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CMS Chamber welcomes

new boar

REGION — The
Chamber of Central
Mass. South is very

pleased to welcome Erika
Travinski, CEO at The
Center of Hope, as the
Chair of the Chamber’s
Board of Directors.

Travinski will serve a
one-year term which com-
menced when she pre-
sided over the Chamber
Board Meeting held on
Dec. 10. The Chamber is
thrilled to have her expe-
rience, dedication and
leadership at the helm of
the Chamber’s Board.

“Erika has been a
fantastic contributor to
our Board of Directors,”
said Alexandra McNitt,
Executive Director of
the Chamber. “She has
a sharp mind, quick wit
and a deep appreciation
for our community. I
am excited to have her
support as Chair of our
Board during this tumul-
tuous time. Her pragmat-
ic leadership coupled
with her sense of compas-
sion is just what we need
right now.”

Travinski replaces the
Board’s Immediate Past
Chair Laurie Cashman,
of Yellow Iris Farm, to
whom the Chamber is
most grateful for her
service and leadership
during a very challeng-
ing year.

Erika Travinski is the
Chief Operating Officer
at the Center of Hope
Foundation, where she
is part of the executive
team that oversees a
non-profit agency that

Erika Travinski

serves more than 700
individuals. She has been
an advocate for individ-
uals with disabilities for
more than 25 years. Her
dedication to helping the
disability community
has improved the lives
of countless individuals
and their families.

Travinski  graduat-
ed from Northeastern
University with a BA
in Psychology. She con-
tinued her education
at Assumption College
where she graduated with
her masters, Certificate
of Advanced Graduate
Studies in Rehabilitation
Counseling and a
Certified Rehabilitation
Counselor Certification.

During her career,
she has worked with

Central One
Federal Credit
Union offers

scholarships

REGION — Central
One Federal Credit Union
is now accepting appli-
cations through April 1
for their 2021 Academic
Scholarships for grad-
uating students from
Algonquin Regional High
School, Auburn High
School, Shrewsbury High
School, and Westborough
High School.

Eligibility = require-
ments for the academic
scholarships are as fol-
lows:

-Students must be grad-
uating in May 2021 and
be entering a four year
accredited program in
the fall of 2021 and major-
ing in Business and/or
Finance.

-Consideration will be
based on academic merit,
school activities/commu-
nity involvement, and
need.

Each school will have
one recipient selected
from their eligible appli-
cants. One $4,000 award
will be payable at $1,000
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per year while enrolled
in a four-year program
at an accredited college
or university. Three (3)
$1,000 awards are one-
time awards, payable to
the student with proof of
attendance.

All applications and
requested documentation
must be dropped off at
any Central One branch
location or emailed to
member_support@cen-
tralfcu.com by April 1,
2021.

For more information
and to download the appli-
cation form, visit https://
www.centralfcu.com/
scholarships

About Central One
Federal Credit Union
Central One Federal
Credit Union is a not-
for-profit financial insti-

tution that provides
members with excellent,
personalized  service.

Central One provides a
wide range of savings,
deposit and loan products
designed for the local
community, and has
branches in Shrewsbury,
Westborough,
Northborough and
Auburn; as well as
school-branches in both
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both children and adults
ensuring that everyone
was given the opportuni-
ties to live the most ful-
filling life. Erika’s com-
passion and kindness has
touched the lives of so
many.

d chair

Travinski is very
involved in advocating
legislatively for people
with disabilities, is a
member of the Board of
Governors for the Tri-
Community YMCA and
is committed to the busi-
ness community with her
work with the Chamber
of Central Mass South.

Come grow with your
Chamber of Commerce,
the leading advocate
for local business since
1945. The Chamber of
Central Mass South
serves the towns of
Sturbridge, Southbridge,
Charlton, Brimfield,
The Brookfields,
Holland, Spencer, Wales,
Warren and Northern
Connecticut and is an
affiliate of the Worcester
Regional Chamber of
Commerce. If it is time
for you to grow your busi-
ness and join a dedicated
and passionate business
community, visit the
Chamber of Central Mass
South online at cms-
chamber.org or reach the
office at 508-347-2761.

State offers
grant funding
to small
businesses

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION - Gov.

Charlie Baker recently

announced additional grant funding to assist strug-

gling small businesses.

Last week, Baker announced $45.3 million in
grants for approximately 1,100 small businesses.
The funds will be provided as part of the fifth
round of the state’s COVID-19 Small Business

Grant Program.

The majority of the businesses set to receive the
latest round of grants are restaurants, bars, and
retail stores. The funding comes as many local
business owners continue to struggle through a

punishing winter.

“Our administration remains committed to sup-
porting the needs of businesses as we continue to
navigate the pandemic and its economic impact,”
Baker said. “We are pleased to award this latest
round of grants to help small businesses cover
expenses like payroll, rent, and utilities. We look
forward to getting more funding into the hands
of small businesses across the Commonwealth as
soon as possible to support their recovery.”

To date, the Baker-Polito Administration has
awarded more than $277 million in financial sup-
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Worcester Art Museum’s
Flora in Winter goes virtual

WORCESTER — Flora
in Winter, the Worcester
Art Museum’s winter flo-
ral extravaganza, will be
offered to the public virtu-
ally this year. One of the
region’s most anticipated
annual events, Flora in
Winter displays flower
arrangements inspired
by art in the Museum’s
collection and created
by top floral designers
from throughout central
Massachusetts. Due to
COVID-related capaci-
ty restrictions this win-
ter, a limited number of
tickets to enjoy Flora in
person will be available
for Museum members
only. However, a virtual
guided tour of all 24 inter-
pretive arrangements
throughout the Museum
will make the stunning
beauty of Flora available
for all to enjoy in the com-

fort of their own homes.

Called “Passport to
Virtual Flora,” the online
package will include a
tour of all floral arrange-
ments and displays—
led by one of Flora’s
Co-chairs—plus a vari-
ety of online programs
and demonstrations by
floral design and art his-
tory experts. “Passport
to Virtual Flora” will
be available free for
Members; $40 for non-
members. Museum
members will automat-
ically receive a link to
the “Passport” package.
Nonmembers can pur-
chase alink to “Passport”
on the Museum’s Web
site:  worcesterart.org/
flora.

This year’s Flora in
Winter chairpersons are
Kathy Michie, Sarah

Ribeiro, and Kim Cutler.
Their team oversees the
event and maintains the
flora designs throughout
the four days. Flora in
Winter is supported in
part by the Bernard G.
and Louise B. Palitz Fund
and the Spear Fund for
Public Programs.

“Passport to Virtual
Flora”
A virtual Flora in
Winter programming
package

“Passport to Virtual
Flora” brings the beauty
and excitement of Flora
in Winter to participants
anywhere in the world.
This virtual program-
ming package—inspired
by the Worcester
Wedding Kimono, spe-
cially commissioned
from Chiso, the revered
466-year-old Kyoto-based

kimono house and on
view at the Museum—
can be enjoyed an unlim-
ited number of times
after Feb. 25.

Free for Members and
$40 for nonmembers,
“Passport to Virtual
Flora” provides access to
all Flora online program-
ming. Following com-
pletion of advance pur-
chase, guests will receive
a “Passport to Virtual
Flora” link via email on
the first day ofFlora in
Winter — Feb. 25 at 10
a.m. “Passport to Virtual
Flora” is on sale now
through Sunday, Feb. 28
at 6 p.m., and can be pur-
chased at worcesterart.
org/flora.

“Passport to Virtual
Flora” will include the
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THIRD PLACE FINISH

Auburn High School’s chapter of We The People celebrate placing third at the state competition on Jan. 30. Photo
courtesy of the high school’s Twitter feed.

