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White Mountain demo
halted by state
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

“The best laid plans of mice
and men often go awry.” –
Robert Burns, To a Mouse
Winchendon officials had
planned to begin the demolition of two buildings on
Lincoln Avenue Extension
Monday, including one that
had served as part of the old
White Mountain Freezer man-

ufacturing plant. At the most
recent meeting of the Board
of Selectmen, Town Manager
Keith Hickey announced that
a court had given Winchendon
the go-ahead to raze the dilapidated structures.
But, Hickey told the Courier
Monday, he was contacted
by the state Department of
Environmental Protection last
Friday and told work could not
proceed as planned. In an email
exchange, Edmund Coletta,

spokesman for the agency,
said DEP was informed of the
town’s plans by a department
employee who had seen an article about the demolitions in the
Courier.
Coletta, however, said,
“MassDEP has not put a halt
to the project. MassDEP has
provided the town with information regarding both traditional and non-traditional
asbestos abatement activities,
Turn To
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Newsstand: 75 cents

Tax title property
sale nets just over
$71,000
BY GREG VINE
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A recent auction of properties seized by Winchendon
officials through tax title netted a bit of cash for the town’s
coffers. Thirty-one properties
were offered for sale at the Oct.

29 auction, and bids totaling
$70,100 were placed on 11 of the
sites available.
The highest bids were made
on parcels that included homes
or other structures, some in
various states of disrepair.
Turn To
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Schools awarded grant
to improve performance
BY JERRY CARTON
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Photos by Anna C. Cooley

Seniors romped through “Bedtime Stories (As Told by Our Dad Who Messed Them Up)”

Annual Tournament of
Plays entertains audience
BY SUE POLCARI

SPECIAL TO THE COURIER

The classes of 2019, 2020,
2021 and 2022 competed last
weekend in the Morton E.
Converse Tournament of
Plays, reportedly the longest
running one act festivals in
Massachusetts.
Members
of each class performed for
approximately 30 minutes on
Friday and Saturday nights.
The Freshman Class’ play
was entitled “Appropriate
Audience Behavior” by Ian
McWethy and was directed by
Kristi Iannacone. articipants
included Nick Bond, Dezzaray
Schindler, Kevin Pesce,
Domenic Iannacone, Lilly
Digman, Izayah Alcantara,
Moe Molai, Matt Marshall
and Thomas Adonteng.
Kymberlee Dennett oversaw
lighting and sound.
The Sophomores (2021),
directed by Kelly Fitzpatrick

and Peter Birney, presented
“The Last Flight to Ithaca”
by Christina Hamlett and
Jamie Dare. Loosely based on
Greek mythology, the story
revolves around Ulysses,
who after escaping from 20
years of captivity, is stranded at an airport in a snowstorm. Actors included: Allie
Cobiski, Jack Polcari, Becca
Graves, Riley Kimball, Justin
Thira, Joslynn Laverdure,
Nicole
Becotte,
Abby
Leahey, Cam Monette, Julio
Rodriguez, Arianna Dibble,
Vivian Beauvais-Michaud,
Gavin Stocking and Kaliegh
Lauziere. Lighting and sound
were overseen by Briahna
Bouchard and Lexi Gilbert.
The Junior play was “10
Reasons you Should Have
Stayed Home Sick Today.”
Each of 10 scenarios were
acted out by members of
the Class of 2020: Cassidy

Stadtfeld, Patrick Cortis,
Breanna St. Pierre, Brandon
Newbrough, Juliana Nolin,
James Murdock, Lyanna
laFord and Zach Cardarelli.
Lighting provided by Callie
LaVenture. Directors were
Mr. Brien and Mrs. Moriarity.
“Bedtime Stories (As Told
by Our Dad Who Messed
Them Up)”, by Ed Monk, was
performed by the Senior Class
and directed by Ms. Rondeau
and Mrs. Wheeler. The familiar (yet unfamiliar) stories
which were acted out were:
The Princess and the Pea, The
Girl Who Cried Dinosaur and
Rumplestiltskin. Participants
in the Class of 2019 play were:
Jack Newbrough, Ryan
Thira, Lindsey Gemme, Kim
Anderson, Chloe Lawrence,
Phebe Shippy, Timmy Quinn,
Nathan
Cobiski,
Elissa
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Winchendon’s public school
system has been awarded $65,000 from the state’s
Turnaround Assistance Grant
program, which is designed to
“improve outcomes for low performing subgroups of students
that are served by the DESE
(Department of Elementary
and Secondary Education)
Statewide System of Support.”
In plain English, the money
will be going towards creating
and putting into real life a turnaround plan being written by
interim Superintendent Joan
Landers.
State Senator Ann Gobi (D)
and state Representative Jon
Zlotnik (D) joined state education Commissioner Jeffrey
Riley in announcing the grant.
“Providing the best quality educational experience is
something every one of the districts strives for and this grant
assists in meeting that goal,”

BY GREG VINE

Worcester
firefighter
Christopher Roy died early
Sunday morning at UMass
Memorial Medical Center,
shortly after he and another
firefighter were pulled from
the second floor of a burning
apartment building on Lowell
Street in Worcester. The
36-year-old Jake, who had been
on the force just 2½ years,
lived in Shrewsbury and was
the single father of a 9-year-old
daughter, Ava.
The other firefighter pulled
from the burning building was
evaluated at the hospital and
released.
A wake for Roy will be held
Friday from 4 to 8 p.m. at St.
John’s Catholic Church, 4
Temple St., Worcester. A funer-
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al Mass will be said at 10 a.m.,
also at St. John’s.
Winchendon Fire Chief Tom
Smith said some members of
his force will likely attend one
ceremony or the other.
“In these types of situations,” said Smith, “what
happens is the guys will talk
about it together here at the
kitchen table or at meetings,
sometimes. We’ll also listen to
the recordings of the incident
to help us better understand
what happened. A lot of the
guys will also, in the shortterm, decide to do something
with their family; their family
at home but also their family
here at the station. Sometimes
they’ll call each other ant talk
to each other about it.”
“We try to make sure that
no firefighter ever dies with-
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Greg Vine photos

The source of drinking water for Winchendon and Ashburnham: Upper
Naukeag Lake in Ashburnham. Mount Watatic can be seen in the backgroun

Local firefighters reflect on death
of Worcester colleague
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

said Gobi.
Added Zlotnik, “It’s great to
see this grant provide additional funding to the Winchendon
public schools.”
According to DESE, the grant
is part of a program which provides “funding to the state’s
lowest performing schools and
districts to support the development and implementation
of turnaround plans that align
with the four overreaching
Massachusetts Turnaround
Practices, incorporate evidence-based strategies and
utilize a continuous cycle of
improvement to implement
and assess the outcomes of
turnaround plans over time.”
Those four practices include
“establishing a community of
practice through leadership,
shared responsibility, and
professional
collaboration;
employing intentional practices or improving instruction;
providing student-specific and

Cooperation key to
reliable municipal
water supply
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

A lot of Winchendon residents, particularly those who
are new to town, likely have no
idea that when they turn the tap
on their kitchen sink that the
water that flows from the faucet comes from Naukeag Lake
Greg Vine photo in Ashburnham. The pumping
Winchendon rookie Firefighter Corey station is located on the shores
Leary (left) and Chief Tom Smith
of Upper Naukeag Lake on –
out us being able to learn not surprisingly – Lake Street.
from the event,” Smith con- The supply of a clean, reliable
tinued. “I think the biggest supply of drinking water to
tribute you can give to any most residents of both commufirefighter that passes in the nities, and accurate billing for
line of duty is that you learn it, is dependent on cooperation
from what happened; that between the towns.
There’s been some concern
Turn To FIREFIGHTERS page A10 in recent years that, due to
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the age of the main carrying
water into Winchendon, leaks
in that trunk – as well as feeder lines tied into about 250
homes and businesses in north
Ashburnham – may indicate
that larger amounts of water
are being used by Winchendon
ratepayers than is actually the
case.
“There’s a main line that
comes from the plant to
Winchendon that supplies us
water,” explained Winchendon
Town Manager Keith Hickey.
“The water district subtracts
out the usage of the users
tied into that line who live in
Ashburnham. The amount of
Turn To
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WEEKLY QUOTE
When you go in search
of honey you must expect
to be stung by bees.
Joseph Joubert
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CLYDE’S CORNER
Saturday December 15
MRS. CLAUS AT BEALS: story
time with Mrs. Claus at 10 a.m. at Beals
Memorial Library, 50 Pleasant St. Come
listen to favorite stories with Mrs.
Claus! Friends of Beals also holds its
Holiday Bake Sale until noon, so stock
up on goodies too!
Bottle & Can Drive at Rite-Aid parking lot 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., sponsored by
NHS and Student Council to benefit
Wreaths Across America
WINTER WINE: drop in at the
Murdock Whitney House Museum for
wine & cheese 1-4 p.m. Take a break
from frenzied shopping for a quick bite
and sip with friends. Donations accepted. First floor of the historic house is
decorated for the holidays.

Sunday December 16
HOLIDAY CONCERT: The Greater
Gardner Community Choir presents A
Season of Carols, Sunday, Dec. 16 at
4 p.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, 52 Spruce St., Winchendon.
Seniors and kids free through Saint
Gobain Grant. Ticket available at the
door.

Monday December 24
CANDLELIGHT,

CAROLS

Real Estate
Transactions
WINCHENDON
$265,000, 419 Front St, Purposeful
Realty LLC, to Main, Jeffrey L.
$235,000, 156 Bayberry Cir, Robert
B VanDyke RET, and VanDyke,
Kathleen P, to Jean-Pierre, Andre
D, and Jean-Pierre, Myriam.
$185,000, 20 Woodlawn Ave,
Harms, Virginia M, to Marengo,
Kenneth, and Marengo, Mayfred.
$167,000, 93 Woodlawn St,
Resilient Investments LLC, to
Leblanc, Andrew W.
$85,000, 13 Woodlawn St, First
National Bank, to Rouleau, Daniel
B.

ENTERTAINMENT AND
EVENTS
DON’T MISS
A THING!

2.65

AND PIPE ORGAN: The Unitarian
Universalist Church of Winchendon,
126 Central St., will hold a special
Christmas Eve service at 7 PM featuring guest organist Robert Couchon.
Sing along to familiar carols, hear the
Christmas Story and the magnificent
Hook pipe organ, and pass candlelight.
This is a wonderful way for your entire
family to welcome in Christmas. For
more information visit uucw.ncmuuc.
org

Friday January 18
DARREN BESSETTE BAND: at
the Snowbound Club, 130 Baldwinville
Road beginning at 7 p.m. Come enjoy
this great band with local ties!
ONGOING PROGRAMS
ONGOING AT OLD MURDOCK
MONDAY/WEDNESDAY:
Chair
exercise 9:30 – Exercise to your skill
level.
TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY/
THURSDAY: Wii bowling 9:30; Pool/
Card Games/Shuffleboard. Come join
us on these days for Wii bowling, play
a game of pool or shuffleboard upstairs.
WEDNESDAY: ZUMBA w/Alisha,
Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. Join Alisha on
Wednesday mornings and Zumba!
Participate at your comfort level.

HOLIDAY CONCERT
The Greater Gardner
Community Choir presents
A Season of Carols, Sunday,
December 16 at 4 p.m. at
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish, 52 Spruce Street,
Winchendon. Seniors and
kids free through Saint
Gobain Grant. Ticket available at the door.
THANKS FOR A GOOD
YEAR
The
Narragansett
Historical Society wishes
to thank their sponsors,
members and volunteers
for a productive and bountiful season of community
building events. Without
the support of everyone,
this local organization
would not continue to exist.
Understanding the various
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love: February 9, 2019
Remembering our current military: May 25, 2019
Both will be held at the
American Legion Post
193 on School Street from
9-10:30 A.M.
S T U D E N T
ACHIEVEMENT
BANGOR, ME — Husson
University
announced
Winchendon
resident
Maggie Lashua will receive
a $3000 Pine Tree College
Grant and a $3000 Provost’s
Leadership Scholarship
for the 2018-19 academic
year. Lashua is a first-year
student who is currently enrolled in Husson’s
Bachelor of Science in exercise science/doctor of physical therapy program.

