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BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Junior Abigail 
Bernabei raced out to a hot 
start this year for the Leicester 
High School cross-country 
team.

Bernabei was the top indi-
vidual finisher in each of her 
first two meets of the season. 
Even though her team came 
up short overall in the match-
ups against Tantasqua and 
Grafton, Bernabei secured 
first place in both races while 
setting a new personal best in 
each contest.

LHS cross-country and track 
Coach Norman Everett said 
Bernabei has made significant 
improvements over the last few 
years. Local athletes have been 
training hard despite the chal-
lenges presented by COVID-19 
since 2020, and LHS coaches 
are thrilled with Bernabei’s 

hot start in 2021.
Also a member of the LHS 

track team, Bernabei has 
climbed to the top of the LHS 
running program. During her 
first cross-country meet on 
Sept. 8, she finished the three-
mile course in 22:43, followed 
by a 22:26 performance on 
Sept. 15 against Grafton. Both 
of these times marked new 
personal bests in consecutive 
weeks.

“She has always done well 
working off of other runners 
on the team to better her per-
formances. This year, she has 
excelled at running well on her 
own,” Coach Everett said. “As 
a result, she has dropped her 
times by about a minute and 
a half on the Leicester home 
three-mile course.”

Bernabei’s early season suc-
cess follows a summer of hard 
work and dedication. After 

focusing on several details of 
her game in training, she has 
taken major strides away from 
the track and come back ready 
to dominate.

“I spent more time over this 
summer training and going on 
free runs around Leicester,” 
said Bernabei, who joined the 
cross-country team as a sixth 
grader. “I have also tried to 
focus more on my running 
form this season and make 
sure I take time off to rest and 
recover.”

Coaches praise Bernabei 
for her hard work and com-
mitment to improvement over 
the years. She has twice been 
selected as a regional first team 
all-star.

“She has an excellent over-
all work ethic,” Everett said. 
“Over the years, she has par-

Please Read XXX, page A4

Leicester resident 
honored by 
Patriots for 

community service
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – The New 
England Patriots recently hon-
ored some of the region’s most 
valuable players in community 
service, including Leicester’s 
Deborah Antanavica.

Serving as the president of 
the Hearts for Heat Leicester 
chapter – in addition to her 
role as secretary for Deja New 
– Antanavica is always active 
in service across town. Last 
month, her efforts were rec-
ognized by the Patriots with 
the organization’s Difference 
Maker of the Week Award, 
which is being presented to 17 
volunteers throughout the 2021 
football season.

Led by the Kraft family and 
the New England Patriots 
Foundation, the weekly award 
program is celebrating hon-
orees who support nonprofit 
organizations throughout New 
England. 

“We are excited to once again 
recognize local volunteers with 
our Patriots Difference Maker 
of the Week Award,” said Josh 
Kraft, the president of the New 
England Patriots Foundation. 
“Each of these honorees has 
their own unique story of 
community service, and we 
are proud to shine a light on 
the tremendous work they 
are doing. We would like to 
thank all of this year’s Patriots 
Difference Makers for helping 

to build stronger New England 
communities.”

Antanavica, who lives in 
Cherry Valley, was selected for 
the award based on her com-
mitment to Deja New in town. 
As part of this recognition, 
the Kraft family and the New 
England Patriots Foundation 
will make a $5,000 donation to 
support the nonprofit.

Deja New-Leicester is 
a volunteer-run nonprof-
it organization dedicated to 

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

SPENCER — Although North 
Brookfield High has employed 
a field hockey program for 
decades and Bay Path Regional 
is in its infancy stage, the two 
teams are in similar positions 
in terms of working with many 
younger players and improv-
ing as the season rolls on.

“I like the number of kids 
we have,” Indians’ head coach 
Shiela LeBlanc said of the 19 
players on her roster.

North Brookfield, which 
defeated the Minutemen 

4-0 in the varsity game on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, doesn’t 
have a full junior varsity team, 
but instead has many players 
compete in both games. The 
Indians and Bay Path played 
a 7-on-7 JV game following the 
rain-soaked varsity contest.

For LeBlanc, she wants as 
many JV games as possible to 
take place.

“Six kids out on this field 
out of the seven are brand 
new, have never touched a 
ball before this fall,” she while 
watching the junior varsity 
game. “They are brand new to 

the sport. We have half and half 
of experienced and not. You’ve 
got to try and find a way to 
mesh it.”

Similarly, Bay Path is expe-
riencing many athletes playing 
the sport for the first time.

“I want to say 65 percent 
of the girls have never held a 
stick before tryouts this year. 
We have very few returning 
that have played,” said Joanna 
Gogan, head coach of the 
Minutemen. “Of those that are 
returning, I think we have four 

LHS junior delivers dominant performance in cross country
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Leicester High School junior Abigail Bernabei has started the year with 
consecutive dominant performances.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Voters last 
week delivered the final 
authorization needed to 
complete the town’s acqui-
sition of the former Becker 
College property.

At the Sept. 21 Special 
Election, residents voted 
1,222-205 in favor of a $19.9 
million debt exclusion 
request for the acquisition 
of the property.

The vote came one week 
after Special Town Meeting 
voters secured the first 
approval needed for the 
acquisition to move forward 
(546-52 in favor of acquiring 
the Becker campus). 

The town will now pro-
ceed with the acquisition 
of all Becker landholdings, 
officials said.

“I think it’s a historic vote 
the residents of Leicester 
made,” said Selectman 
John Shocik. “How many 
other communities have 
had the chance to buy a 
college campus to bene-
fit their town?  With both 
overwhelming votes to buy 
Becker, the town has the 
opportunity to control the 
destiny of the historical dis-
trict of the town, along with 
fulfilling the needs of some 
of the other town depart-

Voters authorize 
purchase of 

Becker campus
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From left, Leicester Selectmen Allen Phillips, Rick Antanavica, and 
Herb Duggan, Jr., celebrate the town’s acquisition of the former 
Becker College campus.  Missing are Select Board members John 
Shocik and Dianna Provencher. Please Read BECKER, page A18
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Leicester’s Deborah Antanavica 
was recently selected as a 2021 
Patriots Difference Maker of the 
Week recipient.

Two young programs on the 
rise as North Brookfield 

defeats Bay Path

Please Read NORTH BROOKFIELD, page A4

Please Read ANTANAVICA, page A17

Photos Nick Ethier

North Brookfield’s Kelly 
Daige follows through 
with her stick after 
whacking the ball down 
the field.
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NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
North Brookfield Savings 
Bank is pleased to announce 
the hire of three new Customer 
Experience Associates to its 
Retail Department, Brandi 
Sagendorph Matthew Kile and 
Jon Midwood. 

“We are pleased to welcome 
Brandi, Matthew and John to 
our team. We look forward to 
watching them grow and con-
tribute to their new roles,” said 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
President, Marco Bernasconi. 
“They are highly skilled and are 
committed to providing valu-
able support and service while 
contributing to the Bank’s over-
all success. I know they will be 
great assets to our Team and 
our customers.”

At North Brookfield Savings 
Bank we pride ourselves on 
unconventional, out-of-the-box 
hiring.  We do not simply hire 
those with experience, we hire 
those who will add to our cul-
ture and offer unique perspec-
tives to the banking process 
and experience. People from 
all walks of life bring different 
experiences with them and that 
combined with our current staff 
really creates a diverse work-
place. As we are fond of hiring 
from within, and as we have 
seen, an employee hired as a 
teller, with interest and hard 
work can learn any specific 
bank department function and 

create a path to that goal with 
the support that is needed to get 
there.  We call it, A Culture of 
Promoting from Within.

Brandi Sagendorph, of West 
Brookfield, has been hired as a 
Customer Experience Associate 
for North Brookfield Savings 
Bank. She will be responsible 
for providing our customers 
with the tools and guidance 
needed to guide them to finan-
cial success.

Sagendorph comes most 
recently CVS where she was a 
Pharmacy Technician.  There, 
she handled cash transactions, 
filled prescriptions, and veri-
fied correctness.  She had great 
responsibility in maintaining 
ethical and procedural stan-
dards of medicine and dispens-
ing.  She most enjoyed building 
strong relationships with cus-
tomers and cultivating custom-
er loyalty.

Before her work at CVS, she 
held various roles at Hilltop 
Equipment and LJ’s Hair Hop 
as both a Receptionist and 
Hairstylist.

She graduated with her 
Associates in Dental Hygiene 
and General Health from 
Quinsigamond Community 
College with honors.  She 
is also local and a high 
school graduate of Quaboag 
Regional High School.

“North Brookfield 
Savings Bank has always 

been a Bank I thought of apply-
ing to because of how they 
treat their employees and their 
customers,” said Sagendorph. 
“I am extremely excited to be 
working with such a motiva-
tional group of people; I believe 
that the Bank has many oppor-
tunities ahead and I cannot wait 
to see what the future holds.”

Matthew Kile, of Bondsville, 
has been hired to join the retail 
team as Customer Experience 
Associate at our Palmer branch. 

Before coming to the Bank, 
Kile held the role of Assistant 
Produce Manager at Big Y in 
West Springfield, where he was 
responsible for ordering, quali-
ty control, inventory, schedule 
writing, stocking, rotating, pro-
viding customer service, train-
ing just to name a few. Prior to 
the produce position, Kile got 
his start at Big Y as a cashier 
and handled cash for customers 
in their transactions back in 
2011. 

Kile currently holds an asso-
ciate degree in Arts and Science. 
In this new role, Matthew will 
be responsible for providing a 
first in class customer experi-
ence.  He will continue to learn 
all Bank policies and proce-

dures to be successful in his 
new role. 

“I am most looking forward to 
the opportunity to learn more 
about my new role. I am eager to 
get to know the financial needs 
of our customers to match them 
with products and services that 
will help them achieve financial 
success and growth.” said Kile. 
“I look forward to conquering 
my new role through various 
training and online courses, 
as well as mentoring from my 
superiors and co-workers so 
that I can begin establishing 
my long-term professional goals 
at North Brookfield Savings 
Bank.”

Jon Midwood, of Ware, has 
been hired to join the retail 
team as a Customer Experience 
Associate at our Three Rivers 
branch. 

Before coming to the Bank, 
Midwood held many unique 
roles.  Holding roles at Key 
Property Management, Klem’s 
and most recently as a fire-
fighter for the Bondsville Fire 
Department. He uses the prob-
lem-solving, quick thinking, 
customer service and organiza-
tional skills to help him in his 
role at NBSB. 

Midwood, A graduate of 
Pathfinder Regional Vocational 
Technical High School, has 
always had a love for banking, 
but never got the opportunity 
to be involved in finance until 
now. As a boy, it was com-
mon for him to accompany his 
mother to work, a banker, who 
planted the seed for his inter-
est in banking.  In this new 
role, Jon will be responsible for 
learning all the facets of being a 
Customer Experience Associate 
including money handling, 
cashing checks, verifying cus-
tomer identity, and of course 
regulatory policies and proce-
dures as well as getting to know 
our customers. 

“I am looking forward to 
learning from the great men-
tors we have here at the Bank, 
as well as others who have 
been here longer than me.” said 
Midwood, “I hope to absorb 
all this added information and 
put it into practice in my daily 
duties at the Three Rivers 
Branch.” “I plan to make my 
mother proud by walking in her 
shoes as a banking profession-
al.”

Individuals tend to learn about dental 
hygiene at an early age. On the recom-
mendation of their children’s pedia-
tricians, parents may begin brushing 
their youngsters’ teeth the moment the 
first tooth breaks through the gums. 
While proper dental hygiene is vital to 
oral health, it also can have a profound 
effect on the rest of the body.

According to the Mayo Clinic, poor 
oral health might contribute to various 
diseases and conditions. Periodontitis 
is a severe yet preventable gum infec-

tion that can lead to tooth loss if left 
untreated. But the threat of periodon-
titis doesn’t end in the mouth. The 
American Academy of Periodontology  
notes there’s a connection between 
periodontitis and several other diseas-
es. While bacteria was long suspected 
to be the link between periodontitis 
and other diseases in the body, the AAP 
notes that recent research points to 
inflammation as the culprit that con-
nects periodontitis with diseases such 
as diabetes and heart disease.

Diabetes
The AAP notes 

that people with dia-

betes are at increased risk for periodon-
tal disease, speculating that diabetes 
patients’ risk is higher because people 
with diabetes are more vulnerable to 
infections than those without diabetes. 
While that suggests periodontal dis-
ease is a byproduct of diabetes, the 
AAP notes that research points to the 
relationship being a two-way street. 
Periodontal disease may make it more 
difficult for people with diabetes to con-
trol their blood sugar, making dental 
hygiene an especially vital component 
of routine healthcare for people with 
diabetes.

Heart disease
The AAP notes 

that research indi-
cates periodontal 
disease increases 
a person’s risk 
for heart disease, 
with the inflam-
mation caused 
by the former 
leading to the lat-
ter. People with 
existing heart 
conditions also 
may find that 
periodontal dis-
ease exacerbates 
those conditions. 
The Mayo Clinic 
notes that the link 
between heart 
disease and peri-
odontal disease is 
not fully under-
stood, but enough 
studies have been 
conducted for sci-
entists to support 
the notion that 
the two are con-
nected.

Can periodontal disease be prevent-
ed?

Periodontal disease is preventable. 
A daily dental hygiene regimen that 
includes brushing after meals, flossing 
at least once per day and swishing with 
mouthwash are some simple, healthy 
habits that can prevent periodontal dis-
ease. In addition, the AAP recommends 
that people at increased risk for peri-
odontal disease, including the elderly 
and smokers, should discuss their risk 
with their dental professionals.

Dental hygiene can do more for indi-
viduals than produce a mouthful of 
pearly white teeth. In fact, people who 
prioritize dental hygiene may lower 
their risks for various diseases.  

Dental hygiene is about more
 than just your teeth
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 We 
Strive For 
Painless
Dentistry

CROWNS • CAPS • BRIDGES 
COMPLETE and PARTIAL DENTURES
NON SURGICAL GUM TREATMENT
ROOT CANAL THERAPY 
SURGICAL SERVICES

BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

               HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS
               All Instruments Fully Sterilized 

              Most Insurances Accepted
Dr. Nasser S. Hanna
Conveniently Located On Route 9 

 (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.)
284 Main St., Spencer 

508-885-5511

Gentle Caring State of the Art 
Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry
Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry

SPENCER
FAMILY DENTAL

New
Patients
Welcome

We now offer In-house Dental Insurance. 
Call for more information!

OCTOBER IS
NATIONAL DENTAL 
HYGIENE MONTH

Visit one of these Professionals to improve your family’s oral health. 

Good dental hygiene is very important to overall good health.

YOUR
TEETH

MATTER

If you have previously been convicted 
of a marijuana/cannabis related o�ense:

You may be eligible 
to have these charges expunged for FREE

Contact Lake Shore Legal, LLC at 508-943-7800 
and speak to attorney Nick Adamopoulos

Expungement Services sponsored by 
208 Worcester Street, LLC Southbridge, MA 01550

Criminal
Expungement
Services

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
announces new hires

Comedy fundraiser planned in 
support of Christmas light display

LEICESTER – The organizers 
of Leicester’s Christmas Display 
invite residents to attend a fund-
raiser that will help brighten 
spirits this holiday season.

Scott Weikel and his wife, 
Denise, draw thousands of 
guests to view their display 
of Christmas lights each year. 
Many guests donate money on 
site, which is then given to local 
charities. 

As one of the largest residen-
tial light displays in the state, 
the setup often attracts over 
3,000 people on some weekends. 
As a result, a police detail is 
required.

“We are a 501(c)3 charity.

Each year, we raise over $13,000 
from the small donation box that 
we put out. All of that money 
goes to local charities, or peo-
ple down on their luck,” Scott 
Weikel wrote. “Because of the 
traffic that we get, we have to 
hire a police detail. The police 
are great, and we could not do it 
without their help.”

To help defray the cost of the 
police detail and ensure that all 
guests can safely enjoy the dis-
play, a comedy fundraiser is set 
for Saturday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m. The 
event will take place at Rascals 
in Worcester (70 James Street).

Entertainers slated to attend 
the event include Chris Goodney; 

Adam Webster from 98.9 Nash 
Icon; and Steve Donovan from 
LITE 105 FM.

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the 
comedy show will start at 7 p.m. 
The event will also include raf-
fles and a cash bar.

Live music from Broken 
Roads will take place after the 
comedy show. There will also be 
light appetizers available from 
Eller’s Restaurant.

Tickets for the program are 
$25 per person.

For more information about 
the event, call Scott at 508-414-
0114. You can also send an email 
to sninefingers@aol.com.
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Piano Tuning 
           Repair&

GLEN STEVENS

508-885-3705

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters 
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Meet Willy.  She chirps and purrs and 
loves belly rubs, too. An extremely sweet, gentle girl who cannot 
get or give enough love. Must be kept inside. She comes from a 
loving home with an elderly woman who recently passed away. 
Willy misses her and their sweet relationship. She must go to a 
gentle home with few occupants as she’s on the shy side. Once 
she acclimates to her new home and mom/dad, her shyness 
will subside, but a busy household such as with other animals 
or with high energy people/kids will prevent her from living her 
best life and giving you all she has to give.

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Name: Willy
Breed: DSH
Sex: Female Age: 5 Yrs

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562
www.cormierspencer.com • 508-885-3385

Looking for a 
perfect match 

to your Engagement ring?
perfect match 

to your Engagement ring?to your Engagement ring?

BUY ONE WEDDING BAND  
GET ONE 50% OFF
Discount on lower priced item. 

Must have coupon at time of purchase.
 Some restrictions apply. Expires 10/30/21

Choose From 
Our In-Stock items or 

Custom Design Options

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street 

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

HOLLY COLLETTE, Spencer, MA

Holly has been a longtime supporter of the Spencer commu-

nity. Years ago she started out working as an EMT for Spencer 

Rescue Squad and has been a dispatcher for the Spencer Police 

Dept. for I believe, over 30 years. Holly also is very involved with 

the Spencer Fish and Game. She is involved with our community 

and our children and spends endless hours doing these jobs and 

organizing many community activities. I feel she deserves to 

be recognized as Person of the Week. Holly does a lot for our 

community “in the background.” As a long time Spencer citizen, 

I appreciate what she does for our community!!