Courtesy




2 o THE AUBURN NEwWs e Friday, February 12, 2021

Hitchcock Academy lines up a Fabulously Fun February

BRIMFIELD — Hitchcock Academy
presents a fabulous social distanc-
ing community event just in time for
February vacation. It’s a car based
Scavenger Hunt, sponsored by West
Wind Farm in Brimfield.

The Hunt is a fun adventure for
friends and families, which will lead
them throughout Brimfield and the sur-
rounding towns to earn points. Some of
the clues are easy, but all of the clues
will make you think while you learn
local lore and visit areas of geographical
interest. Teams will be given February
vacation week to complete the hunt to
accommodate for any weather event
that may pop up. Although the expec-
tation is that no team will get every
clue, the adventure is set up to bring
maximum enjoyment. Prizes will be
awarded to the top five highest scoring
teams. Some clues will get an automatic
entry into araffle. The list of clues will
be emailed to teams and posted on the
Hitchcock Academy Scavenger Hunt
Event Page at noon February 16 and
teams will have until 5 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 20 to finish.

Interested participants can go
to Hitchcock Academy’s website and
register a team at the Scavenger Hunt

Event for a fee of $20. “Scavengers”
must provide a photo of their team
and team name prior to the noon Feb.
16 start. Teams earn points by taking
a picture of the entire team with each
clue they find and posting it to the site.
Winners will be announced online and
notified via email the following week
after all team posts have been verified
and points have been tallied. Teams
will be required to follow state laws and
COVID-19 advisories including social
distancing and mask guidelines when-
ever appropriate throughout the quest.

It’s February and Punxsutawney Phil
has predicted six more weeks of winter
but that’s no reason for us to not look on
the bright side! After all, each day the
sun is shining a bit longer and brighter
in the sky, so we are going to make a
Fabulously Fun February! Hitchcock
Academy will shine a special light
on hope, kindness, and love with the
continuation of our Community Tree.
Through February a tree, decorated
in a Valentine theme, will serve as an
open invitation to community members
to fill its branches with a “heart” felt
message.

Executive Director Cindy Skowyra
says, “The past months have been chal-

lenging in so many ways, so we are
trying to find creative ideas to be a
beacon of light for the community and
bring attention to all that is still good in
the world. We’ve converted one of our
Christmas Trees for people to leave a
message of kindness, hope, or inspira-
tion for their neighbors and the world.”

There are blank heart notes and mark-
ers available on Hitchcock Academy’s
porch so anyone can stop by any time
and pen a note of love, of encourage-
ment, or of gratitude to a spouse, part-
ner, a friend - anyone. You can also
bring your own ornament to help fill
the branches of the tree.

Hitchcock will also use its
Facebook and Instagram platforms
to encourage people to participate in
activities to find enjoyment in the many
“National” day celebrations through-
out the month such as National Make a
Friend Day, Random Acts of Kindness
Day, Love Your Pet Day and Pokémon
Day. There will also be a Brimfield
based brain teaser. Keep checking our
Facebook for more ways to have fun this
February with Hitchcock Academy!
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Cornerstone Bank to award

SOUTHBRIDGE —Cornerstone Bank,
a community bank with 12 locations
throughout central Massachusetts, will
be awarding sixteen $2,000 scholar-
ships to students in the area it serves.

A Step Ahead @
Family Child
‘A progressive approach Care Center

to family child care”

Your child deserves quality child care

A Step Stiead is a licensed family child care
Jacility in Auburn using classroom technology to
enhance the hands-on curriculum with experienced
Infant * Toddler * Pre-School teachers
to help your child learn & grow

Large outdoor play area  Safe family neighborhood

* Meals Provided *

Call today for more information!
Auburn, MA . (508) 767-1214

Cornerstone Bank is hoping to help 2021
high school graduates throughout their
community pursue higher education
and foster advancement in the fields of
business and finance. The sixteen schol-
arships will be awarded to the students
who best demonstrate achievement in
academics, extracurricular activities
and community involvement.

“Making sure the future leaders of
America get a great education is so
important to us at Cornerstone Bank,”
said CEO Todd Tallman. “We are excit-
ed to be able to help students achieve
their dreams every year to go into the
business or finance industries. Access
to a good education can be difficult for
many students,

sixteen $2,000 scholarships

them to reach their goals.”

To apply for a scholarship, the stu-
dent must:

Be a 2021 high school graduate

Reside within 10 miles of a
Cornerstone Bank branch or office

Anticipate being a full-time student
at an accredited, degree-granting insti-
tution of higher education

Anticipate studying in a business or
financial field

Demonstrate achievement and high
standards in academics, extracurricu-
lar activities, and community involve-
ment

Submit an official transcript and GPA
from their guidance office

especially with
how difficult this
past year has
been, so we hope
the help we are
able to provide
to this group of
graduates helps

Becker College announces
Dean’s List for School of
Graduate & Professional Studies
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HUMANE SOCIETY
OF HOPXINTON

Small Shelter Big Heart

Meet Liona and Griffin, 6 month old female & male domestic shorthair kit-
tens. This bonded duo is striking to look at. Thay have the softest fur. Liona
and Griffin are new and we are learning about them. They are nervous and get
scared of loud noises. Liona is more nervous than Griffin. They are looking
for an adult home who will be patient with them. They love to play and some
of their favorite toys are the turbo scratcher, wand toys, and ping pong balls.
Once they are comfortable they like to sit with you and snuggle. We believe at
this time they are too nervous to live with a dog To learn more about Liona and
Griffin and our Covid process please adopt@baypathhumane.org

500 Legacy Farms North - Hopkinton, MA 01748

To be a sponsor for a future POW
please contact June at jsima@stonebridgepress.news or call 508-909-4062

Please Support our Sponsor!

& HARDWARE

LUMBER

Featured Brands

Benjamin Moore

665 Church St. 12 Douglas St. | 82 Worcester St. | 309 West Strest
Whitinsville, MA Uxbridge, MA No. Grafton, MA Milford, MA

508-234-4545 508-278-5400 508-839-6526 508-467-0303
Mon-Sat 7-5 Mon-Sat 7-5 Mon-Sat 7-5 Mon-Sat 7-5

Please visit our website for
more locations and more information:
WWW.KOOPMANLUMBER.COM
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WORCESTER — Becker College is proud to announce the
Graduate & Professional Studies Dean’s List for the Fall 2020
semester.

The Dean’s List recognizes all full-time students (24 or more
credit hours earned for the academic year; 12 minimum each
semester - September through May) whose term grade point
average is 3.50 or higher with no grade below a B- and no
incomplete (I) or withdrawal/failing (WF) grades.

Jerrica Bradshaw of Auburn

Diane Longobardi of Auburn

Founded in 1784, Becker College is an undergraduate and
graduate, career-focused private college, providing a sup-
portive and inclusive learning community that prepares
graduates for their first to last careers. Nearly 1,700 stu-
dents from the United States and around the world attend
Becker College, which has campuses both in Worcester and
Leicester, Massachusetts. With nationally recognized pro-
grams in nursing, game design and animal studies, Becker
has been consistently ranked as a “Best College” for under-
graduate education by The Princeton Review.
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Shrewsbury’s Own...

Serving Worcester County for
almost 60 years!

We accept
most major
credit cards
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In addition, the student must choose
one of the following prompts and sub-
mit a one-page typed essay:

1. Arethere any challenges you have
had to overcome in your high school
career?

OR

2. What are your goals for the future,
and how will this scholarship assist you
in meeting them?

Applications must be submitted or
postmarked to Cornerstone Bank by
April 5, 2021. Please send all applica-
tions toscholarships@cornerstone-
bank.com, or mail to Cornerstone Bank
Scholarship Committee: P.O. Box 370,
Southbridge, MA, 01550. Selected recip-
ients will be announced by the week of
May 24, 2021. Scholarship funds will be
disbursed to the student after success-
ful completion of the first semester, and
upon presentation of an official copy of
the first semester transcript and second
semester bill.

