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Carol Dandrade — Courtesy

MILL ON THE MUMFORD
The Mumford River roars past the Whitin Mill in this image from photographer Carol Dandrade.

Uxbridge Finance 
Committee 

makes warrant 
recommendations

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

UXBRIDGE — After 22 hours of meetings over 10 
nights to review the 24 articles that will appear on the 
Uxbridge Spring Annual Town Meeting warrant, the 
town’s Finance Committee has released its report of 
recommendations.

“The public hearing and warrant review process 
went very well considering all the meetings took place 
remotely via Zoom,” the committee released in the 
report. “The Finance Committee received fantastic 
support from the Town Manager and his staff. Each 
public hearing allowed for candid discussion of the 
warrant articles and participation by the Board of 
Selectmen and School Department was helpful.”

Out of 24 warrant articles, the committee has recom-
mended a favorable action for 19 articles, an unfavor-
able action for two articles, and no recommendation 
for three articles.

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

BOSTON – Several 
lawmakers from the 
commonwealth of 
Massachusetts have 
joined an effort to bring 
high-performance rail 
projects to Western and 
Central Massachusetts 
with the goal of servic-
ing unconnected or 
under-connected commu-
nities across the state.

Senators Edward 
Markey and Elizabeth 
Warren, along with 
Congressman James 
McGovern, announced 
on May 5 that they 
are reintroducing the 
Building Rail Across 
Intercity Networks To 
Ride Around Interior of 
the Nation, or BRAIN 
TRAIN, Act which would 
authorize $5 billion annu-
ally, a total of $25 billion 

over five years, to invest 
in the transportation 
initiative. The Act has 
received endorsement 
from numerous state and 
national groups includ-
ing the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, the Rail 
Passengers Association, 
Transportation for 
America, Transportation 
for Massachusetts, 
and the Western 
Massachusetts Rail 
Coalition.

In addition to the bil-
lions of dollars in fund-
ing, the Act would also 
instruct the Department 
of Transportation to 
evaluate applications for 
funding based on numer-
ous factors including 
anticipated favorable 
impact on air or traffic 
congestion and the esti-
mated ridership and 
potential rail service fre-
quency. It also instructs 
the DOT to give prefer-

ence to projects that will 
improve commuter rail 
operations, reduce green-
house emission, and pro-
vide positive economic 
and employment impacts 
among other things.

“Passenger rail is an 
essential ingredient for 
a healthy economy, a 
healthy environment, 
and a healthy work-
force,” said Markey in 
a statement. “That’s 
why President Biden’s 
American Jobs Plan 
rightfully calls for a mas-
sive expansion of rail 
across the United States. 
As we now flesh out the 
details and put together 
a comprehensive infra-
structure package, we 
must ensure that we are 
building a passenger rail 
system that works for 
not just the megacities, 
but also for our Gateway 

Lawmakers reintroduced BRAIN TRAIN Act 

Courtesy Photo

Congressman James McGovern discusses the reintroduction of the BRAIN TRAIN Act.
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BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

SUTTON — The town 
of Sutton will hold its first 
outdoor Town Meeting 
tomorrow, May 15, on 
the Sutton Middle/High 
School athletic field.

Check-in will begin at 9 
a.m. and the meeting will 
start promptly at 10 a.m. 
The event has a rain date 
of Saturday, May 22.

“Town Meeting this 
year is a little differ-
ent,” said Sutton Town 
Manager Jim Smith, add-
ing that holding the meet-
ing outdoors is “new” for 
the town.

Thirty-six articles 
appear on the warrant, 
including articles spon-
sored by the town’s 
Board of Selectmen and 
Planning Board. All arti-
cles have been reviewed 
and approved by the 
Finance Committee, 
Smith said.

The first ten articles 
were described as “stan-

dard articles” that have 
appeared on previous 
Town Meeting war-
rants, including an arti-
cle to receive reports 
from town officers and 
committees, an article 
regarding Cemetery 
Commissioners, a sewer 
department article, and 
more.

If approved, Article 
11 authorizes the town 
to sell approximately 
25 acres of land, Smith 
explained, that had previ-
ously been used as a grav-
el and sand pit. The town 
has received a bid for 
nearly $1.5 million for the 
property, which would be 
used in an appropriation 
account for town road-
work over the next few 
years. Smith described 
the sale of this property 
as a “win-win” and an 
opportunity to take care 
of some road issues with-
in the town.

Several articles, includ-
ing articles 15 through 
17, pertain to the Board 
of Selectmen’s wish to 
change their title. Smith 

explained that the state’s 
Select Board association 
changed its name, and 
surrounding towns have 
made “similar moves.”

“The Board voted to 
change their official title 
from Board of Selectmen 
to Select Board,” Smith 
said, adding that the 
articles on the warrant 
involve officially chang-
ing the name in the char-
ter, in the general bylaws, 
and in the zoning bylaws.

Another article, 
Article 19, is regarding 
the BRAVE Act, which 
Smith said is for Gold 
Star families who lost a 
son or daughter in active 
duty. The Act provides 
a real estate tax exemp-
tion, and Smith said that 
right now, there is only 
one resident in town that 
has lost a son or daughter 
in this manner.

“It’s a very sad situa-
tion but it’s a way that we 
can send our thanks for 
their loved one’s service 
to the country,” Smith 

BY KIMBERLY PALMUCCI
TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

GRAFTON — Grafton’s 
Planning Department 
has recently been award-
ed $50,000 in grant fund-
ing from the common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

The town has 
announced that the fund-
ing, which comes in the 
form of a Local Rapid 
Recovery grant, will be 
used to develop “action-
able project-based recov-
ery plans” for Grafton 
businesses that have 
faced economic challeng-
es due to COVID-19.

“The LRR Plan will 
include analysis and 
exploration of the chal-
lenges and barriers busi-
nesses have faced, with 
a focus on developing 
strategies and project 
recommendations to help 
achieve their recovery 
goals,” town officials 
released in a statement. 

“An outside consultant 
will provide techni-
cal assistance and will 
help seed ideas for proj-
ects, best practices, and 
Webinars.”

Communities and 
Plan Facilitators will be 
matched together and 
work to assess the impact 
of COVID-19 and convene 
community partners, the 
statement continued. The 
effort will culminate in 
plans that summarize the 
impact assessment and 
offer clear project recom-
mendations.

“I’m thrilled to receive 
this Grant, I believe we 
will be able to put it to 
great use in helping 
our local restaurants 
recover from the strain 
of COVID-19,” said 
John Allen, Grafton’s 
Economic Development 
Coordinator.

Grafton was partnered 
with KARP Strategies 

and began work on this 
project in late February, 
according to reports. The 
consultant has narrowed 
the area of focus to the 
sections of Route 140 and 
Route 30 from High Street 
to Route 122. It is estimat-
ed that the Recovery Plan 
devised under this pro-
gram will be finalized by 
the end of June.

According to the state’s 
Housing and Community 
Development, the Rapid 
Recovery Plan Program 
is intended to provide 
“every municipality 
in Massachusetts the 
opportunity to develop 
actionable, project-based 
recovery plans” tailored 
to the unique economic 
challenges and COVID-19 
related impacts to down-
towns, town centers, and 
commercial areas across 
the commonwealth. More 
information on the pro-
gram can be found online 
at mass.gov.

Grafton Planning 
Department awarded Local 

Rapid Recovery Grant

Sutton Town Meeting 
to be held tomorrow
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May is National 
Nurses Month

Stonebridge Press and the following businesses would like to 
recognize nurses during National Nurses month. 

 Thank you for your selfless dedication, kindness, compassion, and 
bravery especially during these pandemic times. You are truly angels 

in scrubs. Thank you for all you do all year long.  

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center
508-867-7716

47 East Main Street, West Brook�eld, MA 01585
Quaboagonthecommon.com

THANK YOU!

We are a DEFICIENCY FREE  
Community Facility. We offer Great Benefits!

Health and Dental  •  Flexible schedules  
Education Reimbursement 

To all of our nurses and CNA’s. Your passion for our 
patients’ health is appreciated each and every day. 

�ank you for all you are doing to get us through this 
unique time in history. 

WE ARE HIRING! JOIN US!
SIGN ON BONUS 7p-7a & 3-11 nurses.  

Other positions open. Visit our website for more info.
5K

Shout Out to All Our Overlook Nurses
To all our nurses at �e Overlook, we thank you every day for 

being here with us. Nurses are strong; they are resilient. Nurses 
are compassionate and kind. �ey provide for our residents, they 
sacri�ce for others, and they meet every challenge they are given. 
�e past year has given us more reason than ever to applaud and 
respect the work that you do. In the most di�cult times; under the 
weight of loss, grief, and exhaustion; you have risen up every day to 
provide the best care possible for all of our residents. �ere are simply 
not enough words to tell you how much we appreciate, respect, and 
admire you. �ank you for all that you do.
 – �e Overlook

Live where life is limitless and as big as you 
want it to be. �e Overlook is a vibrant, 
engaging Continuing Care Retirement 
Community (CCRC) nestled in 450 acres 
of pristine, New England countryside. 
It has everything you’re looking for, 
everywhere you look. From gorgeous, 
maintenance free residences and a heated 
pool to gourmet dining. From tennis 
courts and cross-country ski trails, to our 
280-seat Performing Arts Center.

It’s a life bursting with choices, including a full range of healthcare options. And 
it’s all right in your own backyard, a spectacular Charlton setting in Worcester 
County. With more opportunities and more possibilities, come see why �e 
Overlook is the region’s senior living community of choice.

Schedule your visit today
Call 508-434-2318!

88 Masonic Home Road, Charlton, MA 01507
508-434-2318   www.overlook-mass.org

Sponsored by the
Masonic Health System of Massachusetts

Tough times never last, tough nurses do!

MOVING?
www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com

M D P U #  3 1 6 9 0  |  U S D O T #  2 4 0 7 3 8 7  |  M C #  8 2 8 3 2 6

�ank you to all nurses for the incredible 
work that you do, from all of us at

CALL US TODAY 
508-868-4291

Office: (508) 765-9155

201 South Street

Southbridge, MA 01550

Brookfield Orchards
12 Lincoln Rd., N. Brookfield, MA 01535

Follow signs from Rts. 9, 31, 67 or 148

We Are Open Year Round 9-5 Thank you to all 
Nurses for the 
amazing work  
that you do!

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK
508.867.6858 • 877.622.7555

browsethebrookfields.com  &  brookfieldorchardsonline.com

and 1st of 3 Flea Markets this summer!  
Minuteman Kettle Corn and Joe Macy playing music, 
and Hot Dogs all day! Bring your table and sell your 

used wares. $20 for space. 

FLEA MARKETS 
5/22, 6/19 & 7/24

Sell & �nd some great treasures!

Of our NEW Fudge Counter 
Saturday, May 22 • 9am-3pm

and 1st of 3 Flea Markets this summer! 
Minuteman Kettle Corn and Joe Macy playing music, 

Of our NEW Fudge Counter 
Saturday, May 22 • 9am-3pm

GRAND OPENING

Bedrock Plaza • 139 Main St #131
Sturbridge, MA 01566

(774) 241-3383
yourhealthmatters15@gmail.com

Tues-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

All Nurses will receive 
25% o� 

the regular price of any  
immune product storewide 

With valid license

Thank You 
Nurses!



WORCESTER — A Community 
Conversation hosted by Quinsigamond 
Community College for government, 
social service and religious organiza-
tions in Worcester drew over 60 attend-
ees this week. The hour-long virtual 
meeting addressed ways to accelerate 
economic and civic recovery post-pan-
demic, using education as a pathway 
to success. The College gave a snapshot 
into what it can offer the organizations, 
which serve the underrepresented pop-
ulations in Worcester and surrounding 
communities that have been so devas-
tated by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
“We have the programs and the train-

ing and together with our community 
organizations’ help we can thrive. We 
are counting on you and your partner-
ships to achieve this,” President Luis G. 
Pedraja, Ph.D. said.

 
Chair for the QCC Board of Trustees 

Sue Mailman noted that as a commu-
nity college, QCC has the unique abil-
ity to deliver pathways that will help 
Worcester communities grow and pros-
per.

 
“We need to get ahead of the game 

and lead the way in retraining and 
developing a stronger Worcester,” Ms. 
Mailman said. “We need to create con-
ditions for our underrepresented popu-
lations to succeed and community col-
leges have a real lead in this.”

 
QCC’s Vice President of Academic 

Affairs James Keane, Ed.D., said the 
pandemic proved to the world just how 
nimble a community college could be, 
and what was learned would be benefi-
cial for years to come. He described the 
two-week timeframe in which QCC suc-
cessfully transitioned to remote instruc-
tion and said the new virtual course 
modalities, coupled with increased 
online support services, have increased 
access and engagement in higher educa-
tion, particularly for adult learners.  Dr. 
Keane described new advisory boards 
that are a part of each college pro-
gram. Board members advise on rele-
vant workforce curriculum and course 
design to prepare students when they 
enter the workforce.

 

Lillian Ortiz, Ed.D., vice president for 
Enrollment Management and Student 
Engagement, highlighted the financial 
opportunities available at QCC.  The 
College received $13 million in Cares 
Act funds that have helped 3,800 stu-
dents impacted by the pandemic with 
tuition, fees, laptops etc.  An additional 
$9 million is still to be awarded.