– Submitted by Danielle Gebo

If you would like to nominate a 

PERSON OF THE WEEK, please email your suggestion to 

jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

BINGO
IS BACK!

Knights of Columbus 
 Spencer Senior Center

68 Maple Street, Spencer, MA
 Thursdays @ 6:30 pm

Progressive Games • Prizes $50 and up
Refreshments:

Hot Dogs, Soda & Coffee, Doughnuts

BRING A FRIEND, WIN SOME MONEY, 
& HAVE SOME FUN!!

This feature is for churches, senior centers, libraries, 
or other civic organizations who have 
events coming up. 

Call June at 508-909-4062 or 
email jsima@stonebridgepress.news 
for advertising sizes and prices

Socially Speaking…

�e North Brook�eld Water Department will be �ush-
ing water mains throughout town beginning Monday, 
October 4 through Friday, October 22, 2021.

�e purpose of the �ushing is to remove sediment 
buildup in the mains. �e �ushing may result in tem-
porary discoloration of the water, caused by small par-
ticles dislodged during the �ushing. �is discoloration 
might stain your laundry, especially white materials.  

Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30 AM 
and 3:30 PM. We post our daily �ushing schedule on 
the North Brook�eld Water Department’s Facebook 
page. If you would like additional information, please 
call the Water Department at (508) 867-0207.

Attention North Brook�eld 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN 
FLUSHING

Oct. 4, 2021 through Oct. 22, 2021

David Prouty High School 
Class of 1969…

do you recognize this person? 
If you do and see him, 

wish him a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!!!!

Leicester police chief joins the 
fight against cancer

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Police Chief Kenneth 
Antanavica is asking residents to join 
him and several other local police lead-
ers in the battle against cancer. 

Chief Antanavica is once again tak-
ing part in the Boston Marathon Jimmy 
Fund Walk. As a member of Team Police 
Chiefs, he will join fellow chiefs from 
departments across Massachusetts. The 
event will take place virtually this year 
on Oct. 3.

All proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
Community support is always a major 
factor each year in fundraising, and 
Chief Antanavica has created a dona-
tions webpage through the Jimmy Fund 
site that makes it easy for residents to 
give back.

“When you make a gift to my walk, 
you’re directly supporting Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute’s unique 50-50 balance 
between cutting-edge science and com-
passionate patient care,” read a state-
ment posted on Antanavica’s fundrais-

ing page. “Your support allows Dana-
Farber leaders to enhance programs 
and initiatives that serve pediatric and 
adult patients and their families. My 
family knows the magic that Dana-
Farber performs on a daily basis and 
we fully support this worthy cause.”

Although this year’s event is virtual, 
the chiefs are still expecting to have 
a great experience while raising criti-
cal funds. Antanavica also has sever-
al unforgettable memories from past 
events.

“The first couple of times I participat-
ed, it was in person, and what a great 
time walking through Boston raising 
money for this very worthy cause,” 
Antanavica said.

If you would like to donate to Chief 
Antanavica’s page, visit http://danafar-
ber.jimmyfund.org/goto/Chief_Ken_
Antanavica.

Also participating in the event as 
a member of Team Police Chiefs is 
Michael Shaw, who leads the Webster 
Police Department. He has seen several 
people bravely take the fight to cancer, 

and now he is hoping residents will join 
the battle. 

“I started walking with Team Police 
Chiefs in 2018,” Shaw said. “A big part 
of the reason that I walk is that I know 
several people who are very close to me 
that have benefited from the treatment 
they have received from Dana-Farber. 
One person in particular was Detective 
Cynthia Johnson, who fought ovarian 
courageously for over five years. Cindy 
was a huge supporter of the Jimmy 
Fund, so when I saw this opportunity 
to help raise money for Dana-Farber, 
I jumped on it. The work they do is 
incredible and beneficial to so many 
people in so many ways. I am happy to 
be able to participate.”

For more than 70 years, the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute has served as 
a leader in cancer research and patient 
care, providing the most advanced 
treatments available. To learn more 
about the organization and how you can 
help, visit www.dana-farber.org. 

FCC West Brookfield 
to host 

Blessing of the Animals
WEST BROOKFIELD — On Saturday, 

Oct. 2 at 10 a.m., the First Congregational 
Church of West Brookfield, United 
Church of Christ, will host a Blessing 
of the Animals Service on the W. 
Brookfield Common.

If you are not able to bring your ani-
mal for a blessing, send a picture, your 
name, your pet’s name and any spe-
cial request for a blessing (email: first-
conglwestbrookfield@gmail.com)   We 

mark the Blessing of the Animals on 
the Saturday closest to the Feast of 
St Francis of Assisi Day on Oct 4. St 
Francis died at Portiuncula, Italy on 
October 4, 1226. Rev.  Dr Ann Michele 
Rogers Brigham, Pastor, invites you to 
join with others in our community for 
this special blessing day.  Need more 
info?  Call 508-867-7078.

New student cohort joins 
Lasell University community

NEWTON — Lasell University began 
its fall semester with a fully operation-
al campus, in-person activities, and a 
strong cohort of new students.

Mikayla Bokis of Spencer is majoring 
in fashion merchandising and manage-
ment.

Connor Flynn of Spencer is majoring 
in management.

Lasell, located in Newton, 
Massachusetts, began its fall semester 
with a fully operational campus. New 
and returning students began classes in 
early September. Among the first gath-
erings held was Lasell’s annual U-Belong 
event, a celebration of connectivity, 
inclusivity, and friendship.

For more information contact: 
Samantha Mocle, assistant director of 
communications at smocle@lasell.edu or 
at 617-243-2386.

SPENCER – A worker was injured in 
last week’s explosion and fire at New 
England Metal Services.

On Sept. 24, Spencer Police, Fire, 
and EMS personnel were called to New 
England Metal Services at approximately 
8:30 a.m. The business is located at 57 
Wire Village Rd. in Spencer. 

One employee was burned in the 
incident, police said. The worker was 
transported to UMass Memorial Medical 
Center with non-life-threatening injuries. 

“It appears that the explosion took 
place while the employee was changing a 
fuse, which sparked the explosion,” read 
a statement released by the SPD. 

The State Fire Marshal, OSHA, and 
local inspectional services are investigat-
ing the incident. 

Photo Courtesy

One person was injured following an explosion in Spencer last week.

Employee injured in explosion at 
New England Metal Services
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REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

LEICESTER
$310,000, 1621 Main St, Wall, Lisa, 

and Wall, Kenneth, to Snowflake 
LLC.

$275,000, 375 Stafford St, Monroe, 
Linda C, to Carvalho, Paul S, and 
Carvalho, Karen J.

$207,000, 12 Birchwood Dr, 
Stachelek, Rose L, and US Bank 
NA, to V& J LLC.

$75,000, 380 Pine St, Macleod, 
Norman, and Macleod, Ellen, to 
Mayo, Earl F, and Mayo, Bonnie L.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$359,900, 102 S Main St, Judycki, 

Stephen, to Lussier, Jason H, and 
Lussier, Marian R.

$300,000, 10 Bigelow Rd, 
Schowengerdt, Inga, and 
Schowengerdt, Sonja, to Salo, 
Jannine.

$275,000, 32 Saint John St, Daoust, 
Patrick, and Daoust, Autumn, to 
Pacheco, Jami.

$225,000, 3 Birch St, Anouk 
RT, and Kirchner, Dominic, to 
Anderson, Shannon, and Edwards, 
Zachary.

$225,000, 5 Birch St, Anouk 
RT, and Kirchner, Dominic, to 
Anderson, Shannon, and Edwards, 
Zachary.

$210,000, 276 N Main St, Patchen, 
Catherine A, and Patchen, Damien 
K, to Bixby, Robin A, and Goodick, 
Edward J.

$193,000, 20 Elm St, Santander 
Bank NA, to Waimea Properties 
LLC.

SPENCER
$550,000, 57 Wilson St, Donahue, 

Thomas, and Donahue, Teri, to 
Caras, Benjamin.

$400,000, 118 Charlton Rd, Fisher, 
Michael, and Fisher, Tiffany, to 
Smolen, Timothy M.

$375,000, 3 Norcross Rd, Randall, 
Charles W, to Leanell-Larue, 
Angelique.

$357,500, 10 Holmes St, Martin, 
Charles M, and Martin, Jennifer L, 
to Brown, Leon, and Brown, Paige.

$350,000, 52 Hastings Rd, Mccabe, 
Timothy, and Mccabe, Adrianna M, 
to Humphrey, Brian J.

$212,000, 208 Main St, Pion FT, 
and Levesque, Joyce P, to Jake 
Properties LLC.

$185,000, 8 Crestview Dr #32, 
Baystate Inv Fund LLC, to Duggan, 
Christine A.

$120,000, 1 Dale St, Soponski, 
Dennis R, and Soponski, Brian F, 
to Soponski, Dennis R, and Pereira, 
Marlene.

$83,000, 14 Kingsbury Rd #R25, 
Geselius, Jenny M, to Curtis, 
Joshua G.

WARREN
$90,000, 152 Southbridge Rd 

#2B, 152 Southbridge 2B RT, and 
Brodskaya, Svetlana, to Franco, 
Erica, and Franco, Moyses.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$410,000, 90 Long Hill Rd, Kane, 

Kathleen M, and Knowlton, Craig 
E, to Snay, Jeffrey C, and Snay, 
Patricia A.

$375,111, 152 Pierce Rd, Hill-Stone, 
Mary A, to Roman, Julian E.

$250,000, 15 Pleasant St, Abate, 
Jesse, and Abate, Catherine L, 
to Hawes, Caitlin R, and Bedard, 
Jacob S.

$230,000, 16 Woodside Rd, Turning 
Point Invs LLC, to Bailey, Jason R, 
and Bailey, Erin.

Bay Path’s Casey Levasseur stickhandles the ball before sending a pass over to a hard-
charging Amberlynn Humphrey.

Goalie Natalie Walker of Bay Path kicks aside a North Brookfield scoring opportunity.

that have played 11-on-11 because last 
year the COVID season was 7-on-7.”

Bay Path is also in its first season 
officially being called Bay Path.

“We were in a co-op for two years 
with David Prouty as the host school 
and then this season we switched 
with Bay Path as the host school,” 
said Gogan, although the home games 
are still played at Prouty’s Eugene R. 
Hurley Memorial Athletic Field. “We 
have one David Prouty player left in 
the program. It [the field] just works, 
the only thing that has changed is the 
uniforms.”

North Brookfield earned the win with 
a goal in the first quarter, two more in 

the second frame and a final tally in the 
third quarter.

Sophia Giangrande (Eve Tonks 
assist), Tonks (Angelina Fritze assist), 
Ty Babineau (Kelly Daige assist) and 
Babineau a second time scored the 
Indians’ goals. They also finished with 
15 penalty corner opportunities.

On the other side, Bay Path goalie 
Natalie Walker finished with a strong 
performance and eight saves.

“She keeps us in the games,” Gogan 
said of Walker. “She gets better and 
more confident. It’s not necessarily 
aggressive, but she’s confident in how 
she moves in goal.”

During a recent scoreless tie with 
Worcester Tech, Walker finished with a 
staggering 26 saves.

The Minutemen are 1-5-1 with its win 

coming against Oxford High.
“Our goal this season is to keep our 

score differential low, which we’ve 
been successful with. We’ve been very 
competitive,” said Gogan, who is back 
with a head coaching gig after a nine-
year break following a two-year stint at 
Shepherd Hill Regional.

North Brookfield is now 4-1-2, includ-
ing a scoreless tie with Division 2 

Leominster High, and LeBlanc gave 
credit to both teams for battling through 
the elements.

“It was a tough game both ways. The 
rain is a factor,” she said. “Any field 
hockey game with wet grass is a factor. 
[Bay Path] never quit. We had to put 
our heads back in the game. Credit my 
kids for continuing to fight.”

NORTH BROOKFIELD
continued from page A1

ticipated in a lot of road 
races in Worcester as a 
way to get in some better 
training. The work has 
paid off.”

Bernabei has also 
assumed a leadership 
mantle on a young 
cross-country squad that 
features three middle 

school students. It wasn’t 
long ago that Bernabei 
was in their position as a 
newcomer, and she hopes 
to serve as a role model to 
her younger teammates.

“I hope with the addi-
tion of them, our team 
can continue to grow,” 
Bernabei said of the mid-
dle school runners on 
the squad. “I remember 
when I started the sport 
in sixth grade and look-

ing up to the senior cap-
tains. These types of rela-
tionships – along with the 
laughs at practice – are 
what I enjoy most about 
being a part of this team.”

Personally, Bernabei 
strives to keep improv-
ing her times while also 
focusing on her enjoy-
ment of the sport. 

BERNABEI
continued from page A1

READING
NEWSPAPERS
IS A QUEST 
LIKE NO OTHER
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SPORTS
Bartlett battles through injuries, upends Panthers

BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

WEBSTER — The 
Bartlett High and David 
Prouty Regional boys’ 
varsity soccer teams did 
battle on Monday, Sept. 
27, both hoping to find 
win No. 2 on the season. 
And it was a close, evenly 
played matchup through-
out. But the Indians 
scored in the game’s third 
minute and it proved to 
be enough, as they upend-
ed the Panthers 1-0.

“I think we jumped on 
them early and then we 
were able to kind of lean 
on that lead a little bit 
through the rest of the 
first half,” said Bartlett 
head coach Ryan Renauld 
on what led to the victo-
ry. “They had some great 
buildup chances where 
Art [Sochacki] played 
phenomenal in the back 
and cleaned up a lot of 
things.”

The Indians scored 
when Jaime Cuellar was 
credited with an assist — 
albeit in an odd fashion 
— as the ball caromed 
over to Tom McGonagle, 
who deposited his shot 
from inside the box past 
keeper Dan Blazejewski 
(10 saves) and into the 
back of the net.

“There was a ball that 
was played by Prouty that 
came up to Jaime’s face 
and came down to Tom’s 

foot,” said Renauld.
Ralph Kay, head coach 

of the Panthers, thought 
that the goal came on a 
defensive “breakdown” 
that his team needs to 
“handle better,” but over-
all he was pleased with 
the team defense.

Prouty applied a ton of 
pressure to open the sec-
ond half, routinely testing 
Sochacki at sweeper and 
keeper Ayden Carlson. 

In the first 10 minutes 
of the half, the Panthers 
threw the ball into the 
box. Carlson made 
the save but Prouty’s 
Frander Carillo pounced 
on the rebound. Before 
he could maneuver the 
ball around Carlson 
and shoot into the net, 
Bartlett’s defense cleared 
it out of harm’s way.

Then, with 22 minutes 
to go, Charlie Lascom 

hit a corner kick toward 
teammate Braeden 
Cashman, whose head-
er was targeted at the 
right post but narrowly 
missed.

The Panthers had 
other opportunities, but 
Carlson finished with 11 
saves for his first career 
varsity shutout.

“I thought in the sec-
ond half, [Kay] did a great 
job of making adjust-
ments and changing their 

mindset because they 
came at us and we didn’t 
react well,” Renauld said 
of Prouty’s offensive per-
sistence.

Then, shifting to 
Carlson’s ability in net, 
Renauld had plenty of 
praise.

“He played phenome-
nal in the sense of not 
even necessarily mak-
ing the spectacular save 
but always being in the 
right spot positionally 

and reading the through-
balls to come out so that 
it’s not a defender and 
a forward going at our 
own net,” Renauld said. 
“The future looks bright 
for him.”

Bartlett nearly doubled 
its lead late, but Adam 
Phillips and McGonagle 
both narrowly missed 
goals.

When the final whis-
tle blew, the Indians 
improved to 2-6 following 
a six-game slide to open 
the season.

“We’re getting healthy 
again, and that’s helping. 
Wins cure a lot of frustra-
tion that was building,” 
Renauld said of losing 
four starters in the first 
two games and now rat-
tling off a pair of victo-
ries.

Prouty is now 1-4-1.
“We had plenty of 

chances; we just couldn’t 
put the ball in. We’ve had 
trouble scoring goals,” 
said Kay. “We didn’t 
defend poorly, but we’re 
just struggling getting 
goals.

“The guys will keep 
fighting, they’ll keep 
working and we’ll keep 
trying to get better, and 
that’s all we can do. We’re 
close. We’ve played some 
very good games and 
some very poor games. 
It’s just not all there yet,” 
added Kay.

Photos Nick Ethier

David Prouty’s Jacob Bergeron makes a play on the ball to 
help keep it away from Bartlett’s Jaime Cuellar.

Braeden Cashman of David Prouty sends a free kick down 
the field.

Quaboag football claws past Minutemen
BY DEAN ST. LAURENT
SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — The culture has 
changed in Warren, home of the 
Quaboag Regional varsity football team. 
For the first time in program history, 
the Cougars have gotten off to a 3-0 start.

“Tremendous, I am not going to 
lie. The kids are playing very hard,” 
expressed head coach Dave Shepherd 
with a smile. “We have changed the 
culture; these are kids that we started a 
youth program with that I have coached 
since fourth grade. Now it is starting to 
pay dividends. We used to come to the 
game thinking let’s try and keep it close 
and hang in there, now we are coming 
to games expecting to win, so the cul-
ture has changed. That is big.”

On Friday, Sept. 24, Quaboag con-
trolled the pace of the contest with a 
strong ground and pound approach led 
by senior Alex Worthington and junior 
Brendan Burke to down a young Bay 
Path Regional (1-2) team on the road, 
34-21.

“They’re close, we are right there,” 
explained first-year head coach Cody 
Giampa of Bay Path. “We are playing 
tough with everybody, but we have to 
make tackles and you have to block the 
whole game. We did a good job in the 
first quarter, halfway through the sec-
ond quarter we kind of lost it, but they 
(Quaboag) did a great job on offense 
just pounding us up the middle. Again, 
if you can’t stop that you’re not going 
to win very much, but we are a young 
team we are relying on a lot of younger 
guys to play so know we need to make 
that next step. We are close, we are right 
there and I hope they see that.”

The game started fast, with four 

straight scoring drives, and was neck-
and-neck for the majority of the first 
half. The game was even at 14-all with 
9:07 left in the second quarter. Quaboag 
got both of their scores from senior 
Worthington, on runs of 16 and 44 
yards. Bay Path got a score from junior 
Luke Welton and junior quarterback 
Anthony Catino.