For more information, and to down-
load the application form, please
visit cornerstonebank.com/scholar-
ships/.

About Cornerstone Bank

Cornerstone Bank is an independent,
mutual savings bank serving residents,
businesses and communities through-
out Central Massachusetts. Our cus-
tomer promise, Built on Trust, is not
just a brand, but also a corporate focus.
Whether a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone Bank rests on
the foundation that relationships are
built on trust. Deposits are insured in
full by a combination of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation and the
Depositors Insurance Fund. The Bank is
an Equal Opportunity Employer, Equal
Housing Lender and SBA Preferred
Lender. To learn about Cornerstone
Bank’s personal and business banking
offerings, please visit cornerstonebank.
com or call 800-939-9103.

ALMANAC

REAL ESTATE
AUBURN

$448,500, 21 Hill St, Goodrich,
Howard W, and Goodrich, Doreen
M, to Correa, Ricky J, and Correa,
Amanda.

$437,200, 24 Heard St, Lewis, Eric L,
and Brady, Susan G, to Fusco, Nicole
A, and Fusco, Brandon.

$399,900, 25 Paul St, Maintanis
IRT, and Dolan, Maria E, to Soutra,
Joseph, and Soutra, Hannah.

$389,900, 31 Lorna Dr, Germain,
Daniel J, and Germain, Alison, to
Korry-Smith, Shaun, and Shakya,
Pratistha.

$360,000, 41 Walsh Ave, Correa,
Ricky J, and Correa, Amanda,
to Moody, Andrew A, and Moody,
Monique M.

$312,000, 38 Highland  St,
Montezuma, Ruben, and Vancelette,
Christine, to Redmond, Monica.

$240,000, 503 Forest Park Dr #503,
Bailey, Kelly J, to Gnieski, Michael,
and Gnieski, Miriam.

$185,000, 7 Aurilla St, Peterson
Dorothy Ann Est, and Soderberg-
Gomez, Karen, to Murad, Lynda.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Country Bank supports community with
more than $1.3 million in donations

WORCESTER — Country Bank, a
full-service financial institution serv-
ing central and western Massachusetts,
proudly reported donations and spon-
sorships for 2020, totaling $1.3 million.
Throughthebank’sphilanthropicefforts,
it provides support to local non-profits
throughout the communities it serves;
in 2020, more than 400 of these organi-
zations received generous donations.
The pandemic has left businesses and
individuals facing continued looming
uncertainties. Many non-profits strug-
gled from the economic fallout, and
they looked to community partners like
Country Bank for assistance. Country
Bank donated more than $500,000 to
area hospitals and first responder hous-
ing efforts to provide the financial and
tangible emergency resources needed
to support their mission during the
pandemic.

“On behalf of the Southbridge Hotel,
we are enormously grateful to the peo-
ple at Country Bank for their support
in assisting with the critical housing
needs of the public safety persons and
hospital staff in Southbridge. The lead-
ership demonstrated by their President
and CEO, Paul Scully, is remarkable.
As one of our most important lenders,

Country Bank has once again demon-
strated a strong civic commitment and
a true partnership with the business
community, a partnership that goes
above and beyond expectations,” stat-
ed Chip Norton, Manager, of Franklin
Realty Advisors LLC, and part owner of
the Southbridge Hotel and Conference
Center.

Other organizations receiving sup-
port included the Boys and Girls Club
of Worcester, the Greater Worcester
Community Foundation, Why Me and
Sherry’s House, Provision Ministry,
and the Worcester Youth Center.

Recognizing the importance and over-
whelming need to help organizations
that address hunger, Country Bank
provided monetary donations to food
programs throughout the region that
exceeded $100,000. The recipients of
these funds included The Mustard Seed,
St. John’s Food Program, the Worcester
County Food Bank, and many local food
pantries.

“As a community partner, we care
deeply about the sustainability of our
communities. As such, and in recog-
nizing the burdens that our communi-
ties have experienced throughout this
year, we were honored to offer support

during what has been the most stressful
time in our history. Supporting and
enriching our communities is not only
a part of our mission; it’s simply who
we are as an organization,” stated Paul
Scully, President and CEO of Country
Bank.

2021 will continue to provide chal-
lenges to the non-profit sector, and they
will once again rely heavily on their
community bank partners to help them
with their mission to help those they
serve. Community banks are a critical
resource and will be called upon to
continue with much needed additional
assistance in 2021.

To learn more about Country Bank’s
charitable giving program, visit www.
countrybank.com/about-us.

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service mutual
community bank serving central and
western Massachusetts with 14 offic-
es in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield,
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham,
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton,
and Worcester. Country Bank is a mem-
ber of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM network.
Country Bank can be reached at 800-322-
8233 or online at countrybank.com.

Shepherd Hill Global Studies trip

postponed again

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

DUDLEY/CHARLTON - Shepherd
Hill Regional High Schools students will
have to wait a little longer to explore the
world beyond the United States. Due to
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the
Global Studies trip to Europe has once
again been postponed after being put
on hold in early 2020 as the COVID-19
pandemic first began to take its toll on
the national stage.

Mary Pierangeli, who is coordinating
the trip, said at a January meeting of
the Regional School Committee that
she believes international and global
awareness is essential to the education
of Shepherd Hill students which is why
these trips overseas are so important.
Sadly, though the pandemic has caused
many countries to keep their borders
closed and thus made travel either
impossible or extremely complicated
requiring quarantines and COVID test-
ing both upon arrival and return to the

United States.

“Last March, the trips to Eastern
Europe were cancelled and many of
those students moved to the 2021 trip.
I certainly never thought that a year
later we would be dealing with the same
problem. However, the pandemic is not
showing any sign of slowing down at
the present time. Although we have
two approved vaccines, the rollout of
those vaccines has been slower than
anticipated and the establishment of
that heard immunity that would signal
a beginning of more or less normal
has been delayed. This problem doesn’t
exist just in the U.S., it exists all over
the world. The European Union has
closed its borders to most countries.
They are also distributing the vaccine,
but according to what I've read there is
less availability, and they might not be
able to immunize as quickly as we are
in the United States,” Pierangeli said.

She also noted the rise in a new
COVID variant in the United Kingdom
which has also caused concerns across

Open Sky’s Bridge Training Institute launches

virtual series on mental health in schools

WORCESTER — Open Sky
Community Services recently
announced the launch of its “Mental
Health in School” series scheduled to
begin virtually on Feb. 5, 2021 through
the Bridge Training Institute. The
Bridge Training Institute, headed by
Suzy Langevin LICSW, LADC I, offers
continuing education workshops and
personalized consultation services that
focus on evidence-based and best prac-
tice treatment models.

“Supporting students’ mental health
has taken on a whole new level of
importance in light of the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Langevin, Director of
Training & Professional Development
at Open Sky Community Services. “The
Bridge Training Institute is grateful to
have the opportunity to help support
schools through these challenges, and
in turn support their students through
this crisis and the next steps.”

The Mental Health in Schools series
provides a multi-faceted look at sup-
porting social emotional learning and
overall student mental health, from
district-and-school-wide interventions
to individual neurobiological develop-
ment. Led by leading local experts in
the field, Fran Kuehn, LICSW, and Dr.
Sharon Saline, PsyD, these workshops
will help all school personnel feel bet-
ter equipped to impact their students’

“There is no learning without rela-
tionships,” says Fran Kuehn, LICSW.
“The schools that will be the most suc-
cessful in bringing kids back into the
classroom after remote learning will
be the ones who are focused on those
relationships.”

