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Free by request to residents of Webster, Dudley and the Oxfords

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WEBSTER — There is no doubt that COVID-19 
wreaked havoc on just about anything and everything 
imaginable, including high school basketball seasons. 
There were no summer leagues in 2020, and then many 
schools didn’t offer the sport during the winter of  2020-
21. So, referee Pete DelloStritto made it his duty this 
summer for all local teams to have a chance to pick up 
a basketball and play.

“Because of  COVID last year, everything was 
squashed. This year, I was approached by a handful 
of  coaches asking if  there was going to be any basket-
ball…a lot schools hadn’t even had [winter] seasons,” 
said DelloStritto. “Things started to ease up, but the 
Auburn High School [site of  the normal summer 
league] was still off  limits. I understood that, but I 
reached out to the coaches that reached out to me and 
asked if  they would be interested. I sent an email out to 
about 16 or 18 coaches and the vast majority of  coaches 
said that they wanted their teams to play.”

Auburn High wasn’t the only school that wouldn’t 
allow a summer league to take place. In fact, DelloStritto 
couldn’t find a public school to host. That’s where All 
Saints Academy of  Webster stepped in.

“Because All Saints is a private catholic school, 
they said we could use their gymnasium,” explained 
DelloStritto.

All Saints Athletic Director Jeff  Paulhus, a fellow 
official along with DelloStritto and a basketball coach-
ing staff  member at Bay Path Regional, gave his loca-
tion the OK for the summer league.

“I owe a tremendous amount of  gratitude to them 
because without them it wouldn’t have been possible,” 
said DelloStritto. “It’s also a really nice facility.”

Bartlett High, Bay Path, David Prouty Regional, 
Grafton High, Leicester High, Millbury High, Oxford 
High, Quaboag Regional, Shepherd Hill Regional, 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER – To Select 
Board Chair Randy 
Becker, “Whenever you 
have the town adminis-
trator show up in your 
driveway – he’d texted, 
but I didn’t see the text – I 
knew something bad was 
up.”

He’s referring to how he 
learned Doug Willardson 
was resigning as town 
administrator, effective 
Sept. 3. It was a decision 
Becker described as “A 
bad one for the town and 
a good one for Doug and 
his family.”

“I can’t imagine where 
we’d be without your five 
years,” he told Willardson 
at the Aug. 2 selectmen’s 
meeting.

“It’s been great,” 

Willardson replied, 
praising the board for 
“set[ting] a good tone for 
the town” and the “whole 
[town] team for working 
hard” to make things hap-
pen.

Willardson proposed 
retired Dudley Town 
Administrator Greg 
Balukonis as “the best 
person” to serve as inter-
im administrator while 
the town searches for a 
permanent replacement. 
Noting Balukonis was 
most recently interim 
in Blackstone and has 
expressed willingness to 
do it, he added “he’s prob-
ably more familiar with 
our town than anybody 
else who’d be available.”

The board seemed to 
agree, with Becker say-
ing Balukonis “retired 

with distinction.” They 
appointed Andrew Jolda 
and Earl Gabor to nego-
tiate with him and bring 
back a contract for a 
vote Aug 9, although 
Balukonis himself  can’t 
attend that night.

In some sense, that’s the 
easy part. Willardson’s 
letter triggers a char-
ter-based process with 
specific deadlines for 
creating a screening com-
mittee and ultimately 
appointing a new admin-
istrator. Becker said this 
committee includes three 
appointees by the moder-
ator and two each by the 
selectmen, school com-
mittee and finance com-
mittee, and needs to start 
working within 30 days 

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

WEBSTER – In a 
20-minute online meet-
ing July 27, the School 
Committee green-lighted 
Covid protocols for the 
upcoming school year.

Noting they were 
“not policy; it could 
change at any time,” 
Superintendent Ruthann 
Goguen said she was 
aiming to have “some dis-
tancing at lunch,” with a 
three-foot goal and kids 
facing forward, and all 
students masked indoors, 
but not outside.

“We feel this is less that 
what we’ve been doing 
the previous year,” she 
said, adding the adminis-
tration hopes “to get back 
to some sense of  normal.”

the protocol changes 
are happening in light 
of  a few things. One is 
the risk of  the Delta vari-
ant, which a recent case 

cluster in Provincetown 
and data from Israel show 
is able to infect and be 
transmitted by vacci-
nated people. A second 
is the fact there is still 
no vaccine for children 
under age 12, and Goguen 
noted they’ve looked at 
various issues regarding 
mixing students of  vari-
ous ages. A third is more 
bureaucratic – the state 
education commissioner 
is not allowing remote 
schooling to count toward 
“ t i m e - o n - l e a r n i n g ” 
requirements, so all stu-
dents need to be in class, 
although absence for 
health reasons (including 
quarantine) won’t be held 
against them.

Goguen also cited rec-
ommendations from 
the CDC and American 
Assocation of  Pediatrics 
as part of  the rationale 
for the changes.

Specifically, the AAP 

recommends “universal 
masking” for all children 
older than two years and 
all staff  for several rea-
sons, including “the lack 
of  a system to monitor 
vaccine status among stu-
dents, teachers and staff,” 
and “continued con-
cerns for variants that 
are more easily spread 
among children, adoles-
cents, and adults.” It also 
notes masks can protect 
“against other respira-
tory illnesses that would 
take time away from 
school.”

“It is critically import-
ant to develop strategies 
that can be revised and 
adapted depending on 
the level of  viral trans-
mission and test positiv-
ity rate throughout the 
community and schools,” 
AAP’s website states, not-
ing districts should pur-
sue “a multi-pronged, lay-

=BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/OXFORD – The town of  Dudley and Oxford 
have both been awarded grants through the Executive 
Office of  Energy and Environmental Affairs’ (EEA) 
Dam and Seawall Program that will be used for dam 
design and permitting as part of  the Baker administra-
tions focus on addressing failing dam infrastructure in 
the Commonwealth.

The two municipalities are receiving a share of  
more than $17.3 million in grant funding announced 
on June 28 as Gov. Charlie Baker also highlighted a $2.9 
billion proposal to invest a portion of  the American 
Rescue Plan Act funding provided to Massachusetts to 
help with clime-resistant infrastructure. 

“The Commonwealth’s cities and towns are see-
ing the impacts of  climate change every day, and 
our Administration is committed to providing need-
ed funding to support critical resilience projects to 
address these issues,” said Baker during an appear-
ance at the Haskell Pond Dam in Gloucester, which 
will also benefit from grant funding. “These grants 
will help municipalities make substantial progress to 
maintain and repair aging dams and seawalls across 
Massachusetts.”

Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary 
Kathleen Theoharides praised Baker’s commitment to 
helping provide resources to communities to prepare 
for future natural disasters. 

“Since coming into office in 2015, the Baker-Polito 
Administration has delivered over $82.5 million in fund-
ing through the Dam and Seawall Program to improve 
critical infrastructure that protects our communities 
and businesses and makes our Commonwealth more 

All Saints Academy hosts successful Summer Basketball League

Nick Ethier

Thanks to Pete DelloStritto’s effort to ensure that a boys’ summer basketball league would take place this year for much of 
southern Worcester County, Bartlett High’s team won the title over Grafton High at All Saints Academy in its hometown of 
Webster on Wednesday, July 28.

Willardson resigns 
effective Sept. 3

Schools revise Covid protocols

Dudley, Oxford receive dam infrastructure grants

Courtesy

Gov. Charlie Baker recently announced dam and coastal infrastructure grants awarded to 27 towns, including Dudley and 
Oxford.

Turn To GRANTS page A15

Turn To WILLARDSON page A15 Turn To COVID page A15

Turn To BASKETBALL page A15
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Home & Garden | Antiques to Farmhouse
Village Paint | Primitives & Country | Candles | Handmades

Patriotic Decor and more

Hours: Thurs-Sun 10am-5pm
146 Mendon St., Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2700
Check out our photos on Facebook

@primitivegoodssupply 
or just drop by!

SHOP AUGUST 14  
& AUGUST 15 

for
TAX FREE SAVINGS!

PREVIEWING
FALL ITEMS

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From

BUY

FACTORY

DIRECT

& SAVE

6.25% TAX FREE PLUS  
6.25% ADDED DISCOUNT!

AUGUST 14TH 
& AUGUST 15th

Open Saturday 9-4 
and Sunday 9-3

102 Huntoon Memorial Hwy. (Rte. 56) Rochdale, MA

HOURS: Mon-Fri 10-5, Sat & Sun 12-5, 9 to 9 by appt.

ALL HIGH QUALITY 100% TOP GRAIN LEATHER FURNITURE

ALL LEATHER POWER RECLINERS
Theirs - over $1599
OURS FROM $499!

POWER LEATHER SOFAS
Theirs - $2399

OURS FROM $999!

ALL LEATHER SECTIONALS
Theirs - $5045

OURS FROM $1899!

508-892-8412FURNITURE NOW

SHOP
TAX
FREE
WEEKEND

And Don’t Pay 6.25% Tax For Additional Savings On Real 
Wholesale Pricing!

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
AUGUST 14th & 15th

Top of the Line Fabric and Leather 
Recliners and Li� Chairs 

$399-$649

Why wait? Get it NOW!
IN STOCK, 

Delivered to you in 24-48 hours!
(some restrictions apply)

TAX FREE WEEKEND 
AUGUST 14 & 15

SHOP THESE FINE STORES 
AND SAVE THIS WEEKEND!

Specializing In: 
Cemetery Lettering

Monument Cleaning - 
Markers, Bronze Plaques 

for Memorial Parks

Call For Appointment
508-892-4193

Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display
Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St., Leicester, MA

Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

NO SALES TAX 
Aug. 14 & 15th

Make your tax 
savings last  
for eternity

By Appointment Only

Call For Appointment

SHOP SALES TAX HOLIDAY AUGUST 14 & 15
OPEN SAT 8-10 • SUN 9-9 LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

DELUXE ELECTRIC 

DRYER
Reg. $49999

$47999

A/C’S AND DEHUMIDIFIERS 
IN STOCK

100’S OF 
FREEZERS
IN STOCK

Mon-Sat 10-9 • Sun Noon-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $199999

$149999

OVER THE RANGE

MICROWAVE OVEN
Reg. $26999

$22999

DELUXE

DISHWASHER
Reg. $49999

$39999

WHIRLPOOL

TOP WASHER
Reg. $69999

$59999

KITCHENAID

DISHWASHER
Reg. $99999

$89999

TV SALE

NEW SCRATCH 
& DENT SALE 

60-75% OFF!

Courtesy

The scene of a two-vehicle accident on Aug. 3 that resulted in injuries to an unnamed motor-
cyclist.

Motorcyclist injured in 
Dudley crash

BY JASON BLEAU

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – A multi-vehicle accident resulted in injuries to a motorcyclist in 
Dudley on Tuesday, Aug. 3 with police still examining what transpired during the 
incident.

Dudley Police released details into the accident that occurred on Aug. 3 at 5:30 
p.m. at the intersection of  Warsaw Ave and George Street in Dudley. Officers Ryan 
Daniels and Luis Pacheco were dispatched to the scene along with Dudley Fire and 
EMS. When the arrived responder discovered a male operator, whose name had 
not been released as of  press time, injured as a result of  the two-vehicle collision.

According to police the male operator was riding his motorcycle traveling east on 
George Street. A second vehicle, identified as a black Dodge Dart, traveling in the 
opposite direction durned left onto Warsaw Avenue. The vehicles collided resulting 
in damage to the passenger side front end of  the Dodge, significant damage to the 
motorcycle and reported injuries to the motorcyclist. Responders found the motor-
cyclist alert and conscious but appearing to have suffered serious injuries. On-site 
aid was given before Dudley EMS transported the individual to UMass Memorial 
Hospital on Worcester reporting that he was in stable condition upon leaving the 
scene. 

Police assigned Dudley Detective James Annese and members of  the Central 
Massachusetts Law Enforcement Council Accident Reconstruction Team to inves-
tigate the cause and circumstances of  the accident. The name of  the operator of  the 
Dodge Dart was also not released by police as the investigation is deemed ongoing 
with no charges filed as of  this report.

WOODSTOCK, Conn. 
— Several Massachusetts 
poets/authors will read at 
the next free poetry read-
ing to be held on Sunday, 
Aug. 15 at Roseland Park, 
205 Roseland Park Rd. in 
Woodstock, Conn., in the 
beautiful outdoor amphi-
theater (barn or boat 
house if  rain).  The event 
will run from 2-4 p.m., 
and is for people ages 14 
and up.  Books will be 
available for purchase.  
Folding chairs or camp 
chairs are recommended 
for a more comfortable 
time if  in amphitheater.  
Besides featured readers 
there will be an open mic 
segment as time allows; 

strict five - minute limit.

Featured poets 
on the 15th will be 
Massachusetts authors 
Gerald Yelle, David 
Wyman, and author 
and Professor Emerita, 
UMass, Janine Roberts, 
along with Connecticut 
author and organizer 
of  Quiet Corner Poets, 
Christine Kalafus.  The 
featured open mic reader 
will be Tianna Mercier.  
National Beat Poet 
Laureate for 2020, Paul 
Richmond, and Montreal 
International Poetry 
Contest finalist Karen 
Warinsky will also per-
form in the open mic.

This event is being spon-
sored in part by Sharpe 
Hill Winery, Linemaster 
Switch Corporation, 
Brunarhans, Inc., CR 
Premier Properties, 
Weiss, Hale and Zahansky 
Strategic Wealth 
Advisors, the Woodstock 
Airport, Ashford’s Xtra 
Mart, Bank Hometown, 
Charter Oak Credit 
Union, The Rusty Relic, 
and Sweet Evalina’s.

Questions about this 
series can be directed to 
karen.warinsky@gmail.
com.