The Winchendon
Courier (USPS 685920) is published
weekly for $45 per
year (in county)
by
Stonebridge
Press, 25 Elm St. St.,
Southbridge,
MA
01550 Out of county
rate is $56 per year.
Periodicals postage
paid at Winchendon.
To subscribe call
(800)
367-9898.
POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to
The
Winchendon
Courier, 44 Central
St., Winchendon, MA
01475.

day the businesses were open
on Nov. 20 and about the same
was recorded the next day.
The Commission said 56,380
“units” of marijuana or marijuana related products were
purchased during the first
week.
The state cashed in too, to
the tune of 17-percent, combining the 6.25 percent sales
tax and a 10.75 percent excise
tax. Additionally Leicester
and Northampton imposed a
three-percent local tax , but
that overall 20-percent tariff
sure didn’t seem to discourage
customers.
Nonetheless, there’s concern
from the mayor of Boston.
Mayor Marty Walsh said he’s
worried about the “human
toll” of marijuana addiction
, telling assorted media outlets, “We talk about taxation
like it’s this great infusion of
money that we’re getting into
the Commonwealth because of
selling marijuana and I just,

I hope the human toll of it is
okay.”
Two veterans were the first
customers. Steven Mandile, an
Iraqi vet and medical marijuana advocate, was the symbolic
first customer in Leicester and
Northampton Mayor David
Narkewicz, an Air Force veteran, did the honors in his city,
buying a THC chocolate bar.
“I got to make history,”
reflected the 41 year old
Mandile.
“It means a lot and I never
expected this would be the
outcome of my advocacy,” he
remarked, adding, “I was just
trying to go around helping
people. I’m pumped to break
the stigma and the weird scary
aura people want to put around
cannabis.”
Narkewicz said he “flew a
desk” in the Air Force and
noted, ‘I’m proud to go to any
new business that creates new
tax revenue for the city and be
there for their opening.”
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As Winchendon waits for its
first legal marijuana shops to
open, a story being followed
locally by the Courier’s Greg
Vine, early indications are
the facilities in Leicester and
Northampton have become
essentially cash cows. That
obviously doesn’t mean this
will be the case everywhere
once more stores open (these
are the only two operating
at the moment) but in their
first five days of business last
month, they pulled in $2.2
million in gross sales. That’s
according to the Cannabis
Control Commission, which
released the figures from
Cultivate in Leicester and
the New England Treatment
Access in Northampton, the
only two such retail shops
open east of the Mississippi
River.
Some $440,000 worth of sales
jingled cash registers the first

The Winchendon
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information please email
nh1924society@gmail.com
and remember to follow us
on Facebook!
GIFT WRAP SERVICE
Gift Wrapping Service
will be available to employees, friends, patients and
guests on December 14, and
December 21 from 2 pm 5 pm in the Community
Education Room, located near the Gift Shop at
Heywood Hospital.
Gift Wrapping Services
are provided free of charge,
but we ask that you consider a donation of any amount
to the Weekend Backpack
Food Program.
ALREADY PLANNING
AHEAD
Here are the next two
dates for OWC: Send a little

Marijuana
proving to be profitable
BY JERRY CARTON

A STEP IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION

TO SUBSCRIBE, OR FOR
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
K erri Peterson
508-909-4103
kerri@stonebridgepress.news

commitments everyone has
in our modern busy lives,
the NHS is grateful for the
people who make our operation possible.
The building at 1 Boynton
Road is now closed for the
winter, and as always the
anticipation of the coming spring has plans in the
works as well as events
brewing. Cabin Fever will
be held the first Sunday in
March, so watch for those
details as they are finalized.
The Narragansett Historical
Society wishes you all a very
Happy Holiday season and
remember that memberships make GREAT holiday
gifts for your relatives! You
do not have to be a resident
of Templeton to support
this organization. For more
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How to Use:

BINGO! Hyde Park residents hold
bingo in the community hall every
Wednesday night beginning at 6 p.m.
It’s inexpensive, just two cards for 5¢,
and the community is invited! Anyone
over the age of 50 is welcome to join in.
We’d love to have more players.
BINGO 2! Old Murdock Senior Center
hosts Bingo on Wednesday afternoons
at 12:15 p.m.
KIWANIS:
the
Kiwanis
of
Winchendon meet the second and
fourth Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Carriage House Restaurant. Come be
part of the service club that concentrates on helping local children with
the Backpack Program at the public elementary schools, Breakfast with Santa
and yes, the Family Fun Day with the
Massachusetts state level chili cook off
every summer. We need your help. Stop
in any Wednesday, we’d love to meet
you!
YOGA & ZUMBA: two new low impact
exercise programs at Old Murdock
Senior Center, open to everyone age 50
and older. Zumba with Alisha at 9:30
a.m. and Yoga with Susan at 10:30 a.m.
THURSDAY
GARDEN CLUB: The Winchendon
Garden Club meetings are open to the
public. Meetings are held at 1 p.m. on
the 3rd Thursday of the month from
May through December. Please note the
meeting place has been changed to the
Hyde Park Drive Community Building.
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NEWS STAFF DIRECTORY
Editor
Ruth DeAmicis
(978) 297-0050 x 100
ruth@stonebridgepress.news

Yoga w/Susan, Wednesdays 10:30.
Susan leads this gentle stretching on
Wednesday mornings at 10:30. Even
if you’re a beginner, you’ll be gently
stretching in no time. Please bring your
own mat.
THURSDAYS
OPEN HOUSE: come sit on the porch
and relax at the Murdock Whitney
House museum 6-8 p.m. Tour the
house, walk across the street and get ice
cream at Seppi’s. Free evening, every
Thursday throughout the summer.
MONDAY
LEGO CLUB: Beals Memorial
Library, 50 Pleasant St. hosts a Lego
Club for kids aged six-12, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
every Monday afternoon the library
is open. Show off your creative side.
More information about this and other
programs by calling (978) 297-0300 or
visit townofwinchendon.com/bealmemoriallibrary.
TUESDAY
CRAFT FOR ADULTS: On Tuesday
nights at 6:30 Beals Memorial Library
has an adult craft hour providing a
place to meet and do crafts. People bring
in things they are working on, and can
get help on knitting, crocheting, quilting and discuss different ideas.
TINY TOTS PLAYGROUP: on
Tuesday 10-11 at Beals Memorial
Library, 50 Pleasant St. for toddlers
aged 0-4. Songs, rhymes and sharing.
WEDNESDAY
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GVNA announces appointment
GVNA HealthCare is happy to
announce the appointment of Nancy
O’Hare, of Framingham to the position
of chief operating officer.
“Nancy worked with the GVNA
HealthCare team in 2015-16 on the agency’s lean methodology initiatives,”
according to Elaine Fluet, president &
CEO.
“Nancy was a natural fit with our
agency and I am very excited to have
her as a full-time member of our leadership team,” said Fluet.
O’Hare holds a doctorate in applied
anatomy and physiology from Boston
University and is a fellow of the
American College of Sports Medicine. A
Sloan Fellow, Nancy received her MBA
from the Sloan School of Management at
MIT. She received her Master’s degree
in exercise science and her Bachelor of
Science degree in exercise physiology

from the University of Massachusetts,
Amherst.
Prior to O’Hare joining the GVNA
HealthCare team, she worked for
Orthopedics Plus in Winchester as the
operations officer. She brings experience from the community hospital and
teaching hospital settings. In addition,
O’Hare is a trained clinical physiologist, specializing in cardiovascular disease.
“Nancy brings a unique skill set to
this position,” said Fluet. “Her knowledge and use of the Lean Six Sigma
Techniques as a certified green belt will
be extremely beneficial to GVNA as we
move through the challenging times of
an ever-changing healthcare climate.”.
“We are excited to have Nancy in this
role and the opportunity to take GVNA
HealthCare to a new level in the coming
years,” she added.
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Accuracy
Watch
The Winchendon Courier is committed to accuracy in all its news reports.
Although numerous safeguards are
in place to ensure accurate reporting,
mistakes can occur. Confirmed fact
errors will be corrected at the top
right hand corner of page three in a
timely manner. If you find a mistake, call (978) 297-0050 during normal
business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s
voice mailbox. The editor will return
your phone call. Or contact the editor at the following email: ruth@
stonebridgepress.news.

Nancy O’Hare

Not Just Produced: a modern general store
Where can you step
across one doorstep and
experience a grocery
store, craft fair, and
flea market under a single roof? Winchendon
is a treasure trove of
small businesses offering produce, arts, crafts,
antiques, and other wares
that can be explored in
one stop shopping right in
downtown Winchendon.
Meet Beth Hunt, the
proprietor of Not Just
Produced, and one of
Winchendon’s
biggest supporters of local
small businesses. A lifelong Winchendon resident, Beth was raised
in a family of small
business owners. She
recalls working behind
the counter at the family-owned Winchendon
Dry Cleaners while still
in grade school. Years
later, she tried her hand
at a produce stand in
Waterville, and realized
her true calling as a small
business owner. The purchase of her storefront at
290 Central St. followed in
2002. After renting, renovating, and years of planning, Not Just Produced
opened in 2016.
Why
Winchendon?
Beth
simply
states
“Winchendon is my love

– I believe in it.”
Step into her store and
see the fruits of her extensive networking within
Winchendon and surrounding communities.
Almost every purchase
there supports local suppliers. A five-minute stop
can easily turn into 30
minutes of entertainment
as you are greeted by a
vast array of products in
attractive displays.
Not Just Produced
focuses on three major
product areas: fresh
produce and foodstuffs,
unique crafts, and the
“Antique Junction.” A
recent visit found baskets of apples, potatoes,
onions, squash and garlic. Smith’s Country
Cheese and Hubbard’s
Farm meats chill in the
cooler. Flavored vinegars
and oils from Monadnock
Vinegar & Oil are available for tasting. Murphy’s
Jam is prepared from
blueberries and peppers
grown in town, while
maple syrup comes from
trees tapped within a few
miles of the store. Beth
is especially proud of
the spinach crackers she
helped design for Jack’s
Crackers. Sweet offerings
include hand-made fudge
and chocolate by Flynn’s
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along with the lists of Massachusetts
Department of Labor Standards licensed
asbestos professionals who can provide
the asbestos assessment, monitoring,
and removal assistance to complete the
project safely and in compliance with
the applicable regulations.”
He said once the town has developed
an asbestos assessment and abatement
plan the demolitions can get underway.
“Based on the information we have,”
Coletta told the Courier, “there are no
state permits required for the demolition. In non-emergency cases, demolition of a building requires notification
to MassDEP 10 days before the work
begins and the building must be surveyed by a licensed asbestos inspector
for asbestos-containing materials prior
to demolition. In the case of the building at 283 Lincoln Avenue Extension,
an emergency condition exists because

Sweets which follow the
popular recipes used by
the former Otto’s Flowers
and Candies.
Those looking for that
one-of-a-kind gift will be
impressed with the quality and variety of crafts
by local artisans. Moose
Mountain Candles, based
in Rindge, offers unusual
scents such as “Twigs &
Berries” and “Macintosh
Apple.” Thistle & Thyme,
based in Fitzwilliam,
hand-crafts
creams,
bath products, and other
toiletries. Mark Lore
of Gardner produces
greeting cards with colored sketches of historic buildings and natural
scenes in and around
Winchendon.
Wood
workers create models
of the Toy Town Rocking
Horse, small furniture,
and inlaid cutting boards.
Embroidered
kitchen
towels can be customized
with your favorite family recipe stamped on the
back. Beth carries all of
the supplies for shoppers
to assemble their own
gift baskets at affordable
prices.
Complete your visit to
Not Just Produced with
a pass through “Antique
Junction.” Located at
the back of the store, the

of the unsafe condition of the building
and MassDEP can issue a waive of the
10-day advance notification period to
proceed immediately after the demolition notification form has been filed. In
instances where the building is structurally unsound and cannot be surveyed for asbestos prior to demolition,
the resulting debris pile is surveyed
once the building has been razed.”
Coletta added that the town won’t
be allowed to simply cover any debris
pile with a tarp in hopes of preventing
asbestos being picked up and carried on
the wind.
“Debris from the demolition of 283
Lincoln Avenue Extension,” said
Coletta, “will be considered asbestos-contaminated waste material
because asbestos materials cannot safely be removed from the building. As
such, the debris must be disposed of
at a facility licensed to accept asbestos
waste.”
Hickey
and
town
Building

Tis the season
to Shop Local
Brenda Pontbriand Sales Executive

Winchendon Courier • 860-928-1818 x313
brenda@villagernewspapers.com

www.TheHeartOf Massachusetts.com

Jill Sackett photos

Gift options on display at Not just Produced

junction features vintage,
antique and primitive
wares in spaces rented
out to local vendors. Rare
collectibles sit alongside
classic vinyl records,
reproductions, and memorabilia. Search carefully and you just may find
that hidden treasure.
Not Just Produced is
open Monday through

