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246 Southbridge Road (Lower Level), Charlton, MA 01507 

(844) 434-9468  Visit us on the web at: ENT-DOCS.com

Christopher C. Charon, MD

American Board of Otolaryngology

American Medical Association

Comprehensive, thorough & experienced care for:

•  Sinus Problems

•  Allergies, including food and environmental

•  Hearing problems & tinnitus

•  Snoring & sleep difficulties/disorders

•  Dizziness & balance problems

•  Nasal Polyp, blockage & drainage

•  Postnasal drip

•  Ear pain & infection

•  Inner-ear problems

•  Tonsillitis 

•  Chronic cough

•  Head, neck & thyroid masses

Same-day appointments available

Insurance accepted & filed. Medicare accepted. Visa & MasterCard welcome.

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The town is 
staying with a single tax rate 
for another year after a unan-
imous vote by selectmen on 
Nov. 20 chose to continue to 
tax both personal properties 
and commercial properties 
equally for the next year.

Charlton is one of numer-
ous local communities that 
have long embraced the single 
tax rate approach rather than 
choosing to tax businesses 
more to help fund town oper-
ations. Director of Assessing 

Deborah Ceccarini appeared 
before selectmen last month 
to discuss whether or not the 
town should remain with the 
single tax rate approach and 
recommended the town stick 
to the status quo.

“Why would we shift the 
burden onto a particular class 
of property when we’re still 
trying to invite and attract 
commercial and industrial 
growth?” Ceccarini stated, 
before delving into the specif-
ics of Charlton’s growth over 
the last year. 

“Our new growth revenue 
for this year was $485,359 in 

new tax dollars. Of course, 
we had the override, which 
was hitting the tax rate this 
year. That brings our new 
average single family to about 
$281,797. The average tax bill 
now for 2019 will be about 
$4,162. That’s an average 
increase of $392 and the bulk 
of that was due for the over-
ride which we prepared the 
taxpayers for.”

Part of the logic of staying 
the current course is the need 
for more growth in Charlton. 
While the town has been a 
popular location of interest 
for several businesses in 

recent years both big and 
small, there is still plenty 
of room for improvement. 
Ceccarini told selectmen she 
feels putting more burden 
on Charlton would stifle any 
future business growth in the 
town.

“The rate is going to be 
roughly $14.77 (per $1,000 val-
uation) – We can only shift up 
to 50 percent above onto the 
commercial, but if we were 
to shift as high as we could 
the commercial rate would be 
$22.16, the residential would 
be $13.37. Incrementally it 
increases the commercial, 

lowers your residential but 
I think the selectmen agree 
we’re still trying to attract 
commercial and industrial 
growth,” Ceccarini said.

Charlton currently has 
$1.15 billion in taxable value, 
which is the highest in the 
region according to Ceccarini, 
even higher than neighboring 
business-heavy Sturbridge. 
However, with so few busi-
nesses in Charlton compared 
to private residents selectmen 
saw fit to stick with the single 
tax rate with a unanimous 
vote.

Charlton sticks with single tax rate

Helping Hands Society holds 
annual Christmas Fair

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The Helping Hands 
Society continued a 30-year tradition 
on Saturday, Dec. 1 by helping the com-
munity kick off the holiday season with 
their annual Christmas Fair.

The Charlton Helping Hands Society 
has been around for a hundred years 
and every Christmas season they offer 
locals the chance to kickstart their hol-
iday shopping with local crafts from 
vendors and organization members all 
nestled in the historic hall of the Dodge 
Chapel. Helping Hands President Judy 
Maskell called the event the organiza-
tion’s biggest annual fundraiser that 
they look forward to every year. The 
funding raised helps Helping Hands 
provide a variety of programs to those 
in need in Charlton.

“Our mission is to try to help individ-
uals and families in need in the town. 

BY JASON BLEAU
VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The Board of 
Selectmen has put the applica-
tion process for a marijuana 
cultivation company on hold 
for now pending the review of 
a new bylaw by the attorney 
general’s office.

Representatives of Four 
Score Holding LLC, one of sev-
eral companies seeking to cul-
tivate marijuana in Charlton, 
appeared before Selectmen 
Nov. 20 to discuss the status of 
the host agreement between 
the company and the town. 
Four Score is seeking to build 
a 20,000-square-foot facility to 
cultivate marijuana for both 
medical and recreational 
use, but has faced roadblocks 
along the way as recent con-
troversies concerning a proj-
ect proposed by Valley Green 

Grow led to numerous town 
meetings and the recent pass-
ing of a new town bylaw. That 
bylaw, approved in October, 
requires selectmen to obtain 
town meeting approval for 
host agreements before sign-
ing contracts with businesses. 
The Attorney General’s office 
has 90 days from the date of 
submittal to approve or deny 
the bylaw which had yet to 
expire on Nov. 20.

Daniel Glissman, the attor-
ney representing Four Score, 
argued selectmen didn’t have 
to wait to approve a host 
agreement if they didn’t want 
to and noted it was the hope of 
the company that selectmen 
would approve the agreement 
as soon as possible. 

“We’ve been working on 
this project since March and 

Charlton Fire Department to hire new personnel
BY JASON BLEAU

VILLAGER CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON – The fire 
department is looking at pos-
sibly hiring two new firefight-
ers to the squad as the depart-
ment continues to deal with an 
injured-on-duty situation with 
the fire prevention officer.

Charlton Fire Chief Ed 
Knopf discussed the status of 
his department with the Board 
of Selectmen just before the 
Thanksgiving holiday, and 
said the IOD situation is still 
being worked out, but it has 
caused responsibilities to be 
managed by himself and other 
officials to make sure of taking 
care of the fire prevention offi-
cer duties.

“That’s been going on since 
September of 2017. We have I 

would say struggled, but we 
have maintained our fire pre-
vention and inspectional ser-
vices to the best of our capa-
bilities,” the chief said. “With 
four major projects going on at 
once in town now, we all know 
about the marijuana industry 
situation, the LNG plant, we 
have a new Treehouse expan-
sion getting ready to take place 
and we also have a diesel and 
propane storage facility ramp-
ing up and getting ready to go 
online, so the need is obvious 
for a fire prevention officer.”

Chief Knopf said he wants 
to fill that position in-house, 
which in turn would leave an 
opening within the fire depart-
ment ranks. The first round 
of interviews was conducted 
before the holiday, with fur-

ther interviews to follow. 
Coincidentally another fire-
fighter also recently turned in 
their resignation to work for 
another town, leaving Charlton 
with the potential for two open 
firefighter positions when a 
new fire prevention officer is 
promoted. What makes this sit-
uation even more complicated 
is funding. 

Five firefighters in Charlton 
are currently funded through 
grants until next June, but 
once that money dries up the 
town will need to find a way 
to maintain those employees 
through budget dollars. 

During the discussion with 
Chief Knopf selectmen debat-
ed whether or not it would be 
responsible to hire two new 
firefighters with an unclear sit-

uation for five positions within 
the department until next year.

This is not the first time 
that the five grant funded fire-
fighters have been discussed 
in recent months. During a 
recent town meeting voters 
approved funding the positions 
until June but come next bud-
get cycle the town will need 
to reexamine from where the 
money to pay these individuals 
comes. Chief Knopf stressed 
the importance of keeping 
these firefighters on staff and 
filling the two pending open 
positions as soon as possible.

“As it stands now, we have 
20 full time firefighters plus 
the fire inspector. Right now, 
I have technically 17 because 
I have another one that’s out 
injured, and then I will have 

these two open positions. To 
clarify, at the last town meet-
ing the vote didn’t fail. The 
vote was unanimous to fully 
fund them moving forward 
until June 30. The language 
was changed prior to that meet-
ing. We believe, and I believe 
that the revenue stream that’s 
been upgraded with these addi-
tional positions has been veri-
fied. Over the last three years 
we’ve produced well over a 
million dollars in ambulance 
receipts so they’re paying for 
themselves essentially,” Chief 
Knopf said.

All things considered, select-
men seemed to heavily support 
that these positions need to be 
a focus of the next budget cycle. 

State Representative Paul 
K. Frost (R-Auburn) is seek-
ing the names of military 
servicemen and women from 
the towns in his district who 
will not be home for the hol-
idays so he can send them 
a Christmas care package, 
an annual tradition since he 
took office in 1997. His dis-
trict is composed of Auburn, 
Millbury, precincts 2 and 3 
in Oxford, and precinct 4 of 
Charlton.

“The holiday season brings 
families and communities 
together,” said Frost, “but 
there are many men and 

women in service to our coun-
try who cannot come home 
this time of year. I wish to 
acknowledge and thank them 
and their families for their 
enormous commitment to 
protecting our nation and way 
of life, wherever they may be 
stationed. I have been send-
ing care packages for the past 
21 years now as a small ges-
ture to express my apprecia-
tion for these brave men and 
women and let them know 
we are thinking about them 
back at home. Christmas and 

Frost plans to send 
holiday care packages

Selectmen put 
Four Score host 

agreement on hold

Please Read FOUR SCORE, page     A13

Please Read FIRE DEPARTMENT, page     A3

Selectmen Seeking to maintain grant funded poSitionS

Please Read HELPING HANDS, page     A14

Jason Bleau Photos

The Charlton Helping Hands Society’s annual Christmas Fair was a hit as locals turned out to get the jump 
on the Christmas shopping season’

One of the most popular tables at the Charlton Helping 
Hands Society Christmas Fair was the “pound of cookies” 
table with a variety of homemade treats

Please Read FROST, page     A7



Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
December 7, 8 & 9
 

MEDIEVAL CHRISTMAS FEASTS: 
The dinners are scheduled Friday, Dec. 
7, Saturday Dec. 8 and Sunday Dec. 9 
at 6 p.m. each evening at the LaSalle 
Reception Center at Notre Dame 
Church, 444 Main St., Southbridge. 
Tickets are $30 per person with a group 
discount for tables of eight available. 
For information or to order tickets call 
(508) 320-2583 or email Choir.jp2@gmail.
com.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 8
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: Bay 

Path Education Foundation Santa 
Claus Pancake Breakfast at Bay Path 
High School, 57 Old Muggett Hill Road, 
Charlton on Saturday, Dec. 8 7:30-
10:30 am. Free 5” x 7” photograph with 
Santa by Casson-Foster Photographers. 

Tickets are $5, children under 5 are free.
SCOUT CHRISTMAS WREATH 

SALE: Auburn’s Scouting Troop 101 
will have Christmas wreaths, baskets, 
and logs on sale at the Auburn Post 
Office on Saturdays Dec. 1 and 8, from 
9AM-noon. Help fund Scouting activ-
ities! For inquiries or pre-sale, call 
George (774-239-2240)

Saturday December 15
SANTA VISITS THE FARM: 

December 15th from 1pm to 7pm. 
Holiday open house at the Douglas 
Orchard and Farm, 36 Locust St., 
Douglas with hot mulled cider and hol-
iday cookies. Come get your holiday 
shopping done. Unique gifts at the coun-
try store. Santa want s to hear what you 
want for Christmas! Come tell Santa 
your wishes and get your photo taken 
with Jolly Ol’ St. Nick. Photographer 
Kayla of Kayla Photographer & Art will 
be there to capture the moment. Santa 
will be in a private room. 

HOLIDAY BASKET FESTIVAL: 

Grace Episcopal Church, 270 Main St, 
Oxford will hold its annual Holiday 
Basket Festival on Saturday, Dec. 15 
from 9 AM to 1 PM in the parish hall. 
Chances on Baskets will be $1 each or 
6 for $5. A free ticket will be given for 
a donation of food, hats or gloves/mit-
tens which will be given to the Oxford 
Food Shelf. In addition to Baskets, we 
will have Christmas hats and stockings 
which can be embroidered with a name 
for $5. A hearty lunch will be avail-
able for $5 as well as a bountiful bake 
table. Tours of our beautiful sanctuary 
on request. Contact Carol Uppgard for 
more info at 508-987-5680.

HOLIDAY CRAFT FAIR: the sixth 
annual holiday craft fair, presented by 
the Auburn Recreation and Culture 
Committee is planned Saturday, Dec. 
15 with a snow date of Dec. 16; at the 
Auburn High School, 99 Auburn St., 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 80 craft vendors to get 
you into the spirit, Santa will make an 
appearance, and other activities for the 
kiddos as well. Food available, schedule 
of events at www.auburnguide.com.
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& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

136 Main Street • Spencer
508-885-3385 • cormierspencer.com  

Ladies & Gents
The stockings are hung.  The wish lists are done. 

Join us at Cormier Jewelers for a sequel evening of fun!
Thursday, December 13  

 5:30-7:30pm
Join us for Free Refreshments & 
Appetizers including Beer from 

local Breweries *
Exclusive One Day Raffles 

*Must be 21 years old

14 Powerstation Rd. ~ Charlton City, MA 01508 
francescositalianbakery.com

COOKIE TRAYS
PASTRY TRAYS

CAKES 
PIES 

BREADS
GIFT CARDS  

& MORE!

Treat your family & 
friends to  

something sweet this 
holiday season!

E. Main St., Rtes. 9 & 32, Ware Just Over the West Brookfield Line
413-967-4210 or 800-793-2078  •  www.guzikmotor.com

 Best Interest Rates 
 Gimmick Free Pricing 

Car Buying – The Way iT Should Be

2016 Jeep Wrangler JK Sport 4x4

Certified Pre-owned. Comfortable and 

safe in any road condition, with less than 

45,000 miles. 3.6L, V-6 cyl engine, 6 speed 

manual transmission. Stop by and take a 

test drive today! #1685UJ

Only $23,999

Treat yourself this holiday 
season to our 

Pick of the Week!

The Fabric Stash

Classes Gift 
Certificates

45 Sturbridge Road
Charlton, MA 01570

508.248.0600
www.fabstash.com

Visit us on Facebook

Homemade Gifts are the Best!
Come in and make some special 
gifts for your favorite people!

Happy Holidays  
from the Fabric Stash

OAKWOOD FARM
Christmas Barn
An old fashioned Christmas Shop

Stocked to 
the rafters with 

Christmas Magic
Since 1974

 Monday-Saturday 10-5
Sunday Noon-4:30 

1 Northwest Rd., Spencer, MA 01562 
508-320-0389    Christmas-Barn.com

 Tis The season To shop LocaL

SHOP LOCAL THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! RUNNING THRU DEC. 14  
Call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page

Gifts, Gift Cards & Gift Certificate Ideas from these local businesses.

OPEN FOR LUNCH ONLY 
13 Mechanic St., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  •  fiveloavesbakery.com
Reserve for special events Sat. & Sun. Up to 40 guests

Let Us Cater Your Holiday Party!
Assorted pies, cheesecakes, breads, pastries, cookies & bars for Thanksgiving

Sandwich Party Platters • Pastry Platters • Christmas Party Office Luncheons & Hostess Platters

Gift 
Certificates

BYOB
WE MKE 
OUR OWN 
BREAD!

See website for details spenceryogahome.com 
117 Main St., 3rd Floor, Spencer MA 01562 

508-769-7050

~Holiday Gift Ideas ~
Class Cards, 

Yoga Props, Eye Pillows,  
Handmade Soaps, Soy Candles  

& Jewelry for sale in studio.

New Teachers - Expanded Class Schedule - Join us!

Give the Gift of Wellness
Advanced Hatha Series,
December 11, 12:30-2:30

Vision Board Workshop,
 December 16, 1:00-4:00

Winter Solstice Sound Bath, 
December 21, 6:00-8:00

Sign up online to reserve you spot!

~ Gift Certificates ~
Rt. 32, 315 Palmer Rd., • Ware, MA

 413-967-7601
TeresasRestaurantWare.com

Parties ~ Reunions  
Weddings ~ Showers ~ Special Occasions
Seats 50-200 ~ Your Hosts – The Ferrentino Family

Book your 
Holiday Party 
at Teresa’s!

Open  
7 Days A Week

Lunch & Dinner ~ Daily Specials
Live Music & Entertainment Every Friday Night!

River of Dreams (Billy Joel Tribute)
Sat., Jan. 12 • 5:30-10:45

$50pp Tickets include 6 course dinner & show. 
Tax & Gratuity

Charlton 
Sewing Center

charltonsewingcenter.com
12 Stafford St, Charlton, MA 01507• 508.248.6632

Open: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Sat 9-5 • Sun (call ahead)

Sewing Machine 
Sales & Service

~Est. 1978~

New England’s  
Sewing Sanctuary

Give the gift of a life long craft.  

We’ll teach you how to use your machine when you buy one from us!

NOW OPEN

1497 Main Street
Leicester, MA - 01524

Accepting New Clients 
(508) 892-5525

salon-superior.com

Come check us out & see what 
we have to offer for the holidays  

Give the Gift of Beauty!
HOLIDAY  

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE 
Open Tuesday-Saturday

A STEP IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION
WORRY-FREE EARNINGS WITH OUR LIMITED TIME CD

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. APY effective as of 11/27/2018. Annual percentage yield assumes interest remains on deposit 
until maturity and that any withdrawal will reduce earnings. Early withdrawal penalties and fees may apply. Minimum balance 
required to open this account and earn the APY is $500. At maturity the CD renews to a 24-month term. Early withdrawal penalty 
may be imposed. Membership to SCU requires a one-time interest-earning deposit of $5.00 in a prime share account. Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Federally insured by NCUA. NMLS #616673

888.599.2265 | southbridgecu.com

2.65%
APY*

25-MONTH CD

We’ve got you.

Let’s talk. 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Zion Lutheran Church, 70 

Main St., Oxford is planning a 
Blue Christmas candle-light ser-
vice to be held on Tuesday, Dec. 
11th, at 7:00PM. All are welcome 
to this quiet, contemplative ser-
vice.

HOLIDAY CONCERTS
The Shepherd Hill Music 

Department presents the 9th 
annual Holiday Spectacular 
Dec. 7th and 8th at Shepherd 
Hill Regional High School. Join 
Rudolph, Frosty and all their 
friends in this Broadway type 
event highlights the talents of 
the Shepherd Hill Show Choirs, 
Concert Choir, Woman’s Choir 
and amazing soloists. An event 
for the entire family and there 
maybe even a surprise visit 

from Santa! Friday Evening 
December 7 the show begins at 
7pm, Saturday December 8th 
there is a matinee at 2 pm and an 
evening show at 7pm. To reserve 
tickets go to https://shepherd-
hillchoirs.ticketleap.com/holi-
dayspectacular.

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
DROP OFF

Running for more than two 
decades, Charlton Helping Its 
People In Need (Chip In) Food 
Pantry is a non-profit, multi-
purpose human service organi-
zation that has been providing 
more than just food for local fam-
ilies in need. The Charlton Police 
Department, along with our 
Police Explorer program, will 
be graciously accepting Legos, 
family games, dolls (action fig-

ures for boys), toy trucks, bikes, 
sports equipment, video games, 
etc...for children from toddlers 
to teens who may not be as fortu-
nate this holiday season.

Something as simple as a toy 
can stir a child’s imagination 
and bring joy to youth in need. 
Please give generously to make 
the holidays brighter for our 
children.

New, unwrapped toys can be 
dropped off at the Charlton Police 
Department’s lobby from now 
until December 21st. Monetary 
donations will also be accepted. 
Checks should be made out to 
“Chip In.” Together we can help 
a child have a joyful holiday!

Charlton Capsules

(To include your services email ruth@
stonebridgepress.news)

SPECIAL SERVICE

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Zion Lutheran Church, 70 Main St., 

Oxford is planning a Blue Christmas 
candle-light service to be held on 
Tuesday, Dec. 11th, at 7:00PM. All are 
welcome to this quiet, contemplative 
service.

AREA CHURCHES

First Congregational Church of 
Brimfield: has announced its Christmas 
Eve schedule. Monday, December 24th 
- Christmas Eve Services: 7:00 p.m. 
Family Worship. All are invited to join 
us in this joyous service as we sing and 
pray to honor the birth of our Lord and 
Savior.

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service: A more 
‘traditional’ Christmas Eve Service. 
Please join us in this quiet and reflective 
service which leads us into Christmas 
Day.

Charlton 
Christmas

area holiDaY Fairs

www.StonebridgePress.com



The holidays are here, and 
if you’re scrambling to find 
the perfect present on a bud-
get, you’re not alone. Before 
you run out to search a token 
present from picked over 
department store leftovers, 
or recharge a chain store gift 
card, read on. This year’s gift 
giving philosophy is all about 
back to basics and a home-
made touch can make the 
difference between a dull or 
dazzling present. Read on for 
some new and old gift ideas 
that represent some of my 
favorites!

**
Festive Guest Soaps: These 

fragrant soaps are a nod to nos-
talgic soaps from days of yore. 
Fancy, yet practical, these 
impressive soaps make the 
perfect hostess present. Or add 
a few to a basket along with a 
pair of coordinating hand tow-
els for a sensational gift set.

 
Ingredients: glycerin bar 

soap (available at dollar 
stores); dried flowers such 
as lavender, chamomile, etc.; 
dried herbs or herbal tea bags; 
essential oils.

Instructions: Cut glycerin 
soap bars into chunks and melt 
in a double boiler or (carefully) 
in the microwave. Stir until 
melted. Skim off any top res-
idue that may form. Gently 
stir in dried flowers and herbs. 

Pour melted glycerin into soap 
or candle molds. When thor-
oughly cool, remove soap from 
mold. Embellish for gift giv-
ing by wrapping a grosgrain 
ribbon once around the soap, 
securing with a floral sticker. 
Or wrap in tissue paper and tie 
off with ribbon.

 
Homemade glycerin soaps 

are fantastic bath gift items 
for family members too. Chop 
unscented glycerin soap bars 
and melt. 

For men: toss in a little white 
sand for an effective abrasive 
hand soap that’s ideal for the 
workshop.

For women: the addition of 
poppy seeds, oatmeal or coffee 
grounds makes an excellent 
exfoliant soap. 

For kids: Poke a plastic bug 
or other small safe toy surprise 
in the soap before setting.

 **
 Gourmet Condiment Basket: 

Fancy imported mustards and 
gourmet vinegars can be cost-
ly. All you need are some inex-
pensive ingredients and a few 
embellishments to conjure up 
a gift basket worthy of the fuss-
iest of cooks! Mix up a couple 
of small jars of flavored mus-
tard and add a tall decanter of 
vinegar for a complete gift.

 
Base Mustard Recipe
This base recipe uses the 

addition of ingredients (post-
ed below) to prepare various 
gourmet mustards. Makes one 
cup.

Ingredients: Three ounces 
of brown or yellow mustard 
seeds; one quarter cup brown 
sugar; one teaspoon salt; one 
teaspoon cracked pepper; 

one teaspoon turmeric; seven 
eighths of a cup wine or white 
vinegar. 

Instructions: In a blender, 
mix together mustard seeds, 
sugar, salt, pepper and tur-
meric. Add the vinegar one 
tablespoon at a time to form a 
coarse paste. Let mixture rest 
for about 15 minutes. Add the 
additional gourmet ingredi-
ent flavors below. Spoon into 
a tightly capped jar. Label jar 
with mustard name. Make up 
a gift tag with instructions to 
allow mustard to cure for two 
weeks before serving. 

Gourmet Blend Additions 
(add to one cup base recipe)

Clove Spice Mustard: 
add one teaspoon of cloves; 
Tarragon Mustard: add a pinch 
of cloves and one teaspoon tar-
ragon; Horseradish Mustard: 
add up to one tablespoon of 
grated horseradish; Hot Garlic 
Mustard: add one dried chili 
pepper and one garlic clove. 

Note: Small jelly canning 
jars are ideal for packaging 
gift mustards.  You can fill two 
jars with this one cup recipe. 
Use your computer to make up 
unique labels.

**
 Scented Home Décor 

Medallions: These fragrant 
air fresheners make a fashion 
statement! They can be hung 
on a doorknob, in a closet or all 
around the house. These can 
be made with candy or candle 
molds as well as soap molds.

 
Materials: Plaster of Paris; 

pearly craft paint; essential oil; 
soap or candle molds; ribbon

Instructions: Mix plaster 
according to directions on 
package and pour into molds. 
Each medallion requires two 
identical molds. When com-
pletely dry, remove from 
molds. Using a pearl or enam-
el, paint front and sides of each 
form as desired. Leave a small 
area at the top of each mold 
unpainted. Apply a finish coat 
over paint. When dry, apply 
several drops of essential oil 
to the top of medallion. The 
unpainted area is porous and 
fragrance will be absorbed by 
the medallion. Cut a loop of rib-

bon and glue to the back of one 
mold. Glue the molds together 
back to back, securing careful-
ly with a vise if necessary to 
press seams together. When 
dry and secure, suspend wher-
ever a fresh scent is desired.

**
Heirloom Tea Spoons: 

Vintage silverplate spoons 
coated with candy provide a 
sentimental sweet treat for 
tea drinkers. Silver plated 
spoons are inexpensive and 
readily available at flea mar-
kets or antique shops. Wrap a 
few of these stirrers in cello-
phane and tie with a ribbon. 
To sweeten the deal, present a 
matching set of spoons along 
with a selection of loose tea.

Ingredients: Approximately 
35 pieces hard candy, 
crushed (lemon and 
cinnamon are great 
with tea); two table-
spoons corn syrup.  

Directions: Line 
a cookie sheet with 
wax paper and spray 
with cooking spray. 
In a heavy saucepan 
combine crushed can-
dies and corn syrup. 
Melt over low heat 
stirring frequently. 
Spoon candy into bowl 
of each spoon. Place 
spoons on cookie 
sheet with handles on 
rims to make spoons 
level. Allow to harden. 

 **
Win Dinner for Two 

at the Publick House
Your tips can win 

you a great dinner 
for two at the his-
toric Publick House 
Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply 
send in a hint to be 
entered into a random 
drawing. One winner 
per month will win a 
fabulous three course 
dinner for two at the 
renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 
131 across the town 
common in historic 
Sturbridge. Because 
I’m in the business of 
dispensing tips, not 

inventing them (although I 
can take credit for some), I’m 
counting on you readers out 
there to share your best help-
ful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint 
or handy tip that has worked 
for you?  Do you have a ques-
tion regarding household or 
garden matters? If so, why 
not share them with readers 
of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers?  Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint! C/o 
the Southbridge Evening News, 
PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a 
drawing for dinner for two at 
the historic Publick House Inn.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Harrington 
HealthCare System crowned its 2018 
Providers of the Year at a recent cele-

bration at The Barn at Wight Farm in 
Sturbridge.

This year, gynecologist-urogynecol-

ogist Dr. Christine Carey and family 
medicine nurse practitioner Kim Vetal 
won the distinguished honor following 
open nominations in October.

The Provider of the Year award has 
been given annually since 2011. This is 
the first year the healthcare system has 
given two awards: one for a physician 
and one for an advanced practice prac-
titioner.

Carey has been a women’s health 
provider at Harrington Hospital for 22 
years. She joined Harrington Physician 
Services in 2009. She currently prac-
tices gynecology and urogynecology in 
Suite G05 on the Southbridge campus 
alongside doctors Mark Simonelli, Kirti 
Patel and nurse practitioner Maryanne 
Vogel.

Carey was also the recipient of the 
Worcester Telegram Best of Central 
Mass Physician of the Year award, 
successfully earning more votes than 
four other local physicians. She was 
honored at a celebration at the DCU 
Center which occurred the night after 
Harrington’s.

