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SPENCER – Relocation has been a long journey filled 
with challenges, but the Rapscallion Brewery team 
recently celebrated the end of the process by showing 
off its Meadow Road facility to the community.

At the first ever Brew Day in its new home, the 
Rapscallion team welcomed guests on July 2 to its 
newly renovated 8 Meadow Rd. brewery and taproom. 

Guests included Sen. Anne Gobi, State Representatives 
Peter Durant and Donald Berthiaume, Selectman Tony 
Pepe, and several other community members.

Cedric Daniel, who co-owns the business, was 
thrilled to welcome guests and meet community mem-
bers. The brewery and taproom relocated to Spencer in 
December after a lengthy run in Sturbridge. 

“It’s a huge day for us,” said Daniel, the brewery’s 
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Sturbridge wades into Amazon fight

Federated Church’s final Annual Auction 
will feature collectible decorated chairs

Rapscallion Brewery celebrates relocation

Hitchcock Academy 
announces children’s 

summer programming

BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

STURBRIDGE – The most notable piece of the 
last selectmen's meeting wasn't formally on the 
agenda.

Under “Old Business,” new board member 
Jamie Goodwin raised more concerns about a 
giant Amazon distribution center being proposed 
nearby on Route 20 in Charlton. He argued it could 
bring more than 6,000 additional truck trips a day 
to that already fast stretch of road, and predicted 
it could cause backups “well into Brimfield, maybe 
even Palmer.”

“Even beyond the traffic issue, this is dangerous, 

and will have a chilling, at best, impact on our 
economy,” he said.

Noting the state's Environmental Protection Act 
comment period ends this Friday, July 9, Goodwin 
moved the board seek legal representation in the 
process, although the town will need to use some-
one other than regular town counsel KP Law, since 
they're already representing Charlton.  He also 
moved to allow Town Administrator Jeff Bridges 
to use some of his budget to get an updated traffic 
study done, since the project proponents like-
ly based theirs on lower-than-normal Covid-time 
traffic.

Both passed unanimously.
“With no exit in Charlton off the Pike, I just 

see it as one big safety problem for Sturbridge,” 
agreed Mary Dowling, noting she's heard from sev-
eral residents about this issue. Others had as well.

Turning to business on the evening’s agenda, the 
board approved applying for a state grant  to fund 
alum treatment at South Pond.

Proponent Carl Neilson of the Quaboag 
Quacumquasit Lake Association said his group 
tried to do this last year, but didn't get the grant. 
This time, he said, they've gotten commitments 
totaling $85,000 from QQLA, East Brookfield, 
Brookfield and a Scout camp on the lake to match 
the state funds. 

“If we get the grant, it'll be a nice solution,” he 
said.

Specifically, the treatment is aimed at con-
trolling the lake's natural annual process of “inter-
nal recycling” of phosphorus, which promotes 
algae growth. At an extreme, uncontrolled growth 
can create toxic blooms that make the lake unsafe 
to swim in. 

So far, Neilson noted, that has not happened, and 
such treatment stops “a good lake from becoming a 
bad lake.” It should last 15-20 years, he added.

Additionally, the board voted to formally imple-
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An architectural rendering of the proposed Amazon distribution warehouse in Charlton.

BRIMFIELD — Hitchcock Academy is pleased 
to announce a partnership with ART-ventures to 
present kid’s summer art programming. With a 
dash of whimsy and a dollop of fun, students will 
explore and learn how to think creatively about 
art and the amazing role it plays in the world.

ART-ventures programming provides talent-
ed instructors to encourage children’s creative 
spirit and imagination while fostering their cre-
ativity through exposure to a variety of art tools, 
techniques, and materials. Each program session 
includes t-shirt creations and two or three awe-
some works of art each day. Program sessions 
run Monday through Friday the first three weeks 
of August from 9 a.m. – noon with each week 
having its own theme. For more information and 
to register for one week, two weeks or all three 
weeks head to hitchcockacademy.org.

Hitchcock kicks off its free summer Movies 
on the Lawn with “Raiders of the Lost Ark” on 
Saturday, July 10 at 6 p.m.  The movie debuts 
at dusk but before the movie pick a prime spot 
and settle in to play some of our games or bring 
your own. Pack a picnic or relax with food 
from Paradise B-B-Q. The summer blockbuster 
adventure film comes to you thanks to our Oscar 
Sponsor First American Insurance Agency and 
our Golden Globe sponsor Viant. If you haven’t 
already liked us on Facebook, do it and get the 
latest information regarding our upcoming free 
movie offerings, happening throughout the sum-
mer.

This year’s Hitchcock Summer Concert 
Series is better than ever with five free concerts 
Wednesdays on the Brimfield Common. Bring 
a lawn chair; bring a blanket, mark these dates 
on your calendar, and join us for an evening of 
great music beginning July 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The Island Castaways Band, a Jimmy Buffet 
Tribute group, invite you to put on your flip 
flops and enjoy the summer vibe. Pack your 
own picnic or enjoy offerings from J.B.’s Mobile 
Café. The following week, July 28, the Time 
Stretchers bring you favorites from the 50’s to 
today. It’ll be a great night to enjoy 60 years of 
popular music.  On Aug. 4, local favorites Radio 
Ranch return with their special take on country 
hits. Aug. 18, a new group makes our concert 
series debut:  Frozen Red promises to entertain 
with a unique blend of Celtic music. The series 
culminates on August 25 with The James Paul 
Band who put a special spin as they cover your 
favorites and play some of their originals. Let 

STURBRIDGE — The Federated Church of 
Sturbridge and Fiskdale will hold its 71st and 
final Annual Antique Auction on Saturday, Aug. 
14, on the beautiful Sturbridge Common across 
from the landmark Publick House Historic Inn. 
The auction will be held, rain or shine, under 
tent, with a preview of items to be sold beginning 
at 9 a.m. and bidding starting promptly at 10 a.m.

A highlight of the auction is the sale of two 
featured decorated chairs. These highly prized 
items, which always command a lot of attention, 
are decorated in bronze powder stenciling with 
a lovely Sturbridge or Publick House scene. The 
chairs are part of a limited series with only one of 
each produced each year and they are only avail-
able at the Federated Church annual auction.

As a special feature of this year’s auction, 
though, the Church will be auctioning off two of 
each chair - the Sturbridge Chair (#27 and #28 in 
the series) and The Publick House Chair (#49 and 
#50 in the series) –because last year’s auction had 
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A few of the items to be up for bid in the 2021 Sturbridge 
Federated Church Auction include this unusual inlaid tri-cor-
ner, drop-leaf table, an oversized Flexible Flyer sled, an 
antique country firkin, and a decorated Boston rocker.

to be canceled.
A real old fashioned country auction, this event 

is known as the longest annually held church auc-
tion in the nation, according to auction committee 
chair, Tim Bardsley. Items up for bid include 
an assortment of antique items and collectibles 
donated by church and community members, 
many in original condition and some lovingly 
restored by local artisans.

As in prior years, any bidder whose purchases 
total $500 or more will receive dinner for two, 
courtesy of The Publick House Historic Inn and 
Restaurant. Bidders whose purchases total $1,000 
or more, will receive one night of lodging and 
dinner for two.

The event also includes a silent auction featur-
ing gift baskets, handmade crafts, gift certificates 
from local vendors, a bake sale and food booth. 
The auction is handicapped accessible and open 
to the general public free of charge with ample 
free parking around the Common and the Church.

The auction is being conducted for the 47th year 
in a row by the highly professional and entertain-
ing Robert Glass Jr. and Gwen Glass Carbone of 
the Robert H. Glass family of auctioneers. For 
more information, please call the Church office at 
(508) 347-3915 or email churchoffice@sturfed.org.

Turn To AMAZON, page     A11

Turn To RAPSCALLION, page  A11

Turn To HITCHCOCK, page     A11

Kevin Flanders

Mug Members are thrilled to be part of the new Rapscallion Brewery location in Spencer.
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SUMMER SALE – 100’S OF DEALS – DON’T BUY TILL YOU SEE US!

DELUXE ELECTRIC 

DRYER
Reg. $49999

$47999

PROPANE 
FIRE PITS

100’S OF 
FREEZERS 
IN STOCK

OPEN 10 - 9 • 7 DAYS
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

WE REPAIR 
BIKES

seafood

Route 31 Charlton Depot

Hours: Thursday through Sunday 11am to 8pm

WE ACCEPT 

MOST MAJOR 

CREDIT CARDS

For ordering guidelines please visit: ronniesseafood.com

Proudly Serving the 
Community for 
Over 40 Years

So� Service Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Premium Hard  

Ice Cream
Specializing in Fresh 

Fried Seafood

Indoor and Patio Seating Now Available!

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our new 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

Sign up for the 
308 Lakeside  

Golf  
Tournament  

coming on  
August 2nd

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Rt. 20, 630 Main St.• Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 
Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm – ENTRANCE IN BACK

Be sure to check our website for weekly specials!

Happy 4th 

of July! 
We will be closed on 
July 4th, and open  

July 5th from 
11am - 4pm 

Say it in 
living
 color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?

SCHOTT employees raise
nearly $16,000 for Relay for Life

SOUTHBRIDGE — The “SCHOTT 
for a Cure” team, consisting of employ-
ees from both locations in Southbridge 
raised almost $16,000 in donations for 
the American Cancer Society to help 
the nation with its biggest health prob-
lem: Cancer. 

As it was last year, due to Covid-
19, the June 18th even was held in 
hybrid fashion: After a brief opening 
ceremony, the event kicked off with a 
car parade, with about two dozen cars 
through Southbridge. The parade was 
streamed live on Facebook, as were 
other events of the night.  SCHOTT has 
participated in this important fund-
raising event for several years now 
with the Southbridge team "SCHOTT 
for a Cure", which consists of mem-
bers from both SCHOTT Lighting 
and Imaging and SCHOTT Electronic 
Packaging. 

and friends, to mark this event. The com-
munity came together in the parking lot 
of SCHOTT Lighting and Imaging and 
walked several labs around it to honor all 
who have lost and won the fight against 
cancer, those who are still fighting, and 
the caregivers who selflessly help others.  
This “SCHOTT hour” was the team’s 
way to be part of the livestreamed event. 
Several team members also attended the 
Luminary Ceremony later in the night at 
the Southbridge Common.

With almost $16,000 in donations, the 
“SCHOTT for a Cure” team raised the 
most money of all the teams in the event 
this year. The employees from both loca-
tions fundraise throughout the year by 
selling raffle tickets for various donated 

items, parking spots, calendars raffles, 
T-shirts, luminary bags or just simply 
asking for cash donations. Both SCHOTT 
locations also donated a substantial com-
pany match of $6,000 to support their 
employees’ efforts. 

“In these difficult times, we were able 
to send a message through our celebra-
tion that we care not only about our 
employees, but also about their family 
and friends and all others who have been 
affected by cancer in any way. Thank 
you for the commitment of all partici-
pants and for the teamwork,” said Susan 
Gauvin, current team Chair. 

SCHOTT is proud to have such a great 
workforce supporting the American 
Cancer Society.

SCHOTT cares
SCHOTT employees from both loca-

tions organized an internal celebration 
for all team members, including family 
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Sturbridge Villager is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in 
the editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will 
return your phone call.

Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands Sales & Service

In-Home and In-shop Repairs
Delivery, Installation & Removal 

Family owned & operated since 1978.  
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Now Selling WEBER Grills 
Instant Financing Available

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory 
Contact June at 508-909-4062  Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
 Fully Insured

LOCAL 
SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

OPEN 
Tuesday/Wednesday 8am-2pm

Thursday/Friday 8am-8pm
Saturday and Sunday 7am-2pm 

(BREAKFAST ALL DAY)

Waitresses And An  
Experienced

 Breakfast Cook
220 AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD, SOUTHBRIDGE
OPEN BREAKFAST AND LUNCH • DINNER THURSDAY & FRIDAY TIL 8PM

FISH 
& CHIPS

Dine-In 
OR Take-Out

NOW 
HIRING

Hi! My name is Dominic and I 
would love to have a pet dog!

Dominic is a caring, creative, 
and funny boy of Caucasian de-
scent. Whether is caring for them 
or just playing with them, Dominic 
loves every chance he gets to 
spend time with animals! When 
Dominic gets older, he’d love to 
become a veterinarian. Dominic 
is described as a kind and fun-
ny young man. In his spare time, 
Dominic also likes drawing and 
coloring. He is curious boy who 
has been known to take apart 
toys to figure out how they work 
and then put them back together. 
He loves cars as well. Dominic 
has been doing well in his current 
placement, and is hopeful to tran-
sition to his forever family. Domi-

nic continues to work on his social growth and peer relationships.
Legally freed for adoption, a two-parent household would best support 

Dominic’s everyday needs. A family would need to be open to services enter-
ing their home to work with Dominic on a regular basis. Dominic’s three sib-
lings also have a goal of adoption, so continued contact would be beneficial.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or 
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews, 
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help con-
nect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a permanent 
place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Dominic
Age 15

Khamphan Houatchanthara receives Clinical Excellence 
Award from Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy

CHARLTON — Khamphan 
Houatchanthara of Southbridge, is 
the PN Class of 2021 Award Recipient 
of the Clinical Excellence Award. 
Houatchanthara received the award 
for her distinguished clinical per-
formance throughout her training 
and education at Bay Path RVTHS 
Practical Nursing Academy.

Houatchanthara received the 
Clinical Excellence Award, an 
engraved crystal woven plate 
from Tiffany & Co., at the official 
Graduation and Pinning Ceremony 
at the Lakeside Pavilion of the Indian 
Ranch on June 25. Houatchanthara 
attended Southbridge High School 
in Southbridge, Ma and graduated 
in 2001. She completed her associ-
ate in Criminal Justice degree and 
her Certified Nursing Certificate at 
Quinsigamond Community College. 
She obtained her Medical Assistant 
Certificate at Bay Path Regional 
Vocational Night School in 2009. She 
has been with Simon Says Pizza Chef 
in Southbridge as a Manager since 
1999.

While at Bay Path Practical 
Nursing Academy, Houatchanthara 
was active with the UNICEF Club 
and various fundraising activities for 
charitable causes. She participated in 
the Admissions Panel Interview and 
the Mock Code Team. She received 
a Random Act of Kindness (RAK) 
recognition and honor cord. She is 
Dementia Care Certified, Mental 
Health First Aid Certified, and com-
pleted the COVID-19 Contact Tracing 

at Johns Hopkins University. 
"We congratulate Khamphan for 

this immense honor and wholeheart-
edly applaud her family for their 
love and support. Khamphan is a 
revered practical nursing student 
for her kindness and provision of 
compassionate care. We are so very 
happy that she is recognized for her 
Clinical Excellence,” said, Gretheline 
Bolandrina, DHA, MSN Ed, RN, 
CRRN, Academy Director.

Courtesy

(Left) Jennifer DeFilippo, MSN Ed, RN award-
ing Khamphan her Clinical Excellence Award.

Local non-profit CMDART
seeks board members

Brimfield Senior Center to host
therapeutic drumming program

REGION — The Central Massachusetts 
Disaster Animal Response Team, Inc. 
(CMDART) is currently seeking addition-
al volunteer Board members to aid the 
administration of our non-profit 501C3 
charitable organization that helps ani-
mals and pet owners facing man-made or 
natural disasters. 

Since 2003, CMDART has aided local 
communities with public safety and pre-
vention education where it involves pets 
and the people who love them.  A new 
addition of Board members will help sup-
port our forward progress, assist a man-
ageable distribution of tasks, and assist 
the establishment of strategic short and 
long-range goals.  Central Mass residen-
cy required. 

Candidates for the Board will hopefully 
have some knowledge of the workings of 
a non-profit organization, fund-raising, 
and group task/committee work.  As a 
board member, you will gain some knowl-
edge and experience in planning, finance 

and emergency management; enhance 
and challenge your organizational and 
leadership skills; increase your profes-
sional network, help to improve the safe-
ty and welfare of pet owners and animals, 
contribute to a humanitarian cause that 
can prevent, respond to, and reduce suf-
fering for pet owners and their animals. 

During this year of Covid-19, the team 
has distributed personal protective 
equipment to hospitals, senior facili-
ties and animal control, assisted local 
emergency planning to include efforts 
to help pet owners, has volunteered at 
local vaccine clinics, produced an on-line 
program about assistance animals, held 
a couple of fun yard sales, assisted local 
fire recovery sites, and distributed pet 
food to some local food pantries.

For more information and to submit 
a letter of interest to our organization, 
contact cmdartmembership@gmail.com 
or call 508-803-1989 and go to our Web site, 
www.cmdart.org, for more information.

BRIMFIELD — The Brimfield Senior 
Center is pleased to host a unique pro-
gram “Spirit of the Drum.” Come join us 
for an uplifting and therapeutic drum-
ming ‘experience’ using authentic Native 
American Log Drums.

This workshop is designed to bring our 
senior friends together to experience the 
wonderful benefits of hand drumming. 
Today’s technology has proven that hand 
drumming actually helps our immune 
system and reduces stress. The hand 

drumming experience is therapeutic, fun 
and different. If someone can not exer-
cise the ability to drum or just holding 
one is therapy enough. The workshop is 
being led by Cliff Madru and Elizabeth 
Sutton.  Come share with us the Spirit of 
the Drum on Friday, July 23 at 10:45 a.m.

Please reserve you space prior to July 
20.

The Senior Center is located in the 
1st Congregational Church, 20 Main St., 
Brimfield, 413-245-7253.
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VILLAGER 
ALMANAC

OPEN TO CLOSE

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

REAL ESTATE

TO PLACE AN AD:
ADVERTISING EXECUTIVE

MIKAELA VICTOR

(508) 909-4126
mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES:
KERRI PETERSON

(508) 909-4103 
kerri@stonebridgepress.news
TO PRINT AN OBITUARY:
E-MAIL 
obits@stonebridgepress.news 
CALL: 508-909-4149
OR send to Sturbridge Villager
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
TO SUBMIT A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR:
E-MAIL: news@stonebridgepress.news 
OR send to Sturbridge Villager
P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550
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BRIMFIELD
$225,000, 34 3rd St, Lisowski, Richard 

A, to Pope, Jonathan, and Jaegle-
Pope, Nicole A.

HOLLAND
$179,000, 5 Overlook Rd, Bourcier, 

Gerald R, and Bourcier, Linda S, to 
Watras, Korin.

$100,000, 10 Park Ln, Tansey, David A, 
and Tansey, Katharine B, to Hurley, 

Carol.
STURBRIDGE

$410,000, 80 Cricket Dr, Bouvier, 
Jocelyn L, and Bouvier, William 

F, to Shaughnessy, Rosemary, and 
Shaughnessy, Joseph.

$389,000, 81 Sturbridge Hills Rd 
#81, Laforge, Francis K, to Bouvier, 
William F, and Bouvier, Jocelyn L.
$279,500, 62 Arnold Rd, Goggin FT, 
and Goggin, Edward J, to Gomes, 

Felipe B, and Spry, Emily A.
$130,000, Podunk Rd #235, Kaszowski, 

Kenneth P, to AH& DB Custom 
Homes Inc.

$130,000, Podunk Rd #236, Kaszowski, 
Kenneth P, to AH& DB Custom 

Homes Inc.
$130,000, Podunk Rd #237, Kaszowski, 

Kenneth P, to AH& DB Custom 
Homes Inc.

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial  
back to its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

Local student honored at Annual 
SkillsUSA workforce development event

Area residents named to dean’s 
list for the Spring 2021 semester 

at Quinnipiac University

DA’s CIMS program generates encouraging results

Leesburg, Va. 
— A career and 
technical educa-
tion student in 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
won one of the 
nation's high-
est awards at the 
2021 SkillsUSA 
Championships, 
held virtually from 
June 14-24. More 
than 3,700 students 
competed at the 
national showcase 
of career and tech-
nical education. 
The SkillsUSA 
Championships 
is the largest skill 
competition in the 
world. 

Students were 
invited to the 
event to demon-
strate their tech-
nical skills, work-
place skills and 
personal skills 
in 107 hands-on 
occupational and 
leadership compe-
titions including 
robotics, automo-
tive technology, 
drafting, criminal 
justice, aviation 
maintenance and 
public speaking. 
Industry leaders 
from 650 business-

es, corporations, 
trade associa-
tions and unions 
planned and eval-
uated the con-
testants against 
their standards for 
entry-level work-
ers. Industry sup-
port of the in-per-
son SkillsUSA 
Championships is 
valued at over $36 
million in donated 
time, equipment, 
cash and material. 
More than 1,000 
industry judges 
and technical com-
mittee members 
participated this 
year. Due to the 
pandemic, contests 
were conducted 
locally at schools 
or industry sites 
nationwide, with 
proctors super-
vising events and 
judges evaluating 
the students' work.

More than 1,100 
gold, silver and 
bronze medals 
were presented to 
students. Many 
winners also 
received indus-
try prizes, tools 
of their trade or 
scholarships.

The following 
student received 
a SkillsUSA 
Championships 
medal from your 
area:

C o n o r 
Krochmalnyckyj, 
from Sturbridge 
and a student 
at Tantasqua 
Regional High 
School (Fiskdale), 
was awarded 
the high school 
gold medal in 
Carpentry.

"More than 3,700 
students from 
every state in the 
nation participat-
ed in the virtual 
2021 SkillsUSA 
Championships," 
said SkillsUSA 
Executive Director 
Chelle Travis. 
"This showcase of 
career and tech-
nical education 
demonstrates our 
SkillsUSA part-
nership at its fin-
est. Our students, 
instructors and 
industry partners 
work together to 
ensure that every 
student excels. 
This program 
expands learning 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – 
Worcester County 
District Attorney 
Joseph Early, 
Jr., and his team 
continue to see 
encouraging local 
response metrics 
in the opioid crisis.

L a u n c h e d 
in March 
2020, the DA’s 
Critical Incident 
M a n a g e m e n t 
System (CIMS) 
was used by police 
departments in 
all 60 Worcester 
County cities and 
towns over the 
last year to collect 
overdose data and 
offer services to 
overdose victims. 
Response visits 
made to victims 
were performed 

by a plainclothes 
police officer and 
a recovery coach, 
usually within 48 
hours of an over-
dose incident.

In the last year, 
more than half of 
all residents who 
were offered ser-
vices following an 
overdose accepted 
treatment as part 
of the CIMS pro-
gram.