Late in the second quarter is when 
momentum started to shift. Following 
Bay Path’s second scoring drive, 
Quaboag’s offense drove down the field 
but ended up fumbling the ball in the 
red zone. Momentum shifted briefly 
in favor of the Minutemen, but just 
four plays later they were forced to 
punt after a three-and-out. This gave 
the Cougars the opportunity to score 
before halftime and change the course 
of the game.

That is exactly what they did, with 
just one tick left on the game-clock 
Burke scored the first of his pair of 
touchdowns from just 1-yard out. 
Quaboag went into the half up 20-14.

Coming out of the half with all the 
momentum, led to a very energized 
and crucial defensive stand to open up 
the third quarter. Bay Path did have a 
promising drive going to open the half 
that started at mid-field, but it ended 
in Quaboag territory when they turned 
the ball over on downs after picking up 
just one first down a big play through 
the air from Catino to Jonathan Nussy 
for 25 yards.

Moments later Quaboag controlled 
the clock and used an effective inside-
out game to drive the length of the 
field and score. Burke accounted for 
25 hard-earned yards on the drive and 
Worthington accounted for 37 yards 

including his third touchdown of the 
game from 14 yards out.

“We talked about it at halftime,” stat-
ed Shepherd. “We said we got that score 
before the half, but we have to bump 
into a two-score lead. We knew that 
these guys were going to keep fighting, 
so getting that stop and then another 
touchdown was huge.”

Bay Path showed some fight and 
scored on the next drive on a heave 
down the sideline from Catino to Welton 
for a 39-yard score to make it a five-point 
game, 26-21 late in the third quarter.

“Luke is great for us,” praised 
Giampo. “He does whatever we ask. We 
use him in a variety of roles. He works 
his tail off. He does everything for us. 
He is just a very good player, he is fast 
and physical. He is another kid that has 
a lot of potential, it’s the same thing if 
he could take that next step he would 
probably be one of the better players 
around here. We need to keep putting 
him in positions to get the ball and put 
him in positions to do well.”

It didn’t matter though because 
Quaboag continued to run the rock 
between the tackles with Burke to wear 
down the Bay Path defense, as they 
did for the entirety of the game. Burke 
accounted for 30-plus carries for the 
Cougars and a pair of touchdowns. 
Shepherd acknowledged Burke’s impor-
tance following the win.

“He (Burke) is a workhorse. He has 
put in his time in the weight room so 
he has earned his keep.  He has lifted 
like crazy over the last two years and it 
shows. Now he is a 220-pound kid and 
tough to bring down especially for high 
school,” the coach said.

Bay Path golf splits pair 
of matches last week

Sept. 20
Bay Path 156, Monty Tech 177 — Behind 

the strong playing of Evan O’Malley 
(2-over par 37), Martin Mullen (38) and 
James LeFrohon (39), Bay Path’s golf 
team defeated Monty Tech at Heritage 
Country Club.

Sept. 21
Blackstone Valley Tech 162, Bay Path 

165 — In a very tightly contested golf 
match at Heritage Country Club, the 
Beavers edged the Minutemen. But 
Bay Path’s Brandon Mertocci was the 
match’s medalist with a 2-over par 37.
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BY NICK ETHIER
SPORTS EDITOR

STURBRIDGE — As a head coach, 
all one can want is for their team to try 
and perform the task asked of them to 
the best of their ability. And when that 
happens, it’s more than worthwhile.

That was the case for Matthew 
Rickson, head coach of the Tantasqua 
Regional girls’ varsity soccer team, 
when the Warriors hosted Notre Dame 
Academy at the Cage on Tuesday, Sept. 
21. Tantasqua played brilliantly on the 
way to a 3-0 shutout victory.

“They’re increasing their level of play 
each game and that’s all I can ask for. 
They did everything we asked them to 
do today,” said Rickson.

What Rickson asked of the Warriors 
was to remain offensively persistent at 
the halftime break, where they held a 
slim lead of 1-0.

“It’s going to come,” Rickson remem-
bered telling his squad. “You guys are 
doing everything you’re supposed to do. 
It [ended up working out] for us.”

Rickson was also pleased that his 
team had a lead at the break after 
numerous chances to put a goal on the 
board. Tantasqua finally did so with 5:45 
remaining in the first half. That is when 
freshman Keelan Mader, a defender, 
found a gap in the Rebels’ defense and 
lofted a brilliant kick from 25 yards out 
that got up and over the keeper and into 
the back of the net.

“[That goal] helps us going into the 
half,” said Rickson. “That’s a big goal. 
One’s nowhere near enough. The oppor-
tunities we were creating we had to 
keep doing.”

And keep going the Warriors did.

“The best thing is what we talk-
ed about they were able to execute,” 
Rickson said.

Tantasqua continually peppered 
Notre Dame’s net in the second half and 
they were rewarded with their second 
goal just four minutes in. Junior Olivia 
Magerowski slipped a pass into the box, 
which found the foot of sophomore Ella 
Colati. From there, Colati placed a shot 
into the near-side left corner, but the 
Rebels’ diving keeper.

Just six minutes later, the Warriors 
added one more insurance 
goal to account for the 3-0 
final score. Senior Shannon 
Dunn passed the ball over to 
Colati down the right side. 
Colati then went right-to-left 
on her shot, the ball finding 
the upper portion of the left-
side of the net for her second 
goal of the afternoon.

To preserve the shutout, 
a strong defensive wall 
displayed by Tantasqua 
was used with 18 minutes 
remaining when Notre Dame 
received a free kick well 
within scoring range. But 
sophomore Abby Rio was 
there to block the attempt.

Rickson noted that six of 

the 11 Warrior starters are either fresh-
men or sophomores, and many of them 
could be seen all over the scoresheet. 
One player who didn’t produce a point 
was freshman Lilina Shiers, but her 
presence was still felt all over the pitch.

“My leading point getter to this point 
did not score today, but she just disrupt-
ed and distributed and did everything 
up front,” Rickson said of Shiers.

“This was a whole team effort,” he 
added.

Now 5-1, Rickson is pleased with the 
way his team keeps improving.

“They are responding very well,” 
Rickson said. “The one we lost was 3-0 
against Uxbridge. We had 15 shots on 
frame. They had three on frame. What 
we had to work on was finishing. And 
then we had Auburn and we beat them 
5-0.”

Without wanting to look too deep into 
the future, Rickson is excited for the 
opportunity the Warriors have in front 

of them when they will be able to com-
pete in the Division 3 State Tournament.

“The concept behind it is good and 
it will be fun being part of a statewide 
tournament. I’m kind of excited about 
the whole thing, but we are taking it one 
game at a time,” he said.

Community 
     Connection

Your area guide to local businesses! To advertise on this page, 
please call June at 508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL.
75-150....................$2.50
150-300..................$2.15
300-500..................$2.05
500 PLUS............... $1.90

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 9/27/21 was $2.58 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver

Discretion

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

OCTOBER SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

BLT
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Pulled Pork 
Pizza

Sm. $4.99 
Lg. $7.99

Small
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.49!

TACO TUESDAY!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages 
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com 

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, MassachusettsEast Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grass Fed Grass Finished Beef 
& Pasture Raised Pork

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E Y O U D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD
Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 

Lunch, Dinner, 
and Tasty Treats

Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Contact Your Sales 
Representative Today.

508-764-4325

SPORTS

High School Notebook
Sept. 20
Tantasqua 179, Bartlett 251 — 

A 7-1 record is now had by the 
Warriors’ golf team after defeating 
the Indians. Colm McGrath was the 
medalist after carding a 6-over par 
42 at Hemlock Ridge.

Sept. 23
Longmeadow 163, Tantasqua 168 

— Ryan Downes carded a 1-under 
par 35 to help Longmeadow defeat 
the Warriors’ golf team at Hemlock 
Ridge. Tantasqua’s Aubyn Phillips 
was the lowest Tantasqua (7-2) play-
er with a 40.

Sept. 24
Fitchburg 20, Tantasqua 6 — 

Falling behind by a score of 13-0 
at halftime, the Warriors’ football 
team couldn’t mount a second half 
comeback, despite a touchdown run 
by Caleb Thompson in the third 
quarter. 

Wachusett 197, Tantasqua 227 — 
The Tantasqua varsity golf team 
travelled to Bedrock Golf Club to 
face undefeated Wachusett. There, 
medalist honors went to Mitch 
Bullett, who shot an even par 36 for 
winning Wachusett. Low Warrior 
was Nate Wright who shot a 43. 
Tantasqua is now 7-3.

Well-balanced Warriors blank Notre Dame Academy

Photos Nick Ethier

Tantasqua’s Shannon Dunn runs up to the ball 
before it can roll out of bounds.

Olivia Magerowski of Tantasqua steps into the ball to clear it out of her team’s defensive zone.

Tess Chevalier of Tantasqua slows down the 
ball’s progress before making a play on it.

Tantasqua’s Keelan Mader tops 
the ball with her right foot before 
pivoting back up the field.
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SOLID FUEL

PELLET
STOVE 
REPAIR
CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE

TOM CIRAS
5OB-248-3733
Please leave your name 

number & town, followed 
by your service request, 

Thank You!

SWEEPS AND CAPS 
STOVE 

INSTALLATIONS

MA HIC #144152
MA CSL #094542

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Auto Body

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS 

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE  
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services, 
NOW Woody’s Professional Rustproofing and 

Undercoating Services! Maintain safety and value by 
protecting your vehicle’s body from rust, debris, salts and 

pests. We are now scheduling appointments 
For detail information check out our website!

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News

• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page  
for one low price! 

Get 7 papers. Call 508-764-4325

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial
& Residential

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Fall
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS 

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE 

PAINT STRIPPING 
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD 
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous,
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook

APPLIANCE REPAIR

John Shea’s
Appliance 

Repair

Get It Done Right

A NAME 
YOU CAN TRUST!

CALL US FIRST!
508-867-7124
508-853-8105

Cell: 774-200-1391

All Makes 
& Models
Friendly 

Same Day 
Service

MAIN STREET 
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting
Plumbing

Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

JOHN DALY
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or 
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of 
Worcester County 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card 
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

ACCURATE 
PEST 

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted 

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and 

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

C O M M E R C I A L  • R E S I D E N T I A L

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 9/30/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS

© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS

© KITCHEN © BATHS

Remodeling Expert

BUILDERBEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW 
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 9/30/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook: 

Brian Wood Electrician 

ELECTRICIAN

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed 

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, 
MA  01550

774.601.3107
tntelectricalservicesinc

@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR 
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios 
Pool Surrounds 

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing 
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

GUTTERS
• Cleanings 
• Repairs  
• Installations 
508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp
Licensed & Insured
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VIEWPOINT
OPINION AND COMMENTARY FROM SPENCER, LEICESTER AND THE BROOKFIELDS

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

To the Editor:
The Mission Committee of the 

First Congregational Church of West 
Brookfield, UCC, would like to thank 
all those who donated to our school 
supply drive.  

The items are being divided 
and given to the West Brookfield 
Elementary School and the Warren 
Community Elementary School. The 

scissors, rulers, notebooks, pencils 
and sharpeners, erasers and crayons 
were appreciated by both schools.

Office personnel in both elementary 
schools said to say thank you to all 
who donated.

MILLIE GUSHUE
MISSION COMMITTEE

WEST BROOKFIELD UCC

Support of school supply drive is 
appreciated

To the Editor:
Mr. McRae has been a cheerleader 

against “CRT.” Basically, he wants 
to force the North Brookfield school 
committee to block teaching about 
racial problems in the history of this 
country.

In the Sept. 17 issue, he wrote a fawn-
ing, 2,000 word article about General 
Robert E. Lee. That’s a lot of words, 
but McRae neglected to include “trea-
son.” Treason is defined in Section 3 of 
Article 3 of the Constitution. Treason 
is apparently not enough to besmirch 
the reputation of such a “great” slave-
holder as Mr. Lee.

Now, the people of North Brookfield 

can see the teaching that McRae 
would approve. Everybody had slaves; 
slaves were in the Bible; no big deal. 
Those who fought against the United 
States in order to keep slaves were 
honorable. This is “Critical White 
Supremacy Theory.”

Republicans used to say they were 
the party of Lincoln. Mr. McRae’s 
party is of the Confederacy.

Oh, in the Sept. 24 issue, he wrote a 
1,000 word article saying that people 
should write shorter articles. That’s 
hilarious.

ALLAN JOHANNESEN
LEICESTER

The party of Lincoln has become the 
party of the Confederacy

To the Editor:
Last week’s New Leader contained 

the letter “The Three C’s.” Like an 
earlier one from the same source that 
praised Covid vaccine providers, it 
contained a heartfelt  thanks to the 
public servants other first responders 
and hospital staff that assisted the writ-
er during an ambulance and ER appar-
ent emergency event. This expression 
of thanks for those often undervalued 
members of our communities should 
find praise and common agreement.

The letter goes onto express the wish 
that Americans unite around the com-
mon good and politicians “do their 
jobs!”

Evidence indicates that much needs 
to be done to restore and then, for the 
“common good,” develop the America 
for 21st Century  needs and opportuni-

ties. An incomplete list would include:
as indicated in the letter, fixing 

our world’s most expensive but not 
well performing medical system by, 
for example, reducing highest in the 
world pharmacy industry profits and 
using the money to improve ordinary 
persons’ health care,

getting out of the Covid epidemic 
that continues to kill (about 700,000) 
and seriously affects the health of tens 
of millions others (including the 3C’s 
writer)   by mandating – but not mak-
ing illegal vaccines and needed use of 
face masks,    

realizing it will take decades, 
approve the current trillion dollar 
plus  Biden administration Physical 
Infrastructure Plan Likewise  ensure 
that the often undervalued public sec-
tor - with private sector implemen-

tation- is equipped and supported to 
effectively supervise the task. 

again realizing it will take decades,  
fund effectively implement and super-
vise the trillion dollars plus Human 
Infrastructure Plan, recognizing that, 
like our friends and competitors, the 
well-being and education of our chil-
dren is a fundamental “common good” 
requirement, 

 making wealthy corporations 
pay their fair share of taxes, and  
the  “Building Back” of the Internal 
Revenue Service’s ability to chase  and 
punish wealthy tax dodgers and crimi-
nal avoiders, and 

making the changes and funding 
needed to immediately address Climate 
Change, as ever more higher tempera-
tures, wildfires, hurricanes, flooding 
etc. provide much more that evidence 

we, not to mention our children now 
live in a worsening high alert -danger 
zone.  

My only major  objection to the 3C’s 
letter relates to the  use of a  false 
equivalency, that is appearing to indi-
cate equally shared faults of Democrats 
(liberals) and Trump Republicans (well 
beyond conservative) - not to mention 
by moderates. Massive evidence - 
regarding lack of “Trump Republicans” 
governance according to centuries old 
commonly agreed American norms, 
values, and our Constitution -  tells us 
otherwise.      

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

           

Three C’s & no way to run a democracy, assuming “We the 
People” want one 

To the Editor:
It was disheartening to read about 

the bill filed by Rep. Peter Durant, 
supported by Donald Berthiuame and 
others, to prohibit schools, business-
es, government agencies, and other 
entities from requiring proof of vac-
cination against COVID-19 as a condi-
tion of entry to buildings.

It is ironic that Mr. Durant mentions 
stopping “government overreach” in 
defense of a proposed bill which is 
such a blunt instrument for address-
ing a problem whose solution is better 
left to public health professionals.

Our political leaders could serve us 

better in the fight against the COVID-
19 pandemic by supporting public 
health recommendations, including 
those that the governor has chosen to 
follow, instead of obstructionist tac-
tics masquerading as the protection of 
individual liberties.

Individual liberties are worth pro-
tecting, but some individual choic-
es have consequences.  A regulation 
which prevents sound public health 
policy is misguided.

Sincerely,

LIZ FOSS
SPENCER

Durant’s bill is misguided

To the Editor:
As reported in the New Leader 

House on Sept. 24, House Bill 4416 
seeks to prohibit proof of vaccination 
for COVID-19 throughout the state. 
This bill, filed by Peter Durant and 
endorsed by Donald Berthiaume, 
would allow unvaccinated immi-
grants and international travelers to 
enter the state and work in our nurs-
ing homes and hospitals. This will put 
those most susceptible to the virus at 
the highest risk. 

Mr. Durant says he is not anti-vac-
cine. In fact, he and his fiancée got 

immunized before their wedding so 
they could avoid problems traveling. 
If proof of vaccination is required for 
young, healthy travelers, it should 
also be required for those working in 
the health care industry, as well as 
anyone entering the Commonwealth 
from overseas.

The bill is currently under study by 
the Committee on House Rules who, 
hopefully, it will see it as flawed.

ROGER FOSS
SPENCER

House Bill 4416

To the Editor:
As one who has a B.A. in History, 

who taught U.S. History, I was stunned 
to read John McRae’s letter “General 
Lee, down but not out.” 

McRae makes a case for Lee and 
other Confederate generals to have 
their recently removed statues 
returned to their former locations 
of prominence. Yes, Lee and others 
provided good and sometimes great 
service to the United States. However, 
their desertion from the U.S. Army to 
fight for the Confederacy made them 
traitors who sought to destroy the 
Union.  Had they been successful, we 

would not have 50 states, but at most 
only 39 states.  You would need a pass-
port to visit Virginia, Florida or any 
of the Confederate states.

In short, Lee and the other desert-
ers were traitors who very well could 
have been shot to death for their 
betrayal, pure and simple. Perhaps 
McRae may one day make the case 
for having a statue of Benedict Arnold 
in Washington, D.C.  It wouldn’t sur-
prise me!

RALPH E. HICKS
SPENCER

SPENCER, MA 01562

Lee was a traitor, pure and simple

EDITORIAL

Take a 
break from 
bad news

Oftentimes, ideas for Editorials arise 
when something close to us personally 
surfaces that hits home, or when we 
hear a significant amount of chatter 
about a specific topic.  This week, the 
chatter has been about national news 
overload.  

We love the news — after all, it’s what 
we do.  Sharing information with our 
readers on the local level is both an 
honor and a necessity.  

This week, however, we have heard 
many people say they just can’t listen 
to the national news anymore.  They 
feel bombarded by a relentless parade 
of doom and gloom, from the continu-
ing (and to us, frankly confounding) 
debates over mask mandates in schools 
to the minute-by-minute coverage of 
the tragic Gabby Petito case, oftentimes 
leaving them feeling depressed and 
overwhelmed.  News junkies watch the 
news every morning and night, check 
their Twitter feeds, listen to talk radio 
on their commutes and are constantly 
in the know.  It’s important and respon-
sible to be aware of what’s happening 
around you, however finding a balance 
is key, even for those of us in the busi-
nesses.  