Vetal began working in Brimfield as 
a family medicine practitioner in 2003, 
later joining Harrington Physician 
Services. She currently works along-
side doctors Ruth Benet, Shannon 
Short-Graley, James Goodwin, and 
nurse practitioner Kristine Roth.

All members of Harrington’s com-
munity — volunteers, board members, 
patients, employees or other medical 
staff — were eligible to nominate an 
MD, DO, NP or PA. The nomination 
form required a description of how the 
provider exemplified the values and 
characteristics of the award, which 
include being caring, collegial, safe, 
cooperative, flexible, available and reli-
able.

The winner is selected by a commit-
tee made up of the chief medical officer, 
the medical staff president, the chief 
executive officer, and previous years’ 
winners: Dr. Paul Santolucito, Dr. Paul 
Harrington, Dr. John Tumolo, Dr. Tina 
Render, Dr. Talal Bou-Harb, Dr. Issam 
Oneyssiand Dr. Giza High.

In total, 32 physicians and 19 advanced 
practitioners from Harrington’s medi-
cal staff were nominated for the award.
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AccurAcy WAtch
The Charlton Villager is committed to accu-

racy in all its news reports. Although numerous 
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate 
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at 
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely 
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4130 
during normal business hours. During non-busi-
ness hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice 
mailbox. The editor will return your phone call.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Publick House Historic Inn ~ 277 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566
Visit www.publickhouse.com for more information or call 508-347-3313

Come enjoy a warm meal 
with family or friends by the fire! 

Buy One, 
Get One FREE

Visit the Publick House on any Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday for Lunch 
or Dinner. Offer valid only on Mon., Tues., & Wed. Not valid with any other 

coupon, discount or promotion. Not applicable to groups or private  events. 
Lower priced entrée will be complimentary. Not available for take-out. This 

certificate has no cash value. Excludes all holidays. Expires 12/31/18.   
Not Valid Dec. 24, 25, & 31. Maximum 4 coupons per table/party.

430 Main St., Oxford, MA
We repair all makes and models of  

Garage Doors and
Electronic Openers • Broken Springs  
Replacement Sections • Broken Cable 

 Remote problems

Sales • Service • Installation
800-605-9030  508-987-8600

Visa/Master Card Accepted

8x7-9x7 Steel 
2 Sided Insulated Garage Door

r-value 9.65 Inc, standard hardware & track,  
8 color & 3 panel design options

Liftmaster 1/2 hp Chain Drive  
7 ft. Opener

Price matching available on all written quotes

$610 INCLUDES
INSTALLATION

$310 INCLUDES
INSTALLATION

Courtesy photo

The 2018 Harrington Providers of the Year are, left: Christine Carey, MD, FACOG, gynecology 
and urogynecology (with husband, Ed) and, right: Kim Vetal, NP, family medicine (second 
from left, with medical staff President Dr. Frank Powers, Harrington President and CEO Ed 
Moore and chief medical officer Dr. Art Russo).

Harrington names providers  
of the year

Homemade holiday gifts:  
high in creativity, short on cash

KAREN
TRAINOR

tAke

the

hint

Selectman Joe Szafarowicz said he certainly believes one way 
or another the fire department needs to remain with its current 
personnel even if compromises have to be made with the budget. 

“It’s a very good case that we will most likely keep these offi-
cials,” Szafarowicz told Chief Knopf. “I think it should be part of 
the budgeting cycle for FY 2020 and part of that town meeting. I 
think a lot of evidence points towards a strong case for bringing 
those firefighters back.”

For now, selectmen voted unanimously to allow the chief to pro-
ceed with new hirings to fill the vacancies within the department.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
continued from page 1



BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Employees of two publications in 
western Massachusetts have asked 
the Newspapers of New England to 
recognize them as the Pioneer Valley 
NewsGuild.

The Daily Hampshire Gazette and 
the weekly alternative Valley Advocate 
share ownership and a building in 
Northampton and are moving to solid-
ify their status as a union as other 
papers have done.  

Efforts to unionize in Northampton 
began last year when Gazette executive 

editor Jeff Good said he was fired for 
supporting equal pay for female employ-
ees though corporate officials say that 
wasn’t the case. Publisher Michael 
Rifanburg has folded the Advocate into 
the features department of the Gazette 
and reduced staff, citing lower reader-
ship and tariffs on Canadian newsprint 
as factors for the moves. 

“We’re feeling the pinch,” he said.
However, state Rep. Jim O’Day isn’t 

buying it. 
“Hopefully they’ll let the process 

unfold in a democratic way,” he said, 
adding, “I think whenever workers can 

come together, whether it’s for better 
working conditions, greater wages, bet-
ter hours, you name it, I think it’s 
beneficial to those workers and their 
families.”

Organizing into a union isn’t as easy 
as it used to be, not since the Supreme 
Court delivered a blow to such efforts 
during the summer. If Newspapers of 
New England doesn’t agree voluntari-
ly to recognize the union, organizers 
will have to ask the National Labor 
Relations Board to distribute ballots to 
the 72 members. However, prior to that 
ruling employees at the Los Angeles 

Times, Chicago Tribune and the New 
Yorker magazine had voted to unionize.

Newspapers of New England owns 
numerous publications including the 
locally regional Athol Daily News 
as well as the Concord Monitor and 
Greenfield Recorder.

The Winchendon Courier is owned 
by Stonebridge Press in Southbridge, 
which operates more than 20 publica-
tions throughout New England.

A timetable for resolution of the 
Northampton effort is uncertain.
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Real estate

chARltoN AlmANAc

CHARLTON
$265,000, 186 Stafford St, Boucher, 

Denise I, to Torres, Gloria E.
$230,000, 112 Colburn Rd, Malay, 

Sandra E, to Hyde, Nicholas R.
$215,000, 27 Highfield Rd #D, 

Czech, Jason F, and Czech, Lori 
M, to Hempsted, Karen A.

$160,000, 7 Oak Ridge Dr, Devoe 
2005 Funding T, and Devoe, 
Anthony M, to Visser, Andrew G, 
and Visser, Karen M.

$70,000, 13 L Stevens Rd, Butler 
Robert C Est, and Williams, Donna 
M, to Generations Construction.

After attending hundreds of Home 
Inspections I have found that many 
of the same issues will arise over and 
over again.  It is always a good idea to 
resolve any potential inspection issues 
prior to the inspection.  One way to do 
this would be to have a pre-inspection 
where the home inspector will come 
in at a lower cost and inspect the home 
before you put it up for sale.  The one 
challenge with this is that your inspec-
tor most likely will not see everything 
and the next inspector will have less 
issues to find so they will find differ-
ent ones.  With this pre-inspection you 
could check the water quality and quan-
tity if you have a well, radon in the air, 
and a pest inspection.  This way if any 
issues came up you could resolve prior 
to listing for sale so the buyer feels 
better knowing that you did what was 
necessary to take care of your home 
and didn’t defer maintenance.  I would 
advise discussing this option with your 

Realtor to decide if this 
would be your best 
approach or not.

If you do not do a 
pre-inspection it is good 
to go through the house 
and looks for obvious 
issues that could come 
up on an inspection.  
Some of these may seem 
not to be a big deal but 
when adding them all together the 
buyer will get concerned.  Some com-
mon issues I see are

Radon in the basement area and many 
times buyer will ask seller to repair

Water quality and quantity test which 
may result in a new well or mitigation 
systems for contaminants

Old stains on ceiling.  Make sure to 
paint the and resolve source of stain.  
Also if there are stained ceiling tiles 
replace them as well.  This is many 
times an old roof leak, an ice dam or 

even a sweating 
piped which could be 
wrapped to prevent 
dripping

GFCI’s either not 
installed in kitchens 
or bathrooms or not 
working properly.  
Ensure your kitch-
en and baths have 
GFCI’s and they are 

working properly
Water leaking into the electric panel.  

Have someone seal around the entry of 
the main electric line into house if that 
is the cause

Double tapped breakers.  Have an 
electrician evaluate your electric panel 
and install additional breakers if there 
is space where there are doubletapped 
breaker

Decks missing joist hanger and lag 
bolts.  Just proactively install joist 
hangers where needed and lag bolt the 

deck to house.
Open Junction boxes.  Cover thee to 

prevent concerns
Boiler not cleaned or serviced.  Make 

sure boiler or furnace has been cleaned 
in last 12 months and also ensure there 
is a tag on the boiler

Lack of caulking arounds baths and 
sinks.  Proactively recaulk around sink 
and tub.  

Garage door not reversing when eyes 
are walked past or tension is placed 
on door.  Have the eyes and the stop 
reverse adjusted. 

Water leaking into basement.  
Proactively seal any cracks in walls 
that you can. 

I know there are many more but I 
think you get the point.  Either hire an 
inspector or take a quick walk around 
your home with your realtor and have 
them make suggestions on things you 
should proactively do to ensure you 
don’t have issue down the road. 

Most Common Home Inspection Issues?

JAMES
BLACK

ReAltoR’s
RePoRt

BY GUS STEEVES
STONEBRIDGE CORRESPONDENT

To be effective, one thing 
leaders really need is a ruler.

Not the political kind, nor 
the measuring kind, but the 
idea kind.

As Craig Bailey told a din-
ner forum at Nichols last week, 
that word is an acronym for 
Recognize, Understand, Label, 
Express and Regulate, and it 
specifically refers to how to 
deal with something everyone 
has, but many don’t deal with 
too well – emotions.

“The skills of one person can 
make a difference in an organi-
zation,” he noted, adding that 
leaders “set the tone, so their 
skills matter.” 

He later observed members 
of groups need to know their 
leaders “have those feelings 
and what you do when you 
have those feelings. It’s not just 
about having your emotions on 
your sleeves all the time.”

Emotional intelligence can 
be learned, even when we’re 
no longer in preschool. The key 
is to recognize what we feel 
and where it might be com-
ing from (within or outside the 
situation). Emotions, he noted, 
can be responses to some-
thing that “doesn’t have to be 
right in front of you,” and are 
“characterized by a change” 
in thought, physical reaction, 
expression and/or behavior, 
often mediated by hormones 
and memories.

“We end up remember-
ing things that have a lot of 
emotional significance to us,” 
Bailey said. “If you’re not doing 
things that are meaningful, you 

won’t remember them.”
Bailey, director of the 

Yale Center for Emotional 
Intelligence, said good leaders 
are aware of their impact on 
others, astute judges of people 
without being judgmental, bal-
ance drive with sensitivity to 
needs of others, communicate 
well, and balance emotion and 
logic. People need to feel vali-
dated; when that doesn’t hap-
pen, “it just shuts everything 
down.”

“It can never be just about 
yourself. It’s always a conver-
sation with other people,” he 
said.

To get an idea of how the 
roughly 25 participants 
thought about both leadership 
and what they wanted to feel in 
the workplace or similar orga-
nization, Bailey simply asked 
them. The responses were not 
surprising. Among the former, 
they said leaders need empa-
thy, bring out the best in oth-
ers, set things up so that “if 
you step out, others can carry 
on,” and “have to have yourself 
squared away to help anybody 
else.” Regarding the latter, 
they wanted a sense of pride 
and accomplishment, to be 
respected, connected, and pro-
ductive, and feel, as one stated, 
the group is “a second family.”

As we now do things, Bailey 
said, surveys in schools and 
workplaces tend not to have 
those things. Instead, students, 
teachers and workers are often 
feeling stressed, tired, bored 
and disrespected in various 
ways by a large margin.

“It’s more a reflection of the 
society we live in,” not just 
those settings, Bailey noted. 

He points back to childhood, 
arguing, “children today don’t 
talk about emotions because 
we as a society don’t talk about 
emotions. The students are just 
a reflection of us.”

He didn’t note why specifical-
ly, but several theories exist. 

Among them are ideas that our 
culture has become seriously 
divorced from Nature, with 
various studies showing that 
most people who have time 
walking or sitting among green 
trees, flowing water and the 
like experience demonstrable 

reductions in stress hormones. 
Other ideas have fingered the 
fact our culture and economy 
emphasize individualism and 
technology to an extreme when 
humanity is inherently a social 
species. Several theorists have 
noted all of these and other 
issues feed into each other.

Emotions, Bailey said, are 
based in biology. 

“Your reaction [to some-
thing] is your body’s way of 
telling you to pay attention to 
something,” and those events 
can be positive or negative. In 
the brain, emotions are rooted 
in the amygdala, which is right 
next to and linked to the hip-
pocampus, the area of memory 
formation. 

Because they’re so closely 
linked to basic survival needs, 
strong emotions tend to over-
rule the evolutionarily much 
more recent executive cortex, 
which is responsible for prob-
lem solving and logical deci-
sion making. But when we rec-
ognize that process in action, 
we can choose to step back and 
give ourselves the time to think 
about it, rather than just react. 
One way to put ourselves in 
a better mental state, Bailey 
suggested, is to take a moment 
to actually look at a photo (real 
or cellphone) and remember 
whatever gives us joy. At the 
same time, we can help others 
by guiding them out of whatev-
er the situation is that’s stimu-
lating them.

Gus Steeves can be reached at 
gus.steeves2@gmail.com. 

Dr. Craig Bailey

Leadership requires emotional intelligence

Media employees unionize in western Massachusetts

Contact Your Sales Representative Today.
508-764-4325



The short answer on wheth-
er you should scrap silver is 
that you usually shouldn’t. I’ll 
provide a brief history before 
discussing what to do with your 
silver.

The oldest silver artifacts 
were made in ancient Sumer 
around 4000 BC, according to 
Britannica. “The scarcity of sil-
ver, combined with its softness 
and malleability, precluded its 
use for making tools.” However, 
those properties, along with its 
bright color and resistance to 
oxidation, made it desirable for 
ornamental pieces.  

In Ancient Rome, it was used 
for plate ware, utensils, and 

ornamental work. Prior to the Middle Ages, gold 
was utilized more often, until after when silver 
became the primary metal in European metal-
work. Silverwork continued to thrive during the 
Renaissance. During the 18th century, thin silver 
sheets were used to cover copper. This became 
known as “Sheffield plate,” and made silver afford-
able for most people.

Before you decide what to do with your silver, 
you should determine whether you have sterling 
or silver plate. If you have silver flatware or hol-
low ware (teapots, serving bowls, etc.), check the 
bottom. Most American silver should be marked 
sterling. It may also be marked 925 because ster-
ling silver is 92.5% silver.  If silver were 100% it 
would be too malleable for flatware and hollow 
ware. You can also look for the word “plate.” 
Silver plate, quadruple plate, Sheffield plate and 
EPNS indicate that there is just a small amount of 
silver. Except for exceptional pieces, most silver 
plate has little value.

Other silver isn’t as easy to identify. English sil-
ver hallmarks can be very complicated. There are 
different hallmarks for sterling and silver plate. 
According to the 925-1000.com website, 
there may be five hallmarks on a piece. 
The first is a standard mark which spec-
ifies the silver content. The next iden-
tifies the city, followed by a letter and 
the date. The last marks are duty and 
makers’ marks.

Earlier American silver is also hall-
marked. It may have the last name or 
initials of the silversmith. Much of the 
early silver is made of “coin silver.” 
Coin silver is 90% silver which is the 
same amount that was in silver coins of 
the time. You can often find more info 
on the early American silversmiths. For 

instance, coins silver spoons marked Goddard 
may be from a Worcester silversmith.  

Scrapping broken pieces may be fine. Sometimes 
a mixture of simply designed pieces may not have 
a value much above the scrap value. However, 
most sterling and coin silver by earlier silver-
smiths command prices above scrap value and 
shouldn’t be scrapped. If you have a spoon by Paul 
Revere Jr., it can bring thousands of dollars. Coin 
silver teapots by other American silversmiths can 
also sell for thousands.

An average sterling silver flatware set can bring 

BY SHANNON BOYLE, 
CONTENT MARKETING SPECIALIST FOR 

BBB

 The holiday season is in 
full swing and online shoppers 
need to be on alert for ‘porch 
pirates’ — people stealing pack-
ages from unsuspecting home-
owners. In a recent study, near-
ly 26 million Americans report-
ed holiday packages being sto-
len from their front porch or 
doorstep. 

Last year, Amazon shipped 
more than five billion items 
to Prime members, sparking a 

packaging business to analyze 
Google search trends to deter-
mine where package theft is 
more concentrated. Boston is 
fourth on the list of the most 
prone cities to so-called porch 
pirates.

Although certain crimes 
occur more often around 
the holidays, the USPS and 
Consumer Reports have a few 
ways you can keep your pack-
ages safe from thieves.

Don’t leave delivered pack-
ages unattended. You wouldn’t 
leave $500 sitting outside your 

house overnight so don’t leave 
your packages unattended 
for long periods of time. Pay 
attention to online tracking; if 
the company says it was deliv-
ered but it’s not at your house 
report it. 

For extra security, use 
motion detecting lights and 
camera systems to fend off 
would-be thieves. 

Leaving town? Have your 
mail held at the post office. 
Once you return you can pick 
everything up or request it be 
delivered to your home. 

Customize the delivery. If 
you know the package is going 
to be larger than the mailbox, 
authorize the carrier to leave it 
in a specified out-of-sight loca-
tion. You can also request pick-
up at their facility. 

Secure the shipment. 
Signature confirmations 
ensure that the package ends 
up in the right hands. Register 
your most valuable packages 
so special care and documen-
tation is used every step of the 
way. 

Ship your packages to where 
you are, not where you aren’t. 
Spend all day at work? Talk to 
your boss about having packag-
es delivered to your workplace 
instead of your home address. 

Keep an eye out for suspi-
cious activity in your neigh-

borhood. Some thieves follow 
delivery trucks waiting for the 
opportune time to steal packag-
es. If you notice something out 
of place in your neighborhood, 
report it to the proper authori-
ties with specific details. 

You can also plan with neigh-
bors to move any packages 
inside their home for safekeep-
ing until you arrive home at 

night. 
If you or someone you know 

has been affected by stolen 
packages, report it to BBB 
Scam Tracker to help warn 
others. 

For more holiday tips you 
can trust, check out the BBB 
Holiday Guide at bbb.org or 
follow us on social media. 
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Once again, Saint John Paul II Parish in Southbridge will be sponsoring its annual Medieval Christmas Feasts on the second weekend of December.  
The dinners, prepared by a professional caterer, feature entertainment from start to finish in the context of a late medieval castle banquet with singing, hanging of the 

greens, procession of the boar’s head and flaming pudding. Of special interest is the court jester whose humor brings both laughter and joy to this holiday observance.  
Similar to a Renaissance Fair but in a sacred context, these dinners are sure to put you in the Christmas spirit!
The dinners take place all weekend, Friday, Dec. 7, Saturday Dec. 8 and Sunday, Dec. 9 at 6:00 p.m. each night. The site is the LaSalle Reception Center at Notre Dame 

Church, 444 Main St., Southbridge. The cost is $30 per person with a group discount for a table of eight available. To purchase tickets, contact (508) 320-2583 or email 
Choir.jp2@gmail.com

Christmas feasts ready for hilarity

The ladies of Medieval Feast.  Photos courtesy Gary Peck

This year’s Feast cast at dress rehearsal.

Courtesy photo

This is just tempting the porch pirates

Six steps to stop porch pirates this holiday seaon

Should you scrap your silver?

WAYNE TUISKULA

Antiques, 
ColleCtibles 

& estAtes

Turn To ANTIQUES page     A7
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SANTA 
WILL BE  
AT THE FARM 
NOV 23, 24, 25
DEC 1-2

Visit our  
Christmas Craft Shop!
Mon-Thur Noon to Dark
Fri, Sat, Sun 8am-Dark
502 Allen Hill Road, Brooklyn, CT • 860-774-7064 • www.alenhillfarm.com

– AMPLE PARKING –

Allen Hill Farm
CHRISTMAS TREES & WREATHS

Thousands of Quality Fraser, Douglas,  
Balsam, Canaan, Concolor,  
Korean Fir and Blue Spruce

CHRISTMAS TREES – Table Top to 14 Feet.
Cut your own or select a freshly cut tree 

from our display area. 
AFFORDABLE TO EVERYONE!
Free Tree Recycling, Free Wrapping,  

Free Hayrides, Cookies, & Mulled Cider Available

Charlton Library holds annual craft fair
CHARLTON – The Charlton Public Library hosted its annual craft fair once again in 2018 bringing numerous crafters to town with over 25 vendors presenting their 

goods to prospective buyers. Everything from soaps and wood crafts to more unique one-of-a-kind projects as well as the works of local authors were available for pur-
chase on Saturday, Dec. 1 as an annual holiday kickoff tradition continued. 

Jason Bleau Photos

Lucas Beaudette Workshops of Charlton, specializing in custom woodworking products, 
showed off their creative items to prospective buyers

Local crafter Linda McManus shows her creations to a prospective customers.

Local authors Gail Olmsted and Tracey Ryan were features in the Author’s Nook portion of 
the craft fair

Guests could try their luck at a raffle where vendors at the fair offered up some of their goods 
as prizes

Mama Bear Makes, led by Jennifer Wall, at the Charlton Library craft fair Fernwood Handcrafted Gifts offered a variety of fun and unique items including hand made 
winter wear, wallets and decorations

Customers explore the options at Gayle’s Sunshine Shop The ladies of Eagle Lake Soap had a variety of hand-crafted products 
to show off

Charlton artists Irena Russell brought her works for visitors to exam-
ine and, hopefully, purchase

These creative hand-made stocking decora-
tions were made to look like winter gloves



The following students have earned a place on the 
honor roll at Holy Name for the first quarter.

GRADE 7 

High Honors: Charlton: Chase Brush; Milford: 
Matthew Donahue; and Shrewsbury: Nathan 
Williams.

Honors: Auburn: Amanda Wilbur; Charlton: 
Colin Brush; Dudley: Don Sousa; Holden: 
Liaidan Van Dyke; Millbury: Patrick Sheehan; 
Northborough: Craig Mitchell; Paxton : Robert 
Reynolds; Whitinsville: Natalie Overstreet; and 
Worcester: Emily Charlton, Isabella Vigliotti, 
Emberlynn Cao, Aidan Coppinger, Jonathan 
Doucette, Grace Williams, Jack McGrath, Miriam 
Greenslit, Caroline Harris

GRADE 8

High Honors: Auburn: Ryan Mechery; 
Shrewsbury: Sabrina Williams; and Worcester: 
Kwame Asare, Keziah Danso

Honors: Auburn: Ashley Wilbur, Chloe Diguette, 
Adam Toscano; East Brookfield: Ronald Pataky; 
Mendon: Michael Younes; Millbury: Cadance 
Ryan; Northbridge: Michael Ronan, Emma Ronan; 
Princeton: Catherine King; Webster: Connor Paul; 
and Worcester: Joong Gun Lee, Joseph Bowden, 
Kayden Chevalier, Alexa Tighe, Logan Antkowiak, 
Stephanie Tran, Christopher Larson

GRADE 9
High Honors: Auburn: Claudia Symonick; 

Hudson: Benjamin Kushi; Millville 
: Isabelle DiCecco; Oxford: Benjamin Duval, 
Dominic Porcelli; Rochdale: Elizabeth Socha; 
Spencer: Makenna Barrows; Webster : Anna 
Richardson; Worcester: Kylie Barbour, Serena 
Kim, Sanaa May, Terrence O’Connor, Jaiden 
Shekoni, Marcy Suarez

Honors: Douglas: Seth Boudreau, Hayley Houston; 
Dudley: Alyson Gering, Madeline Grenier, Kaitlyn 
Nguyen; Grafton: Yihan Zhang; Holden : Xiaoyu 
Hei; Hudson: Sarah Walsh; Marlborough: Adam 
Short; Millbury: Sophie Ikeda, Quinn Romaine; 
Spencer: Elizabeth Manfield; Sturbridge: Nathan 
Kowal; Thompson, CT: Brayden Akana; Webster: 
Emilia Kreidler, Isabella Maglich; Worcester:  
Emma Bolduc, Brianna Borrero, Nicole Brown, 
Matthew Camfield, Lily Carelli, Liam Grow, 
Natalee Horton, Boston Kielbowicz, Harmon La, 
Ryan Lam, Kayla Marks, Martyna Myslinski, 
Ethan Paixao, Mario Paldino, Katie Paulino, 
Christina Pham, Marjorie Ramon, Bella Romeo, 
Corey Rondeau, Cormac Trainor, Nhu Tran.

GRADE 10

High Honors: North Oxford: Danielle Frasco; 
Oxford: Julianna Warman; Shrewsbury: Frances 
Fernandez; Spencer: Adam Scannell; West 
Boylston: Cadence Dimen; Worcester: Carissa 
England, Elizabeth Galeriu, Raigan Gregoire, 
Alexandra Selvitelli, Olivia Spokis

Honors: Auburn: Matt Card, Kevin Ly, 
An Nguyen; Charlton: Mary Graff, Yuqi Han; 
Clinton: Issaih Agnew; Holden: David Prosser; 
Leicester: Jared Dahlgren, Christian Rivera; 
Medway: Anita Cuff; Milford: Ashby Norris; North 
Grosvenordale: Lillian Krysinski; North Grafton: 
Anmarie Huggett; Oxford: Cienna Barszcz, 
Daniel Depatie, Christopher Mahlert; Paxton: 
Jillian Reynolds; Putnam, CT: William Aldredge; 
Rochdale : James Flanagan; Shrewsbury: 
Conor McTigue, Natalia Moura-Westdijk, Henry 
Seo, Seth Williams, Jongmin Lee; Southbridge: 
Amy Loin; Spencer: Kalli McCutcheon, Amanda 
Scannell; Sturbridge: Arianna Lester; Uxbridge: 
Kira Sullivan; Whitinsville: Mateo Morrissette, 
Robert Pingeton; Worcester: Isabel Ayers, Jacob 
Bowden, Anthony Cao, Emeline Class, Gianni 
DeProspo, Kaylee DeSiata, Paige DeSiata, Emily 
DiLiddo, Cristiaan Giovanangtelo-Nicotera, 

Caitlin Graham, Randy Guarango, Willaim Huo, 
Lauren Jeong, Ry Kariuki, Max LeFrancois, 
Lilianne Lipka, John Lopes, Molly Lynch, Amelia 
Nadeau-DaCruz, Richael Silverio, Olivia Spokis, 
Nolan Sweetser, Jack Xia, Jerry Xu.

GRADE 11

High Honors: Boylston: Elise Probst; Hudson: 
Emily Regis; Milford: Juliana Cafarella; Rutland: 
Erin Duncan; Shrewsbury: Elyse Duff; Uxbridge: 
Krista Sullivan; Webster: Jason Lin; West 
Boylston: Tony Hu; Worcester: Lucia Garcia, 
Benjamin Lanava, David Luo, Nhan Nguyen, 
Nguyen Truong.