 
“The core mission of the College is to 

remove barriers that impede students 
from attending college,” she said.

 
Other supports and resources of note 

include the Student Success Center 
with its academic tutoring, QCC’s Food 
Pantry that feeds approximately 50 fam-
ilies per week throughout the year, and 
the Resource Center that coordinates 
with local agencies to offer assistance 
for students in need.

 
“We have a strong mentoring pro-

gram and our Accessibility Services 
Department that serves 1,000 students 
annually on campus, offering accessi-
ble, equitable and inclusiveness to all 
members of the community,” Dr. Ortiz 
said, adding, “We have also been des-
ignated as a military friendly school.”  
 

Carol King, dean of College and 
Career Pathways told of QCC’s 25 free 
English literacy programs from begin-
ner to intermediate, as well as the HiSet 
and GED programs that even include a 
GED prep classes in Spanish.

 
“We understand the challenges of 

going back to school as an adult,” she 
said. “We offer free college readiness 
classes virtually any day and time.”

 
Kathie Manning, dean of Center for 

Workforce Development & Continuing 
Education described the flexibility of 
the programs and training that is being 
offered such as a new online, self-paced, 
professional development training sub-
scription model. She said the College 
offers numerous programs at low to 
no cost and many even support trans-
portation and childcare. Recent pro-
grams have included nurse assistant/
home health aide, help desk, medical 
assistant and lead teachers for early 

childhood programs, with some offered 
in Spanish.  

 
“Programs generally take six months 

to complete and classes begin every 
week throughout the year,” she said.

 
Nichole Wheeler, coordinator Career 

Services & Credit for Prior Learning 
mentioned the variety of ways students 
can gain credits for prior life experienc-
es and save money and time.

 
“We meet with students and evaluate 

and match what they have with QCC 
courses to try and give them college 
credit,” said.

 
According to Dr. Pedraja, the COVID-

19 pandemic brought unique conditions 
to community colleges that have histor-
ically seen an upsurge in enrollment 
during economic downturns. Today, 
on a national level 40 percent of stu-
dents are now canceling their plans to 
enroll in college with 30 percent giving 
COVID-19 related reasons. Diverse pop-
ulations have seen the steepest declines 
in college enrollment. However, He told 
the organizations in attendance there is 
reason to be hopeful as the region looks 
ahead.

 
“Hope is at the core of who we are at a 

community college. We are a beacon of 
hope for our students and our commu-
nity. Losing students impacts us as an 
entire community and we cannot thrive 
if we leave anyone behind,” Dr. Pedraja 
said. “It takes a community to help 
students succeed and you know where 
your needs are and with your help, 
we can reach out and find strategies 
to bring people to 
college. “

 
For more infor-

mation about 
QCC, contact Josh 
Martin, Director 
of Institutional 
Communications 
at 508-854-7513 
or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu.
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The Blackstone Valley Tribune is com-
mitted to accuracy in all its news 
reports. Although numerous safeguards 
are in place to ensure accurate report-
ing, mistakes can occur. Confirmed 
fact errors will be corrected at the top 
right hand corner of page A3 in a timely 
manner. 

If you find a mistake, email  
news@stonebridgepress.news or call  
(508) 909-4106 during normal business 
hours. During non-business hours, leave 
a message in the editor’s voice mailbox. 

The editor will return your phone call.

ACCURACY WATCH

Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

Meet Shanty! A 10 year old female. This sweet senior is looking to find 
a home to call her own! Shanty loves to spend time with people, and is 
happy to go for walks or hang out inside. Shanty can be a bit nervous at 
first, but warms up to new people quickly. We think she would do well in a 
home with kids over 13. Shanty is an active girl and likes to be busy! Once 
she bonds to you, she will follow you everywhere you go! Shanty gets 
along well with other dogs, and has previously lived in a home with other 
dogs. She may do best as the only dog in her home. We are not sure how 
she would be with cats. If you are interested in adopting Shanty, please 
email adopt@baypathhumane.org today!  

PET 
of the 
WEEK 

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Thursday, June 3
10pm – 6pm

Drive – Thru 
JOB FAIR EVENT!

709 Main St., Fiskdale, MA 01566

Wednesday, May 19 
10am – 1pm

At the event will be:
 • Refreshments 
 • Raffles
 • On – Spot interviews

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

UniBank to host free home buying Webinar
WHITINSVILLE — UniBank will be hosting a free home buying webinar on Thursday, June 24 from 

6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Join UniBank’s Mortgage Representative, Dave Sampson (NMLS #688948) for this edu-
cational opportunity that will provide homebuyers with valuable information about finding and buying 
the home of their dreams. Important discussion topics include: Negotiating a Winning Offer, Finding 
the Right Mortgage and Pre-Qualifying, Down Payment Options, The Importance of Home Inspections, 
and more.

 Attendees will be entered for a chance to win a $100 gift card. Sweepstakes to win gift card is subject 
to complete official rules which are available at www.unibank.com. To enter, individuals must regis-
ter and attend the seminar. No purchase or account required to enter or win.

 All seminar attendees will receive a $500 mortgage closing cost coupon from UniBank.
 To register, visit www.unibank.com. 
 UniBank is rooted in the Blackstone Valley with assets of $2.3 billion as of March 31, 2021. A full-ser-

vice, mutually owned community bank, UniBank has branches in Central Massachusetts and the 
MetroWest region of Massachusetts. UniBank is dedicated to contributing to the overall quality of life 
and economic health of the communities it serves, while maintaining a high level of financial soundness 
and integrity. UniBank is an Equal Housing Lender and Member FDIC and Member DIF.  UniBank 
NMLS #583135. The company Web site is www.unibank.com.

WALPOLE — TEC 
Connections Academy (TECCA), 
the Commonwealth’s largest vir-
tual school, today announced 
that Gabriella Bosen and Aidan 
Boyd of Blackstone have been 
named to the school’s Honor Roll 
of academic excellence and rec-
ognized for maintaining a high 
grade average in the previous 
semester.

 
TECCA serves more than 

2,500 students from across 
Massachusetts in grades K-12 
and employs more than 100 teach-
ers and support personnel at its 
Walpole learning center. In its 

seventh year, TEC Connections 
Academy has significant exper-
tise in providing a high-quali-
ty online program built specif-
ically for the virtual environ-
ment. With the combination of 
state-certified teachers, focused 
academics and an emphasis on 
social and emotional well-being, 
the school has been providing 
a highly engaging curriculum 
and a nurturing, safe academic 
environment for students from 
across the state. 

 
“I am very proud of our 

TECCA Honor Roll students 
for their continued academic 

achievements,” said TECCA 
Superintendent Patrick Lattuca. 

“From our TECCA teachers 
committed to giving our stu-
dents an excellent education, to 
the families who work every day 
behind the scenes to support stu-
dents, our new Honor Roll recog-
nizes the hard work of the entire 
TECCA community,” he added.

 
For more information 

on 2021-22 TECCA enroll-
ment, please visit www.
TECConnectionsAcademy.com.  

Blackstone students named to honor 
roll at state’s largest online school

QCC offers solutions for 
post-pandemic recovery



BY KEVIN FLANDERS 

STAFF WRITER
REGION – State officials recently announced several key dates in the continued reopening of the econ-

omy.
With steady declines in weekly COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations, the Baker-Polito Administration 

is advancing in Phase 4 of the state’s reopening plan. Officials are also pleased with the progress of the 
vaccination program, which has made it far more difficult for the virus to spread.

Effective May 10, large venues such as arenas and ballparks were authorized to increase capacity to 25 
percent. The Commonwealth has also greenlighted amusement parks, theme parks, and outdoor water 
parks to operate at 50-percent capacity. Prior to reopening, these venues must submit safety plans to the 
Department of Public Health.

Residents are also looking forward to getting back to group athletic events.
“Road races and other large outdoor amateur or professional group athletic events will be permitted to 

take place with staggered starts after submitting safety plans to a local board of health,” said Gov. Charlie 
Baker.

Youth and adult amateur sports tournaments are once again allowed for moderate-risk and high-risk 
sports.

Beginning May 29, gathering limits will increase to 200 people indoors and 250 people outdoors for event 
venues, public settings, and private settings. 

Subject to public health and vaccination data, the follow-
ing venues will be able to reopen on May 29: street festivals, 
parades, and agricultural festivals. All events must reopen at 
50-percent of their previous capacity.

Also permitted to reopen on May 29 are bars, beer gardens, 
breweries, wineries, and distilleries. A 90-minute limit will 
be imposed on each guest’s stay, and no dance floors will be 
permitted to reopen.

On Aug. 1, the following industries are slated to reopen: 
dance clubs and nightclubs; saunas, hot tubs, and steam rooms 
at fitness centers and health clubs; indoor water parks; and 
ball pits.

Also on Aug. 1, capacity for all industries is expected to 
return to 100 percent. Pending approval from health officials, 
all gathering limits will be lifted.

Residents are reminded that all target dates are dependent 
on continued positive health trends. This includes declining 
COVID-19 numbers statewide through the spring and summer.

State officials also urge all eligible residents to schedule 
their vaccinations. This will help further combat the virus and 
allow industries to reopen sooner, officials said. If statistics 
trend positively earlier than expected, the August 1 date could 
be pushed up.

“Depending on vaccine distribution and public health data, 
the administration may consider reevaluating the August 
1 date,” Baker said. “The Department of Public Health will also 
continue to issue guidance as needed.”

As the state continues to reopen, many residents are won-
dering when they will be able to say goodbye to masks. 
Although the state’s order on face coverings was relaxed for 
some outdoor settings last month, residents should expect that 
masks will be sticking around for the foreseeable future. 

“Face coverings will still be required at all times in indoor 
public places,” Baker said. “Face coverings will also continue 
to be required at all times at events, whether held indoors or 
outdoors, in a public space or private home, except for when 
eating or drinking.”

For more information about the state’s COVID-19 regula-
tions and target reopening dates, visit www.mass.gov/reopen-
ing. 
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I always try to make 
sure my column has a 
point to it. I want to share 
a life lesson and encour-
age readers to live an 
optimistic and positive 
life. As for this column, 
I really don’t know what 
the point is, other than 
I’m missing my mom and 
dad now … and decided 
to write about them. I 
hope you’ll allow me just 
this once.

May I?

My dad grew up in 
the coal mining area of 
deep southern Illinois. 
If you asked my dad 
what nationality we 
were, he’d usually 
laugh, then respond, 
“Hillbilly.” My mom 
was from Sands Springs, 
Oklahoma.  When asked 
the same question, Mom 
would say, “Okie.”

As such, they lived 
their newly married 
years bringing their cul-
ture with them to their 
new northern Illinois 
home. I remember early 
in my life, eating lots 
of squirrel, rabbit, and 
catfish. I remember a 
neighbor asking my dad 

in disbelief about eating 
squirrel, to which he 
answered, “When you 
catch a squirrel, it’s like 
being given a free chick-
en.”

I look back and realize 
two things. 1. It was part 
of my parents’ culture, 
and 2. It was an economic 
issue. My mom would fry 
squirrel just like chick-
en and it was delicious. 
I loved it. The rabbit was 
usually made into a soup 
or stew and the catfish 
fried in cornmeal.

I realize many of you 
are grossed out while a 
few may have some of the 
same early memories. 
When you were born into 
the Great Depression as 
both of my parents were, 
I think you ate what was 
available and were grate-
ful.

Today, I look at my 
kids, nieces and neph-
ews and realize they’ll 
be shocked to believe 
their dad and uncle ate 
squirrel ... and I did. Mom 
breaded the squirrel and 
fried it like chicken in an 
old cast iron skillet. After 
removing the squirrel, 

she’d make a milk gravy 
that we’d pour over the 
squirrel and fried pota-
toes. It was delicious.

I guess if tuna can be 
labeled “Chicken of the 
Sea,” squirrel can be 
labeled “Chicken of the 
Tree’s.” And I’d choose 
fried squirrel over tuna 
anytime.

My mom and dad are 
both gone but their lives 
and culture still course 
through our veins. I 
was born in Kankakee 
County, but I still feel 
as though the little coal 
mining town of Sesser, 
Illinois is home. There 
is a world of difference 
between where I live now 
in a growing suburban 
area, but when back in 
Sesser, I’m immediately 
transported back, uncon-
sciously using the dialect 
and accent of the area.

While on a book tour 
a few years ago, the 
route took me near Sand 
Springs, Oklahoma and 
I stopped at the family 
cemetery to see my two 
oldest brothers. Once 
again, even though I had 
not been there in forty 
years, it immediately felt 
like home in ways my 
real birthplace never has.

The older I get, the 
more I yearn to relive my 
early days. To be scram-
bling up and down the 
streets of Sesser. To run 
past Caesar Marlow’s 
Bar and hear the voice 
inside yell, “Hey, aren’t 
you Gene Moore’s boy?” 
I’d stop and walk in. 
Someone would buy me 
a kiddy cocktail and start 
telling me stories about 
my dad and his baseball 
career. Getting up before 
the sun with my grandfa-
ther to go to the barn and 
get a bucket of coal for 
the furnace was an early 
morning joy. And yes, 
eating squirrel. The son 
of a Hillbilly and Okie is 
who I am, and I could not 
be prouder.

