripple effect of the chang-
es caused some selectmen to pause feel-
ing that they were effectively creating a
new management position which would
inevitably change the paygrade of the
job. Selectman Patsy Rydlak said that
she wasn’t convinced the job wouldn’t
change beyond the authority in the
future.

“When you’re giving new formal
responsibility, it just seems odd that
there wouldn’t be any pay change with
now having people officially reporting
to you,” Rydlak said. “We’re formal-
ly changing who people are reporting
to and that’s pretty significant when
you’re talking about changes to human
resources process.”

Selectman Stephen Koronis later
agreed feeling that the amendments
change the overall status of the commis-
sioner job.

“It sounds a lot like a new department
head, just in my opinion. I'm not for or
against it at this point but just so people
understand. This is going to be a town
meeting vote anyway,” Koronis said.

Selectman David Singer sought to
clarify the intent of the amendments
saying that the inspectors already work
with the commissioner’s office and thus
this is not an addition of positions or
adding new authority but more solidi-
fying the status of the commissioner in
relationship to the inspectors.

“This is not addressing any change
actually in roll or responsibility. All
we have done is make some changes to
address process,” said Singer. “We’re
not adding new authority over addition-
al partners for the town or employees.
It’s the status quo.”

The debate continued into the appoint-
ment length included in the bylaw which
was presented as three years. Some
selectmen felt that three years was too
long and that a single-year appointment
was more appropriate. Selectmen agreed
to hold off on adding the bylaw amend-
ment to the May town meeting warrant
until concluding discussing the topic
during their meeting in early March
where Town Administrator Golas is
also expected to bring recommendations
from town counsel.

ALMANAC
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$160,000, 43 Berlin St, USA HUD, to
Equity T Co.




Friday, March 5, 2021 ® THE AUBURN NEWS ¢ 3

Country Bank welcomes new commercial lender

WARE — Country Bank, a full-service
financial institution serving central
and western Massachusetts, is pleased
to announce that Seth Arvanites has
joined their Commercial Lending
Division.

Arvanites, who resides in
Belchertown, has been in the commer-
cial lending industry for 22 years. He
came to Country Bank from Peoples
United and earned a Bachelor’s Degree
in both Political Science and Geography
from Syracuse University.

“The best part of this role is getting
to meet, learn about, and serve the
people and businesses in the commu-
nity. The great people I've worked with
over the years instilled in me the value
of kindness, responsiveness, flexibility
and teamwork,” stated Arvanites. “I'm
excited for the opportunity and I look
forward to getting to know my clients
and teammates.”

“We are excited to welcome Seth to the
Commercial Banking Team at Country

Seth Arvanites

level of customer service is evident, and

as a partner with our business custom-
ers to enhance their businesses and the
communities they serve. Seth’s trust-
ed approach to Commercial Banking
aligns with the Bank’siSTEP Corporate
Values of Integrity, Service, Teamwork,
Excellence and Prosperity, and we are
pleased that he has chosen Country
Bank to be his Employer of Choice,”
stated Miriam Siegel, First Senior Vice
President, Human Resources.

Arvanites can be reached at sarvan-
ites@countrybank.com or at 413-277-
2106.

About Country Bank

Country Bank is a full-service mutual
community bank serving central and
western Massachusetts with 14 offic-
es in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield,
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham,
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton
and Worcester. Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF and the SUM network.
Country Bank can be reached at 800-322-

Bank. Seth’s commitment to a high We are excited for him to begin working 8233 or online at countrybank.com.
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Accuracy WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy
in all its news reports. Although numerous
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate
reporting, mistakes can occur,

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during
normal business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice
mailbox. The editor will return your phone
call.

Ecological forum urges treatment of Earth “as a relationship”

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

What would an ecological civilization
look like?

Last Thursday’s hour-long online
forum could only touch the surface,
but its Yes! Magazine-recruited panel-
ists did hone in on one crucial thing:
a change of attitude in how we treat
Earth.

“If you respect Mother Earth” it’s pos-
sible, Winona LaDuke said. But today’s
system practices “Windigo economics”
— a reference to the cannibal monster
seen in several Native legends, which
often drives people mad before eating
them. To her, that’s what capitalism
does to people and Earth, while Native
peoples “hung out here 10,000 years and
didn’t make a mess of things.”

LaDuke, an Anishinabe activist and
Green Party vice presidential candidate
in 1996 and 2000, joined food sover-
eignty activist Leah Penniman (a for-
mer central Mass resident) and author
Jeremy Lent to talk for an audience
of about 3000. They were moderated
by Yes! Publisher Zenobia Warfield
and Institute of Ecological Civilization
cofounder Andrew Schwartz.

“Our entire food system and our
entire economy is based on the exploita-
tion of land and labor,” with indigenous
and other minorities often the work-
ers while the few, often white, profit,
Penniman said. In the past, that often
manifested as overt slavery; today, it’s a
little more subtle, with people routinely
being jailed and “rented back” to corpo-
rations to labor for far-below-minimum
wage.

“To corporations, people and land are
resources to be gobbled up for the few,”
she said.

Citing an elder from her Yoruba/
Dahomey heritage, she added, “Clearly,
you are all sick because you treat Earth
as a commodity, not as a relationship.”
Change that, “and everything flows
from there.”

A big part of it, she added, is that
we’d normally ask another person’s
consent to do something to them, but
our culture never asks Earth. To indig-
enous peoples the world over, “we are
the younger siblings of Creation,” with
other species, mountains, rivers and
other parts of Nature being our elders,
with experience they’re willing to
impart if we listen and ask.

Traditionally, tribes asked using
countless forms of divination, dance
and prayer, which exist in all cultures
if you delve into the history far enough.
That point led to something the partici-
pants all saw as important: the need to
find roots in one’s own heritage without
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stealing from others. Even in European
ancestry, there were cultures who hon-
ored the human-Earth relationship, and
threads of those ideas were picked up by
the mainstream culture and religions.

Indigenous peoples, Penniman added,
“have been survivors of apocalypse”
and can therefore teach how to move on.
By that, she’s referring to colonial con-
quest and, especially in the Americas,
the massive death-toll from European
diseases over the last several centuries.

To Schwartz, such a mentality change
is part of “reclaiming the commons.”
While that has typically meant reclaim-
ing the right of communities to use
the land for sustenance in the face of
privatization for commodity agricul-
ture and other development, he said he
also means it in the sense of taking the
Internet and other aspects of society
from corporate control.

Lent agreed, saying technology,
language, the Web and other things
are “part of untold generations of our
ancestors creating something that’s
everyone’s heritage.” It’s “the common
wealth,” so “every human being who’s
born has a right to share that,” he said.

“We've got to stand up as a global
community and bring back the com-
mons,” he added.

In some ways, that’s slowly happen-
ing. Lent cited fairly recent changes
in European law to “declare ecocide a
crime” and confront corporate pollut-
ers.

Elsewhere, there are efforts to
enshrine Earth rights into law — for
example, Toledo OH voters approved
doing so for Lake Erie, and Orange
County FL did so for rivers last year.
In a few places, such as Bolivia and
Ecuador, such rights are in the national
constitution.

LaDuke noted such relocalization is
critical. Everywhere has seen similar
“conflict between the cannibals and
Mother Earth,” so there are many ways
to get involved. Often, that can take
the form of being “a water protector,”
but in general it means first getting to
know “the land to which we belong” —
an idea that’s polar opposite to Western
practices.

Overall, her goal is “to end the slav-
ery of Mother Earth,” she said.

“We don’t have to solve all the prob-
lems ourselves,” Lent observed, noting
we just need to “be a small part ...
and connect to [the larger effort] like
a mycorrhizal fungal network under-
ground.”

In forests, such networks allow trees
and other plants over a wide area to
share nutrients and communicate bio-
chemically as an interdependent com-
munity. Penniman compared it to tradi-

tional susu economics in Ghana, where
everyone contributes something and
gets back what they need.

Comparing it to a butterfly’s wing-
lets, she noted there are four main ways
people can get involved: resist further
abuses of Earth, work to reform the
laws, help build alternative institu-
tions, and be healers of both land and
people because “there’s a whole lot of
trauma out there.”

“If you care about life, ...it’s going to
happen because all of us move togeth-
er ... toward a life-affirming future,”
Lent added. “It’s possible to transform
it when enough of us work together.”

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
Steeves2@gmail.com.
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Hi! My name is Angel
and | love to be helpful!

Angel is a very polite and ac-
tive young boy of Hispanic de-
scent. He loves doing arts and
crafts and playing with trucks!
The foster family he is currently
placed with describes him as
being very helpful, intelligent,
and a good listener. Angel does
well with structure, routine, and
guidance and would like a fam-
ily who is able to provide him
with that.

Legally freed for adoption,
Angel would benefit being part

Angel
Age 7

contact with after placement.

will be a good match for.

ensure he thrives by continuing the services that are currently in place
to address his intellectual and emotional needs. He would do best in
a patient, nurturing, and consistent environment. Angel shares rela-
tionships with his birth parents, who he currently visits with individually
on a bi-weekly basis, as well as two siblings he would need to have

Who Can Adopt?

Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs?
If you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, in-
terviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and
if so, to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit
www.mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will
have a permanent place to call home.

of a two-parent family with or
without older children in the
home. A family for Angel must
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Area fairs, festivals anxious but hopeful

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION - The state continues to
recover from the pandemic, but not
nearly fast enough to salvage major
spring fairs and festivals.

