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LEICESTER – If you’re 
looking for opportunities 
to help the community 
during this challenging 
time, the town’s food pan-
try is the perfect place to 
start.

Leicester Food Pantry 
director Cheryl Cooney 
is seeking volunteers to 
assist with several oper-
ations.  Many of the food 
pantry’s longtime volun-

teers are over the age of 
60, putting them at higher 
risk for COVID-19. With 
that in mind, the town is 
calling on younger vol-
unteers who are able to 
give back. 

“This would be an 
excellent opportunity for 
younger members of our 
community to step up 
and assist with helping 
alleviate food insecurity 
in town,” read a state-
ment released by town 
officials.  

Cooney and her staff 
were especially busy in 
recent weeks. As resi-
dents continue to be fur-
loughed or permanently 
separated from work, an 
increased strain has been 
placed on the food pantry 
and its volunteers.

“It’s a busy time for 
the food pantry, especial-
ly with Easter coming 
up,” Cooney said. “We 
are currently providing 
drive-up services in the 
parking lot.”

As part of the drive-
up process, vehicles line 
up and are registered 
before entering a queue. 
Drivers can then make 
two stops in the parking 
lot, one for frozen meats 
and shelf-stable products; 
the second stop is for pro-
duce and dairy.

“It’s going quite well 
– people have been 
patient,” Cooney said of 
the process. “I’m not sure 
what will happen if our 
numbers keep increas-
ing, but we’ll do our best.”

Volunteers are wel-
come throughout the 
week for an array of 
tasks, including packing 
boxes with shelf-stable 
food; unloading trucks; 
assisting with the park-
ing lot setup; and sorting 
produce and senior hous-
ing deliveries.

Of course, social dis-
tancing remains a pri-
ority throughout each 
process. Cooney and her 
team have gone to great 
lengths to ensure proper 
distancing.

“If too many volun-
teers just show up at any 
specific time slot to safely 
distance, a sign-up sheet 
is available for future 
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A mortgage broker like Ron has more options to see what is best for you!

Face-To-Face Mortgage Co.
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Mortgage Rates are Super Low 
         CALL ME!!
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Great Time To Buy Or Refinance!

Calendar
of events 
suspended

With many local 
groups and organiza-
tions wisely cancel-
ing planned events 
due to the ongoing 
coronavirus out-
break, we have tem-
porarily suspended 
publication of our 
weekly calendar of 
events. Once the cur-
rent situation settles 
down, we will return 
to being your go-to 
source for the area’s 
most comprehensive 
listing of local events 
and activities.

A Note to Readers
This week’s edition of the paper might seem a bit smaller than you are accustomed to, but rest assured, this is only temporary.  Due to 

the unique circumstances we are all living under at the present time, local sporting events and community activities have wisely been 
canceled as we all try to stay closer to home and practice social distancing.

As we ride out this temporary interruption of life as usual together, we urge you to continue supporting the local businesses that 
advertise in your newspaper. They have always been here for you through good times and bad, and now, more than ever, they need you 
to be there for them in any way you can. 

Amid this temporary absence of local events and municipal meetings, we are also looking to celebrate the many quiet heroes in our 
communities who have gone above and beyond to make this situation easier for those most affected by it. Let us know if there is some-
one in your community who you think should be recognized by e-mailing news@stonebridgepress.news.

Above all, know that we have been your trusted source for local news for generations, and we plan to be here for you to generations 
to come, in print and online at www.stonebridgepress.com.
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LEICESTER – Sixth 

graders at Leicester 
Middle School are excit-
ed to compete in the 
National History Day 
program for the first 
time. 

Due to the temporary 
closure of all schools 
statewide, about 30 stu-
dents from LMS will com-
pete in the virtual state 
competition of National 
History Day.  The stu-
dents were selected 
during a history fair held 
at the school on Feb. 7.

National History Day is 
a program that provides 
students from grades 6-12 
with the opportunity to 
create research projects 
based on a yearly theme. 
This year’s theme was 
“breaking barriers in 
history.”  

Students were given 
five types of presenta-
tions they could choose to 
create, including papers, 
exhibits, documentaries, 
websites, or performanc-
es.  

“The students worked 
on these projects for a 
few days a week from 
September through 
mid-January,” read a 
statement released by 
LMS project leaders. 
“During that time, they 
learned to find and eval-
uate different types of 
primary and second-
ary sources. The school 
librarian was particular-
ly helpful in providing 
both books and online 
research tools for the 
Leicester students.” 

Once the projects were 

completed, students were 
given the opportunity to 
present their finished 
products to judges who 
selected groups to move 
on to the state and nation-
al history fairs put on by 
National History Day.  

“The students were 
excited to present their 
projects to about 25 judg-
es,” project leaders wrote. 
“We were especially 
thankful to Ms. Mason for 
gathering about 15 of her 
history students to work 
as judges.  We also had 
help judging from a few 
retired Leicester teach-
ers and a few education 
students from Worcester 
State University.”

The judges selected the 
top two projects in each 
category to move on to 

New COVID-19 
cases confirmed 

in Spencer
SPENCER – Coronavirus cases continue to rise 

in town, with three more confirmed positive cases 
announced last week.

As of March 31, the town had five confirmed cases. 
At the request of the Board of Selectmen, a weekly 
reverse-911 call will be issued every Thursday to keep 
the public apprised of weekly COVID-19 statistics. 

Residents may also call the Town Administrator’s 
office at 508-885- 7500 (Extension 155) with questions 
and concerns.

Five positive 
COVID-19 

cases reported 
in Leicester

LEICESTER – As of April 3, the town had five resi-
dents who tested positive for the coronavirus, accord-
ing to the Central Massachusetts Regional Public 
Health Alliance (CMRPHA).  

Public health nurses are working closely with the 
patients and will notify others who may have been 
in contact with them. The CMRPHA will continue to 
work with the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health to ensure that any affected residents are prop-
erly monitored, quarantined, and isolated as each case 
dictates.  

The CMRPHA maintains a COVID-19 information 
line for residents to call at 508-799-1019. The organiza-
tion can also be reached at Health@worcesterma.gov.

Courtesy

RE-CREATING A MASTERPIECE
With local schools closed, staff members from Leicester Middle School have been having 
some fun, and pointing their students toward great works of art, by re-creating paintings 
on display at the Worcester Art Museum. 

Courtesy

Leicester Middle School students took part in a history fair held earlier this year.

Leicester students take part in National History Day competition

Leicester Food Pantry seeks volunteers

Turn To VOLUNTEERS page  A7

Turn To HISTORY DAY page  A7
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WASHINGTON – Following 
President Trump’s signing of the his-
toric Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act, SBA 
Administrator Jovita Carranza and 
Treasury Secretary Steven T. Mnuchin 

today announced that the SBA and 
Treasury Department have initiated a 
robust mobilization effort of banks and 
other lending institutions to provide 
small businesses with the capital they 
need. 

The CARES Act establishes a new $349 
billion Paycheck Protection Program. 
The Program will provide much-needed 
relief to millions of small businesses so 
they can sustain their businesses and 
keep their workers employed. 

“This legislation provides small 
business job retention loans to provide 
eight weeks of payroll and certain over-
head to keep workers employed,” said 
Secretary Mnuchin. “Treasury and the 
Small Business Administration expect 
to have this program up and running 
by April 3rd so that businesses can go 
to a participating SBA 7(a) lender, bank, 
or credit union, apply for a loan, and be 
approved on the same day.   The loans 

will be forgiven as long as the funds are 
used to keep employees on the payroll 
and for certain other expenses.”

“This unprecedented public-private 
partnership is going to assist small 
businesses with accessing capital 
quickly. Our goal is to position lenders 
as the single point-of-contact for small 
businesses – the application, loan pro-
cessing, and disbursement of funds will 
all be administered at the community 
level,” said Administrator Carranza. 
“Speed is the operative word; appli-
cations for the emergency capital can 
begin as early as this week, with lend-
ers using their own systems and pro-
cesses to make these loans. We remain 
committed to supporting our nation’s 
more than 30 million small businesses 
and their employees, so that they can 
continue to be the fuel for our nation’s 
economic engine.” 

The new loan program will help small 
businesses with their payroll and other 
business operating expenses. It will pro-
vide critical capital to businesses with-
out collateral requirements, personal 
guarantees, or SBA fees – all with a 
100% guarantee from SBA. All loan pay-
ments will be deferred for six months. 
Most importantly, the SBA will forgive 
the portion of the loan proceeds that are 
used to cover the first eight weeks of 
payroll costs, rent, utilities, and mort-
gage interest.

The Paycheck Protection Program is 
specifically designed to help small busi-
nesses keep their workforce employed. 
Visit SBA.gov/Coronavirus for more 
information on the Paycheck Protection 
Program.

• The new loan program will be avail-
able retroactive from Feb. 15, 2020, so 
employers can rehire their recently 
laid-off employees through June 30, 
2020.

LOAN TERMS & CONDITIONS
• Eligible businesses: All businesses, 

including non-profits, Veterans orga-
nizations, Tribal concerns, sole propri-
etorships, self-employed individuals, 
and independent contractors, with 500 
or fewer employees, or no greater than 
the number of employees set by the 
SBA as the size standard for certain 
industries

• Maximum loan amount up to $10 
million

• Loan forgiveness if proceeds used 
for payroll costs and other designated 
business operating expenses in the 8 
weeks following the date of loan origi-
nation (due to likely high subscription, 
it is anticipated that not more than 
25% of the forgiven amount may be for 
non-payroll costs)

• All loans under this program will 
have the following identical features:

Interest rate of 1%
Maturity of 2 years
First payment deferred for six months
100% guarantee by SBA
No collateral
No personal guarantees
No borrower or lender fees payable 

to SBA
Visit treasury.gov/cares for more 

information on SBA’s assistance to 
small businesses.

Treasury and SBA Begin Unprecedented 
Public-Private Mobilization Effort 

to Distribute Funds

Moving During This Crisis? 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

CALL US TODAY 
508-868-4291

MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

ANYTHING GOES  - TRASH, DEMO & METAL

DISPOSE 
ALL

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

INCLUDING METAL!  

You got it! We’ll take it!

CALL TODAY! 
774-696-7267

A Division of Brunelle & Sons Landscaping 

Spencer, MA

Dumpsters 
 $255 $275 $299
 8 yd.  12 yd.  15 yd.

Includes first 2000 lbs. 

Cost of dumpster will be estimated 

with a credit for the metal 

 (as long as it’s loaded last) 

BIODEGRADABLE WASTE - no problem!  

Must not be mixed with other items we remove.

Call us first or call us last - 
we’ll get you cleaned up fast!

TOGETHER 

STRONG
Together Strong, we will weather this storm. Stay healthy everyone!

Businesses, STAY CONNECTED with your customers through  
Stonebridge Press Newspapers! 

Thank you to the businesses below for sponsoring this page and the  
information provided. Please contact your Stonebridge Press advertising  

sales rep to advertise on this page next week by Friday 2 pm.

Spencer New Leader 
Charlton Villager 

Auburn New 
JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS 

508-909-4062

Sturbridge Villager
Southbridge News

Webster Times & Blackstone Valley Tribune
MIKAELA VICTOR 

508-909-4126

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled nuRSing CenteR 
47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

Please contact Julie Stapleton at: 
(508) 867-7716 X3226 

or email your resume to 
Jstapleton@qotcma.com

We are a DEFICIENCY-FREE  
community facility in a beautiful small town 

with a family feel. 
We have great benefits • Flexible schedules

New Higher Rates • Education Reimbursement 
Call for Details.

FOR A LIMITED TIME:
We have CNA scholarships  

available to the right applicants.  
Please inquire for further information.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
 FT RN Unit Manager FT 3p-11p Nurse
 FT 11p-7a CNA FT Maintenance position
 FT Speech Therapist   FT 7a-7p nurse

Here at Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Care Center the health and safety of our  
residents, staff and community are very important to us.  

We are doing everything recommended and required by the CDC and  
then some to keep us all safe.  

For our elder community members a few things that you can do at home to keep yourselves safe…
•  Restrict visitors – Visit loves ones through the window, outside while remaining at least  
 6 feet apart or video chat when possible.
•  Call your local senior center or Tri-Valley Elder Services if you need help with services or  
 obtaining groceries/meals.
•  Call your local grocery stores to find elder shopping hours and only shop during  
 that time period.
•  Wash your hands frequently with hot soapy water.  
•  Stay home as much as possible.

We want to thank all of our dedicated staff for taking care of our residents in every department.  
We appreciate you all so very much and are humbled by your dedication.   

#strongertogether
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WEST BROOKFIELD – As springtime 

craft fairs and festivals throughout the 
region continue to be erased from the 
schedule, communities aren’t simply 
losing longtime traditions for a year. 
Many small business owners and craft-
ers rely on sales from events as a signif-
icant source of income.

The Asparagus and Flower Heritage 
Festival, held annually on the Town 
Common on the third Saturday of May, 
was the latest to be canceled during the 
rising coronavirus outbreak. Drawing 
thousands of guests each year, many of 
them seniors, the event was canceled 
early by organizers to ensure the safety 
of all guests and crafters.

Additionally, the town’s Board of 
Health has indefinitely suspended all 
festivals, concerts, and gatherings of 
more than ten people. This will contin-
ue until further notice and may impact 
the summer concert series and other 
events.

“We hope that decisive actions like 
these at our local and national level will 
help to stem the spread of COVID-19,” 
read a letter from Asparagus Festival 
organizers to vendors.

Though crafters and guests were dis-
appointed by the cancellation of the 
Asparagus Festival, they commend 
organizers for making an early deci-
sion. West Brookfield’s Ed Londergan 
and a group of other local authors were 
planning to attend the event to show-
case their books, and they are hoping 

residents will attend next year’s event 
in record-breaking numbers.

“Four authors – myself and three oth-
ers – planned to have an authors’ row 
at the Asparagus Festival, something 
that hadn’t been done in several years,” 
Londergan told the New Leader. “We 
were very much looking forward to it 
and are, of course, disappointed that 
the festival won’t take place. We under-
stand the reason for the cancellation, 
but hoped that we could generate a lot of 
interest in our books. We will be there 
in 2021, though.”

Several other local traditions, includ-
ing the May 12-17 run of the Brimfield 
Antiques Show, have also been called 
off. The July and September legs of the 
show are still on for now, but chang-
es may need to be made if conditions 
worsen.

With uncertainty surrounding the 
return of normal business and com-
munity operations, many local craft-
ers are dreading a potential lost year 
of income. Even if summer and fall 
events are still held, the virus might sig-
nificantly impact attendance and keep 
seniors indoors. It may not be until 2021 
that normal attendances resume, many 
crafters agree.

For now, Gov. Charlie Baker’s clo-
sure of nonessential businesses state-
wide was extended through May 4. This 
means many crafters and small busi-
ness owners will be sitting home and 
creating products over the next month-
plus, with no timeframe for when their 
creations can be sold. 

Residents are encouraged to check 
event social media pages and town 
homepages to see if summer events will 
be held.

Accuracy Watch

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com • 508-885-3385 

To our loyal  
customers and friends…

We are currently closed due to the  
Governor’s advisory.

You are able to purchase gift cards online 
through our website to celebrate upcoming 

special occasions or just because.  Thank 
you for your support! We would like to 
wish you all well and hope you’re doing 

everything you can to stay heathy. Looking 
forward to seeing you all again soon!

 ~ Marc, Jessie, Alex, Kyle, 
and Cormier’s Staff

E.B. Flatts
Breakfast & Lunch Daily • Dinners: Thurs., Fri., Sat

Rte. 9 E. Brookfield 508-867-6643

Order your 
Easter Dinner

Instructions available for heating 
We will be Closed Easter Sunday 

DOUBLE SMOKED HAM 
Jeremy’s own blend of  

spices baked onto a  
delicious already  

baked ham and smoked  
with his hickory blend. 

OVEN ROASTED TURKEY 
Paired with Sarah’s  

wonderful stuffing and corn 
to finish off the menu. 

PRIME RIB 
Cooked to medium rare so 

you can finish it to your liking 

All come with sides, rolls, 
butter and dessert 

Price set for  
a family of 4 adults 

Please order before 2PM in 
order that we can have them 

ready for you.

Pick up no later than 7 PM Saturday Night

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
We will be open for curbside pick up only  

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights from 
4-8pm with a limited menu. 

Please find our menu on our website and on 
Facebook. Payment by credit cards only  

over the phone when you call in your order.

Thank you for your support and we look forward to 
seeing you all again once this crisis is over. 

Stay safe everyone!

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 4/30/20 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 4/30/20  • Alcohol Excluded

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 
7 Days 
a Week

We 
Deliver

267 Webster St., Worcester  508-798-3111
See our Full Menu on Pages R10 & R11 of  

the 2020 Restaurant Guide

Casual 
Waterfront 

Dining 
on 

Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

ENJOY OUR 
DELICIOUS MEALS 

by CURB-SIDE PICKUP or DELIVERY (within a 5 mile radius)
 on Wednesday and Thursday 4-8 and  

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 11-8. We will be closed Monday and Tuesday.

Please visit our website or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 to call ahead. 
Stay safe everyone!

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Please continue to frequent your local  

restaurants byordering take-out or purchasing 
gift cards. Together we will get through this.

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email 
jsima@stonebridgepress.news 

to advertise on this page.

REGION — “As Sheriff of Worcester 
County, and in unanimous agreement 
with my fellow sheriffs, I strongly 
oppose the Emergency Petition call-
ing for the mass release of incarcerat-
ed persons from Massachusetts pris-
ons that is currently pending before 
the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court,” said Worcester County Sheriff 
Lewis Evangelidis last week.  

 
“Filed by the Committee for Public 

Counsel Services and the Massachusetts 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, this petition calls for the imme-
diate mass release of Massachusetts 
prisoners relative to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. If approved, this would lead to a 
mass release of many dangerous crimi-
nals, posing an enormous threat to the 
public health and safety of our com-
munity-at-large. In addition, many will 
be returning to unstable environments.  
Sheriffs always prepare our inmate 
populations for successful release by 
focusing on housing, medical and pro-
gramming needs. It is this step-down 
reentry process, as opposed to mass-re-
lease, that protects the public, victims 
of crimes and the inmates themselves,” 
Evangelidis continued.  

 
“The Sheriffs, along with our District 

Attorneys, local judicial authorities, the 
department of probation and defense 
attorneys are currently reviewing our 
inmate populations to determine if any 
individuals are appropriate for early 
release. Our local authorities are best 
positioned to determine what is in 
the best interest of the public health 
and safety of our community and the 
inmate. These decisions are based on 
the charges, criminal history, age and 
health of the inmate, as well as re-en-
try support networks available.    “Any 
decision by the Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court, which would order the 
mass release of inmates as opposed to 
a case by case review, would not only 
jeopardize the public-at-large but in 
some cases,  inmates themselves,” said 
Evangelidis.

 
The Massachusetts Sheriffs are com-

mitted to serving the communities they 
are sworn to protect. This responsibil-
ity includes the health and well-being 
of their justice-involved populations 
and the dedicated men and women 
on their teams of corrections profes-
sionals.  Every sheriff sees it as their 
duty to ensure that the public safe-
ty and public health needs of all who 
live and work within their facilities 
are fully met.  That responsibility only 
grows during global emergencies, and 
the sheriffs are meeting the COVID-19 
pandemic head-on.  The Massachusetts 
Sheriffs and their staff are working 
tirelessly to safely manage their staff 
and inmate populations and to curb the 
spread of COVID-19 to their county jails 
and houses of correction.  They provide 
an exceptional level of care in their 
facilities, and are prepared for public 
health scenarios such as this.  The sher-
iffs have implemented proactive and 
strategic steps to limit the transmission 
of COVID-19 including:  

    Providing in-service training on 
infectious diseases and emergency pre-
paredness for staff before, during and 
after this crisis.

 
  Deploying enhanced intake screen-

ing protocols to evaluate new arrivals 
for symptoms of COVID-19 and limit 
potential transmission. 

   Providing a high level of medical 
care for all individuals while employ-
ing specific protocols when potential or 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 arise. 
  Engagement with medical experts 

from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health (DPH) 
and the National Commission on 
Correctional Health Care (NCCHC) to 
ensure that their medical practices are 
maximally effective and responsive to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
    Encouraging staff and their jus-

tice-involved populations to follow the 
CDC-recommended practices regarding 
handwashing, social distancing, contin-
uous sanitizing of facilities and general 
transmission prevention. Signage has 
increased throughout the facilities to 
serve as a reminder of these practices.

  Enhancing screening of staff enter-
ing the facility.

  Temporarily suspending in-person 
visits for families and friends while 
enhancing alternative means of com-
munication. This includes a range 
of options such as additional phone 
calls, mail services or, where available, 
increased access to text messaging and 
video conferencing.   

 
   Working with the courts, enhanc-

ing videoconferencing and teleconfer-
encing technology to ensure that an 
inmate’s access to the court is contin-
ued.   

“At the  Worcester County Jail & 
House of Correction, we have one 119 
bed housing unit set aside in response to 
the COVID-19 crisis. All new non-symp-
tomatic admissions to the Worcester 
County Correctional Facility are housed 
in the unit on an Observation Medical 
Watch, and monitored by medical for 
symptoms of COVID-19 for a period 
of fourteen (14) days. As a precaution, 
during the fourteen (14) day quaran-
tine, new inmate movement is limited. 
These inmates are permitted out of the 
cell for a shower and phone use only. In 
addition, a separate housing unit has 
been designated for any inmate exhib-
iting signs or symptoms of COVID 19. 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
has been placed into POD-D for officer 
safety. To allow all inmates to commu-
nicate with their family members, free 
phone calls are available.   As of today, 
there are no confirmed or suspected 
cases of COVID-19 among the inmates 
at the Worcester County Jail & House 
of Correction,” said Sheriff Evangelidis.

Releasing 
local COVID 
numbers will 

encourage social 
distancing

To the Editor:

I couldn’t agree more with Barbara 
Anthony’s “As I See It”  article in the 
Worcester Telegram entitled: “State 
should release coronavirus case counts 
at municipal level.” The topic of whether 
or not to release the number of Covid-19 
cases in Spencer is a topic I have spoken 
on at Board of Selectmen meetings. The 
town administrator and his “cabinet” 
want to follow the state Department of 
Public Health’s recommendation not to 
release these numbers. 

My feeling is, the public should know 
the number so they will be knowledge-
able and follow social distancing. Covid-
19 is highly contagious. The fact is there 
are still people who believe FOX News 
and think this is a hoax or being blown 
out of proportion. Thus, when they are 
out, they act like nothing has changed 
putting the people around them and even 
their own family members at risk should 
they be a carrier or encounter a carrier. 
Bear in mind you can be a carrier and 
show no symptoms. Medical profession-
als unanimously agree these number are 
going to go up before going down. 