Our family prospered 
in an adopted life in the 

suburban north and our 
cuisine changed along 
with it. One thing that 
never changed was coun-
try music on the week-
ends and WSM Radio and 
the Grand Ole Opry on 
Saturday nights.

I moved to Chicago 
and received a degree in 
music education. And for 
a while, I turned my nose 
up to the music of my 
youth, but now it’s back 
in my life and I love it. 
The food and music are 
permanent threads in the 
fabric of our family. Over 
Memorial Day weekend 
when we all get togeth-
er, just open your car 
window and follow the 
sounds of Merle Haggard, 
George Jones, Ray Price 
and Dwight Yoakum ... 
and point your nose to 
the smell of Barbecue 
Ribs. There you’ll find 
the kids and grandkids of 
a Hillbilly and Okie, cel-
ebrating our family and 
heritage ... without the 
squirrel.

My mom and dad were 
far from perfect people. 
At times, I think I may 
have been unfairly criti-
cal of their lives and par-

enting skills. The truth is 
they loved us and did the 
best they knew how. I was 
never hungry or without 
clothes. Their children 
all turned out well and 
successful. Their grand 
kids and great grand kids 
are wonderful. I’d say 
all-in-all mom and dad 
raised a successful fami-
ly. They never left us and 
always loved us. I wish 
they were here so I could 
thank them.

As the saying goes, 
“What is remembered, 
lives.” I guess I not only 
want my parents remem-
bered in our family, but I 
also wanted you to know 
them too.

And besides ... no one 
could fry squirrel like my 
mom.

Gary W. Moore is a 
freelance columnist, 
speaker, and author of 
three books including the 
award-winning, critical-
ly acclaimed, “Playing 
with the Enemy.” Follow 
Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at 
www.garywmoore.com.

The crossing from poor country to here

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY 
SPEAKING

TRIBUNE 
ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE

BLACKSTONE 
$190,000, 1 Marlboro Rd, Roach, 

Jason M, and Roach, Angela J, to 
Greystone Const Dev Corp.

$449,000, 263 West St, New Flat 
Penny LLC, and Crowd Lending 
Fund 1 LLC, to Crowd Lending Fund 
1 LLC.

DOUGLAS 
$147,290, 411 Water St #4, Ries, 

Paula J, to Cameron, Justine, and 
Saari, Fallon.

$283,000, 136 Lawrence St, 
Wildfong, Reginald D, and Wildfong, 
Julie A, to Albert, Adam, and Bucci, 
Patrick.

$519,900, 919 Crestwood Ln #919, 
Crabtree Heights LLC, to Garrett, 
Charles, and Garrett, Karen.

$520,000, 200 Greeley St, Mia RT, 
and Testa, Gina M, to Bergeron, 
Christopher R, and Bergeron, Denise 
J.

NORTHBRIDGE
$  $171,900, 380 Brigham St, Craig L 

Schofield RET, and Fiske, Colby, to 
Shaw Development Inc.

$485,000, 169 South St, Himmelman, 
Brian, and Himmelman, Jessica, 
to Thomas, Heather, and Thomas, 
Kellan C.

$505,000, 133 Pleasant St, Defeudis, 
Linda, to Himmelman, Brian A, and 
Himmelman, Jessica E.

$515,000, 10 Cold Harbor Dr, Wells 
Fargo Bank NA Tr, to Zhang, Ye.

$570,000, 18 Macalister Dr, Arthur 
C Spears FT, and Spears, Arthur C, 
to Nur, Nasifa, and Akhand, Md.

$600,000, 114 Indian Meadow Dr, 
Fay, Paul C, and Fay, Nancy A, to 
Zemke, Allysa H, and Flaherty, Brett 
A.

$647,000, 25 Holbrook Ln #25, 
Vakalapudi, Ramakrishna, and 
Yeramati, Sudha, to Pandey, Brajesh, 
and Pandey, Kavita.

UXBRIDGE
$540,000, 9 Oak Knoll Ln, Dzikot, 

Donald A, to Baham, Jonathan V, 
and Baham, Andrea M.

$682,000, 1 Green Ln, Conrad, 
David J, and Conrad, Carol H, to 
Aramburu, David, and Aramburu, 
Michelle M.

State officials announce
 key reopening dates
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  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses!

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

100’s of beautiful unique hangers,  
tropicals & patio pots  

• Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens 
• Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens   

• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry 
Bushes • Succulents

Celebrating 
43 years

Full Landscaping 

Services Available 

Gift Certificates Available

Tropicals Available Now! 
Hibiscus, Mandevilla, 

Dipladenia, and Gardenias. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grilling 
Season Is Here

Crooked Creek Farm

2lb NY Sirloin
2lb Ground Beef
2lb Country Ribs

$5800
($68.00 value)

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

ShopShopShop

We’re here to service all of your  
heat transfer and embroidery needs,  

jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

W O R C E S T E R 
— Family Services of 
Central Massachusetts 
(FSCM), an affiliate of 
Seven Hills Foundation, 
was recently awarded 
funding through a grant 
program administered 
by the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development.  The 
$200,000 funding is for 
FSCM to implement 
a Child Development 
A p p r e n t i c e s h i p 
Program in Central 
Massachusetts.  This 
initiative is designed to 
run until the end of June 
2022, with an option to 
continue the program for 
an additional year.

 
The goals of the Child 

Development Program 
are to 1) Build competen-
cy in child development 
and classroom manage-

ment and curriculum 
in entry level workers 
working in the private 
sector, including work-
ers with English as a 
Second Language; 2) 
Provide meaningful cre-
dentials including the 
Apprenticeship certifi-
cate, the national Child 
Development Associate 
credential (nation-
al) and Massachusetts 
Department of Early 
Education and Care 
Teacher Certification; 
3) Provide a career path-
way including a track 
into higher education at 
the community college 
level; and 4) Improve 
retention of entry level, 
new workers including 
building a path on a com-
pensation scale that leads 
to a self-sufficiency wage.

 
“The Apprenticeship 

program is a strategy to 

build child development 
knowledge and compe-
tency in unskilled, entry 
level workers and also 
provide a career pathway 
in the field to enhance 
retention and quality of 
care,” said Jim Regan, 
Vice President of Family 
Services of Central 
Massachusetts.  

 
The field of early edu-

cation and care is new 
to using the apprentice-
ship model.  In addition, 
child care providers are 
currently considered 
“Essential Workers” 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Working fam-
ilies with young children 
who cannot work remote-
ly must depend on child 
care services.  Child care 
programs have remained 
open during most of the 
pandemic to support 
other essential workers 

in health care, govern-
ment, the supermar-
ket industry, etc.   The 
existing workforce has 
been stressed by depar-
tures of workers due to 
health concerns or fami-
ly responsibilities.   

 
For 130 years, Family 

Services of Central 
Massachusetts has been 
serving the greater 
Worcester community 
as a valuable resource 
providing high qual-
ity support, guidance 
and counseling. FSCM 
offers a diversity of pro-
grams and services that 
include individual, child 

and family counseling; 
employee assistance; 
home care; community 
mediation, senior vol-
unteer and companion 
opportunities, and pro-
fessional development 
for the early child care 
industry. On January 1, 
2020, Family Services of 
Central Massachusetts 
(FSCM), headquartered 
in Worcester, became an 
Affiliate of Seven Hills 
Foundation.

 
About Seven Hills 

Foundation
Headquartered in 

Worcester, the Seven 
Hills Foundation is a 

comprehensive health 
and human services 
network currently offer-
ing program sites at 190 
locations throughout 
Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island employing near-
ly 4,600 professionals.  
Seven Hills Foundation 
offers a continuum of 
clinical, educational, and 
community-based sup-
ports to 60,000 children, 
adults and seniors with 
disabilities and other 
life challenges through 
its 14 affiliate organiza-
tions that are part of the 
Foundation.

UXBRIDGE — As a community service, the Deborah Wheelock Chapter, DAR, 
will open the historic Simeon Wheelock House (1767) on North Main Street to wel-
come those on the ballot for Town positions at “Candidates’ Forums” on consecu-
tive Tuesdays, May 11 and 18.  Election Day is Tuesday, May 25.

COVID protocols will be observed; no in-person audience will be allowed.  All 
questions for candidates should be sent in advance to an independent account, 
Candidates4um@gmail.com.  Attorney Rob Knapik will moderate the forums, 
introducing candidates and posing questions received from Uxbridge residents.  
All candidates will be invited to attend and informed of schedules and standing 
rules.  Barry Giles, Cable Program Coordinator, is responsible for production and 
more details will be posted on cable channel 192.

The objectives of the Daughters of the American Revolution are to promote patri-
otism, historic preservation and education through a variety of volunteer service 
projects.  Since 1892 this international organization has welcomed over one million 
women, regardless of race, color or creed, who trace lineage to ancestors who sup-
ported the cause of the American Revolution.

On May 11 and 18, the proceedings will be live-streamed at uxbridgetv.org and 
broadcast on cable channel 192.   The Deborah Wheelock Chapter, DAR, has no 
affiliation with any candidate or forums’ production beyond offering the Simeon 
Wheelock House as host for these important educational events.  Exercise your 
Constitutional right and civic duty on Tuesday, May 25.  Vote!     

NEWTON — Kaylie Gonya, a Lasell University student from Uxbridge, was 
elected to the University’s Student Alumni Association (SAA) executive board for 
the 2021-2022 academic year.

Gonya, a Event Management major at Lasell, was elected the SAA’s Vice 
President of Business.

The SAA is comprised of student leaders, ranging from first years to seniors, 
who engage with the University’s alumni community. Members serve as a liaison 
to alumni on behalf of the current student community. They are high-capacity 
leaders looking for a leadership development experience that hightens awareness 
about Lasell’s history and traditions and inspires a commitment to lifelong engage-
ment with the University.

For more information contact: Samantha Mocle, assistant director of communi-
cations at smocle@lasell.edu or at 617-243-2386.

Northbridge Legion baseball 
announces tryout dates

NORTHBRIDGE — Northbridge Legion baseball is excited to announce its dates 
for tryouts for the 2021 season.

Tryouts will be held on May 15 & 16 from 2-4 p.m. at the Northbridge Middle 
School baseball field.

Please call John Demagian at (508) 735-0842 if you are interested in trying out.

NORTHBRIDGE — Northbridge High 
School has released its honor roll for 
the third quarter of the 2020-2021 school 
year.

Highest Honors
Grade 12: Kristina Brenn, Colin 

Brody, Asa Flannery, Katelyn 
Lombardo, Angela Lovering, Brennan 
Mahoney, Kiera McMahon, Alexandra 
Padula, Jared Wielsma, Michael Wilkes

Grade 11: Caitlyn Mahoney, Dev 
Patel, Tyler Richards, Aidan Roy, Colin 
Tognazzi

Grade 10:  Abby Barnatt, Mary 
Goodrow, Coulton Manning, Adam 
Minior, Caroline O’Brien, Kathryn 
O’Brien, Caitlin Porcelli, Keira Touhey, 
Jenny Wagenhoffer, Graham Williams

Grade 9:  Sarah Cowen, Madelynne 
Driscoll, Mia Pellegrino

High Honors
Grade 12: Afia Aning, Ally Boucher, 

Vincent Duca, Callie Ellis, Patrick 
Gahan, Wendy Gordor, Olivia 
LeBrasseur, Hannah Lomonaco, Justine 
Michaud, Yira Navarro Rodriguez, 
Emma Paulhus

Grade 11: Angelique Akeley, Sara 
Bedigian, Samantha Billmyer, Tyler 
Bliss, Sydney Boudreau, Adam Chen, 
Lauren Ferreira, Charles Garrigan, 
John Gifford, Claire Green, Hayleigh 
Hoffman, Ruby Holtz, Kayla Kamishlian, 
Mallorie Mercer, Christopher Rivelli, 
Jessica Ross, Christopher Smith, Celia 
Walker, Lindzy Winslow 

Grade 10: Cameron Athanas, 
Karlee Battista, Brynn Burt, Meghan 
Cummiskey, Connor DeCiero, Hannah 
Direnzo, Elizabeth Duca, Ian Gahan, 
Madeleine Lannon, Jenna Malone, 
Colin Marino, Kayla Munson, Owen 
Orlandino, David Rousseau, Nina 
Szymanowski, Nathan Williams

Grade 9: Madelyn Andresen, Elizabeth 
Andrews, Ryan Bedigian, Evan 
Carrachino, Rebecca Cleary, Olivia 
Frabotta, Ainsley Hogan, Callie Jee, 
Hannah King, Kayda King, Charlotte 
Leppamaki, Joseph Mazzarelli, 
Charleigh Mitchell, Zachary O’Meara, 

Marcus Reilly, Natalie Zborowski 

Honors:

Grade 12:  Emma Barnatt, Jonathan 
Cray, Kevin Doherty, Charlotte French, 
Mikayla Gallerani, Emma Ganley, 
Destiny Ingersoll, Brooke Jackson, 
Jill Labrie, Emma LaChapelle, Olivia 
Lavallee, Ariel Marko, Morgan Mawn, 
Julia Mezynski, Trevor Moorey, 
Allison Ronan, Patrick Rosenlund, 
Avery Senosk, Kayley Tivnan, Domenic 
Trombino, Katharine Tubbs

