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WEEKLY QUOTE

BY GREG VINE
COURIER CORRESPOND

Members of the group 
Indivisible Winchendon 
appeared before Monday’s meet-
ing of the Board of Selectmen to 
express concern over the way 
a non-binding resolution the 
group had placed on the warrant 
had been handled at the May 
15 annual town meeting. The 
resolution asked Winchendon 
voters to support calls for a 
“Congressional Investigation 
regarding Impeachment of 

President Donald J. Trump.”
Arguments for impeachment 

contained in the resolution con-
centrated on what is known as 
the “emoluments clause” of the 
U.S. Constitution, which states 
“…no Person holding any Office 
of Profit or Trust under them, 
shall, without the Consent of 
the Congress, accept of any 
present, Emolument, Office, 
or Title, of any kind whatev-
er, from any King, Prince, or 
foreign State.” The petition-
ers argue that Pres. Trump is 

in violation of the clause as a 
result of his worldwide busi-
ness holdings gain income from 
“foreign governments, states of 
the United States, or the United 
States itself.”

The resolution was the last 
item included on the warrant. 
Following a vote on the article 
preceding it, Town Moderator 
Rick Morin asked if it was the 
pleasure of the voters in atten-
dance to take up debate on the 

BY GREG VINE
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Winchendon Selectmen 
Monday night approved a 
new schedule for Wetlands 
Protection bylaw filing fees. 
The move came at the conclu-
sion of a public hearing on the 
issue.

David Koonce, the town’s 
conservation agent, said some 

of the fees had been re-worked 
following the initial phase of 
the public hearing, which was 
convened several weeks ago. He 
said the changes were largely 
made in response to concerns 
expressed by selectmen at that 
first meeting.

“There was a category for 

BY TARA VOCINO
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

 
WINCHENDON — Director 

of Planning and Development 
Tracy Murphy had positive 
news about the state of current 
town projects to share with the 
Garden Club during their two-
hour meeting at the Housing 
Authority. 

“Do you get the sense that 
things are changing in town?” 
Murphy asked the 50-member 
group. “We had a meet and 
greet at town meeting, where we 
made a poster of projects going 
on in town. We couldn’t even fit 
them [on the poster]– we had so 
many.”

With a budget of $253,000, 
High Street bridge renovation, 
which is currently out-to-bid, 
will be completed by September 
to ease congestion at the end 
of Ash Street; North Royalston 
Road bridge is slated to be 

State parks open with improvements
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BY KEITH KENT
COURIER CORRESPONDENT 

WINCHENDON — As 
state parks across the 
Commonwealth and DCR have 
been working diligently to 
be ready to open on time for 

Memorial Day weekend, there 
are no better prime examples 
than local staples Lake Denison 
and the Otter Rive State Forest, 
which officially opened for 
camping May 25.

Park Regional Coordinator 
Michael Travaglini and his 

crew have been working fever-
ishly to ensure the parks would 
only be open on time, but bring 
great news about additions and 
updates to make Massachusetts 
oldest, and first, state park 

Turn To PARKS page     A8

Great things ahead in 
Toy Town

Tara Vocino photo

Director of Planning and Development Tracy Murphy shares projects coming 
to town during a two-hour Garden Club meeting at the Housing Authority.

Indivisible Winchendon raps handling of resolution

MeMorial Day 
WeekenD ScheDule

BOS approves Wetlands 
Protection bylaw fees

10 a.m. Saturday May 27
(Flags) Decorate Cemetery Start in Calvary (Boy & Girl 

Scouts) (Rain or Shine)
10 a.m. Sunday May 28
United Parish Church Memorial Service with Roll Call 
9:30 a.m. Monday May 29  
All parade participants form up at the Winchendon Fire 

Department
10 a.m. Monday May 29 
Parade, honor departed veterans at Legion, VFW and 

GAR Parks. Ceremony at the Gazebo at GAR Park.
In case of inclement weather, Memorial Day exercises 

will be held at 11 a.m. at the American Legion Post 193 
located at 295 School St.

A park employee blows debris and pine needles 
away from picnicking sites

Park employees cleaning up debris left over from the spring 
flooding

Photos by Keith Kent

Two men fish in a flat bottom boat at Lake Denison

People enjoy kayaking the peaceful waters of Lake Denison

“In matters of style, swim 
with the current; in matters of 
principle, stand like a rock.”

– Thomas Jefferson



You probably 
won’t see it on 
your calendar, but 
May 29 (5/29) is 529 
College Savings 
Day, or 529 Day for 
short. This day, 
named after the 
529 plan, a popu-
lar college-savings 

vehicle, is designed to promote peo-
ple’s awareness of the need to save 
and invest for the high costs of higher 

education. And that need has never 
been greater. Consider the following:   

College prices keep moving 
up. College costs just keep rising. 
For the 2016–2017 school year, the 
average cost (tuition, fees, room and 
board) was about $20,000 for in-state 
students at public universities and 
more than $45,000 for private schools, 
according to the College Board. These 
costs are likely to continue climbing.   
 

Student debt is at record levels. Of 
the Class of 2016 graduates who 
received loans – about 70% of the total 
student population – the average indi-
vidual debt was $37,172, a record high, 
according to a study cited by CBS 
News. 

What can you do to help your chil-
dren graduate from college without 
having to provide a big “IOU” in 
exchange for a diploma? In the spirit 
of 529 Day, you might want to consider 
investing in a 529 plan. It’s certainly 

not the only means 
of saving for col-
lege, but it does 
offer some attrac-
tive benefits.

For starters, con-
tribution limits 

are quite high – you can accumulate 
more than $200,000 per beneficiary in 
many state plans. And you can typical-
ly invest in the 529 plan offered by any 
state, even if you don’t reside there. If 
you do invest in your own state’s plan, 
you may be eligible for state income 
tax incentives.

Also, all withdrawals from 529 plans 
will be free from federal income taxes, 
as long as the money is used for a quali-
fied college or graduate school expense 
of the beneficiary you’ve named — 
typically, your child or grandchild. 
(Withdrawals for expenses other than 
qualified education expenditures may 
be subject to federal and state taxes 
and a 10% penalty on the earnings 
portion of the distribution.)
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Local author has second book signing
Local author Collette Kotoch had a 

book signing in Dearborn, MI at the 
Arab American National Museum May 
19 for her book entitled Descendants 
of Columbus. This event was very 
well attended by Arab Americans and 
their comments were extremely pos-
itive.  Kotoch released copies of her 
book to the Caroline Kennedy Library 
in Detroit.  

Kotoch said the book is about genera-
tions creators and their achievements. 
It’s a history of the most important 
stages passed by innovators in order to 
reach their goals. These creative people 
were unknown by their homeland and 
America. They were known as Arab 
Americans, not sons of identity. 

Kotoch has interviewed a number of 
them and has tried to stand on their 
concerns as the messenger of originali-

ty. Descendants of Columbus have been 
armed with talent imagination and pas-
sion, winning epic awards. This book is 
a modest attempt to keep track of their 
careers and reveals the secrets of their 
success.

The Descendants of America are pio-
neers of culture and science who have 
common promises to build the America 
of tomorrow.

Kotoch has written about the fac-
tors that have contributed to build the 
immigrant character from imagination 
memory ambition and talent.

There’s also the positive significance 
of the book in academic terms. It sheds 
light on the history of Arab Americans 
and their accomplishments. They saw 
America as fertile ground to invest 
their talents and also as a country of 
development and an open society where 

they are directed in the right way. 
The achievements of Arab Americans 
extended to all areas of America in all 
states.

This book highlights the success of 
Arab Americans and educates people 
in her homeland about the opportu-
nities available to them in the U.S.   
She has interviewed a number of Arab 
American people who tell their stories 
of working towards and achieving the 
American Dream.

Kotoch was welcomed by scholars, 
politicians and others, who praised the 
work. It is in process of being trans-
lated into several languages including 
English.

Courtesy photo

Collette Kotoch at the Arab American Museum 
in Michigan.

Looking back, facing the future
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

WINCHENDON — High 
school is full of ups and downs 
for everyone. That’s just the 
way it goes. But sometimes the 
peaks and valleys can be kind 
of extreme. Ask Aidan Provost.  

Next week 
he’ll graduate 
from Murdock 
High School 
on time with 
a resume’ full 
of outstanding 
grades and a 
bevy of extra-

curricular activ-
ities to his credit, and he’ll 
have reached this milestone 
even while still suffering the 
lingering after-effects of a pret-
ty severe concussion.

“I’m proud that I’m finishing 

strong, that I didn’t let up or 
slack off after getting accept-
ed” (at UMass Amherst), said 
Provost while acknowledging 
there were frustrations post-in-
jury. 

“I never really cared about 
class rank, I was always just 
looking to do my personal best, 
which is what you should do 
anyway, but when I couldn’t 
take a full load of AP classes 
last year and I couldn’t play 
sports anymore, those were 
definitely frustrating. I was 
angry at first but then I figured 
out I just had to accept what 
had happened,” he noted.  

The injury also put the fam-
ily in a position where they 
were educating others about 
concussions. “He (Aidan) defi-
nitely did that and since it’s 
not something you can see, that 

made it harder,”said dad Kris, 
the director of the Murdock 
Academy for Success  

“It was a process,” Kris 
added. But that didn’t mean it 
was easy.

That said, Aidan isn’t at all 
bitter as high school draws to 
a close. 

“Overall, it was a great expe-
rience. I had teachers I really 
liked, teachers who challenged 
me. I might not have loved the 
subject, not all of them, but 
they made it fun to learn. And 
of course, I loved doing the 
musicals. They were really spe-
cial. They were all about team-
work, about doing it together 
and I loved every one of them,” 
he recalled. Always there was 
science, too.  

“I loved theater, but there 
were times when I wanted to 

become a meteorologist. I loved 
debating too,” he laughed.

There was more than that, 
much more. Provost is the first 
MHS student to earn a seat 
on the state’s Central District 
Student Council executive 
board, serving as secretary. 

“A real honor,” he reflected. 
“That mattered to me.” That’s 
a milestone.

Because he was and is the 
younger sibling, Aidan had 
some inkling of what it might 
be like transitioning to high 
schools.  

“I’d seen my siblings in plays 
and I’d been around which I 
think helped my adjustment,”, 
he recalled.

Getting involved right away 
made that transition easier as 
well.  

“That came naturally,” 

noted Provost, and from that 
beginning, he stayed involved 
in a myriad of varied activities. 
He’s a Provost, right?

“I think it matters to be 
involved,” he reflected. “High 
school’s not forever, but 
involvement can be, should 
be.”

That’s why he is looking at a 
career geared towards environ-
mental engineering. 

“These days especially, that’s 
important. We need to har-
ness the resources we have,” 
Provost pointed out.

And so next Sunday, the 
MHS experience comes to an 
end. Aidan’s ready, though he 
noted he’s enjoyed being in the 
same building as his father.  

“That was never an issue,” 
he assured, but added, “it’s 
time to move on.”

Aidan Provost

Goodwin graduates
Nearly 700 students walked across 

the stage to receive their diploma 
last Saturday at Fitchburg State 
University’s 121st Undergraduate 
Commencement Ceremony. Among 
those graduating was Winchendon res-
ident April Goodwin. 

April attended high school at Monty 
Tech, where she received her diplo-
ma and vocational certificate in infor-
mation technology in 2013. Having 
focused on web design her senior year, 
she decided to study communications 
at Fitchburg State University that fall. 
Additionally, she has always had a 
strong passion for English literature 
and writing, making her decision to 
also focus on writing a given. After 
four years of lectures, projects, inspir-
ing professors, sleepless nights, and 
coffee-fueled ambition, April gradu-
ated Magna Cum Lade, receiving her 
Bachelor of Science degree in com-
munications with a concentration in 
interactive media and a minor in pro-
fessional writing.     

(Editor’s Note: April Goodwin works 
as a correspondent for the Winchendon 
Courier, keeping her hand into com-
munications)

Mat Plamondon photo

electrical generating facil-
ities, which was left out 
of the initial version,” he 
said. “There was a catego-
ry for utilities, other than 
for a single-family house. 
The commission felt the 
way that should work is 
there should be a flat fee 
of $750 for any utilities 
under the commission’s 
jurisdiction. Tacked onto 
that would a dollar per lin-
ear foot for utilities within 
the commission’s jurisdic-
tion.”

“There was also more 
discussion about requests 
for determination of appli-
cability. The commission 
felt someone just doing 
work in their back yard, 
wanting to put in a shed or 
something, that should be 
a flat rate of $50. But then, 
if a developer – in particu-
lar – wanted to build a new 
house on a lot, that should 
be a fee of $50 per acre of 
effective resource area.”

“From the commission’s 
perspective,” Koonce con-
tinued, “the ‘after the fact 

filings’ are a couple of the 
most important fees for the 
commission. Over the past 
couple of years in particu-
lar, there have been a few 
cases where people have 
gone ahead and done work 
in the commission’s juris-
diction without getting the 
proper approval to begin 
with; in some cases, not 
even getting building per-
mits. The commission felt 
– and this is modeled on 
other towns – that for the 
particular filing fee for the 
activity, whether it be an 
RDA (request for determi-
nation of applicability) or 
a notice of intent, it should 
be the regular filing fee, 
plus tack on another 50 
percent. If there are addi-
tional violations, there 
should be a $125 fee, plus 
the standard filing fee for a 
given activity, plus 50 per-
cent of the filing fee times 
the number of violations.”

Koonce said the purpose 
is to deter people from vio-
lating the town’s bylaw 
regulations.

The conservation agent 
explained that fees col-
lected by the commission 

go into the general fund, 
unless town meeting votes 
to make them revolving 
funds. That’s not being 
proposed at the moment, 
he added.

Commission Chairman 
Garrett Davieau said the 
fees are designed in large 
part to make the commis-
sion self-sufficient “and 
not necessarily be relying 
on tax dollars.”