Please understand that in releasing the 
number, no personally identifying infor-
mation about the Covid-19 stricken res-
idents would ever be made public. This 
includes their name, address or even the 
part of town they reside in. There is a 
reason we are in the most stringent state 
of emergency in our state’s history.  As 
a result, many people are unemployed, 
and most businesses are closed losing 
money every day. The sooner everybody 
obeys all the rules set out by Gov. Baker, 
the sooner the threat will be over, and 
we return to normalcy. 

Ralph E. Hicks, Ed.D.
Spencer

Evangelidis opposes 
mass release of inmates

West Brookfield Asparagus Festival canceled

A Real Keeper

Photo Reprints Available
Call Stonebridge Press for details  508-764-4325 

or drop us an email at 
photos@stonebridgepress.com
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WORCESTER —  Quinsigamond Community College 

(QCC) was recently awarded a $298,108 National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Grant for a new Robotics Technician 

Certificate program. The program will 
be designed to offer a curriculum that 
supports technical communication, 
teaches problem-solving skills and offers 
a strong integration of industry-recog-
nized certifications. Underrepresented 
QCC student populations that participate 
in QCC’s existing robotics community 
outreach programs will directly benefit 
from the program. Additionally, other 
beneficiaries targeted include 400 pre-col-
lege and undergraduate students, who 
have demonstrated interest in robotics 
technology.

  Robotics education is not a new con-
cept at QCC. It is already a part of the 
College’s manufacturing and mechatron-

ics programs. According to Jacob Longacre, associate profes-
sor of Electronics Engineering Technology at QCC, the new 
Robotics Technician Certificate will be based on input from 
industries within the region, as well as local high schools 
and four-year institution educators. The hope is for the new 
certificate program to act as a conduit between K-12 robotics 
outreach programs.

 “We want to be sensitive to industries’ needs, how things 
are changing, and bring more of that interest and need to the 
program,” “Mr. Longacre said.

 While QCC faculty and staff have already begun reaching 
out to industry leaders, the grant funding will now enable 
QCC to formally begin a comprehensive fact-finding process. 
This summer, QCC will establish a local business and indus-
try leadership team for robotics, to identify and prioritize the 
skills desired by local employers. The goal is to have the pilot 
program tested and in place within three years.

One key component to the program is finding ways in which 
to engage and inspire students in the world of STEM, partic-
ularly those students in middle and high school. For many 
years QCC has been involved with the VEX Robotics pro-

grams. These pro-
grams and compe-
titions target high 
school and middle 
school students, 
in an effort to 
increase interest 
in STEM from an 
early age. 

  “These pro-
grams expand 
students’ inter-
est in STEM and 
connects those 
students who may 
not have these 
types of technolo-
gy opportunities,” 
Mr. Longacre said. 
“We want our cer-
tificate program to 
get these students 
excited and inter-
ested in robotics.”

  “The award-
ing of this NSF 
Grant enables us 
to develop new 
career pathways 
for students,” said 
QCC President Dr. 
Luis Pedraja. “We 
must teach not 
only for today’s 
industry needs, 
but also teach to 
the needs of the 
future. I believe 
this program will 
be a gateway to 
self-sufficiency for 
many students.”

 
For more infor-

mation about 
QCC, contact Josh 
Martin, Director 
of Institutional 
Communications 
at 508-854-7513 
or  jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

new • used • sales • service

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

We would like to thank all the people on the frontline of this war 

against the coronavirus...caregivers, doctors, nurses, hospital, nursing 

home, and doctor’s offices employees, police and fire men and women, 

EMT’s, truck drivers, trash removers, grocery and convenience store 

workers, take-out & delivery restaurant owners/workers, pharmacists 

and drug store employees, post office workers, bank employees, and all 

others putting the community ahead of their own safety. We thank you 

for your commitment to your jobs and to the community, selfless acts of 

kindness, your comfort for the sick and dying, and help to maintain a 

new normal life for the rest of us. We wish you and your families well and 

please know that you are greatly appreciated. 

If you would like to nominate an upcoming Person of the Week, please 

email your suggestion and the reason you’re nominating him or her, or 

a group of people to June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

Leicester

1155 Stafford St, Rochdale, MA 01542 
 (508) 892-7107 

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm • Sat 8-4 • Sun 10-2

Everthing You Need 
        To Get A 

On Spring!
 Jump Start

4-Stage Lawn Program
APPLY EARLY SPRING: 

Step 1: April 15*
Step 2: Memorial Day*

Step 3: July 4*
Step 4: Labor Day*

* Consult Store
   for Best Timing

Agway Fast Acting Lime

• Makes soil  
 less acidic

• Fast Acting

• Helps lawn  
 to green up

5,000 Sq. Ft.
$1299
SKU #10207134

Instant Rebate is Back!

Agway 4-Stage Program
15,000 Sq. Ft.

Save $30
Sale Price  $174.99
Instant Rebate  $30.00

Your 
Low 
Cost

$14499
Agway 4-Stage Program
5,000 Sq. Ft.

Save $20
Sale Price  $74.99
Instant Rebate  $20.00

Your 
Low 
Cost

$5499

Call for Store Hours & Curbside Pick-up

Press.com

WORCESTER —  Bartholomew & 
Company, a leading provider of finan-
cial planning and wealth management 
services in  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
announced that  Thomas J. 
Bartholomew, AIF®  has been named 
to  Barron’s  list of  America’s top 1,200 
Financial Advisors  for  2020.  The list 
is published on barrons.com1.   This is 
the  seventh  consecutive year that Mr. 
Bartholomew has been named to this 
list.

 
According to  Barron’s,  a leading 

financial publication, the ranking 
reflects  America’s best financial advi-
sors, organized by state.2  List mak-
ers  are determined based on data pro-
vided by approximately 4,000 of the 
nation’s most productive advisors.   In 
its ranking,  Barron’s considers assets 
under management, revenue produced 
for the firm, regulatory record, quality 
of practice and philanthropic work.  

 
“I am pleased to have been  named 

to this prestigious list—a recognition 
that, to us, speaks to our firm’s commit-
ment to meeting the financial planning 
and investment needs of each of our 
clients,” said  Mr. Bartholomew.  “I am 
grateful for the trust our clients place 
in us, and we remain committed to pro-
viding the guidance and support they 

need to achieve their unique financial 
goals.” 

 
About Bartholomew & Company 
Bartholomew & Company,  has been 

providing individuals and organiza-
tions with financial guidance since 1994. 
Located at 370 Main Street, Worcester, 
MA, with branch offices in Chatham 

and Bedford, MA,  Bartholomew & 
Company’s  advisors pride themselves 
on  crafting unique strategies for each 
client. For more information, please 
visit  www.bartandco.com.   Securities 
and advisory services offered through 
Commonwealth Financial Network, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered 
Investment Adviser.

 
To compile its annual list,* Barron’s, a 

leading financial publication, uses data 
provided by some of the nation’s most 
productive advisors. Barron’s takes a 
number of criteria into account for 
this state-by-state ranking, including 
assets under management; revenues 
generated by advisors for their firms; 
quality of practices, which includes 
examination of regulatory records; 
and philanthropic work. Overall, 4,000 
advisors were considered, and 1,200 
(30 percent of candidates) were recog-
nized. The list includes both Registered 
Investment Advisers and Investment 
Adviser Representatives; some states 
may include more advisors than others, 
in proportion to state populations.

 
*This award is not indicative of the 

wealth manager’s future performance. 
Your experience may vary. Investment 
performance is not a criterion.

Thomas Bartholomew

Thomas Bartholomew of Bartholomew 
& Company named among 

nations top financial advisors

QCC awarded National Science Foundation grant

SERVE!
CHECK OUT THE 
SPORTS ACTION!
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WEST BROOKFIELD — “Yes, I’ll step 
forward; yes, I’ll lend a hand.” “Yes” 
makes all the difference. 

Karen and Jim Dusty of Warren, mem-
bers of the local congregation of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints which meets in North Brookfield, 
are immersed in a journey of serving 
their neighbors in need from all corners 
of New England. 

Life has interesting twists and turns. 
More than a year ago, the Dustys were 
asked to undertake a huge task: to serve 
a ‘full-time’ mission as the unpaid direc-
tors of the Bishops’ Storehouse of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, located in Worcester and which 
serves all of New England. They said 

“Yes,” and then set about figuring out 
how to reorganize their lives to accom-
modate the demands of the huge task of 
directing the Bishops’ Storehouse while 
also meeting the responsibilities of their 
multiple existing jobs by which they 
sustain the financial needs of daily life. 

“Knowing that we are in the right 
place, at the right time, doing the right 
thing, for the right reason, makes all the 
difference,” said Karen. 

“We love the people we serve. The 
people we serve are in need. The reason 
for their need is irrelevant. All are our 
brothers and sisters and we treat them 
as family. The mission to serve all as 
our brothers and sisters extends beyond 
members of the Church; it is universal,” 

said Karen.
When someone is in need, Church 

member or not, they meet with the 
Church leader (called ‘Bishop’) who has 
responsibility for their geographic area. 
(The Web site ChurchofJesusChrist.org 
will help locate the Church leader in any 
particular area.)

Working together, the Bishop and 
the person in need determine the best 
plan to meet the need, and a Bishops’ 
Storehouse order is prepared. The per-
son in need takes the

order to the Storehouse and it is filled 
with the needed food, household, and 
personal

hygiene supplies. . . plus a smile and 
an appropriately ‘socially distanced’ 
HUG and expression of support.

The Dustys fully understand that 
when providing loving help, often the 
‘loving’ part is more important than 
the ‘tangible’ help of food and supplies. 
“In many ways, the Storehouse’ most 
important role is not the provision of 
food, but rather as a place to find hope--- 
a Spiritual Storehouse”, said Jim. These 
are difficult times but anytime someone 
is in need, perhaps the most courageous 
and difficult act for them to take is the 
step to seek help. Jim and Karen feel 
blessed and humbled to be involved in 
providing that help.

Generally, it takes about 15 volunteers 
to make the Storehouse function. But 
with the current COVID-19 virus issue, 
the need for Storehouse commodities 
and services has greatly increased. In the 
last few weeks, the need has increased so 
greatly that 35 volunteers work at each 
session. Karen noted that there is no 
difficulty in finding  personnel; as soon 
as the need for more volunteers is com-
municated, Church members  say, “Yes, 
I’ll be there.”

The Storehouse, located in Worcester, 
is not the only place that requires the 
presence of personnel. Frequently, a 
Bishops’ Storehouse refrigerated truck 
with a 26,000 pound (13 ton) capacity is 
packed with commodities in bulk and 
delivers the supplies for distribution to 
satellite locations in diverse corners of 
New England from Boston to Pittsfield 
and Southern Connecticut to Maine. 
Volunteers are awaiting at the satellite

destinations to help unload and dis-
tribute the needed supplies. Distances 
are smaller in New England than else-
where in the nation but the use of satel-
lite locations brings the help to those in 
need but for whom travel to Worcester 
would not be practicable.

In ordinary times, one fully loaded 
45 foot,18 wheeler truck arrives month-
ly from the regional warehouse in 
Indianapolis. But in the recent weeks, 
the need has escalated greatly due to the 
pandemic; indeed a five-month supply of 
commodities has been distributed in one 

week. So, to meet the increased need, 
weekly trucks are arriving with

84,000 pounds (about 42 tons) to replen-
ish the Bishops’ Storehouse, which, at 
50,000

square feet, is the smallest among the 
163 Storehouses in the nation.

Fulfilling the need is a multi-step pro-
cess. Once a month, members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints are asked to fast for two meals 
and donate the amount they would have 
spent on the two meals as their ‘Fast 
Offering.’ Fast Offerings are then used 
to build the Storehouses, purchase those 
commodities not able to be made or pro-
duced by Church owned farms and fac-
tories, and to pay the professional truck 
drivers who distribute the goods to the 
various Storehouses across the nation. 
The vast majority of those who work on 
the farms, dehydrate and pack the food, 
and so forth, are volunteers who, like the 
Dustys have said, “Yes, I’ll step forward; 
yes, I’ll lend a hand.”

So, in practice, the Fast Offerings go 
very far. The Fast Offerings and the 
efforts of the volunteers reflect a commit-
ment to serving worldwide neighbors in 
need and, perhaps equally important, 
they demonstrate a sense of love for all 
brothers and sisters.

The Storehouse has two sections. The 
primary part is for the fulfilling of the 
needs of those possessing order forms 
from the Bishop for their geographic 
area. The other section serves as a Home 
Storage Center where anyone may pur-
chase #10 cans of such items as dried 
apples, potato flakes, flour, sugar, beans, 
and so forth, most of which have a 30 
year shelf life. These items are univer-
sally grown on Church owned farms, 
prepared by volunteers and sold at cost 
to those who want to increase their

preparedness for the vicissitudes of 
life. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the sales from the Home Storage Center 
averaged $300 every two weeks. In the 
last two weeks, the sales have amounted 
to about $16,000.

In addition to providing food and com-
modities to those in need and providing 
products to those who are seeking to 
purchase long term food storage items 
for personal preparedness, the Bishops’ 
Storehouse also shares its funding with 
local unrelated agencies such as food 
banks, soup kitchens and other groups 
through grants. There,are 16 Stakes (a 
division within the Church containing 
about 10 individual congregations each) 
within the region served by the Bishops’ 
Storehouse in Worcester. Each Stake’s 
ecclesiastical leader (Stake President) 
may propose funding up to $1000 in 
cash or commodities for an agency that 
serves those in need within that Stake’s 
boundaries.

Days are long and the work is hard. 
But there is a lightness in the step of 
Karen andJim Dusty and all the volun-
teers working with them. The knowing 
smile on their faces shows that there is 
much joy and fulfillment in saying, “Yes, 
I’ll step forward; yes, I’ll lend a hand.”

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER

REGION – Police throughout the area 
are warning residents about scammers 
attempting to take advantage of the 
coronavirus crisis.

Last week, U.S. Attorney Andrew 
Lelling joined police departments state-
wide in warning scammers. Several 
residents across central Massachusetts 
have reported scams related to federal 
stimulus checks, as well as others offer-
ing everything from coronavirus test 
kits to hand sanitizers.

“As our communities take extraordi-
nary measures to confront the corona-
virus outbreak, some may view this as 
an opportunity to prey on the public’s 
fears and anxieties,” Lelling said. “The 
Department of Justice is now focused on 
cybercrime, sale of counterfeit goods, 
treatment scams, and other healthcare 
and investment scams arising from the 
pandemic. My office will  aggressively 
prosecute anyone engaged in this kind 
of activity.”

Officials warn that many scammers 
have targeted the elderly in recent 
weeks, hoping to take advantage of 
their fears during the pandemic. The 
FBI is now leading extensive investiga-
tions statewide.

“With the outbreak of COVID-19, 
scammers have found a platform that 
preys on people’s fears and could make 
them more likely to be victimized,” said 
Joseph Bonavolonta, a special agent 
with the FBI Boston division. “We want 
you to avoid falling prey to these scams 
and help us stop them by reporting it 
at ic3.gov.”

Massachusetts residents who believe 
they have been victimized by fraud or 
other criminal activity related to the 
pandemic should contact the United 
States Attorney’s Office at USAMA.vic-
timassistance@usdoj.gov, or call 1-888-
221-6023 and leave a message. 

Meanwhile, the Federal Trade 
Commission recommends the following 
tips to avoid scams related to the coro-
navirus:

Hang up on robocalls. Don’t press 
any numbers. Scammers are using ille-
gal robocalls  to pitch everything from 
fake coronavirus treatments to work-
at-home schemes. The recording might 
advise residents to press a number that 
will let them speak to a live operator 
or remove them from call lists, but this 
might lead to more robocalls.

Ignore online offers for vaccinations 
and home test kits. Scammers are try-
ing to get you to buy products that 
aren’t proven to treat or prevent the 
coronavirus. At this time, there are no 
FDA-authorized home test kits for the 
coronavirus. 

Fact-check information. Scammers, 

and sometimes well-meaning people, 
share information that hasn’t been ver-
ified. Before you pass on any messages, 
contact trusted sources. Visit  websites 
run by federal, state, and local govern-
ment agencies.

Know who you’re buying from. Online 
sellers may falsely claim to have in-de-
mand products like cleaning, house-
hold, and health and medical supplies.

Don’t respond to texts and emails 
bout checks from the government.

Don’t click on links from sources you 
don’t know. They could download virus-
es onto your computer or device.

Be wary of emails claiming to be from 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), or experts saying 
they have information about the virus. 
For the most up-to-date information 
about the coronavirus, visit websites 
for the  Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention  and the  World Health 
Organization.

Do your homework when it comes 
to donations, whether through  chari-
ties  or crowdfunding sites. Don’t let 
anyone rush you into making a dona-
tion.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist
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Stepping forward; meeting the needs of others

Courtesy

Karen and Jim Dusty of Warren, members of the local congregation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints which meets in North Brookfield, are immersed in a journey of 
serving their neighbors in need from all corners of New England.

Local police warn of COVID-related scams
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W O R C E S T E R 

—  Quinsigamond 
Community College 
(QCC) was recent-
ly awarded a $298,108 
National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Grant 
for a new Robotics 
Technician Certificate 
program. The program 
will be designed to offer 
a curriculum that sup-
ports technical com-
munication, teaches 
problem-solving skills 
and offers a strong inte-
gration of industry-rec-
ognized certifications. 
Underrepresented QCC 
student populations that 
participate in QCC’s 
existing robotics com-
munity outreach pro-
grams will directly ben-
efit from the program. 
Additionally, other bene-
ficiaries targeted include 
400 pre-college and 
undergraduate students, 
who have demonstrated 
interest in robotics tech-
nology.

 
Robotics education 

is not a new concept at 
QCC. It is already a part 
of the College’s manufac-
turing and mechatronics 

programs. According 
to Jacob Longacre, 
associate professor of 
Electronics Engineering 
Technology at QCC, the 
new Robotics Technician 
Certificate will be based 
on input from industries 
within the region, as well 
as local high schools and 
four-year institution edu-
cators. The hope is for 
the new certificate pro-
gram to act as a conduit 
between K-12 robotics 
outreach programs.

 
“We want to be sensi-

tive to industries’ needs, 
how things are chang-
ing, and bring more of 
that interest and need 
to the program,” “Mr. 
Longacre said.

 
While QCC faculty and 

staff have already begun 
reaching out to industry 
leaders, the grant fund-
ing will now enable QCC 
to formally begin a com-
prehensive fact-finding 
process. This summer, 
QCC will establish a local 
business and industry 
leadership team for robot-
ics, to identify and pri-
oritize the skills desired 
by local employers. The 

goal is to 
have the 
pilot pro-
gram tested 
and in place 
w i t h i n 
three years.

 
One key 

component 
to the pro-
gram is 

finding ways in which 
to engage and inspire 
students in the world 
of STEM, particularly 
those students in mid-
dle and high school. For 
many years QCC has 
been involved with the 
VEX Robotics programs. 
These programs and 
competitions target high 
school and middle school 
students, in an effort 
to increase interest in 
STEM from an early age. 

 
“These programs 

expand students’ interest 
in STEM and connects 
those students who may 
not have these types of 
technology opportuni-
ties,” Mr. Longacre said. 
“We want our certificate 
program to get these stu-
dents excited and inter-
ested in robotics.”

 
“The awarding of this 

NSF Grant enables us 
to develop new career 
pathways for students,” 
said QCC President Dr. 
Luis Pedraja. “We must 
teach not only for today’s 
industry needs, but also 
teach to the needs of the 
future. I believe this pro-
gram will be a gateway to 
self-sufficiency for many 
students.”

 
For more informa-

tion about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, 
Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-
854-7513 or  jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

j j j j j j j

To sponsor Friday’s Child call Patricia at 508-909-4135 x321
or email patricia@stonebridgepress.news

Hi! My name is Brianna  
and I am learning how to  

ride a horse!
Brianna is a fun teenage girl 

of Hispanic descent. Some of 
Brianna’s favorite activities are 
listening to music and reading. 
She also loves animals and has 
recently started to learn how to 
ride a horse. Brianna does a 
great job caring for young chil-
dren, and she has expressed 
wanting a job working with chil-
dren when she gets older. She 

is currently in the tenth grade where she has made friends and good 
relationships with many of her teachers.

Brianna is legally freed for adoption and can be placed in a one or 
two-parent home with or without other children. Brianna has stated 
she enjoys living in a suburban area versus somewhere that is rural 
or an inner-city. Interested families should be open to maintain four 
visits per year with Brianna’s siblings. She also has other relatives 
she would like to maintain contact with once placed.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? 

If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and 
room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting 
child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experi-
enced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, 
interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, 
and if so, to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your 
family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachu-
setts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit 
www.mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will 
have “a permanent place to call HOME.”

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Place Motors is proud to sponsor

Brianna
Age 17

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  For many years the 
First Congregational 
Church made videos of its 
Sunday worship services 
for the Public Access 
Channel.  In recent years 
the Church has utilized 
the Internet. With the 
onset of the Coronavirus, 
the church has increased 
its use of the Internet to 
provide access to worship 
services for members and 
friends. 

Pastor Joe Shea said, 
“It has really been a 
team effort. In addition 
to recording the worship 
services, many people 
are involved in distance 
planning and personal 
care. We are ensuring 
that everyone is called or 
contacted every week. A 
team makes sure that our 
website, Facebook and 
YouTube pages are kept 
up to date. Others are pro-
ducing a weekly newslet-
ter that is distributed by 
email. For those without 
internet access, we mail 
copies of the newsletter 
and DVD’s of the service. 
All these activities are 
contributing to the care 
of our church and com-
munity. “

With social distancing 
essential to everyone’s 
safety, a new approach 
had to be adopted. 

Pastor Shea stated, 
“Worship and presenting 
a scripture-based sermon 
is something that we all 
knew had to continue in 
some form. It’s a dynam-
ic situation for sure and 
we recognize that how we 
do it today may change 
tomorrow. We are grate-
ful for the technology that 
enables us to do this. But 
the safety of everyone is 
certainly a primary con-
cern as well. So, a lot of 
phone calls, text messag-
es and emails have been 
essential to coordinate 
our efforts and determine 
how we were going to 
accomplish our goals.

“My goal is to always be 
faithful to the Scriptures, 
to encourage, challenge, 
comfort and engage my 
audience with a relevant 
message that God can use 
to change and transform 
lives (my own included). 
I want to present a mes-
sage that speaks deep-
ly to both the longtime 
believer and the person 
who is skeptical and not 
as knowledgeable about 
the Bible. So, my goal is 
this: At the end of the 
service I want people to 
see what was presented 
as so relevant that they 
are comfortable to invite 
others to come, or in this 
case to watch! “

Anyone watching the 
service on Sunday will 
find a small band leading 
praise, with words post-
ed on the screen. Then 
Pastor Shea shares a mes-
sage from the Bible.  

