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REAL ESTATE AUCTION – ESTATE SALE
19 GRANT STREET SPENCER
SALE DATE: OCTOBER 31st – 10am

Open Houses: Sat., Oct. 10 – 11-1pm & Mon., Oct. 12 – Noon-2pm 
7 rms, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, pantry, nice yard
Estate of long-time Spencer Educator Mary Madden MLS# 72726668
Opening bid $160,000
Auction terms at: soauctions.com – 508-479-7716
Also – Watch for Sale of Contents

Ron LaPrade (DPHS 1982) and company owner since 2000 
A mortgage broker like Ron has more options to see what is best for you!

Face-To-Face Mortgage Co.
ph: 508-892-8988    e: Ronald.laprade@verizon.net

Mass. Mortgage broker number NMLS #1241

Get Pre-approved  

before you start  

looking to buy! 

WORKING? Mortgage Rates Are In The 2’S!
If your current rate is not in the 2’s, 
CALL ME TODAY!

Ask me about VA IRRRL Loans for Veterans

Great Time To Buy Or Refinance!

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – In a clear sign 
of the escalating political acri-
mony leading up to the Nov. 
3 election, police are issuing 
warnings after a rash of stolen 
and damaged signage.

Linette Powell, a Thompson 
Pond Road resident, has been 
the target of extensive verbal 

abuse, vandalism, and thefts 
since 2016, when she dis-
played a Hillary Clinton sign 
at her home. The incidents 
have increased this fall, most 
recently when a six-foot sign 
supporting Congressman Jim 
McGovern was stolen from 
her property last month. The 
thieves eventually panicked 
after being spotted in a neigh-

bor’s yard and dropped the 
sign.

Just days after the theft, a 
large sign Powell has displayed 
to honor COVID-19 victims 
and their families was heav-
ily damaged. Also, Powell’s 
hand-painted mailbox was 
smashed and several lights on 

 

SPENCER – Thanks to the generosity of 
local organizations, several projects have 
taken place to upgrade the Senior Center.

In the summer of 2018, the Senior Center 
was presented with a donation from the 
Melvin S. Cutler Charitable Foundation, 
Barnstorm Cycles, and the Cutler Family 
to assist with improving safety issues at the 
building. A damaged door at the front of the 
building was replaced by Doug Cutler, of 
Barnstorm Cycles, and the Melvin S. Cutler 
Charitable Foundation provided funds to 
replace the front walkway and spruce up the 
landscaping.  

The Senior Center is currently in the pro-

cess of having code compliance projects com-
pleted at the building. The combination of 
these projects and the COVID-19 crisis pre-
vented the center from holding a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony this year for the previously 
finished projects, but officials want to make 
sure the donors are properly thanked.

“I can never express the depth of my grat-
itude to Mr. Cutler and his family for taking 
such an interest in our Senior Center and 
the safety of our seniors,” said Senior Center 
Director Pam Woodbury. “A Senior Center is 
vital to the wellbeing of a community’s older 
population. This donation affirmed my belief 
that angels walk among us.”

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – After an 
Eller’s Restaurant kitchen 
employee tested positive for 
COVID-19, the owners decided 
to close the restaurant for a few 
days as a precaution. 

The Cherry Valley restau-
rant was closed on Oct. 5, with 
a reopening date scheduled for 
Oct. 8. At the time of the clo-
sure, owners said the employee 
who tested positive was asymp-
tomatic and feeling well. As of 
press time, no other employees 
had tested positive.

The restaurant also pledged 
to work with the Board of 
Health agent and fully dis-
infect the building prior to 
reopening.

“All safety measures have 
been and are being taken. 

However, we would like to 
wait until all employees that 
worked with said employee 
have been tested and are neg-
ative before returning to work, 
for the safety of our team and 
our guests,” read a statement 
released by the restaurant’s 
owners. 

Family-owned and operat-
ed since 2002, the Eller’s team 
was commended by residents 
and officials for its transpar-
ency and commitment to guest 
safety. The restaurant will also 
feature several additional mea-
sures this month to enhance 
safety.

“The entire restaurant 
is being disinfected, and we 
will be taking temperature 
checks of all employees, every 
shift, upon reopening,” the 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – It’s only been two 
years since Steven Hall came 
up short in his bid to unseat 
Sen. Anne Gobi, but the land-
scape is vastly different in 2020. 
With a rematch looming, Hall 
is hopeful to reverse the results 
on Nov. 3.

Hall, a Republican from 
Sturbridge, is confident in the 
momentum he gained since his 
55-45 defeat two years ago. He 
took the lessons learned from 
2018 and is using them to fuel 
his second quest for the Senate 
district serving Worcester, 

Hampden, Hampshire, and 
Middlesex Counties. 

“Last election cycle, I lost 
by a narrow margin.  In the 
interim, the Commonwealth 
has continued to deteriorate at 
the hands of the Democrats,” 
Hall said. “The people need 
a choice, and I am the right 
choice.” 

Despite the countless chal-
lenges thrown into the cam-
paign process by COVID-19, 
Hall has found creative ways to 
connect with voters and share 
his message.

“Campaigning has changed 
dramatically as a result of 
COVID-19,” Hall said. “The 

most valuable and inspiring 
part of campaigning in 2018 
was the one-on-one inter-
action with people through 
door-knocking.  Meeting each 
voter and listening to their 
concerns validated my need to 
run for office.  This year, with 
the addition of mail-in ballots, 
my campaign has developed 
a new campaign strategy.  It 
involves not only more and 
earlier mailings, but addi-
tional digital advertising and 
phone outreach to touch all of 
the voters.” 

As a small business owner, 
author, nursing home adminis-
trator, and truck operator, Hall 

has a unique understanding of 
the interfaces between many 
economic sectors. For sev-
eral months since COVID-19 
struck, he drove tractor-trailer 
trucks to help deliver supplies 
and keep transport schedules 
running smoothly. His full-
time career is a licensed nurs-
ing home administrator and 
consultant, and he also runs 
his own business, 15 Rules 
Publishing.      

But in addition to his career 
successes, Hall continues to 
be inspired to serve and help 
make a difference in residents’ 
lives. He is unhappy with the 
current legislative composi-

tion in the Commonwealth, 
and he hopes to be part of a 
changing trend.

Turn To ELLER’S page  A7

Turn To HALL page  A7

Turn To VANDALS page  A16

Steven Hall

COVID case forces 
restaurant to close 
temporarily

Photo Courtesy

Local donations paved the way for several projects at the Spencer Senior Center.

Donations pave the way for 
Senior Center improvements

Photo Courtesy

Multiple stolen signs and acts of vandalism have been reported through-
out Spencer this election season.

Hall looks forward to rematch with Gobi

Vandalism against political signs 
prompts warning from police
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Procrastinating in regard to maintain-
ing teeth and gums can prove harmful. 
Regular dental checkups and cleanings 
can reduce discomfort and expose con-
ditions before they become especially 
problematic.

Root canal is one treatment men and 
women fear when going to the dentist. 
But root canals are often less painful 
than the symptoms that require they be 
performed.

A root canal is an endodontic ther-
apy that can treat and save teeth. The 
American Association of Endodontists 
says root canal treats inflammation or 
infection in the roots of a tooth. This pro-
cedure enables dentists to save a tooth 
rather than extract it.

WebMD explains that, during a root 
canal, the nerve and pulp of the tooth are 
removed from the inside. If the tooth’s 
nerve or pulp chamber is damaged, it can 

eventually break down and bacteria can 
begin to form within. The most common 
causes of pulp inflammation or infection 
are a cracked or chipped tooth, a deep 
cavity or filling, or another serious inju-
ry to the tooth. All of these can allow bac-
teria to enter the pulp. Debris and bacte-
ria can lead to infection or an abscessed 
tooth. Abscesses can form at the ends of 
the tooth roots. Swelling, pain, bone loss, 
and drainage into the gums may occur if 
a root canal is not performed.

The AAE says that people may avoid 
root canal treatment because they fear 
it is too painful. However, with modern 
technology and anesthetic medications, 
the pain that results from root canal 
is on par with having a cavity filled. 
Damaged tissues in the tooth and the 
severe toothache that ensues if root canal 
is not performed is generally much more 
severe than anything that occurs during 

the procedure.
Patients who are worried about dis-

comfort can speak with their dentists 
about pain management. In addition 
to anesthetic injections, some dentists 
specialize in medical sedation that can 
further calm patients’ nerves during pro-
cedures.

The American Dental Association says 
this is what people can expect during a 
root canal.

• The tooth is numbed for comfort. 
• A thin sheet of latex rubber is placed 

over the tooth to keep it dry, and an 

opening is made through the crown of 
the tooth.

• The nerve or pulp is removed. The 
excavated canal is then cleaned and 
shaped.

• Medicine may be placed in the pulp 
chamber to deter bacterial growth.

• The root canal is then filled with a 
rubber-like material to seal it. A metal or 
plastic rod or post may be placed in the 
canal to help retain the filling material so 
it can properly support the tooth.

• A temporary filling is placed in the 
tooth. During a subsequent treatment, 
the temporary filling will be replaced 
with a permanent crown or filling.

Root canals are nothing to fear. Such 
procedures are routine and generally 
produce little to no pain.  

163 North Main St.
North Brookfield, MA
508-867-8800

SUBWAY of North Brookfield
Stay Safe Everyone!

      WE ARE OPEN FOR TAKE OUT  

Outside Dining Available 
9am-9pm – 7 Days-A-Week!

Try our Fall 
CHICKEN COLLECTION!
BBQ Chicken Sub &
a NEW Buffalo 
Chicken Sub… 
Game On!

Balian Family Dental
Now in Auburn & Sturbridge

Dr. Arthur Balian D.M.D. 
Karisa Nevalsky R.D.H.

Accepting New Patients!
• General Dentistry • Root Canals 
• Crowns • Implants • Dentures 

• Extractions

To make an appointment, please call 

508-347-7007
419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
Monday & Thursday 8-5

508-721-7720
741 Southbridge Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Tuesday 8-5
Wednesday 8-5

HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS 
 All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna 

Conveniently Located On Route 9 • 284 Main St., Spencer  
 (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.) 

508-885-5511

 CROWNS • CAPS • BRIDGES 
 COMPLETE and PARTIAL DENTURES
NON SURGICAL GUM TREATMENT 

 ROOT CANAL THERAPY 
SURGICAL SERVICES

BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT 
CHRONIC BAD BREATH

Cosmetic Dentistry • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry 

SPENCER FAMILY DENTAL
Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family

New Patients Welcome 
We Strive For Painless Dentistry

WE NOW OFFER
InHouse Dental Insurance. 
Call for more information.

Payment Plans Available Through 
CareCredit and Retriever

James J. OstrOmecky, D.D.s.
Patient Focused, Family Operated Dentistry

Get your smile ready for Fall!

Comprehensive Examinations and 
Treatment Planning  

Lower Dose Digital Imaging 
Enhanced Oral Cancer  
Screening Technology  

Patient Education Coordination of 
Services with  

Specialists • Patient Liaison Services

We welcome Altus, BC/BS, Cigna, Delta, Guardian, 

MetLife, and plans through the MA Health Connector.

NEW PATIENTS  

ALWAYS WELCOMED!

For an appointment, call 

508-885-6366

or visit our website at  
www.ostromecky.com

General Family
 Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

For more information 
follow us on

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
824 Southbridge St., Auburn MA
(508) 832-8826

www.SteadfastFamilyDental.com

Dr. Benjamin Tubo

—  F A M I L Y  D E N T A L  —

• Same Day Crowns
• Cone Beam CT 3D X-Ray
• Computer Guided 
  Implant Surgery

• Six Month Smiles -  
 Clear Braces
• Veneers  • Dentures
• And More

OCTOBER IS
NATIONAL DENTAL HYGIENE MONTH!

Thank you to all Dental Hygienists for your courage in the face of  
adversity and promoting good oral health during this global pandemic.  

Your patients appreciate all that you do to keep them healthy.

Visit one of these Professionals  
to improve your family’s oral health. 

Good dental hygiene is very important to overall good health.

YOUR 
TEETH 

MATTER

Uxbridge 
Dental Center
Edward 
SwidErSki, ddS

508-278-2277
Smile again in 2020

OctOber iS 
natiOnal Dental  
Hygiene mOntH

call nOw 
fOr an appOintment

Dr. Jeremy 
Nguyen, DMD

www.sturbridgedental.com

508-347-9336
3 Wallace Road
Sturbridge, MA

We Now 
Accept

MassHealth!
*For patients  

under 21*

GIANT 
Yard 
Sale
St. Roch Church

October 17th 
 8 AM - 2 PM

334 Main St., Route 12
Oxford, MA 01540

No need to fear root canals 

LEICESTER POLICE GO PINKLEICESTER POLICE GO PINK
Photo Courtesy

The Leicester Police 
Department is cele-
brating its annual 
Pink Patch Project. 
Residents stopped by 
the police station on 
Oct. 3 to purchase 
Pink Patch Project 
items, including 
sweatshirts, pins, 
patches, and key-
chains, among oth-
ers. All proceeds 
will be donated to a 
local charity. If you 
would like to place 
an order, send an 
email to ParkinsonA@
LeicesterPD.org. 
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FCC Leicester to host 
drive-by food drive

LEICESTER — On Saturday, Oct. 10 
from 1-5 p.m., the First Congregational 
Church of Leicester will be sponsoring 
its second Drive-By food drive to benefit 
the food pantry at St. Joseph’s Church. 
Donations of non-perishable food items, 
personal care and baby items are need-

ed.

School district  
launches help desk 

for remote learning
SPENCER – Committed to improv-

ing the remote learning experience for 
students and families, the Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District 
recently announced new tools to help 
solve technical issues.

Last month, the district unveiled a 
help desk program that provides assis-
tance with technology-related questions 
and issues. If students are having prob-
lems with their district-issued laptops 
and devices, a parent or guardian can 
simply call the help desk and receive 
guidance.

For school officials, it means a lot to 
offer a free service that will help alle-
viate the stress of online learning. At 
a time when parents and students are 
already feeling plenty of added pres-
sures, every new resource is greatly 

appreciated.
“We expect the help desk to increase 

our capacity to help and support par-
ents, and address their technology needs 
if and when they arise,” said SEBRSD 
Superintendent Paul Haughey.

The help desk is open from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on each school day.

The service can be reached by email 
at technology@sebrsd.org, or by phone 
at 508-885-8509.

Accuracy Watch

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 

P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

Name: Scarlet
Breed: DSH 
Sex: Spayed Female
Age: 5 Mos.

My name is Scarlet. I am a lovely girl with a lovely 
personality to match. I’m still a playful kitten but I 
am also content to lounge on the scratching posts. 
I love attention and will purr non-stop when the 
shelter lady pets me. I am very compatible with the 
other cats at the shelter. I will make a wonderful 
addition to a loving family.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

new • used • sales • service

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Cindy Thompson of Brookfield

Our Person of the Week is Cindy Thompson who is 

the secretary of the Brookfield Highway Department. For 

years she’s written grant applications that have brought 

in literally thousands upon thousands of dollars of badly 

needed revenue for infrastructure repairs and projects in 

Brookfield. And she’s done all this while serving as sec-

retary of the Highway Department without any extra pay. 

It’s about time she gets acknowledgment of her unique 

skills and willingness to put in that extra effort, to the 

benefit of the entire town, in addition to her duties with 

a very busy department.

 – Submitted by Sharon Mahoney

MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 

508-868-4291
www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com

MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

NOTICE HYDRANT FLUSHING
TOWN OF SPENCER

The Town of Spencer Water Department will be  
flushing fire hydrants throughout the distribution  
system starting October 5 thru October 23, 2020 
Flushing removes sediment from the water mains  

to help maintain water quality.  
When the Water Department staff is in the immediate 
area, residents could experience loss of pressure and 

short periods of rusty water. 
We are sorry for ant inconvenience this may cause.
 If you have any concerns, please feel free to contact  

the Water Department office at 508-885-7725. 
Thank you.

ATTENTION  
 WEST BROOKFIELD RESIDENTS

Hydrant Flushing
  The West Brookfield 

Water Department will be  

flushing hydrants

Oct. 19, 2020 thru Oct. 30, 2020

during the hours of 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Flushing will cause some

disturbance in the water mains. 

The water may appear cloudy  

but will eventually dissipate.

           Please plan water use accordingly.

FREE 
COMMUNITY COOKOUT
East Brookfield Baptist Church will hold an 

outdoor Community Cookout on 
Saturday, October 10, 

from noon-3 p.m.
All are invited, 

and there is no cost.
Hamburgers, hot dogs &  

beverages will be served, and 
social distancing will be in place.

Public Notification - Child Find
In keeping with the mission of the Spencer-East Brookfield Regional School District, 
and in alignment with the Massachusetts General Laws, this notice is provided as part of 
the outreach and ongoing liaison with resources within the SEBRSD community towns 
of Spencer and East Brookfield. This is to advise you of the availability of the referral pro-
cess for Special Education evaluations for those children, ages three through twenty-two, 
who may be suspected to have a disability and may be determined eligible for specialized 
instruction and/or related services.

Special Education regulations require that principals, or other educational administra-
tors, make specific efforts to first meet the student’s needs in the general education setting. 
Those efforts include promotion of instructional practices and provision of adequate in-
structional support for students and teachers (MGL, c. 71B, section 2). If any student has 
been unsuccessful in making progress within the general curriculum, despite documented 
instructional support and effort, and is suspected of having a disability, any parent, care-
giver, or professional may refer the student for a Special Education evaluation.

If you suspect your child may have a disability interfering with his/her learning, please 
contact the Student Services Department at 508-885-8515.

Zoning violation prompts 
cease & desist order

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER 

SPENCER – With frustration mount-
ing for residents of Borkum Road, town 
officials continue to monitor an ongoing 
zoning violation.

Dozens of shipping containers were 
recently dropped off at 51 Borkum Rd., 
transported by a wave of commercial 
trucks. Approximately 60 to 100 contain-
ers have been stored on the property, 
drawing the ire of neighbors and town 
officials. Multiple sources confirmed 
that the trucks caused damage to the 
freshly paved road, and local drivers 
have been angered by the influx of com-
mercial traffic in their neighborhood.

“It’s a residential, scenic road. These 
commercial trucks do not belong in 
this neighborhood,” said Select Board 
Chairman Ralph Hicks, who has 
received several complaints from resi-
dents.

The property is owned by Jonathan 
Gabriel, of Northborough. A cease and 
desist order was recently issued by 

the building inspector regarding the 
transport of additional containers to the 
property. Officials hope the situation 
can be resolved without further actions 
being taken against the owner. 

“We’ve been monitoring this situa-
tion for some time,” said Town Planner 
Paul Dell’Aquila. “The building inspec-
tor confirmed last week that the con-
tainers are being used to store materials 
and equipment related to solar develop-
ments, and now there are many more 
containers that have been delivered and 
offloaded on the site. Thus, the owner 
needs to apply for a special permit from 
the Planning Board for storage of con-
struction materials.”

Officials said the road doesn’t cur-
rently have any weight restrictions in 
place, but they are concerned by the 
excess truck traffic. The commercial 
transport activities went largely unno-
ticed for weeks due to the location of the 
road, officials said.

“The neighbors on Borkum Road 
have been very helpful in keeping us 

informed of the activity on the site, 
given its relatively remote location in 
town,” Dell’Aquila added. “The infor-
mation they provided enabled the build-
ing inspector’s follow-up. I am expecting 
an application from the owner in time 
to be heard for the November Planning 
Board meeting, as the deadline for the 
October meeting has already passed.”

The 51 Borkum Rd. property, which 
previously served as a junkyard, is no 
stranger to controversy under its cur-
rent ownership. In 2006, Gabriel was 
ordered to stop all unapproved activi-
ties related to ATV racing on the prop-
erty after receiving multiple noise and 
environmental complaints. Gabriel 
unsuccessfully sought a special permit 
from the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
an ATV racetrack, and a judge later 
rejected Gabriel’s appeal of the cease 
and desist order. 

Gabriel could not be reached for com-
ment on the cease and desist order relat-
ed to the storage containers. 

 

Hofstra University welcomes 
Lyndsey Schimmelpenningh 

of North Brookfield
HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. —  Hofstra 

University welcomes Lyndsey 
Schimmelpenningh, who has joined 
our  dynamic community of more than 
11,000 students from around the world 
who are dedicated to civic engage-
ment, academic excellence, and becom-
ing leaders in their communities and 
their careers. We can’t wait to see all 
the great things Lyndsey will do as a 
#HUWorldChanger!

