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Ron LaPrade (DPHS 1982) and company owner since 2000 
A mortgage broker like Ron has more options to see what is best for you!

Face-To-Face Mortgage Co.
ph: 508-892-8988    e: Ronald.laprade@verizon.net

Mass. Mortgage broker number NMLS #1241

Get Pre-approved  

before you start  

looking to buy! 

RATES ARE LOW! 
If your existing mortgage is NOT 

already in the 2’s, please give me a call!
Ask me about 

VA IRRRL Loans for Veterans

Great Time To Buy Or Refinance!

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

WARREN – Quaboag 
Regional School District lead-
ers recently honored a man 
who has dedicated more than 
three decades of service to the 
school community.

After 35 years on the Quaboag 
Regional School Committee, 
Cliff Fountain will not pursue 
another term. During a June 
8 meeting, School Committee 
members presented Fountain 
with a plaque honoring his ser-
vice. 

Throughout his tenure, 
Fountain always enjoyed learn-
ing something new while sup-
porting the district’s students 
and staff.

“It was a very good learning 
experience,” Fountain said of 
his years on the committee. “I 
was always interested in educa-
tion and wanted to serve.”

A resident of Warren, 
Fountain has been described 
by school officials and cit-
izens alike as a local leg-
end. He has received every 
award available through the 
Massachusetts Association of 
School Committees (MASC), 
including the MASC Lifetime 
Achievement Award, the MASC 
All-State Award, and the MASC 
Life Membership Award. 

But although Fountain has 
been bestowed with several 
honors in his career, he was 

never interested in personal 
accomplishments. Each time 
he attended a meeting, he was 
solely focused on bettering the 
district.

“I have never met a more 
devoted family man in my life, 
and I will miss seeing Cliff at our 
School Committee meetings,” 
said QRSD Superintendent 
Brett Kustigian. “The man is 
a legend in Warren, and he is 
well known across the state.”

From policies to technologies, 
Fountain has seen many devel-
opments in education during 
his tenure. Increased STEM 
learning opportunities and elec-
tronic innovations in the class-
room have been a few of the 
major advancements over the 
last decade. For Fountain and 
his colleagues, it was always 
a priority to stay current on 
the latest ways to enhance 
learning. In addition to his 
role on the School Committee, 
Fountain also served on the 
board of directors for the 
Massachusetts Association of 
Regional Schools.

“I enjoyed serving. There 
have been a lot of changes over 
the years,” Fountain said of his 
time with the QRSD. 

Not only are Fountain’s years 
of service memorable to all 
school officials and students, 
but also his kind, compassion-
ate demeanor.

“Cliff Fountain has had a pro-

found impact on my profession-
al life as an educator, as well as 
my personal life with my own 
family,” Kustigian added. “He 
truly cares about students, and 
he was the chair of the QRSD 
School Committee when I was 
hired in 2009. I will never forget 
his words of advice: ‘There is 
a difference between a job and 
caring. If you care, it’s not a job. 
When you care, you are most 
effective.’ These are words that 
I live by.” 

Fountain has several chil-
dren and grandchildren, most 
of whom have attended QRSD 
schools. District leaders said it 
will be very strange attending 
meetings without seeing the 
School Committee fixture in 
the building. 

“He is one of the sincerest 
persons that I have ever met,” 
Kustigian said. “The first ques-
tion he always asks me, regard-
less of the hot button education 
issues at the time, is: ‘How is 
your family?’”  

The June 15 School 
Committee meeting was 
Fountain’s last official meeting.  

From all of us at the New 
Leader, congratulations to Cliff 
Fountain on an outstanding 
career.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

BROOKFIELD — With 
direct access to the Quaboag 
River, the newly opened Ben’s 
Tackle Shack is the perfect 
spot for anglers of all ages.

Located at White’s Landing 
along the river (7 Fiskdale 
Rd.), the business is open 
daily from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Whether you’re planning an 
early morning fishing outing 
or a weekend excursion on 
the river, young entrepreneur 
Ben Kenney has plenty of 
offerings to suit your needs.

Kenney, 21, will be enter-
ing his senior year at the 
University of Massachusetts-

Lowell. Majoring in market-
ing and management, he has 
used his knowledge in both 
areas to propel his business 
to a strong start. He has also 
received assistance from his 
father, Daniel Kenney, a long-
time fisherman and entrepre-
neur.

“My business is a bait and 
tackle shop for beginners all 
the way up to the hardcore 
anglers,” said Ben Kenney. 
“My dad is incredibly knowl-
edgeable about fishing and 
knows all about what lures, 
worms, and hooks to get for 
the hardcore anglers.”

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – Bracing for 
budget shortfalls amid the 
COVID-19 crisis, Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School 
District leaders announced 
earlier this month that con-
tracts for several educators 
will not be renewed. 

In light of expected budget 
deficits, district leaders decid-
ed not to renew contracts 
for 22 educators. SEBRSD 
Superintendent Paul Haughey 
hopes the district will rein-
state most, if not all, of the 
teachers once state and local 
budgets become clear.

“The Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional Schools, 
like others across the 
Commonwealth, are fac-
ing financial uncertainty,” 
Haughey said. “The dis-
trict does not yet know how 
much the state can provide 
in Chapter 70, regional trans-
portation, charter school tui-
tion, and circuit breaker reim-
bursement monies.” 

Across the state and the 
nation, the COVID-19 pan-
demic has devastated count-
less sectors of the economy. 
Schools are no different, offi-

cials said, and local education-
al leaders are steeling them-
selves for significant challeng-
es ahead.

“This crisis has been expen-
sive in more ways than any-
one ever imagined,” Haughey 
said. “It is our sincere hope 
and expectation to continue 
the good work we are doing 
within our regional school 
district at the local level with 
our two towns.”

SEBRSD officials initially 
hoped to avoid cutting per-
sonnel, but the long-term bud-
getary impacts of COVID-19 
made their decision unavoid-
able. 

“During this unprecedented 
time, the School Committee, 
along with the administration, 
has had to take swift action 
to make sure the district was 
financially stable,” said Jason 
Monette, the Chairman of 
the Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School Committee. 
“It is important to note that 
our financial situation is 
solely due to this pandemic, 
which crippled the economy 
and may change the outcome 
of our Chapter 70 funding.”   

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Students 
and staff at Leicester Middle 
School have made the most of 
a challenging situation, most 
recently by reimagining a 
beloved tradition.

The school’s unified arts 
department holds its annual 
Olympic Foolery at the end 
of each year. Because remote 
learning made the typical 
tradition impossible, school 
leaders decided to change it 
up this year and preserve the 
fun.

As part of this year’s virtu-
al event, students in grades 
5-8 competed against each 
other by taking part in sev-
eral online challenges. The 
winning grade level (grade 
five) watched remotely as a 
bucket of water was dumped 
on Principal Chris Fontaine 
from the school roof. 

Although this year’s event 
didn’t provide the same 
in-person teamwork opportu-
nities as the usual tradition, 
students still had plenty of 
fun.

“There are still lots of 
fun games to play, and I am 
thankful to the teachers who 
thought of games for us to 
make Olympic Foolery possi-
ble,” said LMS student Lena 
Dolen.

The remote event featured 
several activities and chal-
lenges available through 
Google Classroom. These 
included taking part in triv-
ia night, making sock pup-
pet impressions of teachers, 
creating a balloon-powered 
car, producing an origa-
mi creation, and designing a 
music album cover, among 
others.

James DePace, a STEM 
teacher at LMS, teamed up 
with several other faculty 
members to make the event 
possible. Once students com-
pleted a certain challenge, 
they posted a picture or video 

that was shared with the 
entire school. 

“At the end of the week, 
the grade level with the most 
points will be able to get a 
secret Zoom code to watch 
Principal Fontaine get a 
bucket of water dumped on 
his head from the top of the 
school,” DePace said last 
week. “So far, participation 
has been outstanding.”

Although students often 
long for vacations and snow 
days, the extended time off has 
made them yearn for school. 
They miss their sports, arts, 
clubs, teachers, and hanging 
out with friends – and they 

know that daily life will be 
much different when school 
eventually returns. For now, 
LMS students enjoyed the 
Olympic Foolery as a fun way 
to wrap up the three-month 
virtual school year. 

“In this Olympic Foolery, I 
get to tap into my inner cre-
ativity. We get 25 challeng-
es to do throughout our school 
week,” said LMS student 
Ainsley Whittemore. “All of 
us thank the LMS staff for 
holding this.” 

LMS music teacher Kristina 

Leicester Middle School’s 
Olympic Foolery goes virtual

Photo Courtesy

Leicester Middle School Principal Chris Fontaine takes part in a fun 
year-ending program.

Photo Courtesy

Ben Kenney recently opened Ben’s Tackle Shack in Brookfield.

Ben’s Tackle Shack 
has your fishing 

needs covered

Colleagues wish retiring School 
Committee member well

Possible budget 
shortfall prompts 
school staff cuts

Turn To FOOLERY, page     A3

Turn To BUDGET, page     A17

Turn To BEN’S, page     A17
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Monday throuGh Friday 8:30aM-4:30PM

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Greige • Brown • Blue • Blush 

• Purple • Red • White 
• Lt Gray • Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone 
• Drainage Stone

• Title V Sand • Presby Sand
• Brick Sand • Sandbox Sand  

• Pool Liner Sand
• Concrete Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Cold Patch • Crushed Asphalt

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

Screened Loam Stored in BuiLding

Where Everyone Goes  
For Their Piece Of The Earth!

Credit & Debit Cards ONLY

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

Our Family, Protecting Yours
for over 45 Years!

Scotland Hardwoods is now offering 
100% natural premium Hardwood Brown Bark Mulch 

(absolutely no additives) at wholesale prices.
100 sq.ft. of coverage = 1 yard of mulch

Come pickup (M-F  7am-3pm) 
or we can deliver to you free 

(through Memorial Day).
Cash, check and 

 credit cards accepted.

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupon WHITCO Hours: : Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm 
Sunday Noon- 7pm

140 Main St., Spencer, MA
 508-885-9343

FAST NEXT DAY  
DELIVERY OR  

SAME DAY PICK-UP

SAMSUNG DELUXE
 GAS STOVE

 Reg. $79900 

$62999

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR

 Reg. $59900 

$56999

KITCHENAID 
DISHWASHER

 Reg. $79900 

$69999

7300 LG
WASHER  

OR DRYER
 Reg. $74900 

$69999

MAYTAG
TOP 

WASHER
 Reg. $69900 

$56999

LG SELF CLEANING 
SMOOTH TOP

STOVE
 Reg. $64900 

$59999

LG FRONT  
LOAD WASHER

Reg. $89900

 
$69999

GE FRONT LOAD
 WASHER

 
$69999

WE HAVE 
BIKES 

         IN 
          STOCK 

WE 
REPAIR 
BIKES.
E-BIKES 

 IN 
STOCK!

DEHUMIDIFIERS  
 IN STOCK!

AIR CONDITIONERS OVER 1000 IN STOCK!

TV SALE
65” LG Reg. $649.99  $569.99
55” Smart Reg. $399.99  $319.99
Vizio 58” Reg. $449.99 $369.99
43” LG Reg. $349.99  $299.99
32” Smart Reg. $199.99  $159.99

GAS GRILL SALE OVER 500 IN STOCK! (INCLUDING WEBER)

$189999

4TH OF JULY TV & APPLIANCE SALE 4TH OF JULY TV & APPLIANCE SALE 
$AVE $100’S ON SELECT TV’S & APPLIANCES$AVE $100’S ON SELECT TV’S & APPLIANCES

Washers, Dryers, Stoves, Refrigerators, Dishwashers, TV’s, Bikes, Toys
See our July Flyer at WhitcoSales.com

Fun In The SunFun In The SunFun In The SunFun In The SunFun In The SunFun In The Sun

Reaching up to 
43,000 households  

all by mail when 
you run in all  
7 publications

Perfect for ice cream, mini golf,  
driving ranges, golf courses, bowling alleys,  
berry picking, breweries, animal farms,  
gift shops, antique shops, orchards,  
boat rentals, bait & tackle & more!

Stonebridge PressStonebridge Press
presents…presents…

For the Spencer New Leader,  
Charlton Villager, Auburn News,  

& Blackstone Valley Tribune

Call June at 508-909-4062  
or email  

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

For the Sturbridge Villager,  
Southbridge News, & Webster Times

Call Mikaela at 508-909-4124  
or email

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Prices below:
1 Paper  - Cost $40/ per 2.4” X 4” block 
one paper (reg. $64)

4 Papers -  $100 (reg. $160)

ALL 7 Mass Papers - $175 (reg. $224)

Double/triple blocks available  
if you need more space

Your Choice From Below:
Blackstone Valley Tribune, Charlton Villager,  
Sturbridge Villager, Auburn News, Webster Times, 
Southbridge News, Spencer New Leader

Coming on 
July 24

Deadline  
July 17 noon

788 Main Street, Holden
508-829-4794

389 Main Street, Spencer 
508-885-3560

VILLAGE GARDEN CENTERS

10-11” Hanging Baskets
2 for $30

or $17.50 ea.

FREE VEGETABLE PLANTS
Get $10.00 worth of 

4 pack, 6 pack, & 4” vegetables free 
While supplies last.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY
To help your family through these 

troubling times

Local students graduate from 
Western New England University

SPRINGFIELD — Western 
New England University con-
gratulates over 950 students who 
received their academic degrees 
in May 2020.

The following students earned 
their degrees:

Erin Butts of Brookfield grad-
uated summa cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science.

Kayla Bolduc of Leicester 
graduated summa cum laude 
with a Bachelor of Science.

Matthew Menard of Brookfield 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science.

Anthony Baldino of East 
Brookfield graduated with a 

Bachelor of Science.
A Salute to Undergraduate 

students of the class of 2020 fea-
turing a driving parade of the 
Western New England commu-
nity, conferral of degrees, mem-
ories of the journey, and a live 
chat can be viewed here (https://
youtu.be/ruftr3pw-1o).

A Salute to Doctoral, 
MMaster’s, Law, Pharmacy, 
and Occupational Therapy stu-
dents of the class of 2020 can be 
viewed here (https://youtu.be/
XqJt1bKKjcY).

All Class of 2020 students will 
be warmly welcomed back to 
campus for a traditional ceremo-

ny when it is safe to do so.
Having just celebrated its 

Centennial, Western New 
England University is a private, 
independent, coeducational 
institution. Located on an attrac-
tive 215-acre suburban campus 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, 
Western New England serves 
3,825 students, including 2,580 
full-time undergraduate stu-
dents. Undergraduate, gradu-
ate, and professional programs 
are offered through Colleges of 
Arts and Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, and the School 
of Law.

News, really 
close to home
StonebridgePress.com

Local
Heroes

FOUND HERE!
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AccurAcy WAtch

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • 508-769-6603
Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$275
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 508-868-4291
MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com 

New Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10-2•Thurs 1-5
Expanding Hours Soon  

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For all your Jewelry needs…
Shop Local

Engagements, Birthdays,  
Anniversaries, Grads, or just because

Stop in or text us at 508-885-3385 if you prefer 
an appointment, to assist you with all your 

jewelry needs. Trust Cormier Jewelers of Spencer 
to safely assist with your purchase or repair  

of all your fine jewelry.

TOGETHER TOGETHER 

STRONGSTRONG
Together Strong, we will weather this storm. Stay healthy everyone!

Businesses, STAY CONNECTED with your customers through  
Stonebridge Press Newspapers! 

Thank you to the businesses below for sponsoring this page and the  
information provided. Please contact your Stonebridge Press advertising  

sales rep to advertise on this page next week by Friday 2 pm.

Spencer New Leader 
Charlton Villager 

Auburn New 
JUNE SIMAKAUSKAS 

508-909-4062

Sturbridge Villager
Southbridge News

Webster Times & Blackstone Valley Tribune
MIKAELA VICTOR 

508-909-4126

ANYTHING GOES  - 
TRASH, DEMO & METAL

DISPOSE 
ALL

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

INCLUDING METAL!  

You got it! We’ll take it!

CALL TODAY! 
774-696-7267

A Division of Brunelle & Sons Landscaping 

Spencer, MA

Dumpsters 
 8 yd.  12 yd.  15 yd.

Call For Pricing
 (Please load metal last or on top.) 

BIODEGRADABLE WASTE -  

NO PROBLEM!  

Must not be mixed with  

other items we remove.

Call us first or call us last - 
we’ll get you cleaned up fast!

Family Owned & Operated  
57 S. Maple St.,  (Rt. 9)Brookfield

508-867-6035
Like Us On Facebook & Instagram

Call ahead for curb-side pick-up 
OR COME ON IN! 

Great selection of craft beer, 
specialty summer drinks, fine wines  
36 Packs $27.99

2020

DRIVE BY 
FOOD DRIVE
Saturday, June 27 

1-5 pm

1 Washburn Sq., Leicester, MA 
In the parking lot behind the

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Drop off your non-perishable food
donation or just pop the trunk and  

a volunteer will unload for you.
ALL DONATIONS WILL BE DELIVERED  

TO THE LEICESTER FOOD PANTRY.

Looney was also thanked for her hard 
work in making the event possible. As 
challenging as it was for students to be 
away from school, staff members had to 
put in even more hours to ensure that 
each child’s needs were met through 
virtual learning.

The LMS leadership team thanks stu-
dents, staff, and families for their team-
work over the last three months.

FOOLERY
continued from page    A1

Bay State Savings Bank hosts 
fundraiser for NEADS 

World Class Service Dogs
W O R C E S T E R 

— Bay State Savings 
Bank is excited to 
announce a month-
long fundraiser to 
help support NEADS, 
a nationally recog-
nized, ADI Accredited 
501 c(3) nonprofit that 
trains highly-skilled 
Service Dogs to help 
people who are deaf 
or have a physical dis-
ability. The fundrais-
er is in honor of the 
Bank’s mascot, Benjie, 
celebrating his first 
birthday. 

During this time 
of quarantine, stay-
at-home orders, and 
social distancing 
brought on by the pan-
demic, it has become 
even more appar-
ent just how vital 
NEADS World Class 
Service Dogs are to the 
safety and well-being 
of their owners, many 
of whom are without 
the human assistance 
and support they 
might otherwise have.  

Covid-19 has altered 
many of the existing 
fundraising strategies 
organizations like 
NEADS depend on, 
such as road races, 
truck pulls, fairs, etc., 
which is one of the 
many reasons why 
Bay State Savings 
Bank decided to step 
in and help support 
the organization. 

Donations are 
tax-deductible, and all 
funds raised will be 
used towards train-
ing and placing a dog 
with an individual in 

Massachusetts. Bay 
State Savings Bank 
will match every dona-

tion, dollar for dollar, 
up to $3,000. Donations 
can be made by vis-

iting support.neads.
org/baystatesavings-
bank.

Photo Courtesy

Benjie the Bay State 
Beagle, official mascot of 
Bay State Savings Bank, 
is celebrating his first 
birthday on Saturday, June 
27. To celebrate, we are 
hosting a month-long fund-
raiser in support of NEADS 
World Class Service Dogs, 
based in Princeton, and 
matching all donations, up 
to $3,000. 

Second Chance invites local businesses  
to fight pet homelessness

EAST BROOKFIELD 
— Second Chance Animal 
Services is inviting local 
businesses to partner with 
them in the fight to end pet 
homelessness through access 
to veterinary care. The non-
profit is looking for sponsors 
for the Second Chance Golf 
Tournament, their first live 
fundraising event since the 
pandemic struck, postponing 
the annual dinner auction. The 
tournament will be held July 
25 at Heritage Country Club 
in Charlton, and will feature 
Second Chance’s very first 
online auction where the busi-
ness community can showcase 
their businesses and support 
pets in need. 

Second Chance Development 
Director Lindsay Doray says 
the need is great right now for 
pets whose owners have been 
affected by COVID-19.  

“Our vet hospitals are help-
ing so many pets right now. We 
know how important it is to 
help these pets at our hospitals 

to keep them in their homes 
and out of the shelter. We can-
not let this become a pandemic 
of pet homelessness,” she said.

Doray reports that many 
pet owners relying on 
Second Chance Community 
Veterinary Hospitals remain 
out of work or have seen their 
work hours slashed. 

The golf tournament is 
already half full and Second 
Chance recognized there will be 
some who are not able to attend 
the fundraiser this year.  In the 
past, non-golfers were able to 
attend the luncheon and par-
ticipate in the silent auctions, 
but that won’t be possible this 
year so Second Chance decided 
to add an online auction. 

“There are some really cool 
items already,” according to 
Doray, who is looking forward 
to debuting the auction in 
July. In addition to a pair of 
Adirondack chairs handmade 
and donated by the Hampden 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
auction will feature a copy 

of Caddyshack signed by Bill 
Murray which was donated by 
a friend of Second Chance.

 Information on sponsor-
ships and item donations can 
be found at secondchanceani-
mals.org/events/golf/.  

 Those interested in golf-
ing can still purchase tickets 
online at secondchanceani-
mals.org/events/golf/. Single 
golfers and foursomes are wel-
come. Second Chance encour-
ages golfers to purchase tick-
ets early.  The tournament is 
limited to 76 carts with golfers 
living in the same household 
able to ride together to comply 
with social distancing restric-
tions.  Check in will be 7 a.m., 
and the tournament will com-
mence at 7:30 a.m.

PhotoCourtesy

 Seven-year-old Artemis, currently 
available as foster-to-adopt while 
he is treated by Second Chance for 
Lyme disease

Insightful
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WEST HAVEN, Conn. — 
Shelby Miller of Leicester, 
Emily Ducharme of North 
Brookfield, and Mackensie 
Plante of Spencer were 
named to the Dean’s List 

at the University of New 
Haven for the spring, 2020.

About the University 
of New Haven  
The University of New 
Haven, founded on the Yale 

campus in 1920, is 
a private, coedu-
cational universi-
ty situated on the 
coast of southern 
New England. It 
is a diverse and 
vibrant commu-
nity of more than 
7,000 students, 
with campuses 
around the coun-
try and around 
the world.

Within our col-
leges and schools, 
students immerse 
themselves in a 
transformative, 
c a r e e r - f o c u s e d 
education across 
the liberal arts 
and sciences, 
fine arts, busi-
ness, engineering, 
healthcare, public 
safety, and public 
service. We offer 
more than 100 aca-
demic programs, 
all grounded in 
a long-standing 
commitment to 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e , 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n -
ary, project-based 
learning.

Information is 
available at www.
newhaven.edu.

WORCESTER — Worcester 
State University has 
announced its Dean’s List for 
the spring semester of 2020.