Honors: Auburn: Anna Pyche, Nathalie Soto; 
Charlton: Janelle Schulman; Dudley: Colby 
Fenton; East Brookfield: Alexander Demarski; 
Grafton: Jack Chen; Jefferson: Madison Ayik; 
Leicester: Katelyn Lepard; Marlborough: Abigail 
Spitzer; Mendon: Priscilla Younces; Milford: 
Rachael Allegakoen; Millbury: Ariel Ji, Faith 
Sheehan; North Grafton: Picheng Li; Oxford 
: Abigail Duval; Putnam, CT: Thomas Aldredge; 
Shrewsbury: Emily Baril, Renee Baril, Sean 
Hammitt, Yunyi Jiang, Rylie Murphy, Yejun 
Qiu, Ian Wu; South Grafton: Isabella Diorio; 
Southborough: Isabelle Lindhurst; Spencer: 
Abigail Manfield, Ryleigh Modig; Sturbridge: 
Rebecca Kowal; Sutton: Karina Leblanc; 
Webster: Jessica Gardner, Ashley Wentworth; 
Westborough: Rachel Liazos, Declan Roche; 
Whitinsville: Lindsey Sanderson; Worcester: 
Anna Camfield, Linda Collesei, Ferras Coulibaly, 
Crystal Di, Ava Diggs, Jaini Edmonds, Abigail 
Erickson, Kamille Hylton, Celine Jia, Rahmya, 
Kelley, Esther Kim, Kayla Leong, McKenzie 
Logan, Yudong Luo, Olivia Lupisella, Brendan 
McGee, Amina Mohammed, Roshara Morgan, 
Astrid Otchere, Brett Pullman, Passapong Ruksee, 
Edward Shon, Emily Vo, Calvin Wang, Sky Weng, 
Mars Xu, Bruce Yu.

GRADE 12 

High Honors: Cherry Valley: Panda Lin; Milford: 
Kaycee Conover; North Grafton: Abaigeal Carroll; 
Rutland: Catherine Dinsdale; Shrewsbury: 
Elizabeth Fernandez, Jax Kou, Varun Nathan, 
Sam Zhao; Whitinsville: Michael Wickstrom; 
Worcester: Dyson Barbour, Cyndi Le, Leila Liu, 
Charlotte Liu, Amy Shon, Peter Wang, Alexandra 
Ward, Francis Xu.

Honors: Auburn : Jasmine Tao; Charlton: 
Emma Bailen, Kenneth Graff; Grafton: Gabriela 
Vescio; Hudson: Katherine Regis; Marlborough: 
Stephanie Monteiro; Millbury: Jillian Carew; 
Millville: Michelle Riley; Oxford: Kathryn Horan; 
Rochdale: Erin Socha; Shrewsbury: Olivia 
Ankrah, Nancy Guo, Wendy Zhang; Spencer: 
Morgan Woolard; Sutton: Reanna Mankaryous, 
Sabrina Woolf; Uxbridge: Ethan Hickey, Matthew 
Worthington; Webster: 
Morgan Richardson; 
Whitinsville: Marcos 
Morrissette; Worcester: 
Ginneta Abaidoo, Colivea 
Acquaye, Olivia Amorati, 
Freddy Bai, Zuzanna Basta, 
Devon Benoit, Gabriel 
Caminhas, Shirley Chen, 
Taylor Cordova, Yulianny 
De Los Sants, Adam DiLiddo, 
Helena Greenslit, Chiara 
Hill, Emma Kennedy, 
Hannah Lynch, Zenobia 
Mojica-Turner, Clariese 
Natal, Malaika Ngigi, Anna 
Nguyen, Julie Obeng-
Nyarkoh, James Oleas, 
Nikolas Padilla, Neena Pires, 
Samantha Selvitelli, Charlize 
Xu.
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LEARNING

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 9AM-5PM
Tuesday-Friday 2pm-5pm (Closed Mondays)

1069 Route 171, Woodstock, CT  860-974-9103
(Across from Tractors 2 Trimmers)

Choose & Cut Your Own Fresh Christmas Tree!
Large Selection of Pre-Cut Trees Also Available

Fresh Home-Made Wreaths & Sprays

CHRISTMAS TREES
FOR SALE

CHARLTON — James 
P. Chabot of MassHire 
Worcester Career Center 
announced the award-
ing of a $5,000 in train-
ing grant for Bay Path 
RVTHS Practical Nursing 
Academy student David 
Macharia of Worcester. 
Training grant funds encour-
age economic growth in the 
state and allows investment 
in additional training for 
healthcare workforce.

“We’re thankful for the 
support of the MassHire 
Worcester Career Center,” 
said Bay Path RVTHS prac-
tical nursing academy direc-
tor Gretheline Bolandrina 
MSN Ed, RN, CRRN. “Mr. 
Chabot have been incredi-
bly helpful in assisting our 
practical nursing students. 
The grant will not only 
help our nursing students 
through the 10 months of 
rigorous training, but also 
ensure that they stay moti-
vated and inspired to give 
their best. We are produc-
ing world class, real world 

ready LPNs right here in 
Massachusetts.”

The Executive Office 
of Labor and Workforce 
Development, and 
Commonwealth Corporation 
encourage businesses to 
address workforce training 
needs. Interested parties are 
encouraged to visit www.
commcorp.org/wtfp to learn 
more.

Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy offers a 40-week, 
(10-month), full-time, 
Monday through Friday, 
evening program. The pro-
gram begins mid-August and 
is completed in late June. 
Graduates receive a practical 
nursing certificate and are 
eligible to take the NCLEX-
PN licensure exam. The 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is fully approved 
by the: Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Health and Human 
Services Department of 
Public Health Board of 
Registration in Nursing 239 
Causeway Street Boston, MA 
02114 617-973-0800 www.mass.
gov/dph/boards/rn The 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy is accredited by 
the: Council on Occupational 
Education 840 Roswell Road 
Building 300, Suite 325 
Atlanta, GA 30350 Telephone: 
800-917-2081 www.council.
org. Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School is fully accredit-
ed by the: New England 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges 209 Burlington Rd, 
Suite 201 Bedford, MA, 01730-
1433 781-271-0022 www.neasc.
org

Macharia  
awarded training 

grant

Holy Name aNNouNces HoNor roll

anywhere from $500 into the low thou-
sands. Prices vary depending on the 
maker and pattern. We sold a rare ster-
ling flatware set, with scarce serving 
pieces, for over $15,000. Mid-century 
modern sterling pieces are among the 
mid-century pieces that are currently 
bringing strong prices. We sold a set of 
Georg Jensen sterling flatware for over 
$4,000. 

A rare George Jensen fish platter sold 
for $120,000 at another auction house 
in 2011. You’d need something of simi-
lar quality to serve fish from a platter 

like that. A Martele sterling silver fish 
serving piece sold for $2,700 in a 2013 
auction.

I’ll be at the Shrewsbury Historical 
Society on Dec. 12th at 7:00 PM for 
an antiques presentation. We are still 
making estate pickup and accepting 
quality consignments for our Jan. 31st 
live auction. See www.centralmassauc-
tions.com for details on these and other 
upcoming events.  

Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula 
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass 
Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate 
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen-
tralmassauctions.com  (508-612- 6111) 
info@centralmassauctions.com

ANTIQUES
continued from page     A5

the holiday season is a time for family 
and community, and all those serving 
in our military should be a part of 
our thoughts, prayers and well wishes 
during this joyous season.”

Packages contain candies, cookies, 

local newspapers and holiday greeting 
messages. If anyone in the district has 
a loved one from the district and in the 
military who will not be home for the 
holidays, call Rep. Frost’s office at 617-
722-2489 or email paul.frost@mahouse.
gov by Monday, December 10 to have 
a care package sent to them. Please 
include any food allergies when provid-
ing details.

FROST
continued from page 1
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 As an inves-
tor, you will 
have access to 
accounts that 
are taxed dif-
ferently from 
one another. 
And it’s possi-
ble you could 

benefit from tax diversification by own-
ing accounts in these three categories:  

Tax-deferred – Tax-deferred accounts 
include the traditional IRA and a 
401(k) or similar employer-sponsored 
retirement plan. When you invest in 
tax-deferred vehicles, your money can 
grow faster than if it were placed in an 
account on which you paid taxes every 
year. You also may get a tax deduc-
tion for contributions you make today. 
When you start taking withdrawals 
from these tax-deferred accounts, typ-
ically during retirement, the money is 
usually taxed at your ordinary income 
tax rate.  

Taxable – Taxable investments are 
those held in a standard brokerage 
account, outside your IRA or 401(k). 
While you can put virtually all types 
of investments into a taxable account, 
you may want to focus on those con-
sidered to be most tax-efficient. So, you 
could include individual stocks that you 
plan to hold, rather than actively trade, 
because you will not get taxed on the 
capital gains until you sell. You also 
might consider mutual funds that do 
little trading and generate fewer capital 
gain distributions. This is important 
not only in terms of controlling taxes, 
but also because the taxes on these 
distributions can reduce your invest-
ments’ real rate of return.  

Tax-free – When you invest in a Roth 
IRA/Roth 401(k), you don’t get an imme-
diate tax deduction, but your earnings, 
as well as your withdrawals, are tax-
free, provided you do not start taking 
withdrawals until you’re 59 ½ and you 
have had your account at least five 
years. (However, income restrictions do 
apply to Roth IRAs.) 

So, given the difference in how taxes 
are treated in these accounts, how can 
you choose where to put your money? 
For example, when would you contrib-
ute to a Roth IRA or Roth 401(k), rather 
than a traditional, tax-deferred IRA or 
401(k)? If you are in a high tax rate now 
and expect it to be lower in retirement, 
a traditional IRA may make more sense, 
as you potentially get a sizable benefit 
from the tax deduction. But if you are in 
a lower tax rate now, you have most of 
your retirement investments in tax-de-
ferred accounts, and/or you can afford 
to forego the immediate tax deduction, 
you might find that the Roth IRA/Roth 
401(k), with its tax-free withdrawals and 
earnings, ultimately will make more 
sense for you. But since no one can 
predict where tax rates will go in the 
future, having money in different types 
of accounts – i.e., tax diversification – 
can be beneficial. 

If you only focus on traditional, tax-de-
ferred accounts, you could end up with 
larger tax bills than you anticipated 
when you retire and start tapping into 
these accounts, particularly when you 
must start taking withdrawals – called 
“required minimum distributions” – 
when you reach 70 ½. By having money 
in accounts with different tax treat-
ments, you may have more flexibility 
in structuring your withdrawals during 
retirement, based on your year-to-year 
tax situation. 

There’s no formula for achieving an 
ideal tax diversification. You’ll want to 
consider your own needs and circum-
stances in choosing the right mix of tax-
able, tax-deferred and tax-free accounts. 
Ultimately, taxes should not drive all 
your investment decisions – but they 
should not be ignored, either.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or 
jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com

Take advantage 
of tax  

diversification
Loss of a 
statesman

Whether you are a registered voter 
affiliated with a party; or whether you 
try really, really hard not to be involved 
with politics at all, you have to know 
the world has lost a true gentleman this 
week.

George Herbert Walker Bush was, 
for the most part, a soft spoken man…
with a spine of steel. He chose not to put 
himself in the blinding spotlight and 
take credit for much of what was indeed 
his own work. He believed in those who 
worked with him; and gave equal credit 
to those around him.

His modest adage was that no sin-
gle person was ever wholly responsible 
either for triumph or failure.

And he didn’t just talk his talk, he 
lived it.

He nearly lost his election bid because 
people didn’t “get” his demeanor. Time 
magazine called him a “wimp.”

He proved them wrong.
His style was different, there wasn’t 

bluster in his speech and mannerisms. 
There was honesty, and sincerity. 

And while he didn’t agree with every-
one around him, even among those on 
his side, in his own party and his advi-
sors; he handled any controversy calm-
ly and quietly. Presenting himself and 
any rancor with a level headedness we 
could surely use now.

He was a diplomat.
He was a number cruncher.
He understood tactics and strategy.
He was a veteran.
He was a devoted husband and father.
He was a successful business man.
He was a friend, a good friend to 

many, staying friends with old Navy 
buddies, with college friends, with fel-
low politicians his entire life.

He may be the last of dying breed; an 
honest politician who understood com-
promise; understood human nature; 
and understood nothing gets done with-
out both sides willing to talk and to 
sacrifice a bit.

And he understood we are all in this 
together. There is no “us” and “them”; 
we are one country.

If for no other reason than to honor 
his memory, we should attempt to act 
like it for a month or two.

He would understand that; and prob-
ably laugh at us all from Barbara’s 
side; where he most assuredly is now; 
at peace.

Goodbye Mr. President.

“Progress is impossible 
without change, and those 
who cannot change their 
minds cannot change any-
thing.” – George Bernard 
Shaw

Last Friday, in the 
hope that no one would 
notice in the mayhem of 
Black Friday sales, the 
Trump administration dropped a 1,600-
page report on climate change which 
was drafted by 13 federal agencies and 
more than 300 leading scientists. So, 
in my very small way, I’m hoping my 
little essay will thwart the hopes of the 
administration and draw your attention 
to the National Climate Assessment 
released by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration after 2½ 
years of study.

Naturally, President Trump declared 
before jumping into Marine One on his 
way to address a gathering of his cult 
followers in Mississippi: “I don’t believe 
it.” 

The following day, Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders, who does an impressive job 
portraying a presidential hand-puppet, 
declared the report is “not based on 
fact.” 

Nothing less, I guess, should be expect-
ed from an administration led by some-
one who has declared climate change to 
be a hoax perpetrated on a naïve world 
by those inscrutable Chinese.

Well, since President Trump wouldn’t 
recognize the truth if it weighed eight 
tons and plummeted out of the sky and 
onto the 18th green at Mir a Lago, here 
are some of the reports more disturbing 
findings:

First, for us New Englanders, warm-
ing ocean temperatures will continue 
to rise by at east one degree every 16 
years, or so. So? So, as temperatures 
in the waters of our coast continue to 
warm, lobsters will continue to move 
north into the cooler waters where they 
thrive. While lobster boats active in the 
seas just south of Cape Cod and around 
Rhode Island brought in some 2,000 met-
ric tons of the spiny crustacean in the 
1990s, lobster populations in that area 
have since collapsed. After increasing 
catches in the Gulf of Maine (where 
most of those more southern-dwelling 
lobsters moved to) in the decades that 
followed, the catch suffered a precip-
itous decline last year. One of New 
England’s most important economic 
sectors stands to be devastated.

Also of concern 
for the northeast, 
rising tempera-
tures and wet-
ter winters will 
likely will lead to 
increasing pop-
ulations of ticks 
carrying Lyme 
disease and mos-
quitoes carrying 

Triple-E and West Nile Virus.
As for the rest of the country, the 

report notes that the amount of acreage 
charred by California wildfires each 
year has doubled since 1985. If mankind 
fails to significantly stem the release of 
greenhouse gases, the amount of acre-
age burned in the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains could triple during the last three 
decades of this century.

The beautiful and temperate Pacific 
Northwest, says the report compiled by 
experts who know the subject, will see 
wilder bouts of severe weather, includ-
ing extended drought, large wildfires, 
heatwaves, massive algae blooms, and 
periods of torrential rains.

Increasing temperature extremes in 
the Midwest will lead to significant crop 
failures, leading to shortages that will 
result in increased prices here in the 
U.S. and an increased likelihood of fam-
ine – due to decreasing U.S. agricultural 
exports – in other parts of the world.

Unchecked climate change could, by 
the end of the century, result in a 10 
percent depletion in the U.S. economy, 
according to the report.

The change in climate, the report 
stresses, is due in large part to the 
activities of humankind. We broke it; 
we need to do what we can to fix it. It’s 
pretty simple – for most thinking peo-
ple, that is. But President Trump, if he’s 
known for anything, is certainly known 
for a lack of thoughtfulness.

Hopefully, whoever follows him into 
the White House will act quickly to 
reverse his disastrous environmental 
policies. If not, well…we’re screwed. Or 
should I say our children and grandchil-
dren are screwed. They are the reason 
we need to act now, but the president 
and his cult followers just don’t give a 
damn. If it’s not going to affect them per-
sonally it’s not worth worrying about.

Aggressively addressing the problem 
may have its cost but, as President John 
F. Kennedy – a real president – said: 
“There are risks and costs to action. 
But they are far less than the long-range 
risks of comfortable inaction.”

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough 

to tell all our readers to turn to the 
Opinion pages and read your Letters 
to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Charlton 

Villager, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, 
MA 01550. 

Or e-mail your 
letters to the edi-
tor at ruth@stone 
b r i d g e p r e s s .
news

You’ll need 
to provide your 
name and place 
of residence, 
along with a 
phone number, 
so we can veri-
fy the letter is 
yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if 
you keep it around 600 words or so, 
you’re going to have a better chance 
at seeing all your words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer 
about a particular issue, maybe a 
guest Your Turn column is your cup 
of tea. If you do that, try to keep it 
between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/
or personal attacks are a no-no and 
could lead to your letter not being 
published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start 
writing!

Editorial
Do we truly listen to each 

other? Or are we so afraid that 
our opinion could change that 
we decide to ignore what the 
other person is saying and 
focus on how we are right and 
how they are wrong. I say we, 
because I include myself in this. 
For those who don’t know me I 
am a guy who loves to talk more 
than truly listen. I recognized that I 
needed to work on becoming an active 
listener myself before I could say some-
thing to others. 

While on this journey of recognizing 
that I wasn’t a truly active listener, 
especially to those who didn’t agree 
with my opinion, I came to the realiza-
tion, thanks to social media, that most 
people were only focusing on their own 
opinions instead of hearing from the 
opposition and I believe that this needs 
to stop. I again ask the question “Do we 
truly listen to each other?”   

We like to do everything in our power 
to not truly listen to any opposition. We 
focus on things such as how redundant 
the person is in their words. We go so 
far to even start name calling when we 
run out of things to say to protect our 
opinion(s). We forget that the other per-
son we are talking to is a human being 
that has feelings. Again I say, this needs 
to stop. For some strange reason we 
think that it is unacceptable for us to 
have a healthy conversation where we 
end it with us leaving with the oppos-
ing person’s opinion in our thought 
process. Instead we focus on leaving 
the conversation with the satisfactory 
of not having anything changed in our 
own thoughts. 

I know that some who are reading 
this are thinking “wow is he ignorant 
on what a debate is.” No, I am not being 
ignorant about the fact that when we 
have healthy debates on certain topics, 
such as Brett Kavanaugh, or the debate 
on abortion, etc., that we are trying to 
change the other person’s mind on a 
topic, all I am saying is that we focus 
on winning more than the fact that we 
are talking to another human who has 
thoughts and feelings. We have become 
a nation of “narrow minded people” 
and it is tearing our society apart. Look 

around for yourself and you 
will see it. I believe that it 
is time for us to realize that 
we need to start being active 
listeners.

An example of this is the 
#MeToo movement. You 
as a person may disagree 
with what either the accus-
er of the accused person is 

saying, but shouldn’t we give them a 
chance to be heard? What if you were 
the person who was the accuser or the 
accused? Wouldn’t you like the chance 
to be heard before everyone made a 
decision against you before you had the 
chance to speak? The sexual assault vic-
tims need to be heard but the accused 
assaulter also needs to be heard as well 
before a decision can be made. I know 
I would want to be heard and I believe 
that most of you who are reading this 
would agree and would want to be heard 
as well.  

How do we truly listen to each other? 
It’s more than just being quiet and 
repeating what the person you are lis-
tening to just said. Instead we should 
start off by putting away distractions, 
such as our phones, and we should actu-
ally make eye contact with the person 
that we are talking to. We should be 
asking questions when we don’t under-
stand something that was said. When we 
do oppose a thought instead of attacking 
the person verbally, we can state our 
opinion in a way that doesn’t turn the 
conversation into a yelling match. So 
yes, that means that before we speak 
we need to actually think about what 
we are going to say. Here are a couple 
of questions that I ask myself that may 
help you. The first is “Does this edify or 
encourage the person to keep sharing 
their opinion with me?” and the second 
thought is “Does this need to be said 
right now?” These questions help me, 
and I hope they help you discern what 
to say and when to say your thought or 
opinion. 

We need to start listening to each 
other, not only to better ourselves, but 
also to better our towns, cities, states, 
and our country as a whole. So I end 
with this question, “Do you truly lis-
ten?” 

Do we truly listen  
to each other? 

IAN 
BUSSIERE

your 
turn

GREG
VINE

…and 
onE morE 
thing…

In case you missed it

JEFF 
BURDICK

Financial 
Focus

DON’T MISS A BEAT
CHECK OUT THE 

SPORTS ACTION!
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• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Paul Giles
Home Remodelling 
& Kitchen Cabinets
 * Kitchen & Bathroom  
  Remodelling
 * New Additions
 * Window & Door   
  Replacement
 * Decks
 * Ceramic Tile
  Hardwood Flooring
 * Custom Made 
  Kitchen Cabinets
 * Cabinet Refacing 
 * Interior Painting
Lincensed & Insured 

508.949.2384
860.933.7676
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call Jean at 508-764-4325

 or email jean@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

BRIAN’S TRUCK

EQUIPMENT INC.

FISHER SNOW & ICE CONTROL
Authorized Distributor

508-867-6500
46 Quaboag St., Brookfield, MA

Snow & Ice Control

Property  
Management 

Plus
 • Tired of chasing rent?
 • Tired of dealing  
  w/eviction?
 • Tired of dealing  
  w/costly repairs  
  & maintenance?

– CALL –
John Maywalt

30+ years experience
References available

508.868.6865

Property ManagementPAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Power Washing 
Carpentry

• FREE ESTIMATES • 
• FULLY Insured • 

• Reasonable Rates •

Rich O’Brien 
Painting

28 Years Of Experience

(508)248-7314

Semi-Retired
All Kinds Of 
Repairs On:

Gutters Cleaned
Chimneys & 
Foundations

Repainted, Rebuilt, Or 
Stuccoed. Rain & Critter 

Caps installed,
 great prices!

Siding Trim Installed
Around Windows & Doors
And On Overhanging Jets
Security Bars Installed

On Windows &
Various Openings

Have Tools, 
Will Travel

Roland Dubrule
508-832-4446

Handyman

5¢ Off 
per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-245-1314
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need oil right away? Call American today!

Oil & Propane

With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 12/31/18. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 │ MAHic150118 │ CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1112

WASTE REMOVAL

TRUCKING.INC.
• Residential • Commercial  

• Hauling • Recycling  
• Demolition • Transfer Station

Northbridge, MA 
508-234-2920

tomberkowitztruckinginc.com

TOM BERKOWITZ~Est. 1980~

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 

Maintenance LLC

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

J.R. Lombardi 
Carpentry

Remodeling &  
Home Improvement

Kitchens, baths,  
finished basements, 

windows, doors, finish 
carpentry, drywall,  

painting, hardwood & 
laminate flooring  

installation, decks 
CSL#077018: 
HIC #178617

Free Estimates
 Fully Insured  

h: 508.476.7289
c: 508.335.6996

Carpentry

PEST CONTROL 
Accurate Pest 

Control
Full Pest Control 

Services

Over 27 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 

Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David Hight
Auburn MA

Pest Control

T R E E  S E R V I C E   •  SOUTHBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

(508) 641-5249
Keith Robinson

robinsontreeservice@yahoo.com

Tree  Removal
Bucket Service
Tree Climbing
Stump Grinding
Emergency Tree Service
Lawn Service

Free Estimates & Insured

Plowing & Sanding
Storm Damage Cleanup
Tree Inspections
Firewood
Spring Cleanups

Tree Service

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Custom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering
JOHN DALY 

Plumbing 
Water heaters, Faucets,

  Toilets, New pex water piping, 
Outside hose connections 

replaced or added,
 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman
CHIMNEYS & 

MASONRY
Chimney 
Cleanings

ONLY $99
-FREE Estimates-

$50 OFF 
Chimney Caps

or Masonry Work.
All kinds of masonry 

work, waterproofing & 
relining foundation and 

chimney repair, new 
roofs, and stonewalls!
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

147 Bay Road
Belchertown, MA 01007

413-323-4210
800-358-5100

High quality used parts
at affordable prices

6 month warranty  
on all  

our products

We salvage the 
best & recycle  

the rest

AUTO PARTS

Great with old, 
messy wiring

CERTIFIED  
MASTER  

ELECTRICIAN

Independently 
 owned & operated

413-544-8355
jamesbutlerelectric.com

Insured & Licensed 
#21881-A

Electrician
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Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 • 774-230-3967

© additions © garages
© remodeling expert
© roofing © siding © decks
© kitchen © baths 
© windows © doors
© finished basements

Proudly Serving the Tri-Community 
Area for 30 Years with Expert 

Collision Repair

Brenda Lacaire  (508) 347-9116

 • BASF Paint for the Perfect Match Every Time!
 • Highly Skilled & Experienced Technicians
 • Frame Machines to Re-Align Unibody Damage

Your Vehicle is a Major Investment... should you

 really trust repairs on it to just anyone?

We’ve worked hard to earn our reputation and your trust... 
You can COUNT ON US to get the job done right! Rs#628

Steve’s Collision Center, Inc

FREE Alignment with purchase of 4 New Tires

Competition No Problem. We Beat All Books!

FLOOD’S
 AUTOMOTIVE AND TIRE CENTER, INC.

508-764-7900 • 93 Hamilton St., 
Southbridge 508-764-7965

A Full Staff of Experienced Auto-Techs Who Care!

Auto Sales & Rentals
Hand Picked for quality, all clean & ready to go!

Family Owned & Operated since 1919

We Guarantee the Finest in 
Auto RepAiRs, Auto sAles & Auto RentAls

‘07 FORD FOCUS Sedan, 114K mi. ...................................$3899
‘11 CHEVY CRUISE White, Clean, 68K mi .........................$8200
‘07 NISSAN MURANO 97K mi ...........................................$8100

– SOLD –

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

SpecialS Good 12/10-12/16

8oz Whole 
White 

MUSHROOMS

2/3.00

5lb baG 
round White  
POTATOES  
  $1.99 ea.

boar’S head 
OVENGOLD 

TURKEY

  $7.99 lb.

3lb baG 
CLEMENTINES 

  $3.99 ea.

certiFied 
anGuS 

GROUND 
SIRLOIN
$4.99 lb.

WaShinGton 
Gala 

APPLES
.99¢ lb.

Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:00 • Sat. 9:00 - 6:00
 Sun. 9:00 - 5:00

We reserve the right to limit quantities

SEE YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FOR ALL  THE SERVICES

At your service in the 
Villager Community

Advertising Works!
Call Mikaela at (508) 909-4126
 if your business is in Sturbridge

or Call June (508)909-4062 
if your business is in Charlton

Recently, I shared an 
image on Facebook of 
a white man wearing a 
Black Lives Matter shirt 
and holding a hand-
made sign that read, 
“Privilege is when you 
think something is not a 
problem because it’s not 
a problem to you person-
ally.” 

Instantly, I started receiving messages 
and comments telling me about how 
wrong I am, something I naively wasn’t 
expecting because my intention was just 
to share a positive message that would 
make people think a little harder about 
human rights. Yet in the blink of an 
eye, they found the need to make it 
negative and instantly convinced me to 
talk more about why I persist in saying 
Black Lives Matter rather than All Lives 
Matter even though I am white. 

It is because I recognize that I am a 
privileged young woman who has to 
actively remind myself that I am a priv-
ileged young woman in order to see 
problems that exist for other humans 
even though those problems may not 
directly apply to me. In all truthfulness, 
I don’t always think about the people 
who are starving because I never need 
to worry about where my next meal will 
come from, but that does not change the 
fact that others are hungry. I often don’t 
recognize the pain people suffer from 
sickness because I am healthy and have 

access to doctors and 
medicine, but that does 
not change the fact that 
people all over the world 
are suffering from fatal 
illnesses or a lack of med-
ical assistance. I don’t 
have the need to worry 
about how I will be treat-
ed because of the color of 
my skin, but that does not 

change the fact that minorities across 
the country are still being discriminated 
against, criminalized, and even killed 
just because they were not born white. 