Hofstra University  is a nationally 
ranked and recognized private univer-
sity in Hempstead, N.Y. that is the only 
school to ever host three consecutive 

presidential debates (2008, 2012 and 
2016). Our campus is a leafy oasis just 
a quick train ride away from New York 
City and all its cultural, recreation-
al and professional opportunities. We 
offer small classes and personal atten-
tion, with the resources, technology and 
facilities of a large university. Students 
can choose from more than 165 under-
graduate program options and 175 grad-
uate program options in the liberal arts 
and sciences, education, health profes-
sions and human services, the Peter S. 
Kalikow School of Government, Public 
Policy and International Affairs, the 

Fred DeMatteis School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, the Frank G. 
Zarb School of Business, the Lawrence 
Herbert School of Communication, the 
Maurice A. Deane School of Law, the 
Hofstra Northwell School of Nursing 
and Physician Assistant Studies, and 
the Donald and Barbara Zucker School 
of Medicine at Hofstra/Northwell. 
Hofstra University is a dynamic com-
munity of 11,000 students from around 
the world who are dedicated to civic 
engagement, academic excellence and 
becoming leaders in their communities 
and their careers.
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Add a bit of flavor and 
health benefits to your main 
course with some homegrown 
garlic. This vegetable has been 
used for thousands of years as 
both food and medicine. Today 
it is credited with fighting 
heart disease, lowering blood 
pressure and cholesterol, and 
boosting the immune system 

while fighting cancer.  Grow 
garlic in a well-drained soil 
and full sun. Plant cloves in 
fall about six weeks before 
the ground freezes in cold 
climates and early winter in 
warmer regions. Garlic needs 
6 to 8 weeks of cool tempera-
tures below 40 degrees for the 
shoot and bulb to develop. The 
leaves will form during cool, 
short days then slows as bulb 
growth begins when the days 
are warmer and longer.

 Plant individual cloves with 
the pointed side up and the 
base of the clove 2 to 3 inches 
below the soil surface. Space 
cloves 6 inches apart in rows 
12 to 14 inches apart or more 
depending on the variety.

Mulch the soil with weed-
free straw after the ground 
freezes in regions with cold 
winters. This provides added 
insulation and helps prevent 
frost heaving that occurs when 
temperatures fluctuate, caus-
ing soil to alternately freeze, 
thaw and shift throughout the 
winter.

Water thoroughly and often 
enough to keep the soil even-

ly moist during active growth. 
Inconsistent moisture during 
the growing season results in 
misshapen bulbs. Mulch the 
soil with shredded leaves, ever-
green needles, or other organic 
matter to conserve moisture, 
suppress weeds, and improve 
the soil as it decomposes.

Double your garlic harvest 
by using the curly Q stems, 
called  scapes, in cooking and 
flower arrangements. Watch 
for these curled stems about a 
month after the spring leaves 
appear. 

 Remove the scape soon after 
the swollen part appears at the 
tip of the stem. Cut or break the 
scape off just below the swollen 
area. All parts are edible and 
can be used fresh or cooked 
just like garlic. You will not 
only enjoy the mild flavor but 
removing the scapes helps 
increase the size of the garlic 
bulbs.

Harvest garlic when about 
one third, but less than one 
half of the leaves turn brown. 
Start by digging one plant and 
checking the garlic for matu-
rity. Cloves should be plump 

and fill the skin. Immature gar-
lic does not store well while 
over-mature bulbs are subject 
to disease.  

Cure garlic for 3 to 4 weeks 
in a warm, well-ventilated loca-
tion. Once dried, remove the 
tops and store in a cool, moder-
ately humid location with good 
air circulation and out of direct 
sunlight. Properly harvested 
and cured garlic will last for up 
to 8 months.  

So, plant some garlic this fall 
and add flavor and health ben-
efits to your meals.

Gardening expert Melinda 
Myers has 30 years of horticul-
ture experience and written over 
20 gardening books, includ-
ing  Small Space Gardening. 
Myers is the host of  The  Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” DVD  series  and the 
nationally syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio seg-
ments. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms  magazine. Myers’ web-
site is www.melindamyers.com.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~
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Real Estate

Spencer Almanac

BROOKFIELD 
$165,000, 24 Kimball St, Dion, 

Theresa, and White, Randy D,
to White, Jeremy J, and White, 

Courtney.

EAST BROOKFIELD
$380,000, 555 Podunk Rd, Patchen, 

Donald J, and Patchen,
Jaclyn S, to Parks, Erica L.
$75,000, High Rocks Rd #13, J 

Harder Construction LLC, to
Casaubon, Joel R, and Casaubon, 

Christine E.

LEICESTER
$600,000, 10 Lake Shore Dr, Joncas 

LT, and Joncas, Carol A,
to Kassatly, Russell C, and 

Kassatly, April B.
$459,900, 3 Oak Bluff Ln, Schold 

Development LLC, to
Fraser, Selena D.
$283,500, 12 Carleton Rd, Diep, 

Larry, to Costello, James J,
and Costello, Caitlyn A.
$244,000, 18 Collier Ave, Drapeau, 

Deirdre M, and Drapeau,
Mark P, to Campaniello, Janet M.

SPENCER
$377,000, 45 Northwest Rd, 

Remillard, Albert M, and Remillad, 
Claudine M, to Falamino, Jason M, 
and Falamino, Kathleen M.

$246,647, 5 South St, Butler, Joel 
D, and Butler, David J, to Barter, 
Johnathan.

$85,000, 17 Buteau Rd, Cote, 
Christine, to W& R Carpentry Inc.

WARREN
$310,000, 987 Little Rest Rd, 

Gingras, Margaret A, to Gingras, 
Andre R, and Gingras, Amanda R.

Grow garlic this fall for flavorful meals 
and health benefits

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Photo Melinda Myers

Plant garlic cloves in fall about six weeks before the ground freezes in cold climates and early winter in warmer 
regions. 

It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 

Need a  
FRESH IDEA  

for your  
advertising?

508-764-4325
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JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550508-784-1550

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

   Fall   Fall
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

commercial • residential

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter  
installation. 

Offer exp. 11/30/20.

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… 
Look no further!

I’ll beat any of my competitor’s prices by giving 
you back 10% of your hard earned money  

off their lowest price guaranteed!

GuttersGranite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 10/31/20. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& & PROPANEPROPANE

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty BlacktopNew Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”

FREE ESTIMATES

Concrete

—  SERVING CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND  —
WHY CONCRETE QUICK?

CONCRETE 
QUICK, LLC
No Minimum Purchase 

Buy Only What You Need

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility – according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job… no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Job too small • No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste • Environmentally Friendly

NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

WEEKEND Pours Available!
(508) 868-3946 ask for Clyde

ConcreteQuickLLC.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTINGHome Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Painting

Interior, 
Exterior

Wallpapering 
And 

General Repair 
Fully Insured

40 years experience

CALL 
508-764-8548

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters

GU
TT

ER
 

CL
EA

NI
NG

S

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© finished basements 
© additions © garages

© siding © roofing © decks

© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

BRIAN’S TRUCKBRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

for more information or for a free estimate
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Custom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
ACCURATE 

PEST  
CONTROL

Full Pest Control 
Services

Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanElectrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com
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FAMILY DINING & GIFT GUIDE

 To advertise on this page, contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or 508-909-4062

Visit these fine local establishments for 
great gifts, food, beverages & take-out too!

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com 
Hours: Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8 • Thurs, Fri, Sat 8-9

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

WE ARE RE-OPENED FOR 
INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Friday & Saturday Night After 4:30

Herb Half Roasted Chicken
 Prime Rib

Full Menu – Take out still available

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com | TUES - FRI 10-5 • SAT 10-2

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

Plan ahead to add some Plan ahead to add some 
sparkle to the holidays!sparkle to the holidays!
Layaway now for best selection or still 

plenty of time to custom design. 

Stop in, call or text 508-885-3385 

for more details or for later appointment 

on Thursday evenings.

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
 508.885.7705
Open 7 Days • 6am-2:30pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips 
 New Special Every Saturday

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 10/31/20 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 10/31/20 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brookfield Locations 
~

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567          

Worcester
267 Webster St.                   
508-798-3111

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

www.salemcrossinn.com               (508)867-2345

INDOOR & OUTDOOR DINING
Reservations are required; please wear masks upon entering

TAKE-OUT IS AVAILABLE 
Order from our Website or Facebook page

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 4:00-8:00;  
Sunday noon-6:00 pm

We are looking forward to seeing you all again!

— BYOB —
WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com

Closed Sun & Mon • Tues 10am-3 pm 
Wed & Thur 10am-7pm • Fri & Sat 10am 8:30 pm

3 Course Meal Special 
Wednesday & Thursday after 2pm ~$25.00 

Full dine-in ~ with reservation 

Every Fri & Sat Night Full Dinner Service
~Reservations Only~

Specials listed daily on Facebook and on our Website 
Please wear masks to enter

Fresh Baked Bread  • Party Platters 
 Pastries, Cookies & Bars 

Special Order Cakes & Cupcakes

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

We are using our Five Dining Rooms to 
keep our guests safe and socially distant.

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
HOURS

Lunch: Thur, Fri, Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Thur, Fri, Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $11.95

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 11/30/20

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

~ Function Rooms 10-250 Guests ~

Haymaker’s GrilleHaymaker’s Grille 
NOW OPEN FOR DINE-IN OR TAKE-OUT

152 Main St, Spencer, MA • 774-745-8095
 

New Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri 7am-2pm
Sat & Sun 7am-1pm

Daily Specials
Ice Cream, Desserts, 

Catering • Baked Goods 
Homemade Soup

Breakfast (all day) 
Lunch 

B.Y.O.B.
Check out our
 new menu at

www.haymakersgrille.
com/menu

Yankee Diner

Mon - Sat 7am-2 pm; Thurs & Fri till 8pm; Sun 7am-1pm
Breakfast served all day  

Lunch 11:30-2pm • Dinner Thurs & Fri 2pm- 8pm
(Face mask required to enter)

16 Worcester Rd., Charlton, MA 01507  
Call Ahead - 508-434-0358

Cash only – ATM inside

FAMILY STYLE DINNERS TO GO
EVERY THURSDAY 3pm to 8pm (serves 4-6) 

Housemade  
American Chop Suey  $50.00
Housemade Shepherd’s Pie 
 $55.00
Housemade Meatloaf  $60.00
Swedish Meatballs  $62.00

Rigatoni Pasta  $52.00
House Marinated Steak Tips 
 $70.00   

Add Caesar or House Salad 
to any of the entrees for $20 

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

WE ARE RE-OPENED 
FOR INDOOR DINING!
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 

Sun, Mon & Wed 8-8; Thurs, Fri & Sat 8-9; Closed Tues

DAILY SPECIALS BOARD 
Friday & Saturday after 4:30

~ Herb Roasted Half Chicken ~
~ Prime Rib ~

Fri & Sat specials change weekly. Please wear a mask to enter.

The pan-
demic has 
affected all 
of us in some 
way, and 
non-profits 
are no excep-
tion. The 
W o r c e s t e r 
H i s t o r i c a l 

Museum recently reopened 
with social distancing guide-
lines in place. The Worcester 
Art Museum is scheduled to 
reopen this week. Cancelled 
events due to COVID-19 
decreased revenue at these 
larger non-profits. Smaller 
non-profits typically have 
fewer grants and have likely 
suffered larger setbacks due to 
COVID-19. With the inability 
conduct in-person meetings, 
members of smaller non-profits 
have not been able to share the 
camaraderie with those who 
hold similar interests.

One local non-profit group is 
learning how to adapt during 
these unprecedented times. 
The Townsend Historical 
Society recently approached 
me about appraising items vir-

tually. I had appraised items 
at a live appraisal event for 
them in Townsend in 2017. I 
enjoy the interaction with the 
public at these events and look 
forward to having that interac-
tion soon, even if it’s through 
a screen.

The event will take place via 
Zoom during the Townsend 
Historical Society’s “Virtually 
Vintage: A Live, Online 
Antique Appraisal Event” on 
Oct. 10 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
You can buy tickets to get 
your items appraised on their 
website: townsendhistoricalso-
ciety.org.  Appraisals are $10 
each or 3 items for $25. After 
you purchase your ticket(s), 
you can either send photos of 
your items and any history 
that you have or bring them 
in person to Townsend on the 
day of the event. Ticket holders 
will be able to watch the entire 
event or just sign in when it 
is time to have their items 
appraised.

I have been working close-
ly with Taber Morrell, the 
Site Administrator for the 
Townsend Historical Society, 

to prepare for the event. In an 
email interview, he said that the 
Site Administrator is responsi-
ble for the “Reed Homestead 
where [they] do most of [their] 
tours and programs, and where 
[their] records and artifact col-
lections are stored.” Morrell 
also said: “the position extends 
to other historic buildings we 
care for as well, a 19th century 
grist mill, cooperage, church, 
and some monuments through-
out town.”

Mr. Morrell provided me 
with some additional informa-
tion on the organization and 
event.  The group has close to 
300 members who are “real-
ly active with the Historical 
Society and its programs.”  He 
informed me that the “apprais-
al held in 2017 along with our 
Arts and Crafts Fair are abso-
lutely the most talked about 
events.”  Unfortunately, the 
fair had to be canceled this 
year, but the organization has 
been working hard to make 
many other events accessible 
virtually. Mr. Morrell said 
that the Townsend Historical 
Society has run a “virtual open 

house, an online presentation 
about the history of tourism in 
New England, and [they are] 
even working on a web-based 
cemetery tour for October.”  He 
informed me that “members 
have been craving another edi-
tion of the antique appraisal 
[held with me] in 2017” and 
they hoped to “create a virtual 
version we could make a lot of 
people really happy.” I look for-
ward to utilizing modern tech-
nology to help online attendees 
learn more about their histori-
cal artifacts.  I hope to see some 
regular readers of this column 
through my screen.

In addition to the virtual 
appraisal with the Townsend 
Historical Society, we also have 
other exciting events coming 
up this month. We will be hold-
ing an estate sale in Stoneham, 
Mass. on Oct. 17, following 
COVID-19 safety guidelines.  
Bidding will end on October 
28th for our online coin auc-
tion.  We are still accepting 
quality consignments for our 
multi-estate online antiques 
and collectibles auction ending 
on Nov. 11.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/Appraiser 
Central Mass Auctions for 
Antique Auctions, Estate Sales 
and Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.com (508-
612- 6111) info@centralmassauc-
tions.com.

Adjusting to the times: Get your antique and  
collectibles appraised without leaving home

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates
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“The Democrats far outnumber the 
Republicans at the State House. They 
have continually increased spending, 
increased government regulations, 
voted against transparency, and are 
looking to defund the police, while 
allowing our state to become a sanctu-
ary state,” Hall said. “We can do bet-
ter. The Commonwealth doesn’t have a 
revenue problem – we have a spending 
problem. As a leader in healthcare, I’ve 
demonstrated that improving quality 
of care, as well as patient, family, and 
employee satisfaction, are not always 
dependent upon increased spending. 
It’s about spending wisely and efficient-
ly.”

One of Hall’s major visions is to 
improve service to constituents through 
efficiency while avoiding overtaxing. 
He also hopes to use his experience as 
a small business owner to find ways to 
help entrepreneurs and local workers 
who have been devastated by the pan-
demic. 

“The long-term economic, health, 
and educational impacts of the corona-
virus pandemic continue to worsen,” 
Hall said. “Balancing public health and 
economic impact, as well as people’s 
mental and emotional wellbeing, is dif-
ficult. It’s going to require leadership 
with real-world experience, a leader 
who has responded with solutions and 
knows first-hand the struggles of fam-
ilies, healthcare workers, and small 
businesses.”

Hall also emphasizes the need to 
focus on such ramifications of the pan-
demic as increased substance abuse, 
domestic violence, and neglect of chil-
dren and seniors. Additional tools must 
be utilized to focus on all aspects of the 
recovery effort, he said.

“The federal, state, and local govern-
ments are feeling the effects of budget 
shortages and supply chain problems. 
Local businesses have been forced 
to close their doors, employees have 
been sent home without pay, and the 
unemployment insurance system is 
overrun,” Hall said. “Business owners 
throughout the district are watching 
their life’s work being destroyed, and 
their business and personal finances 
are disappearing. Unemployed workers 
are cutting costs to reduce the long-

term financial impact of prolonged job-
lessness. Unfortunately, the Democrats 
have done nothing to reduce spending 
and redirect the resources where they 
need to be.”

Hall is particularly concerned about 
small businesses (500 employees or 
fewer) and micro-businesses, which 
don’t exceed 25 employees. Many local 
businesses have already had to close, 
and several others are on the brink. 
Hall joins a growing list of area leaders, 
business owners, and residents who 
have expressed their frustrations with 
the state’s reopening regulations.

“The Massachusetts government 
has shown its disregard for the live-
lihood of its people during this cri-
sis, while it continues to advocate for 
supporting illegal immigrants,” Hall 
said. “Moreover, our citizens are facing 
government fines for celebrating a wed-
ding, and restaurants are facing fines 
for serving potato chips with a glass 
of wine or beer. Simultaneously, pro-
testers have been allowed to loot, and 
convicted criminals have been released 
from prisons. Unfortunately, most of 
our current elected officials have been 
silent on this hypocrisy and are more 
concerned with solidifying their reelec-
tion than they are with actually finding 
solutions.”

Hall is also worried about the con-
fusion and inconsistencies surround-
ing the reopening of schools statewide. 
Most districts are employing a hybrid 
model of in-person and remote learn-
ing at the elementary school level, but 
thousands of middle and high schoolers 
across the state are learning at home. 
Many education leaders and legislators 
fear that prolonged remote learning 
could have harmful effects.  

“I am seriously concerned about 
the wellbeing of the children of 
Massachusetts,” Hall said. “I am con-
cerned that these kids are missing out 
on a learning opportunity that many 
may never recover from. Besides the 
discrepancies in educational opportu-
nities, they are not interacting with 
their peers in person. This interaction 
is vital to continue building and main-
taining a productive and homogeneous 
society. In addition to the educational 
impact on our youth, their physical 
wellbeing and mental stability are suf-
fering.”

During his talks with voters this 
campaign season, Hall has discussed 

his comprehensive COVID-19 recov-
ery plan. It focuses on several topics, 
including increased small business 
assistance; developing tools to quickly 
return unemployed residents to work; 
providing incentives to shop local; and 
ensuring that unemployment benefits 
do not deter employees from returning 
to work.

Hall began his career as a machinist 
and toolmaker after graduating from 
Pathfinder Voc.Tech. High School in 

Palmer. After 25 years in the machine 
trade – and ultimately owning a 
machine shop – he received a bache-
lor’s degree in long-term care admin-
istration from St. Joseph’s College of 
Maine.

Years later, Hall received two United 
States patents for medical devices. He 
also served as a volunteer firefighter 
and as the Town of Wales recreation 
director.

Hi! My name is Aleenah and I 
have a great sense of humor!
Aleenah is a fun, outgoing girl with 

an enormous amount of charisma 
and great sense of humor. Some of 
Aleenah’s favorite activities include 
bowling, roller skating, going to the 
movies, drawing, and singing along 
to the songs on the radio. Aleenah 
does especially well with young-
er children; she is always willing to 
help out in other classrooms, read to 
younger kids, and/or mentor them. 
Aleenah feels important and takes 
great pride in building these relation-
ships.

Legally free for adoption, Aleenah 
is in need of a family that can pro-
vide a structured, loving home. She 
would do best with a single mother 
or a two-parent family with or with-
out other children. Interested families 
should be comfortable maintaining 

contact with Aleenah’s siblings and her birth mother, who she visits with 
twice per year.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If you’re 

at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, 
you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can 
be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; 
LGBTQ singles and couples. 

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. 
The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place 
to call home. 

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Aleenah
Age 13
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HALL
continued from page A1

restaurant’s statement read. “We have 
also asked the Board of Health for a full 
inspection before we reopen.”

The restaurant’s owners were not 
asked or required to close by the Board 
of Health. They made the decision as a 
precautionary measure to ensure the 
safety of staff and guests.

“We thank you for your understand-
ing and continued support,” the state-
ment read. “We look forward to serv-
ing you Thursday night at 4, when we 
reopen, confident that we have provided 
a safe atmosphere for all.”

At a time when many local restau-
rants are struggling to bring in new 
customers and maintain the trust of 
existing patrons, Eller’s Restaurant was 
praised for its quick decision in the 
interest of safety.

“We applaud Mr. Eller’s efforts in 
taking proactive steps in light of his 
employee’s positive test,” said Town 
Administrator David Genereux. “Eller’s 
is a fixture in the Leicester community, 
and it comes as no surprise that he’s 
going above and beyond local require-
ments to ensure that his restaurant will 
be safe for employees and patrons when 
he reopens later in the week.”

Over the past two weeks, COVID-19 
cases have been rising statewide. For 
five days in a row, Oct. 1-5, new cases 
topped 500 across the state. On two days, 
the state saw over 700 new cases.

Residents are urged to continue wear-
ing masks in public, social distancing, 
and avoiding large indoor gatherings. 
With winter approaching and flu sea-
son starting, it’s especially important 
to follow COVID-19 regulations, state 
leaders said.

  

ELLER’S
continued from page A1

Tips to Carve a Full Fall Display
No traditional New England 

harvest display would be com-
plete without a parade of fat 
pumpkins and a sprinkling of 
assorted gourds. The simple 
pumpkin, rich in both nutri-
tion and heritage, has long 
served as an object of intrigue 
and even today, generations 
of Native Americans hail the 
pumpkin’s healing seeds as 
a medicinal sedative. Add in 
the mystique of the annual 
Halloween Jack-O-Lantern, 
and its no wonder both pump-
kins and gourds remain an 
autumn wonder, touted for 
both their culinary and decora-
tive virtues. Here are some tips 
to “carve out” a fun fall display! 
*** 

For carving, choose pump-
kins with a sturdy stem, as 
this is the sign of a healthy 
pumpkin. Never lift a pump-
kin by its stem, not only do 
you risk it breaking off, a 
stemless pumpkin ages faster. 
***

If you are tracing a design 
to carve from a pumpkin or 
gourd, use a chopstick or nut 
spear to press into the gourd 
for a foolproof guideline.  
***

To cut out a top lid that won’t 
fall inside the pumpkin, carve a 
hexagon shape to keep it sitting 
pretty throughout the night. 