Last month, West Brookfield’s
Asparagus and Flower Heritage
Festival became the latest local event
to be scrapped for 2021. It joins several
other canceled festivals and craft fairs,
with others in jeopardy throughout the
region.

For residents, it was disappointing
to receive news that the Asparagus
Festival tradition would be lost for the
second straight year due to COVID-19.

But for local crafters, vendors, and art-
ists, the loss of festivals has devastated
their businesses. While residents can
always look forward to their favorite
traditions returning in 2022, several
crafters hope their businesses survive
that long.

Meanwhile, multiple vendors who
attend the Brimfield Antique Show are
desperate for the event to take place
this year after all three shows were
canceled in 2020.

“We are keeping our fingers crossed
and hoping we can have the show in
May,” said Pam Moriarty, a co-owner
of the Heart O’ The Mart showgrounds
in Brimfield. “The dealers and vendors
can’t wait to get back. Everything is up
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in the air right now.”

Added Lori Faxon, who owns Dealer’s
Choice Antique Shows in Brimfield,
“This has been a very hard year, not
just for dealers but also for all the local
hotels, restaurants, and shops that rely
on income from guests every year. This
has impacted everyone’s business in
one way or another.”

Lost parking revenue has also taken
a toll on local residents and businesses.
On a single day at the antique show,
thousands of guests are paying for park-
ing throughout the day, then dining
and shopping at local establishments
afterward.

The 2021 antique show slate in
Brimfield is scheduled for May 11-16,
July 13-18, and Sept. 7-12. Owners and
dealers were informed that a final deci-
sion on the May event will be made on
or before March 31.

“Even if we can’t have the May show,
we are confident that we will have
the July and September shows,” added
Moriarty, who has owned her business
for 40 years.

Because festivals and craft fairs draw
guests from throughout the state and
the country, local officials and health
boards are using caution about recom-

mendations. They also must consider
whether state restrictions on gather-
ings will be lifted in time for the events.
Gov. Charlie Baker’s administration
has repeatedly promoted a phased,
careful return of public events state-
wide to avoid outbreaks.

“We totally understand that everyone
is trying to keep the event as safe as
possible. A lot of this depends on state
health officials,” Moriarty said of the
May antique show in Brimfield.

Local officials recognize that even
after the majority of residents get vac-
cinated, masks, social distancing, and
other precautions may still be needed
at spring and summer festivals to pro-
tect those who haven’t been vaccinated
yet. This may change how local tra-
ditions look in 2021, but residents are
prepared to make the sacrifices if they
are able to salvage their favorite events.

To learn more about whether fairs
and festivals will take place in your
town this year, check the community
website in the coming weeks. Plans
have not yet been announced for the
Leicester Harvest Fair, Christmas in
July, the Spencer Fair, and several oth-
ers.

T

- e A
Brinificld AntiqueFleaMarket:Cox
Courtesy

A decision is expected by March 31 as to whether the Brimfield Antique Show scheduled for
May 11-16 will be held as planned.

Charlton seeking local
agreement with NEC

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON - Charlton
is seeking to negotiate a
host community agree-
ment to ensure local
interests are protected as
part of the plan to build a
natural gas storage site
on Route 169 between
Incom and Millennium
Power.

“Without an individual
agreement, the town is at
the mercy of EFSB” and
would lose all control,”
said Town Administrator
Andrew Golas, referring
to the state’s Energy
Facilities Siting Board.

The goal is to draft
a document that will
address public safety,
decommissioning costs,
penalties for violations
and what information
developer Northeast
Energy Center needs to
provide.

Additionally, he
intends to seek a separate
agreement ensuring NEC
pays payments in lieu of
taxes (as Millennium now
does); that would have
to go to Town Meeting
for ultimate approval.
Selectman Bill Borowski
said utilities often seek
various tax breaks, so
towns need to create such
agreements to get any
money from them.

“This is not a discre-
tionary decision” for
Charlton, Borowski
observed. “The state is
going to decide wheth-
er or not it’s going to go
there.”

Last week, selectmen
convened an online pub-
lic forum to start that
process by asking the
community what con-
cerns they wished to have
considered. Not many
were raised, but Fire
Chief Ed Knopf did say
he had already pointed
out the 13-percent slope of
the access road could be
an issue for emergency
vehicles. While the plans
have since been revised,
he said he has not seen
the changes.

NEC is proposing
to build a single 2-mil-
lion-gallon storage tank
with its associated on-
and off-loading equip-

ment, various safety
features, and pipeline
interconnections to the
north-south Tennessee
Gas line on the other side
of Route 169 and Cady
Brook. That last point
is a recent change, as is
building a related moni-
toring station. Originally,
it sought to connect to
the east-west Kinder
Morgan pipeline farther
north, without cross-
ing route 169, by cross-
ing Millennium Power
property, but spokes-
man Boris Brevnov said
Kinder Morgan wanted
to avoid “commingling”
its sources of gas.

Brevnov tried to allay
concerns by citing some
of the same things he
said in previous public
events on the 15-acre
project. Namely, he
noted Massachusetts
has already hosted three
similar, larger facilities
“for 50-60 years” without
major problems. This
project would be quite a
bit smaller than NEC’s
Philadelphia site, which
is right in an urban area.

He claimed the state
has “a very, very method-
ical approach” to siting
such facilities that’s
“assessed through multi-
ple dimensions” and lots
of science. Among other
areas, the state is looking
at air emissions (that’s
the DEP permit specifi-
cally), noise, vibrations,
wetlands issues, traffic
impact and will even
require replacement
planting of trees they
remove, he said.

“We're trying to mini-
mize the environmental
impact and footprint of
the project,” Brevnov
said, adding that he sees
its location next to Incom
as a plus, because the
company ‘“needs an ener-
gy backup” for its solar
array.

Under state law,
energy facilities do not
have to go through the
local planning and zon-
ing permitting pro-
cess, unlike almost any
other business. Instead,
they’re subject to hear-
ings through the EFSB,
Department of Public
Utilities, and Department

of Environmental
Protection which have
been wading through
nearly two years of
changes, delays and
other issues. DEP plans
on publishing its draft air
quality permit soon, with
a 30-day public comment
period after that.

DEP’srecently released
project fact sheet notes
the site is considered to be
in an “environmental jus-
tice” community because
more than a quarter of
the people living within
one mile are minorities.
NEC plans to liquefy
about 168,240 gallons per
day for truck transport
to regional National Grid
natural gas storage facili-
ties. In the process, it will
release various kinds of
pollutants: carbon mon-
oxide, variously-sized
particulates, sulfur diox-
ide, nitrogen dioxide,
and the unspecified “haz-
ardous air pollutants.”
NEC’s own models claim
such pollutants will be
“below the applicable
requirements,” it states.

The attached map
makes it clear the minori-
ty area is the Southbridge
part of that mile radi-
us. At the most recent
Town Council meet-
ing, Southbridge Town
Manager Michael McCall
said he plans to organize
a public forum to address
Southbridge’s interests
due to the site’s proxim-
ity to town. In previous
hearings on this project,
Southbridge officials
have noted that emer-
gencies up there would
be very likely to require
a mutual aid response
from Southbridge.

The lack of public com-
ments didn’t really sur-
prise the selectmen, with
Bill Borowski saying
“it’s neither side’s first
rodeo.” The board has
already compiled a list of
issues from various town
departments.

That said, residents
who do have concerns
can send them directly to
Golas at Andrew.Golas@
townofcharlton.net.

Gus Steeves can be
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com.
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Reserve
your

Judgment

We see it on Facebook, and other social
media accounts — seemingly happy peo- |
ple carrying on about their lives without |
a care in the world. As we scroll, we !
tend to pass judgements on what is in
reality, a blip in the lives of those who’s
photos we are currently looking at. A !
mere moment that perhaps lasted less
than a second is captured, and in that |
moment, we feel that we are free to make |
a distinction on what that individual is !
going through in the moments and days
prior, or what they may be feeling like :
in the moments just after. Don’t do that. !

The best way to find out how a friend, !
co-worker or family member is, is to |
simply ask them. With the past year !
being what it was, mental health issues
and rates of suicide are sky rocketing.
Is this really a time to pass judgement?
Or is this an opportunity to lift those up
around us and to make sure that we're !
all hanging in there? ;

As humans, some of us can handle |
any given situation with more grit than
others. Some can carry on for just so
long until it just becomes too much. |
Those that have that grit, are those who
have the ability to extend their hand, tell |
someone that they will be ok and that |
they are not alone. Support for a person |
overwhelmed, depressed or anxious is
paramount to their well being. Sure, it |
feels good to act tough, and announce |
that X, Y, or Z doesn’t bother you, but
the world is not all about you and it :
never will be. Be kind, it just feels bet- |
ter. }
When a person breaks their leg and
can no longer work for a time, they are |
sent flowers, offered encouraging words |
of support, given sick time and sent
home with casseroles. If a person with
a mental health condition takes time off !
to regroup and to seek the help and ther-
apy that they need to ya know..live...
it becomes an issue. Because you can’t !
SEE the injury. What you might seeisa !
smile that lasted a split second, and you
pass judgement — “Oh they aren’t really
sick.” Guess what — you are wrong. |
Make no mistake, we all go through
challenging times, but that doesn’t mean
that we all handle them in the same way. '

Discrimination against a person with |
any health issue, wether it be physical
or mental, is illegal. Furthermore, it is
morally wrong. Do we really want to !
be a society that has stopped support-
ing one another? We vote no. When |
we see a neighbor plow the driveway |
of the house down the street, or three
neighbors pulling a strangers car out of
a ditch, we are reminded of how at our |
cores, we are all kind. f

Take note — mental illness is not a
character defect. There are many rea-
sons a person may develop an issue, !
wether it’s temporary, brought on by
stress, illness or whether it’s genetic. :
Some anxiety may resurface as an adult, !
due to childhood trauma. Either way,
we don’t know, unless we know. ;

When people do not understand men- |
tal illness, they tend to exhibit prejudice
against those who admit they have an
issue. Those people are often treat-
ed as though they don’t have a real !
health issue and are then discriminated
against. This leads to shame in the per-
son who openly admits that they need !
help, and so the stigma surrounding
mental health is born.

