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Gentle Caring State of the Art Dentistry For The Whole Family
SPENCER FAMILY DENTAL

Cosmetic Dentistry  • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry New 
Patients 

Welcome 

 We Strive 
For Painless 

Dentistry

Wishing you bright & healthy smiles for the new 
year & always from our family to yours! 

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna
Conveniently Located On Route 9 • (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.) 

284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

WE NOW OFFER IN-HOUSE DENTAL INSURANCE

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

Selectmen 
encourage 

public involvement 
in Becker campus 

development
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Residents 
learned more about the former 
Becker College campus acquisi-
tion process during a communi-
ty meeting last week.

Hosted by the Select Board, 
the Nov. 30 meeting provided 
guests with information on 
how they can become directly 
involved in the acquisition pro-
cess. More than 30 applications 
were submitted from prospec-
tive volunteers eager to serve 
on various working groups. 
Each group will be responsible 
for studying a particular aspect 
of  the acquisition.

“The Select Board will be 
making appointments to the 
working groups in a few weeks,” 
said Town Administrator David 
Genereux. “I was very 
impressed by the number of  
people who attended the meet-
ing, which was about 75. We 
have a great core of  volunteers 
who are looking to get started 

on this project soon.”
Selectmen will choose volun-

teers to serve on the follow-
ing groups: Becker Education 
Working Group; Becker 
Building Condition Working 
Group; Becker Veterinary 
Clinic Reuse Working Group; 
Becker Zoning Working Group; 
Becker Reuse Working Group; 
Becker Athletic and Recreation 
Working Group; Swan Library 
Reuse Working Group; and 
the Becker Finance Working 
Group.

During the Nov. 30 meeting, 
officials added an Inventory 
Working Group to the list. The 
purpose of  this group is to cata-
log all items of  value remaining 
on the campus, officials said.

“While having discussions 
with the residents, it became 
apparent that we need to add 
another working group to 
handle inventorying all of  the 
assets in all of  the buildings,” 

Please Read BECKER, page A18

To ensure that the Dec. 24 edition 
of  the Spencer New Leader arrives in 
subscribers’ mail boxes on schedule 
despite the holiday, the submission 
deadline for any press releases and 
letters to the Editor intended for pub-
lication that week will be Thursday, 
Dec. 16 at 4 p.m. Submissions are wel-

come by e-mail at news@stonebridge-
press.news.

The staff  of  the New Leader thanks 
our readers for their cooperation with 
this scheduling change, and wishes 
one and all a safe and happy holiday 
season.

White Christmas event returns to 
West Brookfield

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

WEST BROOKFIELD – Even 
though there was no snow on 
the ground this year to aug-
ment White Christmas in West 
Brookfield, residents were none-
theless thrilled by the simple joy 
of  restoring their beloved holi-
day tradition. 

After last year’s event was can-
celed due to pandemic restric-
tions, the town center was once 
again abustle with families and 

guests on Dec. 5. 
The 29th annual event featured 

several programs and activities 
for guests of  all ages, including 
pictures with Santa; gingerbread 
house decorating; hayrides 
around the Town Common; and 
elf  hunts at several local busi-
nesses and town buildings.

Open houses were also offered 
throughout the town, and craft 
shows took place at Ye Olde 
Tavern and West Brookfield 
Elementary School.

Entertainment was provided 
by the Toe Jam Puppet Band, and 
members of  the Rescue Squad 
and Boy Scout Troop 118 are 
thanked for their help in pro-
viding refreshments. The Boy 
Scouts also handed out prizes for 
youngsters who found elves at 
open house elf  hunts.

Several lucky youngsters, like 
Violet Walsh, age three, of  North 
Brookfield, had the opportunity 
to meet Santa on the sidewalk in 

Photos Kevin Flanders

Christine Walsh, of North Brookfield, and her 3-year-old 
daughter, Violet, are thrilled to meet Santa during White 
Christmas in West Brookfield. Please Read EVENT, page A5

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – Cole Victor’s family continues 
to honor his memory by giving back to the 
community, most recently with the launch 
of  a public tree-lighting tradition at Powder 
Mill Park.

This first ever tree-lighting ceremony 

will take place on Sunday, Dec. 12, from 4-5 
p.m. at the park (43 Smithville Rd.). Guests 
will enjoy refreshments; singing Christmas 
carols alongside members of  the East 
Brookfield Baptist Church choir; and visit-
ing with Santa Claus. 

New holiday tradition honors 
memory of Cole Victor

Exchange Club honors 
first responders

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – The Exchange Club of  Spencer 
honored first responders last week during the 
club’s 75th anniversary celebration. 

The honors were presented as part of  the 
club’s Book of  Golden Deeds Award program. 
The presentations took place during the Dec. 2 
anniversary dinner held at Zukas Hilltop Barn.

The Spencer Police Department, Spencer 
Fire Department, and the Spencer Rescue and 
Emergency Squad were all honored with awards 
for their service to the community. Awards 
were presented to each department’s chief, who 
accepted the honor on behalf  of  their entire 
agency. 

“While this award is typically bestowed 
upon individuals, the Exchange Club of  
Spencer chose to collectively honor each 
organization in recognition of  their contri-

Photo Courtesy

From left, Spencer Police Chief David Darrin, 
Spencer Fire Chief Robert Parsons, Spencer Rescue 
& Emergency Squad Chief J. Dominic Singh, and 
Spencer Exchange Club President Sheena Toscano 
celebrate after each department was presented with 
Book of Golden Deeds Awards during the Exchange 
Club’s 75th anniversary celebration. Please Read HONORS, page A19

Early deadlines for Christmas

Turn To VICTOR page     A4
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Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at

(413) 436-5357 or email adventuretours@att.net 
or visit www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

DECEMBER 18 
Cirque Dreams at PPAC ....... $89

JANUARY 14-16 
New York Weekend ............$429

JANUARY 29 
Jesus Christ Superstar ........ $99

APRIL 20-22 
  Trapp Family Lodge ...........$599
MAY 27 
  Bermuda Cruise .......from $1499

Happy Holidays!

Gift Certificates Available

444 Lower Road (Rt. 32), 
Gilbertville, MA 01031

413-477-6913       hardwickfarmers.net

HARDWICK FARMERS
Co-Operative Exchange, Inc. 

Mon-Fri 8-6 
Sat. 8-5
Sun 9-3

Great Gi�s for the Holidays
Country Toys, 

Warm Clothing & Boots, 
Pet Toys, Garden Gi�s 

& Ornaments, 
Bird Feeders… 

and so much more!

Gift 
Certificates 

for pet & 
bird lovers, 

gardeners, and 
farmers

136 Main Street • Spencer
508-885-3385 • CormierSpencer.com

EXCITING 

NEWS!
CHEERS 

to a New Location!           

MOVING SALE 
Now thru 
Dec 31st. 

Cormier Jewelers of Spencer 
will be re-locating just up the 

street to 152 Main Street 
in January 2022!

A Family Business Since 1949

ART
GALLERY&

Discounts * Free Raffles * Free Gifts & More!
Stop in soon for best selection.

Like us on Facebook and Instagram for Updates!

Buy One Get One 
50% OFF! 

See store for details.

Shop Local

The Clock Barn

308 Lakeside

E.B. Flatts

Bogey Lanes

Salem Cross

The Purple Onion

Then and Now

Rob and Ruth Lyon Antiques

Quaboag Book Shop

Brookfield Orchard

Subway North Brookfield

Post and Boot

North Brookfield Savings Bank

TimberYard Brewing Co.

Common Grounds Ciderworks

Inishowen Farms

Farmer Matt

For more information. Pick up a 

brochure at any member or visit

browsethebrookfields.com

 TIS THE SEASON TO SHOP LOCAL
Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 17
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Now more than ever, it’s important to Shop Local!

Thibault’s Country Store
Shop Unique & Local for the Holidays

We are a REAL Country Store and Destination!

92 North Spencer Road, Spencer • 774.535.1147
Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-6 • Sun 10-5

thibaultscountrystore.com

Local Maple Syrup • Jams and Honeys
Ornaments • Greeting Cards
Fresh Ground Coffee Beans

Farm Fresh Eggs • Penny Candy
Local Grass Fed Beef & Pork • Unique Gifts 
Artisan Handmade Canvas & Leather Bags

Pottery • Toys • Handmade Jewelry

Come experience an authentic 
Native American Teepee and meet 

George & Walter. Kids love us!

FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES!

Gift 
Certificates

Mens Clothing & Shoes. The BRANDS You Want 
at Unbeatable EVERYDAY PRICES...

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$111111111000000000000000000000 OFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFF
WITH PURCHASE OF $75 OR MORE AND COUPON
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY - EXPIRES 12/24/21

Carhartt, Levis, Haggar, 
Rockport, Carolina, 

Van Heusen, Izod, Dockers, 
Florsheim Shoes & More!

NAT FALK Since 1936
MEN’S CLOTHING STORE

64 Main St., Ware • 413-967-6721
Mon & Tues 10-5:30; Wed 10-6; Thurs & Fri 9-7; 

Sat 9-4; Sun Nov. 28 - Dec. 18 12-5

NatFalkMensClothing.com

BIG & TALLS 
SCOUTING 

DISTRIBUTER

FREE 
Alterations

— PAINT CENTER —
Auburn 

Worcester – Leominster 
 Shrewsbury – Westborough

Name:____________________________________________

Email Address:_____________________________________
One coupon per person. Cannot be duplicated or reproduced. Exp.1/31/22

SKU: 523906009096

DECK THE WALLS with a 
FREE Benjamin Moore® Pint Sample!

BRING IN THIS COUPON 

Sargent’s Barn
FORD FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1984

Bedrooms • Sofas • Tables • Entertainment • Cabinets 
Chairs • Beds • Sectionals • Dressers... and More! 

Check out our Bargain Basement for one-of-a-kind deals!
508-892-4077 

18 Sargent St., Leicester, MA
1/4 mile from Worcester line, just off Rt. 9 West

SOLID RECLAIMED WOOD
Complete line of Dining Rooms, Bedrooms, Coffee Tables, etc. 

12 weeks delivery

HOURS: FRI & SAT 10-4; SUN 1-4

Furniture can 
be ordered 

ADDITIONAL SAVINGS ON ALL FLOOR SAMPLES

newenglandrusticshop.com
nerusticshop@gmail.com

facebook.com/newenglandrusticshop

17 East Main Street
 West Brookfield, MA 01585

774-840-0101

Women’s clothing,
 kids items, home décor, 
jewelry, gifts, and more. 

508-885-3995
148 Main St. (Rte. 9) Spencer 

CLOSED: Sun, Mon & Tues  Also: Thanksgiving and Christmas

Call to order • Menu will be posted on 
our Facebook page.

Wed & Thur 11:45- 8:00 – Takeout Only
Fri & Sat 11:45- 9pm - Takeout and Dine-in
Reservations preferred with limited seating. 

All new pricing with updated menu.

Gift Certificates

Est. 1989

NEW 
HOURS

our Facebook page.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations, take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Casual 
Waterfront Dining 
on Lake Lashaway

Give The Gift Of 
Delicious Food & Drink

A Dining Gift Card from 308 Lakeside will delight 
anyone on your list! Great for stocking stuffers too! 

Come dine and enjoy the beautiful view of Lake Lashaway

308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333  308 lakeside.com

Gift 
Certificate

Hours: Tues, Wed, Thurs & Sun 11-8; Fri & Sat 11-9. Closed Mon.
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

The Framer’s Gallery
Heritage Mall • 567 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 508-832-6111

framersgalleryma.com
Hours: Monday-�ursday 9-6; Fri 9-5 • Saturday by Appointment • Sunday Closed 

We have handmade gi�s from local artists
We have a variety of 

readymade frames, prints, 
pottery and wooden bowls 

from local artists.

Fine Craftsmanship • Experienced Designers • Custom Framing 
Outstanding Print Selection • Photo Restoration

125 MAIN STREET

  SPENCER, MA 01562 
508.885.6861

FINALLYKELLYS.COM

20% OFF 
Any service of $100 or more 

with any of our talented hair stylists 
with mention of this ad thru the month 

of December. Excludes salon retail 
products & gift certificates

KELLY CHISHOLM /PROPRIETOR Est. 1993

& Spa

Gift 
Certificates

Thank you to all of our customers who have 
supported us this past year. Best wishes for a 
Happy Thanksgiving. We are grateful for YOU!

Call for an 
Appointment 

today!

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222

DAILY BOARD 
SPECIALS & 

$6 KIDS MEALS
Salads • Soups 

Appetizers
 Entrées

Fish (on Fridays)

Hours: 
Tues-Fri

5:30am-2:00pm
 Sat & Sun 5:30-noon

Gift Certificates

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from
scratch

BYOB

Farmhousedinerma.com

Wicked Good
BREAKFASTS

Visit from Santa: 10:45am-1:00pm
Bring your camera!

Annual Children’s Shopping Event
Where children purchase gifts & we’ll wrap!

Raffles: Including $500 worth of 
Scratch Tickets • Face Painting

*Special Deals & Extended Hours*
Join Us For Lunch: Homemade French 
Fries, Mac N Cheese, Meatball Subs, 

Popcorn, Baked Goods
759 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524

1st Annual 
HOLIDAY 
BAZAAR 

Sat., Dec. 11 • 9-3

1205 Main St., Rte. 9 Leicester, MA 01524
Across from the Castle Restaurant

Tel.: (508) 892-8441 • (508) 892-8825 
Find our menu at cheoyleefood.com

Chinese Restaurant

Closed Thanksgiving
Open Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 

New Years Eve & New Years Day
Please order a day ahead for New Years Eve. 

We will not accept orders 
once we reach the limit.

~ Gift Certificates ~

Find our menu at cheoyleefood.comFind our menu at cheoyleefood.com

We would like to thank all of 
our customers who supported us and 
continue to support us through these 
di�cult times. May you all be safe 

and healthy and have a 
happy holiday season. 

ON SALE AT:
Brookfield Orchards • North Brookfield

Oakwood Farm • Spencer 
Plantation Store • W. Brookfield

or email: jrg01331@webtv.net

2022

Quabbin History 
Calendar 

New Book on Calvin Coolidge  
by J.R. Greene
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Local EXIT Realty 
affiliate offers free 
Santa pictures

SPENCER — The Michelle 
Terry Team in Spencer will be 
hosting Free Santa Pictures 
on Friday, Dec. 10 at 130 W. 
Main St., Spencer.

We would like to invite you 
to join us on December 10th 
fron 4-7pm for complimentary 
pictures with Santa. If  you 
wish to donate to local chil-
dren in need, we will have a 
box for unwrapped toy dona-
tions.

About EXIT Realty
EXIT Realty is a 
company found-
ed and built on 
human potential. 
A full service, for-
ward-thinking, real 
estate franchisor 
with offices across 
North America, 
EXIT has to-date 
paid out more 
than a half  a bil-
lion dollars in sin-
gle-level residual 

income to its associates. The 
Expert Marketing Suite™ 
including geolocation Smart 
Sign™ technology gives sell-
ers an edge in a competi-
tive marketplace. A portion 
of  every transaction fee 
received by EXIT Realty Corp. 
International is applied to its 
charitable fund, and to-date, 
$6 million has been allocated 
to charity. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.exitre-
alty.com and www.joinexitre-
alty.com. 

EXIT Real Estate Executives 
is located at 130 W Main St., 
Spencer.  For more informa-
tion, please call 508-885-5555 
or visit our website www.exit-
realestateexecutives.com.

NORTH BROOKFIELD — For North 
Brookfield Savings Bank the holiday sea-
son is a special time of  year. It is when 
people and communities come together, 
and what better way to do so than by 
helping make sure that all children in 
our communities experience a wonder-
ful, joy-filled, holiday season. 

Starting Nov. 29 and running through 
Dec. 20, North Brookfield Savings Bank’s 
Annual Toy Drive aims to ensure holiday 
wishes comes true for our younger com-
munity members. Monetary donations 
and new toys will be collected at all Bank 
branch locations. To further brighten the 
holidays, North Brookfield Savings Bank 
will also make a $1,750 donation to local 
toy drive programs for the purchase of  
additional toys.