Grade 11:  
Makenzie Alicea, Anderson Barnicoat-

Sansone, James Bartlett, Valery Bravo, 
John Buckley, David Castellon Palma, 
Molly Consigli, Haley Cormier, Jared 
Dermooshegian, Kyla Dominguez De 
Los Santos, Emma Donahue, Collin 
Falconer, Abigail Fraser, Daniel Fung-
A-Fat, Olivia Guest, Maeve Kelly, 
Isaac Maynard, Alexander Quaranta, 
Elizabeth Quimby, Yarelis Ronda 
Rivera, Rory Schofer, Zoe Taylor, Brent 
Turgeon, Timothy Visbeek, Matthew 
Wildman

Grade 10: 
Ian Claudio, Molly Conroy, Breana 

Ferguson, Kiana Hardy, Lillian 
Naylor, James Oatis, Liam Pinoos, 
Caramia Pozzi, Jacqueline Roe, Melissa 
Sabourin, Parker Scott, Kayleigh Silva, 
Emily Wheeler,  

Grade 09:  
Timmothy Adams Jr, Macie Allen, 

Samantha Alvarez, Logan Ballou, 
Drew Beaudoin, Haily Billmyer, Kiara 
Bodreau, Samantha Brody, Gary 
Bunis, Nicholas D’Alfonso, Charles 
Dupuis, Adam Ells, Xavier Falke, 
Dakota Grazulis, Timothy Guiliani, 
Tyrese Holder-Hinds, Lucas Hovsepian, 
Kayla Hubbard, Dominic Keddy, Jake 
LaChapelle, William Leonard, Emily 
Letendre, Molly Mawn, Kaydence 
Melanson, James Potter, Dylan Rouille, 
Rachel Sawyer, Anthony Tomasetti, 
Jack Wallace 

  Family Services of Central Massachusetts awarded 
grant to implement apprenticeship program  

NORTHBRIDGE HIGH SCHOOL 
HONOR ROLL

Local DAR House to host 
candidates’ forums in May

Kaylie Gonya of Uxbridge elected 
to Lasell University Student Alumni 

Association executive board

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325
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MAIN STREET  
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting

Plumbing
Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS 
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Auto Body Services

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

WOODY’S 
Rust Proof & Undercoat

IF IT’S WORTH OWNING, IT’S WORTH PROTECTING

ECO-FRIENDLY • STOPS RUST 
 DISPLACES MOISTURE • LONG LASTING • CREEPS

Stop Rust with the Best Woody’s  
Professional Rustproofing and Under-
coating Services. Maintain Safety and 
Value by protecting your vehicle’s body 

from rust, debris, and salt!

STANDARD 
$325 

DELUXE 
$499-$1499

Oil-based rustproofing applied 
by factory-trained technicians 

keeps the structural integrity of 
your vehicle’s body intact. 

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring 
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Central 
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUUD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • Up to 1250 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
log cabin  

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured
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The COVID-19 pandemic may 
have unsettled many aspects of 
your life – including your financial 
situation. Even if your employ-
ment and earnings were not 
directly affected, you might have 
concerns about whether you’ve 
been making the right investment 
moves in such a stressful environ-
ment. The pandemic is, hopeful-
ly, just a once-in-a-lifetime occur-
rence, but different events can rat-
tle financial markets. And changes 
in your own life also can affect 
your plans. To prepare yourself for 
whatever tomorrow may hold, you 
may want to get some professional 
help – but what, really, can you 
expect from a financial advisor?

 A financial advisor will look 
holistically at your life – your fam-
ily composition, your career, your 
hopes and dreams, your instincts 
about saving and spending money, 
your risk tolerance and other fac-
tors. So, during your initial meet-
ing, and at subsequent reviews 
afterward, here are some of the 
key areas you’ll discuss:

 Feelings about your financial 
situation – Numbers are import-
ant to financial advisors, but 
what’s most meaningful to them is 
understanding what’s important 
to their clients. Are you confident 
about your overall financial out-
look? Are you worried about your 
cash flow? Are you distressed over 
volatility in the financial markets? 
Do you have concerns about your 
career? By getting at the answers 
to these and similar questions, a 
financial advisor can gain a clear 
sense of who you are and what 
matters to you. You can then fol-
low an established process to build 
your personalized strategies and 
take the specific actions needed to 
achieve your goals.

Progress toward your goals – It 
takes patience and discipline to 
achieve long-term goals, such as 
helping send your kids to college 
or enjoying the retirement life-
style you’ve envisioned for your-
self. As you save and invest for 
these goals over the years, you’ll 
want to ….measure your progress 
regularly. If you seem to be falling 
behind, your financial advisor can 
suggest moves such as increasing 
your investments or adjusting 
your investment mix.

Changes in your family situa-
tion – Marriage or remarriage, 
the arrival of new children, the 
departure of children for college, 
caregiving responsibilities for 
older parents – any and all of these 
events can make a big difference 
in your goals and, as a result, your 
investment plans. During your 
reviews, your financial advisor 
will consider these changes when 
making suggestions or recommen-
dations. (Changes in your fami-
ly’s status may affect your estate 
plans, so you’ll also need to work 
with your legal advisor or other 
estate-planning professional.)

Changes in your retirement 
plans – As you near retirement, 
you might decide that your orig-
inal plans for this time of your 
life no longer suit you. For exam-
ple, you might have once thought 
that, when you retired, you would 
stay close to home, volunteering 
and pursuing your hobbies. But 
now you’ve been thinking how 
much you would enjoy traveling, 
or perhaps even living abroad for 
a while. To accommodate your 
change in plans, a financial pro-
fessional may recommend certain 
moves, such as working a couple 
of years longer or adjusting the 
amount you eventually withdraw 
from your 401(k), IRA and other 
retirement accounts.

 As you work toward your goals, 
you may find it challenging to nav-
igate the financial markets and 
respond to the changes in your 
life – but you don’t have to go it 
alone. And knowing what to expect 
from a financial advisor can help 
smooth your journey.

 This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Please contact Darren Parent, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor at 5 
Albert St., Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 
508-832-5385 or Darren.parent@
edwardjones.com.

25 ELM ST.
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 01550

TELEPHONE: (508) 909-4126
FAX: (508) 764-8015

WWW.STONEBRIDGEPRESS.COM
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What to expect from 
a financial review

EDITORIAL

Opinion and commentary from the Blackstone Valley and beyond

OPINION

To the Editor:
My wife and I have used a local phar-

macy in Whitinsville since they opened, 
so it’s been many years.  The customer 
service at the pharmacy was always first 
class until recently.  

Now, to refill a prescription you have 
to jump through hoops and it still doesn’t 
get it done.  You call there and spend a 
good five minutes listening to the auto-
mated system tell you what to do, then 
you push the right button to speak to a 
tech in the pharmacy and wait and wait 
and wait and you get no answer.  Now the 
frustration begins so you hang up and try 
again with the same results.  

Finally, you get in your car and go 
down to the store because it’s the only 
way to get your meds.  While you are 
waiting in line, you hear the phone sys-
tem say three pharmacy calls waiting, 
and in the background, you hear one of 
the techs say “Can we get a four?” and 
they all chuckle.  Not my idea of a good 
way to keep customers happy.  

This was my experience with this local 
pharmacy last week, and to top it all off, I 
had to go back the next day because they 
only had two of the three meds I needed 
in stock.  Customer service is not what it 
used to be.    

WALLACE SMITH
WHITINSVILLE

To the Editor:
Today, there is no more hot-button 

topic than race!  It is said “fools rush in 
where angels fear to tread,”  and MLK 
was no ‘fool.’  More than half a century 
ago, he longed for the day when a person’s 
measure was taken by character, not by 
skin color!  By now, shouldn’t Americans 
view our world as a shining rainbow 
rather than one colored in monotones of 
yesterday (black and white)?

Generations of immigrants and indig-
enous people wove strong threads creat-
ing a national tapestry currently being 
frayed by acid labeled ’systemic racism.’  
The Declaration of Independence and 
Constitution are the ‘glue’ that must not 
be eaten away by this plague!  True, their 
‘promise’ was unfulfilled (initially), but 
Jim-Crow-years, attitudes and laws are 
long gone.  Surely, to destroy our founding 
documents is no cure for racism; neither 
is defunding/demonizing police.  Address 
criminal (in)justice and law enforcement 
reform with common sense proposals, 
because chaos created by constant cries 
of ‘systemic racism’ renders minorities 
defenseless where they live/work/own 
businesses.  ‘Social justice’ is impossible 
where such conditions prevail!  Moreover 
in a ‘post-reform’ era, with multitudes of 
police officers resigning or retiring, will 
enough stay (or aspire to join depleted 
ranks) to serve and protect the most vul-
nerable communities in our cities.  

Not suggesting the uglier side of human 
nature be denied or ignored, but hyper-
bole about recent events only produc-
es more division.  Attention should be 
paid to legitimate pushback from many 
African Americans, including prominent 
ones like Daniel Cameron, Kentucky 
AG, Tim Scott, US Senator from South 

Carolina, and Leo Terrell, civil rights 
attorney, who denounce as “wrong and 
false” the systemic-racism-conclusion 
being touted.  Most alarming are the vile 
(real “Jim Crow!”) racial epithets, voiced 
by the ‘wokeness’ patrol, against those 
daring to disagree with the media-sim-
plified how-racist-is-America narrative.  
A death knell to democracy is sounding 
with this height of hypocrisy and acid 
comments that ‘cancel’ free speech!  We 
must demand unvarnished truth from 
newspapers and national news channels, 
not information ‘parsed’ by them, gov-
ernment officials, and sports/Hollywood 
types to fit a certain narrow perspective.  
The unanswered question is whether 
truth triumphs under media ‘censorship’ 
practiced presently.    

So far, Washington’s perspective on 
‘unity’ consists of dozens of Executive 
Orders, partisan legislation passed by 
(budget) ‘reconciliation’ and unilateral 
‘Progressive,’ i.e., regressive, proposals 
awaiting action in Congress.  Though 
fear not, because recalling St. Augustine’s 
“hope, anger, and courage make change” 
should hearten those of all color and 
creed to appreciate (shamelessly) our 
glorious rainbow, still brightly shining 
over this great country.  Together, we 
(the People) are a powerful force to move 
towards ‘unity’ if, in our joint humanity, 
we recognize all colors matter!  Douse 
black and white flames; determine to 
raise one voice to “stop this destruc-
tive madness” and return to “one nation 
under God, indivisible”… which is why 
so many always clamor towards the 
image of America’s rainbow tapestry.     

JANE F. KEEGAN 
UXBRIDGE

Whatever happened to customer service?

What’s wrong with this picture?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I would appreciate your vote 
To the Editor:

My name is Cay DenHerder, and I 
am excited to be seeking election to the 
Uxbridge Board of Health. I feel my train-
ing and experience can add to and com-
plement that of the current hard working 
and effective members of the Board, who 
have made such important contributions 
to the health of our town during this - 
hopefully improving - terrible pandemic. 
 
I received my MD from University of 
Massachusetts Medical School, and 
trained in Internal Medicine at Saint 
Vincent Hospital in Worcester.  I prac-
ticed Primary Care at the Fallon Clinic in 
Milford for many years.  I have a partic-
ular interest in public health, earning a 
Master’s in Public Health from UMass. As 
part of this degree, I did internships with 
both the Worcester and Framingham 
Health Departments, during which I par-
ticipated in planning and studying the 
public health needs of those communities. 
 
Most recently, I’ve had the privilege of 
providing medical care for veterans at 
the Worcester VA clinic for over 10 years 
until I retired last year. Since retirement, 

I have been involved with the Rhode 
Island Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team (RI DMAT), primarily assisting 
with COVID testing, and currently at 
the Southern Worcester County COVID-
19 vaccine clinic here in Uxbridge. 
 
I have been blessed to live in and raise 
my family in Uxbridge since 1995. I have 
been involved in our community over 
the years, including serving as a mem-
ber of the Uxbridge School Committee 
in the past, as well as a previous term 
on the Uxbridge BOH.  I worked at and 
was part of the Steering Committee of 
the Blackstone Valley Free Medical 
Clinic from its establishment through 
its closure in 2015. I continue to vol-
unteer with the Uxbridge Food Pantry. 
 
Every person deserves to live in the 
healthiest community possible, 
and I believe I can contribute to that 
goal. I would appreciate your vote on 
May 25 to enable me to do just that! 
 
Thank you,

CAY DENHERDER
UXBRIDGE

Equalizing 
access to 
education

It’s that time of year when high school 
seniors are committing to colleges and 
making a plan for what will happen 
after graduation day.  College tuition 
has become so incredibly unaffordable 
that many students are opting out or 
seeking a career in various trades, in 
which they stand to make more money 
than a classmate with a four-year degree 
— depending, of course, on which route 
they take.   