Many workplaces have excellent sup- |
port systems in place for employees who
need help, these to include police and
fire departments. These places are to
be commended for looking out for one |
another.

Here are ways to decrease the stigma,
be in the know and help your neighbors. |
Educate yourself, be aware of your atti-
tude towards those who confide in you,
pay attention to your judgements and :
choose your words carefully. When you
do educate yourself, spread the word.
Treat those around you with respect and
offer encouragement, or a slice of pizza; |
anything goes. We say it often — take '
care of each other, now more than ever.
You will find that it’s easy to be kind.

Marvrch is National
Noodle Month

Whether you call it pasta
or macaroni, the noodles
that deliciously bulk up
almost any soup or dish
are the ultimate comfort
food. After all, who can
resist homemade macaro-
ni and cheese? How about
cheese laden layered lasa-
gna? Or thick forkfuls of
Fettuccine Alfredo? If
recent meals haven’t
made your macaroni
quota, here’s an excuse
to pile on the penne:
March has been deemed
National Noodle Month!
Retailers reveal sales of
noodles typically rise as
the temperature drops. As
we look to the comfort of
home during cold weath-
er, hot noodle soups, stews
and casseroles serve as
yummy “feel good” foods.
But how much do you
really know about maca-
roni and pasta beyond its
taste factor? Read on for
pointers (and more) on
perfect pasta!

* * *
Macaroni Mood: Want
an excuse to say ‘“pass
the pasta” more often?
Nutritional scientists
have proved certain foods
are fixes for less than per-
fect moods. Studies show
pasta, which is rich in
complex carbohydrates
can help relieve anxiety
and help fight depression.
* * *

No Fail Noodles: There
are a few “tricks of the
trade” to perfecting pasta.
Some cooks prefer to use a
lightweight pot for boiling
pasta. The light pot allows
the water to come to its
initial boil quicker and to
also return to the boiling
faster. This efficiency not
only savestime, it prevents
the pasta from clumping
at the bottom of the pot.
* * *

Culinary Coverup: Want
to prevent macaroni from
sticking together? After
adding the pasta and
stirring, put a cover on
the pot to keep it flowing
freely. There’s no need to
add oil to the pasta water
to prevent sticking. Just
remember to stir the
pot every now and then.
* * *

To Salt or not to Salt:
That is the question. The
answer is usually vyes.
Salt flavors the pasta. But
don’t add the salt until
the water boils because
adding salt first will actu-
ally delay the boil. On a
restricted sodium diet?
Add a squeeze of lemon
or a shot of vinegar to the
cooking water instead.
* * *
Think Outside the Box:
While dry, boxed pasta is
still the traditional choice
for sauces that have an

olive oil or tomato base,
butter and cream based
sauces call for a step up.
If you don’t have the time
or patience to make home-
made macaroni, try using
fresh refrigerated pasta
for dishes that call for
cream sauces and gravies.
* * *

Use your Noodle: Think
pasta can’t be a part of a
weight loss plan? Think
again. Studies in the
New England Journal of
Medicine and the Journal
of the American Medical
Association report there
are no significant dif-
ferences in weight loss
between low-carbohydrate
diets and conventional
weight loss plans. The
studies attribute weight-
loss to a reduction in cal-
ories, not carbohydrates.
* * *

Here are some pasta point-
ers from the National
Pasta Association:

*When pairing pasta
with a sauce, remember
that: Thin, delicate pastas,
like angel hair or thin spa-
ghetti, are better served
with light, thin sauces.
Thicker pasta shapes,
like fettuccine, work well
with heavier sauces. Pasta
shapes with holes or ridg-
es, like mostaccioli or
radiatore, are perfect for
chunkier sauces.

*To reheat cooked pasta,
portion out the amount
you need and place in boil-
ing water. For extra easy
draining, you can place
the pasta in a stainless
steel colander or strain-
er and then submerge in
boiling water. Count 40
to 60 seconds of reheat-
ing time for a four ounce
serving. Drain the pasta
well, toss with sauce and
serve immediately. Pasta
can also be reheated in the
microwave oven. Reheat
single servings on high
for 45 seconds at a time,
checking between inter-
vals for doneness.

*Refrigerate  cooked
pasta in an airtight con-
tainer for three to five
days. You may add a little
oil (one to two teaspoons
for each pound of cooked
pasta) to help keep it from
sticking. Because cooked
pasta will continue to
absorb flavors and oils
from sauces, store cooked
pasta separately from
sauce.

*The best pasta shapes
for freezing are those that
are used in baked recipes,
such as lasagne, jumbo
shells, ziti and manicotti.
You’ll have better results
if you prepare the recipe

and freeze it before bak- !
ing. To bake, thaw the dish
to room temperature and

bake as the recipe directs.
*k%

Did you know?
*In  18th
England,

fection and excellence.
That’s why, for example,
the feather

“macaroni.”

*Thomas Jefferson is

credited with introducing !

century |
macaroni |
was a synonym for per- !

in Yankee
Doodle’s cap was called :

Resilience is
key to meetin
fimancial goals

FINANCIAL
Focus

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

You can demonstrate this resil-
i ience by answering these ques-
i tions: What is your specific goal?
! What obstacle do you face in
i achieving this goal? How can you
: overcome this obstacle?

macaroni to the United !

States. It seems that he
fell in love with a certain

dish he sampled in Naples
while serving as the U.S.
Ambassador to France.

*The first American !
pasta factory was opened

in Brooklyn, New York,
in 1848, by a Frenchman
named Antoine Zerega.

Mr. Zerega operated with

one horse in his basement
to power the machinery.
To dry his spaghetti, he
placed strands of the pasta
on the roof to dry in the
sun.

*Tripolini or
bows” were named to
honor the Italian conquest
of Tripoli in Libya.
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Win Dinner for Two at |

the Publick House
Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two at

the historic Publick House !

Historic Inn in Sturbridge!

Simply send in a hint to

be entered into a random
drawing. One winner per
month will win a fabu-

lous three course dinner
for two at the renowned

restaurant,
Route 131 across the
town common in histor-
ic Sturbridge. Because
I’'m in the business of dis-

pensing tips, not invent- :
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm :

counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has :

worked for you? Do you
have a question regarding
household or garden mat-
ters? If so, why not share

them with readers of !

Stonebridge Press news-
papers? Send questions

and/or hints to: Take the !
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge

Evening News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for dinner

for two at the historic !

Publick House Inn.

year.

High Honors

White, Abigail Worster

Grenier,

Honors
Grade 7:

Grade 7: Justine Anderson, Jonathan
Ardon, Sadie Bond, Cassidy Burke,
Delaney Burke, Jaelynne Caracciolo,
Keeegan Comeau, Nathan Dube, Mya
Federico, Ethan Ford, Chloe Gabis,
Lily Gosselin, Veronica Griffin, Gwen
Gustafson, Jeffrey Guzman, Kolton
Hemenway, Matthew Hilman, Abigail
Hoyt, Jack Johnson, Rosy Krantz,
Kyra Krasinskas, Lucas Lyons, Emily
McDonald, Addisen Monson, Alexis
Nolin, Samuel Paradise, Noah Proctor,
Ava Vincent, Vanessa Walker, Ethan

Grade 6: Shayla Boliver, Ariana
Byrnes, Catherine Cloutier, Marie
Cosentino, Abigail Davis, Cameron
Davis, Emily Dupuis, Randi Flynn,
Finnian Keefe, Damon Libby, Daymyin
Lopez, Jared Magnusson, Kate Mayo,
Colin Mcllvaine, Ava Rennie, Zachary
Sirard, Lillian Vaillancourt

Grade 5: Khloe Anderson, Laura
Olivia Hammond, Colin
Joyce, Brooke Nitti, Victoria Sullivan

Rachel Arndt,
Arndt, Logan Barriere, Milo Biedron,
Elizabeth Byfield, Maddix Castle,
Savanna Cioppa, Andrew Cloutier,
Dylan Cordova Del Cid, Lorelie

OXFORD MIDDLE SCHOOIL HONOR ROLL

OXFORD — Oxford Middle School
has released its honor roll for the sec-
ond quarter of the 2020-2021 school

