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FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Devastated by an 
apartment fire just two days before 
Thanksgiving, dozens of  residents sal-
vaged the holiday with help from the 
community.

More than 40 residents of  Sunset 
Gardens—a Leicester Housing 
Authority building—were displaced 
by the Nov. 23 blaze. No injuries were 
reported in the two-alarm fire that 
began around 3:30 a.m., but officials 
said damage to the roof  of  the build-
ing is extensive.

Red Cross officials are working with 
local leaders to ensure that residents 
have temporary housing while the 
building is repaired. Meanwhile, with 
victims scrambling to find alternate 
Thanksgiving plans last week, the 
community rallied together in sup-
port.

The Senior Center opened at 7 a.m. 

on Thanksgiving morning, and staff  
members teamed up with local vol-
unteers to prepare and deliver turkey 
dinners to displaced residents, many 
of  them seniors.

“As Leicester normally does, our 
town stepped up and decided to cook 
a wonderful turkey dinner early 
Thursday morning,” said Senior 
Center Director Rachelle Cloutier. 
“[Former selectman] Harry Brooks, 
his family, and others came forward 
to make sure that all of  those affected 
by this devastating fire would have a 
fresh turkey dinner on Thanksgiving 
Day.”

Officials thank Boy Scout Troop 125 
and their leaders for playing an instru-
mental role in the meal preparation 
and delivery. Members worked hard 
to pack 35 meals consisting of  tur-
key, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, 

Spencer voters 
approve revisions 
to solar bylaw

Special Town Meeting vot-
ers recently tightened the 
solar bylaw by approving mul-
tiple revisions.

With the town’s large-scale 
solar moratorium set to expire 
at the end of  this month, the 
approved revisions will take 
effect pending authorization 
from the Attorney General’s 
office.

After a yearlong review pro-
cess led by the Solar Bylaw 
Advisory Committee, pro-
posed revisions were sent 
to the Planning Board for 
approval before the Select 
Board added them to the 
Town Meeting warrant.

Significant discussion on 
the proposed revisions took 
place during the Nov. 17 
Fall Special Town Meeting. 
Ultimately, the changes 
passed by a wide margin.

“A lot of  people are con-
cerned about the number of  
solar installations in town 
and what will happen when 
it’s time for them to be decom-
missioned,” said Selectman 
Ralph Hicks. “It’s a very 
loosely regulated industry, 
and there needs to be more 
controls in place.”

In a previous interview 
with the New Leader, Town 
Planner Todd Miller praised 
the revisions and their likeli-
hood of  securing final approv-
al.

“We are confident that 
it will make it through the 
Attorney General’s office,” 
Miller said.

The bylaw changes, which 
were also approved by Town 
Counsel, include a require-
ment that all new large-scale 
solar installations be set 
back 300 feet from the road. 
Additional revisions were 
also approved, and the Solar 
Bylaw Advisory Committee is 
likely to meet over the winter 
to discuss further recommen-
dations for tighter restric-
tions.

“I’m optimistic they will 
come back with more strin-
gent recommendations [in 
advance of  the Annual Town 
Meeting in May],” Selectman 
Hicks said.

Added Selectman Jared 
Grigg, “The solar bylaw 
passing was a great first step 
considering the moratori-

Community rallies to 
salvage holiday for displaced residents

Photo Courtesy

Local volunteers and officials recently teamed up to assist Leicester residents displaced by 
an apartment fire. Please Read THANKSGIVING, page A14

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Area residents 
recently teamed up with AA 
Transportation Co., Inc., to 
help brighten the holiday sea-
son for local families.

Held on Nov. 27, AA’s annu-

al Stuff  the Bus campaign 
was once again a major suc-
cess, despite a cold day and 
slippery conditions from a 
minor snow event the previ-
ous night.

Toy collection buses were 
set up by AA drivers in 

Spencer, Leicester, and North 
Brookfield—and residents 
stepped up to show their sup-
port with toy donations.

“Loads of  toys were donat-
ed at each of  our three loca-
tions. We want to thank 

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

Upon completing a 
4-4 regular season and 
a 1-1 non-playoff  sched-
ule, the David Prouty 
Regional varsity foot-
ball team was an even 
5-5 heading into the 
season finale. Having 
lost their traditional 
Thanksgiving Day rival 
in Leicester High — the 
Wolverines have start-
ed a new rivalry with 
Auburn High — the 
Panthers went search-
ing for an opponent. 
Martha’s Vineyard 
Regional stepped in, 
and the Vineyarders 
headed to Spencer for a 

clash on Saturday, Nov. 
20.

“We kind of  treated it 
like a Bowl game,” said 
fifth-year Prouty head 
coach Pat Rossi via tele-
phone on Nov. 22. “We 
got really excited for it. 
The kids really bought 
in.”

With fewer than 25 
players on the roster, 
the Division 8 Panthers 
had to go all out against 
Martha’s Vineyard, an 
Eastern Mass. Division 
5 school.

“We have a small 
team and everyone 
plays a critical role. 
Overall, the team chem-
istry was the best I’ve 

seen it in five years,” 
said Rossi.

Prouty was able to 
persevere through it 
all and produce a 30-24 
victory, ensuring a win-
ning season in the pro-
cess.

“We went through 
so many things that 
were problematic from 
injuries to suspensions 
to COVID scares to I 
almost lost my daugh-
ter to illness. We went 
through the ringer and 
the kids battled tough,” 
Rossi said of  how proud 
he was of  the team. “We 
had a different offensive 
line start nine of  the 11 

David Prouty football beats 
Martha’s Vineyard, finishes 

with winning season

Please Read FOOTBALL, page A20

Please Read SOLAR, page A15

Photo Courtesy

AA Transportation Co., Inc., recently supported local families with its annual Stuff the Bus campaign.

Stuff the Bus event makes the 
season bright for local families

Turn To BUS page     A14
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444 Lower Road (Rt. 32), 
Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6913       hardwickfarmers.net

HARDWICK FARMERS
Co-Operative Exchange, Inc. 

Mon-Fri 8-6 
Sat. 8-5
Sun 9-3

Great Gi�s for the Holidays
Country Toys, 

Warm Clothing & Boots, 
Pet Toys, Garden Gi�s 

& Ornaments, 
Bird Feeders… 

and so much more!

Gift 
Certificates 

for pet & 
bird lovers, 

gardeners, and 
farmers

136 Main Street • Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

EXCITING 

NEWS!
CHEERS 

to a New Location!           

MOVING SALE 
Now thru 
Dec 31st. 

Cormier Jewelers of Spencer 
will be re-locating just up the 

street to 152 Main Street 
in January 2022!

A Family Business Since 1949

ART
GALLERY&

Discounts * Free Raffles * Free Gifts & More!
Stop in soon for best selection.

Like us on Facebook and Instagram for Updates!

SHOP 
LOCAL!

Shop Local

The Clock Barn

308 Lakeside

E.B. Flatts

Bogey Lanes

Salem Cross

The Purple Onion

Then and Now

Rob and Ruth Lyon Antiques

Quaboag Book Shop

Brookfield Orchard

Subway North Brookfield

Post and Boot

North Brookfield Savings Bank

TimberYard Brewing Co.

Common Grounds Ciderworks

Inishowen Farms

Farmer Matt

For more information. Pick up a 

brochure at any member or visit

browsethebrookfields.com

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 17
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

Thibault’s Country Store
Shop Unique & Local for the Holidays

We are a REAL Country Store and Destination!

92 North Spencer Road, Spencer • 774.535.1147
Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-6 • Sun 10-5

thibaultscountrystore.com

Local Maple Syrup • Jams and Honeys
Ornaments • Greeting Cards
Fresh Ground Coffee Beans

Farm Fresh Eggs • Penny Candy
Local Grass Fed Beef & Pork • Unique Gifts 
Artisan Handmade Canvas & Leather Bags

Pottery • Toys • Handmade Jewelry

Come experience an authentic 
Native American Teepee and meet 

George & Walter. Kids love us!

FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES!

Gift 
Certificates

Mens Clothing & Shoes. The BRANDS You Want 
at Unbeatable EVERYDAY PRICES...

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$111111111000000000000000000000 OFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFF
WITH PURCHASE OF $75 OR MORE AND COUPON
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY - EXPIRES 12/24/21

Carhartt, Levis, Haggar, 
Rockport, Carolina, 

Van Heusen, Izod, Dockers, 
Florsheim Shoes & More!

NAT FALK Since 1936
MEN’S CLOTHING STORE

64 Main St., Ware • 413-967-6721
Mon & Tues 10-5:30; Wed 10-6; Thurs & Fri 9-7; 

Sat 9-4; Sun Nov. 28 - Dec. 18 12-5

NatFalkMensClothing.com

BIG & TALLS 
SCOUTING 

DISTRIBUTER

FREE 
Alterations

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp.1/31/22

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Pint Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

Sargent’s Barn
FORD FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1984

Bedrooms • Sofas • Tables • Entertainment • Cabinets 
Chairs • Beds • Sectionals • Dressers... and More! 

Check out our Bargain Basement for one-of-a-kind deals!
508-892-4077 

18 Sargent St., Leicester, MA
1/4 mile from Worcester line, just off Rt. 9 West

Furniture can 
be ordered. 

NEED 
STORAGE?

ADDITIONAL SAVINGS 
ON ALL FLOOR SAMPLES

HOURS: 
FRI & SAT 10-4; SUN 1-4

Available in many colors
Solid Wood –

American Made

  $799 8-12 weeks 
delivery

newenglandrusticshop.com
nerusticshop@gmail.com

facebook.com/newenglandrusticshop

17 East Main Street
 West Brookfield, MA 01585

774-840-0101

Women’s clothing,
 kids items, home décor, 
jewelry, gifts, and more. 

508-885-3995
148 Main St. (Rte. 9) Spencer 

CLOSED: Sun, Mon & Tues  Also: Thanksgiving and Christmas

Call to order • Menu will be posted on 
our Facebook page.

Wed & Thur 11:45- 8:00 – Takeout Only
Fri & Sat 11:45- 9pm - Takeout and Dine-in
Reservations preferred with limited seating. 

All new pricing with updated menu.

Gift Certificates

Est. 1989

NEW 
HOURS

our Facebook page.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Casual 
Waterfront Dining 
on Lake Lashaway

Give The Gift Of 
Delicious Food & Drink

A Dining Gift Card from 308 Lakeside will delight 
anyone on your list! Great for stocking stuffers too! 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333  308 lakeside.com

Gift 
Certificate

Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9. Closed Mon.
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

The Framer’s Gallery
Heritage Mall • 567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 508-832-6111

framersgalleryma.com
Hours: Monday-�ursday 9-6; Fri 9-5 • Saturday by Appointment • Sunday Closed 

We have handmade gi�s from local artists
We have a variety of 

readymade frames, prints, 
pottery and wooden bowls 

from local artists.

Fine Craftsmanship • Experienced Designers • Custom Framing 
Outstanding Print Selection • Photo Restoration

125 MAIN STREET

  SPENCER, MA 01562 
508.885.6861

FINALLYKELLYS.COM

20% OFF 
Any service of $100 or more 

with any of our talented hair stylists 
with mention of this ad thru the month 

of December. Excludes salon retail 
products & gift certificates

KELLY CHISHOLM /PROPRIETOR Est. 1993

& Spa

Gift 
Certificates

Thank you to all of our customers who have 
supported us this past year. Best wishes for a 
Happy Thanksgiving. We are grateful for YOU!

Call for an 
Appointment 

today!

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222

DAILY BOARD 
SPECIALS & 

$6 KIDS MEALS
Salads • Soups 

Appetizers
 Entrées

Fish (on Fridays)

Hours: 
Tues-Fri

5:30am-2:00pm
 Sat & Sun 5:30-noon

Gift Certificates

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from
scratch

BYOB

Farmhousedinerma.com

Wicked Good
BREAKFASTS

Visit from Santa: 10:45am-1:00pm
Bring your camera!

Annual Children’s Shopping Event
Where children purchase gifts & we’ll wrap!

Raffles: Including $500 worth of 
Scratch Tickets • Face Painting

*Special Deals & Extended Hours*
Join Us For Lunch: Homemade French 
Fries, Mac N Cheese, Meatball Subs, 

Popcorn, Baked Goods
759 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524

1st Annual 
HOLIDAY 
BAZAAR 

Sat., Dec. 11 • 9-3

1205 Main St., Rte. 9 Leicester, MA 01524
Across from the Castle Restaurant

Tel.: (508) 892-8441 • (508) 892-8825 
Find our menu at cheoyleefood.com

Chinese Restaurant

Closed Thanksgiving
Open Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

New Years Eve & New Years Day
Please order a day ahead for New Years Eve. 

We will not accept orders 
once we reach the limit.

~ Gift Certificates ~

Find our menu at cheoyleefood.comFind our menu at cheoyleefood.com

We would like to thank all of 
our customers who supported us and 
continue to support us through these 
di�cult times. May you all be safe 

and healthy and have a 
happy holiday season. 
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

764 Main Street 

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

SPENCER EXCHANGE CLUB OF SPENCER

The Spencer Exchange Club is being recognized for 75 

years of community service. November 29 to December 

5 has been proclaimed Spencer Exchange Club Week!

The Spencer Community is very fortunate to have 

such a dedicated group of businesses as their champions 

who make the town a better and more beautiful place 

to live.

Visit www.spencerexchangeclub.org to learn more 

about this incredible organization.

Thank you, Spencer Exchange Club, for all that you do!

If you would like to nominate a 

PERSON OF THE WEEK, please email your suggestion to 

jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

Auburn tops Leicester for Tarentino Cup 
BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

LEICESTER — The inaugu-
ral Tarentino Cup Thanksgiving 
Day football game was one for 
the books.

The clash between Auburn 
and Leicester High, two top 
high school football programs 
in Central Mass., did not dis-
appoint. The newfound holiday 
tradition set a high bar for meet-
ings to come in the future.

The contest went back and 
forth and offense was not at a 
premium. The outcome was not 
decided until the last play of  
the game. With just 10 ticks left 
on the game clock, Leicester’s 
offense set up for one last play at 
Auburn’s 46-yard line.

Senior quarterback Mike 
Mero corralled the shotgun 
snap, rolled to the right avoid-
ing pressure, and launched a 
catchable ball into the end zone 
intended for fellow senior Luke 
Clay. Unfortunately for the 
Wolverines, opposing Auburn 
senior Mike Nadeau played it 
perfectly and caught his sec-
ond interception of  the game 
to clinch the 34-31 win for the 
Rockets.

“Ten seconds left, I knew Mike 
Mero, I knew him growing up. 
I know he has a strong arm,” 
expressed Nadeau. “I cheated 
backward and I saw it, went up 
for the ball, and landed into the 
end zone. The clock hit zero and 
it just felt amazing.”

Nadeau also caught the 
game-winning touchdown for 
the Rockets midway through 
the fourth quarter on a cru-
cial fourth-and-8 play from 
Leicester’s 14-yard line. The 
Rockets were able to start with 
great field position trailing 31-28 
following a Leicester touchdown 
drive early in the fourth quar-
ter due to a big kick return by 
senior running back Nate Jette.

The Rockets set up from the 
Wolverine 42-yard line and put 
the pressure on right away with 
a strong run game. Five plays 
later Auburn had first-and-10 
from the opposing 16-yard line. 
In what looked like an easy scor-
ing drive, the Leicester defense 
stepped up and played swarming 
defense letting up just two yards 
on three plays forcing the fourth-
and-8.

Despite three straight plays 
that got stuffed, the Auburn 
offense stayed poised, led by 
quarterback Brendan Crowley. 
Crowley received the fourth 
down snap, dropped back and 
read the field. When nothing 
seemed to be open, the senior 
signal-caller rolled to the left 
off-script and threw to the back 
pylon in the left side of  the end 
zone where Nadeau made a 
great catch for his third receiv-
ing touchdown of  the game. A 
blocked point after attempt gave 
them a three-point lead 34-31.

“I thought Brendan [Crowley] 
started a little sluggish, but 
when Dillon [Brian Dillon] went 
down and we needed somebody, 
he [Crowley] stepped up and 
put a seed in there,” expressed 
Auburn head coach Jeff  
Cormier. “Again, Mike [Nadeau] 
was being Mike and Crowley did 
great under pressure and our 
offensive line gave him plenty 

of  time to see that. That was an 
11-person play, just like they all 
are, but that one in particular. 
It wasn’t necessarily the pattern 
we called, I think Mike broke off  
and immediately Brendan was 
looking for him elsewhere and 
had to relocate him. It was just 
great athletes making a play.”

Leicester had a chance to 
counter the scoring drive mid-
way through the fourth quarter, 
and how the game was going 
it is what most expected, but 
Auburn’s defense was able to get 
off  the field without giving up 
their lead.

The Wolverines were able to 
drive down the field, though, and 
got themselves in Rocket terri-
tory, finding a fourth-and-12 fol-
lowing a screen pass from Mero 
to Xavien Rosario that was tack-
led for no gain at the Rockets’ 
17-yard line. Instead of  going for 
it on fourth down, the Wolverine 
coaching staff  decided to go for 
the field goal to attempt to tie the 
game. Unfortunately Mero, who 
did everything for Leicester the 
whole game, was unable to hit 
his second field goal.

Mero concluded his last high 
school game with three rushing 
touchdowns on 93 yards rush-
ing, a passing touchdown, and a 
34-yard field goal. He was award-
ed offensive MVP honors and 
the Robert F. Grady award.

“The last four years have been 
great,” Mero stated. “My sopho-
m o r e 
y e a r 
w e 
w e n t 
t o 

Gillette. I had a great mentor in 
Dan [Mero] backing him up. He 
is really good 
to look up to 
and he helped 
me with my 
game a lot. As 
a team, we did 
well.”

O t h e r 
a w a r d s 
given out fol-
lowing the 
Thanksgiving 
m a t c h u p 
i n c l u d e d , 
for Auburn 
Mike Nadeau 
( O f f e n s i v e 
MVP), Owen 
F i t z g e r a l d 
( D e f e n s i v e 
M V P ) , 
B r e n d a n 
Crowley (Doug 
Flink Trophy) 
and J.B. 
Whittemore 
(12th Man 
Award) and 
for Leicester 
N i k o l a s 
D a g o s t i n o 
( D e f e n s i v e 
MVP) and 
James Mercier 
(12th Man 
Award).

Photos courtesy Mark Seliger, markseliger.smugmug.com

Auburn’s Mike Nadeau hauls in a pass versus Leicester.

Brian Dillon (23) and JB Whittemore (12) of Auburn attempt to block a 
kick taken by Leicester’s Mike Mero.

Piano Tuning 
           Repair&

GLEN STEVENS

508-885-3705

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

With a large “Tarentino” sign hanging in the background, the Police Honor 
Guard takes the field before Auburn and Leicester met in the inaugural 
Tarentino Cup Thanksgiving Day game.

