
BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – 
Charlton’s Police Chief 
is praising several indi-
viduals from within his 
department for helping 
catch a young suspect 
responsible for a car theft 
in nearby Brookfield.

During an April 27 
meeting of the Charlton 
Board of Selectmen, Town 

Administrator Andrew 
Golas read a letter from 
Police Chief Daniel Dowd 
that discussed an ongo-
ing issue with a local 
gang plaguing the tri-
state area. For nearly two 
years a Hartford, Conn.-
based group of young and 
older individuals have 
taken to stealing cars in 
Connecticut, traveling 
to Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island where they 
target unlocked vehicles 
in the early morning 
hours and then return 
to Connecticut in differ-
ent stollen cars. On the 
morning of April 17, three 
members of the Charlton 
Police Department 
helped apprehend a sus-
pect who may have been 

part of the gang.
On April 17 at 5:01 

a.m., Dispatcher Shawna 
Tankersley, Officers 
Brian Condrant and 
Anthony Gribbons 
were working the over-
night shift when they 
learned of a stolen vehi-
cle in Brookfield. Chief 
Dowd said this is when 
his employees went into 
actions. 

“Officer Gribbons 
located the vehicle at 
a business on Route 20 
as the suspect was flee-
ing on foot. Dispatcher 
Tankersley was instru-
mental in correcting 
some misinformation 
and getting officers to the 
scene,” Chief Dowd said 
in his letter. “Sturbridge 

Police, Massachusetts 
State Police and Charlton 
Police then established 
a perimeter while await-
ing K-9 response. The 
Massachusetts State 
Police k-9 was quickly 
able to locate the 17-year-
old responsible for this 
theft.”

The official report 
from the Charlton 
Police Department said 
the vehicle was spotted 
at 5:15 a.m., and that 
an attempted traffic 
stop led to the suspect 
fleeing on foot into the 
woods near Sampson 
Road. The suspect was 
eventually apprehended 
attempting to reach the 
Massachusetts Turnpike 
Eastbound Plaza. No 

officers were reported 
injured during the inci-
dent, but Dowd said that 
due to reports of the gang 
stealing firearms from 
vehicles officers under-
stood the risks when 
helping apprehend the 
suspect.

“I would like to 
acknowledge the hard 
work and dedication 
and potential danger 
the police department 
personnel exposed them-
selves to that morning 
and that these men and 
women are deserving of 
the recognition of a job 
well done,” said Dowd.

Following the reading 
of the letter, Selectman 
David Singer added his 
own word of thanks for 

the police personnel 
involved. 

“I have said repeatedly, 
and I always will, that 
Charlton’s finest are not 
just Charlton’s finest,” 
Singer said. “They are 
the finest in New England 
really and I’m very proud 
of the team we have in 
Charlton. They always 
go above and beyond. 
I’m sure everyone in this 
community is very proud 
of them.”

The name of the sus-
pect has been withheld 
as they are considered a 
minor being under the 
age of 18.

CHARLTON — In 
many hospitals across 
the nation, entry-lev-
el nursing requires a 
Bachelor’s in nursing 
degree. At Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
(MIT) Medical, Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy alumna Linda 
Chavez, LPN, class of 2019 
is shining! MIT Medical 
provides further training 
which is encouraging for 
Chavez.  

Working the front lines 
of health care, Chavez 
cannot help but remem-
ber how her nursing jour-
ney started. 

“I was working with the 
Chief Medical Director 
at Spectrum and he sug-
gested I become a nurse,” 
said Chavez. 

“He said it would be 
a good career change 
for me and that I would 
be great at it,” Chavez 
added. 

At the time, Chavez 
was at the Health Care 
System in various 
capacities. Her educa-
tional background was 
Sociology and adminis-
tration of justice from 
Rutgers University. She 
had been a Correctional 
Recovery Academy 

Counselor, Medicated 
Assisted Treatment Case 
Manager, and a Medical 
Coordinator. She was, 
however up for the chal-
lenge. 

Chavez said, “Why not 
become a nurse? I highly 
respected all the nurses 
at my job and figured it 
would be a great oppor-
tunity.” 

She added enthusias-
tically, “Best decision I 
ever made!” 

As an LPN at MIT 
Medical, she is one of 
the nurses who can spot 
opportunities for improv-
ing medical devices or 
creating new ones. Like 
many health profession-
als, COVID-19 has impact-
ed her work. 

In her own 
words, “Having to help 
patients virtually and 
via telephone. . .at the 
beginning of the pandem-
ic, the medical building 
closed for all services 
except urgent care, ob/
gyn, and pediatrics. I 
had to learn new skills 
in other departments. I 
also covered the COVID 
hotline. I had to always 
be prepared with the lat-
est information to give 
to patients. Doing the 

hotline helped me deter-
mine what questions to 
ask to get the information 
I needed from patients 
and how to better learn 
the computer system at 
work. I also had to devel-
op a plan on how to better 
serve our patients in my 
department i.e., pertinent 
information was needed 
for the medical providers 
to have before each visu-
al visit.”  

 Chavez credits Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy for much of her 
success. 

“Thank you, Bay Path 
Nursing Academy for 
helping me reach my 
goal. Every Nurse that 
graduated from Bay Path 
leaves with the skills 
necessary to be success-
ful at any job,” she con-
tinued. “The education I 
received at Bay Path has 
helped me out so much 
in my career. The skills 
I learned in clinicals 
and labs are still used to 
this day. I learned time 
management and mak-
ing time where there is 
none!” 

With a smile, she 
expressed that “The 
professors at Bay Path 
empower their students, 
and always encourage 
them to reach their goals. 
I remember that for one 
of my clinicals I had 
school nurse observa-
tion at Bay Path RVTHS. 
That is where I realized 
that I wanted to become a 
school nurse.” 

She explains, “And 
here I am working for one 
of the top colleges in the 
world in their medical 
department as a nurse!”  

 Chavez plans on con-
tinuing her education 
to become an RN. For 
aspiring nurses, Chavez’s 
advice is to “always strive 
to reach your goals, no 
matter how long it takes.”  

In a separate piece 
of good news, Chavez 
was featured in a 
presentation from 
P.E.O. (Philanthropic 
E d u c a t i o n a l 
Organization) for 
Massachusetts State 
Convention for 
Program for Continuing 
Education (PCE). As a 
nursing student at Bay 
Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, Chavez was a 
PCE $3,000 grant recipi-
ent, volunteer for Medical 
Reserve Corps, officer for 
the UNICEF Club, certi-
fied in Dementia Care, 
Mental Health First Aid, 
and Infusion Therapy/
Central Line care; and 
District Champion in 
Medical Terminology 
earning a bronze medal 
at SkillsUSA.  
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Historical Society 
to host Winfried P. 

Sommerfeld 
photography exhibit 

AUBURN — The Auburn Historical Society and Museum is proud to be hosting 
the Winfried P. Sommerfeld photography exhibit created by Fred Miriani from the 
Photographic Preservation Center in Cambridge. 

Winfried P. Sommerfeld emigrated from his native Germany in 1945. Following 
his tour of duty in the US Army, he settled in Auburn. When stationed in Texas 
he photographed his army buddies who, impressed with his photographic skills, 
encouraged him to pursue a career in photography. Sommerfeld, returned to 
Auburn and established Sommerfeld Photo Film on Southbridge Street. He trav-
eled New England’s country roads photographing the vernacular architecture of 
motels, restaurants, and the rapidly growing automobile industry.

His photographs were printed as postcards and as advertisements and publicity. 
The Photographic Preservation Center which, with support of Mass Humanities, 
The Dr. Arthur Pappas and Dr. Martha Pappas Foundation and the Auburn 
Historical Museum is preserving over 1,000 of Sommerfeld’s historic photographs. 
Many of these photographs are on display at the Museum at 41 South St. Admission 
is free to the public on Saturdays and Tuesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

CHARLTON — Local 
business and homeown-
ers in need of a profes-
sional deep cleaning 
have a new resource 
to turn to in Charlton-
based Buffone Cleaning 
Services.

Founded in December 
of last year by Stephen 
Buffone, the veter-
an-owned and operated 
cleaning company is com-
mitted to providing mili-
tary precision and atten-
tion to detail, offering a 
range of services for both 
residential and commer-
cial customers, including 
post-construction clean-
up, routine office build-
ing cleanings, move-in 
and move-out cleaning, 
and disinfections.

“Buffone Cleaning 

Services has the equip-
ment, knowledge, preci-
sion, and skill to clean, 
sanitize, and disinfect 
your space,” Buffone 
says. “Our disinfection 
services ensure that your 
facility is operating in a 
safe and healthy environ-
ment.”

The company, he 
explained, has the prop-
er supplies to disinfect 
any type of surface, and 
to provide a safe and 
well-maintained space 
with passion. He promis-
es to exceed customers’ 
expectations for routine 
and specialty needs such 
as COVID-19 disinfection 
services, and is proud to 
use only safe choice and 
green sealed certified 
cleaning products that 

keep clients’ health, prop-
erty, and working envi-
ronment protected.

“I take pride in the 
services I render, and 
would like the oppor-
tunity to show you and 
your company how I 
can add that finishing 
touch to your project,” he 
added. “Military service 
instilled the focus and 
dedication that I have to 
my craft, ensuring that 
all jobs are completed 
with the highest degree 
of professionalism and 
attention to detail.”

Buffone Cleaning 
Services can be reached 
by phone at (774) 230-7235 
or by e-mail at buffone-
cleaningservices@gmail.
com.

Bay Path alum lands 
position at MIT  

Local veteran brings military 
precision to new cleaning business

Charlton Police Chief praises officers for arrest of suspected car thief

Linda Chavez
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J is for Jewelry

A Family Business Since 1949
136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 

 www.cormierspencer.com 508-885-3385
Tues, Wed, Fri 10-5; Thurs 10-6; Sat 10-3

Sun & Mon closed

For Mom, Grads,  

Birthdays, or 

Anniversaries… 

give flowers  

that will last  

a lifetime

X is for eXpert P.T.

Accepting New Patients!

Choice Physical Therapy is a Patient 
First, Goal Orientated PT Clinic.

Free Injury Evaluation for a limited 
time. Covid-safe precautions are 

always taken. 
By appointment only. 

774-449-8058
133 W. Main St., Spencer

I is for Insects
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1997

PEST CONTROL
508-864-0346

ACCURATE
JASON HIGHT

LICENSE#40308
DAVE HIGHT

LICENSE#1649

One time treatments starting at $125. 
Treat your yard before they take over!

Residential quarterly services starting at less 
then $1.50 a day. Stay pest free year long.

SPECIALIZING IN: 
•Ants •Bedbugs •Bees •Beetles • Fleas •Flies  

•Hornets •Mice •Rats •Roaches • Rodents 
•Spiders •Ticks •Wasps

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE! 
508-864-0346 

11 Old Colony Rd. •Auburn, MA 01501
*Mention this Ad and recieve 10% OFF your first service* 

*some exclusions apply*
Licensed & 

Insured

For Email Inquries & Estimates: Jasonhight24@gmail.com

A is for Appliance

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands

In-Home and In-shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Now Selling WEBER Grills 
Instant Financing Available

Sales & Service

Family owned & operated since 1978.  
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

M is for Moving

MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 
508-868-4291

www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com
MD P U #  3 169 0 | U SD O T #  24073 87 | MC#  8283 26

E is for Experience

42 W. Main St. • Brook�eld, MA 01506
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

Lisa Caron, Broker/Owner
GRI, ABR, LMC, CDPE, SRS, 

PSA, SRES, MRP
Notary Public

c: 508.341.8299

15 Years 
Real Estate 
Experience

nalsp aintcenter.com

Service L ike N o O ther

NAL’S offers a large selection of  
wall coverings and window treatments.

Worcester 
Auburn • Leominster

Shrewsbury 
Westborough

Find our BOGO Coupon on our website

P is for Paint

10¢ Off 
PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)

OIL PROPANE

With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 5/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

O is for Oil

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need oil & propane right away? Call American today!
& PROPANE

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

B is for Ben's Tackle

Grove & Main

1103 Main St., Leicester, MA
508-892-5500

www.benstackleshack.com

Grove & Main

D is for Dentist

Crowns • Caps • Bridges  
Complete and Partial Dentures • Non Surgical 

Gum Treatment • Root Canal Therapy • Surgical Services
BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

Gentle Caring State of the Art 
Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry

We now offer In-house Dental Insurance. 
Call for more information!

 HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS 
All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna 

 (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.)
284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

SPENCER 
FAMILY DENTAL

New Patients 
Welcome

New Patients Welcome! We Strive For Painless Dentistry!

N is for Nursing
Spring into a New Career at 

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

Please contact Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-7716 
or apply online at quaboagonthecommon.com

Come work for us!  
We are a De�ciency-Free community facility  
in a beautiful small town with a family feel.
We have great bene�ts • Flexible schedules
New higher Sign-on and Referral bonuses  

if hired during the month of June!

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING!
• CNA’s all shifts
• Nurse 7p-7a nd 3-11 (SIGN ON BONUS)
• Accounts Receivable Specialist
• FT Speech Therapist, Per Diem PT and OT 
• Wound Care Nurse

• Temporary Carpenter (7 mos)
• FT Overnight Nursing Supervisor
• FT Evening Nursing Supervisor 
• PT Housekeeper

V is for VetClean

•  Veteran Owned and Operated
•  At your home or business to restore your   
 vehicles interior and exterior from everyday wear  
 and tear
• Cosmetic repairs including cracked windshield,  
 rock chip, scratch repair, scuffs & paintless  
 dent removals
• By appointment.

Call Nick at 774-633-7108 or email 
vetcleanllc@gmail.com for more info!
Beautifying America one vehicle at a time!

H is for Hardwick

444 Lower Road (Rt. 32), Gilbertville, MA 01031
 413-477-6913       hardwickfarmers.net

Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat. 8-5 • Sun 9-3

HARDWICK FARMERS  
Co-Operative Exchange, Inc. 