***
Better yet, cut off the bot-

tom of the pumpkin instead 
of the top. Place the carved 
pumpkin over a candle safely 
set on a plate, or for optimum 
safety, simply use a flashlight. 
***

If you plan to place a pillar can-
dle inside your Jack-Lantern, 
first cut a hole in the bottom 
of the pumpkin the same size 
as your candle to stabilize it. 
***

For a festive twist on tradi-
tional Jack-O-Lantern lights 
or candles, stuff a string of 
small white Christmas lights 
inside the carved pump-
kin. Make a hole out the 
back to feed plug through. 
***

Carving a gourd? Here’s a 
hint to halt the hassle. Simply 
place a towel inside a large 
bowl to hold the gourd steady. 
Place the gourd in the pad-
ded bowl to keep it from mov-
ing while you trace or cut. 
***

Did you know? The Japanese 
considered the gourd a lucky 
token and believed a set of 
six gourds had the power to 
improve health and spir-
itual power. Plus they 
believed the set of gourds 
could produce six fortunes!  
***

Want your Jack-O-Lantern 
or gourd sculpture to last lon-
ger? A spray of Lysol or other 
disinfectant will prolong 
life of pumpkins and gourds. 
*** 

For long term storage, put 
a thin amount of petroleum 
jelly on the exposed, sawed 
edges. This prevents water 
from getting out. If water gets 
out, your pumpkin will shrivel. 
***

Stretch the longevity of a 
Jack-O-Lantern by giving it 
a bath. Let the pumpkin float 
for a few hours, or even over-
night, allowing the insides fill 
with water. Put a little bleach 
in the water if you wish to 
prevent mold. The pumpkin 
absorbs the water and become 
very firm. Anytime your 
pumpkin shrivels, soak it in 
a bath of cold water for one to 
eight hours to rejuvenate it. ** 
***

Another way to extend a light-
ed Jack-O-Lantern’s life is to 

poke a vent hole or two in the top 
of the pumpkin to vent the heat 
and slow the rotting process. 
***

Jack-O-Lantern Lore 
Legend has it the Jack-O-
Lantern evolved from an Irish 
tale involving a drunkard 
named Jack. According to the 
longtime yarn, Jack was a trick-
ster who playfully deceived 
family members. His fate was 
sealed the day he attempted to 
trick the devil into climbing 
an apple tree. Once Jack con-
vinced the devil to climb the 
tree, he placed crosses around 
the tree truck, trapping the 
devil. With the devil cornered, 
Jack refused let him down until 
he promised not to take Jack’s 
soul when he died. The story 
goes that many years later 
when Jack died, he couldn’t get 
into heaven, yet he was turned 
out of hell too, because of the 
devil’s long ago promise. Jack 
found himself with nowhere 
to go. He asked the devil how 
to leave the gates of hell as 
there was no light to guide him. 
According to the tale, the devil 
threw him an ember from the 
flames of hell to help him light 
his way. Jack put the burning 
ember inside a hollowed out 
pumpkin. From that day on, 
it is said that Jack wandered 
the earth without a resting 

place, lighting his way with his 
lantern, thus the legend of the 
“Jack-O-Lantern,” was born. 
***

Win Dinner for Two at the 
Publick House

Your tips can win you a great 
dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn 
in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner 
per month will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two at 
the renown restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town 
common in historic Sturbridge. 
Because I’m in the business of 
dispensing tips, not inventing 
them (although I can take cred-
it for some), I’m counting on 
you readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful hint 

or handy tip that has worked 
for you? Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If so, why 
not share them with readers 
of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, 
PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or E-mail  KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a 
drawing for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint
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To the Editor:
We hear a lot about “liberal media 

bias,” the “mainstream media,” and 
whatnot.   Approximately half of all 
mainstream journalists identify as 
independents; however, it is true 
that they identify as Democrats over 
Republicans in a ratio of 4:1 (28 per-
cent vs. 7 percent).  Before citing that 
as evidence of media bias, perhaps 
we should consider that it might be 
a consequence of journalists being 
highly informed and highly educated 
people.   During Trump’s first 60 days 
in office, 62 percent of the news stories 
involving him were negative, whereas 
only 20 percent of news stories during 
Obama’s first 60 days were negative.  
As much as that might seem like evi-
dence of bias - isn’t it entirely possible 
that Barack Obama was just a better 
president compared to Donald Trump?  
It isn’t like the media fawned over 
him like Kim Jong Un or Xi Xinping 
like Trump seems to expect out of Fox 
News.

Maybe, just maybe, reporting on the 
news is not a “liberal bias,” but accu-
rate and fair reporting on politicians 
and world events would lead one to fall 

more on the side of Democrats?  Could 
that be it?

More votes were cast for Democratic 
presidential candidates in six of the 
last seven elections.   Since 1988, only 
2004 had more votes for a Republican.  
If we average all presidential elections 
since 1992, 9.4 percent more ballots 
were cast for Democrats compared 
to Republicans.   If we average all 
Senatorial elections since 1990 to date, 
Democrats on average have earned 
11 percent more ballots cast.   If we 
average all House races since 1990 to 
date, Democrats have earned 3 percent 
more votes.   This country has had a 
clear majority in favor of Democrats 
for a generation.

In reality, we know that the 
Republicans are electorally compet-
itive despite the fact that when we 
count ballots it seems as though they 
shouldn’t be…  How is this?  For years 
they had been the beneficiaries of our 
political system which unwittingly 
benefits empty land and rural areas 
and the Republican party has turned 
into the party of rural white inter-
ests.  For example, Wyoming gets two 

Partisan advantage

To the Editor:
To the middle-aged white woman in 

the expensive white Mercedes:
Why were you so unhinged?  You 

could not stop screaming that we are 
“racists” and “rednecks!”  Clearly, 
you have no clue…because we are 
neither!  

Your face was as steaming red as 
the light when you sped off!  

One can only presume that you are 
a Democrat…a card-carrying member 
of the party of hate!

You despise anyone who choos-
es individual freedom over govern-
ment regulation!  Irony…The First 
Amendment allows you to spew your 
demented and dopey accusations!

Your virtue signaling is unbecom-
ing!  Irony…your moral superiority 
and abhorrence of those who disagree 
with you is socially unjust!

You loath anyone who chooses cap-
italism over socialism.  Irony…You 
drive a high end Mercedes that you 
acquired by working hard, succeed-
ing, prospering and achieving wealth!

President Trump is going to be 
reelected by a landslide, so let’s hope 
your lunatic animosity subsides, so 
you and your ilk don’t overwhelm our 
mental health facilities!

 Sincere sympathies,

Jen Gaucher
Spencer

Unhinged irony

To the Editor:
What a week!  I thought we’d all still 

be talking about the lie-filled interrupt-
ing-fest known as the debate, but then 
Donald Trump contracted COVID-19 
and is now in the hospital and there are 
reports he was put on oxygen.  Before 
we analyze that situation there are a 
few people I would like to respond to 
and several not worthy of a response.   

I want to thank again our local con-
tingent of conservative letter writers 
for making my point about you guys 
better than I ever could.  In case anyone 
missed it, Mark Robillard has a “Your 
Turn” column titled “You ain’t black” 
on page 4 last week.  Most of the topics 
in that column have been hashed and 
re-hashed to death but there was his 
first foray into the Breonna Taylor 

case which totally mischaracterized 
it.   Rather than me wasting the ink, 
please Google “Breonna Taylor” and 
read about it yourself.  In fairness, the 
Breonna Taylor case, tragic as it is, has 
little to do with race and everything 
to do with an over-zealous criminal 
justice system and a police force out 
of control.   

Mr. McRae obviously never cared 
for Ruth Bader Ginsburg.  RBG joined 
the high court in 1993; her opinion 
on the true motives behind the Roe 
v. Wade decision of 1973 in no way 
represents her view on the matter.  
RBG was a fierce defender of Roe 
v. Wade but she is allowed to have 
different reasons (real or imagined) 

Ignoramus-in-Chief has COVID

To the Editor:
It seems as though Mr. Robillard con-

siders there to be no greater threat to 
the United States of America than Black 
Lives Matter.  For those that missed it, his 
weekly vitriolic screed was on page 4 last 
week as a “Your Turn” column separated 
from the rest of the letters to the editor.

First of all, what is BLM?   BLM is a 
decentralized political and social move-
ment advocating for non-violent civil dis-
obedience in protest against incidents of 
police brutality and all racially motivated 
violence against black people.  The move-
ment began with the use of the hashtag 
#blacklivesmatter following the acquit-
tal of George Zimmerman for Trayvon 
Martin’s death.   BLM is not an organi-
zation, it is not a party, it doesn’t have a 

leader.  It is an idea, a social movement.
Many white people find that the very 

phrase “Black Lives Matter” somehow 
in opposition to their interests and have 
responded with “All Lives Matter!”  First 
of all, BLM might more appropriately be 
called “Black Lives Matter, Too”.   White 
lives always mattered.  Black people have 
been in the USA for 400 years and were 
slaves for 250, then under institutional-
ized Jim Crow racism for 100 years, and 
have only been equal on paper for 50 
years but of course we all know there 
is an unofficial porous caste system in 
place to the present day.   It is obvious 
American society continues to view black 
lives with more suspicion, to be of less 
value, disposable, and there is a lower bar 

The truth about Breonna Taylor

To the Editor:
And I quote… ‘We call it the Chinese 

Virus, because it came from China.” – 
Hodge Twins, Kevin and Keith, former 
liberals who woke up.

The left seems to have a knack for 
corrupting just about everything they 
come into contact with. From what were 
supposed to be groups that were going to 
change people’s perspectives and open 
minds to the words we use every day. If 
I were to point out everything it would 
quite possibly monopolize the section 
dedicated to the Letters to the Editor, 
if not the entire New Leader. So, in the 
interest of saving a few trees, let me boil 
it down to maybe two or three words 
the left have redefined for the purpose 
of their own agenda. 

Racism/Racist. A word often heard 

when a liberals’ argument is paper thin 
and in jeopardy of, once again, ending 
with their foot firmly embedded in their 
mouth. 

Taken from the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, here is how they define 
racism: 1. “a belief that  race  is a fun-
damental  determinant  of human traits 
and capacities and that racial differ-
ences produce an inherent superiority 
of a particular race.” 2a. “the  system-
ic  oppression of a racial group to the 
social, economic, and political advan-
tage of another.” 2b. “a political or social 
system founded on racism and designed 
to execute its principles.”

Liberals definition: Anything 
President Trump says, his followers, 

Calling it what it is LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to 

tell all our readers to turn to the Opinion 
pages and read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Spencer New 

Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550. 

Or e-mail your 
letters to the edi-
tor at news@stone 
bridge press.news. 

You’ll need to 
provide your name 
and place of resi-
dence, along with a 
phone number, so 
we can verify the 
letter is yours. 

We don’t have a 
set limit, but if you 
keep it around 600 
words or so, you’re going to have a better 
chance at seeing all your words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a 
particular issue, maybe a guest Your Turn 
column is your cup of tea. If you do that, 
try to keep it between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or per-
sonal attacks are a no-no and could lead to 
your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start 
writing!

Editorial

The need 
to unplug

Oftentimes, our ideas for editorials 
arise when something close to us per-
sonally surfaces that hits home, or when 
we hear a significant amount of chatter 
about a specific topic.  This week, the 
chatter has been about national news 
overload.  

We love the news —  after all, it’s 
what we do.  Sharing information with 
our readers on the local level is both 
an honor and a necessity. This week, 
however, we have heard many people 
say they just can’t listen to the national 
news anymore.  They feel bombard-
ed, often times leaving them feeling 
depressed and overwhelmed. News 
junkies watch the news every morning 
and night, check their Twitter feeds, 
listen to talk radio on their commutes 
and are constantly in the know.  It’s 
important and responsible to be aware 
of what’s happening around you, how-
ever finding a balance is key, even for 
those of us in the businesses.  

It seems as though the national news 
cycle has been nothing but chaos over 
the past several years, especially with 
regard to the current presidential elec-
tion.  Relentless statistics about the 
COVID-19 pandemic and negative com-
mentary trying to pass itself off as anal-
ysis of the candidates and their plat-
forms seems to ping our phones almost 
on the minute. This can be exhausting.  

As a way to catch your breath, pick 
one day of the week as a ‘no news’ day, 
sort of like a news siesta. Get outside, 
unplug, read a book, listen to some vinyl 
or watch Cobra Kai (we do recommend 
for a splash of nostalgia). Attempt to 
shut off the little magic box we all stare 
at way too much on the daily. Could 
landlines actually still serve a purpose?  

If you feel like you can’t make a dif-
ference, realize that you can.  First, it 
goes without saying, get out and vote.  
Second, do something every day to 
make the world a better place, even if 
that means your own little world.  Such 
actions result in the domino effect. 

Take some time to count the blessings 
in your life. Positivity still surrounds 
us in bulk if you look for it. Family, 
friends, dogs, crisp fall leaves, apple 
crisp, bacon, a friendly wave from a 
neighbor, morning coffee, a cold drink, 
a beautiful hike or walk, a good novel 
and a nice music blasting session are 
just a few things we can lean on to 
always lift us back up.  

Right now, the pandemic is causing 
chaos and uncertainty for colleges and 
students. But it won’t always be that 
way. And if you have children who will 
be heading off to school in the next few 
years, you’re probably thinking about 
more typical concerns – such as expens-
es. How will you pay for the high costs 
of higher education?

Most colleges do offer financial aid 
packages that can greatly help with 
these expenses. But it pays to know, well 
in advance, how financial aid works. 
And the key platform for determining 
much of your child’s financial aid is the 
Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA). In fact, if you have chil-
dren starting college next year, now 
is the time to get going on the FAFSA, 
which became available Oct. 1 for the 
2021-22 award year. 

Filling out your FAFSA will pro-
vide you with what’s known as your 
Expected Family Contribution (EFC). 
The EFC calculation takes into account 
four separate areas: parent income, par-
ent assets (excluding retirement funds, 
such as 401(k) plans and IRAs, home 
equity and small family businesses), 
student income and student assets. The 
EFC does not calculate the exact amount 
you must pay for college – rather, it’s an 
estimate, and the amount you pay can 
be below or above this number.

Nonetheless, the EFC is important in 
determining your financial aid pack-
age, and your actions can influence the 
results. Here are a few suggestions for 
future years: 

Save money in your name – not your 
child’s. FAFSA will just consider up to 
5.64 percent of a parent’s assets, com-
pared to 20 percent of a student’s assets.

Be aware of how retirement plan con-
tributions can affect aid. Many of your 
current assets, such as your retirement 
accounts, may be excluded from the 
EFC calculation. However, any volun-
tary contributions you make to your 
401(k) or traditional IRA during the 
“base” year (the prior tax year) gener-
ally must be reported on the FAFSA 
and are counted as  untaxed income; 
consequently, these contributions may 
have a similar effect on aid eligibility 
as taxable income. Mandatory contribu-
tions, such as those made by teachers to 
a state retirement system, are generally 
not reported on the FAFSA.

Avoid withdrawals from your 401(k) 
or traditional IRA. The money you take 
out from these accounts in the years 
you fill out the FAFSA, and the prior 
tax year, may count as taxable income 
in the financial aid calculations. If you 
really need the money, you may want to 
consult with your financial professional 
for alternatives.

Consider having children put earn-
ings into a Roth IRA. Money from after-
school or summer jobs your children 
put in a Roth IRA may not be included 
in EFC – plus, your kids will get a head 
start on a tax-advantaged retirement 
account. Keep in mind, though, that 
Roth IRA withdrawals could be consid-
ered as taxable income on the FAFSA 
if the account owner is younger than 
59 ½, which will be the case for your 
children, or the account is less than five 
years old. 

Not all these suggestions will be 
appropriate for everyone, but they’re 
worth thinking about. You might also 
want to consult with a college’s finan-
cial aid officer before you complete the 
FAFSA, as aid calculations can be com-
plex. An investment of your time and 
effort early in the process may pay off 
when the aid packages are finally deliv-
ered.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Can you 
influence 

your financial 
aid award?

JEFF 
BURDICK

Financial 
Focus

Turn To BAGG page  A10
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Turn To HERHOLZ page  A13

Turn To WASHINGTON page  A13
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To the Editor:
The news just keeps accelerating and 

accelerating…   RBG died two weeks 
ago, we had a disaster of a “debate,” 
the President has tested positive for 
COVID, he’s been brought to the hospi-
tal, and it appears that his Rose Garden 
announcement of Amy Coney Barret 
to replace RBG was a super-spreader 
event as more and more people in the 
president’s inner circle test positive for 
COVID.

  The President went to Walter Reed 
Hospital while he still had his faculties, 
presumably to avoid the media seeing 
him brought out of the Whitehouse in 
a wheelchair or on a stretcher.  Reports 
are in that he was put on oxygen for 
some time, he has been experiencing 
fatigue and has been running a tem-
perature among other symptoms.   The 
President is receiving a cocktail of anti-
bodies not available to most and is 
receiving an experimental treatment 
that is not available to the general pub-
lic yet.   It seems now that Trump has 
COVID himself talks of hydroxychlo-
roquine and bleach have given way for 
real treatments that aren’t yet released 
to the public. 

While Donald Trump is still human 
and we shouldn’t wish death or suffer-
ing on anybody, we shouldn’t forget 
that Trump-world delighted in cruel-
ty. Now that Trump has COVID, it 
demands empathy.   Trump supporters 
love how he “owns the libs” including 
when he mocked Hillary Clinton’s bout 
with pneumonia in 2016, yet Trump 
supporters seem SHOCKED that some 
of his critics are mean to him.   We 
are expected to give Trump sympa-
thy despite the fact he is an amoral 
bully that has made the COVID-19 cri-
sis easily 10x worse than it had to be 
and has killed 210,000 Americans and 
counting.  We are expected to feel sorry 
for the man who, beyond bungling the 
countries response for all of us for his 
perceived political expediency, person-
ally mocked all public health measures 
including masks, crowd sizes, social 
distancing, etc.   Donald Trump is the 
single most careless public figure I can 
think of and whaddya know, he got 
COVID…Yet we are supposed to feel 
bad for him.

It isn’t clear how this will play out 
in the polls and the election, we simply 
have no precedent.   There might be 
some sympathy with people rallying 
around him.   Joe Biden has stopped 
all negative ads.   On the other hand, 
everyone knows that Trump is suffer-
ing the consequences of risky and cav-
alier behavior and his own diagnosis 
is a giant symbol of poor leadership.  
If Trump turns out to not have a ter-
ribly severe case and two weeks from 
now is up to barnstorming the country 
to declare COVID-19 no big deal, who 
knows how that plays out.

While they surely have a treasure 
trove of ads, there is currently no 
Trump campaign.   The Trump cam-
paign was a personal performance by 
Donald Trump and nobody else can 
take the torch.   The campaign is his 

tweets, his rallies, his wild press con-
ferences, and his other antics.  His nar-
rative is that he presided over peace, 
prosperity, low unemployment, and 
weird self-destructive foreign policy 
from North Korea to Iran to Mexico to 
Europe to China.

Backing up, the “debate” was one 
of the most important events of the 
campaign because we had on display 
a president destroying every norm of 
civility and decency and the result was 
eroding the world around him.   He 
has destroyed the norms of standard 
behavior.   Donald Trump has been 
corrupting our country for years, but 
most Americans don’t pay attention as 

So sad

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
I never understand why people do not 

recognize what makes America so suc-
cessful. Why don’t people recognize it’s 
the private sector business and not the 
government that creates our prosper-
ity? The brilliance of our government 
is that it recognizes that the greatest 
brilliance lies with the people. It should 
be so clear when you look around the 
world that the countries whose econo-
my is based on free markets, free enter-
prise, and competition in the private 
sector are prosperous and those in 
which the government manages every-
thing don’t do well. The reason is obvi-
ous; it’s the opportunity to reap some 
personal benefit that is the incentive 
and the competition that demands effi-
ciency that in turn creates excellence. If 
there is no reward for your efforts why 
would you make an effort? If you don’t 
benefit from doing a better job than 
others why would you try? If we all 
earn the same no mater what we do or 
how we do it there’s no incentive. Equal 
opportunity is freedom while equal out-
come requires your being managed. I 
chose freedom and accept the respon-
sibilities necessary if I am to be free. 
Perhaps if these principals were taught 
in our schools there would be a better 
understanding of our country. 

Having that opinion, I can tell you 
what I’m voting for; you can figure 
out who I’m voting for. I’m voting for 
lower taxes not higher taxes, fewer 

regulations not more regulations, con-
trolled borders not open borders, strong 
defense not defense cuts, energy inde-
pendence not energy dependence, com-
petitive health care not government 
health care,    more jobs not more wel-
fare, law & order not mob violence, 
more freedom not more government. 
The following poem of mine may help 
you decide what to vote for.