For more information about Open
Sky Community Services, please con-
tact Lorie Martiska, lorie.martiska@
openskycs.org

For more information about the
Bridge Training Institute and its 2020-
2021 training calendar, please visit the
website www.thebridgetraininginsti-
tute.org or contact traininginstitute@
openskycs.org

About Open Sky Community Services

Open Sky Community Services is dba
for Alternatives Unlimited, Inc. and The
Bridge of Central MA. Open Sky offers
a wide range of services for adults,
adolescents, and children with men-
tal health challenges, developmental
and intellectual disabilities, substance
use disorders, brain injury, homeless-
ness and other challenges through-
out Central Massachusetts. Open Sky
Community Services has over 1,300 ded-
icated employees and an annual budget
of $83M with more than 100 programs
throughout the region. For more infor-
mation, please visit www.openskycs.
org.

social emotional learning.
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engineered welded mesh solutions.

term role.

» Welding Machine Operators
« Shipping Assistant
» Maintenance Mechanic

= Il VERDALE

Celebrating 40 Years in Business

AMERICA’S WIRE MESH COMPANY
Riverdale Mills, located in Northbridge, just 15 minutes from Worcester and
Northern Rhode Island, is a leading U.S. manufacturer of high quality

COME GROW WITH US!
Our expanding business has created a need to grow our team. If you want
to be part of a growing, successful organization this could be your next long

FULL TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE ON ALL SHIFTS
« Manufacturing Machine Operators
o Forklift Driver/Material Handlers
o Industrial Electricians
We offer opportunities for career advancement, competitive compensation,
and a superb benefits package that includes health, dental and vision plans,
401(k), paid vacation, tuition reimbursement, and much more!
APPLY ONLINE TODAY! WWW.RIVERDALE.COM/CAREERS

the globe.

Pierangeli sadly admitted the trip
couldn’t take place further postponing
the 35th annual excursion to Europe for
Shepherd Hill. However, this creates
more complications for students eagerly
awaiting the trip, including soon-to-be
graduating seniors. In total 51 seniors
are registered for the trip along with 37
juniors and six sophomores. The diffi-
culty comes with trying to accommo-
date all of these students after canceling
the trip for a second time.

Several options were presented to
the School Committee that were all
approved for students to pick how they
would like to proceed. The first is a ten-
tative rescheduling of the trip to early
August which would take place prior
to the start of the year for most colleges
allowing outgoing seniors a chance to
attend. The committee also discussed
a backup date of spring or summer
2022 in case the August trip cannot
take place due to COVID. Finally, there
is an option for students specifically
seniors, to cancel their reservation and
receive a fully transferable future trav-
el voucher that would allow them to
take the trip on their own or embark on
a different trip of their choosing. The
School Committee voted to approve the
options brought forth by Pierangeli and
charged her will reaching out the stu-
dents about their options and the plans
moving forward.

Accuracy WATCH

The Auburn News is committed to accuracy
in all its news reports. Although numerous
safeguards are in place to ensure accurate
reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected at
the top right hand corner of page 3 in a timely
manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-4106
or email news@stonebridgepress.news during
normal business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s voice
mailbox. The editor will return your phone
call.

Alexi Archambault
of Auburn graduates

from University of
New Hampshire

DURHAM, New Hampshire — Alexi
Archambault of Auburn graduated
Summa Cum Laude from the University
of New Hampshire in December 2020.
He/she earned a BS in Genetics.

Students who received the honor
Summa Cum Laude graduated with a
GPA of 3.85-4.0: Students who received
the honor of Magna Cum Laude grad-
uated with a GPA of 3.65-3.84; and stu-
dents who received the honor of Cum
Laude graduated with a GPA of 3.50-3.64.

Students are only graduated after the
Registrar’s Office has certified that all
degree requirements have been success-
fully completed. Participating in the
commencement ceremony is the act
of honoring and celebrating academic
achievement.

The University of New Hampshire,
founded in 1866, is a world-class pub-
lic research university with the feel of
a New England liberal arts college. A
land, sea, and space-grant university,
UNH is the state’s flagship public insti-
tution, enrolling 13,000 undergraduate
and 2,500 graduate students.

LAND FOR SALE
Woodstock CT-$90,000

11 acres

205 ft. frontage
on paved highway
ready for construction

508 344-0732
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Hi! My name is Kye
and | love to be outdoors!

Kye is a young boy of Afri-
can-American and Caucasian
descent who is looking for a fam-
ily with room in their hearts and
home to provide him with a forev-
er family. He enjoys legos, sports,
and video games. Kye does well
when he has a chance to be out-
side; he loves to run and play. He
also likes fishing and camping.
Kye does well in school when
properly motivated and enjoys in-
teracting with other children, es-
pecially those that are older than
him.

Legally freed for adoption, a
family of any constellation will be
considered for Kye, as long as
they are willing to maintain his

Kye
Age 11

match for.

nent place to call home.

are okay, but it would be best if Kye could be the youngest. An active family
is highly recommended, as Kye has a great personality with lots of energy.

Who Can Adopt?

Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If
you're at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters or
homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, interviews,
and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, to help
connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a good

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.mare-
inc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a perma-

relationship with his sister. Kye
does well in a home setting and
benefits from structure and rou-
tine. Other siblings in the home
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Wallethub reports 73%
of Americans feel it’s
more important than ever
to celebrate Valentine’s
Day this year given this
state of the pandemic.
While some festivities
may have to be curtailed
due to COVID restric-
tions, statistics show the
basic sentiments of the
romantic holiday will
thrive this February 14th.

With this spirit in
mind, this week’s column
will highlight Valentine’s
Day trivia and fun facts.

*%
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Valentine’s Day Facts & Trivia

Power: Valentine’s Day
is one of the biggest flow-
er buying holidays of the
year. The red rose, rep-
resenting love, remains
the most popular flower
purchased in the U.S. In
fact, approximately 250
million roses, most of
which are red, are pro-
duced for Valentines Day.

While most people
know a red rose means
“love,” did you know the
number of roses you give
or receive also has sig-
nificance? Interpreting a
message from the number
of roses sent and received

is an old fashioned tra-
dition that is making a
comeback. Here is the
rundown according to
Teleflora:

One rose: Love at first
sight, or years later “you
are still the one.”

Two roses: Mutual love
and affection.

Three roses: The tradi-
tional three-month anni-
versary gift also simply
means “I love you.”

Six roses: Infatuation,
or “I want to be yours.”

Nine roses: Eternal
love or “I want to be with
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5. Lesotho currency
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you forever.”

10 roses: A perfect 10
means “You are perfec-
tion.”

12 roses: A dozen means
“be mine forever.”

24 roses: If one dozen

says “be mine,” two
dozen says “I'm yours.”
whether you want it or
not.

25 roses: This means
“congratulations.”

36 roses: Three dozen
says “I'm head over
heels in love” or “I will
remember our romantic
moments.”

40 roses: Forty roses
says what 10, 20, or 30
can’t: “My love for you is
genuine.”

*%

Valentine
History: According
to the Greeting Card
Association, 145 million
Valentine’s Day cards are
exchanged each year! Did
you know the nearby city
of Worcester boasts a his-
torical link that cements
its place in the early
history of Valentine’s
Day cards? The Central
Mass city was hailed as
the “Valentine Capitol of
the World” well into the
20th century, thanks to
an innovative Worcester
woman who is credited
with turning the lace
valentine into a major
industry.

The first American
made valentines were
sold for Valentine’s Day,
1849, designed and made
by Esther Howland, the
daughter of a Worcester
stationer. So impressed
was Esther when she
received a fancy English
valentine shortly after
graduating from Mount
Holyoke College in 1847,
that she returned to her
Worcester home inspired
to recreate the embossed,
lacy cards.

Miss Howland began
by hiring her friends
to assemble the valen-
tines, working from
the Howland home on
Summer Street. The
ornate cards often includ-
ed gilded lace and color-

HinT

ful European decals.

Esther’s valentines
were a huge success
and within a few years,
she built her -cottage
business into a $100,000
a year enterprise. In
1879 she partnered with
Edward Taft of North
Grafton to establish the
New England Valentine
Company (NEVCO).