AUBURN: Alexa K Adams, 
Domenic R Astrella, Casey 
L Beaudet, Alysha C Benoit, 
Nicole A Berthiaume, Leo J 
Boisvert, Elizabeth J Cedrone, 
Isabelle R Chan, Sarah A 
Cronin, Molly E Cutting, 
Deanna A Dalli, Quynh D 
Doan, Kerri J Dowd, Danielle 
M Dufault, Julia M Duquette, 
Maxwell B Engel, Alexandra E 
Giaquinto, Carrie A Girardin, 
Rachel A Griffin, Maggie R 
Grogan, Lindsay E Guittarr, 
Sydney J Horanzy, Michael 
E Kelley, Lauren E Kennedy, 
Kaylee A Kittredge, Victoria 
R Konicki, Samantha M 
Kowalchek, Sang Q Lam, 
Jenna L Lanciault, Nora D 
LeBlanc, Eric J Merriam, 
Aleen M Merzoian, Monika 
Mularski, Delaney K Nadeau, 
Samuel M Njuguna, Kennadi 
E Ohman, Ashley M Peck, 
David F Pratt, Courtney J 
Prescott, Renae M Renihan, 
Michael P Riley, Paige F 
Robidoux, Amanda N Roux, 
Emily A Saucier, Samantha 
A Sheehan, Kristen J Sleight, 
Nicholas P Stanton, Brianna 
L Stomski, Caitlyn E Sullivan, 
Aliana Torres, Kiana Torres, 
Katelynn R Wackell, Makenzie 
R Ward, Allison J Woeller, 
Andre Zink

BRIMFIELD: Kayla C 
Archambault, Kelly N Austin, 
Christine Corrow, Elizabeth S 
Croteau, Claudia A Gaumond, 
Jason P Leaming, Kassandra 

Sanchez, Alison P Senecal, 
Anita J Swift

BROOKFIELD: Natasha D 
Austin, Jade E Menard, Aaron 
C Parker, Faye L Rhault, Mia 
E Wilbur

CHARLTON: Michael 
Brunelle, Susan Burtchell, 
Ryker X Capielo, Deven E 
Chaffee, Brenna J Chaisson, 
Michelle A Elliott, Samuel K 
Gaudette, Grace E Gordon, 
Megan R Greenough, Leah 
P Hibbert, Zachary M Hill, 
Abigail E Howard, Bethany 
A Irish, Lyndsay R Jansson, 
Samantha M Johnson, Sabrina 
M Lomax, Matthew A Lovely, 
Krystal A Marment, Jonah J 
Messier, Lauryn A Mulcahy, 
Casey E Mullaly, Stephen 
T Myers, Emily L Novack, 
Kayla R Palmer, Parth S Patel, 
Chace J Pettinelli, Brandon 
A Premo, Emily M Provasoli, 
Athena M Prussman, Johanna 
E Riddle, Kathryn E Ryan, 
Aviya T Singer, Abigail M 
Snopkowski, Abigail M Stone, 
Andrew C Vizzachero

CHARLTON CITY: Julia L 
Fitzpatrick

CHERRY VALLEY: Dima 
A Arabi, Megan Gaucher, 
Elise M Leveillee, Samantha J 
Sealey, Loren M Urena

DOUGLAS: Kirsten B 
Ballou, Amanda L Bara, 
Amanda J Bowker, Sydney C 
Connor, Kayla R Finnegan, 
Sara A Finnegan, Meghan 
L Foley, Maureen L Grady, 
Ethan C Guertin, Margaret E 

Gurney, Alexandra M Hebert, 
Hanna R Kearney, Bethany M 
King, Ryan J Klenk, Melissa 
E Landry, Austin K Lemire, 
Santina M MacGregor, Rachel 
J Maciejewski, Isabel M 
Mazzarella, Ian J Murphy, 
Justin T Pineo, Laurel 
M Schultheiss, Hailey K 
Skowronski, Erin S Theroux, 
Rebekka L White

DUDLEY: Amanda J Babbitt, 
Bailey T Bowes, Bellalorraine 
M Carey-Hicks, Vanessa 
Corriveau, Maria Deyette, 
Emily F French, Megan F 
Gatsogiannis, Juliet L Helock, 
Lauren E Jachimczyk, Sara N 
Jedrzynski, Shelby W Jyringi, 
Amanda Lane, Allison R 
Marrier, Heidi A Marrier, Erin 
Masciangioli, Emily Mattson, 
Jessica N Moore, Kailyn J 
Murphy, Eric W Norman, 
Camryn M Ozolins, Danele 
Pierce, Kyle F Quadarella, 
Amanda L Schramm, Molly H 
Springer, Justyn W Sudyka, 
Sarah E Tonkin, Keara L 
Vangel, Benjamin R White, 
Catherine A Wielock

EAST BROOKFIELD: 
Caitlyn A Bean, Ciara A 
Haddad, Julia E Joyce, 
William J Mitchell, Erin G 
Parker, Matthew P Toomey

EAST DOUGLAS: Hailey R 
Baldwin, Rachel E Sutton

FISKDALE: Jillian R 
Bellville, Beatrice M Korman, 
Emily E Reyes

FITCHBURG: Sarah R Achi, 
Casey L Bidleman, Jacob M 
Boivin, Christian Capoccia, 
Lacey M Eaton, Estefanie 
Palma, Julienette J Rivera, 
Maddisen C Scott, Henley A 
Shipley, Wendy Soto, Ashley 
M Tejada- Villa

HOLLAND: Sarah N Cox, 
Alexis J Palmer

LEICESTER: Jessibelle 
Burgos, Ryan P Carney, 
Hawraa H Chreim, Rhiannon 
L Dugan, Dimitrios 
Gaitanidis, Rose M Grady, 
Kelley A Hall, Amy R Kaiser, 
Efstathia Kapoukranidis, 
Konstantina Kapoukranidis, 
Logan J Laflamme, Josie R 
Lavin, Andrew H Le, Judy 
Le, Rebecca A Lulu, Anthony 
M Madonna, Trevor V Mott, 
Meagan M Perro, Mac T Rice, 
Jaymi-Lyn Souza, Matthew S 
Splaine, Annette K Tran

NORTH BROOKFIELD: 
Brodin P Coughlin, Janet M 

Fortune, Kalie E Harding, 
Dakota R Hinerth, Samantha 
A Howe, Breana L Joubert, 
Madison J Parker, Megan M 
Quigley, Tory E Zalauskas

NORTH OXFORD: Zachary 
E Alicandro, Cinthya M 
Bucaro, Mina L Carrabba, 
Brooke E Dionne, Austin M 
Edwards, Heather M Hibbard, 
Christian D Keeler, Andrew 
D Ravenelle, Susan L Vigeant

NORTH UXBRIDGE: 
Jacquelynn K Rondeau

NORTHBRIDGE: Nicole M 
Ballard, James W Blair, Grace 
O Demers, Zachary J Grenon, 
Connor M Loando, Megan M 
Mattox, Michael D Mattox, 
Sean C Otoole, Cameron J 
Richards

OXFORD: Eleni Baraklilis, 
Haley Belanger, Jamie L 
Blanchette, Samantha L 
Carey, Julia M Carrier, 
Michael A DeGaetano, 
Chelsea Fargnoli, Nicole A 
Feige, Jessica S Gasiewski, 
Amanda D Gevry, Austin 
W Greene, Ian R Inangelo, 
Nicholas R Iudiciani, Ava R 
Krantz, Elizabeth L Lambert, 
Alexander J Lemovitz, Kayli 
R Lopriore, Maci C Melendy, 
Alexis N Melton, Jessica 
Nachilo, Fatima Nadeem, 
Usama Nadeem, Alexander 
G Polis, Bianca P Rheaume, 
Christian T Shadis, Julianne 
E Welsh

ROCHDALE: Gina M 
Endres, Victoria E Keating, 
Callie Kmon, Alyssia L 
Peloquin, Justin P Turgeon, 
Brianna M Walls

SOUTHBRIDGE: Brandon M 
Aviles, Leah Gallipeau, Jane 
B Ghosn, Alysia H Joppas, 
Maxwell R Kimball, David A 
Livengood, Luis R Maldonado, 
Kaighley S Obuchowski, 
Chantelle L Ricard, Laurie E 
Schlatter, Marissa L Stuart, 
Matthew J Travers

SPENCER: Jillian E 
Anderson, John J Arsenault, 
Lilly A Brochu, Taylor A 
Butler, Tyler J Clayfield, 
Michael J Dow, Rachel M 
Duda, Dong L Dzindolet, 
Eric R Fyrberg, Jaymee L 
Hayes, Daniel J Herriage, 
John A Kingston, Jessica L 
Lascom, Richard W Mayne, 
Luz M Mejia, Abigail L Meyer, 
Kayla A Morrison, Jeffrey 
M Morrissey, Jennifer M 
Morrissey, Kassidy R Murphy, 

Mary W Muthiora, 
Kimarilis Ojeda, Nicole 
A Ouellette, Heidi M 

Sadusky, Samantha R Sousa, 
Ariana R Strout, Rachael L 
Thibeault, Selena M Wilson, 
Hayley R Worthington

STURBRIDGE: Megan E 
Curboy, Christen E DiCarlo, 
Brandon M Gatta, Aaron M 
Kingman, David J Novack, 
Mackenzie A Pratt, Katelyn 
S Seguin, Kathryn E Staples, 
Taylor R Whittredge

UXBRIDGE: Corrine 
Bianco, Joel N Buabeng, 
Sara Budic, Allison E Colella, 
Kristen N Connors, Sean P 
Creighton, Felicia T D’Ambra, 
Mikala M Davis, Angelo B 
DeMalia, Nathaniel I deVries, 
David S Echavarria, Lucas 
P Horan, Baron V Horwath, 
Matthew R Johnston, Jessica 
L Kollett, Ellie C Lapan, Sara 
G Lesack, Jade S Letendre, 
Bruce Marchand, Hannah 
M Muggeo, Cara M Parker, 
Victoria L Picotte, Madison 
L Poirier, Keely R Rancourt, 
Russell S Wise, Jillian R 
Zinkus

WALES: Emily I Bready

WARREN: Lauren A 
Banfield, Jamie E Bergmann, 
Jordan A Choquette

WEBSTER: Cody P Adams, 
Brian B Aphram, Sheila A 
Blythe, Emma T Bonneau, 
Kathleen M Cafarelli, Jake 
W Ford, Caitlin D Frabotta, 
Katelyn J Holden, Evan R 
Maniatis, Danielle L Marrier, 
Ethan P Melia, Emilia M 
Noyes, Abbigail J Poplawski, 
Sabrina E Prince, Felicity P 
Robillard, Alicia M Saladino, 
Megan R Scully, Pawel 
Stypulkowski, Andrew S 
Tadros, Savannah J Walckner, 
Sarah M Wong-Kam, Sierra E 
Yuras

WEST BROOKFIELD: 
Kendra Dansereau, Michaela 
L Dupuis, Daniel C Hall, 
Malorie N Kenneway, 
Matthew L Kopacko, Faith 
O Leddy, Alexia C Paquette, 
Tabbatha R Prescott, Katelyn 
A Valley

WHITINSVILLE: Nicholas 
D Billington, Elizabeth R 
Bisaillon, Tyler J Brodeur,  
Meighan A Casey, Courtney 
L Delaney, Michael V DePolo, 
Olivia K Gould, Emily D 
Heldenbergh, Abigail J Karns, 
Christopher M Kirwan, Marisa 
L Lortie, Madison A Malone, 
Jennifer J McLaughlin, Dylan 
D Murray, Alexandra Orn, 
Melissa A Prudhomme, Jared 
R Richardson, Michael A 
Santurri, Kaitlyn R Stewart

Worcester State University Dean’s List

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

new • used • sales • service

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Ruth Lyon 

of West Brookfield

For your generosity with your garden harvest, help-

ing to feed the locals fresh vegetables. Gardening 

is hard work. Thank you for sharing your bountiful 

harvest!

If you would like to nominate an upcoming Person of 

the Week, please email your suggestion and the reason 

you’re nominating him or her, or a group of people to 

June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

Local students named to 
Dean’s List at University 

of New Haven
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5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE RE-OPENED 
FOR INDOOR DINING!
WEDNESDAY – MONDAY 8am-8pm
BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FULL MENU

Thank you to all who supported us during the 
past few months. Greatly appreciated!

E.B. Flatts 
Rte 9  E. Brookfield • 508-867-6643
Breakfast & Lunch Daily • Dinners - Thurs, Fri, Sat

NOW OPEN  
to Dine-in or Take-out!

Call 508-867-6643 or 
check out our  

Facebook page  
for updates.  

Thank you for your business. 

Herb Grilled Chicken Breast
Cuban Panini

Masks required to enter. 
Thank you

$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 6/30/20 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 6/30/20 • Alcohol Excluded

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 
7 Days 
a Week

We 
Deliver

267 Webster St., Worcester  508-798-3111
See our Full Menu on Pages R10 & R11 of  

the 2020 Restaurant Guide

WE MAKE OUR OWN BREAD!

13 Mechanic St.
Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-3760  fiveloavesbakery.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-7 for Take-Out

Take-Out  
Dinner for Two 

Starts at 2pm Monday-Friday~$25.00 
Specials listed daily on  

Facebook and on our Website
Fresh Baked Bread  • Party Platters 

 Pastries, Cookies & Bars 
Specialty Cupcakes & Cake Orders

CLOSED FOR 
VACATION 6/29-7/5 

Re-opening for  
dining services 7/6

Please call ahead for pick-up orders 
 Gift Certificates Available

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS
HOWARD’S 
DRIVE-IN

Since 1947  
 Specializing in Fresh Seafood 

Lobster Rolls • Chicken • Steamers
 Burgers • Dogs • Ice Cream

Rt. 9 West Brookfield 
 (508) 867-6504 or (774) 200-5609 

H Call for Hours H Open 11am H

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Check with your favorite local restaurants frequently to see if their opening status  

has changed. Some may be open for outside dining and others may be opening soon!  
Please continue to frequent your local restaurants by 

ordering take-out or purchasing gift cards.

 Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Knox Trail students show  
support for essential workers

Photos Courtesy

Knox Trail Middle School art students recently showed 
their support for essential workers by creating thank-
you cards. After completing their cards, students added 
them to a shared slideshow. A vote was then taken 
among students to decide the top entries. Winners 
included Madison Barnett, Hannah Luukko, Brenden 
O’Gara, Aiden Fausek, and Grace Kates.

Local teacher and writer reconnect  
for class at St. John’s Summer Academy

REGION — Charlton native Elisabeth 
Gilbride, is excited to announce that 
she will be teaching virtual classes 
Creative Writing to Publish and Intro 
to Freelancing at St. John’s Summer 
Academy, running from July 6-31 at 1-4 
p.m. and 6-9 p.m., respectively.

“Creative Writing to publish will 
focus on writing short stories, a novel, 
novella, play, or poetry,” states Gilbride. 
“The course is not limited to working 
on your chosen literary work, but also 
discusses the process of how to find an 
agent (and what you need to do to get 
there), as well as the steps of publishing 
once you’ve found an agent. I am also 
extremely excited to share that Jenn 
Bishop, a former classmate of mine, who 
is the author of several successful middle 

grade novels, will be a guest speaker in 
this class on July 10 at 1:30 p.m. I plan to 
have additional guest speakers who are 
equally as talented as Jenn added to the 
lineup by the time classes begin.”

Bishop, a native of Sturbridge, and 
alumna of Notre Dame Academy in 
Worcester, where she attended high 
school with Gilbride, is the author of the 
middle grade novels “The Distance to 
Home” and “14 Hollow Road,” published 
by Penguin Random House, and “Things 
You Can’t Say,” published this spring by 
Simon & Schuster.

Gilbride recently made the career 
change to teaching after spending 12 
years in the publishing industry as the 
Executive Editor at the Equine Journal 
(formerly “Horsemen’s Yankee Pedlar”), 

and has freelance written for notable 
publications including Young Rider, 
Sidelines, Chronicle of the Horse, and 
Massachusetts Horse. Gilbride also ini-
tially freelanced for the Stonebridge 
Press and Villager Newspapers, writing 
for the sports sections of the Charlton 
Villager and Spencer New Leader.

“Writing for these newspapers helped 
me develop the confidence that I needed 
with my writing, and greatly benefitted 
me not only by helping me add to my 
portfolio and expanding my resume. I 
was happy to continue writing for these 
publications, while also getting my 
leg in the door at other magazines and 
journals,” Gilbride says. “I learned a lot 
about how to quickly write and develop 
a good sports article.

“I am excited to share my love for 
journalism with students in my Intro 
to Freelancing class, which is intend-
ed to help them obtain experience writ-
ing for a media outlet. It will cover the 
basics of writing shorts, news articles, 
features, and profiles; how to request 
or find an editorial calendar from an 
editor or a publication’s website; how to 
write a query letter to an editor; and how 
to write your article once you’ve been 
assigned one.”

For more information on the classes 
at St. John’s Summer Academy, and to 
learn how to sign up for Creative Writing 
to Publish and Intro to Freelancing, visit 
www.stjohnshigh.org/summer.

To advertise on this page call June at 508.909.4062  
or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news by Friday Noon
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Visit us on-line lamoureuxford.com 
or call 508-885-1000

All of us at Lamoureux Ford would like to wish our loyal customers, family and friends 
well during this difficult time. Our Service and Parts Department is Deemed Essential for commer-
cial and emergency work and will remain open Monday-Friday from 8-3pm. Traditional sales is 
deemed non-essential and operating online and by 1:1 appointments only. Please call to set up an 
appointment.. Check our website for updates. SLOW THE SPREAD and stay healthy! 

366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield
877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SERVICE HOURS ~
Monday - Friday 8:00-3:00

CONGDOM’S 
DONUTS

BY SUE ANGELA HEALY

Every year around the end 
of September 

we are off to Maine – a 
vacation to remember

Going through Wells want-
ing something delicious and 
sweet

So we go to the Congdom’s 
Donuts for our favorite treats

Fritters, pastries, home-
made blueberry pie

So incredibly scrumptious 
bringing a tear drop to your 
eyes

The best in New England 
out of all our six states

One taste and you’ll know 
it was worth the long drive 
and wait

Mo matter what the season 
there is always a huge crowd

Making you and your team-
mates grateful and proud

Taking time out of your 
hectic day

Catering to each and every 
customer – going out of our 
way

Treating perfect strangers 
as if your own family

So very important to oth-
ers and me

Tourists standing in line 
for 20 minutes or more

For breakfast and lunch – 
people waiting patiently out 
the side door

Then warmly greeted by a 
friendly host

Whether just stopping by 
for a coffee or specialty toast

From all over the country 
year-after-year

Many return because the 
staff at your business really 
do care

You will always leave with 
a smile on your face

And you will never find a 
more memorable place

Leaving an impression 
that shall last forever

You will go back again and 
again no matter the weather

The reason why this busi-
ness has such great success

Is because the staff and 
management are the best of 
the best

So if you would like to sam-
ple some of the most delecta-
ble food around

Stop by Congdom Donuts 
– the most dedicated restau-
rant in town

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
GRADUATION DAY

(DEDICATED TO THE CLASS OF 2020) 

BY SUE ANGELA HEALY

To the Class of 2020 Seniors 
the world is unfair

Not spending precious 
moments with friends in 
their final year

Some taking it personally – 
most to heart

When in a short few 
months we’ll all have to part

Reminiscing about what I 
am missing the most

As each of us go our sepa-
rate ways from coast to coast

This is supposed to be the 
best year of all

Feeling fulfilled – joyful – 
standing proud and tall

Posing for class pictures 
– with each our unique look

Years from now looking 
back at our famous yearbook

Never fulfilling our dream 
of that final baseball-football 
game

After June our lives will 
never be the same

Cheerleaders – screaming 
– performing in the stand

These are such spe-
cial memories in so much 
demand

Some classmates you have 
known way back to the first 
grade

Life will go on but memo-
ries never fade 

Deciding what color tux- 
dress you will be wearing to 
your prom

Dancing all nite to your 
favorite song

Who you think will be 
crowned the queen and the 
king?

When your name is 
announced the happiness it 
brings

Never forgetting that very 
first dance

A hug- a kiss filled with 
much romance

After the prom you’ll all 
dive to the shore

Just a few pictures of each 
other – Oh maybe one more

Not comprehending how 
quickly those school days 
went by

As you feel endless tear-
drops fall from your eyes

It’s difficult to know that 
everyone will be moving on

Never seeing each other 
again – trying to be strong

If only we could have spent 
just one last day together

Treasuring every second – 
making it last forever

All would sit in a circle 
telling stories from the past

But that too would go by 
quickly for nothing good 
could last

How do you say good-bye 
to your very best friend

When for the past 12 years 
on them you would depend

In my younger years I 
could hardly wait for this 
day

But now leaving family 
– friends – going to college 
away

All the teachers and staff 
were so considerate and kind

In my thoughts and 
prayers they’re on my mind

Most seniors say I’ll always 
stay in touch

So busy with studies – new 
friends – just seems so much

But somehow each week 
I’ll make time for you

And we’ll chat for hours 
like we used to do

We’ll say I miss you – then 
hang up the phone

Never in your life have you 
felt more alone

Waking up early in the 
morning to start a day brand 
new

For friendship lasts forev-
er that you already knew

So even though you didn’t 
get a chance to receive your 
diploma on stage

You will be starting a new 
chapter in your journey thru 
life – time to turn the page

My heart breaks with – for 
– and because of you

Now it’s time to be proud 
of all your accomplishments 
in all you say and do

Hold your head up high – 
smile – and to yourself you 
will say

I am no longer a senior 
– for me it’s “Graduation 
Day!”

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

I MISS YOU
BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

I miss you.
I miss your 
voice, your smile, 
your laugh…
I miss your 
face, your hugs, 
your kisses…
But most of all
I miss our 
daily chats, 
the ones where 

we connected 
as only a 
Dad and daughter 
are able to do.
I have memories, 
I have photos, 
but I don’t 
have you, 
yet you are 
still alive 
in my mind 
and heart.
Now and then 
a tear escapes, 
but most 
of the time, 
I just 
miss you.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

THE YEARNING
BY SHER MORSE, SPENCER, MA

In this age 
of social distancing, 
it creates a 
deep yearning inside. 
A need for 
a hug, a kiss, 
a mere touch 
of another’s hand.
It’s not just 
an expression 
of love, it’s a deep 
seeded need.
There’s an emptiness 
to life 
without these  
touches of affection.
This distancing 
creates a void 
in our world.
This deep yearning 
just keeps 
rolling on for 
yet another day, 
another week…
When will it 
be fulfilled again?

ABIGAIL W. – GRADE 2 – SEBRSD                                                                     

I like learning from school 
better because I can see my 
friends, teacher and helper  
teacher. My class has gym 
class, art,music and library 
together. My friend Sophie 
and I always  play together. 
We play family. I also prefer 
the school lunch better. My 
favorite school lunch is to  
make your own taco.  Math 
is my favorite subject.  We 
learned this 89>88.    I do 
like some things about home 
learning.   I can have zoom 
meetings and learn spanish.  
My sister  and I can have 
popsicles whenever we want. 
I like blue popsicles the best, 

they’re flavored blue rasp-
berry my sister likes purple 
popsicles the best, they are 
flavored grape.

 What I dislike about  
learning from home, is that I 
can not see Mrs Jones.  I also 
miss my friends.  When I’m 
at  school, I spend less time 
with my family.  Now I see 
them all the time and we can 
do field trips  too!  In conclu-
sion, if I had to choose, I’d 
pick school!!  

ADDISON B.

GRADE 3, SEBRSD

Why I like learning at 
school better than learning 
from home.

Learning from home is 
way different from learning 
at school. When I learn from 
home I get to

sleep in and I am not on a 
schedule, and any time can 
be snack time! As much as I 
love these

things I miss being at 
school. I would rather learn 
at school than learn at home. 
I really miss

seeing my friends and 
my teacher. I like doing fun 
activities with my friends at 
school. I really

miss doing work with 
a partner. I really enjoyed 
doing experiments with the 
class.

When I learn from home I 
get distracted easily. It is eas-
ier to focus more in school 
than it

is at home. My mom and 
I share the same laptop, she 
works from home during the 
day.

Sometimes it is hard to get 
all my work done for that 
day. When I am at school I 
am able to

finish most of my work the 
same day. I miss having art, 
music, gym, and wim. I do 
arts and

crafts, read, dance, sing 
and play sports at home, but 
it is not as fun because my 
friends are not

there.
Those are the reasons 

why I would rather learn at 
school than at home.

ALIVIA G. – GRADE 4 - SEBRSD
    I would prefer to go 

to school rather than learn 
from home. At home I don’t 
feel as motivated to learn, 

like I was at school. At home, 
its harder to learn anything 
new, because my teacher’s 
not there to help explain 
something to me if I get con-
fused.  If I am having trou-
ble getting on a website, my 
teacher can’t show me how 
to get onto it. If I get stuck on 
a problem, my teacher can 
try to help me, but she can’t 
show me how to do it. It’s just 
harder to learn at home.

At home I can’t see my 
teacher in person. At home, 
it’s less fun because I can’t 
see my friends or my teach-
er. It’s more fun when I get 
to be around other people, 
instead of just sitting at a 
table on a computer. Going 
to school is fun but learn-
ing from home is mostly bor-
ing. Sometimes we do zoom 
meetings but other than that 
learning from home is not 
fun. It’s more fun at school.

 At home we can’t do the 
fun activities that we were 
supposed to do at school. For 
instance, we have to miss our 
field trip. We also can’t go to 
field day, or even our spring 
concert. If we were supposed 
to do a class project, now 
we can’t. There is so much 
we are missing while we’re 
stuck at home. Therefore, 
I would rather learn from 
school than from home.

ALYSSA S. – GRADE 1 - SEBRSD
If you ask me, learning at 

school is awesome! I think 
learning at school is awe-
some because you do not 
have to do zoom meetings 
and you can see your friends 
in person. And talk to them. 
You can learn more. You can 
also play knock out. These 
are the reasons why I think 
learning at school is awe-
some. 

AMAYA C.

GRADE 3, SEBRSDWRITING 

CHALLENGE 

In my opinion I like learn-
ing from school because there 
are skilled teachers there. I 
also get to see my friends 
and talk to them. Also, I get 
to use the playground. There 
is also an order to do my 
work instead of my work 
being random. These are the 
reasons why I like learning 
at school instead of learning 
at home. 

AUSTIN B – GRADE 4, SEBRSD

In my opinion working at home is 
better then working at school. I have a 
more flexible schedule. I don’t have as 
much school work. I can hang out with 
my family more.