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

TOWN OF OXFORD
PRIVATE SNOWPLOW CONTRACTORS NEEDED 

FOR 2021-2022 WINTER SEASON
COMPETITIVE RATES STARTING AT 

$71.00 PER HOUR
�e Town of Oxford is currently hiring private snowplow 

contractors for the upcoming winter season. �is is an on-call 
position for plowing events on an as-needed basis.

For more information, please visit www.oxfordma.us 
or call 508-987-6006.

In Memory of Cole 
William Victor At 
Powdermill Park 

In Spencer 
43 Smithville Rd, 

Spencer Ma
Please Join Us On 

December 12th From 4-5pm 
43 Smithville Rd, Spencer MA

We will be offering free 
refreshments while singing 
some Christmas carols and 

visitng with Santa before 
lighting the tree!

Tree 
 Lighting
      Ceremony
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BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE — The 
Tantasqua Warriors and 
Shepherd Hill Rams faced off  
once again in their annual 
Thanksgiving matchup, bring-
ing back their rivalry after the 
2020 pandemic prevented play-
ers from taking the field during 
the fall season. Tantasqua host-
ed the event on Thanksgiving 
Eve and dominated the game 
from the kickoff  to claim 
their second victory since 
2017 by a score of  20-16. It was 
the lowest combined scoring 
Thanksgiving game between 
the teams since 2014.

Despite Shepherd Hill’s 
dominance in Thanksgiving 
matchups, Tantasqua was 
determined to take home the 
victory by starting off  strong 
and never looking back. The 
Warriors put up eight points 
in the first drive of  the game 
thanks to a touchdown run by 
junior tailback Abner Colon-
Martinez, who would go on to 
be named the Offensive Player 
of  the Game. After a successful 
two-point conversion pass to 
senior Aidan Filler from senior 
quarterback Caleb Thompson, 
the Warriors attempted an 
onside kick and successfully 
recovered the ball.

Tantasqua drove down the 
field once more and Thompson 
converted a QB sneak into 
another six points. After a 
failed two-point conversion 
attempt the Warriors found 

themselves 14 points ahead 
after the first quarter without 
the Shepherd Hill offense hav-
ing the opportunity to score.

“We wanted to be aggressive. 
We’ve gotten a few onside kicks 
this year, so we felt confident in 
our special teams. We wanted 
the ball right off  the get-go and 
knew if  we could go down and 
score points, we’d have a good 
opportunity,” Tantasqua head 
coach Jon Hargis said. “We’ve 
had good opportunities to score 
points on our first drives all 
season, but we’ve had turn-
overs and things like that and 
penalties that stopped drives. I 
don’t think our record speaks 
for how much these seniors 
and everyone else has battled 
the entire year.”

Tantasqua held off  Shepherd 
Hill to take their 14-0 lead into 
the second half. The Rams 
didn’t back down, however, 
scoring their first points of  the 
game in the fourth quarter on 
a run-in touchdown by senior 
quarterback Nolan Lagere 
before a successful two-point 
conversion by junior Romeo 
Holland made it a one-score 
game. Tantasqua responded 
when Colon-Martinez complet-
ed a 12-yard touchdown run 
to make the score 20-8 after 
a failed two-point conversion. 
Shepherd Hill would score one 
more time in the fourth quar-
ter courtesy of  another Legere 
keeper touchdown and a con-
verted two-point conversion by 
Holland, but the Rams were 

unable to drive down the field 
one more time to complete the 
comeback, giving the Warrior 
a 20-16 victory in the 47th meet-
ing of  the teams.

Shepherd Hill head coach 
Dave Buchanan commended 
his team’s comeback attempt 
in the second half, but acknowl-
edged that Tantasqua’s quick 
two-score lead was too much to 
overcome.

“Unfortunately, we just ran 
out of  time. Ultimately at the 
end of  the day you can’t let a 

team jump out 14-0 and then 
try to battle back. It’s too hard 
at times for us to be able to do 
that so we have to start faster,” 
Buchanan said. “It’s a rivalry 
game for a reason and you’re 
always going to get their best 
shot. It’s a credit to Tantasqua. 
We’ve got a lot of  tough kids 
and that’s who we are, and 
tough kids never quit. That’s 
a testament to all those kids 
who played tonight, and they 
played hard. I’m so proud of  
them. I absolutely love this 

group. It’s tough for us to not 
send the seniors out with a win 
like we wanted, but at the same 
time the seniors responded and 
that’s a testament to their men-
tal toughness and how hard 
they worked.”

Tantasqua’s win brings the 
Thanksgiving record between 
the two teams to 37-9-1 in favor 
of  Shepherd Hill. The Warriors 
finished the season 2-8, while 
the Rams went 4-7.

BROOKFIELD
$249,000, 18 Common St, 

Heller, Rudolf, and Heller, Sarah, 
to Brookfield Town Of.

LEICESTER
$370,000, 1080 Whittemore 

St, Ross, George F, and Ross, 
Madeline C, to Palwan, Kevin S.

$370,000, 21 Deer Pond Dr, 
Sewsankar, Deokumar, and 
Sewsankar, Dhanindra, to 
Thomas, Betsy, and Thomas, 
Daniel B.

$355,000, 610 Henshaw St, 
Jyringi, Sean, and Jyringi, 
Erica, to Orangio, Jocelyn M, 
and Flagg, Thomas.

$287,625, 7 Marlboro Dr, Fullen, 
Timothy M, and Cronin, Molly 
M, to Mader-Cosper, Michele.

$248,000, 211 Main St, Castro, 
Karen, and Washington, Calvin 
H, to Rodriguez, Rosalina.

$248,000, 215 Main St, Castro, 
Karen, and Washington, Calvin 
H, to Rodriguez, Rosalina.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$385,000, 4 Adams Rd, Kunst, 

Dana B, to Kunst, Ryan, and 
Kunst, Malinda M.

$365,000, 8 Central St, 
Anderson, Mark, to Hess, 
Russell.

$305,000, 69 Waite Corner Rd, 
Twin Peaks RT, and Cournoyer, 
Christi L, to Boulette, Darlene, 
and Boulette, Howard.

$305,000, 71 Waite Corner Rd, 
Twin Peaks RT, and Cournoyer, 
Christi L, to Boulette, Darlene, 
and Boulette, Howard.

$245,000, 22 Winter St, Turner 
Patricia G Est, and Spence, 
Bennett M, to Yarter, David L, 
and Hunter, Laura E.

$245,000, 66 S Main St, 
Mcginley, James P, and Mcginley, 
Michele J, to Wykes, Elizabeth A.

SPENCER
$550,000, 32 Sherman Grv, 

Macfayden, David W, and 
Macfayden, Lori J, to 
Valentine, Thomas R, and 
Valentine, Nicole F.

$455,000, 5 Lake 
Whittemore Dr, 
Hollingsworth, Mary, to 
Cycz, Joyce M.

$450,000, 20 Maple St, 
Houston, Kristian E, to 
Pozo-Rivera, Carmen.

$390,000, 11 G H Wilson 
Rd, Sanchez, David J, 
and Sanchez, Iliza I, to 
Mulla, Arben, and Mulla, 
Aurela.

$359,000, 5 Garrett Ln, 
Grouf, Paul G, and Grouf, 
Sherry, to Karbowski, 
Christopher M, and 
Karbowski, Melanie.

$325,000, 6 Pope St, 

Morrill, Gail E, to Foley, Koby C.
$315,900, 23 Lake Ave, Goss, 

David K, and Figwer, Ulla T, to 
Whitehair, Heidi, and Rouleau, 
Emery A.

$240,000, 162 Ash St, Berg, 
Gerald G, to Berg, Randy M.

WARREN
$325,000, 24 Southbridge 

Road Ext, Bassett, Sarah E, and 
Bassett, Sarah, to Lantaigne, 
Tyler M, and Lantaigne, Rachel 
M.

$315,000, 836 Bemis Rd, 
Tanacea, Hannah L, and 
Bessette, Joshua S, to Gardner, 
Connor W, and Power, Devi L.

$269,000, 943 Reed St, Zucco, 
James B, to Carney, Todd J, and 
Carney, Rachael L.

$257,500, 921 Reed St, Carney, 
Todd J, and Carney, Rachael L, to 
Dec, Christopher.

$199,000, 34 Quaboag St, 
Moulton, Larry P, and Moulton, 
Teresa M, to Daguilh, Marie A.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$389,900, 28 Richardson Rd, 

Black, Adam D, and Black, 
Tracy A, to Tucker, Adam C, and 
Tucker, Katie M.

$379,900, 341 W Main St, 
Loricco, Rocco J, and Loricco, 
Ann J, to Sweet, Hannah, and 
Langlois, Kevin.

$370,000, 17 Checkered Ln, 
Smith, Yvonne M, to Infante, 
Jean E, and Infante, Donato A.

$311,000, 18 Roy Ter, Korman, 
Britney F, and Korman, Nickolas 
T, to Hirons, Donna.

$190,000, 358 Wickaboag Valley 
Rd, Bruce, Gail L, to Tunley, 
Eric, and Bruce, Dakota K.

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

EAST 
BROOKFIELD 

3 bedroom apartment for rent 
first floor, laundry hookups, 

off street parking, 
NO dogs, 

plus utilities. $1100/month 

call 
508-450-8926
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Fast start leads Tantasqua to 
Thanksgiving Eve win over Shepherd Hill

Photos Jason Bleau

Tantasqua’s varsity football team claimed victory in their annual 
Thanksgiving matchup with Shepherd Hill, 20-16.

Quarterback Caleb Thompson of 
Tantasqua is crowded by Shepherd 
Hill defenders as he pushes through 
a pile.

The Shepherd Hill offense and 
Tantasqua defense line up for a 
play in their annual Thanksgiving 
rivalry showdown on Nov. 24.

READING
NEWSPAPERS
IS A QUEST 
LIKE NO OTHER
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BY KEN POWERS
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

OXFORD — Well, that’s more 
like it.

sFive days after scoring just 
six points in a bitterly disap-
pointing loss in a Division 8 
state semifinal, the high-volt-
age Oxford High varsity foot-
ball team’s offense was back to 
being its old self, scoring five of  
the Pirates’ six touchdowns in 
a 41-14 Thanksgiving Day win 
over Bay Path Regional in the 
eighth annual Thanksgiving 
Day Battle for Buffums, held 
at Cmdr. Michael C. Masley Jr. 
Memorial Field.

For Oxford, which finished 
the season 9-3 — its first nine-
win season since 1999 — the 
win was its fourth straight tur-
key day victory, knotting the 
overall series at four wins each. 
The Pirates have actually won 
five straight games against Bay 
Path, prevailing in a match-
up between the schools in the 
spring during the Fall II sea-
son, 28-21.

Senior Antoine LaCourt-
Ramos — the Snyder Award 
winner, given to the out-
standing player of  the game 
— staked Oxford to a 7-0 
first-quarter lead, scoring on 
a 15-yard interception return. 
LaCourt-Ramos has returned 
an interception for a touch-
down in each of  his four high 
school seasons.

“That’s not normal,” sev-
enth-year Oxford head coach 
Jeff  Clarkson said about 
LaCourt-Ramos’ career feat. “I 

think it’s a testament to how 
athletic and talented Antoine 
is.” 

Junior Lucas Lambert, who 
scored a pair of  rushing touch-
downs and was the game’s 
Offensive MVP, pushed the 
Pirates’ lead to 14-0 when he 
scurried into the end zone from 
eight yards out in the second 
quarter. Lambert’s scoring run 
capped a 99-1/2-yard, 13-play 
drive.

“We got pinned deep in our 
own territory. We thought Bay 
Path was going to attempt a fake 
a punt, so we didn’t have any-
one back to field the punt. They 
ended up punting the ball, got 
a great roll, and downed it on 
our half-yard line,” Clarkson 
explained. “It was nice to see 
the boys go out and put togeth-
er that scoring drive. That was 
the offensive team we’ve been 
all year. Offensively we moved 
the ball well all year.”

In the third quarter the 
Pirates quickly increased its 
lead to 21-0, Lambert scoring on 
a 10-yard quarterback keeper. 
T h e 
k e y 

moment in the three-play drive 
was a 33-yard completion from 
Lambert to senior Steve Fisher, 
which came on the play before 
the touchdown.

“Lucas is a very good run-
ner,” said Clarkson, who 
said Lambert began playing 
for him in youth football as 
a fourth-grader. He’s just as 
good running the ball inside 
between the tackles as he is 
outside in the open field.”

LaCourt-Ramos pushed the 
Oxford lead to 28-0 later in the 
quarter, scoring his first career 
rushing touchdown when he 
plowed in from a yard out.

Bay Path (4-7) got on the 
board in the third period, Gabe 
Espinosa recovering a Pirates’ 
fumble in the Oxford end zone 
to make the score 28-7. At the 
end of  the high-scoring third 
quarter Oxford took a 35-7 lead, 
Lambert hitting junior Jordan 
DeLeon with a 52-yard scoring 
strike.

In the fourth quarter Bay 
Path receiver Jonathan Nussey 
(six catches, 117 yards) made it 

a 35-14 game when he gathered 
in a 23-yard touchdown pass 
from Anthony Catino. Pirates’ 
senior Darius Richardson — 
who was named the Defensive 
MVP of  the game — closed out 
the scoring with a 15-yard run 
late, which accounted for the 
41-14 final.

“We made a lot of  mistakes. 
Oxford is a good football team, 
so they took advantage of  those 
mistakes,” second-year Bay 
Path head coach Cody Giampa 
said. “Offensively they drove 
down the field on us and defen-
sively they did a lot of  good 
things in terms of  bringing 
pressure, and we didn’t do a 
good job of  handling that pres-
sure. They kept us pretty much 
out of  our rhythm all game.

“We’re excited about the 
team moving forward,” Giampa 
continued. “We’re losing some 
good seniors, but we’re excit-
ed about the team moving for-
ward. We knew in the spring 
we were mostly sophomores, 
and we were going to take our 
lumps, but we had a really good 

JV team this year and we have 
a great freshman class, so we’re 
looking forward to the future 
of  this program.”

Oxford, which loses six 
seniors — Richardson, 
LaCourt-Ramos, Fisher, 
Robert Cheney, Angel Roman 
and Chris Ballah — should be 
strong again next year because 
several starters will be return-
ing.

“Juniors and sophomores 
made up the bulk of  our team 
this year,” Clarkson said. “Next 
year they’ll be seniors and 
juniors.”

Key juniors on this year’s 
team include Lambert, Jadan 
Morales, Zak Parmenter, Quinn 
Clarkson (coach Clarkson’s 
son), Travis Benoit and Sam 
Boucher.

“All those guys should start 
next year,” Coach Clarkson 
said. “We also have a lot of  
sophomores I expect to be key 
contributors next year as well, 
including Jordan DeLeon, 
Connor Fantasia and Robbie 
Fisher.”

Community 
     Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! To advertise on this page, 
please call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 11/29/21 was $2.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.50
50-75......... $3.25
75-150 ....... $2.85
150-300..... .$2.55

300-500........ $2.35
500 PLUS...... $2.20
Duel Fuel...... $3.50
Drop off Tanks..$3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner, 

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

www.StonebridgePress.com

$1.00 OFF
$10.00 

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 12/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00 

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 12/31/21  • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

www.northeastpizza.com

Seniors go out strong for Quaboag football
BY DEAN P. ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

WARREN — Coming into their 
annual Thanksgiving Eve matchup 
against rival Ware High, the Quaboag 
Regional varsity football team had lost 
two straight games after finishing the 
regular season with an undefeated 8-0 
record. And, in the holiday rivalry, the 
Cougars had also lost the last three 
meetings that started over a decade ago.

To put it lightly, Quaboag was due 
and they showed it on Wednesday night 
with a strong defensive performance. 
The Cougars adjusted to all the differ-
ent looks the Indians’ offense threw at 
them all game long, holding Ware to 
just one scoring drive late in the third 
quarter. Offensively, the Cougars were 
able to use their balanced attack and 
take advantage of  the defensive stops to 
defeat the Indians, 22-7, and finish 9-2.

“Awesome,” Quaboag head coach 
Dave Shepherd stated about winning 
for the seniors. “For these seniors to go 
out with a win that was our goal tonight 
after losing our last two. I didn’t want 
to see them go out losing three in a row. 
So, tonight a win for the seniors was 
incredible.

“We have a pretty diverse team, we 
can throw and we can run. So, depend-
ing on what you’re going to give us for 
a look, we combat that and that is big,” 

added Shepherd. “We are not a one-di-
mensional team. I think that was the 
difference tonight, they were a pretty 
one-dimensional team in terms of  their 
offense.”

The Ware offense came out in a basic 
I-formation some drives, multiple wild-
cat formations to get their playmak-
ers going, and shotgun at times. The 
Cougars had the Indians digging deep 
into their playbook, but it was clear 
Ware wanted to run the ball.

“We were able to adjust on the fly 
very well,” Shepherd stated about his 
defense. “The game plan was to stuff  
the box, they haven’t been a passing 
team all year and they didn’t pass a 
lot until they went down. So, our game 
plan was to stop the run and we had the 
scouting report of  when one guy in and 
what they’re going to run, opposed to 
another play. I think we did a good job 
of  preparing for the game.”

The offensives for both teams started 
slow. The contest was scoreless after 
the first quarter and the first two pos-
sessions of  the game ended in intercep-
tions. Derrick Shepherd corralled the 
interception on Ware’s first offensive 
drive. The senior quarterback/defen-
sive back ended the game with two 
picks. Then the momentum shifted and 
the Cougars were able to put together 
two consecutive scoring drives in the 

second quarter.
First was a long grit and grind drive 

that was sparked by a 20-yard senior 
connection from Derrek Shepherd to 
Alex Worthington on a third and long, 
deep in their territory after the defense 
forced a turnover on downs in the red 
zone. The 12-play drive was capped by 
junior Brendan Burke rushing in from 
2 yards out.

The second scoring drive came after 
another defensive stop in the red zone. 
Yes, Quaboag put a personal twist 
on the Patriots’ bend-but-don’t-break 
style of  defense. The Cougars carried 
their momentum and capped their sec-
ond consecutive scoring drive with a 
Shepherd to Worthington touchdown 
connection from 18 yards out. After 
a successful two-point conversion, 
Quaboag led 14-0 at halftime.

Coming out of  the half, the offens-
es started just like they did to begin 
the game, but late in the third quarter 
Ware got some life and was able to put 
together a scoring drive that took just a 
couple plays and was capped by a 6-yard 
rushing touchdown.

The drive late in the third was the 
Indians’ only scoring drive, as Quaboag 
was able to shut them down for the 
rest of  the game, along with getting 
back into the scoring column to clinch 
the victory. Midway through the fourth, 

Burke scored again from 5 yards out.
The Cougars’ three stars stood out 

on Wednesday. Burke ended the night 
with two scores and 137 yards rushing. 
Worthington caught the ball for 128 
yards and broke Quaboag’s single-sea-
son receiving record, and Derrick 
Shepherd recorded a touchdown pass.