 
The Government’s 
Plantation
 
To sell your vote 
for promises made
to keep you fed
and keep you paid
makes you dependent.
 
When you’re dependent 
you’re a slave
to the man 
your vote you gave. 
 
If independent you’re a threat
you must remain in his debt.
Poverty he’ll subsidize 
telling you he’s on your side.
 
He can’t afford to set you free
he would lose his dynasty.
Independence is the key
for a man to be free
 

Leonard Ivel 
Leicester 

Principles

To the Editor:
Last Friday afternoon, as  I arrived 

at the location of our Trump stand-out 
in Auburn, I noticed a couple waiting 
in their parked car for, I surmised, the 
rally to get started. They were new to 
our events, so I welcomed them and 
said I hoped they enjoyed the experi-
ence. 

They were, to say the least, notice-
ably elderly and frail, and both  very 
diminutive  in stature---tiny, in fact. 
But, the old man had a sparkle in his 
eye, and I could see the woman, even 
though her face was covered by a Trump 
2020 mask,  smiled almost continually. 
These, I thought, are exceptionally nice 
people; I like them already. Plus, I will 
no longer be the oldest codger at the 
site, nor the weakest. Welcome aboard!

Decked out in their Trump sweat-
shirts, Trump M.A.G.A. hats, and car-
rying their Trump flags to wave, the 
Mayor of Tiny Town and his missus 
headed immediately for the highest vis-
ibility spot of the intersection: the point 
where the traffic had to stop and wait 
for a signal change. They wanted their 
message to not be wasted on traffic that 
couldn’t see them. They were, in the 
great American tradition,  here to pro-
mote their candidate. But, it was also 
the point at which the idiot brigade, the 
mind-numbed, middle-finger, Trump-
haters would have the greatest opportu-

nity to verbally assault them.
And, they did. If you want to see 

what a generation of indoctrinating 
American youth to detest and fear that 
which conflicts with what they’ve been 
taught by their Marxist-stooge teach-
ers (from K-college), you would have 
had to witness this shameful display of 
colossal ignorance, cruelty, and a total 
lack of common decency on the part 
of the usual suspects: young--and not 
so young--white females travelling in 
groups of three or four to a vehicle. 

While the vast majority of the 
passers-by were either supportive or 
non-committal, there were the  too fre-
quent displays of a savage boorishness 
directed at this, I would say, sweet 
old couple, who bore the brunt of the 
filthy language and gestures and never 
backed down. Sadly, the aggressors 
were, as I said, in most cases, groups of 
girls or young women who would put 
down the window and, from a distance 
of less than ten feet, scream “You old 
bleeping bleeps, I hope you die, you rac-
ist bleeps...etc., etc.”  These  maladjust-
ed, maleducated, malfunctioning muli-
ebral morons, could see that these two 
individuals--brave as paratroopers, as 
far as I’m concerned--had to be between 
85 and 90 and barely able to walk to 
their car, but that didn’t matter. The old 

The revolt of the normal

To the Editor:
Let us fully agree with this article 

opening statement that drug dealers 
are cruel, wicked people, and so are 
people that violently impact  the lives 
of ordinary people. 

Let us also agree that some of the 
worst “drug dealers” of the 21st cen-
tury are white  people. In this include 
the Sackler family and other rich drug 
company owners, managers etc. who 
were involved in Opioid marketing, 
production, distribution, over-prescrip-
tion, and sales. Some of these white 
people exist in our local communities.

Likewise, many wicked, cruel white 
people exist in a number of major 
industries, particularly that those that 
pollute the air we breathe, the water 
we drink, and cause climate change 
and environmental degradation that 
increasingly affect us and our children.

Let us also agree with the article 
that, for all people, the environment 
they grew up and live in greatly influ-
ences character.    

For example, many Native Americans 
grow up and/or live in “Reservations.” 
This is often  a result of land  being 
unfairly- from them – often, as in the 
“Trail of Tears,” cruelly,  and wickedly.

Today, life on Native American 

Reservations is desolate and soul 
destroying. An environment for char-
acter developing it is not.

African Americans, unfairly, wick-
edly, and cruelly came and lived here 
as slaves. The gains they made after the 
Emancipation Act, were soon drained 
away.  Within 40 years they mostly 
lost the right to vote, quality public 
services including education and were 
cruelly and violently oppressed, includ-
ing lynching after lynching. It was 
not until the Freedom /Civil Rights 
Movement – not so different than Black 
lives Matter and related Civil Rights 
Acts that they with blood, guts and 
integrity that many African Americans 
regained some environmental condi-
tions for  development. Now once again 
in the time of Trump,  this “environ-
ment” is under great threat.  

Logic is a proven way of thinking 
based on valid statements. In it what 
one writes must be based on proven 
and relevant truths. What you write 
must be correct. This article, when dis-
cussing Black Lives Matter, breaks two 
rules of basic logic.  

First it builds its’ general arguments 
on some selected specific examples; 
“Breonna Taylor,” “Rayshard Brooks,” 

Analyzing last week’s “You ain’t black” 
article

To the Editor:
I have talked with a lot of voters who 

believe that voting for Sleepy Joe will 
bring peace and calm to our country. 
These are mostly liberal snowflakes. 
I asked one why she thought America 
was racist. She told me she heard it on 
CNN and MSNBC so it must be true. 
I asked another one has she had ever 
seen racism in her life. Her answer was 
‘DIdn’t you see the video on Reddit?” 

Really, are these people the future of 
our country? Sheep who are controlled 
by the media. They are in for a big sur-
prise if they think Joe Biden is going 
to solve their perceived issues. They’re 
going to get a big awaking to reality. 
If Joe Biden is elected, he would be 
the new Appeaser in Chief.  In dealing 
with radical groups and hostile forces, 
appeasement is a sure way to provoke 
them into continuing the same pattern 
of violence and hostility. And they are 
correct in this thinking. If you bow to 
their pressure, they will take it as sign 
of weakness, and it will validate their 
process. This is exactly how Obama 
proceeded when he became president. 
His World Apology Tour created the 
ISIS caliphate and his payoffs to Iran 
escalated the terrorist attacks in the 
middle east. Remember his “Red Line” 
in Syria. This turned out to be the ene-
mies starting line! The weak nuke deal 
allowed Iran to build up their nuclear 
program. Hillary Clintons promises of 
money to Kim in North Korea embold-
ened him to build his missile system 
and threaten his neighbors. BLM and 
Antifa were both formed during his 
presidency. The Paris Climate accord, 
which was never voted in by congress, 
is basically a financial shake down 
of the US. It required the US to pay 
other countries to limit their energy 
use. What a deal for us! Obama has 
us all signed up for this shakedown. 
Then President Trump came in and 
with his brash and stern demeanor 
he destroyed ISIS, bottled up Iran and 
Korea, brought peace to the middle 
east, and got us out of deals where 
countries were ripping us off.

A vote for Joe will quickly change 
all the great work Trump as done. All 
these groups and countries will be 

celebrating like its a holiday. Their 
nemeisis is gone and the good days of 
looting the US is back. The leftist radi-
cal groups, BLM and Antifa, who have 
seen their stock rise with the demon-
strations and looting will be making 
even bigger demands. They have tasted 
power and will now flex their muscle.. 
Biden will roll over like a wet noo-
dle. Any resistance will mean more 
demonstrations and violence until 
they achieve their goals and demands. 
Statues and monuments will topple. 
Biden’s foreign policy will follow the 
same path as Obama’s. Biden’s will do 
the World Apology Tour 2021. He will 
visit all those countries that Trump 
forced to pay their fair share and ask 
for their forgiveness. Our military will 
be put back into “Limited Engagement 
Mode”. This means they can attack 
our soldiers at will, but we can only 
fight back if we authorized by Biden’s 
weak commanders. ISIS will sprout up 
again and grow strong exactly as under 
Obama. Iran and North Korea will 
smell blood and go in for the kill. They 
will issue threats that Biden will be dip-
lomatically resolve with huge payoffs 
from the US. Where Trump gave them 
a Predator missile for threats, Biden 
will give them billions of our tax dol-
lars in blackmail  instead. He will put 
us back in the Paris Climate Accord. 
Expect at least a $20 a month fee added 
to your electric bill with a line next to 
it saying, “Climate Fee Assessment.”

If you want to keep your country 
strong, and you want to push these rad-
ical groups back into their holes, then 
we need to elect Trump We are respect-
ed and admired around the world. They 
know to screw around with America 
with Trump at the helm is taking your 
chances. There is nothing they would 
love more than to shake hands with 
smiling Joe while picking his pocket. 
All Joe would think is he had a bowel 
movement. Trump may seem rough 
and brash, buts that’s what a brawler 
and fighter does. He is the fire that 
keeps the wolves at bay so we can all 
work, sleep, and live in peace. 

Mark Robillard
Spencer

Biden: Appeaser in Chief

To the Editor:
Mr. Kane stated that Sen. Gobi 

“wants more state resources for us.”
 The Commonwealth has no resourc-

es of its own. Whatever it distributes 

came from taxes, fees, fines and tariffs.
 

R. Michael Small
North Brookfield 

We provide our own “resources”
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Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
October 13, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall, to act on 
an application for a Special Permit for 
Signarama to install a new, moveable 
flashing message sign at Quirk Wire 
146 East Main Street, West Brookfield.  
In Rural Residential District requires 
a Variance as per section, -5 Special 
Requirements: -5.3 Signs (B 6) (a) (et al) 
The public is invited to attend.
� Renee Adams White
� Clerk
October 2, 2020

Town of West Brookfield
Zoning Board of Appeals

A public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, October 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the West Brookfield Town Hall, to act 
on an application for a Special Permit 
for Sherry B. Lynch 18 Beach Drive, 
West Brookfield.  The applicant wish-
es to demolish the existing dwelling 
and build a new larger structure on the 
property. In Neighborhood Residential 
District requires a special permit as 
per section, -1.52 Nonconformity: 1.52 
Nonconforming Structures (a) (et al)
The public is invited to attend.
� Renee Adams White
� Clerk
October 2, 2020
October 9, 2020

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO20P2627EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Helen Evelyn Magee
Date of Death: 05/05/2020

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by Audrey 
J. Parsons of Spencer MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that
Audrey J. Parsons of Spencer MA  
be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 10/27/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 24, 2020

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
October 9, 2020

Town of Spencer
Office Of The

Sewer Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Attention Spencer Residents
A public hearing with the sewer com-
missioners will be held to discuss sew-
er rate fees Wednesday, October 21, 
2020 @ 5:00 p.m.
Broadcast live from Mccourt Social Hall
By Spencer Cable Access
Remote meeting only
October 9, 2020
October 16, 2020

Town of North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

The North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
& meeting on Thursday, October 22, 
2020 at 6:30pm in the North Brookfield 
Police Department Training Room, 55 
School St on the application of Jamie & 
Michael Cook, 7 Point Rd for a Special 
Permit to Zoning Bylaw, VI,B,4: to con-
struct an attached garage within the 

front setback. A copy of the application 
is available at the Town Clerk’s Office 
at 215 North Main St. 
Respectfully, 
Tara M Hayes, Clerk 
October 9, 2020

Town of North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

The North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
& meeting on Thursday, October 22, 
2020 at 6:45pm in the North Brookfield 
Police Department Training Room, 55 
School St on the application of Don-
ald Gillette & Tracey Davenport of 12 
Chase Rd for a Special Permit to Zon-
ing Bylaw, VI,B,4: to construct a garage 
outside the rear setback. A copy of the 
application is available at the Town 
Clerk’s Office at 215 North Main St.
Respectfully, 
Tara M Hayes, Clerk 
October 9, 2020

Town of North Brookfield 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

The North Brookfield Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
& meeting on Thursday, October 22, 
2020 at 6:45pm in the North Brookfield 
Police Department Training Room, 55 
School St on the application of Ann 
Ramsey of 34 Oakham Rd for a Spe-
cial Permit to
Zoning Bylaw, VI,B,4: to construct an 
addition outside the front/rear setback. 
A copy of the application is available at 
the Town Clerk’s Office at 215 North 
Main St.Respectfully, 
Tara M Hayes, Clerk 
October 9, 2020

LEGALS

Senators and California gets two 
Senators with 68 times the population.  
Democrats tend to live in dense clusters 
(cities) and mathematically clusters are 
easier than rural areas to gerrymander 
(packing and cracking).   Furthermore, 
in presidential politics, the state elec-
tions are mostly winner-take-all and 
in some states the Republicans have 
comically low support but in cities with 
mixed rural and urban populations 
they can win by narrow margins allow-
ing them to win the electoral college 
with a clear minority of votes.

Some will argue that the system is 
working exactly as the founders had 
intended.  This couldn’t be further from 
the truth.   First of all, the founders 
expected black people (slaves) to count 
as three fifths of a person, so I would 
think right there we wouldn’t care what 
they had intended.  Next, the 68:1 ratio 
seen between California and Wyoming 
is grotesque.  In 1790, the ratio between 
Virginia and Delaware (then the small-
est states) was 12.5:1.  If we only looked 
at free white adult males (voters) the 
ratio was closer to 9:1.

The founders had not intended for the 
president to be elected by the people.  
They intended for the president to be 
chosen by electors, people selected by 
state legislators to go to Washington 
and deliberate in a college of electors 
and determine the best path forward for 
the country.  The Electoral College was 
the very definition of a “deep state,” if 

you will.   Furthermore, the founders 
had intended U.S. Senators not to be 
elected but to be chosen by state legisla-
tures and that didn’t change until 1914.  
Therefore, the only say “the people” 
had was in their state legislature and 
of course blacks, women, and non-land 
white owning males weren’t exactly 
people…   Before using “but the found-
ers” argument think about what they 
really intended.

The system in its current incarnation 
clearly favors Republicans, but there 
is a demographic slow-moving time-
bomb.  States like Arizona, Texas, North 
Carolina, Georgia, and Florida are get-
ting browner and younger every cycle.  
As the proportion of white people drop 
in those states elections are quickly 
becoming unwinnable for Republicans.  
They have a built-in-advantage of, say, 
five points right now, and that isn’t 
enough… So they bring out the big guns 
– cheating.

In 2016, the Republicans decided 
to roll a vacant Supreme Court seat 
from Obama’s term for “the next pres-
ident” because it was too close to an 
election at 9 months but offer no such 
courtesy for a 2020 vacancy within 6 
weeks of an election.   We now real-
ize that Mitch McConnell had intended 
to deny Barack Obama the right to 
seat any federal judges from 2014 on so 
new rule – judicial appointments can 
only happen when the presidency and 
Senate are held by the same party…  
genius!  The Senate is far better stacked 
in Republicans’ favor compared to 
the presidency.   The founders never 
intended for there to be parties and had 

intended the Senate to be a great delib-
erative body, by the way.

In 2020, we are seeing cheating in var-
ious forms.  We have an unprecedented 
size and scope of mail-in voting with 
mail-in ballots being overwhelmingly 
Democratic so a party donor crony gets 
installed at the USPS, he takes sort-
ing machines offline, he removed blue 
boxes, and slows the mail down.  They 
can’t vote Dem if the ballots never get 
there!   The president is encouraging 
armed militias to act as election moni-
tors in places like Philadelphia to intim-
idate in ways seen in third world coun-
tries and not seen here since before the 
Voting Rights Act.   Who knows what 
else they have up their sleeves.

If the Dems win everything, there is 
a lot of talk about “packing” the court 
to steal to break even, make up for the 
giant hypocrisy of rolling Scalia’s seat 
into the next term but not doing the 
same for RBG.  The concept of packing 
is increasing the court’s size to, say, 13 
justices so that Biden can appoint four.  
The problem with this is that eventu-
ally, it will swing back to Republicans 
and they will pack it further until one 
day we wonder how we ever got to a 
117-member Supreme Court.

We certainly need to pack the court, 
but we need to address the fundamental 
inequity – the Senate.  We need to pack 
the Senate and reduce the grotesque 68:1 
ratio of representation.   The Dems did 
not start the war of fighting dirty but 
should not be afraid to finish it.  If they 
win everything, in addition to pack-
ing the court, we need to address the 
Senate.  The Dems should admit Puerto 

Rico, D.C., Guam, and USVI as states.  
There’s 8 more Senators and 15 more 
electoral votes.  Then for good measure 
we should probably break California 
into Northern California and Southern 
California for two more Senators and 
Electoral Votes.   We could break Long 
Island off of New York into a new 
state with Brooklyn and Queens, leave 
Manhattan and the Bronx with NY, 
and give Staten Island to New Jersey.  
That would be two more Senators and 
Electoral votes.   The Republicans may 
think they’re good at gerrymandering, 
but we can take it to a whole new level!

There is no justification whatsoever 
for five million American citizens to be 
denied voting rights and representation 
in the House and Senate.   There is no 
justification whatsoever for us to rule 
over non-governing territories – it is 
too bad that the Republicans needed 
to cheat before we decided to make it 
more fair.   As for splitting New York 
and California up – there is no justifi-
cation for the grotesque increased clout 
that our small states get over our larger 
states and we can level the playing field 
by making our states smaller but more 
numerous.

I think 12 more Senators and 19 
more electoral votes from blue areas 
might return us to the place where 
Republicans only have a slight advan-
tage based on the math, but still not 
enough to steamroll a clear majority.

 
Fred Bagg

Spencer

BAGG
continued from page A8

“Jacob Blake,” etc. (In fact, these BLM 
protests were really about visible police 
brutality).  Logical thinking says it is 
only valid or truthful to go from general 
to particular (as in only apples grow in 
this orchard; therefor the fruit growing 
on the tree is an apple). It is not valid 
to go from particular to general (as in 
an apple on this tree is rotten, there-
for all apples on this tree is rotten). 
Black Lives Matter is a general racial 
and social justice movement, not one 
focused on   particular events as cruel 
and wicked as they might be. 

Second, the article about whether the 
Black Lives Matter Movement is filled 
with irrelevant (and often inaccurate) 
information – descriptions of only a few 
events., criticisms of CNN, liberals and 
democrats, growing up in Worcester, 
demeaned suburban women, the most-
ly non-existent Antifa (abut not real 
White-Right vigilantes), and so on. 

Finally, the article offers no fact-
based evidence. It would apparently 
have you believe that the American 
“environment” essentially contains an 
equal playing field.  The very unequal 
expenditure per student between our 
towns and Boston suburbs show this as 
not true. 

This same unfair, across the board 
inequality,  similarly  exists between 
rich White  and the “other” American 
communities.  For African -American 
communities and individuals the 
Wilson’s  “The Cost of Growing Up in 
the Ghetto” (which can be  Googled well 
describes this environment.  A great, 
general body of fact checked reports, 
fully reviewed studies, official statistics 
etc. validate this cruel inequality. 

In contrast,  this article bases its 
vehement views one person’s  angry 
particular experience and thinking, 
enhanced perhaps by Cable TV news 
and opinions. 

Kevin Kane
Spencer      

KANE
continued from page A9

much people like me do.  At the debate 
on Tuesday, the American people got 
to see in real time the way one man 
destroyed an American political insti-
tution, the presidential debate.  It was a 
clear example in the centrality of char-
acter, the centrality of decency, and 
when you have a bad indecent charac-
ter it just breaks things and corrodes 
everything.

  Presidential debates used to be a 
moment where candidates spent 90 
minutes defending their vision for 
America and were held accountable 

to explain their positions and answer 
questions.   Instead, it was a moment 
where President Trump brought all the 
attention back to himself.   He mocked 
Joe Biden wearing a mask which is 
oddly ironic and poignant now that 
Trump has COVID himself and shock-
ing that he had COVID and didn’t know 
it yet while mocking masks to a nation-
al audience. 

This past week was just so sad on 
many levels.   But again, I predict, not 
one point will change in the polls.

  
David Rosenberg

Spencer
 

ROSENBERG
continued from page A9

folks  must be humiliated, shamed and 
terrorized for their temerity in publicly 
supporting the President of the United 
States. What kind of education system 
produces such bottom-feeding low-lifes 
as these unconscionable children?

When it was over, I went to thank them 
for coming, and I commiserated with 
them for  having to be exposed to such 
hateful filth as they had just  endured. 
The woman responded that they were 
from Grafton Hill and were not unfamil-
iar with the language. She said they had 
been involved in political events over 
the course of their married life, but that 
this experience was something new...
this was not normal. Well, I assured 
her, the normal people in this country, 
those who do or did all the work, fight 
the wars, pay the taxes, who  try to 
be good citizens, and who are grateful 
for the blessing of being a citizen of 
this country, etc., are standing up and 
refusing to take it any longer. We, the 
normals, know the hour is late, and that 
we have a true fighter and patriot to 
lead us in the battles still to come. The 
revolt of the normals began in 2016, and 
will continue in 2020 whether the ruling 
class elites like it or not. All we wanted 
was to be left alone, but they wouldn’t 

allow it, so we found a fighter to wage 
war on our behalf.