Working from home lets me have a 
more flexible schedule. I can sleep in 
wake up when I am ready. I can stay up 
later and play video games and video 
chat with my friends. During school I 
have to go to bed at 8:30. When I don’t 
have to go to school I can stay up until 
9:30.  In the morning when I go to school 
I have to get up and my bus comes at 
7:30AM. When I don’t have to go to 
school my mom doesn’t make me do 
school work until 8:30.

Also, when I learn from home, I don’t 
have to do as much work. At school I do 
six hours of work, and at home I do two, or 
sometimes three hours of school work, but 
I also work outside a lot.  I can set up my 
tent and do my work in it. I can take my 
breaks outside. For breaks I like to jump on 
my trampoline, play basketball, and go in 
my woods.  This is a picture of me working 
in my tent.

Most importantly I can spend more time 

with family. We play outside more, bake, 
and play more board games and cards.  I 
also practice baseball with my Dad a lot 
more. Sometimes on Fridays we do a Wiffle 
Ball game. My favorite thing to do with 
my family is any game outside, especailly 
basketball.

As you can see I would rather learn at 
home than at school for many reasons. 
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ALLISON G.

WIRE VILLAGE SCHOOL 1ST GRADE
Home vs School Writing 

Challenge

In my opinion learning at 
school is the best!  It is better 
than homeschool for many 
reasons but these are my 
main reasons why.

The first reason why I 
like learning at school more 
is because I get to see my 
friends and teachers in per-
son.   At school I get to see 
them every day and talk to 
them.  Everyone is so nice, 
especially my wonderful 
Principals and teachers!

I also like to be at school 
because my classmates and 
I get to play fun learning 
games together.   Some of 
my favorite learning games 
are Knock Out and Spin the 
Wheel.  We also have Show 
and Tell where we get to 
bring in something that is 
special to us and share it 
with our classmates.  

Another reason I like 
school is because I get to go 
to special classes like Music, 
Gym, Library and Art.  These 
classes are fun because we 
get to sing, play games, read 
books, and color.  These spe-
cial parts of the day make 
learning extra fun!   

This is why I like learning 
at school rather than home.  I 
really miss Wire Village and 
can’t wait to go back!  

AUBREE D. 

GRADE 3 – SEBRSD

I would rather learn at 
school than at home for a lot 
of reasons. Mainly because 
you get to see your friends, 
but also because I under-
stand better when I’m in a 
classroom learning directly 
from my teacher. I would also 
rather be learning at school 
because we have specials 
like gym and art that are my 
favorite and now we don’t. I 
miss being at school, we get 
blue tickets if we’re good and 
positive office referals with a 
golden ticket that’s worth 5 
blue tickets and if you fill up 
your card you get to go to the 
school store! 

I would not want to learn 
from school though if we end 
up having to wear a mask 
all day.

I think it’s hard to breathe 
when I wear one and it both-
ers my face. Also, if we have 
to move our desk 6ft apart it 
would take up all the space 
in the classroom. I think it 
would be hard to go to school 
if there’s so many rules 
because there’s too many 
kids and not enough space. 
Especially at lunch because 
all of the tables are usually 
full and the kids sit close 
together. Also on the school 
bus because there’s not 
enough seats to have every-
one sit far enough apart.

In conclusion, I have been 
having fun learning from 
home because it’s more 
laid back but I would much 
rather learn at school in my 
classroom with my teacher 
and friends.

AUTUMN G., GRADE 4, SEBRSD
  I strongly agree that work-

ing from home is better than 
working from school. There 
are many reasons why I feel 
this way.                                               

  The first reason why I like 
working from home better is 
that I  feel more  comfortable 
at home. I can sleep longer.  I 
can eat whenever i want.   I 
can wear  pjs  while i do my  
school work. I can also take 
breaks often.  These things 
make me feel more comfort-
able.   

The second reason why I 
like working from home bet-
ter is that I get to spend more 
time with my family.  I can 
play with my dog more.  I can 
also play more board games 
and  video games with my 
parents. We can spend more 
time together because I am 
not in school all day.  Being 

home with my parents more 
makes me happy.

  Those are a couple of the 
reasons why I like learn-
ing from home better than 
school.  

CALLEN M.

GRADE 3 - SEBRSD
  If I had a choice of learn-

ing at home or at my school, 
I would have to choose my 
school.  From my point of 
view, learning in school is 
much easier than learning 
from home.   I cannot con-
centrate being at home since 
there are so many different 
distractions that I am not 
used to hearing and seeing.  
When I am in school, I may 
hear and see distractions all 
day, but I am used to it, and 
it doesn’t seem to bother me 
as much.  If the distractions 
bothered me, my teacher 
knows exactly what to do in 
order for me to keep learn-
ing.  When I am home, my 
mother is busy doing other 
things and doesn’t always 
see that I am struggling.  

I believe that some fam-
ilies don’t always have 
the supplies or technology 
at home to learn like they 
would learn in school.  My 
school has everything I need 
to learn and I never  have 
to worry about any of that.  
I also know that there are 
so many different teachers 
in my school that are there 
to help me.  I get to go to 
Guidance and talk if I need 
to when something is both-
ering me.  I have daily spe-
cials that I really enjoy and 
look forward to.  My favorite 
specials are Gym and Art 
because they are really fun 
and I love the teachers.  As 
far as I know, not all families 
have a yard to play in or art 
supplies to make crafts.  That 
is why learning in school is 
better because all the sup-
plies and activities are pro-
vided by my school.  

Finally the last thing that I 
wanted to point out is about 
video games.  When I am 
learning from home I would 
rather be playing video 
games, and when I am in 
school I don’t think of them 
as much because of all the 
different things I do all day. 
I really hope that I get to go 
back to school soon and I 
really miss my friends and 
teachers.  

CAMERON B., GRADE 4 - SEBRSD

     I would rather learn at 
home than at school.

My number one reason I 
would rather learn at home 
is that I can get all my school 
work done in a couple hours 
rather than be in school until 
almost 3:00. This gives me 
more time to do fun stuff like 
ride my dirt bike and go fish-
ing. When I go to school I 
have to learn, then I have 
to come home and do home-
work so I don’t have much 
time do do fun things. 

  When I learn from home 
I get to sleep in late because 
I don’t have to get to the bus 
stop on time. My mom isn’t 
telling me to hurry up and 
get ready. At home I also get 
to eat when I want to and 
get up from my seat without 
asking. When i am at school, 
snack time and lunch time 
are at the same time every 
day.

There is only one thing 
that I miss about school and 
that is I can’t see my friends 
every day. I only get to talk 
to them when we play video 
games together.

  In conclusion, I think that 
learning from home is better 
than school because there 
are less rules I have to follow.

CAMERON H.

4TH GRADE EBES
In my opinion, I would 

rather learn at school than 
at home. I think there are 
good and bad things about 
learning at home, but I did 

not enjoy it. During my time 
learning at home I thought 
it was hard to stay focused. 
When I am at home I like to 
play outside or play video 
games, but I always had to 
stop and do schoolwork. I 
still was able to learn while 
I was at home, but it was 
not as fun as being at school 
learning. 

 The first reason I 
would rather learn at school 
is I enjoy working on group 
projects. I like getting to 
work with my friends and 
learn together. Group proj-
ects are a fun way to learn 
and sometimes it does not 
even feel like real work. Also, 
when my teacher chooses 
our partners or groups for 
us, we can get to know new 
people. I also like that it lets 
us split up the work so every-
one has less work to do by 
themselves. Most important-
ly, it allows everyone to be 
involved in the project and 
help get a good grade.

The second reason I would 
rather learn at school is 
because of gym class. In gym, 
I love playing capture the 
flag and dodgeball. I enjoy 
being able to practice my 
favorite sports like football, 
basketball, and soccer during 
school. Gym is also a fun way 
to get kids motivated to exer-
cise and stay healthy. Our 
gym teacher shows us a lot of 
new games and ways to have 
fun while getting our energy 
out. Gym is my favorite sub-
ject in school. 

The last reason I would 
rather learn at school is 
because I get to be with my 
friends. I enjoy getting to 
play with my friends during 
recess and sitting with them 
at lunch. If it were not for 
school, I would not have all 
the friends that I do because 
I met most of them there. 
My best friends and I enjoy 
talking about our day during 
snack time. When we get to 
school in the morning, we 
always play wall ball togeth-
er and it is one of my favorite 
parts of the day. My friends 
always make my day more 
fun and make the day go by 
quicker. 

In conclusion, I would rath-
er learn at school. At home 
it is not as fun because I 
have missed my friends a lot 
during the time I have been 
out of school. As much as I 
act like I do not enjoy going 
to school, I would rather it 
over being home every day. I 
hope everything goes back to 
normal soon so I can return 
to school and normal life. 

 
 CAMERON L., GRADE 4 - SEBRSD

In my opinion working at 
school is better. One reason 
I think working at school is 
better is because I get to be 
more social, for example I get 
to see my friends.  Another 
thing that keeps me social 
is recess because I can play 
with other kids and stay 
active.

   In addition to being more 
social I also feel I am more 
focused at school. At my 
house there are a lot of dis-
tractions, for instance there 
are televisions, video games, 
my dog and my brother.  It 
is hard to focus at my house 
because there are so many 
other fun things to do.

In conclusion I find work-
ing at school much eas-
ier than working at home 
because I get to be with my 
friends, my teacher keeps me 
focused, and I think I get the 
job done better. 

CARLEIGH H.  1ST GRADE, 

WIRE VILLAGE
If you ask me, learning at 

home is amazing!  At home 
I can do schoolwork on the 
computer.  Every day I finish 
my work early.  I have a lot 
of time to play outside with 
my brother and sister. These 
are some of the reasons I like 
learning at home.

WRITING PROJECT 
SPRING 2020

CASON L. - GRADE 3 SEBRSD

My name is Cason and 
I’m in third grade. I  would 
rather learn at home than 
school, but I do miss working 
in class with my friends. I 
like doing my work at home 
because I can do my work 
when I’m ready. I choose the 
time everyday and my mom 
is my teacher. Sometimes 
she doesn’t know how to do 
everything and it’s funny. 
The class work is more fun 
and I get to have snacks and 
recess whenever I want.

When I learn in school 
there is a lot more work. I 
miss school because I miss 
gym, recess, and my friends 
and teachers. School has a lot 
of fun stuff like relays, field 
day, and movie nights I miss, 
but I don’t miss waking up 
early. I always have home-
work when I’m in school and 
now I don’t. 

Learning from home 
is keeping us safe by not 
spreading the virus to our 
friends and family. The virus 
can be bad for people like 
my Nana and Pops. Wearing 
masks and staying home is 
helping my community and 
school. I’m sad not seeing 
everyone, but like that I’m 
helping to be safe. 

CATHERINE C. GRADE 4 - SEBRSD
 Me and a lot of people 

prefer school at home.I pre-
fer school at home because 
I can sleep in late.Another 
reason I like school at home 
is because I don’t have to sit 
at a desk for 7 hours,but my 
favorite reason of all is that 
right after I’m done I can 
relax maybe I can take a nap 
or play video games the pos-
sibilities are endless.     Ever 
since quarantine I have real-
ly enjoyed school at home. 
I am very glad that people 
closed school due to COVID-
19. If they didn’t close schools 
then COVID-19 would spread 
faster.     Staying at home 
has it’s cons though like I 
am near my annoying broth-
er more and the neighbors 
are also loud and annoying.
Now It’s time for more pros 
now I can express my cre-
ativity more I can paint or 
craft something. I’ve had 
time to redo my room and 
write this paper. I’m not 
bored sitting in class. I now 
have more choices of what I 
want to read or write. I’m not 
so restricted. I’ve also been 
doing fun outdoor activities 
too. We just recently bought 
a slip ‘n’ slide and it is very 
fun. We’ve been gardening 
as well and we’ve planted 
lots of things. Another  thing 
we did outside is play out-
door games like pickleball 
and cornhole. But doing all 
this fun outdoor stuff has its 
downside. I got a bad sun-
burn as a consequence of 
wearing no sunscreen. We 
also used a plant identify-
ing app called “picture this” 
and we found a lot of poison 
ivy. We also are spending 
a lot of time with our dog 
Pepper. I’m writing this with 
my dog. My brother is trying 
to teach Pepper how to skate 
and I’m trying to teach her 
how to slide on the slip ‘n’ 
slide. Another thing we did 
outside is plant berry bush-
es. I did the math to evenly 
space the bushes and I dug 
one hole out of four holes. 
So I have decided that I like 
doing school at home.

CHACE K., GRADE 1 SEBRSD

I think learning at school 
is better. I like to learn with 
my friends on the rug. I like 
to learn math with my teach-
er. I miss reading books in 
my WINN group. I miss my 
classroom!

                         

Learning from school                
BY: CHARLOTTE M. GRADE 4 - 

SEBRSD

I strongly agree with the 
idea of working from school 
because you can actually see 
the people you work with 
and you have the materials 
you need. When I wake up 
to get ready for school every 
morning I feel as if I have a 
responsibility. It’s easier to 
work at school because we 
can work together.

I like learning from school 
because you have everything 
in front of you. When you 
work from school you can 
see your friends and you can 
understand everything eas-
ier than from off a comput-
er. Working at school means 
you can know what’s going 
on and where you should be. 
At school we can make new 
friends. Also we can work in 
groups and get everything 
we need done.Maybe if we 
start back up for school we 
can start wearing masks 
and gloves (if possible). The 
second thing we do is social 
distance 3 feet away but still 
have a mask. The 3rd thing 
is no masks. Last step is to go 
back to normal.

I don’t like working from 
home because some people 
don’t have access to the things 
they need. Maybe some 
people don’t have access to 
the internet or electronics. 
Working from home means 
shorter classes. Waking up 
in the morning reminds me 
that we have to work from 
home and we can’t see our 
friends.We can get distracted 
easily too. At home we aren’t 
as productive as we should 
be. We should open back up 
the school and do the 4 steps. 

When we work from home 
the only thing we have is 
Zoom. Zoom doesn’t offer a 
lot of time. If we work from 
school we have 6 or 7 hours. 
The teachers can tell us what 
we need to know and when 
to do it. We can get distract-
ed at home and forget about 
the school work. So when 
we do online classes we can’t 
understand everything. 

This is why I prefer work-
ing from school.

CHRISTIAN L. - GRADE 4 - EBE
In my opinion, I think 

learning in school is better 
than home. Since March, 
I have not been able to go 
to school because schools 
have been closed due to the 
CoronaVirus. I rather learn 
at school because I can get 
help from my teachers and 
I can learn with my friends 
in class. 

One reason I like learning 
at school better than at home 
is because I have my teach-
ers to help me.  In school, my 
teachers help me when I am 
having trouble with reading, 
writing and math.  For exam-
ple, I can just raise my hand 
and my teachers will walk 
over to my desk and help 
me.  Mrs.Gilbreath, Mrs. 
Wyszynski, Mrs. Baronoski, 
and Mrs.Thibeault were 
always there to help. I miss 
having gym with Mr.Leroux.  
My favorite game in gym 
class is basketball.   

Another reason I rather 
learn in school is because 
I get to see my friends in 
my class.  It is really lone-
ly learning at home because 
my friends are not sitting 
next to me.  Also, friends 
can be helpful too.  They 
can make you smile when 
you are having a bad day.  
Learning new things is more 
fun when your friends are 
around.  I miss everybody 
in the whole entire school.  I 
miss eating delicious lunch-
es with them and playing 
with them at recess.

In my opinion, I rather go 
to school than learn at home.  
First, I like having teachers 
around to help me.  Second, 
I like learning and playing 
with my friends.  

Be sure to check 
out next week’s 
Spencer New 

Leader
for additional 
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submissions
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To the Editor: 
We are presently witnessing, and 

some are experiencing, the damage 
protesting can lead to when the local 
government does not take it seriously; 
it turns to rioting and terrorism.   

It is my conviction what we are pres-
ently witnessing is God’s discipline 
allowing evil to overcome some of us 
with terrorism, and, the murder of Mr. 
Floyd. These are a good example of evil.    
God does not promote or encourage 
murder, God does allow situations like 
we have been witnessing and some 
experiencing to discipline us to get our 
attention.  

Mr. Floyds murder was completely 
unnecessary, and the officers responsi-
ble should be punished to the full extent 
of the law; however, Mr. Floyd may not 
be the gentle giant he is proclaimed to 
be. For whatever reasons, the police 
and news media did not mention that 
Mr. Floyd had an ugly past; why?   Mr. 
Floyd and his accomplices allegedly 
invaded this woman’s home, she was 
brutally beaten and threatened to kill 
her unborn child for money and drugs 
by Mr. Floyd.   Do your research!    What 
the police in question did was totally 
without cause and what the people did 
in response was also totally un-nec-
essary, out of control, defiant of God’, 
Jesus principals of proper conduct.

Un-discipline protest often leads to 
chaos that we are presently witnessing 
from Mr. Floyd of Minnesota tragic 
death.

Discipline is training for our every-
day life. When we believe and accept 
God, Jesus in our life God disciplines 
us, God’s discipline is to help us to 
control our emotions and actions, helps 
train us so we can avoid any further 
discipline. Discipline is a value we need 
to practice in our family, healthy dis-
cipline can only be taught and obtain 
from God, Jesus.

Yes, we need to protest the injus-
tice that happened to Mr. Floyd; 
however, we need to protest in a 
civil way, two wrongs don’t make it 
right. Undisciplined protesting often 
leads to rioting, rioting to terrorist.   
Unfortunately the people who are par-
ticipating have little or no interest in 
the law, no interest in God’s moral 
law and when we reject God, Jesus we 
become a people who are subjected to 
Satan’s evil, no regards for our neigh-
bors, we become a stubborn defiant evil 
mob that leads to rioting terrorist and 
unfortunately all this is because of our 
inherited  [Adam and Eve] sinful nature 
that some of us gives their allegiance to 
Satan’s evil destructive, provocative 
way of life with complete and total 
disregard for God, Jesus, God’s moral 
values.  

What we are witnessing is a classic 
example of a life apart from Jesus. No 
God, no peace! Know God, Jesus know 

peace! [Romans 2: 12-13]
The incident and attitude of the 

police officer in question towards Mr. 
Floyd may not have been premeditated, 
however, the officers action led to tak-
ing Mr. Floyd life, and the attitude of 
the officers watching can be considered 
accessories to the fact. The fact is this 
was a deliberate action provoked by 
evil, Satan, including the destruction 
caused by the protesting people who 
became rioters and provoked into ter-
rorism by Satan. Why are we, this coun-
try witnessing so much chaos?  The best 
conclusive answer I can share with you 
is! When you live a life apart from God, 
Jesus, you allow evil, Satan to enter, 
your life becomes subjected to Satan 
[evil] and unless you confess, repent 
to God, Jesus God allows [gives us 
over] us to be taken by the devil Satan. 
However, there is another choice, con-
fess and repent from our heart to God, 
Jesus and become redeemed by Jesus 
and God forgives. 

God is very clear and explicit in 
2 Chronicle 7: 14-15. The people God 
is calling and warning is the church 
people who confess and profess to be 
believers, followers who identify them-
selves to be Christians and for what-
ever reason have decided to live a pri-
vate life, closet Christians, choosing 
not to get involve not to defend God’s 
moral laws against radical protesters 
that leads to terrorist. God is mak-
ing it perfectly clear, explicit “if my 
people” [the believing, Christian] will 
humble themself. What God is teach-
ing, He does not want private [closet] 
Christians, God wants public, out going 
people who will speak out and support 
His Word, Bible, God wants us to come 
out of our comfort zone, shelter and 
proclaim and defend God’s Word.  God 
wants His people to humble our self, 
confess their [our] sins of compromise, 
lukewarm, complacency and publicly 
submit, commit our self to God, Jesus 
God’s Will, Word, moral law, and to 
honestly repent and seek God’s Word.    
What God is warning us is that some 
of the churches have failed, they have 
become too much like the world and 
God is calling us to repent and become 
obedient to God’s moral law and until 
that happens we will continue to be 
disciplined by God. Church, [people] 
we must not continue to test God or we 
could become another Sodom. 

Some of us have confessed with our 
mouth but our hearts are far from Him 
and that has caused many of us to 
neglect God’s Word and today God is 
trying to get our attention by allowing 
this corona virus pestilent, and appar-
ently that was not enough of a warning 
God is also allowing protesting rioting 
that leads too terrorist.

 To be continued… 
 Roland Blais 

 BRookfield

God’s loving discipline

To the Editor:
I write in response to Kevin Flanders’ 

thoughts published in last week’s New 
Leader. He hit the nail on the head, so 
to speak, as he wrote what so many of 
us have wanted to say. 

In Warren, 734 voters out of 3,395 
registered voters turned out to vote. 
The winner in the three-way Board of 
Selectman’s race was won by 52 votes. 
The ballot resembled those of neighbor-
ing towns, with so few stepping up to 
the plate. 

I urge anyone who did not read 
Kevin’s article to do so.  He said 
“residents have been far more apt to 

launch insults from keyboards than get 
involved in the community and work 
toward solutions.”  I would like to say 
“Thank you” to Peter Krawczyk, who 
lost his bid for a seat on the Warren 
Board of Selectmen  after having been 
active and knowledgeable in town gov-
ernment for many years. The time and 
effort he put in is appreciated by his 
supporters. As a lifelong resident, he 
cares deeply about the town. I know 
Peter as a person who always “does his 
homework.” 

sinceRely, 
MaRgaRet (Peg) goRMan

WaRRen

Article was correct to point out a lack of 
interest in local government

To the Editor:
We would like to take this oppor-

tunity to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all family, friends, neighbors, teachers, 
coaches, and Scout leaders who showed 
up to give our son, Cameron Laraia, the 
most amazing send off to the US Navy. 

A special thanks to the 
Schimmelpenningh family for orga-

nizing this and to Lt. Ryan Daley for 
the escort and to Spencer Motor Sales 
for the sign which was displayed for 
Cameron.  

Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts,

PatRick and Melissa HoRgan
sPenceR

Thanks for a spectacular sendoff

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to tell 

all our readers to turn to the Opinion pages 
and read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Spencer New 

Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550. 

Or e-mail your letters to the editor at 
news@stone bridge press.news. 

You’ll need to provide your name and 
place of residence, along with a phone num-
ber, so we can verify the letter is yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if you keep 
it around 600 words or so, you’re going to 
have a better chance at seeing all your words 
in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a 
particular issue, maybe a guest Your Turn 
column is your cup of tea. If you do that, try 
to keep it between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or per-
sonal attacks are a no-no and could lead to 
your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start writ-
ing!

Editorial

Strength 
through 
survival

While our current economy hasn’t 
quite dipped to the level it did during the 
Great Depression, the inevitable com-
parisons have been a dominant topic of 
discussion since COVID-19 put a halting 
stop to our economy.  

To date, the Great Depression was 
the worst economic decline in modern 
times.  A hard jump from the ‘Roaring 
Twenties,’ when Americans were enjoy-
ing a robust economy with more time to 
spend and recreate.  

After the stock market crash in 1929, 
those who were still employed saw a 
decrease in pay of roughly 40 percent. 
This included doctors and other affluent 
career paths.  One quarter of the popu-
lation remained without a living wage.  
With that said, the typical American had 
to adapt to a new way of life that included 
a level of scrimping and saving never 
seen before.  

Homemakers, which were primarily 
women back then, were shown how to 
make due with what they had in the 
kitchen.  Meals were stretched as far as 
possible.  To do so people learned to enjoy 
more casseroles including macaroni and 
cheese, chili, Mulligan stew (a mix of any-
thing available), bologna casserole, and a 
‘poorman’s meal’ (fried potato with diced 
hot dogs).  Another go to was ‘hot water 
pie’ which was made up from simple 
ingredients such as butter, vanilla, sugar 
and flour.  Potluck gatherings were also 
a cheap way for people to come together 
and socialize.  Thrift gardens popped up 
in vacant lots across the country where 
community members could grow food, 
feeding thousands. 

Movie theaters were a major source of 
entertainment during the years leading 
up to the Depression.  After the economy 
bottomed out, people had to find other, 
cheaper forms of leisure.  One third of the 
cinemas in the country were shuttered.  
Miniature golf courses charged people 
no more than 50 cents per round, making 
the low-key game another popular thing 
to do.  With that said, board games such 
as Scrabble and Monopoly became all 
the rage.  People were also tuning into 
the radio for comedy shows and other 
dramas. 

More women became employed to 
supplement lost income, despite the fact 
that they were paid significantly less 
than men.  Government help was also 
more socially acceptable after President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt introduced his 
New Deal initiative aimed at putting 
Americans back to work building infra-
structure, such as the interstate highway 
system, that provided increased mobility 
not only for civilian traffic, but for the 
military and law enforcement as well.  
Before the Depression, those receiving 
welfare had their names listed in local 
newspapers, which was a deterrent for 
many to accept government assistance. 