During the Toy Drive, communi-
ty members are welcome to visit any 
branch location to make their donations 
of  new unwrapped toys for children. All 
toys collected will be donated to local toy 
programs in each community, to ensure 
that local children in need will receive 
holiday presents. This year, the Bank’s 
Ware branch location will be primarily 
accepting monetary donations to help 
their local toy program partner the Ware 
Police Department, who has reformatted 
their program to be more tailored to each 
family in need. 

In addition to toys, NBSB will accept 
financial contributions in each branch 
location to purchase additional gifts for 
the toy drive. The Bank will match every 
dollar donated, as well as contribute $1 
for every toy collected, up to $250 per 
branch location. 

“As a local Bank that places a high 
importance on embracing and com-
mitting to the values of  kindness and 
community support, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank is proud to continue the tra-
dition of  hosting our Annual Toy Drive at 
our locations,” said Marco Bernasconi, 
President of  North Brookfield Savings 
Bank. “We want to ensure that every 
child has the opportunity to have a won-
derful holiday season, this year and 
every year. We know this goal is possible 
with the continued support and kindness 
of  our local community. We invite all of  
you to visit us, as you have so generously 
done in the past, to make your contribu-
tion.” 

Donations are being accepted at these 
North Brookfield Savings Bank branch-
es:

 North Brookfield Branch, 9 Gilbert St. 
– partnering with the North Brookfield 
Police Association’s Toys for Joys 
Program

East Brookfield Branch, 100 West Main 
St., Route 9 – partnering with the East 

Brookfield Toys for Joy Program
West Brookfield Branch, 128 West Main 

St., Route 9 – partnering with the West 
Brookfield Police Association Holiday 
Toy Program

Ware Branch, 40 Main St., Route 9 
– partnering with the Ware Police 
Department Holiday Toy Program

Belchertown Branch, 4 Daniel Shays 
Highway, Routes 9 and 202 – partner-
ing with the Belchertown Firefighters 
Association Adopt-a-Family Program

Palmer Branch, 1051 Thorndike St. – 
partnering with the Palmer Lions Club 
Holiday Toy Program

Three Rivers Branch, 2060 Main St. – 
partnering with the Palmer Lions Club 
Holiday Toy Program

Bernasconi continued, “The holiday 
season is about caring for those around 
us and being generous. It is heartwarm-
ing every year to witness how our com-
munity members support each other. 
By partnering with the local toy drive 
organizations and our giving residents 
we are able to bring a child holiday cheer 
and truly embody the spirit of  the holi-
day season. Thank you to everyone who 
plans to give this year and has supported 
this effort in the past.”

North Brookfield Savings Bank is a 
proud sponsor of  Light Up Palmer, an 
event dedicated to lighting up the busi-
ness section of  downtown Depot Village 
and celebrating the holiday season with 
the community. Join us December 4th in 
Depot Square in Palmer for free crafts, 
games, giveaways and more!

To learn more about North Brookfield 
Savings Bank’s community giving 
efforts and all the convenient banking 
products and services offered, visit www.
NorthBrookfieldSavingsBank.com.

ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

764 Main Street 

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Coach Don Brown, formerly of Spencer

Brown, a 1973 graduate of David Prouty 

High School, was recently hired by UMass 

Amherst as Head Football Coach.

Good luck Don at UMASS. Your hometown 

will be cheering you on for the 2022 season!

If you would like to nominate a 

PERSON OF THE WEEK, 

please email your suggestion to 

jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

Glenn LeBlanc
PLASTERING
Plastering small 
jobs; additions, 

ceilings, 
bathrooms, 
remodels, 
patches.

Over 40 Years
Experience.

Quality 
Workmanship

Insured

CALL
508-612-9573

Spiro �omo
Broker

Licensed 35+ years
508.765.0465
774.200.8043

201 South Street
Southbridge, MA 01550

508-765-9155   1-800-784-0445
FAX 508-765-2698

www.AucoinRyanRealty.com
SpiroThomo@gmail.com

In Memory of Cole 
William Victor At 
Powdermill Park 

In Spencer 
43 Smithville Rd, 

Spencer Ma
Please Join Us On 

December 12th From 4-5pm 
43 Smithville Rd, Spencer MA

We will be offering free 
refreshments while singing 
some Christmas carols and 

visitng with Santa before 
lighting the tree!

Tree 
 Lighting
      Ceremony

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD

Annual Toy Drive returns to 
North Brookfield Savings Bank

Photo Courtesy

North Brookfield Savings Bank proudly partners with toy collection programs in North 
Brookfield, East Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, Belchertown, Three Rivers and Palmer to 
collect toys for local children. Customer Experience Specialist Cindy Merrill (left) and North 
Brookfield Savings Bank AVP/ Customer Experience Manager/Assistant Consumer Loan 
Manager Warren Izyk (right), with some of the toys donated in 2019.
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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

BROOKFIELD – As we count down 
toward the holidays, residents are eager 
for the return of  a favorite tradition. 

Since 2002, 
Brookfield has lit 
up the night on 
Christmas Eve 
with luminaries 
lining the Town 
Common and 
Route 9. This year, 

members of  the Brookfield Luminaries 
Committee are planning to place approx-
imately 1,800 luminaries around the 
Town Common; Lincoln Street; Route 
9; and partway down Route 148 (up to 
Lewis Field).

Oakholm Farm will offer free hayrides 
to guests on Christmas Eve, starting at 
4:30 p.m. at Brookfield Congregational 
Church. Additionally, hot chocolate and 
cookies will be made available to volun-
teers after 4 p.m.

Brookfield Congregational Church 

will open at 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve 
for anyone wishing to step inside and 
warm up. At 6:30, caroling will be per-
formed on the front steps of  the church. 
An indoor service will follow at 7 p.m.

The church will remain open after the 
service for guests to enjoy hot chocolate 
and cookies. A free-will donation basket 
will be made available to guests, with 
all proceeds helping to fund next year’s 
luminaries.

Residents can also support the pro-
gram by lighting up their own proper-
ties this holiday season.

“You can bring this tradition home 
with you, and help fund this event, by 
purchasing your own luminaries for 
display at your home,” read a statement 
released by program organizers. 

Luminaries are available for $5 at 
Tip Top Country Store (each package 
includes six bags and candles). To learn 
more about this unique purchasing 
opportunity, call 508-867-0460. 

The luminary program is also sup-
ported by local churches, including 
Brookfield Congregational Church (ser-
vice at 7 p.m.); Brookfield Unitarian 
Universalist Church (service at 4 p.m.); 
and the Quaboag Valley Baptist Church 
(service at 7 p.m.).

The luminaries are funded by the 
Cultural Council, the Friends of  the 
Library, Brookfield Community Club, 
and private donors. 

If  you would like to make a donation 
to support the program, please mail 
your check to: Friends of  the Merrick 
Public Library, PO Box 528, Brookfield, 
MA 01506

Additionally, anyone is welcome to 
volunteer at any stage of  the process. 
Simply arrive on the Town Common 
any time after 2 p.m. on Christmas Eve. 

In the event of  inclement weather on 
Christmas Eve, a locally automated call 
and social media notifications will be 
sent to the community. A snow date is 
scheduled for New Year’s Eve.

Volunteer-led cleanup activities will 
take place on Christmas morning.

For the Victor family, it means 
a lot to keep finding ways to help 
the community while honoring 
Cole, who passed away on Dec. 
14, 2018. He had celebrated his 
25th birthday the previous day.

Last summer, the Victor 
family funded the project that 
rebuilt the pavilion at Powder 
Mill Park—now called the 
Cole William Victor Memorial 
Pavilion. In the months fol-
lowing the project, the family 
sought new ways to strengthen 
the community in Cole’s memo-
ry. And Powder Mill Park once 
again presented an opportunity 

for an inspiring project.
“This past summer, more 

schools, libraries, summer pro-
grams, and people of  the commu-
nity were able to use this space,” 
said Mikaela Victor, Cole’s sister, 
of  the park pavilion. “It brings 
joy to us seeing the community 
come together at a place that 
keeps his memory alive.”

Looking ahead, the family is 
excited about the possibilities 
for the new tree-lighting tradi-
tion. Family members are hope-
ful that 2021 is the start of  what 
will eventually be a longtime 
holiday favorite for area resi-
dents.

“Holidays were always a very 
special time in our family,” 
added Mikaela, who has heard 

from several residents about 
how Cole positively impacted 
their lives over the years. “He 
was the most caring, loving, 
happy guy. Even people that did 
not know him personally could 
see this. He definitely made an 
impact on every person he met 
in his lifetime.”

The tree-lighting program is 
also a great way to promote the 
park, officials said. Residents 
were thrilled by a concert series 
held at Powder Mill Park this 
past summer, and local leaders 
hope the site is frequented by 
even more families in future 
years.

The park is located at the 
corner of  Smithville Road and 
Meadow Street. 

VICTOR
continued from page    A1

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Dr. Colm P. Scanlon
Veterinarian

1205 Main St. Leicester, MA 01524 

P:508-892-9181 • F: 508-892-8791

www.leicesterclinic.com 

 Wellness exams  •  Vaccinations • Cat Boarding
 Spays, neuters and routine soft tissue surgery

Dentistry  •  Radiology (Digital)
 In-house diagnostic laboratory facilities (Idexx)

• Pharmacy
• Prescription diets Hills, Royal Canin

• Domestic health certificates and much more!

Leicester 
Veterinary 
Clinic, LLC

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Leicester Veterinary Clinic, LLC

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

Name: Turbo
Breed: DSH
Sex: Male
Age: Young Adult
Turbo is a very handsome slate gray neutered male who 
is very athletic and energetic. He is not a “couch potato.” 
He is a cat who needs an active life style. For that reason 
we are trying to find him a home as a “friendly barn cat” 
or a home where he can definitely be an indoor/outdoor 
pet. Turbo is friendly but can get over stimulated if he 
receives too much attention. He needs a home with no 
young children - and - a home with people that have some 
cat experience. He came to the shelter as a stray from a 
local town. He has tested negative for leukemia/aids, vac-
cinated and neutered. Turbo needs the freedom of the 
great outdoors to expend some of his energy.    TO PLACE AN AD:
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REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD
$907,000, 64 Fiskdale Rd, 

Gaumond, Francis G, to 
Garabedian, David J.

$410,000, 45 Molasses Hill Rd, 
Seega, Tawrin G, and Mcgill-Seega, 
Kelly J, to Helm, Samuel R, and 
Fontaine-Helm, Abigail.

LEICESTER
$379,000, 14 Birchwood Dr, 

Higgins, David W, and Higgins, 
Susan E, to Gonzalez, Dairenne.

$92,500, Whitemore St, Burtt, 
Gregory A, and Burtt, Theresa J, to 
Burtt, Annmarie.

$20,000, Route 56, Bergin, Joseph 
D, to JMCTBG Leicester LLC.

SPENCER
$475,000, 15 Clark Rd, Mccafrey, 

Brian G, to Wall, Kenneth P, and 
Wall, Lisa J.

$380,000, 16 Linden St, Austin, 
John P, and Austin, Tina, to Newton, 
Tina, and Newton, Casey A.

$236,000, 3 Franklin St, Stanley, 
Keith L, and Stanley, Kaathryn A, 
to Swiecicka, Daniela A.

WARREN
$65,000, 482 East Rd, Bennett, 

Tommy, to Sheen, Lynda.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$445,000, 18 Cresent Ave, Varnum, 

Marc A, and Varnum, Carol A, to 
Dominic LLC.

$425,000, 10 Woods Rd, Ernsoy, 
C Kurt, and Erensoy, Judith N, to 
Ayer, Richard T, and Ayer, Jessica.

$325,000, 154 W Main St, Dorman, 
Kevin, to West Brkfield Inv Prop.

Holiday tradition 
returns to Brookfield

Photo Courtesy

Brookfield residents are looking forward to a beloved tradition of illumination at the town 
center.

IT’S 
GOING 
DOWN!

CHECK OUT THE 
SPORTS ACTION!
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front of  Town Hall. Others met 
Father Christmas elsewhere 
during the celebration, plus 
plenty of  other friends.  

Guests also took advantage 
of  the opportunity to visit 
local attractions and churches, 
including Sacred Heart Church, 
First Congregational Church, 
George Whitefield Methodist 
Church, and the Historical 

Society Museum. 
The program culminated 

with the annual tree lighting 
of  the giant spruce on the 
Common.

This year’s White Christmas 
celebration was dedicated to the 
late Everett Allen, who spent 
the majority of  his life in town. 
He served during World War 
II in the 458th Bomb Group, 
754th Squadron. His crew flew 
its first mission on D-Day; less 
than a month later, the crew 
was shot down on a mission in 
Germany. Allen spent the rest 
of  the war as a POW in Stalag 
Luft IV, and he returned to West 
Brookfield after the war. He and 
his wife, Blanche, enjoyed sev-
eral enduring friendships while 
living in town.

“He made West Brookfield 
a better place through these 
friendships, and we were lucky 
to have him as a neighbor,” read 
a statement released by event 

organizers.
Allen passed away just a few 

days shy of  his 101st birthday. 
Event organizers thank all 

local sponsors of  the program 
for their support. Families are 
already looking forward to next 
year’s program.

Monetary Donations may 
be sent to: Spencer Toys for 
Kids, P.O. Box 186, Spencer, 
MA 01562.

New, unwrapped toys can 
be dropped off  at: Spencer 
Fire Dept, Spencer Post 
Office, Cornerstone Bank 
(Spencer office), ERA Key 
Realty Services (415B Main 
St). If  you would like to spon-
sor a child please contact 
Katie at katrinah@erakey.

com or call/text 774-925-8127 
OR Donna at donnaflan-
nery@erakey.com or call 508-
885-6336. If  you are in need 
of  assistance, applications 
can be picked up at: Spencer 
Post Office, Mary Queen of  
the Rosary Food Pantry or 
ERA Key Realty Services 
(outside mailbox). You can 
see updates on Facebook at 
Spencer Toys for Kids.

Community 
     Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! To advertise on this page, 
please call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 12/6/21 was $2.95 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 .......... $5.50
50-75......... $3.25
75-150 ....... $2.85
150-300..... .$2.55

300-500........ $2.35
500 PLUS...... $2.20
Duel Fuel...... $3.50
Drop off Tanks..$3.00

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL PROPANE PRICE PER GAL

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Quarter, Half sides 
of beef available! 

Stock up 
now!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 

Lunch, Dinner, 
and Tasty Treats

Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

$1.00 OFF
$10.00 

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 12/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00 

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 12/31/21  • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

www.northeastpizza.com

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325

www.StonebridgePress.com

Haston Library 
announces 

holiday programs
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER
NORTH BROOKFIELD – The 

Haston Free Public Library 
invites patrons to enjoy their 
holiday season with several 
programs and activities at the 
library.

The December selection for 
the Haston Library Book Group 
is “Hamnet,” written by Maggie 
O’Farrell. Set in Stratford, 
England, in the late 16th century, 
“Hamnet” imagines the emotion-
al, domestic, and artistic reper-
cussions after a famous play-
wright and his wife lose their 
only son, 11-year-old Hamnet, 
to the bubonic plague in 1596. 
Four years later, the boy’s father 
transposes his grief  into a mas-
terpiece.

Book group members will dis-
cuss the book on Dec. 28 at 7 
p.m. in the library and via Zoom. 
Copies of  the book are available 
in the library. Call 508-867-0208 to 
access the Zoom link.

Library officials remind 
guests that Haston Library will 
once again collect nonperishable 
foods for the North Brookfield 
Food Bank at St. Joseph’s 
Church. Please drop off  your 
canned goods, boxed mixes, jars 

of  peanut butter, and other prod-
ucts inside the library.

The Haston Art Club’s next 
meeting will take place on Dec. 
13 at 5:30 p.m. Prepare to get 
messy, as guests will be printing 
holiday wrapping paper. Guests 
of  all ages are welcome to attend 
this event; please call the library 
to register for this program.

The Haston Art Club met on 
Nov. 8 to create ornaments using 
a needle and wool. Officials have 
received strong feedback from 
the program.