Memorial Day Garden Headquarters

Lawn & Garden, Pet Products,  
Feed & Farm Supplies, Metal Roofing,  

Work Clothing, Fresh Local Eggs, Cheese,  
Maple Syrup Products, Country Toys,  

Propane, Wood Pellets

T is for Towing
WE’RE ALWAYS OPEN!

Towing & Recovery, Inc.
 324 Main Street

 Spencer, MA 01562

 •  24 hr. Roadside Assistance
 •  Tow Service: Cars/Trucks/  
  Construction Equipment
 •  Construction Supply Delivery
 •  Motorcycle/Boat/ATV
Fully insured to cover full value of anything we tow.

Call for a free quote! 774-745-8888
  USDOT 3206890                   MC 1053208-C

Audette’s

G is for Gutters

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 
508.353.2279   

gotogutterguy.com

Gutter Installations

I’ll beat any of my competitors’ prices by 
giving you back 10% of your hard earned 
money off their lowest price guaranteed!

FREE ESTIMATES

S is for Solar

HIGGINSENERGY.COM • 978-355-6343

IT'S TIME TO SWITCH TO SOLAR!

COME SEE HOW SWITCHING TO SOLAR CAN SAVE YOU MONEY 

ON YOUR ENERGY BILL!

It's never been easier or more affordable in Massachusetts 

with some of the BEST solar incentive programs in the country. 

When you switch to Solar with Higgins, you'll receive:

FREE Site Analysis

Cost/Benefit Analysis

Help with Rebate Paperwork

System Installation & Activation

AND MORE!

Family owned & operated since 1977 
Community is our top priority!

F is for Ford

Hours: Sales Mon-Thurs 8:30-7; Fri 8:30-6; Sat 8:30-4 
 Service Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-12

 Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com 
366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield

877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

Everybody Talks 
About Ford and Lamoureux Ford!

4 Best Vehicle Lineup!  
4 Best Sales Experience! 
4 27 -Time President’s Award Winner! 
    24 in a row!

R is for Ramco

We offer Same Day Service on most  
insulated glass repairs, with great prices!

GLASS & 
SCREEN 
REPAIR
Foggy, cracked, or broken glass 

in your windows or doors?

New Screens made to fit 
existing windows

We can save you 
time and money!

Ramco Window Services, Inc.
1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200  •  rwsi4108@verizon.net

Call Today  For A Free  Estimate!

C is for Crystals

Great Gifts for 

Mothers’ Day! 

A Unique 

Destination

Experience

Health Food 

& Products

Y haven't you been to Sheena's?

A city style salon 
with small town 

charm

508-885-4477 • 322 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 | Sheena Toscano ~ Owner/Stylist
hair | lashes | waxing | skincare | facials | massage

Tues 10-8 • Wed & Thurs 10-7 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 8-2
SheenasSalonandSpa.com

  

 For Mothers’ Day, give the 
gift of beauty from Sheenas! 

She’ll love it and YOU!

L is for Low RateK is for Kearns

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs • Diagnostics • A/C Repair  
Tune Ups & Engine Repair • Brakes • Alternators 
 Starters • ABS• Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Q is for Quality

June 
Auburn News, Charlton Villager, Spencer New 

Leader, Blackstone Valley Tribune
508-909-4062 • jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mikaela
Southbridge News,  

Sturbridge Villager, Webster Times
508-909-4126 • Mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Stonebridge Press brings our communities 
local quality content and a great  

advertising platform for your business in 
Mass and Conn. For advertising  

information and a�ordable rates, please 
contact us! We have a spot for you!  

All of our newspapers can be viewed at 
www.508local.com.

In print and on 
www.508local.com

U is for Us
For all your  

advertising needs, 
Retail, Classifieds,  
Help Wanted, Real 

Estate, Legals call us!

June Simakauskas ~ 508.909.4062 
Spencer New Leader, Charlton Villager,

Blackstone Valley Tribune, Auburn News

Mikaela Victor ~ 508.909.4126 
Southbridge News,  

Sturbridge Villager, Webster Times,  
Connecticut Villagers, All Legals

W is for Winner

June 
Auburn News, Charlton Villager, Spencer New 

Leader, Blackstone Valley Tribune
508-909-4062 • jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mikaela
Southbridge News,  

Sturbridge Villager, Webster Times
508-909-4126 • Mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Be a winner and join our next 
ABC’s of the Seasons page – 

SUMMER 
coming up on July 30  

and August 6th. 
Runs in all 7 Mass newspapers. 

Contact us for more info!

Z is for Zoom
CAHILL'S TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967

WE KEEP YOUR 
MOTOR RUNNING!

You can count on us to solve even 
the most di�cult problem.

Free Alignment with Purchase of 4 Tires
508.987.0603

33 SUTTON AVE., OXFORD, MA • EXT. 4B 
OFF I-395 • CAHILLSTIRE.COM

BBBBBBBBBC’C’C’C’C’C’C’C’C’sssC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’ssssssC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’AAAAAAAAAAAA OF THE SPRING SEASON
Support these local businesses this SPRING!

See the corresponding Crossword Puzzle in this issue. 



STURBRIDGE — New England Cold Storage, 
LLC (NECS) announced today that the company 
has secured debt financing with Rockland Trust 
Company for its first cold storage warehouse facili-
ty. The $22.9 million loan will go towards their new 
120,000-square-foot public refrigerated warehouse 
that will provide cold storage and logistics services 
to food producers, processors, wholesalers, and 
importers. 

“Rockland Trust is thrilled to be working with 
New England Cold Storage to support their vision 
of offering flexible, temperature-controlled storage 
space. Their facility is unlike any we’ve ever seen, 
and we’re committed to ensuring they’re success-
ful in their field,” said Brian Griffin, Senior Vice 
President of Commercial Lending at Rockland 
Trust. 

Site work began this month on a 120,252 square 
foot warehouse in the Sturbridge Industrial Park. 
Centrally located in New England, and two miles 
from the entrance ramp to both I-84 and I-90, the 
facility will offer one-day round trip access to/from 
New York City and the New England ports, as well 
as an ideal distribution location for the Boston, 
Providence, Hartford, and Springfield markets. 

The building will feature three temperature-con-
trolled rooms, and fifteen dock doors opening into 
a 65-foot-deep refrigerated loading dock. With a 
fifty-foot top of product and an automated mobile 
racking system, NECS will have easy access to its 
25,000 pallet positions. The 18-acre site will feature 
a one way loop traffic pattern, ample area for 
truck maneuvering and parking, and a convenient 
trucker lounge for drivers. In addition to develop-
ing the project from the ground up, NECS will also 
operate the facility. Industry veteran Vernon Rose 
is leading the operations team. 

“I’m really excited about this project because 
the whole program has been customer focused 
from the beginning. As a result, I’m confident 
we’re going to provide superior service for a wide 
range of customer needs. If you have storage needs 
in New England, I would encourage you to get in 
touch now because I expect this facility to fill pret-
ty quickly,” said Rose. 

NECS is entering a demand-driven market sec-
tor in which modern, efficient cold storage space 
is at nearly full occupancy nationally, while food 
companies’ increasing storage requirements are 
expected to continue to outpace supply growth for 
the foreseeable future. 

“We recognized a need in the cold storage sec-
tor several years ago and we believe this facility, 
in this location, is an ideal solution,” says NECS 
President Chris Bailey. “We saw two major bar-
riers to entry: big ticket real estate development 
and food logistics expertise, and we’ve assembled 
a team that excels in both areas. We’re proud of 
the flexible design of our facility, and the operat-
ing company we’re putting together to service our 
customers.” 

Atlanta based ARCO Design-Build has been a 
crucial contributor to that design, and will lead the 
construction process. 

“The role we’ve played in helping NECS bring 
this project to reality has been a very rewarding 
experience for us. They have maintained a laser 
focus on the goal of the best facility we can build, 
and that’s exactly how we like to work,” said 
Brian Osterloh, ARCO Vice President of Business 
Development and Principal. 

About New England Cold Storage, LLC 
New England Cold Storage, LLC (NECS) is a 

real estate development company and a third-par-
ty logistics company, founded by three partners 
Robert Chamberlain, Jeffrey Eklund, and Chris 
Bailey. They thoroughly researched the industry 
opportunity and chose Sturbridge for their first 

facility because of its broad appeal to several dif-
ferent types of customers. They are assembling a 
team with the experience and expertise necessary 
to provide consistent service at a fair price. NECS 
intends to develop and operate additional facilities 
in the next few years. 

About ARCO Design Build (WWW.ARCODB.
COM) 

ARCO Design/Build is a leader in the indus-
trial construction industry with hundreds 
of associates across the nation and offices in 
all major markets. ARCO offers the strength, 
presence, and resources of a $2.5 billion 
national builder but with the responsiveness 
of a local company. The Atlanta team specializes 
in the design and build of industrial warehouses/
distribution centers, cold storage facilities, light 
industrial manufacturing, self-storage, as well as 
office and tenant improvement projects. With a 
team of project managers, superintendents, engi-
neers and in-house architects, their Southeast 
office delivers an enhanced design-build construc-
tion process with turnkey centralized project man-
agement. 

About Rockland Trust Company 
Independent Bank Corp. (NASDAQ Global 

Select Market: INDB) is the holding company 
for Rockland Trust Company, a full-service com-
mercial bank headquartered in Massachusetts. 
Rockland Trust was named to The Boston Globe’s 
“Top Places to Work” 2020 list, an honor earned for 
the 12th consecutive year. In addition to this recog-
nition, Rockland Trust was ranked the #1 Bank in 
Massachusetts, according to Forbes 2020 World’s 
Best Banks list. Rockland Trust is deeply commit-
ted to the communities it serves as reflected in the 
overall “Outstanding” rating received in its most 
recent Community Reinvestment Act performance 
evaluation. Rockland Trust offers a wide range of 
banking, investment, and insurance services. The 
Bank serves businesses and individuals through 
approximately 100 retail branches, commercial 
and residential lending centers, and investment 
management offices in eastern Massachusetts, 
including Greater Boston, the South Shore, the 
Cape, and Islands, as well as in Worcester County 
and Rhode Island. Rockland Trust also offers a full 
suite of mobile, online, and telephone 

banking services. Rockland Trust is an 
FDIC member and an Equal Housing Lender. 
To find out why Rockland Trust is the bank 
“Where Each Relationship Matters®,” please 
visit RocklandTrust.com. 

Rockland Trust’s Commercial Banking Group 
has more than 50 commer-
cial lenders and 16 lend-
ing centers throughout 
Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. With a lending capac-
ity up to $100 million, the 
Commercial Banking Team 
has broad experience in areas 
such as asset-based lending, 
commercial real estate, con-
struction and land develop-
ment, equipment financing, 
commercial mortgages, and 
low-income housing loans. In 
addition, the team can meet 
all the financial needs of its 
customers with additional 
services such as business 
deposit products, merchant 
and foreign exchange ser-
vices, and cash management 
services. 
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy 
in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106 
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during 
normal business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone 
call.

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

For ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving the 
Community for 
Over 40 Years

So� Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard  

Ice Cream
Specializing in Fresh 

Fried Seafood

Have a Happy 

Mother’s Day!

Small Shelter Big Heart

500 Legacy Farms North • Hopkinton, MA 01748

Say hello to Austin! This good looking guy likes exploring the great outdoors, 
eating chicken, playing with his toys and laying across your lap....size (and 
space) means nothing to him. Once he is comfortable, nothing but love from 
this guy as that is all he wants in return. He will be all about spending time with 
his humans, and well, food too. He’s food motivated and a smart cookie, so he 
practically will do a back flip....or a really good sit (and more), for a yummy treat! 
He’s house trained, well mannered and a “go with the flow” type of guy. Though 
he is a friendly guy, we think he’d benefit from being in home with kids 13 and 
up, being the only pet as well so he can soak up all the attention! Because all you 
give to him, he will give in return tenfold. Interested in meeting this handsome 
fella? Email adopt@baypathhumane.org today!

PET 
of the 
WEEK 

New England Cold Storage 
secures financing for 
Sturbridge warehouse

Courtesy

An artist’s rendering of the proposed refrigerated warehouse planned by New England Cold Storage in Sturbridge.

LOWEST PRICES • FULL SERVICE

We accept 
most major 
credit cards

Serving Worcester County for 
almost 60 years!

24-HOUR EXPERT BURNER SERVICE • 508-753-7221

www.alsoil.com

Shrewsbury’s Own…

Coast Guard boating safety course 
offered May 20

REGION — Our local United States Coast Guard Auxiliary Tri-State Flotilla, 
Massachusetts will be instructing a special boating safety class through the Zoom 
video conference platform on Thursday, May 20 from 7-9:30 p.m. for a $5 fee.  

Imagine you are out on the water when the boat’s captain somehow is incapaci-
tated or falls overboard and can’t swim back to the boat.  Are you prepared to take 
basic actions to get help, stop or start the engine and take the helm?  A little knowl-
edge could save lives and make you feel more comfortable boating when you’re not 
generally at the helm.

Misfortunes can and do happen while on that fishing, diving, adventure, or party 
charter.  Being out on your own boat with that significant other at the helm, or 
going out on a friends’ pontoon boat can also turn to horror if the skipper is sud-
denly out of commission.  This is a boating safety primer for those not generally at 
the helm but would like to know what to do, to be better prepared.

Registration is managed through the Milford Community School Use Program, 
Spring-Adult-Boating, at http://mcs.milford.ma.us or (508) 478-1119, register by 
May 17; keeping in mind that availability is limited and you will receive course 
materials prior, covered by the registration fee.  Participants under the age of 
16 must be accompanied online by a registered parent/guardian.  For additional 
USCGAux. information: phil.uscgaux@verizon.net or (508) 478-3778.