Saturday from 9:00 AM
to 5:00 PM and on Sunday
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Follow them on Facebook
for new products, special
events and sales at www.
facebook.com/notjustproduced
Local talent. Local variety. Local convenience.
Locally Yours.
Locally Yours is a col-

Commissioner Geoff Newton informed
selectmen last month the cost of removing the debris pile would cost in the
vicinity of $300,000. Several board members at that time expressed concern
about leaving the demolition waste on
site for any length of time.
At their meeting on December 3,
selectmen endorsed plans to apply for
a Brownfield Redevelopment Grant to
help cover the cost of removal.
“(Planning
and
Development
Director) Tracy Murphy and I met with
Mass. Development…and they indicated that there are some grant funds
available for some of that work, if not
all of it. So, we’re in the process now of
applying for that grant.”
The grant application, Hickey said,
had to be submitted by today (Dec. 14).
The town manager indicated state Rep.
Jon Zlotnik has expressed his willingness to support the application, adding
he will also be reaching out to state Sen.
Ann Gobi in the hope obtaining her

umn dedicated to profiling local businesses and
enterprises that serve
Winchendon.
If
you
would like your business
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Ruth DeAmicis at the
Winchendon
Courier:
ruth@stonebridgepress.
news

endorsement.
Once the town is given the go-ahead
to demolish the buildings at 275 and 283
Lincoln Avenue Extension, the will be
done by Mark Frye, an employee of the
town’s public works department. DPW
Director Al Gallant told the Courier that
Frye holds all necessary licenses and
has many years of experience in building demolition in the private sector. He
will work at his regular rate of pay.
The main expense related to razing
the two buildings is around $4,000, the
cost of renting an excavator. It was estimated that hiring a private contractor
to do the work would have cost between
$50,000 and $70,000.
The catwalk that connects 283 Lincoln
Avenue Extension to the building on
the other side of the street will also be
cut away and removed.
The town was recently granted a tax
title on the property in lieu of payment
of just over $13,000 in delinquent property taxes.

BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
Route 202 • 196 Glenallen Street
Wincehndon

Real Estate Brokerage
& Consulting

Earning the public’s Trust
one consumer at a time
for over 30 Years

www.morinrealestate.com
Licensed in MA & NH
978-297-0961

Performance
Press
Supplying printing and advertising
for 27 years specializing in restaurant
placemat advertising.
Call or email us to inquire how to
promote your business or organization.

978.297.0433 / perf4man@aol.com

978-297-2495 • 8am-8pm Daily

TACKLE This Deal!
BUY 1 AND GET THE
2ND HALF PRICE!

YOUR AD HERE!
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Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Traditions

Clark: consider a gift

What are holiday traditions in your
family?
Some of that depends on whether
your family observes a religious aspect
to the holidays or not of course; and
therefore which of the holidays matter
to you.
The end of the calendar year is rife
with holidays. They are, whether they
mean something deeply and truly
important to us or not, part of our lives.
The modern world is inundated with
messages bombarding us 24 hours a
day, some of them so subtle we aren’t
even aware of them. Some of them
engrained into us; to the point we think
everyone else around us must do and
think the same we do and we are startled when we discover they don’t.
Example: we all know, or think we
know, Santa Claus.
But there are people who would prefer not to have that tradition in their
homes.
Yet how do they keep it out?
And, how do they justify their reasons for the choice not to play into it?
It’s a small thing in it’s way.
But we do it. We all do it. And the
expectations are huge.
One of the hugest (like that word?)
is that Santa brings the biggest, most

expensive gifts…and they are monstrous. TVs; video equipment; bicycles;
even puppies. The concept is that Santa
brings what the parents can’t or won’t.
He’s something that guy.
But what happens when the kids compare notes later. When someone finds
out Santa managed a mega-toy or huge
pile of toys at one house; but could only
manage a single, smaller toy at a less
affluent house? Why the disparity?
How is that fair?
How do the kids justify it?
Do they get it? Do they blame the parents? Or an unfair practices Santa?
Which is why there are people in the
world, especially the USA, who have
quietly told their children that Santa
skips their house altogether. That no
matter what they have been told about
Santa, it isn’t entirely so, and their own
family just aren’t part of it.
It can be done. It has been done. It is
being done.
It isn’t easy.
And there can still be gifts.
It is between the members of a household who want to acknowledge one
another with a token of respect and
love. Not with an obligation and an
expectation.
So what is your tradition?

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor are always welcome, and may be sent to to ruth@
stonebridgepress.news, or The Winchendon Courier, 91 Central Street,
Winchendon, MA 01475. Be sure to include a name and residence. Please
refrain from sending letters via fax, and be sure to supply a home address
and phone number to allow for confirmation. Allow at least 48 hours for a
response. Letters must be submitted by noon Friday to ensure publication
in the following week’s issue. Every effort will be made to accommodate late
submissions, but inclusion can not be guaranteed. The rules of good taste and
libel will, of course, apply to all submissions. Personal attacks will not be published. The editor retains the right to edit all letters.

2018 has been a truly remarkable year for the Clark Memorial
YMCA. On Sept. 16, the Clark
YMCA celebrated the grand
opening and dedication of the Y’s
new Youth & Community Center.
This historic achievement took
place 64 years to the date, of the
original Grand Opening and
Dedication of the Clark Memorial
in 1954.
With the addition of the new
Youth & Community Center, we
have been able to serve more children in our childcare program
and are able to introduce innovative new programs in Science,
Technology, Engineering, &
Math (STEM) as well as Arts
programs. Additionally, we have
been able to expand our existing program opportunities in our
main building to more families
and to re-open the gymnasium
for youth and adult sports, group
fitness classes, and other events
and activities.
However, we need your help
to wrap up the capital campaign
that funded this historic achievement. We have raised nearly
90% of our community campaign
goal of $60,000. Please helps us
close the gap and reach our goal
by the end of the campaign on
Dec. 31. Gifts in any amount will
help bring us closer to our goal
and qualify as a tax deductible,
charitable donation. Gifts can be
pledged now and paid in installments that fit your budget. For
more information on how to
donate, please call Mike Quinn
at the Clark YMCA: 978-297-9622 or visit
www.clarkymca.org and click on “Give
to the Y” and select Capital Campaign.
Please consider a gift to our
PROMISE FOR TOMORROW CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN today! EVERY GIFT
COUNTS!

Michael Quinn, Executive
Director and
Thomas Kane, President, YMCA
Board of Directors

Life imitates art
“The political lesson of
Watergate is this: Never again
must America allow an arrogant, elite guard of political
adolescents to by-pass the regular party organization and
dictate the terms of a national
election.” – Gerald R. Ford
For 43 years – 43 years! –
Saturday Night Live has been
providing America with,
among other things, hilarious,
spot-on, pointed, eerily accurate, and scathing political
satire. From slapstick (Chevy
Chase’s bumbling Gerald Ford)
to almost affectionate imitation (Dana Carvey’s George
H.W. Bush); from near-perfect
impersonation (John Lovitz’
Michael Dukakis) to impressive idiosyncratic accuracy
(Will Ferrell’s George W. Bush).
But no SNL actor, writer, producer, or guest host has provided the kind of riveting political
lunacy such as that witnessed
by the world Tuesday afternoon when President Trump
and Vice President Pence hosted current Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer and
like House Speaker Nancy

Pelosi at the White House.
OMG!...as the kids say.
OMG!
For a moment I thought
White House pranksters must
have brought in Alec Baldwin
to do his increasingly precise
portrayal of our 45th president.
But no! Hell, no! There was
Donald J. Trump hitting the
bull’s eye with a precise, compelling, and absolutely hilarious impersonation of himself.
It truly was a performance
for the ages. Schumer was barely able to keep himself from
laughing in the president’s face
while Pelosi did her best to
remain composed while – in all
seriousness – trying to cajole
Trump into moving their negotiations behind closed doors,
where most serious negotiations actually take place, rather than shooting rhetorical
spitballs at one another for
all the world to see. American
citizens, political foes and
allies, and world leaders –
from Vladimir Putin and Xi
Jinping to Angela Merkel and
Justin Trudeau – got a frontrow view of Donald Trump
as he must have appeared to

…And
one more
thing…
GREG
VINE
5th-grade classmates during a
playground war of words.
In fact, the logic Mr. Trump
employed while trying to convince “Chuck and Nancy” that
they needed to give him more
than $5 billion for his border
wall lest they risk a government shutdown didn’t even
match the logic that actually
might be employed by recalcitrant 5th-grader.
The verbal scuffle started
with Pelosi and Schumer said
they’d be willing to give him
$1.3 billion for the border wall
that he said Mexico would pay
for, instead of the more than $5
billion he wants. If he doesn’t
get what he wants, Trump said
he’s more than willing to shut
down the government, which
runs out of funding Dec. 21
unless Congress passes, and

the president signs, a new
spending package.
Trump tried to argue that
“a lot of the wall is built”; a
flat-out lie. As pointed out by
the website PolitiFact: “’Steel
bollard wall’ has been built
at the southern border since
Trump took office. But that’s
not much different from
what’s been built by other
administrations.”
Then, pulling more dubious statistics out of his…ear…
Trump claimed illegal crossings at San Diego, Tucson,
Yuma, and El Paso were down
between 90 and 99 percent due
to wall construction. As usual,
the president was throwing out
numbers with little or no connection to reality.
Next, he fell back on a couple
of his favorite fictional arguments to support construction of the wall: illegals are
bringing dangerous diseases
with them, and terrorists (10
this time around) have recently been caught trying to cross
(“…no evidence to support
his claim...” according to the
CATO Institute).
Finally, in a fit of frustra-

tion, the president declared
he would be “proud to shut
down the government for border security.” Since he loves
to have superlatives applied to
himself, Trump must be simply
gleeful that he now becomes
the first president in history to
willingly take the blame for a
shutdown. Not just gleeful, but
proud!
I keep asking myself how
much longer it will be before
cracks finally start to appear
in Mr. Trump’s base of support.
When will he actually go out
and shoot someone in the middle of 5th Avenue just to test his
own theory that such an action
wouldn’t cost him a single vote
among his loyal corps of sycophants and cult-followers?
Mark
Twain
said,
“Patriotism is supporting your
country all the time, and your
government when it deserves
it.”
Well, the time has long since
come and gone when it became
obvious that the executive
branch of our government no
longer deserved the support of
anyone who truly cares about
the country.

The ‘Courtney Effect’
“The
Courtney
Effect.” That phrase was
coined this week by my
friend Kathy Gressieux
with whom I attended
Woodlawn High School
back
in
Baltimore
County. The Courtney
Effect, she said, was the
phrase she came up with
to describe why she has a
commitment to broader
activism, to wanting more than ever
to make a difference in her community
and she said she was inspired by what
she has learned about Courtney’s own
path towards activism and a prospective career in social work.
“From the remarks of others over the
past year and a half,” she told me, “this
whole time, her life, I’ve been affected
by it in a real sense. It has likewise
touched many others. Do what you can
where you can.”
“It resonates with me,” she said.