Black Lives Matter is a movement that 
exists because too many people are not 
able to recognize very real and import-
ant problems that do not personally 
affect them. White people are not omit-
ted from the campaign because their 
lives don’t matter, which is a shallow 
and unresearched claim, but because 
white people have always been so 
included throughout history that we are 
known for excluding others. Black Lives 
Matter is a response to the corruption, 
inequality, and legal racism that has 
been going on in this country for cen-
turies, a problem that is, in fact, every 
citizen’s problem whether you are the 
one fearing for your life or not because 
the United States is advertised as a free 
and equal nation. Years of injustice isn’t 
something that disappears within a few 
decades, and the least we can do is take 
responsibility for the past and recognize 

that human beings have been hurt and 
are still hurting. 

No one is arguing against the idea 
that all human lives matter because that 
goes without saying, and being insulted 
by a movement that is fighting to make 
sure that all people are treated equally 
by focusing on including a historically 
excluded group of people is unjustifiable. 
The movement is a powerful, nationwide 
response to a form of oppression that has 
not yet gone away, and the proof lives on 
with memories of the nearly 800 black 
individuals who were killed by law 
enforcement officers between 2015 and 
2017. Although black people only make 
up 13 percent of the total population 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
they accounted for 23% of all those killed 
by police in 2017. Out of that percentage, 
19 were unarmed compared to the 25 
white people that were unarmed, a num-
ber that is way too close considering that 
white people make up 61 percent of the 
total population.  

The United States of America has 
never been a colorblind nation, and 
white people do not get to decide that we 
suddenly no longer see race by asserting 
that All Lives Matter because we were 
the ones who made the decision to see it 
in the first place. This phrase eradicates 
a lengthy and intense history of system-
ic inequality and racism that included 
years of slavery, lynching, and abuse fol-
lowed by decades of marching, rioting, 
and sit-ins. 

I just hope that a continuation of this 
conversation will help more people see 
Black Lives Matter as the form of inclu-
sion that it was intended to be rather 
than the exclusion it as judged as next 
time they see it written on a shirt or 
mentioned on the news, because one 
person’s inclusion does not automati-
cally have to mean another’s exclusion 
and past actions based on the belief that 
it does are exactly the reason why this 
issue was created in the first place.

Courtesy photo

The shared photo

Why are we still asking  if Black Lives Matter or All Lives Matter? 

ANNIE 
SANDOLI

Mind of a 
Curious 

Girl

Patriotism has been on a lot 
of people’s minds lately. French 
President Emanuel Macron 
recently criticized President 
Trump and other world leaders 
for their “us versus them” view 
of patriotism. 

“By putting our own interests 
first,” he said, “with no regard 
for others, we erase the very 
thing that a nation holds dear-
est, and the thing that keeps it 
alive: its moral values.”

Meanwhile, just ahead of 
the midterm elections, The 
New York Times noted that 
two clashing visions of patri-
otism were heading to the 
polls. President Trump and 
Republicans saw patriotism 
as “conspicuous displays of 

respect for the traditional 
expressions of America — the 
flag, the military, the Pledge 
of Allegiance.” Democrats, by 
contrast, saw it as protecting 
the norms and institutions of 
our democracy.

I don’t entirely buy this 
distinction, at least when it 
comes to partisan labels. I’ve 
known plenty of Democrats 
who consider it patriotic to 

honor the flag, the military, and 
the Pledge. And I’ve known a lot 
of Republicans who value our 
democratic traditions.

The vast majority of 
Americans consider themselves 
patriots — even if, as Gallup 
found in June, less than half 
of poll respondents considered 
themselves “extremely proud” 
to be American. This was the 
first time this has happened in 
almost two decades of polling 
on the question.

The two broad strands out-
lined by The Times inarguably 
exist. We all remember the 
naval hero Stephen Decatur’s 
famous toast in 1816, “Our 
country, right or wrong.” And 

Senator Carl Schurz’s amend-
ment a half-century later: “My 
country, right or wrong — if 
right, to be kept right, if wrong, 
to be set right.” We may criticize 
our country, in other words, but 
this is not motivated by malice. 
It’s motivated by special affec-
tion and a belief that a great 
country can be made greater.

“There is nothing wrong with 
America that cannot be cured 
by what is right with America,” 
President Clinton argued, lay-
ing out a vision of patriotism 
that is not about symbols, but 
about building on a nation’s 
intangible strengths.

I buy that. I believe that patri-
otism means getting on with the 
serious business of improving 
our country. It means that we 
strive to ensure that we live up 
to our pledge of liberty and jus-
tice for all. In this formulation, 
patriotism is best expressed not 
in parades or speeches or exhor-
tations or conspicuous displays, 
but in what we do.

Perhaps the most persuasive 
description I’ve heard on this 
score was Adlai Stevenson’s. 

“True patriotism is not man-
ifested in short, frenzied bursts 
of emotion,” he said. “It is the 
tranquil, steady dedication of a 
lifetime.”

Stevenson hit the nail square 
on the head. So much of our 
national discussion of patrio-
tism is about military heroes. 
This is important, but it’s an 
incomplete view of love of coun-
try. I’d argue that we encoun-
ter patriotism at all levels of 
American life. The teacher in 
the classroom, the parents who 
raise their children to be good 
citizens, the clerk who keeps 
town records and helps people 
vote, the ordinary working per-
son who goes about her tasks 
with dedication and proficien-
cy — patriotism can be found 
everywhere in our communi-
ties, among all kinds of people 
who pursue their lives with the 
good of the country at heart.

We have inherited a magnif-
icent political legacy, a set of 
customs and traditions and, 
yes, moral values that give ordi-
nary people the tools and power 
to improve life for themselves 

and succeeding generations.
Patriotism lies in our efforts 

to enlarge that legacy so that it 
applies to all citizens. It means 
we defend civil liberties, the 
right to dissent, and the equality 
before the law of all Americans. 
And it means that upholding 
our core values — tolerance, 
mutual respect, the right of 
everyone to be heard, the belief 
that in pursuing our own lives 
and interests we all are capable 
of contributing to the vibrancy 
of our democracy — is every bit 
as patriotic as placing our hand 
over our heart while reciting 
the Pledge.

 
Lee Hamilton is a senior advi-

sor for the Indiana University 
Center on Representative 
Government; a distinguished 
scholar of the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and 
International Studies; and a 
professor of practice, IU School 
of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives for 
34 years.

What does it really mean to be patriotic?

lee h.
hamilton

beyond

CiviC

enGaGeMent
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Cormier 
Jewelers

Central St. Southbridge 
(508) 764-7415
cormiers.com

Thomas Cormier is the 
fourth generation  

to join  
Cormier Jewelers!

We are proud to announce that Thomas, 
great-grandson of founder Louis Cormier, has 
joined our staff! Thomas is studying to be a 
Gemologist with the Gemologist Institute of 
America, and is our head Jewelry Designer 

specializing in computer aided design.

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat. 9-4, Thurs. 8-6.

45 COLORS • $45 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq.ft. or more) includes: rounded, beveled, or polished edges,  

4 in back splash. Cutout for sink.

Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble and Granite  

of ANY Fabrication Shop

280 Colors to choose from
Granite Counter top, Quartz Surface, Soapstone

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

FALL
SALE

58 A.F. Putnam Road 
Charlton, MA 01507

p: 508-248-4204  f: 505-248-1199
Conveniently located near scenic Buffumville Lake

~ Online Quotes ~ 

bairinsurance.com

Did your TV auto quote change  
after you switched?

CALL TODAY!

Serving area towns since 1980

       BAIR  
Insurance agency

Locally Owned• Rte. 20 • Brimfield, MA  
At the Sturbridge/Brimfield Line  

413-245-7900 • www.velvetgreene.com
Tues-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5, Sun 10-5

CEMETERY 
BOXES

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays

Christmas Trees
And other holiday Items

WREATHS  KISSING BALLS

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r I l l I a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

 • 24 HOUR SERVICE AVAILABLE •
• Service Contracts • 
• Fuel Assistance •

Your Hometown Heating Specialist
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 to 5:00

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 12/3/18 was $2.69 per gallon*
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

The Quality Goes in Before Your Car Comes Out

Southbridge’s only Down Draft Spray
Booth For That Factory Finish

10% off for Armed Forces, Police,  
Fire Fighters, EMT/Paramedics  

(discount does not apply to insurance claims)
All work guaranteed • Licensed Appraiser

Bonded & Insured
(508)765-5773 • 46 1/2 Old Sturbridge Rd., Southbridge, MA

Donald Joyce

Specializing
in Late 
Model

Collision 
Work

COLLISION CORP.

Brousseau’sFLOORING

519 Main Street, Sturbridge MA
508.347.7377
brousseausflooring.com

Hours: T-Th 10-5 • F 10-6 • Sat 10-3

Hardwood  
& Laminate
Ceramic Tile

Carpet &  
Vinyl 

Flooring

Mon. - Fri. 6AM - 2PM • Sat. - Sun. 6AM-Noon (Breakfast Only)

Rt. 131, 140 Main St., Sturbridge 01566 
Take-out: 508-347-2320   Fax: 508-347-3767 

Annie’s

Food-To-Go  
Catering

508.347.7077
Open 11am-7pm • 7 days a week 

630 Main St. • Sturbridge, MA 01566 • (Entrance in back)

Country 
   Kitchen

SEE YOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL FOR ALL  THE SERVICES

At your service in the 
Villager Community

Community 
Page SPeCial
This size ad  for only
$35/wk for 14 weeks

Receive A Free 
1/2 Page Ad

Call June at

508-909-4062
for more information

Community 
Page SPeCial
This size ad  for only
$35/wk for 14 weeks

Receive A Free 
1/2 Page Ad

Call mikaela at

508-909-4126
for more information



BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Editor’s Note: Blackstone 
Valley Tech defeated the local 
team from Bay Path Regional, 
42-0, back on Oct. 12.

FOXBOROUGH — The old 
adage “defense wins champion-
ships” proved to be true for the 
Blackstone Valley Tech varsity 
football team, as the Beavers 
won regular season, section-
al and state games by way of 

the ‘D’ en route to a second 
straight appearance at Gillette 
Stadium for the Division 7 State 
Championship Super Bowl.

The Beavers lost to Mashpee 
High last season, 22-16, but 
avenged that setback by pitch-
ing a shutout this time versus 
St. Mary’s High of Lynn, 18-0, 
on Saturday, Dec. 1.

Valley Tech finished its sea-
son 11-1 while the Beavers’ 
defense allowed an average 
of just 6.25 points against per 

game.
“Anthony Landini, our 

defensive coordinator, pre-
pares these kids better than 
anybody,” said Valley Tech 
head coach Jim Archibald. “He 
knows what the other team’s 
doing before they do it.”

That appeared to be the 
case versus the Spartans, as 
St. Mary’s could only mus-
ter a single first down and 27 
yards of offense in the first half 
while the Beavers took a 12-0 
lead. The Spartans finished 
with only 75 yards and six first 
downs. In comparison, BVT 
accumulated 285 yards and 15 
first downs.

“Our defense, we came to 
play today,” said cornerback 
JD Antaya. “We knew that St. 
Mary’s was a smash-mouth 
football team and that’s what 
we wanted. We wanted to be 
a smash-mouth football team 
playing another smash-mouth 
football team.”

Antaya came away with a 
second quarter interception of 
quarterback Derek O’Leary.

“They ran the same play one 
time in the first quarter, so 
they lined up in the same for-
mation. I decided I was going to 
stay there because they threw 
it to the same person,” Antaya 
said of his pick.

Antaya — who doubles as 
a tailback — also scored the 
Beavers’ first touchdown when 
he scampered into the end zone 
from two yards out with 4:04 
remaining in the first quar-
ter. That gave BVT a 6-0 lead 
when the point after kick was 
blocked.

“It’s another field, but now 
I can say I have a touchdown 
at Gillette,” said Antaya, who 
finished with 69 yards rushing 
on seven carries.

Quarterback Scott Mackay 
got into the scoring action in 
the second quarter — follow-
ing a 47-yard run by Antaya — 
when he bootlegged out to his 
left and raced into the end zone 
untouched with 59 seconds to 
play before the half. The snap 
came on a fourth-and-goal from 
the 1 and Mackay made a nice 
fake to Aidan Fitzgerald, who 
was lined up behind decoy full-
back Ethan Blake, a 270-pound-
er.

Mackay said that Archibald 
called the play at the perfect 
time.

“He saw that the defense kept 
collapsing in and just trusted 
me to boot out with it and it’d 
be open,” said Mackay.

Blackstone Valley Tech 
took a 12-0 lead into the lock-
er rooms and added to it with 
4:07 to go in the third quarter. 
There, Mackay called his own 
number — again from a yard 
out — and ran up the gut for 
the touchdown.

“He makes good decisions 
with the football,” Archibald 
said of Mackay, who rushed 16 
times for 96 yards and the two 
scores. “He was a little disap-
pointed last year when [senior 
quarterback] Reece [Hendriks] 
came back from injury and 
he got benched. I told him to 
stay the course and he’ll get his 
chance. I’m so proud 
of him and everything 
he stands for. He made 
huge play after huge 
play today.”

“It was definitely 
motivating,” added 
Mackay of not being 
able to take the field 
at Gillette as a starter 
last year. “I just took 
it one step at a time. 
[Archibald] knew I 
wasn’t exactly ready 
and Reece was more 
ready, but this year I 
was ready for the chal-
lenge and we came 
through.”

Mackay’s second 
touchdown made it 
18-0 and the Beavers’ 
defense held serve from 
there. They preserved 
the shutout with a 
fourth down stop near 
their own goal line as 
time was winding down 
on the fourth quarter 
clock.

Once the final whis-
tle sounded a Super 
Bowl worthy celebra-
tion ensued, which was 
followed by Blackstone 
Valley Tech receiving 
its State Championship 
trophy.

“We knew we had a 
team that could win a 
State Championship 
and just credit to these 
kids,” said Archibald.

“I can’t even put that 
into words,” added 
Antaya. “Winning a 
Super Bowl, I think it 

meant a lot to everyone on this 
team.”

The Beavers were celebrat-
ing the win not only for them-
selves, but also for former 
assistant coach Derek Yancik, 
who passed away in May from 
cancer.

“I wish we could have a beer 
with him and celebrate, but 
we keep him in our memory,” 
said Archibald. “I know he’s 
not here, but he’s with us. He 
meant so much to our program 
and he meant so much to our 
kids. We miss him every day 
and we dedicated this season to 
him so it couldn’t have ended 
on a better note.”

“All for Yancik,” Antaya con-
cluded.
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SPORTS

Many Shepherd Hill  
athletes named Mid-Wach 

League All-Stars
The following are the Shepherd 

Hill Regional student-athletes to be 
named Widland Wachusett League 
All-Stars from their respective fall 
season sports:

Football
Alec Ambrosia (Offensive)
Ben Carpenter (Offensive)
Drew Montigny (Defensive)

Girls’ Soccer
Allie Marrier
Madi Marsh
Alyssa Trueman

Field Hockey
Katie Lavoie

Volleyball
Ingrid Lindstrom
Kiley Wong-Li

Golf
Dan Brooks (B Division MVP)

Boys’ Cross-Country
Brian Belmonte
Henry Weiland

Girls’ Cross-Country
Christina Gunsalus
Rebekah James
Emma Sullivan
Emma Whitehead
Sam Zannotti

Ski or snowboard at 
Wachusett Mountain

Are you interested in having a lot 
of fun while also helping to make 
the winter fly by? Any student (8 
years and older), parent or teach-
er from any of the surrounding 
towns and states can ski or snow-
board eight consecutive Saturday 
nights at Wachusett Mountain for 
just $150 through the Southbridge 
Ski Club. You drive to Wachusett 
Mountain on your own. The eight-
week program begins on Saturday, 
Jan. 5 and ends Saturday, March 2. 
Ski or snowboard rentals as well 
as lessons are also available at a 
very reasonable cost. You may also 
be able to ski or snowboard for 
free through you health insurance 
coverage. For more information on 
how to order, please contact Dick 
Lisi at (508) 410-1332 or at lisirich-
ard15@yahoo.com.

Worcester State University 
to hold baseball clinics

Worcester State Baseball Indoor 
Clinics are now held in the $52 mil-
lion gymnasium and wellness cen-
ter. The second floor multipurpose 
gym allows for live practices with 
plenty of storage for the six indoor 
mounds, bats and balls, etc. Hitters 
will use the double-barrel cages on 
the first floor. Here kids will bunt/
bat off the Hack Attack pitching 
machines (uses real balls; speed 
adjusted for ages), hit close-range 
BP, use soft toss nets, tees, and uti-
lize slow-motion video analysis.

There are multiple upcoming 
clinics to choose from. For ques-
tions, please call (508) 929-8852 or 
(774) 230-3872, or email dbaker1@
worcester.edu. Also, please visit 
wsulancers.com/camps-clinics for 
more information.

SportS 
BriefS

Punishing defense fuels Blackstone 
Valley Tech to State Championship

Mathew S. Plamondon photos

Blackstone Valley Tech head coach Jim Archibald and the team captains 
celebrate with the State Championship trophy after defeating St. Mary’s 
of Lynn, 18-0, for the Division 7 crown.

JD Antaya of Blackstone Valley Tech rushes the ball past St. Mary’s 
defender Eni Falayi and down the field for a big gain.

Blackstone Valley Tech quarterback Scott Mackay tosses a pass over the 
linemen and down the field.

Led by Chandler Robertson of Blackstone Valley Tech (3), he and his 
teammates celebrate a State Championship on the Gillette Stadium field.

JD Antaya of Blackstone Valley Tech comes away with an inter-
ception on a ball intended for St. Mary’s Eni Falayi.

Blackstone Valley Tech’s Scott Mackay extends the ball into the 
end zone for a touchdown versus St. Mary’s.
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we’ve done what we think is our best 
efforts to position this project for suc-
cess. We’ve brought together a fantastic 
team. We’ve attended numerous town 
meetings. We held a community out-
reach meeting where we’ve garnered 
support from a number of community 
members. We’ve also filed an appli-
cation with the planning board that 
was subsequently reviewed by the town 
engineer and we’ve prepared responses 
to the comments made by the town engi-
neer. We’ve negotiated in good faith a 
host community agreement with the 
town administrator and town coun-
cil. We’ve put money into escrow for 
both the peer review of the planning 
board application as well as the nego-
tiation and review of the host commu-
nity agreement and we’ve also began 
to the best of our ability the state appli-
cation process, so we are very much 
ready and able to move forward on 
this process,” Glissman said. “We cer-
tainly fully respect and understand the 

board’s position given the outcome of 
the most recent town meeting, however 
we believe it’s important to note that 
the Massachusetts law is very clear that 
general bylaws, unlike zoning bylaws, 
are not effective until deemed approved 
by the attorney general’s office. We cer-
tainly believe it’s within the authority 
of this board to act on the host com-
munity agreement should they deem it 
appropriate.”

Unfortunately, selectmen did not 
deem it appropriate, however that 
doesn’t mean that selectmen are against 
the Four Score project. In fact, several 
selectmen thanked Four Score for their 
continued patience and simply felt it 
would be appropriate for the town to 
await the attorney general’s take on the 
bylaw before taking any further action.

“For me personally before I take any 
action, I need to see the results from 
the attorney general’s office regard-
ing our last town meeting. There was 
significant legislation passed and we 
need to make sure we understand fully 
the outcome of that,” Selectman Joe 
Szafarowicz said. 

Selectman Debrorah Noble echoed 
those sentiments. “In good faith, I would 
not feel comfortable entering into a host 
community agreement until I get a deci-
sion rendered on that particular bylaw 
that was passed,” Noble said. “I hate to 
put (Four Score) off like this. I under-
stand they have a business to run and 
they’ve done everything according to 
the letter of the law. That’s all we want 
to do as well.”

The rest of the board also agreed 
presenting their own takes on the mat-
ter. Selectman David Singer said he 
commends Four Score for their pro-
fessionalism during the process even 
calling them the “poster child” for the 
kind of business Charlton would want 
to partner up with but also felt that they 
needed to wait and see the fate of the 
new bylaw before taking further action.

“I do agree with my fellow selectmen. 
Certainly, there may be varying opin-
ions of what we can or can’t do, but 
I also live by a rule that just because 
you can doesn’t mean you should. I do 
believe the town meeting took an action 
and we’re bound by that until we hear 

differently from the attorney general,” 
Singer said.

Selectman Karen Spiewak had a 
much bigger concern than simply the 
new bylaw on her mind. She took things 
a step further and questioned how the 
impending ballot vote in May concern-
ing marijuana cultivation and ales in 
Charlton could impact any further deci-
sion in the case of Four Score and other 
businesses.

“Being in the situation that we’re in 
it wouldn’t be wise to move forward,” 
Spiewak said. “The other thing unfor-
tunately because the majority of the 
board voted to postpone putting a ballot 
question on about marijuana until May 
I don’t think we can do anything until 
we know what happens then.”

The Four Score project is said to be 
a near $6 million investment on the 
part of the company that could employ 
as many as 20 to 25 people if approved. 
The company continues to proceed with 
state-required application processes in 
the meantime and has shown no sign of 
abandoning its plans to set up shop in 
Charlton.

FOUR SCORE
continued from page 1

CALENDAR
Friday December 7 & 
Saturday December 8
HOLIDAY CONCERTS: The Shepherd 

Hill Music Department presents the 
9th annual Holiday Spectacular Dec. 
7th and 8th at Shepherd Hill Regional 
High School. Join Rudolph, Frosty 
and all their friends in this Broadway 
type event highlights the talents of the 
Shepherd Hill Show Choirs, Concert 
Choir, Woman’s Choir and amazing 
soloists. An event for the entire family 
and there maybe even a surprise visit 
from Santa! Friday Evening December 
7 the show begins at 7pm, Saturday 
December 8th there is a matinee at 2 pm 
and an evening show at 7pm. To reserve 
tickets go to https://shepherdhillcho-
irs.ticketleap.com/holidayspectacular.

Saturday  
December 8

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: Bay 
Path Education Foundation Santa 
Claus Pancake Breakfast at Bay Path 
High School, 57 Old Muggett Hill Road, 
Charlton on Saturday, Dec. 8 7:30-10:30 
am. Free 5” x 7” photograph with 
Santa by Casson-Foster Photographers. 
Tickets are $5, children under 5 are free.

CRAFT FAIR: Holland Community 
Center is having their first annual 
Vendor and Craft Fair on Saturday, Dec. 
8 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. They are located at 
40 Brimfield Road, Holland. In addition 
to homemade items and crafts, we will 
have vendors representing Thirty One 
bags, LuLaRoe clothing, and Paparazzi 
Jewelry. There will also be a ticket 
raffle. If you are interested in having a 
booth ($25), please call Deb at the Center 
at 413-245-3163 or email hccevenings@
gmail.com.

Monday  
December 24

PLANNING FOR CHRISTMAS: First 
Congregational Church of Brimfield has 
announced its Christmas Eve schedule. 
Monday, December 24th - Christmas 
Eve Services: 7:00PM - Family Worship. 
All are invited to join us in this joyous 
service as we sing and pray to honor the 
birth of our Lord and Savior.

11:00PM - Candlelight Service: A 
more ‘traditional’ Christmas Eve 
Service. Please join us in this quiet and 
reflective service which leads us into 
Christmas Day.

ONGOING
BUSINESS NETWORKING: Join 

us for a FREE Business Networking 
Meeting! Thursdays - 7am at Old 
Sturbridge Village Oliver Wight Tavern 
- Grecian Room, 1 Old Sturbridge 
Village Rd, Sturbridge, For more info 
call Tia @ 774-200-6740

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: Please 
come join us for a fun evening of exer-
cise and basketball at the Heritage 
School gym in Charlton. We play pickup 
basketball from 7-9 PM every Monday 
evening from September to June based 
on the school schedule. There are no 
set teams and participation is free for 
women 18 years and older. Please con-
tact Deb at 508-248-3600 for more infor-
mation.

Pilgrimage to Italy, Holy Land, and 
Medjugorje 

St. Joseph’s Church in Charlton is 
sponsoring a Pilgrimage Sept. 29- Oct. 9, 
2019 to Italy, Holy Land, and Medjugorje 

with Fr. Robert Grattatori. The cost is 
$4,599; 11 days includes 4-5 star hotels, 
airfare, luxury transportation, and 
breakfast/dinner daily. A $500 deposit 
is due at the time of registration. Please 
contact parishioner Dr. Karen Zaleski 
for trip details at karenzaleski42@
gmail.com or you may call Proximo 
Travel directly for information and to 
register at 1-855-842-8001, or 508-340-9370.

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP: 
third Wednesday each month, 6-7 p.m. 
at the Overlook Independent Living 
Building, fourth floor Solarium, 88 
Masonic Home Road, Charlton. The 
intent is to build a support system, 
exchange practical information, talk 
through issues and ways of coping, 
share feelings, needs and concerns and 
to learn about community resources. 
Contact Kathy Walker at (508) 434-2551 or 
kawalker@overlook-mass.org for more 
information. Presented by Alzheimer’s 
Association MA/NH Chapter, visit (800) 
272-3900 or alz.org.

NUMISMATICS: Looking for a new 
hobby? Come learn about the hobby 
of coin collecting. Or maybe you are 
an old time collector. Our club, the 
Nipmuc Coin Club, has both. We learn 
from each other through our monthly 
guest speakers, show and tell presenta-
tions, monthly coin auctions and free 
attendance prizes. Our group loves to 
share their knowledge with each other. 
About half of our members also like to 
eat. Each month we have a simple din-
ner with dessert and refreshments just 
prior to our meeting, which allows us 
time to socialize too. We meet the fourth 
Wednesday of each month starting at 
6:30 p.m. in the Oxford Senior Center 
located at 323 Main St. in Oxford. It is 
the building directly behind the Oxford 
Town Hall building. For more informa-

tion, please contact Dick Lisi at (508) 
410-1332 or lisirichard15@yahoo.com.

Free Playgroup at the Hitchcock 
Academy; sponsored by Union 61 Family 
Foundation Five Grant. It includes: 
Music & Movement on Wednesday 
9-9:45 a.m. and Playgroup on Monday & 
Thursday 9-11 a.m. For more informa-
tion about these and a variety of other 
classes visit us at www.hitchcockacad-
emy.org or call 413-245-9977

Grief Support Group: at Overlook 
Hospice, Charlton: Have you recently 
experienced the loss of a parent, child, 
sibling, friend or spouse? We are here to 
help. Join a safe, supportive and caring 
group to share your stories and support 
others who are learning to live again 
after the death of a loved one. Drop-in 
group for adults meets on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of every month, 
1-2:30 p.m. Contact Susan Fuller at (508) 
434-2200.

THRIFTY: Saint Paul II Parish’s Flea 
Market, at 40 Charlton St., Southbridge, 
is open each Monday from 9:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and each Saturday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Items for sale include house-
hold, linens and furniture. We also have 
a holiday room. Donations are appreci-
ated. All proceeds go to the support of 
the church.