StonebridgePress.com



Auburn students named to Honor 
Roll at state’s largest online school
 
WALPOLE — TEC Connections Academy (TECCA), the 

Commonwealth’s largest virtual school, today announced 
that Lucas Almeida, Samuel Alpert, Alexis Baker and 
Samantha Bardon of Auburn have been named to the school’s 
Honor Roll of academic excellence and recognized for main-
taining a high grade average in the previous semester.

 TECCA serves more than 2,500 students from across 
Massachusetts in grades K-12 and employs more than 100 
teachers and support personnel at its Walpole learning cen-
ter. In its seventh year, TEC Connections Academy has sig-
nificant expertise in providing a high-quality online program 
built specifically for the virtual environment. With the com-
bination of state-certified teachers, focused academics and 
an emphasis on social and emotional well-being, the school 
has been providing a highly engaging curriculum and a nur-

turing, safe academic environment for 
students from across the state. 

 “I am very proud of our TECCA 
Honor Roll students for their continued 
academic achievements,” said TECCA 
Superintendent Patrick Lattuca. 

“From our TECCA teachers commit-
ted to giving our students an excellent 
education, to the families who work 
every day behind the scenes to support 
students, our new Honor Roll recognizes 
the hard work of the entire TECCA com-
munity,” he added.

 For more information on 2021-22 
TECCA enrollment, please visit www.
TECConnectionsAcademy.com.  

CHARLTON — Bay Path Regional Vocational 
Technical High School has released its honor roll for 
the third quarter of the 2020-2021 academic year.

Grade 12
High Honors: Nathaniel Beauchesne, Dylan 

Bellerive, Maya Bond, Victoria Bonneau, Kaitlyn 
Brindle, Matthew Brown, Gabriella Caron, Lauren 
Chase, Emma Christian, Andrew Colson, Christian 
Consiglio, Cheyenne Courtney, Bailey Creeron, Kelli 
Devlin, Jessi Escoto-Cifuentes, Benjamin Gelineau, 
Isabella Gonyea, Alexis Gosselin, Isaac Josti, 
Samantha Labelle, Eliana Lasell, Alicia Lempitski, 
Samuel Messier, Zachary Messina, Owen Ostromecki, 
Luis Perez, McKenzie Robinson, Kyle Sadusky, Kiana 
Tonkin, Jared Torosian, Nikko Vitkos, Caitlin Young, 
Louis Zanca

Honors: Emma Abbascia, Bryanna Andino, Graciela 
Antunez-Flores, Erika Apher, Ivy Ballou, Dominic 
Beauchesne, Cameron Blake, Skyler Bond, Dani Borci, 
Aaron Correira, Megan Costa, Brianna Cote, Natalie 
Courtney, Olivia Courville, Jordan DeFosse, Hayden 
Dube, Calissa Ferschke, Sean Flynn, Sarah Gosselin, 
Molly Hoefler, Abigail Joesten, Elin Kaufman, Jodie 
Kendall, Juliannah Kolofsky, Savannah LaBranche, 
Karma Lama, Julio Lopez-Torres, Curtis Lussier, 
Grant Maffei, Bryan Malone, Nicholas Marcotte, Chase 
McKenney, Kevin McManus, Ty Millette, Dimitrios 
Mironidis, Nicholas Moulton, Michael Mullaly, Joshua 
Natale, Robert Nichols III, Meagan Peck, Madison 
Poole, Keith Reardon, Nicholas Reil, Christina Rivera, 
Steven Schoenfeldt, Dylan Smaltz, Ryan Steiner, 
Kyleigh Sutherland, Maynard Sweet-Giglio, Joshua 
Turcotte, Cullen West, Genevieve Williams, Ashley 
Wilson, Katie Wroblewski

Principal’s List: Adrian Aguilar, Kyle Bacon, 
Brent Burlingame, Leigha Clifford, Timothy Crowell, 
Leah Dingui, Evan Duffey, Parker Gilspin, Damien 
Grassey, Chloe Grenier, Evan Hall, Devin Hanlan, 
Cristal Hernandez, Elena Hopkins, Jayce Hutchinson, 
Susanna Krantz, Set Lawendowski, Matthew Livsey, 
Ullysses Logan, Evan Maldonado, Madison McKeon, 
Elizabeth McLam, Douglas Poirier, Troy Pollone, 
James Rivera, Andrea Rogan, Madison Rynne, 
Johnathan Tucker

Grade 11
High Honors: Justin Barton, Hayden Bourgeois, 

Alexia Brawn, Dylan Butkus, Diego Canovas, Jackson 
Chaffee, Lillian Dolan, Izabella Coughlin, Jack Dalton, 
Lillian Dolan, Erin Donahue, Cody Douglas, Genesis 
Gonzalez, Zachary Hinman, Nicholas Hunter, Morgan 
Ivory, Logan Johnson, Tiffany King, Cole Komssi, 
Amber Mercon, Aaron Mitchell, Jovanni Morales, 
Olivia Morin, Rachael Plaud, Lukas Rafferty, Luzyvette 
Sagastibelza-Lopez, Zachary Sargent, Kristina Scott, 
Ethan Shanbaum, Sarah Simpson, Caroline Soucy, 
Olivia St. Germain, Mateusz Zych

Honors: Aidan Adler, Adrian-Nicky Antwi, Connor 
Barton, Thomas Benoit, Dominic Benvenuti, Jayde 
Berthiaume, Brian Bonnette, Catalina Burden, 
Patric Campbell, Andrew Cannon, Isabella Capuano, 
Harmony Caranci, Stephanie Chege, Connor Clardy, 
Yadriel Colon Vega, Anaya Compres, Chynna Cote, 
Carter Coughlin, Aleysha Cruz Merced, Kevin 
Cunningham, Hayden Dery, Harmony Desrosiers, 
Chloe Dexter, Nathan Dreitlein, Lillian Dunkerton, 
May Emsiranunt, Johnathon Ferreira, Brady 
Garabedian, Danielle Gautier, Isabella Gervais, Alex 
Gilfoy, Gavin Gillet, Nicholas Gosselin, Ashley Hamel, 
Brandie-Lea Heck, Molly Johnson, Ryan Kempskie, 
Kevin Kilcourse, Ryan Komssi, Jason Kozlowski, 
Taylor Labrecque, Anthony Lang, Bethany Lasell, 
Andrew Leach, William LeCuyer, Lexie MacDonald, 
John Marchetti, John Martinek, Anthony Martins, 
Brandon Martocci, Boru Masiello, Alannah Matthews, 
Cadie Miller, Samuel Murillo, William Ofori, Angelina 
Ortiz, Samuel Parker, Michael Pashoian, Aaliyah 
Perez, Ilias Perez, Hunter Pocis, Krystal Quadarella, 
Xavier Rodriguez-Bradley, Alex Saad, Anthony 
Seymour, Chloe Sicari-Swinimer, Katrina Somers, 
Kyra Stevens, Isabella Tanacea, Scarlet Taveras, 
Francheska Toribio-Polanco, Jalissa Torres, Aaliyah 
Tremblay Collins, Rohan Vaidya, Kyle VanCott, Tyler 
Verrier

Principal’s List: Nathaniel Anderson, Lucas 
Aubucon, Thomas Becker, Sadie Bickford, Brianna 
Bond, Graham Carbonneau, Hailey Cournoyer, 
Nathan Cuff, Kurtis Davis, Marlee Donohoe, Tricia 
Gallien, Adelina Giaquinto, Lucas Grant, Amie 
Grenier, Nathan Gulkin, Cameron Hafner, Declan 
Johnson, Kailey Jones, Chloe Jordan, Lucas Kaufman, 
Aidan Oosterman, Gabrielle Packard, Jackson 
Philion, Anyse Pinto, Caleb Renaud, Adalius Rivera, 
Evanie Rodriguez, Nicholas Smith, Aaron Swank, 
Kristina Sylwanovicz, Jomar Torres, Aaron Trahan, 

Mackenzie Tupaj, Anthoni Venditti

Grade 10
High Honors: Jake Aho, Ronald Desrosiers, 

Elizabeth Dreitlein, Aiden Gelardi, Evan 
Gelineau, Emma Hesselton, Samantha Inangelo, 
Aiden LaFrance, Erika Melendez, Mackenzie 
Morrisey, Kiyana Perez, Hilary Queirolo, 
Abrahm Routhier, Wyatt Sadusky, Arminda 
Simoes, Naomi Soriano, Emily Westwell

Honors: Samuel Audunsson, Lukus Bachand, 
Sincere Bailey, Olivia Beaudette, Cauy 
Beaver, Quinn Beck, Dillon Beckwith, John 
Begg, Alexander Besaw, Benjamin Besaw, 
Samuel Boria, John Boyle, Dennis Brunelle, 
Miranda Burden, Arriana Cabana, Joshua 
Carignan, Matthew Casati, Daniel Chaffee, 
Amanda Christianson, Isabella Coleman, 
Makayla Collins, Grace Comeau, Gage Conroy-
Laboeuf, Caleb Jude Corpuz, Ryan Davis, 
Cam’Ron Desrosiers, Noah Dipadua, Cheryl 
Dolson, Ty Dupuis, Amanda Englund, Jacob 
Farnham, Lucas Farnham, Zachary Finizza, 
Jayden Flanders, Zachary Ford, Evan Frost, 
Casey Gallagery, Emily Gelineau, Adrian 
Gonzalez, John Guerin, Julius Guillen, 
Barry Hanson, Lauren Hennessy, Luke Hill, 
Matthew Hoyt, Mariah Hurtubise, Michael 
Jalbert, Tatyanna Johnny, Grace Jones, 
Calista Kalil-Johnson, Matthew Kallgren, 
Tyler Kasprzycki, Anna L’Esperance, Madison 
Lamica, Sydney Lamontagne, James LeProhon, 
Ayden Letourneau, Gianaleze Lopez, Angus 
Mackenzie, Judly Maignan, Connor McCarthy, 
Dylan McDonald, Rachel McMenemy, Yerilian 
Miranda-Colon, Kyle Moody, Merissa Murray, 

Stephen Ngaruiya, Cameron Nolette, Gabrielle Oikle, 
Michan Pacheco, Joelle Peluso, Damien Petrie, Trevor 
Phillips, Georgios Pirperis, Madison Poirier, Jenisey 
Ramos, Emma Rannikko, Rozlyn Robillard, Jazlynn 
Santana, Cameron Scobie, Terry Simon, Emma St. 
Francis, Evan St. Cyr, Damion Szafarowicz, Brayden 
Therrien, Yadiel Vazquez-Molina, Lucas Welton, 
Jacob Wilga, Jonathan Young

Principal’s List: Aleana Brayton, Evanise Calo Resto, 
Julia Canty, Hailey Carlson, Anthony Comforti, Ryan 
Couture, Troy Cyr, Samantha DeCell, Tori Fonatine, 
Amber Girard, Noah Gilspin, Devon Goulet, Sumner 
Jordan, Delaney Kirkorian, Sara Malaney, Matthew 
Marchetti, Dylan Morrison Ilvonen, Jonathan 
Norman, Kylie Novia, Jonathan Nussey, Damon 
Provencal, Sabrina Rodrigues, Kyngel Rosario, Kieya 
Santerre, Sawyer Smith, Lucas Soloperto, Walfry 
Torres-Rodriguez, Yahil Vega-Cortes, Kaydence White-
Owens, Wade Wolanski, Jackson Wright, Makenna 
Zella

Grade 9
High Honors: Sophia Balestracci, Angeliz Beltre 

Colon, Alex Beshiri, Rachel Carpenter, Eyan Chase, 
Meredith Clark, Yanieris Colon Vega, Kirsten Congdon, 
Mariselle Cosme, Kyleigh Czechowski, Daniel Daige, 
Emma Davidson, Jabril Erraihani, Jonathan Forget, 
Jenna Gajewski, Rachel Gormley, Simon Greening, 
Lucas Hafner, Tristan Hanson, Bridget Hast, Isabelle 
Herholz, Valerie Hernandez, Carly Impey, Stanislaw 
Janusz, Jordan Kippax, Anna Lehtola, Sarah Martin, 
Jenna McLeish, Kayla Nguyen, Peter Nhan, Stephanie 
Njenga, Nason Omasta, Wendy Ramirez, Amanda 
Seidler, Catherine Sirard, Jacob Sirard, Victoria 
Tinsley, Jack Ugrinow, Landon Walker, Charlotte 
Worster, Stone Zink, Gabrielle Zopatti

Honors: Alexander Adki9ns, Aiden Anderson, 
Kaidra Anderson, Kasey Babkauskas, Avarie 
Beauchamp, Luke Boliver, Alec Borelli, Madelynn 
Bounphasaysonh, Ryan Bray, Samantha Buchanan, 
Caitlyn Burke, Oliva Carrier, Madyson Chicoine, Evan 
Christiano, Jomar Cintron-Perez, Petru Cojocaru, 
Zachary Cournoyer, Peter Courville, Leeann Dagnese, 
Wyatt Daoust, Emma Dejong, Edwin Delacruz Davila, 
Jeffrey Denhamn, Jonathan Desmarais, Dylan Dietlin, 
Jayden-Janes Dunston, James Ferreira, Kacey 
Flanagan, Robert Fleck IV, Madison Fournier, Ethan 
Gallant, Devin Gavaletz, Makayla Graham, Bradley 
Graves, Brandon Grenier, Kendal Griffin, Samuel 
Hampton, Riley Heenan, Alba Henriquez Baez, James 
Heywood, Derek Hosley, Ian James, Jadyn Katz, 
Abigail Kibaru, Madisyn Kozlowski, Alyssa Kutzko, 
Matthew Lach, Braeden LaPointe, Emma Levasseur, 
Kristina Liberty, Albert Luciano, Patrick Luperchio, 
Ryan MacCormack, Catherine Magnusson, Jadier 
Maldonado, Logan McCann, Shaun McLaughlin, 
Vincent Messier, Maggie Mullaly, Dorina Muska, 
Benjamin Nashawaty, Adrianna Navarro, Christian 
Nguyen, Madison Nolin, Noah Okolita, Vanessa 
Paddock, Noalani Perez, Colin Plante, Nicholas Pollone, 
Ismael Porrata, Logan Powers, Evan Provost, Emily 
Quental, Ryatt Rafferty, Jayden Remillard, Harrison 
Renaud, Chase Rupert, Daniel Russell, Samantha 
Russell, Cody Savary, Caterina Schiappa, Connor 
Sentence, Paige Seymour, Sydney Seymour, Ryan 
Sinkewich, Noah Speight, Gerald Splaine, Kaileigh 
St. Germain, Adriana Stanley, Lacey Sullivan, Kyle 
Sylwanovicz, Trent Szela, Isabella Taiste, Liberty 
Tanksley, Colton Tittle, Christopher Verdolino, 
Nathalie Walker, Ryleigh Warchal, Marc Watroba, 
Timothy Welch, Thomas Wilk, Hailey Williamson, 
Sebastian Winer