As far as after-the-fact 
filings, said Davieau, “we 
are seeing a lot people 
coming into us who will 
say ‘we just didn’t know.’ 
Then there are usually two 
decisions to make: either 
you tell them un-do it, 
or you absorb (the cost) 
and make it work. A lot 
people just don’t seem to 
bother to read the town’s 
bylaws. The frustration for 
the commission is we’re 
seeing more and more of 
this.”

The new fees fall into 
five categories ranging in 
cost from $75 for Category 
1 to $750 plus $1 of linear 
feet for utilities, which is 
in Category 5. The fees will 
go into effect on June 1. 

BOS
continued from page    A1

On “529 Day,” Think About College Savings Plans
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CLYDE’S   CORNER
MYSTERY MONTH: May 

is “Mystery Month” at the 
Beals Memorial Library in 
Winchendon and the staff will 
be celebrating all month long 
with displays, raffles for newly 
released mystery novels, and an 
author’s visit from acclaimed 
mystery writer, Archer Mayor. 
To participate, all patrons have 
to do is check out a mystery 
novel during the month. All 
mystery lovers should drop by 
or call the library at (978) 297-
0300 for more information.

Saturday, May 27

TOY TOWN OUTDOOR 
MARKET: 126 Central St. 
on the lawn of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 
Winchendon Thursdays 4-7 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.

Tuesday, May 30

IT’S ALIVE: Toy Town Live, 
the always popular talent 
show, is scheduled Tuesday, 
May 30 6-7:30 p.m. 

Friday, June 2

ALUMNI SOFTBALL: On 
Friday, June 2 6-9 p.m. at the 
American Legion Baseball 
Field, Murdock Alumni of all 
ages are encouraged to partic-
ipate in a just for fun softball 
game. Former participation 
in athletics is NOT a require-
ment, and there is no cost to 
participate, though donations 
are appreciated. If you wish 
to order a shirt, the price is 
$10 and must be ordered by 
May 22. Concessions will be 

available. All proceeds bene-
fit Murdock Sports Boosters. 
TO register or for information 
contact Sue Polcari at (978) 257-
5671 or Rpwinma@verizon.
net. Once a Blue Devil, always 
a Blue Devil!

Saturday, June 3

PLANT SALE: The 
Winchendon Garden Club is 
having a Plant and Bake Sale 
at the Winchendon History 
Culture Center Toy Museum, 
135 Front St., on June 3 from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Most plants 
$5 or less. Local Vendors sell-
ing outdoor decorative items. 
Proceeds fund our scholarship 
program and town plantings. 
Garden Club members will be 
on-site for free advice, tips and 
ideas.

RECYCLE THAT ‘STUFF’: 
Appliance or Electronics 
Recycling is scheduled 
Saturday, June 3, from 8 a.m. to 
noon at the empty lot in front of 
Rite Aid, the old Mathieu Ford 
lot. Sponsored by Boy Scout 
Troop 193, there is a small fee 
for recycled items; not every-
thing is listed but our prices 
will be reasonable for anything 
you bring. Appliances are $15. 
Electronics: Trunk Load $25, 
Truck/SUV Load $50; TVs:  up 
to 19 inches are $20, over 19 
inches are $35, and Consoles/
Projection are $45.

Thursday, June 8

BOOK DISCUSSION: Beals 
Memorial Library has a book club 
that meets at 5:45 p.m. the sec-
ond Thursday each month, the 
next meeting is Thursday May 

11 Books are available at the 
library.

TRIVIA CHALLENGE: every 
month it’s Franco O’Malley’s 
trivia challenge at Zoe’s 
Restaurant beginning at 8 p.m. 
Bring a team or join a team 
and try your memory at this 
intriguing game of wits. Open 
to everyone, come on down.

Sunday, June 11

COLLAGE WORKSHOP: 
Instructor: Jill Pottle will teach 
a class on collage 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at the GALA Arts Gallery, 135 
Front St. For more informa-
tion and to register visit www.
galagardner.org.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: the 
Golden Agers celebrate all 
birthdays with a party at the 
Carriage House restaurant at 
12:15 p.m. Reservations are 
required, please call Gloria at 
(978) 297-4525 to register or for 
more information.

Thursday, June 22

TOY TOWN OUTDOOR 
MARKET: 126 Central St. 
on the lawn of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 
Winchendon Thursdays 4-7 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.-1 
p.m.

OPEN MIC: at the American 
Legion Post 193, 295 School 
St. Beginning at 9 p.m. Like 
to sing? Play an instrument? 
Willing to jam with a few other 
musicians? Then come on down 
and join us at the lower level. 
Always a good time. Open to 
everyone! Non-smoking venue.

OUR NEIGHBOR’S 
KITCHEN: On Thursday, June 

22 at Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Winchendon for a 
hearty dinner. Dinner is served 
at 5:30 p.m. We can always use 
more volunteers! If you’d like 
to help with set-up, come to 
the church around 4 p.m. If 
you want to help with serv-
ing, come at around 5:15 p.m. 
so we can go over any spe-
cial protocols for the night’s 
menu. Clean-up starts around 
6:15 p.m. and is usually done 
shortly after 7 p.m. Volunteers 
have a chance to sit down to 
socialize and enjoy the meal. 

Saturday, August 19

ANNUAL FIREMEN’S 
MUSTER: Begins at noon 
with a parade through down-
town Winchendon ending at 
American Legion Post 193, 295 
School St. where the historic 
antique pumper equipment 
will vie for recognition as the 
best at aiming and distance 
with the pressured water. 
Barbecue chicken will lun-
cheon will be sold by American 
Legion, entrance to watch the 
Muster is free. Other family 
activities available.

ONGOING PROGRAMS

SUNDAYS
I N D I V I S I B L E 

WINCHENDON: The 
Indivisible Winchendon 
group meets every Sunday 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of 
Winchendon, 126 Central St. 
to discuss and organize cre-
ative, effective resistance to 
the Trump administration 
over the long term. We are lib-

eral/progressive but non-par-
tisan. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/381174492262359/

MONDAY
LEGO CLUB: Beals Memorial 

Library, 50 Pleasant St. hosts a 
Lego Club for kids aged six-
12, 3:30-4:30 p.m. every Monday 
afternoon the library is open. 
Show off your creative side. 
More information about this 
and other programs by calling 
(978) 297-0300 or visit townof-
winchendon.com/bealmemori-
allibrary. 

TUESDAY
LEARN: Computer class-

es for adults are offered on 
Tuesday afternoons from 3:30-
4:30 p.m. at Beals Memorial 
Library and are open to adults 
ages 18 and older.

CRAFT FOR ADULTS: On 
Tuesday nights at 6:30 Beals 
Memorial Library has an adult 
craft hour providing a place 
to meet and do crafts. People 
bring in things they are work-
ing on, and can get help on 
knitting, crocheting, quilting 
and discuss different ideas.

TINY TOTS PLAYGROUP: 
on Tuesday 10-11 at Beals 
Memorial Library, 50 Pleasant 
St. for toddlers aged 0-4. Songs, 
rhymes and sharing.

WEDNESDAY
BINGO! Hyde Park residents 

hold bingo in the community 
hall every Wednesday night 
beginning at 6 p.m. It’s inex-
pensive, just two cards for 5¢, 
and the community is invited! 
Anyone over the age of 50 is 
welcome to join in. We’d love 
to have more players.

BINGO 2! Old Murdock 
Senior Center hosts Bingo on 
Wednesday afternoons at 12:15 
p.m.
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The Winchendon Courier is commit-
ted to accuracy in all its news reports. 
Although numerous safeguards are 
in place to ensure accurate reporting, 
mistakes can occur.  Confirmed fact 
errors will be corrected at the top 
right hand corner of page three in a 
timely manner.   If you find a mis-
take, call (978) 297-0050 during normal 
business hours. During non-business 
hours, leave a message in the editor’s 
voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call.  Or contact the edi-
tor at the following email: ruth@
stonebridgepress.news.

AccurAcy  
WAtch

Spring events include paddles and paints
The Millers River Watershed Council 

has two paddles scheduled on the 
Millers River Blue Trail from Athol to 
Orange. The first, on Saturday, May 27 
(rain date May 28), will be a trash clean-
up, departing from Rich Park in Athol 
at 9:30 a.m. and arriving in Orange 
Riverfront Park by noon. Volunteers 
should bring their boat, gloves and 
water. Paddlers wanting to park their 
vehicle in Orange and shuttle back to 
Athol should drop their boat at Rich 
Park an hour earlier. To help with plan-
ning, email watershed@millersriver.
net or call 978-248-9491.

On Saturday, June 17, prior to 
the fourth annual Orange Solstice 
Riverfest, a Blue Trail paddle from 
Athol to Orange will depart from Rich 
Park at 1 p.m. Come earlier to enjoy the 
festivities in Rich Park for the unveil-
ing of the new accessible dock.

If you like to draw or paint outside, 
consider submitting one or more works 
of art to the Millers River Plein-Air Art 
Contest & Show, sponsored by MRWC 
and the Athol Public Library to increase 
appreciation of the river’s scenic beauty 
and stimulate artistic growth. Contest 
guidelines are available online at www.
millerswatershed.org. Artwork will be 
accepted on Thursday and Friday, June 
1 and 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
Library. The Show will run from June 
6th-30. An Opening Reception will be 
held Tuesday, June 6, from 5-7 p.m.

MRWC’s Adopt-a-Stream program 
still needs volunteers to monitor tem-
perature and pH (acidity) along trib-
utaries and streams throughout the 
watershed. Adopting a stream near your 
home or work is easy and only takes 

a few minutes once a week. Check the 
MRWC website for a program descrip-
tion and list of streams. For more infor-
mation email watershed@millersriver.
net or call 978-248-9491. 

Courtesy photo

A painting done by Bruce Dean on the banks of Millers River.
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thoughts to:

ruth@
stonebridge
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RECYCLE THAT ‘STUFF’
Appliance or Electronics 

Recycling is scheduled 
Saturday, June 3, from 8 
a.m. to noon at the empty lot 
in front of Rite Aid, the old 
Mathieu Ford lot. Sponsored 
by Boy Scout Troop 193, 
there is a small fee for recy-
cled items; not everything is 
listed but our prices will be 
reasonable for anything you 
bring. Appliances are $15. 
Electronics: Trunk Load $25, 
Truck/SUV Load $50; TVs:  up 
to 19 inches are $20, over 19 
inches are $35, and Consoles/
Projection are $45.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
KEENE, NH — 1,245 students 

have been named to the spring 
2017 dean’s list at Keene State 
College, including the follow-
ing local students: Heather 
Bilodeau, Kaylee Devost, 
Emily Kilmer, Lisa Hastings, 
Ryn Lubin, Margaret Maloy, 
Eva Quill, and Mary Quill of 
Rindge; Kathleen Brandeberry 
of Phillipston; Samantha 
Buckler, Emily Romano 
and Carley Treshinsky 
of Winchendon; Joshua 
Degrenier, Bridget Fordham, 
and Lilly Given of Jaffrey; and 
Jenna Minniti of Fitzwilliam.

CANTON, NY — Stephanie 
A. Johnson of Rindge has 
been inducted into the St. 
Lawrence University chapter 

of Phi Beta Kappa, the nation-
al honor society for liberal 
arts and sciences undergrad-
uates. Johnson is a member 
of the Class of 2017 and is 
majoring in chemistry and 
English. Johnson attended 
Conant High School. The St. 
Lawrence chapter of Phi Beta 
Kappa, sponsored by Harvard 
University, will celebrate its 
120th anniversary in 2019. 
With three elections each year 
in August, March and May, 
the faculty and staff who com-
prise the permanent chapter 
membership elect the top 10 
percent of the members of the 
senior class.

Furthermore, you have com-
plete control of your 529 plan 
assets. You decide who will get 
the money and when he or she 
will get it. You can even change 
the beneficiary to another fam-
ily member.

Keep in mind, though, that 
your 529 plan will be counted on 
the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA), although 
schools typically only consider 

up to 5.6% of parental assets 
when calculating financial aid. 
And distributions from a par-
ent-owned 529 account used for 
one year’s college expenses will 
not usually reduce next year’s 
financial aid eligibility. (For 
more information on how a 529 
plan might affect your child’s 
financial assistance, you may 
want to consult with a college’s 
financial aid office.)

If you can find a 529 Day event 
in your area, you may want to 
attend so that you can learn 
more about the many aspects of 

saving for college. But even if 
you can’t personally take part 
in 529 Day, give some thought 
to a 529 plan – it might be part 
of the solution for helping your 
children earn a relatively debt-
free degree.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Cailte 
Kelly, your local Edward Jones 
advisor, at 1 City Hall Ave., 
Gardner, (978) 630-8670 www.
edwardjones.com 

FINANCE
continued from page    A2
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To the Editor:
For several weeks, now, those of us 

who voted for President Trump have 
been roundly insulted in the Views sec-
tion of the Winchendon Courier, and 
it’s getting pretty lame, actually.

The first thing I would like to say to 
set the tone is-Hillary lost. Get over it.

Winchendon went for President 
Trump more than 80%, so you’re insult-
ing the majority of your townsfolk with 
your incessant tantrums. You really 
need to find something else to write 
about, Mr. Carton.

In the May 12th edition of the Courier, 
you mention your ilk’s, “Already cyni-
cal view towards government.” 

Just when did that view towards 
government become cynical? Was it 
before or after the first duly elected 
black president of yours left office and 
ended his reign of terror? I don’t seem 
to recall you being so cynical when 
Obama was in office appointing anyone 
besides straight, white males. Where 
was your outrage when Obama was 
decimating the military and relieving 
any General who showed any signs 
they might oppose him? Where was 
your outrage when Hillary sold 20% 
of our uranium to Russia? Where was 
your outrage when your president med-
dled in four foreign elections? Israel 
being the major one. Where was your 
outrage when Obama sent cash to Iran 
without going to Congress to vote on it? 
Where was your outrage when Obama 
and Hillary lied to our face and told us 
that Benghazi happened because of a 
YouTube video, and had Gaddafi killed, 
which ushered in her, “Arab Spring,” 
which caused the entire, “refugee” cri-
sis we’re experiencing right now? 