“This year Burke set the season 
record for rushing, my son Derrick 
Shepherd got it in passing and now 
he’s [Alex Worthington] it in receiv-
ing,” stated Dave Shepherd. “That is the 
type of  offense we had this year and it 
shows. They all work extremely hard, so 
it is great to see them. Worthington is a 
great athlete, Derrick has been throw-
ing him the ball since fifth grade, and 
they have a connection. Then, Burke, 
you see him, he is a big strong kid.”

Although Quaboag is going to have to 
find players to fill the shoes of  Shepherd 
and Worthington, they still have a good 
core coming back next year. Be on the 
lookout for another run for the Quaboag 
football team.

“He [Burke] is only going to get bigger 
and stronger, and we have three out of  
five linemen next year, so we are going 
to be in good shape next year,” Dave 
Shepherd concluded.

Oxford’s offense explodes to beat Bay Path in 
Thanksgiving Day Battle for Buffums

Community forum 
planned on DPHS 
renovations

SPENCER – The David Prouty High 
School Building Committee invites 
residents to attend a community 
forum next week.

Set for Tuesday, Dec. 7, the event 
will take place at 6 p.m. at Wire Village 
School. The program will include a 
general presentation from the com-
mittee, followed by an open discus-
sion about the high school renovation 
project.

All members of  the community are 
welcome to attend.

LHS Pep Band hosting 
holiday craft fair

LEICESTER – The Leicester High 
School Wolverine Pep Band invites 
guests to bring their holiday shopping 
lists to tomorrow’s craft fair.

Set for Saturday, Dec. 4, the event will 
take place at the school from 9 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. More than 50 local crafters will 
take part in the fair—the perfect oppor-
tunity for you to shop local while finish-
ing up your holiday purchases. 

The event is free to the public. Face 
masks are required inside the school.
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SOUTHBRIDGE — On Saturday, 
Nov. 27, it was a cold windy blistering 
night at the Christmas Tree Lighting 
festivities on the Southbridge common. 
Quinebaug Masonic Lodge had a booth 
set up and put smiles on many people 
and children’s faces with the selling of  
kettle corn, hot dogs, fried Oreo cookies 
and fried dough. There was a Lama that 
children could pet and vendors selling 

Christmas ornaments that light up that 
you could wear around your neck or 
on your hats.  A DJ played Christmas 
music in the gazebo and a vendor selling 
hot coffee and coco.  There were long 
lines at the Quinebaug Lodge’s booth to 
get the tasty treats the lodge was selling. 

When the parade started and Santa 
came by, the lines were still long while 
many adults and children watched the 
parade go by. The common was lite 
up with Christmas lights and deco-
rations of  all kinds. Everyone at this 
event did not seem to mind the wind 
and cold because there was so much to 
see and do. If  you are interested about 
Freemasonry and what we do in your 
local community, for more information 
and to find a lodge nearest you, visit our 
Web site at www.massfreemasonry.org.

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Fri, 12/3 & Sat, 12/4 (a�er 5pm)

HADDOCK PARM

SHORT RIBS

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

Pumpkin 
Soup 

is Back!

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $18.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.

We Deliver To:
Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield  

NEW HOURS:  Sun-Thurs 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9 
Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

DECEMBER SPECIALS

Grilled Chicken Pizza  
Sm.  $6.49
Lg. $10.49

Meatball Sub
$6.49

any size

Thank you for supporting 
local businesses!  

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Friday & Saturday Night 5-9pm

Now hiring 
kitchen help. 
Apply at the 
clubhouse. 

Trivia is Back Sat. Nights at 7pm! 

The bar is open! ~ 7 Days at Noon
Join us for a cold drink 

and some delicious fried food 
on Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights 5-9pm

�e perfect gi� for the golfer 
in your life… a gi� certi�cate for golf at 

Hillcrest Country Club!
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Check out our menu online at 
www.lascocinasmexicanas.com

1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-5059 (next to Leicester Drive-In)

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

OPEN 
7 DAYS

10AM-9PM
Taco Salad
Desserts: Churros w/cream filling 
or plain ....................................$5.00
Tres Leches Cake ................$3.00
          – Ice Cream – 
Tacos ....................................$3.50 
Burritos .............................$10.25
Quesadilla .........................$12.00
Super Nachos..................$13.00 
Special plates with rice, 
beans and salad

Gift 

Certificates
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Taco Salad

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 1/31/22

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

Book your Holiday Parties! Function Rooms 
for Any Size Party 10-250 Guests

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in for a 
delicious meal!

Call For Reservations 
TAKEOUT is available!

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
are back!

Delicious early American Fare, 
Now through April! 

View details and reserve on our website.
Gift Certificates Make 

The Perfect Gift!

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

DECEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Make the pizza a buffalo or sweet & sour $1 more

Ham & Cheese
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Chicken 
Pizza

Sm. $5.99 
Lg. $8.99

Small 
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

Residents raise questions about hiring of 
new Leicester superintendent

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Residents are frustrat-
ed by what they describe as a lack 
of  transparency from school officials 
on the hiring process used to acquire 
new Assistant Superintendent Richard 
Lind.

Hired in July after previously serv-
ing as the superintendent of  North 
Brookfield Public Schools, Lind’s arriv-
al in Leicester is the subject of  sever-
al concerns and complaints. Foremost, 
residents have sought to understand 
why the assistant superintendent posi-
tion was created this past summer by 
the district immediately after eliminat-
ing its director of  curriculum role. The 
final occupant of  the latter position 
was Matthew Joseph, who told the New 
Leader he received several conflicting 
messages over the summer regarding 
his employment in Leicester. 

On June 29, Joseph received a let-
ter from Leicester Public Schools 
Superintendent Marilyn Tencza 
announcing that he would receive a 1.5 
percent salary increase, effective July 
1 to June 30 of  next year. Additionally, 
Joseph described meeting with the 
superintendent in June to establish 
goals and strategies for his role in the 
2021-22 school year.

But Joseph said he received a vastly 
different message from Leicester School 
Committee Chairman Tom Lauder. 

“On June 22, 2021 – the same day the 
Superintendent told my client his job 
was secure – SC Chair Lauder told my 
client that he (Mr. Lauder) planned to 
create a position of  assistant super-
intendent of  curriculum and instruc-
tion, and intended to eliminate my cli-
ent’s position,” read a letter submitted 
to school officials by Attorney Harry 
Beach, of  Beach Law, LLC, which is 
representing Joseph in a wrongful ter-
mination complaint against the district.

Joseph said he has been authorized 
by his attorney to release his complaint 
to the Attorney General’s office. One 

of  his major grievances with the dis-
trict goes back to his conversation with 
Chairman Lauder in June.

“The new [School Committee] chair 
met with me on June 22 and told me 
his idea to create an assistant superin-
tendent of  curriculum and instruction 
and eliminate my position as director 
of  curriculum and instruction. He then 
said, ‘you can apply, but you will not 
get it,’” Joseph said. “So this was deter-
mined before even voting on the role. 
On July 6, they voted 4-1 to eliminate 
my job and post for a new role. No warn-
ing, no notice—just cut and informed I 
would not get the new role. I feel I was 
bullied out of  a job.”

Several residents are standing behind 
Joseph, questioning whether the deci-
sion to hire Lind was made before 
Joseph’s position was eliminated.

At a Sept. 15 School Committee meet-
ing, resident Dylan Lambert attempted 
to inquire about Lind’s hiring process 
during a public session, but Chairman 
Lauder denied the request, stating the 
item was not on the meeting agenda.

“I tried to pose the questions during 
the public comment toward the end of  
the meeting. Tom’s response was sim-
ple: Not on the agenda,” Lambert told 
the New Leader. “At that point, there 
was a lot less that we knew. I wanted to 
ask some questions about the process 
itself.”

In response to the denial of  his request 
for information, Lambert filed an Open 
Meeting Law complaint against the 
School Committee. The complaint was 
received by the committee on Sept. 16, 
but officials contend that they did not 
violate the Open Meeting Law.

“The topic you wished to discuss, 
i.e., the hiring process of  the new assis-
tant superintendent, was not on the 
Committee’s agenda for the September 
15, 2021 meeting, and the Chairman 
declined to hear your comments, which 
he has the authority to do,” read a letter 
obtained by the New Leader, written to 
Lambert from School Counsel Kimberly 

Rozak.
The School Committee submitted 

a copy of  Lambert’s complaint to the 
Attorney General’s Division of  Open 
Government. School officials maintain 
that no wrongdoing took place in the 
denial of  Lambert’s request.

“While the Open Meeting Law does 
not require any type of  public participa-
tion in a meeting, the School Committee 
routinely allots time for public com-
ments. In an effort to respect everyone’s 
time, the School Committee limits pub-
lic comments to topics on the agenda 
for that meeting,” said Superintendent 
Tencza.

On Oct. 9 and Oct. 17, Lambert request-
ed emails, correspondences, and text 
messages regarding School Committee 
members. Unsatisfied with the dis-
trict’s response, Lambert petitioned 
the Secretary of  the Commonwealth’s 
Public Records Division, which opened 
an appeal.

Lambert’s complaint is also being 
reviewed by Kerry Kilcoyne, the head 
of  the Attorney General’s Division of  
Open Government. 

Meanwhile, Lambert told the New 
Leader he uncovered information in the 
weeks following his initial complaint 
that has led to even more questions 
about Lind’s hiring process. He con-
veyed many of  his concerns to Kilcoyne 
in an Oct. 21 letter explaining his com-
plaint.

“When I had originally filed the com-
plaint, there was far less information 
available to me than is now,” Lambert 
wrote. “Frankly, as we get more infor-
mation regarding the hiring process for 
the Assistant Superintendent, Richard 
Lind, I’m starting to see why the com-
mittee chair, Tom Lauder, is so tight 
lipped. It appears that the committee 
that he chairs went into creating this 
position with the predetermined con-
clusion on who they were hiring before 
they created the position 7/6/21, based 
on assertions made by the former cur-
riculum director that they eliminated to 

pave the way for the position.”
District leaders directed media inqui-

ries on Lind’s hiring process to an FAQ 
document regarding the process. 

“On July 7, 2021, the School 
Committee voted to reorganize the 
Central Office Administration to focus 
efforts on the continual advancement 
of  our district’s goals,” the document 
read, in part. “The position of  Director 
of  Curriculum, Instruction and 
Assessment was eliminated, and a new 
Assistant Superintendent of  Teaching 
and Learning was created.”

The Assistant Superintendent posi-
tion was posted on July 8, school offi-
cials said, and it was advertised from 
July 8-23.

The FAQ document, released by 
Superintendent Tencza’s office, 
acknowledges that the Superintendent 
sent a letter to Lind informing him that 
he would be hired. The letter was sent 
to Lind prior to the School Committee 
voting on his employment.

“The four candidates who received 
the highest number of  committee votes 
were interviewed by the Leadership 
Committee. They recommended that 
two candidates move forward to meet 
teachers and parents and participate 
in a public forum,” read the document 
issued by Superintendent Tencza’s 
office. “On the day of  the public forum, 
one candidate withdrew from the pro-
cess. Although there was only one can-
didate left, he was the strongest candi-
date. I sent a conditional letter of  hire 
to him pending the School Committee 
vote.”

In a Nov. 8 letter written to 
Superintendent Tencza from Rebecca 
Murray, the Supervisor of  Records with 
the Secretary of  the Commonwealth’s 
Public Records Division, the school 
department was ordered to provide 
Lambert with a response to his request 
within ten business days.

Kilcoyne’s separate review of  the 
complaint is ongoing.

Quinebaug Lodge participated in 
Christmas tree lighting festivities

Photo Courtesy

The Quinebaug lodge booth with members 
working hard to accommodate these tasty 
treats to the people who attended this very 
busy event.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates
Call or Text

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279  

gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters or gutter cleaning… 

Look no further!

GuttersGranite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble, 
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY
FACTORY
DIRECT
& SAVE

FALL
SALE

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 12/31/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
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FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

To the Editor:
I read with interest the headline 

in last week’s Spencer New Leader, 
“Spencer designated as purple heart 
community.” Then I read the arti-
cle. Nowhere does it mention what a 
purple heart medal is or how one is 
earned. I know it dates back to 1782, 
when General George Washington 
first awarded it to soldiers wounded 
in battle and posthumously to soldiers 
who were killed in battle.

My husband was awarded one, as 
he was wounded in the Vietnam War. 
My heart fell as I read what Spencer’s 
Veterans Agent, Scott Conner, was 
quoted as saying about veterans: “They 
do their time and meld back into soci-
ety…this [Purple Heart Community 
designation] is a celebration of  all 
veterans.” Wow — does a soldier killed 

or wounded in battle “do their time 
and meld into society?” I say they 
do not – they remind us all that free-
dom is not free. It comes at great cost 
and great sacrifice. Ask any Gold Star 
mother who keeps that medal by her 
child’s picture. Ask any soldier who 
lies awake at 2 in the morning because 
PTSD won’t let him rest as he should.

I am very grateful for everyone who 
wears a uniform in service to our 
country. But there is a special place 
in my heart for the men and women 
who left their blood on a battlefield to 
protect and defend our nation and our 
freedom.

Yours very truly,

CAROL J. HAWKINS
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Veterans don’t just do their time

To the Editor:
This Autumn, in what may be the 

autumn of  our republic, your readers 
could be informed in their political 
meditations by the following prophet-
ic words of  Alexander Hamilton. I 
certainly am. They can be found in 
“The Federalist Papers.”

“The truth unquestionably is, that 
the only path to a subversion of  the 
republican system of  the Country is, 
by flattering the prejudices of  the peo-
ple, and exciting their jealousies and 
apprehensions, to throw affairs into 
confusion, and bring on civil commo-
tion. Tired at length of  anarchy, or 
want of  government, they may take 
shelter in the arms of  monarchy for 
repose and security. Those then, who 
resist a confirmation of  public order, 
are the true Artificers of  monarchy 
— not that this is the intention of  
the generality of  them. Yet it would 
not be difficult to lay the finger upon 

some of  their party who may justly 
be suspected. When a man unprinci-
pled in private life desperate in his 
fortune, bold in his temper, possessed 
of  considerable talents, having the 
advantage of  military habits — des-
potic in his ordinary demeanour — 
known to have scoffed in private at 
the principles of  liberty – when such 
a man is seen to mount the hobby 
horse of  popularity – to join in the 
cry of  danger to liberty – to take 
every opportunity of  embarrassing 
the General Government & bringing it 
under suspicion — to flatter and fall in 
with all the nonsense of  the zealots of  
the day — It may justly be suspected 
that his object is to throw things into 
confusion that he may ‘ride the storm 
and direct the whirlwind.’”

WILLIAM M. SHEA
SPENCER

The prophetic words of  Hamilton

To the Editor:
Joe Biden and his socialist Democrats 

are really changing America, and not 
for the better. Their policies are chang-
ing our traditions. Let’s look at a few.

Their war on law enforcement and 
lax treatment of  criminals is making 
our country into one where citizens are 
a lot less safe. We see the result nation-
wide in cities and states that have 
embraced the socialist crazy notion 
of  Defund the Police, no prosecution, 
and slaps on the wrist. Murder rates 
going sky high in Detroit, Baltimore, 
and New York City. Across the nation, 
the BLM tactic of  “Smash and Grab” is 
becoming the norm. A new holiday tra-
dition. The BLM Black Friday sale is a 
group of  60 young thugs brandishing 
crowbars and hammers. ‘Tis the sea-

son to get free stuff  with no repercus-
sions. The same tactics used in their 
“peaceful protests.” Criminals learn 
fast what they can get away with. It’s 
not happening for no reason. To take 
over, you must first destroy what’s in 
place. All part of  Biden’s “Build Back 
Better” plan. One congresswoman who 
obviously pulls the strings on puppet 
Joe, is Rashida Tlaib. She says her goal 
is to get everyone freed from the pris-
ons. So, we can have hardcore murder-
ers and robbers stalking our neighbor 
hoods. Yeah, that sound great. She sits 
there smiling and laughing while she 
says it in tv. You can tell, because of  
our support for Israel, that she hates 
America and is loving the pain they 
are inflicting on our country.

Then there is the destruction of  our 

economy. The only reason the US dol-
lar has any value is that it must have 
something of  value supporting it.  In 
the old days, it was gold. Now, because 
we are off  the gold standard, the only 
thing that backs it up is the strength 
and vitality of  our economy and its 
workers. Other countries stock our dol-
lars because they see it as a safe invest-
ment. Not anymore; not when they see 
our economy going down the tubes and 
inflation creeping up. Then they see us 
basically printing money to fund the $2 
trillion social equity giveaways. They 
won’t touch the dollar if  it’s going to 
lose value. The US is a bad investment. 
You need to see an economy going full 
blast, a GDP increasing, strong mili-

Resist socialism

To the Editor:
Belated Happy Thanksgiving and 

proactive Merry Christmas to all who 
celebrate long cherished national hol-
idays, and even those who don’t. 

Historians of  world and western 
civilization will require centuries to 
understand how and why the most 
advanced civilization of  its day par-
ticipated in its own destruction. For 
reasons which will be parsed for gen-
erations, the concept of  gas-lighting 
and its impact across Western aca-
demia will probably remain a murky 
area of  ideologically driven explana-
tions about why European/American 
Western culture dissolved under a 
tidal wave of  self-righteous obloquy.  

Whether because of  guilt generat-
ed by disproportionate success, or a 
need to demonstrate moral superior-
ity among themselves, affluent west-
erners have, with increased fervor, 
adopted a suicidal course which can 
only result in a reoccurrence of  the 
horrors of  armed struggle. I refer spe-
cifically to the new cultural worldview 
which lends credibility to infamous 
social justice theories that, at their 
core, are the antithesis of  what they 
purport to be. In adopting the mea 
culpa stance of  historical revisionists, 
western academic institutions have 
deliberately promoted a view of  reali-
ty which ignores virtually all of  west-
ern civilization’s hard-won achieve-
ments, in favor of  a maniacal focus on 
the harm done.

This could only be achieved by a 
people so long protected from adver-
sity that their grasp of  the real world 
has become impaired. Those revision-
ists not only turn the focus of  their 
interpretation away from truth, but 
fall so low as to deliberately distort 
history to fit a narrative which advo-

cates cultural demonization. A nar-
rative intended, and suited only, to 
destroy the bonds which cement this 
civilization in a way consistent with 
our national motto.  

Education is not wisdom, and the 
sophomores have clearly overthrown 
the complacency of  people committed 
to calm, academic discussion. There 
can be no reasoning with the pas-
sion of  true believers, whether they 
manifest as religious zealots, global-
ist one-worlders, Neo-Marxists, or 
environmental extremists. Someone 
has allowed the children to sit in the 
driver’s seat of  the school-bus, and 
that bus is very clearly headed for a 
cliff. If  you still haven’t figured out 
what I’m going on about, consider the 
possibility that you’re not someone 
I want to spend time talking with 
about the matter at hand. If  you’re the 
least bit curious, read the definition 
provided below. I mean to make clear 
my belief  that this “gas lighting” has 
already been done to countless grad-
uates of  higher education. If  some of  
our social institutions need to be torn 
down, I suggest we begin there. Do 
you suppose it’s possible to De-Fund 
Harvard?