NUMISMATICS: Southbridge Coin 
Club meets on the third Friday of the 
month (except July and August). The 
doors open by 7 p.m. and the meeting 
begins at 7:30 p.m. Collectors of all ages 
are welcome. The meetings include raf-
fle, auction, and show and tell. Light 
refreshments are served. The meetings 
are held in the community room at 
the Southbridge Savings Bank at 200 
Charlton Rd. (Route 20), Sturbridge.

Gardeners know the 
benefits of digging in the 
soil. It elevates a person’s 
mood, improves mental 
and physical well-be-
ing and the outcome 
is always good – added 
beauty or tasty nutrition-
al food.  But many of us 
are stuck indoors for the 
winter, have a lack of 
space to garden outdoors 
or just can’t get enough 
of this healthful activity. 
Adding greenery indoors 
expands our gardening 
opportunities and pro-
vides the many benefits 
of living with and tend-
ing plants.

Let’s start with the 
kitchen. Boost the flavor 
and nutrition of winter 
meals by growing leafy 
greens and herbs in a 
sunny window or under 
a cabinet with the help 
of a Growbar LED light 
fixture. Start plants from 
seeds or purchase trans-
plants to grow indoors. 
Place your indoor kitch-
en garden in a brightly 
lit location, free of cold 
drafts and with easy 
access to harvest and 
use. Then enlist the 
whole family and even 
your guests into harvest-
ing greens for their salad 
and herbs to season their 

meals. This is sure 
to turn family and 
friend gatherings 
into unique and 
memorable experi-
ences.

Include plants in 
your home or work 
office. Greenery 
helps reduce stress 
even when working 

at your desk or tackling 
homework at the end 
of a long day. Set a few 
plants on or near your 
desk or other workspace. 
And don’t let a lack of 
light stop you from grow-
ing a bit of green stress 
relief. Stylish energy 
efficient full spectrum 
plant lights, like the Felt 
Pendant Grow Light 
(modsprout.com), fit any 
décor, direct light where 
it is needed and promote 
healthy plant growth.

Take advantage of your 
bathroom’s high humid-
ity. Grow ferns, orchids, 
bromeliads and other 
humidity-loving plants in 
this space. Consider these 
and other low light plants 
like cast iron, pothos and 
philodendron if natural 
light is limited. Imagine 
stepping out of the show-
er into a mini tropical 
zone. What a nice way to 
ease into your day.

Get a good night’s sleep 
with a bit of homegrown 
aromatherapy in the bed-
room. Grow lavender, 
rosemary, chamomile 
and other soothing herbs 
in your bedroom in front 
of a sunny window, on a 
shelf or other naturally 
or artificially lit, bright 

location. Just be sure to 
give the plants a pet to 
release their fragrance 
into the air before crawl-
ing into bed for a long 
restful sleep.

Bring the garden to 
your living room. Create 
your own miniature trop-
ical, moss or desert gar-
den in a terrarium that 
serves as a focal point in 
any living space or cen-
terpiece on the dining 
room table. Use an open 
terrarium for succulents 
and other plants that need 
airflow, lower humidity 
and space to grow. Enlist 
closed systems for moss 
and tropical plants that 
benefit from the high 
humidity and condensa-
tion that provides con-
tinual watering. Select 
systems like the Botanica 
Biodome that minimize 
maintenance and provide 
easy access for tending 
mini eco-systems.

Now’s a great time to 
consider rethinking your 
home décor to include 
greenery in every space. 
You and your family will 
enjoy improved air qual-
ity, elevated moods, a 
reduction in stress and 
the many other benefits 
plants provide.

Melinda Myers is the 
author of more than 20 
gardening books and host 
of The Great Courses’ 
How to Grow Anything 
DVD series. Her website, 
www.MelindaMyers.
com, offers gardening 
tips and videos.

Photo courtesy of Modern Sprout

Grow herbs or other leafy greens indoors under a Growbar LED light fixture or near a sunny 
window.

Plants for every room of your home

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents
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OBITUARIES
Michael “Mickey” Sullivan, 77

DUDLEY- Michael 
“Mickey” Sullivan, 77, 
of Joshua Place for-
merly of Southbridge, 
died Sunday, 
November 25, at his 
daughter’s home after 
an illness.

He leaves his wife 
Carol (Trahan) 

Sullivan  of 46 years, 3 daughters 
Jennifer Grant and her husband Jake 
of Dudley, Karen Nolin and her hus-
band David of Charlton, Kelly Sullivan 
of Charlton, 2 sons Rodney Ward and 
wife Sue of Sturbridge, Keith Ward of 
Worcester, 10 grandchildren, Katie, 
Alison, Travis, Michael, Lucas, Molly, 
Cindy, Joey, Jessica, Jason and sev-

eral great grandchildren.  He is pre-
deceased by his daughter Debbie and 
granddaughter Tiffany, as well as many 
brothers and sisters.

Mickey was born in Greenville, NH., 
the son of the late John and Maude 
(Howe) Sullivan and lived in the area 
many years.

He enjoyed his family very much, 
especially his grandchildren. He also 
liked to look for a deal at local flea mar-
kets and enjoyed country music.

 Calling hours  were  2 to 4 on 
Sunday, December 2, in the Belanger-
Bullard Funeral Home, 51 Marcy St. 
Southbridge.

A graveside service will be private.
An online guestbook is available at 

www.BelangerFuneralHome.com 

Viola M. (Barnes) Cicetti, 99
CHARLTON-Viola 

M. (Barnes) Cicetti, 99 
years and 8 months, 
passed away peace-
fully in her home 
at Overlook Health 
Center in Charlton, 
with the support of her 
family, on November 
27, 2018. Her husband, 

Armand J. Cicetti predeceased her 
on January 2, 1985. Viola leaves her 
4 loving children, Armand L. Cicetti 
and his wife, Camille, of Crossville, 
Tennessee, Viola B. Whiteman of 
Warrington, Pennsylvania, Richard 
A. Cicetti of Santa Monica, CA, and 
Deborah C. Campbell of Sturbridge, 
MA. She also leaves her 4 loving grand-
children, Susan W. Nordlof and her 
husband, John Nordlof of Phila., PA, 
John E. A. Whiteman of Hellertown, 
PA, Christy C. Simpson and her hus-
band, Andrew Simpson of Ware, MA, 
and Scott E. Campbell and his wife, Jill 
C. Campbell of Grafton, MA. She also 
leaves 4 great-grandchildren. Viola was 
predeceased by her son-in-law, Hugh M. 
Whiteman and several beloved pets.

Viola was born in Vailsburg section 
of Newark, NJ on St. Patrick’s Day, 1919 
the daughter of Amelia L. (Hollister) 
Barnes and LeRoy A. Barnes. She stud-
ied music and was coached in opera at 
Arts High School until 1937. Soon after 
she married the love of her life and 
then devoted her life to supporting her 

husband’s dream of owning his own 
floral shop and caring for her family in 
Livingston, NJ. In retirement, she and 
Armand resided in West Palm Beach, 
FL and Yarmouthport, MA. Viola 
volunteered her time as a Cub Scout 
Den mother, Girl Scout leader, was a 
deacon at Trinity Covenant Church, 
Livingston, NJ and Federated Church 
of Hyannis, MA. She was also a mem-
ber of the Livingston Women’s Club, 
their choral group and the NJ chap-
ter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. In later years Viola worked 
at the Turtle Back Zoo, South Orange, 
NJ, Buttner’s in Hyannis, MA and Cape 
Cod Hospital Thrift Shop. Viola’s favor-
ite pastimes included researching her 
extensive genealogy, reading historic 
biographies, traveling, most fondly to 
Hawaii, and basking in the sun. Her 
family will most miss her charm, sense 
of humor and the twinkle in her eye.

The family asks that donations be 
made to the Overlook Communities 
and Overlook Hospice of Charlton, 
MA.There will be no calling hours. 
A memorial service will be held on 
Monday, January 14, 2019 at 1:00pm in 
the Overlook Chapel, Charlton, MA. A 
private burial will take place at Ancient 
Cemetery in Yarmouthport, MA at a 
later date. Pillsbury Funeral Home 3 
West Brookfield Rd. Brookfield.For an 
online tribute and guestbook please 
visit: Pillsburyfuneralhome.com

Pauline R. Ludwig
CHARLTON- 

 Pauline R. (Payant) 
Ludwig, passed 
peacefully at 
home in Charlton 
on Wednesday, 
November 14. Her 
husband of 41 years, 
Doctor James L. 
Ludwig, died in 2010. 

She leaves a son Christopher of San 
Francisco, CA, his daughters, Vivian 
Y. and Eleanor H. and their mother 
Liesl; and a daughter, Miriam and her 
husband Charles Ormsby of Oviedo, FL 
and their daughters, Josette L. and Lila 
E. 

Pauline also leaves a brother, Walter 
R. Payant, Jr. and his wife Lena L. 
Payant of Charlton, MA and several 
beloved nieces and nephews.  She is pre-
deceased by her sister Cecile (Payant) 
Riel and her husband Arthur Riel.

Pauline was born in Worcester on 
January 30, 1940, daughter of Walter 
Sr., and Irene (Mandeville) Payant.  She 
graduated from Notre Dame High 
School in Southbridge and joined 
the Order of Medical Missionaries of 
Mary in Boston. She later studied at 
Quinsigamond College and graduated 
as a Registered Nurse, and earned her 

Master’s Degree in Social Work from 
Boston College.  

She worked for several years at 
Hubbard Hospital in Webster, and later 
worked as a social worker at Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Worcester.

Pauline was a devoted member of the 
Sacred Heart Church in Webster and 
served as a Pastoral Associate, attend-
ing to the homebound and elderly.  She 
was a leader in the local chapter of 
Tau Maria, a lay Franciscan group, 
and accompanied members on trips 
to San Marco, Nicaragua to assist the 
poor.  She was a committed adorer in 
the Chapel of Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration in the Emmaus Center in 
Webster.  Pauline was also a member 
of St. Rita Society, a charitable orga-
nization at St. John Paul II Parish in 
Southbridge.

Pauline’s funeral Mass was celebrat-
ed Tuesday, November 27th at 10AM 
at Sacred Heart Church, 18 E. Main 
Street, Webster.  Calling hours were 
held on Monday, November 26th from 
5-7PM at Sansoucy Funeral Home, 
40 Marcy Street, Southbridge, MA 
01550. Memorial gifts may be made to 
Sacred Heart Parish, 18 E. Main Street, 
Webster, MA 01570. www.sansoucyfu-
neral.com

Nancy E. Surprise, 66
OXFORD – Nancy E. 

(Stevens) Surprise, 66, 
of Pine Ridge Drive, 
died peacefully on 
Tuesday, November 
27, 2018, at West Side 
House Long Term 
Care in Worcester 
after a long illness.  
She is survived by 

her husband of 48 years, Donald H. 
Surprise of Oxford; three children, 
David E. Surprise and his wife Tammy 
of Blackstone, Pamela M. Surprise and 
her fiancé Jon Malone of Oxford, and 
Michael J. Surprise and his wife Amber 
of Palmer; her sister, Judy Minich and 
her husband Steven of Charlton; seven 
grandchildren, William Hanks, Abagail 
Hanks, Ashley Hanks, Skyler Surprise, 
Jared Surprise, Janessa Surprise, and 
Christopher Surprise; a great-grand-
daughter, Molly Hanks; and several 

nephews and nieces.  She was born in 
Worcester, daughter of the late Arther 
G. and Shirley Ada (Kimball) Stevens, 
and lived in Oxford for 42 years.

Mrs. Surprise was a nurse’s aide at 
Sandalwood Nursing Home in Oxford 
for many years.  She enjoyed trips to the 
casino, playing bingo, making ceram-
ics, and loved baking.

A funeral  was  held on Saturday, 
December 1, 2018, from Paradis-Givner 
Funeral Home, 357 Main St., Oxford, 
followed by a Mass at 10 a.m. at St. 
Roch’s Church, 332 Main St., Oxford.  
Entombment  followed  at Notre Dame 
Cemetery in Worcester.  Calling 
hours  were  Friday, November 30, 2018, 
from 6-9 p.m. at the funeral home.  In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Arthritis 
Foundation, 1355 Peachtree St. NE, 
Suite 600, Atlanta, GA 30309.

paradisfuneralhome.com

Catherine E. Kennedy, 89
SCARBOROUGH, 

ME- Catherine E. 
Kennedy peaceful-
ly passed away on 
her 89th birthday, 
November 29th 2018.

Cathy (a.k.a. 
“Catherine Eileen 
the Lovely”) was 
born in Worcester 

MA on November 29th 1929 the daugh-
ter and only child of Daniel F. and 
Ann (Kean) Kennedy.  She attended 
Worcester schools graduating from 
North High School and the State College 
at Framingham in 1951.  

She taught home economics in New 
Britain CT and also for 35 years at 
Tantasqua Regional Junior and Senior 
High Schools in Sturbridge.  She was 
active in the Southbridge chapter of 
Literacy Volunteers for 15 years.

When she retired in 1989, she moved 
from Southbridge MA to her cher-
ished beach cottage at Higgins Beach 
in Scarborough Maine.  Her many 
friends will remember laughter and 
happy hours on her porch, sunny days 
on the beach, and lobsters steamed in 
her tiny kitchen.  Cathy served as a 
Eucharistic Minister at St. Maximilian 

Kolbe church.  She loved to travel and 
took several trips to explore the U.S. 
and Europe in her retirement.  Always 
interested in learning she continued her 
education through a wide array of sub-
jects offered by Maine Senior College. 
She was a great story-teller, very proud 
of her Irish heritage and told her best 
stories speaking with a very convincing 
Irish brogue.  Most of all Cathy loved 
music and theatre and enjoyed support-
ing both throughout her life.

Cathy received attentive and loving 
care from the Pine Point Nursing Home 
staff and Compassus hospice.

At her request, there will not be 
calling hours. Following cremation by 
Direct Cremation of Maine, a private 
burial will take place.  Interment will 
be at Sacred Heart Cemetery in West 
Brookfield Massachusetts.  

As an expression of sympathy, 
memorial contributions may made 
in her name to Tantasqua Education 
Association Scholarship Attention: Deb 
Blom Guidance Department Tantasqua 
Regional High School 319 Brookfield 
Road Fiskdale, MA 01518 or Literacy 
Volunteers of Southbridge MA or 
Portland ME.

 Michael Ross Pintacura, 70
CHARLTON-  Michael Ross 

Pintacura, 70, an avid collector of many 
interests and history buff, died on 
Thanksgiving Day at Life Care Center 
of Auburn. Mike will be sorely missed 
by his sister, Janice Kay Kerber, and 
her husband, Ken, of Auburn. Before 
his failing health, Mike was a resident 
of the Charlton Housing Authority on 
Meadowview Drive, where he enjoyed 
many hours with friends sitting outside 
his back door. Originally from Chicago, 
Mike relocated to Massachusetts in 1985 
to be close to his sister. Before retiring, 
Mike operated vacuum chambers in 
the optics industry. He graduated in 
1975 from the University of Illinois at 

Chicago Circle with a double major 
in physics and classical civilization. 
Mike faced his many health challenges 
with heroic courage and grace, choos-
ing to move forward rather than com-
plain. He was an inspiration to all who 
knew him. A memorial service will be 
held at the convenience of the family. 
Memorial contributions may be made 
to the American Diabetes Association, 
260 Cochituate Road #200, Framingham, 
MA 01701. The Shaw-Majercik Funeral 
Home, 48 School St., Webster, MA has 
been entrusted with his arrangements. 
A guest book is available at www.
shaw-majercik.com where you may 
post a condolence or light a candle

Beads of a Lifetime
Custom Cremation Beads

a memorial keepsake of pets & loved ones

Chase Pelletier~ Glass Artist
facebook: Beads of a Lifetime

www.beadsofalifetime.com • 413.544.5586

We also give scholarships to a Bay Path 
and Shepherd Hill student. We do have 
this small building, the Dodge Chapel, 
and we fill it with all kinds of crafts 
and decorations for people to enjoy. 
We do this annual Christmas fair, yard 
sales and all kinds of programs here,” 
Maskell said.

Helping Hands corresponding secre-
tary Sue Crockett called the funding 
raised very significant to helping the 
organization accomplish its mission. 
All the money raised helps those less 
fortunate in Charlton while also help-
ing maintain the Dodge Chapel, the 
organization’s home base.

“We actually just voted to provide a 
ton of pellets to a working mother who 
lives in town. We’ve provided Christmas 
gift cards to people to help them out 
during the holidays and in January 

we will be visiting the Charlton Manor 
rest home and bringing things over 
there. So those are the kinds of things 
the funding from today helps support,” 
Crockett said.

The fair did include a few vendors 
but for the most part the event was 
stocked with crafts and goods from 
Helping Hand members who also gave 
their time as volunteers to run the fair. 
Maskell gave credit to the powerfully 
dedicated team that makes the event 
a success each season and bring in 
thousands of dollars to help the cause 
through the fair alone.

“For this year I’m hoping we’ll raise 
$2,500 to $3,000. Our members have done 
a good job setting up. We have a lot of 
stuff for people to drop by and look at 
and hopefully buy. It may not seem like 
a lot for other organizations or fund-
raisers but for us that’s a good amount 
to help us do what we do,” Maskell said.

HELPING HANDS
continued from page 1

Send all obituary notices to 

Stonebridge Press, PO Box 90, 

Southbridge, MA 01550, or by e-mail 

to jean@stonebridgepress.news

www.StonebridgePress.com
In Print and Online
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Dining & Entertainment
Visit these fine establishments for great food and entertainment

For advertising information:
Call Mikaela at (508) 909-4126 if your business is in Sturbridge

Call June (508)909-4062  if your business is in Charlton

Now TakiNg ReseRvaTioNs FoR  
New YeaRs eve DiNNeR

WEDNESDAYS ItalIan Buffet
All You Can Eat $12.95 5-8pm (plus tax & gratuity)

 suNDaY BRuNch
All You Can Eat $14.95 10am-1pm (plus tax & gratuity)

HOURS
Lunch: Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Wed, Thur, Fri, Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm

Spencer Country Inn
Buy 1 Entree 

Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used 
on holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 12/31/18

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 

GIFT 
CERTIFICATES

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $10.95

The first week of the 
Massachusetts shotgun deer 
season had a lot of deer being 
checked in at the Webster 
checking station located at 
Bob’s Archery & Pro Shop. My 
brother Ken and I stopped in 
at the checking station around 
1:00 p-m Saturday, and was told 
that more than 100 deer were 
checked in during the week, 
and they were still coming in 
when we left. We spoke with 
Central District wildlife biolo-
gist Michael Morley from Mass 
Fish & Wildlife and asked him 
about some of the deer checked 
in during the week.

He state that the largest buck 
was 186 pounds and many of 
the deer were in great shape. 
One bystander asked about the 
tick problem, and if the deer 
were carrying a lot of them this 
year. They did not seem to be 
as bad as last year, and in fact 
some of the deer had very few 
or none that could be detected 
during the quick survey.

Mike and his associate were 
also asked about the possible 
changes coming in 2020, in ref-
erence to the change in bag 
limits for wild turkey. Hunters 
could have a two bird limit 
in the spring, which could be 
taken on the same day, and still 
have a tag for the fall season, if 
the proposals are passed. We 
all know how tough it is to get 

hunting regulations changed 
in Massachusetts so we will 
just need to wait for the Fish & 
Wildlife board to act on their 
new proposals.

Local anglers are getting 
their ice fishing gear in order 
for the first ice. First ice is 
always dangerous and always 
has some one falling through 
thin ice on local ponds and 
lakes. Only seasoned anglers 
should be navigating first ice 
using an ice chisel after each 
step, to insure their safety. Two 
inches of good black ice can 
hold a single angler but three 
inches or more is necessary for 
more than two people. Snow 
ice needs to be a couple of inch-
es thicker, and snowmobiles 
and other ice machines need at 
least five inches to insure their 
safety. Snowmobile operators 
need to use extreme caution 
when navigating over frozen 
ice. Every year lives are lost 
to snowmobilers failing to use 
good judgment, prior to cross-
ing over frozen bodies of water. 
Don’t be one of them!!  

The Massachusetts pheasant 
season is now closed, but local 
bird hunters got a few extra 
birds stocked in local covers 
prior to Thanksgiving week. 
Due to substantial rainfall, 
some regularly stocked areas 
were flooded, and it was neces-
sary to avoid the areas. Those 
birds were transported to local 
areas like West Hill and Voss 
Farm in Uxbridge. More than 
40 birds were released in both 
areas prior to the holiday week.

Black bear numbers con-
tinue to increase locally, and 
made their presence known 
this year. Numerous sightings 
in back yards by area residents 
had many resident feeling 

uneasy knowing that they had 
this large animal roaming in 
their back yard. Fortunately, 
no serious encounters were 
reported.   

Local residents can also 
expect to see numerous deer in 
their back yard this year, due 
to the short supply of acorns. 
They will have their eye on 

some of the expensive orna-
mental bushes, and any other 
thing that can satisfy their 
appetite.

Shopping for the sportsmen 
in your family can be very easy 
if you buy them a gift certifi-
cate to their favorite sporting 
goods store. Trying to shop 
for sportsmen is very hard. A 

hunting and fishing license is 
another great gift. It is best to 
set aside purchasing a pet for a 
Christmas present. It is best to 
wait till spring. The Holidays 
are too hectic, and it is not fair 
to the pet.

Take A Kid fishing & Keep 
Them Rods Bending!

Courtesy photo

Ardent rabbit hunters from a field trial in Sutton a few years ago.

Deer hunting yielded prolific harvest in state

RALPH
TRUE

The GreaT

OuTdOOrs

www.StonebridgePress.com
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
 The Wales Planning Board will hold a 
Public Hearing on Monday, December 
17, 2018 at 6:30 p.m., in Wales Town 
Offices, 3 Hollow Road, Wales, MA to 
consider an application for site plan 
review and special permit for a large-
scale ground-mounted solar photovol-
taic project at 40 Sizer Drive submitted 
by Sunpin Holdings, LLC. A complete 

copy of the appli-
cation and site 
plan may be seen 
in the Wales Town 
Offices, 3 Hollow 
Road, Wales, 
MA, 9:00am – 
2:00pm, M-Th. 
A P P L I C A N T : 
Sunpin Holdings, 
LLC WALES 
P L A N N I N G 
BOARD: James 
Whalen, Chairman
November 30, 
2018
December 7, 2018

LEGALS

The

Mailed free to requesting homes

Villager B
Section

Sturbridge Villager
Serving 

Sturbridge, Brimfield, 
Holland and Wales

Charlton Villager
Serving Charlton, 

Charlton City 
and Charlton Depot

Friday,
 December 7, 2018

Family Owned & Operated | Competitive Prices & More
No Community Fee | Refundable Security Deposit

1313 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413.283.3191

PARKAUTOMA.com

Quality Vehicles • Bought & Sold
LLC

MA/508-755-2323  CT/860-963-1155
web: olsonwatersystemsinc.com 

email: karen@olsonwatersystemsinc.com

Olson Water Systems
Servicing MA, CT & RI  

For Your Water System Needs
FILTERS • SOFTENERS  

PRESSURE TANKS
REVERSE OSMOSIS • WELL PUMPS

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA Located in CVS Plaza 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

The Brilliance, Sparkle and 
Colors of the Holidays… 

Waiting  for you.

Custom Designs Just in Time for the Holidays
 ......  Our Specialty

Fine Jewelry & Gifts
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2018 FORD 
FUSION

Sedan, I-4 cyl, Low Miles 
JUST REDUCED

$22,523 
STK# 704X

2017 FORD EDGE 
TITANIUM 
SUV, I-4 cyl

$27,923
STK#686X

2015 FORD  
F350 LARIAT 

Loaded! 

$48,923
STK#7322A

2017 FORD 
EXPEDITION EL 

Tons of Room !

$38,923
STK# 632X

2017 FORD 
MUSTANG GT 

Convertible 

$37,523
STK# 630X

2018 ECOSPORT 
TITANIUM 

Save a Ton Compared to New 

$21,923
STK#708X 

MSRP Before Discounts ........ $54200.00
XLT Luxury Discount ............... $1750.00
XLT Nav Discount .....................  $500.00
XLT PWR Group Discount ........  $250.00
EcoBoost Cust Cash  ................ $300.00
Special Package Cash .............. $750.00
Retail Cust Cash.....................  $2750.00
Ford Credit Cash ....................... $500.00
Bonus Cust Cash....................  $1500.00
Specific Cust Cash ...................  $500.00
Place Discount  ................$2831.00
TOTAL SAVINGS  ... $11,631

Stock #8036
SuperCrew Cab, V-6 

2018
FORD F150 XLT

NEW

* Requires approved Ford Motor Credit financing.

The Right Price 
$42,569

A Real Keeper

Photo RePRints AvAilAble
Call Stonebridge Press for details  508-764-4325 

or drop us an email at 
photos@stonebridgepress.com
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hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * William Gilmore II * Laurie Sullivan * Diane Strzelecki * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * Mark Barrett 

  43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

WEBSTER - 6 BROOKSIDE AVE

On the sh o r e s  of Lak e Cha r g o g g a g o g g man ch a u gg a g o g g ch a u bun a gung a maugg
WEBSTER LAKE - 118 POINT BREEZE RD

Excellent Opportunity to Finally Own Your Own Webster Lake Waterfront 
Property! Prime Location, 5,697+/- SF Lot, 50’ Rd & Water Frontage at a 
Great Price! Contemporary Ranch offers 996+/- SF of living area w/2 BRs & 
full bath. Plus, convenient, indoor access to Walkout Lower Level w/tremen-
dous potential for additional living area. Main level features Open Floor Plan 
w/sliders to full front deck! Spectacular Westerly views across Middle Pond! 
Additional land & shore frontage available.  $345,000

WEBSTER - 12 ERNEST ST

Welcome home to this Huge, Sprawling, Ranch Style Home! 
2,848 SF+/- of Living Area on One Level! Curved brick walkway! 
Level lot! In-ground pool, built-in hot tub, custom stonework & 
landscape! w/fire pit! Carport/pavilion for entertaining! Separate 
wings for private family living & entertainment,  BR suites, 10 
rooms total! simply Amazing!   $329,900

Featured 2 Family – Duplex Listing!