Poetry at Roseland Park 
Series continues Sunday
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ACCURACY WATCH:
The Webster Times is committed to 

accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur. 
Confirmed fact errors will be corrected in 
a timely manner on page A3. We cannot 
run corrections based upon differences of  
opinion or unconfirmable facts. We will, 
however, print letters to the editor from 
area residents who wish to add their com-
ments to our news coverage. If  you find a 
mistake, please email news@stonebridge-
press.news or call (508) 909-4106. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voicemail box. 

LOST
CAT

Last Seen on July 16th 
Bline House Road 

North Grosvenordale, CT
Dark Tabby Color 

Please call Chris with any info 
860-634-6001

125 Southbridge Road, Charlton, MA 01507  
(508) 248-9797 www.charltonoil.com

CURRENT OIL PRICE $2.30/gallon*
Monday, Aug. 9 • 100 gallon minimum

* call or visit website for the most up-to-date price * prices subject to change

 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY

SERVICE
AVAILABLE

PROPANE  Price Per Gallon
75-150 .................................. $2.35
150-300 ................................ $1.99
300-500 ................................ $1.85
500 Plus ........................Call O�ce

Tanks Filled to 80% • Driver Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH! 
No Long-term Contract Required to Buy Propane. 

Call office for details.

Your locally-owned hometown 
heating oil specialists

Sales & Service!
OIL

PROPANE

ONLINE
ORDERING NOW 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

NOW HIRING 
CLASS B DRIVERS

2 Lake St., Webster ~ 508-949-3880
All programs are scheduled to be held 

outside on the Library lawn (unless oth-
erwise noted), weather permitting.

Adult Programming

Adult Summer Reading – June 
28th-August 20th

Stop by the Library Circulation 
Desk to sign up for our Adult Summer 
Reading Program. All you have to do is 
read or listen to books and return them 
to the Library to get raffle tickets. Enter 
to win Gift Cards and Prizes from local 
businesses. Sponsored by the Friends 
of  the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library 
and Marilyn and Gerald Fels.

Book Discussion Group – August 16th 
6:30PM

The Gladys E. Kelly Public 
Library Adult Book Discussion Group 
meets at 6:30 pm on the third Monday 
of  the month.  New members are always 
welcome! Next month’s book discus-
sion will be on Monday, August 16th at 
6:30PM either on the Library Lawn, or 
in the Library’s Local History Room, 
and will be about the book The Children 
Act by Ian McEwan. Stop by the library, 
or reach out by phone to 508-949-3880, 
or by email to ehale@cwmars.org for 
inquiries.

Outdoor ‘90s Movie Night – August 
19th 8:00PM

Get ready for a throwback to the ’90s 
with this extraterrestrial extravaganza! 
Bring a chair or a blanket, and stop 
by the Library Lawn to experience the 
aliens who live among us, and the group 
whose job it is to keep them a secret! 
Feel free to dress up in your favorite ’90s 
apparel!

Yoga on the Lawn – Saturdays in 
September 10:00AM-11:15 AM

Join Julie at Gladys Kelly for 
a vinyasa yoga class for all levels. In 
Sanskrit, Vinyasa yoga translates to the 
“uniting of  movement with breath”. A 
typical class involves a centering of  the 
mind with the breath, aromatherapy, 
movement of  the body to release ener-
getic blockages and, finally, a rest and 
relaxation. Classes are free for Gladys 
Kelly patrons. Please bring the follow-
ing to enable the best experience for 
your body.

Edible Wild Plants of  the Northeast 
with John Root – September 9th 6:00PM

“Edible Wild Plants of  the 
Northeast” is a power point presenta-
tion offering a comprehensive intro-
duction to the identification and uses 
of  wild plants for food and beverage. 
Distinguishing characteristics, sea-
sons of  availability, habitats, methods 
of  preparation, and nutritional and 
medicinal value of  our region’s most 
common and appealing wild plants are 
discussed. Questions and comments are 
welcome throughout the presentation, 
and illustrated pamphlets with plant 
descriptions, guidelines for responsible 
and safe foraging, and a bibliography 
for further study are distributed as well.

Fall Concert Series: Mark Mandeville 
& Raianne Richards – September 11th 
6:00PM

Mark Mandeville & Raianne Richards 
have contributed their first decade to 
the legacy of  American folk and coun-
try music, sharing emotively intelligent 
lyrics, unmistakable vocal harmonies, 
and a unique blend of  instrumentation 
with audiences throughout the US and 
Canada. The songs poetically reflect 
their personal experience as factory 
workers, teachers, community orga-
nizers and natives of  postindustrial 
mill towns in central Massachusetts. 
Accompanying themselves on guitar, 
harmonica, ukulele, penny whistle, 
electric bass, and most uniquely clar-
inet, their live performance is often 
punctuated by humorous commentary.

Children’s and Young Adult 
Programming

Summer Reading 2021 - “Tails and 
Tales!” - June 28th-August 20th

Join us at the Gladys E. Kelly 
Library from June 28th to August 20th 
for our summer-long “Tails and Tales” 
reading program! Read books (novels, 
picture books, audio books, comics, etc.) 
for opportunities to win fun prizes! Sign 
up is FREE and includes a bag full of  
goodies and a log to track your reading 
minutes. Sign up any time throughout 
the summer, read, and claim prizes as 
you go. For ages 0-17. Teens get their 
own prizes to choose from this year! 
Email atai@cwmars.org or call 508-949-
3880 for more information. Sponsored 
by the Friends of  the Gladys E. Kelly 
Public Library and Marilyn and Gerald 
Fels.

Wiggles and Giggles! - Wednesdays, 
June 30th-August 18th (excluding July 
7th and August 4th) 10:00-11:00AM

Come sing, dance, and make 
music with Lainey Hanlon! For chil-
dren ages 2-5 and their parents/caregiv-
ers.

WEBSTER
POLICE LOG

WEBSTER — The Webster Police 
Department reported the following 
arrests during the week of  Aug. 1-7.

Andrew O. Callender, age 30, of  
Webster was arrested on Aug. 1 for 
Vandalization of  Property. Callender 
was subsequently charged with 
Carrying a Loaded Firearm Without a 
License, Improper Storage of  a Firearm, 
Felony Possession of  a Firearm, and 
possession of  a Large Capacity Firearm 
Feeding Device.

Christopher Penalvert, age 24, of  
Webster was arrested on Aug. 2 for 
Assault with a Dangerous Weapon.

A 25-year-old male from Whitinsville 
was arrested on Aug. 4 for Felony 
Nighttime Breaking & Entering, 
Assault & Battery on a Family or 
Household Member, Rape, Armed 
Assault in a Dwelling, Felony 
Possession of  a Firearm, Violation of  
an Abuse Prevention Order, Possession 
of  Ammunition Without an FID Card, 
Home Invasion, Armed Robbery, and 
Unarmed Robbery.

Xiomara E. Causey, age 26, of  
Worcester, Mass. was arrested on Aug. 
4 in connection with multiple warrants.

Salena J. Rensahih, age 27, of  Webster 
was arrested on Aug. 5 in connection 
with a warrant.

A 52-year-old male from Webster was 
arrested on Aug. 5 on multiple counts 
of  Violation of  an Abuse Prevention 
Order.

A 38-year-old male from Dudley was 
arrested on Aug. 7 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member and 
Threatening to Commit a Crime.

A 42-year-old male from Webster was 
arrested on Aug. 7 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member, 
Assault & Battery causing Serious 
Injury, and Intimidation of  a Witness, 
Juror, Police Officer, or Court Official.

GLADYS E. KELLY LIBRARY

www.StonebridgePress.com

DUDLEY — The Town 
of  Dudley Historical 
Commission and the 
Pearle L. Crawford 
Memorial Library have 
joined in a project to 
establish a “Memories 
Box” to be kept in the 
library’s local history 
room.  

The purpose of  the 
box would be to collect 
“memories” of  Dudley 
residents about past and 
current local events.  
Residents are encour-
aged to submit a hand-
written or typed memory 
on a standard (eight and 
a half  by 11 inches) sheet 
of  paper.  Photos or art-
work mounted on a stan-
dard sheet would also be 
accepted. The submis-
sions become part of  an 
“ongoing time capsule” 
that could be accessed 
by historians and gene-
alogists interested in the 
history of  Dudley and 
its inhabitants. Multiple 
memories can be submit-
ted, but each must be lim-
ited to one sheet of  paper, 

and labeled on the back 
with the date and age of  
the person submitting the 
memory. Donor’s name 
(birth and married), 
although not required, is 
preferred, for genealogi-
cal research.  This project 
is well suited to teach-
ers and students inter-
ested in specific topics.  

The first suggested topic 
is: the local impact of  the 
pandemic of  2020/2021.

This project was envi-
sioned after Ed Bazinet, 
Chairman of  the Dudley 
Historical Commission, 
realized that current 
“history” was being lost.  
In the past, diaries and 
letters provided insight 
into the lives of  average 
people. Today, most com-
munication is phone or 
text, and not something 
accessible later on.

When the library was 
built, the allocation of  
a room for local histo-
ry was provided, which 
also includes a climate 
controlled and restrict-

ed room for books and 
documents that needed 
additional care and pres-
ervation.  The Historical 
Commission has used 
this space over the years 
to accept donations of  
published histories as 
well as maps, newspapers 
and personal diaries and 
letters. This is where the 
memories box will be 
stored. Working closely 
with Librarian Drusilla 
Carter, the memories 
box idea was conceived 
as the logical location for 
collecting remembrances 
that residents can “store 
away” for future genera-
tions.  MS Carter likes to 
call the project “an his-
torical love letter to the 
future”. 

This project will be 
ongoing.  Anyone may 
sit down and create a 
“memory” for inclusion, 
then either hand deliver 
or mail it to the Pearle 
L. Crawford Memorial 
Library, 40 Schofield Ave., 
Dudley, MA  01571.

“Memories Box” will 
preserve local history



BY GUS STEEVES
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OXFORD – Selectmen 
voted unanimously to 
join a six-town pub-
lic health grant project 
designed to expand edu-
cation, outreach and 
inspection services. With 
their vote, and the Board 
of  Health’s previous  vote 
to also support this effort, 
Oxford is joining Webster, 
Southbridge, Dudley, 
Charlton, Auburn and 
Brimfield.

The project, funded by 
a state grant of  $300,000 
for three years, is being 
called the South Central 
Mass Partnership for 
Public Health and aims to 
hire two people – a com-
munity health coordina-
tor and regional health 
inspector. Both will be 

based in Webster and sal-
aried at $65-75,000 a year, 
but will work regional-
ly to “fill gaps, enhance 
existing services and 
expand public health pro-
grams to better serve res-
idents moving forward,” 
according to a May 24 
memo from CMRPC’s 
Connor Robichaud to the 
six towns’ health boards.

Oxford BOH member 
David Escobar told the 
selectmen he felt it’d be 
helpful in part because 
the health department 
has recently seen “gaps 
in our coverage” due 
to retirements. Having 
such regional staff, he 
said, could be beneficial 
when the town has  many 
inspections in a short 
period of  time.

Southbridge Health 

Director Andy Pelletier 
agreed, telling the Town 
Council he sees this as 
an opportunity to update 
the town’s seven year old 
health needs study. Back 
then, it identified five 
key issues – domestic vio-
lence, substance abuse, 
asthma, teen pregnancy 
and poor housing condi-
tions – and now would be 
a good time to see where 
those issues stand.

He noted, however, the 
two new people won’t 
focus on any one town’s 
needs, but on the issues 
all six share. 

Southbridge also voted 
unanimously to join the 
project late last month.

According to the 
inter-municipal agree-
ment, the joint effort will 
be run by an “Oversight 

Board” of  two 
re presentatives 
appointed by the 

health boards of  
each town (one of  
them a health board 
member), but where 
each town has one 
vote. It states, “every 

member shall  have an 
equal voice in determin-
ing shared priorities and 
services to be provided.” 
Regarding funding, it 
notes, “Until grant funds 
are expended, there will 
be no cost to participat-
ing municipalities,” and 
the plan calls for continu-
ing the work by seeking 
more grants. Towns have 
the right to secede from 
the group with 30 days’ 
written notice.

In other business, the 
Oxford selectmen got 
their first formal intro-
duction to newly-hired 
Superintendent Michael 
Lucas. Lucas most 
recently served 12 years 
as principal at Tantasqua 
Regional High School 
in Sturbridge, where he 
essentially rose through 
the ranks from a start as 
history teacher.

He said he plans “on 
being here several years” 
and invited citizens, par-
ents and local officials 
to sit down with him to 
talk about where they 
see Oxford schools going. 

Regarding the upcoming 
school year, Lucas said 
he intends to open with 
all students in class five 
days a week with masks, 
but will have alternatives 
planned in case a Covid 
resurgence makes that 
impossible.

The board also set Oct 
6 as the date for the Fall 
Town Meeting, with the 
warrant to close Sept 8; 
reappointed a long list of  
election workers for the 
next year; met the new 
building commissioner; 
and briefly discussed the 
fact the town is pursuing 
several grants.

Additionally, they 
voted to make the School 
Committee members 
“special municipal 
employees” generally, 
and specifically exempt-
ed member September 
Forbes from MGL 
Chapter 248, section 20. 
The www.mass.gov page 
describing that part of  
the law states, “As a ‘spe-
cial municipal employee,’ 
you may 
even have 

a financial interest in a 
contract with your own 
department (or with a 
department which has 
overlapping jurisdiction 
with your department), 
provided that you file a 
disclosure of  your inter-
est in the contract with 
the city or town clerk and 
the board of  selectmen, 
board of  aldermen, town 
council or city coun-
cil vote to grant you an 
exemption to section 20.”

In this case, Forbes 
sought such exemption 
in order to take a job as 
director of  the EduCare 
Program. She said she 
could not recall seeing 
that program come up 
during her 4.5 years on 
the committee, but would 
recuse herself  from 
future votes if  it does.