Harvard University cost ten schil-
lings per year in the early 1700’s, which 
was equal to about a pair of shoes and 
two pairs of stockings.  Interesting to 
note is that back then, most jobs did not 
require a degree, license or certification 
and laborers learned via apprentice-
ship.  If the price of Harvard over time 
had risen at the same rate as prices gen-
erally equaled to the rate of inflation, 
tuition today would cost $1,703 per year.  
However, that is not the case, and the 
current tuition at Harvard is upwards 
of $67,580. 

As a society, we stress the need for a 
solid, good education.  Any job that pays 
a livable wage requires you to have a 
degree, however many students are not 
making much more than their counter-
parts who chose to enter the work force 
right out of high school.  Really this 
depends on where you live and what 
you do. 

The significant increase in college tui-
tion has angered many parents and stu-
dents.  One has to wonder how a finan-
cial aid office at any given school comes 
up with the numbers for a student’s 
financial aid package.  In one recent 
example, a college in Massachusetts, 
cost $73,000 per year.  Yes, you read that 
right.  A student with a single mother 
who makes in the ballpark of $30,000 a 
year was offered $13,000 in financial aid 
for the year.  Does this school discrim-
inate based on socioeconomics?  One 
has to wonder.  Are wealthy students 
somehow more special than their less 
fortunate counterparts? 

Students who do make it through the 
four years will graduate with an exor-
bitant amount of debt, a bill they could 
potentially be paying well into old age. 

Way back when, state universities 
were free, however did include a small 
fee.  In the 1960’s, social and legislative 
changes turned higher education into 
a business, hence the student loan debt 
crisis we see today. 

Through some research, we discov-
ered an interesting time line that laid 
out the path higher education has taken 
since its inception during Medieval 
times in Europe.  Back then, few of these 
schools charged tuition and were sup-
ported by the government or a church, 
and areas of study were limited. 

In 1796, Thomas Jefferson proposed 
an education system that was support-
ed through taxes. He did this because 
he believed that for a government to 
truly work, that its people needed to be 
educated.  As a result, in 1818, the gov-
ernment began subsidizing elementary 
schools and Jefferson used a $15,000 
grant to start the University of Virginia. 

In the early 1800’s, many colleges did 
not charge tuition; however, only the 
wealthy could afford the living expenses 
incurred during study. In 1810, students 
lived as simply as possible, keeping 
room and board rates extremely low, 
compared to today’s living conditions. 

In 1870, Harvard’s tuition was $150 
per year, while Brown University was 
just $75.  This equals to about $3,000 in 
today’s terms.  Again, only the wealthy 
could afford to attend. 

A spike hit in 1920 when admissions 
doubled between then and 1930.  The 
cost was about $250 per year, with 20 
percent of college aged Americans 
attending university. 

The G.I. Bill was passed in 1944, but 
has since been modified. 

In 1965, the Higher Education Act 
passed.  This act helped provide finan-
cial assistance for those who needed it.  
In 1973, in today’s dollars, an average 
year, at an average school cost just over 
$9,000 and just over $2,000 for an in state 
public school. 

In 1972, only 49 percent of high school 
graduates went on to college.  Back 
then, grants covered 80 percent of the 
costs. Today more and more students 
are heading off to school, leaving less 
grant money to go around.  In 1975, the 
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Living in New England is a sports-
man’s paradise. The three seasons pro-
vide hunting & fishing opportunities 
that are hard to match anywhere in 
the country. We also rarely see violent 
storms like they encounter out West 
on a yearly basis. The big storms upset 
residents for years in other parts of the 
United States. A few windstorms that 
we encounter on an annual basis are 
nothing like those in other parts on the 
country. We have had a lot of wind late-
ly, keeping charter boats and private 
fishing vessels tied up at the dock.  

For those that brave the elements 
like rough seas, fishing has been very 
good. Cod and haddock fishing has been 
great on most days on the North Shore, 
but the three-to-four-hour boat ride to 
the fishing grounds eats up a lot of 
fishing time. The speed limit of 10 miles 
per hour on much of the North shore 
should be lifted soon. Reduced speed 
limits have been in effect for a couple 
of months because of the Right Whales 
that are residing in the local waters. 

A local angler took his 30-foot boat 
out to Stellwagen Bank last week which 
took him slightly over 4 hours to get 
to his destination. He reported close 
to 40 commercial draggers in the area 
and decided to fish in 250 feet of water 

to stay away from 
the commercial 
fleet. They managed to catch 
their limits of 15 haddock, 
and one cod apiece. Reeling 
fish to the surface from that 
depth had an adverse effect 
on the survival of under-
size fish. One angler report-
ed that the eyes of the fish 
were popping out of there 
head because of the pressure 
change. Cod also have their bladder 
pop, but most boat captains take a small 
needle which is inserted into the blad-
der, releasing the air before they are 
tossed back into the ocean. There are 
sure to die and become crab bait if sim-
ple precautions are not taken. Haddock 
are more likely to die trying to return to 
the bottom of the ocean. 

What a waste of fish. Allowing anglers 
to catch and keep all cod and haddock 
up to 16 fish per day would sound a lot 
more sensible. With that many drag-
gers working one area like Stellwagen, 
the fish population is sure to crash 
again after sportsmen were limited to 
catching haddock and cod for many 
years hoping to rebuild fish stocks. 
Numerous wolf fish were also caught 
and released, as they too are restricted 

species to retain.
Porgies are also 

starting to enter 
coastal waters 
which will soon be 
followed by striped 
bass. Unfortunately, 
stripers now have 
strict regulations on 
them allowing rod & 

reel anglers one fish daily and only 
stripers in the 28-inch to 36-inch length 
to be retained. It is known as the slot 
size. Again, this year, all striper fishing 
with bait., requires anglers to use circle 
hooks only. The circle hooks do help in 
hooking the fish in the mouth most of 
the time, but also cause a lot of misses 
when the bait is ingested and the hook 
pulls out.

Anglers need to remember not to set 
the hook but rather to just start reel-
ing the fish in. It gives the hook the 
chance to pull into the mouth area and 
become set as the hook slowly turns and 
finds its mark. It does work, but many 
anglers like to set the hook themselves, 
ensuring a good hook up. Mass. fish 
biologists agree that a lot of released 
fish will die after being released, but 
still feel it is better to use circle hooks to 
minimize killing fish. Photo ops of large 
stripers before they are released, also 
need to be done in a matter of minutes 
to ensure the fishes survival. 

Wild Turkey hunting has been great 
so far with many big toms being harvest-
ed locally. The birds became extremely 
vocal last week as the big toms go in 
search of a hen.  Many hens are on their 
nest by now, so funding a new chick to 

hang around with is becoming harder 
to find. Turkey hunting ends on May 22 
in Massachusetts!

The Singletary Rod & Gun Club will 
hold their annual Kids fishing Derby 
May 16 , this Sunday, starting at 8 a.m. 
The derby will end at 11 a.m. The club 
pond was stocked with trout prior to 
the event. As the Pandemic continues 
on a downward trend, more and more 
events by area clubs are being planned, 
as well as monthly meetings are also 
being held at the club, thanks to all 
nurses, doctors and hospital personnel 
that put their lives on the line caring for 
the sick. Thank you! 

Numerous clubs are now planning 
their annual field days, and the Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun Club is planning an old fash-
ion clambake July 17. Tickets are now 
on sale and are going fast. The club is 
open every weekend, or you can call to 
reserve your tickets.      

More information on a new access 
road to Harrington’s pool was received 
last week from a reliable source. The 
new road will be built with an access 
from the Uxbridge side. All plans are 
scrapped for any access off of Quaker 
Street! Please contact your state sena-
tors and state representatives to ensure 
that they are on board for building the 
new access road to this popular fishing 
and swimming hole. It is long overdue!

Katelyn Stacey was the winner in the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club fishing derby 
with an 18-inch rainbow trout. The six-
year-old young lady was excited as this 
week’s picture shows. Nice fish! More 
than 30 youngsters attended the event. 

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods bending!

rates started to increase faster than 
inflation.  Prior to the 1970s, tuition 
rates increased roughly two to three 
percent each year.  In 2003, the cost 
went up 14 percent in just one year. In 
1987, the rate for a public school saw a 
44 percent change. 

In the late 1990’s, the debt was so bad 
that people put off weddings, having 
children and making other big lifetime 
decisions. 

The year 2008 saw an increase of 439 
percent since 1982, while income has 
only increased 147 percent. If things 
continue as they are in 2028, the cost 
will be $340,800 for a private school edu-
cation per year and $95,000 for a public 
school. 

Americans over the age of 60 cur-
rently owe more than $86 billion in 
unpaid loans, and many of them are 
concerned that the government will 
garnish their Social Security, leaving 
them with nothing. 

The proposed American Families 
Plan is slated to include, for those who 
wish, two years of free community col-
lege tuition.  Expenses for books and 
supplies would be funded by the stu-
dent.  In our small rural communities, 
we see high school seniors who really 
want to go to college, but just can’t 
afford it.  Often times they are working 
part time jobs to help support their own 

families which is commendable.  It is 
extremely difficult, especially in rural 
areas for high school students to save 
up enough money to afford even a com-
munity college.  

Often times those students who do 
attempt to save thousands of dollars, 
have to do so by giving up after school 
activities such as soccer, band etc.  If 
the cost of colleges hadn’t increased so 
drastically, we wouldn’t need to think 
twice about this.  

Many parents who make just over 
minimum wage are drowning in debt 
after taking out Parent Plus loans, just 
to see to it that their children can get 
an education.  Even trade schools are 
rising in cost.  

A two-year tuition free community 
college (not universities — there’s a dif-
ference) would be a great opportunity 
for any American wanting to get a jump 
start on their education, especially for 
those students who come from lower 
income households.  Seniors who would 
never otherwise have had a chance at 
an education would now be offered one.  
Any opportunity for us to help educate 
our youth, especially those with the 
most need, is a good one.  

Oftentimes, it’s hard to empathize 
with people, until you put a face to it.  If 
you think hard enough, you can easily 
think of an individual in your life who 
could have really benefited from an 
opportunity such as the one mentioned 
above. 
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Frank 
Home: (508) 278-0186 
Cell: (508) 320-0867  

usefreshstartpainting@gmail.com

PAINTING
FRESH START

PAINTING
“Give Your House A Fresh Start”

Free Estimates
Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing

Fully Insured
Over 30 Years Experience

MASONRY
ALL TYPES

CHIMNEYS BUILT &
REPAIRED, STONE WALLS, STEPS, 

WALKWAYS, BLOCK WORK & MORE.
 

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES 

IN BUSINESS OVER 25 YEARS

BOB LATIMORE
GENERAL MASONRY

N. UXBRIDGE, MA. 508-278-3913

MASONRY

J. Grenier
Electrician

Service Upgrades,
Adding Plugs & Switches 

Installing Ceiling Fans 
Upgrading Smoke Detectors

FAST EMERGENCY SERVICE
Lic. #33649

508-234-4959

ELECTRICIAN
ROOFING
SHINGLES

OR
RUBBER

MASTER
CRAFTSMAN

CERTAINTEED
VINYL
SIDING

Bill Skerry 508-414-9457

Mark Vaz 774-244-6781

Quality Work... Always

or

HAMMERHEAD CARPENTRY

ROOFING

A fisherman’s paradise

Courtesy

Six-year-old Katelyn with her prize-winning derby fish at the Uxbridge 
Rod & Gun Club. 

Riley & Emma Palmer and Savannah Beals enjoyed their day at the 
Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club last week. It seems as though most young-
sters caught trout. They were not all monster trout, but the young-
sters all had a good time.

Pete Walker with a four-and-a-half-pound 
brown trout caught at Ashland Reservoir last 
week.

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

EDITORIAL
continued from page     A8

Former Nativity School 
president to lead GWCF 

Philanthropy 
 

WORCESTER – Patrick T. Maloney was welcomed by the Greater Worcester 
Community Foundation recently as the Foundation’s new Vice President of 
Philanthropy. In this role, Maloney will oversee donor services and the develop-
ment and implementation of all fundraising and endowment building activities at 
the Foundation.

“Patrick is an asset to the GWCF team,” said Carolyn Stempler, Interim 
President and CEO of the Foundation. “As we emerge from the pandemic and 
work to build a more inclusive and resilient Central Massachusetts, he will lead 
an exciting new era of impactful philanthropy at the Foundation.”

“I’m grateful to join the GWCF team at a formative moment in its history,” said 
Maloney. “I’m looking forward to contributing to the Foundation’s efforts towards 
making a more equitable Worcester for all residents.”

Maloney had served as President of Nativity School of Worcester since 2016.  
Prior to that he headed the advancement efforts at the school as Vice President 
of Advancement and Director of Advancement starting in 2012.  Prior to Nativity 
School of Worcester, he also played a role in fundraising efforts at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, first as Associate Director of Annual Giving before advanc-
ing to Senior Associate Director of Annual Giving.

 
For the past three years, Maloney has chaired the board of directors for the 
Worcester-based housing relief nonprofit Matthew 25, Inc.  He is also a member 
of the Supervisory Committee of Millbury Federal Credit Union and a GWCF 
Corporator.