WEBSTER LAKE – 22 LAURELWOOD DR

1st Time Offered in Reid Smith Cove, Spectacular 3700+/- SF, 
13 Rm/4.5 Bath Lake Home, Uniquely Designed for Lake-Style 
Living! Private Setting, Ideal Location, .68 Acres, 92’ of Natural 
Shoreline, Prof. Landscape, Multiple Decks, Lakeside Cabana, 
3 Mstr BR Suites w/Elegant 1st Flr Mstr ~ all w/Private Baths, 
Finished Walkout LL w/Living & Billiard Rms & Summer 
Kitchen! Call Sharon at 508-954-7222 for More Information 
 $1,150,000

SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON, CT - 359 E. THOMPSON RD

WEBSTER LAKE - BEACON PARK #802

Very Interesting property, to a home owner or developer. 47 +/- 
Acres! Home is a 1300 sq ft ranch with a barn. The home consist 
of 3 bedrooms, and 1-1/2 bath, basement, farmers porch and 1 car 
garage. Much of the land is cleared. This property has 300’ +/-  of 
road frontage on East Thompson Rd. and road frontage on the en-
tire length of pavement on Roy Rd. Rectangular in shape greater 
than 1300’ wide X over 1600’ deep. Needs TLC!  $300,000

 THOMPSON, CT - 25 BONNETTE AVE

New Price! Roomy 1300 sq.ft., Hip roof Ranch Attached 
2 car garage! PLUS 32x32 Detached Garage! Eat in Kitch-
en, Fireplaced living room with bow window! 3 bedrooms, 
enclosed heated sun room, central air, Koi Pond, on .87 
+/- acre!  New Price $265,000

WEBSTER LAKE - 54 KILLDEER RD
KILLDEER ISLAND!  A RARE OPPORTUNITY ON WEBSTER LAKE! 
ABSOLUTELY THE WATERFRONT PROPERTY YOU’VE BEEN WAITING/
LOOKING FOR! 2.45+/- Acres! 345’+/- road front, 336/384’+/- depth, 275’+/- 
Lakefront! Mature landscape provides unprecedented privacy, & a friendly level lot at 
water’s edge ~ like very few waterfront properties! The possibilities for this property are 
only limited by your imagination. The 3700 SF+/- Mid-Century Modern Home is unique 
w/massive modern windows that invite your eyes to venture outside to spectacular 180 
panoramic views across the lake to stunning Western sunsets and beautiful natural 
shoreline beyond! Relax & Entertain in the tiled, stone fireplaced family rm, wet bar 
w/sliders to an enormous outdoor patio! The house features a 36’+/- open concept 
combination living/dining area with a stone fireplace, an open stairway & interior 2nd 
flr balcony w/access to 5 spacious BRs that overlook the rooms below. A 30x32+/- det’d 
garage w/summer kitchen, 1/2 bath & huge fireplaced patio! Family ownened gem for 
60+years!  $1,495,000

LAND!
Douglas-Mount Daniels Lot #2-2.5 Acres of flat 
land that abuts Douglas State Forest  $132,900 
Webster Lake - 16 Black Point Rd. Waterfront, 
Boat Access, Buildable w/Town Water & Sewer. 
SORRY SOLD  $59,400  
Webster Lake - 22 South Point Rd. Waterfront, 
Southern exposure! Town Water & Sewer  $250,000
Thompson - East Thompson Rd. White’s Highway 
23 acres!  Abuts Mass. Line Beautiful view!  $99,900

WEBSTER/DOUGLAS BUILDABLE LOTS

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER LAKE at BEACON PARK!  TOWNHOUSE overlooking the 
COURTYARD.1230 SF+/-, Open Concept Living/Dining              FIRE-
PLACE & PRIVATE DECK. Freshly painted rooms, updated applianc-
es. Upper level has 2 SPACIOUS BRS including a MASTER SUITE w/
SKY-LIGHTED, PRIVATE BATH, 2nd BR w/lg walk-in closet, 2nd full 
bath!   ENJOY LAKE LIVING on the most desired lake in Central MA 
at an AFFORDABLE PRICE!  $264,900.

WEBSTER - 20 NORTH MAIN ST

2 Family - Spacious 3 bedrooms each apartment. Hardwoods, 
pocket doors, 10ft ceilings, New gas furnaces! Partially finished 
3rd floor. 1st floor handicapped accessible. 2 car garage. All town 
services  $199,900

WEBSTER - 7 HICKORY LN

New Listing Warm and Inviting, This Lovely Ranch Sits On A 
Beautifully Landscaped Yard Nestled in A Very Quiet, Wanting 
Neighborhood. This 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Home Has So Much To 
Offer!!! Fully Applianced Eat in Kitchen, Newly Carpeted Living 
Room and Three Cozy and Comfortable Bedrooms All On One 
Floor. Walk Down To The Lower Level To The Open And. Spa-
cious Family Room With Pellet Stove!  $259,000

Beautiful 4 bedroom Colonial, new granite counter, stainless ap-
pliance kitchen. Dining room and large living room, hardwood 
through out the first level, 3 seasoned porch for added living 
area. Over sized master with double closets, and 3 additional 
bedrooms. Finished basement with pellet stove. Outside, a patio 
and above ground pool. New Price $279,000

CHARLTON -142 OXFORD RD

Spacious 4104 S.F. Colonial on 1.24 +/- acres. In-law set 
up! Handicapped accessible! Hardwood floors! Manicured 
landscaped yard! 4 oversized bedrooms, 2 full baths, on 2nd 
floor.  assisted sale $419,900

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

WOODSTOCK, CT- QUASSET LAKE

WEBSTER –  89-91 SLATER ST

158 W. Quasset Rd. - Extraordinary Waterfront Retreat on Quasset 
Lake! Unique, Tranquil, Quiet, Secluded & Private! Long circular driveway! 5.5 
acres of land! Patios, covered patios & balconies, stone faced 3 car det’d garage 
w/heated studio, Cape Cod shower, winding gravel path to 265’+/- of shoreline! 
5,000 sqft hip roof 3 story Colonial! 2 story foyer! Extremely impressive kitchen 
w/upscale everything! Offers formal dining & living rooms, 2 family rooms, 2nd 
floor private office suite, laundry/mudroom, exercise studio, LL kitchenette, sauna, 
2 fireplaces & more! Master BRs w/private full baths $1,299,000

THOMPSON, CT - 653 QUINEBAUG RD 

Fantastic Ranch - One Floor Living with 3 Bedrooms / Hardwoods, 2 Full 
Tile Baths!  Eat-In Kitchen with Built-Ins. Appliiances Included. Fireplaced 
Family Room with Hardwoods. Lots of Natural Light. Ceiling Fans, French 
Doors, First Floor Laundry, Screened in Porch - walks right out to your 
own private patio. New Roof in 2014. Spacious Flat Level Lot with Circular 
Driveway. Two separate 1 Car Garage’s. $279,900

We Want  
Your Listings!

Large 2 Family- 3,255 Sq Ft, Desirable Side by Side 
Units, “Duplex”,  Letters of Compliance for Lead 
Paint! 1st Unit has 5 Bedrooms! 1-1/2 Baths! 2nd 
Unit, 3 Beds, 1 Full Bath. Each Unit recent Plumbing, 
& Electrical!! New Appliances, Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows, Gas/ Electric Heat. Ceiling Fans. Roof 10 yrs. 
young! Covered Porches. Walkout Basement, Level 
Backyard. Lots of Storage. Close to town park and 
beach. Off Street Parking! $219,900

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER LAKE – 905 Treasure Isl! WATER-
FRONT Townhouse! 6 Rms! 1,874’! Hrdwds! SS 
Applianced Quartz Kit! Open Flr Plan! 2 Bdrms! 

Master Bath w/Dble Vanity! 2.5 Baths! Frplcd 
Fam Rm! Newer C/Air & Gas Heat! Trex Deck! 

Garage! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool, Sandy Beach! 
$459,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 8 Reid Smith Cove Road! Panoramic Lake Views! West Expo! Super Sunsets! 
9,698’ Lot! Gently Sloping! 2,254’ Custom Contemp Cape, Built 09 as 2nd Home, Like New! Open Flr 
Plan! Spectacular Lake Facing Great Rm w/17’ Ceiling, Recessed Lights, Sliders to Trex Deck, Stone 

Gas Frplc, Surround Sound & Gleaming Hrdwds! Granite Kit w/Isl, SS Appliances, Soft Close Cabinets, 
Hrdwds & Recessed Lights! 1st Flr Master w/Tile Bath, Whirlpool Tub/Shower, Dble Sink & Linen 

Closet! Upstairs Sitting Area Overlooking Grand Rm w/Lake Views! Hrdwd Hall to 2 Bdrms w/Recessed 
Lights, Ceiling Fans & Dble Closets! Full Bath & Linen Closet! Lower Level Walkout Fam Rm w/Tile Flr, 

10’ Ceilings, Recessed Lights, Ceiling Fans, Stone Gas Frplc, Surround Sound, Wet Bar & Slider! Full 
Bath w/Tile Flr! Utility Rm w/Laundry & Storage! Nice Docks! Get Packing! $724,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 7 Point Pleasant Ave! Panoramic Lake Views! Eastern Expo! Super Sunrises! 
9,000’ Level Lot! 2,300’ Custom Contemp Colonial! Built 2015! Like New! Open Flr Plan! Custom 
Granite Kit w/Island, Stainless Appliances, Gas Range, Soft Close Cabinets & Recessed Lights! 

Spectacular Lake Facing Great Rm, Stone Gas Frplc Surrounded by Custom Cabinetry, Recessed 
Lights & Ceiling Fan! Dining Area w/Custom Ceiling! Full Bath w/Granite Vanity & Custom Tile 
Shower! Laundry Rm! “Wood Look” Tile Floors throughout the First Floor! 2nd Flr Features 3 

Comfortable Bdrms w/2 Being Waterfront! Lake Facing Master w/Slider to Deck, Hrdwds, Recessed 
Lighting, Walk-in Closet & Bthrm Access! Lake Facing Bdrm w/Hrdwds, Dble Closet & Door to 

Deck! 3rd Bdrm w/Hrdwds & Dble Closet! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Granite Vanity & Tile Flr! C/Air! Gas 
Heat! 24x30 2 Story Detached Garage! Dock! Get Packing! $789,900.00

THOMPSON – 854 Thompson Rd! Appealing 9 Room Split! Beautiful .63 Acre Lot! 
Applianced Granite Kitchen! Dining & Fireplaced Living Rm w/Hardwoods! 17x18 Cathedral 

Ceiling Great Rm w/Tile Floor! 3 or 4 Bedrooms, 3 w/Hardwoods! Fireplaced Family Rm! 
Updated Full Bath! 1.5 Baths Total! 2 Car Garage! Recent Furnace! 18x24 Deck! Shed! 

Convenient to 395 in both Directions, Close to Raceway Golf Course & Thompson Speedway! 
$249,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 209 Beacon Park! 
- 1280’ Townhouse! 5 Rooms! Spectacular 

Sandy Beach! Fantastic Lakeside Pool! 
Applianced Kitchen! Carpeted Dining 

Rm & Fireplace Living Rooms! 2 
Spacious Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 

Updated Tile Baths! Central Air! Garage! 
$239,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 130 Killdeer 
Island - North Pond! West Expo - Beautiful 
Sunsets! 6 Rm 3 Season Home! Add Heat 

& Use Yr Round! Great Potential! 4 Bdrms 
w/Hrdwds, 2 Lake Facing! Frplc Liv Rm w/
Lake Views! Spacious Kit & Dining Area! 2 

Baths! 55’ of Sandy Beach! 
$475,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 60 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 52’ Level 
Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Panoramic Lake Views! 8 

Rms, 3 Bdrm, 2 Baths, A/C’d, Ranch! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Din Rm 
w/Hrdwds & Slider to Waterfront Deck w/Awning! Lake Facing Frplc Liv Rm w/
Cathedral, Skylight & Hrdwds! Comfortable Master Bdrm! Frplcd Lower Level 

Fam Rm! 2 Car Garage! 
$729,900.00

DOUGLAS WATERFRONT! 36 Cedar St! Badluck Pond (110Acres) aka Cedar Lake or Laurel Lake! Western Expo - Beautiful Sunsets! 2.74 Acres! 633’ Waterfront! 
471’ Road Front! Beautiful Private Setting! Huge 28X96’, 2,688’ Custom 6 Rm Cedar Ranch w/Hrdwd Flrs Throughout! Spectacular, Open Din Rm & Great Rm w/Stone 
Frplc, Soaring Beamed Cedar Cathedral Ceiling, 6 Sky Lights, Recessed Lighting, 1/2 Bath & 3 Sliders to 96’ Lake Facing Screened Porch! Custom Kit w/2 Skylights, 
Recessed Lighting, Slider to Porch, Wall Oven & Center Island w/Triple Bowl Sink, Cooktop & Dishwasher! Mud Rm Entry w/2 Dble Closets, Tile Flr, Door to Kit & 
Door to Full Bath! 2 Lake Facing Bdrms w/Walk-in Closets, Skylights & Sliders to Porch! Full Tile Bath w/Separate Shower & Whirlpool Bath w/Door to Master & Hall! 
Office w/Dble Closet! 2.5 Baths Total! Cedar Lined Closets! Full Basement! Plus 36X72’ 2 Story Heated Boat House/Garage/Work Shop w/Half Bath! Upper Level 5 Rm 
Caretaker/In-Law Apartment w/2 Full Baths! Game Rm w/Full Bath! 5 Full + 2 Half Baths Total! One of a Kind Waterfront Home! $599,900.00

DUDLEY – 9 Progress Ave! 6 Rm Cape! 
Move In Ready! Applianced Eat-in Kit! Din 

& Liv Rms w/Hrdwds! 1st Flr Master w/
Hrdwds & 2 Dble Closets & Ceiling Fan! 
3 Season Porch! ½ Bath w/Laundry! 2nd 
Flr w/2 Bdrms w/Hrdwds & a Full Bath! 

Roofs 2013! Town Services! Quick Close 
Possible! $239,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 54 West Pt Rd! North Pond - Killdeer Isl - West Expo - Beautiful Lake 
Views & Sunsets! 2002 Built 6+ Rm Colonial! Ideal 2nd Home or Yr Rd Living! Applianced 
Kit w/Center Isl! Lake Facing Din Rm w/Panoramic Water Views & Recent Wood Flr! Lake 
Facing Liv Rm w/LP Gas Frplc, Recent Wood Flr & French Door to Deck! 1st Flr Laundry & 
Half Bath! 2nd Flr w/3 Spacious Bdrms! Lake Facing Master Suite w/Fantastic Lake Views, 
Frplc, French Dr to its Deck, Dressing/Office Area & Full Bath w/Whirlpool Tub! A 2nd Full 
Bath off the Hall! Huge Lake Facing Walk-out Lower Level w/Gas Stove & Slider to Stone 

Patio is Ready for “Finishing”! Additional Lakeside Deck! Dock! $559,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 104 Treasure 
Island! 1,874’ Townhouse! Oak Cabinet 

Kit w/Breakfast Counter! Formal Din 
Rm! Frplc Liv Rm! Screened Porch! 1st 
Flr Master w/Walk-in Closet & Bath! 2.5 
Baths! 2nd Level w/2nd Master Bdrm & 
Bath! Recent C/Air! Attached Garage! 2 
Boat Slips! Heated Pool! Sandy Beach! 

$324,900.00

DUDLEY – 9 Page Ln! Newly Renovated 
6 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Cape! 1 Acre Lot! 

Cul-de-sac! Hrdwds Throughout! Open Liv 
Rm, Kit & Din Area! SS Appliance Granite 
Kit w/Isl! Slider to Composite Deck! 1st 
Flr Master w/Walk-in Closet & Master 

Bath! 2nd Flr w/2 Large Bdrms & Full Bath! 
Garage Under! $309,900.00

DUDLEY – 73 Tracy Rd! Majestically Perched on a Knoll, 1.47 Acres Beautifully Landscaped, 
Spacious 2,252’ 8 Rm Colonial! Stainless Applainced Eat-in Country Kit w/Center Isl, Pantry Closet, 

Recessed Lighting, Tile Flr & French Dr to Deck! Formal Din Rm w/Hrdwd Flr & Classic 3 Windowed 
Bumped-out Wall! Entry Foyer! Formal Living Rm w/Hrdwd Flr! The Fireplaced Family Rm w/Wide 

Plank Hrdwd Flr will Keep the Family Close! Side Entry Hall Dble Closet, Half Bath w/Laundry Closet! 
Upstairs 4 Comfortable Bdrms, 2 w/Hrdwds, 2 w/Wall to Wall all w/Plenty of Closet Space! 18’Master 
Bdrm w/Hrdwds, Ceiling Fan, Walk-in Closet, Master Bath w/Granite Vanity & Tile Flr! Off the Hrdwd 

Hall the 2nd Full Bath w/Dble Sinks, Granite Vanity, Tile Flr & Linen Closet! Breezeway Attached 2 Car 
Garage! Quick Closing Possible, Start Packing! $369,900.00

WEBSTER – 21 Spring St! 6 Rm Ranch! 
Eat-in Applianced Kit w/Mahogany 

Cabinets & Tile Flr! Liv Rm w/Carpet 
over Hrdwd! 3 Bdrms w/Hrdwds! Master 
w/Walk-in Closet! Full Tile Bath! 14X40’ 
Fam/Game Rm! 2nd Bathrm w/Laundry! 
Workshop! Utility Rm! 2 Z Oil Heat! C/

Air! 2 Car Garage! Porch! Don’t Miss Out! 
$219,900.00

THOMPSON – 48 Smith St! 2 Family! 3/8 
Rooms! 1/4 Bedrooms! 1/1 Baths! Major 

Rehab 2005 – Roof, Gutter & Downspouts, 
Vinyl Siding, Windows, Entry Doors! 2018 

Electric Heat Conversion! Gas Hot Water! 
Off Street Parking! Garage! Town Services! 

$139,900.00

WEBSTER – 5 Chestnut St! 6 Rm Ranch, 
3 Bdrms, Remodeled Bath, Finished Lower 

Level! Corner Lot! Frplc Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, 
Hrdwd Flr, French Drs to 16x24 Deck! Din Rm 
w/Hrdwds! Remodeled Kit w/Cherry Cabinets 
& SS Appliances! Solar Hot Water! 1 Yr Old 

Roof! A/G Pool! Shed! $269,900.00 

AUBURN – 9 Lorna Dr! 2680’ Split Entry! 
Applianced Oak Eat-in Isl Kit w/Corian 
Counters! Spacious Liv Rm w/Hrdwds! 

Sun Rm Cathedrals to Trex Deck! 3 Bdrms 
w/Hrdwds! Frplc Fam Rm! 2 Full Baths! 
4th Bdrm/Office! Laundry! C/Air & Vac! 

Professionally Landscaped .46 Acre Lot! 2 
Car Garage! $389,900.00

WEBSTER – 26 Spring St! 5 Rm Ranch on 
Quiet Side Street! Walk into the 3 Seasons 

Rm w/ Tile Flr, Ceiling Fan & Slider to Deck! 
Cabinet Packed Eat-In Kit! Spacious Liv Rm w/

Hrdwds! 3 Bdrms! Finished Lower Level w/
Tile Flr, 10’ Bar w/Drop Lights! Vinyl Siding! 

Replacement Windows! 
$249,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 15 South Point Rd! 
Waterfront Lot! Middle Pond - Panoramic 
Views! Conservation Approval! Build Your 
Dream! 100+’ of Shoreline! 53.94’ Road 

Frontage! Land Area 8,147’! Town Services 
Available! 2 Docks! Lots on Webster Lake 

a Rarity, Don’t let this Slip By without Your 
Consideration! $199,900.00

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.Century21LakeRealty.com • www.WebsterLake.net  #1 on the Internet

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

 Jim 
Counihan

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
LusignanLake ReaLty

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT
SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres of Privacy! Long Circular 
Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood 

Floors! Year Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/Master 
Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 Skylights! Expandable Attic! 

Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! Central Air! Generator! Super Easy Access to Rte 
146! $464,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 12 Kenneth Ave! 
South Pond! 5 Rm Ranch! 80’ Waterfront! 

Completely Remodeled 10 Yrs Ago! 
Kraftmaid Cabinet Kit w/Island & Silestone 
Counters! Bamboo Wood Flrs Throughout! 

Open Flr Plan! Composite Deck! Lake 
Facing Master! 2 Bdrms! Full Bath! Fam 

Rm! $399,900.00

DUDLEY – 13 Pineview Rd! 7 Rm Colonial! 
Tiled Foyer! Kit w/Din Area & Slider to 

Composite Deck! Din Rm! Liv Rm/Den! 1/2 
Bath w/Laundry! 2nd Flr w/3 Carpeted Bdrms & 
Full Hall Bath! Master /Walk-in Closet & Bath! 
Finished Lower Level w/Gas Frplc! Patios! Fire 

Pit! Roof 2017! Attached 2 Car Garage! Town 
Services!  $359,900.00

DUDLEY – 5 Corbin Road! Welcome Home! Beautiful Tri-Level Home Set on 4.5 Acres! 9 Finished Rooms, 3-4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths! Huge, 
Oak Cabinet Packed Kitchen w/Gorgeous Granite & Pella Slider to Enormous Trex Deck & In-ground, Heated Pool! Dining Room w/Bay Window, 

Hardwoods, Wainscot & Crown Molding w/French Doors Leading to the Sunroom which has Heat & AC where You Can Enjoy Your Morning 
Coffee Watching the Wildlife Around Your Pond or Take a Walk Across the Bridge to Check on Your Blueberry Bushes! Fireplaced Living Room 

w/Large Bow Front Window, Custom Built-ins & Hardwoods! 3 Large Bdrms w/Lots of Closet Space! Office Could Be Easily Made into 4th Bdrm! 
Master has Private Balcony Over Looking the Pool! Master Bath has W/D Hookups, Double Vanity & Walk-in Closet! Finished Walk-Out Lower 
Level Would Make a Great Game Room! 2 Car Garage which Leads to Rest of Basement which Houses the Utilities, another W/D Hook-up and 

Storage Galore! Too Many Updates to List Here! A Must See House! $459,900.00

Seasons Greetings & Happy Holidays to All

SHREWSBURY – 747 Grafton St! 8 Rm 
Cape! .5 Acres off Route 20! Great

Business Location! House Needs Total 
Rehab! 1st Flr Consists of Eat-in Kit

w/Built-in Hutch! Large Liv Rm! Master 
Bdrm w/Closet! Office! Full Bath!

2nd Flr Has 4 Bdrms w/Closets! Vinyl 
Windows! $198,500.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 37 Bates Grove Rd! 
South Pond! As a Second Home, Getaway 

or Expand it into Your Dream Home – Have 
Possible Plans! 4+ Rooms! Open Floor Plan! 

Applianced Kit! 2 Bedrooms! Bathroom! 
Covered Deck! Ideal Gradual Sloping Lot w/

Panoramic Lake Views! 
$399,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 202 Killdeer Island Rd! Panoramic View of North Pond! Natural Sandy Shoreline! Complete Rebuild Since 
2002! Custom Center Island Applianced Granite Kitchen w/Walk-in Pantry, Recessed Lighting, Hardwoods & 1/2 Bath! Open Floor 

Plan! Dining Rm w/Window Seat, 2 Closets & Hardwoods! 19X19 Lake Facing Living Rm w/Hardwoods & 2 Sliders to Deck w/Recent 
Awning! Upstairs to 4 Bedrooms or 3 Plus Office! Lake Facing Master w/Cathedral Ceiling, Walk-in Closet & Master Bath w/Tile Floor, 
Huge Corner Shower w/Seat, Double Linen Closet! Full Hall Bath! Hallway Laundry Closet! Lake Facing Walk-out Lower Level Family 

Room, 2 Sliders to Patio! Full Bath! 3.5 Baths Total! 4 Zone Heat & 2 Zone C/Air only 2 Years Old! Start Packing! $629,900.00 

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

REDUCED

ON DEPOSIT REDUCED

NEW LISTING

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD
SOLDSOLD

SOLD

SOLD
WEBSTER LAKE – 194 Killdeer 

Island! North Pond Views! Sandy Shore! 
6 Rm Cape! Open Liv & Din Rm w/Newly 

Restored Fireplace! New Lake Facing 
Windows! 2 1st Flr Bdrms, 1 Lake Facing! 

3 Bdrms! 2 Updated Bathrms! Huge 
Composite Deck w/Vinyl Rails! Walk-out 

Lower Level to Courtyard! Garage Under! 
$559,000.00

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING

WEBSTER LAKE – 812 Beacon Park! 
WATERVIEW 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse! Lake 

Facing! Recently Applianced Galley Kit! 
Frplcd Liv Rm w/48” Smart TV & Hrdwds! 
Master Bath w/Recent Skylight! 2.5 Tile 
Baths w/Recent Vanities & New Toilets! 

2013 A/C & Heat! Garage! Great Lakeside 
Pool! Sandy Beach! $284,900.00

SOLD

THOMPSON – Quaddick Lake! 52 
Breaults Landing! Western Exposure – 
Beautiful Sunsets! Huge Level Lot/Lawn 

to the Water - .88 Acres! Open Floor 
Plan! 4/5 Room Ranch! 2 Bedrms! 1.5 

Baths! Applianced & Furnished! Ideal 2nd 
Home or Yr Round! LP Gas Heat & HW! 

Generator!  $229,900.00 

WEBSTER – 23 Lincoln St! 3 Family w/
Great Curb Appeal! Owner Occupied or 
Investor! 5/5/4 Rooms! 2/2/2 Bedrooms! 
Harwood Floors in Most Rooms! First 

Floor Apart Freshly Painted! Replacement 
Windows! Off Street Parking! 2 Car Garage! 

Easy Highway Access! Conveniently 
Located! $239,900.00

SOLD
NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

REAL ESTATE
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FOR LEASE
RETAIL or OFFICE SPACE

Beautiful water views with over 2400 SF of 
space available in a standalone brick building 

with a full kitchen & 3 bathrooms
located on busy Rt. 16 in Uxbridge, MA

 PLEASE CONTACT
Capron Corp. at 508-278-9191

FOR RENT
Cooperative Commercial Space

Off Rt. 16 in Douglas, Massachusetts

Includes a shared  
waiting room, kitchenette, 

and bathroom

Please call 508-849-7066 for availability and further details

Heat, electric,  
and A/C also included

$250 to $450/Month
– No Deposits Required – 

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate. 
To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jean@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

300 Main St., Oxford, MA 01540
508-499-5057
OxfordInsurance.com 
info@OxfordInsurance.com

Best Wishes for a Joyous Season!
Auto | Home | Life | Business 

NMLS ID:2561. This is not an offer to lend or extend credit. Subject to underwriting approval

Eva S. Kokosinska
Branch Manager-NMLS ID:19571
Certified Mortgage Planner/ 
Loan Officer

255 Park Ave., Ste 902
Worcester, MA 01609 
Office: 508.556.6442  
Cell: 508.847.0728 

EKokosinska@HarborOne.com

CALL TODAY!

Offering:  
USDA, VA, FHA & MA Housing 

Down Payment Assistance
Rehab & Conventional Loans

Lending in MA, CT, & FL

“I am fluent in Polish – Ja mowie po polsku”

Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea, Realtor®

CDPE, Notary Public 
 270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

109 West Street, Ware, MA 01082
c: 978-434-1990  e: dorrinda@c21lovett.com

www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com
Specializing in  

Residential, Commercial, Multi-family, & Land Sales!  
Thinking of buying or selling? Call me!

I am all about my clients. 

270 Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

NMLS ID:2561. This is not an offer to lend or extend credit. Subject to underwriting approval

Eva S. Kokosinska
Branch Manager-NMLS ID:19571

Certified Mortgage Planner/Loan Officer

255 Park Ave., Ste 902 ~ Worcester, MA 01609 
Office: 508.556.6442  Cell: 508.847.0728 

EKokosinska@HarborOne.com

CALL TODAY! 
Offering: USDA, VA, FHA & MA Housing 

Down Payment Assistance ~ Rehab & Conventional Loans
Lending in MA, CT, & FL

“I am fluent in Polish – Ja mowie po polsku”

TOP PRODUCING TEAM 
WORCESTER COUNTY

DONNA CAISSIE 

Broker | 774.641.3325
SANDRA TERLIZZI

Realtor| 508.414.9032

1 B Swanson Rd
Auburn, MA 01501

2sistersteam@gmail.com
www.2sistersteam.com

Proudly associated with

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

ReMax Advantage 1
179 Shrewsbury St., Worcester MA 01604

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Maureen O’Connor 508-981-4902

PARK N’ SHOP
Dec. 8th • 10-2

Join us with  
Can Goods & 

 Donations for 
Webster-Dudley  

Food Share

“WE SOLVE REAL ESTATE PROBLEMS”
ReMax Professional Associates

Licensed in MA & CT
We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen  
(508) 400-0438  

Patrick Sweeney
 (774) 452-3578

www.ConradAllen.com
Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
39 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2018

South Worcester County
$141,810,780 SOLD

Looking for houses to sell  
in Southbridge, Sturbridge,  

Charlton, Holland, 
Dudley, Webster AREA!