Definition of gaslight, Gaslighted 
or gaslit; gaslighting; gas-
lights Transitive Verb: To psycholog-
ically manipulate (a person) usually 
over an extended period of  time so 
that the victim questions the validi-
ty of  their own thoughts, perception 
of  reality or memories, and experi-
ences confusion, loss of  confidence, 
and develops doubts concerning their 
emotional or mental stability: to sub-
ject (someone) to gaslighting.  

JACK MCCLINTOCK
NORTH BROOKFIELD

Gaslighting history

EDITORIAL

What’s 
your story?

It’s holiday party season, and for most 
of  us that, is a good thing.  We get togeth-
er with friends and family, enjoy some 
eggnog and a plethora of  our favorite 
appetizers.  However, we do know that 
oftentimes, we are invited by our signifi-
cant others to attend a work soiree or we 
are attending one ourselves.  Being in a 
room where you only know one or a few 
people could seem like a daunting task 
for our introverted readers, but have 
no fear — we have ways for you to have 
memorable conversations that you may 
end up actually enjoying. 

Instead of  discussing the weather or 
asking the mundane questions such as 
‘Where are you from?’ why not simply 
ask, ‘What’s your story?’ Other conver-
sation starters include, ‘How do you 
know the host?’ ‘What was the highlight 
of  your week?’ or ‘Are you working on 
anything exciting?’ 

If  you’re shy or feeling a bit awkward, 
you can keep the conversation going 
by talking about the food being served 
or the venue where the event is taking 
place.  Asking a person what they have 
tried so far, and how they liked it is 
an easy conversation starter.  If  you 
research the history of  a place, you can 
always begin with the ‘Did you know?’ 
questions.  We know everyone loves 
a good history story and bits of  local 
trivia.   

If  the person you are speaking with is 
from the area, ask them what they do for 
entertainment in town, including where 
and what their favorite restaurants are.  
Looking up recent sports standings is 
never a bad idea, even if  you don’t par-
ticularly care for sports.  This way when 
you nod and smile, you can have some 
confidence in knowing that you are at 
least somewhat in the loop.  If  you’ve 
bumped into a fellow skier, discussing 
snow conditions and ski hills is an easy 
topic.  Look up a recent odd news story 
that is interesting and humorous, that 
way during a lull, you can say, ‘So, I 
was reading about a man who appeared 
before a Dutch court and requested that 
he legally be made 20 years younger.’  
(Yes, that actually happened; if  we see 
you at a holiday bash, we will fill you 
in.) 

Most conversations remain on the 
surface which is appropriate when you 
don’t really know someone.  However, if  
you feel comfortable and are enjoying 
the conversation don’t be afraid to go a 
bit bolder.  Generally, most people like 
to talk about themselves, not necessar-
ily for selfish reasons, but who doesn’t 
want to be known and appreciated?  We 
all have unique personalities that are 
worth sharing.  

Such questions that go beneath the 
surface may include, ‘What is your big-
gest fear?’ ‘When you were growing up, 
what was your dream job?’ ‘Have you 
been to any interesting places lately?’ 
‘Have you learned anything this week, 
that you weren’t aware of  last week?’   

The easiest thing to do while in con-
versation this month is to ask how a 
person celebrates the holidays.  Asking 
about traditions and the best holiday 
a person has ever had brings up fond 
memories and positive energy. 

These questions tend to snowball nat-
urally and voila a solid, meaningful con-
versation has been had and you could 
even make a new comrade along the 
way. 

While you’re working, you may be 
contributing to an individual retire-
ment account (IRA), which can provide 
a tax-advantaged way to save for your 
future. So, is it ever a good idea to tap 
into your IRA before you retire?

Ideally, you should leave this account 
intact until your retirement. After all, 
you could spend two or more decades 
in retirement, so you’ll need a lot of  
financial resources. Still, life is unpre-

dictable, so there may 
be times you’ll consid-
er taking money from 
your IRA. You’ll need to 
be aware, though, that 
if  you withdraw funds 
before you turn 59 and 
a half, you will general-
ly trigger a 10% penalty. 
Plus, you’ll be taxed on 
whatever you take out, 
thereby losing, at least 
in part, the benefits of  
tax-deferred earnings 
offered by a traditional 
IRA. (With a Roth IRA, 

you can withdraw your contributions 
free of  taxes and penalties, but the earn-
ings may be taxed and penalized if  you 
take them out before you’re 59 and a 
half.)

If  you need to withdraw funds from 
your IRA before you’re 59 and a half, 
you may be able to avoid the 10% early 
withdrawal penalty if  you meet an 
exception, such as one of  these:

Paying for college – You are allowed to 
take penalty-free withdrawals to pay for 
tuition and other qualified higher edu-
cation expenses for you, your spouse, 
children or grandchildren. However, 
since the withdrawals may be consid-
ered taxable income, they could reduce 
the student’s eligibility for financial aid.

Buying a first home – You and your 
spouse can each withdraw up to $10,000 
from your respective IRAs to buy your 
first home. To qualify as a first-time 
homebuyer, you (and your spouse) need 
to have not owned a home for the two 
years preceding your home purchase.

Having a child – Following the birth 
or adoption of  a child, you and your 
coparent can each withdraw up to $5,000 
from your respective IRA without pay-
ing the 10 percent penalty.

Covering medical expenses – You may 
be able to avoid the early withdrawal 
penalty if  you use the money to pay 
for unreimbursed medical expenses 
(for you, your spouse or dependents) 
that exceed 7.5 percent of  your adjust-
ed gross income. You may also qualify 
to take a withdrawal without penalty 
to pay for health insurance premiums 
if  you are unemployed. In the case of  
a disability, the 10 percent early with-
drawal penalty also may not apply.
These aren’t the only exceptions to the 10 
percent withdrawal penalty, but they do 
cover many of  the common reasons that 
people may consider an early withdraw-
al from their IRAs. And if  you do need to 
take an early withdrawal, consult with 
your tax advisor to determine your eligi-
bility for avoiding the 10 percent penalty.
Keep in mind, though, that you do have 
ways to potentially reduce the necessity 
of  withdrawing from your IRA early. One 
proven technique is to build an emer-
gency fund containing at least three to 
six months’ worth of  living expenses, 
with the money kept in a liquid account. 
You might also consider opening a line 
of  credit. A financial professional can 
help you explore other options, as well.
Ultimately, if  you can leave your IRA 
intact until you retire, you’ll be helping 
yourself  greatly. But if  you do need to 
tap into your account early, at least be 
familiar with the possible drawbacks – 
and how you might avoid them.

Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult your 
attorney or qualified tax advisor regard-
ing your situation.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff  Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

What to 
know about 
early IRA 
withdrawals

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

JEFF 
BURDICK
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We’ve all experienced times when 
things were going well, we were moving 
towards a goal, and suddenly things 
began to sour. A new manager may be 
putting negative pressure on you, and 
maybe a family member is constantly 
angry with you - no matter what you say 
or do, it’s wrong. 

Situations like this are most challeng-
ing. It’s hard to move forward. We lose 
the spring in our step; we let our heads 
droop down, we wonder why everything 
has to be so bad. We go home at night, 
and we dread the next day. We won-
der how it will be possible to make it 
through. 

You say your prayers and beg for a 
change; you confide in your loved ones; 

They try to help, but noth-
ing they say seems to make 
a difference. 

The positive thoughts 
become few and far 
between. You try to be posi-
tive, but with a bad attitude, 
you think to yourself, “I just 
have to keep putting one 
foot in front of  the other.” 

The fact is, things don’t always go 
the way we plan. We plan for great 
things, and then not-so-great things can 
happen. We have great expectations, 
but sometimes those expectations are 
crushed. 

When life becomes like this, it’s easy 
to get negative; It’s easy to get stuck; it’s 

easy to think things will 
always be like this.

I used to believe that 
when life gives you lemons, 
you should squirt your ene-
mies in the eye, but is that 
the best way?

Years ago, I had a job 
where everything was run-

ning smoothly; it was all under control. 
Suddenly a new manager was hired, 
and life became very different. Initially, 
I was ok with the pressure, but it became 
too much. I couldn’t stand to be at work, 
and I was distraught. It was a good job, 
and I didn’t want to leave, but I didn’t 
feel like I could deal with it any longer. 
I prayed, and I read, seeking a solution. 

I tried to change my manager, but noth-
ing seemed to work; I lost my cool. 

After some time, I realized I wasn’t 
going to change the situation, nor 
was I going to change my manager, 
but instead, I was the one who needed 
changing. 

Sometimes to overcome a problem, 
it isn’t about changing the other per-
son; it’s about changing yourself. Often 
our reaction to what’s happening is the 
problem. We have a choice. 

I’ve had family members get angry at 
me, and my reaction only made things 
worse. I’d try to show them the error of  
their ways, I’d complain to other family 
members, I’d think of  ways to change 
them, but it never worked. The only 
time things became peaceful again was 
when I changed myself  when I changed 
my reaction.  

The other person may change, but it 
usually won’t happen according to our 
time frame. When you can’t change the 
situation, it might be because it’s time 
to change your attitude and feel about 
it. 

They say everything in life is only 
for a season; is that true?

Oddly enough, when I finally adjust-
ed my attitude and gave up trying to 
change my manager and the situation, 

tary, and a society with a government in 
firm control.  They see us under Biden, 
and we look just the opposite. The head 
of  Germany, Merkel, even point blank 
asked our VP what the heck’s happen-
ing in our country. The rest of  the world 
is astounded how fast we are falling.

Then there’s the ungrateful attitude 
of  a great many of  our people. If  you 
are in America, have the best opportu-
nity to succeed if  you want to. When 
I grew up, you didn’t take handouts. 
You had pride and a work ethic. If  you 
wanted something, you were expected 
to earn it. It was instilled in you by your 
parents and everybody who knew you. 
You felt ashamed to be on the dole. You 
worked hard, and when you got it, you 
walked upright and proud. The thieves, 
liars, and cheats were looked down on. 
With the leftist socialists, that doesn’t 
seem to be the tradition they want to 
instill.  They want you to feel you are 
owed everything just for being here. 
You should expect the government to 
give you everything free. After all, it 
doesn’t cost nothing. It’s funny — these 
same people who say it don’t cost noth-
ing, do you think their giving their 
money away? Of  course not. It doesn’t 
cost nothing when they’re taking and 
spending your money. The leaders of  
the progressive movement aren’t poor, 
downtrodden paupers. You have Bernie 
with three houses and millions. You 
have Pelosi, a millionaire many times 
over. They aren’t giving their money 
away to the poor. No, they just want to 
take yours and give it away to the lazy 
ones that don’t want to work. That way, 
they can get their votes to stay in power. 
Then you have local socialists like Mr. 
Ken Kimball, who says it’s about time 
we all sacrifice our financial stability 

to provide free services to all. That’s 
great when it’s the government drain-
ing our pockets to do it. It doesn’t cost 
him anything. I wonder, when he goes to 
the store, does he give the poor cashier 
an extra $10 spot to help her out? Do 
you think he opens his house so that 
the underprivileged can take what they 
need? You and I know that answer. It’s 
a big no. That’s how a lefty socialist is.  
Everything for free as long as it doesn’t 
cost me.

Its time, America, to get back on track 
and reject the Biden socialism. It’s time 

to promote a strong work ethic so peo-
ple have pride in themselves and what 
they can do. Teach people to respect 
the rule of  law and those we put in 
charge to enforce them. Maybe require 
students to read “Profiles in Courage” 
and remember what Democrat John 
F. Kennedy famously said back in the 
early ‘60’s: “Ask not what America can 
do for you but what you can do for 
America.”

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

ROBILLARD
continued from page    A8

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
It is a longstanding tradition for peo-

ple to acquire disinformation that are 
actually allegations (he says, she says), 
and treat them like they are actual 
facts.  These have included the election 
was stolen, bamboo in paper impacts 
votes, a server in Germany is changing 
vote totals, Trump could only lose if  
there was massive fraud, dead people 
voted, people voted multiple times.

These are all allegations (accusa-
tions), and should be taken as serious-
ly as is merited. A multi-million-dollar 
audit was contracted in Arizona.  It 
was scheduled to have been completed 
in a month. It wound up being quite 
comprehensive and stretched to five 
months. The outcome was evidence 
of  fraud, but not significant enough 
to change election outcome. The dead 
person voting voted for Trump, and the 
erroneous count gained Biden votes, 
who had won without them.

I understand that many red states 
are proposing undertaking this same 
audit. For those who think deficits and 

spending should be carefully done, my 
three questions are 1) Since there is 
no Constitutional path to overturn the 
certified election, what can be gained?
2) Why would states controlled by 
GOP, whose electoral votes all favored 
Trump? Are you trying to change 
result? 3) We are talking about mega-
bucks — who is profiting from the most 
ridiculous grift in my lifetime?

Freedom is a term I believe is abused 
and mis-used more than most others. 
When I started school 68 years ago, I 
was forced to get a smallpox vaccina-
tion before I could attend. My pedi-
atrician administered the Salk polio 
vaccine as soon as available, and also 
got the Sabin sugar cube in school. We 
took disease personally and seriously, 
and revered having a science based 
defense remedy.  It is a virtual mystery 
to me why the voters who support the 
vaccinated guy who started Operation 
Warp Speed see anything rational 
about not doing it.  I lost a first cousin 
to Covid this week. I don’t yet know if  
he was vaccinated, and won›t beat that 

drum today.
Having reviewed posts and listened 

to public comments made recently, I 
have simpler subjects to explore.  Let’s 
say you have a widget (car, bike dish, 
furniture) you want to sell.  You decide 
what you will sell it for, and the gov-
ernment says your price is wrong and 
they will set it. They do involve them-
selves in utilities, where there is no 
competition, but, as far as I know, they 
exercise laisse fair and price offering 
and purchasing are private enterprise.
Why would anyone think that the pric-
ing of  any commodity is government 
controlled- like barrels of  oil? Why 
would a society that thinks $15 an hour 
is a living wage, get upset when the guy 
who grows the food, packs or trucks 
the food, or sells it to you, should not be 
allowed to inflate their pricing to cover 
those costs.  This is not rocket sci-
ence folks. Insufficient actions to keep 
pace with inflation, will, of  necessity, 
update. If  cheap comes back, so will 
starvation wages. Fortunately, many 
commodities are more reasonable than 

ever these days. Sadly, most of  them 
are made in China.

Here, we exercise capitalism — sup-
ply chain, demand issues drive the 
market. Government does not control 
these things. Those would all be in the 
purview of  other types of  government- 
not ours. Unless you want a different 
type of  government, stop holding this 
one responsible when they just are not.

A former boss had a great response 
when customers complained about 
prices.

The man asked the store owner the 
price for eggs. He responded $1.79 a 
dozen.

The man said “They only a dollar 
across the street.”

The boss said “Why didn’t you buy 
them there?”

The man said, “They were out.”
The boss said, “When we are out, 

they will be a dollar a dozen here.”

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD
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Shotgun deer season kicks off
Massachusetts’ shot-

gun deer season opened 
under less-than-ideal 
conditions! The deer 
herd in Massachusetts is 
at an all-time high. All 
deer must be checked in 
at authorized deer sta-
tion for the first week 
only. When harvesting a 
deer, and it is processed 
by a butcher shop, or it is processed by 
an experienced meat cutter, it should 
provide hunters with plenty of  venison 
for the freezer.

The Blackstone Valley has a huge 
population of  deer today, but it was not 
always that way. Hundreds of  deer hunt-
ers made the journey to Petersham and 
Hardwick, to mention a couple. Once 
you hit Worcester, it held a caravan 
of  deer hunters heading to some of  
their favorite towns to hunt in the early 
morning hours. Most diners and break-
fast shops along the way were packed 
with deer hunters. We were called flat-
landers by the locals up there.  

We all share the memories of  the ear-
lier days, but it is nice not to travel the 
sometimes two-hour journey to hunt 
deer. With gas prices soaring, a trip to 
the above-mentioned towns could cost 
many a tank of  gas. Back in the day, 
gas was as low as 10 cents a gallon, and 

rose to a huge price of  25 
cents in the ‘70’s and 

‘80s. My favorite gas 
station was at the former 
Whitin Machine Works 
garage next to the fire 
station on Main street.   

If  you are lucky 
enough to harvest a tro-
phy buck, you need to 
take special care of  the 

deer skin, if  you are planning to have 
it mounted. If  the taxidermist that you 
chose is extremely busy with other cus-
tomers’ deer pelts, you may need to 
store it in your chest freezer until he 
has room for yours. Choosing the right 
taxidermist for the job is extremely 
important. Ask for references and work 
that he has done in the last few years.

Other questions to ask for is the final 
price, and how long it will take to get 
your mount back. You should get it in 
writing! In past years, some hunters 
ended up waiting a few years before 
receiving their finished mounts, and 
some actually ended up waiting even 
longer. Some were disgusted with the 
long wait sending it to another taxider-
mist, resulting in another year or two 
to have their deer mount finished. You 
need to do your homework. The cost to 
get a good job done for your trophy buck 
could cost upwards of  $500. Never ever 

pay the taxidermist in full until you 
receive your mount. You will need to 
pay a deposit at the time that you drop 
off  your deer head and pelt.  

Black bear season in the valley opened 
this past Monday, Nov. 29, and will run 
till Dec. 11. With all of  the numerous 
bear sightings in the valley, many deer 
hunters have purchased a bear permit 
from the state at a cost of  $5.

Mass. Fish & Wildlife has a new updat-
ed site to log onto, which started Dec. 1. 
You will also notice the hike in license 
fees and permits for next year. Most per-
mits and stamps have increased from $5 
to $10, and will automatically increase 
$5 for the remaining four years.  

Wallum Lake continues to provide 
some nice trout for shore line anglers, 
and those that have not put their boats 
away for the season. One local angler 
fished from his boat on Wallum Lake 
last week and caught a couple of  18-inch 
brown trout while trolling a shiner on 
one of  his trout rigs. Anglers fishing 
from shore are also doing well, catching 
numerous rainbow trout. Ice fishing 
anglers are hopeful that there will be 
some good ice fishing this year, but you 
may need to go North if  you want a 
good season. Global warming of  planet 
earth has changed our lives forever, 
when it comes to outdoor activities in 
New England.

Take A Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending!

Photo Courtesy

This week’s photo shows a deer with awe-
some antlers, taken in Massachusetts a few 
years ago, which was displayed in the Big – E 
sportsmen’s show. Amazing!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Change yourself to change your situation

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING
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With the holidays around the cor-
ner, the focus turns to homemade pies, 
cookies and other comfort food con-
fections that conjure up fond holiday 
memories.  One of  the simple pleasures 
of  churning out home baked goods this 
time of  year is the unmistakable aroma 
of  such spices as cinnamon, nutmeg 
and ginger.   Thus, each year at this time 
I review an array of  holiday spices that 
can benefit your health as well as your 
taste buds.  Read on for some unconven-
tional ways to spice up your life as well 
as a guide to storing spices.