Pastor Shea continued: 
“When we record the ser-
vice at the church, we 
have a very limited few to 
record, run the computer 
and sound, and provide 
music that complements 
the sermon. Leading 
worship in this man-
ner is surreal for sure. 
The few people who are 
there sit far apart. I can 
look around the whole 
church as I would on any 
other Sunday. I think of 
all the people and where 
they usually sit, and I 
am comforted that they 
are attending safely from 
their homes. I certainly 
long for the day we can 
return and be together, 
but in the meantime, I see 
God at work.” 

Easter Sunday is on 
April 12, and will mark 
the fourth Internet wor-
ship service. It is not ideal 
that this church and oth-
ers throughout the world 
will be unable to worship 
together physically. Still 
the church chooses to 
worship together, though 

apart.  
One viewer said, “Our 

family just joins in with 
the praise band, sing-
ing in our living room.” 
Another said, “I sense 
our oneness in the Spirit, 
in spite of the separa-
tion.” 

Byron Ake, who has 
recorded the services for 
more than 16 years, said, 
“I’m just here to do my 
thing like I have done for 
years. I’m glad what we 
are doing is blessing peo-
ple.”

Mark W. McGrail, who 
has led praise for decades, 
describes his feelings 
as follows: “Our praise 
team is very grateful to 
be part of the Internet 
services. It’s unique to 
reach people outside of 
our church walls. The 
first week would have 
been a strange experi-
ence if we focused on the 
empty pews. Instead, we 
remembered that we sing 
and play for an audience 
of One.  As we continue 
to lead praise, it’s a great 
feeling to know people 
are praising the Lord in 
their homes.”

As Pastor Shea put it, 
“Despite the tragedy the 
world and our nation 
face, I see God working in 
all of this. We understand 
the depth of the grief 
and pray for all who are 
hurting.  In this difficult 
time, the number of peo-
ple joining us for worship 
is growing. People who 
have been on the fringe 
or who have never wor-
shipped at our church are 
watching and comment-
ing on services. When 
we return to the church 
building my prayer is 
that they all join us. I am 
saddened at not meeting 
together, especially on 
Easter and throughout 
Holy Week. However, I 
am also encouraged at 
the number of people 
turning toward God in 
this time of need, and the 
community that is still 

being built.”
Each week, pastor Shea 

records a five to seven 
minute midweek update 
on the church’s YouTube 
channel.  Sunday wor-
ship services are posted 

on Sunday mornings at 
11:00. The videos can be 
found at https://www.
y o u t u b e . c o m / u s e r /
Firstchurchnb/videos 
. For the latest informa-
tion you can access the 

church website, https://
firstchurchnb.org, or the 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/first-
churchnb/  .  

 

Sean O’Rourke of Spencer inducted
 into Omicron Delta Epsilon 
International Honor Society 

WORCESTER —  Assumption’s Department of Economics, Finance, and 
International Business has announced that Sean O’Rourke, of Spencer, has 
become a member of Omicron Delta Epsilon, the International Honor Society for 
those who study economics. 

“We are pleased to welcome Sean as a new member of Assumption’s chapter 
of Omicron Delta Epsilon,” said Colleen Fahy, Ph.D., professor of economics and 
the honor society’s advisor. “At Assumption, as a part of the Grenon School of 
Business, economics majors engage with the foundations of a liberal arts educa-
tion to develop strong written and effective communication skills as well as the 
ability to think critically and quantitatively. Sean has demonstrated a passion for 
rigorous inquiry and analysis, a skill necessary to succeed in this field.”

To qualify as a member of Omicron Delta Epsilon, students must be an econom-
ics major and carry at least a 3.0 grade point average in both the major and in his 
or her overall studies.

For more information on Assumption, visit www.assumption.edu. 
Founded in 1904 by the Augustinians of the Assumption in Worcester, Assumption 

College is a Catholic liberal arts institution that offers undergraduate students 33 
majors and 49 minors in the liberal arts, sciences, business, and professional 
studies; as well as master’s and continuing education degrees and professional 
certificate programs-each through an educational experience that is grounded in 
the rich Catholic intellectual tradition. The curriculum enables students to gain 
a depth and breadth of knowledge that leads to professional success and personal 
fulfillment. Students-whether on the Worcester campus or at the College’s Rome, 
Italy, campus-become engaged participants in Assumption’s classic liberal arts 
education, exploring new ideas and making connections across disciplines. To 
prepare for the workforce, students learn cutting-edge theory and best practices, 
conduct innovative research, and develop excellent communication and criti-
cal-analysis skills. Assumption graduates are also known for their thoughtful 
citizenship and compassionate service to their community. For more information 
about Assumption College, please visit www.assumption.edu.

First Congregational Church adopts unique ministry approach during outbreak

QCC awarded National 
Science Foundation grant

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325
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Courtesy

Co-authors Sheryl Blancato and Joe Blancato, 
Sr.  

EAST BROOKFIELD — Last Saturday 
should have been a night of support and 
celebration for Second Chance.    It was 
also to be the book launch of “Walking 
Off Leash”  written by Sheryl Blancato 
and her husband, Joe Blancato, 
Sr.    When the event was postponed in 
light of the current COVID-19 situation, 
the Blancatos decided to release the 
book online.

 

Joe Blancato began writing the book 
almost eight years ago to capture the 
stories that Sheryl told him throughout 
the years.  

“I don’t think Sheryl ever fully 
understood the magnitude of all she 
has done,” says Joe who notes that the 
Second Chance founder works round 
the clock in the name of animals and 
rarely has a moment to look back at her 
accomplishments.  

 
Sheryl Blancato, a self-described 

“reluctant autobiographer” who is still 
surprised that anyone would want to 
read her story, only agreed to publish 
the book so she could donate 100 percent 
of the proceeds to Second Chance to 
help pets in need.  

According to Sheryl, “Right now, the 
need is great.    It’s imperative that we 
keep our vet hospitals and our adoption 
center open for all the pets and pet own-
ers who truly need help.”  

Sheryl hopes the book proceeds can 
help defray all the extra costs of keeping 
the doors open with mounting supply 
costs as a result of all the extra pre-
cautions put in place to safeguard the 
health of visitors and staff alike.

 
The book, subtitled “How Passion and 

Dedication Inspired an Animal Welfare 
Revolution” chronicles the nonprofit’s 
evolution from a small, foster-based 
shelter to the animal welfare organiza-
tion that serves as a role model across 
the country by focusing on the causes of 
animal homelessness instead of simply 
dealing with the aftermath.    It begins 
with the origins of Sheryl’s love of ani-
mals in her early childhood and closes 
with a chapter entitled “The Journey 
Continues.”  In between, readers watch 
the small shelter grow and follow Sheryl 
on her heartbreaking rescue mission 
after Hurricane Katrina.  

 

Second Chance board member 
Heather Gablaski helped pen the book’s 
back cover to let readers know the book 
is about more than animal welfare. “It 
is the story of someone who didn’t take 
‘no’ for an answer and found she needed 
to travel ‘unleashed’ if she was going to 
accomplish her goal.”

 
“Walking Off Leash”  is avail-

able in paperback and eBook on 
Amazon.    Signed copies will be avail-
able at Second Chance locations when 
it’s safe to permit visitors back into 
buildings without restrictions.

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

 1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 
P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 
 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding

 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery
Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)

 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)
• Pharmacy

• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin
• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC
Name: Leia
Breed: Shepherd/Mix 
Age: 2 Yrs / 11 mos.
Gender: Female
Size: Medium

Hello there, my name is Leia. I am a sweet goofy girl. I know sit, stay, 
heel, and will even spin in a circle if you ask me to. I am allergic to 
chicken, so I do need to be on a special diet, but I’ll do just about 
anything for a yummy salmon or lamb based treat. I can be nervous 
around new people, but once I warm up all I want are belly scratch-
es. I am looking for a home with no other pets, as I would like to be 
the center of attention. I would also do best with no small children, 
as I don’t always know how to play gently. I would love an active 
family as I enjoy going for walks and hikes. I am currently waiting to 
find my forever home with my foster mom, so if you would like to 
meet me please call to schedule an appointment!

Second Chance Animal Services Inc.
East Brookfield, MA• (508) 867-5525

www.secondchanceanimals.org 

Pet of the Week

the next stage of the National History 
Day program. 

The top two finishers in the perfor-
mance category focused on the topics 
of women’s rights and the American 
Revolution. In the group documentary 
category, the top projects were on Marie 
Curie and Ruby Bridges.  

The group exhibit category saw win-
ning projects on Frida Kahlo and the 
space race, while the individual exhibits 
saw presentations on predicting storms 
and Claudette Colvin.  

The group Web site category featured 
winning presentations on Jesse Owens 
and the invention of the internet. The 
individual website category drew pre-
sentations on the Renaissance and 
Katherine Johnson.

Originally, the selected students were 
slated to compete in a regional compe-
tition on March 7 at Quabbin Regional 
High School.  They would have com-
peted against other schools in central 
Massachusetts, with a chance to partic-
ipate in the state competition in April. 
If they had been selected to move on 
from there, they would have had the 
opportunity to present their projects in 
Washington, D.C. 

“Unfortunately, that changed on 
March 6 when the regional competition 
was canceled due to COVID-19,” project 
leaders wrote. “Instead, they will be 
competing in a virtual state competition 
throughout April. If their projects are 
selected to move on to the national level, 
they will be competing in a similar vir-
tual competition.”  

 
To learn more about the National 
History Day program, visit www.nhd.
org.

HISTORY DAY
continued from page  A1

dates,” Cooney said. 
Any resident in need of 

basic food supplies is wel-
come to attend the food 
pantry. Proof of residen-
cy is required; this can 
include a current driver’s 
license or a utility bill 
with the address labeled.

“If anyone is unable to 
get to the pantry due to 
health concerns or have 
specific requests, they 
can call me at 774-368-
0438,” Cooney said.

For those interested in 
volunteering, or sched-
uling an appointment to 
pick up items from the 
food pantry, please con-
tact Cooney at  the num-
ber listed above.

The food pantry is 
located at 759 Main St. 

Additionally, there are 
plenty of other ways for 
residents to give back 
throughout the area. 
The Worcester Regional 
Chamber of Commerce 
is currently asking busi-
nesses to donate critical 
medical supplies for our 
healthcare providers in 

the fight against COVID-
19. Businesses can reg-
ister to donate supplies 
by visiting the organi-
zation’s Web site, www.
WorcesterChamber.org. 

Also, residents are 
asked to consider becom-
ing an MRC volunteer 
to help your community 
respond to public health 
emergencies. Volunteers 
are currently needed in 
our area. For more infor-
mation on the process, 
visit www.MAResponds.
org.

VOLUNTEERS
continued from page  A1

Second Chance founder publishes new book

WORCESTER —  As the 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 crisis deepens, 
Quinsigamond Community College fac-
ulty, staff, students and alumni have 
come together to assist area hospitals 
and healthcare facilities. The College’s 
science department recently donated 45 
cases of nitrile gloves to Massachusetts 
Emergency Management Agency 
(MEMA).

 
“This totals 45,000 gloves, which will 

go to hospitals and healthcare facilities 
in the most need,” said QCC President 
Dr. Luis Pedraja.

 
Other initiatives by the QCC com-

munity include a project spearheaded 
by Lee Duerden, associate professor 
of Manufacturing Technology. Mr. 
Duerden is utilizing QCC’s Fab Lab 
and its form lab resin printers to make 
respirator masks that have removable 
HEPA filters, capable of filtration rates 
to 0.01 microns. In comparison, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Controls, 
N95  filtering face piecerespirators fil-
ter out at least 95% of very small (0.3 
micron) particles. N95 FFRs are capa-
ble of filtering out all types of particles, 
including bacteria and viruses. Mr. 
Duerden  has currently printed proto-
types that are being tested and utilized 
by 10 area nurses.

 
QCC students are also taking part 

in the crusade to help out.  QCC stu-
dent  Ilina Ivanova  is a Liberal Arts 
Biology major, due to graduate this 
May. Ms.  Ivanova has begun sew-
ing masks after finding a Facebook 
group,  “Worcester Stitchers for 
Health,”  where people share patterns 
online. These masks also enable a filter 
to be inserted.

 
“I have made about 25 masks so far 

and I plan on making as many as I can. 
They take about 20-25 minutes to sew 
each, depending on the template,” she 
said, adding that the masks can either 
be dropped off at a drop box at the 
home of the coordinator of  Worcester 
Stitchers for Health, or the coordinator 
will make arrangements to safely pick 
them up.

 
They are taken to Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute (WPI) where they 
are either autoclaved or UV irradiated, 
depending on the mask material (any-
thing that contains plastic will melt 
in an autoclave), packaged in sterile 
pouches and distributed by MEMA.

 
“However, many people know people 

personally who are working in high 
risk healthcare settings that are asking 
for these masks. For example, I know 
that a client at an ER veterinary hospi-
tal just made masks for the entire staff 
to alleviate pressure on their dwindling 
surgical mask supply. I made masks 
for my brother, Boris Yanachkov (he 
is also a QCC student) who is currently 
working at IPG Photonics as an essen-
tial employee. Not to mention all of the 
grocery store workers, delivery driv-
ers, and other essential workers who 
may not have access to a mask,” she 
said.

 
Classes and labs at QCC’s Center 

for Healthcare and Workforce 
Development, located at 25 Federal 
Street, Worcester have also made dona-
tions to:

 
•            UMASS Medical School - N95 

masks, gloves, gowns, surgical masks
•            Harrington Hospital – Gowns, 

and surgical masks
•            Salmon Healthcare – Gowns, 

gloves and surgical masks
•                     Knollwood Nursing Home – 

Gowns, gloves and surgical masks
 
“In these unprecedented times, we 

must all do our part and try and help 
mitigate the medical supply demand 
our hospitals and healthcare facilities 
are facing,” said QCC President Dr. 
Luis Pedraja. “We will continue to do 
everything we can to assist our health-
care workers who work tirelessly on 
the front lines.”

 
For more information about QCC, 

contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

QCC community donates supplies
 to area healthcare facilities
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As we go through the coronavirus 
crisis, we are all, first and foremost, 
concerned about the health of our loved 

ones and com-
munities. But 
the econom-
ic implica-
tions of the 
virus have 
also weighed 
heavily on 
our minds. 
However, if 

you’re an investor or a business owner, 
you just got some help from Washington 
– and it could make a big difference, at 
least in the short term, for your finan-
cial future.

 
Specifically, the passage of the $2 

trillion Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act offers, 
among other provisions, the following:

Expanded unemployment benefits 
– The CARES Act provides $250 billion 
for extended unemployment insurance, 
expands eligibility and provides work-
ers with an additional $600 per week for 
four months, in addition to what state 
programs pay. The package will also 
cover the self-employed, independent 
contractors and “gig economy” work-
ers. Obviously, if your employment has 
been affected, these benefits can be a 
lifeline. Furthermore, the benefits could 
help you avoid liquidating some long-
term investments you’ve earmarked for 
retirement just to meet your daily cash 
flow needs. 

Direct payments –  Individuals will 
receive a one-time payment of up to 
$1,200; this amount is reduced for 
incomes over $75,000 and eliminated 
altogether at $99,000. Joint filers will 
receive up to $2,400, which will be 
reduced for incomes over $150,000 and 
eliminated at $198,000 for joint filers 
with no children. Plus, taxpayers with 
children will receive an extra $500 for 
each dependent child under the age of 
17. If you don’t need this money for an 
immediate need, you might consider 
putting it into a low-risk, liquid account 
as part of an emergency fund. 

No penalty on early withdrawals 
–  Typically, you’d have to pay a 10% 
penalty on early withdrawals from 
IRAs, 401(k)s and similar retirement 
accounts. Under the CARES Act, this 
penalty will be waived for individuals 
who qualify for COVID-19 relief and/
or in plans that allow COVID-19 distri-
butions. Withdrawals will still be tax-
able, but the taxes can be spread out 
over three years. Still, you might want 
to avoid taking early withdrawals, as 
you’ll want to keep your retirement 
accounts intact as long as possible. 

Suspension of required withdrawals 
– Once you turn 72, you’ll be required to 
take withdrawals from your traditional 
IRA and 401(k). The CARES Act waives 
these required minimum distributions 
for 2020. If you’re in this age group, 
but you don’t need the money, you can 
let your retirement accounts continue 
growing on a tax-deferred basis.

Increase of retirement plan loan limit 
– Retirement plan investors who quali-
fy for COVID-19 relief can now borrow 
up to $100,000 from their accounts, up 
from $50,000, provided their plan allows 
loans. We recommend that you explore 
other options, such as the direct pay-
ments, to bridge the gap on current 
expenses and if you choose to take a plan 
loan work with your financial adviser 
to develop strategies to pay back these 
funds over time to reduce any long-term 
impact to your retirement goals.

Small-business loans –  The CARES 
Act provides $349 billion to help small 
businesses – those with fewer than 
500 employees – retain workers and 
avoid closing up shop. A significant 
part of this small business relief is the 
Paycheck Protection Program. This ini-
tiative provides federally guaranteed 
loans to small businesses who main-
tain payroll during this emergency. 
Significantly, these loans may be for-
given if borrowers use the loans for 
payroll and other essential business 
expenses (such as mortgage interest, 
rent and utilities) and maintain their 
payroll during the crisis.

We’ll be in a challenging economic 
environment for some time, but the 
CARES Act should give us a positive 
jolt – and brighten our outlook.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

 

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

CARES Act 
offers help for 

investors, small 
businesses 

Finding a 
silver lining

This editorial is being written imme-
diately after our Editor returned from 
a walk around town.  While we are all 
undergoing a complete change in the 
way we live our lives, and the reason is 
scary and horrifying, there is a silver 
lining.  This coronavirus has caused a 
camaraderie among people that seems 
to break through barriers of religion, 
race, political beliefs, socioeconomic 
status or where we live in the world. We 
truly are all in this together.  

During our walk, we saw entire fam-
ilies slowly strolling up and down side 
streets, with no real destination, simply 
enjoying the sun and warmer weather. 
It was nice to slow down enough to 
notice the cracks in the sidewalks, or 
notice the intricate woodwork on the old 
houses we passed. Seeing the communi-
ty through a new, calmer, less stressed 
pair of eyes was interesting.  While a 
cloud of uncertainty hangs above all of 
us, it’s clear that despite the unknown, 
shoulders have dropped a bit, and we 
have been forced to slow down and just 
be present.  These are stressful times, no 
doubt, but it hasn’t gone unnoticed that 
the majority of people seem to appear 
more relaxed.  [This, of course, does not 
include those on the front lines fighting 
this virus, to whom we say a heartfelt 
thank you.]

There are so many unknowns when 
it comes to this situation.  We don’t 
know when it will end, we don’t know 
whether the virus will mutate when the 
warmer weather we’ve all be waiting 
for finally arrives, and we don’t know 
how it will affect our economy or our 
livelihoods in the long run.  What we 
do know is that, again, we are all in this 
together.  

Strangers are stopping strangers (at 
a safe distance, of course) and having 
conversations that go beyond the weath-
er.  This outbreak has created a need for 
us to talk and to relate to each other for 
comfort, and to simply process what is 
happening.  

While passing by a gentleman get-
ting ready to grill his dinner on the 
back porch, we struck up a conversa-
tion about going stir crazy, sharing a 
few laughs and well wishes, and then 
we were on our way.  People have 
slowed down enough to lift their heads 
from their phones, laptops, steering 
wheels and television sets to open their 
eyes fully to the world around them.  
There are more smiles and head nods 
exchanged.  People are making more 
eye contact with one another, almost to 
say yes, I’m uncertain too, but we will 
be all right.

With nowhere to go aside from home 
and work (for some of us who also 
deserve thanks for continuing to put 
their health at risk so we have groceries 
and supplies to live on), priorities have 
shifted.  People have used this time to 
really think about what matters in their 
lives.  They have caught up on their 
reading, or re-visited old hobbies and 
house projects that have sat dormant 
for years.  

Finally, this situation gives us all an 
excuse an excuse to just ‘be.’  Could it 
be that people can really benefit from 
simplifying their lives?  How will things 
look when the world re-opens?  We have 
a feeling that people will be friendlier 
and more appreciative of being able 
to clink beer mugs and raise a toast at 
their local watering holes. Perhaps peo-
ple will find the value in slowing down.   

We are living in a point in history 
that will live on in perpetuity.  These 
few months will be read about and dis-
cussed for decades to come, long after 
we are gone, as we look back now and 
wonder about simple things like what 
it would have been like to live without 
electricity or a way to keep our food 
cold.  We’re not sure there has ever 
been a time when the entire society has 
shut down, when town squares look like 
ghost towns or something out of a movie 
set with no one in sight.  

To those reporters and editors to 
come after us, we will tell you that these 
times are surreal.  Despite not knowing 
what’s going on and watching the news 
change every day, people are generally 
in good spirits and are finding ways to 
decrease stress and otherwise find some 
sort of joy.  

Letters to the Editor

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
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Brendan Berube
Editor

o the Editor:
We have the responsibility and the 

ability to change [choice] our tempo-
rary life here on earth into blessings 
and into eternal bliss in heaven or 
eternal hell, the choice is ours.   The 
formula is a simple found in Psalm 
34, it is an action of choice to acknowl-
edge and to reverence God, Jesus as 
the creator and authority of all life and 
death on earth.

      God promises to bless the people 
who accept His Son Jesus in their 
hearts.   Those blessings require our 
choice, we need to acknowledge, accept 
and participate in Jesus.   It is only in 
and through Jesus God promises to 
deliver us from fears [verse 4] save us 
out of our troubles [verse 6] guard and 
deliver us [verse 7] show us goodness 
[verse 8] supply our needs [verse 9] lis-
ten when we talk to Him [verse 15] and 
redeem us [verse 22] however we must 
do our part.   We need, must seek Him, 
God, Jesus [verse 4,10] crying out to 
Jesus [Verse 6, 17] trust in Jesus [verse 
6] fear [reverence] God, Jesus [verse 7, 
9] refrain from lying, deceiving [verse 
13] we must turn from evil and do 
good, seek peace [verse 14] humble 
yourself [verse 18] [that is a difficult 
one for me] and serve God, Jesus daily 
[verse 22]

         What does it mean to “taste and 
see?”   It means to check it out, do your 
research about God’s credential!   God 
is offering us a warm and welcoming 
invitation to seek Him through Jesus 
and see for our self if He is real.   Try 
it!   I am sure you will be blessed!   
However, you need to take the first 
step.