She’s right, these pathetic  people, 
whether 13 or 30, whose faces are so 
contorted with rage and whose mouths 
spew such a torrent of verbal vomit, 
have never progressed emotionally, 
intellectually, or morally from their 
days in junior high or middle school, 
and are most definitely not....normal. 
We’re no longer permitted  to use the 
term “retarded”, but, folks, if it ever 
applied, it does to these cretins. Some 
payoff for all your exorbitant school 
taxes, huh, Mr. and Mrs. Citizen? God 
help whoever has to deal with these 
zombies in the years to come.  

I told them they were very brave, 
that I admired their dedication to the 
cause, and that they might want to 
drive to Leicester Center this coming 
Friday, October 9th at 4:00  P.M., for 
our standout which promises to be a 
rockin’ affair. And that applies to you, 
too, reader. If you love America and 
Trump, come on by and join the fun; 
park at the Town Hall, and bring a flag 
or a sign. You won’t be sorry. President 
Trump fought for us, now we will fight 
for him. 

John McRae
East Brookfield

 

MCRAE
continued from page A9
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OBITUARIES
Rhoda May (Fales) (Cooper) Josephson

Rhoda Josephson went to be with 
her Lord September 26, 2020 – just two 
months shy of 104.  She was born in 
Worcester, MA November 30, 1916, the 
only daughter of John P. Fales and 
Mary E. (Whitman) Fales.

While living in St. 
Augustine, Florida for 
25 years she belonged 
to the Moultrie Baptist 
Church and the local 
Audubon Club.

After moving to 
Brookfield in 2001 
she maintained her 
own home until after 

her 100th birthday attending both the 
Brookfield Congregational and Quaboag 
Valley Baptist Churches.  Her final 
months were at Quaboag Rehabilitation 
and Nursing Home in West Brookfield.  

At age 10, Rhoda moved to Charlton 
with her parents and her two younger 
brothers.  She rode the trolley to school, 
graduated Charlton High School and 
was a telephone operator with a 6-line 
switchboard.

When attending church at the Dodge 
Chapel in Charlton, she shared a hymn 
book with Alfred Cooper, Jr. from 
Rochdale; eventually they married.  She 
and “Al” had one daughter and five 
sons.  She waitressed part-time at the 
Little Valley Farm, then a restaurant on 
Northside Road in Charlton.

Rhoda was a member of the Federated 
Church and the Helping Hands Society 
of Charlton.  She grew a garden, canned 

the produce and made her own butter 
and jellies, raised German Shepherds, 
rode her horse, mended the boys’ jeans, 
made rugs for the family home, played 
her organ and even did some oil paint-
ing!

Survivors are her daughter Jean 
Clarkson of St. Augustine, Florida; and 
four of her five sons Thomas (Donna 
Neylon) of Charlton; John (Carol) 
of Brimfield; Alfred III (Suzan) of 
Millinocket, ME; Stephen (Dimity) of 
Brookfield, MA and daughter-in-law 
Cindy of Charlton, at least 20 grandchil-
dren, 32 great grandchildren, 10 great-
great grandchildren, several nieces, a 
nephew, her stepson Don Josephson 
and his extended family. 

Rhoda’s first husband, Al, died in 
1972.  Her second husband, Einar 
Josephson (North Brookfield, MA), died 
in 1995.  Her youngest son, Peter, son-
in-law Ralph Clarkson, two brothers 
Philip and Sidney Fales, their wives 
(Cynthia & Dorothy), two granddaugh-
ters (Debra Clarkson Maguire and 
Virginia Cooper), a niece (Caroline), a 
daughter-in-law (Janice) and dear cous-
in Marjorie all pre-decease her.

Arrangements by Pillsbury Funeral 
Home, North Brookfield.  In lieu of 
flowers, family suggests donations be 
made to Spirit Lifter’s Fund, in care of 
Brookfield Congregational Church, 2 
Central Street, Brookfield, MA 01506, or 
Brookfield Emergency Squad, 4 Central 
Street, Brookfield, MA 01506 or the 
charity of your choice.

Marilyn Carlson, 77
NORTH BROOKFIELD - A beautiful 

soul left this earth on September 30, 
2020.   Marilyn     (Mackenzie) Carlson, 
77 passed away peacefully at home sur-
rounded by her family after losing her 
battle with cancer.

She leaves her soul-
mate and husband 
of 60 years, Rodney 
Carlson, her best 
friend and daughter, 
Michelle (Carlson) 
Peterson, and the 
apple of her eye, 
her granddaughter 
Madeline Peterson 

and her furbabies Bonnie and Diva.  
She also leaves her very special sis-
ter, Michelle Huntington of Monson,  
grandsons Todd and Derek Kiechle of 
New York,  her loving nieces, nephews, 
cousins and  her  4 great grandchildren.  

She was predeceased by her daughter 
Brenda (Carlson) Miller of New York.  
She was the daughter of the late George 
W Mackenzie and Madeline (Jannard) 
Mackenzie of Monson.   She was also 
predeceased by her brother George W 
Mackenzie II, her sister Jayne Nothe 
and her favorite brother in law James 
Huntington.

Marilyn attended Palmer High School 
and then went on to work various occu-
pations.   Her most recent position was 
a server at Cracker Barrel  for 18 years 
where she worked until she was 75.  She 
had many loyal regulars whom became 
friends and would call her at home to 
make sure she was working the next 
day.  

She was a huge lover of animals and 
had many different ones throughout the 
years from dogs, cats to rats and mon-
keys and goats.  If an animal didn’t have 
a home it found one with her.  She also 
loved the casino - especially the slots 
and visited Foxwoods and Mohegan 
weekly.   

Marilyn loved to travel.   Mexico and 
the Caribbean were her favorites.   She 
traveled yearly with her daughters and 
granddaughter for a girl bonding trip.  
So many happy, crazy, fun memories 
were had on those trips.

She had a gift of gab.   If you were 
blessed to be near her conversations 
would usually start with “where are you 
headed” and would go on for quite some 
time.   She made many new acquain-
tances in her life.

Of the many wonderful qualities the 
ones that come to mind most were her 
thoughtfulness and how she was so 
much fun to have around.  She wouldn’t 
forget a birthday, a celebration or to 
bring a souvenir to a friend.   There 
was always some little trinket that she 
would give to someone to brighten their 
day.  She loved to embarrass her daugh-
ters with her outgoingness and her jok-
ing ways.

The world got less bright for all that 
knew and loved her and she will be for-
ever missed.

Due to COVID restrictions a 
Celebration of Life will be held at a 
later date.

Arrangements were made by Varnum 
Funeral Home in West Brookfield. 

Elsie A. Casey, 88
WEST BROOKFIELD - - Elsie A. 

(Paquette) Casey, died peacefully at 
home on Friday, October 2, 2020 at the 
age of 88 after a long, valiant battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Born, December 
16, 1931, the daugh-
ter of Andrew J. and 
Stella G. (Beauregard) 
Paquette, she was 
a third-generation 
lifelong resident of 
West Brookfield. Her 
life was dedicated to 
the service of others 
as a devoted wife, 
loving mother, ambi-
tious teacher, faithful 
parishioner of Sacred 
Heart Church, and 
dedicated volunteer. 

In 1953, she grad-
uated from Boston 
University and then 

became a teacher at W.B. Elementary 
and later N.B. High School. She was 
infamous for her writing, math, and typ-
ing skills which led to a second career 
in the offices of Brookfield Machine, 
Warren Pumps, and others. 

She enjoyed being healthy and active; 
riding horses, bowling, coaching, ref-
ereeing basketball, umpiring softball, 
climbing trees with her grandchildren, 
and walking around the lake at her 
winter home in Punta Gorda, FL. She 
volunteered for the DAV, American 
Legion, W.B. Senior Center, and AARP. 
She loved bowling, knitting, gardening, 
sewing, playing cards, and rooting for 
the Red Sox. 

Elsie was predeceased by her hus-

band of 54 years, Donald F. Casey, her 
brother Alvin and his wife Janice. She 
is survived by her brother Lester and 
his wife Eleanore; children Gail Fortin, 
James Casey and his wife Jo-Anne, 
Alison Casey, and Moira Casey-Gavin; 
grandchildren Alyssa, Franklin, Jared, 
Jesse, Megan, Matthew, John, Casey, 
Jenna, Michael, Torey, and Liam; 
great-grandchildren Chase and Aubrey. 
Her family extends their deep apprecia-
tion to her caregivers; daughter Alison, 
Alicia Rivera, and grandson Jesse who 
provided loving care at her home for 
years.

A Funeral Mass for Elsie was held on 
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 11:00AM 
in the Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church, 22 West Main Street, West 
Brookfield. A calling hour was held 
prior to the mass from 9:30-10:30AM in 
Varnum Funeral Home, 43 East Main 
Street, West Brookfield.  Burial was in 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Cemetery, West 
Brookfield, following mass. In accor-
dance with current Massachusetts 
COVID regulations, masks must be 
worn and social distancing guidelines 
must be followed while in the funer-
al home and the church.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to: 
Boston University Alzheimer’s Disease 
Research Center, 72 East Concord 
Street- Robinson 7800, Boston, MA 02118 
or at www.bu.edu/alzresearch/about-
us/how-to-donate/

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assisting 
her family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com 

Br. Bernard Matthews, O.C.S.O.
SPENCER –  Br. Bernard Matthews, 

O.C.S.O. of St. Joseph’s Abbey in 
Spencer died following a very brief 

illness Saturday, 
September 26 at St. 
Vincent Hospital in 
Worcester.

Born John Michael 
Matthews on February 
5, 1926 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to 
William Matthews 
and Mary Mahoney, 
he graduated from 
Northeast Catholic 
High School and St. 
Joseph College, both 
in Philadelphia. He 
was a boatswain in 
the U.S. Navy initial-
ly in the Pacific the-
ater, but after two of 

his brothers were killed in operations 
there, he was recommissioned back to 
the U.S. where he was assigned to naval 
maneuvers plying the Delaware River. 

In 1949 he entered the Trappist order 
as a Lay Brother postulant at the Abbey 
of Our Lady of the Valley in Rhode 
Island, receiving the name Bernard. 
Early the next year that monastery 
was destroyed by fire and the monastic 
community moved to a temporary res-
idence at the CCC Camp at Chepachet, 
Rhode Island while preparing its per-
manent home at Saint Joseph’s Abbey 
in Spencer. It was at Spencer that 
Bernard pronounced his solemn vows 
as a Lay Brother in 1955.

Over the years Brother Bernard 

set the gold standard for the dedicat-
ed Trappist Lay Brother, daily to be 
found working at clearing dried leaves 
on the abbey grounds and sweeping 
the cloisters up to the week before his 
death. In earlier times he had been 
the director of Trappist Preserves, the 
abbey’s jams and jelly industry as well 
as the cellarer, the official in charge of 
the property and material structure of 
the monastery. Fondly remembered for 
his soft-spoken, old-style gentlemanly 
manner of communication, for the bulk 
of his 71 years at the abbey, he kept 
a meticulous chronicle of day to day 
events and happenings, handwritten in 
pencil, a treasury of data notable for its 
clarity and the wealth of information 
preserved. 

Brother Bernard was pre-deceased 
by his parents  William and Mary and 
his siblings Anthony, William, Virginia 
DiGiulio, Dolores Orth and June Boyle. 
In addition to his religious brothers at 
the abbey, he leaves his brother Joseph 
and his sister Geraldine Celic as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews, 
especially the twins,  Mary and Ernest 
DiGiulio.  With gratitude for the gift 
of his presence among us, the broth-
ers commend Brother Bernard’s soul 
to your prayers.  There are no calling 
hours. Due to restrictions concerning 
COVID-19 protocols, services and burial 
are strictly private. J. HENRI MORIN 
& SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 Maple 
Terrace, Spencer, 508-885-3992, is direct-
ing arrangements.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com 

from the justices in 1973.   It is naïve to 
think that if only South Africa had the 
United States constitution it would be 
peaceful and prosperous.  Perhaps South 
Africa’s problems come from a legacy of 
Apartheid with its majority some of the 
poorest people in the world, it’s minority 
nearly 1st world, and a brain drain that 
has caused its best and brightest to leave 
the untenable legacy of South Africa’s 
history?   Is it wrong to admire a non-
U.S. Constitution as a better model for 
emerging countries or is the only accept-
able answer, “Our constitution is the 
best.  Always.  In all cases.  Our founding 
fathers were demigods who knew how 
to best write governing documents for 
21st century challenges?”

The most interesting thing in Mr. 
McRae’s letter, though, is that he seems 
to thank RBG for not retiring in 2013, 
guaranteeing that Obama couldn’t 
replace her.  Obama was president from 
Jan. 20, 2009 until Jan. 20, 2017.   What 
is so special about 2013?   In the 2014 
mid-term elections the Republicans, 
with Mitch McConnell as their leader, 
regained control of the Senate.   This is 
an admission that conservatives such as 
McRae fully expected Mitch McConnell 
to hold a seat open for several years 
“for the next president.”   Of course, 
he wants Amy Coney Barrett voted on 
before the election, no waiting for the 
next president.  So, clearly, the founders 
must have wanted the new McConnell 
rule:   “There will be no federal judicial 
appointments unless both the Senate 
and the Presidency are held by the same 
party.”  Of course, our founding fathers 
didn’t intend for parties to exist at all, 
but that’s other story.

Mr. Herholz called COVID-19 the 
“China Virus” for the second  week in 
a row but this time mocks those who 
use the only term that is used by world 

governments, health organizations, cor-
porations, basically anybody besides 
Trump’s unprepared comments.   It’s 
unclear if racist Sinophobic statements 
make him feel better, or if he is just try-
ing to support his Dear Leader and hope 
it catches on.

Mr. Herholz references a “99 percent 
survival rate.”   That would mean 3.28 
million dead Americans, which nobody 
should think is OK.   If we allowed the 
disease to spread too fast and overrun 
our hospitals we could easily be look-
ing at 90 percent survival, or 32.8 mil-
lion dead Americans…   It ignores the 
suffering of having the disease even if 
you recover.   It ignores the long-term 
injuries – COVID-19 causes organ dam-
age.   Twenty-five percent of young peo-
ple who contract COVID-19 months 
later have persistent symptoms such as 
fatigue and headaches. 

Mr. Reid – We have a secular govern-
ment.   Our first amendment prohib-
its the establishment of religion.   Our 
rights are granted to us by documents 
and interpreted by courts – no God is 
above our government.     Your concep-
tion of God is for your personal use and 
has no place in government which must 
serve all of us.   The way you’ve laced 
Jesus, God, blessings, is disturbing for 
a letter commenting on American poli-
tics.  I would also think it would be seen 
as offensive by some given RBG was 
Jewish and a staunch fighter for the 
separation of church and state.

The news has been moving so fast, it 
is hard to remember what even seemed 
important a week ago.   Last week the 
New York Times leaked Trump’s tax 
returns and it turns out he paid no 
federal income tax for 10 of the last 15 
years and only paid $750 to the U.S. gov-
ernment in 2017, his first year as pres-
ident.   Ironically in the same year he 
paid $16,000 in taxes to Panama, $145,000 
to India, and $156,000 to the Philippines.  
He wrote off “consulting fees” he paid 
his daughter, expenses from his var-

ious residences erroneously classified 
as business expenses, and he deducted 
$70,000 in hair care.  He seems a lot less 
rich and less successful than he claims 
to be.

How could this be?   Easy – he paid 
little to no taxes because he sustained 
massive business losses.   Either he is 
a criminal tax fraud or he’s a terrible 
businessman.  For a president who ran 
on his business reputation it seems he’s 
a fraud.   This really isn’t news though, 
just confirmation of what we already 
knew. 

Then came the joke of a “debate” 
where it was a game of how many lies 
and irrelevant conspiracy theories can 
Trump blurt out while talking over 
the moderator and Biden while then 
Biden has to talk over Trump to say 
“that’s a lie.”  This was the same debate 
were Trump wouldn’t condemn white 
supremacists and told them to standby.  
The same debate where Trump mocked 
Biden’s use of masks to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19 WHILE the presi-
dent himself was incubating COVID-19.

Trump continued his schedule of trav-
eling the country to hold political rallies 
while first Hope Hicks comes down with 
COVID-19….  Then the president himself 
tests positive for COVID-19.  I know it’s 
not nice to rejoice at another person’s 
misfortune, but he really deserves it.  
If anybody ever deserved to catch this 
nasty virus, it is Donald J. Trump.  The 
Woodward tapes proved he knew how 
dangerous and lethal COVID-19 was 
back in January but chose to downplay 
it.   He has downplayed the virus all 
along, called it a hoax, blamed testing for 
making him look bad, mocked seeming-
ly any and all public health measures.  
Under Trump’s leadership COVID-
19 is easily 10x worse per capita than 
in other developed countries.   He not 
only deserves this, he deserves a severe 
case.  He deserves to be on a ventilator.  
He deserves invasive procedures.   He 
deserves a long and rocky recovery.   I 

hope he survives though so he can expe-
rience how much suffering COVID-19 
can cause.

We often hear about R-naught, or R0 
as the basic reproduction rate of the 
virus.   R0 >1 grows exponentially, <1 
decays exponentially until it’s gone.  
COVID-19 unmitigated has an R0 ~2.3 
but that is really an average.   Some 
people transmit it to zero others, some 
several.  I am going to guess that Trump 
is the single worse super-spreader in 
the history of this pandemic based on 
the sheer number of people he comes 
in contact with while being un-careful 
on purpose.  I am guessing that 1 month 
from now we’ll see a “Trump bump” – a 
clear 1-time bump in the pandemic’s 
exponential growth directly attributed 
to Trump contracting it personally.

We now have 7,433,470 confirmed cases 
and 210,151 deaths, 4,836 new deaths and 
300,220 people sick that weren’t sick last 
week (including Trump).   Canada is 
experiencing a 2nd wave as their entire 
country is getting chilly so this week the 
U.S. was only three times worse than 
Canada per capita.   Our numbers are 
likely to get much worse.  The national 
cases have shown a clear uptick since 
Labor Day.  In Massachusetts our daily 
cases have doubled in 3 weeks since 
Labor Day.   At this rate we will be 
back to peak-pandemic by Dec. 24 and 
in all likelihood it will accelerate faster 
than that as it gets colder.  Despite this 
damning evidence, Gov. Baker relaxes 
restrictions on restaurants and other 
businesses, so here we go…

We can expect two million total deaths 
if we continue on this path.  This is sad.  
It is pathetic.   This is a total failure of 
government.  There’s nothing else to say 
about it.   

 
Omar Har-Yarok
East Brookfield

HAR-YAROK
continued from page A8
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Community 
   Connection

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 10/5/20 was $1.59 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
Discretion

BLT
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.49 
Lg. 12” $5.49

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Pulled Pork

Pizza
Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

NEW full rack of 
ribs, FF & cole-

slaw $15.95
1/2 Rack $9.95

(available most locations)

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brookfield Locations ~ 
www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567          

Worcester
267 Webster St.                   
508-798-3111

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Do It 4 U Studio

(508) 864-9224 
Follow us on Facebook: 

MS Zumbateer for all updates 

WELLNESS FAIR  
sponsored by Women For Women 

Organnies... Melaleuca... doTerra...  
Crafts... Homemade Candles... 

Meet A Local Massage Therapist...
 Zumba and more!

Masks Mandatory... Practicing Common Sense!
Saturday 10/10/20 10am-2pm

At DO IT 4 U Studio
369 Main St., (around the back) Spencer, MA

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

NEW LOCATION:
1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge 508-764-0555

ShopShop
Custom Embroidery Custom Embroidery 

& Heat Transfer& Heat Transfer

We are here 
for you!

to extinguish. 
“All Lives Matter” is a slogan that 

didn’t exist before BLM but cropped up 
later to express criticism of BLM.   “All 
Lives Matter” reflects a view of racial dis-
missal, ignoring, and denial.   “All Lives 
Matter” is a disingenuous retort that mis-
understands the problems raised by BLM 
activists.  

Ignoring much of the meat of the 
underlying causes of the ongoing war on 
drugs we can jump straight to Breonna 
Taylor.   Mr. Robillard seems to suggest 
that Breonna got what was coming to her 
(killed by 6 shots from the cops while she 
was in her bed).   Mr. Robillard misrep-
resents the situation greatly.   The city of 
Lousiville settled with Breonna’s family 
for $12 million and reformed its police 
practices so we can start with the assump-
tion that this should never have happened 
and the city accepted responsibility.

Concerning the Breonna Taylor case, 
tragic as it is, it is really not a race issue.  
The officers responsible for her death 
didn’t necessarily even know her race 
ahead of time.  This is a cop issue.  This is 
a judge issue.  This is a big problem.

The LMPD was investigating 2 men 
suspected of selling drugs from a house 
more than 10 miles away from Breonna’s 
apartment.   One of them was Breonna’s 
EX-boyfriend who had used her address 
for various purposes such as bank state-
ments.   A no-knock search warrant was 
issued for Breonna’s residence because 
they thought her ex-boyfriend was receiv-
ing packages containing drugs since he 
was seen leaving her apartment with 
an unknown package.   The U.S. Postal 
Inspector was asked to monitor packages 
going to Breonna’s residence but conclud-
ed “There’s no packages of interest going 
there”.