Gus Steeves can be 
reached at gus.steeves2@
gmail.com. 
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ALMANAC
OPEN TO CLOSE

DUDLEY

DUDLEY TOWN HALL (508) 949-8000
Board of  Selectmen (949-8001)
Monday-Thursday............. 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Fridays...........................................8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Evening appointments if  needed. 
Note: Office hours are for selectmen’s secretary 

and town administrator. S
electmen do not hold office hours.

Town Clerk (949-8004)
Monday-Thursday..................8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Thursday nights ...............................5  to 7 p.m.
Fridays........................................9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

DUDLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT (943-4411)
Staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
DUDLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-8040)

Monday-Sunday........................6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

OXFORD

OXFORD TOWN HALL (508) 987-6027

Board of  Selectmen

Monday-Friday..................... 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Town Clerk (987-6032)
Monday-Friday..................... 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT (987-0156)
For emergencies, call 911

OXFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT (987-6012)
Monday-Friday................ 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

WEBSTER

WEBSTER TOWN HALL (508) 949-3850
Office Hours:
Monday ..................................8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday ...............8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday.............................. 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

WEBSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT
(943-1212)

For emergencies, call 911
WEBSTER FIRE DEPARTMENT (949-3875)

Monday-Friday.....................8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday...............................8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

TO PLACE AN AD:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

MIKAELA VICTOR

(508) 909-4126
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Webster Times
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Webster Times
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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REAL ESTATE
Dudley

$582,000, 49 Flaxfield Rd, Lacroix FT, and Bailey, 
Melissa A, to Alves, Samya, and Breton, Michael.

$435,000, 24 Budd Dr, Ucher, Piotr, and Ucher, Renata 
D, to Williams, Eric.

$329,900, 78 New Boston Rd, Diamond, David W, to 
Carrell, Sean.

$320,000, 11 2nd Ave, Jakobkiewicz, Jaroslaw, and 
Jakobkiewicz, Beata, to Jakobkiewicz, Karolina, and 
Jure, Daniel.

$320,000, 2 Ellis Ave, Reno, Robert J, and Reno, Susan 
R, to Mclaughlin, Steven J, and Mclaughlin, Patricia A.

$310,000, 86 W Main St, Keane, Dermot, and Keane, 
Lynne, to Kumar, Narinder.

$300,000, 57 New Boston Rd, Norowski, Elaine E, and 
Gergich, Joyce A, to Quinn, Emily F, and Torrez, Brian 
H.

$250,000, 8 Sunrise Shrs E, Camille, Barry E, to Rijos, 
Rafael.

$240,000, 32 Central Ave #32, Galek, Maciej, to 
Agyekum, Eric.

$85,000, Truman Dr #11, Galaxy Estates LLC, to 
Howard, Timothy, and Howard, Ariana.

Oxford
$393,000, 152 Charlton St, Shepard, Stanley F, and 

Shepard, Virginia L, to Meadows, Kimberly A, and 
Keay, Kevin M.

$375,000, 90 Fort Hill Rd, Martin, Lynne, to Hubbard, 
Dawn M.

$350,000, 55 Ennis Rd, Swiatlowski, Matthew J, to 
Santiago, Miguel A, and Santiago, Luiz M.

$255,000, 24 Ballard St, Medaglia, John F, and Medaglia, 
Denise L, to Ferrera, Nicholas T.

Webster
$425,000, 2 Chestnut Hill Dr, Tau, Eric Y, and Fan, 

Ashlie, to Lobo-Dias, Fabio, and DeSousa-Alves, Livia.
$380,000, 3 Dominique Dr, Brunnett, Timothy J, to 

Fiorillo, Kristy.
$360,000, 5 Oakmont St, Leoniak, Krystyna, and 

Leoniak, Tadeusz, to Cassemiro, Claudio M, and 
Cassemiro, Maria I.

$315,000, 7 Pine Ridge Rd, Farr, Steven J, to Benker, 
Autumn.

$289,000, 8 Wyman St, Fiorillo, Kristy, to Korzec, Greg, 
and Korzec, Daisy.

$285,000, 36 Cudworth Rd, Leboeuf, Ellen T, to Pflum, 
Benjamin.

$280,000, 39 Brook St, Andrzejewski, Linda N, to 
Shephard, Ruth M.

$172,000, 48 Lakeside Ave, Cahill, James J, and Cahill, 
Kristen L, to Fleming, Angela C.

$98,500, 22 Aldrich St, Labonte, Theresa A, to Cozzens, 
Kenneth P.

$29,000, Goddard St #1, Dibonaventura, Richard, to 73 
Willard Rd LLC.

$13,100, N Main St, Cruz, Jose L, to Rahman, Syed A, 
and Kalanzi, Ismail.

Oxford joins new six-town health entity

DUDLEY POLICE LOG
DUDLEY — The Dudley Police Department reported the 

following arrests during the week of  July 30 to Aug. 6.
Justin M. Bell, age 37, of  Dudley was arrested on Aug. 2 

in connection with multiple warrants. Joel E. Griffith, age 
46, also of  Dudley, was arrested during the same incident in 
connection with multiple warrants.

A 5-year-old male whose name has been withheld from 
publication was arrested on Aug. 6 for Assault & Battery 
on a Family or Household Member and Strangulation or 
Suffocation.

Local author 
releases 

new book
WEBSTER — Do you have a family 

pet that you treat just like a family 
member? Does your pet do some wild 
and crazy things that make you laugh? 
Well, Louise Chadbourne had Granite, 
a charming bullmastiff. Inspired by this 
lovable dog, she wrote “Granite: The 
Bullmastiff  Story” to share his funny 
antics with children. 

On Aug. 21 at 11 a.m., Chadbourne will 
celebrate the book release of  “Granite: 
The Bullmastiff  Story” at Booklovers 
Gourmet, 72 E Main St. in Webster.  
During this event, she will read and sign 
books in addition children will be able 
to participate in a coloring station. 

“Granite: The Bullmastiff  Story” is a 
story about a family pet that was adopt-
ed when he was a puppy into a family 
that loves dogs. When Granite arrives to 
his new home; he is given some amazing 
presents including toys, a bed, treats, 
and a huge condo to sleep in. As he 
grew from eight lbs. to 165 pounds, he 
became a great helper to the family. For 
instance, standing guard and helping to 
do chores around the house and yard. 



BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – After initial-
ly proposing the idea in 
July, the Charlton Board 
of  Health has received 
the Board of  Selectmen’s 
blessing to bring a new 
bike safety activity to 
town next month.

The Board of  Health 
first discussed the possi-
bility of  holding a bike 
rally or rodeo event 
with the assistance of  
Dudley Police Sgt. Dean 
Poplawski and the fire 

and police departments. 
On July 26, the Board of  
Selectmen approved the 
idea, officially setting the 
date for Sept. 11 of  2021.

“We would be setting 
up roughly about five 
stations that they could 
go through. Kids would 
come with their bicycles. 
We would make sure 
their helmets fit properly 
and that they have hel-
mets. We’re looking to 
try to get donations for 
helmets so that if  a child 
comes without a helmet 

we could possibly give 
them something. We’d go 
through some bike safety 
tips for them like hand 
signals, rules of  the road, 
making sure their bikes 
are in good working order 
and at the end of  it they’d 
get a little bicycle license 
that says that they’ve 
been through this. We’re 
still working on some 
additional ideas,” Board 
of  Health Chair Jennifer 
Cournoyer told select-
men when proposing the 
idea.

The goal is to make the 
event a yearly tradition 
with 2022’s edition to take 
place in June to make 
sure kids are prepared 
for the summer. Police 
Chief  Steve Wojnar said 
the bike rodeo, as it was 
officially labeled, isn’t a 
new concept but serves 
an important purpose.

“We had done one 
of  these, I’d say, proba-
bly about eight or nine 
years ago at the middle 
school and they’re all 

very successful. They 
had a chance to look over 
the kids bikes and some 
of  the guys even made 
minor repairs to them if  
they needed to be done. 
The biggest thing is to 
spread the word about 
helmets and things of  
that nature. We’ll prob-
ably also be able to help 
register some bikes 
because you’ll notice that 
we find some bikes sto-
len or picked up at other 
places and if  we have the 

opportunity to get some 
numbers down, we can 
add them to our data-
base in case we find a 
bicycle at some point we 
can reunite it with the 
owner. It’s a great idea 
and kudos to the Board 
of  Health,” said the chief.

Selectmen unanimous-
ly granted approval to 
the event to sake place. 
The first Bike Rodeo is 
set for Sept. 11 from 1 
until 3 p.m. at the Dudley 
Municipal Complex.
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Community 
     Connection

Your guide to local businesses and events! To join us, please call June at 508-909-4062 
or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/9/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm

1/4, 1/2, Whole Beef 
Available

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

Hi! My name is Jayven  
and I like to play board 

games and football!

Javyen is an inquisitive boy of 
African-American and Hispanic 
descent. He loves board games 
and is always happy to play one, 
either with his friends or with an 
adult. Jayven also likes to be 
outside, and his favorite outdoor 
activity is playing football, which 
he is currently doing with Pop 
Warner Football. Jayven likes 
playing football so much that 
when he grows up, he would 
like to play for the NFL. Just in 
case he isn’t drafted, though, he 
is also considering careers as a 
detective or as a piano teacher. 
Jayven is currently doing well in 
school.

Legally freed for adoption, 
Jayven is looking for a loving and patient family of any constellation, with 
or without other children in the home. Jayven is very close with his young-
er brother and has expressed a desire to be a role model for him. An ideal 
family for Jayven will be open to helping him maintain this relationship.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Jayven
Age 14

Dudley selectmen approve bike rodeo

Local residents named to 
Dean’s List at Saint Anselm
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — Saint Anselm College has released the 

Dean’s List of  high academic achievers for the second semester of  the 2020-2021 
school year. 

Among the students named to the Dean’s List were Theodora N. Veronis of  
Dudley and Grace M. Sweeney of  Oxford.

To be eligible for this honor, a student must have achieved a grade point average 
of  3.4 or better in the semester with at least 12 credits of  study which award a letter 
grade. A total of  573 students representing 24 states received this honor.

Mark W. Cronin, Dean of  the College, announced that the following students 
have been named to the Dean’s List for the spring 2021 semester at Saint Anselm 
College, Manchester, New Hampshire.

About Saint Anselm College
ABOUT SAINT ANSELM COLLEGE: Founded in 1889, Saint Anselm College is 

a four-year liberal arts college providing a 21st century education in the Catholic, 
Benedictine tradition. Located in southern New Hampshire near Boston and the 
seacoast, Saint Anselm is well known for its strong liberal arts curriculum, the 
New Hampshire Institute of  Politics, a highly successful nursing program, a lega-
cy of  community service and a commitment to the arts.

Local residents inducted
into Honor Society for 

First-Year Success
MANCHESTER, New Hampshire — Local Saint Anselm College student Grace 

Sweeney of  Oxford was accepted into Alpha Lambda Delta, a national scholastic 
honor society for first-year success, for the 2020-2021 academic year.

To be eligible for invitation, students must be enrolled full-time at an institution 
with an active chapter of  Alpha Lambda Delta and have a 3.5 grade point average 
or higher in their first semester or first year of  study.

Alpha Lambda Delta was founded in 1924 by Maria Leonard, the Dean of  Women 
at the University of  Illinois, to recognize academic excellence among freshman 
women. One year prior, Dean Thomas Arkle Clark had founded Phi Eta Sigma, an 
honor society to recognize academic excellence among freshman men. Both groups 
became coeducational in 1976 in response to Title IX. Alpha Lambda Delta has 
grown to over 280 chapters and has initiated over one million students.

About Saint Anselm College 
Founded in 1889, Saint Anselm College is a nationally-ranked four-year liberal 

arts college providing a 21st century education in the Catholic, Benedictine tra-
dition. Located in the greater Boston region in southern New Hampshire, Saint 
Anselm is well known for its strong liberal arts curriculum, the New Hampshire 
Institute of  Politics, commitment to inclusiveness, a highly successful nursing 
program, and a legacy of  community service.
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SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial
& Residential

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

C O M M E R C I A L  • R E S I D E N T I A L

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 9/1/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Summer
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED
SOLID FUEL

PELLET
STOVE 
REPAIR
CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE

TOM CIRAS
5OB-248-3733
Please leave your name 

number & town, followed 
by your service request, 

Thank You!

SWEEPS AND CAPS 
STOVE 

INSTALLATIONS

MA HIC #144152
MA CSL #094542

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook: 

Brian Wood Electrician 

Painting

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

Interior and 
Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Over 40 Years Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE 

PAINT STRIPPING 
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook

Auto Body

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE  
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services,  
NOW Woody’s Professional Rustproofing and  

Undercoating Services! Maintain safety and value by 
protecting your vehicle’s body from rust, debris, salts and 

pests. We are now scheduling appointments 
For detail information check out our website!

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 8/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured
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EDITORIAL

A variety of  finan-
cial fraud “scams” 
continue to occur 
in our area.  People 
can be asked to 
send money or card 
information to var-
ious locations, or 
provide personal or 
bank details.  These 
can take place in 
person, online, over 
the phone, or by 
mail.  As a result, 
many people have 
lost large sums of  

money.  In recent weeks, a local resi-
dent was scammed out of  over $2,000 
in one of  these instances.  I wanted to 
provide once again everyone with some 
information on these illegal activities.
  Money and identity scams 
have been occurring for many years.  
Various types have taken place during 
this COVID-19 time.  Those responsible 
prey on unsuspecting individuals, par-
ticularly seniors.  Their goal is to obtain 
either quick cash or bank account num-
bers.  Armed with this documentation, 
the criminal can commit identity theft 
and access your finances.  Scammers 
can be well versed and prepared.  Many 
do extensive on-line research, includ-
ing checking obituaries, tax records, 
or other publicly available information 
prior to calling you.  They may have 
the names of  children, grandchildren, 
a deceased spouse, and a variety of  
other information, which they can use 
to intimidate or trick you.    