The remarkable
achievements of Esther
Howland did not go
unnoticed, earning the
19th century entrepre-
neur the title of «The
Mother of the American
Valentine,” and ensuring
her place in both local
and national history.

Today, collectors covet
original Esther Howland
valentines, which are
identified by embossed
paper lace, floral motifs,
and bright paper back-
grounds. Howland cards
often bear a red H on
the back. “NEV CO” is
embossed on later cards.

£

V-Day Fun Facts:

*Cupid, another sym-
bol of Valentines Day,
became associated with
it because he was the son
of Venus, the Roman god
of love and beauty.

*The expression “wear-
ing your heart on your
sleeve” has origins in a
Victorian Valentine’s
Day tradition. Girls
would write their names
on paper, which would
be drawn by young
man. Once drawn, the
man would “wear” the
girl’s name on his sleeve
to claim her as his val-
entine

To wear your heart on
your sleeve now means
that it is easy for other
people to know how you
are feeling.

* For centuries it has
been claimed that certain
scents have aphrodisiac
qualities, with no reliable
evidence to back up the
claims However, in 1998,
neurologist and psychi-
atrist Dr. Alan Hirsch
published some intrigu-
ing findings, which peo-
ple are still buzzing about
today.

His research revealed
women are attracted to
the smell of black lico-
rice, citrus, and banana
nut bread. The study
found men felt roman-
tic when they smelled
baked cinnamon buns,
pumpkin pie, and laven-

der. Surprisingly, cinna-
mon rolls were found to
prompt favorable roman-
tic reactions from both
men and women.

*The Chocolate
Connection: Dr. Hirsch
also noted the euphoria
of falling in love and
chocolate may be con-
nected because phenyl
ethylamine is elevated
during the early stages
of infatuation and attrac-
tion. Since chocolate con-
tains this chemical, both
chocolate and falling in
love will produce similar
changes in brain chemis-
try, he noted.

* According to
the National Retail
Federation, one in
four people will give
Valentine’s Day gifts to
their pets this year.

*Alexander Graham
Bell applied for his pat-
ent on the telephone,
an “Improvement
in Telegraphy”, on
Valentine’s Day, 1876.
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Win Dinner for Two at
the Publick House

Your tips can win you
a great dinner for two
at the historic Publick
House Historic Inn in
Sturbridge! Simply send
in a hint to be entered
into a random drawing.
One winner per month
will win a fabulous three
course dinner for two
at the renowned restau-
rant, located on Route
131 across the town
common in historic
Sturbridge. Because I'm
in the business of dis-
pensing tips, not invent-
ing them (although I can
take credit for some), I'm
counting on you readers
out there to share your
best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful
hint or handy tip that has
worked for you? Do you
have a question regard-
ing household or garden
matters? If so, why not
share them with read-
ers of Stonebridge Press
newspapers? Send ques-
tions and/or hints to:
Take the Hint!, C/o0 the
Southbridge Evening
News, PO Box 90;
Southbridge, MA 01550.
Or email KDRR@aol.
com. Hints are entered
into a drawing for din-
ner for two at the historic
Publick House Inn.

26.

Former monetary unit of Spain

9. Ethnic group associated 34. Pertains to the male sexual organ
with Hungarians 36. Supplements with difficulty
11. Gains knowledge of 38. Green veggie
13. Gradual destruction 39. Deep-bodied freshwater fish
15. Purchase 41. Holy fire
16. Pharaoh of lower Egypt 43, Usually has a lid
17. Where you’re going 44. Being of use or service
19. The 6th letter of the Greek 46. Have a yen for
alphabet 48. Unknowingness
21. Fishing net 52, Dry white wine drink
22. Midway between south and  53. Unwinds
southeast 54. Traveling by sea
23. A way to sort 56. Outdoor entertaining areas
2SEI0IE 57. Stringed instruments
26. Popular sports podcast (abbr.) 58.  Redgrave, actress
27. Discount 59. Moves earth
29. Consumes tobacco
CLUES DOWN
1. Progressive decay of abone  28. Foodies
or tooth 30. New Zealand parrot
2. Burrowing rodents 32. Makes very happy
3. French/Belgian river 34. A payment required for not
4. A professional cleaner fulfilling a contract
5. A Russian river 35. Emerald Isle
6. Kiln 37. The act of terminating someone’s
7. True statements employment
8. Most private 38. Gland in some mammals
9. French city 40. Commoner
10. Masses of fish eggs 42. Large animals
11. Apart from others 43. Belch
12. Monetary unit of Samoa 45. Employee stock ownership plan
14. Nanosecond 47. Work units
15. Film 49. Wagon
18. Men’s fashion accessories 50. Nerve fiber
20. Flowering shrub 51. Proclaimed
24. North Carolina university 55. Japanese delicacy
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Charlton signs new cable
access contract with Spectrum

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON - The town of Charlton
has approved a new contract with
Spectrum continuing a partnership
with the company previously known as
Charter Communications for another
decade and beyond.

Selectmen took up the matter of
the new contract during a meeting
on Jan. 26 where they consulted with
General Counsel William August and
Cable Access Committee member Eric
Borgeson who both saw the contract as
an improvement on the previous five-
year deal that expired in 2019. The Cable
Access Committee worked through
much of 2020 to finalize an agreement.

General Counsel William August said
that he and other working on the con-
tract felt “very good” about the deal call-
ing it “solid” and a “strong package.”

“We all felt confident — It ensures
the continuity of these local facilities
that are, in most towns, growing in
importance especially with the pandem-
ic where you want as much connectivity
and technology options for connectivity
as possible,” August told selectmen.

The agreement including annual
Public Education Governmental Access
Funding to continue three local commu-
nity television channels. It also includes
a one-time equipment of capital grant
form community television studios,
equipment and facilities of $90,000 pay-
able in the first year of the contract. The
contract is also double the commitment
of the previous deal with ten years guar-
anteed rather than the five years of the

previous contracts.

“That’s good for multiple reasons,”
August said. “I think it’s important to
mention for the public and for select-
men, this is a non-exclusive license. We
often hear questions at public hearings
‘why is there only one cable company’
and ‘the town must’ve given them some
kind of exclusive deal.” No, we negoti-
ated a very clear-cut non-exclusivity
which Spectrum is always willing to
do when requested and inserted by the
town — Should competition arise and
show interest you have a non-exclu-
sive license. The door is open. Not that
everyone is applying for competitive
licenses right now, but the pendulum
swings back and forth on that.”

Eric Borgeson of the Cable Access
Committee also spoke highly of the deal
encouraging selectmen to support the
contract.

“This is a ten-year contract, and this
is with a company that is changing
rapidly,” Borgeson said. “Who really
has cable service anymore? Well, every-
body really does, but it’s not your tra-
ditional TV service. It’s really about
the Internet. It’s about the Zoom calls.
It’s about doing what we’re doing today
and that’s what the committee really
strove to protect and make sure that
as the industry changes that we are
protected.”

Borgeson called the deal a “good solid
foundation” that puts the town in “a
great position now and down the road
for broadcasting on cable.”

Selectmen unanimously approved the
new contract securing a cable access
strategy for the next decade.
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Alumna speaks at Worcester State’s
Girls & Women in Sports event

WORCESTER —
The Worcester State
University  Athletics
Department celebrat-
ed National Girls &
Women in Sports Day
on Wednesday afternoon
with a virtual event
featuring Lancer soft-
ball alumnae Marissa

Avanzato ‘16.

Celebrated annually,
National Girls & Women
in Sports Day, powered
by the Women’s Sports
Foundation, “inspires
girls and women to play
and be active, (and) to
realize their full power,”
says the Women’s Sports

Foundation on their
website. “NGWSD hon-
ors the achievements of
female athletes, coaches
and leaders and contin-
ues to Lead Her Forward
by acknowledging the
power of sports to unlock
her limitless potential.”
Avanzato was a three-

Selectmen set priorities

BY JASON BLEAU
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON -
Selectmen in Charlton
have made their prior-
ities know for the first
half of the concluding
half of the 2021 fiscal year
ending this June.