Before the raid the order had been 
changed to “knock and announce”.  There 

were 12 witnesses in the apartment build-
ing and all 12 of them said they heard 
no announcement although one of them 
changed his story 2 months later.   One 
of the witnesses who said the cops didn’t 
announce themselves was outside smok-
ing a cigarette at the time.   The cops 
entered Breonna’s apartment at about 
1:00am using a battering ram to look for 
drugs or money.

The cops were all wearing plainclothes. 
Kenneth Walker, Breonna’s boyfriend, 

was a lawful gun owner.  After hearing a 
loud bang he yelled, “Who is it?” several 
times and after no answer he armed him-
self.  When an intruder entered the apart-
ment he fired his weapon and shot the 
intruder in the leg.   After that 32 rounds 
were fired into the apartment from sever-
al officers including one who shot through 
a door covered by curtains so he couldn’t 
even see what he shooting.   6 shots went 
into Breonna killing her and none hit 
Kenneth.

Kenneth Walker, believing he had acted 
in self-defense, then called 911 to report 
“somebody kicked in the door and shot 
my girlfriend”.   Of course, Kenneth was 
charged with attempted murder on a 
police officer (the plainclothes guy who 
kicked his door in at 1am) and thrown 
in jail.  Of course there was nothing illic-
it found in Breonna’s apartment – even 
Kenneth’s gun was legal.   The cops later 
claimed that they never even searched 
Breonna’s apartment (what then was the 
point of busting in?)

The Breonna Taylor case intersects 
with race and with BLM, but it honestly 
is less a race issue than a cop and judge 
issue.   Why was a search warrant ever 
granted if the postal service when asked 
to investigate saw nothing notable?  How 
did even their suspicions rise to the level 
of no-knock plainclothes officers in the 
middle of the night?   That is such a dan-
gerous operation for everyone involved it 
indicates a total lack of understanding of 
the risk and lack of value on all lives – the 
Rambos in blue and the unsuspecting citi-

zens inside that apartment.  So far though, 
this is just an over-zealous police force 
and criminal justice system and a young 
woman ended up dead from negligence. 

Where it gets totally disgusting, of 
course, is Kenneth Walker was in jail for 
two months, charged with attempted mur-
der on a police officer.  They abused their 
power to ruin a young man’s life to cover 
up for their malfeasance.  It was blatantly 
obvious Walker was acting in self-defense 
given his 1 shot and then his 911 call.  
What is he to think if in the middle of the 
night his door gets kicked in?   Isn’t this 
exactly what Republicans/Conservatives/
Trumpers think is an appropriate use of a 
gun?   In my opinion everyone involved 
with incarcerating Kenneth Walker needs 
to spend two months in jail, in the general 
population.

Where it gets even more disgusting is 
that a month after the shooting, Breonna’s 
ex-boyfriend (the original suspect) was 
offered a plea deal if he would testify that 
Breonna (now deceased) was part of his 
drug dealing operation because implicat-
ing a dead woman would help cover up the 
cops’ malfeasance.   He rejected the deal 
because at least that black drug dealer has 
some integrity.

We had all been waiting to see who was 
charged with what crimes.   As it turns 
out, only the guy who fired a gun through 
a door he couldn’t see through got charged 
with wanton endangerment.   The cops 
who battered the door in and aimed at 
Breonna, killing her, they’re good.   Why 
are the protestors associated with BLM 
angry?  Because this is such a miscarriage 
of justice.   Breonna’s family received a 
civil settlement, but they want to see crim-
inal charges – like the ones slapped on the 
man defending his home from a nighttime 
home invasion.  They wanted to see mur-
der charges.

Personally, I don’t think it is murder 
because the cops didn’t intend on kill-
ing Breonna.   They all should have been 
charged with wanton endangerment.  
Cops need to go to jail and lose their 

pensions for “just following orders” and 
risking lives for nothing.  We didn’t accept 
“just following orders” from the Third 
Reich and we shouldn’t accept it from our 
boys in blue (who wear jeans and sweat-
shirts when doing dangerous operations 
sometimes).   We need future officers to 
look at a stupid plan and say, “I’m not 
doing that”.  We need the cops who arrest-
ed Kenneth Walker charged with false 
arrest, kidnapping, abuse of power, or 
something of the sort.  We need to send a 
message loud and clear that you will not 
charge innocent people with crimes to 
cover up your own crime.

We need to eliminate “qualified immu-
nity” so that Kenneth Walker can sue 
those officers personally for tossing him 
in jail to cover their own derriere. 

Before you say “tragic accident” and 
“nothing to do with race” we should exam-
ine another case.  In 2017 Justine Damond, 
a 40-year old white Australian woman, 
was shot by the Minneapolis police in an 
alleyway near her home.  The officers said 
she approached the squad car and they 
“got spooked”, “feared an ambush”, and 
“feared for his life”.  This time though the 
officer was black and the victim white.  
The officer was charged with third degree 
murder, convicted, sentenced to 12.5 years 
in prison, and in prison he remains to 
this day.  During the trial the prosecutor 
asked the black former cop defendant, 
“The whole blonde hair, pink T-shirt, and 
all is a threat to you?”  Don’t tell me that 
race doesn’t color how these things go…    

As for Rayshard Brooks and Jacob 
Blake, referenced by Mr. Robillard…  
Nobody deserves to be shot in the back 
while running away.  Never.  Ever.  There 
is no excuse.  Those incidents were caught 
on camera.   What did you expect would 
happen?   Massive peaceful protests that 
become isolated riots when the sun goes 
down is what I would expect.

 
 Terrance Washington

Spencer

WASHINGTON
continued from page A8

conservatives, and Fox News. 
Here is a question for those of you who 

claim to be smarter than the rest of us, a 
little homework, if you will indulge me. 
Can the truth be racist? Say, for instance, 
one names a certain thing based on the 
region, or country, it came from. For 
example, is the term Chinese food racist? 
Why or why not? Some may be wonder-
ing why I ask, so allow me to explain. I 
was accused of being racist when I called 
Covid-19 the Chinese Virus. Unlike the 
Americanized version of what we call 
Chinese food, Covid-19 did, in fact, come 
from China. If calling it the Chinese Virus 
is racist, is the term, Spanish Flu also 
racist? 

Fascism/Fascist. The left has fallen in 
love with their version of this word. Their 
definition: Anything President Trump 
does and all of his supporters. Merriam-
Webster defines it as, “a political philoso-
phy, movement, or regime (such as that of 
the Fascisti) that exalts nation and often 
race above the individual and that stands 

for a centralized  autocratic  government 
headed by a  dictatorial  leader, severe 
economic and social regimentation, and 
forcible suppression of opposition.” So, 
by that definition, President Trump is 
the worst fascist in the history of fascism. 
Antifa, Americas own version of Isis, 
embodies it. 

Discrimination. The left would have 
you to believe that this word is rooted 
in racism. But, in fact, everybody dis-
criminates every day! One last time, 
from Merriam-Webster: “1a:  preju-
diced  or  prejudicial  outlook, action, 
or treatment b:  the act, practice, or an 
instance of discriminating categorically 
rather than individually

2: the quality or power of finely distin-
guishing

3a:  the act of making or perceiving a 
difference : the act of discriminating

b: psychology  :  the process by which 
two stimuli differing in some aspect are 
responded to differently.”

When you choose between having a 
baked potato rather than mashed, you 
just discriminated against the mashed. 
When you choose the well-lit alley rather 
than the dark alley, 2 percent milk over 

whole milk, peanut butter and fluff over 
ham and cheese, you are discriminating. 
How about a black man in a business 
suit with a brief case or white guy in a 
flashy jogging suit, faux-gold necklace, 
and untied Nikes, both standing in front 
of the Worcester District Court House? 
With whom would you rather have a 
conversation? Discriminating does not 
automatically mean you are being a rac-
ist or bigot (another word widely used by 
liberals… correction, misused). 

I have yet to find the racism and/or 
bigotry in anything President Trump has 
done up to this point. Before we all went 
on lockdown because of the virus that 
China gifted to not only us, but also the 
rest of world, the United States economy 
was booming. Unemployment was at a 
record low, especially for minorities, the 
average median income across this coun-
try was up $5,000 and manufacturing jobs 
were (and still are) returning to the shores 
of America. So much for the ‘new norms’ 
of high unemployment, lower wages, 
and fewer jobs as it was proclaimed by 
the previous administration. It wasn’t a 
magic wand that brought the jobs back, 
it was President Trumps policies. But, if 

you believe in magic… Abracadabra! Yet, 
all I hear is how much of a fascist he is, 
how much of a racist he is, how much of a 
bigot he is. However, when I ask for exam-
ples all I hear are crickets. After a few 
moments of deafening silence, when they 
come to the realization that they have 
nothing, that’s when the insults come out. 
Usually accusing me of being a Fox news 
stooge (nope). 

This Friday, making a second appear-
ance, the Trump Stand Out/Back the 
Blue rally will be back in the beautiful 
town of Leicester! Last time we had a 
huge turn-out and the Stand Outs haven’t 
slowed down since!  Grab your flag or 
sign, and come down for a great time. We 
will be there from 4pm until 6pm at the 
intersection of Routes 9 and 56. Watch out 
for those that may be trolling the event 
and don’t take the bait! Hold you flag high 
and tell them you are gladly voting for 
Trump!

Mathew Herholz
Spencer 

HERHOLZ
continued from page A8

To join this page 
please Call June at 508-909-4062 or 
email jsima@stonebridgepress.news
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Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
12:09-2:21 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 7:03 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change of address; 
9:16 a.m: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), North Brookfield PD bolo; 9:53 
a.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
re: missing package; 10:20 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), req. acci-
dent report; 10:41 a.m.: fraud (Marble 
Road), unemployment scam; 11:01 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), wel-
fare check; 11:13 a.m.: mv complaint 
(North Spencer Road), erratic oper-
ator; 11:46 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), Southbridge PD bolo; 
12:13 p.m.: commercial alarm (Lake 
Street), services rendered; 12:15 p.m.: 
DPW call (Temple Street), cable down 
in road; 12:44 p.m.: residential alarm 
(Lincoln Street), services rendered; 
12:48 p.m.: lost/found (Main Street), 
lost wallet; 12:56 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), re: texts to grand-
son; 12:58 p.m.: fraud (West Main 
Street), scam call; 1:50 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Salem Street), alleges neigh-
bor stole phone; 3:12 p.m.: burglary 
(Lake Street), investigated; 3:17 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Valley Street), spoken 
to; 3:25 p.m.: elderly matter (Lincoln 
Street), unwanted party/spoken to; 
3:46 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), open line; 3:59 p.m.: park-
ing complaint (Charron Street), spoken 
to; 4:18 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 4:43 p.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), report taken; 4:47 p.m.: vandal-
ism (Valley Street), mvs vandalized; 
4:51 p.m.: fire alarm (Duggan Street), 
referred; 4:51 p.m.: intelligence/crim-
inal (West Main Street), info taken; 
5:00 p.m.: officer wanted (Greenville 
Street), debris in road/removed; 5:26 
p.m.: disturbance (Salem Street), noise 
complaint; 5:28 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), re: restrain-
ing order info; 5:29 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), noise complaint; 5:55 
p.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 6:03 p.m.: disabled mv (Main 
Street), assisted; 6:03 p.m.: 911 call 
(High Street), misdial; 6:49 p.m.: distur-
bance (Main Street), m/f dispute; 6:57 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), mis-
dial; 7:27 p.m.: multiple LTC issued/3 
(West Main Street), assisted; 7:28 p.m.: 
FID issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 9:13 p.m.: officer wanted (Salem 
Street), info taken; 9:57 p.m.: building 
checked (Smithville Road), security 
light out; 9:59 p.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); (Total daily mv stops 
– 18).

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
12:08-1:07 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:09 a.m.: mv stop (West Main 
Street), Joseph E. Madison, 53, 324 
East Main Street, East Brookfield, OUI 
liquor, negligent operation, speeding, 
marked lanes violation, arrest; 5:18 
a.m.: DPW call (North Spencer Road), 
debris in roadway; 6:32 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Paxton Road), dead coy-
ote; 8:06 a.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village); 8:42 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Paxton Road), speak to ACO; 9:11 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), m/f 
property dispute; 10:46 a.m.: parking 
complaint (Salem Street), info taken; 
11:44 a.m.: larceny (Main Street),  
report taken; 12:08 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), welfare check; 12:58 
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
1:12 p.m.: disturbance (Maple Street), 
loud verbal argument; 1:55 p.m.; med-
ical/general (Woodside Road); 2:35 
p.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 2:45 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Paxton Road), dead coyote; 3:51 p.m.: 
harassment prevention order service 
(West Main Street); 4:11 p.m.: LTC 
issued (West Main Street), assisted; 
4:35 p.m.: citizen complaint (Meadow 
Road), req. officer on scene; 5:12 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Lloyd Dyer Drive), 
investigated; 7:05 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 7:15 p.m.: assault 
(Main Street), Michael G. Kostrzeba, 
24, 16 Pioneer Valley Street, Spencer, 
assault & battery w/dangerous weap-
on X 2; assault w/dangerous weapon, 
assault & battery, threatening to com-
mit a crime, arrest; 7:56 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), bike stolen 
in Phillipston; 10:29p.m.: disabled mv 
(Donnelly Cross Road), assisted; 11:43 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
assist Sturbridge PD/Fisk Hill; (Total 
daily mv stops – 9).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
12:09-1:10 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:13 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple 
Street), screams heard; 3:35 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 7:23 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 8:14 a.m.: mv lockout 
(Howe Village), assisted; 10:25 a.m.: 

medical/mental health (Bixby Road); 
11:30 a.m.: mv complaint (Thompson 
Pond Road), persistent speeding; 
12:05 p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 12:56 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Main Street), mv in hdcp 
spot; 2:11 p.m.; vandalism (Thompson 
Pond Road), mailbox smashed; 2:14 
p.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 2:15 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Meadow Road), rock thrown 
thru windshield; 2:16 p.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), dog left 
in hot mv; 2:33 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), spoken to; 3:26 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Greenville Street), shards 
of glass in road; 3:28 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 4:35 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (South Spencer Road); 4:42 
p.m.: mv lockout (West Main Street), 
assisted; 4:53 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Water Street); 4:53 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Vernon Street), injured 
squirrel; 5:21 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Donnelly Cross Road), loose goats; 5:30 
p.m.: elderly matter (Lincoln Street), 
spoken to; 6:47 p.m.: intelligence/drugs 
(Maple Street), info taken; 8:56-9:17 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 9:20 
p.m.: elderly matter (Lincoln Street), 
spoken to; 9:20 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Paxton Road), windshield broken; 9:23 
p.m.: animal complaint (Maple Street), 
coyote in area; 9:54 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 10:22 p.m.; DPW call 
(High Street), poss. water main break; 
10:33 disturbance (Main Street), verbal 
argument; (Total daily mv stops – 18).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
12:26 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 

Main Street), no contact; 12:46-1:39 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 8:49 a.m.: 
lost/found (Park Street), keys found; 
10:25 a.m.: disturbance (Ash Street), 
m/f dispute; 10:42 a.m.: mv complaint 
(Greenville Street), speeding; 10:52 
a.m.: mv complaint (South Spencer 
Road), speeding; 11:00 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), rep. hit/
run; 12:20 p.m.: town bylaw violation 
(Bond Street), re: wetlands disturbed; 
12:32 p.m.: medical/general (West 
Main Street); 1:47 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (West Main Street), no contact; 
2:44 p.m.: disturbance (Ash Street), 
neighbor issues; 3:25 p.m.: juvenile 
matters (Valley Street), minors drink-
ing/smoking; 3:30 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Maple Street); 3:56 p.m.: DPW call 
(Main Street), carpet blocking travel 
lane; 4:22 p.m.: officer wanted (Lincoln 
Street), inquiry re: parking; 5:24 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Northwest Road), guns 
being fired; 5:34 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Greenville Street), Trump signs 
removed; 5:36 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), hang-up; 5:40 p.m.: residential 
alarm (Lincoln Street), services ren-
dered; 6:58 p.m.: mv complaint (Brooks 
Pond Road), dangerous driving; 
7:36 p.m.: RV complaint (Cranberry 
Meadow Road), three RZRs in pit; 7:38 
p.m.: fire/woods/grass (Maple Street), 
illegal burn; 7:41 p.m.: accident (South 
Spencer Road), report taken; 8:00 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Earley Street), 
caller being chased; 8:57 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (West Main Street), call-
er being followed; 9:39 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 9:40 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (North Spencer Road), erratic 
operator; (Total daily mv stop – 13).

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
12:49-1:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 2:25 a.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), assist Leicester PD; 6:52 
a.m.: fire alarm (McDonald Street), 
referred; 8:07 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), re: road rage incident; 10:01 
a.m.: residential alarm (Water Street), 
services rendered; 10:40 a.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Lake Street), info taken; 
10:45 a.m.: vandalism (Thompson Pond 
Road), political signs torn down; 11:10 
a.m.: town bylaw violation (Bond 
Street), logging in wetlands; 11:44 a.m.: 
vandalism (Adams Street), gas tank 
poss. vandalized; 12:12 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 1:28 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Bixby Road), info taken; 
1:54 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), minor accident; 2:16 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Valley Street); 2:33 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator; 2:42 p.m.: medical/general 
(G.H. Wilson Road); 3:19 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (North Spencer Road), erratic 
operator; 4:16 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 5:26 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Clark Road), sick raccoon; 6:02 
p.m.: 911 call (Bixby Road), misdial; 
6:32 p.m.: medical/general (Cherry 
Street); 6:36 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), no contact; 6:46 p.m.: lost/found 
(Wilson Street), cell phone found; 8:53-
9:13 p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
9:17 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), Southbridge PD bolo; 9:35 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 10:03 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), investi-
gated; 10:29 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple 

Street), welfare check; (Total daily mv 
stops – 3).

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
12:25 a.m.: fire alarm (Pleasant 

Street), referred; 1:33-2:34 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 9:02 a.m.: illegal 
dumping (Ash Street), trash in woods; 
9:35 a.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), dead skunk; 9:37 a.m.: medical/
general (Mechanic Street); 9:54 a.m.: 911 
call (Jolicoeur Avenue), fraud/imper-
sonation; 10:28 a.m.: medical/general 
(Temple Street); 11:20 a.m.: accident 
(Main Street), info taken; 11:42 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), Harrington 
CT down; 11:53 a.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 12:49 p.m.: 
mutual aid (Lloyd Dyer Drive), DCF 
req. welfare check; 1:32 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Wilson Street), inquiry re: 
speed bump; 1:33 p.m.: vandalism 
(Main Street), damage to light/gate; 
1:35 p.m.: officer wanted (Sunset Lane), 
info taken; 1:55 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Paxton Road); 3:13 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
3:50 p.m.: medical/general (Cranberry 
Lane); 4:04 p.m.: disturbance (Bixby 
Road), ongoing issues; 4:17 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Main Street), parking issue; 
5:10 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 5:33 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Sumner Street), loose dog; 
6:37 p.m.: parking violation (Maple 
Street), ticket issued; 6:38 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted(Bixby Road), re: domestic 
issue; 7:18 p.m.: suspicious mv (Lyford 
Road), investigated; 7:22 p.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), misdial; 7:26 p.m.: 
fraud (Debbie Drive), unemployment 
scam; 8:10 p.m.: juvenile matter (Main 
Street), spoken to; 8:17 p.m.: distur-
bance (Ash Street), Phillip John Baker, 
37, 46 Cherry Street, Spencer, disor-
derly conduct, disturbing the peace, 
arrest; 9:26 p.m.: fraud (Main Street), 
SS scam call; 10:52 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Salem Street); 11:09 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lambs Grove); 11:11 p.m.: 
disturbance (Bixby Road), large fight; 
11:38 p.m.: disturbance (Bixby Road), 
screaming; 11:41 p.m.: mv complaint 
(Greenville Street), erratic operator; 
(Total daily mv stops – 24).