These come in a variety of  forms.  
One instance has an automated mes-
sage telling the person they have been 
overcharged by their power company 
and they are due a refund.  Others tell 
people their vehicle warranty is up, 
and they are eligible for renewal.  The 
goal is to get you to engage with one 
of  their “representatives” and provide 
personal information or send money.  
They most likely have little of  the infor-
mation they called you about and will 
ask you to provide it to “confirm” their 
records.  The caller tends to become 
rude if  they are questioned.  Calls such 
as this are a hoax.  If  it is legitimate, the 
caller should already have all the infor-
mation and be able to provide phone 
numbers, addresses, etc. to you to con-
firm their legitimacy.  Do not trust any 
of  this business over the phone.  You 
can follow up with your power compa-
ny, car dealership, or other business 
to which they refer.  In addition to 
these situations, Social Security scams 
are also prevalent.  People can be told 
their number has been compromised 
or blocked.  Callers threaten you with 
arrest or other penalties unless you 
divulge personal information or send 
some form of  payment.  Often, they will 
instruct victims to purchase gift cards 
and call them back with the numbers 
to quickly cancel the debt.  If  a victim 
ever gets this far into the process, let 
this serve as an obvious flag.  No one is 
ever threatened over the phone by the 
Social Security Administration and our 
department has never arrested anyone 
on behalf  of  this agency.  

Please exercise caution, do not pro-
vide any personal information over the 
phone, and seek out help from trusted 
people (family member, bank, police, 
etc.) before taking any actions.  If  you 
receive unexpected requests for money 
or other personal information, assume 
it is a scam.  Be very cognizant of  these 
occurrences and protect your personal 
information.  Report anything suspi-
cious to the proper authorities.

For those still seeking vaccination 
information, it can be found at www.
dudleyma.gov or by calling 508-949-8036.  
Please continue moving forward with 
the “re-opening” of  our state in a rea-
sonable manner.  Your cooperation is 
greatly appreciated.  During these chal-
lenging times, we, at the Dudley Police 
Department, greatly appreciate the sup-
port we receive from our community.  
Thanks again for your questions and 
comments.  Please send them to me at 
the Dudley Police Department, 71 West 
Main St., Dudley, MA 01571 or email at 
swojnar@dudleypolice.com.  Opinions 
expressed in this weekly column are 
those of  Chief  Wojnar only and unless 
clearly noted, do not reflect the ideas or 
opinions of  any other organization or 
citizen.

Be on the 
lookout for 

scams

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

An American success story
To the Editor:

Please keep two numbers in 
mind as you continue. The first is 5.7 
percent, and the second is 1.8 percent.

In this land of  “white supremacy,” 
so overwhelmingly cruel that people of  
color never have the same opportunities 
as their white oppressors, there are 
those who have somehow defeated ever 
present “systemic racism.”

This group is, on average, better edu-
cated than the white oppressors. They 
are, on average, more prosperous than 
the white oppressors. They are more 
likely to be found in prestige profes-
sions than the white oppressors.

They do not opine about the discrim-
ination their ancestors suffered. They 
are the least likely to commit a crime, 
and the least likely to be on welfare. 
They are the most likely to be part of  a 
two-parent family, and they are last in 
the number of  out of wedlock births.

Most amazing of  all, they do not see 
themselves as oppressed or threatened 
by racism. As Kenny Xu, author of “An 
Inconvenient Minority: The Attack 
on Asian American Excellence and 
the Fight for Meritocracy,” asks, “If  
America is still a racist country for 
minorities, how come they have allowed 
Asian Americans to overtake Whites 
in education level and socioeconomic 
status?”

Regrettably, Asians do increasingly 
see themselves discriminated against by 
the keepers of  the “CRT” flame, the Ivy 
League and top tier colleges and univer-
sities that impose their own race-based 
admission policies. According to Kenny 
Xu, an Asian American must score 
400-plus points higher than an African 
American in order to gain admission to 
Harvard.

Asian Americans feel fortunate to be 
here because they know that this coun-
try, more than any other, affords them 

the opportunity to improve themselves, 
and, even more importantly, gives their 
children the best chance for a life better 
than that of  their parents.

These remarkable people who have 
truly bought into the American Dream 
comprise 5.7 percent of  the population 
and include Japanese, Chinese, Koreans, 
Indians, et al. Their median household 
income (2018) was $87,243 vs. $65,902 for 
whites. How did the systemic racists that 
are running this country let that hap-
pen? They are also ahead in educational 
achievement with 56.5 percent college 
graduates or more advanced degrees, as 
opposed to 35.2 percent of  whites. How 
did “white supremacy” and “systemic 
racism” allow that? Maybe that white 
supremacy isn’t all that omnipotent.

The Dudley Charlton School District 
has announced that it is planning to hire 
a more diverse faculty and staff. This is 
in keeping with the theory that a child 
can only learn from a member of  his or 
her own race. Anything else is “system-
ic racism.” Asian-Americans just don’t 
fit that paradigm. They are the highest 
achievers educationally, but they are 
only 1.8 percent of  the teachers. With 
so few Asian-American teachers, what 
is the chance of  an Asian- American 
student finding him or herself  in a class 
taught by a fellow Asian-American? Yet 
somehow, they manage to learn and 
succeed at the highest levels despite the 
“pervasive racism.”

Asian Americans have chosen to 
work for their success rather than play 
the victims, waiting for a government 
handout or for an elitist liberal institu-
tion guilted into jumping them in line 
solely because of  their race.

Yes, people of  color can achieve with-
out embracing the ideology of  victim-
ization. Asian Americans are living 
proof.

RICHARD CLARK
DUDLEY

Helicopter
parenting a 

college student 
Gone are the days when your child 

would head off  to college to only place 
a collect call home once a week, or per-
haps would send a letter once a month.  
In those days, our parents had no idea 
what we were doing on a daily basis, 
who we were with or where we were at.  
They had no idea what test scores were 
coming in or what we had for dinner.  

In current times, college students are 
in instant, constant contact with their 
parents and we’re not so sure that’s a 
good thing.  Sure, it’s nice to keep in 
touch but at what cost to your child?  
Do we really need to know about every 
fleeting moment of  our child’s lives?  
Naturally, we want to protect our chil-
dren and keep them safe, but this is not 
the way to do it.  Teach them the skills to 
protect themselves long before they fill 
out that college application.  

To make things worse, most universi-
ties now have Facebook pages for par-
ents.  While this can be a great resource, 
it is also a breeding ground for parents 
to enable other parents, to enable their 
children, to lack independence and the 
skills to be resourceful.  

Way back when, children had to be 
home by dark.  In today’s world, you 
have parents posting questions on par-
ent’s pages on whether or not to use Tide 
Pods in the washers at school.  Why not 
let your child head off  to the laundry 
mat at school, with a Tide Pod and figure 
it out for themselves?   Other questions 
are often posed in regard to the furni-
ture in dorm rooms, where parents are 
asking other parents for pictures so they 
can better prepare their student prior to 
moving in.  Window sizes, storage space 
under the bed, outlets, you name it, it’s 
been asked.  Again, why not let your col-
lege student figure these things out for 
themselves along with their roommates?  
They are not in middle school anymore 
and can very well handle figuring out 
what they need on their own.  If  they 
ask for your help, then of  course step in.  

Point blank, parents are asking ques-
tions on behalf  of  their children.  If  a 
student has a question about parking, or 
a class or something in regard to move 
in day, teach them to pick up the phone 
and call the appropriate person, you 
know, like an adult would do.  

While we think parent to parent sup-
port is a great resource, it has gone too 
far.  Parents are posting pictures of  their 
child in their dorm rooms as if  it is their 
first day of  Kindergarten.  We know that 
parents are proud, as they should be, but 
wouldn’t those pictures be better suited 
for a private page for friends and family 
to see, instead of  potentially embarrass-
ing your child? 

If  a student is having an issue with a 
roommate, parents are leaning on these 
pages to sort it out, asking for advice on 
how to handle it.  Why not just tell your 
student, how to handle it themselves? It 
is natural for parents to want to swoop 
in and save the day and fix everything, 
but in doing so you are creating a way 
for your young adult to not be self-suf-
ficient.  Common sense tells us, that 
if  your student is having a roommate 
issue, they need to talk to their hall 
director.  

Parents have asked questions such 
as ‘What winter jackets are boys wear-
ing this year?’ ‘Does my child need an 
umbrella?’ ‘Does anyone do grocery 
delivery?’ ‘Where can my son sign up for 
activities?’ These appear to us to be a bit 
over the top.  

Trust in your parenting and trust in 
your child to take care of  their own 
needs. When parents hover, it can have 
adverse effects.  This doesn’t mean par-
ents can’t be involved or shouldn’t be 
involved in some way.  

When helicopter parents overparent, 
they are sending the message to their 
student that they cannot do these sim-
ple things on their own.  A survey of  
450 students with helicopter parents, 
discovered that these individuals lacked 
the confidence in thinking they could 
accomplish their own goals in the work-
place.  As a result, they were more depen-
dent on others and had difficulty coping 
which led to an increase in anxiety and 
panic attacks when put under pressure.  
You will not be around forever, and your 
child is capable of  handling things on 
their own.  The purpose of  child rearing 
is to teach them how to navigate the 
world on their own, so they can live the 
best quality of  life possible.  

The solution is to have a conversation 
with your child, and ask them how they 
want you to be involved and how and 
when you can support them.  
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What happens when an 
eagle, flying in the sky, meets 
a storm? Well, the eagle does 
not run away from the storm. 
Instead, as the storm sweeps 
in, the eagle sets his wings 
at the proper angle so that 
the winds will lift him above 
the storm. While the storm is 
punishing the earth below, the 
eagle is soaring above it, using 
the very winds of  the storm 
itself  to propel it above the 
storm! What a fantastic and 
vivid image of  how we can face 
the many storms of  life – ill-
nesses, death, disappointment, 
failure, betrayal and oppo-
sition – whatever the storms 
may be, when they come, we 
can set the wings of  our faith 
in such a way that the adverse 
winds will only propel us far 
above the storm!

We see an example of  this 
in the story when Jesus walks 
on water. He sent his disciples to cross 
the Sea of  Galilee while He himself  
went up to a mountain to pray all night. 
In the middle of  the night, a fierce 
storm arose on the lake, and the disci-
ples found themselves rowing against 
strong winds, as high waves battered 
the boat. These experienced fishermen 
knew the danger they faced. By early 
morning, they still were far from land 
when they saw Jesus walking on the 
water toward them. At first terrified, 
they thought that they saw a ghost, 
but Christ comforted them by saying, 
“Take heart; it is I; do not be afraid.”  

Peter, still unsure that it is truly Jesus 
and not a ghost, calls out to him, “Lord, 
if  it is you, command me to come to 
you on the water.”  And Jesus answers 
“Come.” Peter obeys and starts to 
walk on the water as he keeps his eyes 
focused on Christ. One step, two steps. 
Peter himself  begins to walk on water! 
As this second miracle occurs, Peter 
notices the strong wind and waves all 
around him. In the midst of  this crisis, 
he becomes afraid and begins to sink 
as his focus turns more towards the 
wind and the waves instead of  towards 
Jesus Christ! He cries out, “Lord, save 
me!” and Jesus immediately reached 
out and holds Peter in His loving arms, 
saying, “You of  little faith. Why did you 
doubt?” They both enter the boat, and 
immediately the winds cease.

Saint Peter offers a concrete example 
about what often happens when unex-
pected storms sweep into our lives. 
Notice that while Peter kept his eyes 
focused on Christ, he was safe and 
secure – he even walked on water him-
self ! The moment Peter took his eyes 
off  Christ and concentrated on the wind 

and water and waves, he forgot 
about the security of  Jesus and 
allowed fear to enter his mind 
and heart. Fear never comes 
from God. God’s love drives out 
all fear. His peace and presence 
don’t allow fear to remain! Yet 
Peter did not allow God’s love 
to remain. For one moment, he 
focused on the storm instead 
of  overcoming the storm with 
the help of  Christ!

The secret of  successfully 
handling every difficulty in 
life is to focus on Jesus Christ 
instead of  the storm. Don’t 
focus on the magnitude of  your 
problems and troubles, which 
lead only to fear and despair, 
but look to the greatness of  our 
Lord Jesus and trust in Him 
who can calm even the mighti-
est storm. Jesus’ words, “Take 
heart; it is I; do not be afraid,” 
are for us as well in the midst 
of  any difficulty we may face.

Unfortunately, too often we act 
like schizophrenic people. We say we 
believe in God and might even turn to 
Him each day in prayer but when trag-
edy, struggles, and disappointments 
come, which inevitably they will, at the 
moment when we precisely need God 
most, we forget about him and try to 
handle our situation in a rational way, 
using only our own abilities.

When facing any challenge or prob-
lems, don’t go over all the details of  
the problem again and again, with-
out allowing Christ to enter into the 
midst of  the situation. Humbly listen 
to His advice and guidance! When fac-
ing trouble, it does no good to keep our 
mind recounting the difficulty of  the 
problem. Turn your eyes away from the 
wind and water and waves, and instead 
look at Jesus standing there with his 
arms open, inviting us to enter his 
secure embrace.