It seems as though the national news 
cycle has been nothing but chaos. Bad 
news seems to ping our phones almost 
on the minute.  This can be exhausting.  

As a way to catch your breath, pick 
one day of the week as a ‘no news’ day, 
sort of like a news siesta.  Get outside, 
un plug, read a book, listen to some 
vinyl or watch Cobra Kai (we do recom-
mend for a splash of nostalgia).  Attempt 
to shut off the little magic box we all 
stare at way too much on the daily.  
Could landlines actually still serve a 
purpose?  

If you feel like you can’t make a dif-
ference, realize that you can.   Do some-
thing every day to make the world a 
better place, even if that means your 
own little world.  Such actions can often 
result in the domino effect. 

Take some time to count the blessings 
in your life.  Positivity still surrounds 
us in bulk if you look for it.  Family, 
friends, dogs, crisp fall leaves, apple 
crisp, bacon, a friendly wave from a 
neighbor, morning coffee, a cold drink, 
a beautiful hike or walk, a good novel 
and a nice music blasting session are 
just a few things we can lean on to 
always lift us back up.  

Take some time to count the blessings 
in your life.  Positivity still surrounds 
us in bulk if you look for it.  Family, 
friends, dogs, crisp fall leaves, apple 
crisp, bacon, a friendly wave from a 
neighbor, morning coffee, a cold drink, 
a beautiful hike or walk, a good novel 
and a nice music blasting session are 
just a few things we can lean on to 
always lift us back up.  

If you have children or other loved 
ones who depend on your financially, you 
need life insurance – no question about 
it. And you’ll need an amount that can 
enable your family members to continue 

their lifestyle if you aren’t 
around. But there may be 
less certainty about what 
type of insurance you 
should purchase: term or 
permanent. And the issue 
can cause even more con-
fusion if you’ve heard the 
phrase: “Buy term and 
invest the difference.” 
What does this mean? 
And is it good advice?

First, let’s review the 
chief differences between 
term and permanent 

insurance. As its name suggest, term 
insurance lasts for a set period, such as 10 
or 20 years, while permanent insurance 
can last your entire life. Term insur-
ance only pays a death benefit – there’s 
no opportunity to build cash value. But 
permanent insurance, such as universal 
life, also contains an investment element. 
Consequently, permanent insurance pre-
miums are generally considerably high-
er than those of term insurance.

Given this difference in premiums, 
you may have heard that it’s a good move 
to buy term insurance and use the “sav-
ings” – that is, the money you would have 
spent on a costlier permanent insurance 
policy – to invest in stocks or mutual 
funds, rather than rely on the invest-
ments contained in permanent insur-
ance. But in reality, it’s not that simple. 
Here are a few reasons why “buy term, 
invest the difference” may not always be 
the best strategy:

People don’t consistently invest the dif-
ference. Although people may have the 
best intentions when it comes to invest-
ing the savings achieved by purchasing 
term insurance, life often gets in the way 
and they find other ways to spend the 
money. Or they may invest sporadically 
or make poor investment decisions. By 
way of contrast, the premiums that go 
into permanent insurance are invested 
systematically and managed by profes-
sionals.

Term premiums won’t always be 
cheap. Term insurance is quite afford-
able when you’re young. But when the 
term expires after, say, 15 or 20 years, 
the premiums can become much more 
expensive. Consequently, there will like-
ly be much less of a gap between the costs 
of term and permanent insurance.

Permanent insurance investments 
can grow tax-deferred. If you followed 
the “buy term, invest the difference” 
approach, and you purchased stocks or 
mutual funds, you might incur taxes 
on capital gains and dividends. But the 
investments within a permanent insur-
ance policy are tax deferred, so you won’t 
pay taxes on interest, dividends or cap-
ital gains until you withdraw the pro-
ceeds, similar to the tax benefits you get 
with your IRA and 401(k) accounts.

Even though you should consider the 
above issues, you don’t necessarily have 
to dismiss the “buy term, invest the dif-
ference” strategy. Everyone’s situation 
is different, so you’ll want to explore your 
options carefully. At different times of 
your life, different insurance and invest-
ment solutions may be appropriate. But 
however you choose to do it, you’ll want 
to maintain sufficient life insurance and 
invest for your long-term goals – two 
actions that can pay off for you and your 
loved ones.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Jeff 
Burdick, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or jeff.bur-
dick@edwardjones.com.

Should you buy 
term insurance 
and invest the 

difference?

FINANCIAL

FOCUS

JEFF
BURDICK
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
It would seem to me, and a lot of 

other hard-working Americans, that 
the new Progressive Democratic Party 
should adopt a new symbol to repre-
sent their party. I would like to suggest 
they adopt the same symbol that Russia 
uses. It’s apparent that when you have 
all halls of power in government under 
one party rule, that you no longer have 
a democracy, but a dictatorship. In fact, 
it seems that this current government 
is spending most of its time trying to 
smash the only opposition party and 
make future voting a forgone conclu-
sion. It’s not hard to see where Bernie 
Sanders and his like got their training 
from. He spent his honeymoon there 
when he got married. Let’s look at the 
tools they are using.

The sickle. They are using the this to 
cut off the individual rights enshrined 
in our Constitution. It’s amazing to me 
that on social media, there are many 
that claim that the majority has the 
right to impose any law they want. 
Does that mean that a majority could 
pass a law that enslaves one group or 
condones the murder of others? I guess 
they don’t understand that the rights 
enshrined in the Constitution and 
Bill of Rights are unalienable rights 
ordained on any individual by God 
and agreed upon when we formed this 
nation. The main one being the right to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. The founding fathers saw a mob 
could assert its power of majority over 
others, and for this reason, they built 
in safeguards. That’s why we have the 
Electoral College, Senate, and Supreme 
Court. These are bulwarks to protect 
the rights from a majority mob. We 
see that the progressives have found 
that the sickle of “health for us” can be 
used to undercut these safeguards and 
remove your individual rights. You 
can be forced to submit and knell if 
they deem it for everyone’s protection. 
First, the virus mandate. After this, 
why not a mandate that you stay in 
shape. Your diabetes or obesity puts us 
all at risk when you clog up the hospi-
tals.  Mandate that everyone must wear 
a Fit Bit and report the results to the 
Health Department.  How about a man-

date requiring certain people to take 
jobs they may not like. After all, these 
people not working are causing others 
to bear the financial burden, and they 
are not paying their fair share of taxes 
to support the new governments social 
health systems. Why not mandate that 
anyone not working will be assigned a 
job to do for the “Health of the Nation.”   
The new sickle of “Health for Society” 
can surgically cut your rights very 
easily.

Now the “Hammer.”  Its name is 
“Racism.” We see this used constantly 
to crush any opposition. Just the threat 
of being called a racist will cower any 
politician or company. It can used indis-
creetly without the slightest proof. In 
fact, according to the new progressives, 
if you are white, you are automatically 
born as a racist. Ask them what the 
Constitution means to them, and the 
answer is a bunch of rules made by 
white, racist old men. You see it watch-
ing TV. Notice the commercials. There 
is a new rule. All colored actors are 
deemed acceptable. Mixed race actors 
are deemed acceptable. Using all white 
actors is now deemed racist and will 
not be tolerated. Another example is 
Larry Elder, who was running in the 
California recall election. Larry, who 
is black, was dubbed a white supremist 
by the progressive aligned media.  A 
progressive followed him around on a 
bicycle wearing a gorilla mask, throw-
ing eggs at him. Not a peep out of the 
mainstream media. Where’s the out-
rage? That’s because the progressive 
controlled media is the “Hammer.” It 
only strikes down on the opposition 
and not their followers.

Pretty soon, American elections will 
be forgone conclusions, with the out-
come already guaranteed.  When the 
media is no longer objective and our 
kids are taught Marxist theology in our 
schools, it is easy to see why. Just like 
in that other country that also bears 
the “Hammer and Sickle” on their flag. 
Adopt it and wear it proudly, you princ-
es and princesses of socialism.

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

The hammer and the sickle

To the Editor:
It’s always interesting hearing from 

Trump’s sycophants, such as Mr. 
Robillard.  When responding to my 1,330 
word, 17 paragraph letter, he skipped 
over the main topic, and lasered in on 
paragraph #14, where I took a swipe 
at former President Trump – the guy 
who lost the 2020 election via earning 
fewer votes from U.S. citizens.  I found 
this interesting because I would have 
thought he would have responded to 
my statements on climate change, fos-
sil fuels, a carbon tax, the fact that I 
assigned some value to the 169 Afghan 
civilians who were killed alongside 13 
U.S. service-members, and even my 
COVID statements comparing the death 
toll to a 9/11 event every 36 hours…  But 
nope, he focused on “how dare he attack 
Dead Leader!”

Let’s put some intellectual hones-
ty in the “debate” about responsibil-
ity in Afghanistan.  Afghanistan has 
been troubled for a long, long time, and 
has been considered the graveyard of 
empires.  The British tried unsuccess-
fully to colonize it, it had monarchies 
of different forms until 1973, then a 
single party Republic (i.e.: Presidential 
dictatorship) until a Communist revo-
lution.  The Afghan Communists never 
had good control of the country so the 
Soviet Union sent troops in to prop 
up the Communist government in a 
10 year bloody war that was known as 
“Russia’s Vietnam.”

Of course, U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan (R) saw an opportunity to 
fight the Soviets in a proxy war and 
retaliate for the trouble they caused us 
in Vietnam.  We funded, armed, and 
trained the Afghan Mujahedeen (includ-
ing Osama bin Laden) under the theory 
that “my enemy’s enemy is my friend.” 
Communism is officially and ideolog-
ically atheist, so what better group 
to align with to fight Commies than 
Islamic extremists?  The Mujahedeen 
were religious extremists, jihadists, ter-
rorists, and guerilla fighters, but the 
Soviet Union was the enemy, so all’s 
good, right?  President Reagan even 
invited the Mujahedeen leadership to 
the Oval Office.

After the Soviets withdrew from 
Afghanistan in defeat (similar to 
the U.S. withdrawing from Vietnam 
in defeat), we continued funding the 
Mujahedeen as they fought a civil war 
with the Afghan central government, 
which was receiving funding from 
Moscow, until they seized the coun-
try.  The Mujahedeen split at that point, 
with most of them becoming Taliban, 
some focusing on a worldwide Islamic 
terrorist organization called Al-Qaeda, 
and some turning into a small and weak 
resistance.

The Taliban, as we all know, are a 
theocratic governing authority putting 
15th century values into practice on the 
ground in the 21st century.  They blew 
up irreplaceable pre-Islamic cultural 
artifacts, prohibited music, prohibit-
ed girls from going to school, whipped 
people in public for un-Islamic behav-
ior, chopped thieves’ hands off, public 

beheadings, etc.  The Taliban had a 
symbiotic relationship with Al Qaeda 
and allowed them to operate terrorist 
training camps and from that came 
9-11.  That is why we went in 20 years 
ago.  Since invading, the United States 
objectively made Afghanistan a better 
place.  Let’s us not forget how bad the 
Taliban were/are.

The United States has had troops in 
Germany and Japan since WWII ended 
75 years ago with no plans to with-
draw.  We have had troops in Korea 
for 68 years with no plans to withdraw.
Afghanistan was relatively (consider-
ing its history) stable, what was the 
rush to withdraw?

Seemingly out of nowhere during 
the 2020 Presidential campaign, Donald 
Trump, the eventual loser, announced 
he had signed an instrument of sur-
render with The Taliban…The same 
Taliban responsible for plunging 
Afghanistan back in time 500 years.
Trump agreed to withdraw all troops 
in an agreement signed with the folks 
responsible for 9/11 and hand the coun-
try over to them.  Trump did not include 
the democratically elected Afghan cen-
tral government in the negotiations; 
this was surrender between the U.S. 
and The Taliban.  The current pres-
ident, Joe Biden, foolishly followed 
through with it.

Please stop referring to Jan. 6 as a 
“citizen protest against unfair voting.”
I know the more time that passes the 
easier it is to delude yourself, but it was 
an attempt by former President Trump 
to stage an auto-coup, overturn through 
force the results of the 2020 election, 
and overthrow the government of the 
United States.  President Trump is an 
enemy of the United States for attempt-
ing such.  Most of the participants are 
unwitting pawns to bigger picture than 
they understand.  Those that attacked 
Capitol police, broke through crowd 
control barriers, and those that entered 
the building are absolutely terror-
ists and enemies of the United States.
Anyone who opposes this view is a 
Trumpster, a threat to democracy, and 
a threat to domestic tranquility.  It was 
a deadly insurrection – six people died.
Ashley Babbit was shot in the face 
when she emerged through a broken 
window where our legislature was, and 
deservedly so.  It’s time to stop mincing 
words.

Speaker Pelosi did prohibit the GOP 
from picking the members they wanted 
on the bipartisan commission, this is 
true.  The GOP has put us in a weird 
position – many of their members, Jim 
Jordan included, are enemies of the 
state and pushing baseless conspiracy 
theories.  Our system of government 
requires two responsible parties - one in 
power and one loyal opposition.  They 
call it “loyal opposition” because while 
they oppose the majority party, they 
are loyal to the country and our gov-
erning documents. Many of the GOP 
are not loyal to the United States, and it 
put Nancy Pelosi in a bad spot – allow 
a cabal of crazy onto the commission, 

Stop mincing words

To the Editor:
There are said to be 44 million 

Christians in China; I’m a big fan 
because, like their fellow believers in 
a host of other totalitarian nations of 
the world, they practice their religion 
and authentically live out their faith 
despite being under the most repres-
sive controls their brutal communist 
masters can devise. They are the real, 
Christian deal; they understand and 
accept 2 Timothy 3:12 that says “Yea, 
and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.” The best 
and only hope for the rest of the world 
who will--it seems now inevitable--live 
under Chinese domination (they’re 
smarter, tougher, and more determined 
to rule than anyone else) is that by 
then the communists will have been run 
off and the Christians will be making 
the decisions. Personally, if it came to 
having to choose between an America 
under the benign authority of Chinese
Christians or what we as a people now 
groan under (endemic corruption, law-
lessness, race-based hatreds, rampant 
immorality, social upheaval, abandon-
ment of traditional faith-based family 
values, a sick and compulsive material-
ism, etc.), I shouldn’t hesitate to choose 
the former option. I would only ask, 
“Where do I sign up for Mandarin les-
sons?”

In 1960, during the Kennedy-Nixon 
battle for the presidency, President 
Eisenhower supposedly responded to 
some reporter’s question as to whether 
he (Ike) could mention some idea or 
policy of Vice President Nixon that had 
helped the Chief Executive’s agenda. His 
answer (greatly distorted and decontex-
tualized by the Democrats) was: “Well, 
if you gave me a week I might be able 
to think of something.” One would 
need more time than that, I contend, 
to think of anything good emanating 
from China lately, especially--thanks to 
Biden/Harris—now that the so-called 
“world’s lone super power” (that would 
be us) is seen as weak, feckless, and 
in the grip of a terminal and crippling
sense of chaos. China is clearly hellbent 
on world domination via military and 
trade aggrandizement; it massively pol-
lutes the environment with a casual
indifference; she literally enslaves mil-
lions of her own citizens while boldly 
threatening Taiwan, Australia, Japan, 
the Philippines, Vietnam, India, and 
anyone else they see as not properly 
deferential to their perceived interests, 
and is indubitably the starting point 
for most of the pandemics which have 
shut down much of the rest of the world 
recently.

But, I have learned one good thing 
recently which comes out of The Red 
Dragon; it’s a word, and I predict here 
and now it will become as casually 
employed in the parlance of the rest of 
the world as it is commonly used cur-
rently in China. The term is “Baizuo,” 
and it refers to those in the West, espe-
cially whites in America, who pride 
themselves on being liberals or progres-
sives. Here’s how one Chinese political 

writer explains it: “’Baizuo’ is a popular 
Mainland Chinese term for a specific 
subset of Westerners who are despised 
by most Chinese for their pretentious-
ness, hypocritical behavior and an
overbearing sense of entitlement. 
Baizuos are mostly characterized by 
their heavy use of political correct-
ness and double standards to covertly 
advance their own material or emo-
tional interests at the expense of oth-
ers, while claiming otherwise from a 
self-assumed superior moral position. 
Some are truly non-malicious, but are 
too naïve or lack the worldview to pro-
vide useful opinions or solutions to real 
societal problems.”

Sound like anyone you know? You 
don’t have to look far here in the People’s 
Republic to find shining, textbook exam-
ples of the breed: supercilious, vainglo-
rious, windbags comfortably ensconced 
in safe homes usually in the country-
side and enjoying all the perquisites 
of their station in life granted them 
by the nation and its system which
they--the Baizuos--never miss a chance 
to sneer at and disparage. If, for exam-
ple, there is a Massachusetts public 
school teacher under 30 years of age who 
doesn’t in every detail fit the descrip-
tion of “Baizuo” mentioned above, I’d 
be surprised if not shocked to learn of 
such an outlier. It would be like finding 
an honest man or a patriotic woman at a 
Democrat Convention----not very likely.

So, what about you, buddy? Are you 
Baizuo? Or you, lady? That’s right, I’m 
talking to you, you who drove your 
Prius by us Trump folks with our signs 
all last summer and gave us the finger 
while wrinkling your nose as if you 
were smelling a dead rat in the air vents 
of your “better” vehicle. We didn’t have 
the word “Baizuo” to use back then,
all we could mutter among ourselves 
when you displayed your pathetic, 
juvenile ignorance was “Moonbat!, or 
“libtard,’ or just plain, “loser!” But, now 
a new descriptive has entered the politi-
cal lexicon, and I intend to use it.

There are so many positions held 
by American Baizuos that I could use 
another thousand words to enumerate 
what they are and why they are so hope-
lessly and demonstrably doomed to fail, 
so inefficacious, so preposterous, but 
we have been remonstrated with by the 
literary overseer of the Letters Section 
to “get to the point,” so I must restrain 
myself. But, if you, for example, support 
any one thing Biden and Harris have 
done for (actually, to) this country since 
January, that’s prima facie evidence 
of you being Baizuo, as none exist. We 
are in free fall, and honest observers 
know it, and fear the worst. But, not 
you Baizuo. Chinese communist para-
troopers could be dropping out of the 
sky to take your nice country home and 
everything in it, and you hiding in the 
woods would still believe that even this 
is better than having to read Trump’s 
“awful Tweets.”