It resonates with
me too. This conversation took place last
of the
week and afterwards
I decided I need to
eart
put my money where
my mouth is. To be
JERRY
sure, I’m very proud
CARTON
of the scholarship we
launched at Smith
in the aftermath of
Courtney’s
sudden
passing 18 months ago. That annual
scholarship gets awarded to a Smith
MSW candidate who has overcome significant life and/or health challenges as
she did and it will help in a small way to
finance the education of a student who’s
brave enough to tackle the challenges of
becoming a social worker in a fractured
society.
That said, I’m forever writing here
and talking incessantly about our
responsibilities to making a difference
in our own communities. When Kathy

Journey
H

mentioned the Courtney Effect, that
inspired me to decide to begin a scholarship at her alma mater of Murdock
High School. I haven’t figured out all
the details yet. Maybe it should go to a
student who has gone out of their way
to make MHS a more welcoming, inclusive place and who doesn’t get as much
recognition as do some other students.
Or maybe a student who kind of struggled academically but figured out a way
to turn it around and is now ready for
college. Or maybe some combination.
Or who knows. The concept is still in
the formulating stage which is why I
reached out to ask for input on parameters and have gotten some intriguing
feedback.
Here’s what I know for sure. There
are kids for whom high school is no
fun, sometimes even sadly nightmarish. Courtney had the exact opposite
experience. She loved her four years
at MHS even though she wasn’t crazy
about my constant presence but as I

explained to her — it was my job to be
there — as the education reporter and
sports person at this newspaper, that’s
where I often had to be. That was really
a minor, almost half-joking (yes, half)
thing for her. I think her only real disappointment came when health issues
interrupted and subsequently ended
her school softball career. But overall,
she really did savor and cherish her
high school years and though she went
on to reach the brink of much larger
accomplishments, that greater awareness happened in part because there
were teachers at Murdock who helped
ignite her passion for social activism.
Some are even reading this — you guys
know who you are and of course I really
appreciate what you did to help lay that
foundation. Her senior internship with
second grade students at Memorial was
also a catalyst for her beginning her
travels down the social work path.
Turn To

CARTON
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Number of uninsured children in state rising
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

A Georgetown University
study had bad news when it
came to uninsured children in
Massachusetts. That number
appears to be rising. In fact,
the report said 20,000 youngsters didn’t have any health
insurance in 2017, a jump of
five-thousand from 2016.
One reason? Georgetown’s
Center for Children and
Families cites the national
political landscape.
Said Edwin Park, a research
professor at GU’s McCourt

School of Public Policy, “It’s
a troubling sign. We’ve made
significant progress in the last
decade covering all kids and
now we’re moving in the opposite direction.”
“Immigrant families have
lower participation in programs like Medicaid and CHIP
than non-immigrant families
and that’s always been the
case. But when you roll back
the welcome mat by creating
an environment that is hostile to immigrants, that can
reverse the historic progress
we have made in enrolling
all eligible children,” Park

remarked, pointing to efforts
by the Trump Administration
to overturn the Affordable
Care Act, impose deep cuts on
Medicaid and the Children’s
Health Insurance Program and
tighten immigration laws.
“Usually when the economy is doing well and people
are working, health coverage
increases,” noted Park, pointing to the lowest unemployment rate since 1969 at 3.7 percent.
“But we’re not seeing that,”
he added.
Overall, the nation’s uninsured figure sits at just under

9-percent, a sharp drop from
the 17-percent in 2010, the year
the ACA was passed.
Massachusetts was the first
state in the country to require
health insurance, a mandate
pushed by former governor
and now Utah Senator-elect
Mitt Romney and Senator Ted
Kennedy. But the state law
referred only to adults over 18
and in 2016, a study from Blue
Cross/Blue Shield showed over
95-percent of working adults
had coverage.
Suzanne Curry is a policy manager for Health Care
for All, an advocacy group in

Boston. “A lot of families might
be scared of the implications of
receiving a public benefit even
if they are eligible. It has a
chilling effect,” she said.
Massachusetts’ immigrant
situation is felt more acutely in larger cities like Boston
and Worcester than in smaller
more rural communities like
Winchendon, though Gardner
has seen an influx. Specific
statistics regarding the number of uninsured children in
Winchendon were not available from state agencies.

McGovern announces new Washington office location
WASHINGTON — U.S. Congressman
Jim McGovern (D-MA) announced
the Office of Massachusetts’ Second
Congressional District in Washington,
DC has moved to Room 408 of the
Cannon House office building.
The mandatory move was prompted by an ongoing, long-term renewal
project of the Cannon Building undertaken by the Architect of the Capitol,
during which occupants must relocate
in phases while workers preserve and

restore the historic structure. The second district’s new office is in an area of
the building that has been restored and
reopened to the public.
Completed in 1908, the Cannon building is the oldest congressional office
building other than the United States
Capitol. According to the Architect
of the Capitol, the century-old building is currently plagued by safety,
health, environmental and operational
issues that pose a serious danger to

both staff and members of Congress.
The entire renewal project is scheduled to take approximately 10 years,
with five phases aligned to fall between
Congressional move cycles. Recent photos of the renewal project can be found
here.
“This office belongs to the people of
Massachusetts’ Second District,” said
Congressman McGovern. “One of the
greatest gifts of working here is getting
to share it with them when they visit. I

encourage and invite everyone to visit
my website and schedule a tour with us
during their next trip to Washington,
DC to learn about the amazing history
of the United States Capitol building.”
The phone number for the office, (202)
225-6101, will remain the same, and any
mail which has already been sent to the
current office will be redirected to the
new office.

A BEARY CHRISTMAS

Courtesy photo

In total the Cub Scouts in Winchendon collected 45 stuffed animals to be donated to Kylie’s Bear Drive. We are
very proud of our pack for all they do and give. This coming month we are collect food for the CAC and Christmas
caroling at Broadview on Dec 16.

CARTON

continued from page A4


Given that, starting this scholarship and having the authority to decide who gets it (unlike
the one at Smith) feels like the
right way to give back to a place
which nurtured her and mattered to her. “Think Global, Act
Local” or something very close
to that is how the saying goes.

I’m proud of Kathy who has
just concluded a 42-year nursing
career and will now escalate her
commitment to community. I’m
proud of so many other friends
who have found ways to make
a difference. Obviously not all
of them were inspired to do so
because of Courtney. Plenty of
them had been active long before
her short life began or ended
but if her legacy helped in any

way to reaffirm that commitment, that’s the kind of legacy
we should all leave. Nothing we
do in her memory will mitigate
the enduring pain of her loss
but there is a lot we can do to
make that aforementioned legacy count. So many of you are
doing your parts. These days
that feels more necessary than
ever I know. Kudos and thanks
to you all. See you next week.

Customers
can’t find
you if they
can’t
see you
Get seen
every week
by thousands
of people!

Call us today
to reserve
your spot
800.536.5836

www.TheHeartofMassachussetts.com
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Police Log
Editor’s Note: The information contained in this police log was obtained
through public documents kept by the
police department, and is considered to
be the account of the police. All subjects
are considered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.
Police agencies can no longer print
the names of people who are arrested or
charged with domestic assault related
charges. The new law is designed to protect victims, so they are not re-victimized
through indirect identification.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4
1:09-1:47 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 2:07 a.m.: parking violation
(Front Street), ticket issued; 2:10 a.m.:
parking violation (Front Street), ticket issued; 2:13 a.m.: parking violation
(Front Street), ticket issued; 2:16-2:19
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 2:20
a.m.: parking violation (Juniper Street),
ticket issued; 2:23 a.m.: parking violation (Mill Street), ticket issued; 2:29 a.m.:
parking violation (Morse Avenue), ticket issued; 2:30 a.m.: building checked,
secure; 2:55 a.m.: parking violation
(Pleasant Street), ticket issued; 3:03
a.m.: parking violation (Sunset Court),
spoken to; 3:16 a.m.: parking violation
(Sunset Court), spoken to; 3:28 a.m.: traffic hazard (Central Street), removed;
3:38 a.m.: parking violation (Walnut
Street), ticket issued; 8:40 a.m.: parking
violation (Walnut Street), spoken to;
9:07 a.m.: erratic operation (Gardner
Road), unable to locate; 10:36 a.m.: ambulance (Elmwood Road), transported;
10:58 a.m.: investigation (Brooks Road),
spoken to; 11:22 a.m.: mv stop (Spring
Street), verbal warning; 12:19 p.m.: mv
stop (River Street), citation issued;
12:39 p.m.: mv stop (Maple Street), verbal warning; 12:42 p.m.: ambulance
(Elmwood Road), transported; 12:46
a.m.: accident (Central Street), gone on
arrival; 1:00 a.m.: assist citizen (River
Street), spoken to; 1:25 p.m.: accident
(Spring Street), report taken; 1:40 p.m.:
ambulance (Winter Street), transported; 3:05 p.m.: suspicious person (Pond
Street), spoken to; 3:22 p.m.: ambulance
(Ipswich Drive), assisted; 4:19 p.m.: disabled mv (Baldwinville State Road),
transport; 6:57 p.m.: accident (Brown
Street), report taken; 7:04 p.m.: assist
motorist (High Street); 8:32 p.m.: ambulance (Cedar Street), transported; 9:00
p.m.: suspicious mv (Gardner Road),
gone on arrival; 9:13 p.m.: suspicious
mv (Old Gardner Road), spoken to.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
1:57-2:34 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 6:21 a.m.: officer wanted (Hyde
Park Street), report taken; 8:33 a.m.: sex
offender registration (Linden Street),

info/general (East Monomonac Road),
info taken; 8:43 a.m.: info/general (Pine
Street), info taken; 9:23 a.m.: info/general (Mill Street), info taken; 10:15 a.m.:
assist citizen (Academy Street); 10:24
a.m.: animal complaint (Cummings
Road), referred to ACO; 10:43 a.m.:
info/general (Lincoln Avenue), spoken to; 11:45 a.m.: lift assist (School
Street), services rendered; 12:02 p.m.:
suspicious mv (Front Street), spoken
to; 12:11 p.m.: ambulance (Central
Street), transported; 12:26 p.m.: welfare
check/general (Vaine Street), spoken
to; 12:34 p.m.: sex offender registration
(Central Street), info taken; 2:06 p.m.:
info/general (Spring Street), info taken;
2:25 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Ipswich
Drive), accidental; 4:35 p.m.: larceny
(Maple Street), report taken; 5:33 p.m.:
officer wanted (Elm Street), spoken to;
5:52 p.m.: investigation (Maple Street),
unable to locate; 7:56 p.m.: mv stop
(Gardner Road), verbal warning; 9:43
p.m.: mv stop (River Street), written
warning; 10:11 p.m.: mv stop (Spring
Street), citation issued; 11:45 p.m.: mv
stop (Spring Street), verbal warning.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
12:23 a.m.: mv stop (Sibley Road),
report taken; 2:18 a.m.: ambulance
(Glenallan Street), transported; 2:27
a.m.: ambulance (Mill Glen Road),
transported; 5:38 a.m.: noise complaint (Alger Street), gone on arrival;
6:13 p.m.: investigation (Grove Street),
services rendered; 7:41 a.m.: property damage (Mill Glen Road), report
taken; 8:05 a.m. investigation (Mill
Glen Road), services rendered; 9:20
a.m.: keep the peace (Hyde Park Drive),
assisted; 9:52 a.m.: fraud (Baldwinville
State Road), report taken; 10:21 a.m.:
mv stop (Spring Street), verbal warning; 10:54 a.m.: mv stop (Front Street),
verbal warning; 11:03 a.m.: mv stop
(Front Street), verbal warning; 11:29
a.m.: ambulance (Linden Street), transported; 11:32 a.m.: officer wanted (Alger
Street), transported to hospital; 12:18
p.m.: burglar alarm (Central Street),
false alarm; 12:41 p.m.: harassment
(Glenallan Street), spoken to; 1:11 p.m.:
info/general (Central Street), assisted;
1:44 p.m.: fire alarm (Front Street), services rendered; 2:31 p.m.: investigation
(Alger Street), unable to locate; 3:00
p.m.: threats (Teel Road), info taken;
3:19 p.m.: ambulance (Central Street),
transported; 3:34 p.m.: investigation
(Baldwinville State Road), spoken to;
4:46 p.m.: officer wanted (Pearl Street),
spoken to; 5:23 p.m.: welfare check/
general (Maple Street), spoken to; 6:41
p.m.: FD call (Chestnut Street), assisted;
8:33 p.m.: mv stop (Spring Street), verbal warning; 8:48 p.m.: mv stop (Pond