Where was your outrage when 
Obama said America wasn’t a Christian 
nation? “In God we trust” on our money 
and, “Under God,” in our pledge, and 
swearing-in ceremonies always, until 
very recently, sworn on a Bible… Seems 
legit for Obama to claim that we’re not 
a Christian nation when the last time 
anyone saw him attend a Christian 
church was to See Rev. Wright over 
eight years ago. 

You liberals are losing your collective 
minds over President Trump’s connec-
tion to the Russian government when 
he’s been a businessman worldwide for 
his entire lifetime, but you have noth-
ing to say about Obama meddling in at 
least four elections around the world. 
President Trump owns real estate and 
has Trump buildings in several foreign 
countries, including India, Istanbul, 
Toronto, and Manila, just to name a 
few. Some US lawmakers have disclosed 
multiple conversations with foreign 
diplomats who outlined active political 
meddling by the Obama administra-
tion’s State Department, including the 
use of taxpayer funds to support leftist 
causes in Macedonia, Albania, Latin 
America, and Africa. Not one mention 
by you dishonest and opinionated jour-
nalists. Objective, fact-based journal-
ism really is dead in America, replaced 
by opinion hit pieces.

You, Jerry, have called Republicans 
in the House, “Dopes.” In a recent 
paper, you have said about we President 
Trump voters that we, and I won’t quote 

because I can’t find the exact words, live 
in an increasingly shrinking cocoon 
of thought. You say that we are a seg-
ment of the population that you cannot 
reason with and that you need to iso-
late us and ignore us. Believe me, our 
ilk really would appreciate not hearing 
from your ilk anymore with your inces-
sant nonsense and fearmongering when 
President Trump, in my opinion, has 
been a stellar president to this point.  

The stock market is at an all-time 
high, illegal border crossings are down 
over 60 percent since he took office, 
and he just performed fantastically 
in the Middle East while represent-
ing America. Not even once did he 
insult the American people and shame 
America as we became accustomed to 
every single time Obama set foot on 
foreign soil. In fact, I think he may have 
actually projected pride in his home 
country and our position in the world. 
I’m not going to waste my time with any 
more accomplishments because we’ve 
both seen the exact same things and 
come to vastly different conclusions.  

President Trump will make missteps 
along the way, and it is to be expected, 
because he’s not a career politician and, 
therefore, not adept at being a profes-
sional liar. That takes practice.

You claim that your side cannot rea-
son with us? Let me remind you that it’s 
YOUR ILK who shuts down free speech: 
you wouldn’t allow Milo Yiannopoulos 
or Ann Coulter to speak at Berkley 
and, instead, chose to destroy property 
and riot. It’s YOUR ILK who rioted in 
Baltimore for weeks; it’s YOUR ILK 
who is blocking roadways and imped-
ing traffic in protest of a democratic 
vote outcome, it’s YOUR ILK who con-
stantly riot and protest at Berkley and 
at colleges across the country, robbing 
parents of the education for which they 
paid for their children. You don’t honor 
free speech, and you don’t understand 
what it means to live in a representa-
tive democracy.  

We voted. Deal with it, just like we did. 
You don’t see us out there protesting 
and flaunting every form of debauchery 
in parades and trying to impede the 
travel of your ilk because we are more 
reserved and respectful than that. We 
understand what is means to win or 
lose and we chose not to shame our-
selves either way. The behavior of the 
losers of this election has been detest-
able and crude, not to mention unprec-
edented. It’s certainly not progress or 
something you should be proud of. I do 
all I can to shield my young children 
from Democrat behavior as of late for 
fear that they may think it’s normal or 
acceptable because it’s neither.

I’ll let you know the respectable way 
that a democracy works: We voted at 
the ballot box, and then we went on 
about our lives.  

That’s why we aren’t out defending 
our vote or counter-protesting. We have 
lives to live and jobs to work. We don’t 
have time for you. You should strive for 
the same and show some respect. 

What you and your ilk are doing is 
being sore losers and acting shamefully.  

kyle bradley
WinChendon

Bradley: tired of tirades

OWC: in time for Memorial Day

LaPointe: need to respond

To the Editor:
In a month where we honor those 

people currently serving in our mili-
tary — Armed Forces Day as well as 
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice — 
Memorial Day, Operation Winchendon 
Cares once again gathered to fill boxes 
with donations to be sent to 35 service 
members stationed in the U.S.A. as well 
as Korea, Germany, the Middle East 
and on ships scattered throughout the 
oceans.

First, a huge thank you to the 
American Legion Post 193 for their sup-
port of this project both monetarily and 
physically with the use of their hall. 
Secondly, thank you to Will Brown for 
creating and funding our webpage.

Thirdly, a big thank you to Sweet 
Treat Bakery for baking our cooked 
order and shrink wrapping them so 
that they remain fresh for our troops! 
Finally, thank you to each and every 
one of you who donated money for post-
age, an item to be sent, or time to help 
sort and package up our donations. This 
project wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for 
each and every one of you!

Thanks to Rachel and Coral Grout 
whose donation came in too late to list 
in our February “thank you”.

Thank you to Blue Star Mothers 
Leominster Chapter; Emerson School 
Fitzwilliam; Bud Fletcher in memory 
of Carla; Joni Gorecki; Margie Kuchta; 
Doris LaFreniere; Yvonne & Doreen 
Page; Kayla Maine & Boys; Mary 
Ellen Mansfield and the Broadview 
Residents; Memorial School: Ms. Lyons’ 
Grade 1, Grade 2 Teachers and Speech 
Department; Lynn Murray & her 5th 
Graders; Charlotte Pichotta; Aidan 
Provost; Saint Anthony School: Mrs. 
Rollo’s Pre-K, Mrs.  Less’ Kindergarten, 
Mrs. Terho’s 1st Grade, Mrs. Carvalho’s 
2nd Grade, Mrs. Crawley’s 3rd Grade 
and Miss Bartholomew’s 5th Grade; 
Ann Marie Slomcheck; Nicole, Colby 
& Abigale St. Pierre; Jayne Stacey & 
Flip Side Grille; Tracey Tenney and 
Claudette Vaillancourt.

Watch our Facebook page and/or web-
site www.winchendoncares.com for our 
next mailing which will be sometime in 
August.

Have a great summer and remember 
to thank a service member for his/her 
service!

larry & linda sordoni
oPeration WinChendon Cares

I feel the need to respond to Chairwoman 
Anderson’s Letter to the Editor published 
in last week’s Courier. I would like to 
make it clear however that I am speaking 
for myself as a member of the School 
Committee, as the Committee has not yet 
met subsequent to the letter.

The Chairwoman and I share deep dis-
appointment – mine however is in a letter 
put forth with such inaccuracy and error, 
especially coming from a position of such 
power and importance.  Let’s look at the 
misstatements in order…

Ms. Anderson states that the Moderator 
at Town Meeting “chose to end discus-
sion, rather than inflame the situation” 
when the “audience became loud and 
disorderly.”  In fact, a citizen in the front 
row ‘called the question’, which meant 
that the Moderator had a duty to ask the 
Meeting whether they wanted to end dis-
cussion and proceed with the article vote. 
This is indeed what happened with the 
standing vote – the Meeting voted to end 
discussion and vote yes or no for the arti-
cle. One could verify this by watching the 
video of Town Meeting, however a large 
portion of the meeting – after Article 7 to 
the Zoning articles at the end — is missing 
from the recording.  Additionally, at least 
two members of the Finance Committee 
in fact shared their logic in their decision 
to support or not support the School’s 
budget request. To my knowledge, no 
member of the BOS raised their hand to 
be recognized and speak. I am more than 
certain the Moderator would have given 
them the opportunity to do so had they 
expressed the desire.

Ms. Anderson states that the School 
Department is also charged with repay-
ing its portion of the debt – with this, 
I wholeheartedly agree. She goes on to 
say that she was “astounded when the 
Superintendent stated that he wasn’t 
aware that the schools would also be 
held responsible.” I don’t recall the exact 
words stated by Mr. Haddad, however, 
what he was in fact articulating is that 
previously, he was not made aware of the 
exact amount allotted to this debt repay-
ment in our indirect costs. In his efforts in 
assistance and transparency, Mr. Hickey 
has provided a detailed breakdown of the 
Indirect Cost calculation – this year was 
the first this was provided. Mr. Haddad 
was shocked when he saw that $236,002 of 
our Indirect Costs (over $3.4 million) were 
attributed to Deficit Repayment. On a side 
note here, the first override was passed in 
the summer of 2014 – the following spring, 
a couple months later, Winchendon’s 
financial troubles were disclosed. Any 
impact that override could have had on 
our students was negated right then. 

Next, Ms. Anderson states that “the 
School Department negotiated raises 
before anticipating their budget; I don’t 
think that was responsible.” I would love 
to know where this “fact” comes from. For 
a BOS Chair to say or publish a statement 
such as this, especially when containing 
no accuracy, to me, is astounding and 
irresponsible. The School Department 

began negotiating raises in the summer, 
AFTER forecasting the budget and antic-
ipating level funding from the State. The 
Governor’s budget then came out the 
following January, with $480,000 LESS 
in state and local provided funding. The 
Chairwoman’s statement is baseless, false 
and inflammatory at best.

Ms. Anderson details costs taxpayers 
are currently burdened with such as the 
previous override, police department and 
fire department debt exclusions, finds it 
“trivializing” that a new override is com-
pared to the cost of a weekly cup of coffee, 
and states the she does not feel adding 
to the existing tax burden at this time is 
“prudent.” It is our responsibility and 
goal to be transparent and as easily under-
standable as possible – an analogy in the 
cost does just that. What I do not find 
prudent is to expect the School Committee 
to make the decision to proceed with so 
many cuts to essential staff and program-
ming, rendering the schools so structur-
ally crippled that we would essentially 
need to shutter their doors, and NOT ask 
taxpayers their opinion and desires. She 
is right that public trust in our local gov-
ernment needed to be restored and need-
ed to be earned. The School Department 
has been working tirelessly toward that 
end and it is essential that we now look to 
the voters at such an important juncture 
that will have a never ending impact to 
this community’s future. 

I am unsure as to what exactly Ms. 
Anderson feels the school department 
inflicted upon ourselves, and for what she 
feels the need to punish us. I can tell you 
unequivocally that there is no “threat to 
kill the programs that kids look forward 
to the most and layoff the most popular 
teachers.” This is the reality and the only 
places left to cut after decades of a ‘town 
versus school’ mentality and flawed fund-
ing structure from the state. 

I could go on, but this letter is already 
long enough.

I cannot tell you how thankful 
I am to have Mr. Hickey as our Town 
Manager, who I agree, works very hard 
on behalf of the entire community and 
helps the schools whenever he can. I feel 
confident that I can say the rest of the 
Committee feels the same. My wish is that 
Winchendon’s other boards would collec-
tively jump on that same bandwagon. I 
trust that our voters will let us all know 
exactly how they wish for Winchendon’s 
future to look, whether that be remain-
ing independent or regionalized (which 
is a real and plausible outcome should we 
not receive more funding). While I per-
sonally would much rather Winchendon 
stay true to its roots and rich, successful 
history, I will continue to work tirelessly 
to provide the best future for our children 
and community. It is an important deci-
sion. One I wholeheartedly believe should 
be left to our citizens – not three boards. 

danielle laPointe
sChool Committee member

It’s the kick off. Every last weekend in 
May is the traditional first weekend of 
summer.

Families, finding warmer weather and 
a long weekend, pack up the picnics, the 
playthings and the first summer clothing 
of the year and head for the hills, or the 
beach, or the mountains, or the lake. 
Where ever they can find a bit of joy 
and verve in the warmth, the new grass, 
leaves on the trees and sunshine.

Revel in it.
But don’t forget reveille as well.
Because there is more to this ‘holiday’ 

than a break from work and school and 
a chance to get outside for the first time. 

It is a memory.
Most towns in the Stonebridge Press 

coverage area do indeed remember 
the reasons. There are programs, and 
parades, in every single one of the towns 
we cover. What we fear is, while those 
committed to being part of the memory, 
part of the program and in the thick of 
the planning and execution, will there be 
an audience on the sides of the streets to 
watch the parade go by?

Yes, we believe so. We have seen it 
ourselves. We have seen mothers and 
fathers carefully teaching the young 
about exactly what the day is about, care-
fully explaining why a hat must come off 
when the soldiers and flag go by. 

Why the monuments in the park still 
mean something even those dates are so 
OLD.

Our older veterans, those of the 
“Greatest Generation” are sadly leaving 
us quickly. Those who represented in 
Korea are beginning to dwindle. It is now 
the Vietnam vets, those who often are not 
as involved in things like parades, still 
perhaps bitter about memories of earli-
er treatment, who are now our revered 

senior veterans. Applaud them, thank 
them, remember them.

The wars have had different respons-
es, different generations have dug in or 
dropped out; and now we have a whole 
new generation, within the last 30 years, 
of desert fighters who have had yet anoth-
er experience.

They all have, whether willingly enlist-
ing because they felt it was the right thing 
to do, were conscripted through a draft, or 
made decisions based on family circum-
stance or life and not political reasons at 
all; they have served. They went. They 
fought, or worked at a job assigned with a 
vigor as a required. 

Some came back as different men and 
women. 

Broken.
Others came back as different men and 

women.
Matured and wiser.
Others came back as different men and 

women.
Cautious, careful, disappointed.
Anyone joining a branch of the ser-

vice comes back as a different person. 
Positively or negatively, they are most 
certainly a different person than the one 
who left oh so long ago. Their experiences 
have changed them; their acquaintances 
have changed them; and part of coming 
home is re-fitting into life with the chang-
es.

Some manage, some don’t. These last 
few wars have been even more aware of 
those difficulties. 

Which makes it more important that 
we, the ones who do not know, who did 
not go, who owe them everything because 
our lives are free based on their lives and 
experiences; need to remember that.

With more than a barbecue.

TheHeartOfMassachusetts.com
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Delivering quality heating oil at the most competitive 
price and simplifying the customer experience.