Town Administrator
Andrew Golas had
requested that all of the
selectmen in town give
him a list of priorities
through the first half of
2021 to help guide dis-
cussions in the ensuing
months. On Jan. 29, Golas
revealed the results
showing that making
progress on a new fire
station was the most
listed priority while the
remaining goals provid-
ed a variety of focusses
across the board.

Selectmen Karen
Spiewak, Bill Borowski
and Patricia Rydlak all
listed the fire station as a
priority that needs to be

for 2021

addressed over the next
six months. In addition to
thefire station, Selectmen
Borowski chose to pri-
oritize improving the
financial stability and
balanced budgeting of the
town, continue to address
traffic issues and review-
ing other infrastruc-
ture needs in the town.
Selectman Spiewak chose
to prioritize performance
evaluations for depart-
ment heads and the town
administrator, create bet-
ter tools for customer ser-
vice and establish a pol-
icy relative to access to
legal counsel. Selectman
Rydlak also wants to pri-
oritize performance eval-
uations but also wants to
town to put more focus
on spotlighting volun-
teers and related needs as
well as communications
with the board concern-
ing interdepartmental
issues.

While Selectman David
Singer didn’t have the

fire department at the
top of his list, he mov-
ing to a true Department
of Public Works was a
priority he would like to
see addressed. Among
Singer’s other priorities
were reducing an elimi-
nating certain fees, mak-
ing progress on aggres-
sive water projects and
putting a sex offender
bylaw, which Singer has
been working on along-
side Selectmen BorowskKi,
on a 2021 town meeting
warrant. Selectman
Stephen Koronis was not
able to submit his priori-
ties prior to the meeting
but did say that many of
his concerns were “pret-
ty much covered” in the
priorities set by his fel-
low selectmen.

Golas said he plans
to work with selectmen
both one-on-one and as a
group to determine how
to best approach some of
these goals before the end
of the fiscal year.

year member of the
Lancer softball team,
where she helped lead
Worcester Statetothe2016
MASCAC Championship
and was a three-time
Spring  All-Academic
team selection, while
also a three-year member
of the Student-Athlete
Advisory  Committee
(SAAC). She was the
President of Lambda Pi
Eta, Worcester State’s
Communication Honor
Society, as well as a
member of the Chi Alpha
Sigma Athletic Honor
Society.

After graduation,
Avanzato began her
career in athletic com-
munications at Villanova
University, serving
as an intern. After one
year, she began a grad-
uate assistant position
at Eastern Tennessee
State University, and in
2019, began her current
role serving as Assistant
Director of Athletic
Communications at
Texas A&M University.

Her career in collegiate
athletics started almost
as soon as she stepped
foot on Worcester State’s
campus as a freshman
in the fall of 2012. She
was granted federal
work-study, and began
working for Worcester
State baseball coach and
work-study  manager
Dirk Baker. “That was
my first real start in any-
thing in collegiate athlet-
ics,” she said.

Being around the
baseball team, Avanzato
believed she would follow

in her brother’s footsteps,
as he works for the New
York Yankees, before
her senior year when she
realized she could make
a career in college athlet-
ics. “I started shadowing
(then sports information
director) Nikki Narducci
a ton, which gave me a lot
of experience. I learned
(the statistics programs),
writing, and a handful of
other things that I never
even knew about.”

Avanzato admitted that
she still didn’t have an
abundance of experience
after graduation, but that
persistence was what got
her into the athletic com-
munications field. “I still
have this on my Mac, I
applied to 32 different
internships, graduate
assistant positions, and
marketing, social media,
and sports information
positions,” she said to
the student-athletes.
“Villanova ended up
being the one that gave
me my first shot, and I
learned a ton in that first
year.”

What Avanzato ulti-
mately took from the
experience of applying
for 32 jobs, and what she
preachedtothe Worcester
State student-athlete was
to “never give up, and
just keep shooting.”

As primary media con-
tact for the Aggie wom-
en’s volleyball and soft-
ball programs, Avanzato
regularly travels around
the country with the
teams. Spending time
with these college ath-
letes has made her real-

ize that the relationships
she gained after walking
onto the Worcester State
softball team her sopho-
more year are her fond-
est memories of her four
years on Chandler Street.
“Even in quarantine, a
few of us got on a Zoom
together,” she said. “I
haven’t seen these peo-
ple since six years ago,
and it was amazing to see
where we all were.

“The relationships that
we built, the opportunity
to play the game we love,
and being able to say I
was a college athlete have
all become part of my
career. Being an sports
information director is
about the closest thing to
not being an athlete any-
more. That’s the reason
I love being an SID so
much - the relationships
I get to build with my
players, and watching
them succeed and grow
as players.”

“TI would like to send
a huge thank you to
Marissa for coming on
and speaking with our
student-athletes,” said
Worcester State Director
of Athletics Michael
Mudd. “I think our
women student-athletes
here at Worcester State
are rockstars. They have
continued to succeed not
only in competition, but
in the classroom, in the
community, and even
some on the frontlines of
the pandemic.”
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Open 7 Days a Week « 11am-7pm
I hearthstonemarketl@gmail.com ¢ hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style
Lunch, Dinner,
| and Tasty Treats <
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Valentine's Day gifts

Your Craft Fair Year Round Store
The new place to shop year-round
craft and vendor goods!

Customize gift baskets for any occasion
Avon, Chalk Couture, The Cocoa-
Carol's Gifts, Pampered Chef, Tish's Craft Corner and
Java Momma Crafters will have
crochet products, Gnomes, wreaths, candles,
soap and so much more!
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TAX PREPARATION SERVICES

Welcome to Everyday
Business & Tax solutions!
My name is Danielle, and |
have been in the field for 10
years, beginning my work
in tax preparation shortly
after my 2nd daughter was
born. The experience made
me fall in love with helping
taxpayers understand
how the tax system works,

Danielle Perron,

retail, rental properties, and
much more!

After being part of a
company  merger  and
realizing that the big
corporate game wasn't for
me, | decided to take the
leap into opening my own
pracfice, bringing it back
to the roots of what | love
the most, my clients! | have

- 508-248-9797

Pr_dpane

PROPANE PRICE PER GAL.

500 PLUS... CALL OFFICE

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!

o Monday price 2/8/21 was $2.1

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”

*prices subject to change

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

100 gallon minimum
e Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at

- g

Tanks Filled
to 80%

Driver
Discretion

4 per gallon*
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The Jewelry srore where you buy with confidence

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE®

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA
morinjewelers.com ¢ 508-764-7250
Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS

Fine Jewelry & Gifts

WE BUY GOLD

Specializing
in Custom Designs

All types of Jewelry Repairs
MASTER JEWELERS™ e
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so | went back to school to
complete my Bachelor's of
Science in Accounting. Over the years, |
have worked closely with many different
small business owners ranging in fields
from automotive, restaurants, salons,

2020 had its share of
headaches, Don't let your
taxes be another one!

‘Personal income tax for single or married taxpayers

‘Small business tax returns

EA, Owner, Enrolled Agent

With all the packages rolling
: : outfor 2020, make sure you :

Work with us, your local and trusted Tax Professionals to ensure
you get every penny in your refund! It's what we dol! :

‘Tax guidance and planning for the coming years

Everyday

been established since 2018
and have already met many
incredible taxpayers, all of whom have
their own varying levels of complexities.
Contact me today to see the ways | can
help you or your small business!

are getting what's yours!

15% Discount for

Essential Workers!