Note: Do not ingest spices as home 
remedies without proper medical 
supervision. Life threatening allergies, 
overdoses, and side effects can occur.

***
Nutmeg: Often sprinkled in a holi-

day eggnog or added to a meat pie, the 
nutmeg spice jar does duty beyond the 
kitchen cupboard,  from clearing a com-
plexion to promoting sweet slumber.  

According to the Encyclopedia of  
Healing Foods, a little nutmeg added to 
a glass of  warm milk can lull you off  to 
sleep in record time.

Nutmeg has also been hailed for its 
anti inflammatory properties, which 
makes it a powerful weapon in battling 
blemishes.  To zap a zit, make a paste of  
ground nutmeg and milk, and apply to 
pimple to reduce redness and swelling.

***
Cinnamon: Move over cinnamon 

toast and apple pie, the spice has a high-
er calling.  Ever since a  study published 
in the journal Diabetes Care found  half  
a teaspoon of  cinnamon daily could be 
helpful in reducing blood sugar levels 
in people with type 2 diabetes, cinna-
mon has been touted  as an additional 
dietary supplement along with conven-
tional medications to fight the disease.

The study also revealed the spice 
reduced triglyceride, LDL cholesterol, 
and total cholesterol  levels among the 
same test group.

Want more?  Research from 
Copenhagen University showed a sig-
nificant relief  in arthritis  pain when 
patients were given half  a teaspoon of  
cinnamon powder combined with one 
tablespoon of  honey every morning for 
a week.

And another study found that the 
mere act of  smelling the spice can 

boosts cognitive function and memory!
Cinnamon FYI: Microbiologists at 

Kansas State University found that add-
ing small amounts of  cinnamon to sam-
ples of  apple juice contaminated with 
E. coli bug killed most of  the bacteria. 
Just one teaspoon of  cinnamon killed 
99.5 percent of  the bacteria after three 
days at room temperature.

***  
Ginger: Ginger bread and ginger 

snaps are familiar holiday treats, but 
did you know ginger has long been 
hailed for its power to tame a tummy 
ache? It’s also a well known home reme-
dy to treat motion and sea sickness.  In 
fact, in one study, ginger was shown 
to be superior to  a commonly used 
over-the-counter and prescription drug 
for motion sickness. reducing dizziness, 
nausea, vomiting, and cold sweats.  

It’s also claimed that ginger can aid 
in relieving arthritis and sciatica pain.   

A simple Ginger tea is made by steep-
ing one or two half  inch slices of  fresh 
ginger in a cup of  hot water.   Or add 
1/8  teaspoon ground ginger powder too 
three cups of  boiling water and let steep 
for a few minutes.

Or, some people simply eat several 
pieces of  crystallized ginger to help 
relieve joint and nerve pain.

***
Allspice: Christmas pudding, mince-

meat and pumpkin pies all benefit from 
the addition of  allspice, but did you 
know your health can too?

Allspice is famous for its ability to 
relieve muscle aches and pains when 
applied topically.  To make an allspice 
poultice, mix ground allspice with 
water to form a thick paste.  Apply it to 
the body, cover with gauze and relax for 
15 to 20 minutes.

Sipping tea made from the spice can 
also be helpful in relieving menstrual 
cramps and headaches.  

Allspice berries can also be used to 
temporarily relieve toothache pain. 
Simply chew one allspice berry for 
quick relief.

***
More kitchen cupboard Rx:

Soothe a Sore Throat: To relieve a sore 
throat, squeeze one half  fresh lemon 
into one half  cup warm water. Mix one 
tablespoon of  salt and one quarter tea-
spoon of  cayenne pepper.  Gargle with 
the mixture three times per day until 
pain is relieved.  Do not swallow this 
mixture.  

This remedy, attributed to  Dr. Jane 
Guiltinan, chief  medical officer at John 

Bastyr University 
Natural Health 
Clinic in Seattle, is 
said to also relieve 
coughs and  fight 
viral infections.

***
Time to Cure 

Cough: Did you 

know Thyme may help reduce cough-
ing due to a cold?  Make up thyme tea 
by adding a teaspoon of  crushed thyme 
to one half  cup of  boiling water. Allow 
to steep for ten minutes, then strain and 
sip.  As a bonus studies suggest that 
thyme can help maintain brain func-
tion and promote heart health.

***
Halt a Headache: Cayenne pepper is a 

proven pain reliever, especially for head-
aches.  It is said cayenne dilates blood 
vessels to improve circulation.  Before 
you reach for a pain killer, you might 
want to try this: Mix one half  teaspoon 
cayenne pepper in six ounces of  water 
and drink slowly.

***
Cut Congestion: For generations, cay-

enne has been used as a remedy to clear 
a head cold and relieve congestion and 
sinus pain.  All it takes is a dash or two 
of  cayenne powder in a cup of  hot tea 
(preferably with honey and lemon) to 
do the trick!

**
All of  us likely have some aging spic-

es in the back of  the pantry shelf.  To 
use or not to use, that is the ques-
tion!   For some specific guidance on 
when spices expire, here is a round-up 
of  expiration dates of  common spices, 
courtesy of wideopeneats.com:

Allspice: Ground and dried allspice 
lasts about two to three years.

Basil: Fresh basil lasts about five to 
seven days, while ground and dried 
lasts about two to three years.

Bay leaves: Fresh bay leaves last 
about five to seven days, while ground 
and dried bay leaves last about two to 
three years.

Black pepper: Ground and dried black 
pepper last for about two to three years, 
while whole peppercorns last about five 
to six years.

Cayenne pepper: Fresh cayenne lasts 
about five to seven days, while ground 
cayenne pepper lasts about two to three 
years. Like paprika, cayenne pepper 
will last longer in the refrigerator, 
though it’s not required.

Chili powder: Ground chili powder 
lasts about two to three years.

Cilantro: Fresh cilantro lasts about 
five to seven days, while ground and 
dried lasts about two to three years.

Cinnamon: Ground and dried cinna-
mon last about two to three years.

Cloves: Fresh cloves last about five 
to seven days, while ground and dried 
cloves last for two to three years. Whole 
cloves last four to five years.

Coriander: Ground and dried corian-

der lasts for two to three years.
Cream of  Tartar: Ground and dried 

cream of  tartar last about two to three 
years.

Cumin: Ground cumin lasts about 
two to three years.

Dill: Fresh dill lasts about five to 
seven days, while ground dill lasts 
about two to three years.

Garlic: Fresh garlic lasts for four to 
six months, while ground and dried 
garlic each last about two to three years.

Italian Seasoning: Ground and dried 
Italian Seasoning lasts for about two to 
three years.

Jalapeños: Fresh jalapeños last for 
about five to seven days, while ground 
and dried will last about two to three 
years.

Mint: Fresh mint lasts about seven to 
10 days, while ground and dried mint 
last for about one to three years.

Mustard: Fresh mustard, not the con-
diment, lasts for about five to seven 
days. Ground and dried mustard, on the 
other hand, lasts for about two to three 
years.

Nutmeg: Ground and dried nutmeg 
last for about two to three years.

Onions: Fresh onions last for about 
five to seven days, while dried and 
ground onion powder lasts for about 
two to three years.

Oregano: Fresh oregano lasts about 
five to seven days, while ground and 
dried oregano last about two to three 
years.

Paprika: Dried and ground paprika 
last about two to three years.

Parsley: Fresh parsley will last about 
five to seven days, while ground and 
dried will last about two to three years.

Pumpkin Pie Spice: Ground pumpkin 
pie spice will last about two to three 
years.

Rosemary: Fresh rosemary will last 
about 10 to 14 days in the refrigerator, 
while dried and ground rosemary will 
last about one to three years.

Sage: Fresh sage will keep about 10 to 
14 days in the refrigerator, while dried 
sage leaves will last about one to three 
years. Ground sage will last about three 
to four years.

Salt: Table salt keeps indefinitely, just 
like kosher salt and sea salt.

Steak Seasoning: Bottled or bulk 
steak seasoning will last about one to 
two years.

Taco Seasoning: Packets of  taco sea-
soning will last about two to three years.

Thyme: Fresh thyme will last about 
10 to 14 days in the refrigerator, while 
ground and dried thyme will last about 
three to four years.

Turmeric: Ground turmeric will last 
about three to four years.

Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 
House – Contest has resumed!

Your tips can win you a great three 
course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters?  If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, PO 
Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. Or 
email KDRR@aol.com.  Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for 
two at the historic Publick House Inn.

I hope everyone had a happy 
Thanksgiving and is enjoying the start 
of  the holiday season. There have been 
many antiques, collectibles and 
auction related news reports 
since my last recap over a 
month ago, so it’s time to get 
caught up. 

In local news, our recent 
Webster auction of  Corvettes, 
boats, car parts and estate 
items was very successful. A 
1962 Corvette brought the high-
est amount at $30,000.

In global news, Reuters 
reports that a rare manuscript 
by Albert Einstein recently sold 
at auction. The 54-page man-
ual was written by Einstein 
and Swiss physicist Michele 
Besso, who was Einstein’s close 
friend and academic partner. 
According to Reuters, the man-
uscript offered insights on Einstein’s 
theory of  relativity “that laid the 
groundwork for modern cosmology and 
technology such as GPS navigation.” 
The document was created by the pair 
between 1913 and 1914 and Einstein’s 
theory of  relativity was published 
in 1915. Documents by Einstein from 
before 1919 are considered very rare. 
The pre-auction estimate was 2 to 3 mil-

lion euros. It sold for 11.7 million euros 
($13.17 million U.S.).

Elsewhere, the holidays just got a 
little brighter for a fan of  the 
movie “Elf.” The outfit Will 
Ferrell wore while playing 
Buddy the Elf  just sold at an 
auction along with over 1,000 
additional pieces of  Hollywood 
memorabilia. The Buddy cos-
tume had an auction estimate 
of  between $27,600 and $41,000. 
An unidentified buyer paid 
almost ten times that estimate 
when it sold for nearly $300,000. 
The volleyball from the Tom 
Hanks movie “Cast Away” sold 
for even more at $388,750.

Another recent article tells 
the story of  a London-based 
dealer who spotted a rare jade 
figure in a New York auction, 
as reported by England’s Daily 

Mail. In his 2005 book, Geoffrey Munn 
wrote about Fabergé dealers Wartski. 
One of  the objects he discussed was 
a jade T-Rex dinosaur created by Carl 
Fabergé. The piece is believed to have 
been created for Russian Emperor 
Nicholas II. Munn and other experts 
believed that the carving was lost for-
ever until Munn recently spotted it for 
sale at a New York auction house. Prior 

to going to auction, the piece had been 
on display in a local family’s cabinet for 
40 years. It’s believed that a child who 
played with it broke and lost two arms 
on the dinosaur. Despite the damage, 
the T-Rex surged past the $800 to $1,200 
estimate to sell for over $81,000. Experts 
think that without damaged arms it 
could have brought over $300,000. I’m 
happy to learn that the dinosaur that 
went missing for all of  this time wasn’t 
extinct.

We are currently cataloging the next 
model railroad, die-cast cars and models 
auction which go live this month. We 

are also currently accepting consign-
ments of  higher value antiques and 
collectibles for our next multi-estate 
auction. Sterling silver, gold jewelry, 
coins, antique paintings, old comic 
books, baseball cards and advertising 
items are just some of  the items we are 
accepting on consignment for that sale.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com

ATTORNEY

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child 

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562
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Add a small-scale living evergreen to 
your holiday celebrations. Consider one 
that is suitable for growing indoors so 
you can enjoy it throughout the year.

The Lemon Cypress makes a great 
miniature holiday tree, centerpiece, or 
gift for a friend. The fragrant char-
treuse foliage of  this dwarf  evergreen 
continues to brighten your winter décor 
long after the holidays are over. You can 
find them as topiaries or in their more 
natural pyramidal form.

Grow them in a sunny window and 
turn the plants occasionally to ensure 
all parts receive equal sunlight and 
grow evenly. You’ll have the best results 
if  you keep your plant in a cool location 
free of  cold and hot air drafts.

Water your mini holiday tree when-
ever the top few inches of  soil are dry. 

Wait until spring when plants begin to 
actively grow and need a nutrient boost 
before applying fertilizer.

The Norfolk Island pine has long been 
a favorite of  indoor gardeners. Its pine-
like appearance makes it a great holi-
day tree.  Add a bit of  garland and a few 
small ornaments for a festive effect.

Grow this plant in a cool, well-lit 
location free of  drafts of  hot and cold 
air. Avoid dry air and soil to keep the 
needles and branches green, flexible, 
and healthy. Water thoroughly whenev-
er the soil is just slightly moist. Boost 
the humidity around this and other 
plants with a gravel tray. Place peb-
bles and water in the saucer. Set the 
pot on the pebbles above the water. As 
the water evaporates, it increases the 
humidity around the plant.

Switch out the ornaments when cel-
ebrating other holidays. Use hearts for 
Valentine’s Day, eggs for Easter and 
orange lights for Halloween.

Rosemary wreath and tree topiaries 
are festive as well as fragrant and edi-
ble. Give the leaves a pet to enjoy the 
fragrance and lift your spirits. Or pluck 
a sprig to add welcome flavor to your 
winter meals and beverages.

Rosemary was as popular a Christmas 
plant as mistletoe and holly until the 
20th Century. It’s not clear why this 

plant fell out of  favor, but it is growing 
in popularity as a holiday plant. You 
can find it in many garden centers and 
florists this time of  year.

Rosemary represents love and 
remembrance, a great sentiment to 
share during the holidays. Growing 
Rosemary indoors can be challenging. 
Don’t let past failures stop you from try-
ing. Just keep experimenting until you 
find the location and maintenance rou-
tine that keeps your Rosemary thriving. 
If  the plant turns brown, move it out of  
sight to the back of  your indoor garden. 
It still smells good when you give it a pet 
and no one, but you will know.

Change things up this season with the 
addition of  one or more of  these indoor 
evergreen trees. They are sure to bright-
en your spirits and holiday décor.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 

DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
melindamyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
Three indoor trees for the holidays

Photo Courtesy

Norfolk Island pine makes a great indoor 
holiday tree especially when combined with 
holiday plants or decorated with garland and 
small ornaments.

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages
Attics • Whole Houses

WANT IT GONE? 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
401-578-4501

To advertise in 
The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062  

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99

DECEMBER SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
$50.00

Synthetic 
Oil Change
$49.99

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car 

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

APPLIANCES

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands Sales & Service

Family owned & operated since 1978. 
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Now Selling 
WEBER Grills 

Instant Financing Available

Dave’s Appliance Inc.

Your Ad 
Here

Your Ad 
Here

ed my attitude and gave up trying to 
change my manager and the situation, 
when I accepted that I was the one that 
needed changing and I took steps to let 
go and become flexible, my manager 
was fired. 

After reading that, I know some of  
you are going to change real fast! Don’t 
get your hopes up! Ha-ha!

When he was gone, I missed him. 
I realized how much he had changed 
me and what valuable life lessons I 
learned in the process. 

Everything in life is only for a sea-
son; whatever you’re going through 
won’t last forever; soon, you’ll be in a 
new season with new challenges. Make 
the most of  each season. Allow the sea-
son to change you; it will prepare you 
for the next season. 

Gandhi said, “…as a man changes 
his own nature, so does the attitude of  
the world change towards him….” Is 
that true? 

Try it and see. 

MOORE
continued from page    A9

If  you are a family in need or know 
a family in need, please contact Debbie 
Morgan 508-341-3205.  Unwrapped 
toys can be left at the Memorial Town 
Complex in East Brookfield, East 
Brookfield Fire Station, Brookfield Fire 
Station or Library. Monetary donations 
can be mailed to Toys for Joy, P.O. Box 

575, East Brookfield, MA 01515.  This 
program supports both Brookfield & 
East Brookfield families.