300 High Street, Winchendon, MA 01473 
(800) 359-4802 • info@oppureoil.com

CURRENT PRICE 
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$1.999
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www.eastern.com

Hi-Lo Oil, Inc.
1335 Alger Street 
Winchendon, MA 
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Oppure Oil
300 High Street
Winchendon, MA 
(800)359-4802

Your Guide To Local Fuel Dealers.

Unbelievable anniversary
It seems impossible to believe 

but next Monday it will have 
been 100 years, yes, 100 years, 
since John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
was born in Brookline. 

Doesn’t seem conceivable, 
does it? It doesn’t. President 
Kennedy will be forever young 
in the minds of those of us who 
have reached or passed mid-
dle age. He’s frozen in time, 
before the loss of American 
innocence, before the cynicism 
towards government began 
to run amok, before so much. 
Over the next few days, you 
will no doubt be able to read or 
watch who knows how many 
retrospectives, all colored by 
each writer’s own ideology and 
biased interpretation of events 
which together create the basis 
for their speculation of what-
might/would have been.

My take is this: had Kennedy 
lived, he would have been too 
much a pragmatist and have 
had less an ego than Lyndon 
Johnson and thus wouldn’t 
have gotten bogged down 
in Vietnam. All those Great 
Society domestic legislative 
accomplishments? Most came 
in the wake of LBJ’s electoral 
blowout over Barry Goldwater. 
JFK would have likewise 
crushed the extremist Arizona 
Senator though quite possibly 
in a different kind of campaign. 

There were reports even before 
the assassination that Kennedy 
was planning on campaigning 
alongside Goldwater because, 
politics aside, the two were 
good friends and the President 
thought that would have been 
good for democracy. Who 
knows, but I tend to believe it.

Then there’s this — our col-
lective cynicism began, I think, 
after Dallas with the bogus 
Warren Commission report 
which ignored any evidence 
other than that which fit its 
pre-determined conclusion that 
Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone. 
Then came Johnson’s lies about 
the Gulf of Tonkin and every-
thing else Vietnam-related, 
which was followed by Richard 
Nixon’s paranoia which trig-
gered the atmosphere that 
allowed Watergate in the first 
place and by that time it was 
increasingly difficult to trust 
much of anything coming from 
Washington and it feels like 
we’ve never quite recovered.  

I think of it this way — had 
there been no tragedy in Dallas 
on Nov. 22, 1963, how many of 
the men who’d be President for 
decades after would have likely 
reached the office? With histo-
ry rewritten, with a President 
who was widely popular (espe-
cially following a landslide 
re-election) and smart as well 
as politically adept enough to 
avoid the traps and pitfalls 
which bedeviled his successors, 
things would be a lot different 
today. Camelot wasn’t real, and 
of course it never actually exist-
ed, but Kennedy, whatever his 
personal foibles, really did lead 
the way in encouraging my gen-
eration to become activists, to 
shoulder the responsibility of 
participatory citizenship. It was 
not by accident the Peace Corps 
was launched during the ear-
liest of those fabled Thousand 
Days. 

100 years. It hardly seems 
possible but here we are, left 
with tantalizing and laments of 
if-onlys. We can’t change the 
past but this milestone might 
be a good time to remind our-
selves that the activist energy 
which has emerged these last 
few months truly embodies the 
call to service which remains 
John F. Kennedy’s greatest leg-
acy. He would, I like to think, be 
proud of us.

JERRY 
CARTON

Journey 
of the 
heart

Don’t feed the bears, leave young fawns alone

Since the late 1980s black 
bear populations in the 
Commonwealth have steadily 
risen from 2,000 up to recent 
estimations as high as 5,000. 
Contributing factors include, 
but are not limited to, less 
hunting and food waste being 
easily available. Bears are not 
only just showing up in the 
country, but are making more 
appearances in larger munic-
ipalities such as Worcester 
and Springfield. There is 
now roughly one black bear 
for every 1,260 people in 
Massachusetts.

Most of us have heard the 
warnings before, “Take your 
bird feeders in at night!” Well 
there is a lot of truth to that, 
along with “Secure and lock 
up your garbage.” Why do you 
ask? Bears are not only curi-
ous creatures, but extremely 

opportunistic.
Many four legged animals, 

just like their bipedal neigh-
bors, will seek the path of less 
resistance. No matter if for-
aging for food, or commuting 
to new grounds. While Yogi 
doesn’t speak our language, it’s 
all about calorie count and diet. 
If along the way one happens 
to smell your garbage, a free 
meal is fair game in the eyes of 
the big, black, not so lovable, 
fur ball. Another unfortunate 
side effect of bears eating gar-
bage is, they eventually lose 
their natural fear of humans, 
which serves and protects both 
species.

Locally, adult black bears 
can be as small as 200 pounds, 
all the way up to the rare but 
documented 500 plus pounders.

Just two years ago Jim 
Mundell, a hunter from Athol 
caught a massive example local-
ly during seasonal hunting, 
which after being field dressed 
weighed in at an incredible 
498 pounds at a game check-
ing station, and second largest 
“reported” in Massachusetts 
history. Black bears can run in 
excess of 30 mph “faster than 
Olympic track star Usain Bolt,” 
and can scale a tree faster than 

Joey Chestnut consumes hot-
dogs at the annual July 4th 
Coney Island contest.

If you see a black bear or 
even one’s cubs, keep your dis-
tance. Momma bear is usually 
not far away foraging for food 
for her young. Please keep in 
mind black bears also have 
razor sharp claws as long as 
the full length of a tall man’s 
fingers. Please do not try to 
approach the cubs, or pick 
them up. Their mother knows 
exactly where they are, and 
that’s from even miles away as 
their nasal mucosa is about 100 
times larger than a human’s. 
A black bears sense of smell is 
also up to seven times greater 
than a blood hound, and 2,100 
times greater than that of a 
human. Simply put, they will 
smell you long before you smell 
them. If you happen to stum-
ble upon cubs, slowly reverse 
direction and leave the cute, lit-
tle, cuddly things alone or you 
could be about to have either a 
really bad day, or your last day.

As for deer and fawns, a lot 
of the same can be said. Many 
young fawns, due to their 
spots “Natures camouflage,” 
will bed down and hide in tall 
grasses while their mother is 

out searching for food. Just 
because you see a fawn, even 
if not far off the side of a road, 
doesn’t mean it lost its moth-
er. It’s all part of their natural 
instinctual choice

During the months of May 
through June, female deer will 
give birth to “thousands” of 
fawns in the Commonwealth. 
While many do not know it, 
trying to take or move a fawn 
in Massachusetts is illegal. 
Do not try to pick the fawn 
up, relocate it, or think you’re 
protecting it. This is nature’s 
design, and while well intend-
ed, you’re doing far more harm 
than good all the while break-
ing the law. Don’t try to feed 
a fawn, as their digestive sys-
tems are very sensitive.  If you 
hear one crying, it’s all part of 
their communication to help 
their mothers find them upon 
their return so again, do not 
pick them up. 

Lastly, please do not call 
the men and women of the 
Massachusetts Environmental 
Police every time you come 
across a bear, their cubs, or 
even a young fawn. These ded-
icated men and women have 
a To-Do list bigger than most 
could imagine due to far from 

optimal staffing levels, and 
do not have the time to drive 
untold miles to see something 
that they already know you 
should not be touching or feed-
ing. Please help MEP, by keep-
ing distance between Yogi and 
Bambi when those you see.

KEITH
 KENT

anything 

near & 

far

Courtesy photo

The Dobie family of Charlton sub-
mitted this photo of a visitor to 
their bird feeder May 12. The bear 
polished off the birdfeed two days 
in a row, ate the jam left for ori-
oles, and created havoc through-
out the yard. Needless to say, the 
birdfeeders have been taken in for 
the year

TheHeartOf
Massachusetts.com



The trip from Hell

My wife is traveling in Asia 
this month so I thought I would 
fly to Dayton to visit my cousin 
for a week. While this might 
seem to my readers as a nor-
mal decision, in fact I have had 
some back problems that make 
walking any real distance quite 
difficult. Three years ago, I was 
walking 4-5 miles in the sum-
mer. Today it is tough to get 
around the block.

In any event, I decided I could 
do this. I would get up early, 
three hours early. I would enjoy 
a leisurely breakfast and then I 
would drive to the airport. I 
would pack a light bag and not 
check it but rather take it and 

my briefcase on the plane.
I had to stop in Charlotte on 

my way to Dayton after starting 
in Charlottesville.

I went to bed, set the alarm 
for the three hour window (the 
airport is only about one hour 
from my home) and looked for-
ward to the next day.

The first inkling that things 
were awry was when as I rolled 
over in bed it seemed there 
was a lot of sunshine for that 
early in the morning. I looked 
over and saw the alarm had not 
worked and I had slept an addi-
tional 90 minutes. There was a 
real possibility of missing my 
flight.

Out the window went the 
leisurely breakfast. The anxi-
ety started to rise. I grabbed 
my bags and headed to the 
car. When I got to the airport 
I had only 30 minutes before 
my flight and I parked in long 
term parking. I drove around 
the lot and there was only one 
spot open, as far away from the 
terminal as you could get.

I grabbed my bags and start-
ed the hike, one I couldn’t do 
under normal circumstances. 
By the time I got to the door 
I was ready to collapse from 
the pain in my back. Also, my 
anxiety level had increased. 
Fortunately, I had printed out 
my boarding pass so I went 
straight to the TSA spot. I am 
standing in line waiting for my 
turn, breathing heavily, still 
worried, a rolling bag in one 
hand and my briefcase in the 
other. Then I felt my pants slid-
ing down. Neither hand was 
free. My trousers dropped to 
my ankles.

My mind raced. Had I just 
mooned all the people at the 
Charlottesville airport. Might 
they just think I had adopted 
the style currently popular 
with the teens of wearing my 
pants below my buttocks? In 
any event, I had to put my bags 
down, pull my pants up and 
tighten my belt to the extent 
I wasn’t at all sure blood was 
flowing to my lower extremi-

ties.
Of course, on this occasion, 

they decided they needed to 
open and go through my brief-
case. More time lost.

Now I am on my way down 
yet another long walk, legs 
aching, anxiety rising. I had 
a pill I could take that I knew 
would help so I took it, even 
though it clearly was marked 
to be taken with food. I didn’t 
worry because I knew if I made 
the flight I could quickly down 
some coffee and whatever 
snacks they had. The pill was 
already making my stomach 
uncomfortable.

Made the gate. Made the wise 
decision to check my bag at the 
gate as I really couldn’t walk 
and drag the bag. Only to find 
no jetway. Had to walk down 
steep stairs and a long way out 
on the tarmac and climb a lad-
der into the plane. 

Got settled in my seat. By 
now my stomach was playing 
the equivalent of the 1812 over-
ture.

We were airborne. Then 
the pilot came on the inter-
com and announced due to 
the short duration of the 
flight there would be no 
meal or beverage service. I 
was done for. The medicine 
that was supposed to help 
now was actually making 
everything worse.

We landed in Charlotte 
and I was able to grab a 
soda and some pretzels.

I noticed they were not 
boarding the plane. We 
were ten minutes past 
boarding time. Finally, 
there was an announce-
ment that they could not 
find the pilot and could not 
board until he was there.

I know from experience 
that if they just looked at 
the closest terminal bar 
they could find him! But I 
was saying nothing. 

Finally, a disheveled man 
in uniform came running 
past me and onto the plane. 
They had found the pilot. 
We boarded and took off. 
The flight attendant asked 
me if I would like some-
thing to drink. I replied I 
would like a cup of coffee. 
I was then told that nei-
ther coffee machines on the 

plane were working.
As we taxied forever it 

occurred to me that we might 
be driving to Charlotte rather 
than flying. As I looked out my 
window I counted 22 jets ahead 
of us for takeoff. I assume this 
had something to do with our 
late boarding and the absent 
pilot.

By the time we landed, I real-
ized I had not planned well. I 
should have known walking in 
the parking lots and through 
three terminals just wasn’t rea-
sonable. Deciding I could do 
it with two bags unchecked — 
outrageously ridiculous. To 
have taken medication without 
food — just plain stupid.

The bottom line was, on 
arrival I was a mess. My cousin 
had planned a nice dinner at 
our favorite steak restaurant. I 
countered with the suggestion 
of a drive through burger and 
straight home where I went to 
bed. I took me about a day to 
recover and to be able to enjoy 
my outing.

It was a learning experience. 
The trip home was delightful. 
My cousin drove me to the 
airport. He had borrowed a 
wheel chair to be certain I did 
not walk. He turned me over 
to the check in counter and 
I checked my bags. Then an 
airport employee with his own 
wheelchair delivered me to my 
gate, totally relaxed and happy. 
This time there was a jetway 
— no walking on tarmac. I 
was seated first because of my 
wheelchair situation. The trip 
was wonderful. The attendants 
superb. The coffee machines 
worked.

When I landed, I was again 
pushed down to baggage claim, 
my bags collected I was pushed 
to the curb and placed on a 
shuttle that took me to my car.

As I got into the car mar-
veling about the difference of 
outbound and inbound experi-
ences I found I had locked my 
car as I was racing to catch 
my plane. But I had failed to 
put the window up so the car 
was accessible to anyone while 
I was away. Fortunately, the 
good people of Charlottesville 
apparently aren’t in to rifling 
through open cars so all was 
well.