Baizuo. Idiots. Lowlifes. Destroying in 

Are you “Baizuo?”

Hi! My name is Gene and I am 
learning how to play the guitar! 

Gene is a quiet teenager of Cau-
casian descent. Those who know 
Gene best describe him as being 
reserved at first, but once he gets 
to know you, then he becomes 
friendly and outgoing. Gene enjoys 
sports and is athletic. He is look-
ing forward to playing basketball 
at his school in the winter. In the 
past, Gene has participated in oth-
er sports such as soccer, baseball, 
and Pop Warner football. Some 
of his other favorite activities in-
clude playing video games on the 
computer and collecting Pokémon 
cards. He is currently trying to ex-
pand his interests by learning how 
to play the guitar and ukulele. 

 Legally freed for adoption, Gene 
is seeking a two-parent home with 

a mother and a father, or a single male or female parent. An ideal home for Gene 
would be a family that can provide him with the stability and structure he needs 
to thrive. His social worker believes he would do well in a family with or without 
other children. He would especially do well in a placement with younger children. 
The considering family must be open to helping Gene maintain his relationship 
with his older sister. 

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If you’re at 

least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in your heart, you 
may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, 
married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ sin-
gles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, and 
home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help connect you 
with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts Adop-
tion Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mareinc.org. The 
sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent place to call 
home.
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$1.00 OFF
$10.00

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 10/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 10/31/21 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brook�eld Location ~ 

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276

West Brook�eld
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033
www.charliesdiner.com

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill

WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 10/1 & Sat, 10/2 (a�er 5pm)

SALMON OSCAR

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon: American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues: Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed: Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!
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Hope to see you soon!
1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-5059 (next to Leicester Drive-In)

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

OPEN
7 DAYS
10AM-9PM

Taco Salad
Desserts: Churros w/cream filling 
or plain ....................................$5.00
Tres Leches Cake ................$3.00 

Tacos ....................................$3.00 
Burritos ...............................$9.75
Quesadilla ......................... $11.75
Super Nachos..................$13.00 
Special plates with rice, 
beans and salad

Ice

Cream!

Outside Seating Available
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Taco Salad

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 11/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

Book your holiday parties now! Function Rooms 
Available for Any Size Party 10-250 Guests

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $18.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.

We Deliver To:
Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield  

NEW HOURS:  Sun-Thurs 11-9; Fri & Sat 11-10 
Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

OCTOBER SPECIALS

Pepperoni Pizza  
Sm.  $6.49
Lg. $10.49

Chicken Parm Sub
$6.49

any size

Thank you for supporting 
local businesses!

Summer Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Eat-In or Take Out
Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages, and some entertainment too!

Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes,
 and friendly service. Since 1997

MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
2 Large Cheese $13.99 • 2 Large Pepperoni $16.99

1 Large Cheese & 1 Large Pepperoni $15.49
Not to be combined with any other offers or coupons

DON’T FORGET OUR 
MONTHLY SPECIAL
Small Pizza $4.99 
Large Pizza $7.99
Small Sub 8” $4.99

 Large Sub 12” $5.99
Not to be combined with any

other offers or coupons

~PIZZAS & CALZONES~
Small 10” Large 16”
Pizza & Calzone Toppings
Onion, Pepper, Mushrooms, Eggplant, 
Broccoli, Spinach, Olives, Tomato, 
Feta, Pineapple, Sausage, Garlic, 
Hamburg, Bacon, Salami, Ham, 
Anchovies, Chicken, Pepperoni
House Special
Cheese Party Pizza…19.95
(18”x26” - 24 Slices) 
May Require 1 Hour Notice
Each additional Topping…2.00
Extra Cheese…4.00
~GOURMET PIZZAS~
Small 10” Large 16”
House
Meat Lovers
Veggie
Greek
Buffalo Chicken Pizza
BBQ Chicken
Pastrami
Pulled Pork
Shaved Steak
Sweet & Sour Chicken
Chicken, Broccoli Alfredo
Chicken Bacon Ranch
Hawaiian, Ham & Pineapple
New Taco Pizza
Chicken Pesto Pizza
Margherita Pizza

www.Northeastpizza.com
Dine-in, Take-out, Curbside & Delivery Available

DINNERS
Chicken Fingers (4) & French Fries
4 Piece Chicken Dinner & French Fries
Fish & Chip Dinner - tarter sauce & cole slaw
Steak Tip Dinner - mush, onion, peppers, F.F. & slaw
Cheeseburger Dinner F.F. & slaw
Pulled Pork w/FF 
Gyro Beef or Chicken Dinner F.F. & slaw

~ SIDE ORDERS ~
French Fries
Curly Fries
Mac & Cheese Bites
Fried Ravioli
Portobello Fried Mushrooms
Potato Skins
Onion Rings
Mozzarella Sticks
Buffalo Wings
BBQWings
Regular Wings
Boneless Buffalo Wings
Chicken Fingers
Jalapeno Poppers
Broccoli Bites
Garlic Bread With or Without 
Cheese
Breadsticks
   Garlic Parm reg Wing
and Boneless Wings

~ DESSERTS ~
Cake of the Month
Baklava
Brownies
Chocolate Chip Cookie

~ SALADS ~
Caesar Salad 
Garden Salad 
Antipasto Salad
Greek Salad
Tuna Salad
Ham Salad
Shrimp Salad 

Turkey Salad
Chef Salad
Chicken Breast Salad 
Seafood Salad
Grilled Chicken
Marinated Steak Tips on 
our Garden Salad 
Caesar Salad 

~PARTY SALADS~
Garden
Antipasto
Small & Large

~ PASTA ~
SPAGHETTI
With Sauce
With Sausage
With Meatball
With Mushroom
With Veal
With Eggplant
With Chicken
With Meatball & Sausage
With Chicken 
 New Shrimp & Broccoli 
Alfredo

~ GRINDERS ~
Small 8” Large 12”Wrap
Meatless
Meatball

~ GRINDERS ~
Continued…
Sausage
Eggplant
Veal
Roast Beef 
Pastrami
Italian
Ham
Tuna
Fish
B.L.T.
Salami
Genoa Salami
Turkey
Turkey & Bacon
Steak & Cheese
Steak & Onion
Steak & Pepper
Steak & Mushroom
Super Steak 
Chicken Breast
Grilled Chicken 
Chicken Parmesan
Chicken Stir Fry
Chicken Salad
Seafood Salad
Super Sub
Rib
Cheeseburger
Extra Cheese / Bacon

Lunch, Early Bird Special 
Sm. Cheese Pizza Everyday 11-4  $3.49+TAX

Not to be combined with any other offers or coupons

NOW OPEN 11-8 
INDOOR SEATING

Sub Platter $39.95+TAX (40 Finger Subs)

Gift
CertificatesTaco Tuesday $7.99/$11.99.  

BBQ RIBS
HALF RACK $9.95
FULL RACK $15.95
W/ FRIES & COLESLAW

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~ Serving Beer & Wine at our West Brookfield Location ~ 

508-892-9276
1205 Main St.,Leicester, MA

508-867-9567
208 W. Main St., W. Brookfield, MA

978-355-4333
570 Summer St., Barre, MA

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Preparing your landscape for winter

Fall is a season of transition and that 
includes your garden.  Make the most 
of beautiful fall days to enjoy your gar-
den and prepare your landscape for the 
winter ahead.

Put fall leaves to work in your land-
scape improving your soil, reducing 
maintenance, and creating winter 
homes for toads, frogs, and beneficial 
insects. Mow over the leaves that land 
on the lawn. It may take a couple passes 
but once the fall leaves are the size of a 
quarter you can leave them on the lawn 
to add organic matter and nutrients to 
the soil.

Or mow, bag and add the shredded 
leaves to annual flowers or vegetable 
gardens. Dig several inches of shredded 
leaves into the top eight to 12 inches of 
garden soil.  The leaves will decompose 
over winter, adding organic matter to 
the soil. Still more leaves; add them to 
the compost pile. Mixing this carbon 
rich plant debris to greens like plant-
based kitchen scraps, manure, and 
worm castings makes for great com-
post.

Use leaves as mulch on the soil around 
the base of perennials.  They suppress 
weeds, conserve moisture, insulate the 
roots and add organic matter to the 
soil as they decompose. Leaves also 
provide winter homes and insulation 
for insects, toads and frogs that over-
winter in leaf litter or just below the 
soil surface.

Leave healthy perennials stand 
for winter. They add winter interest 
to the landscape, provide homes for 
many beneficial insects and the seeds 
of Rudbeckia, coneflower, liatris, and 
others provide food for the birds. These 
winged visitors add welcome color and 
motion to the often, gray days of winter.

Take time to remove any dead, dam-
aged and diseased stems, and branches.
Disinfect your tools between cuts to 
reduce the risk of spreading disease to 
healthy plants. Clean tools with a spray 
disinfectant or 70% alcohol between 
cuts to manage disease organisms with-
out harming your tools.

Refresh mulch around trees and 
shrubs. Maintaining a three-inch layer 
helps conserve moisture, insulates 
the roots from temperature extremes, 
reduces competition from the lawn for 
water and nutrients and improves the 
soil as it decomposes. Pull mulch away 
from the trunk of trees and stems of 
shrubs. Piling mulch over these can 
lead to rot, decline and early death of 
the plants.

Help your lawn recover from the 

stresses of summer and prepare for 
winter with fall fertilization. University 
research found fall fertilization is most 
beneficial for home lawns. Fall fertiliza-
tion encourages deep roots and denser 
growth that is better able to compete 
with weeds and tolerate disease and 
insect pests.

Always sweep grass clippings and 
chemicals off walks and drives and 
back into the lawn where they belong. 
This simple step keeps unwanted nutri-
ents out of waterways and eventually 
our drinking water.

Add some spring color by planting 
daffodils, grape hyacinths, tulips, and 
other spring flowering bulbs this fall. It 
is also a good time to add trees, shrubs, 
and perennials to the landscape. The 
soil is warm and air cool, making it less 
stressful for plants to adjust to their 
new home. Mulch new plantings and 
water thoroughly whenever the top few 
inches of soil are crumbly and moist. 
Continue watering new and existing 
plantings as needed until the ground 
freezes.

Once the garden is prepared for win-
ter, you can put away the hoses and gar-
den tools, break out the snow shovels 
and wait for spring to arrive.

Melinda Myers has written more 
than 20 gardening books, including The 
Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and 
Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” 

DVD series and the nationally-syndi-
cated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine. Her Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Photo Courtesy — Pasquesi Home and Gardens

Leaving healthy perennials like coneflower 
stand for winter provides food for birds, win-
ter interest and homes for many beneficial 
insects.

Indian Summer and Other Weather Curiosities

Here in New England where long, cold 
winters make warm weather highly 
anticipated and much appreciated, few 
weather forecasts are celebrated more 
than the promise of “Indian Summer.” 
The bonus of an extra week or two of 
summer weather as the hydrangeas 
wane and school buses reappear, is noth-
ing short of a celebratory occasion. From 
extra swims to extended camp outs, 

Northeasterners of all ages savor the 
unseasonal high temperatures.

Now I’m not saying we’ll have Indian 
Summer this year, and while the hope 
of it conjures up thoughts of autumn 
boat rides and post Labor day whites, 
the phrase itself isn’t exactly clear.
When does warmer weather qualify as 
an Indian Summer? And is it a Native 
American phrase as the title implies?

Read on for interesting and intriguing 
facts about Indian Summer and other old 
New England weather lore.

**
Indian Summer Explained
In 1817, writer John Bradbury offered 

this emotional explanation of Indian 

Summer:
“The air is perfectly quiescent and all 

is stillness, as if Nature, after her exer-
tions during the Summer, were now at 
rest.”

Weather Historian William R. Deedler 
notes “The term ‘Indian Summer’ dates 
back to the 18th century in the United 
States. It can be defined as ‘any spell 
of warm, quiet, hazy weather that 
may occur in October or even early 
November.’ Basically, autumn is a tran-
sition season as the thunderstorms and 
severe weather of the summer give way 
to a tamer, calmer weather period before 
the turbulence of the winter commenc-
es.”

Deedler, in his article “What is Indian 
Summer and did Indians really have any-
thing to do with it?,” further explained:

“The term “Indian Summer” is gen-
erally associated with a period of con-
siderably above normal temperatures, 
accompanied by dry and hazy conditions 
ushered in on a south or southwesterly 
breeze. Several references make note of 
the fact that a true Indian Summer can 
not occur until there has been a killing 
frost/freeze. Since frost and freezing tem-
peratures generally work their way south 
through the fall, this would give cre-
dence to the possibility of several Indian 

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Turn To TRAINOR page A20
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages
Attics • Whole Houses

WANT IT GONE? 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
401-578-4501

To advertise in 
The Local Service 
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99

OCTOBER SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
$50.00

Synthetic 
Oil Change
$49.99Your Ad 

Here

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre

 Proprietor 

No Job or Problem 
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
Tree      Service

FALL CLEAN-UP/CLEANOUTS
Baker Services

One Call 
Does It All

Dan Baker~Owner | 774-272-5341 
Spencer, MA 01562

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

Services Offered
Yard Cleaning • Grass Mowing • Gutter Cleaning 

Stone/Mulch Delivery & Install 
Junk Removal • Trash Removal • All Cleanouts

Fall Cleanup

Reliable & Affordable 
Commercial & Residential 

No Job Too Small

Looking ahead to waterfowl season

The regular waterfowl season is 
scheduled to open on Oct. 11 in the 
Central district. There is a lot of water 
this year making plenty of areas for the 
ducks and geese to hang out. The plenti-
ful acorn crop, which is one of the Wood 
Ducks favorite food this time of year, 
should keep them well fed for there 
long migration South. Wood Ducks are 
plentiful this year, and provide most of 
the shooting during the first part of the 
duck season. If the season starts early 
enough, you many get lucky to encoun-
ter a few flights of blue winged or green 
winged teal. They provide some great 
shooting opportunities, and they are 
fast.

Wood Ducks do not take a lot of hunt-
ing pressure and move out of the area 
sooner than other ducks. Other than 
Wood Ducks, Mallards make up most of 
the daily bag limits during hunting sea-
son, with some blacks also being har-
vested. Because of the inter breeding 
of black and mallard ducks, they can 
easily be mistaken for a black duck. The 
three-bird daily limit on Wood Duck is 
far better than the limits 20 or 30 years 
ago that remained at a two-bird limit 
for years, despite the high population of 
birds in the area.

Local sportsmen banded together to 
build and erect a few hundred nesting 
boxes for the birds to raise their young. 
It worked well and even more birds 
were observed in the valley. It was 
called operation Wood Duck! The high 

population of birds in the area did not 
convince Fish & Wildlife to increase the 
daily limit on Wood Ducks until eight 
or 10 years ago. The migrating Wood 
Duck’s provided great shooting for the 
neighboring state of Rhode Island’s 
waterfowlers, as well as the Southern 
states. Rhode Island did have a shorter 
duck season back then, but did provide 
some great shooting opportunities for 
the most colorful & exciting duck to 
hunt in Massachusetts, and they still 
are.

Their feathers were prized by fly 
tyers for their colorful barbs under 
their wings, as well as numerous other 
feathers that made great trout fly’s. The 
meat on the wood Duck was, and still 
is a great eating bird when properly 
prepared. Any duck hunters that do 
not tie flies should reach out to the 
New England Fly Tiers organization 
and donate the male Wood Duck feath-
ers to them for their students to use at 
their upcoming classes.  They would 
surely appreciate them. Duck feathers 
are illegal to sell, but can be donated 
to individuals or organizations like the 
New England Fly Tiers!

Waterfowl hunters need to be remind-
ed that when hunting ducks and geese, 
every possible means to retrieve shot 
birds needs to be practiced. Hunters 
that do not can be charged with wan-
ton waste. Most serious duck hunters 
own a good retriever. These dogs can 
provide the most satisfaction when 
hunting waterfowl. Their desire to hunt 
and retrieve ducks and upland birds 
provides the ultimate satisfaction for 
their owners, and also find and retrieve 
downed birds that would otherwise be 
lost. Owning a good bird dog can cost 
a few bucks, but once you own one to 
hunt with you. You will never hunt 
without one again, not to mention their 
bond with their owner throughout the 

year. He or she will become your best 
friend, but do not tell your wife!

A good hunting dog is not cheap and 
veterinarian bills are costly, but they 
are worth every penny. If you decide 
to purchase a pup, be sure to do your 
homework. It cost just as much money 
to raise a pedigree dog as it does a mon-
grel, and the final results are totally dif-
ferent in most circumstances. Be sure 
to buy your pup from a highly respected 
breeder, and you should end up with a 
great hunting partner for many years to 
come, not to mention a great family pet.

Saltwater fishing for tautog and sea-
bass is red hot right now in Rhode 
Island right now, and continues to 
improve daily.

Freshwater bass fishing has been 
very good for anglers using shiners. At 
the time of this writing, anglers were 
anxiously awaiting the start of the fall 
trout stocking. Only lakes and ponds 
are stocked with trout in the fall, in the 
Central District.