Robin
Giguere

Brenda Ryan
Broker- 
Owner

Melissa 
Cournoyer 

Hilli

Spiro 
Thomo

Vivian Mar-
rero-Doros

Mary Jo
Demick

Debbie
Thomo

Joan
Lacoste

Chad
Splaine

Michelle
Roy

Stan
Misiaszek

Michelle 
Splaine

Paula 
Aversa

201 SOUTH STREET, 
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA
508-765-9155
FAX: 508-765-2698

“We are part of Make Southbridge Home”

SOUTHBRIDGE: Great 2 family 
with many renovations! 5 rooms 2 
bedroom units. Beautiful hardwood 
floors, natural woodwork, large 
kitchen w/pantry. Dining room 
has closet, could be 3rd bedroom. 
Updated electrical service with 
landlord meter. Newer HW heaters. 
Roof in 2012. Windows & Doors 

2008. Long term clean tenants. $189,900.

SOUTHBRIDGE: CHEAP 
commercial space/building 
for SALE. 4328 SF! 2012 
rubber roof. 4 large rooms, 
office, waiting room & bath.  
Full basement. Being used 
as dance studio-tenant pays 

$1100 plus utilities. Asking $72,500. 

OPEN HOUSE 11-1PM 
SUNDAY

SOUTHBRIDGE  
156 DENNISON LANE. 

Lovely Lovely Home with 7 
rms 3 bedrooms 2 full baths! Fully finished lower level!. 
Possible in-law. Deck. 1.4 acres of land. Brand New Septic 
being installed. Great commuter location on Sturbridge side 
of Town. $239,900. 

SOUTHBRIDGE: Pride of 
Ownership.  Expandable cape 
with updated, kitchen, bath, 
roof, furnace. Fully Applianced 
kitchen. Hardwood and tile 
throughout.  One car garage.  
Expansion possibilities. 

$214,900. 

STURBRIDGE: Land for Sale with 
frontage for 4 lots! BUILD YOUR 
DREAM HOME!! Country Location 
on dead end Street. Almost 11 
acres. If subdivided, each lot would 
have over 2 acres. Literally minutes 

to Rt 84 to Hartford & Mass Pike to Boston or Springfield. 
$189,900!!

NO MONEY DOWN PROGRAMS ARE AVAILABLE! 
 CALL US FOR INFORMATION!

(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

Open House Directory

ADDRESS STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
SOUTHBRIDGE
48 Hillcrest Ave S 12-2 $179,900 Re/Max Professional Associates /  
    Patrick Sweeny 774-452-3578 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9
WEBSTER
25F Third St C 11-1 $238,500 ReMax Advantage 1 / Maureen O’Connor
    508-981-4902
15 Blueberry Ln S 11-1 $329,900 ReMax Advantage 1 
    Joanne Szymczak 508-230-6762
    Vicki Bennett 774-663-6762
SOUTHBRIDGE
156 Dennison Ln S  11-1  $239,900  Aucoin Ryan Realty 508-765-9155

Brand New Remodel!!
28 Mechanic Street, Webster, MA

$275,000    RENT TO OWN!!!!

48 Hillcrest Ave, Southbridge, MA
$179,900

Estimated Payment $1371 per month

Large Industrial Rental!!
2 Hawksley Drive, Oxford, MA

$6 per SQFT
First Month Free!!!

RENT TO OWN

OPEN HOUSE • SATURDAY 12-2

Two Family!!! Central Air, Commercially Zoned 
43 - 45 Thompson Road, Webster, MA

$234,900
RENT TO OWN!!!!

“We Solve Real Estate Problems”
Re/Max Professional Associates

ConradAllen.com 
Licensed in MA & CT

Conrad Allen
508-400-0438   

Patrick Sweeney
774-452-3578

We need properties to sell, 
any type!

SALE 
PENDING

SALE 
PENDING

NO 
MONEY 
DOWN!

FOR LEASE
FOR 

LEASE

Auctioneer makes no representation as to the accuracy 
 of  the information contained herein. 

Bay State AucTion Co, inc.
NORTH CHELMSFORD (978) 251-1150  www.baystateauction.com

MAAU#: 2624, 2959, 3039, 2573, 2828, 1428, 2526, 2484

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
AT PUBLIC AUCTION

Monday, December 10, 2018 
3:00 PM-STURBRIDGE 

 82 Breakneck Road 
sgl fam, 1,144 sf liv area,  4.17 ac lot, 6 rm,  

3 bdrm, 2 bth,  
Worcester(Worc): Bk 36435, Pg 123

4:00 PM-SOUTHBRIDGE 
 10 Crescent Street 

2 fam, 1,900 sf liv area, 0.14 ac lot, 8 rm, 
5 bdrm, 2.5 bth,  

Worcester(Worc): Bk 40215, Pg 353

Thursday, December 13, 2018 
11:00 AM-BRIMFIELD 

 51 Brookfield Road 
 sgl fam, 2,140 sf liv area, 2.05 ac lot, 6 rm,  

3 bdrm, 3.5 bth, Hampden: Bk 15035, Pg 238
TERMS: $5,000 cash or certified check at the time and place of 

the sale. The balance to be paid within thirty (30) days
 at the law offices of Korde & Associates, P.C. 

900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851, 
Attorney for the Mortgagee.

Home Buyer  
Coffee Hour  
Sunday 12-1

21 Schofield Ave
Reservations
508-943-7669

Call JoAnn to register. 
Learn about  

Low Down-Payment  
Programs

SZYMCZAK SELLS! MAUREEN IS 
MAKING IT HAPPEN

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

Maureen O’Connor 508-981-4902
ReMax Advantage 1

179 Shrewsbury St., Worcester MA 01604

Southbridge: 2.5+ acres, town ser-
vices, private setting, 4 bedrooms, 
2 baths, family room

153 Highland St ~ $274,900

Southbridge: Grand Colonial, 
ideal for exterior rehab, interior 
several updates, HW floors, 
fireplace, windows updated.
192 Chapin St ~ $169,900

Webster: Fireplace, open floor plan, 
1st floor family room, 2.5 baths, 4 
bedrooms. 

11 Blueberry Ln ~ $329,900

Webster: 3 units, 4 car 
garage, new roof, 2 bed-
rooms each unit.

9 Tower St ~ $299,900

Webster: 4 Units, sided.

28 Joyce St ~ $279,000

Webster: Sided,  3 bed-
room, New Septic. 

87 Worcester Rd ~ 
$179,900

MOTIVATED 
SELLER OPEN HOUSE • SUN. 11-1

ON DEPOSIT

•
R
E
A
L

E
S
T
A
T
E



•  The Villager  •  5Friday, December 7, 2018

OPEN HOUSE SAT 12/8 10-11:30

93 Barber Road
Woodstock $425,000 

Stunning home on 18.24 acres of 
beautiful land. 1st floor  

master, hardwood floors throughout. 
Location is private, quiet & peaceful. 

John Downs  
860-377-0754

Plainfield $325,000

View, views, views! This well-kept and 
loved secluded ranch sits by itself  

overlooking peaceful Moosup Pond.
The White/Cook Team:  

Diane  
860-377-4016

Killingly $199,900 NEW PRICE

Pristine 2005 updated Townhouse. 
Granite & hardwoods, 2 full BA,  
finished basement. Close to 395.

Mary Collins  
860-336-6677

Pomfret $550,000

Exceptional 21.28 acre property in 
desirable Pomfret, CT. Beautiful large 

pasture & barn. Comfortable and 
private living.
John Downs  
860-377-0754

    Congratulations! November Top Agents

Top Listing 
Agent

Rachel 
Sposato 

 860-234-1343

The White/
Cook Team 

860-377-4016

 Belinda 
Culp 

860-576-4704

Top Selling 
Agents

Top Buyers 
Agent

OPEN HOUSE SAT 12/8 12:00-1:30

369 Allen Hill Rd 
Brooklyn $194,900 NEW LISTING
This charming 3 BR, 1 BA Ranch has 

something for everyone. Detached 2 car 
garage, over-sized deck for  

entertaining, & ample closet space .
Amy St. Laurent  

860-617-6492

Ashford $189,900

Great owner/occupy opportunity. Side 
by side units.  Updated in 2003. Sits on 

2.44 lovely acres. 
Vivian Kozey 
 860-455-5363

Putnam $254,900
Woodstock $1,490,000

Wonderful Antique Colonial with 182 
acres, pastoral views w/ 4+ miles of 
wooded trails. Unique open concept,  

3 story barn.
White/Cook Team:  

Amy  
860-377-2830

OPEN HOUSE SAT 12/8 12:00-1:30

130 Orchard Hill Rd
Pomfret $460,000 NEW PRICE

Enjoy comfortable & spacious living 
in this bright, modern, 5 BR, 3.5 BA 

home. 3 beautiful floors of living space 
located on 5 acres. 

John Downs  
860-377-0754

Tolland $299,900

Pride of ownership shines in this 4 
BR, 3 BA over-sized Raised Ranch in 

a private country setting. This is a 
must see!

Vivian Kozey  
860-455-5363

Brooklyn $520,000 NEW LISTING

Custom home on 10 acres. Built in 
1989 w/3,739 SF, 4 BR & 4 full BA. 

Details include open floor plan & a 16’ 
ceiling family room.

The Gosselin Team:  
Stephanie  

860-428-5960

Killingly $244,900

Great neighborhood, walk to water, 
new boiler, manicured yard , granite 

counters, HW floors. Must see!
Elizabeth Zimmer  

860-617-2191

Willington $349,900

Spacious Raised Ranch home w/4 BR 
& 4 car garage on 2.59 private acres. 

Lower level w/ possible in-law- BR, full 
kitchen, & BA. 
Vivian Kozey  
860-455-5363

Putnam $4,000/mo. Commercial Lease

Location! 2,696 SF commercial space 
for lease with ample parking.   

Convenient to I-395.  
Vivian Kozey  
860-455-5363

Hampton $595,000

Reproduction Cape on 15 hilltop acres 
with long-distance views, barn and 

a pond!  3356SF with 3BR, 2BA and 
loads of custom details throughout! 

The Gosselin Team: 
Stephanie 860-428-5960

Thompson $129,000 NEW PRICE

Lovely Ranch, perfect for downsizing or 
starter home. Clean and move in ready. 

Location is close to 395.  
Call for a showing!
Kiona Carpenter  

860-933-3305

Woodstock $507,000

Step back in time to this homestead! 
The remnants of a mill house & grist 
mill that used the Sawmill Brook to 

power the mill can still be seen.
The White/Cook Team:  

Diane  
860-377-4016

Local Events, Arts, and 
Entertainment ListingsHERE & THERE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8

9:00 p.m.
TEQUILA BONFIRE
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333

SUNDAY,DECEMBER 9

11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
SANTA & MRS. CLAUS 
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA 
774-449-8333

ONGOING

MARIACHI BAND
First Thursday of the 
month
5-8 p.m.
MEXICALI MEXICAN 
GRILL
Webster location
41 Worcester Rd., 
Webster, MA
508-461-5070

ROADHOUSE BLUES JAM
Every Sunday, 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.
CADY’S TAVERN
2168 Putnam Pike, Chepachet, RI
401-568-4102 

TRIVIA SATURDAY NIGHTS
7:00 p.m. register
7:30 p.m. start up
HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB
325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA
508-892-9822

WISE GUYS TEAM TRIVIA
Every Tuesday, 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
CADY’S TAVERN
2168 Putnam Pike (Rt. 44)
Chepachet, RI
401-568- 4102
 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY 

NIGHT
HEXMARK TAVERN
AT SALEM CROSS INN
260 West Main St., West 
Brookfield, MA
508-867-2345
www.salemcrossinn.com 

FRIDAY ACOUSTICS IN THE BAR
AND SATURDAY ENTERTAINMENT
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY
308 LAKESIDE
308 East Main St.
East Brookfield, MA
774-449-8333

THE CENTRAL MA CHAPTER OF
TROUT UNLIMITED meets the first
Monday of every month from
September through May.
We discuss a variety of conservation
programs to improve the local cold
water fisheries, local fishing
opportunities. our annual High
School Fly Fishing Championship
(open to all MA high school students)
And our annual fund raising banquet.
Auburn Sportsman’s Club
50 Elm St., Auburn, MA

Do Something 

FUN 
This Weekend!

REAL ESTATE
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STEBBINS
Auto Repair

Call Will

774-200-3640
384 E. Main St., Southbridge 

COMPETITIVE, GROWING  
BUSINESS SEEKING TO EXPAND

Immediate openings for a  
Service writer and Technicians.

Open to all levels of experience. 
Wages based on skills and 

experience in the field.
ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

1BEAUTIFUL DW MOBILE
HOME IN GATED SENIOR
MOBILE HOME PARK
$16,000. 2 bdrms, 2 baths,
working kitchen, dining room,
LLR & 2 Florida rooms, com-
pletely furnish. 863-682-6473.
Lakeland, Florida

2 LAZY BOY LEATHER-
swivel rocker recliners, beautiful
rich mahogany color. Less than
1 year old, perfect condition.
$500 each.  774-280-2639

2 TWIN BEDS: Complete, In
Excellent Condition. 508-423-
4824

2008 ZODIAC and 14’
CANOE, excellent condition.
ACTI-V 9’4”, electric pump/all
accessories, air floor. 2009
Honda 8HP, serviced. $2,195
Canoe: oars/ seats, no leaks.
$275 860-983-0800 Sturbridge

225 GALLON WATER
STORAGE TANK - used 6
months. $350 508-867-2523

24 FOOT POOL, ABOVE-
GROUND, 4 years old, filter,
motor, all supplies included (ex-
cept liner) Ready to go $950 or
best offer 508-498-0166 leave
message

4 SNOW TIRES -235/50 R18
101T used 2 months- paid
$800, asking best offer. 508-
414-2474

ABOVE-GROUND SWIM-
MING POOL, 24’ x 54”, filter
system, 1 season. $1,000 or
best offer. 508-943-8769

ACORN STAIRLIFT - 3.5
years old; like new condition.
11 feet long. Asking $1400 or
best offer. Call 508-277-6568 if
interested.

ANGLE IRON CUTTER For
Shelving 4W296, HK Potter
2790. Normally Sells For $700.
$50 OBO. Call 5pm-8:30pm,
(508)867-6546

Beautiful Southwestern style
sectional sofa, gently used, L-
shape 112” x 86” Please call to
set up time to view 508-885-
9962. $150 firm.

BUNK BEDS, black (youth)
with mattresses (includes like-
new bedding) $350. Other furni-
ture also available. Call Pat 508-
949-9049

COFFEE & TWO END TA-
BLES- Cherry finish w/glass
tops. Very good condition.
$125 Call 508-735-2560

Couch, 84 inches long. Dark
red fabric with pillows, good con-
dition. $150. 508-410-5167

CUB CADET SNOWBLOWER.
13hp Tecumseh OHV. 45 in.
width, trigger steering, 6 FRWD, 2
REV, new condition. Hardly used!
$1,600.00. 508-347-3775

ELECTRICAL MATERIAL:
Industrial, Commercial, Resi-
dential. Wire, Pipe, Fittings, Re-
lays, Coils, Overloads, Fuses,
Breakers, Meters, Punches,
Pipe-Benders. New Recessed
Troffer, Flourescent 3-Tube T-8
277V Fixtures Enclosed $56
Each. Call 5pm-8:30pm.
(508)867-6546

FINLAND BLUE FOX
JACKET: By Michael Valente
Size 8, very good condition.
$100 OBO. Vintage Black 
American Sable Coat, sz. small
$50 OBO 508-864-4075

FLY RODS - 2 ALBRIGHT
A/5 490 9 FT. #4 RODS. 2
Orvis  reels Battenkill BBS II.
Asking $200 each set or best
offer. 508-347-3145

******************
FULL LENGTH  MINK
COAT: Size 12. New $2,400.
Asking $300. 508-612-9263
******************

GARAGE CLEARANCE: AR-
TIFICAL CHRISTMAS TREE,
bush trimmer, glass top table,
etc. 508-728-5559 (Spencer)

GARDEN MANURE, deliv-
ered. 4 yards, $130. Call
Prindle Hill Farm 508-320-
3273 or 508-248-7335

MOTORS: 1/2HP 230/460V
1725RPM, 56 Frame $30. 5HP,
230/460V 1740RPM, 184T
Frame/TEFC $100. 5HP,
230/460V 3495RPM, 184T
Frame/TEFC $100. 4 Motor
Speed Controls Hitachi J100,
400/460V Best Offer. Call 5pm-
8:30pm 508-867-6546

MOVING - MUST SELL 3
piece electric reclining living
room set, brown. $300 free-
pedestal table w/4 chairs 508-
612-6485

010 FOR SALE

*****
NORDIC TRACK TRL625:
Recumbent cycle w/stabilizing
floor bar for  secure balance.
TREADMILL - for therapeutic fit-
ness (walking & jogging) (for up
to 400 lbs.) $250 each both in
excellent condition. 508-892-
3998, 508-723-4452

*****

REMEMBER YOUR SWEET-
HEART: Collection of Victorian
Era hand-painted items ALL
with roses: vases, rose bowls,
pitchers, chocolate pot, cake
sets, planters. No reasonable
offer refused. 508-237-2362
Auburn

SMALL BUREAU $75.
Printer’s Antique Drawers $20
Per. Fake Brick Fireplace With
Heater $140 Kitchen Chairs.
Spare Tire P225/60r16 Eagle
GA With Rim $45 Vanity Table
& Chair $135. Car Sunroofs
$100. Per. Homemade Pine
Coffee Table & 2 End Tables
$100. Antique Lamp Jug $40.
Antique Croquet Set $40. Wood
Truck Ramps 8 Foot $100.00.
Drop Leaf Cart $50. End Table
W/Drawer $50. End Table
W/Drawer $60. Elvis Presley Sil-
houette $50 (he talks!), Indian
canvas painting $60, 9 golf clubs
$100, Call 1-508-764-4458 or 1-
774-452-3514

***********************
SNOW PLOW, Myers, 61/2’
all controls and lights, great
condition. Can be seen at
Old Cider Mill, Rt. 9, West
Brookfield or call 774-232-
9382
************************

SNOW TIRES, PIRELLI
245/45R19/102V M+S, 250
miles, $1000, 508-564-3556

SNOW TIRES: Like new (4)
Firestone Winter Force 215/60-
15. $240. BECKETT BURNER,
CONTROL AND AqUASTAT:
Runs great, Instruction, wiring
and owners manual $250. AR-
TIFICIAL  CHRISTMAS TREE
WITH STAND : 6 FT. Storage
box included. Excellent condi-
tion $50. CAST IRON CHRIST-
MAS TREE STAND: Beautiful
$20.  SUNBEAM WHOLE
HOUSE HUMIDIFIER: Used,
works great, 6-7 gallon, faux
wood cabinet on casters. $50.
14” SNOW CHAINS: Used,
very good condition $25. 15”
CABLE SNOW CHAINS: New
$45. Call Ed. 508-479-9752

TOOL SHEDS Made of Texture
1-11: 8x8  $1075 8x10 $1260;
8x12 $1350; 8x16  $1675 Deliv-
ered, Built On-Site. Other Sizes
Available. CALL (413) 324-1117

Transport chair, Excel Deluxe
by Medline 19” seat, up to 300
lbs. Used once. 508-637-1304

TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- Evergreens, Excellent
Privacy Border. Hemlocks-
Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
England Fieldstone
Round/Flat, Excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $28/Ton
(508) 278-5762 Evening

TWO USED RECLINERS, $75
each. Dishwasher, bought new,
never used, $225 or best offer.
508-764-3567 please leave
message

VIKING RANGE, PROFES-
SIONAL SERIES, propane
gas, 6-sealed burner, 36” in-
frared broiler, as new, never lit,
still in original packaging, w/tags.
Model VCGSC-5366BSS,
trades considered. $4,600 508-
865-7470

WE’VE MOVED! Husqvarna
lawn tractor, misc. home fur-
nishings, king, queen, twin beds,
lamps, etc. priced to sell! No rea-
sonable offer refused. Call 413-
896-7047 Sturbridge area.

WHITE OUTDOOR PROD-
UCTS SNOWBLOWER. 10hp
Tecumseh, two stage, 30 in.
width. Electric start, well main-
tained! $600.00. 508-347-3775

100 GENERAL

110 NOVENAS

Thank you St. Jude for An-
swered prayers. S.K.

130 YARD SALES

****************
DEADLINE FOR 

YARD SALE
SUBMISSIONS IS 
NOON MONDAY 

FOR ALL 
MASS. WEEKLY 

PAPERS
Deadline subject to

change due to holidays
Call for more info
********************

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

14’ GREAT CANADIAN
CANOE includes 2 clamp-on
chair seats, 2 paddles, 2 life-
vests. Excellent condition. $425
508-885-3017

CANOE - 17’ GRUMMAN
ALUMINUM, flat bottom. Ideal
for fishing and family fun. $850.
Call Sue 860-412-9632

265 FUEL/WOOD

CORD WOOD -  Seasoned,
cut, split,  delivered. $250 a cord.
508-826-3312, 508-344-9214

FIREWOOD: Cut, Split & Deliv-
ered. Green & Seasoned.
Wood Lots Wanted. Call Paul
(508)769-2351

283 PETS

AKC STANDARD POODLE
PUPPIESborn Sept. 20, cream.
UTD on shots & worming. Life-
time genetic guarantees. Presti-
gious bloodlines. Males $1500,
Female $2000. 413-436-7556 
e l yse_hen@msn .com,
www.meadowmtpoodles. wee-
bly.com

TEDDY BEAR SHICHON
PUPPIES - 3 males, 2 females.
Born 8-26-18. Vet checked,
available 11-4-18 $1100. 401-
678-9166 or 401-419-5889 or
860-315-9945

284 LOST & FOUND

PETS

Did you find 
your pet?

Or find a home 
for one?

LET US KNOW!!!
Please call us so that we

can take your ad 
out of the paper...

Town-To-Town
Classifieds

508-909-4111

287 FEED

HAY FOR SALE - $4 a bale
off wagon (pick up only), cash
508-826-3312

298 WANTED TO BUY

ROUTE 169 ANTIQUES:
884 Worcester St., South-
bridge MA. Looking To 
Purchase Antiques And 
Collectibles Single Items Or
Entire Estates. We Buy It All
And Also Do On-Site Estate
Sales And Estate Auction.
We are now accepting deal-
ers for our multi-dealer group
shop. Call Mike Anytime
(774)230-1662.

LEE’S COINS & 
JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ ALL
GOLD & SILVER ITEMS
Specializing in NUMIS-
MATIC  COINS, Bullion
Items, gold & silver of
any form! qualified with
over 30 years experience
& a following of many sat-
isfied customers. We also
sell a nice selection of fine
jewelry, antiques & col-
lectibles. Bring in your
items & see what they’re
worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed.  Honesty
and fairness are our best
policies! Lee’s  Coins &
Jewelry, 239 West Main
Street, East Brookfield
(Route 9 - Panda Garden
Plaza) (508) 637-1236 or
(508)341-6355 (cell)

WANTED: 24’ Pontoon Boat &
trailer (used). Webster area.
617-750-0969

298 WANTED TO BUY

WAR RELICS & WAR 
SOUVENIRSWANTED:WWII
& EARLIER CA$H WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, Daggers, Bay-
onets, Medals, Badges, Flags,
Uniforms, etc. Over 30 Years Ex-
perience. Call David 
1-(508)688-0847. I’ll Come To
YOU!

300 HELP WANTED

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD,
MASS. is accepting applica-
tions for the Water Superinten-
dent/Primary Operator position.
Applicants must possess a high
school diploma or GED, with
college credits in the environ-
mental studies preferred. Work
experience in Public Water Sup-
ply is required, with supervisory
experience desirable. Appli-
cants must have a minimum,
MA DEP Grade 1Distribution
and Grade 1 Treatment Drink-
ing Water License. Responsibil-
ities of this position include, the
operation, oversight, and legal
compliance of all functions and
activities associated with the op-
eration of the Town of Brookfield
Public Water Supply system.
Must have a general proficiency
with computer skills including
word processing, excel and
file/data management. Class B
CDL and hoisting/hydraulics li-
censes are desirable. The Su-
perintendent will be hired as full
time (40 hr/wk) Town employee.
Starting salary will be in accor-
dance with the Town wage
scale and will be commensurate
experience. The Town of Brook-
field is an equal opportunity
(EOE) employer. Job descrip-
tion and posting is available at
the Water Department, Brook-
field Town Hall, and 6 Central St
Brookfield, MA 01506. The
Town of Brookfield, Brookfield
Water Commissioners, 6 Cen-
tral Street Brookfield, MA 01506
request receipt of resumes and
applications by 12/18/2018. Re-
view of applications will com-
mence on 12/19/ 2018. The po-
sition will remain open until filled.
Contact the Brookfield Water
Department @ 508-867-2930 x
17 and/or Don Taft, Chairman of
Water Commissioners @ 508-
274-9492 for additional informa-
tion.

310 GENERAL HELP

WANTED

DIESEL EQUIPMENT TECH-
NICIANAhearn Equipment Inc.
is an agricultural and construc-
tion equipment dealership. We
are seeking a fulltime position for
a Diesel Service Technician to
join our team. 3 years’ experi-
ence is must. Competitive
wages and a full benefit pack-
age is included. Resumes can
be sent to Human Resources,
Carrie Girard at cgirard@
ahearnequipment.com or
dropped off at 460 Main St.
Spencer, Massachusetts. For
further questions you can call
508.885.7085, Ext. 104

FOSTER PARENTS 
WANTED: Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout Central
MA To Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need. 24/7
Support. Generous Reim-
bursement. $1000 Sign-On 
Bonus. Call For Details. 
Devereux Therapeutic Fos-
ter Care. (508)829-6769

Local
News

FOUND HERE!

PIANO MOVERS
WANTED:
Fresh Start: 774-745-0590.
Must have valid driver’s license.
The Lord is my strength and my
song!