        When we accept Jesus in faith 
we receive the knowledge of God, our 
life becomes complete as we trust God, 
Jesus daily [verse 8]

       You say you believe in God, but 
you have not made a commitment 
to follow God’s ways and or to trust 
in Jesus.   Well!   Today is as good a 
day as any to begin to take a chance.   
To follow God, Jesus means we need 
to change our attitude from doubt to 
trust, if you don’t have a place of 
worship you need to find one and you 
start by recognizing God, Jesus with 
respect and gratitude for the sacrifice 
Jesus willingly suffered for us allow-
ing himself to be subjected to humility 
and the cross so that you and me could 
be redeemed, saved and live eternally 
with Him, God, Jesus in heaven that 
Jesus has prepared for us, those who 
have made a confession, profession of 
faith in God, Jesus 

        I need, we need to be honest 
with each other; just because we con-
fess and make a profession of faith to 
Jesus does not mean God will give us 
everything we want, God does prom-
ise to bless our needs, God knows our 
needs better than we do, God knows 
our heart better than we do, God is 
our creator and God promises to bless 
us in our needs.   God knows what we 
need, our deepest desires, however, 
we have a responsibility to trust God, 
Jesus with true faith that God knows 
best and God’s priority for us is to 

supply us with spiritual nourishment 
if we let Him.   Don’t be surprise if 
God allows us to go without to help us 
realize that we need God, that apart 
from God, Jesus we can do nothing 
[John 15: 5] God, Jesus first desire is 
to help us grow spiritually and for us 
to desire first Him, His kingdom and 
other things will be given us beside. 
[Matthew 6: 33] and Psalm 34: 9-10.

       To fear [reverence [the Lord 
God, Jesus is to reverence God with 
obedience.   We need to fear, not fear 
to be afraid of God but to reverence 
God because He is the creator of every-
thing that exist and because God the is 
maker, authority, ordaining the laws, 
moral laws, commandments, God is 
proposing to us if anyone loves me 
[God, Jesus] he or she will obey my 
teachings [John 14: 2-3] How do we 
reverence God, Jesus!   We start by 
controlling our immoral ways and 
focusing on our salvation and that 
requires a commitment that starts 
with confession, repentance and pro-
fessing Jesus by seeking, pursuing 
Jesus with our heart so that we can 
receive the Holy Spirit who will guide 
and help us to live God’s will, desire 
[Matthew 5: 11-14]

     In this world, we will experience 
troubles, hardship, pain, grief, sorrow, 
failures frustrations that can physical-
ly and emotionally wear us down.   We 
must try to remain faithful in spite of 
our circumstances and God promises 
to be close to us, to be the source of 
our power, courage, perseverance to 
help us overcome when we focus on 
Jesus who is our source, our cour-
age and wisdom.   Pray daily not to 
frustrated with life, pray and confess 
you need God’s help, and thank God, 
Jesus for His help and the help you are 
anticipating, because without faith we 
cannot please God and God cannot 
help us. [Hebrew 11: 6]  God helps and 
delivers those who are humble in spir-
it, [verse 19]

        When we humbly reverence God, 
Jesus God protects us against evil and 
redeems His servant and no one will 
be condemned who takes refuge, faith-
fully committed to God, Jesus. [verse 
20] that is a promise you can depend 
on [John 3: 16-18] the choice is yours, 
however, we need a derecho — derech 
is a Hebrew word meaning a path, 
a path, a way of life to God, we need 
to develop godly ways, godly habits, 
godly consistency and practice’s.   We 
need to turn all our ways, plans into 
holy ways that carry on throughout 
our daily lives.   We need to allow 
God’s plans to flow through us so that 
we can reverence Him and be able to 
share His plans in us and through us 
with others.    It is our responsibility, 
choice to give God, Jesus a derech, a 
path that He can work though us. 

       All this can be obtained when 
we remain obedient to God’s moral 
and dietary law as Jesus was; Jesus 
was never sick and always obedi-
ent [Matthew 11: 28] [John 3: 16-18] 
[Philippians 2: 5] [1 Peter 2: 5] [1 John 
5: 3] Amen!

Roland Blais
Brookfield

Do you want to be blessed?

Editorial

JEFF 
BURDICK

Financial 
Focus

To the Editor:
In two weeks, the number of corona-

virus infections in the US went from 
15,000 with 200 deaths to 270,000 infec-
tions with 7,000 deaths.   As of today, 
Sunday, April 5, the rate of infection 
in the US has not yet slowed down.

I don’t think we can say that things 
are being competently handled.   The 
USNS Comfort is docked in New York 
City with only three patients because 
nobody seems to be in charge of triag-
ing who goes where.   Something like 
one third of the tests are errors – false 
positives or false negatives.  We have 
not mobilized in the way you would 
think that a country with a first-class 
military, first-class bureaucracies, or 
first-class medical system should.  It’s 
worrisome.  This isn’t politics, this is 
incompetence. 

This is a national calamity, an epi-
demiological disaster if you will.   To 
Trump’s credit, his acceptance of real-
ity has helped a lot and made a differ-
ence.  Trump doing a 180 on COVID-19 
has brought the folks at Fox News 
along who have brought along the 
rest of the country.   It is sad that we 
needed the ignoramus-in-Chief to give 
the green light to Fox News to tell 
the deplorables it is no longer a hoax 
but a real threat.   There is no longer 
anybody in the country who argues it 
is some sort of a Democratic hoax to 
jeopardize the president’s reelection.

There has not been that assumption 
of national leadership, at least of a con-
stant and consistent manner and this 
remains a problem.   All hands have 
to be on deck and the state-by-state 
approach that we have been doing has 
not been effective.   Some states were 
taking it seriously while Florida has 

spring breakers infecting each other 
and then driving back home.  9 gover-
nors have still not issued stay-at-home 
orders while Rhode Island is arresting 
Massachusetts residents who sneak 
into their state without quarantine 
to play golf.   This is not going away 
if there is going to be re-infections 
surging in wave after wave from the 
middle of the country and the south.

Crisis tends to drive inequality, 
and this one is no different.   Being 
quarantined in a third  floor walkup 
apartment is a lot worse than a 2,500 
square foot house with a yard.   Who 
can work from home?  Members of the 
knowledge economy, and very    dis-
proportionately  those who are college 
educated.  Who are essential workers?  
Doctors and nurses come to mind, 
among other medical professionals.  
Who are non-essential workers that 
can’t work from home?   Restaurants, 
service industry, basically anybody 
that does something for people that 
they could do themselves.   The mas-
sive unemployment we are seeing 
is very concentrated at the bottom, 
driving inequality worse.   My fear is 
that after this is all over, the service 
industry won’t bounce back now that 
people with money got used to doing 
things for themselves, cooking, clean-
ing, even cutting their own hair.

There is a reason that the US is 
the world hotspot, where infection 
rates continue to grow.   Not just the 
number of infections, but the acceler-
ation or the second order derivative 
of the cases continues to climb.  Even 
in states that are taking it seriously, 
the people are not.  I know of several 
examples in this state where non-es-

Social distancing 

Turn To LETTER page  A9
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Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:
To Governor Baker and our State 

Legislators:
These are unprecedented times. We 

support all efforts to reverse the cur-
rent trend and to allow businesses to 
begin to reopen. Allowing economic 
activity to resume will result in fewer 
deaths and less destruction than the 
current virus. A danger not only to 
Americans but to the world that ulti-
mately depends on us.

Private entities must be able to start 
to make their own decisions, how to 
mitigate risks, just as the designat-
ed “essential” businesses are doing 
now (e.g., grocery stores erecting plas-
tic shields at the checkout, wearing 
masks, social distancing with floor 
markers).

The fallout is otherwise too great 
economically in the short term but 
especially in the long term. A crashed 
economy does not spring back to life 
upon a government’s decree. No stim-
ulus checks from D.C.’s printing press 
offsets actual economic activity. That 
means livelihoods lost and yes, it 
means lives lost, standards of living 
diminished for decades after this cri-
sis passes. After all, we don’t take all 
cars off the road because of the huge 
death toll from car accidents. We add 
regulations, protections, and indus-
tries innovate to maximize safety.

What is at stake are the unintended 
consequences of policy often made 
with good intentions but not enough 
deliberation. The toll it can take is 
on health, mental illness, livelihood, 
families, quality of life and welfare 
with higher suicide rates, domestic 
violence, derailed education, short-
er life spans and decrease in public 
health services. And as always the 
poor among us will suffer the most 
from a collapsed economy.

We are now finding that the virus 
“models” that our government has 
been depending upon to impose 
restrictions on its citizens are falling 

very short of expectations (number 
of predicted hospitalizations, deaths, 
how fatality rates are measured). 

See More
Private entities must be able to start 

to make their own decisions, how to 
mitigate risks, just as the designat-
ed “essential” businesses are doing 
now (e.g., grocery stores erecting plas-
tic shields at the checkout, wearing 
masks, social distancing with floor 
markers).

The fallout is otherwise too great 
economically in the short term but 
especially in the long term. A crashed 
economy does not spring back to life 
upon a government’s decree. No stim-
ulus checks from D.C.’s printing press 
offsets actual economic activity. That 
means livelihoods lost and yes, it 
means LIVES lost, standards of living 
diminished for decades after this cri-
sis passes. After all, we don’t take all 
cars off the road because of the huge 
death toll from car accidents. We add 
regulations, protections, and indus-
tries innovate to maximize safety.

What is at stake are the unintended 
consequences of policy often made 
with good intentions but not enough 
deliberation. The toll it can take is 
on health, mental illness, livelihood, 
families, quality of life and welfare 
with higher suicide rates, domestic 
violence, derailed education, short-
er life spans and decrease in public 
health services. And as always the 
poor among us will suffer the most 
from a collapsed economy.

We are now finding that the virus 
“models” that our government has 
been depending upon to impose 
restrictions on its citizens are falling 
very short of expectations (number 
of predicted hospitalizations, deaths, 
how fatality rates are measured). 

 
Thank you.

Anne Starzyk
West Brookfield

Restrictions must be lifted from private businesses

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

DUMPSTER SERVICE

Chobot Service
Working hard for you

Kenneth Chobot

Dumpster Service

Residential / Business

Removal of  

Unwanted Cars, Trucks, and Campers 

No Job too Big or Small•Call for Price

774.289.2375

chobot5221@gmail.com

Paint & Fix-it
Licensed / Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

DUNCAN’S PAINT & FIX IT
Duncan Fifield

Painting Contractor

508-769-6526
duncan.fifield@paintnfixit.com

H: 508-867-6119 C: 413-324-6977

TREE SERVICE

• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Furnace & Firewood
• Storm work
• Firewood $180/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Paving is our 
#1 Priority –
Not Just a 
Sideline!

Driveways Parking LotsSeal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com
Cell: 508-864-9708

Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

Need Extra Storage Space? 
Brand New Facility in Brookfield Now Open!

Active Duty, Veterans, 

First Responder
Discounts

4 Unit Sizes Available
(See Size Calculator on our Website)

Easy access on Route 9, Private Drive, Owner on site
Satisfaction Guaranteed • Affordable Prices
52 South Maple St. (Rt. 9), Brookfield, MA 01506

VictorySelfStorage.net • victoryselfstorage@gmail.com

508-868-7585

SELF STORAGE

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

Now 
Selling 
Quality 

Used Cars

Oil 
Change

$19.99
APRIL SPECIALS

4 Wheel Alignment
Alignment • Balance Tires
Check Suspension
Multi-point Inspection

$59.99

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30 years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

AUTO & TIRE

THINK SPRING! 
Have your car checked for 
Spring & Summer Travels
Oil changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires  

Check Engine Light

Full 
Towing 
Service 

Interstate Batteries in stock
Battery &

 Antifreeze Testing
Free w/oil change

Featuring:
All Major  Brand Name 

Tires

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

Speed Queen  
authorized dealer & servicer

Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

13 cf upright Frost Free Frigidaire $699
13.8 cf Upright Frigidaire $599
19.8 cf Chest Frigidaire $749

15.7 cf Chest GE $629

Freezers 
in stock

Owner Operated ~ WILL DUMONT 

508-867-9353

Prompt Friendly Service 
With Low Rates (Call)

We Pump Your Tank to the Bottom

Septic & Cesspool Pumping, 
Sewer Line Back-up

SEPTIC PUMPING

sential businesses have declared them-
selves essential.   I know about sticky 
paper manufacturers that are operat-
ing, gun manufacturers, candle manu-
factures, parts for commercial airliner 
in-flight entertainment, rubber soles 
for shoes, and I’ve even heard about 
a sporting goods manufacturer that is 
operating.  Gov. Baker had a nine-page 
list of essential industries and it seems 
that if you felt that fiscal March or Q1 
was essential then you merely declared 
yourself essential.   Of course, now we 
are in fiscal April and Q2 and that is 
now essential.

Ok, so businesses are flouting this.  
What about the people?  I have heard sto-
ries of young people who live with sev-
eral roommates in big cities.   They all 
have boyfriends/girlfriends they don’t 
live with and they are still seeing each 
other.   So some of them are essential 
workers, others are fraudulent essential 
workers, they are seeing a small group 
of friends, and each person has 5-10 
people they see regularly and then each 
of them has 5-10…  We are not socially 
distancing.   It is just spreading slower 
than when bars and restaurants were 
open.   I see neighborhood kids playing 
together, building forts, building bike 
ramps – big hoards of kids who then all 
go back to their families.  I know being 
isolated with your kids is terrible, but 
playing with other neighborhood kids 
isn’t social distancing.  I know of adults 
who are still meeting with friends to 
play cards.     

People are crowding the state parks, 
the hiking trails, the beaches, and the 
playgrounds.   That isn’t social distanc-
ing. 

How was this handled in China?  
You were given a once a week appoint-
ment to buy food and supplies and if 
found outside otherwise you would be 
taken home and your door welded shut 
because you’ve abused your door priv-
ileges.   In France, Italy, and Spain you 
needed to fill out a form stating your 
business to be outside.   In the United 
States, our individualistic freedom is 
fueling the virus spreading out of con-
trol.  Controlling exponential growth of 
a pandemic and individualistic freedom 
is incompatible.

The scary part about this is when 
and how it will end.  It won’t really end 
until there is a vaccine and that is 12-18 
months away.   The other way it can 
mostly end is that most of us get it, get 
very sick, and many die.   Eighty per-
cent recover without hospitalization, 
15 percent only need oxygen, which can 
be administered by the National Guard 
at the DCU Center.   We don’t have 
enough ventilators for the 5 percent to 
get it all at once.  Those that recover will 
be immune, eventually creating herd 
immunity with a low level infection 
rate.  

Our choices are uncontrolled out-
break leaving 5 percent dead, “flatten 
the curve” so that over the next 12 
months the medical system does not 
become overwhelmed, leaving 1 percent 
dead, or a Draconian quarantine where 
we board up the doors and windows 
of those not in compliance to whip it 
fast leaving only a few thousand dead.  
It seems like we want to “flatten the 
curve” but we aren’t serious about it so 
we’re getting something in-between that 
and an uncontrolled outbreak.

 
David Rosenberg

Spencer

LETTER
continued from page  A8
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Time to Plan the Garden!
Visions of a lush 

backyard garden can 
brighten these dark 
days, so why not use 
this time at home to 
plan a spectacular 
summer garden?  

As all home grow-
ers know, it takes 
careful planning and 
many hours of labor 
to produce a boun-
tiful garden. While nearly every suc-
cessful gardener has their own special 
tricks to ensure a productive crop, the 
novice planter may need a helping hand 
to nudge green sprouts from uncoop-
erative soil. If that’s the case, the fol-
lowing tips culled from various “green 
thumbed” sources may just be all you 
need to make this upcoming season 
the most successful gardening year yet.  
**

Starting Seedlings
  You don’t have to pay big bucks 

for packaged sterilized potting mix, as 
you can sterilize your backyard soil 
at home!     (For best results the soil 
should be moist and crumbly, nei-
ther soggy nor too dry.) To do: Put 
two pounds of soil in a plastic turkey 
roasting bag.  Do not seal the bag shut, 
as it could burst open.     Place the bag 
in the microwave on high for two to 
three minutes. Allow the soil to cool 
to room temperature before using it.  
 **

Or, sterilize soil in the oven by filling 
metal pans, clay pots or other oven safe 
vessels with no more than four inches of 
soil. Cover with aluminum foil and bake 
at 180 to 200 degrees for a half hour.  Use 

a meat thermometer to test 
temperature.   Soil should 
reach 180 degrees, but don’t 
allow temperature to go 
above 200 degrees because 
high temperatures could 
produce plant toxins. After 
heating, allow soil to cool 
before using.   Note: heated 
soil may give off an odor.

 **
Never buy peat pots again! 

Instead recycle those cardboard paper 
towel and toilet paper rolls, Here’s how: 
Cut them into pieces with scissors (a 
toilet paper roll should yield two; paper 
towel rolls, four). Line them up in a 
tray, touching each other to ensure that 
they remain upright and to slow the 
evaporation of moisture. Fill with pot-
ting soil and plant as usual. And when 
the time comes to replant the seedlings, 
plant the whole pot, as the cardboard 
will disintegrate!

**
The addition of peat moss is necessary 

to keep window boxes and other con-
tainer gardens properly watered. But, if 
you are not wetting down the peat moss 
before adding it to the soil, you may 
be doing your garden more harm than 
good. Peat moss must be moistened 
before it is used in potting mixes. When 
dry, the substance actually repels water!  
Here’s how to pretreat it: If you want 
to wet a full bag of peat moss, poke sev-
eral holes in the bottom of the bag and 
open the top. Then pour water slowly 
into the top of the bag until it seeps 
out of the bottom holes. Push on the 
bag and knead it to ensure the peat is 
getting saturated. To test, scoop out a 

handful of peat moss and squeeze it. If 
you can squeeze water out, it is ready to 
use. If not, keep wetting until you can.  
**

Test Number 2: Here’s an easy test 
to gauge if your garden soil is ready to 
plant. Simply scoop up a handful of dirt 
and squeeze it into a ball. If the ball crum-
bles when you release your fingers, the 
soil is all set for digging. If the ball sticks 
together, the soil is still to wet to work. 
**

Storing, and sowing, seeds are not 
longer a hassle with this tip: Simply put 
seeds in a clean, empty spice, seasoning 
or Parmesan cheese shaker.   If using 
tiny seeds, add little cornstarch to keep 
them from clumping together.     When 
it’s time to plant, just shake them even-
ly over the soil. 

  *Here’s an easy way to gauge spac-
ing seeds in large flats: Cut a piece of 
one-inch chicken mesh wire the size of 
the flat.   Simply lay it on the soil and 
plant a seed inside each hole for instant 
one-inch spacing.  For two or tree inch 
spacing, simply skip the correct num-
ber of holes. 

  *Leftover garden seeds will likely 
sprout next year if you keep them in the 
refrigerator in a tightly closed jar with 
a packet of silica gel. The gel packets 
can be recycled from vitamin bottles or 
even shoe boxes.

  $$$ Saving Hot Tip:   If you’re ger-
minating seeds, don’t spend your hard 
earned money on a plant heat mat. A 
heating pad can do the job at a fraction 
of the cost. Just be sure to cover it in 
plastic to prevent any water spill

**
Flower bulbs are now plentiful at 

large garden centers. But, bulbs 
sold at such places are a bargain 
only if you know how to avoid poor 
quality bulbs. Here are some tips: 
* Bulbs should feel solid and heavy. If 
they are light, they may be dried out.  
* Avoid bulbs with discol-
ored, dark or moldy spots. 
* Make sure there are no holes or 
other signs of insect damage on bulbs. 
* Pick over bulbs that have sprouted; 
it is better if they grow roots first.  
** 

Our forefathers took great pains to 
plant crops at the precise time of year 
to promote a bountiful crop. Here are 
some “old farmer’s tales” that tell when 
it is time to plant garden vegetables:

 
Lilac’s Bloom: When the lilacs have 
their first leaves it is time to plant 
cool-weather crops such as peas, let-
tuce, and onions. When the lilac flowers 
are in full bloom, it s safe to plant ten-
der crops such as tomatoes and corn. 
Native American’s Rule: The American 
Indians passed this reliable tip on to 
European colonists, and many farmers 
still rely on it today. Tender crops should 
not be planted until the leaves on an oak 
tree are as big as a squirrels ear (about 
an inch or so long). Moon Signs: Many 
natural gardeners plant successfully by 
the phases of the moon. Here’s how: 
Between the new moon and the first 
quarter: sow or transplant leafy plants 
and those that bear seeds on the out-
side of the fruit, such as strawberries.  
Between the first quarter and the 
full moon: plant crops whose seeds 
develop inside the fruit, such as 
tomatoes, peas, beans and squash.  
From the full moon to the last 
quarter: plant root vegetables. 
Never plant from the last quarter to the 
new moon. 

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House
Your tips can win you a great dinner 

for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered into a random 
drawing. One winner per month will 
win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renown restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge.    Because I’m 
in the business of dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take 
credit for some), I’m counting on you 
readers out there to share your best 
helpful hints!

 
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?   If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers?    Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or E-mail  KDRR@aol.
com.    Hints are entered into a draw-
ing for dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

Take

the

Hint

Antiquing during this 
health crisis

Many antique events 
and auctions have been 
canceled due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  
The usual online selling 
and buying options are 
still available though, 
and some new opportu-
nities have even become 
available.

The biggest local 
antique news is that the 
May Brimfield Antique 
Show has been canceled.  
Westernmassnews.com 
quoted the Head of the 
Brimfield Select Board 
who said “I think when 
you get 20,000 people 
coming from around the 
world, it’d be 
disastrous ... I 
think everybody 
is sad for it.  I 
don’t necessarily 
apologize for the 
decision because 
I think it’s the 
right one.”  
Although this is 
disappointing to 
antique dealers 
and collectors, 
in my opinion 
July 2020 will be 
one of the best 
shows.  Many 
other shows 
have also been 
canceled.  Live 
auctions and estate sales 
have been put on hold.  
Antiques and the Arts 
Weekly has a long “run-
ning list” of many of the 
canceled events avail-
able on their website at 
antiquesandthearts.com. 

Like many other local 
businesses, antique deal-
ers, auctioneers and 
estate sale companies 
have been going online 
to fill the void.  For exam-
ple, some estate sale 
companies are running 
online only sales.  Others 
are selling by appoint-
ment only to comply with 
social distancing guide-
lines.  

Channel 7 News in 
Watertown, N.Y. reported 
that auctioneer Don Peck 
Auctions has turned to 

Facebook Live to run his 
auctions which had been 

held live in per-
son prior to the 
pandemic.  Peck 
said that prices 
have increased 
as he has found 
a group of new 
bidders.  Most 
buyers are from 
within 50 to 
75 miles of his 
G o u v e r n e u r , 
N.Y. location, but 
he has reached 
others from 
as far away as 
Florida and Las 
Vegas.  

The pandem-
ic has brought 

out the best in many.  
Many public figures have 
done exceptional things 
to help those affected 
by the COVID-19 virus.  
Former Ohio Buckeyes 
and Detroit Lions line-
backer Chris Spielman is 
one example.  The Detroit 
Free Press reported that 
he had previously donat-
ed $100 each to 8 people 
who were in need for the 
past two weeks.  He is 
now selling some of his 
personal memorabilia 
on eBay to help those 
in need during this pan-
demic.  His Ohio State 
Big Ten championship 
ring is one of his prized 
possessions that he is 
auctioning for the great-
er good.  “This hurts to 
give this up, but where is 

it going to serve a better 
purpose?” Spielman said.  
The ring sold for $12,000, 
and Spielman said he will 
be offering more of his 
memorabilia.