BUSINESS & TAX SOLUTIONS

Call 508-892-5282 for a FREE consultation
or visit www.everydaybusinessandtax.com for more information

*Contactless service available!
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Endicott College announces local Dean’s List students

BEVERLY — Endicott College, the
first college in the U.S. to require
internships of its students, is pleased to
announce its Fall 2020 Dean’s List stu-
dents. In order to qualify for the Dean’s
List, a student must obtain a minimum
grade point average of 3.5, receive no
letter grade below “C,” have no with-
drawal grades, and be enrolled in a
minimum of 12 credits for the semester.

The following students have met
these requirements:

Charlton
Hailey Demers, Biology/
Biotechnology, Jill
Demers and Steve Demers

Sarah Horgan, Interior Design,
Elizabeth Horgan and Timothy Horgan
Emma Hurley, Libl Studies/Education,
Lisa Hurley and Gregory Hurley

Payton Krukonis, Nursing, Donna
Krukonis and Stephen Krukonis

Brynne Mandeville, Hospitality
Management, Tina Mandeville and
Paul Mandeville

Douglas

Lauren Bek, Hospitality Management,
Mary Anne Bek and Stephen Bek

Leah Haire, Liberal Studies,
Christine Haire and Colin Haire

Maddison Murray, Libl Studies/
Education, Diane Beals and Timothy
Murray

Grafton

Stephanie Butler, English,
Pamela Butler and Gary Butler
Abigail Seely, Art Therapy, Sarah
Kasanovich and Darren Seely

Milford
Hannah Currie, Hospitality
Management, Ann
Currie and Lloyd Currie
Kaylee Harmon, Hospitality
Management, Doreen Zinck-
Harmon and Thomas Harmon
Megan Larouco, Nursing, Cheryl
Larouco and John Larouco

QCC awarded Donnelly

Worktorce Success grant

WORCESTER Quinsigamond
Community College was one of only two
community colleges awarded a 2020/2021
Kenneth J. Donnelly Workforce Success
Grant for Expanded Training Capacity
& Employment Program Performance.

QCC was awarded a $197,183 Grant
that will provide funding for unem-
ployed residents to take part in the
College’s Administrative Medical
Professional Program. Donnelly
Workforce Success Grants serve peo-
ple across Massachusetts whose
life experiences and circumstances
make it difficult for them to succeed
in employment without targeted sup-
port. QCC’s Workforce Development
and Continuing Education (CWDCE)
will provide training and placement
services for 40 eligible, unemployed res-
idents in the Central MA region.

Eligible students who take part in
the program can realize a career as
a Medical Administrative Assistant in
a variety of healthcare settings such
as hospitals and health systems, phy-
sicians’ offices, clinics, long-term care
facilities, surgery centers, ambulatory
surgery centers, rehabilitation centers,
and other types of healthcare settings.
Students in the program will learn the
roles and responsibilities of a health-
care team, interpersonal communica-
tion, medical records management,
compliance with HIPAA, and diagnostic
and procedural coding. Students will
also learn how to handle medical emer-
gencies to prepare for, and appropriate-

THIS TERM MEANS
‘OF OR RELATING
TO THE HEART”

IVIAAVD HAMSNY

ly respond to various life-threatening
emergencies in the medical office set-
ting. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
projects that from 2019 to 2029, Medical
Administrative Assistants will more
than quadruple the job growth rate of
all other occupations.

“We are presently recruiting for two
classes that will begin in the Spring/
Summer,” said Kathie Manning, dean
of the CWDCE. “This program includes
all materials, as well as the certification
test.”

Students enrolled in the program are
expected to work a minimum of 30 hours
per week (remote or in-person) once
they have completed the course and
obtained certification. Students who
complete the program and are employed
for 60 days at 30-hours-a-week are eligi-
ble to receive a $500 stipend.

“To maintain a competitive and sus-
tainable economy, Massachusetts must
continue to invest in a skilled and well-
trained workforce,” said Governor
Charlie Baker. “These grants will give
workers and companies the opportunity
to gain access to occupations critical
to the future economic success of the
Commonwealth.”

To learn more about the program,
email cce@qcc.mass.edu or call 508-751-
7900.

For more information about QCC,
contact Josh Martin, Director of
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

Creative Coloring

Celebrate good heart health.
Color in this picture to create your own masterpiece.

Isabelle Mathieu, Interior
Architecture, Michelle Simpson
Mikayla Michelson, Digital Media,
Karen Michelson and Gary Michelson

Jillian Paccico, Nursing, Nara
Paccico and Lawrence Paccico
Maggie Rothberg, Hospitality
Management, Lynn
Rothberg and Marc Rothberg
Millbury
Megan Dunne, Art Therapy,
Pamela Dunne and John Dunne
Megan Lawson, Nursing,

Kelly Lawson and Paul Lawson
Victoria McGovern, Engineering,
Carolyn Leary and Robert McGovern
Jacquelyn Pariseau, Biology/
Biotechnology , Finance, Gina
Pariseau and Craig Pariseau
Kasey Teixeira, Nursing, Susan
Teixeira and Joseph Teixeira

Northbridge

Maeve Buckley, Libl
Studies/Education, Gail
Buckley and Mark Buckley
Oxford

Victoria Sheehan, Nursing, Donna
Sheehan and Brian Sheehan

Sturbridge
Melissa Izzio, Interior Architecture,
Tricia Izzio and Brian Izzio

Sutton
Isabella Fitman, Interior Design,
Julie Fitman and Thomas Fitman
Claudia  Houde, Marketing,
Melissa Houde and William Houde

Nicholas  Maselek, Finance,
Andrea Maselek and Scott Maselek
Upton

Maria Buono, Mrktng
Comm/Advertising, Diana
Buono and Joseph Buono

Mackenzie Morgan, Finance,

Gail Morgan and Daniel Morgan
Kaitlyn Schimp, Nursing, Shannon
Schimp and Christoper Schimp

Uxbridge

Kiara Griffith, Nursing, Kimberly
Griffith and Mark Griffith
Erin Jones, Psychology, Carla
Jones and Michael Jones
Payton Nestor, Nursing,
Lisa Nestor and Scott Nestor

Webster

Cassidy Thorpe, Nursing, Jennifer
Thorpe and Jeffrey Thorpe

W hitinsville

Nicole Cella, Interior Design, Diane
Cella and Christopher Cella

About Endicott College
Endicott College offers doctorate, mas-
ter’s, bachelor’s, and associate degree
programs at its campus on the scenic
coast of Beverly, Mass., with addition-
al sites in Boston, online, and at U.S.
and international locations. Endicott
remains true to its founding principle
of integrating professional and liberal
arts education with internship oppor-
tunities across disciplines. For more,
visit endicott.edu.

[.ocal students named to
Holy Cross’ Fall 2020

Dean’s List

WORCESTER — A total of 1,453 stu-
dents were named to College of the
Holy Cross’ Dean’s List for outstanding
academic achievement during the fall
semester of the 2020-21 academic year.
The following local students made the
list:

Charyl Kahale of Auburn, a member
of the Class of 2022, majoring in Political
Science

Peter Oliver of Auburn, a member of
the Class of 2022, majoring in Chemistry

Elisabeth Villa of Auburn, a mem-
ber of the Class of 2022, majoring in
Psychology

Olivia Curnen of Auburn, a member
of the Class of 2023, majoring in History

To qualify for the Dean’s List, students
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HISTORY

* 1693: THE COLLEGE OF
WILLIAM AND MARY IN
VIRGINIARECEIVES ITS
CHARTER, BECOMING THE
SECOND INSTITUTION OF
HIGHER LEARNING IN THE
UNITED STATES.

* 18679: THE ENGLISH
CRICKET TEAM IS
ATTACKED DURING A
MATCH IN SYDNEY.

* 1963: PRESIDENT JOHN
F. KENNEDY DECLARES
VARIOUS INTERACTIONS
WITH CUBA BY U.S.
CITIZENS ILLEGAL.