Now, let’s address another misunder-
standing people have about the storms 
of  life. Some think that believing in 
God means all problems of  our lives 
will disappear. Our Lord never prom-
ised his followers such a carefree life. In 
fact, he teaches the opposite. “Anyone 
who follows me must deny himself  
and take up his cross.” In other words, 
a follower of  Christ will face persecu-
tion, difficulty and struggle. Disciples 
of  Christ must carry a heavy cross. 
Yet, in the midst of  these difficulties, 
Christ promises that He will be with 
us. God will not save us from the storms 
but will be with us in the midst of  the 
storm.  He won’t stop the storms from 

Facing the storms of life
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Here in New England, 
late summer is celebrat-
ed with the long await-
ed peach crop. Native 
peaches are offered up 
by area orchards, local 
farmers markets and 
roadside stands. In rec-
ognition of  the refresh-
ing, ever so sweet, sum-
mertime peach, August 
has been deemed National Peach 
Month. Read on for some “peachy” 

information on peaches!
* *
Peaches’ Past: As noted 
previously in this col-
umn, peaches were first 
grown in China, traced 
as far back as 551 BC. 
Peaches are a member 
of  the same family as the 
rose, which accounts for 
its sweet fragrance. But 

early peaches, which were tiny and tart 
with a larger pit and lots of  fuzz, barely 
resembled today’s plump, juicy fruits. 
Despite its shortcomings, the historic 
peach earned its place in early Chinese 
folklore, as it was considered to bring 
luck and immortality. In fact, today, the 
Chinese still consider peaches are prop-
er birthday gifts.

Strains of  early peaches attracted 
favor and the tasty fruit traveled from 
China through Europe and finally to 
the “New World,” gaining legions of  
fans along the way. The Romans fondly 
dubbed peaches “Persian Apples,” for 
the country that first introduced the 
sweet fruit to the west. Louis XIV of  
France was so fond of  peaches that he 
once awarded a pension to the man 
who provided him with peaches from 
Montreuil, a suburb of  Paris.

While Spanish explorers brought the 
peach to America, Native Americans 
are credited with spreading their culti-
vation. Eventually, Georgia was named 
the Peach State, for its abundant peach 
crops, which flourished in the warm, 
southern climate.

**
Picking Perfect Peaches

*Peaches should be picked at their 
prime of  ripeness as the fruit does not 
always ripen well after its been plucked 
off  the tree. Choose your peaches care-
fully, as a fruit picked prematurely 
could spoil before it ripens. A peach 
that is ripe to be picked has a yellowish 
color, which extends to the stem area. 
Avoid peaches that show a greenish 
tinge, as they may have been picked too 
early to contain the desired sweetness. 
And ignore the peach’s red blush, as it 
does not promise superior taste, simply 
an abundance of  sun exposure.

*Not sure which peach to pick? If  all 
are ready to harvest, choose the larger 
fruits as they have been on the tree lon-
ger, upping the odds of  a sweeter pick. 

To properly pick a peach, carefully twist 
the stem off  the tree. Experts advise 
handling freshly picked peaches as if  
they were eggs to avoid bruising. A soft 
tree-picked peach should be eaten with-
in two days of  picking.

*To ripen peaches at home, spread 
them on a flat surface and do not allow 
them to touch. Bruising can be fatal to a 
peach, so keep handling to a minimum. 
Or place peaches in a brown paper bag 
to escalate ripening. Do not pile peach-
es in the bag, rather spread them out 
so they do not touch. Ripened peaches 
will keep their flavor for up to five days 
in the vegetable crisper drawer of  the 
refrigerator.

Health Benefits of  Peaches: Peaches 
are low in calories and are high in 
beta-carotene, vitamin C, calcium, 
boron, magnesium, phosphorus, potas-
sium and flavonoids. In fact, one aver-
age peach is typically under 50 calories 
and provides almost three quarters of  
the daily vitamin C requirement!

**
Peaches are also an antioxidant, 

diuretic, expectorant, and a laxative. 
Studies show the potassium in peaches, 
coupled with the fiber of  the fruit, can 
help lower blood pressure.

**
Peachy Salsa
This Salsa balances sweet and hot, for 

a versatile topping that’s sure to be a 
crowd pleaser.

Ingredients: one pound peaches, 
(about three medium); one tablespoon 
lemon juice; two ripe tomatoes; six 
large green onions; one tablespoon 
canned jalapeno peppers, chopped; 12 
tablespoons good quality olive oil; six 
tablespoon sherry vinegar; two table-
spoon honey

Instructions: Dip peaches into boil-
ing water and then peel the skins. Cut 
peaches into thin strips, throw away 
pits.. Toss with lemon juice. Dip toma-
toes into boiling water, then peel and 
seed them. Cut into medium julienne 
strips. Combine peaches and tomatoes. 
Add onions and peppers. Whisk togeth-
er oil, vinegar and honey. Pour over 
other ingredients. Refrigerate.

**
Peach Cobbler
Just like grandma used to make!

Ingredients: eight cups fresh peaches, 

sliced and peeled; two cups sugar; one 
quarter cup flour; half  teaspoon ground 
cinnamon; quarter teaspoon ground 
nutmeg; one third cup butter, melted. 
Pastry for double-crust pie.

Instructions: Preheat oven to 475°F. 
Combine the peaches, sugar, flour, cin-
namon and nutmeg in a Dutch oven. 
Allow to set until sugar is dissolved 
and a syrup forms. Over medium heat, 
bring the peach mixture to a boil, then 
reduce heat to low and cook until ten-
der, about 10 minutes. Remove from 
heat and stir in melted butter. Set 
aside and keep warm. Roll out half  
the pastry as for a pie, but cut it into 
an 8-inch square. Spoon half  the peach 
mixture into a lightly buttered 8-inch 
square Pyrex dish. Cover with the pas-
try square. Bake for 12 to 14 minutes, 
or until lightly browned. Remove from 
oven and spoon remaining peach mix-
ture over the baked pastry. Roll out the 
remaining pastry, and cut into strips 
about an inch wide. Arrange strips in a 
loose lattice weave over the peach mix-
ture. Sprinkle lightly with granulated 
sugar, if  desired. Bake an additional 15 
to 20 minutes or until browned.

**

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House – Contest has resumed!

Your tips can win you a great three 
course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters? If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers? Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email KDRR@aol.com. Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for 
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

If  you’ve had an IRA 
and a 401(k) for many 
years, you may occasion-
ally ask yourself  some 
questions: “Am I contrib-
uting enough?” “Am I still 
funding these accounts 
with the right mix of  
investments for my goals 
and risk tolerance?” But 
here’s one inquiry you 
might be overlooking: 
“Have I used the correct 
beneficiary designa-
tions?” And the answer 
you get is important.

It wouldn’t be surpris-
ing if  you haven’t thought 
much about the benefi-
ciary designation – after 
all, it was just something 
you once signed, possibly 
a long time ago. Is it real-
ly that big a deal?

It could be. For one 
thing, what if  your fam-
ily circumstances have 
changed since you named 
a beneficiary? If  you’ve 
remarried, you may not 
want your former spouse 

to receive your IRA 
and 401(k) assets or 
the proceeds of  your 
life insurance policy, 
for which you also 
named a beneficiary.

However, upon 
remarrying, many 
people do review 
their estate plans, 
including their wills, 
living trusts, durable 
powers of  attorney and 
health care directives. 
If  you’ve revised these 
documents, do you have 
to worry about the old 
beneficiary designations? 
You might be surprised 
to learn that these pre-
vious designations can 
supersede what’s in your 
updated will and other 
documents. The end 
result could be an “acci-
dental” inheritance in 
which your retirement 
accounts and insurance 
proceeds could end up 
going to someone who is 
no longer in your life.

Furthermore, your 
retirement plans and 
insurance policy may 
not just require a single 
beneficiary – you may 
also be asked to name a 
contingent beneficiary, to 
whom assets will pass if  
the primary beneficiary 
has already died. As you 
can imagine, the situa-
tion could become quite 
muddled if  stepchildren 
are involved in a remar-
riage.

To avoid these poten-
tial problems, make sure 
to review the beneficia-
ry designations on all of  
your accounts at some 

point – and espe-
cially after a signifi-
cant change in your 
family situation. If  
you see something 
that is outdated or 
incorrect, contact 
your retirement 
account administra-
tor – or your insur-
ance representative, 
in the case of  life 

insurance – to request 
a change-of-beneficiary 
form.

And if  you really want 
to be on the safe side, you 
may want to enlist a legal 
professional to help you 
with this review to make 
sure the beneficiary des-
ignations reflect your 
current family situation 
and are consistent with 
what’s in your estate 
plans.

In fact, if  you’re 
already working with an 
experienced estate plan-
ning attorney – and you 
should – you might also 

pick up some other sug-
gestions for dealing with 
beneficiaries. Just to 
name one, it’s generally 
not a good idea to name 
minor children as benefi-
ciaries. Because children 
can’t control the assets 
until they become adults, 
a court would likely have 
to name a guardian – one 
that you might not have 
wanted. Instead, you 
could either name your 
own custodian to manage 
the assets designated to 
the minor or establish a 
trust for the benefit of  
the minor, which can dis-
tribute the money in sev-
eral disbursements over 
a period of  years – which 
is often a good move, 
since young adults aren’t 
always the best at manag-
ing large lump sums.

If  you’re like many 
people, you have a strong 
desire to leave something 
behind. But you’ll want 
to do it in the right way. 
So, pay close attention to 

your beneficiary designa-
tions – when you first cre-
ate them and throughout 
your life.

This article was writ-
ten by Edward Jones 
for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact 
Dennis Antonopoulos, 
your local Edward Jones 
Advisor at 5 Albert St., 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 
508-832-5385 or dennis.
antonopoulos@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones 
Member SIPC

Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward 
Jones, and their employ-
ees and financial advi-
sors, are not estate plan-
ners and cannot provide 
tax or legal advice. You 
should consult your 
estate-planning attorney 
or qualified tax advisor 
regarding your situation.

Tuna fishing was red hot last week, 
with numerous reports of  successful 
anglers landing some giants. This past 
weekend Matt Fontaine of  Uxbridge 
landed a 500-pound tuna aboard the Fire 
Escape Charters with Captain Mark 
Pettit. This week’s picture shows Matt 
Fontaine with the huge tuna that was 
landed, with a team effort of  the three 
anglers on board. Nice fish!

False Albacore should be arriving 
soon on coastal waters. Catching one of  
these fish on light spinning rods on fly’s 
is exciting and are targeted by many 
anglers. One of  my favorite spots is the 
outer West Wall in Point Judith, R.I.  
Mel True of  Fish Net Charters has had 
his clients catching 30 to 40 lb. stripers 
on almost every trip. They were using 
eels. Unfortunately, most fish had to be 
released because of  the slot size.

Seabass are still being caught in 
Rhode Island, but the limit still remains 
at three fish daily. Anglers are still 

picking through a lot 
of  short fluke in Rhode 
Island, and some anglers 
do manage to keep a cou-
ple 19 inch-plus fluke 
during a full day on the 
water. Many released 
fluke do not survive 
after being released, but 
no one seems to be con-
cerned.

Feeding songbirds is not recommend-
ed at this time, as most residents have 
heard about the rare disease that is 
killing them in the Mid-Atlantic states. 
Some birds have also been found dead 
in Mass. but may or may not be linked 
to the Mid-Atlantic states. This past 
week, some ducks near or in Boston, 
are also dying from an unknown 
source. Numerous fish kills were report-
ed along some of  the saltwater beaches, 
from some mysterious infection.  

Bear and bobcat sightings are on 

the rise locally! Reports 
from various residents 
of  the valley, are increas-
ing weekly on these two 
newest resident ani-
mals. They do not pose 
a danger to residents, 
but small dogs and cats 
should not be allowed to 
roam freely. Coyotes & 
Fisher cats also pose a 

threat to unattended dog and cats, and 
their species are also growing locally. 
Deer and turkey sightings are report-
ed daily with a good number of  them 
surviving the wet spring and summer 
months. Wildlife in the valley continues 
to grow annually, which is good news 
for sportsmen.

During the pandemic, many people 
were forced to work from home. Many 
families purchased a pet for themselves, 
or their family members, and many 
have become attached to their new fam-

ily members, realizing the joy and com-
pany that a pet brings to them. A recent 
letter from my Veterinarian for their 
old and new pet owners to be patient 
with their services, due to the sharp 
rise in veterinarian’s business.   

You can now go online to find out 
the status of  your doe permit from the 
Mass. Fish & Wildlife Web site. Log on 
to the Massfishhunt site, and you will 
be able to check your permit status. If  
you did win an antlerless deer permit 
you will need to pay a $5 fee using your 
credit card or debit car. The extra per-
mits in Zones 9-10-11-13-and 14 that are 
not purchased in numerous zones, will 
go on sale on in late September. Next 
year, if  passed, all permits and stamps 
will slowly increase annually to $6 in 
2022 to $30 IN 2026.   

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!
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coming but He will give us the strength 
to overcome any storm!  For He knows 
that in facing storms, we grow stronger 
by learning to rely on Him!

Think about where one can find the 
strongest trees. Often these will be found 
at the top of  a mountain. Why? Because 
it is precisely there that the storms hit 
hardest and that’s where the trees resist 
the powerful winds by developing deep 
roots. May we learn to use the storms of  
life to help us become stronger by rely-
ing more on Christ and thus, growing in 
our faith!

One final aspect about the storms of  
life is that along with strengthening us, 
such storms also come to test us. When 
a ship is out at sea, and a terrible storm 
comes with waves pounding the ship and 
winds howling about, one may wonder 
if  the ship will hold together?  It is a 
terrific struggle. But really, the battle 
was fought long before, in the forest 
where the timber grew, in the shipyards 
when the nails were pounded in and the 
planks laid. Others fought the battle by 
the care they gave throughout the years 
by guarding the ship against dry rot and 
broken ribs.  The storm in the middle of  
the sea is simply the test; the battle was 
either won or lost long before in the pro-
cess of  building and caring for the ship.

It is the same with us. We must build 
our ship of  life carefully and prepare 
it for the days of  the storm which will 
surely come. If  we prepare ahead of  
time, when the storm unexpectedly 
arrives, we will be prepared and secure 
in our ship, for the battle would have 
been fought long before the storm actu-
ally comes!

Remember to always keep one’s eyes 
on Christ in the midst of  storms, instead 
of  looking at the wind and the waves. 
Also remember that storms will inevi-
tably come. Do not be surprised by them 
nor be unprepared for them. We know 
they will come so stand vigilant and 
ready! 