Joshua

Brindisi,

McDowell,

Paul,

Boyley,

Sarah

Curboy, Cameron DeAdder, Anastasia
Ford, Tyler Forgione, Craig Grenier,
Alexander Hamilton, Nathan Hutchins,
Irons,
Madison Labay,
Kaius Monson, Kamryn Nourse,
Daniel Palmer, Leonardo Peterson,
Jacob Pratt, Samuel Prefontaine, Paige
Reynolds, Camden Stone

Grade 6: Michelle Annancy, Teegan
Borowy, William Brambilla, Emma
Audri
Crouch, Eric Day, Lillian Demicco,
Ariana Dolan, Nathan Donnelly,
Turner Goyette,
Keegan Grieco,
Darrian Lambert, Henry LaMountain,
James Mack, Collin McAuliffe, Leighya
Nicholas
Jayden Minardi, Riley Moody, Chase
Philip Rouillard, Benjamin
Rucho, Shayne Ryder, Jordyn Sabotka,
Hailey Sprague, Kyle Twombly, Alorah
Yanis, Alyssa Yanis

Grade 5: Travis Beaudette, Samantha
Jaelyn Bronzo,
Chisholm, Ayva Coffey,
Collins, Kaeli Cordova Del Cid, Nathan
DeAdder, Rylie Dwyer, Liam Fahey,
Michael Faust, Benjamin Francis,
Chloe Hosley, Ella Kasprzycki, Sophia
Keefe, Kaiden Labay, Laycie Leverone,
John McMahon, Kyleigh Minardi,
Jacob Rondeau, Isabella Roskowski,
McKaelyn Shine, Adam Sliwoski,
Torin Stone, Jackson Stuart, Keagan
VanArsdalen, Abby Vignali, Christina
Vitale, Larry Wade

Abigail Kimbal,
Dominic Latuga,

Chalifoux, Grace

Jordyn Grazulis,
Abbie Lambert,

Meneguzzo,

Sydney
Andrew

“little !

located on

Here are some examples of how
: this resiliency process works:

i Goal: Building suffi-
i cient retirement funds
i To build sufficient retirement
! income, you need to invest in the
i financial markets through your
i 401(k), IRA and other accounts.
i But how should you respond when
i these markets go through periods
. of volatility? Your best defense is
i to remain invested. If you were to
; jump out of the market every time
i it dropped, you’d probably miss
i out on the rebounds that followed.
i Also, over a period of decades,
i the effects of short-term market
i fluctuations tend to diminish, so
¢ while the results of any particular
i day or week may not look good on
! your investment statement, the
! importance of these results may
\ diminish in 10 or 20 years.

. Goal: Maintaining
i steady cash flow
: Keeping a steady cash flow is
i essential tomeeting your daily and
: monthly expenses. So, it’s obvi-
i ously important that you main-
i tain sufficient earned income. But
i what happens if you encounter a
i serious illness or injury that keeps
i you from work for an extended
i period? Depending on the length
i of time you’re not working, you
i could feel a real financial pinch,
i s0 you may want to consider some
i type of disability insurance. Your
i employer may offer a short-term
i policy as an employee benefit, but
i it might not be sufficient, so you
i may need to look at private cov-

| erage.
i Goal: Keeping retire-
| ment accounts intact

i Ideally, you'd like to leave your
. IRA, 401(k) and other accounts
i intact until you need to start tap-
: ping into them when you retire.
i But what if you face an unex-
i pectedly large medical bill or you
. need to replace your furnace or
i get a new car? If you don’t have
i the money readily available, you
i might be forced to dip into your
i IRA and 401(k), incurring taxes
i and potential penalties and leav-
i ing yourself fewer resources for
i retirement. You can help avoid
this setback by creating an emer-
. gency fund containing three to six
i months’ worth of living expenses,
i with the money kept in a liquid,
i low-risk account.

i Goal: Having confi-
i dence in your strategy
i To achieve your important finan-
i cial goals, you need a strategy
i — and you need to believe in it
i strongly enough to keep following
! it during all types of stress on the
i financial markets. It’s not always
easy to maintain this conviction
i — less than half of Americans
i are confident in their abilities
i to recover quickly from difficult
i financial situations, according to
i anew survey from Edward Jones.
i One way to help gain this confi-
i dence is by working with a finan-
i cial advisor.

i In fact, 36 percent of those
i surveyed began working with a
i financial advisor in 2020 for help
. navigating the past year. The
i importance of receiving good
i advice became apparent during
i the COVID-19 pandemic, which
i brought about a variety of finan-
i cial worries, such as job loss,
i retirement considerations, care-
i giving for elderly parents or pro-
i viding financial support to adult
. children.

: You will face some challenges
| on your journey toward achieving
your financial objectives. But by
i being resilient, you can stay on
i the right road.

: This article was written by
i Edward Jones for use by your
i local Edward Jones Financial
i Advisor. Please contact Dennis
i Antonopoulos, your local Edward
i Jones Advisor at 5 Albert St.,
. Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
! 5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
| edwardjones.com.
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March 20 signals the start
of spring, but it could actually
start earlier. Signs of spring are
all around us if we look hard
enough. In my travels around
the valley this past weekend,
I spotted a pair of wood duck
flying into a small stream in
the valley area. Three deer
were observed feeding on grass
where the snow had melted,
and a few turkeys were feeding
not far away. Although I have
not spotted any robins locally,
I am sure they will be here by
the time you read this column.

This writer also brought my
boat out of mothballs this past
week. I always try to get it
ready early in case I have a
problem. Finding a mechanic
at this time of year to repair
outboard motors is easy, but in
another few weeks it will be a
lot harder. If you have a small
outboard motor that needs a
tune-up, now is the time to
drop it of at a marina. Using
an impact wrench to remove
the lug nuts from your wheel is
very important if you fish salt-
water. I use a good penetrating
oil like Blast before removing
them. While the trailer is off
of the ground it is a good idea
to spin the wheel, listening for

Lme to check your fishing rods

any noise.
you hear a
growling noise,
it is a good time
to replace the
wheel bear-
ings. If your
trailer wheels
have bearing
buddies, they
should get a
good dose of grease. Do not
overfill them, as you can blow
out the back seal.

This is a good time to check
all of your fishing rods, both
salt & freshwater. Often, the
rod windings need a new
coat of lacquer, worn guides
should be replaced, and the
reel seat needs to have a bit of
oil applied to the threads. All
reels need to be inspected for
wear. Place a light coat of oil on
the level wind and on all other
moving parts including the
reel handle. Checking the fish-
ing line on all reels for wear
is very important. Fortunately,
the braided lines do not need
to be replaced as often as the
monofilament lines, but they
do wear out.

The next job is to check all
of your fishing lures. That can
be a long process if you do a

lot of fishing and
have numerous
fishing tackle
boxes loaded
with many lures
and plugs. Fresh
water lures
do not need as
much atten-
tion, but salt-
water lures and
hooks need sharpening and
or replaced. The hooks often
become rusty if you used them
in saltwater, and did not wash
them off with freshwater before
putting them away. Replace the
bucktail on some of the plugs
is easy, and requires very lit-
tle time if you have a fly-ty-
ing vice. I often save a couple
of deer tails from my deer, or
someone else’s, and dye them
a few different colors. You can
also buy them from Bait &
Tackle shops.

Fishing lures and saltwater
plugs are very expensive. This
writer often finds old fishing
lures at yard sales and flea
markets. They do not have
much value, but sometimes
you can find a very expensive
lure or plug in the bunch that
I put in my collection. Most of
the plugs only need a coating

THE GREAT
OUTDOORS

RALPH
TRUE

of paint and new hooks. They
are a lot cheaper, and many
times, are a lot better to use
than a new one. New saltwater
fishing plugs can cost over $15,
and often go as high as $30 or
more. These are just a few jobs
that can be done before the
fishing season arrive.

Massachusetts  saltwater
recreational fishing regula-
tions could be the same as last
year, and will keep the slot size
limit on stripers. Circle hook
requirements are still pending
for both recreational and com-
mercial anglers when fishing
for stripers, in both Mass. &
Rhode Island. A one fish daily
limit on Cod in The Gulf of
Maine is also pending, along
with haddock regulations. Be
sure to read the regulations on
final season dates.

The Massachusetts hunt-
ing and fishing license fee
increase for 2022 will be host-
ed on three online information
sessions in March by Mass
Fish & Wildlife. The dates are
March 9, 17, and 25 from 6:30
to 9 p.m.! Instructions for join-
ing the sessions are posted on
the Massachusetts Wildlife
Web site. There will be a ques-
tion-and-answer period after

Courtesy

This week’s picture shows a figure
of a happy fisherman that was
awarded to a lucky angler at the
Singletary Rod & Gun Club back
in 1982, during one of their fishing
derbies. | found the trophy at a
yard sale back a number of years
ago!
the presentation, explaining
the need for license and permit
increases for 2022.

Take a Kid fishing & Keep
Them Rods Bending!

PosITIvELY
SPEAKING

The kindness of us

T've written about this
several times and in dif-
ferent ways. If I comment
on “the beauty of God’s
creation,” most will see
visions of stunning land-
scapes and the beauty of
the oceans. When I pon-
der the beauty of God’s
creation, my mind goes to
my fellow human beings
and their kindness.

I understand if you
have difficulty going
there. All you must do is
go to the political opinion
columns and talk shows.
They’re full of hatred for
others whether you are
on the left or right. “If you
disagree, your spreading
hate!” Both sides make
the same claim. How

sadly absurd.