Our company is prac-
ticing physical distanc-
ing, along with the rest 
of the state.  If you are 
handling an estate or just 
have some items in your 
home that you think may 
be valuable and would 
like some guidance, we 
can virtually view and 
evaluate them.  You 
can contact us by email 
or phone to schedule 
an appointment using 
Facetime, Zoom or Skype.   

We are also planning an 
online auction in Warren, 
R.I. and an estate sale in 
Auburn when the situa-
tion allows.  Our Rutland 
estate farm auction will 
go online again as soon 
as possible.  Please see 
www.centralmassauc-
tions.com for details on 
these and other events.  I 
hope all of you continue 
to stay safe and in good 
health and we can all be 
attending antique events 
together soon.

Contact us at: Wayne 
Tuiskula Auctioneer/
Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique 
Auctions, Estate Sales and 
Appraisal Services www.
centralmassauctions.com  
(508-612- 6111) info@cen-
tralmassauctions.com.

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
Collectibles 

& Estates

Notice of Public Hearing
Planning Board 

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
April 21, 2020 in McCourt Social Hall 
of Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, on the following 
item(s) starting at 7:00 PM or as soon 
thereafter as can be heard: 
Major Site Plan Review/ Special Permit 
– Applicant: Arista Development 
LLC; Owners: The Estate of William 
D. Ekleberry, Richard Cormier, and 
S-BNK Spencer LLC, Location: 4 
lots bounded by High Street, Main 
Street, and Pleasant Street; Spencer 
Assessor’s Map U13-98, 99, 100, 
& 101. The applicant is requesting 
a Major Site Plan Review under 

Section 7.4 and Special Permit 
under section 3.3.2 of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw Zoning to develop a 
12,850 sf CVS with Drive Thru. The 
property is located within the Town 
Center and Village Residential zon-
ing districts. 
Interested Parties may review 
these applications at the Office of 
Development & Inspectional Services 
in Memorial Town Hall located at 
157 Main Street Spencer, MA 01562, 
during regular business hours from 
7:30-4:30 Monday-Wednesday and 
Thursday 7:30-12:00. 
The Planning Board is committed to 
ensuring that its public meetings are 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Should you require auxiliary aids, ser-

vices, written materials in other for-
mats, or reasonable modifications in 
policies and procedures, please call 
508-885-7500 ext. 180 in advance of 
the scheduled meeting. 
April 3, 2020
April 10, 2020

Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Raphelle Masterson has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-

mission to place all logs within the Ju-
risdiction located at 183 Paxton Road, 
Spencer, MA. 
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
April 22, 2020, at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present 
and participate. Conservation Commis-
sion meetings open at 7:00 p.m., public 
hearings begin at 7:15 p.m. 
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
April 10, 2020

LEGALS

BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION —  Unsure 

when they’ll be able to 
return to school, students 
and staff in the Quaboag 
Regional School District 
are adjusting to a new 
way of learning.

Students through-
out the district have 
been contacted by their 
teachers via email for 
updates on remote learn-
ing schedules. Over the 
course of the last two 
weeks, students picked 
up Chromebooks to bor-
row on a temporary basis 
in order to complete their 
assignments remotely. 

If you have questions 
on how to operate your 
Chromebook, contact the 
following individuals:

West Brookfield 
Elementary School: Nick 
Frank (nfank@quabo-
agrsd.org)

Warren Elementary 
School: Tim McKusick 
(tmckusick@quaboagrsd.
org) 

QRMHS: Peter Hadley 
phadley@quaboagrsd.org 

QRSD Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian sent out a 
letter reminding parents 
that all office staff mem-
bers in the district will be 
working from home until 
further notice.

“Email messages will 
be checked remotely, but 

please know that staff 
will not be answering 
the phone if you call,” 
Kustigian’s statement 
read. “The best way to 
contact staff is via email. 
As a general rule, all staff 
email is the member’s 
first initial, followed by 
the last name @quabo-
agrsd.org. A complete 
staff directory is posted 
on our Web site.” 

Meanwhile, free break-
fast and free lunch are 
available from 8-10 a.m. 
for all students. Both 
meals can be picked up 
at any school during that 
timeframe. If you have 
questions, send an email 
to Melissa Mansfield at 
m m a n s f i e l d @ q u a b o -
agrsd.org.

The district post-
ed several regulations 
and guidelines on using 
Chromebooks:

If a student’s 
Chromebook is broken 
or fails to work properly, 
he/she should contact the 
Quaboag Regional School 
District IT Department 

If a student’s 
Chromebook is acciden-
tally damaged, stolen or 
malfunctions, the student 
should notify the school 
within 24 hours of the 
incident. 

If the Chromebook is 
stolen, a police report will 
be required listing the 
Chromebook as stolen. 

No food or drink is 
allowed next to your 
Chromebook while it is 
in use. 

Cords, cables, and 
removable storage 
devices must be insert-
ed carefully into the 
Chromebook. Only the 
AC adapter provided 
by the school is to be 
used for charging your 
Chromebook. 

Chromebooks should 
only be charged when 
you receive the low bat-
tery warning. Once a 
Chromebook is fully 
charged, it will last 
around 8 hours.

Students should never 
carry their Chromebooks 
by the screen. 

The Chromebook must 
be closed with the screen 
facing the keyboard, with 
nothing stored between 
them. 

Chromebooks should 
be shut down before stor-
ing them in order to con-
serve battery life. 

Chromebooks should 
never be left in an 
unlocked car or any 
unsupervised area. 

Chromebooks should 
always be in the protec-
tive case when carried. 

Screens can be dam-
aged if subjected to rough 
treatment. They are 
particularly sensitive 
to damage from putting 
pressure and weight on 
the screen. 

Clean the screen with 
a soft, dry cloth or an 
anti-static cloth. Never 
use a liquid of any kind 
on the screen. 

Quaboag students and staff 
adjust to remote learning
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Community 
   Connection

Grilled Chicken
Grinders

Sm. 8” $4.49 
Lg. 12” $5.49

Make it a stir-fry
for $1 more

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

www.northeastpizza.com

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

stay safe everyone!

267 Webster St. 
Worcester 

508-798-3111
New 

Location

APRIL SPECIALS

See our Full Menu Pages R10 & R11,
2020 Restaurant Guide

Sliced Meatball
Pizza

Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

LUNCH SPECIAL
11am-4pm Every Day
Sm. Cheese Pizza

$2.99+tax 
No coupon needed

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors to choose from
Granite Counter top, Quartz Surface, Soapstone, 
Carrara Marble, Tile, Glass & Mosaic Backsplash

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 4/6/20 was $1.79 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
Discretion

Stocking for spring
Fishing at some local 

ponds has been just fan-
tastic, while some streams 
and brooks are very slow 
according to a few local 
anglers.  This writer made 
a call to M.F.W. Central 
District this past Friday, 
April 3, and was told that 
the spring stocking is pret-
ty much complete.  The 
stocking trucks were running nonstop 
to ensure that the spring stocking of 
trout would be completed.   As of this 
date, the Division of Fish & Wildlife is 
holding on to the trout allocated for the 
fall stocking.   The Covid-19 virus sure 
has negatively made a big change in our 
daily living, and will affect our lives for 
months and years to come.    

This week’s picture shows Amy with 
her large brown trout from Ashland 
Reservoir. this past week, that also had 
the upper jaw missing as the second 
picture shows.   The heavy rain of the 
last two weeks, and the cold tempera-
tures have kept trout fishing a bit slow, 
but the warmer weather of this week 
has brought the water temperatures up, 
which has had anglers catching some 
impressive trout. 

Massachusetts Fish & Wildlife, along 
with some other states, have been feed-
ing the trout at the hatcheries a new 
diet over the last few years, which has 
the trout growing very fast, and the end 
result is a more impressive trout being 

stocked.  The down side 
to the new diet that 
trout are being raised 
on have lost there sweet 
natural taste at the din-
ner table.  

I am not the only one 
that has noticed the dif-
ference in the taste of 
trout over the last few 
years.  Any fish or meat 

taste can be   altered with numerous 
brands of seasoning on the market 
today, but I and many other anglers 
miss the natural sweet taste of the 
trout.   I guess we cannot have it both 
ways. Numerous anglers have switched 
to smoking trout, rather than pan fried.      

Tautog fishing season in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island is now 
open, but the water temperature was 
still a bit cold last week , hovering in 
the middle 40 degrees. The temperature 
needs to hit the low 50’s for the fishing 
to improve.   A few anglers fishing for 
tautog last week reported a few small 
tautog being caught, so it should not be 
long before the big fish move in.  When 
the dandelions are out, it is time to fish 
for tautog.  

A couple of years ago, both 
Massachusetts & Rhode Island stopped 
commercial fishing for tautog in the 
spring, and gave them a good season in 
the fall.     It was long overdue.   Tautog 
were returning to spawn in the spring, 
and were being depleted before they had 

a chance to spawn.  It was a no brainer.   
Rhode Island Marine Fisheries & 

NOAA  has placed another nail in the 
coffin of the recreational fluke fishing 
season this year.   Raising the Fluke 
size limit to 19 inches and allowing 
the commercial anglers to keep 14-inch 
fish is outrageous.   A lot of fish are 
going to be wasted due to mortality 
after being released by recreational 
anglers.  Taking home a few fluke fil-
lets for the family this year is going 
to be tough.  Massachusetts has held 
there legal size limit to 17 inches again 
this year.     It was not that long ago 
that Rhode island raised the size limit 
for fluke to 21 inches for recreational 
anglers.  

That was the year I sold my 21 foot 
boat. I love bottom fishing and we found 
ourselves coming home with one or 
two fish if we were lucky. Commercial 
anglers were fishing on the side of us 
keeping 14 inch fish!

Seabass are also being saved for the 
commercial guys, with the season start-
ing June 24 this year for recreational 
anglers and a bag limit of three fish 
daily.  Striper fishermen are not happy 
with the slot size on Striped bass.  The 
big problem with the striped bass 
decline is in Maryland & Delaware, 
not in Massachusetts & Rhode Island.  
Massachusetts Marine Fisheries has 
also dealt a hard blow to the sport fish-
ing boats up and down the coast.  

My neighbor erected a blue bird box 

in his yard a few years ago, and is being 
used annually by a pair of them.  They 
sure are nice to see in the back yard 
as they frequent my bird feeder daily 
along, with a pair of cardinals.  It will 
not be long before the humming birds 
return.       

Until next week, stay safe! God Bless 
America. 

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

The Great

Outdoors

Finding joy in quarantine
I awoke at 5:30 a.m., started a fire 

in our darkened kitchen fireplace and 
am sitting in the quiet of the morning, 
counting my blessings.

My family is healthy and quaran-
tined together. We are only missing 
my oldest, who is sheltered in Los 
Angeles. My daughter, son-in-law and 
my two grandsons are sleeping sound-
ly on the floor above me. My youngest 
son is sleeping in the basement with our grand 
dog Walter. Our dear friends and my daughter’s 
in-laws, Stu and Lynn, are here and I’m going to 
make my grandmothers recipe for biscuits and 
gravy for breakfast. I cannot describe the joy am 
feeling at this moment.

I think people often interchange the words joy 
and happiness as though they are the same. They 
are not. Happiness is a feeling you get from outside 
events and/or circumstances, while joy radiates 
from within. Your happiness is dependent on 
things or other people while your joy is only depen-
dent upon you. Want to be joyful? Easier said than 
done? Start by counting your blessings.

Joy is from the heart.
I find my joy in my love of family and friends. I 

am joyful in making breakfast for my family. I get 
happiness from seeing them feel enjoyment from 
my efforts. I feel joy in writing. I’d do it even if no 
one ever read it. I get happiness knowing people 
do.

So, what is my goal in quarantine? Love my 
family. Reach out to friends. Write to positively 
influence others. Finish my book, “Carbon Hill.” 
Spend more time in prayer and contemplation. My 
plate is as full as my heart.

What about you?
How many times have you wanted to do some-

thing, but you complain you have no time? How 
often have you thought you’d just like to have a lit-
tle time to yourself, or just a moment of peace and 
quiet? Sheltering in place can make those wishes 
come true.

You know me as a weekly columnist, but I’m also 
an author. In fact, I think of myself as an author 
that also writes a column, and not the other way 
around. I need to get busy and finish my fifth book.

I’m told that Shakespeare wrote King Lear while 
in quarantine for the plague. When I first heard 
that, I laughed and thought, as an author, hearing 
that is a lot of pressure. But then again, No pres-
sure. I’m just a storyteller. I need to dig in and 
finishing telling the story of the Tallman brothers 

and “Carbon Hill.”
Make positive decisions during 

quarantine and put them into action!
Why waste time? What is that proj-

ect you’ve always wanted to complete? 
Get moving! Write a book, build the 
model, complete the puzzle, write 
some letters, renew contact with those 
you’ve lost contact with. Explore the 
possibilities, then act!

And I do understand that some of you are afraid. 
I think we all harbor some level of fear and that’s 
normal. Work to turn your fear into healthy cau-
tion and follow all the guideline for remaining safe.

And for some of you who have a loved one who is 
sick, or you are not well, I’m praying for you now 
and I encourage others to do the same. Want me 
to pray for you or a friend or loved one by name? 
Send me an email or snail mail and I will do so. I 
won’t post it here, but my phone number is on my 
Web page. It’s easy to find. If you want me to pray 
with you, give me a call. And for those of you who 
don’t believe in the power of prayer, please accept 
my positive thoughts for you as I pray for you. 

To pray is a decision I make personally. You 
don’t have to do the same. I had a young student 
who said, “I don’t believe in God or prayer ... so 
will you pray for me?” I prayed for her until her 
crisis passed. (Let the contradiction of her ques-
tion sink in ...)

This too shall pass.
I don’t know what’s in store for us over the next 

few weeks and months. I’m not a health care work-
er or government official. All I’m certain of is that 
this isn’t the end of the world. This too, shall pass. 
The world will survive. I also understand that the 
death toll is high and growing. Just remember, if 
you shelter in place, the odds of you getting sick 
are minuscule. And if you are sick and remain in 
place, you won’t pass it to others. I think this will 
fit into the category of “Do good. Be good.”

Turn your fear and boredom into positive pro-
ductivity during quarantine. Decide to make the 
most of this time and find both happiness and joy 
in doing something you have always wanted to do.

Stay healthy. Don’t be afraid.
I’m praying for you.�  
 
Gary W. Moore is a freelance columnist, speaker 

and author of three books including the award-win-
ning, critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @GaryWMoore721 
and at www.garywmoore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY
 HARDSCAPE 

RETAINING WALLS
CHIMNEY REPAIR

PATIOS 
FOUNDATION CRACKS
PRESSURE WASHING

WATER PROOFING
CORD WOOD

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
DELIVERY OF  
AGGREGATE

Masonry

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Gutters
Need New Gutters...

Look No Further!
50% OFF

GUTTER GUARDS 
or

FREE 
SPRING CLEANING

With gutter installation AND mention 
of this ad. Limit one per house, per 

customer. Limited time offer.

GARY’S GUTTERS
Installation, Cleaning, Repairs

508-353-2279

WASTE REMOVAL

TRUCKING INC.

• Residential • Commercial  
• Hauling • Recycling  

• Demolition • Transfer Station

Northbridge, MA 
508-234-2920

tomberkowitztruckinginc.com

TOM BERKOWITZ~Est. 1980~

Peter Giles  
28 Years Experience

Custom Homes • Additions • Garages 
Remodeling • Decks

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Wood & Tile 
Flooring • Roofing • Siding • Windows

MA: 508-450-3913 
Email: Gilescontractingllc@yahoo.com 

Licensed & Insured in MA & CT
www.allconstructionneeds.com

Builder Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

for more information or for a free estimate
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Black Diamond 
Lawn Care

Professional work  
at prices beating  
the competition!

Cleanups
Mowing •Plowing

Mulching
Hedge Trimming

Patios, Etc…
Seth Goudreau
774.402.4694

blackdiamondlandscaping.com

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Experienced & Ambitious

Lawn Care

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Paul Giles
Home Remodeling 
& Kitchen Cabinets
 * Kitchen & Bathroom  
  Remodeling
 * New Additions
 * Window & Door   
  Replacement
 * Decks
 * Ceramic Tile
  Hardwood Flooring
 * Custom Made 
  Kitchen Cabinets
 * Cabinet Refacing 
 * Interior Painting

Licensed & Insured 
508.949.2384
860.933.7676

Construction
CHIMNEYS & 

MASONRY
Chimney 

Cleanings
ONLY $99
-FREE Estimates-

$50 OFF 
Chimney Caps 

or Masonry Work
All kinds of masonry 
work, waterproofing 
& relining. All types 
of construction & 

carpentry, foundation 
and chimney repair, new 
roofs, and stonewalls!
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 4/30/20. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
log cabin  

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550
Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Black Beauty Top

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Custom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Power Washing 
Carpentry

SPRING SPECIAL 
BOOK NOW & SAVE
• FREE ESTIMATES • 

• FULLY Insured • 
• Reasonable Rates •

Rich O’Brien 
Painting

28 Years Of Experience

(508)248-7314

Central 
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C

25 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUDD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • 1200 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Qualified Contractor

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Great with old, 
messy wiring

CERTIFIED  
MASTER  

ELECTRICIAN

Independently 
 owned & operated

413-544-8355
jamesbutlerelectric.com

Insured & Licensed 
#21881-A

Electrician

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

RoofingROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

Civil Engineering 
Associates

• Title 5 
 Inspections
• Perc and 
 Septic Designs
• Site Plans 
 and Drainage

Over 40 years
in Business

413-246-9804

Engineering

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control
Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
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Norman F. Sampson, 85
BROOKFIELD/ NORTH 

BROOKFIELD- Norman F. 
Sampson, 85, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, March 29, 
2020, at home surrounded by his 
loving family after a period of 
declining health. 

Norman was born in North 
Brookfield, the son of Henry 
and Mildred (Terrio) Sampson 
and spent his childhood in New 
Braintree, MA before joining the 
Marine Corps at the age of 18.

He leaves behind his devot-
ed wife of 62 years, Shirley M. 
(Kowal) Sampson; 3 children 
Lori Davis and husband Rick, 
Kim VanGerven and husband 
Virgil, and Thomas Sampson 

and his significant other Susie Shea; 8 grand-
children Timothy Canada, Jennifer Fitzgibbons, 
Richard Davis III, Ashley Catino, Chelsea 
Topolewski, Lydia Hubacz, Emily Sampson and 
Joshua Sampson; 6 great grandchildren Caden, 
Abigail, Bentley, Felix, Alexander, and London. 
He was also proud to learn that his seventh great 
grandchild will be born in August.

While raising their family in North Brookfield, 
Norman’s careers spanned from brick mason to 

truck driver and always a Marine. 
He was active in the Marine 
Corps League, their annual Toys 
for Tots Campaign, as well as the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

He will always be remembered 
as a man whose greatest loves 
were his wife and family. He 
devoted his life to their happiness 
and he has left each family mem-
ber with many special memories. 

The family would like to thank the staff at 
Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Care Center 
and Overlook Hospice Services. Special thanks to 
Laura’s Guardian Angels Amanda, Stephanie and 
Nicole for the exceptional, loving care they gave 
Norman so he could remain at home.

Funeral services will be private. Burial with 
full Military Honors will be in Walnut Grove 
Cemetery in North Brookfield A celebration of 
Norman’s life will be held at a later date. Semper 
Fi. In lieu of flowers donations may be made in 
his name to the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation 
Gift Processing Administrator 18251 Quantico 
Gateway Dr.Triangle, VA 22172. Pillsbury Funeral 
Home 44 Gilbert St. North Brookfield is directing 
arrangements. 

Robert William Brewer,70
B A R R E /

H E N N I C K E R , N H - 
Robert William 
Brewer,70, passed 
away on April 1,2020 
following a recent ill-
ness.Rob was born on 
November 22, 1949 and 
grew up in Barre, MA.  
He spent his summers 

with his aunt and uncles on the fam-
ily farm, known locally as The Daunt 
Farm.  Those memories were some of 
his most cherished, and instilled in him 
his love of cows, baseball, farming and 
a simple way of life.Rob was an incred-
ibly hard worker and his love for the 
lumber industry started at just 14 years 
old while working after school nail-
ing pallets for Dave McNiven in Barre.  
One day Dave asked Rob if he wanted 
to go logging with him and the rest 
is history.Rob graduated from Barre 
High School in June 1967, continuing 
his employment at The Allen Foundry 
until he was drafted into the United 
States Army in June 1969.  Rob complet-
ed basic training in Fort Dix, NJ.  He 
married his “best girl”, Barbara (Rich) 
of Winchester, NH in December and 
left for Fort Sill,OK days later.  Barbara 
soon followed, driven by Rob’s broth-
er Steve in Rob’s 1964 Chevy Biscayne 
with no windshield wipers (in January!) 
and a portable record player on her lap 
the whole way.  Rob left a pregnant 
Barb for the Republic of South Vietnam 
in June 1970 and was stationed in Da 
Nang, one of the most important port 
cities.  Working primarily in shipping 
and transportation Rob quickly rose to 
the class of Sergeant, E-5 in an unprece-
dented amount of time.  The Red Cross 
notified Rob that his son was born that 
December of 1970, four days after his 
birth.  Upon discharge from the Army 
Rob was awarded the National Defense 
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 

Vietnam Campaign Medal, Combat 
Action Ribbon, and the Bronze Star 
Medal for exemplary meritorious ser-
vice.  Upon his return home in May 1971, 
Rob worked at the Wood Flour Mill in 
Winchester, NH before finding his way 
to Cersosimo Lumber in Brattleboro, 
VT.  He continued to work in the lumber 
and logging industry, including owning 
his own lumber business, right up to his 
death. Rob was a well-respected man in 
the lumber business and was known 
for his unorthodox management style 
and vast knowledge of everyone and 
everywhere lumber related.  Rob devot-
ed his life to working and it is what 
brought him peace.  The only thing 
more important to Rob than work was 
family and he leaves his wife of 50 years 
Barbara, his son Jim and his partner 
Judy and her son James, his daughter 
Meghan, and his three granddaughters, 
Jade, Rhiannon and Ella, who were 
the absolute light and joy of his life. 
Rob also leaves his beloved brothers, 
Brad, Phil, John and Steve as well as 
their respective families which includes 
many nieces and nephews.  He is pre-
deceased by his Mother Agnes (Daunt), 
Father Herbert, and sister Elizabeth 
Minkler.We would also like to note 
that Rob recently celebrated 43 years 
of continuous sobriety with the help 
of the Alcoholics Anonymous Program 
and his faith in God.  Following the 
12 A.A. Traditions, Rob mentored and 
sponsored hundreds of fellow alcoholics 
and addicts seeking recovery.  His story 
and example allowed many to main-
tain their own life of sobriety.  A pri-
vate Christian burial will take place in 
St.Josephs Cemetery in Barre  and a cel-
ebration of life will be forthcoming.  The 
family requests no flowers and that any 
donations be made in Rob’s name to the 
charity of your choice. Arrangement 
are in the care of Pillsbury Funeral 
Home 96 S. Barre Rd. Barre, MA 

A. Lorraine (Cobb) Barlow,94
LEICESTER- A. 

Lorraine (Cobb) 
Barlow,94, died peace-
fully on Sunday, April 
5th. in her home. She 
was the wife of Robert 
T. Barlow who died in 
2018.