“These are 
encouraging num-
bers,” Early said. 
“It was a challeng-
ing year to launch 
this program with 
the roadblocks 
presented by the 
COVID-19 pandem-
ic. These numbers 
are a promising 
start. Any time we 
can help even one 
person get access 

to treatment is a 
life that is being 
saved.”

The District 
Attorney’s Office 
purchased the 
CIMS software 
for $40,000, using 
drug forfeiture 
funds in 2019. The 
implementation 
of CIMS repre-
sented a partner-
ship between the 
District Attorney’s 
Office, local police 
departments, and 
municipalities.

The CIMS soft-
ware works by 
collecting and pro-
cessing data on 
overdose victims 
to enable officials 
to better provide 
assistance. The 
goal is to help peo-
ple recover, not 
prosecute them, 

officials said.
“By getting the 

names of the folks 
who’ve had the 
non-fatal overdos-
es, and by giving 
the opportunity 
for the follow-up – 
what you’ve done 
is open the door,” 
said Worcester 
City Manager 
Edward Augustus, 
Jr. “You’ve made 
the connection. 
You’ve provided 
an opportunity for 
that person when 
they’re ready to 
take advantage 
of the treatment 
options that are 
available to them.”

CIMS also 
allows police 
departments to 

share information. 
That way, when a 
person overdoses 
outside of their 
hometown, they 
are still able to 
receive a follow-up 
visit.

“Addiction has 
no jurisdictional 
boundaries,” said 
Fitchburg Police 
Chief Ernest 
Martineau, the 
former president 
of the Central 
Mass. Chiefs of 
Police Association. 
“When there’s no 
boundary for that, 
there can be no 
boundary for help-
ing people. And 
that’s what this 
does. It connects 60 
cities’ and towns’ 

police depart-
ments in respond-
ing and helping.”

Added Webster 
Police Chief 
Michael Shaw, 
“The beauty of 
CIMS coming on 
board is now we 
have a centralized 
database that’s 
tracking, and we 
get an alert when 
we have to go offer 
up services. And 
the other thing 
that we were miss-
ing was when peo-
ple were outside 
of Webster having 
an overdose, we 
never knew. Now, 
with CIMS, we 
can follow up with 
them. It’s a really 
integral part of 

getting these peo-
ple the help they 
need.” 

W e b s t e r ’ s 
responses to those 
in need has been 
assisted by a 
partnership with 
Opening the Word 
Recovery Center, 
run by Rev. Janice 
Ford. Opened 
in June 2020, the 
facility has served 
more than 2,000 
people.

The Spencer 
Police Department 
has also enjoyed 
its experience 
with the CIMS pro-
gram.

“We are track-
ing these indi-
viduals who 
would have fallen 

through the cracks 
in the past,” said 
Spencer PD Chief 
David Darrin. 

Although the 
CIMS response 
data is pointed in 
the right direction, 
officials know 
there is much 
more work to be 
done. In the fall of 
2020, the District 
Attorney’s office 
was awarded a 
$1.2 million grant 
from the Federal 
Bureau of Justice 
Assistance to fund 
recovery coaches 
that will respond 
with police to fol-
low up and offer 
services after an 
overdose.

and career oppor-
tunities for our 
members."

The SkillsUSA 
Championships 
event is held 
annually for stu-
dents in mid-
dle school, high 
school or college/
p o s t s e c o n d a r y 
programs as part 
of the SkillsUSA 
N a t i o n a l 
Leadership and 
Skills Conference. 
The national, 
nonprofit partner-
ship of students, 
instructors and 
industry is a ver-
ified talent pipe-
line for America's 
skilled workforce 
that is working 
to help solve the 
skills gap.
About SkillsUSA

SkillsUSA is a 
nonprofit part-
nership of edu-
cation and indus-
try founded in 
1965 to strength-
en our nation's 
skilled work-
force. Driven by 
employer demand, 
SkillsUSA helps 
students develop 
necessary per-
sonal and work-
place skills along 
with technical 
skills grounded 
in academics. 

This SkillsUSA 
F r a m e w o r k 
empowers every 
student to succeed 
at work and in life, 
while helping to 
close the skills gap 
in which millions 
of positions go 
unfilled. Through 
SkillsUSA's cham-
pionships pro-
gram and curric-
ula, employers 
have long ensured 
schools are teach-
ing relevant tech-
nical skills, and 
with SkillsUSA's 
new credentialing 
process, they can 
now assess how 
ready potential 
employees are for 
the job. SkillsUSA 
has members 
nationwide in 
high schools, col-
leges and middle 
schools, covering 
over 130 trade, 
technical and 
skilled service 
occupations, and is 
recognized by the 
U.S. departments 
of Education and 
Labor as integral 
to career and tech-
nical education. 
We have served 
nearly 13.8 million 
members since 
1965. For more 
information: www.
skillsusa.org.

H A M D E N , 
Conn. — Addison 
Ellithorpe of 
Fiskdale was 
named to the 
dean's list for the 
Spring 2021 semes-
ter at Quinnipiac 
University.

To qualify for 
the dean's list, 
students must 
earn a grade point 
average of at least 
3.5 with no grade 
lower than C. 
Full-time students 
must complete at 
least 14 credits in 
a semester, with at 
least 12 credits that 
have been graded 
on a letter grade 

basis to be eligible. 
Part-time students 
must complete at 
least six credits 
during a semester.

About 
Quinnipiac 
University

Quinnipiac is 
a private, coedu-
cational, nonsec-
tarian institution 
located 90 minutes 
north of New York 
City and two hours 
from Boston. The 
university enzrolls 
9,715 students in 
110 degree pro-
grams through 
its Schools 
of Business, 

Communications, 
E d u c a t i o n , 
E n g i n e e r i n g , 
Health Sciences, 
Law, Medicine, 
Nursing and the 
College of Arts 
and Sciences. 
Quinnipiac is 
recognized by 
U.S. News & 
World Report 
and Princeton 
Review's "The Best 
386 Colleges." For 
more informa-
tion, please visit 
qu.edu. Connect 
with Quinnipiac 
on Facebook and 
follow Quinnipiac 
on Twitter @
QuinnipiacU.
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PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Friday price 7/2/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

Floods. Fires.  
16th birthdays. 
What scares you 
the most? 
Sometimes the littlest things can 
keep you up at night. But with 
Bair Insurance at your side, the 
future isn’t so scary.  
Call 508-248-4204 and let us 
provide you with a free quote and 
answer any questions.

Coverage 
for Auto, 

Home, Boat, 
Wedding 

and more!

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY 
58 AF PUTNAM RD 
CHARLTON, MA 01507 
Phone: 508.248.4204 
Fax: 508.248.1199 
Email: cs@bairinsurance.com Web 
Site: WWW.BAIRINSURANCE.COM

Peter Maly, R.D.O. • Renee Gomez, O.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 • Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

Eyeglasses 
Eye Exams • Contacts

T rust y our ey es to the ey e  
professionals w ho hav e achiev ed the 
BEST OF CENTRAL MASS AWARD 

for the past five years!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm

1/4, 1/2, Whole Beef 
Available

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Are your  
investments ready to 
fight inflation?

MKT-5894K-A

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
screen print and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!

Area students receive degrees as Western
New England University celebrates CommencementChristine A. Byrne 

graduates from 
Western New 

England University

Nichols names IWL after Engelkemeyer
BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY – The Institute for Women’s 
Leadership at Nichols College will have 
a familiar name forever attached to it 
with the announcement by the college’s 
Board of Trustees that the IWL will be 
named in honor of now-retired Nichols 
president Susan Engelkemeyer.

The college made the announcement 
on June 28 also announcing $400,000 
contributed to the endowment for the 
Institute by the trustees. Engelkemeyer, 
who joined Nichols College in 2011, was 
a driving force I the creating of the IWL 
in 2013 after reading an article about 
the gender wage gap in the workforce. 
Today the Institute helps foster career 
opportunities for women in business 
and, with the help of Professor Jean 
Beaupre, produces the Massachusetts 
Women’s Leadership Index every two 
years. 

SPRINGFIELD — Western New 
England University's undergraduate 
commencement was held on Saturday, 
May 15. More than 480 students received 
degrees. The top five fields of study for 
undergraduates in 2021 were Mechanical 
Engineering, Pharmacy Studies, 
Accounting, Criminal Justice, and 
Psychology.

In his remarks, President Robert E. 
Johnson charged the Class of 2021 to go 
out as global citizens and transform the 
world. 

"This journey that took place over the 
course of the last year has prepared you 
for that next stage and step in your life 
as you leave Golden Bear country and go 
out into the world," he said congratulat-
ing the graduates as they join the more 
than 48,000 alumni of the University. 
"There were times where we could not 
necessarily see the end, but we made it. 
Each and every one of you hung in there. 
You are now prepared for the next step 
in your life. You are prepared for the 
journey."

Graduating senior Autumn 
Kelly (Communication) gave the 
Undergraduate Class of 2021 student 
address, reminding her fellow graduates 
that "this journey has been long and 
hard, harder than we could have ever 
imagined, and yet here we are standing. 

Although each of our paths were differ-
ent, we all landed here at the same desti-
nation, graduation day. Our journeys do 
not end today. New targets are in view 
like graduate school, the military, or 
joining the workforce and, like the stron-
gest Native American warrior, it is time 
once again to take back that bow string, 
aim our crooked arrows, and reach our 
next target."

The graduating class hailed from 27 
states: Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Florida, 
Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, and 
Wisconsin. Graduates were also from 
Canada, China, and India.

Western New England University con-
gratulates the following students:

Ashlynn Dawn Field of Brimfield grad-
uated with a BS in Forensic Biology.

Shauna M. Rowley of Fiskdale gradu-
ated with a BS in Forensic Biology.

Adam A. Jensen of Brimfield graduat-
ed Cum Laude with a BS in Information 
Technology.

John Joseph Reilly V of Brimfield 
graduated with a BS in Information 
Technology.

Kevin T. Izzio of Sturbridge graduated 
with a BS in Pharmacy Studies.

Matthew J. Dumas of Holland gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude with a BSE in 
Mechanical Engineering/Mechatronics 
Concentration.

View the Western New England 
University 2021 Commencement 
Ceremonies at https://www1.wne.edu/
commencement/index.

A model for the "New Traditional 
University," Western New England 
University (WNE) is among just 13 per-
cent of private (5,000 students or less) 
institutions ranked among US News and 
World Report "National Universities" 
and a "Top 100 Engineering Program." 
Known for its supportive environment 
and picturesque campus in Springfield, 
WNE enrolls 3,690 students, including 
2,552 full-time undergraduate, in bach-
elor's, master's, and doctoral degrees at 
its Colleges of Arts & Sciences, Business, 
Engineering, Pharmacy & Health 
Sciences, and School of Law. A WNE 
education provides career-span agility 
through a curriculum grounded in pro-
fessional/experiential studies, enhanced 
by the liberal arts, and enriched by men-
tored research that equips graduates to 
adapt and succeed in the workplace of 
the future.

“The Institute for Women’s Leadership 
is an integral part of the Nichols College 
mission to develop prepared, confident 
and ethical leaders of tomorrow,” said 
President Engelkemeyer in a statement 
released by the college. “Our students – 
both female and male – benefit from the 
Institute’s efforts to foster awareness of 
gender inequality and to affect change 
at the personal and institutional levels. 
I am proud that my name will contin-
ue to be associated with this import-
ant work and truly thank the Board of 
Trustees for this honor.”