Principal’s List: Alyesia Bellamy, Andrew Bousquet, 
Emma Bransky, Samuel Brill, Kayla Brown, Alivia 
Cannon, Garrett Clardy, Richard Corriveau, Lillian 
Cybula, Gabriel Dadah, Sean Derenas, Andrew 
Dip, Nathan Josey, Benjamin Latour, Miranda 
Lincoln, Damon Lopez, Marissa Masciarelli, Matteo 
Mastrototaro, Isaac Molina, Leah Monti, Alix 
Norman, Megan O’Shea, Nevaeh Osorio, Gianna 
Pantalone, Braden Parente, Peyton Parettie, Jared 
Powell, Gabrielle Proulx, Margaret Russell, Zachary 
Sabotka, Kayliana Sevieri, Madison Sibert, Alysha 
Szafaraowicz, Jeralys Torres Soto
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“A progressive approach 
to family child care”

Family Child
              Care Center

A Step Ahead

Your child deserves quality child care

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA  • (508) 767-1214

A Step Ahead is a licensed family child care  
facility in Auburn using classroom technology to 

enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced 
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers 

to help your child learn & grow 

Large outdoor play area • Safe family neighborhood 
* Meals Provided *

ALMANAC

AUBURN 
$1,975,000, 160 Southbridge St, AP 

Properties LLC, to 121 Coolidge Cap 
LLC.

$375,000, 122 West St, Anderson, 
Ralph H, to 122 West St Realty LLC.

$292,500, 22 Elbridge Rd, Fine, 
William, to Baffuto, Christopher.

REAL ESTATE
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(508)909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news
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(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
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obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Auburn News 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: 
news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Auburn News 
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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BAY PATH HONOR ROLL



W O R C E S T E R 
— Four Quinsigamond 
Community College 
Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
students, Edmilse 
Diaz, Alexander 
Riopel, Vincent Carl 
Strzelecki and Bradley 
Sylvestre, have been 
recognized for their out-
standing achievements 
as members of the  2021 
Phi Theta Kappa All-
Massachusetts Academic 
Team. 

 
Each year, the high-

est academic achievers 
in the state’s 15-member 
community college sys-
tem are selected for the 
team. Students are cho-
sen for their high academ-
ic achievement, as well as 
their exceptional student 
service and are honored 
by the Massachusetts 
Association of 
Community Colleges 
(MACC). Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
ceremony is being held 
virtually, as opposed to 
its traditional venue of 
the Massachusetts State 
House. Each student is 
currently being spot-
lighted through MACC’s 
social media, through a 
virtual “PTK Community 
College Excellence 
Week,” during the last 
week of April.

 
“This is an honor not 

only for these outstand-
ing students, but also 
for QCC. These students 
have worked hard to get 
to where they are. Their 
dedication and persever-
ance are an inspi-
ration to everyone 
who dreams of a 
better life through 
higher education,” 

said QCC President Luis 
G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

 
Edmilse Diaz is a 

member of the Class of 
2022 Dental Hygiene pro-
gram.  Originally from 
the Dominican Republic, 
he moved to the U.S. as 
a child.

 
“I received a Bachelor’s 

in Psychology from Saint 
Michael’s College in 2015. 
Throughout my life, I 
have continued to pur-
sue learning and chal-
lenged myself. I came to 
QCC when I decided to 
pursue a career in dental 
hygiene, because I want-
ed to help raise aware-
ness on the importance of 
oral health and its affect 
on a person’s overall 
health,” Mr. Diaz said.

 
Alexander Riopel 

chose QCC because of its 
MassTransfer program 
with UMass Amherst.

 
“I am currently a busi-

ness transfer major and 
plan on pursing a finance 
degree at a four-year uni-
versity in the fall. QCC 
has done a great job 
preparing me for a four-
year university,” Mr. 
Riopel said. “As the for-
mer president of QCC’s 
PTK Honor Society, I was 
fortunate to be part of a 
group that affected real 
change within the com-
munity.”

 
Vincent Carl Strzelecki 

came to QCC to pursue 
a degree in Computer 

Science. 
 
“My life’s goal is to 

help as many people as 
I can, and I am working 
hard to build a career in 
video game development, 
so I can create games that 
are inexpensive, highly 
accessible, and very 
enjoyable,” he said.

 
Bradley Sylvestre is in 

QCC’s Nurse Education 
program and is a member 
of the Class of 2022.

 
“Despite classes being 

online with limited time 
in a physical classroom, 
I have been able to learn 
from the best and apply 
that knowledge in my 
clinical settings. I was 
able to go to a local nurs-
ing home in Westborough 
and make a difference 
with the elderly; see a 
birth at UMass Hospital 
in Leominster, and have 
been able to bond with 
patients in need of com-
panionship. I was able to 
do all of this thanks to the 
hardworking educators 
at QCC, who were con-
stantly advocating for me 
and my fellow nursing 
students, despite the gru-
eling process of running 
a nursing school during a 
pandemic,” Mr. Sylvestre 
said. “QCC is a commu-
nity college, and for me, 
a new nursing student 
from Rhode Island, QCC 
has become my commu-
nity.”

 
According to Bonnie 

Coleman, QCC’s manag-

er for Student Resources 
and PTK advisor, the 
Spring 2021 class of new 
inductees is the largest 
group in the College’s 
history, with 240 new 
students becoming PTK 
members. There are 555 
total active PTK mem-

bers at this time.
 
“The four students 

honored are a part of a 
large and impactful stu-
dent organization. It is 
an honor to work with 
such amazing students,” 
she said.

 
For more informa-

tion about QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, 
Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.
mass.edu

SOUTHBRIDGE — 2021 marks the 
Center of Hope Foundation’s 65th anni-
versary. Since its inception in 1956, the 
Center of Hope (CoHF) has continued 
to support and advocate for individu-
als with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. 

 
The CoHF began as a small school 

for children with disabilities and has 
since grown to provide day services for 
adults, employment supports, in-home 
supports, youth services, recreation-
al services and emergency relief ser-
vices. Now serving more than 700 fam-
ilies from 64 towns in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut, the CoHF is one of 
the largest employers in the town of 
Southbridge and is a vital part of the 
community.

 

You have probably seen their vans all 
over, transporting individuals to one of 
the five-day habilitation or employment 
programs. You may have also seen 
many of their staff and program mem-
bers out in the community, whether 
they are volunteering at local non-prof-
its or cleaning up the local streets and 
parks.

 
The CoHF also has an employment 

supports department which allows indi-
viduals the opportunity for meaningful 
employment, whether it’s in the commu-
nity or in one of their nine small busi-
nesses. The small businesses include 
Just the Details, Hope’s Treasures Thrift 
Store, Vivid Print, Noress Corporation, 
Cans of Hope, Shred of Hope, Janitorial, 
Fair and Square Construction and The 
Festive Home. All these businesses offer 

employment opportunity while provid-
ing quality services to the community. 

 
The CoHF continues to grow and has 

plans to open another day program 
along with residential housing soon. 
These plans will allow individuals to 
learn to live independently and be pro-
vided the help needed to grow, flourish 
and become contributing members of 
their community.

 
The CoHF would like to thank every-

one who has been a part of this mile-
stone in making a difference in the lives 
of so many and encourage you to share 
your stories on their Web site, www.
thecenterofhope.org/stories.
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Estate Planning • Probate • Real Estate Law 

774-230-9821
741A Southbridge Street,  Auburn, MA 01501

caitlinmagnan@gmail.com
www.lawofficeofcaitlinmagnan.com

ATTORNEY

The Law Office of

CAITLIN MAGNAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Hi! Our names are Allen and 
Alvin and we want to stay together!

Allen and Alvin are twin boys of Af-
rican American and Native American 
descent. Allen has a very outgoing 
personality. Allen likes video games, 
outdoor sports, coloring, and being 
active in the community. He has a spe-
cial gift when you engage in conversa-
tion with him. Allen has the ability to 
make you feel special and optimistic! 
He also has a contagious laugh! Allen 
reports that he loves school. He en-
joys keeping busy and does well with 
listening and following directions.

Alvin is known to be very courageous 
and daring. He can be very curious at 
times and asks a lot of questions. He 
is very interested in how things work. 
He is also very affectionate and does 
well with lots of one-on-one attention, 
hugs, and kisses. Some of Alvin’s in-
terests are using his iPad and playing 

sports. His favorite sport is soccer, and he’s very good at it!
Legally freed for adoption, Allen and Alvin should be placed with a single-par-

ent or two-parent family with our without other children in the home. Pets are 
okay as long as they are outgoing and friendly just like them. It is very important 
to Allen and Alvin that they are able to maintain their connection with their five 
siblings which requires six in-person visits per year and other communication 
between visits.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Allen and Alvin
Age 10 & 10

Center of Hope celebrates 65 years

DUDLEY, Mass. – 
Nichols College has 
announced that Henry M. 
Thomas III, JD, president 
and CEO of the Urban 
League of Springfield, 
Inc., will deliver the key-
note address at the col-
lege’s Commencement 
exercises for the Class of 
2021 on Saturday, May 
15 at 1 p.m., and for the 
Class of 2020 on Sunday, 
May 16 at 1 p.m. Both 
ceremonies will be held 
on Vendetti Field at the 
Nichols College campus.

Thomas, who will 
receive an honorary 
doctoral degree in social 
welfare from Nichols, 
has worked in the Urban 
League movement for 
49 years, becoming the 
youngest person appoint-
ed president and CEO of 
a national Urban League 
affiliate at the age of 25. He 
has served at the helm in 
Springfield, Mass., since 

1974, and is also CEO of 
Camp Atwater, the oldest 
African American over-
night youth camp in the 
U.S. 

In 2007, Thomas 
was appointed by 
Governor Deval Patrick 
to the University of 
Massachusetts Board 
of Trustees, which 
he chaired for three 
years, and current-
ly serves as vice chair 
of the UMass Building 
Authority. He was on 
the Massachusetts Board 
of Higher Education for 
seven years and was vice 
chair of the state’s Board 
of Education. 

He is also a board 
member of the Edward 
M. Kennedy Institute 
for the United States 
Senate, the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield Foundation, 
and the Hampden County 
Regional Employment 
Board Executive 

Committee. 
Thomas has been deep-

ly involved in education 
equity and excellence 
from a grass roots and 
public policy perspec-
tive, and has served on 
local, state, and nation-
al boards advocating for 
youth development and 
ensuring that all students 
receive the benefit of a 
quality education. 

“Through the Urban 
League, Henry Thomas 
has devoted his life to 
improving educational 
and economic prospects 
for the Black communi-
ty,” said Nichols College 
President Susan West 
Engelkemeyer, Ph.D. 
“His message of empow-
erment in the face of diffi-
cult times will enlighten 
and further prepare our 
graduates, the newest 
generation of business 
and civic leaders.” 

Thomas earned a BA 

degree in psychology 
and an MA degree in 
human resource devel-
opment from American 
International College; 
and a JD degree from 
Western New England 
University School of Law. 

He has been recognized 
for his efforts with sev-
eral awards and honors, 
including the President’s 
Medallion Award from 
Western New England 
University; the Human 
Relations Award from 
the National Conference 
for Community and 
Justice; the Ubora Award 
for Excellence from the 
Springfield Museums; 
the Service Above 
Self Award from the 
Basketball Hall of Fame 
& Springfield Rotary; 
the Distinguished 
Service Award from 
the Massachusetts 
Legislative Black 
Caucus; and the Citizen 

of the Year Award from 
the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity. He has also 
received honorary doc-
torates from Bay Path 
and Westfield State uni-
versities. 

A native of Springfield, 
Thomas is the former 
chair of the Springfield 
Fire Commission and 
the Springfield Police 
Commission, as well as 
the co-founder of New 
Leadership Charter 
School. He is an induct-
ee of both the Springfield 
High School Sports Hall 
of Fame (football, track, 
and gymnastics), and 
the National Football 
Collegian Hall of Fame. 

He and his wife, 
Devonia, a recently 
retired vice principal 
in Springfield Public 
Schools, have two chil-
dren. 

About Nichols College 
Nichols College is a col-

lege of choice for business 
and leadership educa-
tion as a result of its dis-
tinctive career-focused 
and leadership-based 
approaches to learning, 
both in and out of the 
classroom, and through 
impactful research and 
professional education. 
Students thrive in a learn-
ing and living environ-
ment that is supported by 
an experiential business 
curriculum and a strong 
liberal arts foundation 
aimed at transforming 
them into tomorrow’s 
leaders. Nichols also 
offers master’s degrees 
in business, leadership, 
accounting, and counter-
terrorism, as well as a 
range of certificate pro-
grams, to promote career 
advancement for today’s 
professionals. 

Springfield Urban League CEO to deliver 
Nichols College Commencement address 

Four QCC Students named to Phi Theta Kappa 
All-Massachusetts Academic Team

www.StonebridgePress.com
In Print and Online
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MAIN STREET  
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS 
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY 
FACTORY 
DIRECT 
& SAVE

SPRING
SALE

Auto Body Services

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

WOODY’S 
Rust Proof & Undercoat

IF IT’S WORTH OWNING, IT’S WORTH PROTECTING

ECO-FRIENDLY • STOPS RUST 
 DISPLACES MOISTURE • LONG LASTING • CREEPS

Stop Rust with the Best Woody’s  
Professional Rustproofing and Under-
coating Services. Maintain Safety and 
Value by protecting your vehicle’s body 

from rust, debris, and salt!