“In this class, Brianna Lamb 
once again guided the group 
through the necessary steps. 
Attendees were enthusiastic 
about the workshop,” read a 
statement released by library 
officials.

Guests are also invited to 
attend an exciting program on 
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 10 a.m. in 
the Children’s Library. Puppet 
Playhouse Theatre will pres-
ent the original story, “Saving 
Santa’s Christmas Cookies!” 

The presentation will tell the 
story of  Princess Sally, who is 
making Santa’s magic cookies 
before someone attempts to steal 
them. Families are invited to 
check out the presentation and 

see if  Sally and her pal, Randy 
the Reindeer, can save Santa’s 
cookies from Eddie the Elf. 

Puppet Playhouse Theatre, 
with Dawn Sedlier, is a traveling 
theater offering engaging fables 
and beloved stories cleverly told 
with puppets. Programs capture 
children’s imaginations and bal-
ance learning with creativity. 

This show is appropriate for 
toddlers through school-age kids. 
The program is free to the pub-
lic, sponsored by the Friends of  
the Haston Free Public Library. 

Finally, library officials 
remind guests that there are sev-
eral items currently in the lost 
and found box, including base-
ball hats, winter hats, gloves, 
sunglasses, a scarf, and a sweat-
er. If  you think you may have lost 
one of  these items at the library, 
please stop by and take a look at 
them. 

There is also a ring that was 
left in the library bathroom in 
early November. If  you would 
like to claim your ring, please 
call the library at 508-867-0208 
and describe it to officials.

All lost and found clothing 
items that are not claimed this 
month will be donated to charity 
after Christmas.

Toys For Kids 
Update

Local entertainers performed throughout the day. 

EVENT
continued from page    A1
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ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed 
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127 
MA HIC. LIC #1079721 

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly 

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates
Call or Text

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279  

gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 
Need new gutters or gutter cleaning… 

Look no further!

Gutters

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

– Fully Insured –
MA#100257JR

Master 100075MR

Builders

J.M.
BUILDERS

NEW 
CONSTRUCTION

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT
REMODELING

Estimating Now 
for Finished

Basements & 
In-Law Living 

Additions
Jason

508-397-8156

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

HandymanAPPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service
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VIEWPOINT
OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

To the Editor:
Here in New England, when you 

drive down our country roads or hike 
through our woods, you see the stone 
walls. Hundreds, maybe thousands, 
of  miles of  beautiful walls made of  
heavy granite boulders. Built using 
boulders and rocks from two to 200 
pounds. Who built these, and why? 

Well, the answer is the settlers and 
pioneers who built this country. These 
weren’t people who came to this land 
because they were told everything is 
“free.” These were people who were 
told if  you came here, you were “free” 
to build your own life. They came 
with a glint in their eye and courage 
in their hearts to seek wealth, fame, 
and fortune. They were smart, strong, 
and ambitious. They believed you put 
in the work and you reap the rewards. 
They cleared this land, fought off  
the savage Indians, and, using their 
so-called Yankee ingenuity, built this 
country we love called America. 

These stone walls are the monu-
ments to the courage of  these brave 
men and women. They worked hard in 
the fields, clearing the trees, and lift-
ing these huge boulders by the thou-
sands. With the cleared fields, they 
were able to grow crops and raise 
livestock. This brought in wealth 
which was used to build society. They 
freely gave money to build schools. 
They joined and financed militias to 
eradicate the hostile Indians, which 
had brought terror with their raiding 
parties that massacred their women, 
children, and neighbors. They helped 
form a government with a world class 
Navy that allowed their goods to be 
sold and traded worldwide, creating 
wealth that fueled the economy that 
rivaled any others in the world. 

These improvements didn’t come 
from the money printing press of  a 
government. It was from wealth creat-
ed by these hard-working people with 
a vision for a better future for all those 
who are willing to work for it.  From 
those that did the hard work and lifted 
the stones, literally and figuratively. 
There are many amongst us that are 
still “lifting the stones,” but there are 
also many that are lazy lefties. They 
want you to do the work  while they 
sit back and whine about what they 

deserve.
When you hear the socialist lefties 

write columns in these papers saying 
things like “The government owes us 
this free stuff” and “It doesn’t cost 
nothing,” just think about those walls. 
Think of  those trail blazers inspired 
by the capitalistic free market econ-
omy. They’re the ones that put in the 
hard work, used their intelligence, and 
were filled with bountiful courage. 
Wealth, fame, and fortune should be 
the rewards for such people. That’s 
what drives innovation, drives inven-
tion, and in turn builds the best coun-
try in the world. That struggle to be 
the best, the strive to never give up, 
the courage to pick up and go on. 
That’s what drives Tom Brady. That’s 
what drives Lebron James. That’s 
what drives Elon Musk. That’s what 
should drive you and your children. 
Reach for the golden ring instead of  
the yoke of  socialism. Do you think 
the cure for cancer or future diseas-
es is going to be found by political 
hacks like Dr. Fauci in a socialist run 
government, or will  they will be dis-
covered by people in private compa-
nies looking to be rewarded with great 
wealth and fame? I think we all know 
the answer. Fame, fortune, and wealth 
will make anything possible. That’s 
what drives the inventions and patents 
that make America the leader of  the 
free world. It drives our farmers to 
feed the ever-growing population of  
the world while other countries like 
Russia and China fail miserably. This 
attitude is what created thousands of  
miles of  stone walls and the greatest 
country on this earth. When a lefty 
socialist tells you “I need to get what 
I deserve!” just smack him on the 
side of  his head. And when he cries 
out “Hey, why did you do that?” you 
answer back, “You got exactly what 
you asked for, dummy!” Tell him to 
go build a stone wall. I’ll bet he’s so 
lazy and uninspired, he won’t even try. 
That’s because socialism inspires no 
one except those in charge at the top, 
those leeches who live off  the rewards 
of  your effort like a king.

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

Stone walls

To the Editor:
I enjoy fantasy as much as the next 

guy. Jolly old Saint Nick making the 
rounds, well written novels, movies and 
TV shows that admittedly take as much 
liberty with truth to complete their 
entertaining mission. Their forays into 
the ether serve the purpose of  enter-
taining us while seldom making any 
claims on truth or reality.  Sadly, there 
is a venue called social media, which 
might even include letters we send to 
Viewpoint, where the same criteria is 
in play.  Within its pages, we see alle-
gations treated like facts, speculation 
on other people’s values or intents, and 
creative license that great source of  
material, formerly known as Facebook.

In this week’s news, we find that a 
15 year old whose father bought him 
an automatic pistol on Black Friday, 
and [who] familiarized himself  with 
its use in the company of  his mom 
on Monday, brought it to school on 
Tuesday and killed four other students, 
injuring several others.  Realizing he 
had the gun, his mom texted “Don’t 
do it,” which I expect will make for a 
stellar defense.  In the holiday spirit, 
Congressman Massie -R of  Kentucky, 
released his holiday picture of  his wife 
and five kids, all lined up in front of  
their tree with rifles in hand.

I note that I received a mention from 
Brother Robillard this week. It is the 
skillful mixing of  actual truth with 
pure speculation that creates disinfor-
mation. While I am certainly more lib-
eral than he, I too am not a big fan 
of  freebies and freeloaders. I worked 
to the age of  69. Planned and accom-
plished paying off  my mortgages and 
cars while still on a payroll, knowing 
that mainly relying on Social Security, 
takes planning, diligence and adher-
ence to budgets.  Hopefully, when the 
time comes that I need to replace a 
car with one that will likely cost more 
than houses I have bought, it will be a 
challenge I hope to meet. I was not born 
with a silver spoon in my mouth, and 
still flinch when I recall standing in the 
grocery line, with the six items we need-
ed, and the lady with five kids and two 
shopping carts in front of  me, paying 
with food stamps. I also remember my 
wife going back to work, and it costing 
her whole paycheck for our sons day-
care, and her finding nightwork so the 
other could parent that shift.

Now that you have heard some of  my 
story, a bill that maximizes childcare to 
reasonable levels, makes sure there are 

no more lead pipes in public water sup-
plies, or helps with healthcare or other 
necessities makes a lot more sense to 
me than increasing the defense budget 
beyond what they asked for because 
conflicted legislators signed onto it. I 
had two sons in the Army on 9/11. I have 
a granddaughter in the USAF, and my 
grandson has signed up for next year. 
That said, we don’t need more ships, 
each of  which cost as much as housing 
for 80,000, planes that cost as much as
pre-K for thousands, and a budget that 
has actually never been audited, despite 
being more than four times the size of  
the build back bill, which is paid for.  I 
always thought defense spending was 
to protect our homeland.  What is the 
point of  protecting a country that you 
are willing to see go to ruin because 
fixing it costs nothing?  You heard me 
— nothing.  Millionaires and fat cats 
will pay their fair share, so you actu-
ally get something instead of  just the 
defense bill protecting their millions of  
assets.

On the subject of  education, it is in 
radical need of  reform. I can see fund-
ing community college because that 
will almost get you back to boomer level 
high school, but we will never compete 
in today’s world, cranking out grads 
who can’t fill out an application, bal-
ance a checkbook, or do comprehensive 
reading.  We should not be funding col-
lege degrees Cheap loans make sense, 
funding for nothing does not. Want to 
be a doctor? Sign on to practice in a 
community without one for a specified 
term.  Need an engineer for your firm, 
or lawyer, or whatever, pay for their edu-
cation, all or in part, for a time specific 
working for you.

Our healthcare industry is engi-
neered rape and grand theft.  Someone 
is paying the 1,500 health insurance, 
pharma and hospital lobbyists in D.C.
That would be you. I am pretty sure that 
most of  us know, because we live it, that 
1) sometimes deficit spending is neces-
sary, but has limits, 2) most homemak-
ers will get more bang for their buck, 
than government ever will, 3) Always 
follow the money, and don’t ignore his-
tory, or you will be doomed to repeat it..

May the blessings of  the season grant 
you health and prosperity, and may the 
new year find your voice and your vote.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

‘Tis the season

EDITORIAL

From apples to 
oranges

(in stockings): 
The origins of 

Christmas 
traditions

Driving about town is fantastic this 
time of  year, as more and more homes 
are decorated with bright lights to wel-
come the holiday season.  Some people 
go all out, and others...well, they don’t, 
and that’s OK too.  The important thing 
to remember as we get older is that right 
now, as you read this, there are count-
less children counting down the days 
until Santa arrives, or just finishing up 
with Hanukkah.  

As our Editor was dragging their fam-
ily tree into the house over the weekend, 
they started to think about how silly 
this tradition was.  Why cut down a 
tree and drag it indoors, decorate it, 
and vacuum up pine needles all month 
long?   We will admit, having the tree is 
fun, especially at night.  With that, the 
research into holiday traditions began. 

Did you ever wonder where the tra-
dition of  the Christmas stocking came 
from, or why traditional Christmas col-
ors are red, green and gold or why 
Kentucky Fried Chicken in Japan is 
so busy on Christmas?   There are end-
less myths and fables surrounding the 
Christmas holiday, but there are even 
more interesting facts.  While research-
ing Christmas, and digging deep, we 
found a plethora of  fun and thought-pro-
voking facts worth sharing with our 
readers. 

The first one notes that early images 
of  St. Nicholas depict him as a strict dis-
ciplinarian rather than the overweight, 
jolly man in the red suit we see today. 
Way back when, a common Christmas 
eve tradition was to tell scary ghost sto-
ries by the fire, boo.   

In 1914, during the Great War, a 
truce between the United Kingdom 
and Germany was held.  They decorat-
ed their shelters for the holiday and 
exchanged gifts and even played a game 
of  football with each other. 

When a child drops a letter in the mail 
to Santa in America, the mail is sent to 
Santa Claus, Ind.  

Thanks to the province of  Nova Scotia, 
which, since 1918, has been sending the 
city of  Boston an enormous Christmas 
tree as a thank you for supporting them 
during the Halifax explosion. 

Pope Julius I proclaimed Dec. 25 as 
the official day to celebrate the birth of  
Christ in A.D. 350.  

For the past 40 years, people in 
Japan eat Kentucky Fried Chicken for 
Christmas dinner and must make their 
orders two months in advance. 

British illustrator John Callcott 
Horsley invented the first Christmas 
card in 1843. 

In England from 1649-1660, Puritanical 
guardian of  the realm Oliver Cromwell 
outlawed Christmas celebrations and 
carols, which he and his fellow Calvinists 
viewed as vestiges of  Catholic excess.

The first artificial Christmas trees 
were made in Germany out of  dyed 
goose feathers (we’re still trying to pic-
ture this one).   

X is the Greek letter “chi,” which is 
an abbreviation for the word “Christ” in 
Greek — hence the abbreviation X-mas 
being used so often.  

Several European countries thought 
that good and evil spirits were active 
during the Twelve Days of  Christmas.  
These ‘spirits’ then became known as 
Santa’s elves.  

Have you ever wondered what a ‘Yule’ 
log actually is?  We have too.  It is 
a large log that is burned during the 
Twelve Days of  Christmas as a symbol 
of  health, fertility, luck and is said to 
ward off  evil spirits. 

In Bolivia, there is a celebration called 
the ‘Mass of  the Rooster’ that takes 
place on Christmas Eve.  Some folks 
bring roosters to the mass to symbolize 
the thought that a rooster was the first 
animal to announce the birth of  Jesus. 

In 2010, the Columbian government 
hung lights on jungle trees.  When the 
FARC guerrillas sauntered by, the trees 
lit up and released banners asking the 
terrorists to lay down their weapons.  

Turn To EDITORIAL page     A9

It’s time once again to share some 
helpful hints readers send my way.   As 
we gear up for the holidays, the follow-
ing readers took time from their busy 
schedule to pass along a tip or trick 
they’ve picked up along the way.

Remember readers, you can win a 
three course dinner for two at Publick 
House!  Just send in your favorite hint! 
Good luck!

**
Want to save both money and calo-

ries? A reader figured out the correct 
ingredients to splitting a box mix in 
half  – no waste!

I have another hint for your column:
The two of  us love cupcakes from a cake 
mix but a full box is too much.  I divide 
the mix to one egg and divide the liquid 
the same.  The full mix usually requires 
2 or 3 eggs and produces 24 cupcakes so 
you can cut it down to 8 or 12 using only 
one egg.

Paul Davignon
Uxbridge, MA 01569
**
This reader’s recycling hint is a triple 

win!

For scented jar candles that you think 
have burned down as far as they will 
go but have leftover wax at the bottom 
(sometimes as much as a half  inch or 
more), don’t discard the wax. Break up 
the leftover wax in cubes and put them 
in a wax warmer/melter.  They will 
melt nicely and continue to give off  the 
scent and you will have saved money 
not buying wax cubes, and stopped the 
wasted wax form being added to the 
landfill!

Donna Joyce,
Southbridge, MA               
**
Oopsie!: A solution for the absent 

minded - this reader passed along a 
tried and true tip, that continues to 
come to the rescue!

If  you seal an envelope and then real-
ized you forgot to include something 
inside, just place your sealed envelope 
in the freezer for an hour or two. Viola, 
it unseals easily.

Donna Lewandowski
Charlton, MA
**
A longtime reader passes along anoth-

er of  her successful remedies:

This tip worked, several months ago 
and again today.  A small piece of  husk 
from an oat grain e.g. oatmeal, was stuck 
near the back of  my tongue.  Coughing 
forcefully didn’t work, gargling with 
warm or cold water did not work.

I took a wooden long handled Q-tip, 
but regular size would work too, it is 
dry on the head and touched quickly 
and pulling forward, secured the husk 
and drug it to the front of  my mouth to 
remove safely (do not put too far back on 
the tongue to gag!). 

Also I teach CPR AED First Aid 
Professional Rescuers and if  necessary, 
would use this for someone. My dad, 
during the aging process, choked often, 
so I have spent many years helping him, 
and I have taught CPR etc. since 1985.

Also, if  the person is conscious, can 
speak, just can’t get it off  their tongue, 
a small piece of  dry bread (1 inch), 
chewed well and swallowed will move 
it down.