Donna Neylon $30.00
St. Johns Parish $45.00
George & Louise Woodard $50.00
Lisa/Herbert Chaffee $75.00

Robert/Jean Bain $100.00
Brookfields’ Lions Club $250.00
Howe Lumber Co., Inc. $250.00

Toys for Joy Committee of  East 
Brookfield/Brookfield

Donna & Roger Lafleur
Debbie Morgan 

The following is a summary of the donations to date for 
the East Brookfield/Brookfield Toys for Joy program.  
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TOWN OF WEST BROOKFIELD
LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Chapter 138, Section 15, a 
public hearing will be held on Tues-
day, December 14, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
in the Lower-Level Meeting Room, 2 
East Main Street, West Brookfield, 
MA on the application for a Change 
of Manager at Country Corner Citgo, 
Inc, d/b/a Country Corner from Peter 
J. Mckearney, 118 West Main Street, 
West Brookfield, MA 01585 to Timothy 
S. Reeves, 118 West Main Street, West 
Brookfield, MA  01585. The property is 
also known as Parcel ID#, Map 37, Lot 
41.  
The public is invited to attend with any 
comments or concerns.
November 26, 2021
December 3, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Stephen Natale to 
Fairfield Financial Mortgage Group, 
Inc., dated January 27, 2003 and re-
corded in Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
28835, Page 134 (the “Mortgage”) of 
which mortgage NewRez LLC d/b/a 
Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing is the 
present holder by Assignment from 
Fairfield Financial Mortgage Group, 
Inc., its successors and assigns to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration Sys-
tem, Inc its successors and assigns 
dated January 27, 2003 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
29419, Page 183, and Assignment 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc its successors and as-
signs to GMAC Mortgage LLC dated 
March 24, 2009 and recorded at said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 44032, 
Page 2, and Assignment from RES-
CAP Liquidating Trust, as Successor 
in Interest to GMAC Mortgage LLC to 
Ditech Financial LLC dated December 
12, 2017 and recorded at said Regis-
try of Deeds in Book 58177, Page 9, 
and Assignment from Ditech Financial 
LLC to New Residential Mortgage, LLC 
dated January 17, 2020 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
61764, Page 28, and Assignment from 
New Residential Mortgage, LLC to Ne-

wRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing dated October 28, 2020 and 
recorded at said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 63653, Page 382, for breach of 
conditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same, the 
mortgaged premises located at 106 
Haywood Drive, East Brookfield, MA 
01515 will be sold at a Public Auction 
at 2:00 PM on December 22, 2021, at 
the mortgaged premises, more partic-
ularly described below, all and singular 
the premises described in said mort-
gage, to wit:
The land with the buildings thereon 
in the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, County of Worcester, Town of 
East Brookfield, shown as Lot #10 on 
a plan entitled “Bay Pathe Estates” by 
John C. Miller, dated February 1979 
revised August 1989 and recorded 
at the Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds, Plan Book 469, Plan 55 and 
bounded and described as follows:
BEGINNING at the most north-
westerly corner of the prem-
ises herein to be described;
THENCE S. 77 degrees 43’ 25” E., 
a distance of 180.00 feet to a point;
THENCE S. 12 degrees 16’ 35” W., 
a distance of 125.00 feet to a point;
THENCE N. 77 degrees 43’ 25” W., 
a distance of 180.00 feet to a point;
THENCE N. 12 degrees 16’ 
35” E., a distance of 125.00 
feet to the point of beginning.
Lot #10 contains 22,500 
square feet more or less.
Subject to a Declaration of Restrictive 
Covenants dated March 16, 1988 and re-
corded with the Worcester District Reg-
istry of Deeds Book 11193, Page 254.
Being the same premises conveyed 
to the herein named mortgagor (s) by 
deed recorded with Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds herewith. INSTR. 
21417
For mortgagor’s title see deed record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
28835, Page 132.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 

all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qual-
ify as a bidder (the mortgage holder 
and its designee(s) are exempt from 
this requirement); high bidder to sign 
written Memorandum of Sale upon ac-
ceptance of bid; balance of purchase 
price payable by certified check in thir-
ty (30) days from the date of the sale 
at the offices of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 900 Chelms-
ford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA or 
such other time as may be designated 
by mortgagee.  The description for the 
premises contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mort-
gage Servicing
Korde & Associates, P.C.
900 Chelmsford Street
Suite 3102
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Natale, Stephen, 18-032165
November 26, 2021
December 3, 2021
December 10, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO21C0529CA 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:

Macie Hope Madelle
A Petition to Change Name of Minor 
has been filed by Macie Hope Madelle  
of East Brookfield MA
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:
Macie Hope Keans 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 

12/21/2021. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 16, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

December 3, 2021

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

21 SM 001476
ORDER OF NOTICE

To:
Harold Rondeau and Kristian Ron-
deau
and to all persons entitled to the benefit 
of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
50 U.S.C. App. § 501 et seq. 
Jeffrey S. Rodman, Trustee of Plan 
Investment Trust 
claiming to have an interest in a Mort-
gage covering real property in Spen-
cer, Massachusetts known as 108 Pax-
ton Road given by Jeffrey S. Rodman, 
Trustee of Plan Investment Trust dated 
December 8, 2021 and recorded with 
the Worcester South District Registry 
of Deeds in Book 58162, Page 1 has 
filed with this court a complaint for 
determination of Defendants’ Service-
members status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the Unit-
ed States of America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the Service-
members Civil Relief Act.  If you object 
to a foreclosure of the above mentioned 
property on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written appearance 
and answer in this court at Three Pem-
berton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on 
or before December 27, 2021 or you 
may lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of non-
compliance with the Act.
Witness, Gordon H. Piper, Chief Jus-
tice of said Court on this 12 day of No-
vember, 2021.
Attest: Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
December 3, 2021

LEGALS

LEICESTER HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
LEICESTER — Leicester 

High School has released its 
honor roll for the first quarter 
of  the 2021-2022 school year.

High Honors
Grade 12: High Honors: 

Brett Connor Carroll, Karloz 
Ariel Castillo, Thomas Jay 
Heffernan, Morgan Leigh 
Merrell, Zavier Paul Morales, 
Kailyn Amade Orrell, Morgan 
Ava Smith, Julianna Angelis 
Torres

Grade 11: Ayden James 
Beique, Abigail Virginia 
Bernabei, Nicole Margaret 
Blais-Bennett, Tyler Jeffrey 
Herron, Annie Jordan Hunt, 
Ariana Mae Levitan, Ana 
Gabriella Ruggieri, Ella Juliet 
Wells

Grade 10: Molly Rose Baker, 
Chloe Bea Bouchard, Madison 
Dae Burkhead, Anthony Diego 
Coll, Hannah Raine Collette, 
Charolette Grace Libby-Toler, 
Nora Katherine Oliver, William 
Everett Panepinto, Gabrielle 

Marie Pietri
Grade 9: Kayla Rose 

Bouchard, Dylan Paul Delage, 
Ryan Sidney Delage, Kathryn 
Vera Dolimount, Vivian Jayne 
Giles, Sedona Marie Richard, 
Elizabeth Janel Sosa

Honors
Grade 12: Kayla Ann Alves, 

Michael James Barbato, 
Mrianda Gabriel Bartley, 
Evan Riley Benoit, Riley Rose 
Boisvert, Livia Ruth Bonzey, 
Sarah Ann Brouillard, Erin 
Katherine Brown, Paiten 
Anne Bulak, Ava Dorothy 
Butkiewicus, Timothy 
Robert Cehon, Richard 
Joseph Cichowski, Jordan 
Jocelyn Clarke, Meghan 
Mary Connolly, Miles Arwen 
DiMeglio, Victoria Yachiyo 
Ditaranto, Alyssa Jane Fling, 
Morgan Elizabeth Flodman, 
Christina Doreen Gambaccini, 
Paige Marie Gaudet, Erin 
Nicole Gerber, Alexis Kathleen 
Goodney, Grace Nancy Guinee, 

Matthew James Heffernan, 
Deanna Marie Herbert, 
Abigail Fay Johnson, Kayla 
Jade Kobel, Seth David Larson, 
Madison Elizabeth Leith, Kyle 
Robert Lepard, Madelyne 
Marie Libby-Toler, Kristopher 
Glen Lopriore, Casey Lynn 
Macaruso, Allyson Janine 
Mahoney, Michael David 
Mero, Theodore James Miller, 
Abigail Theresa Morrison, 
Shannon Marie Moynagh, 
Justin Kamau Muturi, Cole 
Benjamin Parke, Julia Moreira 
Pereira, Lindsey Grace Salek, 
Timothy Campbell St. John, 
Kyle Edward Stapel, Jane Mary 
Toohil, Shannon Elizabeth 
Tuson, Brady Everett Olney 
White, Lindsey James Wickson

Grade 11: Sofia Isabella Acero, 
Olivia Nicole Beltran, Danielle 
Esther Birchett, Mashayla Naa 
Boatemaa, Haillee Elizabeth 
Breault, Kathy Cai, Ayva Gail 
Connor, Jonathan Stephen 
Dahlgren, Cole James Delage, 
Sophia Diana Gallati, Nakita 

Marie Grammatic, Annalisa 
Renee Hair, Eleanor Marie 
Hills, Steven Michael Jyringi, 
Anthony Santos Kobel, Deven 
James Kularski, Izabella 
Valentina Kulla, Hailey Regina 
Lazarevic, Sean Van Le, 
Molly Shae Ledbetter, Jaedyn 
Delanney Levine, Derek 
Joseph Mahoney, Jason Todd 
Milgate, Rhyen Marie Perry, 
Erick David Portillo Munoz, 
Hunter James Prokopowich, 
Grace Abigail Reinke, Tanisha 
Marie Rodriguez, Andy Elias 
Vega

Grade 10: Jacob George 
Altman, Caden Joseph Birtz, 
Grace April Bujak, Kiara Aileen 
Cavanagh, Michael James 
Connly, Michelle Angelina 
Darcri, Ashlyn Ella Deary, Ace 
Madison Delgado, Matthew 
Walter Direnzo, Elizabeth Rose 
Gallagher, Mason Thomas 
Griffiths, Gia Louise Gully, 
Patrick David Harrington, 
Jasmine Nevaeh Hunter, Abbi 
Rain Lane, Meghan Kim Le, 

Logan Nicholas Mandella, 
Jessica Marie McCarthy, 
Jasmine Elise Ngo, Vincent 
Duy Nguyen, Jayla Elizabeth 
O’Neal, Connor Stephen 
Parke, Logan Philip Potter, 
Paige Elizabeth Robidoux, 
Adam Joseph Skoglund, 
Gabrielle Rose Stuart, Laylah 
May Summers, James Daniel 
Sweeney, Till Robert Wiebel

Grade 9: Sean Patrick Alves, 
James Eldon Colonies-Kelley, 
Jacob Anthony Cruz, Jason 
George Fournier, Alexis 
Kathleen Herbert, Kyle 
Normand Huff, Benjamin 
Paul LaPointe, Jack Alexander 
Ledbetter, Madeline Rose 
Milionis, Alexander Lucas 
Ngo, Coddan Nguyen, Nicole 
Huynh-Anh-Thu Nguyen, 
Gia Snyder Norcia, Jordan 
Mackenzie Patterson, Nya Rain 
Santana, Jenna Louise Savoie, 
Ella Grace Smith, Shawn Aiden 
Wells, Molly Brooke White

Leicester police receive funding for body cameras
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – The police department 
has received state funding to implement 
body-worn cameras by next summer.

Last month, the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of  Public Safety and 
Security (EOPSS) announced several 
police departments as recipients of  cap-
ital budget funds. The majority of  the 
funding will be used to purchase body-
worn cameras.

Local law enforcement leaders and 
legislators are praising the funding for 
cameras. 

“Body-worn cameras have become an 
integral part of  the law enforcement 
community and serve as an important 
tool for the officers who wear them,” 
said Sen. Michael Moore. “Despite their 
usefulness, they are expensive pieces 
of  equipment, and so I am very pleased 
that the Leicester Police Department 
has been provided this funding from 
EOPSS, as it will assist them in provid-
ing more cameras for their officers.”

Leicester has been awarded $40,845, 
which was administered by the EOPSS 
Office of  Grants and Research (OGR).

LPD Chief  Kenneth Antanavica and 
his team are currently going through 
the process of  ordering equipment. The 
Chief  expects the new cameras to be 
launched by the summer of  2022 or 
sooner.

“The Leicester Police Department 

would like to extend its gratitude for 
the funding awarded by the Executive 
Office of  Public Safety and Security’s 
Office of  Grants and Research to insti-
tute a body-worn camera program,” 
said Antanavica. 

LPD leaders said the new cameras 
will add another layer of  transparency 
while augmenting officer safety.

“Body-worn cameras are a ubiqui-
tous topic in this dynamic era of  mod-
ern-day policing,” added Antanavica. 
“These body cameras are a preeminent 
necessity for department transparency 
and accountability, but just as impor-
tantly, an increase to officer safety and 
real-time accurate facts surrounding 
an event. The police officers of  this 
department are professional, proficient, 
and lead with veracity. The capability to 
institute a body-worn camera program 
will advance this police department in 
its dedication to serving the citizens of  
Leicester and the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts.”

The state funding is part of  a $20 
million package of  capital funding that 
will be made available over the next five 
years for local police departments to 
solicit grant funds to implement body-
worn cameras.

In total, the OGR is assisting 64 munic-
ipal police departments statewide this 
year, with funds totaling more than $4 
million. Individual police departments 
will now use the funds to purchase 2,859 

body-worn cameras.
By the end of  next year, the total num-

ber of  Massachusetts officers equipped 
with body cameras is expected to sur-
pass 3,600.

“I can’t think of  a department more 
deserving than the Leicester Police 
Department to receive this grant award,” 

said State Rep. David LeBoeuf, who 
serves Leicester and Worcester. “The 
use and implementation of  body-worn 
cameras by Chief  Antanavica and his 
team will certainly lead to best practic-
es that will inform the Commonwealth 
as we continue to advance enhanced, 
pragmatic public safety policies.”

Katheryn Stapel named 
to Dean’s List at 
Stonehill College

EASTON — Katheryn Stapel, of  
Leicester, a member of  the Class of  
2024, has been named to the Spring 2021 
Dean’s List at Stonehill College.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, stu-
dents must have a semester grade point 
average of  3.50 or better and must have 
completed successfully all courses for 
which they were registered.

Stonehill is a Catholic college 
located near Boston on a beauti-
ful 384-acre campus in Easton, 
Massachusetts. With a student-facul-
ty ratio of 12:1, the College engages 
over 2,500 students in 80+ rigorous 
academic programs in the liberal 
arts, sciences, and pre-profession-
al fields. The Stonehill community 

helps students to develop the knowl-
edge, skills, and character to meet 
their professional goals and to live 
lives of purpose and integrity.

About Stonehill College
Stonehill College, a Catholic institu-

tion of  higher learning, was founded by 
the Congregation of  Holy Cross in 1948. 
Located on the beautiful 384-acre campus 
and former estate of  Frederick Lothrop 
Ames in North Easton, Massachusetts, 
it is a community of  scholarship and 
faith, anchored by a belief  in the inher-
ent dignity of  each person.

Through more than 100 academic 
programs in the liberal arts, scienc-
es, business and pre-professional field, 
Stonehill College provides an education 
of  the highest caliber that fosters criti-
cal thinking, free inquiry and the inter-
change of  ideas for over 2,500 students.

Stonehill College educates the whole 
person so that each Stonehill gradu-
ate thinks, acts and leads with courage 
toward the creation of  a more just and 
compassionate world.
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carrots, squash, green beans, bread, 
cranberry sauce, and plenty of  desserts 
provided by local residents. 

Special thanks is also offered to 
Father Robert Loftus, of  St. Joseph-
St. Pius Parish, for purchasing four 
fresh turkeys. Additional volunteers 
taking part in the effort include State 
Representative David LeBoeuf, Karl 
Solomon, Diane Calvano, and many 
others who helped prepare the meals 

for delivery.
“Thank you also goes to others in our 

community who arrived on the scene 
and provided ample desserts for our 
elderly clients,” Cloutier added. “I want 
to personally thank my staff, who were 
here and have been busy making cer-
tain that those who have been displaced 
are well taken care of.”

Senior Center outreach coordinator 
Nancy Lamb was among those who 
arrived early on Thanksgiving morning 
to assist. She has since worked with 

THANKSGIVING
continued from page    A1

Hi! My name is Arianna 
and I love ballet!

Arianna is a sweet and lik-
able girl who likes to dance; 
she especially loves ballet 
and participates in ballet recit-
als every year. She does very 
well with her peers and is able 
to build and maintain healthy 
relationships.

Legally freed for adoption, 
Arianna would thrive in a fam-
ily of any constellation, either 
with or without other children 
in the home, that is able to 
provide her with a stable and 
consistent environment. An 
ideal family for Arianna will be 
able to continue the services 

she has in place to address her academic and social/emotional needs. 
Arianna has established a supportive relationship with her maternal aunt, 
which a family must help maintain after placement

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.
mareinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a 
permanent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Arianna
Age 14

Card Of �anks
I wish to say �ank You to the following:
Kevin Madrazo for standing by my side, his sister Deb 
Waugh for the food, my brother Tim DeSantis for 
everything, my sister Tana Valois, and my good friends 
Missy Cassavant and Janet Pasternack for all their help. 
�ank you to Glenn Waugh and all the members of the 
American Legion Post 41 North Brook�eld for the use of 
the hall; Depot Square Deli in East Brook�eld for prepping 
the food, and Appleblossoms in Spencer for the beautiful 
�owers. �ank you to the Bafaro family and all the 
employees of JJ Bafaro Company, and family and friends 
near and far. �ank you to Shawn’s amazing friends near 
and far for the condolences, cards, gi�s, the stories of 
how my son Shawn touched their lives. I’d like to say a 
special thank you to Andrew Ciullo for Shawn’s Sous Chef 
uniform. Also, thank you to Mike Pillsbury of Pillsbury 
Funeral Home for making all the arrangements.

A thousand THANK YOUS to you all.  God Bless.

Sincerely,
Sherry House Lemay

OBITUARIES
West Brookfield - Elaine A. Nydam, 

75, of  West Brookfield, died on Monday, 
November 22, 2021 at her home.  

She leaves her 
daughters, Elaine 
A. Landry and her 
husband Joseph of  
West Brookfield, and 
Michelle Nydam-
Thompson and her 
husband Joseph of  
West Brookfield and 
her son, Raymond 

C. Nydam, Jr. of  Worcester. She also 
leaves her brother, Michael Cloutier, 
her sister, Barbara O’Keefe,  grand-
children, Jennifer, Heather, Melissa, 
Shayna, Raymond, and Marion, and her 
great-grandchildren, Caleb and Owen.  

She was born in Worcester, daugh-
ter of  the late John B. and Josephine 
(Crespin) Cloutier.

Elaine worked as a Jewelery Clerk in 
the Distribution Center for TJ Maxx for 
several years.  

She enjoyed playing board games, 
bird watching and the beach.  She was 
often visible in town, walking with her 
push cart along Main Street, and the 
common. 

At her request, funeral services will 
be held privately.  

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assist-
ing her family with arrangements.  

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com  

Elaine A. Nydam, 75
BROOKFIELD – Robert J. 

Beauregard, 96, passed away Thursday, 
November 17, 2021 at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital in Worcester after a brief  ill-
ness. 

He leaves his chil-
dren, Eileen (Ernest) 
Giard, R. Paul 
Beauregard, Diane 
(Jacob) Carpenter 
and daughter-in-law 
Beverly Beauregard; 
step-children Dorinda 
(Thomas) Gorski, 
Phillip Smith, James 

(Diane) Smith, and Cynthia Smith and 
his special friend Betty; grandchildren 
Scott, Joseph and Christine Beauregard 
and Kerri and Joshua Carpenter 
and great grandchildren Emma 
and Caroline Beauregard, Garrett, 
Matthew, Zachary and Kayli Carpenter, 
Kody Turner, and Samantha, Simon, 
Jacob, Joshua and Jonathon Carpenter. 
He is predeceased by his wife, Ruth, his 
son Roland, his parents Joseph and Ida 
and 7 brothers and 8 sisters. 

He grew up on a farm in West 
Brookfield and farming was always 
in his blood. He worked for H. P. Hood 
picking up milk at local farmers until 
they closed. He bought the milk route 
and also branched out to a larger truck-
ing business until he retired. After he 
retired, he had to have something to do, 
so he drove school buses and he enjoyed 

the interaction with the young chil-
dren. He enjoyed cutting and splitting 
wood well into his 90’s, playing cards, 
spaghetti suppers, antique car, tractor 
and truck shows and tractor pulls. He 
had the gift of  gab and he never met a 
stranger that did not become a friend. 

He was a remarkable man. A person 
that worked hard all his life and helped 
anyone that he could. He had a remark-
able memory and was a great story 
teller and a keeper of  family history, a 
lover of  life and someone who rejoiced 
in a job well done. He especially trea-
sured not only hard work for his entire 
life, but good times with family and 
friends. He kept his family history alive 
for all of  us. He was simple, hard-work-
ing and honest. He lived his life to the 
fullest and leaves us all better off  for 
having known and loved him. 