Board of Trustees Chair John H. Davis 
said that President Engelkemeyer was 
part of a decade of growth and improve-
ment for the school. Naming the IWL 
in her honor was a special way for the 
Board to cement her legacy on campus 
and beyond. 

“Nichols has come a long way in 
the past 10 years with Susan’s steady 
hand at the helm. She has navigated the 
college through tough waters and posi-
tioned us for even greater success,” said 
Davis in a statement. “Susan has been a 
model leader and an inspiration to our 
students. We are excited that the IWL, 
one of her crowning achievements, will 
reflect and honor that legacy.”

Under Engelkemeyer’s president-
ship, Nichols college saw growth in 
enrollment, student retention, gradua-
tion rates, endowments, and the largest 
fundraising campaign in the colleges 
200-year history with the Bicentennial 
Campaign topping off at over $66 mil-
lion. Engelkemeyer oversaw her final 
graduation in May before officially 
retiring from the school.Courtesy

Susan Engelkemeyer

SPRINGFIELD — Christine A. Byrne 
of Brimfield graduated from Western 
New England University with a MS in 
Accounting.

On Sunday, May 16, the University 
conferred degrees to over 160 gradu-
ates receiving masters, law, and doc-
torate degrees from its Colleges of Arts 
and Sciences, Business, Engineering, 
Pharmacy, and School of Law.

In his remarks, President Robert E. 
Johnson charged the Class of 2021 to go 
out as global citizens and transform the 
world. 

"This journey that took place over 
the course of the last year has prepared 
you for that next stage and step in your 
life as you leave Golden Bear country 
and go out into the world," he said 
congratulating the graduates as they 
join the more than 48,000 alumni of the 
University. "There were times where 
we could not necessarily see the end, 
but we made it. Each and every one of 
you hung in there. You are now pre-
pared for the next step in your life. You 

Turn To BYRNE, page     A9
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Summer Dining & Gift Guide
Too Hot to Cook! 
Eat-In or Take Out

Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages, and some entertainment too!
Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

136 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 
www.cormierspencer.com • 508-885-3385  

Looking for a 
perfect match 

to your Engagement ring?
Let us Help!

 Choose from our In Stock items  
or Custom Design Options

BUY ONE WEDDING BAND  
GET ONE 50% OFF
Discount on lower priced item.  

Must have coupon at time of purchase. 
 Some restrictions apply. Expires 7/31/21

We will be closing for vacation July 6-July 10 
and will re-open July 13.

NEW HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 7/9 & Sat, 7/10 (a�er 5pm)

FRIED OYSTERS
Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 8/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE  
FOR ANY SIZE PARTY 10-250 GUESTS!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

Call For Reservations

We Are Now Open 
and Can’t Wait to See You!
Indoor and Outdoor Dining (weather permitting)

Don’t forget… TAKEOUT is available!

Hanover Insurance Group Foundation
awards scholarships to 52 students

Sturbridge Rotary awards
scholarships to Tantasqua students

Journey to Ellis Island
from the comfort of home

Local residents make Dean’s List at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology

Matthew Sexton named
to College of the Holy Cross

STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge 
Rotary Club awarded $6,000 in schol-
arships to students at Tantasqua 
Regional High School. This year’s 
recipients of $1,000 each are Alexis 
Carson, Sydney Leanna, Emma 
O’Coin, Ainsley Maus, Mary Godek 
and Jason Snyder. Additionally, 
Alexa Knight received the $500 
“Wendall Wright Memorial Award.” 
Wendall was an educator and long-
time supporter of Rotary.

Rotary is proud to have awarded 

over $220,000 in local scholarships 
over the past 48 years.  Beyond the 
local and international help that we 
provide, we are most proud of our 
support of educational programs for 
youth. The scholarship recipients 
will receive their funding upon com-
pletion of their first semester. To 
learn more about Sturbridge Rotary, 
please visit us at www.sturbridgero-
tary.org or www.facebook.com/stur-
bridgerotary.

Local residents make Dean's List at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology

BOSTON — The following local stu-
dents have made the Dean's List at 
Wentworth Institute of Technology for 
the Spring 2021 semester.

* Riley Daniel Beauregard of Auburn
* Jason Paul Cronin of Auburn
* David Lee Mejorado of Auburn
* Anna Mei Pyche of Auburn
* Kalie Mari Bourassa of Leicester
* Adrianna T Rocheleau of Oxford
* Alec J Barber of Spencer
* Karina LeBlanc of Sutton
* Jordan William Blackadar of 

Worcester
* Yasmina Habchi of Worcester

Wentworth Institute of Technology
Founded in 1904, Wentworth Institute 

of Technology is a nationally ranked 
university offering career-focused edu-
cation through bachelor's and gradu-
ate degree programs in areas including 
engineering, architecture, computer 
and data science, life sciences, man-
agement, and design. Its 31 acres are 
situated in the Fenway neighborhood of 
Boston, Mass., within walking distance 
of leading several cultural, educational, 
sports, and medical hubs. Wentworth is 
known for its emphasis on career prepa-
ration for students through its lead-
ing co-op programs, hands-on learning 
approach, and alignment with 21st-cen-
tury workforce needs.

WORCESTER — Matthew Sexton 
of Wales, was named to the College 
of the Holy Cross Spring 2021 Dean's 
List. A member of the Class of 2022, 
Sexton is majoring in Economics 
and Political Science.

Sexton was among more than 1,451 
students named to the Dean's List 
for outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the spring semester of 
the 2020-21 academic year.

To qualify, students must pass 
four or more letter-graded courses 
with no failing grades during the 
semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher.

About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy Cross, 

in Worcester, Mass., is among the 
nation's leading liberal arts insti-
tutions. A highly selective, four-
year, exclusively undergraduate 
college of 3,100 students, Holy Cross 
is renowned for offering a rigor-
ous, personalized education in the 
Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its 
founding in 1843, Holy Cross has 
made a positive impact in society 
by graduating students who distin-
guish themselves as thoughtful lead-
ers in business, professional and 
civic life.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

STURBRIDGE – Thanks to an 
upcoming virtual library program, 
residents will enjoy a summer get-
away this month without having to 
leave the comfort of home.

As part of the You Belong Here 
campaign, the Joshua Hyde Public 
Library recently announced a pro-
gram called “Virtual Ellis Island: 
Gateway to the American Dream.”

The Zoom program is set for 
Wednesday, July 14, at 7 p.m. Join 
New York City tour guide Michael 
Morgenthal, whose great grand-
parents immigrated through Ellis 
Island from the Ukraine in 1905. The 
virtual experience will help guests 
learn more about Ellis Island and 
the experience of countless immi-
grants seeking the American Dream.

From 1892-1924, Ellis Island was 
the busiest immigration station in 
the U.S., processing approximately 
12 million immigrants from across 
the globe as they began their new 
lives in the United States. As many 
as 20 percent of all American cit-
izens are estimated to have roots 
through Ellis Island. For a nation 
of immigrants, Ellis Island helps to 
define what it means to be American, 
library officials said.

The program will also be a can’t-

miss event for local historians and 
their families.

“Topics will include everything 
from why Ellis Island was opened, 
to what kinds of things immigrants 
were asked upon arrival, and 
what happened to those who were 
denied entry,” said Becky Plimpton, 
Director of the Joshua Hyde Public 
Library. “As part of the You Belong 
Here campaign, this program will 
highlight a portion of the immigrant 
experience in the 1900s.”

The program also helps reinforce 
the library’s mission to promote 
inclusion.

“The You Belong Here campaign 
recognizes that patrons of the 
library and the broader community 
of Sturbridge come from varying 
backgrounds and experiences,” read 
a statement issued by the library 
staff. “The library is taking active 
steps to create an environment in 
which the identities and cultural 
backgrounds of all are valued and 
respected.”

To register for this program, or to 
learn more about other upcoming 
library programs, please visit www.
sturbridgelibrary.org. You can also 
check out the library’s social media 
pages.

The library is located at 306 Main 
St. You can contact the library at 
508-347-2512.

WORCESTER — The Hanover 
Insurance Group Foundation recently 
awarded 52 college scholarships to high 
school and college students to support 
higher education learning.

Students were recognized with schol-
arships based on their local community 
involvement and commitments to aca-
demic excellence. This marks the 17th 
year The Hanover Insurance Group 
Foundation has awarded college scholar-
ships to help students accomplish their 
academic goals.

“We are proud of the commitment 
shown by this year’s scholarship recipi-
ents at a time when there was so much 
uncertainty in the world,” said Kimberly 
M. Salmon, assistant vice president of 
The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc.’s 
community relations team. “These schol-
ars overcame obstacles created by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and focused their 
energy on education and community to 
continue on their journeys toward suc-
cessful futures. We are honored to sup-

port their education and continue our 
mission of helping youth realize their 
full potential.”

Greater Worcester community schol-
arship recipients are:

Abdulkadir Abdullahi North High 
School, Worcester, Mass.

Alwaleed Alhabeeb Doherty High 
School, Worcester, Mass.

Leona Antwi Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.

Samantha Anusauskas
Auburn Senior High School, Auburn, 

Mass. 
Ananda Boateng
Abby Kelley Foster Charter School, 

Worcester, Mass.
Michaela Cluett Shepherd Hill 

Regional High School, Dudley, Mass.
Gabriella Correa B u r n c o a t 

Senior High School, Worcester, Mass.
Alysha Creelman Auburn Senior 

High School, Auburn, Mass. 
Ashley Figueroa Shepherd Hill 

Regional High School, Dudley, Mass.

Maxwell Fyfe Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.

Keegan Gleason M i l l b u r y 
Memorial Jr./ Sr. High School, Millbury, 
Mass.

Aracely Herrera Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.

Truong-Thinh Huynh Doherty High 
School, Worcester, Mass.

Kathryn James Bartlett High School, 
Webster, Mass.

Juliana Kallio Grafton Memorial 
Senior High School, Grafton, Mass.

Victoria Lemieux B l a c k s t o n e 
Valley Regional Vocational Technical 
High School, Upton, Mass.

Kaitlyn Manzi Blackstone Valley 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School, Upton, Mass.

Loise Obeng Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.

Nancy Phan South High Community 
School, Worcester, Mass.

Michaela Rickards W o r c e s t e r 
Technical High School, Worcester, Mass. 

Thomas Short Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.

Kasey Simmons Auburn Senior 
High School, Auburn, Mass. 

Jenna Soden Leicester High School, 
Leicester, Mass. 

Erisa Sote Doherty High School, 
Worcester, Mass.

Ryan Spitz Bartlett High School, 
Webster, Mass.

Victoria Torkornoo Doherty High 
School, Worcester, Mass.

Isabella Vangos Auburn Senior 
High School, Auburn, Mass.

Dayanara Velazquez B u r n c o a t 
Senior High School, Worcester, Mass. 

Duong Vo Doherty High School, 

Worcester, Mass.
Henry Weiland Shepherd Hill 

Regional High School, Dudley, Mass.
For more information about The 

Hanover’s community relations or giv-
ing efforts please visit The Hanover 
Foundation.

About The Hanover Insurance 
Group Foundation

The Hanover Insurance Group 
Foundation, Inc. is the charitable giv-
ing arm of The Hanover Insurance 
Group. The foundation’s mission is to 
enact meaningful and positive change 
in the lives of underserved children and 
youth – and empower the difference 
makers who support them. The Hanover 
Insurance Group Foundation provides 
program grants to nonprofit organiza-
tions that work collaboratively in their 
communities, offering new and innova-
tive programs that address the barriers 
preventing children and youth from real-
izing their full future potential.