Viola Bramel
Northbridge, MA
**
Publick House Dinner for Two Winner
Congratulations to Donna Joyce of  

Southbridge for her moneysaving can-
dle tip above.  Her name was drawn for 
a three course dinner for two!

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 
One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business  

Readers Share 
Favorite Tips 
and Tricks

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT
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BINGO 
IS BACK!

Knights of Columbus 
 Spencer Senior Center

68 Maple Street, Spencer, MA
 Thursdays @ 6:30 pm

Progressive Games • Prizes $50 and up
Refreshments:  

Hot Dogs, Soda & Coffee, Doughnuts

BRING A FRIEND, WIN SOME MONEY, 
& HAVE SOME FUN!!

Socially Speaking…
Holiday Events, Church Services, 
Seniors and Civic Events

Call June 
at 508-909-4062 or 
email jsima@stonebridgepress.news 

STARTING AT $25 A WEEK

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
508-764-4325
email: ads@
stonebridge 
press.news

As a result, 331 guerrillas 
peacefully re-entered into 
the community.  

Here’s an interesting 
one: the Bicycle card 
company created playing 
cards during WWII that 
revealed an escape route 
for POW’s in Germany. 

In the song “The Twelve 
Days of  Christmas,” the 
verse referring to “true 
love” is a reference to 
God.  A “partridge in 
a pear tree” represents 
Christ and the “two tur-
tledoves” represent the 
Old and New Testaments. 

Did you ever wonder 
why the colors red, green 
and gold are affiliated 
with Christmas?  The 
color green is a symbol 
of  life and rebirth, red 
symbolizes the blood of  

Christ and gold is a sym-
bol of  light, wealth and 
royalty. 

Christmas trees are 
grown for roughly 15 
years before they are pur-
chased.  

In Poland, spider webs 
are a common decoration 
for trees because a spi-
der, according to legend, 
wove a blanket for baby 
Jesus. 

In 1836, Alabama was 
the first state in the coun-
try to officially recognize 
Christmas.  

Mistletoe is consid-
ered sacred to the Druids 
because it produces 
fruit and remains green 
throughout the winter.  
The Druids never let 
the plant hit the ground 
and believed that it was 
a cure for infertility and 
warded off  evil spirits. 

President Teddy 
Roosevelt, widely 

acknowledged as one of  
the first environmen-
tal advocates, banned 
Christmas trees from the 
White House in 1901.  

Apples were the first 
Christmas tree decora-
tions.  

Why do we hang stock-
ings by the chimney with 
care?  Apparently, there 
were three sisters who 
were too poor to afford 
a marriage dowry and 
were bound to end up 
on the streets.  Bishop 
Saint Nicholas filled 
their stockings with gold 
coins, and their lives 
were forever changed. 

We hope you enjoyed 
these fun Christmas 
facts, and hope that you 
have a happy holiday sea-
son filled with endless 
laughter and memories 
to last a life time. 

EDITORIAL
continued from page    A8

A tale of two hunts

Local deer hunters had a 
somewhat slow day this past 
Saturday west of  Route 146, but 
hunters that put their time into 
areas north of  146 harvested 
a good number of  deer this 
past Saturday. A quick ride on 
Saturday to get results of  the 
deer harvest at Bob’s check-
ing station was shocking but 
not unrealistic, taking into 
account the high harvest of  
deer by archers a few weeks 
earlier. A total of  82 deer were 
checked in for the week at the 
Webster station, as of  noon 
Saturday, which included a six-
point, 174-pound buck. Lenny 
Audette harvested a huge 
10-point buck in Uxbridge last 
week. Unfortunately, no picture 
was available at the time of  
this writing.

A report by a Massachusetts 
Fish & Wildlife employee that 
only one deer had been checked 
in at noon on Saturday was a far 
cry from only a few years ago at 

the Webster station. Because of  
the high population of  archers 
that now hunt deer in this state 
they now harvest more deer 
than during the shotgun season 
, which is one of  the contribut-
ing factors. Thirty-five automo-
biles were lined up along Route 
16 from Douglas to Webster on 
opening day and only half  that 
many by last Saturday. All of  
the deer checked in were in 
good shape, according to the 
staff  at the Webster station.

This year, MF&W officials 
were swabbing the nose of  deer 
to get a more accurate account 
of  how many deer were infect-
ed with the Covid virus. No 
update on the results were 
available at the time of  this 
writing. Unfortunately, MF&W 
does not share to much infor-
mation on the deer harvest 
until next year, which makes 
it harder to inform our read-
ers. The new checking system 
for registering harvested deer 
on line during the archery sea-
son, the last week of  shotgun, 
and the entire season on Black 
Powder has made it a lot easier 
for sportsmen to comply with 
the requirement.  

Massachusetts shotgun 
deer season will end this 
Saturday December11, and 
the black powder season will 

open on Monday, Dec. 13. The 
black powder season will end 
at the end of  the month Dec. 
31. The high tech black powder 
guns are now rifled, and are 
extremely accurate up to 100 
yards, at least for those that 
are highly experienced in their 
use. There are still deer hunt-
ers that prefer to use the old 
flintlock rifles , making it a lot 
more challenging to harvest a 
white tail deer. Good luck!

The new MF&W licensing 
system is now up and running. 
This is the first year in a long 
time that an increase in license 
fees went into effect. The fees 
will automatically increase for 
the next few years. If  you have 
not been following the news 
on license increases for hunt-
ers and fishermen for the last 
12 months, you will when you 
apply for your 2022 licenses and 
permits.

Duck hunting will reopen 
on Dec. 13 in Central 
Massachusetts  with a daily 
bag limit of  six birds. The final 
season will close Jan. 1. Canada 
goose hunting will also reopen 
on Dec. 13. Hopefully, the snow 
will not blanket the fields 
during the season, making for 
some great shooting opportu-
nities. If  snow does cover the 
fields, hunters will need to 

hunt rivers and streams, which 
is a lot more dangerous for 
man & dog. When a freeze up 
occurs during the late seasons, 
it drives the geese and ducks to 
open water, which often has a 
coating of  ice along the shore-
line. It can be dangerous for 
both man & dog.

Over the years, numerous 
hunters and dogs have lost their 
life because of  thin ice. Do not 
let it happen to you. On Jan. 
15, the late Canada goose sea-
son opens in Massachusetts, 

and the daily bag limit goes to 
five birds. Your federal duck 
stamps are still good to hunt 
migratory birds into 2022, but 
you do need to purchase a new 
2022 hunting license and state 
migratory stamp to hunt.

Ice fishing can hot be far off, 
I hope! More on this subject 
next week. Be sure to stay off  
of  unsafe ice.

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows a happy angler Dan Southwick, with a huge 
pike he caught a few years ago while ice fishing. Could this be you this 
year?

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

The holidays have arrived and so has 
the Christmas cactus. Set this favorite 
holiday plant in a basket, decorative pot 
or foil wrap and it will be ready to give 
as a gift or add to your holiday décor. 
With proper care this holiday favorite 
can flower for four to eight weeks and 
grow for decades, becoming a family 
heirloom handed down from one gener-
ation to the next.

The plant sold as a Christmas cactus 
may actually be a Thanksgiving cactus. 
The true Christmas cactus blooms later 
and has small segments with rounded 
edges. The Thanksgiving cactus, though 
often sold as the Christmas cactus, has 
toothed or jagged segments and typical-
ly blooms prior to Christmas.

Fortunately, their growing require-
ments and care are basically the same 
so the plants will do fine no matter the 
name on the label. These, or hybrids of  
the two plants, flower with cool nights 
and long uninterrupted dark periods. A 
third holiday plant, the Easter cactus, 
sets flowers in spring as the days start 
to lengthen.

Christmas and Thanksgiving cacti 
are epiphytes that naturally grow on 
trees in shaded and humid forests along 
the coast of  Brazil. They all prefer 
bright indirect light, high humidity and 
a thorough watering when the top few 
inches of  soil begins to dry. Don’t over 
water but don’t let the soil dry complete-
ly. Water a bit more often when the plant 
is in bloom.

Grow them in an organic well-drained 
potting mix for best results. Water thor-
oughly and pour off  the excess that 
collects in the saucer to avoid root rot. 
Reduce maintenance and improve the 
growing conditions with the help of  
gravel trays. Place a layer of  pebbles, 
decorative stones or marbles in the sau-
cer or bottom of  the foil wrap or bas-
ket. The pot will be elevated above any 
excess water that collects in the pebbles. 
As the water evaporates, it increases 
the humidity around the plant.

Keep your flowering cactus in a cool 
bright location to extend its bloom time. 
Avoid drafts of  hot and cold air, mois-
ture stress and other changes in the 
environment that can cause buds and 
flowers to drop.

Fertilize with a dilute solution of  
flowering houseplant fertilizer once it 
has finished blooming and throughout 
spring and summer as needed. Grow 
your cactus in a north-facing window 
or set back from an east- or west-fac-
ing window where it receives bright 
indirect light throughout the year. Too 
much sun turns the leaf  segments dark 

red.
Don’t be anxious to move these plants 

to a bigger container. They prefer to be 
somewhat potbound and can remain in 
the same pot for years.

Encourage a new flush of  flowers 
with cooler night temperatures around 
55 to 60 degrees and slightly drier soil. 
An uninterrupted dark period will also 
help promote flowering.

Start the dark treatment in early to 
mid-October for holiday flowers. Cover 
the plants or move them to a location 
free of  any artificial light, indoors or 
outside, each night and provide bright 
indirect light each day. Any interrup-
tion in the dark period from outdoor, 
street or reading lights can delay or 
prevent flowering.

Many experts find providing the same 
dark treatment as poinsettias, 14 hours 
of  dark each night, promotes flowering. 
Michigan State University recommends 
providing 16 hours of  total darkness 
and eight hours of  light for at least 
eight days to promote flowering.

Add a Christmas cactus to your 
indoor plant collection and share a few 
with friends and family over the holi-
days. These easy-care flowering beau-
ties are sure to brighten the recipient’s 
mood and holiday décor.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 

DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
melindamyers.com.

Brighten someone’s holiday season 
with Christmas cactus

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Melinda Myers
Christmas cactus is a general name given to 
a small group of cacti called Schlumbergera 
that are native to southeastern Brazil’s coast-
al mountains.

Take the risk 

I encourage people to follow 
their dreams. 

Following my dreams has 
been the single most excellent 
motivator in my life; it’s what 
gets me out of  bed in the morn-
ing. My biggest dream I am still 
chasing today, although life has 
brought me to a place where I’m 
chasing it most unusually and 
uniquely, I’m more convinced 
of  my destiny than ever before. 

Dreams can change; old 
dreams can be replaced with 
new ones. If  you didn’t pursue a 

goal earlier in life, it’s never too 
late to follow the same one or a 
new one now. I say go for it, and 
you’ll find that doors will open; 
you’ll be presented with oppor-
tunities you would never have 
had if  you played it safe instead. 

Through the years, I’ve often 
wondered why everyone doesn’t 
chase after their dreams. Is it 
because they don’t have them? 
Is it because they don’t believe 
it’s possible to achieve them? 

I’ve heard people describe 
their dream as a pipe dream, 
defined in the dictionary as an 
unattainable hope or plan. I 
guess they say that because, at 

the outset, they told themselves 
it wasn’t possible, or maybe 
they tried, gave up, and decided 
it wasn’t meant to happen.

For those of  you who do 
believe it’s possible to accom-
plish your dreams, you may 
have weighed the risk. Many 
people are risk-averse. Some 
might say that taking the risk 
of  following your dream is 
careless and self-destructive. 
I believe the opposite. I would 
never categorize carelessness 
and self-destructive behavior in 
the same category as following 
your dreams - no matter how 
risky. 

Many of  you who were read-
ing this were fans of  my father, 
Gary W. Moore, who started this 
column four years ago. He was 
an author who is most known 
for his novel, “Playing with the 
Enemy,” which is still in print 
today. “Playing with the Enemy” 
earned him a great deal of  fan 
mail. It was his first book, and 
everyone seemed to love it. 

One person wrote to my 
father and told a story of  how 
he was a successful lawyer with 
a great family and how “Playing 
with the Enemy” taught him 
to forgive himself. He had gone 
through many years of  regret, 

beating himself  up and feeling 
like a failure.

When my dad told me the 
story about this man,  I thought 
to myself, “How could he possi-
bly feel like a failure? He was a 
successful lawyer with a great 
family; what more could he 
want?”

It turns out he was an out-
standing boxer in his young-
er years. He decided to pursue 
a law career and give up his 
dream of  being a professional 
boxer because it was just too 
risky. In the years after his deci-
sion, he began to have regrets; 

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY

SPEAKING
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages
Attics • Whole Houses

WANT IT GONE? 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
401-578-4501

To advertise in 
The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062  

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99

DECEMBER SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
$50.00

Synthetic 
Oil Change
$49.99

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

Get your car 
ready for winter. 

Battery & Antifreeze Testing
Free w/oil change

Featuring: 
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
TOWING 
SERVICE

Your Ad 
Here

East Brookfield Elementary School hosts 
Winter Festival

EAST BROOKFIELD – Residents 
recently found the perfect opportunity 
for last-minute gift shopping at East 
Brookfield Elementary School.

The EBES Winter Festival was held 
on Dec. 4. Featuring dozens of  local 
crafters and vendors, the annual event 
always offers residents a chance to shop 
local for the holidays.

This year’s event also included chil-
dren’s programming, raffles, and other 
fun activities taking place throughout 
the day. 

The fair was organized by PIE (People 
Interested in Education), which sup-
ports students and programs at the 
school. 

Photos Kevin Flanders

Amanda Arnberg, of Sturbridge, left, spends the day with her mother, North Brookfield’s 
Justyne Smith.

 Kymberley Hendricks, of Manchester, Conn., gets ready for a day of crafting.

StonebridgePress.com
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as time went on, the regrets started to 
grate at his soul. It wasn’t until he read 
my father’s book decades later that he 
decided he needed to forgive himself.  

That story has stuck with me through 
the years. He didn’t follow his dreams 
because he felt it was too risky. 

It reminds me of  my favorite quote by 
Jim Rohn: “It’s all risky, the minute you 
were born it got risky, if  you think try-
ing is risky - wait till they hand you the 
bill for not trying. If  you think investing 

is risky - wait till you get the tab for not 
investing. It’s all risky, getting married 
is risky, having children is risky, going 
into business is risky, investing your 
money is risky, It’s all risky; I’ll tell you 
how risky life is - you’re not going to get 
out alive….”

If  you think following your dreams is 
risky - wait till they hand you the bill for 
not following your dreams.

It’s all risky. Are some dreams riski-
er than others? It all depends on what 
you’re willing to risk. 

Are you willing to risk facing the con-
sequences for not stepping into the full-
ness of  your destiny? 

MOORE
continued from page    A9

Retirees fear becoming a burden

It’s human nature to 
want to make things eas-
ier for our loved ones – 
and to have great concern 
about adding any stress to 
their lives. In fact, 72 per-
cent of  retirees say that 
one of  their biggest fears 
is becoming a burden on 

their families, according 
to the Edward Jones/Age 
Wave Four Pillars of  the 
New Retirement study. 
How can you address this 
fear?

First, don’t panic. In 
all the years leading up to 
your retirement, there’s 
a lot you can do to help 
maintain your financial 
independence and avoid 
burdening your grown 

children or other family 
members. Consider these 
suggestions:

Increase contribu-
tions to your retirement 
plans and health savings 
account. The greater 
your financial resources, 
the greater your finan-
cial independence – and 
the less likely you would 
ever burden your family. 
So, contribute as much 

as you can afford to your 
IRA, your 401(k) or sim-
ilar employer-sponsored 
retirement plan. At a 
minimum, put in enough 
to earn your employer’s 
matching contributions, 
if  offered, and increase 
your contributions when-
ever your salary goes 
up. You may also want 
to contribute to a health 
savings account (HSA), if  
it’s available.