“Take heart; it is I; do not be afraid.”  

PEWS
continued from page A8
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There’s been plenty of  noteworthy 
antiques, collectibles, and auction news 
since I last covered the latest news well 
over a month ago. 

Last month, I discussed how prices for 
some collectibles have exploded recent-
ly. The recent sale of  a 1996 Super Mario 
64 game further highlights this trend. 
Smithsonian Magazine reports that 
“Nintendo released ‘Super Mario 64’ as 
one of  the first games for its Nintendo 
64 console in 1996.” The games original-
ly sold for about $60 and Nintendo sold 
around 12 million copies. According 
to Smithsonian Magazine, the “‘Super 
Mario 64’ was the first Mario game 
to feature three-dimensional environ-
ments.” The recently sold unopened 
game graded a near perfect 9.8 out of  
10.  It set a video game auction record of  
$1.56 million, surpassing the previous 

record for a “Legend of  Zelda” 
cartridge that sold for $870,000 
two days prior.

The most prized card in 
sports collectibles is being 
auctioned again. T206 Honus 
Wagner cards were produced 
between 1909 and 1911 by 
American Tobacco Company. 
Forbes reports that the card 
“is in extremely limited sup-
ply and has been setting price 
records for more than 80 years, 
most recently in 2016 at $3.12 
million.” Only 60 copies of  
the Honus Wagner card are 
known to exist. Some believe 
Wagner didn’t want his name associ-
ated with tobacco out of  concern that 
children would start smoking ciga-
rettes. Others say he simply couldn’t 
agree on his compensation with the 
American Tobacco Company. The pre-
vious auction record was for a 1952 
Mickey Mantle card which sold for $5.2 
million this past January. The bidding 
for the Wagner card had reached $4.8 
million as of  Sunday, August 8th. When 
the bidding ends on August 15th, there 
could very well be a new sports card 
auction record. 

Closer to home, a 1919 Picasso, Le 
Tricorne, painting that was recently 
discovered in a New England clos-

et just sold at auction in 
Massachusetts. According to 
MassLive, “Le Tricorne is a 
framed mixed media work of  
art on paper that measures 16 
by 16 inches.” Picasso designed 
the maquette (preliminary 
sketch) while working on his 
larger work of  the same name 
at the New York Historical 
Society. The unidentified paint-
ing owner said the painting 
belonged to their great aunt. 
They said that their great aunt 
studied in England and their 
grandmother studied in France 
in the 1920s. Their uncle owned 
mills in Maine. The owner said, 

“they were some of  the first women 
to fly to Asia on a trip to buy silk with 
their uncle,” according to MassLive. 
The Picasso and several other paintings 
had been stored in a closet for over 50 
years. The painting sold for $150,000.  
Be sure not to brush things over when 
cleaning out your closets.

Bidding is underway for our online 
sports memorabilia auction featuring a 
Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig signed base-
ball, Mickey Mantle rookie card, and 
Tom Brady autographed rookie card. 
We are currently cataloging a Webster 
estate auction with Corvettes, vintage 
boat motors, boats and many other 
items. We will also soon be finishing 

the cataloging of  another online model 
railroad and die-cast car auction. Our 
virtual appraisal day for the Townsend 
Historical Society will be on November 
13th. Registration is underway for 
my November 10th “Evaluating your 
Antiques” class at Bay Path Evening 
School in Charlton. Please visit our 
website for more details on upcoming 
events: https://centralmassauctions.
com

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com 

10  • THE WEBSTER TIMES  • www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, August 13, 2021

OBITUARIES

Redondo Beach, 
CA./Dudley, MA. - 
Christine Ann Pieper, 
55, passed away 
June 21, 2021 at the 
Ronald Reagan UCLA 
Medical Center in Los 
Angeles.

She leaves behind 
her mother, Beverly 

A. (Pikul) Pieper of  Dudley, sister; 
Donna M. Lefebrve and her husband 
Jim of  Webster, and Keren B. Johnson 
of  Dudley, and a brother Kevin T. 
Pieper of  Woodstock, Ct., her grand-
mother Jeannette E. Pikul of  Dudley, 
a long -time friend Mabel Romano, and 
several nieces and nephews.

She was born in Webster, June 23, 
1965 a daughter of  the late Donald J. 
Pieper.

She graduated from Shepherd Hill 
Regional High School and moved to 
California at age 20, Being a Free Spirit.

Chrissy was very active with animal 

rescues and shelters. She worked as 
a supervisor for Delta Airlines with 
the Sky Club of  which her co-workers 
admired her work ethic and her integ-
rity.

She was an organ donor so that peo-
ple could have a better life because 
of  organ donations, something that 
Christine believed in.

There will be a Celebration of  Life on 
Friday, August 20, 2021 from 6-8 pm 
in the ROBERT J.MILLER FUNERAL 
HOME and LAKE CHAPEL, 366 School 
St., Webster.

Following the service, Chrissy will 
be going home with her Mom.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to: Bay Pet Adoption 
Center, 12910 Yukon Ave., Hawthorne, 
CA. 90250 or to: Los Angeles Animal 
S.P.C.A.

5026 West Jefferson Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA. 90016.

To leave an on line condolence, please 
visit: RJMillerfunerals.net

Christine Ann Pieper, 55
DUDLEY – Kenneth 

L. “Big Man” Gatzke, 
Sr., 57, died Thursday, 
August 5, 2021 at 
home after being 
stricken ill.

He leaves his wife 
of  30 years, Christine 
M. (Lavallee) Gatzke; 
2 sons, Kenneth L. 

Gatzke, Jr. and his wife Alexandra of  
Charlton and George S. Makara III of  
Spencer; 2 daughters, Tara M. Makara 
of  Charlton and Samantha M. Collazo 
and her husband Xavier of  North 
Grosvenordale, CT; 3 grandchildren; 
his mother, Valarie G. “Vale” Gatzke of  
Charlton; 3 sisters, Maureen Tomaski 
and her husband Joseph of  Texas, 
Kimberly Tardiff  and her husband 
Randy of  Meriden, CT, and Kristine 
Kirkbride of  Herman, ME; nephews, 
nieces and cousins.

He was born in Southbridge on 
November 22, 1963 and lived in Dudley 
all his life. He graduated from Oxford 
High School in 1981.

Mr. Gatzke was a farmer at the fam-
ily farm all his working life. He was 
known in the araea for producing the 
very best hay for horses. A man of  
many talents, he was mechanically 
inclined and enjoyed working on his 
Ford trucks and tractors.

He was a caring and lovable person 
who will be missed by many. His love 
was the land.

A celebration of  his life will be held 
on Friday, August 20, from 5:00 to 8:00 
PM at the American Legion Hall, 9 
Houghton St., Webster. Arrangements 
are under the direction of  Sitkowski, 
Malboeuf  & Hickey Funeral Home, 340 
School Street, Webster.

www.websterfunerals.com

Kenneth L. Gatzke, 57

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Town of Webster is soliciting bids 
for the construction of sidewalks on 
East Main Street from Paradis Lane to 
Park Ave a distance of approximately 
950 feet. Plans, specifications and oth-
er contract documents can be obtained 
starting 8/11/21 online at www.theengi-
neeringcorp.com/bids/.
Deadline for questions 8/25/21 at noon. 
General bid deadline 9/1/21 at 2:00 pm. 
Bids to be opened at Town Hall, 350 
Main Street, Webster.
August 6, 2021
August 13, 2021

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

21 SM 000797
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
Phetdalinh Pany a/k/a Phetdalinh 
Boungnaseng
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C.  50 §3901 (et seq)
Sebastian Birritteri, Trustee of Oxford 
Lenders Trust, 
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Oxford, numbered 149 Charlton Street, 
given by Phetdalinh Pany to Sebastian
Birritteri, Trustee of Oxford Lenders 
Trust (u/d/t dated August 15, 2019, 
recorded with the Worcester South 
District Registry of Deeds in Book 
60909, Page 245), which mortgage is 
dated August 20, 2019, and recorded 
in the Worcester South District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 60909, Page 252, as 
affected by a modification to mortgage 
dated January 16, 2020, and recorded 
in Book 61752, Page 226, as affected 
by a second modification to mortgage 
dated October 6, 2020, and recorded in 
Book 63538, Page 104, has filed with 
this court a complaint for determina-
tion of Defendant’s Servicemember’ s 
status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above 
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court 
at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before September 13, 
2021 or you may lose the opportunity to 
challenge the foreclosure on the ground 
of noncompliance with the Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on July 28, 2021.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
August 13, 2021

LEGALS

Antique, collectibles, and auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES,
COLLECTIBLES

& ESTATES

I’ve always wondered 
why people are the 
way they are. Why is 
one person happy, and 
motivated, and why is 
another depressed, and 
unmotivated?

There are many fac-
tors—genetics, upbringing, 
and environment. A specific 
event or a chain of  events 
may have happened to cause 
a person to be a certain way. 

Most of  us probably know 
someone living with addic-
tion. A person with an addic-
tion is unable to abstain from 
their addiction. It’s their 
priority, their obsession, the 
primary part of  their daily 
activity. They find it incredi-
bly difficult to stop.  

Some addictions are less 
severe and are debatable as 
to how harmful they are. 
A Mormon friend I knew 
refused to walk into a coffee 
house with me, “that place 
is a den of  iniquity,” he said! 

Maybe he’s right! I’m 
strung out on coffee all day 
long! 

I remember being 
surprised to learn that 
gambling is an addic-
tion. I didn’t under-
stand why. I thought 
substances like alcohol, 
nicotine, drugs, or caf-
feine cause addictions. 

It turns out that chronic 
gamblers are addicted to the 
rush they feel when they roll 
the dice. What causes that 
rush? The simple answer is 
their brain. 

They’ve programmed 
themselves to become addict-
ed to a neurochemical cock-
tail that causes them to feel 
the gamblers rush. 

What is a feeling? A feeling 
is produced by a neurochem-
ical or a blend of  neurochem-
icals called peptides. 

What causes the peptides 
to be produced by the brain? 
Generally speaking, it’s the 
thoughts you think. Every 
thought produces a peptide 
or a blend of  peptides which 
cause you to have feelings.

Feelings are the byproduct 
of  a chemical reaction that 
starts with a single thought. 

In the book “Evolve your 
Brain,” Joe Dispenza says, 
“Conscious thoughts, repeat-
ed often enough, become 
unconscious thinking.”

Most people meditate on 
the same thought patterns for 
so long they program their 
brain to produce a blend of  
peptides unconsciously with-
out even thinking about it, 
these peptides cause them to 
feel a certain way.

Even when a pattern of  
thinking causes a person 
pain, it’s difficult for them 
to change; oftentimes it’s 
because they are addicted 
to their emotions. This is a 
major reason most people 
find changing their thought 
patterns impossibly difficult. 

I spent many years taking 
acting classes. The method 
of  acting I studied taught 
me that I should never act, 
instead I should authentical-
ly feel what my character is 

supposed to feel. Rather than 
pretend to cry, I was taught to 
find a way to truly cry. It’s not 
easy for me to cry during a 
performance, but I’ve done it 
a few times on stage, and for 
the camera. The way I do it 
is by thinking thoughts that 
make me cry; sad thoughts, 
depressing thoughts. 

Good actors are living 
proof  that changing your 
thoughts will change your 
feelings.

A good question to ask 
yourself  is, “Where have my 
thoughts led me?” Thoughts 
are like the steering wheel of  
a car, they are steering your 
destiny. Have your thoughts 
led you to feel emotions that 
keep you from the life you 
really want? 

We’ve been taught from an 
early age that drug and alco-
hol addictions will ruin your 
life; is it possible to be addict-
ed to negative emotions?

It is possible to change; at 
any age. 

Sometimes it helps to think 
about what you have rather 
than what you don’t have. 
The glass half  full approach! 

Instead of  allowing your 
thoughts to make you feel 
bad, you can use your 
thoughts to make you feel 
good.  

Joe Dispenza says “The 
process of  change requires 
unlearning. It requires 
breaking the habit of  the old 
self  and reinventing a new 
self.”

When you change the way 
you think, you become a new 
person. Jesus called this pro-
cess “Repentance.”

If  you want to change the 
way you feel, an excellent 
place to start is by changing 
the thoughts that you think.

Why are you the way you are?

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

Takes years to build, seconds to break 
and forever to repair
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

 ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER
Coming Soon!