Most of you Kknow
that I'm battling Stage
4 Stomach Cancer, and
WOW ... it’s been a roller
coaster of a journey. I'm
writing you today from
my local hospital where
I spiked a fever after my
recent surgery and was
admitted last night.

When I was rushed
into the ER, I was sur-
rounded by caring nurs-
es. Because I didn’t get
permission, I'll not use
real names. Bill, the tri-
age nurse didn’t ask
me who I voted for but
instead showed genuine
concern. He saw me, my
value, and my worth - not
by my political party -
but because I am simply
human. And I saw him -a
human. I asked his name
and about his family. He

seemed grateful.

Bill passed me into a
treatment room in the ER
where I was quickly met
by a Dr. He also saw me
not by my political party,
but as a human who
needed care and atten-
tion. He showed genuine
concern and compassion.
The subject of climate
change never came up,
nut instead we were two
humans who saw value
and worth in one anoth-
er.

I was taken care of by a
nurse’s aid named Sam. I
found out he’s finishing
up his RN certificate and
said, “I'm excited to make
a difference.” 1 assured
him that he already is

he paused, smiled,
and said thank you. I'm
guessing he may be twen-
ty. The last thing I said

to him was, “Sam, your
parents must be so proud
of you.” His face lit up
and he said, “T’ll tell them
you said so.”

I was then moved to a
room on the fifth floor.
I make it a point to get
everyone’s name, ask
them where they were
from, and compliment
them on something.
In return, the care I've
received has been amaz-
ing ... and through it all
there was not a single
political discussion, and
everyone smiled. Here,
we are humans who have
value and worth, not
predicated by our politi-
cal affiliation, but simply
because we are humans
who are created in the
image of God.

T've really enjoyed my
time here being kind and

receiving kindness
return. I've tried to get
them to open as I opened
myself to them. I've expe-
rienced the beauty of
God’s creation, up close
and personal.

In today’s polar-
ized environment, and
often behind computer
screens, we demonize one
another by spewing hate-
ful words simply because
someone else voted dif-
ferently than I did. As
one Pastor Andy Stanley
once remarked, “You're
scaring the kids!” And for
what?

The deeper we dive
into God’s creation, the
more we realize, there’s
so much we don’t know.
And yet, so many act as
though they are experts,
and the rest of the world
is foolish. But what if it

in isn’t our job to know?

What if our purpose is
much more significant
and even simpler than
knowing everything?
What if we are fighting
over the wrong thing?
What if we are missing
the mark entirely? Maybe
it’s just this simple: we
are here to love and be
loved. Perhaps one of
the greatest reminders
comes from Jesus him-
self, “Love your neighbor
as yourself.” I think he
was onto something.
Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker,
and author of three books
including the award-win-
ning, critically acclaimed,
“Playing with the Enemy.”
Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at
Www.garywmoore.com.

i clear plastic or a cloche.

All-America Selections— Courtesy

All-America Selections winner Patio Choice
Yellow Sweet is a compact tomato variety per-
fect for containers, patios or balconies

Be the first in your neighborhood to
enjoy a garden-ripe tomato. Then con-
tinue harvesting an abundance of fla-
vorful tomatoes throughout the growing
season. A little planning and strategic
planting can help you get an earlier and
bigger tomato harvest.

| the planting space with

(Grow an earlier and more abundant tomato harvest

J umpstart the season
by warming the soil for
an earlier start. Cover

a floating row cover,
Once the soil is warm,

you are ready to plant
your tomatoes. Use the

GARDEN stem and leaf, as they

appear. You’ll have
fewer fruit, but they
MOMENTS will be ready to harvest
¢ © ¢ © ¢ °° goonerthanthose caged
or grown sprawled on

MELINDA the ground.
MYERS Staking also saves

space and helps reduce

row cover or cloche
to protect your plants
when cold temperatures or frost is in the
forecast. You will get a two- to four-week
jump start to the season.

Further shorten the time to harvest by

planting an early ripening tomato like

Early Girl, Fourth of July, and Quick
Pick. Check the catalog description or
plant tags for the number of days the
tomato variety needs to reach maturity.
Growing these or others that require
fewer days between planting and har-
vesting means you’ll be enjoying fresh
tomatoes sooner.

Train at least one of your tomato
plants onto a stake for an earlier har-
vest. Loosely tie one or two stems to a
tall stake. Continue securing the stems
throughout the season as the plant
grows. Remove the suckers, the small
branches that form between the main

the risk of disease. If
staking seems like too
much effort, grow your tomatoes in
cages. Use tall, sturdy cages for larger
indeterminate tomatoes that grow, flow-
er, and produce fruit until frost. Caging
tomatoes also increases airflow and light
penetration for greater yields and fewer
pest problems.

Save even more space while bringing
the harvest to your kitchen door, balco-
ny, or window box with compact tomato
varieties, like Patio Choice Yellow Sweet
and Neat or Tumbling Tom. Plant one in
a 10-inch pot or grow several in a larger
container. You’ll have a large crop of
bite-sized tomatoes in about two months.

To improve the quality of your har-
vest, choose disease- and crack-resist-
ing varieties. Cooks and canners will
love Early Resilience Roma-type tomato.
It is resistant to late blight, blossom end

LEGALS

rot and several other common tomato
diseases. This determinate tomato plant
only grows two feet tall, so will not
need staking. It is great for containers,
small spaces, and traditional vegetable
gardens. Reducing the risk of disease
means a bigger harvest with less effort
on your part.

Further reduce your workload and
increase your success with mulch.
Spread a two-inch layer of shredded
leaves, weed-free straw, or evergreen
needles over the soil surface around
your plants. You will conserve water,
suppress weeds, and improve the soil as
the mulch decomposes.

With a little planning you will be
ready to enjoy an early and bountiful
harvest of tasty tomatoes from this sea-
son’s garden.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, including
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything”
DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV &
radio program. Myers is also a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is wwuw.
MelindaMpyers.com.

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 1 Westwood Drive, Auburn,

Massachusetts

By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain mortgage
given by William J. Richinick, a/k/a
William James Richinick, to Sovereign
Bank, said mortgage dated September
28,2011, and recorded in the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds, in Book 47972 at Page 164
and now held by Santander Bank, N.A.,
f/k/a Sovereign Bank, for breach of the
conditions in said mortgage and for the
purpose of foreclosing the same, will
be sold at Public Auction on March 22,
2021 at 12:00 PM Local Time upon the
premises, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit:
THELANDINAUBURN,WORCESTER
COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS,
BEING LOT #3 ON PLAN OF
WESTWOOD ACRES, RECORDED IN
WORCESTER DISTRICT REGISTRY
OF DEEDS, PLAN BOOK 270, PLAN
106, BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE
NORTHWESTERLY CORNER OF
THE LOT HEREIN DESCRIBED AT

LAND OF OWNERS UNKNOWN ON
THE EASTERLY SIDE OF BURNETT
STREET;

THENCE S. 2 DEGREES 18
MINUTES E. BY SAID BURNETT
STREET, EIGHTY-NINE AND FORTY
HUNDREDTHS (89.40) FEET TO A
POINT;

THENCE BY A CURVE TO THE LEFT
HAVING A RADIUS OF 10 FEET,
CONNECTING BURNETT STREET
AND WESTWOOD DRIVE, FIFTEEN
AND SEVENTY-ONE HUNDREDTHS
(15.71) FEET TO A POINT ON
WESTWOOD DRIVE;

THENCE N. 87 DEGREES 42
MINUTES E. BY WESTWOOD DRIVE,
NINETY-FIVE (95) FEET TO LOT #4
ON SAID PLAN;

THENCE N. 2 DEGREES 18 MINUTES
W. BY SAID LOT #4, NINETY-TWO
AND EIGHTY-ONE HUNDREDTHS
(92.81) FEET TO A POINT;

THENCE N. 88 DEGREES 42
MINUTES 20 SECONDS W. BY LAND
OF OWNERS UNKNOWN, ONE
HUNDRED FIVE AND TWENTY-ONE
HUNDREDTHS (105.21) FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

BEING THE SAME PREMISES
CONVEYED TO THE GRANTOR

BY DEED OF J.E. MURRAY ET UX
DATED OCTOBER 18, 1963 AND
RECORDED AT WORCESTER
DISTRICT REGISTRY OF DEEDS,
BOOK 4414, PAGE 1.

SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIONS,
RESERVATIONS, EASEMENTS,
COVENANTS, OIL, GAS OR MINERAL
RIGHTS OF RECORD, IF ANY.
BEING THE SAME PREMISES
CONVEYED TO WILLIAM JAMES
RICHINICK FROM WILLIAM J.
RICHINICK BY DEED (SUBJECT
TO A LIFE ESTATE OF WILLIAM J.
RICHINICK) DATED 1/8/2003, AND
RECORDED ON 9/3/2003, AT BOOK
31498, PAGE 18, IN WORCESTER
COUNTY, MA.

ASSESSORS PARCEL NUMBER:
MAP: 3 BLK: 32

ATI ORDER NUMBER: 201109210604
Sources of Title: Book 31497 Page: 18
The description of the property
that appears in the mortgage to be
foreclosed shall control in the event of
a typographical error in this publication.
For Mortgagor’'s Title, see deed dated
January 8, 2003, and recorded in Book
31498 at Page 18 with the Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds.

TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will
be sold and conveyed subject to all
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax
titles, municipal liens and assessments,
if any, which take precedence over the
said mortgage above described.

FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) Dollars
of the purchase price must be paid by
a certified check, bank treasurer's or
cashier’s check at the time and place of
the sale by the purchaser. The balance
of the purchase price shall be paid in
cash, certified check, bank treasurer’s
or cashier’s check within sixty (60) days
after the date of sale.

Other terms to be announced at the
sale.

BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC

270 Farmington Avenue

Farmington, CT 06032

Attorney for Santander Bank, N.A. f/k/a
Sovereign Bank

Present Holder of the Mortgage

(860) 677-2868

February 26, 2021

March 5, 2021

March 12, 2021
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in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
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{ J HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Since 1969
Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates « Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes ¢ Alternators * Starters « ABS
Alignments e Tires...and more
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High Performance
Windows & Doors
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Northbridge, MA 01534
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]I[[[& SHREWSBURY

MARBLE & GRANITE, Inc

Advertise on this page
for one low price!
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INCORPORATED

Remodelmg Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING 4 DECKS
4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS

4 KITCHEN 4 BATHS

(et 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

« Webster Times

o Auburn News

50 COLORS * $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.
Biggest Selection of Marble,

Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

« Spencer New Leader

« Sturbridge Villager

508-842-9800 * shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com

Quality Building Since 1985 « Charlton Villager Blackstone Valley Tribune | 620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, Ma
Licensed & Insured (1/4 mi. east of Home Depat_— Big Blue Bldg)
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967 » Southbridge News Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4 &

Oil & Propane J Stump Grinding m

G. COOPER PAVING
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413.544.5381

Need propane or oil rlght away?
Call American today!
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Talden1987@gmail.com

DISCOUNTS
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MA-13705-21777A, MA#100257JR MA#100257JR ~ Facebook: Tel. 508.414.7792 LICENSED/INSURED
NH-13932M RI-B013781 NH#17425J NH#17425J Brian Wood Electrician Sturbridge, MA Free Estimates

Certified Contractor
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This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
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Lake Realty =& "~

Lusignan King

SMARTil

www.LakeRealty.net e www.WebsterLake.net

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts 508-943-9306 508-987-0767 1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed — We’re Always Busy Selling!

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

WEBSTER LAKE — 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from whDirect Waterfront Lot — Full - WEBSTER — 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Coloniall 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great WEBSTER — 31 Park Street! WEBSTER — 44 Sunny Ave! Sought
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from ~ Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed 3 Family! 6/6/6 Rooms! 3/3/3 After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632°
3 Sides w/ocked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The Ist  Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck! Bedrooms! 1/1/1 Bathrooms! Each Colonial! Ist Flr Features Open Flr
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan — Frpled Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living ~ Front to Back Living Rm! 1/2 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You'll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master  Unit is nearly 12300 Featuring Plan, Kit w/sl, Din Area, Fam Rm,
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View —w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/  Spacious Kitchens, Living Rooms & Frpled Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath & ~Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or 3 Good Size Bedrooms! Remodeled Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total!
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock!  Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger 10 Yrs Ago! Updated Electric! Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00  Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00 Electric Heat! $284,900.00 Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER - 69 Minebrook Rd! Conveniently Located 7 Rm Split Entry! 1.04 Acre _ | M . _ . | | , .
Lot House set welloffthe Road for added Privac! Open Floor Plan! Eat-in Applanced WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184 CHARLTON -74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm,

Kit wisland & Seating, Tie Flr, Tie Backsplash & Ceiing Fan! Din R wHrcswd Flrs 9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, | 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39

: . : | : . of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete | ; il ;
féeillldfg: E:][Lh:ai[n);c; gz::og::nlg_lxdP}rgﬁtzniazkﬁrﬁkzﬁ Iz?/r;g ST&WQH;%YSISH& Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer ﬁ‘gg:tégesgsge‘?ﬁ;wkgg ;) d;(;UtEith?S:r?]Hs s;;ilrgs;: li‘ftgzzl:
Wal to Wall Carpeting! Master Bdrm w2 Dble Closets, Ceiing Fan & Master Bath w/  Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, Blectri ‘l Flooring. R60 1 ’l 2 A" ’ H | 1P ’
Marble Tile FIr & Shovwer Surround! Hrwd Stairs, the Firished Lower Level Fam Rm  Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable ~ Eiectrical, Flooring, nsulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump
wRecessed Lighting, Stone & Tile Hearth wioodstove, 12 Bath w/Tile FIr, Lamndry ~ Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath & More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full
R w/Sink & Tile Flr, Utility Rm w/Storage! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers & Door to  for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to ~ Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation,
Backyard! Oil Heat! Steel “I" Beam Construction! Shed! Won't Last!! $349,900.00  Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00 AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

Fearuned New Lesting!

WEBSTER e 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

Large 3 Family a rare find! Oc-
cupied by the owner for many
decades. Entire 1st floor is one
spacious apartment with 2 bed-
rooms. 2 - 2nd floor apartments
have 3 bedrooms each. 30" x 44'
beautiful Fieldstone Foundation,
with walkout basement to off street
parking. $289,900.

hope2o0wn.com
508.943.4333

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

WEBSTER e 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of
updates. New Asphalt Shingles, & 8 New
Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths!
24 x 26 Great Rm w/Gas Fireplace! Mas-
ter Suite w/"Spa Like" Bath & Soaking
Tub!WHAT MORE COULD YOU WANT?
INGROUND PQOL? OK!! has that TOOI!
All Painted! SS Appliances. New Tank-
less Hot Water Boiler. $467,000

REAL ESTATE GROUP
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

We Want

]
Your Listings! LON DEPOSIT |

June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore Il * Brian Bohenko

THOMPSON - 5+ ACRE WATERFRONT LAND - BECOLA ROAD THi MPSON 25TERRACE DRIVE WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

LAND

WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre!
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.
$115,000.

Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! Each $24,500.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State
Forest! ON DEPOSIT! $132,900

5+ Acre Waterfront Land - on
“Little  Pond”. Also known as
Schoolhouse Pond. Private, pasto-
ral setting. Open Field surrounded
by tree line. 250+ feet waterfront-
age. At the end of a Dead end road!

$179,900

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~
Updated Electrical ~ New Heating System !! Bedroom,
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional Home. .Dead-End St.
Rare find, Large Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette
of Complimentary Paint Colors throughout the Entire
House! Loads of Character $319,000.

Off Thompson Hill! At the end of a Dead end road well main-
tained & loved! Kitchen with double wall ovens, gas cook-
top, granite countertops. Formal dining room, Fireplaced
Living room! master, on the first floor. 4 bedrooms total! 2nd
full bath -second level. 2 car garage!

assisted sale $325,000.

WOODSTOCK - 33 DEER MEADOW LANE DUDLEY - 22 ROBERTS ROAD WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD

e
prown i

SORRY, SOLD! |

WEBSTER - 20 KINGSBURY

Cozy 2 Story House with 3 BIG Bonuses! #1. Land almost 1 ACRE!
#2. Zoning is MR-12 - Possible Multi Family Use - Investment Op-
portunity?! #3. Large Over-sized 2+ Car Garage, Work Bench, Power &
2nd Floor! Great Space for the Hobbyist, DIY or Contractor!1ST Floor
- Living rm, Bedroom, Large Kitchen/Dining Area with Galley Pantry &
Full Bath! 2nd FIr, 2 Bedrooms! All New Carpets ~ Recent Paint! Multi
Level Back Deck with Jacuzzi! $255,000.

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

Beautiful 2,422 Sq Ft Colonial! 4 Berdroom!
3 Bath! Fireplace, 2 Car garage! So much
more! assisted sale $415,000

et b b

Lovely 3 bedroom Ranch! Single door 2 car garage
with storage! Eat-in kitchen. Fieldstone Fireplaced
Living Room! 3 bedrooms, hardwood floors, Re-
modeled bathroom! Lower Level fieldstone walls/
fireplace! In-ground pool! - 3.58 ACRES includes
extra lot. $312,000.

[_SORRY, SOLD! [
R

NEW TO THE MARKET! Custom Sprawling Split 2800+ SF’
Central Air! Kitchen, Dining Room, Cathedral Ceiling Living
Room, 3 Bedrooms! Granite Counters & New Flooring! New
Boiler - Hot Water Tank - Oil Tank! FULL finished Lower Level w/
Full Bath & Laundry! THERE'S MORE! 2 Car Garage, renovated
to include Hydro Heat, AC & 1/2 Bath! Great for Fitness Studio,
Game Room or Home School! Over 1.4 Acres! $360,000.

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OP-
PORTUNITY TO LIVE & WORK FROM HOME! Amaz-
ing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone major updates &
renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring
Cathedral Ceilings! $499,900.

Wetster Lake - 100 Lakeside +ve

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a
.25 acre level peninsula, 180'+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite

Lake Stintey - 647 Besorvarr Bed

Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding &
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant

w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Spe-

floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!
ciall Remember, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.

.
SORRY; SoLD! assisted sale $1,040,000.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE )
Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 g’:
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Make the move!