She leaves her son 
Edward C. Barlow 

and his wife Sheila of Leicester, her 
daughter Linda D. McKeen of Oakham, 
4 grandchildren; Michael and Timothy 
McKeen of Oakham, Andrea Dagostino 
of Leicester and Jason Barlow of 
Templeton, 8 great grandchildren; 
Britney, Shaye, Johnathon, Laryssa, 
Nik, Tony, Hunter and Sawyer.

Lorraine was a cafeteria worker for 
the Leicester School System for many 
years before retiring  in 1981. She pre-

viously  was a longtime sales clerk at 
Filenes Dept. Store in Worcester.

Born in Worcester, she was the daugh-
ter of Dennis and Blanche (David) Cobb 
and later graduated from the former 
Commerce High School in Worcester.

She was a longtime member and 
communicant of St. Aloysius-St. Jude 
Church in Leicester. She volunteered 
for meals on wheels and the FISH 
Program in Leicester.

At her request, no funeral services 
are planned. In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to Overlook Hospice, 
88 Masonic Home Rd., Charlton, MA 
01507.

The Morin Funeral Home, 1131 Main 
St., Leicester is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

In Loving Memory
Gary S. Couture

3/15/57 ~ 4/12/17
Missing You

Love, 
your family and friends

OBITUARIES
Dorothy Chisholm, 83

NORTH BROOKFIELD- Dorothy 
Chisholm, 83, passed away peacefully 
on March 30,2020.

Dorothy was born in Spencer, MA 
the daughter of William and Beatrice 
Robator.  She leaves her daughter Candy 
Spencer and her husband Jeffrey of 
West Brookfield; son Timothy Chisholm 
and his wife Tammi of Gilbertville; a 
sister Elinor Gordon and her husband 
Jack (John); a brother James Robator 
and his wife Madeline; several grand-
children and great grandchildren.  She 

is predeceased by her son William 
Chisholm who passed in 2017 and is 
survived by his wife Karen.  

She worked at the North Brookfield 
Saving Bank for many years until she 
retired. Dorothy was a member of St. 
Josephs Church in North Brookfield.   

A celebration of Dorothy’s life will be 
held at a later date. Burial will be in St. 
Josephs Cemetery in North Brookfield. 
Pillsbury Funeral Home 44 Gilbert 
St. North Brookfield is in charge of 
arrangements.

Jeffrey P. Raskett, 57
North Brookfield - Jeffrey P. Raskett, 

57, of North Brookfield, passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
at home.

He leaves his wife, Denise E. (Lemire) 
Raskett and his dog and loving compan-
ion Aya.  He was born in Worcester son 
of the late Gerald and Carolyn (Carlson) 
Raskett of Rutland. 

Jeffrey worked as a Truck Driver 

before retiring in 2016.
He was a member of Member of the 

North Brookfield Sportsmen’s Club. 
There are no services scheduled.  

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assisting 
his family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com. 

Jessie James Robideau, 30
Jessie James 

Robideau, age 30, of 
Spencer MA passed 
away on March 31, 
2020 after a short, but 
courageous battle with 
cancer. Jessie was 
born in Leominster, 
MA on February 26, 
1990, son of Christine 

Robideau and David Yates, grandson of 
Myrtle and James Robideau who helped 
raise him.

Jessie was survived by his loving wife, 
Ashlyn Robideau, two sons, Maddox 4 
and Finnley 2.   A Brother and Sister, 
several aunts and uncles, cousins and 
nieces and nephews.

Jessie married Ashlyn Marie 

Arsenault, formerly of Leominster, MA 
on August 16, 2014.

  Jessie cherished the time he spent 
with the love of his life, Ashlyn and 
sweet babies Maddox and Finnley, 
going away on weekends just to swim 
in hotels, he loved going camping which 
is where he met his beloved wife. He 
enjoyed playing video games with his 
many best friends, talking about sports 
with co-workers he loved (Go West 
Ham!) and most of all he loved spending 
time with his kids, whether it be snug-
gling in bed, playing outside, wrestling 
or just sitting and reading and helping 
them with puzzles.

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date.

S O U T H B R I D G E - 
Ernest E. LaCroix, 95, 
of Roger St., passed 
away on Sunday, April 
5th, in Harrington 
Memorial Hospital, 
Southbridge, after an 
illness.

His wife and love 
of his life, Janice A. 

(Lachapelle) LaCroix, passed away in 
2009.   His son, Ernest E. LaCroix, Jr., 
passed away in 2009.  He leaves his step 
daughters, Sharon Rust of Southbridge, 
Linda Legere and her husband Ron of 
Sturbridge and Laurie Meehan and her 
husband Dennis of Southbridge; his step 
son, Michael Pontbriand and his wife 
Cindy of Lecanto, FL; his seven grand-
children, LoriAnne Bernier and her 
husband Mark of N. Grosvenordale, CT., 
Jaime Cagle and her husband Michael 
of Tucson, AZ, Joshua Roy and his wife 
Rona of Sturbridge, Stephanie Kaferlein 
and her husband Matthew of Spencer, 
Dennis Meehan III and his wife Sarah 
of Southbridge, Christopher Meehan of 
Sturbridge and Michael Pontbriand, Jr. 
of Lecanto, FL; 7 great grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews.  He was 
predeceased by several brothers and 
sisters.   He was born in Southbridge 
the son of William and Rozilda (Benoit) 
LaCroix.   Ernest was a US Army 

Veteran of World War 
II, serving in the 82nd 
Airborne Division in 
the European Theatre.  
He was a recipient of 
the Purple Heart.

Ernest was a Postal 
Carrier for the US 
Postal Service in 
Southbridge for 30 
years, retiring in 1986.  He was a mem-
ber of the Leonide J. Lemire post 6055 of 
the VFW in Southbridge.   He was also 
a member of the National Association 
of Letter Carriers.   Ernest enjoyed 
going out to eat, loved Coney Island, 
and trying different restaurants with 
his daughters. He loved traveling and 
enjoying the beach, especially Maine 
and Florida with his wife.  The greatest 
joy in his life was his wife, their chil-
dren and grandchildren.

Due to current health restrictions 
his graveside service in Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, Southbridge will be private. 
There are no calling hours.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to the American Cancer Society, 
30 Speen St., Framingham, MA 01701.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, is direct-
ing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Ernest E. LaCroix, 95

Jeanne A. Ford
SOUTHRBIRDGE- 

Jeanne A. (Hebert) 
Ford, 87, went on to 
be with her Lord and 
Savior, Jesus, on 
Saturday, April 4th, 
in the Harrington 
Memorial Hospital, 
Southbridge, after a 
long illness.

Her husband, Russell N. Ford, 
passed away in 2011. She leaves her 
three sons,  Glenn Ford and his wife 
Michelle of Eastford, CT, David Ford 
and his wife Deborah of Thompson, CT, 
and Scott Ford and his wife Heather 
of Southbridge; her six daughters, 
Deborah Morrison and her husband 
David of Southbridge, Paula Addington 
and her husband Eugene of Hereford, 
AZ, Sandra Benoit of Conway, SC, 
Susan Robidas of Thompson, CT, Jayne 
Lefebvre and her husband Richard of 
Huntingdon, Que., Canada, and Lynn 
Miller and her husband Bernard of 
Wake Forest, NC; her sister, Irene 
Isabelle Vasquez of Rochdale, MA; 
23 grandchildren; 36 great grandchil-
dren; 4 great great grandchildren; 
many nieces and nephews; along with 
many many friends.   She was born in 
Southbridge the daughter of Hormidas 

and Emelia (Mongeau) Hebert.   After 
retiring Jeanne and Russell lived in 
Maine for 16 years before moving back 
to Southbridge several years ago.

Jeanne worked at the American 
Optical Co. in Southbridge for almost 
thirty years, retiring many years ago.  
Jeanne above all loved her Lord Jesus 
Christ and her family.  She was a devot-
ed member of the Greenville Baptist 
Church in Rochdale.  When she lived in 
Maine she was a member of the Red Hat 
Society and Living Waters Assembly 
of God.   She enjoyed sewing and read-
ing.   She was also very fond of the 
Hallmark Channel movies, especially 
the Christmas movies, for Christmas 
was her favorite time of year. 

Due to the current health restrictions 
her graveside service in the Worcester 
Memorial Park, Paxton, will be held at 
a later date.  There are no calling hours.

In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to the American Cancer Society, 
30 Speen St., Framingham, MA 01710 or 
to The Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. 
Box 758516, Topeka, KS 66675-8516.

The Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home, 
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, is direct-
ing arrangements.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Additional Obituaries, see page A-17
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS 
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – After Gov. Charlie 
Baker extended the statewide closure 
of schools to May 4, students and teach-
ers continue to find ways to sustain 
learning.

For Spencer-East Brookfield Regional 
School District Superintendent Paul 
Haughey and his staff, creating remote 
learning opportunities has been a 
major focus in recent weeks. Utilizing 
a combination of Web sites, email 
resources, Google Classroom, Quizlet 
Live, and other online platforms, teach-
ers throughout the district are keeping 
the assignments coming while school 

is out.
“The Spencer-East Brookfield 

Regional School District remains com-
mitted to supporting our students 
and their families during this school 
closure,” read a March 30 statement 
released jointly by Haughey and Peter 
Bogren, the president of the Spencer-
East Brookfield Teachers’ Association. 
“Since our schools closed on Monday, 
March 16, we have been supporting our 
students’ learning needs by providing 
district-based resources on our web-
site.” 

In addition to these resources, district 
leaders will continue to provide sup-
plemental learning activities promoted 
by the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education’s remote learning 
recommendations.

For students across the district, who 
abruptly saw nearly two months’ worth 
of tests, projects, essays, and homework 
suspended indefinitely, life without 
school has been a challenging adjust-
ment. The absence of sports and other 
extracurricular activities has affected 
students at all levels. Even the simple 
routine of seeing friends every day has 
been taken away.

“I think that students probably miss 
the social piece of school,” said David 
Prouty High School math teacher Keith 
Servant. “I reached out to all of my 
students via Google Classroom and 
email, and asked them to respond with 

a return email to let me know how they 
are doing.”

Teachers at all of the district’s schools 
are working to ensure that families are 
connected to academic opportunities 
during the break.

“Our administrators and teachers 
continue to work remotely and are 
available to support their students and 
their families,” read the joint statement 
issued to parents. “You will receive, if 
you haven’t already, a school message/
call from your child’s school informing 
you about the best way to communicate 
with your child’s principal and teachers 
during this time.”

All four schools in the district contin-
ue to develop online learning activities 
tailored to each grade level. Individual 
schools are making activities available 
across all subject content areas, includ-
ing art, music, and physical education. 

“Our goal is to provide our students 
and their families with some engaging 
activities and opportunities that will 
help provide some sense of normalcy 
during this challenging time,” the joint 
statement read. “For students and fam-
ilies that are able, we highly encour-
age you to work on the activities and 
opportunities that are made available 
to you.”

The standard method of grading 
assignments will be suspended during 
this time. Instead, teachers will con-
centrate on providing feedback to stu-
dents, Haughey said. If the remainder 
of the school year is canceled by state 
officials, SEBRSD leaders hope to even-
tually move toward a “credit/no credit” 
grading system. 

“As we continue to navigate this 
ever-changing situation, we want you 
to know that we remain committed to 
supporting all students and families,” 
the joint statement read. “There are 
sure to be many questions in the com-
ing days and weeks, and we will be here 
to answer them. We will remain con-
nected and keep our school community 
safe, healthy, and strong.”

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
7:24 a.m.: ambulance (Pine 

Street), assisted; 11:36 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Towtaid Street), transported; 
2:13 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 3:30 p.m.: fire/spill/leak 
(Paxton Street), no action required; 
3:54 p.m.: disturbance (Paxton Street), 
dispersed group; 4:14 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street, Spencer), trans-
ported to hospital; 4:57 p.m.: stolen 
mv (Auburn Street), report taken; 9:07 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
11:50 a.m.: ambulance (Soojians 

Drive), name and address redacted 
from police log, op w/license revoked 
as habitual traffic offender, use of 
mv w/out authority, citation issued; 
1:43 p.m.: assault & battery w/dan-
gerous weapon (Soojians Drive), 
report taken; 1:47 p.m.: residential 
b&e (Oakwood Lane), report taken; 
2:12 p.m.: mutual aid (Pleasant Street, 
Paxton), transported to hospital; 2:34 
p.m.: property found (Flagg Drive), ser-
vices rendered; 3:20 p.m.: fire/brush/
grass (Paxton Street), no service; 3:25 
p.m.: fire/chimney (Paxton Street), 
no action required; 3:44 p.m.: welfare 
check (Stafford Street), services ren-
dered; 3:47 p.m.: investigation (Auburn 
Street), services rendered; 5:20 p.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 6:02 p.m.: ambulance (Soojians 
Drive), transported; 6:03 p.m.: family 
problem (Siani Road), report taken; 
9:37 p.m.: ambulance (Pine Street), 
transported; 9:47 p.m.: welfare check 
(Pine Ridge Drive), report taken; 10:01 
p.m.: ambulance (Sabina Circle), trans-
ported.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
9:54 a.m.: disabled mv (Earle Street), 

assisted; 11:37 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(McNeil Highway), no action required; 
2:11 p.m.: trespassing (Salminen 
Drive), no action required; 3:04 p.m.: 
fire/brush/grass (Paxton Street), no 
action required; 3:43 p.m.: malicious 
mischief (South Main Street), gone 
on arrival; 4:03 p.m.: investigation 
(Soojians Drive), services rendered; 
5:05 p.m.: erratic operation (Stafford 
Street), no action required; 7:45 p.m.: 
ambulance (Staford Street), transport-
ed; 7:50 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 
Street), transported; 8:36 p.m.: suspi-
cious person (Parker Street), unable to 
locate; 9:14 p.m.: investigation (Boyd 
Street), services rendered; 9:35 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), inves-
tigated; 9:45 p.m.: malicious mischief 
(Mannville Street), investigated.

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
3:40 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 4:14 
a.m.: ambulance (Howard Terrace), 
transported; 4:48 a.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 11:27 a.m.: restraining order 
service (Pleasant Street), unable to 
serve; 1:28 p.m.: investigation (Wilson 
Avenue, Spencer), unfounded; 5:16 
p.m.: assist citizen (Mannville Street), 
report taken; 10:41 p.m.: welfare check 
(Parker Street), services rendered.

MONDAY, MARCH 30
12:27 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 

Street), services rendered; 6:31 
a.m.: ambulance (Hemlock Street), 
transported; 7:08 a.m.: ambulance 
(Cricklewood Drive), transported; 8:25 
a.m.: fire/CO detector (Pleasant Street), 
services rendered; 10:49 a.m.: debris in 
road (Main Street), referred; 12:27 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Main Street); 2:10 p.m.: 
investigation (South Main Street), ser-
vices rendered; 3:28 p.m.: investigation 
(Auburn Sreet), services rendered; 3:50 

p.m.: investigation (Auburn Street), 
services rendered; 7:51 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Henshaw Street), transported.

TUESDAY, 	 MARCH 31
2:28 a.m.: ambulance (Pine Street), 

transported; 3:38 p.m.: ambulance 
(Hemlock Street), transported; 9:14 
p.m.: suspicious activity (Pleasant 
Street), investigated;10:04 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Pine Street), transported.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1
9:53 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 12:39 
p.m.: erratic operatio (Soojians Drive), 
citation issued; 4:01 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Main Street), report taken; 8:45 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), gone on 
arrival; 10:13 p.m.: ambulance (Auburn 
Street), transported; 11:53 p.m.: acci-
dent (Henshaw Street), report taken.

# # #

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25
12:20 a.m.: medical/general (Elm 

Street); 12:39-1:27 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 6:22 a.m.: disabled mv 
(Charlton Road), assisted; 9:41 a.m.: 
commercial alarm (Maple Street), 
services rendered; 10:16 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), misdial; 11:38 
a.m.: medical/general (Main street); 
12:23 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 12:28 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), Harrington CT down; 1:28 p.m.: 
school alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 2:13 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Lincoln Street), assisted; 2:27 p.m.: 
disturbance (Bay Path Road), family 
issue; 2:28 p.m.: officer wanted (Wm. 
Casey Road), tenant issue; 2:41 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Dale Street), unautho-
rized oil delivery; 4:44 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Meadow Road), loose dog; 
6:12 p.m.: medical/general (Northwest 
Road); 6:30 p.m.: medical/general 
(Church Street); 6:34 p.m.: disturbance 
(Wall Street), neighbor dispute; 6:55 
p.m.: abandone 911 call (G.H. Wilon 
Road), open line; 7:08 p.m.: gas odor 
(Meadow Road), services rendered; 
7:38 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Paxton 
Road), misdial; 7:50 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Church Street), welfare check; 8:08 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Bacon Hill 
Road), no contact; 9:23 p.m.: medical/
general (Jolicoeur Avenue).

THURSDAY, MARCH 26
12:21-1:14 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:36 a.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), mv vs deer; 5:40 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Mechanic Street), 
noise complaint; 8:01 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Mechanic Street), re: COVID-19; 
8:46 a.m.: suspicious persons (Prospect 
Street), info taken; 9:04 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Mechanic Street), re: prisoner 
release; 9:25 a.m.: 911 call (Meadow 
Road), open line; 9:58 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), Harrington CT 
down; 10:18 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 10:22 a.m.: 
school alarm (Main Street), services 
rendered; 10:31 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Browning Pond Road), missing dog; 
10:59 a.m.: suspicious persons (Delude 
Avenue), info taken; 11:14 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Town House Court), wel-
fare check; 11:29 a.m.: entire incident 
redacted from police log; 11:31 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Chestnut Street), 
dead squirrel in road; 11:40 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Prospect Street), welfare 
check; 11:42 a.m.: FID card issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 11:43 a.m.: mul-
tiple LTC issued/5 (West Main Street), 
assisted; 11:53 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Bay Path Road), spoken to; 1:37 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), attempted 
suicide by mv; 1:48 p.m.: disturbance 
(Mechanic Street), family issue; 1:53 

p.m.: abandoned 911 call (East Charlton 
Road), no emerency; 2:04 p.m.: 209A 
service (Pleasant Street); 3:36 p.m.: mv 
lockout (Main Street), assisted; 3:45 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
4:05 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), info taken; 4:16 p.m.: distur-
bance (Grove Street), domestic dis-
pute; 4:35 p.m.: parking complaint 
(Irving Street), services rendered; 5:20 
p.m.: accident (Meadow Road), report 
taken; 5:45 p.m.: fire alarm (Pleasant 
Stret), services rendered; 5:52 p.m.: 
disturbance (Grove Street), neighbor 
dispute; 7:36 p.m.: missing person/
juvenile (School Street), info taken; 
7:56 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Briarcliff 
Lane), no contact; 8:13 p.m.: 911 call 
(Bay Path Road), non-emergency; 8:45 
p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), req 
building check; 10:32-10:33 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 11:44 p.m.: elder-
ly matter (Lincoln Street), spoken to.

FRIDAY, MARCH 27
12:13-12:42 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:48 a.m.: fire/woods/grass 
(Bacon Hill Road), sm. brush fire; 1:44-
1:49 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
2:20 a.m.: suspicious mv (Pleasant 
Street), investigated; 2:22-2:32 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 4:47 a.m.: 
medical/general (Church Street); 6:50 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), req. 
transport; 7:50 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Temle Street), accidental; 8:25 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Main Street), dog 
killed chickens; 8:28 a.m.: officer want-
ed (North Spencer Road), mvs park-
ing on grass; 1:07 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), Harrington CT down; 
1:44 p.m.: intelligence/criminal (West 
Main Street), info taken; 2:25 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Chestnu Street), unwanted 
party; 2:40 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 3:44 p.m.: 
disturbance (Bay Path Road), family 
issue; 3:51 p.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), mental health issue; 6:06 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Mechanic Street), 
cat in tree; 6:56 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Route 49), assisted; 7:15 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Hastings Road), spoken to; 
7:58 p.m.: school alarm (Main Street), 
services rendered; 8:21 p.m.: buildng 
checked, secure; 8:26 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Park Street), investigated; 8:39 
a.m.: officer wanted (Franklin Street), 
services rendered; 8:46 p.m.: medical/
general (Clark Street); 10:15 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Grove Street); 10:27-10:28 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 10:48 
p.m.: officer wanted (South Spencer 
Road), family issue; 11:34 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Dale Street), info taken.

SATURDAY, MARCH 28
12:04-12:19 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:23 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), investigated; 12:32 a.m.: builid-
ng checked, secure; 12:35 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Howe Road), info taken; 
12:52-2:17 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 8:15 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Browning Pond Road), loose puppy; 
8:53 a.m.: officer wante (Grove Street), 
internet scam; 1:14 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Williams Drive), no emergency; 
1:29 p.m.: animal complaint (Pleasant 
Street), raccoon in yard; 1:37 p.m.: 
officer wanted (East Charlton Road), 
info taken; 1:46 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Mechanic Street), property dispute; 
2:27 p.m.: officer wanted (Bay Path 
Road), retrieval/belongins; 2:47 p.m.: 
officer waned (Grove Street), m/f dis-
pute; 3:15 p.m.: disturbance (Sullivan 
Street), m/f dispute; 3:54 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), license plate 
found; 7:12 p.m: fire alarm (Kitteridge 
Road), services rendered; 7:34 p.m.: 
medical/general (Clark Terrace); 7:49-
10:50 p.m.: buildings checked, secure.

SUNDAY, MARCH 29
12:18 a.m.: officer wanted (West 

Main Street), Harrington CT down; 
1:23 a.m.: mutual aid (South Spencer 
Road), domestic dispute; 2:07-2:41 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 3:11 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
Harrington CT down; 4:55 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Maple Street); 7:40 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Main Street), spoken 
to; 9:00 a.m.: officer wanted (South 
Spencer Road), debris fell from bridge; 
11:08 a.m.: medical/general (Donnelly 
Road), lift assit; 1:12 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Ash Street), rabid raccoon; 2:25 
p.m.: officer wanted (Maple Street), 
info taken; 2:39 p.m.: lost/found (West 
Main Street), trailer plate lost; 4:50 
p.m.: officer wanted (Pleasant Street), 
rep. harassment; 6:12 p.m.: medical/
general (Grove Street); 7:18 p.m. officer 
wanted (West Main Street), info taken; 
8:45-8:59 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:39 p.m.: medical/general 
(Jolicoeur Avenue.