Men grew insecure after not being 
able to provide for their families, which 
caused an uptick in suicide.  Divorce 
rates were low because couples could 
not afford to separate, and though many 
couples did decide to split, others were 
inspired to work through their issues 
and emerge on the other side stronger 
than before.

Traveling hobos became very com-
mon for teenagers who sought work to 
help their families on the road.  Violent 
crimes did increase, however fell after a 
few years. 

While things have not reached a point 
nearly that low in our contemporary 
society (and hopefully won’t), this situa-
tion has forced Americans to adjust their 
way of life, just as our forebears in the 
‘30s did. And just as it did for them, that 
course correction may make us stronger.   

Over the past few months, just about 
everyone has felt the loss of some type 
of freedom, whether it’s being able to 
travel, engage in social gatherings or 
participate in other activities we previ-
ously took for granted. Still, as we pre-
pare to observe Independence Day, it’s 
comforting to realize all the freedoms 
we still have in this country. And taking 
the right steps can also help you achieve 
your financial independence.

 Here are some moves 
to consider:

Build an emergency 
fund. It’s a good idea to 
create an emergency 
fund consisting of three 
to six months’ worth of 
living expenses, with 
the money held in a liq-
uid, low-risk account. 
With this fund in place, 
you can avoid dipping 
into your long-term 
investments to pay for 
short-term, unexpected 
costs. 

Keep your debts under control. It’s 
not easy to do, but if you can consis-
tently minimize your debt load, you 
can have more money to invest for the 
future and move closer toward achiev-
ing your financial liberty. One way to 
keep your debts down is to establish a 
budget and stick to it, so you can avoid 
unnecessary spending.

Contribute as much as possible to 
your retirement plans. The more money 
you can save for retirement, the greater 
your feelings of financial independence. 
So it’s essential that you contribute 
as much as you can to your 401(k) or 
similar employer-sponsored retirement 
plan. At a minimum, put in enough 
to earn your employer’s match, if one 
is offered, and every time your salary 
goes up, boost your annual contribu-
tions. Even if you participate in a 401(k), 
you’re probably also still eligible to con-
tribute to an IRA, which can help you 
build even more funds for retirement. 
And because you can fund an IRA with 
virtually any type of investment, you 
can broaden your portfolio mix.

Explore long-term care coverage.One 
day, your financial independence could 
be threatened by your need for some 
type of long-term care. It now costs, 
on average, over $100,000 for a private 
room in a nursing home and more than 
$50,000 for the services of a home health 
aide, according to Genworth, an insur-
ance company. Most of these costs won’t 
be covered by Medicare, either, so, if 
you want to reduce the risk of seriously 
depleting all your financial resources – 
or burdening your adult children with 
these heavy expenses – you may want 
to consider some type of long-term care 
insurance. You could choose a tradi-
tional long-term care policy – which can 
cover a nursing home stay, home health 
care, or other services – or a hybrid 
policy, which provides long-term care 
coverage plus a death benefit. 

Manage withdrawals carefully. Once 
you retire, your financial freedom will 
depend a great deal on how skillful you 
are in managing the money in your 
retirement accounts. Specifically, you 
need to be careful about how much 
you withdraw from these accounts each 
year. If you set a withdrawal rate that’s 
too high in your early years of retire-
ment, you might eventually risk outliv-
ing your resources. So, set a withdrawal 
rate that reflects your age, assets, retire-
ment lifestyle and other factors. You 
may want to consult with a financial 
professional to establish an appropriate 
rate.

As you can see, working toward your 
financial independence is a lifelong 
activity – but it’s worth the effort.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Work to 
achieve your 
financial 
independence

FinanciaL 
Focus

JEFF 
BURDICK

www.StonebridgePress.com
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 To the Editor:
 With no traditional team sports or 

Olympics to watch, the nation remains 
focused on the race between nations 
for the biggest COVID-19 disaster.  The 
USA is in the lead with 2,254,855 cases 
and 119,719 deaths with Brazil catching 
up fast at roughly one million cases and 
50,000 deaths.  Brazil is averaging 30,000 
new infections per day while the U.S. 
is only averaging 25,000.  Don’t worry, 
though; the epicenter of the American 
outbreak is moving into Republican 
held states, mostly former Confederate, 
and it’s off to the races!  

It should be noted that Brazil and the 
American South share an old affinity.  
The Confederacy was most like Brazil 
at the time of the Civil War (Brazil was 
a slaved based plantation economy in 
a large landmass) and if the CSA won 
they likely would have turned out more 
like Brazil than the USA.  Tens of thou-
sands of Confederates also fled to Brazil 
as the Union troops closed in.  The city 
of Americana, São Paulo, Brazil was 
founded by “Confederados” and con-
tinues to have Confederate festivals to 
this day.  After World War II, Nazis also 
fled to Brazil and it’s hard not to see the 

shared values…
In just the past week our infection 

rate has risen 20 percent, which is pret-
ty impressive given the backdrop of 
the Northeast continuing to get better. 
Of course, the situation in the moron 
states is actually much worse than that 
– states such as Oklahoma, Texas, and 
Florida have doubled their infection 
rates in the past week and they will 
defend our honor, step up the game, 
and keep our #1 crown from Brazil. 
This victory will probably be short-
lived though, India gave up on their 
lockdown and is currently in exponen-
tial growth so with their population 
3x ours they’ll eventually take the 
crown…

Jen Gaucher’s letter of June 19 made 
me think about it, and honestly, Gov. 
Baker has done a superb job given the 
unprecedented circumstances. As we 
stared down the barrel of the 100 year 
plague his leadership has brought the 
infection rate in Massachusetts down 
90 percent from its initial peak. Gov. 
Baker takes his responsibility for all 
of us seriously and couldn’t care less 

Brazil is catching up

To the Editor:
Dictionaries generally define 

“Manipulation” as an effort to control 
or influence, often in a deceiving or 
dishonest way.

Clues that an attempt to manipulate 
is underway include;

Denying or hiding reality,
Current words not matching earlier 

words or actions
Blaming “others”
Claiming innocence when not the 

case,
Making serious accusations without 

providing factual evidence,
Indicating little or no sympathy for 

those accused or “others”; that is peo-
ple not like “us,” and

Consistently indicating personal 
superiority

Often letters posted in The New 
Leader that, intentionally or not, seem 
to want to manipulate, deceive, or dis-
tract readers.

A June 12 letter, “What are they 
marching for?” with many clues, pro-
vides a good example – as do similar 
letters. (You can read this New Leader 
letter online in the Stonebridge Press 
archives.)   

In the days before this letter, our 
“United” States produced a series of ral-
lies and protests in numbers and diver-
sity unlike any in my lifetime. The 
immediate, but far from only, cause of 
the rallies focused around the video-
taped killing of George Floyd, a Black 
man. A policeman was charged with 
his murder. Floyd’s death became the 
spark that focused the country on con-
tinuing and - especially in the time of 
Trump - worsening, racial, social, and 
economic injustices.  

The “What Are They Marching For?” 
letter basically ignored why rallies and 
protests drew large numbers of people 
across the nation and world, and in 
our towns. These protesters, as never 
before, included white and black, young 
and old, parents with children, and well 
and not so well-off Americans. 

The letter insulted and tried to belit-
tle local protesters, saying that they 
were too young, too privileged and in 
no way equal to those who protest-
ed in the 1960’s, especially those who 
marched from Montgomery to Selma, 
Alabama.  

Along with many others, two who 
actually participated in both 2020 and 
1960’s protests disagree. 

The first was, John Lewis, Civil 
rights era battered and bruised hero 
and elected member of Congress for 33 
years. Standing among protesters in 
Washington, he said he was “inspired” 
by our current protesters adding that 
“It was so moving to see thousands 
(and far more) of people in the United 
States and around the world peaceful-
ly protesting …. saying through their 
action ‘I can do something, I can say 
something’. And they said something 
by marching and speaking up.” Lewis 
very ill with pancreatic cancer added, 
“We must use our time on this little 
planet … to make a lasting contribu-
tion, to leave it a little better than we 
found it. You must be able and prepared 
to give until you cannot give anymore.” 

John Lewis’s patriotic voice directly 
contradicts the letter’s far less than 
patriotic apparent attempt  to insult  
protesters and divide local communi-
ties. 

 The second 1960’s and 2020s protest-
er is me, a proud graduate of Auburn 
High, Class of 1961 (and student of the 
beloved Matt Smith whose obituary 
was published in the same New Leader. 
In terms of living life with honesty and 
dignity, this teacher was a true role 
model). 

Where Lewis was a mountain, I 
was a mole hill. However, I lived and 
worked among “Civil Rights” giants in 
the rural south for about seven years. 
This included, helping to organize, with 
some difficulty, and attending the 1968 
“Poor People’s March to Washington” 
rally and protest. This effort began 
before and ended after the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King  

Like Lewis, I attended a recent rally. 
Like him, I stand inspired and encour-
aged by the current much larger and 
more diverse local, national and global 
protests. Well done, Classes of 2020!  

And as Lewis asks, please give some 
more (and then again more) in these 
most difficult and dangerous of times.  
You are making history of the best 
kind.      

Kevin Kane
Spencer

Is “What are they marching for?” an 
attempt to deceive and distract? To the Editor:

There is a virtually never ending list of 
atrocities that the Trump administration 
seems to deliver on Fridays, in the hope 
that the storms they create will subside 
over the weekend.  I guess the fact that 
they were using a large sum of money we 
had appropriated to Ukraine, ostensibly 
to fight off any further Russian invasion 
and territory grabbing had insufficient 
outrage to impact any punishment, why 
would we even raise an eyebrow over 
the half trillion dollar slush fund that 
the treasury secretary feels no pressure 
to account for.

When AG Barr announced the resig-
nation of the judge from the Southern 
District of New York, and his response 
was that he was not resigning, and 
intended to continue investigations of 
Rudy G. and other irregularities, his 
being fired by Trump on Friday was no 
surprise.  The current plan seems to be 
holding down convictions so a ridicu-
lous number of pardons won’t be needed.

I am not even sure what to say about 
the Tulsa fiasco. To have touted a mil-
lion ticket requests, expect a crowd of 
100,000 and fill less than a third of a 20,000 
seat venue, with unmasked supporters 
did not accomplish the ego boost they 
sought.  The actual presentation was a 
better ad to convince you not to vote for 
a guy who did a twenty minute diatribe 
on water drinking and stumbling down 
a ramp at the West Point  graduation 
where he recalled all the cadets to New 
York state, should convince everyone to 
vote for someone else.

There is no shortage of material to 
reflect on, with this administration.  
While considering what words of wis-
dom I might impart today, I paged back 
through last week’s letters.  Over time, I 
have come to realize than I am congru-
ent with some writers, and less so with 
others.

I particularly enjoyed the genera-
tion Z letter. Having a 20-year-old, red 
haired, freckle faced grand daughter at 
the Presidio learning Mandarin, and her 
younger brother a railroad conductor, 
I know they have their ducks in a row, 
and the world will be a better place 
because of them.

The letter advocating for accepting an 
invitation to go to Africa, seemed pretty 
racist as I expect the writer would feel 
the same with no invitation to reference.  
Considering that most of their black 
ancestors were kidnapped and brought 

here and sold as chattel, it is not like 
they were on a two-week vacation or a 
semester overseas.

I have mentioned before, my people 
were migrants more than immigrants, 
as the Massachusetts Bay Colony was 
still England in 1634.  Because I am one 
of the genealogy keepers of my clan, I 
know of no slave owners in my blood-
line.  I come from a long line of people 
who worked with their hands and backs.  
My maternal grandmother, who had 
both the look and coloration of a native 
American, responded to my one inquiry 
as to whether we had any native blood 
with “ I’ll not speak of that woman.” End 
of discussion. 

It occurs to me, with an archaeological 
dig around the corner and a lake across 
the street, which has a variety of native 
names, but we call North Pond, that 
perhaps the former inhabitants would 
want to invite us to go back where we 
came from. 

I read a thoughtful review on defund-
ing police.  I don’t feel qualified to express 
any actuarial feelings on that.  I grew up 
in a little New England town; 15 minutes 
could have put you in any of three of the 
six New England states.  I knew the cops, 
and firemen as I went to school with 
their families.  I have a nephew who is 
both of those in that county right now. 

I would be hard pressed to see any 
difference between his uniforms now, 
and the ones I looked at 60 years  ago.   It 
is my suspicion that it is not the vehicles 
or uniforms that are the most hanged 
from a quieter more rational time.   I 
knew cops who never took out their 
gun off the range.  My earliest recol-
lection of the second amendment, was 
a blue law that you could not escort a 
woman to church without a shotgun as 
defense against any persons or critters 
you might encounter.  Are assault rifles, 
that nearly anyone can obtain, that can 
kill 30 people in three minutes, a step up? 

On COVID, we are all our brother’s 
keeper.  In the same manner you trust 
other drivers to not run over you, and 
to follow the rules, it appears necessary 
to make rules for the lowest common 
denominator, and hope to encounter as 
much respect and common sense as pos-
sible.  No matter where you go, what 
you do or say, make sure brain is fully 
engaged first.

Ken Kimball
brooKfield

We do live in interesting times

To the Editor:
 This weekend, we had another local 

Black Lives Matter protest in West 
Brookfield.  It was great to see and we 
need this to keep going, every week, 
until the election at the very least.  Our 
elected officials want to ignore this and 
go back to “business as usual.”  We 
can’t let them.

 The problems we have with racial 
inequity in this country, white privi-
lege that people refuse to see, and how 
our law enforcement intersects with 
our various demographic groups is a 
big problem in this country.  It has got-
ten to the point where some would say 
that silence is violence; those that are 
silent on the matter are just as guilty 
as those that are actively abusing our 
citizens of color.  I would say, though, 
that silence is complicity.  Those that 
don’t join the BLM protests, write into 
the paper, or at least push back against 
their worst Facebook friends are com-
plicit in the inequality facing our mar-
ginalized communities.  White people 
that just stay out of it are no better 
than the Afrikaaners that sat back and 

said nothing while they benefited from 
South African Apartheid. 

 Qualified Immunity (QI) is a concept 
invented out of thin air by the Supreme 
Court to shield government officials 
performing discretionary functions 
from civil suits and dates back to 1967.  
It is normally used to dismiss lawsuits 
for excessive or deadly force by police.  
Qualified Immunity contributes to our 
rotten police culture and needs to be 
eliminated as part of our quest to repair 
things in America and claw us back 
from a Fascist police state.

The original problem that introduced 
QI is that in policing a cop might not do 
his job if he was worried about getting 
sued, if doing his job could lead to nega-
tive money. Immunity is the wrong way 
to handle this. The right way to handle 
this is how we handle other professions 
which could result in a wrongful death 
– malpractice insurance. If cops had 
to carry malpractice insurance there 
would be financial justice for the fam-
ilies of the slain but more importantly, 
the free market would take care of our 

No mileqtoast reform

Community 
   Connection

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.20
150-300 ..................$1.85
300-500 ..................$1.65
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 6/22/20 was $1.54 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%

Driver 
DiscretionTurkey

Grinders
Sm. 8” $4.49 
Lg. 12” $5.49

Add Bacon
for $1 more

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

www.northeastpizza.com

1205 Main St. 
Leicester

508-892-9276

570 Summer St. 
Barre

978-355-4333

208 West Main St.  
W. Brookfield
508-867-9567

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

stay safe everyone!

267 Webster St. 
Worcester 

508-798-3111
New 

Location

JUNE SPECIALS

See our Full Menu Pages R10 & R11,
2020 Restaurant Guide

Hamburg 
Pizza

Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

LUNCH SPECIAL
11am-4pm Every Day
Sm. Cheese Pizza

$2.99+tax 
No coupon needed

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Letters to the editor

Turn To HAR-YAROK page     A10 Turn To WASHINGTON page     A18
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Hi! Our names are Jamellah and 
Kye and we want to be adopted 

together!
Jamellah and Kye are siblings of Afri-

can-American and Caucasian descent 
who are looking for a family with room in 
their hearts for both of them. Jamellah 
is described as artistic, outdoorsy, help-
ful, and quiet. She has a great sense 
of humor and a quick wit. Those who 
know her best say that she can be very 
nurturing, gets along well with younger 
children, and loves animals. Jamellah 
enjoys school and was recently a stu-
dent council member. She is currently 
in the 6th grade and is well-liked by her 

teachers.
Kye is a playful young boy who always wants to be running around out-

side. He is very active and loves to play different sports, as well as activities 
like fishing and camping. When he is inside, Kye likes building with Legos 
and playing video games. Kye has some behavioral concerns in school 
and will be assessed soon to see if he would benefit from extra supports 
in class.

Legally freed for adoption, Jamellah and Kye’s social worker is seeking 
a family for them of any constellation where Kye can be the youngest child 
in the home.

Who Can Adopt?     
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.    

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-6273 or visit www.mareinc.
org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home. 

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

Jamellah and Kye
Age 11 and 13

Place Motors is proud to sponsor

2019 Electra Glide 
Standard Motorcycle 

Harley-Davidson USA
Tickets are $100 Each 

Only 400 Tickets 
Available

Motorcycle will be raffled on August 22, 2020, After our famous 
Poker Run and Chicken BBQ which starts and ends at St. Stans 

Polish Club on South Street in west Warren, MA. The Poker Run 
($20 pp includes Chicken BBQ) is sold separately from the mo-
torcycle tickets. We are sponsoring these benefits to honor and 
remember Rachele Ann Beer, Rachele passed away on October 
9, 2019 at age 35, after bravely fighting cancer. This impressive 

motorcycle was purchased to be raffled to raise the funds to 
help save Rachel’s life. We have had to shift gears since her passing. Rachel attended the 
Center of Hope for many years. Her family would appreciate the proceeds in Rachel’s 

memory be applied to purchase needed items for her peers, such as sensory equipment, 
Ipads and music related items at the Center of Hope. We will also be making a donation 

to Clowning for Kidz Foundation for their help in assisting in the raffles.
Sincerely, 

The Beer Family
For Tickets  Call 413-436-5706 

Credit Cards Welcome, Or 
Paypal.me/Wendymbrown or 

Paypal.me/Scot Mansfield,

about political dogma or party.  His 
words and actions struck me as a com-
petent manager and our captain of the 
ship in rough waters.  The problem with 
explaining things to mentally inept 
morons lacking common sense is that 
despite your best efforts you often come 
across as condescending.  I know Gov. 
Baker has done a much better job than I 
ever could be pretending to respect the 
voices in our society that deserve noth-
ing more than to be laughed at.

There is an enormous amount of 
scientific data on this virus and the 
problem with the real world is that 
a controlled experiment can’t actually 
be performed without selecting a pop-
ulation for poor management with an 
associated body count.  This virus is 
every bit as ravaging as the scientists 
have always said it was, however if 
you perceive the world through anec-
dotes from your friends you wouldn’t 
know because over the objections of the 
morons, we did our best to contain it.  
The reality of infectious disease is that 
individual business owners can’t decide 
for themselves, if disease isn’t managed 
it will spread and infect us all anyway.  
There is no liberty in the effects of our 
worst members of society getting us 
anyway.

Regarding Ms. Foss’s letter on uniting 
around sunscreen, the problem is that 
after we politicized science it became 
“Leftist” or a “Democrat plot” to do the 
right thing.  I was thinking about telling 
people only Democrats want them not to 
smoke just to see if they start.  I know 
you want to think that we are more 
united than divided on many more seri-
ous things but I really don’t believe we 
are.  We are more divided on ever and 
it has moved from being divided over 
opinion, to being divided over facts, 
to being divided over absurd things 
like sunscreen.  Nothing is going to get 
better if we lie to ourselves that we are 
united on serious issues.  We have to 
address the fact that much of the coun-
try is off the rails.

Mr. Robillard seems to have a text-
book case of not understanding white 
privilege.  Perhaps it would make more 
sense if we said white people were neu-
tral but minorities have a systemic and 
persistent disadvantage as they move 
about their lives?  If we made a bar chart 
of your human capital and assigned 
points to each item being white bought 
you something.  Not everything, but 
something.  To a young person trying 
to get their first job it is crucial for 
somebody to take a chance on you.  To a 
young person interacting with the cops, 

the difference between a stern talking 
to and an arrest can start a snowball of 
events including having trouble getting 
jobs.  Not to say that Mr. Robillard had 
it easy, but I think it is safe to say he has 
no idea how much harder it would have 
been for him had he been black.

Finally, getting to Mr. McRae’s letter 
about Ghana…  Whoa…  First, I will say 
I am disappointed those 11 letters didn’t 
get published.  Given what the New 
Leader is willing to publish, I am deeply 
curious what was in the letters that got 
“spiked.”

Apparently, Mr. McRae’s solution for 
people born here and whose ancestors 
were brought here as slaves hundreds 
of years ago who don’t like the fact that 
we memorialize Confederate Generals 
that lost a war to preserve slavery is 
that they go back to Africa.  As bad as 
the 2019 “send them back” chant regard-
ing U.S. citizens elected to Congress 
was, suggesting the descendants of our 
slaves “go back to Africa” is incredible.  
The solution to people angry about the 
systemic mistreatment of our citizens 
at the hands of our paid employees 
is, “go find another continent.”  It is 
especially interesting that he refers to 
Americans who do quite well as “sin-
cere Christians.”

The United States of America is not a 
white country, is not a black country, is 
not a Christian country, or an Atheist 
country. It is a country that belongs 
to the people who were born here.  My 
ancestry is not from anywhere near the 
British Isles but I was born here and 
that makes it equally mine.  I am not, 
was never, and never will be a Christian 
(sincere or otherwise) and guess what – 
I have equal claim to this country.  In 
the United States we vote for our leaders 
and policies and while voter suppres-
sion and the Electoral College can put 
a thumb on the scale for Republicans, 
not infinitely so.  In the United States it 
is enshrined in our constitution that we 
have freedom of speech, assembly, and 
the right to redress our concerns with 
the government.

 If anything, young people have more 
of a stake in this country’s future than 
older people and it seems that young 
people are the ones concerned about 
racial justice and systemic inequality 
and it is the older folks who are getting 
angry at it.  The older white folks seem 
to be the ones most angry about the 
direction the United States is clearly 
marching towards.  It makes me think, 
is there a place we can send them back 
to?  Would Scotland or Ireland take back 
any white nationalists descended from 
those lands that are deeply upset about 
the state of affairs in the United States?      

Omar Har-YarOk
East BrOOkfiEld

HAR-YAROK
continued from page    A9

To the Editor:
With the Covid-19 pandemic, the sub-

ject of death has been brought into the 
forefront of public discourse. However, 
for those of us working on behalf of the 
End of Life Options Act (H. 4782, for-
merly H.1926), the knowledge and the 
concern that many people routinely die 
a painful death has long been with us.

We have had some good news late-
ly. The Legislature’s Public Health 
Committee passed this bill on May 
29 by a substantial majority. It has 
been referred to the Joint Committee 
on Health Care Financing. 

So far, nine states and the District 
of Columbia have passed bills similar 
to H. 4782, which seeks to give the 
terminally ill more control over how 
much pain they are willing to accept. 
Although considerable safeguards are 
built into the bill, the intent is that a 
little bit of hope and control can remain 

with the person even at the end of life.
Unfortunately, this bill cannot apply 

to persons caught up in the current 
pandemic, or to persons who are men-
tally incapable of understanding the 
decisions that they are making. I say 
unfortunately, because my poor cat, 
who couldn’t understand what was 
happening to her either, was neverthe-
less legally able to have a peaceful and 
painless death. 

However, there are many suffer-
ers whose suffering could be greatly 
relieved by choosing to end their lives 
before the pain becomes intolerable. 
Let’s help them (and maybe eventually 
ourselves) by contacting our legislators 
soon and asking them to pass this bill 
before the Legislature adjourns on July 
31.

CarOl maYs
WEst BrOOkfiEld

End of Life legislation offers a chance to 
relieve suffering

To the Editor:
The last days of Rome were when the 

Emperor built the Coliseum to keep the 
mob occupied. Our new Coliseum is the 
social media sites and cable TV. We are 
the mob. We see the gladiators on TV 
battling it out. On one side, the police. 
On the other side, the felons. When 
the police started winning, the man-
agers of the games (CNN, Washington 
Post) opened another gate into the ring 
and out came BLM and the protest-
ers. If they start winning then then 
Trump brings in the national guard.  
The Supreme Court, as the final arbi-
trator of the game, watches the mob 
and gives a thumbs up or thumbs down 
to appease the mob. I ask the same 
question the gladiator shouts to the 
mob from the movie Gladiator “Have 
you been entertained! Because that’s 
all it really is. Entertainment for us, 
the mob. Another civilization being 
brought down like the thousands that 
failed before us. 