Calling hours will be held on 
Wednesday, December 8,2021 from 
5-7PM in Pillsbury Funeral Home 3 West 
Brookfield Rd. Brookfield. The funeral 
will be held on Thursday, December 
9, 2021 with a Mass at 11AM in Our 
Lady of  the Sacred Heart Church 22 
West Main St. West Brookfield. Burial 
will be private. Donations may be 
made in his name to the American 
Heart Association PO Box 840692 
Dallas,TX.75284-0692. For an online trib-
ute please visit: Pillsburyfuneralhome.
com

Robert J. Beauregard, 96

NORTH OXFORD – Suzanne T. 
(Marin) Morin, 83, of  Old Merriam 
Road, died Wednesday, November 
24, 2021, at St. Vincent Hospital in 

Worcester.  She is sur-
vived by her husband 
of  56 years, Donald 
P. Morin of  North 
Oxford; three chil-
dren, Donald P. Morin 
II and his wife Laima 
of  Weston, FL, Mark P. 
Morin of  Woodbridge, 
VA, and Michelle T. 

Elliott and her husband Michael of  
Spencer, MA; six grandchildren, 
Madeleine M. Morin, Thomas V. Morin, 
Nathanial D. Elliott, Christopher J. 
Elliott, Logan J. Morin, and Madison 
V. Morin; her brother-in-law, David E. 
Morin of  North Oxford; and several 
nephews and nieces.  She was born in 
Worcester, daughter of  the late Valmore 
A. and Glorina C. (St. Germain) Marin, 
and lived in Worcester before moving 
to Oxford in 1964.  She graduated from 
Holy Name High School in Worcester, 
and received her bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree equivalent from Anna 
Maria College in Paxton.

Mrs. Morin was a 5th grade teacher 
at Oxford Public Schools for 27 years, 
retiring in 2001.  Previously, she was 
a school teacher in Boylston and West 
Boylston.  She was a member of  St. 
Ann’s Church in North Oxford and was 
a member of  the baked goods commit-
tee at the church.  She was a member 
of  the St. Anne Society at Anna Maria 
College and volunteered at St. Louis 
School in Webster.  Mrs. Morin was a 
Friend of  the Smithsonian, a member 
of  the Mount Vernon Society, and vol-
unteered for N.E.A.D.S. in Princeton.
She loved history, archeology, and 
spending time with her family and 
grandchildren.

A funeral was held on Monday, 
November 29, 2021, from Paradis-
Givner Funeral Home, 357 Main St., 
Oxford, followed by a Mass at 10 a.m. at 
St. Ann’s Church, 652 Main St., North 
Oxford.  Burial will follow at St. Roch’s 
Cemetery in Oxford.  Calling hours 
were Sunday, November 28, 2021, from 
4-6 p.m. at the funeral home.  In lieu of  
flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to N.E.A.D.S. Inc., P.O. Box 
1100, Princeton, MA 01541.

Suzanne T. Morin, 83

Tim Morin, 66, of  N. Brookfield 
passed away at home on November 6th 
from mantle cell lymphoma.

He leaves his wife 
of  44 years, Anne, 
two daughters, Sara 
Levia and her hus-
band Del of  Maryland 
and Caroline Morin 
of  Warren, and 
four grandchil-
dren, Nathaniel, 
Patrick, and Owen 

Levia and Lauren Gassnola. He also 
leaves his siblings, Kathy Mundell of  
W Virginia, Paul and Ray Morin both 

of  N Brookfield, William Morin of  
Holden and Maryellen Crevier also of  
N Brookfield.

Tim was a loving, fun husband and 
father. He will be greatly missed. He 
enjoyed family gatherings, good food, 
travel, hot rods, shooting sports and 
loved life in general. He will be greatly 
missed.

There will be a funeral mass 
December 11th at 9am at St John the 
Baptist in E Brookfield. Donations may 
be made to the N Brookfield Rescue 
Squad, Springfield Rescue Mission or 
St. Judes.

Tim Morin, 66

everyone that made a 
donation,” said Melody 
Miller, the manager of  
AA Transportation’s 
East Brookfield divi-
sion. “Even though the 
temperatures were very 
cold on Saturday, AA 
Transportation staff  
stayed out there and col-
lected hundreds of  toys 
for area children this 
year.”

In Spencer, AA once 
again worked with the 
David Prouty High 
School Band. The bus 
was parked in front of  
DPHS, and all toys col-
lected will be distributed 
to needy families.

“We deeply appre-
ciate and value the 
professional relation-
ship we share with AA 
Transportation. It is 
because of  our shared 
commitment to southern 
Worcester County and the 
communities of  Spencer 
and East Brookfield that 
we are able to serve so 
many young people with 
this invaluable act of  giv-
ing known as the Stuff  
the Bus campaign,” said 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District 

Superintendent Paul 
Haughey. “Our students 
in the band, and at David 
Prouty High School, look 
forward to this program 
each year and promote it 
through word of  mouth 
so that we are able to 
raise lots of  toys for those 
in need. It is an invalu-
able partnership that has 
stood the test of  time, 
and we look forward to 
continuing in the years 
ahead.”

In North Brookfield, 
AA teamed up with the 
police department and 
Hannaford Supermarket 
for another successful 
event. The donation bus 
was parked at the North 
Brookfield Hannaford. 

In Leicester, AA offi-
cials partnered with the 
police department, fire 
department, Teachers’ 
Association, and 
Walmart. The donation 
bus was parked in front 
of  the Leicester Walmart 
Supercenter.

With employment 
challenges continuing to 
affect local families, this 
year’s toy donation drive 
was especially important. 
And even though some 
donors weren’t able to 
give as much as usual 
this year due to rising 
costs and pandemic-relat-

ed challenges, they still 
made sure to support the 
program.

“For some families, 
this can be a very stress-
ful and challenging time 
of  year. We are trying to 
make this a little easier 
for them,” Miller said in 
a previous interview.

AA Transportation 
employees always look 
forward to the donation 
campaign each year. 
They appreciate the sup-
port of  residents who 
make the effort to donate 
each holiday season and 
assist families.

“We enjoy spearhead-
ing this community effort 
and hopefully spread-
ing some cheer by col-
lecting new, unwrapped 
toys throughout the area 
that can be given to area 
families in need,” Miller 
added. “The success of  
our campaign each year 
is all because of  gener-
ous donations made by 
the wonderful people in 
our communities.”

Additional dona-
tions were also made in 
advance of  the drive, with 
residents dropping off  
donations at local police 
departments and with 
their AA Transportation 
bus drivers.

BUS
continued from page    A1

Turn To THANKSGIVING page     A15
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Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
1:08 a.m.: parking violation (Main 

Street), ticket issued; 1:15-2:44 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 2:55 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 3:56 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Meadow Road), services rendered; 
9:10 a.m.: medical/general (R. Jones 
Road); 9:30 a.m.: medical/general 
(Sampson Street); 12:16 p.m.: larceny 
(Main Street), items taken from apt.; 
12:22 p.m.: 911 call (Bellevue Drive), 
open line; 12:24 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), loose ferret; 2:00 
p.m.: officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 2:23 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Adams Street), cat found; 2:49 p.m.: 911 
call (Browning Pond Road), acciden-
tal; 3:14 p.m.: medical/general (Church 
Street); 3:41 p.m.: mv lockout (West 
Main Street), assisted; 4:05 p.m.: dis-
abled mv (West Main Street), services 
rendered; 6:04 p.m.: medical/general 
(Chestnut Street); 9:36 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 9:44 p.m.: suspi-
cious mv (Howe Road), investigated; 
9:55 p.m.: parking violation (Prospect 
Street), ticket issued; 10:45 p.m.: suspi-
cious persons (Ash Street), investigat-
ed; (Total daily mv stops – 4).

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
1:19 a.m.: parking violation 

(Mechanic Street), ticket issued; 2:40 
a.m.: building checked, secure; 6:47 
a.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 7:20 a.m.: vandalism 
(Grove Street), window smashed; 7:32 
a.m.: vandalism (Monticello Drive), 
mv window smashed; 9:05 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Water Street), services 
rendered; 9:08 a.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 9:17 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Route 49) c/o police officer; 
10:08 a.m.: elderly matter (Wall Street), 
assisted; 11:00 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Main Street), re: RV in lot; 12:12 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Temple Street), truck 
bed in roadway; 12:16 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Main Street); 12:22 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Norcross Road), 
animal welfare check; 12:55 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), lost wal-
let; 1:13 p.m.: medical/general (West 
Main Street); 1:49 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Kittredge Road), leaves piled in 
road; 1:51 p.m.: DPW call (High Street), 
water main break; 2:10 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Smithville Road); 3:11 
p.m.: animal complaint (McCormick 
Road), loose dog; 3:24 p.m.: parking 
complaint (Dustin Street), info taken; 
3:36 p.m.: multiple LTC issued/4 (West 
Main Street), assisted; 3:39 p.m.: acci-
dent (North Spencer Road), mc crash/
report taken; 3:46 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), response to call redacted 
from police log; 5:56 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), spoken to; 8:07 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
8:11 p.m.: mv complaint (Charlton 
Road), aggressive operator; 8:12 p.m.: 
disturbance (Elm Street), fem. yelling 
for help; 10:06 p.m.: 911 call (South 
Street), services rendered; (Total daily 
mv stops – 3).

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
12:56 a.m.: medical/general (Main 

Street); 1:03 a.m.: commercial alarm 
(Donnelly Road), services rendered; 
3:18 a.m.: residential alarm (Lake 
Street), services rendered; 4:38-4:48 
a.m.: parking violations/2 (Mechanic, 
South streets), tickets issued; 7:24 a.m.: 
accident (Northwest Road), report 
taken; 8:19 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), wants to file report; 10:04 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 10:48 
a.m.: illegal dumping (Main Street), 
tires/side of  road; 10:48 a.m.: DPW 
call (Paxton Road), tree on wires; 
10:58 a.m.: fraud (Washburn Drive), 
scam call; 11:22 a.m.: medical/general 
(Lincoln Street); 11:49 a.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 12:10 
p.m.: DPW call (Holmes Street), wires 
down/in road; 12:23 p.m.: 911 call (Ash 
Street), open line; 12:24 p.m.: medical/
sudden death (Howe Village); 1:03 p.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); 1:22 
p.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), re: injured bird; 3:05 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), Mass. DTA 
card found; 3:38 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Paxton Road); 4:52 p.m.: mv com-

plaint (Main Street), erratic operator; 
5:40 p.m.: officer wanted (Gold Nugget 
Road), spoken to; 7:54 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 8:40 p.m.: fire/woods/
grass (Parent Street), investigated; 
10:04 p.m.: residential alarm (Point 
Eastalee Drive), services rendered; 
10:23-10:25 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:53 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Chery Street), bear in yard; (Total 
daily mv stops – 3).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
12:22-1:21 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 3:39 a.m.: medical/general 
(Meadow Road); 6:13 a.m.: DPW call 
(Smithville Road), poss. water main 
break; 9:09 a.m.: 911 call (Wilson Street), 
open line; 9:28 a.m.: animal complaint 
(North Street), bear in area; 10:27 a.m.: 
mv lockout (Crestview Drive), assist-
ed; 11:14 a.m.: animal complaint (East 
Charlton Road), loose dog; 12:35 p.m.: 
DPW call (McDonald Street), sewer 
issue; 5:22 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Starr Street), loose dogs; 5:39 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Brown Street), housemate 
damaged mv; 7:24 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Church Street); 10:33 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Crestview Drive), acci-
dental; 11:03 p.m.: disturbance (Valley 
Street), noise complaint; (Total daily 
mv stops  - 1). 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
1:08-1:34 a.m.: parking violations/6 

(Pearl, Elm, Cherry, Grove, Chestnut 
streets), tickets issued; 1:31a.m.: build-
ing checked, secure; 1:41 a.m.: distur-
bance (Elm Street), noise complaint; 
1:56-2:00 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:46 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Browning Pond Road), family issue; 
11:05 a.m.: medical/general (Gold 
Nugget Road); 11:35 a.m.: abandoned 
911 call (Mechanic Street), no contact; 
11:43 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 12:07 p.m.: fire alarm (Main 
Street), referred; 12:08 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Borkum Road), loose dog; 
12:33 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
req. welfare check; 1;48 p.m.: medical/
general (Maple Street); 6:21 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Hastings Road), bear 
in area; 6:38 p.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 8:04 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Cherry Street), dog found; 11:29 
p.m.: 911 call (Crestview Drive), hang-
up; (Total daily mv stops – 5).

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22   
12:23-1:03 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 4:15 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 7:31 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Cottage Street); 9:45 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Howe Village); 10:40 a.m.: 
intelligence/criminal (West Main 
Street), info taken; 10:45 a.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), referred; 
11:07 a.m.: officer wanted (Temple 
Street), re: mv reg.; 1:16 p.m.: lost/
found (West Main Street), wallet lost; 
2:37 p.m.: harassment prevention order 
service (West Main Street); 2:58 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Kingsbury Road), 
cows in yard; 3:07 p.m.: larceny (West 
Main Street), re: day-old incident; 3:35 
p.m.: officer wanted (Mechanic Street), 
req. escort/retrieve belongings; 3:50 
p.m.: disabled mv (West Main Street), 
services rendered; 4:22 p.m.: medical/
general (Cherry Street); 6:25 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 6:34 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(West Main Street), investigated; 7:05 
p.m.: medical/general (Gold Nugget 
Road); 7:52-8:10 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:30 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(North Spencer Road), investigated; 
8:43 p.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
concerned for individual; 9:13 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 10:13 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Lyford Road), no 
contact; 10:24 p.m.: disturbance (South 
Spencer Road), domestic dispute; 11:45 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), re: 
access to UMass hospital; (Total daily 
mv stops – 7).

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
1:40-2:41 a.m.: building checked, 

secure; 1:45-1:50 a.m.: parking viola-
tions (Mechanic, McDonald streets), 
ticket issued; 8:46 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), accidental; 9:22 a.m.: FID 
card issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 9:25 a.m.: suspicious mv (Lyford 
Road), investigated; 9:30 a.m.: LTC 
issued/2 (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 10:02 a.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), accidental; 11:10 a.m.: mv lock-

out (Main Street), services rendered; 
11:16 a.m.: restraining order service 
(Pleasant Street); 12:07 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
2:21 p.m.: officer not wanted (Maple 
Street), concern for family member; 
2:51 p.m.: medical/general (Depot 
Road); 2:55 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operator; 4:31 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (Pleasant Street), apt. 
flooding; 5:05 p.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), hit/run; 5:13-5:28 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 5:36 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Powers Street), info 
taken; 7:12 p.m.: accident (Howe Road), 
report taken; 7:53 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Howe Road), investigated; 10:35 
p.m.: building checked, secure; 11:17 
p.m.: animal complaint (Meadowbrook 
Road), bear in area; 11:28 p.m.: intelli-
gence/parole (West Main Street), info 
taken; (Total daily mv stops – 5).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
3:08 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 3:36 
a.m.: unknown alarm (Main Street), 
false alarm; 5:18 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 6:31 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 8:35 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Chapel Street), services rendered; 
10:15 a.m.: investigation (Winslow 
Avenue), services rendered; 12:48 p.m.: 
disturbance (Whittemore Street), 
report taken; 1:40 p.m.: investigation 
(Whittemore Street), services ren-
dered; 1:47 p.m.: ambulance (Stafford 
Street), transported; 2:00 p.m.: welfare 
check (Pine Street), transported to 
hospital; 2:44 p.m.: ambulance (Pine 
Street), transported; 4:36 p.m.: mali-
cious mischief  (Pleasant Street), spo-
ken to; 4:41 p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians 
Drive), report taken; 4:46 p.m.: miss-
ing person (Pleasant Street), call can-
celed; 7:54 p.m.: debris in road (Main 
Street), referred; 9:33 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Main Street), services rendered.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
1:00 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street, 

Spencer), transported; 5:43 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Chapel Street), transported; 
8:01 a.m.: ambulance (Baldwin Street), 
transported; 8:08 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 8:24 a.m.: 
accident (Main Street), assisted; 8:48 
a.m.: commercial alarm (Main Street), 
false alarm; 11:49 a.m.: disabled mv 
(Mannville Street), services rendered; 
11:57 a.m.: ambulance (Hammond 
Street), transported; 12:14 p.m.: acci-
dent (Mill Street), unfounded; 1:09 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 2:37 p.m.: disturbance 
(Winslow Avenue), spoken to; 2:52 p.m.: 
investigation (Henshaw Street), ser-
vices rendered; 3:18 p.m.: summons 
service (Main Street), unable to serve; 
3:21 p.m.: assist citizen (South Main 
Street); 3:59 p.m.: ambulance (Main 
Street), transported; 4:20 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), verbal warning; 4:44 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), ver-
bal warning; 4:50 p.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Main Street), resolved; 5:06 p.m.: 
ambulance (Main Street, Worcester), 
transported; 5:37 p.m.: assist citizen 
(South Main Street); 6:33 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
transported; 8:46 p.m.: investigation 
(Soojians Drive), report taken; 9:39 
p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), ver-
bal warning; 9:40 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Stafford Street), resolved; 9:45 p.m.: 
ambulance (Leela Lane), no action 
required.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
12:25 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), 

spoken to; 1:05 a.m.: welfare check 
(Stafford Street), resolved; 2:01 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), spoken to; 2:21 
a.m.: mv stop (Church Street), spoken 
to; 2:33 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to; 8:37 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Sargent Street), services rendered; 
9:11 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 9:11 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 9:34 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), citation issued; 
9:53 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), cita-
tion issued; 10:50 a.m.: ambulance 

(Hammond Street), services rendered; 
10:57 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), mv 
towed; 11:36 a.m.: residential alarm 
(Whittemore Street), false alarm; 
11:44 a.m.: animal complaint (Baldwin 
Street), services rendered; 1:32 p.m.: 
accident (Henshaw Street), assisted; 
3:08 p.m.: animal complaint (Warren 
Avenue), services rendered; 4:52 p.m.: 
threats (Sabina Circle), services ren-
dered; 7:56 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Burncoat Street), services rendered; 
8:09 p.m.: ambulance (Jacques Avenue, 
Worcester), transported; 8:18 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Stafford Street), resolved; 
9:30 p.m.: suspicious mv (Paxton 
Street), resolved; 9:56 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Stafford Street), transported; 
11:20 p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 
transported; 11:39 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Main Street), investigated; 11:49 p.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), verbal 
warning.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
12:23 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main 

Street), investigated; 12:35 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Main Street), investigat-
ed; 12:56 a.m.: suspicious mv (Paxton 
Street), investigated; 12:56 a.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
verbal warning; 1:12 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), spoken to; 3:21 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Paxton Street), investi-
gated; 3:29 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 3:53 a.m.: accident 
(McCarthy Avenue), mv towed; 4:18 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 8:30 a.m.: 
ambulance (Stafford Street), trans-
ported; 8:47 a.m.: ambulance (Henshaw 
Street), transported; 3:03 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Memorial School Drive), 
transported; 4:31 p.m.: suspicious mv 
(Mannville Street), resolved; 5:54 p.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 6:32 p.m.: assist citizen (South Main 
Street); 8:01 p.m.: suspicious mv (West 
Street), gone on arrival; 8:25 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Stafford Street), resolved; 
8:41 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 9:55 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Tracy Place), resolved; 11:04 p.m.: 
ambulance (Goddard Memorial Drive, 
Worcester), transported.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22
1:42 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

spoken to; 4:38 a.m.: ambulance 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), trans-
ported; 6:13 a.m.: ambulance (Howard 
Terrace), services rendered; 6:57 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Monterey Drive), 
services rendered; 8:20 a.m.: sum-
mons service (Main Street), unable 
to serve; 9:32 a.m.: welfare check 
(Charlton Street), services rendered; 
11:40 a.m.: civil dispute (South Main 
Street), advised civil action; 11:59 
a.m.: accident (Soojians Drive), mv 
towed; 12:11 p.m.: ambulance (Soojians 
Drive), transported; 12:36 p.m.: assist 
citizen (Auburn Street), services ren-
dered; 1:18 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Drive), transported; 2:19 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Drive), transported; 3:41 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), services 
rendered; 3:53 p.m.: retraining order 
service (Charlton Street), unable to 
serve; 4:02 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 4:57 
p.m.: ambulance (Main Street), trans-
ported; 5:23 p.m.: restraining order 
service (South Main Street), served; 
5:25 p.m.: harassment (Main Street), 
no action required; 5:34 p.m.: debris in 
road (Clark Street), services rendered; 
6:18 p.m.: summons service (Main 
Street), unable to serve.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
1:50 a.m.: mv stop (South Main 

Street), verbal warning; 2:40 a.m.: res-
idential alarm (South Street), false 
alarm; 6:48 a.m.: accident (Mill Street), 
gone on arrival; 7:26 a.m.: summons 
service (Main Street), unable to serve; 
10:13 a.m.: assist citizen (Pleasant 
Street); 10:48 a.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), spoken to; 12:15 a.m.: welfare 
check (Bottomly Avenue), resolved; 
3:31 p.m.: threats (Winslow Avenue), 
report taken; 5:49 p.m.: disturbance 
(Main Street), spoken to; 11:09 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), assist-
ed; 11:48 p.m.: accident (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), report taken.