JACK 
BLAIR

Notes of 
CoNCerN
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Editor’s Note: The information con-
tained in this police log was obtained 
through public documents kept by the 
police department, and is considered to 
be the account of the police. All subjects 
are considered innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

TUESDAY, MAY 16
12:03 a.m.: animal complaint 

(Woodlawn St.), unable to locate; 12:26 
a.m.: extra patrols (Goodrich St.), 
secure; 12:32 a.m.: investigation (Front 
St.), secure; 12:39 a.m.: suspicious person 
(Gardner Rd.), spoken to; 12:55-1:23 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 1:25 a.m.: 
investigation (Central St.), spoken to; 
7:40 a.m.: harassment (Front St.), report 
taken; 7:43 a.m.: vandalism (Royalston 
Rd. So.), report taken; 8:01 a.m.: welfare 
check (Ipswich Dr.), secure; 8:44 a.m.: 
erratic operation (Baldwinville State 
Rd.), unable to locate; 9:07 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Spring St.), transported; 10:26 
a.m.: larceny (Main St.), spoken to; 10:43 
a.m.: summons service (Cummings 
Rd.), served; 10:48 a.m.: summons ser-
vice (Teel Rd.), served; 11:33 a.m.: acci-
dent (Webster Rd.), report taken; 12:17 
p.m.: private property tow (Mellen Rd.), 
impounded; 12:33 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (River St.), info given; 1:09 p.m.: 
summons service (Ash St.), info taken; 
1:20 p.m.: investigation (Goodrich Dr.), 
report taken; 2:26 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Alger St.), referred to ACO; 2:40 
p.m.: animal complaint (Central St.), 
referred to ACO; 2:46 p.m.: trespass 
notice (Prospect St.), unable to serve; 
2:49 p.m.: parking violation (Central 
St.), services rendered; 3:14 p.m.: info/
general (Maple St.), info taken; 4:06 
p.m.: erratic operation (Glenallan St.), 
unable to locate; 4:18 a.m.: ambulance 
(Central St.), transported; 4:45 p.m.: 
investigation (Central St.), services 
rendered; 5:30 p.m.: accident (Deland 
Rd.), services rendered; 6:09 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Lake & Spring), ser-
vices rendered; 6:11 p.m.: threats (Mill 
Glen Rd.), report taken; 6:13 p.m.: info/
general (Central St.), transported;  6:36 
p.m.: ambulance (Central St.), trans-
ported; 7:20 p.m.: animal call (Madison 
Ave.), spoken to; 7:50 p.m.: ambulance 
(Central St.), transported; 7:57 p.m.: 
harassment (Hyde Park Dr.), services 
rendered; 8:51 p.m.: assist other agency 
(Mellen Rd.), spoken to.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17
12:22-1:38 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 5:24 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner 
Rd.), written warning; 5:43 a.m.:  mv 
stop (Gardner Rd.), citation issued; 6:17 
a.m.: trespass (Linden St.), info taken; 
9:16 a.m.: burglar alarm (Spring St.), 
assisted; 9:26 a.m.: investigation (Grove 

St.), assisted; 9:42 a.m.: animal com-
plaint (Linden St.), returned to owner; 
9:56 a.m.: harassment order service 
(Memorial Dr.), served; 9:59 a.m.: men-
tal health issue (Mill Glen Rd.), trans-
ported; 10:25 a.m.: animal complaint 
(School St.), unable to locate; 11:43 a.m.: 
mv stop (Main St.), verbal warning; 1:18 
p.m.: info/general (Goodrich Dr.), no 
service necessary; 1:48 p.m.: info/gen-
eral (Metcalf St.), message delivered; 
3:25 p.m.: burglar alarm (Beachview 
Dr.), secure; 3:28 p.m.: assist other agen-
cy (Central St.); 3:37 p.m.: ambulance 
(Hyde Park Dr.), transported; 3:49 p.m.: 
extra patrols (Black Bridge), secure; 
5:22 p.m.: ambulance (Woodlawn St.), 
transported; 6:41 p.m.: disable auto 
(Baldwinville State Rd.), spoken to; 7:10 
p.m.: ambulance (Bayberry Cir.), ser-
vices rendered; 8:13 p.m.: registration 
check (Goodrich Dr.), info given; 8:36 
p.m.: warrant check (Central St.), info 
given; 9:08 p.m.: mv stop (Spring St.), 
verbal warning; 9:50 p.m.: fire alarm 
(Baldwinville Rd.), service rendered; 
10:12 p.m.: noise complaint (Oak St.), 
spoken to.

THURSDAY, MAY 18
12:55-2:48 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 6:16 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner 
Rd.), verbal warning; 8:52 a.m.: larce-
ny (Main St.), report taken; 9:01 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Teel Rd.), referred 
to ACO; 9:41 p.m.: ambulance (West 
St.), transported; 12:18 p.m.: ambulance 
(Memorial Dr.), transported; 12:31 p.m.: 
911 hang up (Front St.); 2:42 p.m.: wires 
down (Mill & School), assisted; 12:45 
p.m.: summon service (Ash St.), unable 
to serve; 12:57 p.m.: mv sop (Gardner 
Rd.), verbal warning; 1:01 p.m.: mv stop 
(Spring St.), citation issued; 1:17 p.m.: 
mv stop (River St.), verbal warning; 2:32 
p.m.: erratic operation (Baldwinville 
State Rd.), advised officer; 3:45 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Webster St.), unable to 
locate; 3:54 p.m.: ambulance (Teel Rd.), 
assisted; 4:22 p.m.: fight (Central St.), 
unable to locate;  5:34 p.m.: mv stop 
(High St.), verbal warning; 5:42 p.m.: 
tree down (Maple St.), no service neces-
sary; 5:57 p.m.: officer wanted (Spring 
St.),  spoken to; 6:01 p.m.: mv stop (High 
St.), verbal warning; 7:46 p.m.: illegal 
burn (Front St.), spoken to; 8:27 p.m.: 
erratic operation (Gardner Rd.), spo-
ken to; 10:23 p.m.: ambulance (Robbins 
Rd.), transported; 10:26 p.m.: tree down 
(Maple St.), removed hazard.

FRIDAY, MAY 19
2:05 a.m.: building check, secure; 

2:36 a.m.: warrant arrest (Central St.), 
Daniel Baker-Walker, 23, 118 Marquette 
St., Gardner, MA; 3:37-4:12 a.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 8:31 a.m.: officer 
wanted (Central St.), assisted; 8:44 a.m.: 

juvenile/general (Memorial Dr.), trans-
ported; 10:44 a.m.: ambulance (Lakeview 
Dr.), no service necessary; 11:17 a.m.: 
animal complaint (Spring St.), unable 
to locate; 11:29 a.m.: burglar alarm (Mill 
Glen Rd.), secured; 12:21 p.m.: suspi-
cious auto (Maynard St.), unable to 
locate; 2:08 p.m.: mv stop (Central St.), 
citation issued; 2:21 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Olde Centre), referred to ACO; 
3:09 p.m.: animal complaint (Lakeshore 
Dr.), referred to ACO; 3:43 p.m.: investi-
gation (Maynard St.), unable to locate: 
4:18 p.m.: mv stop (Central St.), citation 
issued; 4:24 p.m.: mv stop (Central St.), 
spoken to;  5:22 p.m.: burglar alarm 
(Railroad St.), no cause; 5:40 p.m.: mv 
stop (School St.), verbal warning; 7:32 
p.m.: welfare check (Goodrich St.), spo-
ken to: 8:56 p.m.: suspicious (Brown 
St.), search negative; 10:01 p.m.: welfare 
check (Mellen Rd.), spoken to; 10:27 
p.m.: atv complaint (Hale St.), spoken 
to.

SATURDAY, MAY 20
1:44 a.m.: suspicious person (Central 

St.), gone on arrival; 1:54 a.m.: death 
notification (Sibley Rd.), services 
rendered; 2:14 a.m.: accident (Brown 
St.), report taken; 4:02 a.m.: building 
checked (Spring St.), secured; 9:57 
a.m.: deliver message (Old Centre); 
10:28 a.m.: ambulance (Central St.), 
transported; 10:31 a.m.: assist citizen 
(Spring & Glenallan); 11:00 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Baldwinville Rd.), gone on 
arrival; 12:53 p.m.: mv stop (River St.), 
citation issued; 1:47 p.m.: suspicious 
person (Central St.), brought to station; 
2:39 p.m.: officer wanted (Ash St.), spo-
ken to; 2:48 p.m.: ambulance (Glenallan 
St.), transported; 3:14 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Royalston Rd. No.), referred to 
ACO; 3:59 p.m.: erratic operation (Front 
St.), unable to locate; 4:05 p.m.: erratic 
operation (Mason St.), unable to locate; 
5:15 p.m.: mv stop (Glenallan St.), cita-
tion issued; 7:07 p.m.: erratic operation 
(Maple St.), info taken; 8:01 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Central St.), referred 
to ACO; 8:03 p.m.: patrol initiated 
(Spring St.), spoken to; 8:35 p.m.: mv 
stop (Maple St.), verbal warning; 8:45 
p.m.: FD call (Cedar Ter.), secure; 9:13 
p.m.: wires down (Spruce & Maynard), 
referred ACO; 9:17 p.m.: erratic oper-
ation (Gardner Rd.), info taken; 9:55 
p.m.; noise complaint (Christmas Tree 
Ln.), spoken to; 9:58 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (Baldwinville State Rd.). referred 
to ACO; 10:40 p.m.: suspicious (other) 
(Alger St.), services rendered.

SUNDAY, MAY 21
1:14-1:15 a.m.: building checked, 

secure; 1:25 a.m.: noise complaint 
(Spring St.), report taken; 4:01 p.m.: 
burglar alarm (Gardner Rd.), secured; 

7:02 a.m.: property found (Baldwinville 
State Rd.), info taken; 7:10 a.m.: ambu-
lance (Woodlawn St.), transported; 8:09 
a.m.: assist citizen (Duval Ct.); 9:29 
a.m.: burglar alarm (Hale St.), secure; 
12:44 p.m.: sex offender registration 
(Baldwinville Rd.), assisted; 2:55 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Murdock Ave.), ser-
vices rendered; 6:07 p.m.: suspicious 
auto (Grove St.), info taken; 9:07 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Gardner Rd.), spoken to; 
11:11 p.m.: intoxicated person (Pearl 
St.), transported; 11:38 p.m.: mv stop 
(Spring St.), verbal warning; 11:57 p.m.: 
building checked, secure.

MONDAY, MAY 15
12:01-12:46 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:20 a.m.: fire/mutual aid (Rte. 
202, Rindge), assisted; 1:29 a.m.: suspi-
cious auto (River St.), no service neces-
sary; 2:00- 2:38 a.m.: buildings checked, 
secure; 4:37 a.m.: lift assist (Teel Rd.); 
5:21 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Rd.), cita-
tion issued; 5:54 a.m.: mv stop (Spring 
St.), citation issued; 8:12 a.m.: summons 
service (West St.), unable to serve; 9:23 
a.m.: summons service (Lincoln Ave.), 
unable to serve; 9:25 a.m.: assist citi-
zen (Central St.), transported; 9:28 a.m.: 
summons service (Spruce St.), unable 
to serve; 10:08 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Central St.), referred to DPW; 10:17 
a.m.: animal complaint (Hyde Park 
Dr.), assisted; 10:25 a.m.: summons ser-
vice (Hale St.), unable to serve; 10:35 
a.m.: summons service (Main St.), 
unable to serve; 10:54 a.m.: welfare 
check (Central St.), spoken to; 11:09 
a.m.: animal complaint (Rte. 202), info 
taken; 11:17 a.m.: ambulance (Central 
St.), transported; 11:20 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Bayberry Cir.), referred to 
ACO; 11:59 a.m.: accident (Central St.), 
report taken; 12:19 p.m.: summons ser-
vice (Mill St.), unable to serve; 12:46 
p.m.: BOLO (South St.), advised offi-
cer; 1:13 p.m.: info/general (Spring St.),  
info taken; 2:17 p.m.: animal complaint 
(North St.), referred to ACO; 2:56 p.m.: 
animal complaint (Maple St.), spoken 
to; 3:33 p.m.: ambulance (Central St.), 
transported; 4:08 p.m.: vandalism (Hill 
St.), report taken; 4:19 p.m.: lift assist 
(Elmwood Rd.); 4:21 p.m.: keep the 
peace (Spring St.), services rendered; 
4:41 p.m.: summons service (Alger St.), 
served; 4:50 p.m.: assist citizen (Mill 
Glen Rd.); 4:55 p.m.: suspicious person 
(Rte. 12), gone on arrival; 5:49 p.m.: 
assist citizen (Central St.); 6:24 p.m.: 
missing person (Bluebird Rd.), report 
taken; 8:53 p.m.: ambulance (Hyde Park 
Dr.), transported; 10:25 p.m.: mv stop 
(Spring St.), citation issued; 11:35 p.m.: 
mv stop (Gardner Rd.), citation issued; 
11:54 p.m.: mv stop (Gardner Rd.), writ-
ten warning.
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BY APRIL GOODWIN

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

The Winchendon Music Festival, lead 
by acclaimed director Andrew Arceci, 
gave an outstanding performance May 
6, in preview of a series of performanc-
es set to take place later in June. All 
the concerts in this festival are free 
to attend and are at the Old Centre 
Church (First Congregational Church 
of Winchendon) in Old Centre. 

The early May program was a beau-
tiful French baroque repertoire that 
included works by Marais, Francoeur, 
Charpentier, and others. The ensem-
ble consisted of: Teresa Wakim, sopra-
no; Asako Takeuchi, baroque violin; 
Andrew Arceci, viola da gamba and 
direction; Leon Schelhase, harpsi-
chord; and John McKean, harpsichord. 
Each talented performer has a strong 
passion and dedication to their craft, 
many of which have performed across 
Europe and the United States. 

Arceci and his ensemble’s brilliant 
performance teased the musical and 
cultural appetites, leaving attendees 
hungry for more. The rest of the festi-
val will take place every evening from 
Thursday, June 22 through Sunday, 
June 25, at 7 p.m. each night at the 
Old Centre Church. Each program will 
showcase a different time and style 
of music, ranging from early New 
England composers to Italian baroque 
to contemporary jazz. 

An amazing musical and cultur-
al opportunity that is usually found 
for a pretty penny in music halls is 
coming back to Winchendon for the 
Winchendon Music Festival this June 
thanks in part by a grant from the 
Winchendon Cultural Council and 
additional support by the Robinson 
Broadhurst Foundation and the First 
Congregational Church of Winchendon 
in Old Centre. All are encouraged to 
attend and enjoy the beauty of music.
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JPEG photograph to print, at no cost, alongside the obituary.