Logically, there can never be true 
equality in any civilization, one group 
will always have a majority and others 
will be in the minority. The minority 
will always be in a struggle with the 
majority. The differences can be race, 
religion, or whatever. Politicians rise 
and fall. People will fight calling for 
real change. One of the laws of science 
is that for every action there is an 
equal and opposite reaction. So natu-
rally, there will always be a reaction to 
any change. We induce others to fight 
thinking we are right.  The problem 
is behind all this struggle there is the 
natural law at work. It is in everyone’s 
DNA. The human survival nature deep 
down is to be the dominant one. To be 

the winner of the human race. We were 
made this way and that’s why were the 
dominant species.

To this end, the natural law of sur-
vival is to expend the least amount 
of energy while having the maximum 
number of prodigies to carry on your 
genes. This is called natural selection. 
The ultimate goal is to have only your 
prodigy as the survivors. So, I ask you, 
who is correct according to this law. 
Couple 1 who works hard and supports 
a limited number of children. Couple 2, 
who works as little as possible, survives 
off social programs, then has as many 
children as possible because well-mean-
ing programs reward them for having 
more. It’s obvious the winner of nat-
ural selection is couple 2. They have 
used a superior Intellect to determine 
a process where they can have others 
support their prodigy. They will rein-
force this by punishing society unless 
they are provided these resources. 
They guilt the others to increase their 
support under the banners of “social 
justice” and “income equality.” They 
have intelligently tricked you into tak-
ing care of their prodigy.

So, what is a person to do when faced 
with the unchangeable facts of our 
nature? Just live life as best as you see 
fit. If it makes you happy to demon-
strate, do it. If it makes you happy to fly 
a confederate flag, do it. If it makes you 
happy to send letters into the paper, do 
it. In the end life is entertainment to 
occupy our monkey minds till our time 
is up. Enjoy the show.

mark rOBillard
spEnCEr

Welcome to the Coliseum

East Brookfield Library 
offering curbside pickup

EAST BROOKFIELD — The East 
Brookfield Public Library will be 
reopening for curbside pickup only on a 
limited schedule starting June 29. 

Curb-side pickup will be available for 
all patrons on Mondays from 2:30-6:30 
p.m., and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. There 
will be special curb-side pickup for high 
risk patrons on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays from 10-11 a.m. Library 
staff will call you when items are ready 
for pickup. Patrons may request library 
materials by phone (508-867-7928) or 
online through your personal C/W 
Mars account (cwmars.org). 

If placing orders through C/W Mars, 
be sure to choose “East Brookfield Public 
Library” from the drop-down menu as 
the pick-up library. The Massachusetts 
Library System interlibrary loan pro-
gram is not yet operational at this time, 

so be sure to choose available items only 
from the East Brookfield Public Library 
catalog. Please allow 24 hours for us to 
process your requests.

During pickup, please practice social 
distancing guidelines. Remain six feet 
away from

other patrons and wear a mask. 
Pickups will occur outside. When you 
arrive, call the library or

ring the doorbell and your items will 
be brought out to you. You may return 
items to the library

via the dropbox. Returned items will 
be quarantined, cleaned and checked in 
according to CDC

guidelines.
Please note that we are not accepting 

donations at this time. For any ques-
tions, please call

the Library at 508-867-7928.
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Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in 
small 

plastering jobs; 
ceilings, 

additions, 
patchwork and 
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.

3rd generation.
CALL

508-612-9573

Plastering

Peter Giles  
28 Years Experience

Custom Homes • Additions • Garages 
Remodeling • Decks

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Wood & Tile 
Flooring • Roofing • Siding • Windows

MA: 508-450-3913 
Email: Gilescontractingllc@yahoo.com 

Licensed & Insured in MA & CT
www.allconstructionneeds.com

Builder

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

SpringSpring
This section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550508-784-1550

Stump Grinding

Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified
Fully Insured

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING
Gutters

Need New Gutters...
Look No Further!

50% OFF
GUTTER GUARDS 

or
FREE 

SPRING CLEANING
With gutter installation AND mention 
of this ad. Limit one per house, per 

customer. Limited time offer.

GARY’S GUTTERS
Installation, Cleaning, Repairs

508-353-2279

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

for more information or for a free estimate
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY
 HARDSCAPE 

RETAINING WALLS
CHIMNEY REPAIR

PATIOS 
FOUNDATION CRACKS
PRESSURE WASHING

WATER PROOFING
CORD WOOD

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
DELIVERY OF  
AGGREGATE

Masonry

Custom Timber Sheds

DOUGLAS 
TIMBER 
SHEDS

Storage Sheds • Barns
Custom Built  

or Kits Available

JBEANE CONSTRUCTION 
Douglas, MA

James Beane
DouglasTimberSheds.com 

JBeaneConstruction@charter.net

508-864-4094

MAIN STREET  
HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

Senior Citizen (65+) 
DISCOUNT

All Home 
Renovations 

If we don’t do it, 
you don’t  

need it done.
Tradesman  

for over 40 yrs

Give us a call
508.963.1191

HANDYMAN

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

WASTE REMOVAL

TRUCKING INC.

• Residential • Commercial  
• Hauling • Recycling  

• Demolition • Transfer Station

Northbridge, MA 
508-234-2920

tomberkowitztruckinginc.com

TOM BERKOWITZ~Est. 1980~

MAIN STREET  
SERVICES

Senior Citizen (65+) 
DISCOUNT

If we don’t do it,  
you don’t need it done.

Tradesman for over 40 yrs.

Call Rich for your 
next  project

508.963.1191

HANDYMAN

Handyman
Drain Clearing • Plumbing

Carpentry
Pressure Washing
Small Jobs to Total 

Renovations

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

per gallon
(125 gal min)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
per gallon on your next

fill up (min 75 gal)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 6/30/20. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& & PROPANEPROPANE

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty BlacktopNew Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Concrete

—  SERVING CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND  —
WHY CONCRETE QUICK?

CONCRETE 
QUICK, LLC
No Minimum Purchase 

Buy Only What You Need

• Buy ONLY what you need
• Flexibility – according to your schedule
• Custom Mix / Pour on the job… no “Hot-Loads”
• Less Expensive than bagged and large mixers
• No Job too small • No Minimum Quantity to purchase
• Cost Effective • No Waste • Environmentally Friendly

NO LOAD TOO SMALL!

WEEKEND Pours Available!
(508) 868-3946 ask for Clyde

ConcreteQuickLLC.com

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

50 COLORS • $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sq. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Power Washing 
Carpentry

SPRING SPECIAL 
BOOK NOW & SAVE
• FREE ESTIMATES • 

• FULLY Insured • 
• Reasonable Rates •

Rich O’Brien 
Painting

28 Years Of Experience

(508)248-7314

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERSELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

CHIMNEYS & 
MASONRY

Chimney 
Cleanings

ONLY $99
-FREE Estimates-

$50 OFF 
Chimney Caps 

or Masonry Work
All kinds of masonry 

work, waterproofing & 
relining. All types of 

construction & carpentry, 
foundation and chimney 
repair, new roofs, and 

stonewalls!
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

To advertise in 
The Local Service 
Provider Directory 

Contact June at
 508-909-4062  

Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Need Extra Storage Space? 
Brand New Facility in Brookfield Now Open!

Active Duty, Veterans, 
First Responder Discounts

4 Unit Sizes Available
(See Size Calculator on our Website)

Easy access on Route 9, Private Drive, Owner on site
Satisfaction Guaranteed • Affordable Prices
52 South Maple St. (Rt. 9), Brookfield, MA 01506

VictorySelfStorage.net • victoryselfstorage@gmail.com

508-868-7585

SELF STORAGE

2nd Building Complete. 
All unit sizes available!

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

Now 
Selling 
Quality 

Used Cars

Oil 
Change

$19.99
JUNE SPECIALS

A/C RECHARGE*
*Does not include vehicles 
with 1234YF refrigerant

$54.99

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

30 years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

H: 508-867-6119 C: 413-324-6977

TREE SERVICE

• Hazardous 
 Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Work
• Lot Clearing
• Furnace & Firewood
• Storm work
• Firewood $180/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

APPLIANCES

Complete Line of 
NEW APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands
6 & 12 Months 

Financing Available

Speed Queen  
authorized dealer & servicer

Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated.  
Servicing household appliances since 1978.

We will remain open 
during the pandemic.

10% Senior 
Discount 65+

AUTO REPAIR

SMALL CAR 
CLINIC

322 Main Street (next to DPHS)
Spencer, MA 01562

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5
By Appointment 508-885-3544

Full Service Auto Repair 
 Foreign & Domestic

Over 40 Years 
in Spencer

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

AUTO & TIRE

Have your car checked for 
Summer Travels

Oil changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires  
Check Engine Light

Full 
Towing 
Service 

Interstate Batteries in stock
Battery &

 Antifreeze Testing
Free w/oil change

Featuring:
All Major  Brand Name 

Tires

Congrats to the Class of 2020!

SAND & GRAVEL
Washed & Double Washed 

Crushed Stone
Washed Sand

Natural Round Landscaping Stone
(all sizes)

Screened Loam • Crushed Gravel
Stone Dust

SAND & GRAVEL

plant location
53 Brooks Pond Rd. 

North Brookfield, MA
 508-867-0400

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

DUMPSTER SERVICE

Chobot Service
Working hard for you

Kenneth Chobot

Dumpster Service

Residential / Business

Removal of  

Unwanted Cars, Trucks, and Campers 

No Job too Big or Small•Call for Price

774.289.2375

chobot5221@gmail.com

Open Sky Community 
Services celebrates EVP of 

Organizational Development 
and Diversity

WORCESTER — Open Sky 
Community Services is celebrating 
the career and retirement of Michael 
Seibold, Executive Vice President of 
Organizational Development and 
Diversity. On May 29, Seibold received a 
key to the City of Worcester in recogni-
tion of his 40 years of dedicated service 
to organizations supporting individuals 
with disabilities. Seibold, who had held 
the position of Director of Community 
Services with Alternatives Unlimited, 
Inc., joined Open Sky in 2018 when 
Alternatives affiliated with The Bridge 
of Central Massachusetts as Open Sky 
Community Services. 

 Worcester Mayor Joseph Petty pre-
sented Michael with the key for his 40 
years of work to provide people with 
developmental disabilities or men-
tal health challenges the support and 
opportunities they need to lead full 
and successful lives in the community. 
Mayor Petty noted that the presentation 
marked his first “Zoom Key” – digitally 
presented on the Zoom video conferenc-
ing platform.

“We are fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to work alongside 
Michael,” said Ken Bates, President and 
CEO of Open Sky Community Services. 
“His thoughtful approach, breadth of 

knowledge and teaching style has left 
a lasting legacy for the entire central 
Massachusetts community.”

During Seibold’s tenure, he oversaw 
years of extraordinary service growth. 
Of particular note is Michael’s work 
to develop an agency-wide mentoring 
program to assist staff members in their 
career development.  

For more information about Open 
Sky Community Services, please con-
tact Lorie Martiska, lorie.martiska@
openskycs.org 

About Open Sky Community Services
Open Sky Community Services is dba 

for Alternatives Unlimited, Inc and The 
Bridge of Central MA.  Open Sky offers 
a wide range of services for adults, 
adolescents, and children with men-
tal health challenges, developmental 
and intellectual disabilities, substance 
use disorders, brain injury, homeless-
ness and other challenges through-
out Central Massachusetts. Open Sky 
Community Services has over 1,300 ded-
icated employees and an annual budget 
of $83M with more than 100 programs 
throughout the region. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.openskycs.
org.  

Local boaters  
look forward to 

upcoming parade
BY KEVIN FLANDERS

STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Local 
boaters can’t wait to 
show off their patriot-
ic spirit during a debut 
fundraising event on 
Lake Sargent.

Set for Saturday, June 
27, the boat parade is open 
to both motorized and 
unmotorized boats. The 
event will begin at 2 p.m., 
and a $20 registration fee 
is required for each par-
ticipant. All funds will 
support the lake associa-
tion for weed treatment 
and other maintenance 
projects.

“We go to Florida in the 
winters, and they have 
many boat parades down 
there. I thought it would 
be a nice idea up here 
as well,” said event orga-
nizer Bob Richmond, who 
lives on the lake.

The event is open to 

the public. Prizes will be 
awarded to the owners 
of the most patriotically 
dressed boats in both the 
motorized and unmotor-
ized categories. The top 
four boats in each cate-
gory will earn prizes, and 
judges will also be look-
ing for the most colorful 
and creative displays.

“We are hoping it’s 
going to be a nice day 
for everyone to enjoy,” 
Richmond said.  

All vessel own-
ers will meet at 1:45 
p.m., just beyond Bob 
Richmond’s house. 
Motorized boats will line 
up first, and non-motor-
ized vessels will follow. 
All boaters must attach 
a parade number to their 
vessels.

A panel of three judg-
es will review boats from 
the patio behind Castle 
Restaurant. To enter the 
viewing area, there is a 

walkway to the left for 
guests to access. Please 
wear masks and adhere 
to social distancing 
guidelines.

In the event of a rain 
postponement, the parade 
will take place on July 
4. Boaters are hoping to 
make the parade an annu-
al patriotic event to show 
off their spirit.

For more information 
about event instructions 
and regulations, contact 
Richmond at 508-615-8523. 
You can also call Marilyn 
Patterson at 857-205-6298, 
or Sarah Giguere at 508-
335-1134.

Richmond thanks all 
sponsors for their support 
of the first-time event, 
including Northeast 
Pizza, Barber’s Crossing, 
Castle Restaurant, 
Eller’s, Dunkin Donuts, 
Dippin’ Donuts, Cheoy 
Lee’s, and Subway.

MANCHESTER, New Hampshire 
Nicholas LeBoeuf of Rochdale has been 
named to Southern New Hampshire 
University’s (SNHU) Winter 2020 
Dean’s List. The winter term runs 
from January to May. Eligibility for 
the Dean’s List requires that a student 

accumulate an academic grade point 
average (GPA) of 3.5-3.699 and earn 12 
credits for the semester.

Southern New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) is a private, nonprof-
it institution with an 87-year history 
of educating traditional-aged students 

and working adults. Now serving more 
than 130,000 learners worldwide, SNHU 
offers over 300 accredited undergradu-
ate, graduate and certificate programs, 
available online and on its 300-acre 
campus in Manchester, NH. Recognized 
as the “Most Innovative” regional uni-

versity by U.S. News & World Report 
and one of the fastest-growing univer-
sities in the country, SNHU is com-
mitted to expanding access to high 
quality, affordable pathways that meet 
the needs of each learner. Learn more 
at www.snhu.edu.

Nicholas LeBoeuf named to SNHU Dean’s List
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TOWN OF BROOOKFIELD
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

The Brookfield Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold two Public Hearings be-
ginning at 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 
8 at the Brookfield Town Hall located at 
6 Central Street.
The purpose of the first hearing is to 
consider a request from Stephen J. 
Comtois II to build a new home located 
at 41 Rice Corner Road. This requires 
a variance as per Section 7) Dimen-
sional Requirements, sub-section C) 
Dimensional Regulation Table, of the 
Zoning By-Law for the Town of Brook-
field. This property is located in the Ru-
ral Residential District.
The purpose of the second hearing is 
to consider a request from Amanda 
Normandin to keep livestock or poultry 
at her home located at 35 River Street 
in Brookfield. This requires a special 
permit as per Section 5) Accessory 
uses, B) Residential Districts, (4) Live-
stock or poultry….subject to approv-
al of a special permit by the Board of 
Appeals such use shall be allowed in 
the Village, Business A, Business B 
Districts, of the Zoning By-Law for the 
Town of Brookfield. This property is lo-
cated in the Village District.
 Timothy Simon – 
 Acting ZBA Chairman
June 19, 2020
June 26, 2020

Town of Spencer 
Conservation Commission 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

In accordance with the requirements of 
the Massachusetts Wetland Protection 
Act, MGL c. 131, s. 40 and the Spencer 
Wetlands By-Law:
Patricia A. Stark has filed an RDA with 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion to remove a dead pine tree from 
the lake front located at 6 Cedar Road, 
Spencer, MA. 
Pamela Bombard has filed an RDA 
with the Spencer Conservation Com-
mission to install an above ground pool 
at 14 Paxton Road, Spencer, MA. 
Peter Bowler has filed an NOI with the 
Spencer Conservation Commission to 
upgrade the Septic System at 51 Lake 
Avenue, Spencer, MA. 
Applications can be reviewed at the Of-
fice of Development and Inspectional 
Services, Town Hall. A public hearing 
regarding these filings will be held by 
the Spencer Conservation Commis-
sion in McCourt Social Hall at Town 
Hall, 157 Main Street, on Wednesday, 
July 8, 2020, at which time all persons 
having an interest may be present and 
participate. Conservation Commission 
meetings open at 7:00 p.m., public 
hearings begin at 7:15 p.m. 
Mary McLaughlin, Chairwoman
June 26, 2020
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Worcester Probate and Family 
Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO20P1489EA 

CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

Estate of:
Gloria Anne Mayer

Date of Death: 04/20/2020 
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by Bradley A Mayer of Newton Lower 
Fall MA requesting that the Court en-
ter a formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 
The Petitioner Requests that:
Bradley A Mayer of Newton Low-
er Fall MA  be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate to 
serve With Personal Surety on the 
bond in an unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appearance and 

objection at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 07/28/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may  petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: June 10, 2020

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

June 26, 2020

LEGALS

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

LEICESTER – Several community members 
recently teamed up to thank veterans by providing 
a free drive-in movie night.

The event will take place at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
June 29, at Leicester Triple Drive-In Theatre 
(located at 1675 Main St. in town). Registration 
is required for admission; please register by 
Saturday, June 27.

The event took plenty of teamwork and cre-
ativity to pull off. The idea was hatched during a 
session of an online, Zoom-based veterans group 
called Veteran Coffee Talks. The group focused 
heavily on connecting veterans during the COVID-
19 crisis and providing information on helpful 
organizations, resources, educational tools, and 
other local benefits. 

During the height of the pandemic, with every-
one sheltering in their homes, ideas started to 
flourish about how to eventually connect veterans 
in person through a fun event. Once the idea for a 
free veterans’ drive-in movie night gained momen-
tum, a group of local veteran advocates and non-
profits teamed up to make the idea a reality. 

Bill Moore, of Project New Hope, Carolyn Jette, 
and Don Jarvis worked as a team to establish the 
drive-in movie night. The event will be free for 
veterans and Gold Star families. 

“It is important in these trying times that we are 
able to provide a safe place for our veterans to be,” 

Jette said.
 Committed to benefiting mental health and 

overall wellbeing for veterans during these chal-
lenging times, event organizers knew this program 
would be a great way to offer safe entertainment. 
Many older veterans who are at higher risk of con-
tracting COVID-19 have been searching for ways to 
stay engaged as the summer begins. 

“There is a therapeutic benefit in being out 
with the family and other veterans. I’m grateful 
to work with this team of veterans to provide a 
great opportunity for families to come out and 
enjoy time together at absolutely no cost to them,” 
Jarvis said.

Special guest Ayla Brown will start the evening 
with the singing of the National Anthem. 

The movie will run until 10 p.m.
Veterans must provide proof of military service 

upon arrival. Please adhere to all safety and social 
distancing guidelines during the event.

To register for the movie night, visit www.
projectnewhopema.org. The website also features 
information on several other upcoming local 
events for veterans and their families.

Established in 2011, Project New Hope assists 
veterans through multiple services, events, and 
programs. The organization is based in Worcester 
and offers an array of retreats and support pro-
grams. 

Organizers thank Project New Hope and 
Leicester Triple Drive-In Theatre for facilitating 
the event.

Drive-in movie night  
planned for local veterans

Police officer 
recognized for 
service at LMS

LEICESTER – A local police 
officer was recently hon-
ored with Leicester Middle 
School’s annual Linda Colby 
Volunteer Extraordinaire 
Award. 

LMS Principal Chris 
Fontaine nominated 
Leicester Police Officer 
James Murphy for the award 
because of his outstanding 
service to the school. He 
received a plaque honoring 
his service during a small 
ceremony earlier this month.

“Officer Murphy has done 
so much with our school 
this year and working with 
the fifth grade,” Principal 
Fontaine said. “Between 
the DARE program and 

everything else he does, we 
would like to award him this 
plaque.”

Officer Murphy was instru-
mental in implementing the 
DARE program for fifth grad-
ers. He even came in on his 
off days to provide instruc-
tion to students.

The school typically pres-
ents the award at a gradua-
tion ceremony, but current 
circumstances necessitated a 
virtual celebration. 

“With COVID-19, we are 
doing the best we can to be 
sure he gets the recognition 
he deserves. Congratulations, 
Officer Murphy,” Fontaine 
added.

Photo Courtesy

Leicester Middle School officials recently handed out the Linda Colby 
Volunteer Extraordinaire Award. This year’s recipient is Officer James 
Murphy.

URI students named to the 
Spring 2020 Dean’s List

KINGSTON, R.I. — The 
University of Rhode Island is 
pleased to announce the Spring 
2020 Dean’s List. The students 
represent nearly all of Rhode 
Island’s cities and towns, all six 
New England states, New York 
and New Jersey, and many other 
states and countries.

To be included on the Dean’s 
List, full-time students must 
have completed 12 or more cred-
its for letter grades during a 
semester and achieved at least a 
3.30 quality point average. Part-
time students qualify with the 

accumulation of 12 or more cred-
its for letter grades earning at 
least a 3.30 quality point average.

The following students from 
your area were named to the 
Dean’s List:

Evona Bolaske of West 
Brookfield 

Ben Cote of Leicester 
Jack Dorman of West 

Brookfield 
Lexie Duntzee of Leicester 
Sarah Laflamme of Brookfield 
Sean McCarthy of Rochdale 
Jackie Romero Bourassa of 

Leicester 

Lynnea Talbot of North 
Brookfield 

The University of Rhode 
Island’s pioneering research 
extends the University’s influ-
ence well beyond its coastal bor-
ders, while its unique interdisci-
plinary courses provide its 16,852 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents with global opportunities 
in an intimate environment. In 
May 2020, more than 3,500 under-
graduate and about 700 gradu-
ate degrees were awarded. The 
University now has more than 
120,000 alumni worldwide.

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— Second Chance Animal 
Services is taking on many chal-
lenges in resuming low-cost spay/
neuter at their three nonprofit 
veterinary hospitals. The popular 
program that offers pet owners 
an affordable option to have their 
pet fixed was put on hold as the 
COVID-19 pandemic began affect-
ing the region in March, post-
poning hundreds of appointments 
indefinitely. As critical supplies 
became more readily available, 
Second Chance focused efforts on 
carefully resuming the program. 

The Springfield and Worcester 
spay/neuter programs have 
fully resumed in late May, while 
the North Brookfield program 
remains limited to accommodate 
the increased need for emergency 
surgeries at this time. With some 

veterinary hospitals still closed or 
limiting services, Second Chance 
continues to see twice their nor-
mal caseload of emergencies.

Second Chance CEO Sheryl 
Blancato wants pet owners 
to know just how hard Second 
Chance is working to schedule 
the backlog of appointments.  

“We really, really hated to sus-
pend several of our programs like 
spay/neuter because we know 
just how much pet owners rely 
on them, and how important 
they are to the health of pets in 
our community,” Blancato said. 
“There are currently hundreds of 
applications awaiting scheduling 
on top of the rescheduling post-
poned appointments. We regret 
the unavoidably long wait. We’re 
doing everything we can to get 
caught up as quickly as possible.”

 Dedicated staff are calling pet 
owners in the order their applica-
tion or message was received. Pet 
owners who have already submit-
ted an application are encouraged 
to be patient and make sure their 
voicemail is able to receive mes-
sages.  Anyone with an urgent 
spay/neuter need such as pyome-
tra should call the veterinary care 
line to see which hospital can 
assist. New spay/neuter applica-
tions can be submitted at second-
chanceanimals.org.

Second Chance is currently 
working on plans to resume fur-
ther programs in late June and 
July. Interested pets’ owners can 
watch for future announcements 
on the nonprofits website and 
Facebook page.