STANDARD 
$325 

DELUXE 
$499-$1499

Oil-based rustproofing applied 
by factory-trained technicians 

keeps the structural integrity of 
your vehicle’s body intact. 

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Spring 
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Central 
 Air Conditioning 

Installed 
UNDER $10,000

H.V.A.C.

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com

davidsheatandac.com

508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED

Free Estimates

RUUD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer • Up to 1250 sq.ft.

MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split

HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra

MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
David’s

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550 Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Custom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

PAINTING
bill greene 

painting

low rates
reliable  
service

quality work
power  

washing
log cabin  

refinishing

508.963.8973
BILLGREENE516@GMAIL.COM

Free Estimates 
Fully Insured
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Mother’s Day has almost 
arrived. As an adult, you can fully 
appreciate all your mother has 
done for you, so, on this occasion, 
you may be happy to give Mom 
flowers, candy, jewelry or some-
thing similar. But Mother’s Day 
is here and then it’s gone. Is there 
a longer-term gift that can make 
a real difference in your mother’s 
life?

 Actually, there is – the gift 
of knowledge for her financial 
future. 

Specifically, there are two key 
areas in which you may be able 
to provide valuable help to your 
mother: long-term care and estate 
planning. But don’t panic – you 
don’t have to be an expert in 
either one of these subjects. You 
can, however, steer Mom – and 
possibly your other parent, too, if 
one is in the picture – in the right 
direction. Let’s take a quick look 
at both these topics.

 First, consider long-term care. 
If your mother is in good health, 
you may not have thought much 
about whether she would even-
tually need an extended stay in a 
nursing home or the services of 
a home health aide. But the odds 
aren’t necessarily in her favor: 
About 70 percent of adults who 
reach 65 will eventually require 
some type of long-term service 
and support, according to the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human 
Services. And this type of care 
is expensive: The annual median 
cost for a private room in a nurs-
ing home is more than $100,000, 
and it’s nearly $55,000 per year for 
the full-time services of a home 
health aide, according to a sur-
vey by the insurance company 
Genworth.

 Unless your mother has accu-
mulated a great deal of financial 
resources, she likely won’t be able 
to pay these costs out of pocket 
without jeopardizing her finan-
cial independence. Furthermore, 
Medicare typically pays only a 
small portion of these expenses.

 To help your mother deal with 
this potential financial threat, you 
might want to suggest she meet 
with a financial professional, who 
can explore possible strategies 
and products designed to address 
long-term care. And the sooner, 
the better, because these solutions 
will become more expensive and 
challenging the older your mother 
gets.

 
The second topic you may want 

to bring up with your mother is 
her estate plan. Has she drafted 
a will? Has she safeguarded her 
wishes by creating the necessary 
legal documents? These could 
include a durable power of attor-
ney for finances, which allows her 
to name someone to manage her 
financial affairs if she becomes 
incapacitated, and a durable 
power of attorney for health care, 
which allows someone to make 
medical decisions for her if she is 
able to do so herself.

 
Having her estate plans in order 

can help protect your mother’s 
finances and ensure her legacy is 
honored – which is almost certain-
ly an outcome she would keenly 
desire. So, if your mother doesn’t 
already have a comprehensive 
estate plan, encourage her to see 
a legal professional to start the 
process.

 
Helping your mother protect 

herself from the catastrophic costs 
of long-term care and the chaos of 
an inadequate estate plan may not 
sound like a typical Mother’s Day 
offering, but your actions can help 
keep Mom in a good place in life 
–and that’s a pretty valuable gift.

 
This article was written by 

Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Dennis 
Antonopoulos, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor at 5 Albert St., 
Auburn, MA 01501 Tel: 508-832-
5385 or dennis.antonopoulos@
edwardjones.com.

Here’s a 
long-lasting 

Mother’s 
Day gift

Spring cleaning 
is about more 

than tidying up
It’s been a rainy week, which means 

that spending time inside organizing 
and cleaning — along with watching the 
Red Sox hold steady in first place — was 
top on our to-do list.  Spring cleaning, 
a chore that happens every year, feels 
great when complete.  Why is it that 
something so tedious and boring could 
be so good for us?  

Did you know that cleaning actu-
ally supports your immune system?  
Cleaning is of huge benefit especially 
to those with allergies.  Getting rid 
of dust, pet dander, mildew and mold 
can trigger the immune system causing 
unnecessary illness.  Those with clut-
tered homes tend to suffer the worst.  To 
avoid indoor allergies, vacuum regular-
ly, this to include your furniture.  

Cleaning reduces stress.  While clean-
ing, your brain is able to relax.  This 
mindless activity can give you a chance 
to de-stress.  Experts say that clean-
ing for as little as twenty minutes can 
reduce anxiety by up to 20 percent.  It’s 
a win-win — sure, it’s no day at the spa, 
but constructive relaxation is always 
good.  Using products with scents said 
to induce relaxation such as lavender is 
also an expert tip. 

Heart health can be improved by 
cleaning by way of exercise.  Just a 
half an hour of vacuuming can burn up 
to 100 calories.   It’s a known fact that 
people who like to keep their homes 
clean tend to take more interest in their 
overall health and well-being.  

A tidy bedroom is said to help you 
sleep better.  Individuals who make 
their beds are roughly 20 percent more 
likely to get a more restful night sleep.  
Seventy-five percent of people polled 
sleep better on clean sheets, in a room 
with less clutter. 

When you are in a tidy area, your pro-
duction increases.  Less clutter means 
less distraction, which is said to clear 
up mental space.  A study from 2011 pub-
lished in the Journal of Neuroscience 
used MRI’s to track the brain’s response 
to cleanliness.  More clutter was found 
to significantly limit the brain’s pro-
cessing capability.  

Checking off the cleaning to do list 
can make you feel more satisfied and 
can boost your mood.  A clean, fresh 
house is said to naturally boost endor-
phins and boost energy levels which 
leads to a decrease in depression. 

Cleaning and organization can have 
a domino effect in that it can lead to 
sprucing up other areas of your life.  
Interesting, was the one finding that 
stated when individuals were placed in 
a clean, well-organized space they were 
more likely to choose healthier menu 
items. 

Perhaps William Morris put it best: 
“Have nothing in your house that you 
do not know to be useful, or believe to 
be beautiful.” 

DENNIS 
ANTONOPOULOS

FINANCIAL  
FOCUS

Lofty daylilies sway-
ing in a summer breeze, 
and dainty purple 
Hosta buds rising above 
lush greenery - such 
are the things an heir-
loom garden is made of! 
Generations of New 
England gardens have 
been graced with the 
beauty and simplicity 
of these historic plants. 
Heirloom flowers and 
plants invoke nostalgia, 
while offering both beau-
ty and sentiment to an 
outdoor garden.   

Daylilies, and Hosta 
are two perennial New 
England favorites.  In 
some cases, plants grown 
a century ago continue to 
thrive and bloom today, 
serving as living antiqui-
ties in the garden.  

Read on for an over-
view of these hardy 
garden favorites! 
* * 
H a r d y  H o s t a 
Hosta plants are a com-
mon throughout the New 
England landscape.  The 
plants abundant lush, 
green foliage and sprout-
ing blue flowers have 
made them a favorite for 
over a century. Originally 
from Japan, the, Hosta 
was brought to America 
from Europe in the mid 
19th century.  Doctor 
and botanist Englebert 
Kaempfer (1651-1715), is 
named as the pioneer 
researcher of Japanese 
plants, including Hosta, 
which led to the plants 
eventual import to this 
country.  Hostas were 
an important element in 
the Victorian garden, a 
tradition that continues 
today as the border plant 
is often found along path-
ways to historic New 
England homes.

**
Growing Hosta: The 

Hosta is a very self suf-
ficient plant, requiring 
little or no sun, fertiliz-
er, or tending.  A shade 
tolerant plant, Hostas 
are very low mainte-
nance and easy to grow, 
making them a favor-
ite for shady rock gar-
dens, walkways and 
lawn borders. Little bell 
shaped blooms emerge 
from center spikes of 
the plant in summer.  
Hosta boasts a variety of 
different strains, offer-
ing various leaf size, tex-
ture and color, including 
an array of variegated 
leaves.   While Hostas are 
known as shade plants, 
they should not be plant-
ed in deeply shaded areas.  
For best results, choose 
an area with morning 
sun and afternoon shade.  
Dig a hole one and a half 
times the width of the 
root ball, as the plant’s 
roots with grow and 
spread horizontally.   

Hostas grow and spread 
fast, making them a pop-
ular offering at spring 
garden club sales, as 
members typically 
divide and share their 
plants.  Hostas are best 
divided in early spring as 
the plants are just begin-
ning to sprout.  Dig out 
the whole plant clump to 
separate the plants.

**
Hosta Uses: While 

Hosta is a gorgeous, 
lush plant, its usefulness 
may not be limited to its 
spectacular eye appeal.  
According to some gar-
deners, Hosta is an edible 
plant, with young leaves 
best enjoyed steamed in 
the same manner as dan-
delion greens.

**
Dazzling Daylilies 

The historic orange 
Day Lily, which blooms 
but one day, is a com-
mon sight along New 
England back roads, 
flourishing within the 
confines of picket fenced 
yards as well as sprawl-
ing through countryside 
fields.  Daylilies, origi-
nally from Asia, made 
their way to Europe and 
arrived in this country 
with the colonists where 
they became a backyard 
reminder of their home-
land.

* * 
Did you know?  Daylilies 
belong to the genus 
Hemerocallis, which 
translates from Greek 
to “beautiful for a day.” 
While many new colors 
and varieties of the Day 
Lily are offered today, 
the heirloom flowers of 
our ancestors are the 
orange Tawny Day Lily 
(Hemerocallis Fulva) 
and the yellow Lemon 
Day Lily (Hemerocallis 
Lilasphodelus).  Daylilies 
were another mainstay 
of the Victorian gar-
den, often lining a path 
through a garden gate 
or walkway.  The famil-
iar orange Day Lily still 
serves as nature’s mark 
of summer today.  In 
New England, the tubu-
lar’s blooms begin to 
open between the start of 
school summer vacation 
and 4th of July.

**
Growing Daylilies: The 

Day Lily is easily estab-
lished, growing quick 
and vigorously.   It enjoys 
full sun, which will max-
imize blooms, but also 
adapts to light shade well.  

Daylilies are tolerant of  
most soils, but do best 
in ground that is slight-
ly acidic. The plants 
should be well tilled 
and hole should be large 
enough to accommodate 
roots without crowd-
ing.  When planting, be 
sure the crown of the 
plant is at least an inch 
below the ground and 
water thoroughly.  The 
plant is hardy and very 
forgiving, usually flour-
ishing with little effort. 
Daylilies grow and 
multiply vigorously, so 
they should be divided 
about every three years.  
Divide and transplant 
plants in early spring or 
just after flowering.  Be 
sure divisions have two 
to three stems or leaves 
with roots intact.

 
Day Lily Uses: The 

flowers of Daylilies are 
edible, and are typical-
ly served cooked  in 
Asian dishes and soups. 
 

**
Win Dinner for Two at 

the Publick House
Your tips can win you 

a great dinner for two 
at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send 
in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. 
One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two 
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m 
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers 
out there to share your 
best helpful hints!

Please note the contest 
had been suspended due 
to COVID restrictions.  It 
is expected to start up 
again in June. All entries 
have been collected and 
will be entered into an 
upcoming drawing.

 
Do you have a helpful 

hint or handy tip that 
has worked for you?  Do 
you have a question 
regarding household or 
garden matters?  If so, 
why not share them with 
readers of Stonebridge 
Press newspapers?  Send 
questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o 
the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; 
Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered 
into a drawing for dinner 
for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Two More Nostalgic Favorites 
from the Heirloom Garden    

TRUSTTRUST
Trust Your Neighbors

StonebridgePress.com
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  Community 
      Connection

Your area guide to local businesses!

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 5/3/21 was $2.26 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

508.867.2218 
www.lamoureuxgreenhouses.com
9 Schoolhouse Rd., Brook�eld, MA

Annuals, Perennials, Trees & Shrubs
Open 8-6 daily

Not Your Ordinary Greenhouse

100’s of beautiful unique hangers,  
tropicals & patio pots  

• Unique House Plants • Fairy & Gnome Gardens 
• Topiaries  • Air Plants & Dish Gardens   

• Vegetable Plants, Herbs, Fruit Trees, and Berry 
Bushes • Succulents

FULL LANDSCAPING SERVICES AVAILABLE  

Celebrating 
43 years

Mother’s Day 
May 9th

Gift Certificates Available

Tropicals Available Now! 
Hibiscus, Mandevilla, 

Dipladenia, and Gardenias. 

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Experience  
Salem Cross Inn…  

history, charm, elegance,  
and culinary delights 

Call For Reservations

We Are Now Open 
and Can’t Wait to See You!
Indoor and Outdoor Dining (weather permitting)

Don’t forget… TAKEOUT is available!

Mother’s 
Day  

May 9th
Remember mom, grandmom, 

stepmom, and moms-to-be with 
a gift or gift certificate from 

Primitive Goods.

Home & Garden | Antiques to Farmhouse
Village Paint | Primitives & Country | Candles | Handmades 

Patriotic Decor and more 

Hours: Thurs-Sun 10am-5pm 

146 Mendon St., Uxbridge, MA

508.278.2700  
Check out our photos on Facebook

@primitivegoodssupply or just drop by!

 

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grilling 
Season Is Here

Crooked Creek Farm

2lb NY Sirloin
2lb Ground Beef
2lb Country Ribs

$5800
($68.00 value)

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

ShopShopShop

We’re here to service all of your  
heat transfer and embroidery needs,  

jobs big and small!