311 PART-TIME

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED We are
looking for non-emergency
medical drivers to work in the
Boston/Lowell area. We have
hours available all day Monday
through Sunday. Please come
in and fill out an application M-
F,10-3pm @ 217 Main St., Ox-
ford, MA

313 CLERICAL

The Town of Dudley is seek-
ing a Board of Health Clerk.  The
Clerk position will provide ad-
ministrative support to the Board
of Health Agent and the mem-
bers of the Board of Health to
ensure compliance with applic-
able state and federal laws and
regulations.  The position is part-
time, 19 hours per week, but
may increase.  A copy of the full
job description may be received
by emailing the below address.
Resumes may be submitted to
the Personnel Board: personnel
@dudleyma.gov 
or mailed to Town of Dudley,
Personnel Board, 71 West Main
Street, Dudley, MA  01571

325 PROFESSIONAL

HELP WANTED

BASED IN North Brook-
field: Home Every Night.
Class A Driver And/Or Gen-
eral  Mechanic For 18-Wheel
Trailer Trucks

******************
Contact  H.R. Salem Trans-
port, LLC.(800) 262-9081

400 SERVICES

433 CLEANING

HOUSE CLEANING AVAIL-
ABLE Reasonable rates.
Weekly, bi-weekly or monthly
times available. Bonded- Call
Wendy for a FREE estimate at:
774-262-9166

LINDA’S CLEANING SER-
VICE Professional cleaning
with a personal touch! Over
20 years of cleaning experi-
ence. Call Linda 508-341-
7025

442 LICENSED DAY

CARE

*************************
The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Office of Child
Care Services requires that all
ads placed in the  newspaper for
child care (daycare) in your
home include your license num-
ber

454 HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

FURNITURE DOCTOR: Have
your furniture Professionally
restored at Reasonable rates.
Furniture face lifting, painting,
striping to Refinishing, caning and
repairs. ANTIqUE DOCTOR,
Daniel Ross (508)248-9225 or
(860)382-5410. 30 years in
business

500 REAL ESTATE

505 APARTMENTS FOR

RENT

SOUTHBRIDGE Spa-
cious 3 Bedroom
Apartment, Trained Pets
OK, Refrigerator & Stove,
With Balcony, 
Big Pantry $750/ month
First, Last & Security
(617) 733-8172

STURBRIDGE $995, 4
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath,
Main Street Location! Easy
Access to Mass Pike, Walk to
Restaurants and Shopping,
Hot Water & Heat Included,
Non-Smoking, Security De-
posit Required. Please Call
508-347-0810

510 COMMERCIAL/
BUSINESSES

COMMERCIAL, LIGHT IN-
DUSTRIAL & STORAGE
SPACE:  1,000 to 10,000 sq. ft.
facility located in Pomfret, CT.
Call Rose Construction 860-
928-4072 or email rose.con-
struction.snet.net.

546 CEMETERY LOTS

Pine Grove Cemetery,
Whitinsville. Double plot for sale,
lower than the going price.  Yew
Avenue. Call owner 774-602-
8211

WORCESTER COUNTY
MEMORIAL PARK: Garden
of Faith, Paxton, MA. 2 LOTS
FOR SALE. BUY ONE FOR
$2,500. GET 2nd LOT FOR
FREE!! Call Dick. 508-612-9263

576 VACATION

RESOURCES

CAPE COD TIME SHARE
FOR SALE: Edgewater
Beach Resort, 95 Chase Av-
enue, Dennisport, MA 02639
On the water, Studio (Unit
706). Permanent Week 33
(August). Deeded rights.You’ll
own it for a lifetime & can be
passed down to your children
and grandchildren. $5000.
(508)347-3145

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!

TIMESHARE FOR SALE full-
flex week at The Manhattan
Club in New York located
across from Carnegie Hall.
Great buy; illness forces this
sale. Asking $7,000. For details
508-248-5123

Want to Place 
a Classified Ad?

Call 800-536-5836

 

700 AUTOMOTIVE

725 AUTOMOBILES

1971 Chevy Impala Con-
vertible400 2 barrel carb with
89,000 miles, 1 owner, runs
smooth, new top in 2012, ask-
ing $8,000 or best offer 508-
885-6878

1987 BMW 325i Convertible,
red with black leather interior,
153,000 miles and in good con-
dition, no rust, newer top, needs
a tune-up.  $4100 or B/O, Adam
508-735-4413

1988 Mercury Topaz, 73K
miles, one owner, always
garaged, showroom condition,
white, 2 door, 4 cyl., auto, FWD,
PS, PB snows on, driven daily,
best offer. 774-232-0920 or 508-
892-1462 

1998 Mercedes Benz SL500
convertible and removable hard-
top. Red to keep you young!
Perfect condition. $14,000 508-
885-6988

2000 GMC 2500 SIERRA 4-
door cab & 1/2, 4-wheel drive, no
rot, with plow + truck mount
slide-in Fleetwood Alcorn
camper (2001) w/bath, fridge,
a/c, kitchenette. $6300 508-341-
6347

2001 CAD EL DORADO TC
72,000 miles. Must see! $11,000
7 Hartley Street, Webster, Mass. 

2002 BMW 525iA. $3995. Call
Ray for more details. 508-450-
5241

2007 TOYOTA COROLLA S
$3995. Call Ray for more info.
508-450-5241

2008 NISSAN ROGUE S AWD
well-maintained, runs, drives,
everything works well, passed
safety inspection. 126K miles.
Very solid in snow. Black interior,
brand-new brake pads, front &
back. $4400 774-232-9310

2010 MAZDA M3 iSV. $6800.
Call Ray 508-450-5241

2011 SUBARU OUTBACK -
136,000 miles, great shape, reg-
ular maintenance, roof rack,
trailer hitch, back-up camera.
$7500. 508-688-7666

2012 TOYOTA RAV4- 79,000
miles. Well-maintained, 3rd row
seats, black, one-owner.
$11,000. 508-688-7666

F250 work truck, 2012, RWD,
71K, equipped with aluminum
flatbed with fold-down sides. Re-
cent brakes, battery, ac com-
pressor, tires, 10 ply. Ready to
work. 10,000 GVW. $17,000
508-943-1941 or 508-320-2765

RED 1971 MUSTANG MACH
1 in good condition. 302 engine
with automatic transmission.
Lots of new parts. Call Eric at
508-987-2628. Serious buyers
only.

740 MOTORCYCLES
1991 HARLEY DRESSER:
55,000 Miles. Runs Great!
$4,500 or Will Trade for Car  of
Equal Value. BASS BOAT
16 1/2ft LUND Very Good Con-
dition! MANY EXTRAS $3,750
O.B.O. Call for Info (508) 943-
5797, Cell (508) 353-9722

2002 HARLEY DAVIDSON
ELECTRA-GLIDE FLHT
38,340 miles, asking $6,000
508-277-8745

2005 YAMAHA V-STAR 1100
CLASSIC, PEARL-WHITEHas
all options- hardbags, wind-
shield, custom seats/exhaust,
backrest, floor-boards. 20,000
well-maintained miles. Great
looking & performing bike.
$3500 OBO 774-289-4550

BMW MOTORCYCLE, rare
K75 (4-stroke in-line 3 cyl
motor), 1995. Mileage 10,800
(tires have about 1K wear)
color: silver (#705). Asking
$5,200. Accessories: 3rd gen-
eration saddlebags with keys
and insert bags, tail rack,
Monoshock upgraded to YSS
dialed to 250 lbs. Adjustable -
all documents. Original toolset
and bike manual. OEM wind-
shield, Corbin low seat, Trickle
charger, heated handgrips.
This bike was stored in a
garage for many years and is
in like-new condition. Cruises
between 60-80 with no effort
and accelerates 0 to 60 in 4.5
seconds. A true 3-season
miler! 
508-943-1790 or 
ndc0001@charter.net

745 RECREATIONAL

VEHICLES

2007 TRAVEL WILD RV Auto,
White, ONLY $8,995. Herb
Chambers Toyota of Auburn,
809 Washington Street, Auburn,
MA (877) 906-1649

2016 RIVERSIDE TRAVEL
TRAILER RETRO WHITEWA-
TER MODEL 195 bought new,
used twice in new condition w/
extras; must give up camping.
Asking $13,900 860-779-3561

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

5TH -WHEEL HITCH, 1 yr old,
for Chevy or GMC, $700, Chevy
5th-Wheel tailgate, good condi-
tion $200, 5 trailer tires 235/
80/16R on mag wheels, like new
$800 Marc 508-847-7542

760 VANS/TRUCKS
2006 Ford E150 Van, good
condition. 65,952 miles, $3,300
Call 508-765-4738 x 322

765 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
1997 BOBCAT 763 skid steer
loader in great condition. 1800
hours, 46hp. Auxiliary hydraulics
$2100. 617-706-6736

Call or email Stonebridge Press today 
 508-909-4105 or 

photos@stonebridgepress.com
You can also download your  

photo reprint form at 
www.StonebridgePress.com

Picture This...
Photo Reprints Available 

From All Of Our Publications

Options & Prices
Digital Copy (emailed)   $5.00
4” x 6” Glossy Print   $5.00
8.5” x 11” Glossy Print   $10.00
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Most Needed Items:
Dog Food 
Cat Food
Cleaning Supplies
Pet Toys
Clean Towels (new & used)
Paper Towels
Trash Bags
Laundry Soap & Bleach

You GIVE, We GIVE 

Join Our Family of  SATISFIED Customers!

Help Us Help Our Friends At 
Second Chance 

Animal Services

Call TODAY! 508-784-1112 
www.KubalaHome.com

Valid on Sunrise, Essentials and Signet Products. Four Window Minimum. Subject to Credit Approval. *Save 1% Off Your Order Per Item Donated.  
Maximum Discount 10%, up to $1000.  New Orders Only. Offer May Not Be Combined with Any Other Offers, or Previously Quoted and/or Purchased Orders.  

All Property Owners Must Be Present to Qualify for Donation/Discount Offer. Offer expires 12/31/18.

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

…And We’ll
Save You 

               $$$

Schedule an Estimate in December
and for Every Item Donated We Will Take 
1% OFF Your Project Up To 10%*

18 Months 0% Interest 
Quote Good for One Year

Ralph & Teddy Kubala
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140 Worcester Rd. (Rt. 122), Barre, MA • 800.424.6343
HigginsEnergy.com • Open 6 days, Monday - Saturday

SAVE $100 
On Harman Products

Offer ends 11/30/18

Higgins Energy Alternatives,  
bringing you 43 years 
of top quality brands 

and service!
• Quality Pellets In Stock

• Professional Installation  
& Service

43 YEARS

44 Everett Street,  Southbridge, MA
508.764.4600

Monday-Friday 8:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday 8:00am - 12:00pm

Don’t Have Insurance?
Southbridge Dental Care, the office of James 

Park, D.M.D. is offering the Loyalty Membership 
Plan to patients without insurance. 

Please call or stop by the office and we will be 
happy to answer your questions.

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Call or stop by for more details. 
Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Enjoy Time With Your Family and Let Us Do The Cooking For You

Complete Dinners* $94.95 plus tax
Please call Hearthstone Market 508-347-7077

 Feeds 8 to 10 people 

CHRISTMAS  
DINNERS TO GO  

FROM  
HEARTHSTONE MARKET

ENTRÉE’S (choice of one)
Thick Sliced Roast Turkey Breast with 
Seasoned Stuffing & Gravy and Cran-

berry Sauce
Sliced Baked Ham with Pineapple Sauce
Roast Stuffed Pork Loin with Cranber-

ry-Apple Stuffing & Gravy
Chicken Pot Pie with Cranberry Sauce
Baked Lobster Stuffed Haddock Casse-

role (add $20.00)
~ AND ~

SIDES (choice of one)
Fresh Mashed Potatoes

Rice Pilaf
Oven Roasted Potatoes

Seasoned Sweet Potatoes
~ AND ~

SIDES (choice of one)
Fresh Butternut Squash

Broccoli & Cauliflower in Butter Sauce
Carrots in Butter

Seasoned Green String Beans
Buttered Corn

~ AND ~
DESERTS (choice of one)

Pumpkin Cream Pie
Mixed Fruit Pie

Chocolate Cream Pie
Pumpkin Pie

Pecan Pie
Lemon Meringue Pie

Apple Pie

* All dinners include: 12 Dinner Rolls & 
Butter and Pint of Gravy 

Extras available of all selections listed 
above. Please call for pricing.

All meals are prepared & ready for your oven.

Orders can be picked up on MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 24 from 10am to 4pm.
ALL ORDERS MUST BE PRE-PAID  

BEFORE PICK-UP
Please place all orders NO LATER than 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, @ Noon. 

Thank You!

We wish you a happy and safe holiday season!
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Holiday Food

Christmas morning is an exciting and 
joyous time for families. Children are 
anxious to rush downstairs and see 
what Santa has left under the tree, and 
parents are eager to see the looks on 
youngsters’ happy faces. 

Having a fast and easy breakfast at 
the ready on Christmas morning allows 
families to jump right into the festiv-
ities rather than spending too much 
time in the kitchen. 

This recipe for “Spiced Yogurt 
Muffins,” courtesy of the National Dairy 
Council, Dannon and McCormick, can 
be made in advance and then enjoyed 
while peeking into Christmas stockings 
or watching holiday parades on televi-
sion. This big-batch recipe is ideal for 
feeding a houseful of overnight holiday 
guests. Or it can be prepared in advance 
and doled out as needed throughout the 
week. The muffins also can be made as 
a treat for holiday office luncheons. Cut 
the recipe in half for smaller yields.

SPICED YOGURT MUFFINS

(Yield: 50 servings)

61⁄2  cups Dannon plain fat-free 
Greek yogurt

4  cups water, room temperature
1  box (5 lbs) Gold Medal® Muffin 

Mix, Whole Grain Variety
3  tablespoons McCormick pump-

kin pie spice
2  tablespoons McCormick 
Chipotle cinnamon

Combine yogurt and water in mixing 
bowl. Whisk until blended. Set aside.

Add spices to dry muffin mix in a 
large bowl. Add yogurt and water mix-
ture to the muffin mixture. Mix until 
just blended. Don’t overmix.

Using a scoop, portion into greased 
or lined muffin pans. Bake at 350 F for 
24 minutes, or 17 to 20 minutes in a con-
vection oven, until the tops are golden 
brown.

Easy Christmas  
morning breakfast

Make-ahead muffins can be a quick breakfast that’s perfect for Christmas mornings at home.

Gingerbread is a broad 
term that can describe 
anything from a firm and 
crispy cookie to a moist, 
soft cake. Traditionally, 
gingerbread is seasoned 
with ginger, cloves, nut-
meg, and other aromat-
ic spices. Molasses and 
brown sugar counteract 
the spice with sweet-
ness. North Americans 
have been baking ginger-
bread in various shapes 
or forms for more than 
200 years, and the reci-
pes even pre-date the 
American revolution. 
However, gingerbread 

dates back even further 
to the Shakespearean 
era, with The Bard hav-
ing mentioned it in one of 
his plays. Gingerbread’s 
name can be trace to 
medieval England and 
once referred to any 
kind of preserved gin-
ger. The term went on 
to reference ginger-fla-
vored cakes in the 15th 
century, and gingerbread 
eventually became popu-
lar throughout the world. 
Even though gingerbread 
cakes and cookies have 
been made for centuries, 
Germans are often cred-

ited with creating ginger-
bread houses, according 
to Smithsonian. They 
were probably modeled 
after the witch’s candy 
cottage in the German 
fairy tale, “Hansel and 
Gretel.” Even though 
gingerbread can be made 
any time of year, it is par-
ticularly associated with 
the Christmas season, 
with gingerbread men 
and other fanciful shapes 
turning up on cookie plat-
ters. 

Gingerbread goodness 

 Christmas celebrants 
participate in many dif-
ferent traditions year 
after year, but some may 
not fully understand the 
meaning behind such 
activities. A Christian 
holiday, Christmas did 
not originate with all 
activities centralized to 
the church. In fact, many 
of the traditions people 
hold dear have pagan 
roots, which were adapt-
ed as Christmas celebra-
tions evolved.

People who hang mis-
tletoe in doorways may 
be surprised to learn that 
this tradition dates back 
to the ancient Druids. 
The Druids believed mis-
tletoe possessed mystical 
powers that brought good 
luck to the household and 
warded off evil spirits. 

Evergreen trees are 
now associated with 
Christmas trees, but 
evergreen boughs were 
once used to decorate 
homes during the win-
ter solstice to help peo-
ple envision the spring 
to come. Christians often 
look at evergreen trees 
as a sign of everlasting 
life and their relationship 
with God. 

However, while many 
Christmas traditions con-
tinue to be an integral 
part of annual celebra-
tions, there are some cus-
toms that have fallen out 
of favor. Although these 
traditions may no longer 
be widely practiced, any-
one can revive them and 
make them part of their 
holiday celebrations.

Wassailing is a custom 
that has ancient origins 
and is not as popular 
today as it once was. 
“Wassail” comes from 
the Ango-Saxon phrase 
“waes hael,” which 
means, “good health.” 
Wassail is a drink made 

of mulled ale, spices 
and other ingredients. 
To go wassailing meant 
to travel door-to-door 
singing and offering 
a drink from a wassail 
bowl in exchange for 
gifts. Wassailing has 
been mentioned in cer-
tain Christmas carols, 
including “We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas.” 

Largely an English tra-
dition, wassailing was 
brought to America by 

British settlers. January 
17th, the old Twelfth 
Night, is the tradition-
al date for wassailing. 
Although wassailing has 
largely fallen by the way-
side, increased interest 
in ales and craft brew-
ing may help revitalize 
this Christmas tradition, 
which can inspire com-
munity spirit.

Gifting with fruit cake 
is another tradition that 
has been much maligned 

and does not enjoy the 
same popularity that it 
once did. Fruit cake is a 
cake made with chopped 
candied fruit, nuts and 
spices and is occasionally 
soaked in spirits. Fruit 
cakes have been enjoyed 
all over the world, but 
Americans may never 
have embraced the 
Christmas fruit cake tra-
dition as much as those 
from other countries. 
However, with the right 

recipe and an open mind, 
it may be possible to res-
urrect the fruit cake tra-
dition once again.

Mummers plays are 
another British tradition 
that arrived in North 
America with settlers 
but has largely fallen by 
the wayside. Mummers 
plays involved miming 
folk dramas, and the 
plays were common-
place around the holiday 
season. Celebrants may 

want to research such 
dramas and include them 
in this year’s festivities 
to liven up celebrations 
even more.

Traditions passed 
on through the years 
help make Christmas a 
favorite time of celebra-
tion. People may want to 
explore the less popular 
traditions today and once 
again make them inter-
esting parts of this year’s 
festivities.

Wassail is an ancient spirited beverage that was brought house-to-house with the goal of spreading Christmas cheer.

Revisit lesser-known Christmas traditions
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Holiday Food

Winter entertaining need not end 
once Christmas and New Year’s Day 
have come and gone. Getting together 
with friends and family is still possible 
even if the weather outside is frightful. 
When Mother Nature takes a chilly 
turn, those who don’t want the party 
can consider the following entertaining 
ideas.

• Indulge in sweet treats. Comfort 
foods can make even the most blustery 
winds easier to tolerate. Invite people 
over for a dessert party. At a dessert 
pot luck party, everyone brings along a 
favorite decadent dessert, from molten 
lava chocolate cake to warm bread pud-
ding. Serve alongside tea, coffee and hot 
chocolate. Adults can enjoy the added 
punch of spiked beverages, which can 
warm everyone up instantly.

• Host a “snowed in” party. Spending 
a day cooped up inside when the roads 
are covered in snow might not be your 
idea of fun, but invite a mix of friends 
and neighbors who live nearby over, 
and this impromptu party can make 
the cabin fever disappear. Ask guests to 
bring one food item or beverage. Light 
a fire in the fireplace and set out some 
cozy throw blankets. If possible, invite 
everyone outdoors to build a snowman.

• Get physical. Get physically active 

with friends or family members by stag-
ing mock Olympic events in the yard. 
These can be fun “sports” created by 
participants or variations on fun win-
ter activities. Sledding races, snowball 
dodging contests, ice skating obstacle 
courses, and much more can make for 
an entertaining afternoon.

• Get cooking. Cooking can certainly 
pass the time, and it can be even more 
enjoyable when done in the company 
of others. Send out an invitation for 
friends to stop by for a meal or plan a 
meal prep party. 

• Host a movie marathon. Handpick 
some favorite films and invite everyone 
over for a movie marathon. Fill the 
family room, home theater room or liv-
ing room to capacity and host a group 
for a film fest. If space permits, set up 
one room with a children’s movie for 
youngsters, while the adults retire to 
another room for movies that are more 
their speed. A buffet table set up with 
assorted snacks will help keep bellies 
full while guests watch some favorite 
flicks.

Winter days and nights are ripe for 
entertaining possibilities. These events 
help squash the cabin fever that can 
sometimes develop during the colder 
times of year.

Coffee enjoyed with a group of friends can warm hearts on cold winter days.

Comfortable winter 
entertaining ideas 

With so much to do, 
it can be easy for people 
celebrating the holiday 
season to forget about the 
environment. But no mat-
ter how hectic the holi-
day season can be, there 
are always some simple 
opportunities to make it 
more eco-friendly.

• Create an eco-friend-
ly party theme. Many 
holiday parties have 
themes. For example, 
“ugly sweater parties” 
have become so popular 
that many clothing man-
ufacturers now inten-
tionally produce color-
ful sweaters that might 
otherwise draw the ire of 
fashionistas. Hosts plan-
ning to throw an ugly 
sweater party can easily 
transform such festivi-
ties into something more 
eco-friendly by encour-
aging guests to purchase 
their sweaters from thrift 
stores. A Christmas tree 
planting party is anoth-
er eco-friendly party 
theme that can bene-
fit the planet and revi-
talize local forests at a 
time of year when they 
might be depleted due to 
the demand for natural 
Christmas trees.

• Serve locally sourced 
foods. Food is often 
front and center during 
the holiday season. 
Whether hosting fami-
ly and friends at home, 
dining out or catering an 
office party, patronize 
businesses that sell only 
locally sourced foods. 
Locally sourced foods are 
much more eco-friendly 
than foods that must be 
shipped from afar before 
they land on your din-
ner table, and such foods 
tend to taste fresh as well. 
If serving at home, use 
reusable dishware and 
cutlery instead of paper 
plates and plastic uten-
sils.

• Reuse decora-
tions year after year. 
Decorations need not be 
discarded once the hol-

iday season ends. Come 
the new year, inspect 
holiday decorations and 
store those that made 
it through the season 
unscathed. Doing so ben-
efits the planet and will 
save you the trouble of 
shopping for new deco-
rations next holiday sea-
son.

• Get rid of your old 
holiday lights. Still using 
the same Christmas 
lights you used in 1995? 
Such lights are likely 
incandescent bulbs that 
are considerably less 
efficient than today’s 

LED Christmas lights. 
The Office of Energy 
Efficiency & Renewable 
Energy notes that LED 
lights consume 75 per-
cent less energy and last 
25 times longer than 
incandescent lighting. In 
addition, the OEERE says 
that LED holiday lights 
are easier to install and 
that as many as 25 strings 
of lights can be connected 
end-to-end without over-
loading a wall socket.

An eco-friendly holiday 
season is easier to realize 
than many holiday cele-
brants may know. 

How to make the holiday 
season more eco-friendly 

Serving only locally sourced foods at your holiday party is one 
way to keep the festivities eco-friendly.

Families big and small 
typically celebrate the 
holiday season together. 
For some, celebrating 
the holidays with family 
requires traveling, while 
others stay put and wel-
come family and friends 
into their homes. 

At some point during 
the holiday season, cele-
brants who host family 
and friends will no doubt 
prepare a homecooked 
meal for their loved ones. 
Cooking for a crowd can 
seem like a daunting 
task, especially for first-
time hosts. However, 
there are various ways 
for hosts to simplify cook-
ing for a crowd this holi-
day season.

1. PREPARE A 
FAMILIAR DISH. 

Hosts may agonize over 
their holiday menus, and 
some may feel compelled 
to prepare a family spe-
cialty or the same dishes 
their parents or grand-
parents prepared for 
holiday dinners when 
they were children. But 
holiday hosts can make 
things easy on them-
selves by choosing dish-
es they’ve made in the 
past, regardless of their 
place in family history. 
Chances are the ingredi-
ents for hosts’ own spe-
cialties are already in the 
pantry, saving a poten-
tially time-consuming 
trip to the grocery store. 
And thanks to the famil-
iarity factor, hosts’ own 
specialties likely won’t 
require as much time to 
prepare.

2. SHARE SOME 
COOKING DUTIES. 

Another way to simpli-
fy cooking for a crowd is 
to invite guests to bring 
along a side dish or des-
sert. Guests who live 
nearby can make some-
thing in advance of the 
big meal, while hosts can 
hand over their kitchens 
to overnight guests who 

express a willingness 
to contribute their own 
homecooked dish to the 
party. Sharing the cook-
ing duties gives hosts 
more time to connect 
with friends and fami-
ly and serves as a great 
way to plan the menu in 
advance.

3. ONLY MAKE 

WHAT GUESTS ARE 
LIKELY TO EAT. 

Hosts also should not 
feel pressured to cook 
more food than is neces-
sary. Holiday meals have 
a tendency to be lavish, 
but hosts don’t have to 
spend all day in the kitch-
en preparing food that 
will likely end up as left-
overs or trash. Get a final 

headcount in the days 
before everyone comes 
over and adjust your rec-
ipes accordingly.

4. START EARLY. 

If the big is on 
Christmas Day, that does 
not mean hosts have 
to start cooking while 
everyone unwraps their 
presents. Hosts who are 

uncertain about what to 
cook can look for meals 
that can be prepared in 
advance so come the big 
day all they need to do is 
turn on the oven and let 
meals cook while the fam-
ily spends time together.

Hosts can employ var-
ious strategies to simpli-
fy the process of cooking 
for a crowd this holiday 
season. 

4 tips to simplify cooking for a crowd this holiday season
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Locally Grown

CHRISTMAS TREES

Morse Tree Farm ~ at the Lumber Yard
994 North Woodstock Rd. (Rte 169 South)

Southbridge • 508-764.3231
www.morse-lumber.com

Starting
November 23, 2018

8am-6pm 
7 Days-A-Week

Fresh Cut or  
Cut Your Own!

Fir, Balsam, Concolor, Fraser, 
and Grand Spruce, Blue, 
 Black Hills , and White

Find Your Best Night’s Sleep Today!

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

www.sundeenfurniture.com

Sundeen Furniture
241 Providence Rd., Whitinsville MA 01588 / 508-234-8777

FREE DELIVERY / FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE
Mon Tues Wed 9:30-6:00 / Thur Fri 9:30-8:00 / Sat 9:30-6:00 / Sun 11-5

Sealy Response

Cushion Firm

Queen mattress only

$499

Carrington Chase

Plush EuroTop

Queen mattress only

$599

Sealy Response

Firm or Pillowtop

Queen mattress only

$799

Upgrade to an

Adjustable Base

SPECIAL SAVINGS

Sealy Response

Firm or Plush

Queen mattress only

$299

Shopping All Day?
Save yourself some time, Let us do the cooking!

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

15% 
OFF

purchases of $20 or more  
(must present this coupon) 

Exp. 12/16/18

NOW OFFERING COMPLETE CHRISTMAS DINNERS
Call or stop by for more details. 

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Home Heating Oil
24 Hour Emergency Service

Celebrating 40 YearsFamily Owned & Operated

BUDGET PLANS • AUTOMATIC DELIVERIES
Complete Heating Systems

Sales / Service / Installation
508.728.6006 • 508.839.4141

287 North MaiN St., Uxbridge Ma 
“Providing Quality Sales & Service to Southern Worcester County  

and the Blackstone Valley Since 1978”

• www.hellenfuelscorp.com
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