Second Chance low-cost spay/
neuter program resumes

Bay State Savings Bank appoints 
Lori L. Kowal Commercial Loan 

Administration Officer  
WORCESTER — Bay State 

Savings Bank is proud to 
announce Lori L. Kowal has 
been appointed Commercial 
Loan Administration Officer 
at the Bank’s 28 Franklin St. 
location in Worcester. In this 
role, Ms. Kowal will work with 
the Lending team, with a par-
ticular focus on Commercial 
Lending business develop-
ment and marketing efforts, 
along with Commercial Loan 
Administration responsibil-
ities. 

Ms. Kowal joins Bay State 
Savings Bank with over 
twenty years of banking 
experience. Prior to joining 
Bay State Savings Bank, she 
served as Vice President of 
Marketing for Cornerstone 
Bank, where she worked for 
18 years. She is a Certified 
Financial Marketing 
Professional. 

“Lori joins Bay State 
Savings Bank with many 
years of valuable banking 

experience,” said Bay State 
Savings Bank Senior Lender 
Maria Heskes-Allard. “The 
experience she has will allow 
us to increase effectiveness 
when working cross-de-
partmentally, resulting in 
enhanced operations and 
overall better service to our 
customers.”

Ms. Kowal currently 
resides in Spencer with her 
husband, Robert. 

Lori Kowal
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OBITUARIES

HOLDEN- Jean Mary (Barrass) 
Flint, 95, of Holden and formerly of 
Leicester died Sunday, June 14 in the 
Lutheran Home after an illness.

Her husband Harold F. Flint died in 
1992.  She leaves a son David R. Flint 
and his wife Lucinda of Worcester, 
a daughter Marilyn J. Glasier and 
her longtime companion Ronald F. 
Ladner of Holden, 4 grandchildren; 
Matthew Glasier and his wife Kerry, 
Jeffrey, Sarah and Andrew Flint, 3 
great grandchildren; Gillian, Owen 
and Tanner Glasier a great great 
grandson; August Matthew LaLonde 
and a former daughter in law, Jeanie 
Reilly, several nieces and nephews.  
She was predeceased by a daugh-
ter Susan Flint, a son Alan Flint, a 
brother Richard Barrass and a sister 
Margaret Zientek.

Jean was born in Loughborough, 
England, daughter of Rowland and 
Clarice (Mound) Barrass.  She was 
a bookkeeper for over 25 years at 
Leicester Die and Tool,Inc. retiring 

in 1989.  She served in the Women’s 
Royal Air Force in England during 
WWII.  She was a member of Christ 
Episcopal Church in Rochdale and 
was a member of their Allen Guild 
for 25 years.  She was a member of 
Leicester Senior Citizens Club.  Jean 
was a talented artist and calligra-
pher. She completed many works of 
art and calligraphy which have been 
distributed to friends and family.   A 
heartfelt thank you to the staff at the 
Lutheran Home for their compassion-
ate care.

A Graveside service was held 
Wednesday, June 17 at 1p.m. in  
Mooreland Cemetery, Paxton. Due to 
the current COVID restrictions, the 
service will be open to family and 
close friends only. MORIN FUNERAL 
HOME, 1131 Main Street is directing 
funeral arrangements.  In lieu of flow-
ers memorial donations may be made 
to Christ Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 
142, Rochdale, MA 01542.

Jean Mary (Barrass) Flint, 95 Jason Nicholas King
Jason Nicholas King of Ashford, CT. 

37, went to be with his Lord on April 
27th, 2020. 

Jason was born 
April 7th, 1983 in New 
Haven, CT to Peter 
and Melinda Basto 
King. A 2001 grad-
uate of Woodstock 
Academy, he worked 
as a skilled carpenter 
and became versed in 
plumbing and elec-

trical. He made his home in Maine, 
Rhode Island, East Killingly, Eastford 
and Ashford. Jason was a gentle soul, 
always eager to say a kind word and 
lend a helping hand. Nature was his 
soul mate. In the woods with Ox, his 
loving golden lab, was where he felt 

most comfortable. 
Jason is survived by his parents, 

Peter (Springfield, Ma) and Melinda 
King (Ashford, Ct.) His brothers, Peter 
(Woodstock CT) and Brandon King 
(Eastford, CT) and his Grandparents, 
Dana Basto (Woodstock, CT) and 
Marieann MacGinnis (Auburn, MA).

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Jason’s memory may be made to: The 
Evangelical Christian Ctr., 574 Ashford 
Center Road, Ashford, CT 06278.

Memorial Service to be held Saturday 
June 27th, 2020 at 11:00am, Eastford 
Baptist Church, 133 Union Road, 
Eastford, CT, 06242

*In accordance with COVID-19 reg-
ulations, masks will be required for 
attendees and social distancing will be 
practiced.

Hudson/E. Brookfield-René George 
Ravenelle, 62 passed away peacefully 
following a long illness on June 18, 
2020 surrounded by his loving family.

René will be deep-
ly missed by his wife 
of 33 years Maureen 
(Mitchell) Ravenelle; 
to whom he is forever 
grateful for the love, 
care and strength she 
provided to him on 
a daily basis. René 
also  leaves his two 

daughters and their husbands Ashley 
and Jay Brown of East Brookfield, 
MA and  Megan and Ed Morrissey 
of Hudson, MA; a granddaughter 
Bailey Brown and a grandson  Bentley 
Brown; three brothers Paul, André 
and Robert Ravenelle and eleven niec-
es and  nephews.  René was prede-
ceased by his parents Joseph and Rita 
(Jolicoeur) Ravenelle. 

René was born and raised in 
Southbridge, MA and was a longtime 
resident of East Brookfield,  MA. 
where he and his wife raised their 
family.  He graduated from Marianhill 
High School in  Southbridge, MA 
and attended Nichols College and 
Quinsigamond Community College.  
He  worked for many years in con-
struction and then later as an under-
writer and disability benefits  spe-
cialist at the former Paul Revere/
UNUM Insurance Company. As a nat-
ural athlete, René was a devoted New 
England sports fan with a love for the 
Red Sox,  Celtics, Patriots and Bruins. 
René had a lifelong love of sailing and 
spent many years sailing his  Flying 
Dutchmen on Webster Lake. He faced 
many significant health challenges 
throughout his life but approached 
every new challenge with a smile and 
never gave up.  He lived by the say-
ing,“You can’t control the wind but 
you can adjust the sails.”

René was a voracious reader, a tal-

ented craftsman, a history enthusi-
ast, an avid “HGTV” watcher, a gra-
ham pie connoisseur and a practical 
joker. Anyone on the other end of 
René’s practical jokes will remember 
his quick wit and large repertoire 
of impressions in his comedy tool 
kit.  René could make any situation a 
humorous one.  René will be remem-
bered as an easy-going, kind soul and 
loyal husband, brother and friend, 
but his greatest legacy and the joy of 
his life were his two daughters. He 
basked in their accomplishments, he 
was their biggest cheerleader, he was 
a fierce protector and their go-to prob-
lem solver on home fix-it projects, 
gardening, home decorating, cars and 
good ‘ole dad advice and jokes.

A kidney transplant recipient in 
2007, René volunteered with New 
England Donor Services for many 
years.  René was always grateful for 
the gift of life provided by donation 
and encouraged others to become 
organ donors. 

The family would like to thank Dr. 
Martha Pavlakis and the transplant 
team as well as Drs. Wilson Grandin 
and Thomas Hauser and the cardi-
ac team at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical  Center in Boston and his 
team of medical professionals at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital and ARA  Auburn 
Dialysis for their tremendous care 
and ongoing support.

Donations may be made in René’s 
memory to New England Donor 
Services or the American Heart 
Association www2.heart.org. 

A memorial service will be held in 
the future. Sansoucy Funeral Home, 
40 Marcy Street, Southbridge, MA 
01550 is assisting the family with 
arrangements. www.sansoucyfuner-
al.com

ps://neds.org/ or  the American 
Heart Association www2.heart.org. 

A memorial service will be held in 
the future.  

René George Ravenelle, 62

SPENCER: Rebecca “Becky” Seale 
Ekstrom, age 70, of Spencer, died peace-
fully on Sunday, June 14 surrounded by 
her loving family after a long battle with 

cancer. She leaves 
her devoted husband 
of 44 years, Robert C. 
Ekstrom, her two sons 
Rodger S. Ekstrom 
and his wife Nadine 
of Boylston, Jesse 
W. Ekstrom and his 
wife Kara of Boylston, 
and her daughter 
Kaitlyn M. Ekstrom-

Doig and her husband Nick of Putnam.  
Becky leaves three brothers; Jonathan 
Seale and his wife Helen of Worcester, 
Nathaniel Seale and his wife Sharon of 
Worcester, Timothy Seale and Sandy 
Seale of Spencer. She leaves five grand-
daughters; Meaghan, Nicole, Bronwyn, 
Awen, and Zora who she loved spend-
ing time with, whether reading books, 
talking about their accomplishments, or 
sharing her love for gardening. Becky 
leaves several nieces and nephews who 
will always remember her love and com-
passion for family and friendship.Born 
in South Attleboro, she was the daugh-
ter of the former Reverend George E. 
and Nancy B. (Brown) Seale. She later 
graduated from Burncoat High School 
in Worcester and received a bache-
lor’s degree from Clark University in 
Worcester. She worked in public rela-
tions at Worcester State University, 

Girls Inc., and later became the 
Moderator at Greendale People’s Church 
in Worcester. During her time of volun-
teering at Greendale People’s Church, 
Becky produced and directed the annual 
Christmas pageant, Angels Among Us. 
The production ran for nearly 15 years, 
included more than 100 cast and crew 
from all parts of the community, live 
animals from the Heifer Project, and 
original music written with her brother 
Tim and close friends from the church. 
Her deep connection and love for hors-
es remained constant as she became 
an equestrian masseuse upon retire-
ment, volunteered, and sponsored hors-
es at the Central New England Equine 
Rescue (CNEER) in West Brookfield. 
She had a passion for helping others, 
always giving to organizations that 
supported those in need. Becky was a 
youthful, vibrant, upbeat, and caring 
person who embraced every day with 
an open mind and an open heart. She 
enjoyed walking with friends, hiking, 
yoga, horseback riding, traveling, and 
most importantly her loving family. Due 
to Covid-19 health concerns, no public 
services are planned at this time. In lieu 
of flowers, contributions can be made to 
CNEER, Inc. 96 New Braintree Rd., West 
Brookfield, MA 01585 or www.central-
newenglandequinerescue.com/donate. 
J.HENRI MORIN & SON FUNERAL 
HOME, 23 Maple Terr., Spencer is assist-
ing the family with arrangements.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Rebecca “Becky” Seale Ekstrom, 70

EAST BROOKFIELD- Jean (Neeser) 
Bayliss, of East Brookfield passed sud-
denly on June 16, 2020, she was 74. Jean 

was born in Elmira, 
NY to Helen and 
Henry Neeser.

She is survived 
by her loving hus-
band of ten years 
Eric Bayliss; three 
daughters Rhonda 
Duhamel and her 
husband Richard of 

Dudley, Donna Behrens and her hus-
band Peter of Oxford, and Charlotte 
Fisk of N Grosvenordale, CT.; grand-
children Megan, Matthew, Mason, 
Richard III, Ryan; three great grand-

children Krystopher, Joshua and 
Isabella; four brothers Robert Neeser, 
Richard Neeser and his wife Elaine, 
Charles Kozlowski and his wife Cheryl, 
and Timothy Kozlowski and his wife 
Maria. Jean was predeceased by her 
granddaughter Brenna Ann Larson, 
daughter of Charlotte,

She will be remembered for her love 
of family and friends.

A private memorial service for 
family will be held at a later date.
Donations may be made in her name to 
Alzheimer’s Association at ALZ.ORG 
. Arrangements are under the care 
of Pillsbury Funeral Home Pillsbury 
Funeral Home 3 West Brookfield Rd. 
Brookfield. 

Jean Bayliss, 74

Knox Trail salutes top 
performing students

SPENCER – The Knox Trail Middle 
School staff has released its latest edi-
tion of top weekly performers.

The following list of students includes 
write-ups provided by the KTMS staff:

Fifth Grade: “Jack Hallihan is this 
week’s fifth grade top performer. Jack 
completes all assignments on time, his 
work is thorough, he participates in 
Zoom meetings, and reaches out to his 
teachers consistently. Jack is doing 
an outstanding job with all aspects of 
remote learning.

Another fifth grade top performer is 
Shery Ataalla. Shery consistently com-
pletes all assignments with extraordi-
nary effort. She goes above and beyond 
what is assigned to her daily. Shery 
participates in Zoom meetings and 
reaches out to her teachers for help 
when needed. Shery is a hard-working, 
self-motivated student who continues 
to excel academically through remote 
learning.”

Sixth Grade: “Hannah Ingalls has 
stepped up her game and not only turns 
in quality work on time, but is also an 
active participant in Zoom sessions. 
She has a great, light-hearted sense 
of humor that we all desperately need 
during these stressful times. Way to go, 
Hannah!

Our second top performer in the sixth 
grade is Zachary Whigham. He has been 
showing up since day one. He is an 

active participant in Zoom sessions and 
never hesitates to reach out to teachers 
when he needs help. Way to go, Zach! 
Keep up the great work.”

Seventh Grade: “Our seventh grade 
top performer is Ben Wytas. Ben has 
been an active participant in remote 
learning and Zoom meetings since the 
closure of the school. He has been work-
ing hard on many of his skills in math 
and reading, and also working hard on 
his daily living skills such as cooking 
and chores.”

Eighth Grade: “Jaydon McCormack 
has participated from the very first day 
out of school. Jaydon doesn’t just partic-
ipate – he is always one of the first to get 
his work done. He is quick to help the 
teachers make sure things are posted 
correctly and identify things we need 
to fix because he is very focused. He is 
always in a good mood and is so pleas-
ant to interact with.

Eighth grader Jon Forget has been 
a consistent performer throughout the 
fourth quarter. He has completed all 
the work in every one of his classes the 
entire quarter and regularly partici-
pates in Zoom meetings.

Finally, Melanie McHatton has con-
tinued to work hard throughout the 
fourth quarter. She puts in a lot of 
effort, and asks for help when she needs 
it. She has used the time outside of 
school to keep her education moving 
forward.”

Local residents named to 
Becker College  

Dean’s List for Spring 
2020 semester

LEICESTER — Becker 
College is proud to 
announce that the follow-
ing local residents were 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the Spring 2020 semes-
ter.

Kylie Bulger, of North 
Brookfield, is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Equine Studies.

John Durkan, of 
Leicester, is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Interactive Media, Game 
Arts Concentration.

Elizabeth Goyette, of 
Spencer, is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Design, Graphic 
Design Concentration.

Shelby McMillan, of 
Brookfield, is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing.

Derek Olson, of 
Spencer, is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Veterinary 
Science, Lab Animal 
Management.

Scott Simons, of 
Spencer, is pursuing a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Interactive Media Design, 
Game Development 
and Programming 
Concentration.

Caitlyn Waddell, of 
West Brookfield, is pursu-
ing a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing.

Cameryn Whitcomb, 
of Leicester, is pur-
suing a Associate 
of Science degree in 
Veterinary Science, 
Veterinary Technology 
Concentration.

Kostandina Witham, 
of Leicester, is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Forensic 
Science, Criminalistics 
Concentration.

The Dean’s List rec-
ognizes all full-time stu-
dents (24 or more cred-
it hours earned for the 
academic year; 12 min-
imum each semester 
(September through May) 

whose term grade point 
average is 3.50 or higher 
with no grade below a B- 
and no incomplete (I) or 
withdrawal/failing (WF) 
grades.

Founded in 1784, 
Becker College is an 
undergraduate and grad-
uate, career-focused pri-
vate college, providing a 
supportive and inclusive 
learning community that 
prepares graduates for 
their first to last careers. 
Nearly 1,700 students 
from the United States 
and around the world 
attend Becker College, 
which has campuses 
both in Worcester and 
Leicester, Massachusetts. 
With nationally recog-
nized programs in nurs-
ing, game design and ani-
mal studies, Becker has 
been consistently ranked 
as a “Best College” for 
undergraduate education 
by The Princeton Review.
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  Spencer Police Logs
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10

12:27 a.m.: building checked, secure; 
12:31 a.m.: officer wanted (Bixby Road), 
info taken; 12:39 a.m.: mv stop (West 
Main Street); 1:51-2:36 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 3:34 a.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), poss. suspicious 
activity; 6:08 a.m.: mv stop (Charlton 
Road); 8:23 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Bacon HIll Road), bear in yard; 9:24 
a.m.: medical/general (Paxton Road); 
10:44 a.m.: animal complaint (West 
Main Street), speak w/ACO; 10:49 
a.m.: 911 all (West Main Street), no 
contact; 10:51 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Ash Street), missing dog; 10:51 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), hang-up; 
11:29 a.m.: fireworks complaint (Ash 
Street), info taken; 11:51 a.m.: 911 call 
(West Main Street), accidental; 12:24 
p.m.: accident (Jolicoeur Avenue), 
report taken; 12:33 p.m.: illegal dump-
ing (Adams Street), needles disposed 
in pond; 12:40 p.m.: medical/general 
(Park Street); 12:48 p.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), accidental; 12:53 p.m.: 
eldelry matter (West Main Street), info 
taken; 1:01 p.m.: larceny (High Street), 
bike stolen; 1:52 p.m.: animal complaint 
(West Main Street), dog in mv/win-
dows up; 2:07 p.m.: medical/general 
(Valley Street); 2:07 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Sherwood Drive); 2:11 p.m.: fraud 
(West Main Street), ID theft; 2:35 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), accidental; 
between 2:35-3:03 p.m.: entire incident, 
including time, redacted from police 
log; 3:07 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Buteau Road); 3:59 p.m.: illegal dump-
ing (South Spencer Road), gas grill/bag 
dumped; 4:16 p.m.: fraud (West Main 
Street), re: text message; 5:01 p.m.: mv 
stop (North Spencer Road); 6:00 p.m.: 
mv stop (North SPencer Road); 6:41 
p.m.: disturbance (Adams Street), ser-
vices rendered; 8:06 p.m.: residential 
alarm (Ash Street), services rendered; 
8:14-10:07 p.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 10:20 p.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 11:10 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Paxton Road), info taken; 11:51-
11:58 p.m.: buildings checked, secure.

THURSDAY, JUNE 11
12:04-12:52 a.m.: buildings checed, 

secure; 1:08 a.m.: mv stop (Meadow 
Road); 1:24-2:25 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 2:25 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street); 6:21 a.m.: mv stop 
(Maple Street); 7:19 a.m.: officer want-
ed (Adams Street), spoken to; 7:57 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), hang-up; 
9:11 a.m.: RV complaint (Rustic Lane), 
spoken to; 9:54 a.m.: FID card issued 
(Main Street), assisted; 10:36 a.m.: 
fraud (Lake Avenue), unemployment 
scam; 11:15 a.m.: building checked, 
secure; 11:33 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), re: violend FB post; 12:21 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Leicester PD bolo; 12:58 p.m.: mv 
lockout (Main Street), assisted; 1:35 
p.m.: animal complaint (Bacon Hill 
Road), dog found; 2:05 p.m.: DPW call 
(Lincoln Street), tree limb on lines; 
3:32 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Jolicoeur 
Avenue), accidental; 3:36 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Smithville Road), mis-
dial; 6:20 p.m.: DPW call (Route 49), 
washout; 6:44 p.m.: commercial alarm 
(West Main Street), services rendered; 
8:06 p.m.: mv stop (Charlton Road); 8:48 
p.m.: animal complaint (Smithville 
Road), bear in yard; 9:14 p.m.: medical/
general (Main Street), lift assist; 9:19 
p.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Charlton PD bolo; 9:32 p.m.: mutual 
aid (North Brookfield Road), Rutland 
PD bolo; 10:10 p.m.: building checked, 
secure.

FRIDAY, JUNE 12
12:15 a.m.: officer wanted (West 

Main Street), spoken to; 12:41-1:33 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:34 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Howe Road), 
investigated; 2:23-2:24 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 4:47 a.m.: mv alarm 
(School Street), services rendered; 5:36 
a.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), 5:55 
a.m.: mv stop (Charlton Road); 6:09 
a.m.: mv stop (Mape Street); 7:56 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Hastings Road), 
speak w/ACO; 8:47 a.m.: accident 
(North Brookfield Road), report taken; 
9:09 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), LTC inquiry; 9:34 a.m.: med-
ical/general (West Main Street); 9:38 
a.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
9:42 a.m.: medical/general (Linden 
Street), lift assist; 9:57 a.m.: medical/
general (North Spencer Road); 10:04 
a.m.: fire alarm (Mechanic Street), 
services rendered; 10:17 a.m.: school 
alarm (Main Street); 10:50 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); 11:35 a.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), Harrington 
CT down; 1:05 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Valley Street), spoken to; 1:16 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), spo-
ken to; 1:49 p.m.: 911 call (Pleasant 
Street), accidental; 2:16 p.m.: accident 
(Maitreet), investigated; 3:02 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), accused 
of shoplifting; 3:09 p.m.: disturbance 
(Lake Street), m/f dispute; 3:33 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Bixby Road), welfare 
check; 4:24 p.m.: mv complaint (West 
Main Street), erratic operation; 4:26 
p.m.: fraud (Wilson Street), unemploy-
ment scam; 4:30 p.m.: accident (Main 
Street), report taken; 4:35 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Chestnut Street), speeding; 
4:46 p.m.: disturbance (Condon Drive), 
neighbor dispute; 4:55 p.m.: parking 
complaint (sh Street), mv on sidewalk; 
5:29 p.m.: juvenile matter (Thompson 
Pond Road), kids on bridge; 6:03 p.m.: 
medical/general (Maple Street); 6:52 
p.m.: animal complaint (West Avenue), 

raccoon on porch; 8:02 p.m.: commer-
cial alarm (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 8:06 p.m.: disrurbance (Main 
Street), threat of violence; 9:15 p.m.: 
medical/general (Howe Village); 9:30 
p.m.: fireworks complaint (Lyford 
Road), gunshots heard; 9:37 p.m.: fire-
works complaint (Hastings Road), spo-
ken to; 9:41 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 9:57 p.m. mv stop (Main Street); 
10:01 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
medication issue; 10:03 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street); 10:14 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 10:23 p.m.: suspicious 
persons (Olde Main Street), investigat-
ed; 11:03 disturbance (South Street), 
noise complaint.

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
12:41-1:01 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:02 a.m.: mv stop (Maple 
Street); 1:05-1:31 a.m.: builidings 
checked, secure; 2:08 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 5:55 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (McCormick Road), loose 
horse; 6:24 a.m.: mv stop (Charlton 
Road); 6:32 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street); 
7:27 a.m.: commercial alarm (Main 
Street), services rendered; 7:51 a.m.: 
acciddent (Main Street), report taken; 
9:07 a.m.: fraud (Wildwood Avenue), 
unemployment scam; 9:25 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Mechanic Street), spo-
ken to; 9:44 a.m.: medical/general 
(Prospect Street); 10:45 a.m.: 911 call 
(Clark Street), no contact; 11:00 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 11:20 a.m.: 
elderly matter (Lincoln Street), spo-
ken to; 12:07 p.m.: medical/general 
(Main Street); 12:13 p.m.: RV complaint 
(Lyford Road), dirt bikes; 1:20 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
Rte. 9 blocked/mva; 1:32 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Maple Street), suspicious 
person; 2:03 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(Paxton Road), info taken; 3:12 p.m.: 
mv complaint (Main Street), tailgat-
ing; 3:16 p.m.: RV complaint (West 
Main Street), dirt bikes/Rte. 9; 3:42 
p.m.: animal complaint (Borkum 
Road), loose dog; 3:59 p.m.: 911 call 
(Mechanic Street), misdial; 4:30 p.m.: 
mv stop (North Brookfield Road); 4:44 
p.m.: mv stop (North Brookfield Road); 
5:44 p.m.: animal complaint (Briarcliff 
Lane), baring dogs; 6:25 p.m.: vandal-
ism (North Spencer Road), walls spray 
painted; 6:26 p..: mv lockout (Howe 
Village), assisted; 6:31 p.m.: fireworks 
complaint (West Main Street), inves-
tigated; 7:10 p.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 7:26 p.m.: disrurbance 
(Maple Street), info taken; 9:53-10:00 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
10:04 p.m.: fireworks complaint (Elm 
Street), info taken; 10:11 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 10:18 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Prospect Street), assisted; 10:21 
p.m.: building checked, secure.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14
12:15-12:28 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 12:33 a.m.: accident (Marble 
Road), mv vs deer; 1:08 a.m.: lost/found 
(Sunberg Road), package found; 1:12-
1:25 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
1:29 a.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
investigated; 1:31 a.m.: medical/
general (Main Street); 1:51-2:35 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 5:29 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 6:14 
a.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
6:26 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), info taken; 7:43 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Cherry Street), baby fox in 
area; 8:37 a.m.: officer wanted (Water 
Street), FB scam; 8:40 a.m.: txr money/
person (West Main Street), courtesy 
transport; 9:04 a.m.: mv stop (Maple 
Street); 9:16 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Barcley Road); 10:29 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to; 
10:36 a.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 12:22 p.m.: 911 call 
(Pleasant Street), open line; 12:36 p.m.: 
commercial alarm (Water Street), ser-
vices rendered; 12:44 p.m.: medical/
general (Prospect Street); between 
1:49-3:00 p.m.: two incident, including 
times, completely redacted from police 
log; 3:00 p.m.: 911 call (Pauls Drive), 
accidental; 3:16 p.m.: officer wanted 
(Smithville Road), clear children from 
park/per BOH; 3:41 p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (Temple Street), riding bikes in 
road; 4:40 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple 
Street), landlord/tenant dispute; 
5:11 p.m.: mv comlaint (Gold Nugget 
Road), speeding; 6:26 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 6:44 p.m.: 911 call 
(Mechanic Street), hang-up; between 
6:44-7:52 p.m.: entire incident, includ-
ing time, redacted from police log; 
7:52 p.m.: animal complaint (Paxton 
Road), loose dogs; 8:18 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 8:23 p.m.: medical/
general (Lake Whittemore Drive); 8:28-
8:52 p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
9:30 p.m.: animal complaint (Donnelly 
Cross Road), bear in area; 11:59 p.m.: 
buildings checked, secure.