Invest for growth 
potential. If  you start 
investing early enough, 
you’ll have a long time 
horizon, which means 
you’ll have the opportu-
nity to take advantage 
of  investments that offer 
growth potential. So, 
in all your investment 
vehicles – IRA, 401(k), 
HSA and whatever other 
accounts you may have 
– try to devote a reason-
able percentage of  your 
portfolio to growth-ori-
ented investments, such 
as stocks and stock-based 
funds. Of  course, there 
are no guarantees and 
you will undoubtedly see 
market fluctuations and 
downturns, but you can 
help reduce the impact 
of  volatility by holding 
a diversified portfolio for 
the long term and peri-
odically rebalancing it to 
help ensure it is aligned 
with your risk tolerance 
and time horizon. Keep 
in mind, though, that 

diversification does not 
ensure a profit or protect 
against loss in a declin-
ing market.

Protect yourself  from 
long-term care costs. 
Even if  you invest dili-
gently for decades, your 
accumulated wealth 
could be jeopardized, and 
you could even become 
somewhat dependent 
on your family, if  you 
ever need some type of  
long-term care, such as 
an extended stay in a 
nursing home or the ser-
vices of  a home health 
care aide. The likelihood 
of  your needing such 
assistance is not insignif-
icant, and the care can 
be quite expensive. In 
fact, the median cost for 
home health services is 
nearly $55,000 per year, 
while a private room in a 
nursing home can exceed 
$100,000, according to 
Genworth, an insurance 
company. To help protect 
yourself  against these 
steep and rising costs, 
you may want to contact 
a financial profession-
al, who can suggest an 
appropriate strategy, pos-
sibly involving various 
insurance options.

Create your estate 
plans. If  you were ever 
to become incapacitated, 
you could end up impos-
ing various burdens on 
your family. To guard 
against this possibili-

ty, you’ll want to ensure 
your estate plans contain 
key documents, such as a 
financial power of  attor-
ney and a health care 
directive.

It’s safe to say that no 
one ever wants to become 
a financial burden to 
their family. But putting 
appropriate strategies in 
place can go a long way 
toward helping avoid this 
outcome.

Edward Jones is a 
licensed insurance pro-
ducer in all states and 
Washington, D.C., through 
Edward D. Jones & Co., 
L.P. and in California, 
New Mexico and 
Massachusetts through 
Edward Jones Insurance 
Agency of  California, 
L.L.C.; Edward Jones 
Insurance Agency of  
New Mexico, L.L.C.; and 
Edward Jones Insurance 
Agency of  Massachusetts, 
L.L.C. California 
Insurance License 
OC24309

This article was writ-
ten by Edward Jones 
for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff  Burdick, your local 
Edward Jones Advisor in 
Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edward-
jones.com.

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

Hi! Our names are Ash and 
Emily and we want to be 

adopted together!

Emily and Ash are friend-
ly and sweet siblings who are 
looking to be adopted togeth-
er. Emily is a kind, humorous, 
sweet, and helpful girl. Very 
sociable, she makes friends 
easily, although she sometimes 
can miss social cues. She en-
joys drawing, painting, watch-
ing anime and YouTube videos, 
and going swimming She eas-
ily engages in conversations 
and loves to talk about her day. 
Ash, who uses they/them pro-
nouns, works hard on building 
self-esteem, getting involved 
in the community, expressing 

emotions, and exploring their gender identity. In school, they do very well 
in the classes that they enjoy. Ash does report that they are shy but can be 
outgoing when they feel comfortable.

Legally freed for adoption, Emily and Ash would thrive in a supportive and 
committed two-parent family or in a strong single-parent home. The ideal 
family would provide these siblings with structure, clear boundaries, and a 
nurturing and attentive environment. A home with other children in it would 
be welcomed as well as families with no children. Their new family must be 
willing to help these siblings maintain contact with their biological younger 
brother.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help 
connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match 
for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Ash and Emily 
Age 13 and 14

OBITUARIES
Andrew “Mick” Aroian, 72

SPENCER/ SOUTHBRIDGE- Andrew 
“Mick” Aroian, 72, passed away after a 
long illness on November 30, 2021, at his 
home, surrounded by his family.

He leaves his loving 
wife of  46 years, Leslie 
(Thorpe) Aroian, his 
son, David Reimer of  
Bad Axe MI; his daugh-
ter, Elizabeth Aroian 
Perez and her hus-
band Alex of  Medway, 
his granddaughter 
Raven Reimer of  
Columbus, IN that 
they raised since she 
was a child; his broth-
er Robert Aroian and 
his wife, Gayle of  
Barre and their chil-
dren; granddaughter 
Catalina Perez, niece 
Kathryn Aroian, and 

numerous nieces and nephews.
He was predeceased by his brother 

John S. “Jack” Aroian.
He was born in Worcester, son of  

the late Andrew and Elizabeth (Wilk) 
Aroian, and lived in the area for many 
years.

Whether you knew him was Mick, 

Mike or Andy, you knew a man who 
was extraordinarily gentle, patient and 
kind, even as a child. He held strong 
principles and had a steadfast belief  in 
good.

After earning his Bachelor’s degree 
from Worcester State College, he worked 
at several jobs, until he found the right 
fit for his talents, working with disabled 
adults at Glavin Center for 25 years, 
where he once was awarded Employee 
of  the Year.

Andrew was an Army veteran who 
served 2 tours in the Vietnam war. He 
received the Vietnam service medal 
with seven bronze service stars, and 
an Army Commendation medal for his 
service.

Andrew was a member of  the 
American Legion in Spencer. He was a 
big baseball enthusiast, especially for 
his favorite team, the Boston Red Sox.

Calling hours were held on Sunday 
December 5th from 2-4PM in the 
Belanger Bullard Funeral Home, 51 
Marcy St. Southbridge.

Belanger Bullard Funeral Home 
is directing arrangements. An 
online guestbook is available at 
BelangerFuneralHome.com

Paul M. Maher, 70
Paul M. Maher, 70, Saco Maine, for-

mally of  Spencer, died peacefully at his 
home, Saturday November 20th.

Leaving behind his 
beloved wife Deborah 
Martin of  21 years, 
his daughters Jessica 
Power of  Barre and 
Amy Maher of  North 
Brookfield, stepson 
Tyler Campbell and 
grandson Keaton of  
Agawam, sister Mary 

Sickenberger of  Florida, many nieces, 
nephews, friends and family.

Predeceased by his father and mother, 
Ambrose and Marion, his brother Louie 
and sisters Bernadette Booth and Sandy 
Caudle.

Also known as Bigfoot, Bullwinkle 
and Sasquatch. Paul’s large stature 
failed in comparison to his heart and 
unwavering willingness to help friends, 
and strangers alike, with any task nec-
essary.

Born February 6, 1951 and raised 
in Spencer. As a young adult he was 
known for enjoying demolition der-
bies and racecar driving, especially 
at the Thompson Connecticut Motor 
Speedway.

Paul learned many skills and trades 
through the years, but he found his 
calling fixing tractors, farm equipment 
and heavy machinery. Spending many 
years working at Klems in Spencer 
before eventually opening his own busi-

ness P.M. Truck & Tractor Service, and 
then onto JE Murray in Auburn. He 
was always meeting and making new 
friends everywhere he went!

In retirement he found more time for 
his love of  woodworking.  He crafted 
many beautiful pieces of  furniture with 
thoughtful detail. Eventually opening 
a booth at an Antiques Flea Market in 
Springfield.

Cooking big family meals together 
was certainly enjoyed.  Breakfast treats 
like homemade bread dough and home 
fries were family favorites as well as his 
meat spaghetti and all the fixins that 
came with the Thanksgiving turkey!

Moving to Maine, with his wife, 
was a long awaited dream come true.
Through the years, many trips to Maine 
were taken. Imagining a life near the 
ocean, where they found joy and com-
fort in the waves.  They loved visiting 
all the local craft and antique shops and 
sampling local restaurants. One favorite 
was Mikes Clam Shack in Wells for the 
Sunday Thanksgiving dinner!

We would like to thank all of  his 
family and friends. Without all of  you, 
and your stories, he would not be the 
man that he was. Per his request, there 
will be no calling hours or services 
held. Instead, we ask you all to please 
share your stories of  Paul with those 
you know and those you meet. Because 
wherever you go, someone in the crowd, 
will remember the man named Bigfoot.

Raymond J. Hebert, 81
North Brookfield-Raymond J. Hebert 

age 81, passed away on December 3, 
2021; surrounded 
by his loving family. 
Raymond was born 
in Worcester, a son of  
the late Armand and 
Loretta (Chevvette) 
Hebert. He was also 
predeceased by his 
brother, Arthur 
Hebert; and two sis-

ters, Lucille Hallembeck and Rosalie 
Hebert. 

Raymond is survived by his wife 
Evelyn (Rollins) Wood; three sons, 
Christopher J. Hebert, Jamie R. Hebert, 
Joseph P. Hebert; a daughter, Carrie L. 
Sundquist; several  grandchildren; niec-
es and nephews. 

Raymond was a graduate of  North 

Brookfield High School and Hallmark 
Photo College . He was a member of  
First Congregational Church, North 
Brookfield. He was a 30 year employee 
of  Pratt & Whitney, East Hartford , CT 
where he worked as an ultrasonic inspec-
tor. Raymond had been a photography 
manager for Olan Mills in Tennessee for 
three years. He also was a photographer 
for Walmart and K Mart photo studios. 
A private graveside service was held. In 
lieu of  flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to First Congregational 
Church of  North Brookfield, 144 Main 
St., North Brookfield, MA 01535 or to 
the American Cancer Society , 3 Speen 
St., Framingham, MA 01701. Pillsbury 
Funeral Home, 44 Gilbert St., North 
Brookfield is entrusted with arrange-
ments. www.pillsburyfuneralhome.com

Deborah M. Sears, 68
SPENCER- Deborah M. (Carey) Sears, 

68, of  3 Salem St., died Friday, December 
3, 2021 in her home surrounded by her 

family. She leaves two 
daughters; Danielle 
Aucoin of  Jamestown, 
NY and Nicole 
Aucoin of  Spencer, 
her brother Stephen 
Carey of  Spencer, 4 
granddaughters, a 
great-grandson and a 
great-granddaughter. 

Deborah was born in Milton, MA daugh-
ter of  Joseph and Jeanne (Downing) 
Carey and worked as a residential coun-

selor for the Commonwealth of  MA for 
10 years, retiring in 2014. She enjoyed 
being in the yard, trips to the casino 
and spending time with her family. A 
Graveside Service was held in Worcester 
County Memorial Park, Paxton on 
Tuesday, December 7, 2021 at 10:00 AM. 
Calling hours were held on Monday, 
December 6, 2021 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM in 
the J. HENRI MORIN & SON FUNERAL 
HOME, 23 Maple Terr., Spencer. In lieu 
of  flowers, memorial donations may be 
made to Spencer Rescue Squad, 6 Bixby 
Rd, Spencer, MA 01562.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

of  dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 

a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If  so, why not share them 
with readers of  Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.

TRAINOR
continued from page    A8
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Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Kim Powell has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
replace the septic system located at 56 
Borkum Road, Spencer, MA.
James & Christine Hurley have filed 
an NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission for a proposed addition 
to their home and a septic repair at 36 
Point Eastalee Drive, Spencer, MA.
Jennifer Reil has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
construct a single-family home, sep-
tic system and a driveway at Briarcliff 
Lane, Spencer, MA.
Gordon Olin has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
replace a stormwater catch basin and 
include an inlet drain line connection at 
19 Lake Ave, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
December 15, 2021, at which time all 
persons having an interest may be 
present and participate. Conservation 
Commission meetings open at 6:00 
p.m.
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman 
December 10, 2021

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
DEP File No. TBD

The East Brookfield Conservation 
Commission, in accordance with 
M.G.L. c. 131, §40, will hold the follow-
ing Public Hearing relating to proposed 
work within a wetland, waterbody, or re-
source area and/or within the 100-foot 
buffer zone to a wetland, waterbody, or 
resource area on:
December 21, 2021 at 7:30 PM
in the Memorial Town Complex
This Public Hearing is in regards to a 
Notice of Intent submitted by EBT En-
vironmental Consultants, Inc. on behalf 
of Nancy Sablack for the following: re-
pair of an existing non-conforming Title 
V septic system, located on 105 Maple 
Street in East Brookfield, MA, Tax Map 
No. 004.3 Parcel No. 0168/0003.0.
Any person interested in or wishing to 
be heard on this request should appear 
at the time and place designated.  Cop-

ies of the above noted submittal are 
available for review at the East Brook-
field Town Clerk’s Office.
Submitted by: 
Robert Button
Chairman
EAST BROOKFIELD CONSERVA-
TION COMMISSION
December 10, 2021

TOWN OF SPENCER, 
MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF THE
SEWER COMMISSION

ATTENTION SPENCER RESIDENTS
A PUBLIC HEARING WITH THE 
SEWER COMMISSIONERS WILL BE 
HELD TO DISCUSS SEWER RATE 
FEES IN-PERSON OR REMOTE
Dial in 1-669-224-3412 / Access Code: 
853-944-341
https://www.gotomeet.me/Townof-
SpencerUF/sewer-commissioners
MONDAY DECEMBER 20, 2021@ 
6:30 P.M.
SPENCER WATER DEPARTMENT
3 OLD MEADOW RD.
SPENCER, MA. 01562
December 10, 2021
December 17, 2021

Attorney General’s Notice                                                                                                                                           
Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32, 

as amended by 
Chapter 299 of the Acts of 2000

Town of North Brookfield 
 Case No. 10305

Special Town Meeting o
f November 6, 2020

Articles #13, 14, 15, 17, 18 and 19
Attorney General’s Limited Authority 
to Waive Procedural Defects in the 
Notice of the Planning Board Hearing  
Pursuant to the provisions of  G.L. c. 40, 
§ 32, as amended by Chapter 299 of 
the Acts of 2000, if the Attorney Gen-
eral finds there to be any defect in the 
procedure of adoption or amendment 
of any zoning by-law relating to the 
form or content of the notice of the 
Planning Board hearing prescribed by 
G.L. c. 40A, § 5, or to the manner or 
dates on which said notice is mailed, 
posted or published as required by that 
section, then instead of disapproving 
the by-law or amendment by reason of 
any such defect, the Attorney General 
may elect to proceed under the defect 
waiver provisions of G.L. c. 40, § 32.  
Under those provisions, the Attorney 
General is conditionally authorized to 
waive any such defect.
Defect Determined in Notice of Plan-
ning Board Hearing
The Attorney General has determined 
that the planning board hearing notice 

relating to the above Articles failed to 
comply with the notice requirements 
for such hearing established by G.L. 
c. 40A, § 5.  Section 5 provides in part 
(with emphasis added):
No zoning…by-law or amendment 
thereto shall be adopted until after the 
planning board in a…town has…held 
a public hearing thereon…at which in-
terested persons shall be given an op-
portunity to be heard….  Notice of the 
time and place of such hearing, of the 
subject matter, sufficient for identifica-
tion, and of the place where texts and 
maps thereof may be inspected shall 
be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the…town once in each of 
two successive weeks, the first publica-
tion to be not less than fourteen days 
before the day of said hearing, and by 
posting such notice in a conspicuous 
place in the…town hall for a period 
of not less than fourteen days before 
the day of said hearing.  Notice of said 
hearing shall also be sent by mail, 
postage prepaid to the department of 
housing and community development, 
the regional planning agency, if any, 
and to the planning board of each abut-
ting city and town…
 Based on the materials submitted to 
this Office, we have identified the fol-
lowing defect: the Planning Board 
hearing notice was not sent to the De-
partment of Housing and Community 
Development or the regional planning 
agency, as required by G.L. c. 40A, § 
5.  Apart from this defect, the notice 
appears to satisfy the requirements of 
the statute. 
Attorney General’s Election to Pro-
ceed Under the Waiver Provisions of 
G.L. c. 40, § 32
The Attorney General has elected to 
proceed under the limited defect waiv-
er authority conferred by G.L. c. 40, 
§ 32, as amended by Chapter 299 of 
the Acts of 2000.
Suspension of Review of Zoning By-
Law Amendments
The 90-day period prescribed by law 
for the Attorney General’s review of 
local by-laws is therefore suspended 
in accordance with the provisions of 
G.L. c. 40, § 32, as amended by Chap-
ter 299 of the Acts of 2000.
Posting and Publication of This Notice
The Town Clerk shall post a true copy 
of this Notice in a conspicuous place in 
the North Brookfield Town Hall for a pe-
riod of not less than 14 days and shall 
publish a copy once in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the Town of North 
Brookfield.
Filing of Claim That Defect in Notice 
Was Misleading or Otherwise Preju-

dicial
Within 21 days of the date on which 
this Notice is published in a newspa-
per of general circulation in the Town 
of North Brookfield, any resident of the 
Town of North Brookfield, or the own-
er of any real property in the Town of 
North Brookfield or any other party
entitled to notice of the planning board 
hearing may file with the Town Clerk a 
written statement that the notice defect 
was misleading or otherwise prejudi-
cial.  The statement must include the 
reasons supporting the claim that the 
defect in the Planning Board Notice 
was misleading or otherwise prejudi-
cial.  This statement must be actually 
on file with the Town Clerk not later 
than 21 days from the date on which 
this Notice is published in the newspa-
per.