MONDAY, MARCH 30
2:39-3:05 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 9:15 a.m.:commercial alarm 
(Meadow Road), services rendered; 
9:23 a.m.: medical/general (Duggan 
Street); 10:05 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Grove Street), neighbor complaint; 
11:21 a.m.: lost/found (Northwest 
Road), mv plate found; 11:49 a.m.: 
juvenile matter (Paxton Road), youths 
disturbing neirhborhood; 12:01 p.m.: 
illegal dumping (Greenville Street), 
mattress/side of road; 1:52 p.m.: intel-
ligence/criminal (West Main Street), 
road rage incident; 1:53 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Jolicoeur Avenue); 3:21 
p.m.: officer wanted (Grove Street), 
unwanted party; 3:45 p.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 4:38 p.m.: 
elderly matrer (Lincoln Street), spo-
ken to; 4:59 p.m.: officer wanted (Valley 
Street), family issue; 5:20 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), tenant issue; 
6:00 p.m.: animal complaint (Main 
Street), loose chickens; 8:10 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Jolicoeur Avenue), lift 
assist; 9:24 p.m.: suspicious mv (Main 
Street), info taken; 9:46 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure.

TUESDAY, MARCH 31
1:50-2:27 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:52 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), Harington CT down; 6:03 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (Main Street), 
investigated; 8:24 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), lost DL; 8:26 a.m.: DPW 
call (Sunset Lane), neighbor dumped 
ash in storm drain; 9:57 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Meadow Road), mal-
function; 10:19 a.m.: mv lockout (Main 
Street), assisted; 10:37 a.m.: disabled 
mv (West Main Street), assisted; 10:47 
a.m.: lost/found (West Main Street), DL 
lost; 10:55 a.m.: elderly matter (Lincoln 
Street), welfare check; 10:58 a.m.; ani-
mal complaint (Holmes Street), bark-
ing dog; 11:06 a.m.: fraud (Meadow 
Road), unauthorized c/c use; 3:02 p.m.: 
disabled mv (Water Street), assist-
ed; 4:45 p.m.: mv complaint (Paxton 
Road), speeding; 4:48 p.m.: mutual aid 
(Smithville Road), DCF req. check; 5:08 
p.m.: intelligence/criminal (West Main 
Street), info taken; 5:49 p.m.: elderly 
matter (Lincoln Street), lockout; 6:20 
p.m.: RV complaint (Clark Terrace), 
4-wheelers up/down street; 6:21 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Adams Street), wel-
fare check; 6:33 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Debbi Drive), dirt bikes in road; 7:25 
p.m.: medical/general (Cherry Street); 
9:18 p.m.: disturbance (Maple Street), 
neighbor complaint.

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
(508) 885-4405 • Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com  

Caitlin@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com  
or  Visit us on the web at attorneymichellemurray.com 

THE LAW OFFICE OF  
MICHELLE M. MURRAY, ESQ.

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, 

Child Support, Modifications, Adoptions, 
Guardianships, Real Estate, Estate Planning and 

Probating of Estates

188 MAIN STREET, SUITE ONE • SPENCER, MA 01562

Caitlin M. 
Magnan, Esq. 

Michelle M. 
Murray, Esq.

ATTORNEY

Professional Directory
To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Samantha’s
Therapeutic Massage

samanthastherapeuticmassage.abmp.com 
125 Main St., Spencer MA 01562 ~ (508)885-5200

Gift Certificates 

available online 

or in store

Put some “Spring”  
back in your step and

Book a massage

MASSAGE THERAPY

School district acclimates to impact of coronavirus
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WEBSTER LAKE – 9 Pebble Beach Rd! Middle Pond – Winter Cove! Private Peninsula Protected from the Storm 
– Safe Harbor! Custom 3,179’ 8 Rm Contemp Ready for Your Immediate Enjoyment! Grand Entry Foyer! Ideal Open 
Flr Plan w/Sky Lighted Cathedral Ceilings, Tall Windows & Hrdwd Flrs! Beautiful Applianced Custom Granite Kit w/
Center Isl! Formal Din, Fireplace Liv Rm w/Water/Estuary Views! 1st Flr Laundry! Second Floor Master Suite, Ideal 
Full Bath, Huge Walk-in Closet! 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full & 2 Half Baths! Walk-out Lower Level Fireplace Fam Rm! 
Buderus Oil Heat! C/Air! Oversized 2 Car Garage!  $779,900.00

WEBSTER – 14 Summit Street! Conveniently Located 8 Room, 4 Bedroom Cape! 
Featuring Newly Remodeled Stainless Steel Applianced Granite Eat-in Kitchen w/
Custom Cabinetry & Luxury Vinyl Plank Flooring! Formal Dining w/Hardwoods! 
Spacious Living Rm w/Hardwoods! 2 1st Floor Bedrooms w/Hardwoods! 
Newly Remodeled Full Tile Bath! 2nd Floor w/2 Bedrooms w/Hardwoods, 
Plenty of Closet & Storage Space! Updated Second Full Bath! Recently Oil 
Heat, Cast Iron Baseboard! Detached Garage! Corner Lot! $279,900.00 

OXFORD – 377 Main St! 9 Rm Center Hall Colonial! .59 Acre Corner Lot! Charm 
of Yesteryear! Eat-In Frplcd Granite Kit w/Updated Cabinets, Frplcd Din Rm w/
Built-in China Cabinet & Butler Closet! Gracious Foyer! Spacious Frplcd Liv 
Rm! Breezeway to a Home Office or an Unfinished Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm or 
Craft Rm! Sit on the Front Porch and Enjoy Morning Coffee or Evening Tea! Huge 
2-Car Garage w/Loft-Storage Area! Mature Tree Studded Yard! $349,000.00

DUDLEY – 9 Nellies Way! TOBIN FARM ESTATES! 10 Rm Colonial Set on 1.2 Acres! Applianced Dine-in Granite Kit! 3 
Season Sun Rm off Kit! Din Rm, 2 Story Fam Rm w/Pellet Stove, Bdrm, Full Bath w/Laundry & Gleaming Hrdwds Round Out 
1st Flr! 2nd Flr Features an Open Balcony to the Liv Rm! Plenty of Space for an Office, Playroom or Reading Area, Use Your 
Imagination! Master w/Tray Ceiling & 3 Closets! Master Bath w/Dual Sinks, Shower, Whirlpool Tub & Makeup Counter! 2 
Additional Bdrms & Full Bath! Huge Finished Walk-out Lower Level Perfect for Entertaining! Wet Bar w/Wine Cooler & 
Fridge! Half Bath w/Tile Flr! Irrigation! Shed! JD Riding Mower! Don’t Miss Out!  $469,900.00

 WOODSTOCK – 9 Fawn Ridge! 
Renovated 4 Rm Townhouse! New Granite 
Kit w/SS Appliances! Kit & Liv Rm w/Hrdwds! 
2 Comfortable Bdrms w/New Wall to Wall! 
New Full Bath! Freshly Painted Throughout! 
Lower Level w/Laundry & Storage, Able to 
Finish Additional Living Space! 2 Parking 
Spaces! $129,900.00

WEBSTER – 9 Lake Parkway! Extremely 
Conveniently Located just off Exit 1 of 
395! Loads of Potential! 6 Rm Cape! 
Applianced Kit! Din & Liv Rms w/Wall to 
Wall over Hrdwds! 3 Bdrms w/Hrdwds! 
1st Flr Bdrm w/Commode Closet! Recent 
Furnace! Recent Roof! $169,900.00

WEBSTER – 60 East Main St! Established Local Bakery & Delicatessen 
Specializing in Polish Foods being Sold with Building! Turn Key Business! 
Equipment to be Included with Sale! High Traffic Count! Ample Parking! 
Easy Access to Rear for Deliveries! Building also consists of a One and 
Two Bedroom Apartment! The Owner presently uses two rooms for his 
office and storage which could easily be added to the One bedroom 
Apartment! Building was Totally Renovated in 2010! $599,900.00

ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY - 7 – 9 West Street! Brick 4 Family plus a 2 Family! Side by 
Side! All with 5 Rooms and 2 Bedrooms! Gas Heat! All Separate Utilities! 
2 Car Detached Garage! The 4 Family with Beautiful Natural Woodwork! All 
Apartments are Empty and Work is Needed in Several Apartments! Excellent 
Potential! Will be a Good Investment for the Right One!  $399,900.00

SOLD

NEW LISTING

OXFORD – 10 Huguenot Rd! 8 Rm Colonial! 1.36 Acres! Country 
Setting! Country Kitchen w/Bay Window Overlooking Back Yard, 
Front to Back Living/Dining Rm w/French Doors to Deck! Office! Side 
Entry Breezeway! 3 Bdrms Plus a Study/Craft Rm on the 2nd Floor! 
1 Car Detached Garage w/Workshop! Easy Access to Shopping and 
Highways! $179,000.00

DUDLEY – 38 Pine St! 5 Rm Ranch! 
Original Owner! Quaint Eat-in Kit! 
Formal Din Rm! Spacious Liv Rm w/
New Picture Window! Fam Rm w/
Views to Private Back Yard! Mudrm! 
Huge Deck! Buderus Oil Heat! 2 Car 
Garage! New Septic! Vinyl Sided! Newer 
Windows! Solar Panels! $239,000.00

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

SHREWSBURY – Waterfront – Flint Pond w/Direct Boating Access to Lake Quinsigamond! The Qui-
et of Flint, All the Action of Quinsig! Privacy Galore on Sargents Island – 4.27 Acres – 2,000’ Water-
front! Beautiful Sunrises & Sunsets! Looking for a Getaway, Principal Residence or Second Home, 
Winters in Florida, Summers on the Island! Tons of Potential, Do a Little or Do a Lot! 4+ Rm, 1 Bdrm, 
1.5 Bath “A” Frame with the Ability to Finish the Walk-out Lower Level, add a Family Rm, Bdrm, Bath-
rm! Nature Abounds, Visited by Deer, Fox, Eagles & More! In Time for Summer! $599,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

ON DEPOSIT
DUDLEY – 132 Southbridge Rd! 5 Rm Bungalow! 2.21Acres! Enjoy Nature and 
Kayak right from your Backyard! Eat-in Kit w/Pantry! Frplcd Liv Rm w/Hrdwds 
& Bay Window! Din Rm or Fam Rm w/Hrdwds & Ceiling Fan! Full Tile Bath w/
Tub/Shower Combo! Master Bdrm w/Wall to Wall Carpet! Second Bdrm w/
Wall to Wall & Ceiling Fan! Walk-up Attic w/Potential for Additional Living 
Space! 3 Season Porch w/Natural Woodwork! Recent Roof! Recent Oil Steam 
Heat! New Septic & being Well Installed! Plenty of Parking! $179,900.00

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western 
Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rms, 6 Bdrms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! 
Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Formal Din Rm w/Cherry Hrdwds! Lake Facing Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, 
Cherry Hrdwds! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bdrm w/Full Bath, Cherry Hrdwds & 
Walk-in Closet! Frplcd Lower Level Fam Rm! 1st & 2nd Flr Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $1,199,900.00

NEW LISTING

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated
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111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – 
We’re Always Busy Selling!

Spring Special – List Your Home @ 4%

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Diane Strzelecki * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

  43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL! EXTREMELY UNIQUE 3.32 ACRE 
WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT PROPERTY! Charming, year-round, 2 
BR, 2 bath Ranch, located at the Southern most end of Webster Lake’s 
South Pond beyond Cedar Island!   Extremely private w/direct Lake ac-
cess.  The home offers a full finished LL w/walkout access, a screened-
in 18x20 patio,18x26  det’d  garage  &  8x8  storage  shed.  Park like 
grounds!  New Price $375,000

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER LAKE – 32 JACKSON RD

Featured New Listing!

WEBSTER - 8 MAPLE ST

2 Family - 1st Floor  6 Rooms, 3 bedrooms. 1 Full Bath, open 
Kitchen. Fully Applianced. New Carpeting, Hardwood Floors.  
2nd Floor - Open Kitchen with Gorgeous Kitchen Cabinets 
- 6 Rooms, 3 Bed, 1 Full Bath Hardwood Floors, New carpeting. 
Each Apartment has 1,200+ sq ft plus. Oil Heat. Off street parking. 
Town Water & Sewer, 3rd Story Unfinished.  $237,500.

SORRY, 
SOLD!

SORRY, 
SOLD!

Dudley - Marshall Terrace 12,000 +/- Sq, Ft. Possible po-
tential for a 2 family to be built! Town Water, Sewer, City Gas! 
Nice level lot. $70,000
Douglas-Mount Daniels Lot #2-2.5 Acres of flat land that abuts 
Douglas State Forest  $132,900  
Webster - Potential 6 Buildable Lots! Water/Sewer Access 
 $129,400.
Webster - 85 Upper Gore! View of the Lake. 1+ acre,artesian well, 
Septic Design,Etc.  $130,000
Oxford - 4 Leicester St. approx. 8.47 acres! River frontage! Highly 
possible to be subdivided.  $99,900

WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS WOODSTOCK, CT - 64 LYON HILL RD

 Estate like long paved driveway! 3158 Sq Ft Colonial! Geothermal 
built. Open floor plan, ash flooring throughout! Granite and s/s appli-
anced kitchen! Large master bedroom, coffered ceiling, master bath, 
W/Jetted tub! Walk in closets. Two car garage. Radiused catwalk on 
upper level! A walk up attic. Walk out lower level! The third garage is 
accessed from the lower level. Generator hookup. One beautiful prop-
erty!  assisted sale  $499,900.

WEBSTER LAND - COOPER RD

Potential from 10,000+ sq. ft. Lot. Need to be 
divided. Town Water/Sewer. Zoned Lake Res. 
$24,500. Each =  Total $49,000

2 BUILDABLE 
LOTS 

WEBSTER - 28 BLACK POINT RD
2019 CUSTOM BUILT WEBSTER LAKE (WATERFRONT ACCESSIBLE) CONTEM-
PORARY CAPE! Sunrise (E) & Sunset (W) Exposure!  2,600+- SF, 11 Rms, 3 BRS, 
Loft, & 2 Full Baths.  Open Flr Plan, Cathedral Ceilings, Stone-faced Fireplace, 
Upscale Gourmet Kitchen w/Huge Island, Sunny Breakfast Nook w/Built Ins,  For-
mal Dining, Office, Laundry Rm, Mudroom & Coat Closet, 2 Main Level BRs & Full 
Bath. 2nd Flr Private Master BR Suite w/Private Bath & Walk-in Closet! Central Air!  
Cavernous 1,500 SF+ Unfinished LL plumbed for a Bath, Oversized 2-3 Car Att’d 
Garage! Corner Lot, 12,599 SF (.29 Acre), of Land plus BOAT DOCK.   $699,900.

DUDLEY - 25 MARSHALL TER.
Custom Hip Roof Ranch! 1,480+- Sqft . One Level Living! 
Spacious Open Floor Plan. Combination Kitchen/Dining 
w/Breakfast Bar, Cooktop Range & Built -in Oven, 3 Large 
Bedrooms w/Large Double Door BR Closets, Walk-in 
Linen Closet, 1st Floor Laundry Room, Hardwood Floors, 
Ceramic Tile Bath w/Separate Bath Tub & Shower. Forced 
Hot Water Heat by Oil w/High End Cast Iron Baseboard! 
Recently Shingled Roof, 8’ X 10’ Screened Porch ~ Over-
looks Attractive, Level Landscaping ~ Provides an Abun-
dance of Privacy.  $274,900.

NEW TO MARKET ~ MOUNT DANIELS ESTATES!! 4 Bedroom Hip Roof Co-
lonial 2+ Private Acres!!  Beautiful Hardwood Floors + Lg Cabinet Packed Kitchen! 
1st flr  1/2 Bath & Laundry. Grand Living Room. Stone Fireplace! French Doors 
Welcome you to a 3 Season 14x18 Sun Room. 16 x 18 Deck, Cape Cod Shower! 
4 Bedrooms ~ Master W/Hardwd Floors, “Spa Like” Bathroom! 3 baths total. New 
High Efficiency Boiler & Hot Water Tank! Central Air $409,000  

DOUGLAS - 14 MOUNT DANIELS WAY      

REAL ESTATE

Athletes, 
coaches hold 
out hope for 
spring sports 

season
BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION – The clock is running short 

to get high school spring sports under-
way, but local athletes and coaches are 

holding out hope for a season.
Gov. Charlie Baker’s temporary state-

wide closure of public schools current-
ly runs through May 4. If schools are 
allowed to resume in the first week of 
May, the Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (MIAA) would 
likely be able to arrange a shortened 
schedule for all spring sports.

“If we can get back to school in early 
May, there would probably be a week-
long tryout period and then a shortened 
season,” said Leicester Interim Athletic 
Director David Stanick. “We want the 
kids to have a chance to play, especially 
our seniors. You feel so badly for the 
seniors – it would be terrible for them 
to lose their last year.”

With fields, gyms, and arenas closed 
throughout the state, spring sports 
athletes are working out from home 
and anxiously awaiting news from the 
state level. Under normal conditions, 
spring contests would be well under-
way by now, but baseball diamonds and 

lacrosse fields will remain shuttered 
throughout April.

School officials across the region 
thank athletes, coaches, parents, and 
administrators for their patience and 
understanding during this challenging 
time. With sports shut down nation-
wide – from youth sports to the pro-
fessionals – athletes can’t wait for the 
opportunity to get back on the field.

“This situation has been unprec-
edented for officials, administration, 
staff, and students,” said Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School Committee 
Chairman Jason Monette. “I feel awful 
for our seniors who look forward to 
this time of year. Senior year of sports, 
activities, and graduation are what 
make this last year so special.”

The MIAA has mulled several poten-
tial reduced postseason formats, includ-
ing having sectional championships 
only and canceling the statewide tour-
naments. Because MIAA regulations 
dictate that all spring sports contests 

must be completed by June 27, the win-
dow is closing fast to get games in. 

MIAA officials also have to take into 
consideration the possibility of inclem-
ent weather further reducing an already 
shortened schedule. With the flexibility 
of a normal schedule, a rainout can 
easily be made up – but a condensed 
schedule would make postponements 
even more challenging. 

Meanwhile, local school leaders 
and coaches are doing their best to 
stay in communication with athletes. 
Administrators thank their student-ath-
letes for the many sacrifices they have 
already made to promote social distanc-
ing.

“Times of hardship tend to show 
what people are made of,” Monette 
added. “This time of hardship has cer-
tainly shown what this district is made 
of. I couldn’t be more proud of our 
administration, staff, and students for 
doing what is needed to keep us all 
safe.”
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

NATHAN 
STEWART
Buying ~ Selling 

Relocating
Call today for a  

Market Analysis or 
Buyer Consultation

413.387.8608
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com
StewartandStewartHomes.com

HOME IS NOT A PLACE… 
IT'S A FEELING.

Buy with Confidence
Sell with Success

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

HOME IS NOT A PLACE… 

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

“WE SOLVE REAL ESTATE PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen  
(508) 400-0438  

Patrick Sweeney
 (774) 452-3578

www.ConradAllen.comDonna Morin Flannery, Realtor, ABR
415B Main St., Spencer, MA 01562
c: 508-612-6771 f: 508-885-6047
DonnaFlannery@ERAKey.com
www.donnaflannery.com

Key Realty
services

Diane Casey-Luong
774-239-2937

Dluong.realtor@gmail.com
Jo-Ann Szymczak 

774-230-5044
joannszymczack@gmail.com

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union Street

Worcester MA 01604

ARE YOU AN AMERICAN HERO?

•  TEACHERS, HEALTH CARE, ACTIVE AND  
 RETIRED MILITARY, POLICE, FIRE,  
 AND TEACHERS
•  WE HAVE A PROGRAM WITH INCENTIVES   
 IF YOU ARE BUYING OR SELLING –  
 CALL FOR DETAILS Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2019

South Worcester County
$154,824,380 SOLD

TOP PRODUCING TEAM 
WORCESTER COUNTY

DONNA CAISSIE 
Broker | 774.641.3325

SANDRA TERLIZZI
Realtor| 508.414.9032

1 B Swanson Rd
Auburn, MA 01501

2sistersteam@gmail.com
www.2sistersteam.com

Proudly associated with

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

DUDLEY – Family Room , - 
Hardwood Floors through-
out, 2 baths, Fireplace,  car 
garage
12 Mill Rd. – $304,900

 Opportunity 
for Single 

Family
 Homes

 PRIVACY
Nature Lovers Paradise to Call 
Home, Custom White Cedar 
Log Home, 2.5 bath, 4 bedroom
480 Rt. 197 

TIME TO GET YOUR PROPERTY READY FOR:
-Thinking About Relocating?
-Considering “downsizing” – Need Less Maintenance.
- Considering “upsizing” – Need More Space. 
-Take Care of the Cosmetics – Take Care of the Repairs –Clean out the Gutters
- Investors – Opportunities are Always Available 
-Call for a Consultation –WE ARE HERE FULL TIME &  
     WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HOUSING NEEDS

ON DEPOSIT DUDLEY – NEW CONSTRUCTION 
NEEDED FOR HOUSING 

WOODSTOCK CONN. – 21+ ACRES 

Opportunity 
for a 55+ 

Community

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

FREE OPEN HOUSE 
LISTINGS 

when you advertise  
in this section

REAL ESTATE

FOR
SALE

GOT A HOUSE FOR 
SALE? This is the 

place to sell it! 
Your ad will be 

mailed to 50,000+ 

households  

throughout 

Southern Worcester 

County.

To advertise on our real estate section, 
please call your local

sales representative at 1-800-367-9898

OBITUARIES

Theresa Y.  Cassavant, 77
SPENCER- Theresa 

Y. (Gaudette) 
Cassavant, 77, of 
Spencer, died Monday, 
April 6 at UMASS 
Memorial Medical 
Center in Worcester 
after an illness.

She leaves her hus-
band of 52 years, John 

F. Cassavant, her daughters Dianna J. 
Caffarena and her husband Pablo of 
Spencer and Debra A. Anderson and 
her husband Scott of Tolland, CT., 
three grandchildren; Nicolas Caffarena 
of Spencer, Mackenzie and Elisabeth 
Anderson of Tolland, many nieces and 
nephews. She is predeceased  by her 
brother Donald Gaudette. 

Theresa was a hairdresser for 55 
years owning Theresa’s Beauty  Salon 
in Spencer before retiring in 2010.

Born in Spencer, she was the daugh-
ter of Donat and Yvonne (Raymond) 

Gaudette and later graduated from 
David Prouty High School and also hair-
dressing school in Worcester. 

The love of her life were her chil-
dren, grandchildren & family. She 
was a member of Mary, Queen of the 
Rosary Parish and a longtime member 
and past President of the Gaudette-Kirk 
American Legion  Post 138 Women’s 
Auxillary.

Due to health concerns and restric-
tions on gatherings, funeral services are 
private with burial in Worcester County 
Memorial Park, Paxton. A memorial 
Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary Church 
and a celebration of her life will be held 
at a time to be announced. J.HENRI 
MORIN & SON FUNERAL HOME, 
23 Maple Terr., Spencer is directing 
arrangements for the family. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be made to 
Mary, Queen of the Rosary Parish, 46 
Maple St., Spencer, MA 01562.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Suzanne M. Parslow 
WEST WARREN- Suzanne M. 