MONDAY, JUNE 15
12:00 a.m.: disturbance (Powers 

Street), verbal altercation; 12:20-12:39 
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 12:42 
a.m.: suspicious mv (Main Street), 
investigated; 2:02 a.m.: building 
checked, secure; 6:32 a.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street); 9:42 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Hastings Road), complaint re: 
chickens; 10:02 a.m.: 911 call (West 
Main Street), accidental; 10:19 a.m.: 
disturbance (West Main Street), silent 
call/procedure attempted; 11:44 a.m.: 
mv lockout (Elm Street), assisted; 12:15 
a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), open 
line; between 12:15-1:41 p.m.: complete 
incident, including time, redacted 
from police log; 1:41 p.m.: DPW call 
(Main Street), wires hanging; 1:42 p.m.: 
animal complaint (G.H. Wilson Road), 
request ACO; 2:08 p.m.: citizen com-
plaint (Charlton Road), re: assessor 

visit; 2:16 p.m.: officer wanted (Church 
Street), incorrect package delivery; 
2:41 p.m.: medical/general (Holmes 
Street), no contact; 2:57 p.m.: distur-
bance (Chestnut Street), noise com-
plaint; 3:28 p.m.: mv stop (Sampson 
Street); 3:46 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), open line; 4:02 
p.m.: multiple LTC issued/9 (West 
Main Street), assisted; 4:15 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Prouty Street); 4:53 p.m.: 
mv complaint (West Main Street), 
erratic operatin; 5:21 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Pleasant Street), attempted theft; 
5:33 p.m.: disturbance (Adams Street), 
alleged threats; 5:49 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Mechanic Street), investigated; 
6:39 p.m.: larceny (Main Street), rep. 
shoplifting; 6:54 p.m.: vandalism (Lake 
Street), kids smashing windows; 7:04 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
7:06 p.m.: disturbance (Greenville 
Street), noise complaint; 7:28 p.m.: med-
ical/overdose (West Main Street); 7:28 
p.m.: juvenile matter (Adams Street), 
kids on bikes in traffic; 8:27 p.m.: sus-
picious persons (Linden Street), inves-
tigated; 8:30 p.m.: suspicious mv (West 
Main Street), investigated; 9:13 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Park Street), bear 
in area; 9:37 p.m.: building checked, 
secure; 10:49 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change of address.

TUESDAY, JUNE 16
12:49 a.m.: building checked, secure; 

12:50 a.m.: medical/general (Greenville 
Street); 1:18-1:52 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 5:02 a.m.: medical/
general (Church Street); 5:59 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Greenville Street), heard 
explosion; 7:59 a.m.: intelligence/crim-
inal (West Main Street), Sturbridge 
PD bolo; 8:07 a.m.: illegal dumping 
(Ash Street), unauthorized dumpster 
use; 8:17 a.m.: accident (West Main 
Street), info taken; 9:12 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Linden Street), lift assist; 
9:14 a.m.: fraud (North Street), unem-
ployment scam; 9:21 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Buteau Road), bear on proper-
ty; 9:45 a.m.: commercial alarm (Water 
Street), services rendered; 10:47 a.m.: 
911 call (Charron Street), accidental; 
11:06 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
misdial; 11:12 a.m.: open door (Lake 
Street), investigated; 11:17 a.m.: mutu-
al aid (Main Street), Leicester PD bolo; 
11:46 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
Harrington CT down; 2:30 p.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Buteau Road), restraining 
order inquiry; 3:07 p.m.: LTC issued 
(West Main Street), assisted; 3:14 p.m.: 
mv lockout (Main Street), assisted; 3:21 
p.m.: accident (Marble Road), report 
taken; 3:51 p.m.: medica/general (Ash 
Street); 3:55 p.m.: fraud (West Main 
Street), unemployment scam; 4:16 p.m.: 
citizen complaint (Old East Charlto 
Road), signage complaint; 5:10 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Terkanian Drive), 
sick porcupine; 5:12 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), Rutland PD bolo; 
7:14 p.m.: animal complaint (Brown 
Street), baby possum in yard; 7:49 
p.m.: disturbance (Vista Lane), fight/
assault; 8:22 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(Smithville Road), investigated; 8:57 
p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 9:00 
p.m.: mv stop (West Main Street); 9:11 
p.m.: fire (Valley View Drive), water in 
basement; 9:24 p.m.: fire alarm (Maple 
Street), services rendered; 9:29 p.m.: 
911 call (Hastings Road), phone issue; 
9:37 p.m.: larceny (Main Street), John 
Mowry, 57, 204 Main Street, Spencer, 
shoplifting by concealment, arrest; 
10:24 p.m.: suspicious persons (Templet 
Street), info taken; 11:40 p.m.: building 
checked, secure,

 Leicester Police Logs
THURSDAY, JUNE 11

1:45 a.m.: disturbance (Maple Street), 
no action required; 2:46 a.m.: debris in 
road (Waite Street), removed; 8:09 a.m.: 
investigation (Chapel Street), services 
rendered; 9:33 a.m.: fraud (Redfield 
Road), report taken; 10:31 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Main Street), transported; 10:55 
a.m.: fraud (Auburn Street), assisted; 
11:25 a.m.: investigation (South Main 
Street), services rendered; 12:07 a.m.: 
family problem (Parker Street), report 
taken; 12:27 p.m.: fraud (Reservoir 
Street), report taken; 3:16 p.m.: assist 
citizen (South Main Street), spoken 
to; 3:49 p.m.: disturbance (Laurelwood 
Avenue), peace restored; 6:35 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Main Street), 
unfounded; 9:13 p.m.: name and 
address redacted from police log (Main 
Street), failure to stop for police, neg-
ligent operation, spoken to; 9:52 p.m.: 

mv stop (Stafford Street), spoken to; 
10:21 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), writ-
ten warning; 10:31 p.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), spoken to; 10:39 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning.

FRIDAY, JUNE 12
1:19 a.m.: suspicious mv (Stafford 

Street), name and address redacted 
from police log, possession Class B 
drug, transported to hospital; 1:39 a.m.: 
domestic disturbance (Pleasant Street), 
peace restored; 10:12 a.m.: assist cit-
izen (Main Street); 10:33 a.m.: fraud 
(South Main Street), report taken; 10:35 
a.m.: fraud (South Main Street), report 
taken; 11:51 a.m.: suspicious activi-
ty (Pine Street), gone on arrival; 3:03 
p.m.: RV complaint (Marshall Street), 
unable to locate; 4:57 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Soojians Drive), services ren-
dered; 6:43 p.m.: property found (Main 
Street), services rendered; 8:04 p.m.: 
illegal dumping (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), report taken.

SATURDAY, JUNE 13
12:19 a.m.: residential alarm 

(Baldwin Street), false alarm; 5:45 
a.m.: disturbance (Main Street), gone 
on arrival; 8:02 a.m.: vandalism (Main 
Sreet), assisted; 8:20 a.m.: assist other 
PD (South Main Street), unable to 
locate; 8:51 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 8:55 a.m.: investiga-
tion (Reservoir Street), services ren-
dered; 1:52 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
no action required; 3:07 p.m.: errat-
ic operation (Main Street), unable to 
locate.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14
2:37 a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon 

Memorial Highway), transported; 
8:16 a.m.: investigation (Town Beach 
Road), services rendered; 10:09 a.m.: 
suspicious activity (Stafford Street), 
services rendered; 11:41 a.m.: suspi-
cious activity (Main Street), spoken to; 
12:47 p.m.: family problem (McCarthy 
Avenue), report taken; 4:13 p.m.: RV 
complaint (Main Street), no action 
required.

MONDAY, JUNE 15
10:06 a.m.: mv stop (Rawson Street), 

verbal warning; 12:38 p.m.: disturbance 
(Mannville Street), peace restored; 5:27 
p.m.: mutual aid (Main Street), unable 
to locate; 5:36 p.m.: assault (Collier 
Avenue), report taken; 6:34 p.m.: wel-
fare check (Soojians Drive), investi-
gated; 8:16 p.m.: suspicious activity 
(Rawson Street), spoken to; 8:48 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), spoken 
to; 9:40 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
verbal warning; 11:40 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Main Street), spoken to.

TUESDAY, JUNE 16
7:51 a.m.: gunshots heard (Marshall 

Street), investigated; 8:13 a.m.: errat-
ic operation (Main Street), unable 
to locate; 8:14 a.m.: mv stop (South 
Main Street), verbal warning; 10:33 
a.m.: disabled mv (Henshaw Street), 
no action required; 11:14 a.m.: inves-
tigatin (South Main Street), services 
rendered; 11:16 a.m.: mv stop (Main 
Street), unable to locate; 1:37 p.m.: 
larceny (Main street), spoken to; 2:23 
p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant Street), 
no action required; 2:55 p.m.: proper-
ty found (Main Street), services ren-
dered; 10:26 p.m.: disturbance (Maple 
Street), peace restored; 11:35 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), 11:42 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17
1:07 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 8:43 a.m.: ambulance 
(Main Street), transported; 9:09 a.m.: 
erratic operation (South Main Street), 
gone on arrival; 9:38 a.m.: fraud (Water 
Street), investigated; 10:54 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Green Street), transported; 11:44 
a.m.: ambulance (Huntoon Memorial 
Highway), transported; 4:18 p.m.: acci-
dent (South Main Street), mv towed; 
4:55 p.m.: fraud (Soojians Drive), Kelvin 
Opoku Twumasi, 25, 328 Greenvood 
Street, #B11, Worcester, shoplifting 
by asportation, credit card fraud over 
$1200, larceny under $1200 by single 
scheme, conspiracy, indentity fraud (2 
counts), arrest; 7:09 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Maple Lane, Spencer), 
unable to serve; 7:25 p.m.: investiga-
tion (Howe Village, Spencer), spoken 
to; 7:48 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Maple Lane), unable to serve; 8:01 
p.m.: noise complaint (Main Street), 
unable to locate; 8:16 p.m.: assist cit-
izen (Marshall Street), services ren-
dered; 9:22 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (South Main Street), served; 11:53 
p.m.: suspicious person (Waite Street), 
spoken to.

POLICE REPORTS

News, really close to home
StonebridgePress.com
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hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

  43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

O n  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  C h a r  g o g g  a  g o g g  m a n  c h a u g g  a  g o g g  c h a u  b u n  a  g u n g  a  m a u g g

We Want  
Your Listings!

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL! EXTREMELY UNIQUE 
3.32 ACRE WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT PROPERTY! 
Charming, year-round, 2 BR, 2 bath Ranch, located at the 
Southern most end of Webster Lake’s South Pond beyond 
Cedar Island!   Extremely private w/direct Lake access.  
The home offers a full finished LL w/walkout access, a 
screened-in 18x20 patio,18x26  det’d  garage  &  8x8  
storage  shed.  Park like grounds! 
 $375,000

WEBSTER LAKE – 32 JACKSON RD

Featured New Listing!Featured New Listing!

Featured New Lake Listing!Featured New Lake Listing!

Dudley - Marshall Terrace 12,000 +/- Sq, Ft. Po-
tential for a 2 family to be built! Town Water, Sewer.
 SORRY SOLD $70,000
Webster - 85 Upper Gore w/View of the Lake. 1+ 
acre! Much work done! Artesian well, Septic Design,& 
Conservation  $130,000
Webster - Potential 6 Buildable on Lots! Water/
Sewer Access, Zoned Lake Residential  $129,400
Douglas-Mount Daniels Lot #2-2.5 Acres of flat 
land that abuts Douglas State Forest  $132,900  
Oxford - 4 Leicester St. approx. 8.47 acres! River front-
age! Possible to be subdivided.  $99,900

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WEBSTER LAND - COOPER RD

Potential from 10,000+ sq. ft. Lot. 
Need to be divided. Town Water/Sewer. 
Zoned Lake Res. 

$24,500. Each =Total $49,000

2 BUILDABLE LOTS 

  WEBSTER LAKE - 100 LAKESIDE AVENUE 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! 
Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake 
Living in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. 
Outstanding open concept, water view from almost every room, up-
scale features & amenities! Nicely situated on a .25 acre level penin-
sula, 180’+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline, 
exceptional views, professional landscaping & privacy. All you need to 
live is located on the 1st floor… including a grand 2 story foyer, cozy 
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining , half bath 
& laundry, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing 
corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs 
& full bath! It Truly is a Great Opportunity to Own Something Special! 
Remember, Timing Is Everything!  $1,075,000.

DUDLEY - 25 MARSHALL TER.

 Custom Hip Roof Ranch ! 1,480+- Sqft. One Level Living. 
Spacious Open Floor Plan. Combination Kitchen/Dining 
w/Breakfast Bar, Cooktop Range & Built -in Oven, 3 Large 
Bedrooms w/Large Closets, Linen Closet, 1st Floor Laun-
dry Room, Hardwood Floors, Separate Bath Tub & Show-
er. Forced Hot Water Heat by Oil w/High End Cast Iron 
Baseboard, Recently Shingled Roof,  Overlooks Attractive, 
Level Landscaping!   $274,900.

WEBSTER - 195-199 THOMPSON RD

SORRY, SOLD!

3 ACRE COMMERCIAL SITE ~~ APPROX. 550 FT ROAD FRONTAGE ON 
STATE HIGHWAY RTE 193 A/K/A THOMPSON ROAD.  STATEGICALLY NES-
TLED BETWEEN TWO (2) I-395 (NORTH & SOUTH) ON-RAMPS & TWO 
(2) I-395 (NORTH & SOUTH) OFF-RAMPS. PROPERTY DIRECTLY ABUTS 
I-395! 48’X80’ CONCRETE BLOCK BUILDING, 7,680 SF TOTAL (3,840 SF 
MAIN / 3,840 SF LOWER LEVEL) FULL LOWER LEVEL USE AND ACCESS 
THRU DRIVE IN GARAGE DOOR! BUSINESS ZONED (GB-5)  MUNICIPAL 
WATER, SEWER AND NATURAL GAS! HIGH TRAFFIC ~ HIGH EXPOSURE ~ 
LOCATED RIGHT AT THE TRAFFIC LIGHT INTERSECTION OF RT 193 AND 
I-395 OFF RAMP! TWO (2) FINISHED OFFICES & LAV ~ MANY POSSIBLE 
USES ~ WHAT DO YOU HAVE PLANNED??!   $600,000.

WEBSTER - 548 SCHOOL ST

Aesthetically pleasing 4-5 BR CAPE!!  Spacious 1,800 SF 
. Features 8 rooms. Including 4 large rooms & full bath on 
1st floor, eat-in kitchen, living room, family room, office or 
possible 1st floor in-law bedroom. 2nd floor features 4 large 
bedrooms & full bath. Municipal water & sewer, situated on a 
.27 acre lot with 95’ of road frontage. 2 car detached garage, 
level private yard. With a little paint & maintenance, this home 
will be well worth the small effort!  $199,900.

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER - 36 PARK AVENUE

Well cared for Colonial on Park Avenue! 
Hardwoods throughout! Large formal dining 
room, eat in kitchen, 3 generous size bed-
rooms! Hollywood Bath. 1-1/2 baths total. 
Large deck! Garage! Corner lot! Freshly 
Painted & Thoroughly Cleaned! $264,900

ON DEPOSIT

DUDLEY– 6 Lakeside Dr! 6 Rm Cape! Move-in Ready w/3-4 Bdrms in a Great 
Neighborhood! 1-2 Bdrms on 1st Flr (1 could be a Dining Rm). 2 Additional 
Bdrms Upstairs! 1st Floor w/Hardwoods! Interior Painted in Neutral Colors! 
Gas Heat on the1st, Electric Heat on 2nd! Detached Garage w/Newer Door be-
ing used as a Hobby Rm! Newer Roof! New Insulation Added! Home is Wired for 
a Generator! Newer White Vinyl Fenced-in Level Backyard! Town Services! Take 
advantage of Dudley’s School System and Low Taxes! Walk to the Town Beach 
or the Playground at the Elementary School! Won’t last long... $263,000.00

DUDLEY – 12 Glendale Drive! Conveniently Located 6+ 
Room Split Entry set on .52 Acres – 22,500’! Ready For You to 
Move Right In! New Flooring Throughout! Freshly Painted! 
Newly Applianced Kitchen! Cathedral Ceiling Living Room with 
Ceiling Fan! 3 Comfortable Bedrooms! 2 Full Bathrooms! 
Finished Lower Level with Kitchenette! Recent Deck! 
Forced Hot Water by Oil Heat! 1 Car Garage! $289,900.00

SOLDSOLD

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT - 3 Lakeview Rd! Middle Pond – Reid Smith Cove! Ideal Summer or 
Yr Round 6 Rm Ranch! Western Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! Near All the Excitement that “Indian Ranch” 
provides, Dining, Concerts & the Indian Princess! An Arched Bridge to Your Own Private Island, a Great 
Place to Enjoy the Lake from! Open Flr Plan! Being Sold Fully Furnished! Recent Kit w/Quartz Counters, 
Breakfast Bar, SS Appliances, Tile Flr & Recessed Lighting! Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Flr, 6x14 Lake Facing Picture 
Window & Stone Frplc! 3 Remodeled Bdrms w/Ceiling Fans & Hrdwd Flrs! Master w/Bath & Laundry 
Closet! Screen Porch w/Lake Views! Dock! Carport! Shed! Still Time for this Summer! $579,900.00

SOLDSOLD
ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront 
Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rms, 6 Bdrms, 
4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kit! Formal Din Rm w/
Cherry Hrdwds! Lake Facing Liv Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry Hrdwds! Slider to Waterfront 
Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bdrm w/Full Bath, Cherry Hrdwds & Walk-in Closet! 
Frplcd Lower Level Fam Rm! 1st & 2nd Flr Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $999,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Nice! .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds! 
297’ Waterfront! $4 Million Spent, Nothing Spared! 17 Rms! 5 Water View Bdrms, 5.5 Bathrms! Brazilian Cherry Hrdwd Flrs, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator, Ground Flr to Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bthrm w/Steam 
Shower off Exercise Rm! Billiard Rm! Media Rm! Center Isl Granite Kit w/Viking Gas Range, Sub-Zero Frig, Pantry & Breakfast 
Bar! Open Flr Plan! Din Area, Fam Rm w/Entertainment Center w/Wet Bar! Formal Din Rm, Frplc Liv Rm & Atrium! Library 
w/Deck! Waterfront Master Suite w/Office, Bdrm w/Triple Glass Dr to Private Deck w/Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Bathrm 
w/Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool, Dble Vanity, Separate Commode/Bidet/Sink Area! 16 Z’s of Updated Geothermal Heat/A/C! 
Recessed Lights & Fire Sprinklers Through Out! 3 Car Garage! Generator! Slate Roof! Reward Yourself! $2,499,900.00

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.Century21LakeRealty.com • www.WebsterLake.net  #1 on the Internet

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
LusignanLake ReaLty

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

WEBSTER LAKE – 112 Gore Rd! NORTH POND! Sucker Brook Cove! 
8 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 1.5 Bath Ranch is Ready for You! Southwestern Exposure! 
Gorgeous Sunsets! Unique Waterfront! An Open Floor Plan! Lake Views 
from Nearly All Rooms! 2x6 Construction! Energy Efficient Blinds in 
Every Room! 4 Oil Tanks - Fill Up Once a Year! C/Air! Gas Fireplace! 
Whole House Fan! Meticulously Cared For! Large workshop! 3 Car 
Garage! Carport! 2 Sheds w/Electric! Back Yard is Perfect for Family 
Gatherings! Plenty of Off Street Parking! Summer is Here! $539,900.00

DUDLEY – 8 Tanyard Rd! 5 Rm 3 Bdrm 
Ranch! Some Sweat Equity Needed! 
13,000’ Lot! Eat-in Kit! Liv Rm w/Hrdwd 
Flrs & Picture Window! Mudroom/
Sunroom! Bdrms w/Hrdwds & Ample 
Closet Space! Full Tile Bath w/Linen 
Closet! Unfinished Lower Level! Gas 
Heat! C/Air! Garage! $249,000.00

DUDLEY – TOBIN FARM ESTATES! 9 Tobin Rd! 7 Rm, 3 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath 
Federal Front Colonial! Move Right In! 2 Story Grand Entry w/Gleaming 
Hrdwds in the Din Rm, Liv Rm & Kit! Frplc Fam Rm w/Cathedrals & New Wall 
to Wall! Granite Kit w/Center Isl, SS Appliances & Din Area! Tiled Mudrm! 
2nd Flr w/Open Balcony! Master w/Full Bath & Walk-in Closet! Comfortable 
Bedrooms! Full Hall Bath w/Laundry! New Wall to Wall in Bdrms! Private 
Backyard w/Deck & Hot Tub! 2 Car Garage! Shed! Fire Pit! $449,900.00

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

WEBSTER – 110 S. Shore Rd! 
Across the Street from Webster Lake! 
Killdeer Island! Access to Swimming & 
Boating w/Killdeer Island Club Assoc. 
Membership! Perfect 1st Home or 
Summer Retreat! 7 Rms! 2 Bdrms! 
Full Bath! 12x25’ Deck w/Water Views! 
Garage! Don’t Delay! $249,000.00

SUTTON – 121 Douglas Rd! Gorgeous 10 Room, 5 Bedroom, 6.5 Bathroom, 6,000’ Custom Built Home 
set on 7 Park Like Acres! Room for Everyone Including a Her Dream Kitchen w/2 Islands, Thermador 6 
Burner Gas Stove & Large Walk-in Pantry! Enjoy Your Morning Coffee on the Master Balcony or Afternoon 
Refreshments in the Backyard Escape which includes Incredible Stone Work and Patios with Built-in Fire-
place, Saltwater Gunite Heated Pool, Spectacular Pool House with an Amazing Kitchen/Bar & Bath and Of-
fers Seasonal Views of Lake Manchaug! Other Home Amenities include Entire House Generator, Security 
System & 5 Car Heated Garage! Listed by another “SOLD” By Century21 Lake Realty! $1,000,000.00

REAL ESTATE
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As I age and travel through 
my life, I find that time and 
experience are changing me. 

I’ve always been on the go. 
As a CEO for a quarter of a 
century, I worked long hours 
and spent countless time on 
the road. As an author on book 
tour for my three books, I’ve 
traveled to 31 cities in 35 days, 
did 92 media interviews and 
spoke to 32 groups. I’ve spent 
my life always on the move 
mentally and ahead of where I 
was physically. 

I’m not retired. I appear in 
50-plus different publications 
weekly and have one new book 

out for publishing and two 
more in the works. I’m also 
cofounder and Interim COO of 
CubeStream, Inc., a free-mar-
ket streaming platform that 
will launch this fall. So, I’m 
busy … but I’ve changed. 

I’ve become a “noticer.”
I see things I’ve never noticed 

before. I’m certain my eyes 
have seen it all, but I never took 
the time to engage my brain and 
heart to notice. My eyes were 
focused on what was ahead and 
I was never in the moment. I’m 
sure my eyes glanced at the 
beauty around, but my brain 
and heart didn’t engage to see 
what my eyes were behold-
ing. But things have changed. 
Through time and a medical 
diagnosis, my heart and mind 
have engaged in everything 

and for the first time, I’m real-
ly noticing the wonderment of 
creation. 