About The Hanover
The Hanover Insurance Group, Inc. is 

the holding company for several prop-
erty and casualty insurance companies, 
which together constitute one of the larg-
est insurance businesses in the United 
States. The company provides exception-
al insurance solutions through a select 
group of independent agents and bro-
kers. Together with its agent partners, 
The Hanover offers standard and spe-
cialized insurance protection for small 
and mid-sized businesses, as well as for 
homes, automobiles, and other personal 
items. For more information, please visit 
hanover.com.
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Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

MAIN STREET  
HANDYMAN & ROOFING

SERVICES
Carpentry
Flooring
Painting

Plumbing
Shed & Deck Repairs
What do you need done? 
If we don’t do it you don’t 

need it done! 
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) 

DISCOUNTS 
Give me a Call 

Rich at 
508-963-1191 

HANDYMAN

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE  

PAINT STRIPPING  
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook

Auto Body

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU 
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS  

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE   
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services,  
NOW Woody’s Professional Rustproofing and  

Undercoating Services! Maintain safety and value by 
protecting your vehicle’s body from rust, debris, salts and 

pests. We are now scheduling appointments  
For detail information check out our website!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY 
FACTORY 
DIRECT 
& SAVE

SUMMER
SALE

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Summer
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 7/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 

other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

LAND SURVEYORS

PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYORS

Pcoutujr@landsurveyinc.com
Cell: 401-864-7958
LandSurveyInc.com

BOUNDARY ESTABLISHMENT

PLOT PLANS

CONSTRUCTION LAYOUT

SUBDIVISIONS 
ALTA TITLE SURVEYS 

CIVIL 3D SPECIALISTS

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 9/1/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters



With the recent jump 
in gas prices, it’s more 
important than ever to 
conserve energy use.  
Thanks to good old 
fashioned Yankee inge-
nuity, trimming costs 
doesn’t necessarily 
translate into sacrifice.  
From reviewing clas-
sic moneysaving tactics to revealing 
new strategies, the following infor-
mation is geared toward cutting the 
cost of fuel this season and beyond.

**
Price Tools: Your gasoline-saving 

strategies start even before you fuel 
up.   Gas comparison sites and phone 
applications offer consumers instant 
prices that add up to optimum sav-
ings.

GasBuddy.com lists gas stations 
near you and their current gas pric-
es. The tool is engineered by a com-
munity of users working together to 
update local gas costs. 

The app offers online price com-
parison, and you can download it 
for free.

Mapquest.com also offers a user 
friendly tool that has a map format 
and visual pinpoints to post real 
time prices of gas stations in your 
area or destination.

**
Pump up the Savings: Some care-

ful thought at the pump pays off in 
savings and that begins with gassing 
up:

Experts advise downgrading to 
upgrade gas efficiency.  Motorist can 
cut costs without sacrificing effi-
ciency by buying the lowest grade 
of octane that is appropriate for the 
vehicle. Check with your mechanic 
or car dealer to see if it’s safe for 
you to switch to a lower grade. This 
money saving method alone can save 
hundreds of dollars a year.

**
Auto advisers also recommend 

buying gasoline during coolest time 
of day, such as early morning or late 
evening. During these times gaso-
line is densest. Gas pumps measure 
volumes of gasoline, so it’s a better 
deal to buy it at its densest fuel 
concentration. And don't top off the 
gas tank as gasoline as may seep out 
from expansion

**
Also, be sure your gas tank fits 

nice and snug. If not, buy a new 
one. According to the experts, gas 
can easily evaporate from the tank 
through loose caps.

**
Proper Maintenance = Fuel 

Efficiency: Performing periodic 
vehicle “checkups” is a cost effec-
tive way to keep from wasting gas.

It’s no secret a well-tuned engine 
burns less gas. Routine maintenance 
is your best insurance against gas 
guzzling.

**
Also, worn spark plugs can cause 

your engine to use more gasoline. A 
dirty spark plug causes misfiring, 
which wastes fuel. Spark plugs need 
to be replaced as recommended by 
the manufacturer.

**
And be sure to check your air 

filter each time you have your oil 
changed. Clogged air filters cause 
engines to work overtime which eats 
up more gas. Replacing a clogged air 
filter can improve gas mileage by as 
much as 10 percent, saving about 20 
cents a gallon. And avoid reusable 
air filters, as a good paper filter 
does a better job, according to the 
experts.

**
Periodic wheel alignments and 

keeping tires inflated to the maxi-
mum recommended pressure real-
ly does improve your gas mileage, 
according to experts.  When tires 
aren't inflated properly it's like driv-
ing with the parking brake on and 
can cost a mile or two per gallon. 
Don’t ignore the low tire pressure 
alerts on the dashboard! It is import-
ant to keep an eye on the tire pres-
sure because under-inflated tires 
consume more fuel. According to 
SGI, you waste 1% fuel for every 10 
lb per square inch of under infla-
tion. Low air pressure does not only 
impact your mileage, but it also 
reduces the lifetime of your tires. 

**
Heads Up: And keep in mind tires 

need special attention during win-
ter. Cold temperatures decreased the 
air pressure in tires which just adds 
to the rolling resistance caused by 
snow and slush. Check tire pressure 
regularly, especially after there has 

been a sharp drop in 
temperature. 

**
Driving Down Gas 

Usage: You can liter-
ally drive down gas 
waste with some care-
ful strategies that 
won’t cost you an extra 
dime!

This column has reviewed similar 
driving tips in the past, but with fuel 
economy in mind, the bear repeat-
ing: 

The faster you drive the more gas 
you use. In fact, lowering driving 
speed from 65 to 55 mph can improve 
fuel economy by an impressive two 
miles per gallon.

**
Also, traveling at fast rates in low 

gears can consume up to 45% more 
fuel than is needed. . Using cruise 
control will save 5% to 10% of a gal-
lon of gas on long trips. And don’t 
forget to use the overdrive shift as 
soon as your speed is high enough. It 
also acts as a fuel saver.

**
Keeping a steady foot on the pedal 

also prevents gas waste. Tests show 
jerky starts and hard breaking reduc-
es travel time by only four percent, 
but fuel consumption is increased by 
nearly 40 percent.

**
Do you love the feel the wind in 

your hair?  If so, it could cost you!  
Driving with your windows all the 
way down at higher speeds, will 
waste 10% more gallons of gasoline 
than driving with them closed. The 
drag will cost you more in fuel, so 
delay opening windows wide until 
you’ve slowed down a bit (unless you 
want to literally throw money out 
the window)!

**
And opt for driving on smooth 

roads whenever possible. Rough 
roads with dirt or gravel rob you of 
up to 30% of your gas mileage. On the 
highway, closed windows decrease 
air resistance, so it’s efficient to run 
the air conditioner in hot weather.

**
Quick tip:  In stop-and-go traffic, 

shutting off the air conditioner and 
opening the windows can lighten 
your fuel use. Experts estimate using 
the auto a/c can lower your fuel 
economy by 10 percent to 20 percent.

**
Fuel consumption records show 

gas usage increases as much as 50 
percent during the cold weather 
driving. Idling the car for long peri-
ods of time is not only a common 
wintertime practice, it’s a costly one. 
Did you know ten seconds of idling 
actually uses more fuel than restart-
ing the engine? If your car doesn’t 
have an automatic idling shut-off 
feature, you can still save gas by 
making it a habit to turn off the car 
when parked.

**
And the simple chore of cleaning 

out your trunk can also translate 
into impressive fuel savings. For 
every extra 250 pounds your engine 
hauls, the car loses about one mile 
per gallon in fuel economy. And 
keep in mind removable ski racks 
like roof racks, increase a vehicle's 
aerodynamic drag, so it’s a thrifty 
move to take them down them when 
they are not in use.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great din-

ner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. One win-
ner per month will win a fabulous 
three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on 
Route 131 across the town common 
in historic Sturbridge. Because I'm 
in the business of dispensing tips, 
not inventing them (although I can 
take credit for some), I'm counting 
on you readers out there to share 
your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or 
handy tip that has worked for you?  
Do you have a question regarding 
household or garden matters?  If so, 
why not share them with readers of 
Stonebridge Press newspapers? Send 
questions and/or hints to: Take the 
Hint!, C/o the Southbridge Evening 
News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, MA 
01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com.  
Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Inn.
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“What would 
Barry say?”

One of our favorite holidays to write 
about is Independence Day.  We all 
know the stories of our forefathers, 
John Adams, Sam Adams, George 
Washington, Paul Revere, James 
Madison, Benjamin Franklin and 
Alexander Hamilton, to name a few. 
However, the history is endless.  We 
thought we would shine a light on 
aspects surrounding Independence Day 
that are not commonly known.

The famous painting that depicts 
the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence isn't exactly an accu-
rate portrayal. All of the delegates 
were never together at the same time 
in Philadelphia. The final signing took 
place roughly a month later, on Aug. 2.  
The Declaration was formally dated and 
adopted by Congress on July 4; howev-
er, Congress voted for independence on 
July 2.

Celebrating their new independence, 
soldiers along with civilians tore down 
a statue of King George III and melted 
it into bullets.  In Georgia, people burnt 
the King in effigy and even held a faux 
funeral service. In Philadelphia, the 
King's coat of arms was burned in a bon-
fire. Massachusetts was the first state to 
recognize July 4th as a holiday in 1781.

In 1777, fireworks could be seen in 
the sky and the ringing of bells rang 
through the night in Philadelphia.  
Ships were decorated and lined the 
coast and streamers could be seen flying 
in celebration everywhere.  The oldest 
annual parade takes place in Bristol, 
R.I.  2020 will be the town's 235th consec-
utive celebration, it's start in 1785.

In New England, dining on salmon 
became tradition. The story behind the 
popular cuisine, is due to the influx 
of salmon that summer. Along with 
the salmon, people had peas and turtle 
soup.

One curious fact is that Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams both died 
on July 4, 1826. James Monroe also died 
on the fourth of July in 1831.  President 
Calvin Coolidge was born July 4, 1872.

Left out of mainstream history was 
the story of Crispus Attucks, the first 
to die in the patriot cause. Attucks was 
a black/native American patriot who 
was shot, and the first to fall during the 
1770 Boston Massacre. Attucks was a 
runaway slave who was a rope maker 
and sailor. History says he was shot by 
two musket balls to the chest. In 1778, 
it became legal in Rhode Island for 
free and enslaved blacks to serve the 
cause, with freedom as part of their pay-
ment.Educated by her owners, Phillis 
Wheatley was a well known poet during 
those times. Wheatley was kidnapped 
in West Africa and brought to America.  
At the age of 20, in 1773, she became the 
first African American and third female 
to publish a book of poetry. She even-
tually became free. She also advocated 
for independence, writing in support 
for George Washington’s Revolutionary 
War in her poem, “To His Excellency, 
General Washington.” Washington, 
impressed by her talent invited her to 
a meeting.

In 1958, when Alaska and Hawaii 
were on deck to become states, a histo-
ry teacher assigned his class to design 
a flag, depicting the two new states. 16 
year old Robert Heft, received a B- on the 
project. Unhappy with the mark, Heft 
sent the flag to Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
After the flag was chosen, Heft had his 
grade changed to an A.