Find the homes of your neighborbhood 0 Maria Reed 508-873-9254
| \‘) ReMax Advantage 1 it
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604 5 es|
CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
WEBSTER

Investor Opportunity: 6 car
garage, 2 bedrooms each unit,
Updated electrical services, 3
units gas (updated) 1 Unit oil,

Roof one year old. Town services

22 Nelson Street
$399,900

DUDLEY

Modern Duplex with oversized
detached 2 car garage/workshop
2- 3 Bedroom each unit, Sided,
gas heat, 2 Baths, Town Services,
Deck, 1 car garage under each unit
$449,900

NOW IS GREAT
TIME TO SELL!

NEW TO THE

MARKET Call for a

Free Market
Analysis
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Proposed bylaw change sparks debate

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — A
potential bylaw change
concerning the Building
Commissioner position
in Charlton sparked some
debate among selectmen
during a livestreamed
meeting on Feb. 23.

In December of 2020,
Town  Administrator
Andrew Golas provid-
ed a proposed version
of an amended Building
Commissioner Bylaw
meant to define the
Building Commissioner
as the authority that
inspectors in the town
will answer to on a reg-
ular basis. Golas stressed
the bylaw amendments
don’t add, remove or
regrade any positions
in the town and that the
salary would remain the
same.

“The biggest change
is that the wiring, gas
and plumbing inspec-
tors would essentially all
answer to the Building
Commissioner in a for-
mal process,” Golas said
of the amendments. “The
way the bylaw is current-
ly laid out is that they
all act as independent
inspectors under their
own jurisdictions. While
they do currently seek
the commissioner’s guid-

h

ance on things there’s no
formal hierarchy. This
would essentially estab-
lish the hierarchy of that
position.”

The potential ripple
effect of the changes
caused some selectmen
to pause feeling that they
were effectively creating
a new management posi-
tion which would inevita-
bly change the paygrade
of the job. Selectman
Patsy Rydlak said that
she wasn’t convinced
the job wouldn’t change
beyond the authority in
the future.

“When you're giving
new formal responsi-
bility, it just seems odd
that there wouldn’t be
any pay change with
now having people offi-
cially reporting to you,”
Rydlak said. “We’re for-
mally changing who
people are reporting to
and that’s pretty signifi-
cant when you’re talking
about changes to human
resources process.”

Selectman  Stephen
Koronis later agreed feel-
ing that the amendments
change the overall status
of the commissioner job.

“It sounds a lot like a
new department head,
just in my opinion. I'm
not for or against it at this
point but just so people
understand. This is going

to be a town meeting vote
anyway,” Koronis said.
Selectman David
Singer sought to clarify
the intent of the amend-
ments saying that the
inspectors already work
with the commissioner’s
office and thus this is not
an addition of positions
or adding new authority
but more solidifying the

status of the commission-
er in relationship to the
inspectors.

“This is not address-
ing any change actually
in roll or responsibility.
All we have done is make
some changes to address
process,” said Singer.
“We’re not adding new
authority over additional
partners for the town or

employees. It’s the status
quo.”

The debate continued
into the appointment
length included in the
bylaw which was pre-
sented as three years.
Some selectmen felt that
three years was too long
and that a single-year
appointment was more
appropriate. Selectmen

agreed to hold off on add-
ingthe bylaw amendment
to the May town meeting
warrant until conclud-
ing discussing the topic
during their meeting in
early March where Town
Administrator Golas is
also expected to bring
recommendations from
town counsel.

Old Sturbridge Village appoints new Director of

Collections and Research

STURBRIDGE — Old
Sturbridge Village (OSV)
has announced a new
Director of Collections
and Research, Derek
Heidemann to oversee
their Collections and
Research Division. Old
Sturbridge Village has
more than 40,000 pieces
in their collection and a
large research library on
site.

Derek Heidemann first
started at Old Sturbridge
Village as a volunteer
in the junior intern
program in the year
2000. Heidemann went
on to join the Village’s
interpretation part time
team working in the
Blacksmith Shop and
other trade shops. After
receiving a Bachelors of

Arts degree in History
in 2009 and Masters of
Arts in History with a
focus in Public History
in 2010 from Clark
University, Heidemann
joined the Village’s full-
time interpretation team.
In 2014, he was made the
Coordinator of Historic
Trades and then Interim
Assistant Director of
Interpretation in 2020. In
2017, Heidemann curated
a new firearms exhibit
which is now known as
the Armed and Equipped:
Firearms and the Militia
in New England 1790-1840.

“Derek  Heidemann
is the perfect choice to
lead the Collections and
Research division as
we head into our 75th
year,” said Jim Donahue,

President and CEO. “His
commitment to research
and development, love of
the Village’s collection
and experience in inter-
pretation positions him
well to expand the use of
the collection to engage
and educate the public.”
While a lot of organi-
zations have been forced
to downsize over the past
year, Old Sturbridge
Village has continued
to grow and expand on
their programs and edu-
cational resources. This
has given the Village the
opportunity to bring in
new talent and promote
already existing talent
within the organization.
The divisions of program
and interpretation, muse-
um education, collections

and research have all
added staff to support the
mission of the Village.
With the growth of those
divisions, the Village is
implementing new strat-
egies for promoting their
wide variety of offer-
ings, both in-person and
online. As a result, addi-
tional talent has also been
brought in to support the
marketing division and
will continue to be trans-
formed over the next year
as the Village revolution-
izes their digital content.
As Old Sturbridge Village
begins its 75th anniversa-
ry year, they have much
to look forward to and
share with their visitors
and neighboring commu-
nities.

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS
Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, efc...

any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

=t or,

EXIT Real Estate Executives

¢ Home staging services

¢ Home warranties

¢ 3D videos

¢ Professional photography
e Ramped up open houses!
¢ And so much more..

Why call the

A Michelle Terry Team

to sell your home?

“The world is run by the people who show up”.
Sellers & Buyers - SPRING MARKET is NEAR!
Buyers: Interview and Select a Buyer Agent.

They can assist you in Negotiating, Financing and

Inspections on a Property
Sellers: Interview and Hire a Realtor who Represents You,

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562
Michelle Terry * Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

=

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020
South Worcester County

$157,327,280.00 SOLD,

Jules

Lusignan < o Al
(0]
moer Lake Realty =8
Founder Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

~N

ERA Key Realty

seacestare SERVICES

Amy Nadeau, Realtor
Having a full-time realtor in thls market is essential
for success! | am happy to assist you to buy, sell,

or just answer any questions you might have.

76 Church St., Whitinsville, MA 01588
774.280.2250 | amy@erakey.com

www.amynadeau.com
\_ Y Y,

Town-to-Town

Home Town Service,

Bl TIME RESUILT S

C I ASSIFILHFIDS

A WINNERS

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 | &
100% Club Award 2021

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

Diane Luong 774-239-2937 @

They attend Home Inspections, Negotiate, Attend Showings,
keep you informed on Marketing and Your Real Estate Transactions.

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

ReMax Advantage 1

Licensed in MA & CT

ERA Key Realty Services

“Put 36 years of combined real
estate experience to work for you’ ”

ERA

Kayleen
reaL esTaTe Flannery-Sauvageau

Donna Flannery
508-885-6665
donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

@ 508-612-9843
= Mis Kayleen)0@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

THERE'S A NEW MORTGAGE
LENDING TEAM IN TOWN!

BayCoast
T

489 Washington Sreet
Auburn, MA 01501

Daniel Kirschner

Meortgage Loan Officer, NMLS # 772868
dkirschner@paycoastbank.com

Phone: 774-230-7750

Am Dufresne
Mortgage Loan P(u(ess or
adufresne(d

FREE OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
when you advertise in this section

Place yvowur ad 't

1 -300-53536-5336

= <=

550 MOBILE HOMES

Trailer For Sale w/enclosed
porch located at Indian
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13.
Completely furnished, All
appliances included & ex-
tras, Refrigerator, Over/

|

Salem Cross Inn
{ RESTAURANT & TAVERN

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

NOW HIRING

Cooxk
Applications available at
salemcrossinn.com,
or send resume to
info@salemcrossinn.com

FOSTER LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY
PARENTS $BUY & SELL §
ALL GOLD & SILVER
WANTED: ITEMS Specializing in
Seeking Quality Homes NUMISMATIC COINS,

Bullion Items, gold
& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years
experience & a following of
many satisfied customers.
We also sell a nice selection
of fine jewelry, antiques &
collectibles. Bring in your
items & see what they are
worth. You won't leave
disappointed. Honesty and
fairess are our best policies!

Throughout Central
MA To
Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need.
24/7 Support
Generous
Reimbursement,
$1000 Sign-On
Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic

Foster Care. Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,
(508)829-6769 239 West Main Street,
East Brookfield
@ . (Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza)
cvercux 508-637-1236

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

or cell: 508-341-6355

Senior Lead General Dentist

Position available in Whitinsville, MA. Provide
dental services, including restorative, periodontal,
pedodontic, oral surgery, orthodontics, fixed and

removable prosthodontic procedures, to a wide
range and diverse population. Apply: Whitinsville
Family Dentistry PC, 12 Prospect St., Whitinsville,

MA 01588. Please reference job ID: SLGD21

LOOKING FOR
1 Bedroom
apartment in

Webster

Will consider

surrounding towns

Call
508-461-6219

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split
& Delivered LIVE BAIT
Green or FOR ICE FISHING
Seasoned Open 24/1
Call Paul Sencer
508-769-2351 | | 908-883-5416

FIREWOOD

3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
hardwood custom cut to your specs.
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord.
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

under Wash/dry, AC/Heat.
View at www.indianranch.
com. Contact Arthur or
Sage 508-892-4578

Brimfield Family looking for
Companionship/Caretaker

Must be kind, caring responsible

compassionate, with no history

of drugs, smoking or drinking.
For live-in help position.