Arlene is a gardener. She 
loves putting her hands in the 
dirt and planting flowers. I’ve 
always known gardening was 
a passion but before, I looked 
at it as busy work. It was some-
thing she did. I thought if it as 
a chore. Wow … was I wrong. 

No different than Beethoven 
or Bach ... or Monet or Van 
Gogh ... each year, Arlene gets 
on her knees, lovingly plants, 
weeds, and tills, while com-
posing a symphony of colors. 
The soil is her pallet and she 
paints a work of art in our back 
yard that changes and evolves 
with each day. She’s been doing 
it for years. She’s honed and 
improved her craft and created 
a magnificent living work of 
art for us to enjoy, and in doing 
so, she’s living in the moment. 
It’s been there for years. My 
eyes saw it, but my mind and 
heart never engaged. That’s 

a loss ... a tragedy of missed 
opportunity to see beauty and 
experience joy. But not now. I 
spend time every day taking in 
the beauty. 

I have two focuses to my 
life’s work. I write to uplift 
and encourage optimism in 
my readers and to help oth-
ers enjoy and live life in the 
moment. As a business leader 
I always said things like “keep 
your eyes on the future,” but 
time has taught me that if you 
keep only looking ahead, you 
miss your life in the moment. 
It’s not just a loss for you but 
also your friends and family. 
They want you with them in 
the here and now. In the future, 
you can look forward to life’s 
rewards, but you never arrive 
in the future. It’s a moving tar-
get that is always ahead. So, 
open your eyes and heart to the 
right now and enjoy your life in 
this moment.

How do you begin?
Take five minutes each morn-

ing and live in the moment. 
Empty your brain of distrac-
tions. Block the thoughts of the 
future and the things you must 
do. Sit in your backyard or take 
a walk and look for the little 
things you’ve never taken time 
to notice. Tune in to your sur-
roundings. Notice the sunshine 
on your face and think about 
how it feels. Take in the color of 
the sky and shape of the clouds. 
Sniff the air. Engage all your 
senses.

Look people in the eyes when 
you encounter them. Smile and 
acknowledge you know they 
are there. I was in the grocery 
store last week. I encountered 
another shopper. We were both 
wearing masks, so it was hard 
to recognize others, but she 
called me by name and told 
me she was praying for my 
health. Gail Emme could have 
just passed me by, but instead 
decided to act in the moment 
and brighten my day. Speak to 

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

HOME IS NOT A PLACE… 
IT'S A FEELING.

Buy with Confidence
Sell with Success

 DorrindaSellsHomes.com

Dorrinda O'Keefe - Shea
Realtor
dorrinda@c21lovett.com

CENTURY 21
NORTH EAST

 978.434.1990

OFFICIAL SPONSOR 
OF THE BOSTON BRUINS

Chauvin Excavating LLC
Quality work since 1986

82 Dresser Hill Road, Charlton, MA 01507
Ph: 508-248-5772 • Cell: 508-922-0041
Email:bernie@ chauvinexcavating.net
TITLE FIVE INSPECTION  SERVICES 

Septics Installed &  Repaired. 
Full Service Site  Contractor 

Water & Sewer Lines Installed & Repaired  
New Home Site Work  

License & Insured 

Lake ReaLty

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
41 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.Century21LakeRealty.com
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2020

South Worcester County
$155,252,380 SOLD

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669   774-230-5044
joannszymczack@gmail.com

Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Advantage 1

25 Union Street, Worcester MA 01604

With a combined 50+ years experience in the real estate industry Jo-Ann and Diane 
are your winning team to help you “make the next move”. As someone over the age 

of 50, your needs aren’t the same as a first-time home buyer or seller.
Call for a free consultation to discuss how we are helping  

baby boomers find their retirement niche.
Diane Casey-Luong 

dianesmybroker.com | 774-239-2937 
Dluong.realtor@gmail.com

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
joannsoldmyhouse.com | 774-230-5044

joannszymczak@gmail.com

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

OPEN HOUSE 
SUNDAY

11-1

Charlton: New Construction, 49’ 
Split, 3 baths, Oak floors, Central air, 
Cathedral ceilings, Finished family 
room.

196 City Depot Rd – $415,000

Dudley: In-ground pool,3-4 Bed-
rooms, Garage, 6 room. Private lot.

11A Paglione Dr. ~ $253,500

Worcester: Condominium, 2-3 BR, 
2.5 BA, Hardwood Flrs, Skylights

43 Whispering Pines #46 
~$274,900

Dudley: A Private Setting – Yet Convenient Location, A mul-
ti-level home offers space for everyone with an open floor 
plan. Flooring on first level has been replaced and kitchen 
had a recent remodel including new counter-tops with a 
separate dining area. Family room with an easy access to 
office area is a great opportunity for those working from 

home.. A sun room off the dining room and leading to the 
deck adds additional “get away” space and and overlooks a 
private , wooded, back yard. This is a property that will give 
you living options for formal and informal living. Roof was 
replaced in 2014. and property is easy to finance under low 
down payment programs. 7 Joseph St ~ $319,900

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Inventory is at an all-time low 
and so are interest rates, so now is a great time to sell!
Whether you are buying or selling a home or just curious about the local 
market, I would love to offer my support and services. I know the local 
community — both as an agent and a neighbor — and can help guide 
you through the nuances of our local market. I work hard to make your 

real estate experience memorable and enjoyable. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me today!

Jennifer McKinstry, Realtor Agent - RE/MAX Professional Associates
19 Stafford Street, Charlton, MA 01507

774-230-0929 | jennifermckinstry@rmxpa.com | jennifermckinstry.com

FREE
 OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS 
when you advertise

 in this section

School officials are hoping 
state assistance doesn’t drop 
substantially, but they have 
created a budget capable of 
withstanding a significant 
reduction.

“The district has not 
received the Chapter 70 
numbers from the state yet. 
This has caused a budgeting 
nightmare,” Monette added. 
“It is never an easy decision 
to make cuts in staff and pro-
grams, but unfortunately, we 
have to prepare for the worst 
case to make sure the district 
stays afloat financially.”

Looking toward the upcom-
ing school year, there are 
many uncertainties looming 
for educators and students. 
When will school return? 
What new policies will be in 
place to enhance safety? Can 
sports and other activities 
safely resume with crowds? 
What will happen if there is a 
local or statewide resurgence 
in COVID-19 cases during the 
late fall or winter? 

District leaders will be 

working hard throughout the 
summer to provide answers 
to these questions and pre-
pare a comprehensive safety 
plan. SEBRSD officials will 
also rely heavily on guidance 
from the state.

“We look forward to con-
tinuing the dialogue at town 
meetings later this month 
and throughout the summer 
months ahead,” Haughey 
said.

Expanding their view 
toward a long-term emer-
gence from the crisis, school 
officials are hopeful that all 
personnel and programs can 
be restored. There are no 
speculations as to how long 
this could take, but officials 
are optimistic about the dis-
trict’s eventual recovery 
from COVID-19. 

“As a district, I believe we 
are going to come out of this 
even stronger,” Monette said. 
“The communication and 
teamwork from the admin-
istration, staff, and School 
Committee has been out-
standing, which has resulted 
in a greater understanding of 
where we are at the current 
time.”

BUDGET
continued from page    A1

Kenney was inspired to open 
Ben’s Tackle Shack by a com-
bination of family, passion, 
and faith. Having previously 
watched his father quit his 9 
to 5 job to pursue his dream of 
running fishing expos, Kenney 
understood that taking risks is 
often the only way to follow your 
passion in entrepreneurship. 
His father now runs the New 
England Fishing Expo, the New 
Hampshire Outdoor Expo, and 
the Massena Fishing Expo in 
New York.

“Personally, I know working 
9-5 for a big corporation is not for 
me, and I have always been an 
entrepreneur so I figured there 
is no better time than now,” Ben 
Kenney said of his decision to 
launch the business. “Also, my 
faith in the good Lord has really 
inspired me to do things and 
take leaps of faith. I try to go at 

life full force and create opportu-
nities for myself, even if they are 
uncomfortable.”

When guests visit Ben’s Tackle 
Shack, they don’t simply arrive 
for supplies but also knowledge 
and great conversation. It’s a 
fun way for guests to begin any 
excursion before heading down 
to the water.

“It is a warm and friendly envi-
ronment, and we love talking 
about fishing all day every day,” 
Kenney said. “You can come to 
our shop either by car or boat on 
our newly installed docks. We 
have direct access to the river, 
and it couldn’t be a better loca-
tion for a fishing business.”

Saturdays are especially busy 
at the Shack, with guests enjoy-
ing conversation on the outdoor 
patio. Whether you live local-
ly or are traveling from out of 
town, it’s a fun opportunity to 
meet new people and share old 
fishing stories.

“My favorite part is everyone 
coming out to hang at the Shack 

and talk for hours on end. It is 
a daily thing and a highlight of 
the atmosphere here,” Kenney 
said. “We have people from all 
walks of life who come down, 
talk, and have a great time. Two 
guys even came here and caught 
up after not seeing each other 
since they were teenagers.”

Employees and customers 
also enjoy a fun tradition at the 
Shack – “Ring That Bell” – which 
occurs when a guest spends 
more than $100. The Shack team 
responds with a special social 
media announcement as a way 
to show appreciation. 

Additionally, guests can 
enjoy locally roasted coffee. For 
Kenney, this is a surefire way 
to get through challenging but 
rewarding 12-hour days. He is 
also managing an internship 
and summer classes while oper-
ating his startup business. 

Kenney and his family of local 
anglers hope to see you this sum-
mer at the Shack.

BEN’S
continued from page    A1

Whatever Your Style,
Find it in the 

Real Estate Section

Have you noticed?
GARY W. 
MOORE

Positively 
sPeaking

Turn To MOORE page     A18
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MAPLE 
 DINING 

 TABLE SET 
w/insert capability 

& 6 chairs. 
$350. 

Coordinating 
Maple Buffet 

w/lots of storage. 
$125. 

$425 for both. 

Call Ed @ 
413-436-8750.

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355
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2004 
Chevy Silverado 

Extended cab truck
82,000 miles

5.3 V8
Many new parts  

with plow
$1800 or BO

Call Graham 
508-892-3649

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

Warren:  
3 BR townhouse,  

appliances,  
off-street parking,  

gas heat,  
dishwasher.  

Good rental history.  
Good location.  
$1100/mo.

Call Dave 
413-262-5082

MOVING 
SALE

Power lift assist recliner, 
Nordic trac,  

XL multi use wall unit,  
& household articles.  
More added weekly.

4 Henry Rd, Webster, MA.
Park in road 10A to 2P

FREE 
CHAIN LINK 

FENCE.  
107 ft long 5 ft high w/gate.
You dismantle and remove.

Fencing is in very good condition. 
Webster MA. 

Call 410-948-4481

 

 

 

 

Call 410-948-4481
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Call 410-948-4481
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BAY PATH REG.
VOC. TECH.  

HIGH SCHOOL
Bay Path  

Practical Nursing 
Academy

57 Old Muggett Hill Rd
Charlton, MA  01507

PRACTICAL NURSING 
SECRETARY

Full Time 
 9:00am-5:00pm, 
Salary $ 46,277
Provide overall 

secretarial, clerical, and 
reception support for the 
PN Program. Proficient 
in MS Word and Excel. 

Effective oral and written 
communication skills and 

professional telephone 
etiquette a must.  

Maintaining confidential 
files and providing 

secretarial support for 
meetings will be required.

Please submit  
Application, Resume, and 

three letters of 
 recommendation no later 

than Wednesday July 
8, 2020, to the above 
address, ATTENTION 
 Dean J. Iacobucci.

For Applications please 
visit our website:  

http://www.baypath.net/ 
district-information/ 
employment/2018 

application.pdf or call 
508 248-5971, x1754 

between  
7:30 am and 2:00 pm

An Equal Opportunity 
Employer

TOWN OF 
CHARLTON 

Seeks PT (22hr)  
Kitchen Assistant  
for its Senior Center.

HS Diploma and 
one to two years of 
experience working 

with seniors in a 
nutritional or food 
service program 

required; experience 
in a high volume 
institutional food 

preparation desira-
ble; or an equivalent 

combination of 
education and 

 experience. Must 
have Serve Safe 

certification or be 
certifiable.  

Hiring range  
15.43 - 17.05hr, 

excellent benefits.

Submit completed 
application by 

7/1/2020 to HR. 
applications are 

available online at
https://townof 

charlton.net/158/
Human-Resources.

ARTICLES FOR SALE

010 FOR SALE

ARTICLES FOR SALE
Nordic Track Exerciser-$300 
Epson Photo Printer 
Cd/DVD with program
$650 
Car or Truck Sunroof
$100 
Rollup School Map
$50
Many Chairs 
$25 each.
Electric Fireplace
$140
2 Antique Printing Presses
Manufacturing1885- 
$1500 each.
Call:
508-764-4458

CANON CAMERA
AE-1 MANUAL 
With Lens and Flash
52 mm UV  35 mm  52 mm
Zoom II
62 mm UV model 202
35-70 mm 1007773 
Asking  $150.00 
OR BEST OFFER
1-774-230-7555

010 FOR SALE

DINING ROOM TABLE AND
HUTCH
Maple w/ movable glass tops
for protection.  
60” Long  X  36” Wide 
6 Chairs LIKE NEW 
In garage for viewing
Asking  $500.00 or B/O
for ALL 1-774-230-7555

EXC.SOLID 68” L SHAPED
OAK DESK
LHF return 48” Power 
center with hutch lights & 2 glass
doors & Bk case. 
Original price $2200. now in like
new condition $1595.   
5 drawers & 2 file drawers with
key lock. Pictures available on
facebook.Click on messenger
then. Paulette
508-765-1231

FOR SALE
Baldwin Electric 
Player Piono
Includes 40 rolls. Best offer. 
774-232-9382

FOR SALE
Brand new8ft Leers Cap. Fits a
8ft bed for 2016 
and under. $850 
call 508-909-6070

FOR SALE
Four snow tires 
(2 are brand new) 
Size: 205 60R 16
Mounted on Ford Rims
$500
(508)779-0120
Leave name and phone num-
ber.

010 FOR SALE

FOR SALE
Janome Sowing/ Embroidery
Machine. Includes: all feet,
Hoops software. $2,995. Call
860-774-5714 and leave a mes-
sage.

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Gas portable, electric start
150 amps. 110-220.
$300
CALL: 508-248-7063 

FOR SALE
LINCOLN WELDER
Tombstone Style. Plug in.
250 amps.
$250
CALL: 508-248-7063 

FOR SALE Remote control
Airplanes some with motors.
Eagle Magna 3 plus Fish 
locator. Still in box. 
Panasonic Base with 
speakers. 774-241-0027

FREE ITEMS
Large Picture Frame, Portable
Air Conditioning Unit-plus much
more
Please call 508-340-6701 for in-
formation

FURNITURE FOR SALE 
dinning room set with
HUTCH like new perfect con-
dition. Bar with 3 stools.
Must See. Stereo Equipment
Love seat and chairs and
Misc items. 508-234-7252

010 FOR SALE

HOME SEWING 
S U P P L I E S  
including a large assortment of
fabrics in both prints and solids
to choose from.  Also includes
choices of a variety of laces,
trims, sequins and beads etc.
Please call 
413-436-5073.

ITEM FOR SALE:
Antique Dark Wood 5 Drawer
Bureau
size 34inch. long 19wide 
by 48 High $95
Pictures of items available by
email at:
rec142142@gmail.com
508-434-0630

QUALITY
bicycles,pictures,crystal wine
glasses,porcelain dolls,fig-
urines,lawn 
mowers,bookcases and girls
toys for sale.
CALL: 860-204-6264

TRAC VAC
Model 385-IC/385LH

Used Once
Best Offer

BEAR CAT
VAC-N-CHIP PRO

& VAC PRO
Models 72085, 72285,

72295
Used Twice
Best Offer

CALL 
(508)765-5763

TO SEE COME TO
22 TAFT ST. 2ND FLR
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

TREES/FIELDSTONE:
Trees- Evergreens, Excellent
Privacy Border. Hemlocks-
Spruces-Pines (3’-4’ Tall) 5 for
$99. Colorado Blue Spruce
(18”-22” Tall) 10 for $99. New
England Fieldstone
Round/Flat, Excellent Retaining
Wallstone. $25/Ton
(508) 278-5762 Evening

010 FOR SALE

VERMONT CASTINGS 
WOOD STOVE
Black enamel model vigilent
Great condition. 
CALL 508-943-5352

100 GENERAL

107 MISC. FREE

Free construction wood and
kindling wood; beams, ply-
wood, 2x4x, 2x6s, 2x8s, good
for woodstoves, not for building.
Clean. Delivery possible. Ask for
J.D. 413-262-5082

200 GEN. BUSINESS

205 BOATS

MIRROCRAFT 12 FOOT”V” 
BOTTOM. MINNKOTA
MAXXUM 40 POUND
THRUST, VARIABLE
DRIVE,VERY LOW HOURS. 3
SEATS WITH PEDESTALS
.OARS,ANCHOR,TRAILER,
SPARE TIRE . ALL VERY
GOOD CONDI-
TION.$1500.00.CALL 508-987-
0386 LEAVE MESSAGE.

265 FUEL/WOOD

GREEN & SEASONED 
FIREWOOD: Cut, Split & Deliv-
ered. Green  Wood Lots
Wanted. Call Paul (508) 769-
2351

284 LOST & FOUND

PETS

Did you find 
your pet?

Or find a home 
for one?

LET US KNOW!!!
Please call us so that we

can take your ad 
out of the paper...

Town-To-Town
Classifieds

508-909-4111

298 WANTED TO BUY

WAR RELICS & WAR 
SOUVENIRS WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER CA$H
WAITING! Helmets, Swords,
Daggers, Bayonets, Medals,
Badges, Flags,  Uniforms, etc.
Over 40 Years Experience.Call
D a v i d  
1-(508)688-0847. I’ll Come To
YOU!

300 HELP WANTED

310 GENERAL HELP

WANTED

FOSTER PARENTS 
WANTED: Seeking Quality
Homes Throughout Central
MA To Provide Foster Care
To Children In Need. 24/7
Support. Generous Reim-
bursement. $1000 Sign-On 
Bonus. Call For Details. 
Devereux Therapeutic Fos-
ter Care. (508)829-6769

400 SERVICES

442 LICENSED DAY

CARE

*************************
The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Office of Child
Care Services requires that all
ads placed in the  newspaper for
child care (daycare) in your
home include your license num-
ber

448 FURNITURE

SOLID OAK 
R E C T A N G U L A R  
DINING TABLE 
about 35 yrs old in sturdy condi-
tion but could use a light sand-
ing on top to 
refresh Asking $75.
CALL (508)637-1698

700 AUTOMOTIVE

725 AUTOMOBILES

VEHICALS FOR SALE 1999
F150 118k miles. 4x4 single
cab stepside capt. chairs
Loaded Red with Cap
$4,000. 2002 Chevy Silver-
ado 2500 HD black long bed-
loaded with plow. Low mil-
lige. 67 thousand. $7500.
Would consider partial trade.
Call Mike 508-752-7474.

740 MOTORCYCLES

2014 HARLEY
DAVIDSON 

(low rider). Accessories added:
windshield, crash bar, saddle
bags. 5300 
babied miles and care. 
Silver metallic. Recorded 100%
mechanically sound by Shel-
don’s of Auburn. Bike is truly
new condition. 
Call 508-414-9134 
for showing. Firm $12,000 as
bike is MINT! 

750 CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

2008 TRAILER 
FOR SALE
load rite 2 place ATV Trailer.
New tires. Asking 
$1,000 or best offer.
CONTACT
508-248-3707
and leave a message.

Say it in living color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?www.StonebridgePress.com
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out of control cops.  Insurance rates will 
be cheaper for those with more train-
ing, cheaper for those willing to wear 
cameras, and cheapest for those with 
clean disciplinary records. Just like a 
doctor, if a cop had higher than nor-
mal claims or other damning evidence, 
the insurance rates would become very 
high and even potentially making the 
worst cops uninsurable.  Malpractice 
insurance allows the invisible hand of 
the free market to keep things in check 
because the “wall of blue” good ol’ boy 
system sure isn’t doing it.

We should reconsider if all cops 
should be armed all the time. In other 
civilized countries this isn’t the case.  
We need to consider that simply arming 
the people we send for noise complaints 

and stop sign violations increases the 
risk of an innocent person getting shot.  

Many may not be aware, but in the 
backdrop of the George Floyd incident 
was Breonna Taylor. Breonna was 
killed in her bed after a no-knock search 
warrant was executed looking for drugs. 
A bunch of cops kicked Breonna’s door 
in, her boyfriend shot one of them in 
the leg because he thought they were 
intruders, they returned fire, and 
Breonna was killed in her bed. The boy-
friend was arrested and held for months 
for “Attempted murder of a police offi-
cer”. It should be noted that the boy-
friend was licensed for the firearm and 
Kentucky has a stand-your-ground law. 
After 2 months, the case against the 
boyfriend was dropped. There were no 
drugs found in the raid either.

If we send a militarized force out on 
our streets with guns, tell them they are 
the occupying force, and instruct them 

to kick doors in without knocking there 
will be collateral damage.  If we tell our 
cops to treat our streets like Fallujah 
we will have results like Fallujah. We 
need to ask ourselves why we are send-
ing paramilitary roving through our 
streets looking for trouble and kicking 
doors in only to return fire and shoot 
people in bed. “No knock” search war-
rants should certainly be eliminated, 
the risk of violence is just too high and 
the potential benefit too low.

If we had real malpractice insur-
ance and no qualified immunity, then 
perhaps some of the cops that killed 
Breonna Taylor would have refused the 
mission from the outset because they 
would actually care about the safety of 
the mission and the necessity to risk to 
much life and limb. 

 Terrance WashingTon
spencer

WASHINGTON
continued from page    A9

others, if only to smile and say hello. 
Acknowledge only your immediate sur-
roundings. At this moment, pretend 
nothing else exists.

It’s not easy to change life-long behav-
ior, but its worth the effort. As you 
learn to live and love in the moment 
for a few minutes, expand the length of 
time and the number of times per day. 
Trust me … it’s worth the effort. 

What have you noticed lately?

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three 
books including the award-winning, 
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the 
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

MOORE
continued from page    A17
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Located in East Brookfield, Massachusetts, Crooked Creek Farm 
sells local and natural farm raised beef and pork. 

 

To purchase your meat packages  
you can do so by Email or by Phone. Visit our website for cuts and prices.

CALL/TEXT: (508) 868-5902 or (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     Email: CrookedCreekMA@Gmail.com

 ASK US ABOUT OUR  
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Now Offering 
CSA Packages!
Please call for full details.

Find Us on Social Media

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN 
CENTRAL MASSACHUSETTS

PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

508-347-9017

Please contact Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-0626 
or email your resume to 

JStapleton@QOTCMA.com

Start your Season off right – Come work for us!
We are a DEFICIENCY FREE  

Community Facility
 We offer Great Benefits!

Health and Dental  •  Flexible schedules  

We are looking for CNAs and Nurses  
to come join our team!

Looking for a new Career? 
For a limited time we have CNA scholarships  

available to the right applicants. 
Please inquire for further information.

	New Higher Sign-on Bonus
 New Higher Referral Bonus

Dive Into A New Career at

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING!
FT RN Subacute Unit Manager
FT 3p-11p Nurse
FT 7p-7a Nurse
FT 3p-11p CNAs

FT 11p-7a CNAs
PT Dietary Aide
PT Housekeeping

Limited Time Increased Bonuses
FT Nurse sign on bonus – 5k
FT CNA Sign on bonus -  3k

Referral Bonus – 3k
We also have a sign-on bonus for part-time staff!  

Inquire for more information.

Kelly Chisholm /ProPrietor 
Est. 1993 

125 main street 
  sPenCer, ma 01562 508.885.6861

finallyKellys.Com

& Spa

Finally Kelly’s would like to invite everyone to an 

OPEN HOUSE on Saturday
 July 11 from 12-3 to honor

LORRAINE CHISHOLM 
who is retiring after  

20+ years of hair care service. Kelly and staff have 
been very blessed to have worked with Lorraine all 
these years and wish her the very best in retirement!

Please join us to give Lorraine a great send-off and to 
thank her for sharing her talents as a hairdresser,  

beauty consultant, and friend.

“Every Town Deserves 
a Good Local Newspaper”

www.Stonebridgepress.com

If it’s  
important to 

you, 

It’s important 
to us.

StonebridgePress.com
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