OBITUARIES
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Winchendon, MA 01475

Tel: 978-297-0077 • Fax: 978-297-0075

Harry G. Sirois, 76
CAMBRIDGE — Harry G. Sirois, age 

76, of Cambridge, died Nov. 3, 2016 at his 
home. Harry was born Dec. 31, 1940 in 
Gardner the son of Walter G. Sirois and 
Alice L. (Cushman) Sirois. He graduat-
ed from Conant High School in Jaffrey, 
in 1959. He then attended Becker College 
in Worcester, majoring in business. 

After college, he 
returned to Jaffrey 
where he started 
Contoocook Valley 
Real Estate. Later he 
moved to the Boston 
area where he worked 
in the hospitality 
industry working 
his way up to bever-

age director at the Colonnade Hotel in 
Boston where he worked for decades 
until his retirement. Harry spent his 
retirement splitting his time between 
his home in Cambridge and his winter 

home in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Harry 
took joy in antiquing, interior deco-
rating, and socializing with his many 
friends. 

Harry was predeceased by his father 
in 1996 and his mother in 2006. Harry is 
survived by his two sisters, Elizabeth A. 
Davis of Peterborough and Pauline L. 
Coderre of Winchendon, as well as four 
nieces, five nephews, and numerous 
cousins. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated Friday, May 19, 2017 at St. 
Patrick Church, 89 Main Street, Jaffrey. 
Rev. Wilfred H. Deschamps officiat-
ed. Burial immediately followed at St. 
Patrick Cemetery, Jaffrey. His cousin, 
John Vincent of Cartmell-Davis Funeral 
and Cremation Service in Plymouth, 
and Cournoyer Funeral Home and 
Cremation Center in Jaffrey are assist-
ing the family with arrangements.

Shawn M. Ford, 31
LEOMINSTER — Shawn M. Ford, 

age 31, of 167 Union St., formerly of 
Winchendon and Templeton, died 
Saturday morning, May 20, 2017 in 
HealthAlliance Leominster Hospital, 
Leominster from injuries suffered in a 
motorcycle accident.

He was born in 
Gardner on Oct. 11, 
1985 son on Lyn-Ann 
Ford of Clearwater, 
FL and Randy Sargent 
and grew up in 
Winchendon, where 
he attended Murdock 
High School. After 
receiving his GED, 

he attended courses at Mt. Wachusett 
Community College and University 
of Phoenix. He lived in Templeton for 
five years until recently moving to 
Leominster.

Shawn was a Park 1 foremen, 
working for the last 8eight years at 
Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial 
Cemetery, Winchendon. He also had a 
part time job at Lowes. Shawn enjoyed 
weight lifting, working out in the gym 
and trips with his family to Fryeburg, 
ME and York Beach, ME. Family meant 
the world to him and he especially 
enjoyed spending time with his daugh-
ter Haydin.

He is also survived by his daugh-

ter, Haydin E. LeClerc and her moth-
er Jessica LeClerc and leaves Maddie 
Dube who he was shasha/dad to; a sis-
ter, Shannon L. Ford of Winchendon; 
half siblings Jamie Sargent of Orange 
and Tina Sargent of Gardner; his grand-
mother Sharline Ford of Gardner; his 
aunts and uncles, Laurie A. Ford and her 
wife Barbara Meehan of Sunderland, 
Janie I. Ford Anderson and her hus-
band Mark of Winchendon, Marguerite 
C. Ford Kuchta and her husband 
Michael of Winchendon, Robert C. Ford 
Jr. and his wife Ronda of Winchendon 
and Tina Grehan Ford of Lagrangeville, 
NY, many nieces, nephews and count-
less friends. Shawn also leaves behind 
his adoptive parents Heather and Tom 
Dube, whom he referred to as Ma and 
Dad. He was predeceased by his pepe, 
Robert C. Ford Sr. and his great uncle 
Lindsey E. Ford.

A memorial service was held 
Thursday, May 25, 2017 in Stone-
Ladeau Funeral Home, 343 Central St., 
Winchendon.

Burial will be private at a later date.
Memorial donations may be made to 

Haydin E. LeClerc Trust Fund, care of 
GFA Federal Credit Union, 67 Pearson 
Boulevard, Gardner, MA 01440 or to 
Friends of the Massachusetts Veterans’ 
Memorial Cemetery, 111 Glenallan 
Street, Winchendon, MA 01475.

Robert E. Sears, 86
GARDNER — Robert E. Sears, age 

86, of Gardner, died on Thursday, May 
18, 2017 in UMass Memorial Medical 
Center, University Campus, Worcester.

Robert was born 
in Gardner on Oct. 
22, 1930, the son of 
the late Earl D. and 
Elsie G. (Lashua) 
Sears. He was prede-
ceased by his siblings, 
Gerald Sears, Donald 
Sears, Glen Sears and 
Darlene Kennedy.

He is survived by 
his children, Karen 
M. Gandee and her 
husband Jack of 
Orange; Valerie A. 
Sears of Gardner and 
Sandra J. Zuscak and 
her husband Stephen 
of Gardner. He is fur-

ther survived by his grandchildren 
Jason M. Patch and his wife Tammy of 
Hudson, NH and Bryan J. Patch of New 
Braintree. He also leaves behind his 
great grandchildren, Kayleigh Patch, 
Brayden Patch and Devyn Patch. He 
is also survived by his sister, Janice 
Stellato of Gardner and his long time 
companion Viola Brochu of Gardner 
and many niece and nephews. He will 
be thought of fondly and be extremely 
missed by all.

Robert worked for most of his life as 
a mechanic.

Robert proudly served in the United 
States Army during the Korean War 
and attained the rank of Sergeant. He 
had the prestigious honor of serving 
as an Honor Guard at the Tomb of 
the Unknowns at Arlington National 
Cemetery.

Robert had many likes and interests. 
He most definitely enjoyed country and 
western music, hunting, fishing and 
trips to Foxwoods.

The family wishes to acknowledge 
the high quality of care Robert received 
from his primary care physician, Dr. 
John Worden IV of Mercy Family 
Practice in Gardner. “Dr. John”, as 
Robert would call him, always went 
above and beyond to make sure that 
Robert’s medical needs were met. The 
family is eternally grateful to “Dr. 
John” for everything he did for Robert.

Military funeral services were held 
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 in Massachusetts 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, 111 
Glenallan St., Winchendon.

Memorial donations may be made 
to Montachusett Veterans Outreach 
Center, 268 Central Street, Gardner, MA 
01440. 

Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, 343 
Central Street, Winchendon is directing 
arrangements.

One concert previews 
full weekend

Mat Plamondon photos

Music director Andrew Arceci during performance.

Violinist Asako Takeuchi and viola de gamba Andrew Arceci.

Soprano Teresa Wakim accompanied by John McKean, harpsichord.
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even that much better.
Thirty dedicated employees serve no 

less than 6,000 acres combined at the 
ORSF and Lake Denison as neighbor-
ing parks, with each boasting 85 and 150 
camping sites respectively.

As and example, Travaglini said, 
“There is a new basketball court at 
what we call the ball field at Otter 
River. It is the size of a professional 
court, and the kids using it get winded 
pretty quickly because it’s a little big-
ger than a high school size basketball 
court. It is completely painted with all 
the lines and stripes.” 

One important noticeable difference 
includes all new paving. Travaglini was 
pleased to confirm, “The parking lot at 

the office headquarters, the entrance 
road to the camp ground, the main 
parking lot to the beach, and other 
campground roads will be paved for 
opening day.”

Travaglini said, “In addition to the 
new water lines installed in the park 
just two years ago, we added some 20 
water faucet outlets around the Otter 
River State Forest to make it more 
user friendly for those using the camp 
grounds to get water.”

Just down the road at the camp-
ground area of Lake Denison, new 
volleyball nets on order. Expected to 
arrive in June, Travaglini stated the 
nets will be installed sometime in July 
for enthusiasts. 

With both local parks combined 
people can enjoy camping, hiking, 
swimming, picnicking, mountain 
biking, fishing, walking trails, and 
more. Both parks day passes are $8 

for Massachusetts vehicles and $10 for 
non-Massachusetts vehicles. The cost 
of an annual Massachusetts parks pass 
is $60 for residents, and $85 for out of 
state residents, and $25 for a pass for a 
second vehicle.

In closing Travaglini said, “We have 
had and continue to have a lot of people 
who come generation after generation, 
and to this day a lot of people who come 
here tell us stories of their children, 
grandchildren, or even great grandchil-
dren. We have great fishing here with 
the fish stocking from Fish & Wildlife; 
we have canoeing, kayaking, and even 
things to do such as an interpretive 
program. In addition, we direct people 
to make sure they are not disappoint-
ed to make reservation through www.
reserveamerica.com to direct people 
and advise those to make reservations 
as soon as possible.”

If you would like more information 

about the ORSF or Lake Denison State 
Parks, or are seeking information 
about any of Massachusetts state parks, 
please go to www.ma.gov and click on 
the link for “Visiting and Recreation.” 
You will then be able to click the links 
for State Parks and “Find a park” to 
obtain information about any of the 120 
state parks, reservations, islands, and 
more.

(Editor’s Note: the state continues 
to use the spelling “Dennison” in all 
its literature and signs, despite the 
error; but the Courier will continue 
to correct that mistake. The state is 
famous for such errors and was forced 
to replace the mistaken signs in the 
town of Webster when the signs created 
for Lake Chargog- gagogg-manchaug-
gagoggchaubunagungamaugg were 
misspelled. The town of Winchendon 
should force the same.) 

PARKS
continued from page    A1
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SPORTSSPORTS

BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
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A treatise on boring sports… and possibilities

As I write this, the New 
York Yankees, Minnesota 
Twins, Milwaukee Brewers 
and Colorado Rockies lead 
their respective divisions, one 
week before Memorial Day, the 
time honored “quarter-pole” 
of every baseball season. The 
other divisions are led by 
the Washington Nationals 
and Houston Astros, neither 
a surprise though the Nats 
have serious bullpen issues 
and the ‘Stros spent the week-
end getting swept at home by 
the defending AL champion 
Cleveland Indians.

Now, to be sure, I don’t think 
there’s a snowball’s chance 
in hell the Twins, Brewers, 
or Rockies will wind up in 
first place come the end of 
September, but wouldn’t it be 
kind of cool if they did? One of 
the things that makes baseball 
so far superior to football or 
basketball is that magical sea-
sons evolve over a six-month 
grind (oft-times you can’t even 
believe they’re happening) and 
after they have, you look back 
and marvel at how magical and 
unexpected it all was. The his-
tory of the sport is replete with 
years like that, arguably and 
for me, most painfully, most 
famously the ‘69 Mets. But they 
aren’t alone.

The Yankees? Why not? The 
Red Sox appear to be having 
a post-Papi letdown. The O’s 
pitching is a joke. The Jays 
dug themselves an immediate 
and deep hole and haven’t even 

reached .500 yet. The Rays are 
the Rays. So again, why not 
New York? You know FOX 
would love it, right?

Speaking of, how many of you 
have heard the network’s new-
est in-game analyst? He used 
to play for the Yanks. A-Rod 
was conspicuously absent from 
The Captain’s retirement cere-
mony, though not from dinner 
with J-Lo that night, but he’s 
been really good in the booth. 
No great surprise. Rodriguez 
was always a keen student of 
the game and he’s able to com-
municate it very effectively on 
television.

Like most people, I assume 
the Indians, Cubs, and Dodgers 
will wear down Minnesota, 
Milwaukee and Colorado 
respectively, but it’d be a better 
story if they don’t.

The Celtics pulled off a sur-
prise win Sunday in Cleveland 
but I’m guessing they won’t 

be able to do that three more 
times. Nonetheless, it broke, 
even if just for a moment, the 
mind-numbing monotony of 
the NBA playoffs. The league 
is better when Boston, the 
Knicks, and Lakers are rele-
vant. That said, by the time 
you read this, the Cavs and 
Warriors are sure to be getting 
set to meet in the Finals for a 
third straight season.

One loser these last few 
weeks has been NBC. The 
Stanley Cup Finals will feature 
either Nashville or Anaheim 
or one side and Pittsburgh or 
Ottawa on the other. The Pens 
have some recognition but the 
other three have zero. Very few 
eyes will be watching.

The same will be true of the 
Belmont Stakes. Derby winner 
Always Dreaming floundered 
in the Preakness which came 
as a surprise to the bettors 
who made him the favorite, 

but almost certainly not to his 
trainer. Todd Pletcher likes 
giving his horses a nice break 
between races but there are just 
two weeks between Louisville 
and Baltimore. AD ran like an 
exhausted racehorse.

Classic Empire didn’t and 
Cloud Computing sure didn’t. 
But it says here that while 
hardly anyone will be watch-
ing since no Triple Crown will 
be on the line, the Belmont will 
go to a fresh horse at a nice 
price. I’m immodest enough 
to say I’ve caught a number 
of those. It’s a good feeling to 
score at 35-1 or so. You savor 
them because they don’t come 
along that often. I’m thinking 
that while Classic Empire, if 
he runs, will be the chalk, he 
won’t be the value. We shall 
see.

JERRY 
CARTON

Talking 
SporTS

BY JERRY CARTON
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Murdock High School girls’ varsity 
basketball Coach Jim Abare will be 
returning next winter for his fifth sea-
son.  

It hasn’t been an easy run for Abare, 
who returned to his alma mater for 
the 2013-14 campaign after reaching the 
post-season 17 times in 21 years coach-
ing at Gardner High.

Small numbers, whether because 
of school choice or a variety of other 
reasons, have stalled the Lady Devils’ 
program, as has been the case at many 
other schools, but this spring a sin-
gle girls hoopster will graduate, mean-
ing it’s quite possible MHS will have 

more depth next year than it has during 
Abare’s tenure.

That can’t hurt, of course, but Abare 
said that wasn’t the only factor in his 
decision to come back. 

“I’ve been doing this for four decades. 
As long as I have my health and as long 
as I have something to contribute, I’m 
going to be here,” noted the coach, who 
turned 70 recently.