Town Clerk’s Certification of Compli-
ance with This Notice
After the expiration of the 21-day peri-
od, the Town Clerk shall submit to the 
Attorney General a true copy of this No-
tice with a certification of compliance 
with the publishing and posting require-
ments of the preceding paragraph, and 
a certification that either (a) no claim 
was filed within the 21-day period, or 
(b) one or more claims were filed with-
in the 21-day period. The Town Clerk 
shall submit to the Attorney General 
true copies of any such claim(s).  
Resumption of Attorney General’s 
Review
Upon receipt of one original copy of this 
Notice with the Clerk’s certification, the 
90-day period provided for the Attor-
ney General’s review under G.L. c. 40, 
§ 32, shall resume. If no claim is made, 
the Attorney General has the discretion 
to waive any such defect; if any claim is 
made, however, the Attorney General 
may not waive any such defect. 
Note:  By not filing a claim under 
this provision, a person shall not 
be deprived of the right to assert 
a claim of invalidity arising out of 
any possible defect in the proce-
dure of adoption or amendment, as 
provided in G.L. c. 40, § 32, and in 
G.L. c. 40A, § 5.
Date:  December 2, 2021

Very truly yours,
MAURA HEALEY

ATTORNEY GENERAL
Nicole B. Caprioli

By: Nicole B. Caprioli
Assistant Attorney General

Municipal Law Unit
10 Mechanic Street, Suite 301

Worcester, MA 01608
December 10, 2021

LEGALS

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

INDOOR DINING & TAKE-OUT
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Fri, 12/10 & Sat, 12/11 (a�er 5pm)

HADDOCK PARM

TUNA STEAK

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!

Pumpkin 
Soup 

is Back!
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Check out our menu online at 
www.lascocinasmexicanas.com

1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-5059 (next to Leicester Drive-In)

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

OPEN 
7 DAYS

10AM-9PM
Taco Salad
Desserts: Churros w/cream filling 
or plain ....................................$5.00
Tres Leches Cake ................$3.00
          – Ice Cream – 
Tacos ....................................$3.50 
Burritos .............................$10.25
Quesadilla .........................$12.00
Super Nachos..................$13.00 
Special plates with rice, 
beans and salad

Gift 

Certificates
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Taco Salad

Reservations requested for lunch & dinner. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 1/31/22

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

Book your Holiday Parties! Function Rooms 
for Any Size Party 10-250 Guests

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.comGift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

Merry Christmas to all and thank you for your sup-
port during this past year. May 2022 bring us all 

the best of health, an abundance of joy and 
prosperity, and may we continue to enjoy delicious 

food and drink at Charlies!  
~ Steven, Emily, chefs, bartenders, and waitsta�

WE ARE OPENED FOR 
INDOOR DINING & TAKEOUT!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER 
Hours: Wed-Sun 8:00am - 9:00pm • Closed Mon & Tues 

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

DECEMBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Make the pizza a buffalo or sweet & sour $1 more

Ham & Cheese
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Chicken 
Pizza

Sm. $5.99 
Lg. $8.99

Small 
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.99!

To advertise on this page call June at 

508.909.4062  

or email 

jsima@stonebridgepress.news by Friday Noon

YOUR 
AD HERE
To advertise on this 

page call June at 
508-909-4062
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SPORTS
David Prouty Regional 

Winter Schedule

Quaboag Regional 
Winter Schedule

Bay Path Regional 
Winter Schedule

Leicester High 
Winter Schedule

North Brookfield High 
Winter Schedule

Tantasqua Regional 
Winter Schedule

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at University Park School, 6:30
Dec. 14 vs. Grafton High, 6:30
Dec. 17 at Millbury High, 6:30
Dec. 20 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 23 at Pathfinder Vocational Tech, 

7
Dec. 28 vs. West Boylston High, 6:30
Jan. 4 at Northbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 7 at Quaboag Regional, 7
Jan. 11 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 14 vs. Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Jan. 18 at Bay Path Regional, 6:30
Jan. 20 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 24 at Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 26 at Tahanto Regional, 7
Jan. 28 vs. Quaboag Regional, 5:30
Feb. 1 vs. Murdock High, 6:30
Feb. 3 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30

Feb. 7 vs. North Brookfield High, 6:30
Feb. 10 at Leicester High, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 10 vs. University Park School, 6
Dec. 13 at Grafton High, 6
Dec. 16 vs. Millbury High, 6
Dec. 20 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 22 at North High, 4
Jan. 3 vs. Northbridge High, 6
Jan. 7 at Quaboag Regional, 5:30
Jan. 10 vs. Bartlett High, 6
Jan. 13 at Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Jan. 18 vs. Bay Path Regional, 6
Jan. 21 at Auburn High, 6
Jan. 24 vs. Oxford High, 6
Jan. 26 at West Boylston High, 6:30
Jan. 28 vs. Quaboag Regional, 7
Jan. 31 vs. Southbridge High, 6
Feb. 2 at Murdock High, 6
Feb. 4 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 8 at North Brookfield High, 6:30
Feb. 11 vs. Leicester High, 6

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 14 vs. Millbury High, 6:30
Dec. 17 at Grafton High, 6:30
Dec. 21 vs. Northbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 23 at Millbury High, 6:30
Dec. 30 vs. Tahanto Regional, 1
Jan. 4 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 7 vs. Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 11 at Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Jan. 14 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 17 at Quaboag Regional, 2:30
Jan. 20 vs. Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 24 at Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 26 at Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 31 at Tahanto Regional, 7
Feb. 3 vs. Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Feb. 7 at Worcester Tech, 6:340
Feb. 10 vs. David Prouty Regional, 6:30

Feb. 14 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Feb. 18 at Assabet Valley, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 13 at Millbury High, 6:30
Dec. 16 vs. Grafton High, 6:30
Dec. 20 at Northbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 22 at Blackstone Valley Tech, 5
Dec. 28 vs. Murdock High, 6:30
Jan. 3 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 6 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 10 vs. Tantasqua Regional, 6:30
Jan. 13 vs. Southbridge High, 6
Jan. 18 vs. Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Jan. 21 at Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 25 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 31 vs. Blackstone Valley Tech, 

6:30
Feb. 4 at Quaboag Regional, 6:30
Feb. 8 vs. Doherty High, 6:30
Feb. 11 at David Prouty Regional, 6

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 14 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 17 at Northbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 20 vs. Millbury High, 6:30
Dec. 21 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Dec. 23 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 28 at Mahar Regional, 7
Dec. 30 vs. West Boylston High, 6:30
Jan. 4 at Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 7 at David Prouty Regional, 7
Jan. 11 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 14 vs. Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 17 vs. Leicester High, 2:30
Jan. 20 vs. Grafton High, 6:30
Jan. 24 at Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 28 at David Prouty Regional, 5:30
Jan. 31 at North Brookfield High, 5
Feb. 3 at Leicester High, 6:30

Feb. 7 at Monson High, 6:30
Feb. 10 at Tantasqua Regional, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 13 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 16 vs. Northbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 20 at Auburn High, 6:30
Dec. 28 vs. Mahar Regional, 6:30
Jan. 3 vs. Oxford High, 6:30
Jan. 7 vs. David Prouty Regional, 5:30
Jan. 10 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 13 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Jan. 17 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 18 at Leicester High, 6:30
Jan. 21 at Grafton High, 6:30
Jan. 25 vs. Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 28 at David Prouty Regional, 7
Jan. 31 at North Brookfield High, 7
Feb. 4 vs. Leicester High, 6:30
Feb. 9 vs. Ware High, 6:30
Feb. 10 at Tantasqua Regional, 5
Feb. 14 vs. Granby High, 6:30

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 13 at Bay Path Regional, 6:30
Dec. 16 vs. Immaculate Heart School, 6
Dec. 18 at South Lancaster Academy, 

7:30
Dec. 20 at Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Dec. 29 at Monson High, 7
Jan. 3 vs. Bay Path Regional, 6:30
Jan. 5 vs. Trivium School, 6
Jan. 7 vs. Worcester Tech, 6:30
Jan. 10 vs. West Boylston High, 6:30
Jan. 13 vs. South Lancaster Academy, 

6:30
Jan. 19 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 24 at Sizer School, 7
Jan. 26 at Trivium School, 5:30
Jan. 31 vs. Quaboag Regional, 5
Feb. 3 vs. Bromfield School, 7
Feb. 7 at David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Feb. 9 vs. Blackstone-Millville 

Regional, 6:30
Feb. 11 at Immaculate Heart School, 

5:30
Feb. 14 at Advanced Math and Science 

Academy, 5

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at Ware High, 7
Dec. 16 vs. Immaculate Heart School, 

4:30
Dec. 18 at South Lancaster Academy, 6
Dec. 29 at Monson High, 5:30
Jan. 3 at Bay Path Regional, 5
Jan. 5 at Trivium School, 4
Jan. 13 vs. South Lancaster Academy, 

5
Jan. 19 vs. Trivium School, 6
Jan. 26 at Southbridge High, 5
Jan. 28 vs. Advanced Math and 

Science Academy, 6
Jan. 31 vs. Quaboag Regional, 7
Feb. 2 at Oxford High, 6
Feb. 3 vs. Bromfield School, 5
Feb. 4 vs. Ware High, 6:30
Feb. 8 vs. David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Feb. 11 at Immaculate Heart School, 4
Feb. 14 vs. David Prouty Regional, 4:45
Feb. 16 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 18 vs. Sizer School, 7

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 10 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 13 vs. North Brookfield High, 6:30
Dec. 16 at Parker Charter, 6
Dec. 22 at Tri-County Regional, 6:30
Dec. 30 vs. Keefe Tech, 6:30
Jan. 3 at North Brookfield High, 6:30
Jan. 5 vs. Assabet Valley, 6:30
Jan. 10 at Abby Kelley Foster, 6:30
Jan. 18 vs. David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Jan. 19 at Worcester Tech, 6:30
Jan. 21 at Blackstone Valley Tech, 6:30
Jan. 26 vs. Advanced Math and 

Science Academy, 6:30
Jan. 31 at Oxford High, 6:30
Feb. 2 vs. Keefe Tech, 6:30
Feb. 7 vs. Abby Kelley Foster, 6:30
Feb. 8 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Feb. 14 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 16 at Monty Tech, 7

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at Southbridge High, 5
Dec. 14 at North Brookfield High, 6:30
Dec. 16 vs. North High, 5:30
Dec. 20 at University Park, 5:30
Dec. 22 vs. Tri-County Regional, 6:30
Jan. 3 vs. North Brookfield High, 5
Jan. 5 at Assabet Valley, 6:30
Jan. 10 vs. Abby Kelley Foster, 5
Jan. 11 at Tri-County Regional, 5
Jan. 14 at Parker Charter, 6:30
Jan. 18 at David Prouty Regional, 6
Jan. 19 vs. Worcester Tech, 5
Jan. 21 vs. Blackstone Valley Tech, 5
Jan. 26 at Advanced Math and Science 

Academy, 5
Jan. 27 vs. Bartlett High, 5
Jan. 31 vs. Oxford High, 6:30
Feb. 7 at Abby Kelley Foster, 6:30
Feb. 8 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Feb. 14 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Feb. 16 vs. Monty Tech, 6:30

All schedules are subject to change. 
To find up to date schedules, please visit 
arbiterlive.com.

Boys’ Basketball
Dec. 10 at North High, 6:30
Dec. 14 vs. Northbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 17 at Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 21 vs. Oxford High, 6:30
Dec. 29 at Nashoba Regional, 5:30
Jan. 4 at Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 7 at Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 11 vs. Leicester High, 6:30
Jan. 13 vs. Holyoke High, 5:30
Jan. 14 at David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Jan. 17 at Sutton High, 6:30
Jan. 20 vs. Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 24 at Grafton High, 6:30
Jan. 25 vs. Doherty High, 7
Jan. 27 vs. South High, 6:30
Feb. 1 vs. Minnechaug Regional, 6:30

Feb. 3 at Bartlett High, 6:30
Feb. 10 vs. Quaboag Regional, 6:30

Girls’ Basketball
Dec. 13 at Northbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 16 vs. Uxbridge High, 6:30
Dec. 20 at Oxford High, 6:30
Dec. 23 at Notre Dame Academy, 6:30
Dec. 29 vs. Leominster High, 4
Jan. 3 vs. Auburn High, 6:30
Jan. 6 vs. Southbridge High, 6:30
Jan. 10 at Leicester High, 6:30
Jan. 13 vs. David Prouty Regional, 6:30
Jan. 21 at Millbury High, 6:30
Jan. 25 vs. Grafton High, 6:30
Feb. 1 at Minnechaug Regional, 7
Feb. 3 vs. Shepherd Hill Regional, 6:30
Feb. 4 vs. Bartlett High, 6:30
Feb. 8 at South High, 6:30
Feb. 10 vs. Quaboag Regional, 5

WORCESTER — Rivera 
Promotions Entertainment 
(RPE) is bringing profession-
al boxing back to Webster for 
the first time in 27 years on 
Saturday night, Dec. 18, at 
Webster Town Hall.

RPE’s popular “New England 
Future VIII” will be headlined 
by a rematch of  arguably the 
2021 New England Fight of  the 
Year to date between Puerto 
Rico-native Wilfredo “El 
Sucaro” Pagan (6-1-1, 3 KOs) 
and Carlos Marrero, III (2-6-
2), who fought to a thrilling 
6-round split draw this past 
Aug. 14 in Worcester.

Three-time, two-division 
World champion, RPE promot-
er Jose Antonio Rivera, fought 

in the last show in Webster 
back on Nov. 18, 1994, when the 
then 11-0 Rivera stopped Gerry 
O’Campo in the fourth round at 
Municipal Auditorium. Rivera 
also fought at the Municipal 
Building in Webster on Dec. 10, 
1993, knocking out Julio Torres 
in round three. Fighting on 
that same card was his close 
friend, 3-0 Worcester heavy-
weight Bobby Harris, whose 
son Bobby “BH3” Harris, III 
will be fighting on the RPE Dec. 
18 card.

“Being able to run a boxing 
event at the Webster Town 
Hall is very exciting for me,” 
Rivera said. “I remember fight-
ing there in ’93 and ’94 and 
the place being packed. The 

fans are so close to you, it has 
a Blue Horizon feel to it with 
fans right above your head 
in the balcony section. In our 
‘New England Future’ series, 
we like to showcase boxers 
from all over New England and 
we are happy to bring that to 
Webster, Massachusetts. The 
fans will not be disappointed 
with our line-up of  boxers from 
Worcester, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Lowell, Southbridge 
and other cities and states 
throughout New England.”

Pagan, fighting out of  
Southbridge, and Bridgeport’s 
Marrero, III will be fighting 
again for the vacant New 
England Super Lightweight 
Championship in the 6-round 
main event.

The original Pagan-Marrero 
was an extremely entertain-
ing, non-stop clash in which 
momentum swung round by 

round from one fighter to the 
other. One judge scored the 
fight 58-56 in favor or Pagan, 
another 55-59 for Marrero, and 
the last 57-57.