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

um from the Attorney 
General’s office was end-
ing. I still think there’s 
more work to be done on 
the solar bylaw, but now 
we have some breathing 
room. How we protect the 
town when it comes time 
to decommission these 
sites is still an important 
issue. We need to ensure 
that the bonds are main-
tained and tracked by 
both the owner and town 
so there is no lapse in 
coverage.”

At a Special Town 
Meeting in Nov. 2020, res-
idents voted to impose a 
one-year moratorium on 
the use of  land or struc-
tures for large-scale, 
ground-mounted solar 
installations. During the 
moratorium period, the 
Planning Board reviewed 
zoning bylaw language 
pertaining to large-scale 
solar projects. Assistance 

was provided by the 
Central Massachusetts 
Regional Planning 
Commission (CMRPC).

Spencer has received 17 
large-scale solar propos-
als in recent years, with 
seven projects advancing 
through the permitting 
phases and becoming 
operational. 

One of  the major con-
cerns for officials in 
Spencer and surround-
ing towns is the lithium 
batteries in solar units. 
Additionally, many solar 
projects require exten-
sive clear-cutting of  trees 
and ground vegetation.

Decommissioning has 
also been a frequent topic 
of  concern over the last 
year. The life expectan-
cy of  solar battery con-
tainers is about 10 years. 
Because the lifespan of  
an average solar field is 
approximately 20 years, 
officials in area towns 
fear that solar companies 
could exit agreements 

early and leave towns 
with costly disassembly 
responsibilities. 

Officials thank every-
one who was involved 
with the process of  
reviewing the bylaw and 
making recommended 
revisions. 

“Todd Miller did a lot 
of  research to see what 
other towns have done. 
And the [Solar Bylaw 
Advisory] Committee met 
for a year to research dif-
ferent items—they were 
very diligent with their 
work,” said Selectman 
John Howard.

In other Fall Town 
Meeting news, depart-
ing Interim Town 
Administrator William 
Ross was presented with 
an award recognizing 
his service. Selectmen 
presented the award to 
Ross, who is in the final 
month of  his second stint 
as Spencer’s Interim TA.

SOLAR
continued from page A1

several individuals to 
provide an array of  ser-
vices to victims during a 
traumatic time.

“She has been a 
remarkable comforting 
presence for these dis-
placed elderly,” Cloutier 
said of  Lamb. “She has 
been able to obtain their 
meds and administer to 
many who were affect-
ed.”

Local first responders 
are also thanked for pro-
viding refreshments to 
victims and helping with 
deliveries.

“We are very bless-
ed in Leicester to have 
such wonderful folks. We 

wish to thank our Town 
Administrator and Board 
of  Selectpersons for 
their steadfast support 
always,” Cloutier said.

On the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, several 
officials and organiza-
tions provided addi-
tional services. These 
included the Red Cross, 
the Salvation Army, 
the Leicester Housing 
Authority, Deja New, and 
the Mass. Emergency 
Management Agency. 
Officials met with vic-
tims and their families to 
offer resources and sup-
port.

“That support will con-
tinue until the building 
is rehabilitated and those 
residents return home,” 
said Town Administrator 

David Genereux. “There 
will be difficult months 
ahead, but if  the out-
pouring of  support that 
we have seen thus far is 
any indication, the spir-
it of  community that is 
Leicester will carry the 
day.”

LPD Sgt. Craig Guertin 
is also thanked for 
requesting the assistance 
of  the Worcester Regional 
Transit Authority, which 
supplied a bus for trans-
portation to help victims.

Several of  the dis-
placed victims are now 
temporarily living with 
family members. Others 
were briefly placed at a 
hotel in Auburn while 
additional accommoda-
tions were made.  

THANKSGIVING
continued from page    A14

It’s important to us.

StonebridgePress.com

If it’s important to you, 
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Great highway access, Town water/sewer, 
Oversized colonial with �replaced living/
dining area, 1st �oor family room or for-
mal dining room, 2 car garage

63 Klebart Avenue. ~ $429,900

A great opportunity for a “Fixer Upper”, 
2000+ sq. �., Sided, Garage, Open �rst 
�oor living area

21 River Road ~ $229,900

STURBRIDGE
NEW TO THE MARKET

WEBSTER
1.5 ACRES

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Seasons Greetings - Happy Holidays

WEBSTER LAKE –  701 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE – 50 Laurelwood Drive! 90’ Waterfront! 
Western Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! Half Acre, 22,729’, of Natural 
Privacy! 6 Room Custom Built Cedar Home with 2 Car Attached 
Garage! Dining Area and Fireplaced Living Room with Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings! First Floor Master Bedroom with Full Bath! 2 
Second Floor Bedrooms and Second Full Bath, Large Second Floor 
Expansion Area! Additional Garage Space Under! Lighting Strike 
Fire Damage Repair Required! Tons of Potential! $889,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Scenic Ave! Views 
of Webster Lake! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Work-in Applianced Kit! Dining Area 
w/Cathedral Ceiling! Living Rm w/
Pine Flooring, Hearth & Woodstove! 
1st Flr Bedrm, 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full 
Baths! Expandable Walk-out Lower 
Level! Buderus Oil Heat! Recent 
Roof & Siding! $299,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTING ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer widows 
& heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. Lg eat-in 
kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming fireplace with 
handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, spacious enough 
for your family gatherings. lower level fireplace family room, 
Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. Reduced $340,000.

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

SORRY SOLD!

THOMPSON CT - 15 WAGER RD 

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.

Featured New Listing! 
TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

Cape with3 bedrooms, gleaming hardwoods, stone fire-
place. Septic (2019), replacement windows, family and 
dining room, fresh paint throughout! Generator hook up, 
and updated Buderus boiler with holding tank. Garage 
under. This one maybe for you! assisted sale $279,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDOWEBSTER - 1402 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach! $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! WEBSTER LAKE 
waterfront property on Killdeer Circle! Prime 
waterfront location! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed 
shoreline. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! 5 
rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lower 
level to nice size patio! Garage.  $650,000.SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd  80 +/- Wooded Acres 
in Oxford & Charlton! Great Location for Horses!

ON DEPOSIT $329,000. 

Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 

WEBSTER - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES on SUGARLOAF 
HILL. 1000+/- ft of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000

Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Unit 1404 Marina side of the Complex - with 2 Boat Slips! 6 
rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, fireplace, garage, Sandy 
Beach, Heated Salt Water Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons on Big & Beautiful 
Webster Lake. Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 Rooms. 2-1/2 
Baths. a must see. Overlooking the Marina. 2 
Deeded boat slips. assisted sale $600,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT IN 6 DAYS

SORRY, SOLD!

Nicely appointed, Ma-
rina side condo - with 
2 Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 
2-1/2 baths, 2 bed-
rooms, fireplace, garage, 
Sandy Beach, Gazebo,  
Heated Salt Water Pool!   

$595,000.

SORRY SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

3 bedroom 2 bath split level ranch! The open floor plan 
offers a cabinet packed kitchen with granite countertops 
and a center island, dining area with a slider to the 12x12 
deck, large living room with tons of natural sunlight & 
hardwoods! Wonderful master suite with a private bath-
room and double closets, 2 more nice sized bedrooms! 
Oversized 2 car garage under and plenty of room to finish 
the walkout lower level! Absolutely beautiful lot close to the 
West Brookfield Common!! Spring delivery. 5 Foster Hill 
Road $369,900

WEST BROOKFIELD 
(To be built similar to photo)

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$167,065,480.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

WEBSTER
6 units

 1-bedroom each unit, sided, 
Heating 6 yrs old, 50 year roof, 

Plumbing updated
227 School St. ~ $599,900

, 
Bob Lucier

Selling Dreams, 40 Years

1st Cornerstone Properties

Bob Lucier Broker/Associate
e: Luciersells@gmail.com
c: 603-828-2418
Licensed in MA, NH & FL

4th Annual
ABC’s of the Seasons

We hope you enjoyed our 4th Annual 
ABC’s of the Season crossword puzzle. 
The randomly chosen winner of all the 
correct entries for a $25 gift card is Liz R. 
of Spencer.

Please continue to support these and all 
of your local businesses.

Thank you to all the ABC businesses and 
to those who completed our puzzle!

June - jsima@stonebridgepress.news
Spencer New Leader, Charlton Villager, 
Blackstone Valley Tribune, Auburn News - 
508-909-4062
Mikaela - mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
Southbridge New, Sturbridge Villager, 
Webster Times - 508-909-4126

Across
4. Order online

6. 1103 Main Street, Leicester

8. Beautifying America

9. Community is our top priority

12. as low as 0.99%

17. Check out my private office at 12 E 
Main St.

21. Cheers to a new location!

22. Construction Supply Delivery

23. Great Careers Start Here

24. Cirque Dreams

25. Fresh Start

26. Family owned and operated 
since 1997

Down
1. Curbside pickup and no contact 

delivery available.

2. A unique destination experience

3. We treat chronic bad breath

5. Fall Special $300

7. Small town charm

10. ajor Insurance Referral Shop

11. Select models are eligible for 26% savings

13. Seeking ALL Direct Care Staff

14. First, Goal Oriented

15. Maple Syrup/Products

16. Now Hiring

18. Cleaning, Repairs, Free Estimates

19. We can save you time and money!

20. 33 Sutton Ave, Oxford, MA

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

Town of East Brook�eld
Part Time Plow/Sander Drivers

�e Town of East Brook�eld is seeking quali�ed 
plow/sander truck drivers. �e ideal candidate should 
hold a DOT medical card, Class B CDL, 2B hoisting 

License and a good driving record. Must be 
dependable and available every storm for plowing 

and road treating. Expect long hours.  
Apply in person at the Highway Department,

 424 East Main Street, East Brook�eld, MA 01515
East Brook�eld Board of Selectmen

�e Town of East Brook�eld
 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Spencer police taking part in 
Goods for Guns event

SPENCER – The Spencer Police 
Department is once again participating 
in a gun buyback program that will 
occur this month. 

The 20th annual Goods for Guns 
Buyback will take place on Saturday, 
Dec. 11. Several area police departments 
are taking part in the program, includ-
ing Spencer, Auburn, Dudley, Worcester, 
and Northbridge. 

The Spencer Police Department pro-
gram will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the station (9 West Main St.).

Event participants will receive gift 
cards in exchange for each operable 

gun. A $25 grocery gift card will be pro-
vided for each rifle, and a $50 gift card 
will be given for each pistol. 

Each automatic or semiautomatic 
weapon turned in will earn a $75 gift 
card.

Non-operable guns, ammunition, and 
firearm accessories will also be accept-
ed, but gift cards will not be distributed 
for these items.

All weapons brought to the police 
station for the program must arrive 
unloaded and contained in a bag. 
Participants’ anonymity is guaranteed 
at the event; no names of  gun owners 

will be requested by officials. Also, no 
gun registration is required to turn in 
a weapon.

The event will also feature a gun lock 
giveaway. You can even get a lock if  you 
aren’t turning in a gun.

Meanwhile, local officials continue to 
stress the importance of  keeping weap-
ons secured at home. If  you aren’t able 
to properly secure your weapon, or if  
you no longer wish to own the weapon, 
please turn it in at one of  the participat-
ing police stations.

“An unsecured weapon in the home 
is a public health danger that leads 

to more frequent homicides, burglar-
ies, lethal domestic violence, accidental 
shootings, and suicides,” said Worcester 
Department of  Public Health Medical 
Director Dr. Michael Hirsh. “Please 
honor the memories of  all our citizens 
harmed by gun violence by bringing in 
your unwanted or unsecured weapons.”

Program supporters include the 
University of  Massachusetts Memorial 
Medical Center and the Worcester 
County District Attorney’s Office.

As the days cool, autumn 
cooking starts to heat up. If  
soup hasn’t yet been on the 
menu, then now is the time to 
explore new recipes that can 
warm us up from the inside 
out.

Soup can be customized with 
flavors that evoke the spirit 
of  autumn. Ingredients like 
pumpkin, warming spices like 
cinnamon and cayenne and 
peanut butter come together in 
this recipe for “Vegan Pumpkin 
Peanut Butter Soup,” courtesy 
of  The National Peanut Board 
and Abra Pappa of  “Abra’s 
Kitchen.”

Vegan Pumpkin Peanut 
Butter Soup

Serves 10

2 large leeks, sliced
1 tablespoon coconut oil
8 cups fresh pumpkin 

puree
1 cup creamy peanut 

butter
4 cups vegetable broth

14 ounces coconut milk (1 
can)

2 teaspoons salt
2 teaspoons Chinese 

five-spice powder (or 1 tea-
spoon cinnamon)

1⁄4 teaspoon cayenne pep-
per

Toppings:
Sriracha sauce
Vegan coconut yogurt

Fresh roasted pumpkin:
Purchase a “pie pumpkin” 

(also called a “sweet pump-
kin”), which are typically 
around 2 to 4 pounds. On aver-
age, each “pound” will yield 
about 1 cup of  pumpkin puree. 
Using a sharp knife, careful-
ly cut the pumpkin in half  
lengthwise. Use a sharp spoon 
or ice cream scoop to scoop out 
all seeds and strings (reserve 
the seeds for roasting). Drizzle 
the pumpkin with olive oil, 
salt and pepper. Line a cookie 
sheet with parchment paper 
and place the pumpkin halves 

skin side down. Using the tip of  
a sharp knife, carefully place 
a few slits in the skin of  the 
pumpkin. Roast in a 375 F oven 
for 40 minutes to 60 minutes. It 
will entirely depend on the size 
of  your pumpkin. Remove from 
oven and allow to cool. When 
cool enough to handle, scoop 
out the flesh and set aside.

Pumpkin soup:
In a large pot over medi-

um-high heat, melt coconut 
oil. Add sliced leeks and 1⁄4 
teaspoon salt. Sauté for 5 to 
8 minutes or until leeks are 
soft and creamy. Add vegetable 
stock, pumpkin puree, peanut 
butter, coconut milk, and spic-
es to pot. Stir well to combine, 
and allow to simmer for 15 min-
utes. Working in batches, add 
soup to a high-speed blender 
and blend until smooth, return 
to pot and taste for seasoning 
adding more salt if  needed. 
Serve with a drizzle of  sriracha 
and a spoonful of  vegan (plain, 
unsweetened) coconut yogurt.  
PC21B477

Ladle up a warm and 
hearty soup 

Not getting 
enough 

attention?
Call your Sales 

Representative TODAY!

Say it in living color!
The world isn’t black and white. 

So, why is your ad?
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SELF PICK-UP OR
CALL TO SCHEDULE

YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Septic Stone 
• Septic Sand • Presby Sand 

• Concrete Sand • Silt 
 • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Screened Loam stored in building

WINTER
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, SKATES

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $29899

$21999

LG FRONT LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

GIANT 
TOY

DEPARTMENT

CHRISTMAS SALE  
Beat the Shortages & Price Increases! Don’t buy Till You See Us!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Call or stop by for more details. 
Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Call or stop by for more details. 

Shopping All Day?
Save yourself some time, Let us do the cooking!

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD

games. It’s a testament to 
the kids’ fortitude.”

Ag ainst  the 
Vineyarders, the Panthers 
opened the scoring on a 
trick play. Quarterback 
Justin Falletti tossed 
the ball back to Logan 
Josti, who then threw a 
62-yard touchdown pass 
to Stephen Ceccarini.

Falletti also threw 
two touchdown pass-
es, both going to Julian 
Kondratowicz (25 and 21 
yards). But with the game 
winding down, Prouty 
trailed by two points at 
24-22.

“We got the ball with 
seven minutes to go, 
and we scored with five 
minutes left,” explained 
Rossi, with Falletti scor-
ing the winning touch-

down on a 5-yard keeper.
Martha’s Vineyard 

then drove the length 
of  the field looking to 
win the game, but the 
Panthers’ defense — 
behind the leadership of  
coach Aaron Powell — 
stood tall.

“I can’t say enough to 
what my coaches prepare 
and scheme up. We had 
just scored and they had 
a five-minute drive all the 
way down to our 10. It 
was fourth-and-3 at the 
10 and we got the stop 
with 14 seconds left in 
the game,” said Rossi, 
who called the winning 
moment “electric.”

Justin Baptista, 
Jameson Kondratowicz, 
Julian Kondratowicz 
and Cam Goodrich all 
gang-tackled Martha’s 
Vineyard’s ball-carrier 
on the final play.

“It was very, very big,” 
Rossi said of  the win. “We 
had a chance to play an 
Eastern Mass. Division 
5 school that is maybe 
four to five times the size 
of  our school. They had 
great size and were very 
well-coached. We started 
four freshmen, three on 
the offensive line. They 
rose up and executed 
everything that we asked 
them to do. It was phe-
nomenal to see them fin-
ish a winning season at 
6-5.”

Next year, the Panthers 
will play at Martha’s 
Vineyard as part of  a two-
year deal. Rossi hopes 
for the new tradition to 
continue after that, possi-
bly playing the games at 
neutral venues to make 
the atmosphere feel even 
more like a college Bowl 
game. 

FOOTBALL
continued from page    A1

Insightful