It helps, though, to have some expe-
rienced players on board and that’s 
expected to be the case come November 
when the Lady Devils will be led by 
Molly Murphy but they’ll be bolstered 
too by the seasoning acquired by play-
ers like Jocelyn Garner, Julia Shelly, 
Kelly Murphy, Hannah Lowe, Kaliegh 
Lauziere and Jaelynn Stetson, several 

of whom will be freshmen next year 
but who saw significant varsity playing 
time last year.

November’s a long way off, though, 
and Murdock kicks off its annual sum-
mer season on June 5. The Lady Devils 
have been participating in the Gardner 
summer league for some years and this 
campaign opens with a 7 p.m. contest 
that evening against Quabbin.

Narragansett, Gardner, Mahar, 
Oakmont, Conant (NH), North 
Middlesex and Athol are also signed up. 
The regular summer season concludes 
July 5 with a couple playoff games slat-
ed for the following week.

“This league is good for them. You can’t 
put the basketball down in February, 
not pick it up until Thanksgiving and 

expect to be ready,” observed Abare 
who added that the summer team will 
be coached by Glenn Murphy since var-
sity coaches are prohibited by MIAA 
rules from running off-season squads. 
The roster is expected to include the 
aforementioned players as well as Lexi 
Allard, “and whoever else shows up. 
We want anyone and everyone to play,” 
stressed Abare.

The coach also has his annual 
fund-raising golf tournament sched-
uled Aug. `11. With the closing of the 
Winchendon golf course, the event will 
be held at the Gardner Municipal golf 
course.  More details will follow.

“I’m still energized,” promised Abare.

BY CHRIS MARTIN
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Last week the Murdock 
Blue Devils took on the 
Tahanto Stags on May 18 
at home. The left hander 
Joe Curtain would get a 
start on the mound for 
the Devils, looking for his 
third win of the season.

But the undefeated 
Stags would give Curtain 
all kinds of problems, as 
they would bang out 18 of 
their 21 hits against him. 

In the end, it would the 
Stags who would carry 
way the victory, 11-3, to 
remain undefeated.

Tahanto led off the 
game with a single, but 
the runner at first would 
attempt a steal. Will 
Iannacone would throw 
the runner out at sec-
ond. Curtain would get 
himself into an early jam 
with runners at first and 
second with two outs, 
until a ball hit into center 
would be caught by John 
Murphy for the final out 

of the inning.
The Stags would have 

a 1-2-3 inning, retiring 
Iannacone, Jack Polcari 
and Curtain to end the 
first inning tied at zero.

At the top of the sec-
ond inning, the Stags at 
one point had the bases 
loaded with two outs, and 
with one swing of the bat 
would unload those bases 
taking a Curtain pitch 
into center to go up 3-0. 

Curtain would pick up 
his only strike out of the 
afternoon to end the top 
of second inning.

Murphy would lead off 
the bottom with a sin-
gle, but the Stags would 
sit down Guerin Lovett, 
Jared Nelson and Sam 
Drake to hold onto their 
lead. 

After an Alex Marshall 
ground out and a Dakota 
Girard strike out for a 
quick two outs, Iannacone 
would pick up his first hit 
of the afternoon with a 
two out single. Later in 
that inning Polcari would 

drive Innacone home for 
an RBI single, getting 
the Blue Devils onto the 
scoreboard but trailing 
3-1.

In the top of the fourth, 
the Stage would bring 
five more runners across 
the plate; and the slaugh-
ter continued, until in the 
end it was an 11-3 ball 
game.

Coach Bob Polcari 
lamented the day, say-
ing Curtain was a bet-
ter pitcher than what it 
looked like that day.

“He didn’t have his best 
stuff, I could tell his curve 
ball wasn’t breaking and 
his fastball definitely 
wasn’t in the zone,” said 
Polcari.

The Blue Devils should 
have their last four games 
of the season this week, 
weather permitting, and 
Polcari said, “I would 
love to finish strong, it’s 
a matter of working hard 
in the clutch which has 
been a bit of a struggle 
this year.”

He’ll be back: Abare set to return

Rough outing for 
Curtain

Photo courtesy of Hali

Troy Cote shows off the largemouth bass caught and released at Lake Denison last week. 
The very pregnant female was estimated to weigh near 6 pounds, but because the angler 
wanted to release her, the official weight was not done. Just proves Denison should be the 
site for serious anglers of all ages.
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repaired next year; and downtown 
Walnut Street acquired a block grant to 
be redone one-way. 

A new front entrance of the Beals 
Memorial Library will become com-
plaint with the American Disabilities 
Act this construction season. About 
$1 million of public/private funding is 
also going toward the installment of 
an elevator at the library. And there’s 
of course Central Street. Cumberland 
Farms is investing $2.7 million into 
the project, which will be complete by 
Labor Day.

Routes 12 will be resurfaced from 
the American Legion Post 193 to the 
state line, sponsored by Transportation 
Improvement Program funds, by the 
end of 2017.

“We’re excited about a $4 million dol-
lar project in town,” Murphy said. “It’s 
a total re-do, the town will have to come 
up with some money. There’ll be new 
water pipes, sewer system, and parking 
spaces – the whole gamut.”

Murphy said whether people like it 
or not, visitors often judge a town by 
its downtown area. She explained as 
a result, the town has to be willing to 
invest in themselves.  

Since Winchendon is only affiliated 
with the Greater Gardner Chamber of 
Commerce and does not have a local 
business alliance themselves, her office 
bought a large pair of scissors and 

began to do ribbon cuttings on their 
own. 

Murphy said an office goal is to make 
it easier for small business owners to 
acquire a permit and open a shop.

“No one wants to do business in town 
if they have to jump through 20 hoops, 
and wait eight months,” Murphy said. 
“They’ll take their business idea and go 
somewhere else.”

Murphy said the town would like 
to find a use for the two schools that 
are empty, potentially converting them 
into housing. She went on to say there 
is talk of resolving traffic congestion at 
Blair Square. 

She explained the policy for someone 
seeking to do a project in town, they 
have to come to town Hall with a con-
cept. Police, fire, and town officials will 
gather in one room and go over any 
issues so they can be addressed early.

“We have standards,” Murphy said. 
“We want our community to be healthy 
and beautiful, so we get on the same 
mindset at the beginning. So that by 
the time we get to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals, there shouldn’t be any sur-
prises, although engineering is com-
plex.”

Murphy assured Garden Club mem-
bers that they have a good core group of 
people working for them, even though 
they may not always agree with each 
other every day.

“They’re always looking out for your 
best interests,” she assured. “There’s 
nothing worse than going to a monthly 

meeting and talking about the same 
thing. It is frustrating and a waste of 
everyone’s time. But your town man-
ager allows me to move forward. That 
makes my job easy – what I do is in the 
best interest of the town.”

She said she enforces the 30-day 
response rate.

“I get complaints sometimes, and that 
is okay,” Murphy said. “But that’s the 
only way we’re going to get stuff done.”

She suggested potential job opportu-
nities as the North Quabbin Commons 
in Athol and various companies in 
Devens, which is also a half hour away. 
However, public transportation is hard 
to come by. 

Murphy began her presentation by 
talking about her experience as a gar-
den intern, where she took pictures of 
flowers, which she said changed her 
life. She said she planted lilacs the 
night before to recharge her after a 
stressful day. She drove down Route 202 
when she accepted the job, and she said 
that was when she instantly fell in love 
with the town. 

Prior to the presentation, the club 
finalized plans for their first combina-

tion Plant and Bake Sale, which will 
be held on June 3, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Winchendon History and Culture 
Center. President Lorraine Fortugno 
asked each member to bring a plant and 
baked goods.

They also also completed plans for 
their annual table at the town’s Solstice 
Celebration on June 17. These two 
events are their biggest fundraisers 
of the year. The money earned is ear-
marked for local plantings and the fol-
lowing scholarship program. 

Members made a choice for the 
recipient of the 2017 scholarship win-
ner in the amount of $250. However, 
Scholarship Committee Chairman 
Linda Dellasanta, who is a former club 
president, asked the student’s name to 
be anonymous since the recipient has 
not been notified yet. Two applicants 
applied. Dellasanta said both were 
well deserving and that it was a tough 
choice.

Garden Club members receive 10 per-
cent off at local nurseries. 

They plan to plant milkweed, black-
Eyed Susans, and lilacs along the bike 
path. 

PLANNING
continued from page    A1
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resolution or consider 
a motion to adjourn. A 
motion to adjourn was 
heard from the floor 
almost immediately, fol-
lowed by a second, and a 
quick voice vote, which 
Morin ruled to be in favor 
of adjournment.

One of the founders of 
Indivisible Winchendon, 
Rev. Innana Arthen, said 
she wanted to address 
selectmen about the mat-
ter was because she felt 
“there had been a viola-
tion of procedure at town 
meeting.”

“Our group went 
through all the prop-
er procedures,” said 
Arthen. “We came down 
to town hall. We checked 
to make sure we were 
doing everything right. 
We collected signatures. 
And we submitted (the 
resolution) on deadline to 
be placed on the annual 
town meeting warrant.”

“My understanding 
was that this is done 
at the discretion of the 
Board of Selectmen to do 
this,” she said. “So, you 
didn’t have to accept it 
if you didn’t think it was 
correct or appropriate.”

Arthen explained 
that she and another 
member if Indivisible 
Winchendon made their 
way to the front of the 

auditorium with the 
intention of explaining 
the resolution.

“We were never 
acknowledged. We were 
never recognized. At 
that point, Mr. Morin 
said, ‘Anybody making 
a motion to vote on this 
or to adjourn, or what?’ 
Those were his exact 
words. Several people 
yelled out ‘motion to 
adjourn,’ several people 
seconded the motion, and 
a voice vote was taken.”

“To simply jump over 
it and solicit verbally a 
motion to adjourn,” said 
Arthen, “strikes me as 
an egregious violation 
of proper procedure. We 
would like some acknowl-
edgement of this, and we 
would like to know that 
this isn’t going to happen 
at future town meetings.”

In response, Morin 
said, “I believe citizens’ 
right of petition is funda-
mental to our democra-
cy, so I have no problem 
with citizen petitions. 
Equally, voters at town 
meeting have a right to 
hear whatever they want 
to hear or not hear. In my 
mind, there was a motion 
to adjourn, it was sec-
onded, it was accepted. 
I called the vote, it was 
overwhelmingly in favor 
of adjournment, and the 
meeting was dissolved.”

“In the future,” Morin 
explained, “if another 
such scenario occurs, I 

will remind the meeting 
members what the result 
of an affirmative vote will 
be on any unaddressed 
articles or resolutions.”

“I feel that, legally, I 
acted correctly,” he con-
tinued. “In my mind, at 
least 80 percent of the 
people were done with 
the town meeting.”

Morin also questioned 
whether town meeting is 
the proper venue to raise 
issues of national or glob-
al import.

“I’m concerned that 
the town meeting does 
not evolve into a partisan 
political forum,” he said. 
“There’s one town in the 
state, and there may be 
others, where they debate 
foreign trade, war poli-
cy, international political 
items. Those meeting go 
on, sometimes, for two 
weeks. Do we really want 
to go down that road in 
this community?”

Selectmen Barbara 
Anderson and Audrey 
LaBrie both agreed that 
supporters of the res-
olution should have 
been given the oppor-
tunity to speak prior 
to adjournment. They 
also expressed a belief 
that Moderator Morin 
had acted in good faith, 
and hope members of 
Indivisible Winchendon 
will take Morin at his 
word that he will better 
explain the process at 
future town meetings. 

MEETING
continued from page    A1

Garden Tips and Tricks
Now is the time of year backyard 

gardeners covet. Long, sunny days and 
late spring showers seem to have a 
magical power that transforms mere 
dirt and seeds into a lush green garden.  

If it were only that easy! As all home 
growers know, it takes careful plan-
ning and many hours of labor to pro-
duce a bountiful garden. While nearly 
every successful gardener has their 
own special tricks to ensure a produc-
tive crop, the novice planter may need 
a helping hand to nudge green sprouts 
from uncooperative soil. If that’s the 
case, the following tips culled from 
various “green thumbed” sources may 
just be all you need to make this the 
most successful gardening season yet.  

***
The addition of peat moss is neces-

sary to keep window boxes and other 
container gardens properly watered. 
But, if you are not wetting down the 
peat moss before adding it to the soil, 
you may be doing your garden more 
harm than good. Peat moss must be 
moistened before it is used in potting 
mixes. When dry, the substance actual-
ly repels water!   

Here’s how to pretreat it: If you want 
to wet a full bag of peat moss, poke sev-
eral holes in the bottom of the bag and 
open the top. Then pour water slowly 
into the top of the bag until it seeps 
out of the bottom holes.  Push on the 
bag and knead it to ensure the peat is 

getting saturated.  To 
test, scoop out a hand-
ful of peat moss and 
squeeze it. If you can 
squeeze water out, it 
is ready to use. If not, 
keep wetting until you 
can. 

***
Test Number 2: 

Here’s an easy test to 
gauge if your garden soil is ready to 
plant. Simply scoop up a handful of 
dirt and squeeze it into a ball. If the 
ball crumbles when you release your 
fingers, the soil is all set for digging. If 
the ball sticks together, the soil is still 
too wet to work.

***
Flower bulbs are now plentiful at 

large garden centers. But, bulbs sold at 
such places are a bargain only if you 
know how to avoid poor quality bulbs. 
Here are some tips:
* Bulbs should feel solid and heavy. If 
they are light, they may be dried out.  
* Avoid bulbs with discolored, dark or 
moldy spots.
* Make sure there are no holes or other 
signs of insect damage on bulbs.
* Pick over bulbs that have sprouted; it 
is better if they grow roots first. 

***  
Lovely in Red: Garden designers rec-

ommend most flower gardens have a 
splash of red. The bright color acts as 

a stunning accent when 
planted in a clump among 
white flowers and thick 
greenery. 