Tickets are priced at $75 
(reserved seating) and $45 (gen-
eral admission) and available 
for purchase or by contacting 

Jose Rivera (elgallojar@gmail.
com/508.864.6954), AJ Rivera

(anthoneerivera@gmail.
com/774.272.2269) or any of  the 
fighters. Doors open at 6 p.m. 
ET, first bout at 7 p.m. ET.

Photos courtesy Cristian Nunez

Carlos Marrero, III (L) and Wilfredo Pagan battled to a draw this past 
August.

Pro boxing returns to Webster 
for first time in 27 years

NEW ENGLAND’S FUTURE VIII 
SET FOR DEC. 18
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Spencer celebrates return 
of Parade of Lights

SPENCER – After last year’s streets were unusually dark 
around the holidays due to pandemic restrictions, residents 
were thrilled for the return of  the Parade of  Lights.

Held on Dec. 4, the 2021 parade featured strong participation 
from local organizations, agencies, volunteers, and businesses. 
The parade began at David Prouty High School, and residents 
lined the street to watch the parade proceed down Route 9 
toward the town center. 

Photos Kevin Flanders

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

PRICE 
REDUCED 
$60,000

1.5 acres, 26’ living/dining 
room, Fireplace, 2 baths, 2100 
sq.�., 2 car garage

63 Klebart Avenue ~ $429,900

4 bedroom, 1/2 acre lot, Fire-
place, Small barn or workshop

56 Ash Street ~ $234,900

NEW LISTING:
3 units, Unique 
duplex style, 2 
units- 2 bedrooms 
ea., modern bath 
& kitchens, 1st 
�r unit possible 3 
bdrms, Sided, De-

tached garage, Updated electrical service
92 West Main St ~ $425,000

6 Units: Sided, 6  (1) bedroom  units, Recent 
roof, Detached barn
227 School St ~ $525,000

DUDLEY WEBSTER

WEBSTER WEBSTER

ON DEPOSIT

Ask about the 
Homes For Heroes 

Program 
for Buyers 
or Sellers

* Reward and Incentives
Call Diane or Jo-Ann

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Seasons Greetings - Happy Holidays

WEBSTER LAKE –  701 Beacon Park! 5 Rm End Corner Garden 
Unit - One Level Living - No Stairs! 10 Beautiful Acres of Park Like 
Grounds w/Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 1,100’ of Living Space! 
Ample Room for Year Round Living or as 2nd Home - Summers 
on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Well Maintained! 2 Bedrms! 
Master Bath, 2 Baths Total! Beautiful Lakeside Pool, Spectacular 
Beach, Best on the Lake! Detached Garage! $299,000.00!

WEBSTER LAKE – 50 Laurelwood Drive! 90’ Waterfront! 
Western Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! Half Acre, 22,729’, of Natural 
Privacy! 6 Room Custom Built Cedar Home with 2 Car Attached 
Garage! Dining Area and Fireplaced Living Room with Soaring 
Cathedral Ceilings! First Floor Master Bedroom with Full Bath! 2 
Second Floor Bedrooms and Second Full Bath, Large Second Floor 
Expansion Area! Additional Garage Space Under! Lighting Strike 
Fire Damage Repair Required! Tons of Potential! $889,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 33 Loveland Rd! South Pond - Fantastic 19,243’ 
Waterfront Lot with 125’ of Prime South Facing Natural Shoreline 
which Highlights this 5 Room, 2 Bedroom, 3 Season Cottage! Start Your 
Lake Memories Here! Cute & Cozy, the Way the Lake Use to Be! Open 
Floor Plan with Lots of Glass and Panoramic Lake Views! Just Enjoy it 
as it is, or Add on to it, or Take it Down and Build Your Dream Home 
Here! Don’t Need the Entire Lot, Subdivide it and Bring the Cost Down! 
Perfect Gentle Slope to the Water! Town Services! $949,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

DUDLEY – 50 Brandon Rd! 3 Family! 5/5/4 
Rms! 2/2/1 Bedrms! 2/2/1 Bathrms! Investors 
take Notice! Fully Rented! Solid Rental History, 
Long Term Tenants! Conveniently Located! 
Washer & Dryer Hookups in the Basement 
for Each Unit! Efficient Natural Gas Heating! 
Two Driveways provide Off Street Parking 
for up to 5 Vehicles! Dudley’s Low Taxes & 
Desirable School System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 8 Riverside Dr! Super 
Convenient 9 Rm Colonial! Work-in 
Applianced Kit w/Granite Island & 
Dining Area! 24’ Living Rm w/Laminate 
Wood Flooring, Slider to Composite 
Deck! 3-5 Bdrms Total! Master Bath! 
2.5 Baths Total! Finished Lower Level! 
Oil Heat! Roof 2019! $399,900.00 

WEBSTER – 6 Slater Street! Professionals 
Take Notice! Ideal Office Setup! 1St Floor 
w/Waiting Rm, Reception Area, 4 Offices 
w/Sinks, 3 Alcove/Prep Areas, Handicap 
Accessible 1/2 Bath, and Hrdwd Flrs! 2nd 
Floor Currently w/Employee Breakroom w/
Full Kitchen, Cabinets & Closet Storage, 
3/4 Bath and additional office/bedroom! C/
Air! C/Vac! Security System! $349,900.00

WEBSTER – 20 Scenic Ave! Views 
of Webster Lake! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Work-in Applianced Kit! Dining Area 
w/Cathedral Ceiling! Living Rm w/
Pine Flooring, Hearth & Woodstove! 
1st Flr Bedrm, 3 Bdrms Total! 2 Full 
Baths! Expandable Walk-out Lower 
Level! Buderus Oil Heat! Recent 
Roof & Siding! $299,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 10 THOMPSON RD 

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer widows 
& heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. Lg eat-in 
kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming fireplace with 
handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, spacious enough 
for your family gatherings. lower level fireplace family room, 
Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. Reduced $340,000.

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!  $439,900

2 FAMILY! LOCATION, LOCATION! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! SERI-
OUSLY CONSIDER THIS A SOLID INVESTMENT. A GENERAL BUSI-
NESS ZONED! PRIME WEBSTER BUSINESS DISTRICT! A LARGE, 
DEEP LOT, 14,875 SF/0.34 ACRE. 9 Rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 
FHW/OIL.  Garage! Lot is currently private with a mature tree line in 
the rear. Property serviced by Municipal Water & Sewer, Natural Gas 
line in Basement.  A QUICK CLOSE IS POSSIBLE.  $195,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

SORRY SOLD!

THOMPSON CT - 15 WAGER RD 

WEBSTER LAKE - 1301 TREASURE ISL.

Featured New Listing! 

Cape with3 bedrooms, gleaming hardwoods, stone fire-
place. Septic (2019), replacement windows, family and 
dining room, fresh paint throughout! Generator hook up, 
and updated Buderus boiler with holding tank. Garage 
under. This one maybe for you! assisted sale $279,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet sum-
mers on big & beautiful Webster 
Lake! 6 Rooms. Open Floor Plan! 
Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & 
Carpet. Master Bedroom, W/2 
Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths 
Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat 
Slips! Heated Pool! Natural Sandy 
Beach! $439,000.

WEBSTER LAKE - 300 KILLDEER ISL.  

Killdeer Circle! Gently sloping landscape 
to waters edge. Crystal clear shoreline. Ranch  
with 5 rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths! Walkout 
lower level to patio! Garage!   $650,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 
Charlton. ON DEPOSIT  $329,000.

Oxford - 4 Leicester St. - Approx. 8.47 Acres! River Frontage. 
NEW PRICE  $79,500.

Webster - DOUGLAS RD 26 ACRES! onSUGERLOAF HILL 
1000+/- of frontage! SORRY, SOLD! $200,000.

Webster - COOPER RD - 2 BUILDABLE LOTS! 
Water & SEWER Access. Zoned Lake Res.! 

$24,500. Each

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/CHARLTON

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET

2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS 
=16,224 SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! To-
tal 9 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a 
perfect mortgage helper!! Beautiful Hardwood Floors! 
Roomy yard. Off Street Parking! Neighborhood Setting! 

$449,000. 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Multi-Familys - 4 Buildings! 9 Occupied Resi-
dential Units! 1 Occupied Commercial Unit! Huge 
BONUS, Drive through Heated Garage, can ac-
commodate up to 18 Vehicles!    $975,000.

Unit 1404 Marina side of the Complex - with 2 
Boat Slips! 6 rooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 bedrooms, 
fireplace, garage, Sandy Beach, Heated Salt Wa-
ter Pool! $549,000.

Quiet Summers & Fall Seasons 
on Big & Beautiful Webster Lake. 
Completely updated Hardwood & 
Ceramic. Center Island Kitchen. 6 
Rooms. 2-1/2 Baths. a must see. 
Overlooking the Marina. 2 Deeded 
boat slips. assisted sale 
$600,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT IN 6 DAYS

SORRY SOLD!

TREASURE ISLAND - CONDO

WEBSTER - 20 & 22 COOPER RD

LAND  with Sewer & Water access! Excellent 
Opportunity for New Homes! Boat Ramp Near 
by! $24,500., each.

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140-148 HAMILTON ST.

REAL ESTATE

Whatever Your Style,
Find it in the 

Real Estate Section
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$167,065,480.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Buying or Selling? — Are you eligible for a Hero Reward

Average Hero Reward® Savings: $2400
NO RED TAPE • NO HIDDEN FEES • NO CATCH

Receive significant Hero Rewards savings when you buy, sell or refinance a home with our 
real estate, mortgage, title and home inspection specialist

Our Families 
working hard for 

your Family’s Real 
Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 
508-826-8553 

angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber 
508-887-5136 

janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries
(The DeVries Team)

508-320-1018
randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
12:50-2:10 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:07-1:48 a.m.: parking viola-
tions (Cherry Main, High streets), tick-
ets issued; 2:52 a.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Greenville Street), no contact; 7:24 
a.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
8:43 a.m.: animal complaint (Maple 
Street), dead cat in road; 8:49 a.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Water Street), services 
rendered; 8:49 a.m.: accident (Main 
Street), info taken; 9:00 a.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), shelter 
assistance; 9:24 a.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), East Brookfield PD/
pursuit in woods; 11:11 a.m.: juvenile 
matter (Marble Road), assist family; 
11:11 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Cherry 
Street), resolved; 12:11 p.m.: officer 
wanted (South Spencer Road), party 
locked inside txr sta; 12:21 p.m.: fire/
woods/grass (High Street), water com-
ing from bldg.; 1:26 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Lincoln Street), dogs in apt.; 
2:26 p.m.: LTC issued/2 (West Main 
Street), assisted; 3:19 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 3:41 p.m.: 
accident (West Main Street), report 
taken; 3:47 p.m.: suspicious mv (West 
Main Street), investigated; 4:14 p.m.: 
medical/general (Cottage Street); 3:42 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Main Street), 
kids disrupting traffic; 5:00 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (West Main Street), 
accidental; 5:01 p.m.: medical/general 
(Donnelly Cross Road); 5:07 p.m.: acci-
dent (Main Street), report taken; 6:24 
p.m.: mv complaint (North Spencer 
Road), erratic operator; 6:55 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Howe Village); 7:44 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), erratic 
operator; (Total daily mv stops – 1).    m

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
12:29-12:50 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:57 a.m.: parking violation 
(Main Street), ticket issued; 1:09-2:40 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 9:33 
a.m.: lost/found (Main Street), lost 
cell phone; 10:30 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (West Main Street), dead ani-
mal; 10:56 a.m.: illegal dumping (South 
Spencer Road), box dropped fr min-
ivan; 1:01 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Maple Street), resolved; 1:01 p.m.: mv 
lockout (Main Street), assisted; 1:43 
p.m.: attempted larceny (Mill Street), 
attempted mv break-in; 8:05 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Howe Village), no emer-
gency; 8;27 p.m.: officer wanted (Wire 
Village Road), rep. of  lights in sky; 9:00 
p.m.: animal complaint (Pioneer Valley 
Road), bear in yard; (Total daily mv 
stops – 2).

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
1:24 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

1:55 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 
Main Street), no contact; 2:19-2:38 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 7:21 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), LTC 
change of  address; 8:26 a.m.: medical/

general (Terkanian Drive); 9:28 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), misdi-
al; 10:02 a.m.: medical/general (Wall 
Street); 12:31 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), dog in roadway; 1:56 
p.m.: mv complaint (Route 49), errat-
ic operator; 2:35 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Lake Avenue); 5:08 p.m.: 911 call 
(Hastings Road), accidental; 6:25 p.m.: 
911 call (Howe Village), no emergen-
cy; 6:35 p.m.: medical/general (Summit 
Street); 6;39 p.m.: DPW call (West 
Main Street), snow sticking to road-
way; 7:04 p.m.: DPW call (Elm Street), 
sewer backup; 8:57 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Sampson Street), assisted; 9:18 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), services 
rendered; 10:30 p.m.: 911 call (Howe 
Village), accidental; 10:54 p.m.: intelli-
gence/parole (West Main Street), info 
taken; (Total daily mv stops – 0).

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
12:18-12:44 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:55 a.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 12:56-2:04 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 4:05 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 4:26 a.m.: DPW 
call (West Main Street), slippery con-
ditions; 4:40 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Pleasant Street), spoken to; 8:32 a.m.: 
medical/general (Crestview Drive); 
9:42 a.m.: animal complaint (Lincoln 
Street), dead fox; 11:24 a.m.: medical/
general (Smithville Road); 11:56 a.m.: 
medical/general (Donnelly Road); 1:01 
p.m.: fire alarm (Clark Road), referred; 
2:46 p.m.: officer wanted (Lake Street), 
req. officer to residence; 4:59 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Main Street), 
no emergency; 4:56 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Smithville Road), referred; 5:22 p.m.: 
RV complaint (Pleasant Street), dirt 
bike in street; 5:44 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 6:53 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (West Main Street), acci-
dental; 8:22 p.m.: mv complaint (Water 
Street), speeding; 9:12 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (North Spencer Road), erratic 
operator; 10:24 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), MSP bolo/poss. drunk 
driver; 11:11 p.m.: 911 call (Pleasant 
Street), open line; 11:36 p.m.: animal 
complaint (West Main Street), stray cat; 
11:38 p.m.: medical/general (Smithville 
Road); (Total daily mv stops – 2).  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28
12:19-1:41 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:32-1:49 a.m.: parking viola-
tions/3 (Pope, Pearl, Chestnut streets), 
tickets issued; 2:00 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Paxton Road); 3:27 a.m.: commer-
cial alarm (West Main Street), 7:03 a.m.: 
mv lockout (Grove Street), assisted; 
7:04 a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), 
storage trailer door open; 7:42 a.m.: 
medical/general (Hastings Road); 8:44 
a.m.: accident (Main Street), guardrail 
damage; 9:20 a.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operator; 9:50 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Howe Village); 1:09 p.m.: 
medical/general (Pond Street); 1:49 
p.m.: parking violation (Maple Street), 
ticket issued; 3:37 p.m.: RV complaint 

(Norcross Road), dirt bikers; 5:01 p.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 7:41-
7:48 p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
8:44-p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
hang-up; 9:13 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 10:34 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Valley Street), hang-up; 10:44 p.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village), lift 
assist; (Total daily mv stops – 2).