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

These yellow lab pups were part of a litter this writer had his pick of at seven weeks old. The 
one on the left (Twig) is now 11 years old, and is a great hunter & family pet. She may not be 
a field Champion, but she is great in the field. She has had no hip problems which is often a 
problem for Labs, and has been basically a healthy dog.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, October 12, 
2021, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Permit– Applicant/ Owner: 
Jeremy Feldman; Location: 10 Grove 
Street, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
U14-62. The applicant is looking for 
a variance under section 4.3.3 (Con-
version of a Single-Family Home to a 
Multi-Family Home) of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw to convert a pre-existing 
single-family home into a multi-family 
home. The property is in the Village 
Residential zoning district.
Sepember 24, 2021
October 1, 2021

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, October 12, 
2021, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:
Notice of Public Hearing – Spencer 
Zoning Board of Appeals
Major Site Plan Review – Applicant/ 
Owner: Town of Spencer; Location: 69 
West Main Street, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map R29-01. The applicant is looking 
for a Major Site Plan Review under 
Section 7.4 of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to modernize, upgrade and im-
prove the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
The property is located in the Commer-
cial zoning district.
Sepember 24, 2021
October 1, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing 
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, October 12, 
2021, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard: 
Special Permit (Renewal) – Applicant/ 
Owner: Bond Construction Corp. Loca-
tion:  Cranberry Meadow Road, Spen-
cer Assessor’s Map R09-1 & R09-2. 
The applicant is looking to renew their 
Special Permit under Sections 4.2 
(H.1) and 4.8.6 of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to continue a gravel removal op-
eration. The property is located in the 
Rural Residential zoning district.
Special Permit (Renewal) - Applicant/
Owner: Leo Aucoin. Location: 89 Cran-
berry Meadow Road, Spencer Asses-
sor’s Map R02-2-1. The applicant is 
looking to renew his Special Permit 
under Sections 4.2 (H.1) and 4.8.6 of 
the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to continue 
a gravel removal operation. The prop-
erty is located in the Rural Residential 
zoning district.
Sepember 24, 2021
October 1, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing 
Spencer Zoning Board of Appeals

At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, October 12, 
2021, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:
Variance – Applicant/ Owner: Chris-
topher and Andrea Burke; Location: 
6 Walnut Street, Spencer Assessor’s 
Map U29-04. The applicant is looking 
for a variance under section 7.3 and 
Section 5.1 (Table of Area Require-
ments) of the Spencer Zoning Bylaw to 
construct a 31’ wide x 24’deep addition 
to a pre-existing single-family home, 
the addition would be within the front 
and left side setback. The property is in 
the Village Residential zoning district.
September 24, 2021
October 1, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate
 and Family Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO21C0433CA 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:

Madyson Arline Cycz
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by Madyson Arline 
Cycz of Spencer MA
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to:
Mason Cycz

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purpos-
es of objecting to the petition by 
filing an appearance at: Worcester 
Probate and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/12/2021. This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 14, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate

October 1, 2021

A.C.78A
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
WORCESTER, SS
PROBATE COURT

20P3608PM
To all persons interested in the estate 
of  Patricia S. Gallant of West Brook-
field in said County, person under con-
servatorship.
A petition has been presented to said 
Court for authority to sell – private 
sale– certain real estate of said Patri-
cia S. Gallant for her maintenance.
If you desire to object thereto you or 
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the twelfth day of October 2021, the re-

turn day of this citation.
Witness Leilah A. Keamy, Esquire, First 
Judge of said Court, this fourteenth 
day of September 2021.

Stephanie K. Fattman
Register

October 1, 2021

Town of Spencer
Conservation Commission
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
John & Brenda Kelley have filed an 
NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to put in a septic system 
located at 24 Briarcliff Lane, Spencer, 
MA.
Rick Simonovitch has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to remove trees at 36 Westland 
Drive, Spencer, MA.
John Stone has filed an RDA with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission 
to repave the road from 32-47 Laurel 
Lane, Spencer, MA.
Benjamin Paul Goodwin has filed an 
RDA with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to remove trees at 45 
Lambs Grove, Spencer, MA.
David Franca has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission for 
a proposed multi-family housing de-
velopment at R35 -25 Donnelly Road, 
Spencer, MA.
Kenneth & Heidi Laliberte have filed 
an NOI with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to install a septic system 
at 14 Washburn Terrace, Spencer, MA.
SJC Development Inc. has filed an NOI 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to construct a single-family 
home at Wire Village Road, Spencer, 
MA.
Dean & Michele Chaffe have filed an 
RDA with the Spencer Conservation 
Commission to remove 3 trees at 4 Wil-
son Street, Spencer, MA.
Robert Ceppi has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission 
to excavate up to 100 cubic yards of 
petroleum-impacted soils at 18 Elm 
Street, Spencer, MA.
TOWN OF SPENCER
Office of Development & Inspectional 
Services
Thomas Pelletier has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to remove a tree at 52 Browning 
Pond Circle, Spencer, MA.
Laura C. Joyce has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to re-point the water wall at 9 Wil-
son Avenue, Spencer, MA.
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
October 13, 2021, at which time all per-
sons having an interest may be present 
and participate. Conservation Commis-
sion meetings open at 6:00 p.m. 

Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
October 1, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Division
Docket No. WO21P3029EA

Estate of: 
Raymond A Lafaille

Date Of Death: May 27, 2021 
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
G.L. C. 190B, § 3-306

To all persons who have or may have 
some interest in the above-captioned 
estate and, if interested, to the Office 
of the Attorney General and the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, notice is 
hereby given on August 24 2021 that 
the Petitioner
Andrea Pope of Boca Raton FL
intends to file with the above-named 
Probate and Family Court, not sooner 
than seven (7) days after this notice, a
Petition for Informal Probate of a Will 
Petition for Informal Appointment of 
Personal Representative, to serve 
without surety on the bond
Andrea Pope of Boca Raton FL
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
October 1, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing
 Planning Board

The Spencer Planning Board will be 
holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
October 19, 2021 in McCourt Social 
Hall of Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main 
Street, Spencer, MA, and the hearing 
will be conducted in person and re-
motely on the following items starting 
at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as 
can be heard:
Major Site Plan Review/ Special Per-
mit/ Aquifer Protection – Applicant/ 
Owner: Town of Spencer; Location: 
69 West Main Street, Spencer As-
sessor’s Map R29-01. The applicant 
is looking for a Major Site Plan Re-
view under Section 7.4 and a special 
permit under Section 3.4.1 (Aquifer 
Protection) and 4.2 (Major Utility in 
Commercial Zone) of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw to modernize, up-
grade, and improve the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. The property is lo-
cated in the Commercial zoning dis-
trict.
October 1, 2021
October 8, 2021

LEGALS

West Brookfield - Myland F. 
McRevey, Jr., 66, of West Brookfield 
died on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 
at Holyoke Medical Center after a long 
illness.

He is remembered 
by his son, Matthew 
McRevey of Mill 
Valley, CA; his moth-
er, Shirley Nimmons 
of West Brookfield, 
MA; his nieces, Shelby 
and Mariah, as well 
as the McReveys and 
Richardses of West 

Brookfield, and the Pucketts of West 
Virginia. Myland was predeceased by 
his father, Myland F. McRevey Sr. and 
his brother, Edward Dennis McRevey.

Myland attended Dominican 
University, and graduated from 
California College of the Arts with 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts. He worked 
as an illustrator and graphic design-
er in San Francisco until 1984, when 
his award-winning designs piqued the 
interest of Pleasant Rowland.  Myland 
moved to Madison, WI to develop the 

identity and branding for Rowland’s 
then start-up, Pleasant Company, 
which became the national sensation, 
American Girl. He worked as the Senior 
Art Director for American Girl until 
1998, while raising his son, Matthew. 
Later, his talents took him to Aurora, 
New York, working for MacKenzie-
Childs. Myland spent his final years 
living with his mother Shirley in West 
Brookfield, Massachusetts.

Myland was a loving father, a giving 
son, and an enormous talent. With his 
unique brand of dry wit, and unmatched 
attention to detail, he impacted many 
throughout his life. He will be greatly 
missed.

There are no Calling Hours. At 
Myland’s request any services will be 
held privately.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to West Brookfield 
Rescue Squad.

Varnum Funeral Home, Inc., 43 East 
Main St., in West Brookfield is assist-
ing his family with arrangements.

An online guest book is available at 
varnumfuneralhome.com

Myland “Mike” F. McRevey Jr., 66

OBITUARIES
WEST BROOKFIELD/EAST 

BROOKFIELD- Ronald G. 
Wagner,84, died Saturday, Sept. 25 
in Brookkhaven Assisted Care in 
W.Brookfield, his home for the past 11 
years.

He leaves his sister 
Louise M. Carter of 
Spencer, two nieces 
Lynne M.Chalifoux 
of E.Brookfield and 
Leslie A. Daniels of 
Sturbridge, a neph-
ew, Brian F. Carter 
of Spencer and sev-
eral great nieces. He 

was predeceased by his brother in law 
Francis E. Carter who was like a real 
brother to him.

He was born in Worcester, the son 
of the late Donald E. and Blanche 
M. (Gouin) Wagner, and moved to 
E.Brookfield as a child and later attend-
ed grammar school in E.Brookfield and 

Worcester Boys Trade School.
Ron worked for several years on the 

family farm in E.Brookfield before join-
ing the U.S. Army. Upon his discharge, 
he worked for many years as a machin-

ist and a landscaper for 
his best friend, Dickie 
Fiske.

Ron was an avid ice 
fisherman, Red Sox 
Fan and enjoyed trips 
to the race track.

Private funeral 
services and buri-
al were held in 
Evergreen Cemetery, 

E.Brookfield. In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made to Second 
Chance Animal Services, P. O. Box 136, 
E.Brookfield, MA 01515. The J.HENRI 
MORIN & SON FUNERAL HOME, 23 
Maple Terr., Spencer is assisting the 
family with arrangements.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Ronald G. Wagner, 84

ALL WE KNOW IS LOCAL ~ StonebridgePress.com
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Brookfield Orchards hosts first Local Authors Fair
NORTH BROOKFIELD – Guests 

arrived at Brookfield Orchards last 
weekend to hunt for apples, but they 
also wound up discovering several 
bushels of local books.

On Sept. 25, Brookfield Orchards pre-
sented its first ever Local Authors Fair. 
Guests were able to meet area writers 
representing several genres and paths 
to publication. 

The event also included apple pick-
ing; a beer and wine vendor; food; live 
music; and several other activities. 

Writers thank event organizer Diana 
Nydam for her support of local creators. 

Photos Kevin Flanders

 Curtis Corey, of Woodstock, Conn., wears 
two hats as an author-illustrator.

Tracey Ryan, of Sturbridge, began writing 
books in 2015.

 Meaghan Racicot, of Auburn, is attending 
one of her first festivals.

 Mattie Kingori, of Springfield, has been writing since high school.
Spencer’s Jacqueline Seymour greets guests.

 Musical entertainment was provided throughout the day.

Douglas Sanderson, of Petersham, with his wife Maureen.

Authors Suzanne Eglington, left, and Andi Ramos spend their day at the fair. Angela Couture, of Sturbridge, with her two-year-old son Nolan.

Gail Olmsted, of Charlton, introduces guests to her books.

 Douglas Sanderson, of Petersham, with his wife Maureen.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
12:27-2:10 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:18 a.m.: medical/general 
(Cherry Street); 5:50 a.m.: building 
checked, secure; 7:22 a.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), LTC change 
of address; 8:29 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Main Street); 9:16 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 9:37 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Main Street), spoken to; 
11:22 a.m.: lost/found (Pleasant Street), 
debit card found; 12:32 p.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to; 
12:55 p.m.: restraining order service 
(West Main Street); 1:56 p.m.: medical/
general (Chestnut Street); 2:42 p.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 3:04 
p.m.: LTC issued (West Main Street), 
assisted; 4:02 p.m.: juvenile matter 
(West Main Street), spoken to; 4:52 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (High Street), 
no emergency; 5:32 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Kingsbury Road), cows loose 
again; 6:13 p.m.: disturbance (Cherry 
Street), unwanted party; 6:31 p.m.: 
juvenile matter (West Main Street), 
custody issue; 8:07 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Chestnut Street), referred; (Total 
daily mv stops – 3).

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
12:30-2:29 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 7:40 a.m.: residential fire (Howe 
Village), referred; 7:51 a.m.: accident 
(North Brookfield Road), hit/run; 8:49 
a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), req. 
welfare check; 8:51 a.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (Ash Street), 5th-grader left school; 
9:32 a.m.: 911 call (Main Street), hang-
up; 9:36 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:17 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Lake Whittemore Drive); 
10:53 a.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
truck ran red light; 11:56 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Grove Street), cat missing; 
12:48 p.m.: animal complaint (Main 
Street), dead fox; 2:54 p.m.: RV com-
plaint (Wilson Street), dirt bikes dam-
aging property; 3:45 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Wall Street), 3:52 p.m.: abandoned 
911 call (West Main Street), no contact; 
4:33 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Cherry 
Street), accidental; 5:05 p.m.: medical/
general (Paxton Road); 5:30 p.m.: 911 
call (Bixby Road), misdial; 6:03 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Kingsbury Road), 
cows loose again/damaging property; 
6:25 p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 
erratic operator; 6:37 p.m.: mv lockout 
(West Main Street), assisted; 8:27 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Smithville Road), 
cows loose; 8:51 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), malfunctioning phone; 
9:01 p.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 9:15 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), St. Vincent Hospital on cau-
tionary status/obstetrics; (Total daily 
mv stops – 3).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
12:36-12:51 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:52 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), missing juvenile/North 
Brookfield;12:59-1:19 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 3:56 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Church Street), emergency 
button hit by accident; 6:04 a.m.: resi-
dential alarm (Garrette Lane), services 
rendered; 9:17 a.m.: medical/general 
(Northwest Road); 9:17 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), open line; 9:57 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
req. phone info; 10:55 a.m.: DPW call 
(Greenville Street), low-hanging wire; 
11:01 a.m.: medical/general (Smithville 
Road); 12:26 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), barking dog; 1:46 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Mechanic Street), 
investigated; 2:28 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Point Eastalee Drive); 2:43 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Main Street), rep. threats; 
3:00 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), rep. hit/run; 4:01 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Vista Lane), found rab-
bit kitten; 5:23 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Cherry Street), re: mv sale; 7:55 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 8:14 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
missing person/out-of-state; 8:41 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 8:52 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), rep. 
stolen mv; 8:55 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 10:34 p.m.: commercial alarm 

(Main Street), services rendered; 11:47 
p.m.: building checked, secure; (Total 
daily mv stops – 4).

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
12:35 a.m.: abandoned 911 call (West 

Main Street), open line; 1:21 a.m.: sus-
picious persons (Maple Street), inves-
tigated; 1:56 a.m.: medical/general 
(Chestnut Street); 2:46 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Main Street), loose dog; 4:59 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 7:15 a.m.: bad checks 
(Main Street), inv. larceny by check; 
7:29 a.m.: larceny (Main Street), inv. 
larceny by check; 9:57 a.m.: abandoned 
911 call (West Main Street), services 
rendered; 10:52 a.m.: larceny (Bixby 
Road), re: missing pkg.; 12:12 p.m.: 911 
call (North Spencer Road), no contact; 
12:20 p.m.: larceny (Chestnut Street), 
re: missing pkg.; 12:54 p.m.: parking 
complaint (North Street), neighbor 
issues; 1:21 p.m.: medical/general 
(North Brookfield Road); 1:25 p.m.: fire 
alarm (Holmes Street), referred; 1:45 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), no 
contact; 2:03 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), open line; 2:30 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Pleasant Street), investigated; 2:52 
p.m.: 911 call (Lincoln Street), acci-
dental; 3:21 p.m.: vandalism (Paxton 
Road), mailbox smashed; 3:27 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Brooks Pond Road), 
re: dangerous activity; 3:41 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Chestnut Street), Alan 
Knute Swanson, 50, 12 Linden Street, 
Spencer, disorderly conduct, disturb-
ing the peace, arrest; 4:45 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Pleasant Street), no 
contact; 5:24 p.m.: school alarm (Main 
Street), services rendered; 5:31 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), hang-up; 
6:04 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), car off road; 6:36 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Crown Street), bear 
in area; 8:01 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Main Street); 8:34 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), car vs house; 9:43 p.m.: 
building checked, secure; 10:44 p.m.: 
disturbance (Charlton Road), inqui-
ry re: festival; 11:14-11:26 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 11:34 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Donnelly Cross Road), 
noise complaint; 11:57 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; (Total daily mv stops 
– 2).

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
12:10 a.m.: suspicious persons (North 

Spencer Road), spoken to; 12:56 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Maple Street), poss. 
domestic disturbance; 1:17 p.m.: park-
ing violation (Chestnut Street), tick-
et issued; 1:21-1:31 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 2:04 a.m.: medical/
general (Town House Court); 2:34 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Meadowbrook Road), 
services rendered; 7:59 a.m.: DPW call 
(Grove Street), manhole cover lifted/
poss. hazard; 8:56 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (North Spencer Road); 9:17 a.m.: dis-
turbance (High Street), re: harassed by 
neighbor; 10:29 a.m.: medical/general 
(Salem Street); 10:52 a.m.: arrest war-
rant service (Maple Street), Jennifer L. 
Proia, 45, 1 Cheney Street, Worcester, 
warrant, arrest; 11:12 a.m.: DPW call 
(Maple Street), crosswalk sign down; 
11:14 a.m.: medical/general (West Main 
Street); 11:42 a.m.: mutual aid (Cottage 
Street), message del. for Oxford PD; 
11:57 a.m.: officer wanted (Chestnut 
Street), re: tenants; 1:11 p.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), Rutland PD 
bolo/welfare check; 2:58 p.m.: 911 call 
(Paxton Road), open line; 4:00 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
issue re: Midstate Trail; 5:07 p.m.: 
medical/general (Pleasant Street); 
5:49 p.m.: lost/found (Paxton Road), 
wallet found; 6:18 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Kittredge Road), unreg. dirt bikes; 6:25 
p.m.: officer wanted (Hastings Road), 
re: dog tied to stick; 9:02 p.m.: medical/
overdose (Greenville Street); 9:03 p.m.: 
911 call (Route 49), open line/hang-up; 
(Total daily mv stops – 0).