spoken to; 8:39 a.m.: sex offender registration (Central Street), assisted; 8:54
a.m.: investigation (Maynard Street),
report taken; 9:33 a.m.: ambulance
(Pearl Drive), transported; 9:49 a.m.:
assist other agency (Lincoln Avenue
Extension), services rendered; 11:09
a.m.: erratic operation (Gardner Road),
unable to locate; 11:11 a.m.: disabled
mv (Glenallan Street), info taken; 11:22
a.m.: traffic hazard (Baldwinville Road),
referred; 12:05 p.m.: fire alarm (Murdock
Avenue), false alarm; 1:08 p.m.: accident
(Gardner Road), referred; 1:23 p.m.: mv
lockout (Hall Road), services rendered;
1:56 p.m.: road rage (Lincoln Avenue),
spoken to; 2:14 p.m.: erratic operation
(School Street), spoken to; 3:15 a.m.: officer wanted (Baldwinville State Road),
unable to locate; 3:20 p.m.: assist other
PD (Gardner Road), unable to locate;
6:15 p.m.: assist other agency (Pearl
Drive), services rendered; 6:44 p.m.: mv
stop (Maple Street), verbal warning;
6:52 p.m.: mv stop (Maple Street), verbal
warning; 7:30 p.m.: harassment (Hyde
Park Drive), report taken; 9:21 p.m.: animal complaint (Teel Road), info taken;
9:33 p.m.: suspicious person (Spring
Street), services rendered.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6
12:16 a.m.: mv stop (River Street),
verbal warning; 12:28-1:25 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:36 a.m.: parking violation (Emerald Street), ticket
issued; 1:43 a.m.: building checked,
secure; 8:44 a.m.: welfare check/child
(Ready Drive), assisted; 9:55 a.m.; property found (Spring Street), returned
to owner; 10:27 a.m.: officer wanted
(Bayberry Circle), report taken; 10:32
a.m.: traffic hazard (River Street), no
service necessary; 4:16 p.m.: noise complaint (Central Street), services rendered; 4:37 p.m.: keep the peace (Maple
Street), unable to locate; 5:56 p.m.: 911
non-emergency (Maple Street), transported to hospital; 6:31 p.m.: harassment
(Hyde Park Street), info taken; 7:53 p.m.:
disabled mv (Glenallan Street), secure;
8:45 p.m.: mv stop (Spring Street), verbal warning; 8:57 p.m.: mv stop (Spring
Street), citation issued; 9:10 p.m.: mental health issue (Pearl Drive), Section
12; 10:26 p.m.: ambulance (Lakeview
Drive), transported.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7
12:48 a.m.: building checked, secure;
12:49 a.m.: animal complaint (Mechanic
Street), report taken; 1:00-1:23 a.m.:
buildings checked, secure; 2:26 a.m.:
parking violation (Cedar Street), ticket issued; 2:42 a.m.: parking violation
(Juniper Street), ticket issued; 2:49 a.m.:
parking violation (Linden Street), ticket issued; 2:55 a.m.: parking violation
(Linden Street), ticket issued; 8:31 a.m.:

Street), verbal warning; 9:20 p.m.: stolen mv (Central Street), report taken;
11:57 p.m.: officer wanted (Alger Street),
assisted.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
12:44 a.m.: transport (River Street);
12:53 a.m.: attempt to locate (Mill Glen
Road), unable to locate; 1:13 a.m.: lift
assist (Harrisville Circle), assisted; 1:201:31 a.m.: buildings checked, secure;
10:53 a.m.: stolen mv (Walnut Street), no
service necessary; 11:33 a.m.: mv stop
(Lincoln Avenue), verbal warning; 11:44
a.m.: officer wanted (Central Street),
spoken to; 12:14 p.m.: animal complaint
(Brown Street), referred to ACO; 12:38
p.m.: 911 non-emergency (Central
Street), area search negative; 12:44
p.m.: mv stop (Central Street), verbal
warning; 1:08 p.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), verbal warning; 2:21 p.m.: DPW
call (Glenallan Street), referred; 2:42
p.m.: suspicious mv (Toy Town Lane),
spoken to; 4:42 p.m.: mv stop (Spring
Street), verbal warning; 5:46 p.m.: building checked, secure; 6:22 p.m.: accident
(Maple Street), report taken; 6:53 p.m.:
custody dispute (Front Street), referred
to court; 8:03 p.m.: investigation (Brown
Avenue), unable to locate; 8:20 p.m.:
investigation (Mill Glen Road), unable
to locate; 8:44 p.m.: mv stop (Summer
Street), verbal warning; 8:58 p.m.: FD
call (Spruce Street), unfounded; 9:21
p.m.: FD call (Spruce Street), spoken
to; 11:29 p.m.: noise complaint (Pearl
Drive), spoken to; 11:49-11:57 p.m.: buildings checked, secure.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10
12:03-2:22 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 8:54 a.m.: mv stop (Central
Street), verbal warning; 9:15 a.m.: registration check (Gardner Road), services rendered; 9:29 a.m.: disabled mv
(Spring Street), assisted; 9:31 a.m.: mv
stop (Spring Street), citation issued; 9:43
a.m.: unattended death (Gardner Road),
advised legal help; 10:24 a.m.: burglar
alarm (Banner Place), false alarm; 11:27
a.m.: warrant of apprehension (West
Street), services rendered; 12:48 p.m.:
animal complaint (Town Farm Road),
services rendered; 2:15 p.m.: assist
other agency (Spring Street), unable
to serve; 2:34 p.m.: registration check
(Pearl Street), spoken to; 3:22 p.m.:
ambulance (Ash Street), transported;
3:40 p.m.: mv stop (Grove Street), spoken to; 3:43 p.m.: officer wanted (Spruce
Street), mv towed; 3:58 p.m.: brush fire
(Hale Street), spoken to; 8:12 p.m.: summons service (Spring Street), unable
to serve; 8:16 p.m.: burglar alarm
(Royalston Road North), accidental; 9:09
p.m.: extra patrols, secure; 9:30 p.m.: mv
stop (Maple Street), spoken to.

Christmas Cookies
In that great time, there was
a hand mixer on sale and I
thought it would complement
my cookware for under $15.
There was a cheaper hand
mixer with less power, and the
sales lady said it was the one
she used, and why pay more for
something that works well and
is less expensive? But when
I worked renovating houses,
Alan warned me that if the
price was close, always buy
the more powerful engine…it
would pay for itself over time.
So I spent the few extra bucks
and got the mixer with higher
wattage and more RPMs.
Yesterday I decided to unbox
the mixer and make maple walnut cookies. The recipe was
simple. I had all the ingredients, and the smell of cookies
would make for a festive air.
“Butter and margarine
should be at room tempera-

ture.” While I followed this
direction, it was only later that
I realized that I was in a down
jacket and that my regular
kitchen temperature was subarctic. No problem. It might
have been a tad cooler than
requested but as I turned on
the oven, the temperature was
destined to rise as with global
warming. I was ready.
I glanced at the instruction
pamphlet. Next to the mixer
“safeguards” (which could
have been labeled “electrocution made easy”) was the
common sense admonition for
first time users to always begin
with the lowest speed and work
up. Of course. Mixing flour
and butter would make thick
dough, so a lower speed would
tax the engine less. There was
manly logic to this baking.
Braced with this knowledge,
I began to mix the ingredients.

That
great
time
PARTICK
MOON
Imagine my surprise when
the mixer jumped out of my
hand and began to throw flour
and dough across the kitchen
at the lowest speed. An alien
observer would have seen both
surprise and uncoordinated
flailing as I sought to halt the
flying goo...
(You might ask at this point
why an alien observer would
be focused on a humble kitchen in the first place. Let us
not presume on the interests
of aliens.)
The jet whine increased, as

did the splats of dough now
smacking into walls.
There was no Red Power
Off button! All the buttons
looked the same!
Ah, there was the answer…
a button marked Ejector! I
hit the ejector button…the jet
engine whine climbed a little higher. Flour and dough
continued to fly. Somehow I
had moved the rotation speed
of the beaters up the scale… to
number 6 in fact. On a flight
deck, this was the equivalent
of a 6G takeoff. Great for jet
flight, not so much for baking.
In a panic, I pressed the ejector
button harder… again... and
again… finally, the whirring
beaters shot to the floor.
I took a deep breath and surveyed the kitchen.
The even dispersal of white
gobs sticking to the walls and
ceiling was a satisfactory
indication of RPM power.
Excellent tool choice, I
thought. But perhaps I
should have familiarized
myself with the mixer a
little more by reading the
directions. Perhaps there
was a little more sophistication attached to this
baking thing. Perhaps…ah
what the hell. A little clean
up and the Nabisco factory
would be back on schedule!
I stepped gingerly to wipe
more dripping dough from
the wall but failed to notice
a Brylcreem sized dab on
the floor. Any physics student could predict that this
dab of lubrication would
transfer my weight quickly
and efficiently. I thought of
this as my feet rose above
my head and gravity completed my head thumped
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GRANT

continued from page A1


instruction to all students,
and providing appropriate
social, emotional, behavioral supports in order to create
a safe, orderly and respectful learning environment
for students and teachers ,
schools will achieve meaningful improvement in stu-

journey.
Gazing up from the floor at
the globular mayhem that was
now my kitchen, I noted that
I had been at work less than
ten minutes and yet, like some
mythical force, like the Star
Thrower of legend, I had managed to spin dough clumps into
spiral galaxies. I had started
to bake cookies but had transmuted myself into the god of a
dough-spun universe.
Or perhaps dark forces were
at work.
The voice came unbidden in
a whisper: “Use the force, Pat.”
What, to add the walnuts?
Let us skip the description of
the final product.
Suffice to say that my cookies could replace the heat tiles
on a space shuttle.
I have concluded that baking cookies is not my forte.
It is not my five-te either. I’m
pretty sure my baking prowess
ranks up there with jet engine
maintenance. That is a skill I
am unlikely to master as I have
added the whine of a jet engine
to my list of auditory anxieties.
On the plus side, it has reintroduced centrifugal force as a
subject of interest.
I am conscious of iconic
scenes in British war movies where one soldier turns
to another as they watch a
human silhouette disappear
into no man’s land.
“My God, Sergeant…he’s
just a cook!”
“Don’t be daft, Harry,” says
the gruff sergeant in close-up.
“He baked maple walnut cookies. The Boche are done.”
Perhaps computer repair at
a nuclear facility is a better
match for my skills…

dent learning so that students are prepared for success after high school.”
Earlier this fall, Landers
told the school committee,
“we have an aggressive turn
around plan. We need it,”
she stressed.
Gobi pointed out the
grants, from federal and
state sources, are non-competitive.
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OBITUARIES
Virginia L. (Cloutier) Hardy, 91
WINCHENDON — Virginia L.
(Cloutier) Hardy, 91, of 122 Mill Circle,
died at home Wednesday morning, Dec.
5, 2018, with her family at her side, after
a period of declining health.
A lifelong resident
of Winchendon, she
was born August 2,
1927, one of seven children of the late Joseph
and Lillian (Tatro)
Cloutier.
Virginia
graduated from Murdock
High School, married
Arthur A. Hardy, and became a mother
of three children. As her children grew,
she began working at the Winchendon
Springs Post Office as a clerk. After the
retirement of Mary Bosworth, Virginia
became Postmaster until her retirement
in 1987. She was a member of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church and had been a
volunteer with Winchendon Historical
Society. She enjoyed traveling with
Wilson Bus Tours, all over the United
States and Canada.
Virginia and Arthur were once members of an archery team from Winchendon
known as Toy Town Archers, who regularly competed in state championships.

Donald J. Rix, 87

Virginia won second place in both the
Massachusetts State Championship and
New England Championship in her class
in the late 1950s. She was very loyal to
Winchendon and loved her home and
this area.
Her husband of 60 years, Arthur A.
Hardy, died in 2005. She leaves two sons,
James A. Hardy and his wife Anne of
Arizona and Bradley A. Hardy and
his wife Debra of Rindge; a daughter
Kathleene V. Wilder and her significant
other, Wayne M. Gleason of Fitzwilliam;
her siblings, Angelina Gallup of Athol,
Dorothy Boutelle of Winchendon,
Frederick Cloutier of Winchendon and
Joseph Cloutier of California; five grandchildren, five great grandchildren, three
great-great grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Two sisters, Lillian
Bateman and Mary Jane Cloutier, predeceased her.
A private funeral service will be held
in Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, 343
Central Street.
Burial will be in Calvary Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be made to
Gardner VNA Hospice, 34 Pearly Lane,
Gardner, MA 01440 or to Alzheimers
Association, 309 Waverly Lakes Road,
Waltham, MA 02452.

Alfred Charles Ward, 69
AIKEN SC — Graveside Services for
Alfred Charles Ward, age 69, who entered
into rest December 10, 2018, will be conducted Friday morning at 10 o’clock
in Sunset Memory
Gardens with veterans
honors and Masonic
Rites. Pastor Wayne
Cheselka officiating.
The family will receive
friends at the funeral
home Thursday evening from 6 until 8.
Mr. Ward was a
native of Winchendon,
a former resident of
Jackson having made
North Augusta his
home for the past 15
years. He was currently employed at the
Savannah River Site
and had retired from
the Aiken Sheriff Department after 10
years of service. Mr. Ward was a U.