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

StonebridgePress.com

Massachusetts Wild 
Turkey season got off 
to a great start, as this 
week’s photo shows. Ken 
True harvested two birds 
back-to-back only min-
utes apart. The big tom 
sported one-inch spurs, 
and a 10-inch beard. 
Steve Rondeau harvest-
ed his 22-pound Tom on 
Saturday morning which 
also sported one-inch 
spurs and a 10-and-a-half-
inch beard. Both men 
observed numerous birds 
in the area that they hunt-
ed. The heavy winds on 
Friday & Saturday after-
noon caused destruction 
to numerous ground 
blinds that were left for 
the next day of hunting. 

Saltwater fishing was 
also impacted by the high 
winds of this past week-
end, keeping most boats 
tied up at the dock. It 
normally takes a few 
days of good weather 
to bring back fishing to 
what it was before the big 
blow. New England has 
been experiencing a lot 
of windy days in the last 
few weeks. Hopefully, 
things will start to calm 
down so that fishing can 
get back to normal, what-
ever that is.  

The Uxbridge Rod & 
Gun Club will hold their 
annual kids fishing derby 

this Saturday starting at 
8 a.m., with breakfast 
being served free to kids 
only. Breakfast will be 
available for adults for a 
small fee. The club pond 
was stocked with a huge 
load of trout this past 
week, with some trout 
over four pounds! Every 
youngster in the derby 
will receive a prize just 
for fishing, so be sure to 
bring your kids to this 
great day in the outdoors 
and enjoy the morning 
fishing with the fam-
ily. You may just get 
hooked on fishing your-
self. You all deserve it 
after this winter and the 
pandemic is in our rear-
view mirror!  

Freshwater fishing for 
trout continues to have 
anglers catching some 
real nice fish, but bass 
anglers are also enjoying 
some great fishing for 

smallmouth bass and 
largemouth bass. The 
number one bait for 
shore fishermen is shin-
ers. Shad fishing should 
also pick up in the days 
ahead. Fishing for shad 
in the Connecticut River 
in Holyoak & surround-
ing areas can provide 
some great fishing for 

the entire family. Using 
freshwater rods and 
shad darts fan have the 
entire family enjoy-
ing the shad fishing on 
the Connecticut and 
Merrimack Rivers. Shad 
are not a good eating 
fish, unless you plan on 
pickling them, but many 
people love the fish eggs 
(Roe) from the females. 
Poor man’s caviar. Check 
out the recipes online.      

Tautog fishing on 
the Westport River 
continued to be very 
poor up until this past 
Saturday on the Westport 
River. Hopefully, it is 
going full blast by the 
time you read this col-
umn. The water tempera-
ture was still at 50 degrees 
this past Saturday, and 
only a few more degrees 
should have the fish 
entering the river to feed 
and spawn.  

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Turkey season off to a great start

Courtesy

Steve Rondeau with his big Tom.

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

(Your Neighbors)
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

HOLDENDUDLEY

HOLLAND - ON DEPOSIT

3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, �nished 
lower level, �replace, deeded 

beach rights
23 Bernie Rd, ~ $329,900

Multi-Family 
properties in 

demand. 

Now is a great 
time to list

3 units, fully rented, 2 bdrms, each unit, recent 
roof, vinyl sided, replacement windows 

44 Highland St ~ $479,900

Foundation & Lot, town services, foundation 
for a Ranch with 2 car garage under

Alton Dr ~ $149,900

SELLERS

COMING SOON!
3 units in Dudley – $300’s

Charming Cottage with family 
room - 3-4 bedrooms, town 

services in Dudley $300’s

Condo with 2.5 baths, 2 
Bdrms, updated heating system 

and windows Webster

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

CHARLTON –74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm, 
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39 
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive 
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors, 
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump 
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full 
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation, 
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 11 Henry Road! Bates Point - Middle Pond + Panoramic Views + Western Exposure = Beautiful Sunsets! Never 2 the Same! 3,184’ 
9 Room Fully Furnished Colonial Built from the Ground Up as a New Home in 2005! This Home Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 of which are Master Suites, 1 
of which Overlooks the Lake, 4.5 Bathrooms, 2 of which have Separate Showers & Whirlpool Tubs, 3 of which have Double Granite Vanities, 2 Complete 
Granite/Stainless Kitchens! The First Floor Open Floor Plan with Hardwood Floors Features an Eat-in Kitchen with LP Gas Jenn-Air Range, Double Drawer 
Dishwasher & Trash Compactor! Spacious Formal Dining Room with Crown Moldings & Chair Rails! Lake Facing Great Room/Living Room with Gas Fireplace, 
Wet Bar with Bottle Cooler, Surround Sound & Slider to Composite Deck! Half Bath with Laundry Closet! The Second Floor with 4 Bedrooms! Comfortable 
Front 16x16 and Back 17x17 Masters with Tray Ceilings, Recessed Lighting, Ceiling Fans, Surround Sound & Full Tile/Granite Bathrooms! Full Hall Bath 
for the other 2 Bedrooms! Fully Finished Walk-out Lower Level with Full Summer Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace, Surround Sound, Slider to 
Paver Patio & Full Bath! Buderus 3 Zone Oil Heat! 3 Zone Air Conditioning! Central Vac! Security! 2 Car Heated Garage! Boat Dock! $1,099,900.00

SOLD
DUDLEY – 12 Susan Drive! Ideal 7 Rm Split! Beautifully Landscaped 18,615’ Lot 
including a Heated In-Ground Pool w/Pool House! Fully Applianced Kitchen w/Corian 
Counters, Island, Hrdwd Floor & Door to the Deck! Dining Rm w/Hrdwds & Slider 
to Deck overlooking the Pool! Living Rm w/Bay Window, Brick Fireplace w/Wood 
Pellet Insert & Fujitsu Wall Mount A/C Spilt Unit! 3 Comfortable Bdrms all w/
Double Closets, Spacious 12x16’ Master! Hallway Full Bathrm w/Skylight & Door 
to the Master! Lower Level 13x24’ Family Rm w/Recessed Lighting! Convenient 
Half Bath! 2 Car Heated Garage! Many 2018 Updates – Roof, Siding, Windows, 
Buderus Furnace, Hot Water Super Store, Oil Tank & Pool Liner! Out Back a 
Garden Area & Storage Shed! Town Services! Won’t Last! $339,000.00

WEBSTER – 35 Everett Ave! 2 FAMILY 
- GREAT INVESTMENT! 4/4 Rms, 2/2 
Bdrms, 1/1 Baths! Family Home Lovingly 
Cared For! Quiet Residential Area! Set on 
a 11,000’ Level Lot! Great Yard! Updates 
include Roof, Boiler, Electrical, Gutters, 
Porch, Sewer Lines, Insulation in Attic, 
Basement and Exterior Walls by Mass Save! 
Replacement Windows & Doors! Hrdwds! 
Garage or Workshop! $224,900.00

WEBSTER – 44 Sunny Ave! Sought 
After Neighborhood! 7 Room 1,632’ 
Colonial! 1st Flr Features Open Flr 
Plan, Kit w/Isl, Din Area, Fam Rm, 
Frplcd Liv Rm, 1.5 Baths! 2nd Flr w/3 
Bedrooms & Bathrm! 2.5 Baths Total! 
Tile Flrs Throughout! LPGas Heat & Hot 
Water! Town Services! $289,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious 
Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door 
Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen 
with Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining Room, Fireplace 
Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom 
with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler 
System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $2,249,900.00

SOLD

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW LISTING

ON DEPOSIT

FEATURED PROPERTY!

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 NEW LISTING! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WEBSTER - 103 UPPER GORE RD

Estate Sale! Scenic View of Beautiful Webster Lake! 
Boardering Stone Walls! Split Level! 3 Bedrooms, 
Kitchen, Dining Rm, Hollywood Bath! Master Bedroom 
& Master Bath. Fireplaced Living Room! Finished Lower 
Level w/1/2 Bath, Garage. “Salt Water” Inground Pool. 
 $319,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSETS! Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! 
Architect designed with Lake Living in mind, Custom 
Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely 
situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All you need 
to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy 
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining , 
formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced 
lake-facing corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 
more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Special! Re-
member, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster - 401 Treasure Island Condo

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island Townhouse! UNIT# 401 end unit. Year round en-
joyment! Quiet summers on big & beautiful Webster Lake! 6 Rooms Applianced 
Kitchen. Open Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & Carpet. Master Bed-
room, W/2 Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Central Air! Central Vac! Very efficient natural gas heat & hot Water! 2 
Boat Slips D10 & D11 in the Private Marina. Heated Pool! Natural Sandy Beach! 
 $439,000.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

ON DEPOSIT

To Be Built or Build to Suit - 2000+ Sq Ft Custom Cape! 
3 large bedrooms, Master suite, Central air, 2 Fireplac-
es! 2 car garage. All town services.  $425,000.

WEBSTER • 9 BIRCHWOOD DRIVE  

Beautiful CAPE! Enormous amount of updates. New Asphalt Shingles, 
& 8 New Skylights!.. 4 Bedrooms! 3 - 1/2 Baths! 24 x 26 Great Rm w/
Gas Fireplace! Master Suite w/”Spa Like” Bath & Soaking Tub!WHAT 
MORE COULD YOU WANT? INGROUND POOL? OK!! has that TOOl! All 
Painted! SS Appliances. New Tankless Hot Water Boiler. $467,000

SORRY, SOLD!

A SELLER’S MARKET 
is continuing into year 2021! 

�inking of selling, NOW is the time! Call us, your neighborhood Real Estate 
Professionals, for a FREE OPINION of VALUE - NO strings attached. 

Do business where the business is being done! 

FEATURED LISTING!
WEBSTER • 17 BRODEUR AVE

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD

Location! Scenic Upper Gore! “BIRDS 
EYE VIEW” of Webster Lake! Spacious 
Tr-Level. 2,279 sf., 4 BRS,1 full Bath, 2 
half baths. Inground pool. 2 Car Garage

$275,000. 

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 155 THOMPSON ROAD

Terrific opportunity for one Large business or 
Several businesses. 4784 st bldg. Zoned B5. Off 
I395 exit 1. High Traffic & Visibility. Excellent 
Location! assisted sale  $695,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Listing!

OPEN HOUSE
MAY 6 • 5PM-7:30PM

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

Make the move!
Find the homes of your neighborhood
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

EXPERIENCED AND GREAT CUSTOMER SERVICE. 
CALL TODAY!

Amy Nadeau, Realtor
Having a full-time realtor in this market is essential 
for success! I am happy to assist you to buy, sell, 

or just answer any questions you might have.

76 Church St., Whitinsville, MA 01588
774.280.2250 | amy@erakey.com

www.amynadeau.com

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562 Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

IT’S A 
SELLERS
MARKET.
Time to cash in!
The real estate market is in full upswing and is helping  
homeowners like yourselves cash-in. Home values have been 
rising steadily and you can potentially be sitting on equity.  
I have plenty of buyers that are looking to buy in your area. 
When was the last that you checked your home’s value?  
The market is hot, don’t let it pass you by.

Mary Hicks
Realtor

M: 508.612.4794
Maryangela87@yahoo.com

www.maryhicks.com
LIC #114184
270 Main St

Spencer, MA 01562

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

I SOLD 49 HOMES LAST YEAR!

Let me Sell your home! I believe in  

delivering exceptional service to my clients. 

I would love to have you as a client.

CALL Direct
978-434-1990

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00  SOLD

SZYMCZAK SELLS!

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

SOLD
$425,000

SOLD
2 UNITS

Webster: 8 room, 4 Bdrms, 2.5 
BA, C/A, 1st �r FR 
14 Chestnut Hill Dr

Dudley: Duplex, 2.5 BA, ea unit, 
2 Bdrm, Oversized 2 car garage
7 Village St

There is some promising 
news for local antique shows. 
After all three Brimfield shows 
were cancelled last year due to 
the pandemic, Brimfield will 
be reopening, although it will 
be on a limited basis. Many of 
the fields have opted to remain 
closed for the May show. The 
website thebrimfiedshow.com 
lists Brimfield Auction Acres 
(formerly J & J) as the lone May 
show. It will open from May 12 
through May 15. Expect to see 
more fields open for the July 
and September shows. 

There has been a lot of recent 
antique news from outside of 
our area as well. A 1794 “No 
Stars Flowing Hair Dollar’’ far exceed-
ed expectations when it sold at auction 
last month. ESPN reported that “while 
it closely resembles silver dollars that 
were later minted in Philadelphia, it gets 
its name because it is missing stars.” It 
sailed past the $350,000 to $500,000 esti-
mate, reaching $840,000. The reason that 
ESPN reported on the sale of a rare 
coin is because it was previously owned 
by Texas Rangers co-chairman Bob 
Simpson.  

In other baseball related auc-
tion news, a Honus Wagner T206 
tobacco baseball card will be 
offered with a $1 million starting 
bid in an auction ending this 
month, according to a Bleacher 
Report article. David Sax of 
Smithsonian Magazine told 
the Bleacher Report that, “it’s 
believed that Wagner demanded 
the ATC pull his card from cir-
culation because he didn’t want 
anyone else profiting from his 
likeness.” Other sources have 
reported that Wagner didn’t like 
tobacco and refused to allow his 
image on tobacco cards. NJ.com 
reported that a different Honus 
Wagner card sold for $3.25 mil-

lion at auction last year.
There is more baseball memorabilia 

news closer to home. I have loaned many 
pieces from my personal collection of 
local baseball historical memorabilia to 
the Worcester Red Sox to be displayed 
in Polar Park. A large display piece of 
the 1880 Worcester Worcesters team 
will be the highlight of the exhibit. Lee 
Richmond is pictured who pitched the 
first perfect game in baseball, along with 
the rest of his team. I have also loaned the 

Worcester Red Sox a letter from the 1880 
Worcester team requesting to be admit-
ted to the National League. There are 
many other items with Hall of Famers 
Jesse Burkett, Gabby Hartnett, Connie 
Mack, and Sliding Billy Hamilton. Other 
great local players photos, programs 
from the Blackstone Valley League, and 
local industrial league teams will also 
be included. People who tour Polar Park 
will be able to see the exhibit in the DCU 
Club. I am always looking to acquire 
local baseball memorabilia from major 
league, minor league, and industrial 
league teams for my collection. I hope to 
see you in the stands at Polar Park this 
summer.