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
1:56-5:30 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 8:41 a.m.: lost/found (West 
Main Street), keys found; 10:53 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 11:05 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), accidental; 11:15 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Greenville Street), 
elderly male needs assistance; 11:20 

a.m.: suspicious persons (Bond Street), 
info taken; 11:31 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Salem Street), black cat in 
yard; 11:44 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Borkum Road), crow in road; 12:19 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West Main 
Street), no contact; 3:04 p.m.: medical/
general (South Street), lift assist; 3:10 
p.m.: suspicious mv (Cherry Street), 
mv following bus/honking & waving; 
3:54 p.m.: accident (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 4:14 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Cottage Street); 4:22 p.m.: juve-
nile matter (Church Street), 2 boys 
burning items; 4:54 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 5:00 p.m.: mutual 
aid (West Main Street), accident East 
Brookfield; 5:11 p.m.: LTC issued (West 
Main Street), assisted; 5:34 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Wire Village Road), 
stray kittens; 6:18 p.m.: accident 
(Smithville Road), report taken; 8:03 
p.m.: 911 call (Donnelly Cross Road), 
misdial; 8:58 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Chestnut Street), rep. dog found; 11:52 
p.m.: building checked, secure; (Total 
daily mv stops – 1). 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
12:02-12:25 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 6:47 a.m.: medical/general 
(Condon Drive); 9:43 p.m.: medical/
general (Bixby Road); 9:48 a.m.: chem-
ical/fuel spill (Elm Street), oil tank 
leading/basement; 10:44 a.m.: medical/
general (Lloyd Dyer Drive); 1:25 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Main Street), no 
contact; 1:47 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Pleasant Street), dead cat; 4:22 p.m.: 
accident (Meadow Road), report taken; 
5:02 p.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 5:02 p.m.: medical/
general (Bixby Road); 5:20 p.m.: com-
mercial alarm (Old Meadow Road), 
services rendered; 5:58 p.m.: medical/
general (Lincoln Street); 6:58 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Valley Street), 
no contact; 8:31 p.m.: mv repossessed 
(Grove Street), info taken; 9:12 p.m.: 
elderly matter (North Spencer Road), 
req. welfare check; 10:29 p.m.: medical/
general (West Main Street); 10:29 p.m.: 
fire alarm (Sunset Lane), referred; 
(Total daily mv stops – 1).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
5:10 a.m.: ambulance (Whittemore 

Street), transported; 6:56 a.m.: investi-
gation (Stafford Street), services ren-
dered; 8:37 a.m.: investigation (UMass 
Memorial Medical Center Drug 
Lab, Worcester), services rendered; 
1:14 p.m.: erratic operator (Huntoon 
Memorial Highway), unable to locate; 
1:18 p.m.: accident (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), assisted; 2:30 p.m.: larceny 
(Oakwood Lane), assisted; 4:23 a.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Paxton Street), 
unable to locate; 5:17 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, unlicensed 
operation, unregistered mv, mv towed; 
6:15 p.m.: erratic operator (Main 
Street), unable to locate; 7:07 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Soojians Drive), unable to 
locate; 7:17 p.m.: mv stop (South Main 
Street), spoken to; 9:00 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Paxton Street), services rendered; 
9:21 p.m.: suspicious mv (Pine Street), 
services rendered; 10:11 p.m.: assist 
citizen (South Main Street).

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
9:26 a.m.: mv stop (Baldwin Street), 

verbal warning; 9:56 a.m.: suspicious 
activity (Brickyard Road), report 
taken; 10:04 a.m.: assist other PD (Main 
Street), unfounded; 10:42 a.m.: fraud 
(Brickyard Road), report taken; 11:20 
a.m.: illegal dumping (Auburn Street), 
services rendered; 1:44 p.m.: assist 
other agency (Mill Street), services 
rendered; 2:53 p.m.: runaway (South 
Main Street), report taken; 3:47 p.m.: 
welfare check (Main Street), inves-
tigated; 4:49 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), mv towed; 8:09 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), name and address 
redacted from police log, op w/sus-
pended license, mv towed.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

9:16 a.m.: suspicious mv (Paxton 
Street), no action required; 9:34 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op 
w/suspended license, report taken; 
11:28 a.m.: mv stop (Henshaw Street), 
spoken to; 2:11 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Huntoon Memorial Highway), gone 
on arrival; 3:40 p.m.: animal complaint 
(Stafford Street), unable to locate; 7:43 
p.m.: disturbance (White Birch Street), 
spoken to; 7:54 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
9:00 a.m.: mv stop (Woodland Road), 

report taken; 9:45 a.m.: investigation 
(Main Street), services rendered; 11:23 
a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, mv 
lights violation, unlicensed opera-
tion, criminal application issued; 11:38 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (Main Street), 
unfounded; 11:58 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Soojians Drive), spoken to; 3:48 
p.m.: mv stop (Chapel Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
speeding, unlicensed operation, crimi-
nal application issued; 4:30 p.m.: assist 
other agency (South Main Street), no 
action required; 6:34 p.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street, Worcester), transported; 
6:48 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
citation issued; 7:02 p.m.: mv stop 
(Stafford Street), written warning; 7:22 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), written 
warning; 7:38 p.m.: ambulance (South 
Main Street), transported; 9:01 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warning; 
9:30 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
verbal warning; 10:13 p.m.: ambulance 
(Queen Street, Worcester), transport-
ed.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
1:10 a.m.: assist other PD (South 

Main Street), no action required; 6:40 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 7:51 a.m.: acci-
dent (Lake Avenue), mv towed; 10:08
a.m.: disturbance (Pleasant Street), 
report taken; 1:38 p.m.: assist citizen 
(Chapel Street); 4:16 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Whittemore Street), services ren-
dered; 4:33 p.m.: disabled mv (Pleasant 
Street), assisted; 5:34 p.m.: mv stop 
(Pleasant Street), spoken to; 8:03 p.m.: 
b&e/residential (Brook Street), report 
taken; 9:20 p.m.: disabled mv (South 
Main Street), services rendered.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
1:26 a.m.: ambulance (Main Street), 

assisted; 1:48 a.m.: ambulance 
(Warrant Avenue), transported; 
8:17 a.m.: mv stop (Marshall Street), 
written warning; 8:25 a.m.: mv stop 
(Marshall Street), citation issued; 
8:43 a.m.: mv stop (Marshall Street), 
written warning; 9:12 a.m.: mv stop 
(Paxton Street), citation issued; 10:04 
a.m.: fraud (South Main Street), report 
taken; 11:15 a.m.: investigation (Main 
Street), spoken to; 4:34 p.m.: distur-
bance (Lakeview Drive), services ren-
dered; 5:50 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
mv towed; 5:55 p.m.: summons service 
(Peter Salem Road), unable to serve; 
6:06 p.m.: summons service (Towtaid 
Street), served; 6:14 p.m.: summons 
service (Bottomly Avenue), unable 
to serve; 6:24 p.m.: summons service 
(Main Street), unable to serve; 6:30 
p.m.: summons service (Peter Salem 
Road), served; 8:02 p.m.: arrest warrant 
service (River Street), unable to serve; 
8:33 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
services rendered; 11:41 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), written warning.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
6:34 a.m.: assist citizen (South Main 

Street); 10:37 a.m.: suspicious activity 
(Bond Street), report taken; 10:47 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Washburn Square), no 
action required; 12:35 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Washburn Square), no action 
required; 2:21 p.m.: erratic operator 
(Main Street), message delivered; 4:15 
p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
op w/suspended license, mv towed; 
5:14 p.m.: family problem (Mannville 
Street), peace restored; 8:39 p.m.: sus-
picious mv (Pine Street), unable to 
locate.

# # #

POLICE REPORTS

or publicly curate the commission?  No 
good answer there.

The debt ceiling has to be the dumbest 
debate in the United States.  The debt 
ceiling is not about spending money; 
it isn’t about taxes, either.  The debt 
ceiling is about giving the U.S. Treasury 
authorization to pay the bills we have 
already incurred.  The U.S. balance sheet 
includes things like Social Security and 
Medicare, Defense, and uncontroversial 
domestic spending.  The deficit exploded 
during the Trump era amid spending 
surges and his signature 2017 tax cut 
which never paid for itself.  The U.S. 
had a $1 trillion annual deficit in 2020, 
after three years of Trump’s presidency, 
BEFORE the pandemic.  COVID-specific 
spending (most of which can be attribut-
ed to Trump) represents another $3.7 
trillion.  If President Biden literally did 
nothing at all since he was inaugurated, 
we’d be hitting the debt ceiling any-
way – because it’s about paying bills 
we already incurred…  Bills passed by 
prior congresses and prior presidents.
If Trump had won the 2020 election (he 
didn’t) we’d be hitting the debt ceiling 
anyway, this train was put in motion 
years ago).

The debt ceiling was raised countless 

times before the Obama presidency and 
nobody knew about it.  It was routine-
ly raised 90 times in the 20th century.
During Obama’s presidency the GOP 
tried using the full faith and credit of 
the United States as a bargaining chip.
Basically, taking a hostage works when 
the other side cares about the hostage, 
you’re willing to shoot the hostage, and 
they know it.  During Trump’s presi-
dency the debt ceiling was raised four 
times without incident, because the 
GOP didn’t want to negatively impact 
his presidency.  Now that Biden is pres-
ident, the full faith and credit of the 
United States is a bargaining chip once 
again…Democrats care about the coun-
try and the GOP may be willing to shoot 
the hostage…Lovely.

Not to forget COVID-19, but the 
pandemic looks like it is peaking (for 
now)…  Between vaccinated and previ-
ously infected people the virus is run-
ning out of places to go – of course until 
the next variant.  Lambda and Mu will 
probably start ramping up soon.  Last 
week we had 834,015 Americans fall ill 
and 14,077 die – simply inexcusable for 
a country that is so awash with vaccine 
it is expiring in freezers.  Just last week 
we had the equivalent of a 9-11 event 
every 36 hours.

While the epicenter of the crisis is 
“red states,” we can’t forget the small 

pockets of anti-mask, anti-vax senti-
ment in red towns.  I have heard that a 
certain former Spencer Selectman and 
his wife are currently hospitalized and 
not in good shape.  I’m going out on a 
limb and assuming they’re Trumpsters, 
anti-mask, and anti-vax and if that is the 
case it’s honestly poetic justice. 

So far 687,764 Americans have died 
from this disease, the same disease only 
1,231 Australians died from.  The same 
disease 27 New Zealanders died from.
The same disease 4,849 Chinese people 
died from, 17,480 in Japan, 27,691…  Yet 
687,764 here.  That’s just pathetic.

But freedom…

OMAR HAR-YAROK
EAST BROOKFIELD

HAR-YAROK
continued from page A9

one fell swoop everything accomplished 
over the past 245 years by men and 
women infinitely better, stronger, brav-
er, and more genuinely kind and gener-
ous than you could even dream of being. 
“Ask not for whom the bell tolls, it tolls 
for thee”...Baizuo!

JOHN MCRAE
EAST BROOKFIELD

MCRAE
continued from page A9 All we know 

is local
StonebridgePress.

com
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

COMING SOON!

WEBSTER
 Contractors – potential with this 7 
room Cape, 3-4 bedroom, 1st �oor 

family room, workshop
56 Ash St. ~ $299,000

SOUTHBRIDGE: Move right in! 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, Gleaming wood �oors, 1/2 acre lot

22 Hilltop Dr ~ $339,900

HOLLAND:  Fantastic Cape, 3.8 acres, central 
air, 1st �oor family room, 2 full baths, sided, 3 

bedrooms, 2 car garage
215 Sta�ord Rd ~ $389,900 ~ Call Jo-Ann

NEW LISTING

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 305 Beacon Park! Lake View 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse - 10 
Acres Park Like Grounds w/Panoramic Lake Views! Yr Round Living or as 2nd 
Home - Summers on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Move-in Condition! Applianced 
Kit! Din Rm w/Slider to the Composite Deck! Frplc Liv Rm w/Wall to Wall Carpeting 
& French Dr to the Deck! Updated Half Bath! Spacious Master w/Wall of Closets & 
Full Bath w/Recent Sky Light! 2nd Bedroom w/Wall to Wall Carpeting & Full Bath just 
outside its Door! 2 Bdrms & 2.5 Updated Baths! Garage w/Opener! Lakeside Heated 
Pool & One of the Best Sandy Beaches on the Lake! Canoe Rack! Rented Boat 
Dock through 2022, Longer Possible! Great Fireworks Viewing! $335,000.00

DUDLEY- 4 Day Rd! Charming 7 Rm, 3 
Bedroom Antique Farmhouse w/Lots of 
Character! Front Parlor w/Hrdwd Floors! 
Open Country Kitchen w/Separate Pantry 
for Your Baking and Storage Needs! Office 
Space/Den/or Reading Area! Laundry 
Area! Large Family Rm w/Chimney for 
Wood or Pellet Stove & Hrdwd Floor! 3 
Bdrms w/Hrdwds! Full Bath! Lots of 
Closet Space! Small Barn & Shed! 
New Septic System! $290,000.00

CHARLTON – 3 Glen Echo Shore! 
Gorgeous Water Views! Year-round 4 Rm 
Bungalow! Home Features Light Filled 
Living Room Open to Work-in Kitchen w/
Custom Built Cabinetry & Tile Counters! 
2 Comfortable Bedrooms! Full Bath w/
Tub/Shower Combo! Four Season Heated 
Sunroom! One Car Garage! Manageable 
Yard w/Fire Pit & Shed! Dead End Road! 
Great Condo Alternative! $215,000.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

AUBURN – 26 Bryn Mawr Ave! Electric Pond Waterfront! Western 
Exposure – Beautiful Sunsets! 8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch! 
Applianced Cabinet Packet Granite Kitchen w/Center Island! 
Dining/Living Room w/Open Floor Plan & Wood Cathedral Ceiling 
w/Skylights! Fireplaced Formal Living Room w/Hrdwds! 3 Season 
Porch! Huge Composite Deck with Tempered Glass Railings for an 
Unobstructed View! Finished Walk-out Lower Level w/Fireplace & 
Water View! Listed by Another, SOLD by Lake Realty! $540,000.00

STURBRIDGE! Big Alum Lake! 243 Big Alum Rd! 6.58 Acres of Privacy! Sub-Dividable! 
West Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! 3,313’ 10+ Rm Cape w/3 - 4 Bdrms & 4 Baths! Features 
Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar & Tile Flr! Frplcd Din Area! Din Rm w/3 Walls 
of Glass & French Dr to the Deck! Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm w/Hearth & Wood 
Stove & Wall of Picture Windows! Spacious Liv Rm w/Pine Flr! Office! Full Bath w/
Laundry Closet! 1st Flr Master w/Slider to the Inground Pool, Walk-in Closet, Marble 
Bathrm w/Separate Tub & Shower & Dble Vanities! 2nd Flr w/2 Spacious Bdrms, Lots 
of Closet Space & Pine Flrs! Full Hall Bath! Lower Level w/Game Rm, Wine/Root 
Cellars! Utility & Storage! 2 Car Attached Garage w/Office/In-Law Suite Above! New 
Driveway Access needs to be Installed! Cosmetic Repairs Needed! $679,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD SOLD SOLD
SOLDSOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg

We Want 
Your Listings!

FITCHBURG - UNIT# 109 CONSTITUTION DR

Chamberlain Hills Condo! 6 Rooms, 2 bed-
rooms, 1 & 1/2 Baths. Finished lower level! 
Hot water baseboard by Natural Gas!  Low 
Condo fee# $202/Mo. $247,000.

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer widows 
& heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. Lg eat-in 
kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming fireplace with 
handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, spacious enough 
for your family gatherings. lower level fireplace family room, 
Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. Reduced $340,000.

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 

$389,900.

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!  $439,900

Featured New Listing!

A RARE FIND! A TRULY ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP 
NOTCH~HIGH QUALITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, 
CLEAN, UPDATED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 SF+- & 3 BRs, 2nd Flr.  
Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- & 2 BRs -1st floor. Oil & Natural Gas 
Heat. Hardwood flrs! granite tops. Enjoy the L-Shaped Cov-
ered Farmers Porch! Level Lot!   $399,900.

SORRY SOLD!

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RDPUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. 
Included seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 
Acres Professionally Landscaped! 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bdrm, Renovated 
Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location! $455,000.  

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appliances.
central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished living 
area., and so much more!  $319,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach! $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! A WEBSTER LAKE waterfront prop-
erty on Killdeer Circle, you won’t want to miss! Offers a prime 
waterfront location! 64’ of water frontage and a gently sloping 
landscape to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed shore-
line. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! Nicely arranged floor 
plan. 5 rooms 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lowerlevel to 
nice size patio! Garage. $650,000.

ON DEPOSIT SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Oxford - 2 Merriam Rd  80 +/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & 
Charlton! Great Location for Horses! $329,000. 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.

$115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

OXFORD - 10 BEVERLY STREET
2 Family! A RARE FIND, BUILT IN 1967!! 2 PARCELS =16,224 
SF!! EXTREMELY WELL MAINTAINED! Total 9 rooms, 5 Bed-
rooms, 2 baths. 2nd apartment is a perfect mortgage helper!! 
Electric Heat. Beautiful Hardwood Floors! LARGE Outside Deck 
and Patio. Beautiful & roomy yard.Off Street Parking! Conven-
ient to I-395. Neighborhood Setting! The Extra Lot offers Add-
ed Privacy and also could be the Perfect Space for a Garage!  

$449,000.
ON DEPOSIT

SORRY SOLD!

SORRY SOLD!

SORRY SOLD! SORRY SOLD!

Webster 3 Units 
$389,900

2 family with 2-2 bedrooms 
apartments, modern kitch-
ens and bathrooms. Two 
38 foot garages with 11’ 
garage doors. Third unit is 

a 400 sq. ft. garage with automatic garage door and burglar 
alarm. Located on dead end street.

Dudley Tri-Level $399,900
9 rooms 3 bedrooms 1.5 bath 
with attached garage. Two fire-
places, formal dining room, 
entertaining size living room. 
26’x22’ family room with fire-
place. Large rooms throughout. 
Possibility of 1st floor office 
with 1/2 bath. Lots of extras 
141 West Main St

Webster 17 acres $114,900
All the privacy in the world but minutes to Rt. 12, Rt. 16, and Rt. 
395, lots of trees to burn in your new home.

Webster Mobile Home House Lot $59,900
No park fees with level mobile home lot. Town water and sewerage. 
Off School St

Dudley 3 acres 
$450,900

Large 5 room 3 bedroom 
2 bath Cape. Large rooms 
throughout. Two car at-
tached garage. Beautiful 
grounds. You have lots of 

privacy but not total isolation. Utility building for storing 
equipment.

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438

callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

49 Main Street

 Sturbridge, MA 01540

Open House 
Sat. 1-2:30PM

REAL ESTATE
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improving the quality of life for local 
families. Having grown up in Leicester, 
Antanavica co-founded the organiza-
tion as a way to give back to neighbors 
in need.

Among other services provided to 
the community, Deja New assists fam-
ilies during emergencies; pays house-
hold bills for families in crisis; and 
lends medical equipment not covered 
by insurance. The organization also 
sponsors targeted fundraisers for one-
time necessities and provides students 
with internships focused on service and 
vocational skills.