Farmer’s Planting 
Timetables

Our forefathers took 
great pains to plant crops 
at the precise time of year 
to promote a bountiful 
crop. Here are some “old 

farmer’s tales” that tell when it is time 
to plant garden vegetables:

Lilac’s Bloom: When the lilacs have 
their first leaves it is time to plant 
cool-weather crops such as peas, let-
tuce, and onions. When the lilac flow-
ers are in full bloom, it’s safe to plant 
tender crops such as tomatoes and 
corn.

Native American’s Rule: The 
American Indians passed this reliable 
tip on to European colonists, and many 
farmers still rely on it today. Tender 
crops should not be planted until the 
leaves on an oak tree are as big as a 
squirrels ear (about an inch or so long). 

Moon Signs: Many natural garden-
ers plant successfully by the phases of 
the moon.  Here’s how:  Between the 
new moon and the first quarter: sow or 
transplant leafy plants and those that 
bear seeds on the outside of the fruit, 
such as strawberries.  

Between the first quarter and the full 
moon: plant crops whose seeds develop 

inside the fruit, such as tomatoes, peas, 
beans and squash. 

From the full moon to the last quar-
ter: plant root vegetables.

Never plant from the last quarter to 
the new moon.  

**
Win Dinner for Two

Your tips can win you a great dinner 
for two at the historic Publick House 
Historic Inn in Sturbridge! Simply 
send in a hint to be entered into a ran-
dom drawing. One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three course din-
ner for two at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route 131 across the 
town common in historic Sturbridge. 
Because I’m in the business of dispens-
ing tips, not inventing them (although 
I can take credit for some), I’m count-
ing on you readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you? Do you 
have a question regarding household 
or garden matters? If so, why not share 
them with readers of Stonebridge Press 
publications? Send questions and/or 
hints to: Take the Hint! c/o Stonebridge 
Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or e-mail kdrr@aol.com. Hints 
are entered into a drawing for a three 
course dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn!
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HELP WANTED
MAINTENANCE
Woodbrook Camp 

& Tennis Club in 
Fitzwilliam is seeking 
an experienced forklift, 
backhoe and articulat-
ed mower operator also 
comfortable weed whack-
ing and grading roads. 
Water system knowledge 
and pool maintenance 
would move you to the 
top of our list. Must be 
self motivated and will-
ing to work two-three 
days each work for $17 
per hour. If interested 
contact Carole O’Neill 
(603) 585-9214. TFN

MASONRY INC.
Construction laborers 

or mason laborers. Must 
have a vehicle and a 
phone. Company is out 

of Jaffrey. (603) 532-8471. 
TFN

HELP WANTED
Gas attendants at 

Valero. Inquire at Valero 
to fill out an application. 
On site. Flexible hours. 
For information call (978) 
320-6375. TFN

JOB SEEKERS
Job Seekers 

Networking Group 
hosted by North 
Central Career Center 
and Greater Gardner 
Chamber of Commerce. 
Meetings are open to all 
job seekers and are held 
on Wednesdays from 1-2 
p.m. at the Chamber con-
ference room, 29 Parker 
St. 2nd floor, Gardner. 
Contact the Chamber at 
(978) 632-1780.

EMPLOYERS

These help wanted ads 
are FREE! Contact the 
Courier to find out how 
to get help for your busi-
ness by calling (978) 297-
0050 x 100 or email ruth@
stonebridgepress.news.

FOR RENT
ROOMS FOR RENT
D o w n t o w n 

Winchendon, immedi-
ate occupancy: locat-
ed on second floor 
in secured, peaceful, 
friendly, well main-
tained, quiet & drug free 
building. Independent 
group of older gentle-
men to co-habitat, hall-
way & bath facilities are 
shared. 1 parking space, 
dumpster use, heat/HW 
included, electric includ-
ed (except AC in sum-
mer). $475 per month. 

References, income ver-
ification, first & last to 
move in. Applications 
available: Dick’s Place 
Barbershop, 298 Central 
St. (978) 297-2281.

G O O D R I C H 
APARTMENTS

Now taking applica-
tions. Call for guidelines. 
(978) 297-0231. TFN

SERVICES
All in One Painting: 

interior, exterior, power 
washing, decks. More 
than 25 years experience, 
free estimates. (603) 305-
4974 or leo@allinone-
painting.net TFN

WANTED
WANTED
Motorcycles, ATVs, 

scooters. Cash paid for 
good deals. (978) 297-1800. 
11.1.16

M U S I C A L 
INSTRUMENTS

Drum teacher Leon 
LaPlante seeks used 
instruments and drum 
stands to help out high 
school students. (978) 297-
1250.

YARD SALES
MULTI FAMILY: yard 

and garage sale Saturday, 
May 13 8 a.m.-2 p.m. rain 
or shine, 117 School St. 
RINDGE. Furniture, 
household items, hunt-
ing equipment and more. 
Too much to list. ALSO 
tables to benefit US vet-
erans.

FLEA MARKET: 
Declutter your attic, cel-
lar or garage, renting 
space to anyone with 
someone to sell no addi-
tional vendor fees just $5 

admission buy or seller. 
Sunday, May 21 rain or 
shine at the Winchendon 
Rod & Gun Club, 169 
Winchendon Road. Any 
and all items accepted, 
turn your unwanted 
items into cash. For more 
info text or call JC at (978) 
894-5752 or swapmeet88@
hotmail.com. Sponsored 
by Hawg Haulers.

ATTENTION: yard 
sale ads here are FREE in 
the Winchendon Courier. 
Call (978) 297-0050 and 
leave a message with 
date, address and times 
of your sale and we will 
add it to the list. Deadline 
for all sales is Tuesday 
noon.

CLIP AND MAIL COUPON
Write your ad here:

Name:
Address:
Town:        Zip:
Phone:

MAIL to: The Winchendon Courier
91 Central Street, Winchendon, MA 01475

Fax Coupon: 978-297-2177
For more info., call 978-297-0050

Classified Ads…

4 WEEKS — $20
• 30 words or less
• Additional words 50¢ per word

Sorry, no refund for early cancellation.

Winchendon CourierClassifiedsClassifieds

…FAX US
978-297-2177

Deadline: Friday at Noon

Serving the communities of Winchendon, Ashburnham, Athol, Gardner, Fitchburg, Leominster, 
Westminster, Templeton, Phillipston and southern N.H.

Winchendon CourierClassifiedsClassifieds
 •  a  S t o n e b r i d g e  P r e S S  P u b l i c a t i o n  •

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

 17 SM 001989
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO:
Stephen P. Lafrennie
and to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act:, 50 U.S.C.c. 50 §3901 (et seq):
U.S. Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for 
LSF9 Master Participation Trust
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real proper-
ty in Winchendon, numbered 22 
Woodlawn Street, given by Stephen 
P. Lafrennie to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-
inee for GSF Mortgage Corp, its 
successors and assigns, dated 
July 12, 2007, and recorded with 
the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
41474, Page 326, and now held by 
plaintiff by assignment has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for deter-
mination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ 
Servicemembers status.
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If 
you object to a foreclosure of the 
above-mentioned property on that 
basis, then you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and answer 

in this court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or 
before June 26, 2017 or you will be 
forever barred from claiming that you 
are entitled to the benefits of said Act.
Witness, JUDITH C. CUTLER Chief 
Justice of this Court on May 12, 2017
Attest:  
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
(16-013877 Orlans)
May 26, 2017

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Paul J. DeCoteau 
Jr. and Coleen Marjorie DeCoteau 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for TD Bank, 
N.A., dated May 10, 2013 and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
50875, Page 175, which mortgage 
was assigned by Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. to TD 
Bank, N.A. pursuant to Assignment 
of Mortgage dated June 25, 2015, 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 54034, Page 341, of which 
mortgage the undersigned is the pres-
ent holder, for breach of the conditions 
of said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold 
at Public Auction at 1:00 p.m. (ET) 
on the 27th day of June 2017, on the 
mortgaged premises located at 60 
High Street, Winchendon, Worcester 

County, Massachusetts, all and sin-
gular the premises described in said 
mortgage, 
TO WIT:  that certain parcel of land 
with the buildings thereon situated 
in Winchendon, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, bounded and 
described as follows:  Commencing:  
on the easterly side of High Street at 
a stone monument at the southwest-
erly corner of the house lot former-
ly owned or occupied by Henry N. 
Mabery; Thence:  South 76 degrees 
East on said Mabery’s line 296 feet to 
a stake and stones; Thence:  South 80 
degrees 15’ West on line of land now 
or formerly of Milton A. Wilson and in 
part and little southerly of a wall near 
the westerly and of the line 361 feet to 
said High Street; Thence:  Northerly 
about North 27 degrees 30’ East on 
said High Street 148.5 feet to the place 
of beginning.  Excepting therefrom 
approximately 220 square feet of land 
taken for the lay out of High Street by 
instrument dated January 21, 1949 
recorded at Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds at Book 3171, Page 280.
Being the same premises as con-
veyed to Paul J. DeCoteau, Jr. and 
Coleen Marjorie DeCoteau via deed 
from Jeffrey Wood and Jacquelyn T. 
Wood dated May 10, 2013, recorded 
with the Worcester County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 50875, Page 173.
Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-

ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances of 
record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed.  Terms of sale:  A deposit 
of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) by 
certified or bank check will be required 
to be paid by the purchaser at the time 
and place of sale.  The balance is to 
be paid by certified or bank check at 
the Law Offices of Duane Morris LLP, 
30 S. 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19103-4196, within thirty (30) days 
from the date of sale.  Deed will be pro-
vided to purchaser for recording upon 
receipt in full of the purchase price.  In 
the event of an error in this notice, the 
description of the premises contained 
in said mortgage shall control.  Other 
terms, if any, to be announced at the 
sale.
/s/ TD Bank, N.A.
Present holder of said mortgage
By its Attorneys,
Duane Morris LLP
30 S. 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA  19103-4196
Attn:  James C. Carignan, Esq.
(215) 979-1557
May 26, 2017
June 2, 2017
June 9, 2017

LEGALS

Raise your gardening 
efforts to a new level 
with keyhole gardening. 
You’ll increase your 
garden’s productivity in 
a smaller space, while 
using less water and fer-
tilizer.

This intensive tech-
nique was first used in 
Africa where it’s hot 
and dry and the topsoil is shallow. Now 
gardeners growing in a variety of cli-
mates around the world are using this 
technique. You’ll even find keyhole gar-
dens in urban and suburban backyards.

Keyhole gardening grows abundant 
produce while composting plant-based 
kitchen scraps in one raised garden plot. 
Grow plants in the outer ring of a circu-
lar, 6-feet diameter or larger raised bed. 
Create an inner circle for composting 
kitchen scraps, coffee grounds and gar-
den debris. 

Design a small pie shape notch in the 
circular bed. This provides easy access to 
the inner composting circle and gives the 

bed its distinct keyhole 
appearance.

Build the sides of your 
raised bed garden from 
stones, cement blocks, 
bamboo or any avail-
able materials that can 
withstand the rigors of 
your climate. Select a 
height that works for 
you and makes plant-

ing, tending and harvesting easy. 
It may be easiest to purchase a keyhole 

garden kit. Select a kit with all the basic 
building supplies made from long-last-
ing materials, like the Cedar Keyhole 
Garden (gardeners.com).

Once the walls are built, create an 
inner compost basket. Use chicken wire 
or a similar material that allows mois-
ture and nutrients to move from the com-
post basket into the surrounding soil. It 
should be at least 12 inches in diameter 
with the bottom anchored to the ground 
and top extending above the soil surface.

Fill the bottom of your raised bed with 
compostable materials. Start with a layer 

of cardboard on the soil surface. Then 
alternate 4 to 6” layers of brown and 
green materials just as you would when 
building a compost pile. Use twigs, straw, 
dried leaves, paper, cardboard and other 
carbon rich materials for your browns. 
Include herbicide-free grass clippings, 
manure, kitchen scraps, fresh plant 
debris and other nitrogen rich materials 
for your greens.

Add kitchen scraps and garden debris 
to the compost basket throughout the 
growing season. As these decompose 
water helps move nutrients from the 
compost basket to the surrounding soil.

Continue layering until three fourths 
of the raised bed is filled. Top it off with 
compost rich soil for plants to root and 
grow. Slope the surface so the highest 
point is next to the compost basket.

Allow the planting area to settle for 
several days. Then fill your garden with 
your favorite vegetables. Leave just 
enough space between plants so they can 
reach their mature size. Water new plant-
ings thoroughly. Mulch the soil with 
shredded leaves, evergreen needles or 

other organic material to help conserve 
moisture and continue to add organic 
matter to the soil.

Check the soil moisture and water the 
garden bed and compost basket as need-
ed throughout the season.

Soon you’ll be enjoying the conve-
nience of harvesting and composting in 
one bed. And you just might find yourself 
looking for another sunny spot to add an 
additional keyhole garden or two.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 
gardening books, including Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series, 
including the latest Food Gardening For 
Everyone DVD set. Myers also hosts the 
nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio segments. She is a col-
umnist and contributing editor for Birds 
& Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Gardener’s Supply Company for 
her expertise to write this article. Myers’ 
web site is www.melindamyers.com.

Grow more edibles with sustainable keyhole gardening

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

MoMents
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The tradition continues

The word ‘prom’ is of course a short-
hand for the much longer promenade, 
the parade of self-conscious young men 
and women announcing to their parents 
and the town they have come of age.

Winchendon is one of the few towns 
left who continue the age old tradition 
of true promenade, with the high school 
students dressed in their finery making 
a stop at the Murdock High School gym-
nasium to parade before the townsfolk 
who arrive to watch.

The couples begin, then there are 
four, then eight, and the students step 

out with more confidence. The cloth-
ing shimmers, the posture becomes 
straighter, there is laughter and smiles, 
though there are tears and perhaps a 
bit of sadness as bittersweet memory 
intercedes. 

The young in their finery then leave 
for the dinner and dance; while the rest 
of the population drifts home, memories 
of their boys and girls now grown up 
amazingly mature, even if still vulner-
able.  

Photos by Jeff Millman
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