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
1:29 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 

re: calls from CO; 1:37-3:03 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 6:17 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Lake Street); 9:07 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Grove Street), issue w/
alarm; 9:36 a.m.: juvenile matter (Main 
Street), welfare check; 9:44 a.m.: 911 
call (Maple Street), testing elevator; 
10:04 a.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic 
Street), assist DPW; 10:08 a.m.: 911 call 
(Bixby Road), info taken; 10:37 a.m.: 
juvenile matter (High Street), alter-
cation btw dad/son; 10:40 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), multiple 
issues; 11:01 a.m.: medical/general 
(West Main Street); 11:02 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), rep. inci-
dent in Sturbridge; 11:21 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), re: reg-
istration; 12:16 p.m.: accident (West 
Main Street), report taken; 12:44 p.m.: 
multiple 911 calls (West Main Street), 
mv accident/Charlton; 12:57 p.m.: 
suspicious persons (Pleasant Street), 
info taken; 1:13 p.m.: medical/sudden 
death (Sullivan Street); 2:39 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Ash Street), re: census 
taker; 2:44 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Chestnut Street); 3:00 p.m.: park-
ing complaint (Main Street), camp-
er left on property; 3:52 p.m.: fraud 
(Northwest Road), SS scam call; 3:58 
p.m.: medical/general (Paxton Drive); 
4:00 p.m.: fraud (Prospect Street), 
unemployment scam; 4:13 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Chestnut Street), lift 
assist; 5:14 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Lyford Road), spoken to; 6:06 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), info 
taken; 6:10 p.m.: fraud (Howe Village), 
unauthorized charges; 7:17 p.m.: RV 
complaint (Valley Street), riding dirt 
bike in street; 7:49 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Chestnut Street); 11:46 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Park Street), investigated; 
11:51 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
(Total daily mv stops – 11).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
2:02 a.m.: gunshots heard (Mannville 

Street), unable to locate; 5:54 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:20 a.m.: investigation (Main Street), 
services rendered; 9:50 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Siani Road), services rendered; 
1:24 p.m.: fraud (South Main Street), 
report taken; 3:08 p.m.: accident (South 
Main Street), report taken; 4:11 p.m.: 
investigation (South Main Street), 
services rendered; 5:45 p.m.: fami-
ly problem (Marshall Street), peace 

restored; 6:53 p.m.: threats (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 6:59 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Laurelwood Avenue), message 
delivered; 8:22 p.m.: assist other PD 
(Stafford Street, Charlton), message 
delivered; 8:33 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Paxton Street), unable to locate; 8:35 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford Street), 
spoken to; 10:26 p.m.: shoplifting 
(Soojians Drive), name and address 
redacted from police log, larceny over 
$1200 by false pretense.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
1:21 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), ver-

bal warning; 11:57 a.m.: disturbance 
(Stafford Street), peace restored; 2:48 
p.m.: larceny (McCarthy Avenue), 
no action required; 2:54 p.m.: welfare 
check (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
services rendered; 3:56 p.m.: suspi-
cious person (Ingram Road), services 
rendered; 4:25 p.m.: accident (South 
Main Street), report taken; 5:02 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Pleasant Street), verbal 
warning; 5:13 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning; 8:41 p.m.: 
parking complaint (Main Street), spo-
ken to.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
12:52 a.m.: mv stop (Auburn Street), 

verbal warning; 2:53 a.m.: mv lock-
out (Main Street), assisted; 3:26 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 10:36 a.m.: lost/found (Chapel 
Street), services rendered; 11:48 a.m.: 
keep the peace (Woodland Road), ser-
vices rendered; 1:48 p.m.: ambulance 
(Carleton Road), transported; 4:18 p.m.: 
suspicious person (Pine Ridge Drive), 
unable to locate; 6:00 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Laurelwood Avenue), message 
delivered; 6:58 p.m.: welfare check 
(Collier Avenue), services rendered.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
12:39 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 

verbal warning; 2:26 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 8:06 
a.m.: suspicious activity (Main Street), 
gone on arrival; 8:30 a.m.: ambulance 
(Peter Salem Road), transported; 9:55 
a.m.: ambulance (Paxton Street), trans-
ported; 12:50 p.m.: neighbor dispute 
(Reservoir Street), peace restored; 
1:16 p.m.: welfare check (South Main 
Street), services rendered; 1:36 p.m.: 
suspicious activity (Stafford Street), 
investigated; 2:39 p.m.: accident 
(Henshaw Street), report taken; 4:02 
p.m.: residential alarm (Cricklewood 
Drive), false alarm; 5:54 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
6:40 p.m.: erratic operator (Pleasant 
Street), verbal warning.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
6:49 a.m.: larceny (McCarthy 

Avenue), advised civil action; 11:51 
a.m.: assist other PD (Merrick Street), 
services rendered; 12:10 p.m.: fraud 
(Deer Pond Road), report taken; 1:01 
p.m.: animal complaint (South Main 
Street), no action required; 1:06 p.m.: 
investigation (Paxton Street), services 
rendered; 2:35 p.m.: assist citizen (Pine 
Street); 4:52 p.m.: restraining order 
service (Pine Street), unable to serve; 
5:50 p.m.: welfare check (Crestwood 
Road), transported to hospital; 6:26 
p.m.: restraining order service (South 
Main Street), served; 11:57 p.m.: erratic 
operator (Greenville Street), unable to 
locate.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
3:23 a.m.: mv b&e (Siani Road), 

unable to locate; 5:34 a.m.: assault 
(Carleton Road), report taken; 9:03 
a.m.: mv stop (Mulberry Street), verbal 
warning; 9:57 a.m.: mv stop (Mulberry 
Street), spoken to; 10:31 a.m.: inves-
tigation (Soojians Drive), name and 
address redacted from police log, lar-
ceny over $1200 by false pretense, ser-
vices rendered; 3:06 p.m.: investigation 
(Stafford Street), services rendered; 
3:07 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Stafford 
Street), spoken to; 4:35 p.m.: assist cit-
izen (Hyland Avenue); 7:09 p.m.: shop-
lifting (Soojians Drive), report taken; 
9:29 p.m.: stolen mv recovery (Soojians 
Drive), mv towed.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
10:12 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 

verbal warning; 10:18 a.m.: family 
problem (Siani Road), peace restored; 
11:12 a.m.: hanging wires (Pine Street), 
referred; 11:20 a.m.: ambulance (Dale 
Street), transported; 1:41 p.m.: inves-
tigation (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 3:03 p.m.: disturbance (Baldwin 
Street), spoken to; 4:51 p.m.: accident 
(Henshaw Street), report taken; 6:24 
p.m.: suspicious person (Rawson 
Street), unable to locate; 7:54 p.m.: sus-
picious activity (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), spoken to; 8:14 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), no action required; 10:53 
p.m.: arrest warrant service (Miguel 
A. Santiago, 37, 384 Main Street, #2, 
Cherry Valley, straight warrant, 
arrest.

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

To find out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

(Your Neighbors)
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Owner Operated ~ WILL DUMONT 

508-867-9353

Prompt Friendly Service 
with Low Rates (Call)

WE PUMP YOUR TANK 
TO THE BOTTOM

Septic & Cesspool Pumping, 
Sewer Line Back-up

SEPTIC PUMPING

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Rental
• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Storm work
• Firewood $225/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

To advertise in 
The Local Service Provider Directory

Contact June at 508-909-4062  
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

Now 
Selling 
Quality 

Used Cars

Oil 
Change

$19.99
OCTOBER SPECIALS

A/C RECHARGE*
*Does not include vehicles 
with 1234YF refrigerant

$54.99

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Instant Credit • In -shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

This past Friday, Matt 
Fontain and this writer decid-
ed to make a trip to Galilee, R.I. 
to do some fishing for seabass 
and tautog. After stopping at 
Quaker Lane Bait and Tackle 
shop to pick up some green 
crabs for bait, we headed for 
the boat ramp at Galilee. Upon 
arriving just after daybreak, 
we found ourselves in line 
at the ramp. “Fishing must 
be good, Matt” were the first 
words out of my mouth. After 
finally launching the boat, we 
managed to catch a few mum-
mies for bait, but they were 
extremely scarce. 

Matt went to park the car and 
trailer, which gave me some 
time to talk to a few anglers 
that had recently returned 
from Block Island.  They had 
been fishing most of the night, 
and all managed to retain a 
keeper striper.    I mentioned 
about all of the trailers in the 
parking lot and wondered if 
they were mostly fishing for 
stripers. “Heck, no,” one guy 
replied, “they are out chasing 
Bonito or False Albacore.” 
Matt was returning from park-
ing the car and trailer, so it was 
time to go fishing. 

We headed out through 
the East Breaker Wall, and 
planned to fish in front of the 
light house at Point Judith. We 
spotted a group of boats fishing 
in front of Scarborough Beach 
area, so I mentioned that they 
more than likely were catching 
tautog, as it is always a hot 
spot in the fall. As we arrived 
in the area, we soon realized 
that they were all chasing 
Bonito. After observing numer-
ous bonito busting the water 
around us, I decided to give it 

a try . After a few minutes of 
fishing Matt suggested that we 
go back to the area around the 
Lighthouse.  “I just don’t feel 
it,” he stated , meaning that he 
felt we were in the wrong spot. 

“Let’s go,” I stated. Arriving 
at a spot a mile off of the light-
house I lowered my rig bated 
with green crab. “Wow, I got a 
fish on!” The rig had barely hit 
the bottom and I was hooked 
up to a good fish.

As the fish was reeled up 
to the surface, we realized I 
had a large seabass. It was lock 
and load action for the rest 
of the morning, catching sea-
bass and tautog using crabs as 
bait. We left a bit early because 
of a squall with heavy winds 
coming into the area, but it 
calmed down as fast as it came 
in.  We were already half way 

back to the launch area, so we 
called it a day. We are heading 
back this week for some more 
action.  Tautog fishing is heat-
ing up fast, so give it a try.

Two local youngsters har-
vested a deer this past Saturday 
in the valley area.  It was an 
opportunity for them to hunt 
deer during the special one-day 
youth hunt that is an annual 
event. Because of the deadline 
of this column, I was not able 
to acquire the names of the 
two young hunters. Hopefully, 
there will be more information 
on the two successful hunters. 

This past Saturday, the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club 
had their first Pheasant hunt 
under there Preserve hunting 
license. It sure was nice to get 
the dogs out hunting for the 
first time.  Numerous breeds 

of bird dogs did there thing 
of pointing and flushing birds. 
Labrador Retrievers, Pointers, 
Springers, Brittney’s, and 
a Griffon were some of the 
dogs hunting this past week-
end.  The smell of spent gun 
powder in the crisp morning 
air after downing our first 
pheasant of the year was a sure 
sign that fall was here. Dog 
owners that took the time to 
train their dogs during the off 
season were rewarded with 
some great dog work in the 
field.  There is nothing more 
enjoyable than hunting over a 
well-trained dog.  This week’s 
picture shows a few hunters 
ready to enjoy a day in the 
field hunting pheasant, at the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club. 

Duck & Goose hunting opens 
on the 13th of October this year, 
in the Central District. Because 
of the low water in most ponds 
and rivers hunting ducks may 

be a lot different than previous 
years. Locating areas of water 
along small streams, needs 
to be done prior to opening 
day. A good retrieving dog will 
save you a lot of otherwise lost 
birds.  The wood duck popula-
tion is high this year, as the 
birds had a good nesting sea-
son, as did the resident goose 
population. 

Trout stocking by the 
Massachusetts Fish & Wildlife 
has started and most ponds and 
lakes that normally receive a 
fall stocking should be complet-
ed by the end of this week. The 
recent cool nights helped cool 
the water, but we still need a 
few inches of rain. Hopefully, 
we will get a good soaking soon. 

Stay safe and wear a mask 
when out in the public!

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending! 

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors
Fishing with a friend

Photos Courtesy

Matt Fontain with a few of the seabass and tautog we caught last week.

A few of the club members ready to hunt pheasant this past weekend.
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Featured New Listing!Featured New Listing!hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD  

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE 
& WORK FROM HOME! Amazing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone 
major updates & renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room 
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring Cathedral Ceilings! 
Replacement windows throughout, Buderus boiler & hot water storage 
in 2015, 13x21 rear deck!  SOO MUCH MORE!  $499,900. 

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RD

Quisential Woodstock Farmhouse w/Spectacular 
views of Pond. Detached Studio Building! 2.5 Acres. 
Prof. Landscaped. 5 Bedrooms. Fireplaced Dining. 
library/Music room. Master Bedroom, 2 Full Baths! 
Renovated Kitchen. Upstairs, 4 Bedrooms w/Full Bath. 
 $425,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Frontage Possible to be 
Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! Artesian Well, Septic 
Design & Conservation - DONE.  NEW PRICE $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer Access. Zoned 
Lake Res.!  $49,000.
Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State Forest! 
 ON DEPOSIT! $132,900
Dudley - Marshall Terrace  12,000+/- Sq Ft Lot! Potential for a 2 Family!     
 SORRY SOLD! $70,000.
Dudley - Packard Dr. 2 Lots! Very Private! off Ridge Dr. Will not last!  
 SORRY SOLD! $50,000

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

ON DEPOSIT

OXFORD - 4 SPICEBUSH LANE

One level living  with added 35 x 18 finished walk-
out lower level. Cathedral ceilings, skylight dining, 
hard-wood flooring and central air. Stainless applianc-
esW/large double oven. Over-sized 30 x 14 deck. quiet 
cul-de-sac! New Price $314,900.

ON DEPOSIT

WESTFORD - 41 WHISPERING PINES SUTTON - 470 BOSTON ROAD

Summer Village with Private Beach, 2 Heated Pools, 
Fitness Center, Putting Green Tennis Basketball, 
Bocce, Rest./Lounge, Pavilion, all on site. 4 rooms, 
2 bedrooms, 1-1/2 baths. Loft, and so much more. 
Great Value! assisted sale  $225,000.

Updated Home that is on a 1 Acre, Professionally 
Landscaped Grounds. 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms. 3 bed-
room septic will be installed. Baseboard oil heat. Re-
cent exterior paint and newer Windows, Wood Floor-
ing. Fireplace. Sunroom. 2 car garage! 
 assisted sale  $379,900. 

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 56 CUSHING ROAD

FIRST TIME OFFERED! Meticulously Cared for & Loved 
~ 4 Bedroom / 2 Bath, 1963 Cape! Natural GAS Heat.Town 
Services! Boiler - Just like New! Corner Lot. Garage! 2nd 
Flr - 2 Lg Bdrms! Bathroom, Hardwood Floors, This House 
is Ready for a New Family, is it YOU?? Call today, Don’t 
Delay!  $272,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 548 SCHOOL ST

Aesthetically pleasing 4-5 BR CAPE!! 1,800 SF Cape! 
8 rooms. 4 lg rooms & bath on 1st flr, eat-in kitchen, 
living room, family room, office/possible 1st flr in-
law bedroom. 2nd flr - 4 lg bedrooms & bath.  2 car 
garage.  $199,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER LAKE - 100 LAKESIDE AVE 

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! 
Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with 
Lake Living in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. 
Outstanding open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely sit-
uated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced 
by a all natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. 
Grand 2 story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake fac-
ing dining , formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner 
master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! 
Something Special! Remember, Timing Is Everything $1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

LAKE SHIRLEY - 647 RESERVOIR RD    

Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas 
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3 
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level 
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding & 
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant 
floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!  
 assisted sale $1,040,000.  

SORRY, SOLD!

DANIELSON CT- 52 TAFT STREET  

Spacious Ranch, 1520+/- Sq Ft 8 room 3 Bedroom, 2 
Full Baths. Hardwood Floors throughout. Fireplace family 
room. FHW/OIL Heat. - New Furnace, Windows, Also, 
recent Asphalt Driveway! Over sized Garage! 1/2 Acre Lot.  
Dead end road. Close to I-395!  $255,500.

SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 452 FABYAN ROAD

Impressive Gambrel Colonial! 2, 343 SF, 3 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths, Main Level Master BR 
Suite! Private Master sized bath w/whirlpool tub & shower. A Serene Year-Round 
Getaway Destination or Full Time Country Home on 2.41+/- PRIVATE Acres! cathedral 
wood ceilings & wide-board pine floors & a truly unique 2 story floor plan! Granite 
counter-tops, stainless appliances, gas cook-top & ceramic tile floors!2 bed rooms & 
a full bath, cross the walkway to the right to a gigantic loft/great room with interior 
balcony! Over-sized 3 car detached garage w/high ceilings, and a huge unfinished 2nd 
story room! TRULY A FAR-AWAY PLACE NEARBY!  $398,500.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 195-199 THOMPSON RD

3 ACRE COMMERCIAL SITE! APPROX. 550 FT ROAD FRONT-
AGE ON STATE HIGHWAY RTE 193 A/K/A THOMPSON ROAD. 
STRATEGICALLY NESTLED BETWEEN TWO (2) I-395 (NORTH 
& SOUTH) ON-RAMPS & TWO (2) I-395 (NORTH & SOUTH) 
OFF-RAMPS! PROPERTY DIRECTLY ABUTS I-395! 48’X80’ 
CONCRETE BLOCK BUILDING, 7,680 SF TOTAL! FULL LOWER 
LEVEL USE & DRIVE IN GARAGE DOOR! HIGH TRAFFIC ~ HIGH 
EXPOSURE! WHAT DO YOU HAVE PLANNED?!  $600,000.

OXFORD – 377 Main St! 9 Rm Center Hall Colonial! .59 Acre Corner 
Lot! Charm of Yesteryear! Eat-In Frplcd Granite Kit w/Updated Cab-
inets, Frplcd Din Rm w/ Built-in China Cabinet & Butler Closet! Gra-
cious Foyer! Spacious Frplcd Liv Rm! Breezeway to a Home Office or 
an Unfinished Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm or Craft Rm! Sit on the Front 
Porch and Enjoy Morning Coffee or Evening Tea! Huge 2-Car Garage 
w/Loft-Storage Area! Mature Tree Studded Yard! $339,000.00

GRAFTON – 168 Brigham Hill Rd! 8 Rm Garrison Colonial set on 1.3Acres! 
4 Comfortable Bdrms & 2 Full Bthrms! Freshly Painted, Floors Recently 
Refinished! Spacious Kit w/Lunch Counter! SS Appliances w/Gas Cook-Top! 
Grand Dining Rm for Family Gatherings! 19x26 Living Rm w/Pellet Stove! 
Master Bdrm w/Dble Closets & Hot Tub! Bright & Airy Mudroom out to the 
2 Car Garage! Furnace & Hot Water Tank 5 Years Young! Radon tested at 2.5! 
Newer Roof on Garage & Breezeway! New Well Water Tank Installed! Title V 
in-hand! Property Abuts Grafton Land Trust - Hiking Trails Right Out Your Back 
Door! Convenient to Routes 90, 9 & 20! Immediate Occupancy! $449,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT - 3 Lakeview Rd! Middle Pond – Reid Smith Cove! Ideal Summer or 
Yr Round 6 Rm Ranch! Western Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! Near All the Excitement that “Indian Ranch” 
provides, Dining, Concerts & the Indian Princess! An Arched Bridge to Your Own Private Island, a Great 
Place to Enjoy the Lake from! Open Flr Plan! Being Sold Fully Furnished! Recent Kit w/Quartz Counters, 
Breakfast Bar, SS Appliances, Tile Flr & Recessed Lighting! Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr, 6x14 Lake Facing Picture 
Window & Stone Frplc! 3 Remodeled Bdrms w/Ceiling Fans & Hrdwd Flrs! Master w/Bath & Laundry 
Closet! Screen Porch w/Lake Views! Dock! Carport! Shed! Still Time for this Summer! $579,900.00

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLDSOLDSOLD

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront 
Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rms, 6 Bdrms, 
4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Formal Din Rm w/
Cherry Hrdwds! Lake Facing Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry Hrdwds! Slider to Waterfront 
Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bdrm w/Full Bath, Cherry Hrdwds & Walk-in Closet! 
Frplcd Lower Level Fam Rm! 1st & 2nd Flr Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $949,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Nice! .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds! 
297’ Waterfront! $4 Million Spent, Nothing Spared! 17 Rms! 5 Water View Bdrms, 5.5 Bathrms! Brazilian Cherry Hrdwd Flrs, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator, Ground Flr to Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bthrm w/Steam 
Shower off Exercise Rm! Billiard Rm! Media Rm! Center Isl Granite Kit w/Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Frig, Pantry & Breakfast 
Bar! Open Flr Plan! Din Area, Fam Rm w/Entertainment Center w/Wet Bar! Formal Din Rm, Frplc Liv Rm & Atrium! Library 
w/Deck! Waterfront Master Suite w/Office, Bdrm w/Triple Glass Dr to Private Deck w/Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Bathrm 
w/Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool, Dble Vanity, Separate Commode/Bidet/Sink Area! 16 Z’s of Updated Geothermal Heat/A/C! 
Recessed Lights & Fire Sprinklers Through Out! 3 Car Garage! Generator! Slate Roof! Reward Yourself! $2,499,900.00

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.Century21LakeRealty.com • www.WebsterLake.net  #1 on the Internet

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
LusignanLake ReaLty

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 112 Gore Rd! NORTH POND! Sucker Brook Cove! 
8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch is Ready for You! Southwestern Exposure! 
Gorgeous Sunsets! Unique Waterfront! An Open Floor Plan! Lake Views 
from Nearly All Rooms! 2x6 Construction! Energy Efficient Blinds in 
Every Room! 4 Oil Tanks - Fill Up Once a Year! C/Air! Gas Fireplace! 
Whole House Fan! Meticulously Cared For! Large workshop! 3 Car 
Garage! Carport! 2 Sheds w/Electric! Back Yard is Perfect for Family 
Gatherings! Plenty of Off Street Parking! Summer is Here! $539,900.00

WEBSTER – 9 Lake Parkway! Newly 
Remodeled 6 Rm Cape Conveniently 
Located! 3 Bdrms & 1.5 Baths! New Granite 
Kit w/SS Appliances, Siding, Gutters, 
Windows, Ext Doors, Oil Tank, 1/2 Bath, 
Plumbing, Electrical, Lighting! Oak Hrdwds! 
Recent Steam Boiler & Roof! Enclosed 
Porch! Deck! Garage w/Opener! Private Back 
Yard! $279,900.00

DOUGLAS – 102 SE Main St! Start Packing! Spacious 9 Rm Colonial! 2.23 Acres! 
Center Island Granite Kit w/Soft Close Cabs, SS Appliances! Slider to 24’ Deck! Open 
Floor Plan! Hickory Wood Floors throughout the Kit, Din & Liv Rms, all w/Recessed 
Lighting! 1st Flr Office or Possible 4th Bdrm w/Oak Hrdwd Flr! Full Bath in the Hall! 2nd 
Flr w/Full Dble Vanity Bthrm & 3 Comfortable Bdrms, all w/Beautiful Wood Laminate 
Flrs! Master w/Cathedral Ceiling, Skylight, Ceiling Fan, Bay Window overlooking the 
Back Yard and a Master Bath! Lower Level w/2 Finished Rms, Utility Rm w/Laundry 
and Half Bath! 3.5 Baths Total! Recent C/Air, Heat & Roof! 24x26 2 Car Detached 
Garage! Huge Shed! Nearby Nature Trails & Wallum Lake Beach! $379,900.00

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT
HOLDEN – 315 Holden St! 6 Rm 
Ranch! Meticulously Maintained! 2 
Spacious Bdrms, Full Tiled Bath & 1 
Car Garage! Move In Ready! Granite 
Oak Cabinet Kit w/Tiled Back Splash 
& JennAir Stove! Frplc Liv Rm! Fam 
Rm! Gleaming Hrdwds! Perfect Yard 
w/Major Landscaping this Year! 
New Roof 2019! $344,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Kunkel Ave! SUNNY SHORES! First Time Offered! 8 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bath Colonial! 
Featuring an Applianced Eat-in Cabinet Packed Kitchen! Formal Dining Room! 1st Floor Family Room w/Hardwood 
Floor! 1st Floor Half Bath w/Laundry! Gleaming Hardwood Staircase to the 2nd Floor w/4 Bedrooms! Master w/
Master Bath & Walk-in Closet! Many Recent Updates including Roof, Central Air, Hot Water Heater, Dishwasher 
& Refrigerator! Back Deck Overlooks Large Fenced Yard! 7 Zone Irrigation System! Farmer’s Porch! Shed! 2 
Car Garage w/Openers! This Home has Everything You Need and Then Some! Expandable Basement! Desirable 
Neighborhood w/Webster Lake Beach & Boat Ramp Access Nearby! Convenient to Route 395! $369,900.00  

SOLDSOLD

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

her property were destroyed.
“We have been subjected to 

continued harassment, with 
people driving by and shout-
ing, throwing things onto our 
yard, and swearing. We have 
had this going on every single 
day for the last four years,” 
Powell told the New Leader.