A native of Worcester, Maloney is a graduate of the College of the Holy Cross 
and Saint John’s High School in Shrewsbury. Maloney and his wife Kristine live 
in Worcester with their two children.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO21C0161CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:

Sarah Elizabeth Catlin
A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by Sarah Elizabeth 
Catlin of Northbridge MA
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: Sarah 
Elizabeth Bowen-Catlin

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
06/01/2021. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 29, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

May 14, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO19P3236EA

Estate of: 
Gertrude B Henault

Date of Death: 08/08/2019
CITATION ON PETITION  

FOR ORDER OF  
COMPLETE SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of Complete Set-
tlement has been filed by
Mark Villamaino of Uxbridge MA re-
questing that the court enter a formal 
Decree of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final account, 
First and Final and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 06/01/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
Witness, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court
April 29, 2021
Stephanie K. Fattman,  
Register of Probate
May 14, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO21C0153CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:

Jaxson Rhyett Ruggiero
A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by Jaxson Rhyett 
Ruggiero of Whitinsville MA
requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: 
Jaxson Rhyett Opatka

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
05/25/2021. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 28, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

May 14, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO21P1348EA
Estate of: 

Mary H. Branowicki
Date Of Death: February 22, 2021

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner Karen M. Legere of North-
bridge MA
a Will has been admitted to informal 
probate.
Karen M. Legere of Northbridge MA
has been informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.
May 14, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No.WO21P1323EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Michael John Kuras
Date of Death: 03/10/2021

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Maryann Kuras of Howell NJ re-
questing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that Maryann 
Kuras of Howell NJ be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of said es-
tate to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 05/25/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 21, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

May 14, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Docket No. WO21P1365EA
Estate of: 

Linda Isabelle Nelson
Also Known As: 
Linda I. Nelson

Date Of Death: March 6, 2021

NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PROBATE 

To all persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner Christine E. Meuse of 
Shrewsbury MA
Christine E. Meuse of Shrewsbury 
MA has been informally appointed as 
the Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety on the 
bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.
May 14, 2021

 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate and Family 
Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

Docket No. WO21P1485PM 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT
OF CONSERVATOR OR OTHER 

PROTECTIVE ORDER  PURSUANT 
TO G.L.c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405

In the matter of: 
Paul C Staffier 

Of: Northbridge, MA
RESPONDENT

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
To the named Respondent and all 
other interested persons, a petition has 
been filed by 
Elizabeth J Sullivan of Mendon, MA
Anne C Fleming of Mendon, MA
in the above captioned matter alleg-
ing that Paul C Staffier is in need 
of a Conservator or other protective 
order and requesting that  Elizabeth J 
Sullivan of Mendon, MA
Anne C Fleming of Mendon, MA 
(or some other suitable person) be 
appointed as Conservator to serve 
Without Surety on the bond. The 
petition asks the court to determine 
that the Respondent is disabled, that 
a protective order or appointment of 
a Conservator is necessary, and that 
the proposed conservator is appro-
priate. The petition is on file with this 
court.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of  
06/01/2021. This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you fail 
to file the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written appear-
ance, you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the specific 
facts and grounds of your objection 
within 30 days after the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the abovenamed person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: April 30, 2021  

Stephanie K. Fattman
May 14, 2021

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
Premises: 17 Arnold Road, Douglas, 
Massachusetts 
By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Cindy M. Loring and 
Scott E. Loring to Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee 
for First Horizon Home Loans, a division 
of First Tennessee Bank N.A., said 
mortgage dated June 27, 2007, and 
recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds, 
in Book 41390 at Page 315, and now 
held by U.S. Bank National Association, 
not in its individual capacity but solely 
as trustee for the RMAC Trust, Series 
2016-CTT, by virtue of an assignment 
from MTGLQ Investors, L.P., to U.S. 
Bank National Association, not in 
its individual capacity but solely as 
trustee for the RMAC Trust, Series 
2016-CTT, dated January 21, 2020 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 62828, Page 268, previously 
assigned by Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but as trustee 
for Carlsbad Funding Mortgage Trust, 
to MTGLQ Investors, L.P., by virtue of 
an assignment dated January 21, 2020 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 62711, Page 81, previously 
assigned by Federal National Mortgage 
Association to Wilmington Savings 
Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but as trustee for 
Carlsbad Funding Mortgage Trust, by 
virtue of an assignment dated May 26, 
2016 and recorded in the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry 
of Deeds in Book 55667, Page 102, 
previously assigned Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), 
as nominee for First Horizon Home 
Loans, A Division of First Tennessee 
Bank, N.A., to Federal National 
Mortgage Association by virtue of a gap 
assignment dated November 19, 2018 
and recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 59773, Page 391, for breach 
of the conditions in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the same, 
will be sold at Public Auction on May 24, 
2021 at 12:00 PM Local Time upon the 
premises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
That certain lot of land situat-
ed in Douglas, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, with the buildings 
thereon designated as lot num-
bered One Hundred Fifty One (151), 
Section 1, on that plot of land enti-
tled “Wallum Lake Terrace”, surveyed 
and plotted by G. Bertrand Bibeault, 
Civil Engineer, July, 1955, which said 
plan is on file and recorded in the 
Land Evidence Records of the Town 
of Douglas in the Worcester County 
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 207. 
Plan 119 reference to which is hereby 
made for more particular description. 
The conveyance is made subject to 
all easements of record and all restric-
tions as specified and enumerated in 
Deed dated September 10, 1959 and 
recorded in Book 4064, Page 221, 
in said Worcester County Registry of 
Deeds.
For title reference see deed dated July 
2, 1999 and recorded at Book 21594 
Page 39 and recorded with Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds.
The description of the property 
that appears in the mortgage to be 
foreclosed shall control in the event of 
a typographical error in this publication.
For Mortgagors’ Title, see deed dated 
June 14, 2007, and recorded in Book 
41390 at Page 313 with the Worcester 
County (Worcester District) Registry of 
Deeds.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) Dollars 
of the purchase price must be paid by 
a certified check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check at the time and place of 
the sale by the purchaser.  The balance 
of the purchase price shall be paid in 
cash, certified check, bank treasurer’s 
or cashier’s check within sixty (60) days 
after the date of sale. 
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.

BENDETT & MCHUGH, PC
270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT  06032

Attorney for U.S. Bank National 
Association, not in its individual 

capacity but solely as trustee for the 
RMAC Trust, Series 2016-CTT 
Present Holder of the Mortgage

(860) 677-2868
April 30, 2021
May 7, 2021
May 14, 2021

LEGALS

Community  
members elected to 
Health Foundation
WORCESTER — The Board of 

The Health Foundation of Central 
Massachusetts recently elected the 

following individuals to serve three-
year terms as Community Members on 
Board Committees: 

 
Elvis Mendez, MS, Co-Director of 

Neighbor to Neighbor Massachusetts, 
was elected to serve his first three-
year term on the Community Outreach 
Committee.

 
Daniel P. Ricciardi, MBA, Interim 

Chief Investment Officer and Assistant 

Treasurer at the College of the Holy 
Cross, was elected to serve his first 
three-year term on the Investment 
Committee.

 
B. Joyce Gilmore, RN, community 

activist, was elected to serve her first 
three-year term on the Nominating 
Committee.

 
The Foundation was established in 

1999 with the proceeds from the sale 

of Central Massachusetts Health Care, 
Inc., a physician-initiated, not-for-profit 
HMO. The Foundation currently has 
assets of around $90 million and has 
awarded grants totaling almost $48 mil-
lion to improve the health of those who 
live or work in Central Massachusetts.  
For further information about the 
Foundation’s grant programs, please 
visit The Health Foundation’s website 
at www.hfcm.org or call (508) 438-0009.  
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John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

DUDLEY – 19 Progress Ave!  NEW CONSTRUCTION! LEBEL Builders! 2,206’ 8 Rm Split! 
Many Customized Features! Set on a 14,000’ Lot! Features 3 Generous Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN, Kit, Dining & Living Rm w/Hrdwd Flrs & SOARING CATHEDRAL CEILINGS! Liv 
Rm w/LP Gas Frplc! Granite Kit w/Abundant White Cabinetry, 6’ Center Isl & Stainless 
Appliances! Master Suite w/Large Walk-in Closet, Master Bath w/Tile Shower & Dble Sinks! Full 
Hall Bath! Spacious Lower Level Fam Rm w/Great Entertaining Space & 1/2 Bath! 2 Car Garage! 
LP Gas Heat & Central Air! Expert Craftsmanship & Appeal throughout, Truly Unique! Builder 
w/Yrs of Experience Delivering High End Homes! The Detail & Quality of Work Will Speak 
for Itself! Lot’s Cleared & Construction Starting Shortly! Worth the Wait! $469,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184’ 
9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, 1 
of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete 
Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer 
Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, 
Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable 
Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath 
for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to 
Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00

DUDLEY – 12 Susan Drive! Ideal 7 Rm Split! Beautifully Landscaped 18,615’ Lot 
including a Heated In-Ground Pool w/Pool House! Fully Applianced Kitchen w/Corian 
Counters, Island, Hrdwd Floor & Door to the Deck! Dining Rm w/Hrdwds & Slider 
to Deck overlooking the Pool! Living Rm w/Bay Window, Brick Fireplace w/Wood 
Pellet Insert & Fujitsu Wall Mount A/C Spilt Unit! 3 Comfortable Bdrms all w/
Double Closets, Spacious 12x16’ Master! Hallway Full Bathrm w/Skylight & Door 
to the Master! Lower Level 13x24’ Family Rm w/Recessed Lighting! Convenient 
Half Bath! 2 Car Heated Garage! Many 2018 Updates – Roof, Siding, Windows, 
Buderus Furnace, Hot Water Super Store, Oil Tank & Pool Liner! Out Back a 
Garden Area & Storage Shed! Town Services! Won’t Last! $339,000.00

WEBSTER – 35 Everett Ave! 2 FAMILY 
- GREAT INVESTMENT! 4/4 Rms, 2/2 
Bdrms, 1/1 Baths! Family Home Lovingly 
Cared For! Quiet Residential Area! Set on 
a 11,000’ Level Lot! Great Yard! Updates 
include Roof, Boiler, Electrical, Gutters, 
Porch, Sewer Lines, Insulation in Attic, 
Basement and Exterior Walls by Mass Save! 
Replacement Windows & Doors! Hrdwds! 
Garage or Workshop! $224,900.00

WEBSTER – 44 Sunny Ave! Sought 
After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’ 
Colonial! 1st Flr Features Open Flr 
Plan, Kit w/Isl, Din Area, Fam Rm, 
Frplcd Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3 
Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total! 
Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot 
Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious 
Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door 
Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen 
with Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining Room, Fireplace 
Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom 
with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler 
System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $2,249,900.00

SOLD

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGON DEPOSIT

FEATURED PROPERTY!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 NEW LISTING! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Estate Sale! Scenic View of Beautiful Webster Lake! 
Boardering Stone Walls! Split Level! 3 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Dining Rm, Hollywood Bath! Master Bedroom 
& Master Bath. Fireplaced Living Room! Finished Lower 
Level w/1/2 Bath, Garage. “Salt Water” Inground Pool. 
 $319,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSETS! Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! 
Architect designed with Lake Living in mind, Custom 
Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely 
situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All you need 
to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy 
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining , 
formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced 
lake-facing corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 
more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Special! Re-
member, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster - 401 Treasure Island Condo

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island Townhouse! UNIT# 401 end unit. Year round en-
joyment! Quiet summers on big & beautiful Webster Lake! 6 Rooms Applianced 
Kitchen. Open Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & Carpet. Master Bed-
room, W/2 Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Central Air! Central Vac! Very efficient natural gas heat & hot Water! 2 
Boat Slips D10 & D11 in the Private Marina. Heated Pool! Natural Sandy Beach! 
 $439,000.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

ON DEPOSIT

To Be Built or Build to Suit - 2000+ Sq Ft Custom Cape! 
3 large bedrooms, Master suite, Central air, 2 Fireplac-
es! 2 car garage. All town services.  $425,000.

WEBSTER • 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE  

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of updates. New Asphalt Shingles, 
& 8 New Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 24 x 26 Great Rm w/
Gas Fireplace! Master Suite w/”Spa Like” Bath & Soaking Tub!WHAT 
MORE COULD YOU WANT? INGROUND POOL? OK!! has that TOOl! All 
Painted! SS Appliances. New Tankless Hot Water Boiler. $467,000

SORRY, SOLD!

A SELLER’S MARKET 
is continuing into year 2021! 

�inking of selling, NOW is the time! Call us, your neighborhood Real Estate 
Professionals, for a FREE OPINION of VALUE - NO strings attached. 

Do business where the business is being done! 

FEATURED LISTING!
WEBSTER • 17 BRODEUR AVE

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD

Location! Scenic Upper Gore! “BIRDS 
EYE VIEW” of Webster Lake! Spacious 
Tr-Level. 2,279 sf., 4 BRS,1 full Bath, 2 
half baths. Inground pool. 2 Car Garage

$275,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 155 THOMPSON ROAD

Terrific opportunity for one Large business or 
Several businesses. 4784 st bldg. Zoned B5. Off 
I395 exit 1. High Traffic & Visibility. Excellent 
Location! assisted sale  $695,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Listing!

OPEN HOUSE
SAT, MAY 15 • NOON-2PM

SORRY, SOLD!