Our online auction of sports and non-
sports cards all from one estate will soon 
be running. Our multi-estate online auc-
tion with Rock memorabilia from James 
Brown, Elvis Presley, Janice Joplin, Jimi 
Hendrix, and other famous performers 
will begin this month and end on June 9. 
We are nearing the deadline for accept-
ing quality consignments for this auc-
tion. The third session of model trains, 
die-cast cars, and other toys is currently 
running and ends on May 12. See our 
Web site for details on upcoming events: 
https://centralmassauctions.com.

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com

Add a bit of fiber to your gar-
den and diet.  Consider grow-
ing edamame (edible soybeans) 
in this year’s garden. 

 Soybeans help promote over-
all health reducing the risk 
of high cholesterol, diabetes, 

heart disease, and high blood 
pressure.  Plus, the high fiber 
in soy helps fight colon and 
some other cancers. 

 
Edamame is an ancient 

Asian vegetable and is often 

eaten right from the pod like 
peanuts.  Edible soybeans are 
also used for making tofu, tem-
peh, soy nut snacks and more.  
In addition to their high fiber 
content, soybean’s high protein 
content has made them a popu-
lar meat substitute. 

 Soybeans can be grown 
in a variety of soils and cli-
mate.  They tolerate adverse 
conditions but perform best 
in warm temperatures, full 
sun, and moist well-drained 
soils. Add organic matter to 
less-than-ideal soils to improve 
drainage in heavy clay soils 
and increase the water holding 
capacity in sandy and rocky 
soils.

 Try growing one of the edi-
ble soybean varieties such as 
Agate, Chiba Green, Midori 
Giant, and Envy. These have a 
better flavor and are more suit-
ed to your garden and recipes 
than field varieties.

 Wait for the soil to warm 
for quick germination and 
increased success. Grow edible 
soybeans in a sunny spot. Plant 
and care for them the same as 
you would lima beans.  Plant 
seeds three inches apart and 

one to one and a half inches 
deep in rows 24 to 36 inches 
apart. Once the plants sprout 
and grow, thin them out by 
removing the weaker seed-
lings, so the remaining plants 
are six inches apart.

 Harvest the soybeans when 
the pods are plump, green, 
rough, and hairy.  They are 
usually ready to harvest in 80 
to 120 days, depending on the 
variety.  Check frequently and 
pick when the seeds are fully 
enlarged but before they get 
hard.  Waiting too long to har-
vest the seeds reduces the fla-
vor and quality.   Since all the 
seed filled pods usually ripen at 
the same time, you can pull up 
the whole plant and harvest the 
seeds from pods while sitting 
on a chair in the shade.

 Use edamame within two to 
three days of harvest for the 
best quality.  Store fresh eda-
mame in the refrigerator in a 
perforated plastic bag. 

 Cook edamame by steam-
ing, boiling, or microwaving 
the pods. Allow them to cool, 
then pop out the seeds to enjoy. 
Don’t let any surplus go to 
waste. Blanche, then freeze 
whole pods or the seeds. Or 
dry the shelled edamame in 
the oven or dehydrator to use 
throughout the year.

 Purchase seeds and carve 
out some space in your garden 
or containers for this nutri-
tious vegetable.

 
Melinda Myers has writ-

ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including The Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She 
hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” 
DVD series and the national-
ly-syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site 
is www.melindamyers.com.

Baseball antique and auction news

WAYNE TUISKULA

ANTIQUES, 
COLLECTIBLES 

& ESTATES

Grow Edamame for better health and nutrition

Melinda Myers

Edamame pods are ready to harvest when they are plump, green, rough, 
and hairy.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

Help Wanted
Good �exible hours

Position 1- General Laborer- 
outdoor painting, lawn work, 
fence repairing, loading and un-
loading  trucks, handyman 
Position 2- Small carpentry re-
pairs, maintenance, hanging 
doors, sheet rock work etc.

Full time year round 
Pay based on experience 

Call 508-450-8926 ask for JD

TREES / FIELDSTONE
 Trees - Evergreens, Excellent Privacy Border. 
 Hemlocks-Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall)… 5 for $99. 
 Colorado Blue Spruce (18”-22” Tall)… 10 for $99. 
 New England Fieldstone Round/Flat,  
  Excellent Retaining Wallstone… $25/Ton

(508) 278-5762 Evening

HELP 
WANTED
Southbridge  
manufacture  

needs full time help. 
$15.00 per hour.

Contact Al at Createk 

508-864-5121

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

HELP WANTED - WAREHOUSE WORKER 
WITH CDL LICENSE - FULL TIME POSITION

Must be 22 years of age or older with 1-year tractor/
trailer experience. Primarily warehouse worker/ 
but may occasionally be needed for over the road 
driving. Must have a CDL Class A driver’s license and 
good driving skills Must be able to pass DOT drug 
screen and DOT physical.
Knowledge of safety and quality requirements. 
Knowledge of loading/unloading procedures. 
Clean driving record. Home nights and weekends. 
Occasionally hauling bedding components to local 
customers that we service within a 150-mile radius. 
Primary duties will be loading/unloading trailers. 
Perform other duties assigned by supervisor/lead 
persons. Paid holidays and vacation - after 90 days. 
Medical, dental, vision, life insurance and retirement 
plans after 90 days.

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY / 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION / VETERAN / 

 DISABILITY EMPLOYER

Call Kevin at Leggett & Platt – 508-987-8706

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
SPRING YARD SALE
Saturday, May 29th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT CARDS!”

24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items ONE DAY ONLY 
Pick your items and Make an offer!

Masks and Social Distancing Rules will Apply

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s) Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - 
Tables, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, cups, 
small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, baseball 
equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes - shirts, pants, 
jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby items - high 
chairs, bouncy, games, seats Antiques

7 Lyon Street
SOUTHBRIDGE

�rst �oor, 3 bedroom, 
no pets, non smoker

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

2012 Sea-Doo Jet Ski GTX 
Limited IS

one owner, excellent condition, 
only 10 hours

$12,000 OBO
Call 508-248-4231

FOR SALE

GARDEN 
MANURE 
FOR SALE
Located in
 Charlton

Will deliver
508-320-3273
508-248-7335

$780 with a month-to-month 
lease signing, first last and  
security deposit required,  
Credit check also required

 NO PETS 
Available May First

Please call 774-230-0878  
leave message

SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
Second �oor 

 Two bedroom apartment  
FOR RENT

BIG YARD SALE
Sat. May 15 from 9-1

No Earlybirds
169 Sheryl Drive
Whitinsville, MA

50 years cellar, shed, garage
Something for everyone!!!

I am looking to 
move into a 
1 Bedroom 
Apartment 
in Webster

or surrounding 
towns. If you have 

an apartment 
 to rent,  

please call  

508-461-6219

�e Summer Internship would run 
from June - August. Hours are varied 
and would be 15-20 hours per week. 

Duties include �ling, data entry, 
customer service and overall o�ce 

support to various departments.  
Knowledge of computers to include 

Microso� o�ce, excel & word.
Quali�cations: High School Diploma. 
Salary: $15.00/hr. Please apply online 

at https://www.townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Resources 
no later than May 15, 2021.  

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity 
employer and encourages diversity. 

SUMMER INTERN 
 Town of Charlton

�e Town of Charlton  
is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity. 

ASSISTANT TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
~ CHARLTON ~

�e Assistant Town Accountant is responsible for providing 
support to the Finance Director. Knowledge of internal control 
procedures, computer applications for accounting and �nancial 

management, applicable laws related to accounting, audit controls, 
& records management practices. 

Quali�cations include: Bachelors Degree in accounting or related 
�eld or 5 years of experience in a municipal �nance related area;  

or any equivalent combination of education and experience.  
Ability to be bonded. 

Please see full job description for complete list of quali�cations 
and responsibilities. Salary: $24.85 – $26.76/hr depending on 

quali�cations. Please apply online at https://www.townofcharlton.
net/158/Human-Resources no later than May 13, 2021

Charlton
Saturday May 8 - 9am to 3pm. 

Antique & estate furniture & collectibles,  
radios, trunks, games, toys, dolls, prints,  

china, glassware, tools, more. 

108 Partridge Hill Rd, Charlton 
— Rain or Shine —

Estate Sale of 
Late Auctioneer

Contact Your Sales  
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

We are told that life 
as we know it has been 
forever changed by the 
computer. The most 
complicated equations 
are solved. We started 
at a desk, then moved to 
a mobile laptop. A few 
years later our phones 
became computers and 
now it can be as small as 
a watch on your wrist. 
(Calling Dick Tracey?). 
Technology is instanta-
neous and we are told 
it’s made our lives easier, 
and it has in many ways, 
while complicating it in 
others. Who is it that’s 
telling us this life in gen-
eral is made easier by 
technology? Is it true?

Then, why do I have 
three remotes sitting on 
my coffee table to oper-
ate one so called “Smart 
TV?” 

If it’s so smart, 
shouldn’t I only need a 
single remote ... or no 
remote at all?

As most of you know, 
we recently downsized 
and moved into town. 
The building I live in 

doesn’t allow a dish to 
be installed so I called 
the local branch of the 
‘mega-cable’ service. I 
found in my call for instal-
lation that I could easi-
ly install it myself. They 
pushed the do-it-your-
self option hard. It was 
obvious they didn’t want 
to send anyone out, so I 
finally said yes. 

The box of wires and 
devices arrived, and I 
was lost. I called my son-
in-law Jeff (an engineer) 
and he made it look easy. 
It was ready to go ... but 
not so fast.

Jeff handed me five 
remote controls and said, 
“These three are for the 
living room and these 
two for the bedroom. The 
third for the living room 
operates your sound. The 
other two operate the 
TV.”

Huh? 
Easy for Jeff. He actual-

ly is a “Rocket Scientist.” 
I think he can send us all 
to Mars using his tele-
phone, an umbrella, and 
a Red Ryder Wagon. He 

gave me a quick tutori-
al and was out the door 
... yet I wasn’t even sure 
how to turn either TV on.

If they are so smart, 
why can’t they figure out 
how to run on a single 
remote? If they are intel-
ligent, why is it every 
time I talk into the voice 
activated feature on 
the remote, it answers, 
“There is no channel 
called ...” no matter what 
channel I choose. If they 
are smart, why did I walk 
out of the bedroom this 
morning to find Arlene 
holding one remote over 
her head and the other at 
knee level. “What are you 
doing,” I asked. “Trying 
to turn on the TV,” she 
responded. 

Oh, before you ask, no, 
there was no instruction 

manual. I called to get 
one and was told I could 
access it on my smart TV. 
Right. 

Over the last seven 
months, I’ve learned the 
basics of managing my 
TV with these remotes. 
We never get too old to 
learn and after I figured 
it all out, it’s not that 
hard. But why should I 
have spent the first four 
months only watching 
Netflix because I couldn’t 
figure out how to leave 
the streaming services 
and over to cable? And 
please do not tell me a 
really smart TV can’t fig-
ure out how to operate 
with a single remote.

I’m sure my grand-
sons could have taught 
me. The nine-year-old 
down the street probably 
knows. I’m just not wired 
that way. I’m heavy on 
the creative side and 
exceptionally light on the 
technical, detailed stuff. I 
can write a column, book, 
or screenplay ... but if my 
screenplay was turned 
into a movie, I may miss 

the first half of the show 
while I struggle with the 
remote to find the chan-
nel.

So, what is positive 
about all this? I didn’t 
give up and figured it out. 
We are never too old to 
learn and if we are opti-
mistic and keep working 
on the problem, we can 
solve it.

And what did I learn 
from all this? Well ... I 
don’t think the term 
“Smart TV” is fully accu-
rate. I find both of my 
televisions to be less 
intelligent than Alexa 
(Amazon) or my iPhone. 
I guess my TVs could 
be classified as learning 
impaired, but that’s okay. 
They both now perform 
as needed when I have 
all the remotes at my dis-
posal.

The world is constantly 
changing around us, and 
we can choose to be lost 
within it or to keep up. I 
decided to keep up. What 
about you?

I encourage all of us 
that were born before the 

computer boom to contin-
ue learning. You’re never 
too old and your certain-
ly smarter than my two 
TV’s. Learn a game or a 
task your phone can do. 
Get on a computer and 
learn something today 
you didn’t know yester-
day.

Although my televi-
sion experience has been 
a struggle, and still is at 
times, the computer in 
its many forms is here to 
stay. Get online, stumble 
around and learn to do 
something fun.  You can 
expand your horizons ... 
and your grandkids will 
be impressed!

Gary W. Moore is a free-
lance columnist, speaker, 
and author of three books 
including the award-win-
ning, critically acclaimed, 
“Playing with the Enemy.” 
Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at 
www.garywmoore.com.

GARY W. 
MOORE

POSITIVELY 
SPEAKING

Who says my “Smart TV” is so smart?
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3rd Annual ABC’s of the Seasons 
Spring Edition 2021

ACROSS
2.  Treat your yard before they take over
7.  Best sales experience
8.  Balance Transfer
12.  USDOT# 2407387
13.  We can save you time and money!
15.  Help wanted, real estate, legals
16.  Save you money on your energy bill
19.  Great gifts for Mothers Day
21.  Quality content
22.  Weber Grills
23.  Beautifying America one vehicle at a time
24.  I’ll beat any of my competitors prices
25.  Arborcoat

DOWN
1.  …flowers that will last a lifetime
3.  Come work for us!
4.  Salon & Spa
5.  New patients welcome
6.  Use promo code palmer123
9.  Always going the extra mile for our customers
10.  Fresh local eggs
11.  Grove & Main
14.  Family owned and operated since 1967
17.  AAA Roadside Assistance
18.  Patient first, goal oriented
20.  15 Years...experience

3rd Annual ABC’S OF THE SEASONS, SPRING EDITION
Hint… answers don’t always include the entire business name.