Job is full-time. Must drive.
Job responsibilities:
Companionship, Housekeeping,
Shopping/Errands.

Pays $150 Monthly

For more information call
413-544-0806

SEASONED

HARDWOOD
$250 per cord

Delivered
Spencer, MA
Call 774-696-7267
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winow
& door

sale

This isn’t one of those ‘limited time’ offers that’s
not really limited. We’re only offering this
window discount, this patio and entry door
discount and this special financing for 31 days!*
And know that we’ve adjusted our operations to
serve you in the safest way possible.

Qoln'h"\e“'\'s ay be_{:‘r& |
Gosle oV Ml 2lst,

e |

o

- W

v iy

o~

Now offering

* virtual

appointments,
too!

Sale ends March 31st!

BUY ONE WINDOW OR DOOR, — PLUS ——

105% OFF | $100OFF

EVERY WINDOW AND DOOR!

Minimum purchase of four. No minimurm required.

. $0 0 0% for1l

1
| Down Monthly Payments Interest year

Minimum purchase of four, Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

* Renewal by Andersen is the full-service
replacement window division of Andersen,
a company that has built windows and doors
for over 118 years

e« Our windows’ Fibrex® material is twice as
strong as low-end vinyl

e Our SmartSun™ glass is up to 70% more
energy-efficient, helps make your home
more comfortable and comes standard on

> all our windows*

LESS THAN a month left to book your

Virtual or In-Home Appointment

1-800-209-2746

J RENEWAL  \iimapy s
/| ¥ANDERSEN  piSCOUNT

7 FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT
" ENERGY STAR
PARTNER

The Better Way to a Better Window

'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 4/10/2021. You must set your appointment by 3/31/2021 and purchase by 4/10/2021. Not valid with other offers or
prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 down, 0 monthly payments,
0% interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 3/1/2021 and 4/10/2021. 40% off windows and entry/patio doars
are |ess than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $100 off each window or entry/patio door, no minimum purchase
required, taken after initial discount(s), when you set your appointment by 3/31/2021 and purchase by 4/10/2021. Military discount applies to all active
duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum
purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid
before the expiration of the promational period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state
chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, colar, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase
of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughaout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen |ocation
for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. "ENERGY STAR" is a
registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. "Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denated are trademarks of Andersen
Corporation, ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 'Values are based on comparison of Renewal
by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2008, 2012, 2015,
and 2018 Intematicnal Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables.
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Spencer’s newest business owner pursues dream despite pandemic

BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
SPENCER - Dr. Grant
Pattee had plenty of rea-
sons to scrap plans for
starting his business
— the pandemic -chief
among them - but he
hasn’t let any obstacle
deny his dream.

Even with businesses
throughout the region
downsizing or closing
altogether, Pattee decided
to take a risk and launch
his physical therapy
business in December.
Located at 133 West Main

St., Choice Physical
Therapy offers a range
of services to residents.
These include post-surgi-
cal services and chronic
pain therapies.

For Pattee, who has
worked in physical ther-
apy for nearly 20 years,
the process of opening
his own business has
seen its share of anx-
ious moments — but also
excitement and hope for
a bright future.

“Who opens a business
during a pandemic? I
asked myself that ques-

tion several times, but
the answer was always
the same: people will
eventually need therapy
again,” Pattee told the
New Leader. “A pan-
demic can really change
a person’s perspective. I
had time to reflect and
think about life goals,
family goals, and even-
tually my career goals. I
feel fortunate to have this
opportunity and am truly
humbled by the support
I received from family,
friends, and colleagues
along the way.”

Pattee’s opportunity
in Spencer arrived at
the perfect intersection
of family interests and
career goals. He knows
the Route 9 corridor well,
and he can’t wait to meet
more residents and busi-
ness owners.

“I have always loved
the small-town rural
feel. I grew up in Auburn
and my wife grew up in
Oxford. When my own
family began to grow, we
wanted to take root in
that same type of commu-
nity,” Pattee said. “The
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& HOME

A special supplement dedicated to the
Health and Wellness of people, pets,
and Spring Home Improvement

Advertise in this special supplement coming to the

Spencer-East Brookfield
area was a perfect fit. The
people in town have been
friendly and welcoming,
and the local school sys-
tems have been wonder-
ful for our kids.”

Pattee began his career
as a rehabilitation aide
before applying to grad-
uate school. He went
on to pursue a doctor-
ate degree in physical
therapy, graduating
from the University of
Massachusetts-Lowell in
2007.

Over the last decade-
plus, Pattee has worked
predominantly

in the outpatient ortho-
pedic setting. He brings
to Spencer a wealth of
experience gained from
working with multiple
experts.

“Over the years, I was
fortunate enough to work
with so many great ther-
apists that really helped
shape my therapy skills
and treatment philos-
ophies,” Pattee said. “I
eventually managed a
small and successful clin-
ic in Charlton before a
brief stay in home care.”

In his new business,
Pattee enjoys working
with residents dealing
with all kinds of challeng-
es. These include patients
recovering from surger-
ies or injuries, as well as
those facing chronic back

Courtesy

Dr. Grant Pattee recently opened a new physical therapy

business in Spencer.

pain, neck pain, or joint
pain. Whether you're a
senior recovering from a
fall at home, or a high
school athlete sidelined
with a nagging injury,
you’ll want to check out
Pattee’s offerings.

“I look forward to con-
tinuing this partnership
with the Spencer com-
munity as a local and
trusted therapy provider
for many years to come,”
Pattee said. “Quality care
will now be that much
closer to home.”

Since arriving in
Spencer, Pattee and his
family have kept plenty
busy. Pattee serves as
a coach for the Spencer

Soccer Club, and his
wife is a member of the
Parents Interested in
Education committee.

“Spencer just seemed
to make sense for my
family and my practice. I
could not be happier with
our location on Route 9,
set in the heart of the
community between two
great local businesses,
Klem’s and Timberyard
Brewing,” Pattee said.

Tolearn more about the
business, call 774-449-8058.
You can also visit www.
ChoicePhysicalTherapy.
net.

Southbridge to welcome
Green Meadows

A Fresh Approach to
Healthy Living & Home Improvement
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cannabis dispensary

SOUTHBRIDGE — Green Meadows
Farm (Green Meadows), a cannabis com-
pany based in the heart of Southbridge,
Mass., will open the doors of its first
cannabis dispensary Sunday, Feb. 28,
serving adult use cannabis customers.
The dispensary is located at 64 Mill St.,
Southbridge.

Owned and operated by descendants
of WWII General George S. Patton,
Green Meadows is founded on the Patton
family’s heritage of veteran advocacy,
community service and organic agricul-
ture. The company mission is simple: to
bring exceptional cannabis products to
Southbridge and surrounding commu-
nities, while engaging with consumers,
particularly veterans, on ways these
products may enhance personal health
and well-being.

“Our values are rooted in positive
social engagement,” says Bob Patton,
Manager and Chief Executive Officer.
“Southbridge is an historic commercial
center undergoing major revitalization
with both public and private sponsors.
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We at Green Meadows couldn’t be proud-
er to participate in this resurgence and
to call this diverse and vibrant commu-
nity home.”

Green Meadows is currently
approved to serve adult use custom-
ers. Medical licensing will follow early
this spring with the addition of culti-
vation and processing to organic stan-
dards to its operation. In a rarity for
Massachusetts, the company has taken
“locally grown” to a whole new level
by locating its cannabis production
alongside its dispensary in a restored
19th century mill building in down-
town Southbridge. Ultimately Green
Meadows will feature its own products
grown to the highest organic standards
along with a curated selection of quality
products from other sources.

Old Traditions made new - Family,
veterans and cannabis

The Patton family’s support for mil-
itary veterans dates back generations.
It grew stronger in light of the diffi-
cult experiences and related burdens of
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
endured by many veterans of the recent
Irag-Afghanistan era. Bob Patton’s
father, George S. Patton IV, founded
Green Meadows Farm as an organic
fruit and vegetable farm after retir-
ing as an army major-general in 1980.
Combining his devotion to organic,
sustainable agriculture with the med-
ical potential of cannabis for veterans
and others was the original inspiration
behind the family’s cannabis venture.

Where to visit Green Meadows in
Southbridge

Southbridge is located at the inter-
section of I-90 and I-84 just north of the
Connecticut border. Green Meadows’
dispensary, in the town’s “Globe
Village” neighborhood, sits across the
street from its own newly built parking
lot; a sheltered courtyard leads visitors
into the brick mill building whose ongo-
ing renovation mirrors projects occur-
ring throughout town. Green Meadows’
cultivation and processing facility is
in the same building. The industrial
space has been completely remodeled to
deploy organic and “green” horticultur-
al principles across the entirety of the
Green Meadows operation.

Regular hours for the dispensary will
be Monday -Thursday 10 a.m. — 7 p.m.

Friday - Saturday 10 a.m. — 8 p.m.;
Sunday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.