Our Commitment to you  Integrity  Hard Work  Excellent Service

XSELL REALTY

Century 21 XSELL Realty

Contact us to find more about your neighborhood market & what your home is worth! Inventory is extremely low!  

APRIL’S SINGLE FAMILY HOMES REAL ESTATE MARKET
AUBURN

April 2020 April 2021 Trend

Median Price $332,000 $375,000 m

Market Volume $4,846,200 $5,431,500 m

# of Homes Sold 13 13 k

Avg Days on Market 23 36 m

Month Supply Inv. 1.00 .44 n

WEBSTER

Median Price $258,500 $342,500 m

Market Volume $2,856,325 $6,070,650 m

# of Homes Sold 15 10 n

Avg Days on Market 53 21 n

Month Supply Inv. 1.43 .31 n

Auburn
(774) 772-7072

Dudley 
(508) 461-7550 

Worcester
(508) 795-3880

Johnny Wariebi 
(508) 335-5076. 

Monique Golemo 
508-414-0799 

Lisi Velez 
774-289-4641 

Doreen 
Gagliastro 

(774)757-2313

Jammie 
Geddis

774-242-9752

Angela Clark 
508-410-1319

Diane Strzelecki
(508) 335-2384

Jillian DeGrace
(860)315-3636

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

 ON DEPOSIT

Worcester: 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, 2 car garage

271 Beverly Rd. ~ $334,900

HOLDEN

3 units, fully rented, 2 bdrms each unit  
44 Highland St ~ $479,900

DUDLEY - FIND YOUR OWN BUILDER

Foundation & site work done,  
town services, Established Neighborhood, 

close to shopping & schools
Alton Dr ~ $149,900

 ON DEPOSIT IN 3 DAYS

Leominster: 3 bedrooms,  
2100 sq. �. 2 baths, 2 car garage

44 Brown Ave. ~ $479,900

Need Results?
Call experienced 

agents and a real estate 
company that sells –
Re/Max Advantage!

Diane, Joann 
and Maria

REAL ESTATE
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

I SOLD 49 HOMES LAST YEAR!

Let me Sell your home! I believe in  

delivering exceptional service to my clients. 

I would love to have you as a client.

CALL Direct
978-434-1990

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00  SOLD

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Sided, Great Location,  
Town Services, 3 Units,  

Town Services
42 Mill St. ~ $379,900

Dudley 
 New Listing

(8 RM) 3 BR/2BA home w/ 2-BR/1BA apartment! Remodeled with 
classic details intact. Hdwd �rs. Recent septic and roof. Oil heat.  

Corner lot w/ wraparound driveway.

DUDLEY • 57 Mill Road

21 Institute Rd, Worcester, MA 01609
Call Erin Zamarro, Broker | 508-847-7100 | www.zamarrorealty.com

Brokerage Lic. #422169

REAL ESTATE

Among the “favorable” recommen-
dations are Article 20, which seeks to 
amend the sections of the zoning bylaws 
which establish the maximum number 
of retail marijuana establishments.

“The committee believes that there 
should not be a limit on the number of 
retail establishments, instead, allowing 
the free market to determine which busi-
nesses are successful,” the committee 
released. “The committee supports the 
increase in retail establishments rec-
ognizing that the minimal community 
impact and resulting tax revenue pro-
vides a significant financial benefit to 
the town.”

The committee also recommends a 
favorable action for Article 17, a grant of 
easement for the purposes of establish-
ing a bike path.

“While this project appears to be chal-
lenging, the committee supports the 
establishment of a recreation path as 
presented by the Blackstone Heritage 
Corridor.”

The committee recommended unfa-
vorable actions for Articles 7 and 8, 
pertaining to the Water Enterprise Fund 
Budget.

“The committee does not advocate the 
use of reserves to fund department oper-
ational budgets,” the committee stated, 
adding that it suggests that a “compar-
ative analysis of revenue and expenses” 
be performed to determine if the current 
expense structure is appropriate.

Further, the committee recommended 
that the Sewer Commissioners adjust 
revenue or expenses in order to “achieve 
a balanced enterprise budget” for fiscal 
year 2022.

Uxbridge’s Town Meeting will take 
place tomorrow, May 15, at 2 p.m. at 
the McCloskey School, 62 Capron St. in 
Uxbridge.

The full warrant and more informa-
tion can be found online at uxbridge-
ma.gov. As part of the town’s gener-
al bylaws, all articles in any warrant 
for Town Meeting are referred to the 
Finance Committee for its consider-
ation. The committee releases a written 
publicized report and makes its recom-
mendations “as it deems best to serve 
the interests” of the town.

UXBRIDGE
continued from page     A1

said.

The full warrant and more informa-
tion can be found on the town’s website, 
suttonma.org.

In other news, Sutton’s Town Hall 
reopened on May 10, said Smith, and the 
library will also be opening. The Senior 
Center is slated to reopen on Monday, 
May 17.

“We’re slowly getting back to nor-
mal,” Smith said. “We appreciate your 

patience.”

Smith added that residents are asked 
to wear masks to Town Meeting and 
when visiting Town Hall.

“We appreciate your willingness to 
do that,” Smith added.

SUTTON
continued from page     A1

Cities and the smaller communities too 
often left behind by the modern econo-
my. We are reintroducing the BRAIN 
TRAIN Act to provide the focus and 
funding that will ensure every part of 
our Commonwealth is connected to the 
larger national rail network Congress is 
poised to create.”

“I’m glad to join Sen. Markey and 
Congressman McGovern in reintroduc-
ing the BRAIN TRAIN Act which would 
help fund critical infrastructure projects 

here in Massachusetts and across the 
country,” added Warren. “By expand-
ing transportation to smaller commu-
nities, we can provide residents with 
more access to public transit, connect 
people to jobs, and spur economic activ-
ity across the entire Commonwealth.”

“We have a once-in-a-generation 
chance to cut through the gridlock in 
Washington and build a more thought-
ful, accessible, and inclusive transpor-
tation network that empowers com-
munities and passengers throughout 
Central and Western Massachusetts to 
have a say in shaping the future of this 

country,” said McGovern. “President 
Biden got it right when he announced 
the American Jobs Plan: he said we 
need to go big, we need to go bold, and 
we need to get it done so we can have an 
economy that gives everybody a chance 
to succeed. I’m proud to partner with 
Senators Markey and Warren to rein-
troduce this vital bill so we can ensure 
that as we work out the details of this 
infrastructure package, we build back 
not only better, but we build back in 
a way that ensures economic growth 
and opportunity is spread equitably 
throughout the Commonwealth.”

ACT
continued from page     A1

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood

Planning a few long week-
ends or a vacation may have 
you rethinking your garden 
plans. Don’t let time away 
from home stop you from 
growing flowers and vegeta-
bles in containers.

 Irrigation systems with 
timers and self-watering pots 
are options to make contain-
er gardening and vacation 
care easier. You may, howev-
er, just be looking for ways to 
adapt your existing contain-
er gardening care while on 
vacation.

 Find a plant sitter and 
take time to provide needed 
plant care instructions. It can 
be difficult, but you may be 
able to convince the person 
stopping by to feed the cat 
to water your plants. Move 
containers to a shady spot 
to extend the time between 
watering. Make sure the hose 
is handy.  The easier the 
task, the more likely it will 
be done, and your plants will 
survive. Sweeten the deal by 
offering to share the harvest 
or return the favor when they 
leave town.

 Create your own self-wa-
tering system with a 5-gallon 
bucket and strips of absor-
bent material like cotton fab-
ric strips or rope to serve 
as wicks.  Place the bucket 

amongst your containers.  
Run the fabric wick from the 
5-gallon bucket into the drain-
age holes of your containers.  
As the soil dries the water 
will move from the water-
filled bucket into the contain-
er moistening the soil.  Use 
long wicks that reach and rest 
on the bottom of the bucket. 
Add a lid with holes for the 
wicks to slow evaporation. 
 Use an individual setup to 
create a water reservoir for 
each container. Set each pot 
on its own enclosed water 
filled container. Cut holes 
in the lid of the water filled 
container and run wicks into 
the drainage holes of the pot. 
 Test whatever system 
you create before leaving 
on vacation.  You want to 
make sure everything 
is in place and working.   
 

For short trips consider 
using a wine bottle or two-li-

ter soda bottle. They can be 
used alone or combined with 
commercial products to help 
regulate the flow. Just punch 
a hole in the soil and insert a 
water filled wine or soda bot-
tle. With cap in place, punch 
10 holes in the bottom of the 
plastic bottle before filling 
with water and setting in the 
soil. Evaluate and test how 
many bottles you need per 
pot and how long they can 
sustain your plants.

 Increase the water-
ing-holding ability of your 
potting mix with a product 
like Wild Valley Farms’ wool 
pellets (wildvalleyfarms.
com). This organic soil addi-
tive made from wool waste 
holds up to 20 percent of its 
weight in water. It releases 
water as needed, so you do 
not have to water as often.  

 Further reduce the need 
to water by growing more 
drought tolerant plants. 
Zinnias, lantana, sunflowers, 
and succulents look beautiful 
and tolerate drier soil condi-
tions. 

 A beautiful and productive 
container garden does not 
have to stop you from enjoy-
ing a long weekend or vaca-
tion out of town. Make plans 
for your container gardens as 
you plan your next trip.

 Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”DVD series and 
the nationally-syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and was 
commissioned by Wild Valley 
Farms for her expertise to 
write this article. Myers’ Web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

Vacation care for container gardens

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Melinda Myers

Water or wine bottles can 
be combined with commercial 
products to help regulate the 
flow of water to container gar-
dens while away on vacation.
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

HELP WANTED – OVER THE ROAD  
CLASS A CDL REGIONAL TRUCK DRIVER 

• FULL TIME POSITION•
Must be 22 years of age or older with  

1-year tractor/trailer experience
Must have a CDL Class A driver’s license and  

good driving skills
Must be able to pass DOT drug screen and DOT physical

Knowledge of safety and quality requirements
Knowledge of loading / unloading procedures

Clean driving record
Home nights and weekends

Hauling bedding components to local customers that we  
service within a 150-mile radius

Loading/unloading and additional stop pay
Perform other duties assigned by supervisor/lead persons.

Paid holidays and vacation - after 90 days
Medical, dental, vision, life insurance and  

retirement plans after 90 days.

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE 
ACTION / VETERAN / DISABILITY EMPLOYER

Call Kevin at Leggett & Platt – 508-987-8706

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 29th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY 
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Masks and Social Distancing Rules will Apply

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, seats Antiques

7 Lyon Street
SOUTHBRIDGE

�rst �oor, 3 bedroom, 
no pets, non smoker

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

2012 Sea-Doo Jet Ski GTX 
Limited IS

one owner, excellent condition, 
only 10 hours

$12,000 OBO
Call 508-248-4231

FOR SALE

BIG YARD SALE
Sat. May 15 from 9-1

No Earlybirds
169 Sheryl Drive
Whitinsville, MA

50 years cellar, shed, garage
Something for everyone!!!

I am looking to 
move into a 
1 Bedroom 
Apartment 
in Webster

or surrounding 
towns. If you have 

an apartment 
 to rent,  

please call  

508-461-6219

�e Summer Internship would run 
from June - August. Hours are varied 
and would be 15-20 hours per week. 

Duties include �ling, data entry, 
customer service and overall o�ce 

support to various departments.  
Knowledge of computers to include 

Microso� o�ce, excel & word.
Quali�cations: High School Diploma. 
Salary: $15.00/hr. Please apply online 

at https://www.townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Resources 
no later than May 15, 2021.  

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity 
employer and encourages diversity. 

SUMMER INTERN 
 Town of Charlton

�e Town of Charlton  
is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity. 

ASSISTANT TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
~ CHARLTON ~

�e Assistant Town Accountant is responsible for providing 
support to the Finance Director. Knowledge of internal control 
procedures, computer applications for accounting and �nancial 

management, applicable laws related to accounting, audit controls, 
& records management practices. 

Quali�cations include: Bachelors Degree in accounting or related 
�eld or 5 years of experience in a municipal �nance related area;  

or any equivalent combination of education and experience.  
Ability to be bonded. 

Please see full job description for complete list of quali�cations 
and responsibilities. Salary: $24.85 – $26.76/hr depending on 

quali�cations. Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Resources no later than May 13, 2021

FULL TIME MAINTENANCE LABORER
SPENCER HOUSING AUTHORITY

Applicant must possess a valid driver’s license and minimum 5 years’ experience in 
maintenance repair and/or one of the building trades. Applicant must be able to pass 
a pre-employment physical, drug test and background check. Applicant must be a 
self-motivated, team member, who is deeply respectful of elderly, handicapped and 
low-income families. An employee in this classification will be expected to perform a 
variety of unskilled and semi-skilled tasks in the upkeep of the properties and grounds 
including cleaning apartments following tenants use to prepare for re-leasing, remov-
ing tiles and other floor coverings, lifting heavy objects, mowing lawns, pruning trees 
and shrubs, snow removal and use of a variety of hand tools and implements. This 
position requires regular on-call service hours when the staff member cannot travel or 
be incapacitated in any way.  Wage is set by Labor & Industry standards. Supervision 
is received from the Maintenance Supervisor. Spencer Housing Authority employees 
are not permitted to smoke anywhere on housing property. Spencer Housing Au-
thority maintenance employees are required to acquire a Mass Pesticide Applicators 
License within a year from hiring. 