WEBSTER: 4 Units, 2 
Bedrooms each unit, 2 car 

garage, Fully rented
13 Hartley St ~ $459,900

4 Unit Building 
2 Car Garage

2 bedrooms each unit
Sided

Town Services

DUDLEY: Foundation & 
permits for water & sewer, 50’ 

Ranch, Walk out basement, 2 car 
garage, Built your own Ranch

44 Alton Dr ~ $149,900

6 units fully rented, Sided, 50 year roof
Electric, Heating & Plumbing updated, 
1 bedroom each unit, Separate Barn/ 

Garage rented

227 School St ~ $599,900

WEBSTER
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 504 Treasure Island! 6 Room 
Townhouse Overlooking the Pool! 1,874 Sq Ft! Stainless 
Steel Applianced Granite Kitchen! Open Floor Plan! Dining 
Room - Full Mirrored Wall - Sliders to the Trex Deck! 2 
Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 Baths! Fireplaced Family Room! 
Garage! Central Air! Gas Heat! CVac! 2 BOAT SLIPS! Sandy 
Beach! Complex Recent Siding & Roof! $400,000.00 

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 305 Beacon Park! Lake View 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse - 10 
Acres Park Like Grounds w/Panoramic Lake Views! Yr Round Living or as 2nd 
Home - Summers on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Move-in Condition! Applianced 
Kit! Din Rm w/Slider to the Composite Deck! Frplc Liv Rm w/Wall to Wall Carpeting 
& French Dr to the Deck! Updated Half Bath! Spacious Master w/Wall of Closets & 
Full Bath w/Recent Sky Light! 2nd Bedroom w/Wall to Wall Carpeting & Full Bath just 
outside its Door! 2 Bdrms & 2.5 Updated Baths! Garage w/Opener! Lakeside Heated 
Pool & One of the Best Sandy Beaches on the Lake! Canoe Rack! Rented Boat 
Dock through 2022, Longer Possible! Great Fireworks Viewing! $335,000.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $509,900.00

SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres 
of Privacy! Long Circular Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, 
Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood Floors! Year 
Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/
Master Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 
Skylights! Expandable Attic! Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! 
Central Air! Super Easy Access to Rte 146! $549,900.00

STURBRIDGE! Big Alum Lake! 243 Big Alum Rd! 6.58 Acres of Privacy! Sub-Dividable! 
West Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! 3,313’ 10+ Rm Cape w/3 - 4 Bdrms & 4 Baths! Features 
Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar & Tile Flr! Frplcd Din Area! Din Rm w/3 Walls 
of Glass & French Dr to the Deck! Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm w/Hearth & Wood 
Stove & Wall of Picture Windows! Spacious Liv Rm w/Pine Flr! Office! Full Bath w/
Laundry Closet! 1st Flr Master w/Slider to the Inground Pool, Walk-in Closet, Marble 
Bathrm w/Separate Tub & Shower & Dble Vanities! 2nd Flr w/2 Spacious Bdrms, Lots 
of Closet Space & Pine Flrs! Full Hall Bath! Lower Level w/Game Rm, Wine/Root 
Cellars! Utility & Storage! 2 Car Attached Garage w/Office/In-Law Suite Above! New 
Driveway Access needs to be Installed! Cosmetic Repairs Needed! $679,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,999,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

REDUCED

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING

ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

OPEN HOUSE 
 SUNDAY AUGUST 15 • NOON -1:30

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD 

WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. FEATURED NEW LISTING – WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET  

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

Beautiful Raised Ranch 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, 2 Fireplac-
es, one has a Pellet insert. 2 car garage! $354,900.

SHREWSBURY • 15 ABBEY LN UNIT 15 

Detached Condo Brand Spankin New - 2 Bedroom, 2 
Bath, all Hardwood Flrs, Granite C-tops Throughout. 
Crown Moldings Raised panels, Chair rails PictureFrame 
Mouldings. Central air/Vac. High end Appliances Packed! 
 assisted sale  $480,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

FEATURED ISLAND LISTING!  WEBSTER LAKE - 22 LONG ISLAND    

Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 
 $389,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

EXTRAORDINARY FIND! Beautiful 2 Family! Owner occupied with pride and it 
shows. IDEAL property for YOU! 3,012 SF+/- 12 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 2 Updated 
Full Baths. 2 Modern BEAUTIFUL Kitchens w/UPSCALE Cabinets, 2nd Flr has 
GRANITE Countertops! High Ceilings & HARDWOOD Floors! Grand Front Entry! 
LARGE WELL MANICURED 13,525 SF LOT. 3 CAR DETACHED GARAGE! Munic-
ipal Water & Sewer, 2 Oil Heating Systems, Radiators. 1st flr Hot water by Natural 
Gas $439,900.

NEW LISTING!

A RARE FIND! A TRULY ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP NOTCH~HIGH QUAL-
ITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, CLEAN, UPDATED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 
SF+- & 3 BRs on the 2nd Flr.  Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- & 2 BRs on the 
1st floor. 1st Flr. HWBB By Oil, 2nd Flr apt. HWBB by natural gas. 
Spacious Rooms, High Ceilings, hardwood flrs! granite tops. Enjoy 
the L-Shaped Covered Farmers Porch! Level Lot!  $399,900.

ON DEPOSIT

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RDPUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. Included 
seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 Acres that 
have been Professionally Landscaped and are surrounded by Con-
servation Meadows and Woodlands. 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bedroom, Full Bath & Ren-
ovated Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location!  $455,000.

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appliances.
central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished living 
area., and so much more!  $319,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach!  $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! A WEBSTER LAKE waterfront prop-
erty on Killdeer Circle, you won’t want to miss! Offers a prime 
waterfront location! 64’ of water frontage and a gently sloping 
landscape to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed shore-
line. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! Nicely arranged floor 
plan. 5 rooms 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lowerlevel to 
nice size patio! Garage. $650,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 

SORRY SOLD! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.

$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Our Families  
working hard for 

your Family’s Real 
Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 
508-826-8553

angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber  
508-887-5136

janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries
(The DeVries Team)

508-320-1018
randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$161,229,180.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON WATERFRONT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669
 774-230-5044 

Be quick! Beautiful sunsets on Glen Echo,  
Cathedral ceiling living room  ~ $329,900

NEW
PRICE!

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Our Families working hard  
for your Family’s Real Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road, Whitinsville, MA 01588   www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 508-826-8553 
angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber 508-887-5136 
janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries 
(The DeVries Team) 508-320-1018

randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

23 Bayliss Way – Unit Lot 4
Uxbridge, MA 01569 

To be built. Searching for the home 
of your dreams? We have it right 
here in beautiful Uxbridge. Locat-

ed on a small cul-de-sac, you will have the feel of luxury living in 
the country with the benefits of being close to town and commut-
er routes. The Plymouth plan is a spacious approximately 2900 
square foot colonial with 3 generously sized bedrooms, plus a 
beautiful Master Suite. The large kitchen and living areas provide 
plenty of room for everyone. The home includes Propane Heat, 
Central Air, and Granite Countertops. 

15 Bayliss Way – Unit Lot 2
Uxbridge, MA 01569

Welcome to Trowbridge Meadow 
here in beautiful Uxbridge. Locat-
ed on a small cul-de-sac, you will 

have the feel of luxury living in the country with the benefits of 
being close to town and commuter routes. The Plymouth plan is 
a spacious Federal style Colonial with approximately 2900 square 
feet of living space. 3 generously sized bedrooms, plus a beautiful 
Master Suite. The large eat-in kitchen is open to an expansive 
family room with a vaulted ceiling. The home includes Propane 
Heat, Central Air, and Granite Counter tops. 

Contact us today for all the details  
and get started on your new home today!

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

REGION — In March 
of  2020, the towns of  
Millbury and Dudley 
partnered to seek com-
petitive Community 
Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) funding 
to benefit local residents 
and infrastructure. A 
year later, after months of  
pandemic-related delays 
at the state level, the 
towns learned their appli-
cation for $664,500 had 
been approved. Grant-
funded activities are now 
getting underway. The 
grant’s three activities 
are being managed on the 
towns’ behalf  by Central 
Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission 
(CMRPC).

In Millbury, an archi-
tectural design project 
will address insulation 
and interior roof  con-
ditions at the Senior 
Center. An engineering 
design project will iden-
tify and specify solutions 

to aging infrastructure in 
Millbury’s Pearl Street 
and Maple Street neigh-
borhood, including the 
water and sewer lines, 
stormwater drainage, 
and roads and sidewalks. 
A portion of  the latter 
project will include infra-
structure fixes on the 
grounds of  the Millbury 
Housing Authority’s 
Linden Apartments. 
Construction of  both 
design projects is depen-
dent on future grants or 
other funding.

The largest item in 
the grant is a shared 
housing rehabilitation 
program open to home-
owners in both Dudley 
and Millbury. Eligible 
activities under the pro-
gram focus on code-re-
lated repairs and other 
types of  work needed to 
make homes safe and 
livable. Activities can 
include weatherization, 
access improvements for 

disabled persons, roof  
replacement, heating and 
septic systems, window 
replacement, new paint 
and siding, electrical 
and plumbing upgrades, 
structural repairs, and 
many other types of  
work. 

Residents who meet 
federal income guide-
lines are eligible to par-
ticipate. The current 
limit for a single-person 
household is $55,350 in 
annual income. For a 
four-person household, 
the maximum income is 
$79,050. Financial assis-
tance is in the form of  
a deferred-payment 
loan secured by a lien. 
Repayment of  the loan is 
generally required only 
if  the home is sold during 
the 15-year loan period. 
Assistance through the 
program is capped at 
$35,000 for most units. 
The program, which 
funds repairs by private 

contractors for home-
owners meeting federal 
low-to-moderate income 
guidelines, has revital-
ized homes in several 
nearby towns, includ-
ing Leicester, Spencer, 
Charlton, Webster, and 
the Brookfields. The 
housing program is 
being implemented by 
CMRPC’s partners at the 
Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission.

More than 50 Millbury 
and Dudley homeowners 
who submitted preappli-
cations to the housing 
rehab program prior to 
the towns’ grant appli-
cation have been ranked 
by lottery and are being 
contacted in sequence as 
funds become available. 
But it’s not too late for 
others to request hous-
ing rehab assistance. 
Interested residents can 
submit their preappli-
cations now to secure a 
place in the next lottery 

should funds become 
available under the cur-
rent grant, or if  the towns 
receive additional grants. 
The pre-application form 
and additional program 
information are available 
on both towns’ websites. 

In addition to the cur-
rent grant, both Millbury 
and Dudley are review-
ing options to apply sep-
arately for additional 
CDBG funds in the FY 
2021 grant round, due in 
September. Both commu-
nities expect to hold pub-
lic hearings this month 
to discuss potential proj-
ects including construc-
tion of  the Pearl and 
Maple Street infrastruc-
ture project in Millbury, 
infrastructure design 
and construction in 
Dudley’s Brandon Road/
Jericho area including 
First Avenue, additional 
housing rehab, and possi-
bly more. Dudley’s hear-
ing will be on Aug. 23, 

and Millbury’s on Aug. 
24. Residents are encour-
aged to participate.  

Questions about 
CDBG-funded proj-
ects can be directed to 
Andrew Loew, Project 
Manager at the Central 
Massachusetts Regional 
Planning Commission, 
at (508) 459-3339 or Conor 
McCormack, Millbury’s 
Assistant Planner, at (508) 
865-4754, or Bill Scanlan, 
Dudley’s Town Planner 
at (508) 949-8014. 

The state CDBG pro-
gram is funded by the 
US Department of  
Housing and Urban 
Development through 
the Massachusetts 
Department of  Housing 
and Community 
Development. 

Millbury, Dudley launch housing rehab 
and community development activities

Make the 
move!

Find the homes 
of your 

neighborhood
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FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

ITEMS FOR SALE
Nordic Track GX5 Pro $250.00

Dining Table and Chairs $150.00
Large Wood Cradle $60.00

Single Wood Chairs $25/each
1988-1992

Auto Repair Manual $50.00
1965 Jules Feiffer

Hard Cover Comic Book $50.00
Elvis Presley

Cardboard Silhouette $40.00
Elvis Presley Card Collection $75.00
1923 Printers Specimen Book Catalog 

$100.00
Printers Antique Drawers

$25.00/each
1953-1961 National Archives 

 Peace and Prosperity $100.00
Many Commercial Light Fixtures

Wood Tea Cart $75.00
Coffee Table $75.00

Small Wood Trunk $75.00
Rocking Chair $60.00

Call 508-764-4458

TOWN OF CHARLTON  
LIBRARY DIRECTOR

�e Town of Charlton seeks to �ll a FT 
(40hr) bene�ted position for the Library. 
�e Library Director performs managerial 
duties related to personnel, budget, collec-
tion development, building maintenance, 
library operations and planning and de-
livery of services in conformity with pol-
icies established by the Board of Trustees. 
Master’s Degree in Library Science from an 
ALA accredited school required along with 
3 years of experience as a library director or 
within a supervisory role in a library. Sala-
ry range $70,137.60 - $77,417.60.20 yearly 
depending on quali�cations. To apply for 
the position or to see a full job description 
go to https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/
human-resources. Applications must be 
received by August 19, 2021. �e position 
will remain open until �lled. 

�e Town of Charlton  
is an equal opportunity employer and 

encourages diversity.

�e Town of Brook�eld is seeking  
a full-time Paramedic/Fire�ghter. 

Please submit your questions  
and resume to: 

ambulance@brook�eldma.us 
no later than August 31, 2021.

FULL TIME 
PARAMEDIC/FIREFIGHTER

THANK YOU 
ST. JUDE

FOR 
ANSWERED

PRAYERS
        –  B.C.

Administrative Assistant 
 in the Treasurer/Collector Department 

Town of Charlton

�e full-time Administrative Assistant performs clerical and 
administrative duties in assisting the department in the daily 
operations.  Associates degree in business, �nance, or related 

�eld; a minimum of �ve years’ experience in a municipal  
position; or any equivalent combination of education and 
experience. Please see job description for complete list of  

quali�cations and responsibilities. 
Hourly rate: $20.94 - $23.11 depending on quali�cations. 

Please apply online at 
 https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Resources 

 no later than August 18, 2021
�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and 

encourages diversity.

WE’RE HIRING!
Looking for part-time:

 • Accountant
 • Bookkeeper
 • Tax Preparer

All work is on site ONLY  
in Southbridge. 
20-25 hrs/week

Salary commensurate with experience

Resume to: 
Doris L. Towns, CPA, PC 

39 Elm St, #212, 
Southbridge, MA 01550

NOW HIRING
Full or Part time position 

 for experienced  
Pizza Maker/Line Cook

Apply in person at 
45 Palmer Rd., Brim�eld MA

or by calling 
413-245-6691

E N G I N E E R I N G
Quality Engineer II. Perform quality 
engineering activities to facilitate 

continuous improvement processes for 
manufacturing & quality assurance of 

endoscopic medical devices. 
Reqs MS+2 yrs. Job Site: Charlton, MA. 