S. Army veteran having served during
the Vietnam era. He enjoyed riding his
Harley, taking road trips and was an
avid New England Patriot Fan. He was
a member of the Abate Harley Davidson
Club and the Hopewell Masonic Lodge
#127 AFM .
Survivors include his wife of nine
years, Juanita R. Ward, a daughter, Toni
W. Jameson (Andy) Augusta, GA; two
sons, Alfred Charles Ward, II (Jennifer)
and Michael Shaun Ward (Bobbie Jo),
all of North Augusta, SC; a step-son,
Christopher Williams (fiance, Marcie),
Aiken, SC; a step-daughter, Crystal
Waller (Chris), Warrenville, SC; fifteen
grandchildren; a brother, Rick Ward
(Maureen) Winchendon.
Memorials may be made to SPCA
Albrecht Center for Animal Welfare, 199
Willow Run Road, Aiken, SC 29801
Posey Funeral Directors of North
Augusta in charge of arrangements
(803.278.1181). Visit the registry at www.
PoseyCares.com

Gerald W. ‘Jerry’ Plummer, 76
Gerald W. “Jerry” Plummer, age 76,
of Arizona, formerly of Leominster, died
peacefully Sunday, December 2, 2018, in
his residence.
Jerry was born
in Winchendon on
September 23, 1942, the
son of the late Leland
and Edna (Pratt)
Plummer. He graduated from Fitchburg
High School. Jerry
served in the United
States Navy during
the Vietnam War as
part of the Helicopter
Utility Squadron. He
was a supervisor in
the electronics department of Simplex Time
Recorder of Gardner
for 20 years.
He was a member of
the Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #747
of Gardner and the American Legion
Post 129 of Gardner.
Jerry was Mary’s hero. He was an avid
sportsman who loved all sports, and was
a huge fan of the Boston Red Sox, New
England Patriots and Boston Bruins.
Jerry enjoyed fishing, candlepin bowling
for Simplex, playing horseshoes for the
Eagles, and playing softball for Simplex
and the Eagles.
He leaves his wife of 28 years, Mary

Parke-Plummer; his daughter, Jennifer
P. Plummer; three step-daughters,
Annette McEndarfer, Terri Perdue
(Jeffrey) and Genny West (Os); brothers, Leland Plummer, Richard Plummer
(Sonja), Stephen Plummer (Donna) and
David Plummer (Donna); sisters, Judy
Thayer (Robert), and June Vermette; 11
step-grandchildren; 10 step-great-grandchildren; several nieces, nephews and
cousins. Jerry was predeceased by
three brothers, Phillip, James and Jon
Plummer; and by his step-grandsons,
Nicholas and Buddy.
Funeral Services and burial with full
military honors will be held Friday, Dec.
14th at 3:00 p.m. in the Massachusetts
Veterans Memorial Cemetery, 111
Glenallan Street, Winchendon.
Family and friends are invited to a
‘Celebration of Jerry’s Life’ Friday, Dec.
14th at 4:30 p.m. at the Acadien Social
Club, 193 Parker Street, Gardner.
Calling hours will be held Thursday,
December 13th from 4 to 7 in the Boucher
Funeral Home, Inc., 110 Nichols Street,
Gardner.
Memorial contributions may be made
to Simonds-Sinon Regional Cancer
Center Fund, 275
Nichols Street, Fitchburg, MA 01420.
Please reference in memory of Gerald W.
Plummer.
www.boucherfuneral.com.

FITCHBURG — Donald J. Rix, age
87 of Fitchburg died Friday, December
7, 2018 in Health Alliance Hospital,
Leominster after an illness. Donald was
born June 19, 1931 in Leominster son of
John W. and Helen (Anderson) Rix.
Before
retiring
Donald had worked for
the former Fitchburg
Music Store. He was
a well-known local
musician playing guitar for the Sundowners
and played for the
Spotlighters at The
Mohawk Club. He
was a U.S Air force
Korean War veteran.
He was a woodworker
who enjoyed making
birdhouses and bat
houses.
He is survived
by
his
daughter
Cynthia Vincent of
Hubbardston, two sons; Stephen D. and

Patricia A. ‘Pat’ Gondek, 78
GARDNER — Patricia A. “Pat”
Gondek, age 78, of Gardner died peacefully Saturday, December 8, 2018 in
Heywood Hospital.
Born in Bessemer,
Michigan on October
17, 1940, she was the
daughter of the late
John and Gertrude
(Koski) Gondek.
Pat graduated from
Troy High School in
Troy, New Hampshire
with the Class of 1958.
She was employed for several years
by the Registry of Motor Vehicles as
a clerk until her retirement in 2005.
Previously, she was employed by
Simplex Time Recorder and Digital
Equipment Corporation.
She was an avid animal lover and
donated to many animal care associations. She enjoyed reading, crossword

The 1869 E & GG Hook
pipe organ

On Christmas Eve Dec. 24 at 7:00 p.m.,
the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Winchendon will hold a candlelight
service of traditional Christmas carols
and readings. Guest organist Robert
Couchon will play the church’s magnificent 1868 E. and G.G. Hook pipe organ.

Couchon, a graduate of the Boston
Conservatory
of
Music,
studied
under the legendary
concert organist
Virgil Fox and concert pianist Mary
Louise
Boehm.
He has served as
music
director
and organist in
many area churches, including the
Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church
in
Winchendon.
Couchon’s selections for Christmas Eve will include a
German Carol, “Joseph Leibe, Joseph
Mein,” a setting of the canon “In dulci
jubilo” by Johann Sebastian Bach and a
French Carol, “Noel in G” by Jean Paul
Dandrieu.

puzzles, knitting, watching T.V. and
time with her family especially her
grandchildren.
Pat leaves one son, Mark J. Russell
of Westminster; one daughter, Cheryl
A. LeBlanc and her husband Chad of
Winchendon; one brother, John Gondek
and his wife Bernice of Plainville,
Connecticut; one sister, Cynthia Allen
of Buxton, Maine; three grandchildren,
Zachary Russell, Logan LeBlanc, and
Lydia LeBlanc; one nephew, Stephen
Gondek; two nieces Christina Meyers
and Jessica Hollis; and several cousins.
Funeral Services are private and will
be held at the convenience of the family.
Memorial Contributions may be made
to the Gardner Animal Control Facility,
c/o Board of Health, 95 Pleasant Street,
Room 29, Gardner, MA, 01440. Please
make checks payable to the City of
Gardner Shelter Fund.
www.boucherfuneral.com

SEND OBITUARIES at no charge to Editor Ruth DeAmicis,
by faxing (978) 297-2177, or by e-mailing the editor at
ruth@stonebridgepress.news.
We also invite funeral directors and families to e-mail us a
JPEG photograph to print, at no cost, alongside the obituary.

IT’S BEGINNING
TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…
Greg Vine Photo

Winchendon firefighters get ready to unload a trailer full of toys that will be distributed
by the Winchendon Community Action Committee to many deserving children this holiday
season. The toys were collected by members of the Winchendon Fire Department. (l-r)
Firefighter/Paramedic Tyler Pelkey, Captain Bryan Vaine, (rear) Firefighter/Paramedic
Chris Hackett, Lieutenant Bill Davis, Winchendon CAC Office Manager Jenn Sibley, Chief
Tom Smith, Firefighter/Paramedic Garrett Wante.

Christmas Eve: candlelight, carols and pipe organ
Courtesy photo

James W. Rix both of Florida, his sister
Joan Boutilier of Ohio, three brothers;
Richard Rix of Florida, Robert Rix of
Winchendon and John “Jack” Rix Jr.
of Leominster, four grandchildren; his
very close grandson Roger Valcourt III,
Craig LeBlanc, Amanda Valcourt and
Kristen Rix, his great-grandchildren;
Jacob Valcourt, Lea Valcourt, Kaylee
“Blue eyes” Vacourt, Nathan LeBlanc,
Joshua Valcourt, Ryan Valcourt Jr. and
Dylan Aker, nieces and nephews. He
was predeceased by his former wife,
Theresa (Nolette) Rix, a brother David
Rix and his longtime companion Janet
Shea.
A Memorial service, under the
direction of Stephen Moorcroft, will
be held Tuesday, December 18, 2018 at
6:00 pm in the Lavery, Chartrand and
Alario Funeral Home, 99 Summer St.,
Fitchburg with his brother Rev. John
Rix officiating. Burial will be at a later
date in St. Joseph Cemetery. There are
no calling hours.

Reverend Inanna Arthen will read
scriptures from Matthew and Luke and
lead an advent candle responsive reading. The congregation will be invited to join in a singalong of familiar
Christmas carols accompanied by
Couchon. The service will close with
the passing of candlelight throughout
the congregation and the singing of
“Silent Night.”
Get into the holiday spirit and enjoy
an hour of beautiful Christmas music.
The church is located at 126 Central St.
in downtown Winchendon. For more
information visit uucw.ncmuuc.org

We have a
beautiful
angel on our
Christmas
tree
Our angel
was called Mom,
Grammy,
Great Grammy.
We love and miss you.
All the family.

STONE-LADEAU FUNERAL HOME
343 Central Street
Winchendon, MA 01475

Tel: 978-297-0077 • Fax: 978-297-0075
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SPORTS
Recapping a very long Sunday
One hardly knows where to begin.
Last Sunday morning, there weren’t
a whole lot of games which looked all
that enticing. Then came kickoffs. Let’s
start with the Dolphins/Patriots. Bill
Belichick’s hardly one of my favorites
and certainly not the greatest coach
of all time (try winning three Super
Bowls with three different quarterbacks, two of those coming in strike/
replacement player years as Joe Gibbs
did) but to blame him for that crazy
final play is absurd. First, head coaches aren’t usually the ones calling the
plays (LeBron James excepted, sorry
Luke Walton) and they’re obviously
not on the field. I will say whomever
sent Rob Gronkowski on the field to
deflect a 75-yard Hail Mary that wasn’t
coming miscalculated big time. Ryan
Tannehill has had a bad shoulder. He
wasn’t throwing the ball 75 yards. You
know everyone has in their playbook
something pretty much like what the
Fish pulled out. Everyone practices
it. The real failing for New England?
Letting Miami stick around in the first
place. You know how that usually goes.
Have the Redskins signed Colin
Kaepernick yet? Josh Johnson, whoever he is, will be this week’s starter,
Washington’s fourth in the last six
weeks. Mark Sanchez, who should have
listened to then coach Pete Carroll

and stayed another year
at USC, sure wasn’t the
answer, though he also
wasn’t responsible for
the defense giving up 40
to the NY Football Giants
either. Even if they don’t
sign Kaepernick, not
bringing him to see what
he’s got left absolutely
proves collusion is alive and well. Josh
Johnson? Really? Fortunately, Jay
Gruden will likely find a soft landing
spot on the Raiders staff.
Anyone want to second-guess the
Eagles for insisting Carson Wentz was
ready as early as he was? The SB MVP
was right there and there was no need
to rush Wentz back. Philly gets a season pass coming off their first SB title
(this applies as well to the Capitals)
and first NFL title since 1960; after all,
it’s okay to savor the first, but maybe
Nick Foles should have been playing
more earlier this year. It was actually
amusing to see the Eagles not get their
hands on the ball in OT Sunday, not
because the Cowboys scored a quick
TD but because Dallas had possession
for nearly 13 minutes before the ‘Boys
did get the touchdown.
The Rams loss at frigid Soldier
Field is excused, right? Los Angeles
won’t have to play in cold weather

BY JERRY CARTON

When the Murdock Lady Devils
opened the 2018-19 season this
week, there was a new face on
the bench. Softball Coach John
Reilly has added basketball to his
portfolio following the retirement
of MHS Hall-of-Famer Jim Abare,
who returned to his alma mater for
the last five seasons after a legendary career at Gardner High School.
“I have so much respect for
him. Being able to learn from him
(Reilly was the junior varsity coach
last winter) has been an honor,”
remarked the new coach.
Reilly is well aware he’s inheriting a program which has been
impacted by defections to other
schools.
“What’s been difficult is keeping the girls here at Murdock,” he
acknowledged.
Be that as it may, the season
is upon us and the Lady Devils
open with just two seniors, Jocelyn
Garner and Kelly Murphy, the
latter currently sidelined with
an ankle injury, but longer term

Reilly is bullish on both.
“Their ambition and drive is
superior,” he marveled.
“Jocelyn is a captain and should
have a big year,” he predicted.
Junior forward Kylee Brooks,
sophomore guard Kaleigh Lauziere
and freshman guard Evelyn Haley
are likely to round out the starting
lineup.
On court success has been elusive for MHS girls’ hoops as well
as other sports. Abare had built
an imposing record at Gardner
but Murdock, a small school with
fewer numbers, was a different
story. Wins were difficult to come
by, not only for Abare but predecessors as well.
That acknowledged, Reilly
remarked, “I really believe in
everyone in our program. Every
player has potential and as long
as they do their jobs, we should be
okay.”
Reilly’s staff includes John
Smith and Coretta Haley.
“They’re great teachers who will
bring fundamentals to light,” he
noted.

that before and the Chargers fold in
January. Will this year be different? By
the time this column this the streets,
the Chargers and Chiefs will have met
last night and that game might sort
things out for the moment. That’s the
key phrase - for the moment. Every
week it seems like someone else looms
best. That’s the beauty of the NFL. The
on-field thrills are almost enough to
make us momentarily forget some of
the off-field “stuff”.
Finally this. Harold Baines was a
really good baseball player, collecting
some 2,800-plus hits in 22 seasons, mostly with the Chicago White Sox but with
stops in Texas and Baltimore as well.
As an aside, I think Baines and his son
both played for the O’s? Anyway, yes,
Baines was an excellent player and
reportedly an all-around class act, but
a Hall-of-Famer? Apparently so. Baines
and closer Lee Smith were elected last
weekend by something called something to the effect of “Today’s Game”
committee which evidently can override the regular Baseball Writers of
America vote after a certain number
of years. Let’s be real, though. Harold
Baines joining the Babe and Willie
Mays, etc. in Cooperstown? Seriously?
Talk about devaluing the honor.