Job descriptions and applications are available for pick up at the 
Spencer Housing Authority office, 13 McDonald Street, Spencer, MA 01562. 

(508) 885-3904 daily from 7:00 AM – 3:00. PM.  

Applications will be accepted  until 2:00 PM on Friday May 28, 2021.                                      
E.O.E./Affirmative Action Employer

LIGHT CONSTRUCTION
Seasonal Job

Experience helpful but not necessary
Douglas, MA area

Email inquiries to 
JBConstruction@charter.net

TOWN OF SPENCER
SEWER DEPARTMENT

Assistant Chief Operator Sewer Department: Assist in the operation and 
maintenance of a Municipal Sewer System including Laboratory analyses, 
equipment maintenance, scheduled weekend rotation, collections system 
maintenance, respond to emergency calls, record keeping, and �ling. �e 
position requires a high school diploma or general education degree (GED), 
and/or three to �ve years of related experience working in wastewater 
treatment plants with three years of experience performing equipment and 
plant maintenance, or an equivalent combination of education and experience. 
Grade 4 Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator’s License is required 
with the ability to obtain a Grade 5C within a time period set by Sewer 
Commissioners and Superintendent.  

Submit application letter, resume and standard Town application form, 
available at www.spencerma.gov to Town of Spencer, Human Resources 
Department, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562. Open until �lled. Reviews 
begin immediately. Subject to Union Rules and Regulations.

EEO Employer.

TOWN OF SPENCER
SEWER DEPARTMENT

Laborer Sewer Department: Assist in the operation and maintenance of 
a Municipal Sewer System duties including but not limited to, equipment and 
collections system maintenance, operate �lter press, operate sludge disposal 
process, respond to emergency calls, pump station inspection, grounds keeping 
and snow removal, record keeping, and �ling.  �e position requires a high school 
diploma or general education degree (GED), and/or one to three years of related 
experience working in wastewater treatment plants with three years of experience 
performing equipment and plant maintenance, or an equivalent combination 
of education and experience. Opportunity for advancement to Assistant Chief 
Operator with ability to obtain a Grade 5 Municipal Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator’s License within a time period set by Sewer Commissioners and 
Superintendent. 

Submit application letter, resume and standard Town application form, available 
at www.spencerma.gov to Town of Spencer, Human Resources Department, 157 
Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562. Open until �lled. Reviews begin immediately.  
Subject to Union Rules and Regulations.  

EEO Employer.

FOR SALE

Rototiller 
Rear Tine 

Husqvarna

Excellent condition 

Well maintained,

 runs like new

774-261-0490

TOWN OF DUDLEY
Pearle L. Crawford Memorial Library

Library Aide – Part Time Position

�e Pearle L Crawford Memorial Library seeks applicants for 
a part-time Library Aide. �is position works closely with 
colleagues and patrons and requires outstanding custom-
er service skills. Team players who have strong computer 

knowledge, a desire to learn, and a respect for patron privacy 
are encouraged to apply. Prior library experience preferred. 

Position requires regular Saturday and evening hours.  
Please submit resume to  

Drusilla Carter, Library Director at dcarter@cwmars.org.
 

A full job description can be found on www.dudleyma.gov.
 

�e Town of Dudley is an equal opportunity employer.
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Hi! My name is Gavin and I 
like making people laugh!

Gavin is a playful young boy 
of Caucasian descent who has 
a great sense of humor! Some 
of Gavin’s favorite things to do 
are reading and playing bas-
ketball. The adults in Gavin’s 
life say he is engaging and 
enjoys connecting with others. 
He is well-liked by his peers, 
and he thrives off of adult at-
tention. Gavin is diagnosed 
with Autism Spectrum Disor-
der, and he functions academi-
cally close to grade level. He is 
a smart boy who enjoys shar-
ing his knowledge of the world 

with others.
Gavin is legally freed for adoption and would bring great joy to a family 

where he can be the youngest or only child. Gavin needs a family that can 
provide him with structure and consistency, and be open to maintaining 
contact with his sibling.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Gavin – Age 12 
Registration # 7640

Brimfield Flea market 
time is right around the 
corner, and despite the 
fact that only a few fields 
are expected to open due 
to COVID restrictions, 
eager shoppers itching to 
get back in the antiques 
game are prepped to 
snap up bargains at the 
famous shows as well as 
at area yard sales. While 
good deals on vintage 
wares are exciting finds, 
chances are many old 
items will need a little 
TLC before being put into 
active duty. 

To usher in a new sea-
son of flea markets, tag 
sales and estate auctions, 
this week’s column will 
review a roundup some 
of my favorite tricks to 
transform your (not so 
perfect) bargains into 
fantastic finds! 

***
Marble repairs can 

break the budget, but this 
do-it-yourself tip does the 
trick for a lot less! Small 
cracks in marble can be 
hidden with a mixture of 
wax and chalk dust. Melt 
a candle the color of the 
marble, blend in chalk 
dust to give it body and 
apply to the crack care-
fully with a paintbrush.  
*** 

Aged linens are love-
ly, but are often found 
with stains. Take a tip 
from housewives of the 
past to keep vintage tex-
tiles terrific: To remove 
rust stains from old lin-
ens the chemical free 
way, simply rub lemon 
juice and salt directly on 
the stain and hang in the 
sun to dry. For stubborn 
stains on sturdy linens, 
boil them in a pot of hot 
water to which a little eco 
friendly powdered laun-
dry detergent has been 
added. Let cook for about 
twenty minutes. Hang 
out in the sun to dry. If 
the stain is not gone, try 
leaving linens out for 
subsequent sunny days 
until stain has faded. 
* * *  
If your less than perfect 

porcelain or glass piece 
needs repair, the follow-
ing chemical free glue 
often yields great results: 
You’ll need: two packets 
(½ ounce) unflavored 
gelatin; two tablespoons 
cold water; three table-
spoons skim milk. To do: 
In a small bowl, sprinkle 
gelatin over cold water. 
Set aside to gel. Heat milk 
to boiling point and mix 
into softened gelatin. 
Stir until gelatin is dis-
solved. Apply a thin layer 
of warm glue to edges 
of glass, being sure to 
align break. Press firmly 
and apply masking tape 
over fix. Then prop the 
piece in a box filled with 
sand for support until 
completely dry, or tape 
and clamp the item to 
ensure a tight adhesion.  
* * * 
Old wicker is gorgeous, 
but it isn’t always with-
out its splits and breaks. 
Here is the easiest way 
to repair old wicker: For 
breaks that require the 
two pieces to be fused: 
Coat each half of the 
break with Elmer’s glue, 
applying glue to area 
around break points. 
. Cover wicker on both 
sides with wax paper 
and clamp the broken 
piece between boards 
overnight. If the break 
requires further strength, 
it can be further rein-
forced by weaving wire 
through the surrounding 
wicker to secure. Wicker 
splits can be repaired 
in the same manner.  
* * * 
Was that antique mir-
ror a deal because of its 
peeling silver? Before 
you dish out big bucks 
to resilver the glass, try 
“foiling” the eye by tap-
ing pieces of aluminum 
foil to the backs of the 
offending spots. Or, if you 
can’t live with a tinfoil 
patch, completely remove 
silver from the back of 
the old mirror with a 
razor blade. Have a new 
mirror cut to fit the size 
of your frame and attach 

it to the frame behind the 
old glass. Voila! You have 
the look of the old glass 
with a nice clear view!  
*** 

Retro liquor decanters 
are fabulous finds, but 
the alcohol they once 
held will often leave 
dark stains. What do to? 
Treat it with an organic 
acid such as citric acid, 
white vinegar or a mix-
ture of one tablespoon 
of salt to a quarter of a 
pint of vinegar. Leave in 
the glass or decanter for 
24 hours, shaking occa-
sionally, then rinse and 
dry thoroughly. If stains 
are still there, repeat 
the process although 
tough stains may never 
completely be removed.  
* * * 
To save serious cash 
on commercial wax 
wood restorers, check 
your shoe shine kit. 
Lackluster wood finishes 
on mahogany or cherry 
furniture or frames can 
be instantly renewed 
with a coat of cordovan 
color wax shoe polish.  
*** 

Black and brown 
sponge on type shoe 
polish are also great 
touch up tools for old 
wrought iron pieces.  
* * * 
Swinging sixties plastic 
furniture and accesso-
ries are hot collectibles. 
But many of the vintage 
pieces on the market are 
well used - and scratched 
up! The good news is, 
you can sometimes hide 
surface scratches on plas-
tic simply by applying 
a good coat of car wax. 
*** 

Want to spruce up sil-
verplate cutlery without 
hash chemicals? Try the 

old fashioned tin foil 
technique to remove sil-
ver. It’s quick and easy, 
especially if you have 
several pieces to clean. 
Fold a thick piece of tin 
foil and place it in the 
kitchen sink to cover 
the entire bottom. Add 
the tarnished silver-
ware and fill sink with 
boiling or very hot tap 
water to fully cover the 
pieces. For each quart of 
water add one teaspoon 
each of salt and baking 
soda. Soak the silver for 
several minutes until the 
tarnish is gone. Remove 
silver, rinse and buff dry 
with a soft cloth. Note: 
Homemade methods may 
leave a dull white lus-
ter on pieces or damage 
them. Don’t polish valu-
able or enameled silver 
this way and always test 
a few pieces first. 

* * * 
If the veneer is bubbled 
on your vintage furni-
ture piece, place a piece 
of stiff cardboard on the 
wood and press with an 
iron set at medium heat. 
Press until you the heat 
softens the glue and you 
can feel the wood give 
a bit. Then press down 
and weight the area until 
the glue has redried. 
* * * 
Vintage trunks are 
affordable finds, but they 

often come with a musty 
odor from basement stor-
age. Here’s a quick fix: 
Simply sprinkle some 
powdered cat litter box 
deodorizer generously in 
the trunk. Close it up and 
let it sit for a week. Better 
yet, after you’ve mowed 
the lawn, toss some grass 
clippings inside and close 
the lid. Stir the grass each 
day for a week. The chlo-
rophyll from the grass 
will absorb the smell!  
* * *  
Old games and boxes 
sometimes still wear 
their original price tags 
written in permanent 
marker. Try wetting a 
Mr. Clean Eraser and 
carefully rubbing away 
the ink. This works well 
on glossy finishes. Be 
careful, if you start wear-
ing away the paper, stop. 
Or try removing mark-
er on washable surfaces 
with hair spray. Spray 
on and immediately wipe 
off. Repeat as necessary. 

**
 

Win Dinner for Two at 
the Publick House

Your tips can win you 
a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 

will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Please note the contest 
had been suspended due 
to COVID restrictions for 
seating in restaurants.  
It is expected to start up 
again in June. All entries 
have been collected and 
will be entered into an 
upcoming drawing.

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that has 
worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regard-
ing household or garden 
matters?  If so, why not 
share them with read-
ers of Stonebridge Press 
newspapers?  Send ques-
tions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the 
Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn. 

DIY Repairs on Vintage Finds 

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

In-person open studio returns 
at Massasoit Art Guild 

REGION — Massasoit Art Guild is returning to in person open studio.  On 
Wednesday, May 19, we will be returning to our studio in person. 

Open Studio is from 9:30 a.m. - noon each Wednesday.  Bring your supplies, 
your creativity and get back to painting together in person! The support, caring 
critiques, and encouragement is invaluable. Membership is required.  Our studio 
is at 108 School St, East Brookfield.

We will be following CDC Covid guidelines. Masks required. If you are not a 
member and would like more information please email us at massasoitartguild@
gmail.com or visit us at massasoitartguild@gmail.com for membership informa-
tion.
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STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Docks & Lifts of New England  

Docks • Boat Li�s • Canopies Accessories • Swim Ra�s • Staircases

www.docksofnewengland.com

O�ce
87 Lake Shore Drive

 West Brook�eld, MA 01585  
413-530-1344

SECTIONAL DOCK™ CLASSIC DOCK™ ROLL-A-DOCK


FLOATING DOCK

FLOATING LIFT VERTICAL LIFT HYDRAULIC LIFT CANTILEVER LIFT

STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Boat Lifts & Docks
Hewitt dock styles and layouts provide a perfect fit.

Lifts perfectly sized and equipped to protect your watercraft.

Display
242 W. Main Steet,

 East Brook�eld, MA 01515  
774-232-7763

Residential & Commercial
From a hole in your roof... to a whole new roof!

508-NOR-EAST / 508-667-3278
www.NoreasterRoo�ng.com

Visit our showroom  
1 Providence Ln., Whitinsville, MA

Call us for a FREE Estimate
CS#69907 HIC#160483

Over 
30 Years 

Experience

Take the stress o�, Let us do the cooking! 
Stop in or check out our website for  

Graduation Packages available.
Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 

Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Stop in or check out our website for 

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com
Yum
!

Have a  
Graduate? 

Planning a Party?

www.StonebridgePress.com

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

Say it in 
living color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?