“As a co-founder and the secretary 
and clerk for the Board of Directors, 
Deborah wears many hats for the orga-
nization,” read a statement released 
by the Patriots Foundation. “Together, 

with the Board of Directors, she devel-
ops the annual strategic plan, manages 
the budget, and oversees Deja New’s 
unique marketplace where they sell 
new and gently used furniture, home 
décor, toys, and more. Thanks to her 
leadership, Deja New has purchased a 
wheelchair-accessible van for a child 
in need, helped purchase a seizure alert 
dog for a child with epilepsy, and much 
more.”

When asked why she co-founded Deja 
New, Antanavica responded, “Because 
it needed to be done. I believe that we 
need to do what we can to help the peo-
ple in our community and not wait and 
hope that someone else will do it.”

In addition to her efforts with Deja 
New, Antanavica is the founder and 
president of the Leicester Hearts for 
Heat chapter, helping to provide heat 
to more than 100 families each winter. 
Among other duties with the organi-

zation, she informs residents on how 
to apply for fuel assistance; reviews 
applications to ensure that they meet 
the criteria for receiving aid; manag-
es the budget; and runs fundraisers. 
During the height of the pandemic, local 
demand for fuel assistance increased 
significantly, but Antanavica’s efforts 
helped families stay warm through the 
long winter.

All Patriots Difference Maker Award 
winners will participate in a special 
year-end celebration. They will also 
receive a pair of tickets to attend the 
Patriots’ final regular season home 

game against the Jacksonville Jaguars.
This year marks the 11th season that 

the Patriots Foundation has presented 
its weekly award program honoring 
community service. Since its inception, 
the program has honored 150 individu-
als and disbursed more than $675,000 to 
local nonprofits.

To learn more about the program, or 
to nominate a volunteer for the Patriots 
Difference Maker of the Week Award, 
visit www.patriots.com/community.

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen 
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

3 bedroom 2 bath split level ranch! The open floor plan 
offers a cabinet packed kitchen with granite countertops 
and a center island, dining area with a slider to the 12x12 
deck, large living room with tons of natural sunlight & 
hardwoods! Wonderful master suite with a private bath-
room and double closets, 2 more nice sized bedrooms! 
Oversized 2 car garage under and plenty of room to finish 
the walkout lower level! Absolutely beautiful lot close to the 
West Brookfield Common!! Spring delivery. 5 Foster Hill 
Road $369,900

WEST BROOKFIELD 
(To be built similar to photo)

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the 

Real Estate 

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$163,361,680.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

WEBSTER

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

6 units
 1-bedroom units, sided, 

50 year roof, 
o� street parking

227 School St. ~ $599,900

To have your open house listed in this directory. 

Please contact June Simakauskas 508-909-4062

Open House Directory
(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

ADDRESS STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
DUDLEY
141 West Main St S 1:00-2:30 $399,900 ReMax Professional Associates
    Conrad Allen 508.400.0438

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Hope
Most of us are 

hoping for things. 
Hoping to meet 
someone special, 
hoping to get a new 
job, hoping our busi-
ness works out, hop-
ing our loved ones 
break the addiction, 
hoping to hear good 
news from the doctor. 

There are a few definitions 
of hope in the dictionary.  One 
description says: to want some-
thing to happen or be true and 
think that it could possibly 
happen or be true. 

Another definition is: a wish 
or desire that something will 
occur.

Those two definitions, it 
seems to me, are the way most 
people use the word hope today. 

“I hope I get the job,” “I hope 
things work out,” “I hope I 
get a raise,” “I hope to be can-
cer-free,” “I hope I get a puppy 
for Christmas!” “I hope we win 

the game…” 
These are merely 

wishes. They might 
happen, they might not 
happen, and it’s a pas-
sive way to approach 
a desire. It doesn’t 
require anything of 
you. 

There is another 
definition of hope: to expect 
with confidence.

This type of hope requires 
you to believe with a confident 
expectation. It requires you to 
have faith; It’s active, not pas-
sive.

A lot of people like to say, “I 
hope for the best but expect the 
worst.” Sadly, it seems that’s 
how a large portion of people 
live their lives. 

I had a friend who was fond 
of saying, “I always expect the 
worst to happen, so that way 
I’m never disappointed.”  

Upon contemplating what he 
was saying, I began to realize, 

whether he knew it or not, what 
he was saying was, “I expect to 
live a life of disappointment,” 
or “I hope the worst happens; 
that way, I’m never disappoint-
ed.” 

When you have that type of 
mindset, you’re satisfied when 
every disappointment occurs 
because it’s a reassurance that 
you’re correct; disappointment 
becomes a reward!

Sure, bad things happen, and 
preparing for the worst out-
come could be a wise thing to 
do, but to expect disappoint-
ment around every corner is a 
road that leads to a lifetime of 
dissatisfaction.

A different and better way 
to hope and expect with confi-
dence is to predict the best pos-
sible outcome, expect to win, 
expect success, expect good 
health, and accomplish your 
goals. 

Do you think winners ever 
hope to lose? Does Tom Brady 

walk out onto the field hop-
ing and expecting not to get a 
Super Bowl ring? 

One of his best quotes is, 
“You wanna know which ring 
is my favorite? The next one.” 

That’s powerful!
He may be blessed with fan-

tastic football abilities, but I 
would be shocked if he had a 
hope and confident expectation 
that disappointment lurked 
around every corner. Some of 
his quotes say precisely the 
opposite. 

 “If you want to perform at 
the highest level, then you have 
to prepare at the highest level.” 

If you’re preparing to per-
form at the highest level, then 
you’re hoping and expecting 
the best possible performance. 

A lot of you reading this 
are probably thinking, “Yeah, 
Yeah, but I’m not Tom Brady, 
and I’ve never won at anything 
like he does, so why should I 
hope and expect the best possi-

ble outcome? It’s not realistic.” 
I get that. I’ve spent large 

parts of my life expecting the 
worst. When I lived with that 
attitude, things never got bet-
ter; they only got worse. I was 
unhappy, irritated, pessimis-
tic, lost, and unable to see that 
my thoughts were the cause 
of it all. I was so far from my 
dreams and goals I didn’t think 
I’d ever find my way back.  

The only time things ever 
turned around and moved in a 
direction I wanted for my life 
was when I changed my think-
ing and began hoping and con-
fidently expecting for the best! 
Now, after many years with 
this attitude, I’m happier than 
I’ve ever been, and I’m closer to 
accomplishing my dreams than 
ever before. 

It’s never too late to become 
the best version of you.

TOBY
MOORE

POSITIVELY
SPEAKING

ANTANAVICA
continued from page A1

GOT A HOUSE 
FOR SALE?

Look for that new 
home in our real 
estate section.
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FOSTER
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To 
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need. 

24/7 Support 
Generous

Reimbursement,
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split & Delivered

Green or Seasoned

Call Paul 508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form!
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers. 

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave 
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies!
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry, 
239 West Main Street, 

East Brookfield 
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236 
or cell: 508-341-6355

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs. 
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

GIANT 
Yard 
Sale
St. Roch Church

October 2nd
 8 AM - 2 PM

334 Main St., Route 12
Oxford, MA 01540

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at 
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS

APARTMENT FOR RENT
LEICESTER

1 bedroom with 2nd floor loft bedroom
Large deck, appliances 
including stacked W/D. 

Off street parking
Dumpster, maintained

Quiet area, close to Mass Pike, 290, Rt 9, 
and on bus line

$1295 + utilities
call 508-868-5766

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

7 Lyon Street
SOUTHBRIDGE

�rst �oor, 3 bedroom, 
no pets, non smoker

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

WEB PRESSPERSON 
& PRESS HELPERS 

NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY

Stonebridge Press

Please email resume and phone number 
to Jimmy DiNicola at: 

jim@stonebridgepress.news

Stonebridge Press, located in the 
Worcester County area of 

Massachusetts is looking for a full-time 
Web Pressman and Press Helpers to 

work in our Southbridge printing 
facility. Four years of web press 
experience is preferred but not 

necessary.
�ese positions are year-round, 

Monday-Friday printing publications 
for our group of local 

community newspapers.
Stonebridge Press o�ers competitive 

wages, paid vacation and holiday time, 
and company sponsored 401k.

NOW HIRING
Press Brake Operator
Sheet Metal Mechanic

Waterjet Operator

– Full Time Positions –

Competitive wages, and Benefits.

Apply in person or send resume to 

doscosheetmetal@gmail.com

6 Grafton St., Milbury MA 01527 

p:508.865.9998 | f: 508.865.9999

28 Mt. Pleasant Street
North Brookfield, MA

Sat., October 9 - 8am-2pm
Sun., October 10 - 8am-noon
Rain or Shine - No Earlybirds

CHURCH YARD SALE
HUGEAnnual

NURSING ASSISTANTS

$500 Sign-On Bonus 
for 1+ year of experience.

For competitive pay and fantastic 
benefits, visit our website to review 

job requirements and apply:
jobs.milfordregional.org.

HOUSEKEEPING/ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES TECHS

$500 Sign-On Bonus for 1+ year of 
experience. Great benefits. 

Variety of shifts, differentials apply.
High School Grad/G.E.D. preferred.

Visit our website to apply:  
jobs.milfordregional.org/

HOUSE FOR SALE
~WOODSTOCK~

3 bedroom ranch on 2 acres
new septic, roof, windows, 

flooring and lighting
$299,000

860-382-5071

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
TOWN OF CHARLTON

�e Town of Charlton seeks to �ll a part-time Custodian position (15 hours per 
week) at the Police Department. �e Custodian is responsible for performing 
custodial, maintenance, and grounds keeping work. Salary is $15.43-$17.20/

hr. To apply for the position or to see a full job description go to
https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/human-resources.

 Applications must be received by October 7, 2021. 
�e position will remain open until �lled.

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

PART-TIME
ASSISTANT ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER / INSPECTOR

TOWN OF CHARLTON
�e Town of Charlton seeks to �ll a part-time position (hours vary) for an 

Assistant Animal Control O�cer/Inspector. Must have knowledge of State and local 
law regulations related to Animal Control; Must have 3 years of experience with 
animal care and control. Must be able to obtain ACO certi�cation. Hours vary 

depending on needs. To apply for the position or to see a full job description go 
to https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/human-resources. 

Applications must be received by October 7, 2021. 
�e position will remain open until �lled.

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity employer and encourages diversity.

HOMEMAKERS / PC AIDES 
WANTED

Part Time Jobs
Flexible Hours
Must have car

Work in Milford, MA area
Call PRIMARY HOME CARE at

(508) 478-3500
for more information

$$ WANTED CARS & TRUCKS $$
See us First or Last

to sell your vehicle or trade it in
Paying Top dollar $$$

BARNES ENTERPRISES
272 W. Main Street

East Brookfield, MA 01515
508-867-7413 | www.getauto.com

Bob  508-314-3125 | Chris 774-200-9083

ments, such as the school department. 
There’s still a lot of work to be done, but 
the hard part is done and we can start 
having serious discussions on what to 
do with the Becker property.”

Residents got a glimpse last month 
of the possibilities offered by the cam-
pus when it served as an emergency 
host for the annual Harvest Fair due to 
an incomplete sidewalk project on the 
Town Common. Fair guests and craft-
ers alike were thrilled with the arrange-
ment and accessibility of the campus, 
as well as its ample parking.

“The ballot box vote sent a clear 
message that Leicester is moving for-

ward as one Leicester,” said Selectman 
Allen Phillips. “We could not have 
asked for any better results from the 
residents. I am proud of the people in 
Leicester and the way they helped to 
move this forward. They were laser 
focused and will continue to be part of 
the process.”

Home to 19 buildings on 28 acres, the 
college closed at the end of this past 
academic year due to financial strug-
gles worsened by COVID-19. The prop-
erty includes a new turf field; a campus 
center; a veterinary health clinic; a 
gymnasium; the historic May House; 
several dormitories and other residenc-
es; and the Swan Library. Additionally, 
the college’s kitchen, gym equipment, 
and veterinary equipment are included 
in the sale, as well as the IT network 

and equipment.
Officials said portions of the property 

could be used to significantly improve 
the town’s schooling situation. Last 
year, voters rejected a new school pro-
posal, and officials have scrambled to 
find a solution to aging school buildings 
and outdated equipment.

Officials also emphasized the his-
torical significance of acquiring the 
campus. They are especially interested 
in preserving the May House, which 
was once a stop on the Underground 
Railroad. Several voters told the New 
Leader they supported the town acqui-
sition to ensure that outside businesses 
and organizations didn’t take over the 
campus.

Two open house events were held at 
Becker over the summer to familiarize 

voters with the property prior to town 
meetings.

Looking ahead, the town will like-
ly form committees to help determine 
a comprehensive plan following the 
acquisition. Additionally, the Select 
Board and Town Administrator’s office 
will work together to create a building 
maintenance and grounds plan for all 
newly acquired structures.

Officials will also determine which 
buildings could be considered for lease 
or sale to create additional revenue. 

“Now that we have met the time-
frames, once this is approved through 
the A.G.’s office, we will take a slow 
and methodical approach to make sure 
we get this right,” Selectman Phillips 
added.

BECKER
continued from page A1
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LEARN MORE AT THE IN PERSON

**JOB FAIR**
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1ST

12:00PM- 4:00PM
76 County Road Eastford, CT 06242

For Advertising 
Information

Call 508-764-4325
email: ads@

stonebridgepress.news

Hiring?
Reach 
More
Local 
Applicants

Help
Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (508) 909-4105
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508-885-3861
16 Hastings Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

mdgurkphd3@verizon.net

Healthy Mind
Healthy Family

Licensed psychologist provider

Licensed marriage and family therapist

41 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SPENCER 
AREA FAMILIES, ALL AGES

NOW AVAILABLE NEW FLEXIBLE
AND OPEN SCHEDULE

Dr. Mitchell D. Gurk Ph.D.
BCPC
DplmtMost insurance accepted

Celebrating
41 Years

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

The
Harvest

Is In!

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Brown • Blue • Blush • Purple 

• Red • White • Lt Gray 
• Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone • Title V Sand 
• Presby Sand • Concrete Sand 

• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 
• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Cold Patch

SELF PICK-UP OR CALL
TO SCHEDULE YOUR
DELIVERY TODAY!

HOME OWNER
FRIENDLY

NO
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Where Everyone Goes For Their 
Piece Of The Earth!

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SCREENED LOAM
STORED IN BUILDING

DELUXE ELECTRIC 

DRYER
Reg. $49999

$47999

GIANT
TOY DEPARTMENT

100’S OF 
FREEZERS
IN STOCK

Mon-Sat 10-9 • Sun Noon-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $199999

$149999

OVER THE RANGE

MICROWAVE OVEN
Reg. $26999

$22999

DELUXE

DISHWASHER
Reg. $49999

$39999

WHIRLPOOL

TOP WASHER
Reg. $69999

$59999

KITCHENAID

DISHWASHER
Reg. $99999

$89999

TV SALE

DEHUMIDIFIERS
IN STOCK!

DON’T BUY
TILL YOU SEE US!

Lots of Appliances, 
Bicycles, Grills, Toys, 

TV’s and Electronics in Stock!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566

508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week

11am-7pm
~ ENTRANCE IN BACK~

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Sandwiches • Salads • Entrees  • Baked Goods • Desserts
And much more!

FOOTBALL 
SEASON 
IS BACK!

Come check out our Game Time Grab ‘N’ Go Fan Favorites!

Summers occurring in a fall, especially 
across the northern areas where frost/
freezes usually come early.”

In short, any spell of unseasonably hot 
temperatures after autumn has official-
ly begun is called an Indian Summer.
Unless of course you’re a weather purist, 
in which case it isn’t officially Indian 
Summer unless the summer temps occur 
after a frost.

**
So where does the “Indian” in Indian 

Summer come in?  Like most old New 
England history, it’s not crystal clear.
The most likely explanations?  According 
to the aforementioned Deedler, one the-
ory is that Native Americans hunted 
during such warm autumn spells, since 
the hazy air allowed the hunter to better 
sneak up on its prey.  Supporting this 
explanation is a practiced the Native 
Americans to set fires to New England 
woods and grass to create hazy, smoky 
conditions. Another theory is that the 
Indian in the title refers to the ocean.
Deedler recounts how ships in the Indian 
Ocean typically loaded up their cargo 
during the fair weather season, marking 
their hull level with the initials IS, for 
Indian Summer.

**
Early America Weather Forecasters: 

Native Americans have a long history of 
predicting the weather through nature.
They taught many of these weather 
forecasters to the early settlers, some of 
which have continued to aid farmers for 
centuries. Here is the logic behind some 
of the oft repeated phrases:

Phrase: When squirrels chatter, rain 
will follow.

Principle: Squirrels chatter while gath-
ering or eating food, both of which they 
tend to do before a rainstorm.

Phrase: A mile winter is in store if 
a muskrat builds his house toward the 
edge of the lake it.

Principle: A muskrat requires open 
water to leave of his house.  If he builds 
near the edge of the lake, it means he 

knows that there won’t be a long hard 
freeze.

Phrase: If a muskrat builds his house 
toward the middle of the lake, a long 
winter is ahead.

Principle: If there’s going to be a long 
freeze, the muskrat will build in deep 
water to prevent freezing.

Phrase:  If snakes are out in the fall, it 
will be a long autumn season.

Principle: Snakes hibernate in the win-
ter, so their appearance in fall can be an 
indicator of a longer than usual season.

Phrase: If crows are seen in February 
there will be an early spring.

Principle: Birds follow instinctive 
migratory patterns and routes at vari-
ous times of the year.  Their arrival and 
departure are indicators of the seasons.

Phrase: When leaves on the ash trees 
turn upward it will rain.

Principle: Moisture in the air affects 
the position of some types of leaves.

Phrase: When cranes return south-
ward in the early fall, we will have a 
storm.

Principle: Cranes always move ahead 
of a storm.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three course dinner for 
two at the renowned restaurant, located 
on Route 131 across the town common in 
historic Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the 
business of dispensing tips, not inventing 
them (although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you? Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters? If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or hints to: Take 
the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 01550. 
Or email KDRR@aol.com. Hints are 
entered into a drawing for dinner for two 
at the historic Publick House Inn.

TRAINOR
continued from page A10

IT’S GOIN’ 
DOWN!

CHECK OUT THE 
SPORTS ACTION!