Another fun fact is that Thomas 
Jefferson wrote the Declaration on what 
was referred to as a laptop. A writing 
desk that could fit over a person's lap.

In 1778, Washington ordered a double 
ration of rum for soldiers to celebrate 
with.

In 1776, there were roughly 2.5 million 
people living in America. The current 
population is now 325.7 million. 

Wearing an American flag, whether 
it be on a tee-shirt, headband, towel or 
shorts is in violation of the Flag Code.  
The code says that you are in viola-
tion if you sell, display any “article 
of merchandise,  upon which shall 
have been printed, painted, attached, 
or otherwise placed a representation 
of [the flag... in order to] advertise, call 
attention to, decorate, mark, or distin-
guish the article or substance on which 
so placed.”  The code, however, is not 
enforceable.

Keep working 
toward

lifetime goals

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

As the years go by, many of your 
short-term plans may change. But 
you’ll always need to focus on three 
lifetime goals: planning for retire-
ment, preparing for the unexpected 
and creating an estate plan. What 
steps should you take to meet these 
goals?

Let’s start with retirement. 
Throughout your career, you’ll need 
to put away money for a retirement 
that could last two or three decades. 
So, you’ll want to contribute enough 
to your IRA and 401(k) or similar 
employer-sponsored retirement plan 
to provide for your income needs in 
retirement. And you’ll want to fund 
these accounts with a reasonable per-
centage of growth-oriented invest-
ments, based on your comfort with 
risk and how long you have to invest.

But planning for retirement 
involves more than just a general 
commitment to save and invest. You’ll 
also need to envision your retirement 
lifestyle. Will you travel extensively 
or stay close to home, pursuing your 
hobbies? Or are you thinking about 
relocating or spending part of the 
year in a vacation home? Your retire-
ment aspirations will help determine 
how much money you’ll ultimately 
need to live the lifestyle you desire.

And finally, once you are retired, 
you’ll have to ensure you don’t out-
live your resources. Consequently, 
as you begin taking money from your 
retirement accounts and investment 
portfolio, you’ll want to establish a 
sustainable withdrawal rate – one 
that lets you enjoy your retirement 
while accommodating the inevitable 
ups and downs of the financial mar-
kets.

Now, let’s move to the second life-
time goal: planning for the unex-
pected. Even if you budget careful-
ly, you may not always be prepared 
for unplanned costs, such as a need-
ed home improvement. If your cash 
flow can’t meet these expenses, you 
might be forced to dip into your long-
term investments, possibly leading to 
taxes, penalties and fewer funds left 
for retirement. That’s why it’s a good 
idea to maintain an emergency fund 
containing three to six months’ worth 
of living expenses, with the money 
held in a liquid, low-risk account.

Of course, more serious unexpected 
events can also occur. If something 
were to happen to you, could your 
family members maintain their life-
style? Could the mortgage still be 
paid? Could your children continue 
with their higher education plans? 
It’s essential that you maintain suf-
ficient life insurance to meet these 
needs.

The last lifetime goal – creating an 
estate plan – is meant to achieve multi-
ple aims. For example, you may want 
to name someone to make financial 
and medical decisions on your behalf 
should you become incapacitated. If 
you have children, it is important to 
name a guardian should something 
happen to you. It’s also necessary to 
keep your beneficiary designations 
up to date. And you may want to leave 
something to charitable groups.

To meet all these objectives, and 
possibly even more, you’ll need to 
work with a legal professional to 
create the necessary documents and 
arrangements, such as a durable 
power of attorney, a will, a living 
trust and so on. You may also need 
the help of your financial advisor to 
review your beneficiaries and to bal-
ance your estate and legacy goals with 
your other financial objectives.

Life is full of twists and turns, and 
you may change your own course 
along the way. But no matter which 
roads you follow, you’ll still need to 
achieve the three lifetime goals we’ve 
discussed – so keep working toward 
them.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please con-
tact Jeff Burdick, your local Edward 
Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-
347-1420 or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.
com.

Tips to Combat the
Jump at the Pump

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT



I promise I will not discuss the out-
rageous fishing regulations of stripers 
and fluke again this month. Saltwater 
fishing has had its ups and downs 
this past week, but if you were there 
when the bass were feeding, you had 
a great day of fishing, although little 
was legal to bring home for the din-
ner table. Bass fishing was fantastic 
at the canal one day and not so good 
the next. Boat captains of six pack 
boats are also frustrated with the bass 
regulations, and it is costing them big 
money!

The haddock and cod bite on the 
North Shore has been relatively very 
good, although only one cod can be 
retained per angler per day! Jig fish-
ing and anglers using bait, are catch-
ing their limits of haddock. Wolf fish 
are still illegal to keep, and need to be 
sent back to the sea. This great eating 
fish is being protected because of their 
dwindling populations, like most salt-
water species in Massachusetts & 
Rhode Island. Rhode Island cod fish-
ery continues to give up some nice 
market size cod with a daily bag limit 
of 10 fish in that state. Anglers may 
want to consider a charter boat trip to 
fish for cod in Rhode Island. 

Seabass fishing opened June 24 in 
Rhode Island, but the fishing was 
slow. This writer and my fishing 
buddy Matt Fontain, only managed to 
land a couple of nice seabass and one 
legal size fluke. Reports of a lot better 
action out at Block Island was good 
news. We fished in front of the Five 
Cottages area, and the Charlestown 
Breachway, where we were surround-
ed by a few draggers that seemed 

to have a lot better luck than us! I 
was told to fish around the Newport 
Bridge area if I wanted to have better 
luck fishing away from the draggers.

Jerry Gareri, his son John, and a 

couple of other anglers, chartered a 
boat called the "Natural Nine" with 
Captain Dan Smith on Father's Day, 
and landed more than 40 seabass 
among the four fishermen , retain-

 BY SEN. ANNE GOBI AND REP. BRIAN ASHE
The sudden collapse of the Champlain 

Towers condominium in Surfside, Fla. 
last week has left more than 150 people 
unaccounted for, sixteen dead, and count-
less affected at the time of this writing. 
Structural problems first noted during a 
2018 inspection are being scrutinized as a 
potential cause for the destruction but at 
this time the focus remains on clearing 
the rubble and identifying both victims 
and survivors. The investigation into the 
collapse is likely to take months and may 
find no single definitive cause.

As we’ve watched the situation unfold, 
and more information about the avail-
able warning signs has come to light, 
we are reminded of the concrete infra-
structure failures that remain in place 
here in the northeast where thousands of 
homes are deteriorating as a result of a 
rare iron sulfide mineral, pyrrhotite, in 
the concrete aggregate. When exposed to 
water and oxygen the mineral expands, 
causing the concrete to crack in a web 
pattern until it degrades and fails. While 
the mineral is rare it is estimated that 
as many as 2,000 homes in central and 
Western Massachusetts have been built 
with this material, and Connecticut has 
documented and started the repair pro-
cess on more than 1,600 affected homes 
dating back to last year. Massachusetts 
currently has a foundation testing reim-
bursement program in place, refunding 
visual and core sample inspections by 
licensed engineers, but no mechanism 
for funding the actual repairs necessary 
to keep these homes livable. The most 
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To advertise on this page, call June at 
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ATTORNEY

Law Office of Michelle M. Murray
General Practice Attorney with focus on:
Divorce • Custody • Child Support • Modifications

508-885-4405
188 Main Street, Spencer / Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com

AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  

Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

Takes years to build, seconds to break 
and forever to repair

Concrete failures in Florida hit close to home

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

The ups and downs of saltwater fishing

Courtesy

This week's picture shows a well-trained Yellow Lab waiting patiently for his owner to finish some fishing at a recent fishing derby.

ing their legal limit of 20 seabass. 
They fished in the Buzzard Bay area, 
that provide anglers with some great 
fishing during the month of June for 
seabass and super-size scaup. Captain 
Smith is now concentrating his fish-
ing business on the South Shore 
specializing in catching numerous 
ground fish. He will also be targeting 
stripers in the weeks ahead. Give him 
a call at 1-401-402-1963 for your next 
fishing trip.

Local fresh water anglers are still 
catching some impressive largemouth 
bass in local waters. Shiners and plas-
tics are the most popular baits among 
bass anglers, but some anglers are 
doing well on stick baits and surface 
poppers.

The Uncle Josh pork strips have 
no longer being manufactured for a 
number of years now, but have been 
replaced by another product called " 
Fat Cow" jig strips and come in a few 
colors. They are great for fishing both 
fresh and saltwater. The new strips are 
not made out of pig skin, but are a prod-
uct of man-made material, and work 
just as well. They are a favorite for 
fishing for fluke and other ground fish.

With the recent continued hot 
weather during the month of June 
with no end in sight, pets need to be 
brought into a cool place, and given 
plenty of water. This week’s picture 
shows a yellow Lab patiently waiting 
for the fall hunting season, and he will 
not need to wait long. Thinking of pur-
chasing a dog for the upcoming hunt-
ing season 2021?  Do your homework, 
and be sure you are purchasing a good 
one! Find a good breeder and be sure 
to see the parents of the dog. Ask for 
references and bring along someone 
that knows dogs. It does not cost any 
more money to raise a good dog or a 
great one that you will be proud of. 
It is a 10 to 15 year commitment. The 
cost of buying a good pedigree dog can 
run from $1,000 and up! Be sure you 
have the time, money and energy to 
raise your new dog! When you decide 
to purchase a dog for you and your 
family, you will be rewarded with 
years of love & companionship, both 
at home and in the field.

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep Them 
Rods Bending.

are prepared for the journey."
The graduating class hailed from 27 

states: Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Florida, 
Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, 
and Wisconsin. Graduates were also 
from Canada, China, and India.

View the Western New England 
University 2021 Commencement 
Ceremonies at https://www1.wne.edu/
commencement/index.

A model for the "New Traditional 
University," Western New England 
University (WNE) is among just 13 per-
cent of private (5,000 students or less) 
institutions ranked among US News and 
World Report "National Universities" 
and a "Top 100 Engineering Program." 
Known for its supportive environment 
and picturesque campus in Springfield, 
WNE enrolls 3,690 students, including 
2,552 full-time undergraduate, in bach-
elor's, master's, and doctoral degrees 
at its Colleges of Arts & Sciences, 
Business, Engineering, Pharmacy & 
Health Sciences, and School of Law. A 
WNE education provides career-span 
agility through a curriculum ground-
ed in professional/experiential stud-
ies, enhanced by the liberal arts, and 
enriched by mentored research that 
equips graduates to adapt and succeed 
in the workplace of the future.

proven solution currently to remedy the 
problem is to lift the home off of the 
existing foundation and replace it with 
an unaffected one- at a cost of $150,000 to 
$250,000 per house.

The Champlain Towers collapse was 
an issue that could have been remediated 
if the necessary funds were dedicated 
and repairs made. The structural prob-
lems identified in 2018 went unresolved 
and unchecked until they reached a lit-
eral breaking point, a deadly occurrence 
that it is impossible to put a price tag on 
in hindsight. In this case, they had one, 
however: $16.2 million for the total repair 
and restoration at a cost to homeown-
ers ranging from $80,000 for a one-bed-
room unit to more than $300,000 for the 
penthouse suite. High costs, of course, 
particularly for individuals who had pur-
chased the units without knowing the 
underlying structural issues at hand or 
the devastation that might occur if left 
unchecked.