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29   
12:59-1:37 a.m.: parking violations/5 

(Mechanic, High, Church, McDonald 
streets), tickets issued; 1:04-1:45 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 6:42 a.m.: 
accident (Route 49), mv vs deer; 7:32 
a.m.: disabled mv (North Brookfield 
Road), assisted; 8:36 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Wall Street); 10:46 a.m.: extor-
tion/blackmail (Pleasant Street), rep. 
blackmail via Facebook; 10:50 a.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), erratic 
operator; 11:08 a.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 11:37 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Lake Street), family issue; 2:11 p.m.: 
lost/found (South Spencer Road), trail-
er plate found; 2:26 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Hastings Road), info taken; 
4:25 p.m.: medical/general (Mercury 
Drive); 4:35 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), no contact; 4:46 
p.m.: vandalism (Prospect Street), mv 
vandalized; 6:03 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Mechanic Street); 6:13 p.m.: fraud 
(Main Street), unauth. use of  debit 
card; 6:42 p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 6:42 p.m.: FID issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 7:51-7:52 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 7:56 
p.m.: 911 call (Ash Street), re: Senior 
Center closure; 8:01 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Paxton Road), student driver prob-
lem; 8:10 p.m.: medical/general (Howe 
Village), lift assist; 8:24 p.m.: RV com-
plaint (Pleasant Street), dirt bikes in 
road/no headlight; 9:24-9:44 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 10:15 p.m.: medi-
cal./general (Howe Village); 10:47 p.m.: 
mutual aid (West Main Street), East 
Brookfield PD bolo; (Total daily mv 
stops – 0).

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
1:42-1:54 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 8:15 a.m.: medical/general 
(Smithville Road); 9:11 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Wall Street), lift assist; 
9:52 a.m.: medical/general (Pleasant 
Street); 10:07 a.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Ash Street), disruptive student in 
elevator; 10:22 a.m.: medical/general 
(Mechanic Street); 1:00 p.m.: animal 
complaint (High Street), loose dog; 1:34 
p.m.: fraud (Greenville Street), call fr 
USCBP; 2:26 p.m.: restraining order 
service (West Main Street); 2:45 p.m.: 
LTC issued (West Main Street), assist-
ed; 4:06 p.m.: parking complaint (Elm 
Street), services rendered; 5:21 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Monticello Drive), 
no contact; 6:17 p.m.: disabled mv (West 
Main Street), assisted; 6:39 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Main Street), rep. shoplifting; 
7:28 p.m.: intelligence/parole (West 
Main Street), info taken; 8:40 p.m.: 

accident (Cranberry Meadow Road), 
rep. of  previous accident; 9:29 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 9:40 p.m.: 
parking violation (High Street), tick-
et issued; 9:41 p.m.: medical/sudden 
death (Charron Street); 10:30 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Pleasant Street), aggressive 
motorist; (Total daily mv stops – 5).

# # # 

Leicester Police

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
4:07 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 
8:35 a.m.: animal complaint (Warren 
Avenue), referred to ACO; 9:07 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 9:11 a.m.: disturbance (Main 
Street), resolved; 11:16 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Mulberry Street), transported; 
1:07 p.m.: erratic operator (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 2:05 p.m.: welfare 
check (Henshaw Street), spoken to; 2:17 
p.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive), gone 
on arrival; 3:59 p.m.: abandoned 911 
call (Glen Ellen Lane), resolved; 7:42 
p.m.: erratic operator (Main Street), no 
action required; 8:21 p.m.: erratic oper-
ator (Main Street), unable to locate; 
9:30 p.m.: disabled mv (River Street), 
assisted.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
12:13 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 

verbal warning; 12:40 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 5:48 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 8:59 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (Main Street), resolved; 
9:58 a.m.: investigation (Stockholm 
Street, Worcester), services rendered; 
12:29 p.m.: suspicious activity (South 
Street), resolved; 12:37 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 12:53 p.m.: 
disturbance (Main Street), gone on 
arrival; 9:27 p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), transported; 9:43 
p.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), no 
action required; 9:44 p.m.: suspicious 
activity (Main Street), spoken to; 10:13 
p.m.: ambulance (Maple Street), trans-
ported.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
8:04 a.m.: ambulance (Washburn 

Square), transported; 10:26 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Howard Terrace), transported; 
10:50 a.m.: assist citizen (Main Street); 
11:42 a.m.: ambulance (Washburn 
Square), transported; 12:13 p.m.: 
welfare check (Washburn Square), 
resolved; 12:15 p.m.: summons service 
(Main Street), unable to serve; 12:18 
p.m.: assist citizen (Pleasant Street), 
resolved; 1:55 p.m.: gunshots heard 
(Auburn Street), unfounded; 1:56 p.m.: 
larceny (Hyland Avenue), resolved; 3:48 
p.m.: investigation (Pleasant Street), 
services rendered; 9:56 p.m.: erratic 

POLICE REPORTS

Turn To POLICE LOGS page     A18
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous 

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FULL AND PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!  

Pressroom help needed
Excellent Hourly Wage
SIGN ON BONUS
Daytime, weekday hours 
NO NIGHTS OR WEEKENDS

Call us 24 hours a day, and 
leave your name and number 
on our Publishing Job Hotline

(508) 909-4051 

You can also email 
your resume to 

Jim@StonebridgePress.news

Previous pressroom experience 
is a big plus, but we will train

 the right person for this 
rewarding job.

Positions are year-round 
Monday-Friday printing our 

22 community newspapers 
 that are distributed in

 three New England states.

Stonebridge Press is looking 
for press helpers, and also a 
lead press operator for our

 Southbridge newspaper 
printing headquarters.

SPEAKER FOR SALE
Sonos Best Woofer
Brand New  $300

4 LADDER BACK 
CHAIRS

$100 ea
Call 508-885-6988

SOUTHBRIDGE 
4 rooms

Bedroom, living room,
 dining, kitchen & bath
All appliance included 

Looking for single person 
No Smoking, No Pets

Electric heat
$800/month

First last security 
508-765-5129

Hiring?
Reach 
More
Local 
Applicants

HelpWanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (508) 76+4-4325

operator (Soojians Drive), spoken to; 
11:33 p.m.: accident (Marshall Street), 
mv towed.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
1:34 a.m.: threats (Winslow Avenue), 

resolved; 9:09 a.m.: disabled mv (Paxton 
Street), resolved; 10:44 a.m.: assist cit-
izen (Paxton Street); 11:15 a.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 11:22 a.m.: assist citizen (Paxton 
Street); 11:40 a.m.: ambulance (Laflash 
Lane), transported; 1:09 p.m.: accident 
(Auburn Street), report taken; 9:27 p.m.: 
disturbance (Stafford Street), resolved; 
11:52 p.m.: mv stop (South Main Street), 
verbal warning.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28
12:11 a.m.: assist other PD (South Main 

Street), services rendered; 12:20 a.m.: 
mv stop (South Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police depart-
ment, unlicensed operation, criminal 
application issued; 2:05 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), warning; 9:46 a.m.: mv 
stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 

citation issued; 10:22 a.m.: neighbor 
dispute (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
resolved; 1:43 p.m.: welfare check (Main 
Street), spoken to; 2:45 p.m.: accident 
(Soojians Drive), assisted; 6:26 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Siani Road), referred to 
ACO; 8:40 p.m.: family problem (Rawson 
Street), report taken.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29
12:12 mv stop (Main Street), verbal 

warning; 12:31 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, number plate viola-
tion, op w/suspended license, mv 
towed; 1:04 a.m.: accident (Main Street), 
Gary H. Bergstrom, 50, 79 High Street, 
Southbridge, leaving scene of  a proper-
ty damage accident, marked lanes vio-
lation, arrested; 5:45 a.m.: ambulance 
(River Street), transported; 6:34 a.m.: 
commercial alarm (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), call canceled; 6:59 a.m.: 
investigation (Stafford Street), services 
rendered; 7:11 a.m.: investigation (Main 
Street), services rendered; 8:29 a.m.: 
keep the peace (Massasoit Drive), peace 
restored; 10:41 a.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), written warning; 12:53 

p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 1:22 p.m.: ambu-
lance (Pryor Road), transported; 2:20 
p.m.: malicious mischief  (Pine Street), 
resolved; 3:42 p.m.: ambulance (Crest 
Circle, Worcester), transported; 4:10 
p.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 4:28 p.m.: wel-
fare check (McCarthy Avenue), report 
taken; 5:28 p.m.: investigation (Park 
Lane), services rendered.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
1:20 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name 

and address redacted from police log, 
number plate violation to conceal ID, 
number plate violation, uninsured mv, 
criminal application issued; 8:25 a.m.: 
mv stop (Paxton Street), written warn-
ing; 8:59 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
verbal warning; 9:25 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), citation issued; 9:51 a.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), mv towed; 10:03 a.m.: 
larceny (South Main Street), spoken 
to; 10:44 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton Street), 
spoken to; 11:08 a.m.: disabled mv (Peter 
Salem Road), assisted; 1:49 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Tobin Road), peace restored; 
2:07 p.m.: ambulance (Henshaw Street), 

transported; 2:24 p.m.: ambulance 
(Winslow Avenue), transported; 2:44 
p.m.: debris in road (Stafford Street), 
advised civil action; 4:02 p.m.: suspi-
cious activity (Pine Street), unable to 
locate; 6:01 p.m.: ambulance (Pleasant 
Street), transported.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1
12:01 a.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford 

Street), spoken to; 1:06 a.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 
8:30 a.m.: trespassing (Parker Street), 
spoken to; 9:10 a.m.: welfare check 
(Winslow Avenue), transported; 9:30 
a.m.: accident (Mill Street), report 
taken; 9:44 a.m.: erratic operator (South 
Main Street), call canceled, 9:45 a.m.: 
suspicious activity (South Main Street), 
call canceled; 10:32 a.m.: ambulance 
(Southbridge Street, Auburn), call can-
celed; 10:39 a.m.: suspicious mv (Rawson 
Street), spoken to; 3:55 p.m.: erratic 
operator (South Main Street), spoken 
to; 4:32 p.m.: suspicious mv (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), resolved; 10:05 
p.m.: disabled mv (Stafford Street), ser-
vices rendered.

# # #

POLICE LOGS
continued from page    A17

said Selectman Allen Phillips. 
“All buildings came with every-
thing inside, so we have an abun-
dance that we will have to decide 
what to do with in the end.”

Each working group will 
include a Select Board repre-
sentative, with most of  the five 
members serving on multiple 
groups. Selectmen are looking 
forward to working with resi-
dent-members of  the groups.

“My hat off  to the residents for 
continuing to be involved in the 
process,” Phillips said.

At the Sept. 21 Special Election, 
residents approved a $19.9 mil-

lion debt exclusion request for 
the acquisition of  the former 
Becker College campus.

Home to 19 buildings on 28 
acres, the college closed at the 
end of  the 2020-21 academic year 
due to financial struggles wors-
ened by COVID-19. The property 
includes a new turf  field; a cam-
pus center; a veterinary health 
clinic; a gymnasium; the histor-
ic May House; several dormito-
ries and other residences; and 
the Swan Library. Additionally, 
the college’s kitchen, gym equip-
ment, and veterinary equipment 
were included in the sale, as well 
as the IT network and equip-
ment.

Officials have said portions of  
the property could be used to 

significantly improve the town’s 
schooling situation. Last year, 
voters rejected a new school pro-
posal, and officials have scram-
bled to find a solution to aging 
school buildings and outdated 
equipment.

Looking ahead, members 
of  the working groups will 
begin meeting upon formation. 
Additionally, the Select Board 
and Town Administrator’s 
office will work together to 
create a building maintenance 
and grounds plan for all newly 
acquired structures.

If  you have questions about 
the Nov. 30 meeting or the indi-
vidual working groups, contact 
the Town Administrator’s office 
at 508-892-7077.

BECKER
continued from page    A1

Say it in living color!
The world isn’t black and white. 

So, why is your ad?
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163 North Main St.
NORTH BROOKFIELD

508-867-8800

Gift Certificates

For the Holidays 
Try Our

BBQ Chicken & Buffalo 
Chicken Footlongs

SELF PICK-UP OR
CALL TO SCHEDULE

YOUR DELIVERY TODAY!

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Bond

• Construction Stone • Septic Stone 
• Septic Sand • Presby Sand 

• Concrete Sand • Silt 
 • Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Screened Loam stored in building

WINTER
Bulk Road Salt 
Sand/Salt Mix

Bulk Treated Salt
Stored in Building

Washed Winter Road Sand 
  STOCK UP NOW!

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, SKATES

OVER THE RANGE
MICROWAVE OVEN

Reg. $29899

$21999

LG FRONT LOAD
WASHER

Reg. $89999

$79999

GIANT 
TOY

DEPARTMENT

GIANT 
TOY

DEPARTMENT

GIGANTIC
TV SALE

CHRISTMAS SALE  
Beat the Shortages & Price Increases! Don’t buy Till You See Us!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Call or stop by for more details. 
Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Call or stop by for more details. 

Shopping All Day?
Save yourself some time, Let us do the cooking!

�e Morse Family Christmas Tree Farm 
has been a local tradition bringing happiness

 and joy to families for over 60 years! 

994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)
Southbridge • 508-764.3231 • www.morse-lumber.com

7 Days a Week from 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Cut your own or choose 
from our large selection of 
fresh-cut Christmas Trees, 

Blue Spruce, 
Black Hills Spruce, 

Balsam Fir, 
Fraser Fir, Concolor Fir 

and Grand Fir.
All sizes 4’ to 12’

MORSE TREE FARM 
AT THE LUMBER YARD

bution to the safety and wellbeing of  
the community, especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” read a statement 
released by the club. 

The National Exchange Club’s lon-
gest running project, the Book of  
Golden Deeds Award, recognizes dedi-
cated volunteers who contribute their 
time and talents toward improving 
community affairs.

“Ever since the Exchange Club 
of  Huntington, Ind., sponsored the 
first award in 1919, thousands of  
unsung heroes and heroines have 
been recognized,” the club’s statement 
read. “Honoring fellow citizens with the 
Book of  Golden Deeds Award is a heart-
warming and inspiring act not only for 
the honoree, but for any Exchange Club. 
The award exemplifies The National 
Exchange Club’s beliefs.”  

Local first responders were thrilled 
to be presented with the award by the 
Exchange Club. It always means a lot 

for responders to be recognized by the 
community they serve and protect.

“I am humbled by this award – one 
of  the Exchange Club’s oldest awards,” 
said Spencer Police Chief  David Darrin. 
“It is a testament to the members of  my 
department and their commitment to 
public service and making Spencer a 
better place to live and work.”  

The Dec. 2 dinner also served as a 
celebration of  the Exchange Club’s 75 
years of  service to the community.

“Community service is helping oth-
ers and making the world a better place 

for those who come after us. That’s what 
the Spencer Exchange Club is all about 
and what drives our membership to 
continue that mission,” said club mem-
ber Pat George in a previous interview. 
“Members have changed through the 
years, but the mission has remained 
the same.”

As a gift to the town in honor of  
the Exchange Club’s 75th anniversa-
ry, the club donated a $6,000 piece of  
playground equipment for Powder Mill 
Park. 

HONORS
continued from page    A1
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Come Join Our Team

Want a NEW CAREER? Caring for others is rewarding! 
We will send the right candidates to school to become a 

certified nursing assistant. 
Apply online and start helping others today!

Seeking ALL 
Direct Care Staff 

including
FT & PT days shift dietary aides

FT Floor Tech
FT Housekeeper
PT Laundry Aide

FT overnight Nurses
FT overnight CNAs

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Using ON-SHIFT for scheduling –  get paid up to 50% of your shift the day after you work!Using ON-SHIFT for scheduling –  get paid up to 50% of your shift the day after you work!

$5 Dunkins Card 
for every interview
Raffles • Giveaways

OPEN HOUSE 
EVERY WEDNESDAY

*SIGN-ON BONUSES:  
$10,000 FT overnight nurses & 5K for referrals
$7,500 evening nurses & 3K for referrals
$5,000 daytime nurses & 3K for referrals
$3,000 FT aids & 1K for referrals

Till the end of the year

from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

We now have the 
HIGHEST RATES 

in Worcester 
County for direct 

care staff!

We are a 
Deficiency-Free community 

facility in a beautiful 
small town 

with a family feel.

We Offer Great Benefits
Health and Dental 
Flexible schedules
High Rates

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Sign-On Bonuses 
up to $10,000*
Referral Bonus 
(for when you bring a friend)

Education Reimbursement

Higher Wages 
Even Higher Wages for 
Full and Part-time Staff

Apply Today at 
www.quaboagonthecommon.com

For more information please contact: Julie Stapleton at 508.867.7716
APPLY ONLINE AT: www.quaboagonthecommon.com

Check out our team on Facebook

Quaboag Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center