Mail resume to: KARL STORZ, 
Attn: K.Ulrich Miles (ref: QE2), Carpenter 

Hill Rd, Charlton, MA 01507

Oxford
Mobile Home  

FOR RENT
$700/month

One bedroom
Close to all major roots

Private lot
No pets no smoking
Utilities not included

774-402-0894

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS

TOWN OF SPENCER ~ COUNCIL ON AGING OUTREACH WORKER
The Town of Spencer, Council on Aging (COA) is seeking a part-time Outreach Worker for up to 19 hours per 
week. This position reports to the Council on Aging Director. Candidates must be aware of federal, state, and local 
services for senior citizens and be willing to perform home visits to our senior residents, and all other work related 

to the Office of the COA. Associates degree or equivalent experience with 1-3 years 
working with older adults; candidate must be flexible; dependable transportation is 
essential. CPR and first aid certification is a plus. 

Please submit cover letter, resume and town employment application 
form, available at www.spencerma.gov to Town of Spencer, Town 

Administrator, 157 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562. EEO Employer.

Multi-Family
 Yard Sale

Saturday
 August 14th 8am-1pm

21 Whitetail Circle

Southbridge

• •• • •• •• ••• • •• • ••
Housewares, furniture, 

electronics, clothing, books, 

teacher items, adult bike, home 

décor and so much more!

AUGUST 14 &15
8am-2pm

1 MARK AVENUE 
WEBSTER

Many treasures like new!

MULTI FAMILY 
YARD SALE

Hiring?
Reach 
More
Local 
Applicants
Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (508) 909-4105

Help Wanted

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com



Add a bit of  
cool flavor to 
your beverages, 
meals and des-
serts this sum-
mer with home-
grown mint.  
Try using pep-
permint leaves 
in fruit cock-
tails and ice 
cream.  Add spearmint to your tea 
or use the leaves to season lamb 
and jelly. Or try chocolate mint for 
a unique, sweet and refreshing fla-
vor in desserts and drinks.

Mint is easy to grow and suit-
ed to container gardens.  In fact, 
growing it in a pot will help keep 
this vigorous herb contained.  Or 
sink a container of  mint in the 
garden or plant where surround-
ing walks and walls will keep it in 
check.  Keep a watchful eye and 
remove any unwanted plants as 
they appear.

Grow mint in a full sun to par-
tial shade location with moist, 
well-drained soil. Mulch the soil to 
conserve moisture.  Though hardy 
in zones 3 to 11, you will need to 
provide a bit of  winter protection 
when growing mint in containers 
in colder regions.  Either sink the 

container in a vacant 
spot in the garden 
or move the plant-
er into an unheated 
garage.  Water thor-
oughly whenever the 
soil is thawed and 
dry.

Gardeners lack-
ing outdoor growing 
space or in areas 

with cold winters can also grow 
this herb indoors. Grow mint in a 
quality well-drained potting mix.  
Place in a sunny window or under 
artificial lights and keep the soil 
evenly moist.

Harvest the mint leaves as need-
ed.  Cut leafy stems off  the plant 
just above a healthy leaf  or bud 
so the wound closes faster and the 
remaining plant will look better.  
Rinse off  the clippings and remove 
tough stems and bad leaves before 
adding mint to your favorite bever-
age or dish.

You’ll enjoy the most intense 
flavor when harvesting mint just 
before the plants begin to flower. 
This is the best time to make larg-
er harvests for drying and freez-
ing. Fortunately, you can remove 
up to 75% of  foliage from an estab-
lished plant. Watch for fresh, new 
growth and continue to harvest as 
needed.

Store any extra mint cuttings 
in a vase of  water, loosely cover 
with a plastic bag and place in the 
refrigerator.

Consider including mint in your 
patio, balcony or deck plantings.  
Keeping it close to the kitchen and 
outdoor living space will make it 
easy for you to harvest and use.  
Plus, your guests will enjoy pluck-
ing a few fresh mint leaves to add to 
their iced tea, mojito, other favor-
ite summer beverage or salad.

Not only does this easy-to-grow 
herb add flavor, but it also aids 
digestion.  Add a garnish of  mint 
to dress up the dessert plate and 
calm a queasy stomach.  And use 
it to increase the manganese, vita-
min C and vitamin A levels in your 
diet.

Make this the year you plant, 
harvest and enjoy some minty 
fresh flavor straight from the gar-
den.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing The Midwest Gardener’s 
Handbook and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the national-
ly-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Her web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Southbridge High, 
Tahanto Regional and 
Tantasqua Regional com-
prised the 12-team sum-
mer league, and aside 
from playing on one 
court instead of  Auburn 
High’s two and the south-
ern location compared to 
Auburn’s centrality, the 
session went off  without 
a hitch.

“It totally was [a suc-
cess] because we had 12 
solid teams that were 
committed. Kids and 
coaches showed up every 

week. We started games 
at 4:30 [p.m.] and it didn’t 
deter anybody. Kids just 
wanted to play,” said 
DelloStritto.

After a nine-game reg-
ular season, all 12 teams 
competed in a single elim-
ination playoff  format. 
Wednesday, July 28 was 
the final day with two 
semifinal contests and 
a championship game. 
Eighth seeded Bartlett 
beat No. 2 David Prouty 
in one semifinal (46-45), 
while No. 5 Grafton edged 
third ranked Shepherd 
Hill in the other semi (51-
49). Then, in the final, the 
hometown Bartlett squad 

edged Grafton by a score 
of  63-53 to win the cham-
pionship.

DelloStritto, who had 
assigned the officials 
for the past four years 
prior to 2020 in the boys’ 
league, also ran a girls’ 
league this summer. That 
league, which finished 
up a week prior, was also 
played at All Saints.

“I felt like I needed to 
reach out to the girls’ 
side,” he said. “I imme-
diately gained interest on 
that side. We got a solid 
number of  eight teams.”

When asked about 
the future of  the sum-
mer basketball league, 

DelloStritto was optimis-
tic.

“I just want to gather 
my thoughts and wrap 
up this year before next 
year. Yes, I plan on doing 
something next year, but 
I don’t know where,” he 
said. “To be honest, I’d 
like to bring it back to 
Auburn. I think a lot of  
schools would like it back 
here because it’s close 
proximity.

“There will definitely 
be basketball, barring 
a major catastrophe, 
because there’s a desire 
to play,” DelloStritto 
added. “I just don’t know 
where, but we do have 

options.”
At the end of  the day, 

DelloStritto was most 
pleased with the fact that 
a total of  20 high school 
teams were finally able to 
enjoy a summer of  play-
ing basketball.

“It worked out great. 

All these players got to 
play. We had minimal 
issues — we were hav-
ing great feedback — it 
worked out as well as 
could be expected,” he 
said. “We really had some 
competitive games on 
both sides.”
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seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

For ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving the 
Community for 
Over 40 Years

So� Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard  

Ice Cream
Specializing in Fresh 

Fried Seafood

Indoor and Patio Seating Now Available!

BASKETBALL
continued from page A1

of  when “such vacancy or pending vacancy becomes 
known.” That panel, in turn, has 150 days to present 
finalists to the selectmen.

Under state law, most of  the committee’s work will 
be in executive session. The only applicants the public 
will see are the finalists, who must be interviewed 
in open session, although the panel will bring some 
things – such as advertising text – to the selectmen for 
approval.

Becker said he hopes the other boards will make 
their appointments “ASAP,” and Willardson said he 
did tell them.

“The goal there is to get as broad a group of  folks 
who represent the community as possible,” Becker 
noted.

In that vein, the selectmen opted 3-2 against giving a 
seat on the screening panel to one of  their own mem-
bers, although Lisa Kontoes said they might have to 
reconsider that if  not enough people come forward. 
There was some debate over that, with Becker and 
Willardson saying they both felt having a selectman 
do it could help clarify what the board wants in a can-
didate, although Willardson has seen it both ways. By 
contrast, Andrew Jolda said he felt it’d be “redundant” 
since the selectmen do the final interview and have 
selection authority.

Moderator Ted Avlas said he feels the panel needs 
at least one department head or other person in Town 
Hall. He noted the three appointing boards each repre-
sent “a different section of  the community” and their 
appointees will reflect those board’s foci, while his 
should represent “the people at large.”

Willardson suggested having the search panel “come 
up with a different kind of  assessment” that might 
better reflect what the applicants will do beyond just 
interviewing them.

“Some of  the skills of  an interview translate well to 
being a town administrator, but not all of  them,” he 
observed.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com. 

WILLARDSON
continued from page A1

ered approach ... (i.e., vaccination, universal mask 
use, ventilation, testing, quarantining, and cleaning 
and disinfecting).”

One school nurse at the meeting, who didn’t iden-
tify herself, said kids can test out of  quarantine and 
don’t have to quarantine if  they’ve been vaccinated.

“When summer started, we were all dancing and 
thinking no one was going to be wearing masks in 
the fall,” Goguen said. “things shifted rapidly with 
the Delta variant.”

If  students’ families do get infected, she said 
they’ll address it on a case-by-case basis. Last year, 
she often saw packets of  books and materials left on 
school steps for parents to pick up, but they can also 
have the kids take all books and homework home for 
independent work.

The board also voted to amend its mask policy to 
require them indoors but not outdoors and elimi-
nate the social distancing. If  a student repeatedly 
violates it, Goguen said principals “will be in con-
sultation with the parents and the students,” but 
she noted everyone needs to be “sending reminders” 
on how to wear them properly.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.steeves2@gmail.
com. 

COVID
continued from page A1

resilient to the ongo-
ing impacts of  climate 
change,” Theoharides 
said. “As we prepare for 
stronger storms, rising 
seas, and more intense 
precipitation, mainte-

nance and enhancement 
of  our aging water con-
trol structures, as well as 
strategies to increase nat-
ural infrastructure will 
help build more resilient 
cities and towns through-
out the state.”

Dudley’s share of  the 
grant funding will be 
$71,903 to assist with the 

Carpenter Pond Dam 
Removal project while 
Oxford will receive $55,275 
for the McKinstry Pond 
Dam repairs. While these 
towns received money 
specifically earmarked 
for dam design and per-
mitting other communi-
ties also received fund-
ing for inland or coastal 

design and permitting 
projects and dam and 
coastal infrastructure 
construction. In total, 27 
communities through-
out the commonwealth 
were announced as grant 
recipients in one or more 
areas of  the funding pro-
gram.

COVID
continued from page A1

Harvest and enjoy mint
 from the garden

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Melinda Myers

Fresh-from-the-garden mint is easy to grow and adds a cool, fresh flavor to meals, 
beverages and desserts.

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com



 OXFORD/WEBSTER — Zion 
Lutheran Church in Oxford and Church 
of  the Reconciliation in Webster com-
bined efforts to complete their third 
joint mission and outreach endeavor, 
a collection of  back packs and school 
supplies to be distributed by the Oxford 
Ecumenical Food Shelf. 

     When families come to the Food 
Shelf  on Thursday 
evenings to 
receive their gro-
cery boxes, their 
students will be 
happy to pick up 
a sturdy new back-
pack filled with 
items requested 
by their teachers 
to begin class-
es in September. 
Children in ele-
mentary school 
will find their bags 
filled with mark-
ers, glue sticks, 
scissors, crayons, 
dry erase markers, 
pencil crayons and  

pocket folders. Upper school student’s 
bags will be packed with composition 
books, binders, red and the traditional 
black or blue pens, three subject note-
books, pencil sharpeners and highlight-
ers. What a wonderful way to put a 
smile on pupils’ faces as they begin in 
person classes again!

    Pastor Michael Bastian, the leader of  
Zion and Reconciliation since mid-Octo-
ber of  2020, blessed these gifts at both 
sites, leading prayers for safe, healthy 
learning environments that sustain stu-
dents and teachers and encourage intel-
lectual growth.

    The Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf, 
located at 4 Maple Rd. in Oxford, pro-
vides free, emergency grocery assis-
tance to all residents of  Oxford and 
non-residents who are members of  an 
Oxford church and need food. The Food 
Shelf  is operated under the auspices 
of  the Oxford Ecumenical Council of  
Churches and staffed by volunteers. 
Beginning Aug. 12, groceries are avail-
able every Thursday from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
All volunteers and recipients over the 
age of  two must wear masks.

16  • THE WEBSTER TIMES  • www.StonebridgePress.comFriday, August 13, 2021

The menu can be found on the Oxford Public Schools website:
https://www.oxps.org/apps/pages/food_menus

Free Breakfast and Lunch 
during the summer!

Oxford High School
June 21st – August 13th

9:00 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Grab and Go meals will be available for pick-up each 
weekday morning located at the main entrance of  

Oxford High School.

Please call our office at 508-987-6056 if your child has a food allergy.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

The Oxford Public School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, religion, 
national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, homelessness, pregnancy,  

pregnancy-related conditions, or limited English proficiency.

FREE
Grab-N-Go

Meals

Summer is flying 
by, don’t spend it 
in the kitchen... 

Let us 
do the cooking!

Rt. 20, 630 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Yum
!

Courtesy

Pictured, left to right: Pastor Michael Bastian, Susan Pierce, Paula Clark, Laurie Larson and 
kneeling - Kirsten Larson.

Zion and reconciliation 
hold backpack blessing

Area residents named 
to Dean’s List at 

University of New 
BIDDEFORD, Maine — The following students have been 

named to the Dean’s List for the 2021 spring semester at the 
University of  New England. 

Dudley
Jason Nowak
Grace Scanlon

Dean’s List students have attained a grade point average of  
3.3 or better out of  a possible 4.0 at the end of  the semester.

The University of  New England is Maine’s largest private 
university, featuring two distinctive campuses in Maine, a 
vibrant campus in Tangier, Morocco, and an array of  inno-
vative offerings online. Our hands-on, experiential approach 
empowers students to join the next generation of  leaders in 
their chosen fields. We are home to Maine’s only medical and 
dental colleges, a variety of  other interprofessionally aligned 
health care programs, and nationally recognized degree paths 
in the marine sciences, the natural and social sciences, busi-
ness, the humanities, and the arts.

UNE. Innovation for a healthier planet. Visit www.une.edu.