Parslow passed away Thursday, April 
2, 2020 at her home.  She leaves her chil-
dren Rosann Goodine, Donald Goodine, 
Robert Goodine, Tina Goodine, Ira 
Estabrook and Scott Goodine, fifteen 
grandchilden, 32 great grandchildren 
and three great great grandchildren.  
She was the daughter of the late Donald 

L. Clevland and Mary L. Clevland. 
There are no calling hours, ser-

vices are private.   The Shaw-Majercik 
Funeral Home, 48 School St., Webster 
has been entrusted with her arrange-
ments.   A guest book is available at 
www.shaw-majercik.com where you 
may post a condolence or light a candle.

Versie Mildred “Millie” Edelmann, 82
BRIMFIELD: Versie 

Mildred “Millie” (Ray) 
Edelmann, 82 of Old 
East Brimfield Road 
died March 21, 2020 at 
St. Vincent Hospital. 

Versie was prede-
ceased by her first 
husband Richard A. 
Hebert in 1992 and by 

Karl W. Edelmann in 1999.
She leaves her 3 sons David Leaming 

of Spencer, Lionel and Rose Leaming 
of Holbrook and Harold Patrick and 
Pamela Leaming of Brimfield; her 2 
daughters; Nequetta and David Proulx 
of Southbridge and Georgia Leaming 
of Brimfield. 17 grandchildren and 14 
great grandchildren. 

She was predeceased by two sons 
Russell A. Ray and James W. Leaming 
and a granddaughter Christine D. 
Leaming.

Verise was born in Yeager, KY. The 
daughter of William and Eliza Jane 

(Newsome) Ray. 
She was longtime member of the 

Friendship Baptist Church where she 
joyfully served on the hostess commit-
tee as well as the choir. She worked at 
the American Optical and the former 
Liberty House Nursing Home for sev-
eral years. Her favorite job and the one 
that had her heart was working many 
years as a nanny as well as the running 
the gate at Yogi Bears Jellystone Park 

She enjoyed sewing and cooking her 
wonderful southern recipes as well as 
her special companion her chihuahua 
Daisy. 

Due to the current health crisis her 
funeral services were private. Burial 
was in Brimfield Cemetery attended by 
her children and grandchildren. 

An online guestbook and a video trib-
ute are available   at available at www.
BelangerFuneralHome.com

Belanger-Bullard Funeral Home, 51 
Marcy St. Southbridge directed arrange-
ments.
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MAPLE 
 DINING 

 TABLE SET 
w/insert capability 

& 6 chairs. 
$350. 

Coordinating 
Maple Buffet 

w/lots of storage. 
$125. 

$425 for both. 

Call Ed @ 
413-436-8750.

FOR SALE 
REGENCY MODEL # C33-LP 

VENTED ROOM HEATER  
PROPANE 

24,420 BTU FAN ON,  
23,100 BTU FAN OFF 
DIRECT VENT STOVE 

$300.00 
860-207-4325

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Warren:  
3 BR townhouse,  

appliances,  
off-street parking,  

gas heat,  
dishwasher.  

Good rental history.  
Good location.  
$1100/mo.

Call Dave 
413-262-5082

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

ABOVE GROUND 
OVAL POOL
used 12 seasons.
15 x 24 all aluminum.
Walk around deck, patio, 
privacy fence.All equipment in-
cluded, including electric heater.
Needs liner and 
bottom rail.$1,200 
Call 508-476-1467

ARTICLES FOR SALE
Nordic Track Exerciser-$300 
Epson Photo Printer 
Cd/DVD with program
$650 
Car or Truck Sunroof
$100 
Rollup School Map
$50
Many Chairs 
$25 each.
Electric Fireplace
$140
2 Antique Printing Presses
Manufacturing1885- 
$1500 each.
Call:
508-764-4458

Bunn My Cafe single cup
brewer $75 Oak bookcase
3”x3” 3 shelves $50 508
320-7230

DINING ROOM TABLE AND
HUTCH
Medium Maple color all wood w/
movable glass tops for protec-
tion.  
60” Long  X  36” Wide 6 Chairs
LIKe NeW A MuST See Ask-
ing  $500.00 
for ALL 1-508-347-3145

DUCK STAMP RW#1.$150. got
stamps?. Call Ron 413-896-
3324 stamps wanted.

ENCYLOPEDIA Britannica-24
volume 9th edition(1880)
leather bound with marbled
edges. Excellent Condition.
$500. call 860-774-1871

EXC.SOLID 68” L SHAPED
OAK DESK
LHF return 48” Power 
center with hutch lights & 2 glass
doors & Bk case. 
Original price $2200. now in like
new condition $1595.   
5 drawers & 2 file drawers with
key lock. Pictures available on
facebook.Click on messenger
then. Paulette
508-765-1231

010 FOR SALE

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
hard wood custom cut to your
specs. Delivered to your home.
12”-14” $300 per cord. 16-18”
$260 per cord.
Call: 508-282-0232

FOR SALE
Baldwin electric 
Player Piono
Includes 40 rolls. Best offer. 
774-232-9382

FOR SALE
Brand new easy Fold 
Air Hawk wheelchair. 
Is powered by 2 DC motors.
Portable lightweight, weights 41
pounds and 
foldable.   Asking $944. 
Safe and comfortable.
(508)943-0410

FOR SALE
Brand new8ft Leers Cap. Fits a
8ft bed for 2016 
and under. $850 
call 508-909-6070

FOR SALE
Four snow tires 
(2 are brand new) 
Size: 205 60R 16
Mounted on Ford Rims
$500
(508)779-0120
Leave name and phone num-
ber.

FOR SALE
Janome Sowing/ embroidery
Machine. Includes: all feet,
Hoops software. $2,995. Call
860-774-5714 and leave a mes-
sage.

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Gas portable, electric start
150 amps. 110-220.
$300
CALL: 508-248-7063 

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Tombstone Style. Plug in.
250 amps.
$250
CALL: 508-248-7063 

FOR SALE MAKE A OFFER:
kitchen table with four chairs
and a side table. Inversion
Table and Ellipticle  and 3
book cases. Call 508885-
6570

FREE ITEMS
Large Picture Frame, Portable
Air Conditioning unit-plus much
more
Please call 508-340-6701 for in-
formation

010 FOR SALE

FOR SALE Remote control
Airplanes some with motors.
Eagle Magna 3 plus Fish 
locator. Still in box. 
Panasonic Base with 
speakers. 774-241-0027

FURNITURE FOR SALE 
dinning room set with
HUTCH like new perfect con-
dition. Bar with 3 stools.
Must See. Stereo Equipment
Love seat and chairs and
Misc items. 508-234-7252

GOING OUT 
OF BUSINESS: 
Beauty Salon equipment for
sale: 2 Salon Booths, 2 
ceramic shampoo sinks, 2
Belvedere shampoo/styling
chairs,1 styling chair with pneu-
matic pump,2 realistic hair dry-
ers, 2 xtra wide dryer chairs.
Sold 
separately or as a package.
Prices negotiable. Must be out
of building 
by March 3, 2020 in 
Southbridge, must see. 
Call 774-452-0166

HOME SEWING 
S U P P L I E S  
including a large assortment of
fabrics in both prints and solids to
choose from.  Also includes
choices of a variety of laces,
trims, sequins and beads etc.
Please call 
413-436-5073.

ITEM FOR SALE:
Antique Dark Wood 5 Drawer
Bureau
size 34inch. long 19wide 
by 48 High $95
Pictures of items available by
email at:
rec142142@gmail.com
508-434-0630

ITEMS FOR SALE Air 
c o n d i t i o n t i o n e r - $ 5 0 ,  
wirlpool refrigerater-$100
Water Heater-$600, Table
saw-$40, Pool table-$400,
Air Hookey table- $400, Ver-
fiene Fridge- $500, Kitchen
stove-$100, windows/door:
Triple casement: $150, 
Double hung $50, Dead light-
$100, Pitcher window-$100, 
Teratone door-$100, Double
Hung-$150, Casement-$50,
Double Hung Replacement
$25.  Dump trailer 5kCall
757-7055106.

010 FOR SALE

MOTORCYCLE GEAR:Harley
Davidson Women’s black
leather jacket Size L $100.
Women’s Leather chaps by CDI
Riding Gear size-M $50. 2
Harley Davidson women’s vests
1 tan, 1 black $50. each; Men’s
Widder electric heat vest size 42
$25. Ladies Hudson Leather
vest size L $25. HJC full face hel-
met yellow and grey brand new
size S, $75. HJC full face grey
helmet size XS, used $25.
Ladies Tour Master rain gear
size L yellow and black $50.
Call:413-245-6530

QUALITY
bicycles,pictures,crystal wine
glasses,porcelain dolls,fig-
urines,lawn 
mowers,bookcases and girls
toys for sale.
CALL: 860-204-6264

REESE 16K SLIDING FIFTH
WHEEL HITCH $375 
or BO. ALSO WEIGHT 
DISTRIBUTION HITCH, for
class C receiver on car or
truck $300 or BO. call john
508 244 9699

TRAC VAC
Model 385-IC/385LH

Used Once
Best Offer

BEAR CAT
VAC-N-CHIP PRO

& VAC PRO
Models 72085, 72285,

72295
Used Twice
Best Offer

CALL 
(508)765-5763

TO SEE COME TO
22 TAFT ST. 2ND FLR
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- evergreens, excellent
Privacy Border. Hemlocks-
Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
england Fieldstone
Round/Flat, excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $25/Ton
(508) 278-5762 evening

010 FOR SALE

VERMONT CASTINGS 
WOOD STOVE
Black enamel model vigilent
Great condition. 
CALL 508-943-5352

100 GENERAL

107 MISC. FREE

Free construction wood and
kindling wood; beams, ply-
wood, 2x4x, 2x6s, 2x8s, good for
woodstoves, not for building.
Clean. Delivery possible. Ask for
J.D. 413-262-5082

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

MIRROCRAFT 12 FOOT”V” 
BOTTOM. MINNKOTA
MAXXuM 40 POuND
THRuST, VARIABLe
DRIVe,VeRY LOW HOuRS. 3
SeATS WITH PeDeSTALS
.OARS,ANCHOR,TRAILeR,
SPARe TIRe . ALL VeRY
GOOD CONDI-
TION.$1500.00.CALL 508-987-
0386 LeAVe MeSSAGe.

265 FUEL/WOOD

GREEN & SEASONED 
FIREWOOD: Cut, Split & Deliv-
ered. Green  Wood Lots
Wanted. Call Paul (508) 769-
2351

284 LOST & FOUND

PETS

Did you find 
your pet?

Or find a home 
for one?

LET US KNOW!!!
Please call us so that we

can take your ad 
out of the paper...

Town-To-Town
Classifieds

508-909-4111

298 WANTED TO BUY

LEE’S COINS & 
JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ ALL
GOLD & SILVER ITEMS
Specializing in NUMIS-
MATIC  COINS, Bullion
Items, gold & silver of
any form! qualified with
over 30 years experience
& a following of many sat-
isfied customers. We also
sell a nice selection of fine
jewelry, antiques & col-
lectibles. Bring in your
items & see what they’re
worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed.  Honesty and
fairness are our best poli-
cies! Lee’s  Coins & Jew-
elry, 239 West Main Street,
east Brookfield (Route 9 -
Panda Garden Plaza)
(508) 637-1236 or
(508)341-6355 (cell)

298 WANTED TO BUY

WAR RELICS & WAR 
SOUVENIRSWANTED:WWII
& eARLIeR CA$H WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, Daggers,
Bayonets, Medals, Badges,
Flags,  uniforms, etc. Over 40
Years Experience. Call David 
1-(508)688-0847. I’ll Come To
YOu!

300 HELP WANTED

310 GENERAL HELP

WANTED

FOSTER PARENTS 
WANTED: Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout Central
MA To Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need. 24/7
Support. Generous Reim-
bursement. $1000 Sign-On 
Bonus. Call For Details. 
Devereux Therapeutic Fos-
ter Care. (508)829-6769

400 SERVICES

442 LICENSED DAY

CARE

*************************
The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Office of Child
Care Services requires that all
ads placed in the  newspaper for
child care (daycare) in your
home include your license num-
ber

448 FURNITURE

SOLID OAK 
R E C T A N G U L A R  
DINING TABLE 
about 35 yrs old in sturdy condi-
tion but could use a light sanding
on top to 
refresh Asking $75.
CALL (508)637-1698

454 HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

FURNITURE DOCTOR:  Have
your furniture Professionally
restored at reasonable rates.
Furniture face lifting, painting,
striping to Refinishing, caning and
repairs. ANTIque DOCTOR,
Daniel Ross (508) 248-9225 or
(860)382-5410. 30 years in
business!

500 REAL ESTATE

505 APARTMENTS FOR

RENT

BROOKFIELD- 
1 BEDROOM 
second floor.  Appliances
included. No Dogs. Available
now. $580 a month. Off street
parking.  Ask for JD at 413-262-
5082

550 MOBILE HOMES

Trailer For Sale w/enclosed porch
loacted at Indian Ranch, Web-
ster, Site:G13. Completely fur-
naished, All appliances included
& extras, Refrigerator,
Over/under Wash/dry, AC/Heat.
View at www.indianranch.com.
Contact Arthur or Sage 508-892-
4578

700 AUTOMOTIVE

725 AUTOMOBILES

2016 CHEVY CRUZE LT.
79,000 miles. 1.4 liter engine,
blue, remote start, Weather tech
mats. $9000. Call 508-234-
6944.

FOR SALE
2003 Toyota Tundra with extra
cap. 2 wheel drive. 185k. asking
$4,000
Call 774-262-9085

725 AUTOMOBILES

VEHICALS FOR SALE 1999
F150 118k miles. 4x4 single
cab stepside capt. chairs
Loaded Red with Cap
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed-
loaded with plow. Low mil-
lige. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

740 MOTORCYCLES

2014 Victory Vision Tour
Loaded with options Only 2,000
miles, not even broken in Paid
$20,000.  Asking $13,500. Call
774-200-6387 email 
moehagerty@msn.com 

740 MOTORCYCLES

2014 HARLEY
DAVIDSON 

(low rider). Accessories added:
windshield, crash bar, saddle
bags. 5300 
babied miles and care. 
Silver metallic. Recorded 100%
mechanically sound by Shel-
don’s of Auburn. Bike is truly
new condition. 
Call 508-414-9134 
for showing. Firm $12,000 as
bike is MINT! 

740 MOTORCYCLES

HONDA CX 500
custom 1981with windshiled
and engine guard. 
Has 24,500 miles.
good condition. 
Wife no longer rides.
$2,000 or B.O.
508-892-3649

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

2008 TRAILER 
FOR SALE
load rite 2 place ATV Trailer.
New tires. Asking 
$1,000 or best offer.
CONTACT
508-248-3707
and leave a message.

If it’s  
important 

to you,

It’s important  
to us.

StonebridgePress.com

Extend your garden season
No matter where you 

garden, there never 
seems to be enough time 
to grow all the fresh veg-
etables desired.  Planting 
earlier or just providing 
plants with some added 
warmth on chilly days 
and nights can reduce 
the time from planting 
to harvest. Southern 
gardeners will enjoy the 
additional time for harvesting heat-sen-
sitive plants before the stifling heat 
moves in and plants begin to decline.

 Prepare the soil as soon as it can be 
worked. Cover the prepared soil with 
clear plastic, row covers or high tunnels 
for several weeks when planting ear-
lier than normal. This warms the soil 
for planting and helps germinate many 
of the weed seeds. Lightly cultivate to 
remove the young weed seedlings with-
out bringing more weed seeds to the 
surface. You’ll be pulling fewer weeds 
throughout the growing season.

  Once the garden is planted, enlist 
some of these  season-extending help-
ers  (gardeners.com). Homemade and 
commercial cloches, cold frames and 
row covers can help you plant earlier 
and harvest later in the season.

  Row covers made of spun fabrics 
let air, light, and water through while 
keeping the plants warm. Anchor the 

fabric with landscape 
pins, stones, boards, 
or other heavy items. 
Leave enough slack 
in the fabrics for 
the plants to grow. 
Lighter weight gar-
den fabrics also pro-
tect plants from insect 
pests like cabbage 
worms and bean bee-
tles.

 Garden covers take this method one 
step further. These structures fit over 
plantings in the garden, raised beds or 
elevated planters. Look for those with 
durable greenhouse fabric covers that 
let water in and keep excess heat out. 
These types of structures protect plants 
from cold and wind, speeding up your 
harvest by as much as 25 percent.

  Raise the roof on these structures 
with high tunnels and plant protection 
tents.  These are perfect for growing tall 
plants like tomatoes. As temperatures 
rise, the tops can be ventilated or in 
some cases replaced with a mesh that 
keeps out insects and critters, while 
providing plants enough room to reach 
full size. 

  Or maybe you just can’t wait for 
that first red ripe tomato and only 
want to jump start a row of greens. 
Garden cloches have long been used for 
this purpose. They capture the sun’s 

warmth to protect plants from frosty 
weather. Gardener’s Supply Company’s 
Early Season Row Cloche Set allows 
you to expand your protection to the 
desired size. These clear PVC plant 
protectors have water wells to capture 
rainwater and gently disperse it to the 
plants below and vents for managing 
the temperature. 

  Further boost your tomato harvest 
with red plastic mulch, red tomato tee-
pees and tomato boosters.   University 
researchers found using red plastic 
mulch increased the individual fruit 
size and weight and overall tomato har-
vest by as much as 20 percent.   They 
found the red plastic mulch reflected 
certain growth-enhancing wavelengths 
of light back onto the plants. 

 With a bit of extra effort and invest-
ment you’ll be harvesting fresh veg-
etables long before your friends and 
neighbors. Then be sure to keep these 
season-extending devices handy to use 
again in fall.   Protecting plants from 
those first few fall frosts can keep you 
eating garden-fresh tomatoes, peppers 
and greens well into winter.  

Melinda Myers has written more than 
20 gardening books, including  Small 
Space Gardening.  She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series  and the  Melinda’s Garden 
Moment  TV & radio segments. Myers 

is a columnist and contributing editor 
for  Birds & Blooms  magazine and was 
commissioned by Gardeners Supply for 
her expertise to write this article. Her 
web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Photo Courtesy — Gardener’s Supply Company

Cloches can help you plant earlier and harvest 
later, extending the growing season.
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508-885-3861
16 Hastings Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

mdgurkphd3@verizon.net

Healthy Mind  
Healthy Family

Licensed psychologist provider

Licensed marriage and family therapist

40 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPENCER 
AREA FAMILIES, ALL AGES

NOW AVAILABLE NEW FLEXIBLE
AND OPEN SCHEDULE

Dr. Mitchell D. Gurk Ph.D.
BCPC
DplmtMost insurance accepted

Celebrating 40 Years

508-347-9017

163 North Main St.
North Brookfield, MA
508-867-8800

SUBWAY of North Brookfield

Stay Safe Everyone!

Gluten Free 
Rolls 

Available

WE ARE OPEN FOR TAKE OUT AND 
WE WILL DELIVER LARGE ORDERS 
WITH ADVANCE NOTICE
$4.99 Footlong Sausage Sub 
for a limited time…
get them while they last!

Try Our BBQ Rib Sub!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Beige • Brown • Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone

• Title V Sand • Presby Sand
• Brick Sand • Sandbox Sand 

• Concrete Sand • Silt 
• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Cold Patch • Crushed Asphalt

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Spring Is HERE!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

Where Everyone Goes For Their 
Piece Of The Earth!

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

WHITCO WILL REMAIN OPEN as we are deemed an essential provider.  
If you need anything please stop in or call 508-885-9343.  

Washers, dryers, refrigerators, dishwashers, stoves, freezers for same-day 
pickup or next-day delivery and of course toys and bikes for the kids!

We are taking extra 
precautions to keep our 

cherished customers and 
employees safe during 

this difficult time.  
Please go to  

www.whitcosales.com, 
call, or come in! 

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales for special coupon WHITCO Hours: : Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm 
Sunday Noon- 7pm

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
 508-885-9343

BIKE 
SALE

SAMSUNG DELUXE
 GAS STOVE

 Reg. $79900 

$62999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

 Reg. $59900 

$56999

1700 LG
WASHER  

OR DRYER
 Reg. $74900 

$64999

MAYTAG
TOP 

WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$44999

LG SELF CLEANING 
SMOOTH TOP

 Reg. $64900 

$54999

GE FRONT LOAD
 WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$64999

Lisa Caron, Broker Associate
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, SRS, SRES, PSA, MRP 

Notary Public | Buyer & Seller Representation

42 W. Main St. • Brookfield, MA 01506
c: 508.341.8299  

caronlisarick@aol.com  |  lisacaron.com

NE
W LI

ST
ING

16 Years 
Real Estate 
Experience

NEW LISTING - 650 Reed St. Warren $309,000: Absolutely meticulous 3 BR 2.5 BA 
cape with 2 car garage under. Farmers porch on front & large deck on back. Open floor plan, 
first floor master BR w/ hardwoods, walk-in closet & master bath w/double vanity. Also on first 
fl is half bath, living room w/hardwood floors & gas fireplace, laundry & large eat-in cabinet 
packed kitchen w/granite countertops. 2nd floor has nice loft area big enough for an in home 
office or sitting area, 2 more good size BRs & another full BA w/double vanity. Outside is a nice 
patio w/fire pit area, large cleared yard w/lots of perennials.

Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

eye catching

www.

Press.com
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• Land Clearing & Site Development
• Septic Systems

• Excavation & Foundation Work
• Water & Sewer Tie-ins

• Underground Utilities
• Driveways & Parking Lots

• Home & Multi-unit Construction 
• Garages 

(508)765-9003  hiresoper.com

A business built on hard work.
A reputation built on quality.

Complete Commercial & Residential Building Services
Over 59 years of experience  

Great references | Satisfaction guaranteed
Contact us anytime for a free consultation and estimate!

CELEBRATING

YEARS

59

19 Thompson Rd., Webster, MA. (508) 943-8012
Mon-Thurs 8:00am-8:00pm - Fri 8:00am-5:30pm - Sat 8:00am-4:00pm

The “Right Place” Since 1923

Visit us on-line at placemotor.com

We are here to help!

We, as Massachusetts oldest family owned Ford dealer, want everyone to know that we, like Ford, are built to help. Shop 
us online for your new car needs. Our showroom is closed but our internet specialists can still help you get the car you 
need now. We are offering at home test drives! Our service department will remain open for your essential repairs to keep 
you on the road to get your groceries and medications and to help our first responders effectively protect us all. Addition-
ally, we are offering free pickup and delivery of service customer’s vehicles.  Most service work is discounted 10%!

We’ve been here since 1923 and know that together. We are ALL build Ford tough!
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