Powell and her family were 
especially saddened by the 
destruction of the COVID-19 
sign and lack of respect for 
victims of the virus. Early on 
in the pandemic, a member of 

Powell’s family was lost to the 
virus, and she uses the sign as 
both a memorial and a remind-
er of the ongoing dangers.

For police and town officials, 
it’s a priority to stop the spate 
of thefts and damage. Three 
more thefts of political signs 
at properties across town were 
reported last week.

“I think it’s unfortunate that 
people would do this – it’s a 
sad commentary,” said Select 
Board Chairman Ralph Hicks. 
“You used to get one or two 
signs stolen here or there, but 
nothing like this, with peo-
ple walking off with six-foot 
signs.”

Moving forward, Powell and 
her family hope that all res-
idents are allowed to live in 
peace – regardless of who they 
support politically.

“This is rural central 
Massachusetts. One would 
think there would be a little 
bit more decorum, but these 
people have been emboldened 
to think they can bully and 
intimidate,” said Powell, who 
has seen hundreds of dollars 
in damages caused by vandals. 
“It’s very sad and disturbing 
that it has come to this. I am 
very scared, but we will stand 
up for our beliefs.”

Powell and her family plan 

to acquire new signs and con-
tinue displaying them at their 
property. State and local police 
warn residents that officers 
will be on the lookout for acts of 
trespassing, theft, and destruc-
tion this election season.

Spencer Police Chief David 
Darrin said he isn’t surprised 
by the increase in stolen and 
vandalized political signs this 
year. With the vitriol and divi-
siveness playing out national-
ly, area police departments are 
prepared for a spillover to the 
local levels.

“Political signs are to be 
treated like any other property, 
so damaging or stealing signs 

can result in vandalism and 
or theft charges,” read a state-
ment from the Spencer Police 
Department. “You may not 
agree with your neighbor. You 
may not agree with another 
person’s signs that they place 
in their yards with their polit-
ical views. Everyone, however, 
is entitled to their own political 
view, so just respect that even 
if you disagree with it.”

Residents are asked to keep 
careful watch of their neigh-
borhoods this month. If you see 
suspicious or criminal activ-
ity, call the Spencer Police at 
508-885-6333.

VANDALS
continued from page A1



    •   SPENCER NEW LEADER   17 Friday, October 9, 2020

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Please call for all your Real Estate needs

~ www.lisacaron.com ~

Lisa Caron, 
full-time  
Broker  

Associate
GRI, ABR, LMC, 

CDPE, SRS,  
SRES, PSA

Call: 508-341-8299
Private Office located at:

Dave’s Appliance
42 West Main Street

Brookfield, MA
Hours: M-Th 9-6, Fri 9-5

and by appointmentDorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

My properties are selling! 

Yours could be NEXT  

if you list with me! Call me and 

let’s put SOLD on your listing!

Buy with Confidence. Sell with Success.
 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Chauvin Excavating LLC
Quality work since 1986

82 Dresser Hill Road, Charlton, MA 01507
Ph: 508-248-5772 • Cell: 508-922-0041
Email:bernie@ chauvinexcavating.net
TITLE FIVE INSPECTION  SERVICES 

Septics Installed &  Repaired. 
Full Service Site  Contractor 

Water & Sewer Lines Installed & Repaired  
New Home Site Work  

License & Insured 

Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$155,418,380 SOLD

Real Estate Estate Auction Sale
19 Grant Street Spencer • October 31st – 10am

7 rms, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths, nice yard
Estate of long-time Spencer Educator Mary Madden

Opening bid $160,000

Open house & auction terms at:
soauctions.com 508-479-7716

Simond & Oakes Auctioneers & Appraisers LLC
Lic # 2620

House Auction 
In Spencer

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669   774-230-5044
joannszymczack@gmail.com

Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Advantage 1

25 Union Street, Worcester MA 01604

Housing Options For Seniors
•  A team of designated SRES Agents
•  Learn about 55+ Communities,  
 Condo Living, Apartment Rentals. 
•  Learn about preparing your house to make  
 your move.

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

SZYMCZK SELLS

WEBSTER AVAILABLE SOON

Dudley: 22 Units for 55+ Community, Town water and 
sewer available, Developers: high demand for this type 
of housing. Call for details
61 Airport Rd - $699,900

Webster: Beacon Park, 5 
rooms, 2.5 baths, fireplace, 
garage. 

NOW is a great time to sell! 
Call for a free Market Anal-
ysis

203 Beacon Park Unit 
C - $268,500

2 family, 3 bedrooms 
each unit, 2 car garage, 
1/2 acre lot with water & 
sewer. Subdivide and ob-
tain a buildable lot suita-
ble for a single family or 
two units.

LAND 
DEVELOPMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

ASSISTED SALE
Dudley: In-ground Pool, Country Kitchen, Ga-
rage, Private location yet convenient to stores.
 11A  Paglione Dr -$253,500

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood

Debunking some 
myths about radon

Radon is a naturally occurring gas 
that forms when certain radioactive 
metals break down in rocks, soil and 
groundwater. Though radon is natural-
ly occurring, when people are exposed 
to it at levels deemed to be excessive, 
the consequences can be dire. In fact, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention notes that radon is the sec-
ond leading cause of lung cancer in the 
United States.

Many people first learn of radon 
when buying a home. Home inspec-
tors may ask prospective homeown-
ers if they want radon tests conducted 
on a home they’ve made an offer on, 
leaving some to wonder what radon 
is and how, if it’s naturally occurring, 
it can pose such a potentially signifi-
cant threat? That unfamiliarity may 
lead some prospective home buyers to 
begin researching radon, which unfor-
tunately is not always so easy. That’s 
because there exists a host of misinfor-
mation about radon, so much so that 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
feels it necessary to debunk a host of 

myths regarding radon.
Myth: Scientists are not sure radon 

is a legitimate problem.
Reality: All major health organi-

zations, including the CDC and the 
American Medical Association, agree 
that radon causes thousands of prevent-
able lung cancer deaths every year. 

Myth: Radon only affects certain 
types of homes.

Reality: No home is immune to exces-
sive radon levels. The way a home is 
constructed may affect its radon levels, 
but even homes constructed in ways 
to prevent radon levels from becoming 
excessive are not immune to high levels 
of radon. 

Myth: My neighbor’s home has low 
radon levels so mine must as well.

Reality: Radon levels vary from home 
to home. A neighboring home that is 
mere feet away from your own may 
have low radon levels, but that does not 
mean the homes surrounding it do as 
well. The EPA notes that testing is the 
only way to determine if a home has a 
radon problem.

Myth: Homes with radon problems 
cannot be fixed.

Reality: House hunters can breathe 
a sigh of relief if a home they like has 
been determined to have high levels of 
radon. The EPA notes that radon issues 
cannot just be addressed, but addressed 
in a way that should not bust homeown-
ers’ budgets. Prospective home buyers 
might even be able to negotiate radon 
remediation into the terms of their buy-
ing agreements.

Myth: Radon is geographically-spe-

cific. 
Reality: High levels of radon have 

been discovered in every state of the 
United States, a country so geographi-
cally diverse that it’s reasonable to con-
clude that no place on Earth is immune 
to radon. 

Radon can be deadly, but thankfully 
it’s often easily fixed and should not 
necessarily deter home buyers from 
making an offer on homes they like. 

The Real Estate Section
FIND THE HOMES OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD



18 	 SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, October 9, 2020

Trailer  
For Sale 

with enclosed porch 
located at Indian Ranch, 

Webster, site G13.  
Completely furnished. 

 All appliances included 
and extras. Refrigerator,  
over/under wash/dry, 

A/C, Heat. View at 
 www.indianranch.com.

Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4576.

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

LET US KNOW!!! 
Please call us so that we 

can take your ad 
out of the paper... 

Town-To-Town 
Classifieds 

508-909-4111

Did you find 
your pet?

 Or find a home 
for one

Free construction wood 
and kindling wood;  
beams, plywood,
2x4s, 2x6s, 2x8s,  

good for woodstoves,  
not for building.

Clean. Delivery possible. 
Ask for J.D. 

413-262-5082

FREE ITEMS
Large Picture Frame,

Portable Air  
Conditioning Unit-
plus much more

Please call 
508-340-6701

 for information

ITEM FOR SALE:
Antique Dark Wood 
 5 Drawer Bureau  

size 34” L, 19” W x 48” H
 $95.00

Pictures of items available 
by email at:

rec142142@gmail.com

508-434-0630

442 LICENSED DAY CARE

The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Office of 

Child Care Services  
requires that all ads 

placed in the newspaper 
for child care (daycare) in 
your home include your 

license number

010 FOR SALE
EXC.SOLID 68” L SHAPED
OAK DESK LHF return 48” 
Power center with hutch lights 
& 2 glass doors & Bk case. 
Original price $2200. now in like 
new condition $1595. 5 drawers 
& 2 file drawers with key lock. 
Pictures available on facebook. 
Click on messenger then. 
Paulette 508-765-1231

010 FOR SALE

FOR SALE
LINCOLN 
WELDER
Gas portable, 
electric start

150 amps. 110-220.
$300

CALL: 508-248-7063

010 FOR SALE

FOR SALE
LINCOLN 
WELDER

Tombstone Style,  
Plug-in

250 amps. 
$250

CALL: 508-248-7063

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to 
your specs.  

Delivered to your home.
12”-14” $300 per cord. 

16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

2008 TRAILER
FOR SALE

load rite 2 place 
 ATV Trailer. New tires. 

Asking $1,000  
or best offer.
CONTACT  

508-248-3707
and leave a message.

ARTICLES 
FOR SALE

Nordic Track Exerciser-$300
Epson Photo Printer 

CD/DVD with program $650
Car or Truck Sunroof $100
Roll-up School Map $50
Many Chairs $25 each.
Electric Fireplace $140

2 Antique Printing Presses 
Manufacturing 1885-

$1500 each.
Call: 508-764-4458

FOR SALE
Small Vending Company in 

Worcester Area
Turn-key business

774-813-9918

GARAGE SALE 
Every Saturday 9 - 2 

through October 31. 
New items added weekly.

4 Henry Road
 Webster, MA

Garage 

Sale

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT
BROOKFIELD

1 BR, 2ND Floor
Off street parking
Available NOW

Electric or 
 Gas Heat
$580/mo

Has all appliances
No Dogs

Call Dave
413-262-5082

SOUTHBRIDGE 
5 room apartment 1st floor 

wash dryer stove dish 
washer included  

gas and gas heat tenant  
are responsible for. 

No pets. Non smokers. 
$800/month 

First and last required. 
508-764-6425

North Brookfield 
FOR SALE

Gray/Blue Lift Chair 
w/ heat and massage. 
NEW. Tags still on. 

Paid $500+. 
Selling for $275. 

Please call 
860-395-9331

INSTALLERS NEEDED
IMPERIAL WORLDWIDE 

IS HIRING
Gutter, Insulation and 

Shelving Installers
Please Apply in person 

Mon-Fri
708 Grafton Street 

Shrewsbury MA
508-791-2200

HOUSE CLEANER
needed 2 days a week 
in Spencer can come  

anytime any day. 

Call/text Norman
 774-641-7186

Or email 
2013nlg@gmail.com

Handyman needed for  
Yard Maintenance,  

Carpentry, 
& Painting.

YARD 
SALE

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 10TH  

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
31 RAWSON ROAD

WEBSTER

Rain or shine! Masks please.

Maintenance Mechanic
Swissturn/USA is an ISO 9001:2015 registered, employee-owned (ESOP), contract 

manufacturer of precision components serving customers in the medical device, connector, laser, 
industrial hardware, defense, and many other industries. We are passionate about the success of 
our customers, our employees, and our company. We thrive by helping our customers be suc-
cessful and by driving innovation throughout our management and manufacturing systems.  

Swissturn/USA is recognized for and trusted to deliver value to our customers and inspire 
pride in our employees.  We make it exceptionally easy for our customers to do business with 
us. Our continual investment in technologically advanced CNC Swiss Screw Machines, support 
equipment, information technology, and training provide a sustained competitive advantage.  

We offer a comprehensive and competitive compensation package along with a very generous 
benefits program. As an employee-owned company, our employee-owners are expected to be 
contributors to the bottom line and then are compensated for those efforts through our ESOP, 
401k match, profit sharing plan, and bonus plan.

Our modern air-conditioned facility, in combination with our team of dedicated employ-
ee-owners, along with a dynamic and fun culture make working at Swissturn and its J I Morris 
Miniature Fastener Division a rewarding career choice.

Position Summary
The Maintenance Mechanic is responsible for performing machine repairs, troubleshooting, 

machine setup, preventative maintenance, and general maintenance of mechanical systems.     
The position will also assist in keeping a well-maintained facility which includes repairs and 
maintenance related to the company property.

Minimum Skills and Qualifications
High School Diploma or equivalent combination of education and experience preferred
Minimum of 2 years’ experience in a manufacturing environment
Demonstrated experience with troubleshooting and repairing CNC equipment

To apply please forward a resume to jobs@Swissturn.com or drop by for an application.
Swissturn/USA 

21 Dana Road, Oxford, MA 01540

Swissturn/USA, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity Employer

www.StonebridgePress.com

Unexpected twists and turns
Life is rarely as we plan it. What we 

expect often turns out differently and 
we are reluctantly forced to adjust 
accordingly. Riding the waves of life 
is what we make of it. It can be waves 
of frustration or we can allow those 
same waves to take us on a fascinating 
journey.

I didn’t plan on spending the last few 
days in the hospital, yet here I am. So, 
I’m writing this column on my phone 
rather than my laptop. I’m doing so, 
the old-fashioned way, without the 
use of my usual editing program. I’m 
horrified how this may be received by 
your newspaper but hopefully we can 
take it all in stride.

If you are a regular reader of my 
column, you know I’m fighting Stage 4 
Stomach Cancer. It’s not what I expect-
ed. This isn’t what I planned. Lying in 
this hospital bed using one finger to 
type my column on a phone certainly 
isn’t what I anticipated happening ... 
but it did.

So, what do you do when life unex-
pectedly changes your plans? You 
can react to the problem or you can 

respond. You can react 
with anger, sadness, frus-
tration, or depression, 
or you can respond with 
courage to overcome the 
adversity. You can use 
your intuition to guide 
you. You can harness 
thoughtful and logical 
creativity and act to overcome the 
unexpected obstacle.

I’ve written about this before. There 
is a difference between reacting and 
responding. Reacting is usually a 
knee-jerk reaction that usually com-
pounds the problem and makes it 
worse. Always try not to react.

Responding is different. When we 
respond, it’s usually with calmness 
and courage to face the situation. Face 
the issue and always respond.

It also makes a difference in how 
we label things. We can call them 
problems or situations. Problems are 
nasty, headache causing circumstanc-
es that usually cause a reaction. A 
situation insinuates a circumstance 
that you can resolve. Label all your 

obstacle and unexpired 
circumstance as situations 
and not problems.

So, I’m choosing tonight 
to respond to the situation 
of being in the hospital 
rather than reacting to a 
problem that’s out of my 
control. I can make this a 

problem or situation. I choose it to be 
the latter. either one true. This news-
paper may fire me over this problem 
if I can’t resolve it. I instead choose 
to overcome this situation with cour-
age, careful thought and logic and not 
disappoint the newspaper that relays 
on me.

Think about interchanging these 
words ... react vs respond and prob-
lem vs situation. We can look at the 
same event and react to a problem or 
respond to a situation. How we label it 
determines what we think l, and what 
we think determines how we view the 
obstacle. And again, how we view it 
determines if we react or respond.

I’ll admit. The fact I’m being con-
tained in a hospital without my com-

puter caused me to momentarily react 
and become frustrated, but I took a 
breath and said out loud, this is a sit-
uation to be solved and not a problem. 
Once I thought about my options, my 
phone was it, and I resolved my situa-
tion and began typing.

As I began this column saying, life 
is never perfect. There will always be 
unexpected events that change destroy 
our carefully laid plans. The only 
choice you have in those moments is 
to label it as a situation rather than 
a problem and respond rather than 
react.

I always choose to respond.
Will you join me?
P.S.: I’m going to be fine. I had a 

bowel obstruction which is resolving 
itself. I hope to be released today. 

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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LANDSCAPING STONE
• Greige • Brown • Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone

• Title V Sand • Presby Sand
• Brick Sand • Sandbox Sand  

• Pool Liner Sand
• Concrete Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Cold Patch • Crushed Asphalt

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Where Everyone Goes  
For Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

DELUXE 
DISHWASHER

Reg. $39900

 
$39999

LG FRONT LOAD 
WASHER
Reg. $89900

 
$64999

COLUMBUS DAY SALE! HUNDREDS OF DEALS! 
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT!

MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK THAN ANY OTHER STORE!

MAYTAG TOP 
WASHER
Reg. $69900

 
$64999

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

For further information call Randall at  
(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net 

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Share the Adventure with us soon! 

May 28-June 4, 2021 
7-night Bermuda Cruise  

from $1399

March 20-30, 2022

10-night Caribbean Cruise  
from $1599

May 27-June 3, 2022 
7-night Bermuda Cruise 

from $1499

Bermuda Shorts Are In 

Pink-sand beaches. Turquoise waters. 
Tangerine sunsets. 

Book Early for Best Cabins
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Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566

508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week

11am-7pm
~ ENTRANCE IN BACK~

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Sandwiches • Salads • Entrees  • Baked Goods • Desserts 
And much more!

FOOTBALL 
SEASON  
IS BACK!

Come check out our Game Time Grab ‘N’ Go Fan Favorites!

Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, 
Crooked Creek Farm sells 

local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages you can order by Email or by Phone. 
CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308

www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

508-347-9017

OPEN THRU
COLUMBUS DAY
OCT. 12, 2020

Matthew Moreno, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology

CALL TODAY
for a comprehensive hearing evaluation,  

hearing loss rehabilitation,  
education and counseling. 

No Risk, No Obligation, Call 508-829-5566
HoldenHearingAid.com   email: DrMoreno@HoldenHearingAid.com

695 Main St., Holden, MA 01520
Hours: Monday - Friday 9am-4:30pm

Our goal is to improve the lives of people 
with hearing loss through better hearing  

and quality hearing care services. 

TYPES OF HEARING AIDS

~ OUR SERVICES ~
•  Cerumen (Wax) Removal
•  Diagnostic Audiologic  
 Evaluation
•  Earmolds & Ear Plugs

•  Hearing Protection
•  Live Speech Mapping &  
 Real Ear Measurement
• Musician Ear Plugs & Monitors

• Tinnitus Treatment Options
• Hearing Aid Dispensing & Fitting
• Hearing Aid Evaluation & Selection
• Hearing Aid Repair
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