Much like the process with pyrrhotite, 
this was a slow-moving disaster where 
the natural elements exposed issues in 
the building’s construction until the 
materials inevitably failed. While the sci-
ence surrounding the type of decay is dif-
ferent the outcome is the same- the con-
crete deteriorates, people are displaced, 
and lives are changed forever.

With nearly $5 billion in American 
Rescue Plan Act stimulus funding avail-
able to the state we are in a unique posi-
tion where we may be able to address 
monetary shortfalls in rapid fashion, and 
direct funding towards projects that yield 
immediate dividends to our constituents. 
Set into a fund to be appropriated by 
the legislature this money could become 
available in the near future and make an 
enormous impact in our communities.

Given this influx of funding it is 
imperative that we look at problems 
effecting homeowners that haven’t been 
addressed, and we feel that the dete-

riorating homes in our state demand 
attention. We should not shy away from 
acting on this issue because of the price 
tag- the large upfront cost of each individ-
ual repair- particularly at a time when 
the state is awash with cash. Instead of 
continuing to debate the merits of spend-
ing the money to help affected families, 
discussing who should be responsible 
for footing the bill after the courts have 
ruled that the neither the contractors, 
insurance companies, nor bankrupt con-
crete supplier can be held liable, we can 
dedicate money from this pool of federal 
funding to help them directly. This is 
not an unheard of thought; as mentioned 
before the state of Connecticut has estab-
lished a reimbursement program for the 
exact same issue, from the same supplier 
and led by spending over $120 million for 
repairs. It simply requires attention and 
action from the leaders in our state, at a 
time where inaction would be immoral.

House and Senate leaders plan to hold 
public hearings and gather input on how 
to spend the funding in the future, and we 
urge our colleagues to advocate for these 
families in Massachusetts who have 
been dealt a hand directly countering 
the American dream of owning a home 
that you can call your own. These people 
did everything right, followed every step 
they needed to along the path towards 
home ownership which many consider 
their primary asset in life. Failure to 
come to their aid would be akin to letting 
the results of a natural disaster impact 
an area without state or federal help- a 
tornado path that tears up Main Street 
and is never repaired while home values 
plummet and the town suffers. By appro-
priating this money for reimbursement 
in the future, we allow these individuals 
to move forward, safely, towards reme-
diating their homes and give them the 
stability they need without waiting for 
a tragic collapse in our own state to spur 
action.

BYRNE
continued from page    A5
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Our Commitment to you  Integrity  Hard Work  Excellent Service

XSELL REALTY

Century 21 XSELL Realty

Contact us to find more about your neighborhood market & what your home is worth! Inventory is extremely low!  

JUNE’S SINGLE FAMILY HOMES REAL ESTATE MARKET
DUDLEY

June 2020 June 2021 Trend

Median Price $288,200 $456,550 m

Market Volume $4,059,700 $6,370,061 m

# of Homes Sold 14 14 k

Avg Days on Market 60 48 n

Month Supply Inv. 1.63 1.89 m

WEBSTER

Median Price $284,00 $310,000 m

Market Volume $2,269,000 $5,556,211 m

# of Homes Sold 7 16 m

Avg Days on Market 68 19 n

Month Supply Inv. 1.58 .41 n

Worcester - Auburn
(774) 772-7072

Dudley 
(508) 461-7550 

Johnny Wariebi 
(508) 335-5076. 

Monique Golemo 
508-414-0799 

Lisi Velez 
774-289-4641 

Doreen 
Gagliastro 

(774)757-2313

Jammie 
Geddis

774-242-9752

Angela Clark 
508-410-1319

Diane Strzelecki
(508) 335-2384

Jillian DeGrace
(860)315-3636

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

SZYMCZK SELLS LAND!  SZYMCZK SELLS 3 UNITS!  

Be Your Own Landlord

Beacon Park Condominiums
#203 UNIT 6C ~ $315,000
#103 UNIT 103 ~ $315,000
#815 UNIT 815 ~ $369,999

8.6 acres, An over 55 community of single 
family houses, Legacy Landing Development 

Sold and developer will begin work 
61 Airport Rd 

Dudley: 2nd �oor unit will be vacant,  
formerly owners residence.  

Updated kitchen, bath, laundry. 
3rd unit �nished 8-10 years ago – modern 

kitchen and bath. 
1st �oor charming unit with natural  

woodwork. O� street parking.
42 Mill St ~ $379,900

Call For FREE 
Market Analysis

COMING 
SOON!

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 504 Treasure Island! 6 Room 
Townhouse Overlooking the Pool! 1,874 Sq Ft! Stainless 
Steel Applianced Granite Kitchen! Open Floor Plan! Dining 
Room - Full Mirrored Wall - Sliders to the Trex Deck! 2 
Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 Baths! Fireplaced Family Room! 
Garage! Central Air! Gas Heat! CVac! 2 BOAT SLIPS! Sandy 
Beach! Complex Recent Siding & Roof! $389,900.00 

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 51’ Level Waterfront Lot 
w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 
Bathrooms, 3,269’ A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining Rm w/
Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront 
Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! 
Fireplaced Lower Level Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $509,900.00

SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres 
of Privacy! Long Circular Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, 
Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood Floors! Year 
Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/
Master Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 
Skylights! Expandable Attic! Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! 
Central Air! Super Easy Access to Rte 146! $549,900.00

DUDLEY WATERFRONT! 14 Elizabeth St! Sought After Merino Pond, 
AKA High Pond! Full Recreational - All Water Sports and Activities! Your Kids 
will Love the Sandy Beach! 7 Rm Colonial! First Floor Features a Spacious 
Eat-in Country Kitchen w/Tons of Cabinet Space, Plenty of Room for a Huge 
Dining Table, Island w/Lunch Counter, Laundry Closet, Pantry Closet & 
Entry Closet! Comfortable 13 X 26’ Living Rm! Possible Office or Bedroom 
off the Kitchen! Full Tile Bathroom! Second Floor w/4 Possible Bedrooms, 
2 w/Water Views! Convenient Second Full Bathroom! Full Storage 
Basement! 2 Zone Oil Baseboard Heat! Town Services! $379,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $2,149,900.00

ON DEPOSIT

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

NEW PRICE

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

 

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 SORRY SOLD! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

WORCESTER - 28-L BOSTON AVE

Very nicely maintained 5 room, 2 bedroom 
home. Open concept kitchen/living room. 
Many recent updates, including wall to wall 
carpeting! Easy commuter location! 
 assisted sale  $230,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

Webster Lake - 100 Lakeside Ave 
WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL 
SUNSETS! Extraordinary Waterfront Contemporary! 
Architect designed with Lake Living in mind, Custom 
Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding 
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely 
situated on a .25 acre level peninsula, 180’+/- prime lake 
frontage! Enhanced by a all natural shoreline! All you need 
to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2 story foyer, cozy 
fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining , 
formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest 
BR Suite w/private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced 
lake-facing corner master suite w/luxurious private bath, 3 
more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Special! Re-
member, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster - 401 Treasure Island Condo
WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island Townhouse! UNIT# 401 end unit. Year round en-
joyment! Quiet summers on big & beautiful Webster Lake! 6 Rooms Applianced 
Kitchen. Open Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hardwood Floor & Carpet. Master Bed-
room, W/2 Closets, Master Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to Deck & Slider to 
the Patio! Central Air! Central Vac! Very efficient natural gas heat & hot Water! 2 
Boat Slips D10 & D11 in the Private Marina. Heated Pool! Natural Sandy Beach! 
 $439,000.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD FEATURED NEW LISTING  -  WEBSTER - 22 ELAINE STREET 

PUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

FEATURED NEW LISTING – WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET  

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

Bonnett Acres - Beautiful Residential Neighborhood! 3 bedroom 
Ranch, Hardwoods, cabinet packed kitchen!  Tile bath, partially finished 
lower level! 20’ X 12’ deck! Garage! all on a nice level lot. Private well 
plus town water & sewer!  A must see. $255,000.

ON DEPOSIT

SHREWSBURY • 15 ABBEY LN UNIT 15 

Detached Condo Brand Spankin New - 2 Bedroom, 2 
Bath, all Hardwood Flrs, Granite C-tops Throughout. 
Crown Moldings Raised panels, Chair rails PictureFrame 
Mouldings. Central air/Vac. High end Appliances Packed! 
 assisted sale  $480,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

WEBSTER - 99 UPPER GORE ROAD

Location! Scenic Upper Gore! “BIRDS 
EYE VIEW” of Webster Lake! Spacious 
Tr-Level. 2,279 sf., 4 BRS,1 full Bath, 2 
half baths. Inground pool. 2 Car Garage

$275,000. 

STAMFORD CT - 57 BARHOLM AVENUE 

Beautiful Stone faced. 8 room Colonial, 4 bedroom, 
3 Full baths, one Half bath. Stone fireplace. 2236 
Sq. Ft. living area. Walk up attic.  2 car garage. 
Heated by Natural Gas, Town Water. 
  assisted sale  $660,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

FEATURED 
NEW 

LISTING!

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appli-
ances.central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished 
living area., and so much more!  $319,900.

2 THUMBS UP! A RARE FIND!  A TRULY 
ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP NOTCH~HIGH 
QUALITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, 
CLEAN, UPDATED & EXTREMELY WELL 
MAINTAINED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 SF+- & 3 
BRs on the 2nd Flr.  Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- 
& 2 BRs on the 1st floor. Perfect setup for 
the INLAWS or MORTGAGE HELPERS. 
1st Flr. HWBB By Oil, 2nd Flr apt. HWBB 

by natural gas. Spacious Rooms, High Ceilings, impeccable hardwood flrs & solid doors. granite 
tops, laundry hookups in ea. unit. Incredible Common Areas to Enjoy like the L-Shaped Covered 
Farmers Porch! Level Lot!   $399,900.

REAL ESTATE



the Wednesday, Hump Day, Hitchcock 
Summer Concert series get you through 
to the weekend. These free concerts are 
brought to you through the generosi-

ty of our Maestro Sponsors: Country 
Bank, First American Insurance, and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council.

We continue to work to bring you 
new programming throughout the sum-
mer.  Check our Facebook page and our 
website for the latest information.

ment Town Meeting's wish to exer-
cise “first refusal” rights and buy 
four abutting parcels off Fiske Hill 
Road. Bridges said he'd received doc-

uments a few days earlier stating 
that the seller had negotiated a price 
of $155,000 with a private buyer, and 
the town has to match that.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com.
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

Our Families  
working hard for 

your Family’s Real 
Estate needs.

DeVries Dolber Realty, LLC
971 Providence Road

Whitinsville, MA 01588 
www.devriesdolber.com

Angela Dolber 
508-826-8553 

angela@devriesdolber.com

Janet Dolber  
508-887-5136 

janet@devriesdolber.com

Randy & Shirley DeVries
(The DeVries Team)

508-320-1018
randy@devriesdolber.com
shirley@devriesdolber.com

Licensed in MA, CT & RI

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

REAL KNOWLEDGE

REAL EXPERIENCE

REAL DEDICATION

REAL RESULTS
Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Call for a 
Real Estate Consultation 

For Buying, Selling 
or Both

Donna Flannery  508-885-6665
donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

Spencer – Wire Village Rd – New construction! Split Entry, 3 bdrm, 
2.5 ba. 2 acre lot, vaulted ceilings, hardwood flooring in livingroom 

& kitchen, granite, cherry cabinetry, deck off the kitchen! Front to 
back Mastersuite w/ large walk-in closet. Bonus room & 1/2 bath on 

the lower level. CENTRAL AIR! $489,900.