Name:_ _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Circle which paper you found this in: Spencer New Leader, Webster Times, Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Auburn 
News, Blackstone Valley Tribune, Southbridge News
Daytime Phone: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Email address (optional) _______________________________________________________________________________

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please find the answers to this crossword puzzle on the ABC’s Page. Enter to win a $25 gift card to an ABC business by mailing in 
your completed crossword to ABC Crossword Puzzle, Stonebridge Press, P. O. Box 90, 25 Elm Street, Southbridge, MA 01550 OR 
scan & email or take a picture and email it to jsima@stonebridgepress.news by Wednesday, May 19th. Random-drawing for winner of 
all correct entries to be announced in the May 28 issue. One entry per person.  Please support these ABC’s businesses and tell them 
you saw their ad in your local paper! Good luck!

Please find the answers to this crossword puzzle on the ABC’s Page
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BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – The Dudley 
Police Department is 
seeking any informa-
tion related to the shoot-
ing of a town resident 
at around midnight last 
Wednesday.

According to a press 
release out of the Dudley 
Police Department, offi-
cers responded to a 
reported shooting victim 
at 12 Green St. around 
the midnight hour. Upon 
arriving, they located 

a 26-year-old male res-
ident who had suffered 
a gunshot wound to the 
chest. Police Chief Steven 
Wojnar said in an inter-
view that several entities 
from Dudley arrived on 
the scene and responded 
effectively with the ini-
tial focus on stabilizing 
the victim.

“Our officers respond-
ed, as well as the fire 
and EMS personnel. 
Everybody did a great 
job with acting quickly 
with first aid. They real-
ly saved that gentleman’s 

life. They were able to 
transport him to UMass 
and he went into surgery 
and is in the process of 
recovering from his inju-
ries,” said Wojnar.

The initial reports from 
the scene indicated that 
there may have been sev-
eral suspects who forced 
their way into the first-
floor apartment of the 
building and confronted 
the victim. Wojnar said 
this is not believed to be 
a random act and they 
are using all available 
resources to identify the 

culprits.
“We’re still trying to 

determine what, if any-
thing, was taken from the 
scene, and we’re trying 
to piece together what we 
have for suspects,” said 
the chief. “We are still 
in the process of gather-
ing that information and 
following leads. We’re 
trying to get descrip-
tions. We know that the 
individual or individuals 
fled on foot. We believe 
they might have gotten 
into a vehicle at some 
point along the way. We 

brought in a K9 unit to 
assist in the search. We 
canvassed the area and 
obtained some video evi-
dence from some folks. 
We’re looking for any-
body with information or 
those who have video to 
check for anything suspi-
cious around that time.”

The chief confirmed 
that a female resident 
and two children were 
home at the time of the 
shooting however none 
of them were injured 
during the incident. The 
Massachusetts State 

Police is assisting Dudley 
Police with the investi-
gation which, as of this 
report, is active and 
on-going. Anyone with 
information or possible 
video evidence is asked to 
contact the Dudley Police 
Department a 508-943-
4411. Det. James Annese 
is leading the investiga-
tion. Dudley Sgt. Marek 
Karlowicz, and Officers 
Keith Remillard, Luis 
Pacheco, and Mariano 
Conte also responded 
and are assisting with the 
investigation.

BY JASON BLEAU 

CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – Only 715 
voters turned out for the 
2021 annual town election 
in Charlton on May 1, 
electing representatives 
of numerous boards, 
committees and commis-

sions including a new 
school committee repre-
sentative, a new Board 
of Health member and a 
new selectperson.

The turnout was only 
just over 7 percent of the 
9,986 registered voters in 
town, and is less than the 
837 voters who cast their 

ballot for the delayed 
election in June of 2020 
during the pandemic. 
The ballot did contain 
numerous uncontest-
ed seats however three 
contested elections were 
decided.

The first, and most 
significant, decision of 

the day was for a new 
selectperson with Karen 
Spiewak choosing not to 
run for reelection to pur-
sue other endeavors. Scot 
Alan Neri and Barbara 
M. Zurawski were the 
two candidates seek-
ing Spiewak’s seat with 
Zurawski edging out Neri 
to become the newest 
Charlton Selectwoman 
in a 371 to 334 vote. 
Incumbent Selectman 
David Singer was also 
elected back to the board 
in an uncontested elec-
tion for his seat.

Another seat with 
a contested battle was 
the Board of Health. 
Incumbent Board Chair 
Kathleen Walker sought 
to maintain her seat 
against contender Peter 
J. Lancette II, and when 
the numbers were tal-

lied it was Lancette who 
earned the victory by a 
large margin of 462 to 
229. The third contested 
election of the night was 
for a seat on the Housing 
Authority where incum-
bent Cedric S. Flower 
won over contender 
Susan F. Mix in a 341 to 
312 vote.

The rest of the seats up 
for grabs were all uncon-
tested elections with 
some new names joining 
the town’s elected bodies. 
Jeanne Renaud Constello 
will join the Dudley 
Charlton Regional 
School Committee with 
incumbent Stephanie 
Reed choosing not to run 
for reelection. Jordan 
Evans will also return 
to the committee after 
an uncontested bat-
tle to retain her seat. 

Brett Moore was named 
Assessor after facing 
no competition. Willis 
S. Bond, Jr. rejoins the 
Cemetery Commission, 
Russell George Jennings 
and write in candidate 
Cameron Coleman were 
elected to the Water and 
Sewer Commission, 
William T. Fontaine was 
elected to the Planning 
Board, Diane Doherty 
maintains a seat on the 
Recreation Commission, 
Frances M. Mower and 
Stefan D. Sage were both 
reelected to the Library 
Board of Trustees, and 
Donald J. Montville was 
elected to represent the 
town in the Southern 
Worcester County 
Regional Vocational 
School District.

W O R C E S T E R 
— Family Services of 
Central Massachusetts 
(FSCM), an affiliate of 
Seven Hills Foundation, 
was recently awarded 
funding through a grant 
program administered 
by the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of 
Labor and Workforce 
Development.  The 
$200,000 funding is for 
FSCM to implement a 
Child Care Development 
Specialist Apprenticeship 
Program in Central 
Massachusetts.  This 
initiative is designed to 
run until the end of June 
2022, with an option to 
continue the program for 
an additional year.

 
The goals of the Child 

Care Development 
Specialist Program are to 
1) Build competency in 
child development and 
classroom management 
and curriculum in entry 
level workers working 
in the private sector (not 
public schools), includ-
ing workers with English 
as a Second Language; 
2) Provide meaning-
ful credentials includ-
ing the Apprenticeship 
certificate, the Child 
Development Associate 

credential (nation-
al) and Massachusetts 
Department of Early 
Education and Care 
Teacher Certification; 3) 
Provide a career pathway 
including a track into 
higher education at the 
community college level; 
and 4) Improve retention 
of entry level, new work-
ers including building 
a path on a compensa-
tion scale that leads to a 
self-sufficiency wage.

 
“The Apprenticeship 

program is a strategy to 
build child development 
knowledge and compe-
tency in unskilled, entry 
level workers and also 
provide a career pathway 
in the field to enhance 
retention and quality of 
care,” said Jim Regan, 
Vice President of Family 
Services of Central 
Massachusetts.  

 
The field of early edu-

cation and care is new 
to using the apprentice-
ship model.  In addition, 
child care providers are 
currently considered 
“Essential Workers” 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Working fam-
ilies with young children 
who cannot work remote-

ly must depend on child 
care services.  Child care 
programs have remained 
open during most of the 
pandemic to support 
other essential work-
ers in health care, gov-
ernment, the supermar-
ket industry, etc.   The 
existing workforce has 
been stressed by depar-
tures of workers due to 
health concerns or family 
responsibilities.   

 
For 130 years, Family 

Services of Central 
Massachusetts has been 
serving the greater 
Worcester community 
as a valuable resource 
providing high quality 
support, guidance and 
counseling. FSCM offers 
a diversity of programs 
and services that include 
individual, child and fam-
ily counseling; employee 
assistance; home care; 
community mediation, 
senior volunteer and 
companion opportuni-
ties, and professional 
development for the early 
child care industry. On 
Jan. 1, Family Services 
of Central Massachusetts 
(FSCM), headquartered 
in Worcester, became an 
Affiliate of Seven Hills 
Foundation.

WORCESTER — Building on its suc-
cessful day school for students with 
autism, Summit Agency, Inc., is expand-
ing its programs to provide more compre-
hensive services to Worcester County. 
 
Summit Agency is a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides educational and com-
munity supports to individuals with 
autism and related diagnoses. Summit 
has been a leader in the community for 
14 years, operating Summit Academy 
school, a licensed therapeutic school 
alternative for students ages six to 22. 
 
“April is Autism Awareness Month, so 
I’m thrilled to share the news about our 
new programs,” said Daniel DiMezza, 
Summit Agency’s CEO and the execu-
tive director of Summit Academy. “We 
are expanding our services and supports 

to include Summit Campus, the Summit 
Health and Wellness Center and Summit 
Behavioral Services. This new program-
ming, along with our day school, allows 
Summit to meet individuals and their 
families where they are on their jour-
ney. We want our students to reach their 
full potential for independent living.” 
 
Summit Campus (at 37 Fruit St.) is a 
dormitory experience for college stu-
dents with autism attending any of the 
consortium colleges and universities in 
Worcester. The program is designed to 
foster personal growth, academic suc-
cess and independent living. These sup-
ports will empower students with the 
transition skills necessary to live a pro-
ductive, rewarding and successful life. 
 
“Summit has had some of the most 
creative ideas of any of the programs 
I’ve worked with,” says attorney Henry 
Clark, first executive director of MAAPS 
and an advocate for special needs 
schools. “This project in Worcester has 
been a long time coming and presents 
a wonderful opportunity for individu-
als on the autism spectrum to receive 
the array of much-needed services to 
be successful in school and beyond.” 
 
The Summit Health and Wellness Center, 
opening on July 1 at 59 William St. will offer 
nseling, speech therapy and social 
skills groups. Psychiatrist Oliver 
Joseph, M.D., will be the chief med-
ical officer of Summit Agency. 
 
Summit Behavioral Services will 
operate out of the Health and 
Wellness Center. SBS will provide 
in-home one-on-one services utilizing 
Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA). 
 
Summit Agency has committed to a 
longterm occupancy for the buildings, 
which have been beautifully restored 
by Russ Haims of Hampton Properties.

 
For more information about Summit 
Agency, contact Nikki Koppel at nkop-
pel@summitacademiesma.com or 
visit summitagencyma.com.

Cornerstone 
Bank welcomes 
new Assistant 

Vice President, 
Commercial Lender

WORCESTER — Cornerstone Bank, a 
community bank with 12 locations 
throughout Central Massachusetts, 
recently welcomed Klara Carter as 
its new Assistant Vice President, 
Commercial Lender. Carter has worked 
in the banking industry for more than 
20 years specializing in helping small 
businesses with financing.

“Klara will be a great fit in our orga-
nization,” said Cornerstone Bank CEO 
Todd Tallman. “She already has an 
incredible track record assisting busi-
ness owners in acquiring the financing 
they need, which we hope to apply to 
many of the great small businesses we 
serve across our community.”

 
A resident of Danielson, Carter gradu-

ated from Nichols College with a degree 
in business administration and manage-
ment, focusing on general administra-
tion and finance.

 
“I am eager to begin my role with 

Cornerstone Bank as the next chapter 
of my career,” said Carter. “This past 
year has been so difficult for our area 
businesses and I look forward to helping 
them get back on their feet and support-
ing their future growth.”

 
 
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank is an independent, 

mutual savings bank serving residents, 
businesses and communities through-
out Central Massachusetts. Our cus-
tomer promise, Built on Trust, is not 
just a brand, but also a corporate focus. 
Whether a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone Bank rests on 
the foundation that relationships are 
built on trust. Deposits are insured in 
full by a combination of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund. The Bank is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer, Equal 
Housing Lender and SBA Preferred 
Lender. To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and business banking 
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

Dudley police respond to late night shooting 

Charlton election sees low turnout

Summit Agency announces 
expansion supporting 
autism community 

Family Services of Central 
Massachusetts awarded grant to 

implement child care development 
specialist apprenticeship program
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STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Docks & Lifts of New England  

Docks • Boat Li�s • Canopies Accessories • Swim Ra�s • Staircases

www.docksofnewengland.com

O�ce
87 Lake Shore Drive

 West Brook�eld, MA 01585  
413-530-1344

SECTIONAL DOCK

™ CLASSIC DOCK

™ ROLL-A-DOCK






FLOATING DOCK



FLOATING LIFT VERTICAL LIFT HYDRAULIC LIFT CANTILEVER LIFT

STRONGER MATERIALS. SMARTER DESIGN. GREATER VALUE.

Boat Lifts & Docks
Hewitt dock styles and layouts provide a perfect fit.

Lifts perfectly sized and equipped to protect your watercraft.

Display
242 W. Main Steet,

 East Brook�eld, MA 01515  
774-232-7763

Casual Waterfront Dining on Lake LAshaway
308 Main Street, East Brookfield 
 774-449-8333   308 lakeside.com

Open 7 Days
Open 11 - Close

Mother’s Day
May 9th

We will host three seatings at
Noon, 2:00 & 4:00

Make memories 
at  

308 Lakeside 
Reserve soon!

Monday - Thursday 9am - 6pm
Friday 9am - 5pm Saturday by appointment

www.StonebridgePress.com

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

(Your Neighbors)

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?