First games
are victories!

Reilly takes over as
hoops begin
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

in January. But they
might have to play
indoors and that’s why
the loss in Chicago can’t
be excused so easily. If
you’re the Rams, where
JERRY
would you rather play
a potential NFC title
CARTON
game? The Coliseum?
Or in the Superdome
against Drew Brees? See?
The Ravens could have upended the
AFC leading Chiefs but when you give
up a 4th and long when you’ve got
a touchdown lead late on the road,
maybe you don’t deserve to win. That
said, Baltimore is 3-1 with Lamar
Jackson at QB and while his style is
unsustainable long term, just ask his
backup RG3, he’s given the Ravens a
jolt and a team which looked moribund
a month ago is a very real playoff contender.
They’re only 1/2 game behind the
fading Steelers in the AFC North.
Pittsburgh somehow lost to Oakland.
These weren’t John Madden’s Raiders
either. Jon Gruden is starting over.
An inexcusable Steelers loss but as a
Ravens fan I’ll take it.
Anyway, the best team in the league
entering the last two weeks of the
regular season? Just maybe it’s the
LA Chargers? Maybe, but we’ve seen

Talking
Sports

Congratulations to the
JV and varsity girls’ basketball teams. Both teams
were victorious in their
opening game against
Sizer on Monday night.
The JV team won 30-8.
The varsity team,
minus
senior
Kelly
Murphy who is sidelined
with an ankle injury, scored 27 points in the
second half enroute to the Blue Devil 40-20
victory. Senior Jocelyn Garner demonstrated her athleticism offensively and defensively, scoring a game high 15 points with
14 rebounds and four steals. Sophomore
Kaleigh Lauziere scored 12 points, while
freshman Evelyn Haley chipped in with
nine points.
Last minute gifts still available – Murdock
sweatshirts ($30) and Blue Devil Discount
Cards ($20) can be purchased by calling or
texting Sue at 978-257-5671.
A shout out to all four classes who once
again offered a very entertaining evening
as they competed against one another
last weekend in the Morton E. Converse
Tournament of Plays. The Juniors walked
away with the trophy for Best Play.
Upcoming Events:
Tonight, Dec. 14: JV/Varsity Girls

Basketball at 5:30/7:00; Ice
Hockey vs. Fitchburg at
Civic Center at 6:30
from the
Saturday, Dec. 15: Can/
owers
Bottle Drive at Rite Aid
Parking Lot -9:00-1:00
SUE
sponsored by NHS and
Student Council-proceeds
POLCARI
will be donated to
Wreaths Across America;
Ice Hockey at St. Joe’s Prep
Sunday, Dec. 16: Indoor Track MSTCA
Invitational Winter Festival at Reggie Lewis
Center
Monday, Dec. 17: MS Boys/Girls
Basketball at 3:30/4:45; JV/Varsity Girls
Basketball at 5:30/7:00;
Tuesday, Dec. 18: JV/Varsity Boys
Basketball at 5:30/7:00
Wednesday, Dec. 19: Winter Concert at
6:30
Thursday, Dec. 20: Blood Drive in
Murdock Gymnasium 8:00-12:00
Friday, Dec. 21: JV/Varsity Boys
Basketball at 5:30/7:00

Views

T

SAVE THE DATE: March 1st and 2nd
High School Musical “CHICAGO”
Go Blue Devils!!

Football awards presented at annual banquet

Sue Polcari photos

Varsity Football Award Recipients Cam Monette (Most Improved), Jack Polcari (Offensive Player
of the Year), Mohrei Castro (Coach’s Award), and Richard Swanson (Defensive Player of the
Year)

The 2018 football banquet and awards night
was held Dec. 5 at the
American Legion hall.
Middle school, JV and
varsity football players, their families and
coaches enjoyed a pizza
& salad dinner followed
by an awards ceremony. First year varsity
Head Coach Jim Tansey,
thanked the players, parents and fellow coaches
(Colin Shaugnessy, John
Quist, Jason Tenney, Bob
Polcari & Steve Pesce) for
their participation and
support. Coach Tansey
reflected on the season,
stating that the varsi-

ty team (who ended the
season with 4-7 record)
had a strong opportunity to win six games this
season (two games were
lost by only one point )
which hopefully provides
some incentive for next
year. Tansey is looking
forward to coming back
next year.
The football players
sold Blue Devil discount
cards this year, raising
$4000, which paid for
new home game jerseys
and some equipment for
the weight room. Coach
Tansey reminded all
players that the weight
room is open at vari-

ous times for off season
weight lifting (always
supervised). He encouraged all students to play
another sport in the winter or spring to remain
competitive in preparation for next fall.
Tansey also thanked
Jenna Whitaker (athletic
director) and Mr. Olsen
(former interim principal) for hiring him as
varsity head coach, his
wife and daughter for
filming all the games, and
Andrew Polcari for keeping the statistics.
Middle School Head
Coach John Quist reflected on a “rough season”

Seniors Matt Marobella, Mitch Charland, Tony Wolski, Ryan Thira, Richard Swanson. Missing:
Logan Hawkins

with very low numbers –
often only 13 kids dressed
for games, but the kids
worked hard and didn’t
give up.
“Every kid is in a better
place regarding understanding the game,” he
said.
Coach Jay Tenney
joined Quist in presenting participation certificates to: Noah Beauvais,
John Dansin, Braeden
Donahue, Cody Funke,
Cayden Lambert, Henry
Maguy, Jayden Pridgen,
Willie Pridgen, Louis
Serrano, Colby St. Pierre,
Calvin Tenney, Vinnie

Vecchiarello,
Cohen
Veilleux, and Kaden
Lapointe. Special awards
were presented to Henry
Maguy (Most Improved),
Willie Pridgen (Coach’s
Award – for his leadership potential), and
Calvin Tenney (MVP).
JV and varsity football
team members were presented with certificates
and their letters or pins/
bars: Joseph Bonnacolto
III, Jackson Charland,
Sean
Driscoll,
Eric
Hogan, Dom Iannacone,
Cam Monette, Kevin
Pesce, Mitch Charland,
Louis
Maldonado,

Brandon Newbrough,
Jack Polcari, Richard
Swanson,
Ryan
Thira, Tony Wolksi,
Matt Marobella, Joe
Marobella, Riley Kimball,
Mohrei Castro, and Alec
Barrows. Logan Hawkins
was unable to attend.
Special awards were
presented to Cam Monette
(Most Improved), Mohrei
Castro (Coach’s Award),
Richard Swanson III
(Defensive Player of the
Year) and Jack Polcari
(Offensive Player of
the Year). Swanson
and Polcari were also
Turn To
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named to the Mid
Wach Central Mass
All Star team and All
Conference.
Seniors
Matt
Marobella,
Mitch
Charland,
Tony
Wolski,
Richard
Swanson and Ryan
Thira were presented
with Murdock helmets.

Combined Middle School,
JV and Varsity 2018
Football Teams

PLAYS

WATER

guitar and vocals, to the audience.
The 2018 Tournament of Plays award continued from page A1

recipients were: Best Actor: Nick Bond
Boucher, yang Yi Chen, Kaileen Dibble, and Cassidy Stadtfeld, Best Supporting water used by residents
Nicole Lemire, Ashley Signa, Lily hunt, Actor: Dom Iannacone and Patrick of Ashburnham gets
Izaria Alcantara, Emily Smith, Lindsey Cortis, Most Entertaining Actor: Moe subtracted off the gross
Smith and Maria Polcari. Lillian Dack Molai and Brandon Newbrough.
amount of water that
Best Set: Senior Class, Best Costumes:
was in charge of lights.
goes through that pipe,
While the judges were making their Senior Class, Best Ensemble: Senior and we get a bill for the
decisions on winners in multiple cate- Class, Best Play: Junior Class.
net.”
Congratulations to all!
gories on Saturday night, Brian Dickens
“The line is getting
provided musical entertainment with
older,” Hickey told the
Courier, “and there’s
been some discussion
about there being some
breaks in the line.
Without really seeing the
line, it’s hard to know for
sure if there are breaks
or there aren’t. So, we’re
working cooperatively
with Ashburnham on
replacing the existing
main in Ashburnham as
far as the Winchendon
line. Ashburnham would
take ownership of that
water main, which we
think is a good thing.”
“Winchendon,” he continued, “would pay for
the replacement of the
main and Ashburnham
would pay for reconstruction of the street on top of
the main.”
he freshman giggled over “Appropriate Audience Behavior”
Winchendon Public
Works
Director
Al
Gallant said the main
carrying water from the
Juniors debated over
Lake Street pumping stathe “10 Reasons You
tion to the Winchendon
Should Have Stayed
line is about three miles
Home Sick Today”
in length.
“There’s a meter at
the town line now that
DEP (state Department
of
Environmental
Protection) required us
to put in a couple of years
ago,” said Hickey. “We’re
going to request that
the water district use

continued from page A1


(SEAL)

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT
DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL
COURT
18 SM 005339
ORDER OF NOTICE
TO:
Michelle Graves a/k/a Michelle N.
Graves
and to all persons entitled to the benefit
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
50 U.S.C. §§ 3901 et seq.:
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr.
Cooper
claiming to have an interest in a
Mortgage covering real property in
Winchendon, numbered 768 Brown
Street, given by Michelle N. Graves to
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as Nominee for GSF Mortgage Corporation, dated December
6, 2016, and recorded in Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry of
Deeds in Book 56420, Page 359, and
now held by Plaintiff by assignment,
has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been,
in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be
entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object
to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned property on that basis, then you
or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at
Three Pemberton Square, Boston,
JanuMA 02108 on or before 		
ary 14, 2019
or you may be forever barred from claiming that you are
entitled to the benefits of said Act.
Witness, JUDITH C. CUTLER, Chief
Justice of this Court on November 28,
2018.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
December 14, 2018

LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Scott M. Hogan
to Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. acting solely as a nominee for Ross Mortgage Company, Inc.,
dated January 23, 2009 and recorded in Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
43728, Page 132 (the “Mortgage”)
as affected by a Loan Modification
Agreement dated March 25, 2016 and
recorded at said Registry of Deeds
in Book 55355, Page 184, of which
mortgage Wilmington Savings Fund
Society, FSB, doing business as
Christiana Trust, not in its individual
capacity, but solely as trustee for BCAT
2014-4TT is the present holder by
assignment from Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. to Bank of
America, N.A., Successor by merger to
BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP FKA
Countrywide Home Loans Servicing,
LP dated October 5, 2011 recorded in
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 48068,
Page 173; assignment from Bank of
America, N.A., Successor by merger to
BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP, FKA
Countrywide Home Loans Servicing
LP to Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development dated December 8,
2014 recorded in Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 53736, Page 255; assignment from Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development by Rushmore
Loan Management Services, LLC, its
Attorney in Fact to GCAT 2014-4, LLC
dated January 28, 2015 recorded in
Worcester County (Worcester District)
Registry of Deeds in Book 53750,
Page 237 and assignment from GCAT
2014-4, LLC to Wilmington Savings
Fund Society, FSB doing business
as Christiana Trust, not in its individual capacity but solely as trustee
for BCAT 2014-4TT dated July 10,
2015 recorded in Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
in Book 54055, Page 272, for breach
of conditions of said mortgage and for

that meter to measure
Winchendon’s water. At
this point they’ve been
resistant to do so.”
Hickey and Gallant
say using a meter at the
town line would provide
a more accurate measure
of the amount of water
used by Winchendon, as
opposed to the present
system of measuring the
gross amount of water
moving through the
main and subtracting the
usage recorded by meters
on north Ashburnham
homes and businesses to
determine Winchendon’s
net usage and, therefore,
its bill.
“When that new water
main goes in, I think it’s
in everybody’s best interest to read the meter at
the town line,” Hickey
said.
In recent weeks there
have been two significant
breaches in the system,
resulting in the loss of
hundreds of thousand
gallons of water. A break
in a feeder line at the former Naukeag Hospital
led to the loss of about
170,000 gallons. That
feeder line ties into the
Winchendon main. Prior
to that incident, a break
in a feeder line serving
the Sunset Lake area
dumped about 250,000
gallons from the system.
That feeder also ties into
the Toy Town main.
“At the next quarterly
meeting,” said Gallant,
“I’ll present the board
with the figures and I’ll
try to address the water
loss so that it comes off of
our bill. I’m sure they’ll

the purpose of foreclosing the same,
the mortgaged premises located at 16
Willoughby Avenue, Winchendon, MA
01475 will be sold at a Public Auction
at 12:00 PM on January 17, 2019, at
the mortgaged premises, more particularly described below, all and singular
the premises described in said mortgage, to wit:
Lots 70-71-72-73 situated on the
westerly side of Willoughby Avenue
in Winchendon, Worcester County,
Massachusetts shown on a plan entitled “North End Heights, Winchendon,
Mass owned by Fred C. Becker, 277
Broadway, New York City, surveyed by
Geo. Whitney, drawn by A. P. Trufant,
September 1908” which plan is recorded in Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Plan Book 15, Plan 48.
Subject to and together with a perpetual easement, from time to time, for all
purposes and uses incidental thereto,
to enter and re-enter in order to install,
re-install, construct, forever maintain,
repair, remove, replace, inspect and
abandon in place, a sewer line, of
sufficient size, in order to connect
sewer lines serving improvements to
be erected upon grantor’s (sic) other
land into the existing sewer line of
the Town of Winchendon located on
Woodlawn Avenue, to be located in a
strip of land twenty-five (25) feet wide
and one hundred (100) feet long, on
Lot 74 shown on said plan recorded in
Plan Book 15, Plan 48.
Subject to in each instance of entry,
installation, reinstallation, construction
maintenance, repair, removal, replacement, inspection or abandonment of
the said sewer line, the surface of the
easement area shall be put back into
the condition that it was in immediately prior to the commencement of the
work.
Notwithstanding the language in clause
24 of this mortgage, the mortgagors
intend for their homestead to remain in
effect as allowed by law, except that It
is hereby subordinated to the interests
of the mortgagee.
Said homestead is recorded with said
Registry of Deeds in Book 42754,
Page 250.
Meaning and intending to describe and
convey the same premises conveyed

take a percentage off for
us. They’re not going to
bill us when I can prove a
loss on their end.”
Over the years, some
people
have
raised
the
possibility
of
Winchendon setting up
its own water system, but
Hickey thinks the idea is
unrealistic.
“Years ago, before
Al and I, there was a
study done to find out
if there were any aquifers in town, and there
is one right near the
Brandywine property (in
Winchendon Springs),”
said Hickey. “We talked
a little bit to the authority to see if they wanted to
supplement the water we
get from the lake to have
more water available to
us. They said they’d be
willing to do that, but at
Winchendon’s expense.”
“The way the water
district is set up now
makes a lot of sense
because we share expenses,” Hickey continued.
“It’s less expensive than
having a single plant
that just provides water
to Winchendon. We just
don’t have the users to
support our own plant.”
“We don’t have the
wells to produce the
capacity we need either,”
Gallant added. “The wells
couldn’t produce enough
to supply us. They would
only supply us with a
quarter of what we need.”
“The current system,
for the most part, is
working for both towns. I
really don’t see any sense
in changing it,” Hickey
concluded.

by Deed recorded with said Registry in
Book 42754, Page 238.
The mortgaged premises to be sold
have been partially released by a partial release of mortgage recorded in
said registry of deeds in Book 49942
Page 350.
For mortgagor’s title see deed recorded
with the Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds in Book
42754, Page 238.
The premises will be sold subject to
any and all unpaid taxes and other
municipal assessments and liens, and
subject to prior liens or other enforceable encumbrances of record entitled
to precedence over this mortgage, and
subject to and with the benefit of all
easements, restrictions, reservations
and conditions of record and subject to
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in
possession.
Terms of the Sale: Cash, cashier’s or
certified check in the sum of $5,000.00
as a deposit must be shown at the time
and place of the sale in order to qualify
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and
its designee(s) are exempt from this
requirement); high bidder to sign written Memorandum of Sale upon acceptance of bid; balance of purchase price
payable in cash or by certified check
in thirty (30) days from the date of the
sale at the offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde & Associates, P.C., 900
Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell,
MA 01851 or such other time as may
be designated by mortgagee.
The
description for the premises contained
in said mortgage shall control in the
event of a typographical error in this
publication.
Other terms to be announced at the
sale.
Wilmington Savings Fund Society,
FSB, doing business as Christiana
Trust, not in its individual capacity, but
solely as trustee for BCAT 2014-4TT
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Hogan, Scott M., 17-028753
December 14, 2018
December 21, 2018
December 28, 2018

10 Winchendon Courier

Friday, December 14, 2018

Holly Jolly and a bit of shopping

Memorial School was the site of the
annual holiday fair this for Toy Town
and there was a good turn for vendors
and crafters. There was a good variety
of shopping for those looking for unique
gifts, and Santa was on hand too!
Greg Vine photos

A couple of youngsters entertaining Santa at
Saturday’s Holly Jolly Holiday Fair. Maybe they
were hoping to boost their chances seeing
their Christmas wishes fulfilled.
The Girl Scouts had plenty of goodies for sale at the Saturday’s Holly Jolly Holiday Fair at
Memorial Elementary School.
This Girl Scout couldn’t resist sampling.

TAX
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Those bids included: $21,500 for 33
Morse Ave.; $22,500 for a property on
East Monomonac Road; $13,000 for 403
Maple St., and; $8,000 for 252 Mill Glen
Road.
Bids of $500 each were placed on two
parcels on Spring Place, two on Hillside
Drive, one on Woodlawn Avenue, and
another on Hall Street. A bid of $2,100
was offered for a parcel on Main Street.
Town Treasurer-Collector Donna
Spellman said many of the undeveloped
parcels offered for auction were small,
landlocked, or oddly-shaped lots. She
said seven of the lots that fell into that
category received bids mainly from
abutters who likely wanted to add to
their properties.
“The town really doesn’t want to take
properties from their owners,” said
Spellman. “We try to work with them;
set up payment plans when appropri-

ate, for example. But sometimes things
just don’t work out. Many times, it’s
just a case of someone no longer having
the financial means to keep on their
taxes. Other times, it can simply be a
case of an owner walking away from
their obligation. Or an owner may die
and not leave any information behind
about family members. Our attorneys
really do try to work with the owners
in an attempt not to end up in Land
Court.”
Spellman said some properties may
sit in state Land Court for a decade or
more before the town is granted tax
title.
“The court really does what it can, for
example, to find heirs to those properties,” she said. “They don’t want to just
hand property over to the town without exhausting other means of possibly
recovering the taxes owed.”
Spellman said the properties on
which no bids were offered will remain
the property of the town and will likely

not be put up for auction again.
“In years past,” Spellman explained,
“properties that weren’t sold were
placed under the auspices of the town’s
redevelopment authority. The authority will try to market them for either
sale or lease, if they’re suitable for any
practical use. The goal of auctioning or
marketing the parcels is, of course, to
get them back on the tax rolls.”
While the town stands to gain just
over $70,000 from the recent auction
once each sale has closed, Winchendon
is still trying to collect delinquent taxes
in the amount of nearly $300,000 – from
just two landowners.
The town is seeking tax title to a
vacant parcel on Glenallan Street
on which some $205,000 is owed;
Winchendon’s largest delinquent tax
bill, dating back to 1990, according to
Assistant Treasurer-Collector Jillian
Lopez. Records indicate the property
is owned by Peach Hill Acquisitions of
New Ipswich, NH.
Also working its way through the tax
title process is Mill Farm Initiative at
White’s Mill, known to most locals as
Brandywine Farms. Mill Farm currently owes approximately $81,000 in back

taxes and interest. The town has a lien
on the property, as do at least two other
entities.
Ramboll US Corp. of Virginia, the
company formerly known as ENVIRON
Corp., also has a lien on the Mill Farm
property located at Mill Circle. The
former manufacturing complex is the
previous home of Mylec Corp. and Ray
Plastics. Ramboll claims it is owed
$292,000 by Mill Farm for a brownfields
mitigation it carried out several years
ago. Cooperstown Environmental says
it is owed nearly $13,000 for work it conducted relative to the White’s Mill Pond
Dam earlier this year. The Andover
company has also placed a lien on the
property.
According to Spellman, if the town
is eventually granted ownership of
the old mill site, both Ramboll and
Cooperstown would be out the cash
they say they are owed. Winchendon
filed its petition to foreclose on the
property in March of this year.
While there are other property owners owing the town back taxes, Peach
Hill and Mill Farm are the two currently most in arrears.

FIREFIGHTERS

ensures they haven’t died in vain.”
“The guys here all understand that
it can happen to anyone and that it can
happen on any call, whether it’s a fulltime department or a call department, a
volunteer department. They all rely on
their training to do the best they can to
stay safe, and to keep their fellow firefighters safe.”
Smith said firefighters in larger cities
get a lot of on-the-job training simply by
virtue of responding to a larger number of incidents than their counterparts
in smaller communities. Training,
he explained, is an ongoing process
for members of the Winchendon Fire
Department.
“We train twice a month as a full
department,” he said, “and then daily
the different shifts will do smaller-scale
trainings. In the evening, a lot of the
call firefighters will come in after they
get out of work to go over things with
the full-time firefighters on duty. Some
guys will stop in during the day and ask
if they can work on certain skills. We
encourage that.”
Corey Leary is one of the newer
members of the Winchendon Fire
Department, having joined the team
in February. Leary, a resident of
Ashburnham, said it had long been a
desire of his to become a firefighter.
“It’s something I’ve always wanted
to do,” he explained. “I spent 12 years
on the EMS side before finally coming
over to the firefighting side. I wish I had
made that move a lot sooner. I really
love the job.”
Leary, age 41, is married and the
father of three children, ages 2, 4, and
9. He said the risks of the job were
something he and his wife discussed
early on.
“We had the discussion when I made
the decision to move to firefighting,” he

said. “I’m fortunate in that Winchendon
has allowed me to do extensive training,
to go through the full-time academy,
which is 10 weeks, 400 hours. So, I feel
I’m prepared to make the right decisions.”
He said he and his 9-year-old daughter talked about the risks of his job just
recently.
“We talked about it for the first time
a couple of weeks ago during the anniversary of the Cold Storage incident,”
Leary said, referring to the Cold Storage
fire in Worcester in December 1999 that
claimed the lives of six Worcester firefighters. “We watched some of the videos and talked about some of the things
that could happen. When I heard about
this most recent incident, I had just finished my shift Sunday morning. When I
got home, I turned the news on and we
watched it together and talked a little
bit about it.”
“Her first question was, ‘Daddy, this
isn’t going to happen to you is it?’ I did
my best to assure her it would not.”
Despite the risks, Leary said he has
no regrets.
“I’m very happy with the decision I
made,” he said with conviction, adding
he’s happy working in a small-town
department. “I have no desire to commute. I like being close to family. So, I
have no desire to go to a bigger department. I want to stay local. I couldn’t be
happier.”
He said Roy’s death has not made him
reconsider his career choice.
Smith said each firefighter deals with
the death of a colleague in his or her
own way.
“But the fact is we’re here for each
other and each of us knows that. No
matter what happens, we’re surrounded
by a lot of co-workers – friends, brothers
– who have our back. We all know the
risks, but it’s a lot easier to face those
risks when you’re surrounded by people you trust,” Smith concluded.

Say it in
living color!

The world isn’t
black and white.
So, why is your ad?
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