Spencer – Candlewood Dr – Reserve your spot in a new one level 
home or townhouse in phase 2 of Candlewood Estates! Generous 

allowances, NO monthly fees. FHA/central air by propane, gas fire-
place, vaulted ceilings, master suite with private full bath. Hardwood 

flooring, granite countertops. $385,000

Sturbridge – Main St – Quick occupancy – Duplex style.  
Town water & sewer. Main roof was updated last year, new hot water 

tank (apt A), paved driveway, new gas furnace (apt B). Investment 
for 1st time homebuyer looking for a mortgage helper. 

$314.900

Spencer – High St - Craftsman style 3 bdrm, 2 bath home poised 
on a great corner lot! Beautiful, original woodwork, accents, 

hardwood flooring! 3 season porch, formal dining room, covered 
back porch. Updated roof, some windows, blown in insulation. 

$299,900

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 38 years of combined  

real estate experience 
 to work for you!” Kayleen Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

fourth owner, who accepted proclama-
tions from the State House celebrating 
his business.

The new location, a former garage and 
equipment office, allows the brewery 
to expand its operations and business 
model.

“We wanted to have a production 
facility that we owned,” said Jonas 
Noble, the head brewer and operations 
manager with Rapscallion, in a previ-
ous interview.

The process of brewing signature 
products is far more involved and 
time-consuming than many might 
assume. The fermentation process can 
last between a week and 14 days, and the 
finished product takes about 20 days.

On July 2, guests took a tour through 
the brewery and learned about the pro-
cess from start to finish. With an exten-
sive array of equipment at its Spencer 
production facility, the Rapscallion 
team has everything it needs to create 
and ship high-quality products. 

The newly acquired facility also 

enables area residents, customers, and 
brewing aficionados to visit and learn 
about the process. Moreover, the recent-
ly opened taproom allows guests to sam-
ple products on site. 

It took a major effort for the 
Rapscallion team to convert the facility. 
Trench drains were installed, the floors 
were painted, a bar was added to the tap-
room, and a moving company was hired 
to transport all of the equipment from 
Sturbridge – all during a pandemic that 
caused delays and complicated planning 
phases.

New hours for the taproom are 2-9 
every day. The business is starting a 
home brew club, and staff members will 
also support renovation efforts at Luther 
Hill Park and other local projects. The 
goal is to be active and involved in the 
community, Daniel said.

The brewery also operates restau-
rants in Concord and Acton. Beer pro-
duced at the Spencer facility will be 
shipped to those locations.

To learn more about the latest devel-
opments at the brewery, visit www.
DrinkRapscallion.com. Guests are 
reminded to continue bringing their 

Kevin Flanders

Local officials celebrate with the Rapscallion Brewery team.

Kevin Flanders

State Representatives Peter Durant, left, and Donald Berthiaume, right, celebrate with 
Rapscallion Brewery officials Cedric Daniel, second right, and Jonas Noble.

Kevin Flanders

Sen. Anne Gobi celebrates with the Rapscallion Brewery team.

RAPSCALLION
continued from page    A1

HITCHCOCK
continued from page    A1

AMAZON
continued from page    A1

own food to the taproom, but brewery 
leaders are hoping to work with local 
food vendors in the future.

The brewery also celebrates its newly 

minted Mug Members, with 20 mem-
bers already joining the new Spencer 
location.

•The Charlton Villager•11www.StonebridgePress.com Friday, July 9, 2021
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Division

Worcester Probate and Family 
Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA  01608

Docket No. WO21P1171GD
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT

OF GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED PERSON 

PURSUANT TO 
G.L.c. 190B, §5-304 

In the matter of:  
Judy M Raymond

Of:  Sturbridge, MA
RESPONDENT  

Alleged Incapacitated Person
To the named Respondent and all 

other interested persons, a petition 
has been filed by Kelly D Sharpe, of 
Sturbridge MA in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Judy M Raymond 
is in need of a Guardian requesting 
that Kelly D Sharpe, of Sturbridge 
MA, (or some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to serve 
Without Surety on the bond. The peti-
tion asks the court to determine that 
the Respondent is incapacitated, that 
a protective order or appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and that 
the proposed Guardian is appropriate.  
The petition is on file with this court.
You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this court on or 
before 10:00 A.M. on the return date of 
07/13/2021. This day is NOT a hearing 

date, but a deadline date by which you 
have object to the account(s). If you 
fail to file the written appearance and 
objection by said return date, action 
may be taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you, including the allow-
ance of the account(s). Additionally, 
within thirty days after said return day 
(or within such other time as the Court 
upon motion may order), you must 
file a written affidavit of objections 
stating the specific facts and grounds 
upon which each objection is based 
and a copy shall be served upon the 
Guardian pursuant to Rule 3 of the 
Supplemental Rules of the Probate & 
Family Court. You have the right to 
send to the Guardian, by registered 
or certified mail, a written request to 
receive a copy of the Petition and 
account(s) at no cost to you. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this proceeding may 
limit or completely take away the 
above-named person’s right to make 
decisions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named per-
son. If the abovenamed person cannot 
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court. 
Date: June 16, 2021
Stephanie K. Fattman 
Register of Probate 
July 9, 2021

LEGALS
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at  
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS

furniture, tools, jewelry, linens, 
lamps, cook ware, clothes, books, 
games, DVDs, Christmas items, 

rugs and more!
Something for everyone!

NEIGHBORHOOD  
YARD SALE

5 Founders Court, Oxford MA 
(off Rocky Hill Rd)

July 10th and 11th
8am to 2pm 

(no early birds please)

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

ITEMS FOR SALE
Nordic Track GX5 Pro $250.00

Dining Table and Chairs $150.00
Large Wood Cradle $60.00

Single Wood Chairs $25/each
1988-1992  

Auto Repair Manual $50.00
1965 Jules Feiffer  

Hard Cover Comic Book $50.00
Elvis Presley  

Cardboard Silhouette $40.00
Elvis Presley Card Collection $75.00
1923 Printers Specimen Book Catalog 

$100.00
Printers Antique Drawers  

$25.00/each
1953-1961 National Archives 

 Peace and Prosperity $100.00
Many Commercial Light Fixtures

Wood Tea Cart $75.00
Coffee Table $75.00

Small Wood Trunk $75.00
Rocking Chair $60.00

Call 508-764-4458

Trailer
For Sale

with enclosed porch 
located at Indian Ranch, 

Webster, site G13. 
Completely furnished.  
All appliances included 
and extras. Refrigerator,  

combo wash/dry,  
A/C, Heat. View at 

www.indianranch.com. 

Contact Arthur or 
Sage 508-892-4576.

Estate Sale 
Items available to see in 

Southbridge MA 
Monday- Wednesday-Friday 

12pm to 7 pm. 
Tuesday-�ursday-Weekends 

10am to 7pm. 

Please call 845-422-5841  
for appointment.

Two older quiet females looking 
for a 2 bedroom apartment or 

house in Spencer or surrounding 
towns. I was born and raised  

in Spencer. 
Please call Barbara Gaucher 

at 978-503-8686.

2-BEDROOM APARTMENT 
WANTED

�e family of the 
late Emile Gaucher 
is selling some of his 
artwork.  
He received many 
awards and he was an original member of 
the Massasoit Art Guild. Please call or text 
Barbara Gaucher at 978-503-8686.

PROFESSIONAL ARTIST 
PAINTINGS FOR SALE

CAMPER & PORCH  
STRUCTURE FOR SALE

HIDE-AWAY-COVE Family 
Campground, Killingly CT

$4800.00 with everything included 
(furniture, pots pans, dishes…) 

 full size fridge heat and hot water,  
full bathroom, sleeps 5.

Additional seasonal campground fee of 
$2150.00 from  

May 1- Columbus Day Weekend.  
Can make payment through the season 

First few payments 
 for 2021 are on us!!  
($1,350 SAVINGS) 

CALL  401-829-7790

Library Pages 
Town of Charlton

�e Town of Charlton seeks to �ll  
2 part-time (12 hour) Page positions. 

Under the general direction of the 
Library Director, the Page is  

responsible for performing basic  
library services and clerical work in 
the Library. Hourly rate is $13.50/hr. 
For job description and to apply for 

this position, please go to https://www.
townofcharlton.net/158/Human-Re-
sources no later than July 17, 2021.

�e Town of Charlton is an equal opportunity 
employer and encourages diversity.

WE ARE HIRING!
Apply at

www.cadybrookcannabis.com

Surplus Vehicles and Equipment
Auburn Water District accepting

sealed bids for trucks, tractors, boat 
generators and trailer. 

Bid deadline 9:00 AM July 27, 2021
Details at 

www.auburnwater.com

AUCTION

If you enjoy helping others then why not �nd out about the personal 
and �nancial bene�ts of being a Shared Living Provider with Open 
Sky’s Shared Living Program.

Our Shared Living programs allow adults with disabilities to become 
part of a host family, with all of the bene�ts and responsibilities that 
sharing a life and a household entail. �e Shared Living Provider 
helps the individual connect with the wider community and provides 
the necessary personal assistance and training they may need. Open 
Sky’s visiting nurses, clinician and service coordinators stand ready to 
provide you with the expert training, tools and assistance you will need 
to successfully support and improve their life and yours.

For more information and to start the process please call  
508-266-6576 or email diane.pickett@openskycs.org

Visit our website at www.openskycs.org  
or our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/openskycsorg

A Home Changes 
Everything 

Become a Shared Living 
Provider Today

DOUGLAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2 Full-Time Custodian positions 

 High School (2:00 PM - 10:00PM)
 Primary/Middle Schools (10:00AM – 6:00PM)

 Hours and school building are subject to change
Positions are open until filled.

Interested candidates should send a letter of interest, 
resume, and three recent letters of recommendation to:

Jeffrey Kollett, Facilities Manager,  
21 Davis Street, Douglas, MA  01516

We are also looking for substitute custodians  
on an as needed basis

All appointments are conditional based on a  
satisfactory CORI and SAFIS Background check  

per 603 CMR 51.00

The Douglas Public Schools is committed to maintaining 
a work and learning environment free from discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 
pregnancy, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital/
civil union status, ancestry, place of birth, age, citizen-
ship status, veteran status, political affiliation, genetic 
information or disability, as defined and required by state 
and federal laws. Additionally, we prohibit retaliation 
against individuals who oppose such discrimination and 
harassment or who participate in an equal opportunity 
investigation.

10’ JON BOAT 
FOR SALE

$200 �rm • Cash only

508-723-4487
Ask for Dick

Hiring? 
Reach  
More 
Local Applicants

Rather than go online where you are bound to get applicants  
from all over the world who click on every open job, why not advertise local-

ly, where you will get qualified, local applicants for your local job.

Help Wanted

Email: ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone: (508) 909-4105

•The Auburn New
•Blackstone Valley Tribune
•Spencer New Leader 
•Southbridge News

•Webster Times
•Sturbridge Villager
•Charlton Villager

•Woodstock Villager
•Thompson Villager
•Putnam Villager 
•Killingly Villager

Contact Your Sales  
Representative Today.

508-764-4325
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