S
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AEROBIC

exercise that intends
to improve the
cardiovascular
system

GO U

ENGLISH: Pulse
SPANISH: Pulso
ITALIAN: Battito
FRENGEH: Pouls

GERMAN: Puls

PEOPLE WHO SUFFER FROM ANEMIA
EXPERIENCE A REDUCTION

L/
W TO THEIR BODIES.
THEY MAY SHOW

OF OXYGEN AVAILABLE
SYMFPTOMS OF BEING TIRED.

" GET THE |

PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger picture is?
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must pass four or more letter-graded
courses with no failing grades during
the semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or
higher.

About Holy Cross

The College of the Holy Cross, in
Worcester, Mass., is among the nation’s
leading liberal arts institutions. A
highly selective, four-year, exclusively
undergraduate college of 3,100 students,
Holy Cross is renowned for offering
a rigorous, personalized education in
the Jesuit, Catholic tradition. Since its
founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made a
positive impact in society by graduating
students who distinguish themselves as
thoughtful leaders in business, profes-
sional and civic life.

Dean’s,
President’s
List students
named at UA

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — A total of
13,128 students enrolled during the fall
2020 term at The University of Alabama
made the Dean’s List with academic
records of 3.5 or above (on a 4.0 scale),
or the President’s List with academic
records of 4.0 (all A’s).

The UA Dean’s and President’s Lists
recognize full-time undergraduate stu-
dents. The lists do not apply to graduate
students or undergraduate students who
take less than a full course load.

Christopher Keyes of Auburn was
named to the Dean’s List.

Nicolas Spanos of Auburn was named
to the Dean’s List.

Bridget White of Auburn was named
to the Dean’s List.

The University of Alabama, the state’s
oldest and largest public institution
of higher education, is a student-cen-
tered research university that draws
the best and brightest to an academic
community committed to providing a
premier undergraduate and graduate
education. UA is dedicated to achieving
excellence in scholarship, collaboration
and intellectual engagement; providing
public outreach and service to the state
of Alabama and the nation; and nurtur-
ing a campus environment that fosters
collegiality, respect and inclusivity.
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Since 1969

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates + Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists * Rental Car Services
Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics « A/C Repair
Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes « Alternators  Starters « ABS
Alignments ° Tires...and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534
Ph: 508-234-5211 * Fax: 508-234-2231

www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified « RS# 2678

f

INCORPORATED

B-U-I'L-D-E‘R

Remodelmg Expert

4 FINISHED BASEMENTS

4 ADDITIONS ¢ GARAGES

4 SIDING ¢ ROOFING ¢ DECKS
4 WINDOWS ¢ DOORS

4 KITCHEN ¢ BATHS

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured
508-764-2293 ¢ 774-230-3967

0il & Propane

10¢0ff

PER GALLON

1182 Park St.,

& PROPANE

nurrri

Need propane or oil rlght away?
Call American today!

20° Off

PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT I

[ (125 Gac miN) FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 2/28/21. Cannot be combined with any
[ I otrﬂ)lferiun pﬂousmchasiomﬁsslsta_nce pLgram_ 4
Order online Use promo code
. " . palmer123
Americandiscountoil.com whenarering onine

Palmer, MA 01069

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

Call 508-764-4325

« Spencer New Leader

« Sturbridge Villager
o Charlton Villager
« Southbridge News

Home

or email ads@stonebridgepress.news
for more information

Advertise on this page

for one low price!
Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

o« Webster Times

o Auburn News

Blackstone Valley Tribune

Auto

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

fa}

100% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

KUBALA

HOME IMPROVEMENT
The Door and Window Experts
MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning
High Performance
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550
LERO K

Lifetime
Warranty

Granite & Marble

]]]]I'ﬁ—E‘ SHREWSBURY

MARBLE & GRANITE, Inc

50 COLORS * $39 per sq. ft. Installed
(40 sg. ft. or more) Cannot be combined with other offers.

Biggest Selection of Marble,

Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop
300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment 508-523-3769

508-842-9800 ¢ shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA
(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot — Big Blue Bldg) lgg
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4 &=

DISCOUNTS

G. COOPER PAVING
NewjBeautyiBlackton
413.544.5381

FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS e PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING  STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It Alll” s

FREE ESTIMIATES

-
EBB.

oo oo fesomcunl e § oo Lo fieomn |_kvii

MAIN STREET
DRAIN CLEARING &
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Wallpaper
Painting
Plumbing
Carpenter

Flooring
If we don’t do it you
don’t need it done!

Senior Citizen (65+)
Discounts
Give me a Call
Rich at
508-963-1191

" WASONRY |1 PAINTING I Pest Control 1™ Plastering |} PLUMBING |l RoDFiNG_Ji Roafing

C==]

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
OUTDOOR
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Property Maintenance
Water Proofing
Delivery of Aggregate

TNT ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

@Y (4
Timothy N Tripp
Licensed
Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive
Southbridge, MA
01550
508.909.5114
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR
NH#17425J

®ALDEN..
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
New Construction
Remodelling
Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606

Talden1987@gmail.com

Fully Insured

Accepts credit card
payments & free online
bank transfers
Licenses:
MA-13705-21777A,
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413)222-5542
frenchyn4b@gmail.com

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION
PAINTERS

Finest
Craftsmanship
Since 1979
Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains,
Wallpaper and
Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

ACCURATE
PEST

CONTROL
Full Pest Control
Services

Over 28 yrs.
experience
Reasonable Rates
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for
David orJason
Hight
Auburn MA

Master Electrician
Residential * Commercial
0: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111
35 Years of Experience
Lic#15885A | 29931E
Fully insured
| specialize in:
New Construction
Renovations
Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)
Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades
Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:
Brian Wood Electrician

GUARANTEED

Roofing & Building
Maintenance LLC
Roofing, Siding,
Gutter and
Gutter Cleaning
Contact:
Daniel Truax
508-450-7472
gbmaintco.com
Senior Gitizen Discount
Credit Cards Accepted
Over 30 years of satisfied

customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

A+ Rating BBB
MAHIC Lic #146620
MA CSL #099487

Jay Martinelli
MA HIC Reg #200253
Fully Insured

General repairs
and finishing
related to all

aspects of home
improvement.

508-686-0336

Email:
whatdayaneed
@gmail.com

Glenn LeBlanc
Plastering

Specializing in
small
plastering jobs;
ceilings,
additions,
patchwork and
board hanging

Over 30 Years
Experience.
3rd generation.
CALL
508-612-9573

JOHN DALY
Plumbing

Water heaters, Faucets,
Toilets, New pex water piping,
Outside hose connections
replaced or added,
Dishwashers, Garbage
disposals, Water filters,
Tub & shower valves,
Tub & shower replacements
Any repair or
replacement needed.
Buy your own fixtures &
faucets, or [ will supply.
Serving all of
Worcester County
Lic.#MPL-21763
Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

We are home owners’
plumbers!
jdrainman714@aol.com

David Barbale
ROOFING

Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work

Fully Licensed
and Insured

MALIC #CS069127
MAHIC. LIC #1079721
INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
0:508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

No Job

Too Small
Home Improvement
—Insured-

MA Reg #174661

e General Carpentry
e Laminated Floors
* Remodeling
e Kitchen, Bath & Cellar
¢ Painting
e Handyman Services
e Floor Leveling
e Power Washing and
MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792
Sturbridge, MA

Gentral
Air Conditioning
Installed
UNDER $10,000

RUDD EQUIPMENT
13 Seer @ Up to 1250 sq.ft.
MITSUBISHI
Ductless Split
HEAT PUMPS
Electrical Work Extra
MASS SAVE
Certified Contractor

o
[Ilawd —
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

30 Years Experience
davidsheatandac@gmail.com
davidsheatandac.com
508.450.6264
LICENSED/INSURED
Free Estimates

SAUNDERS &
SONS ROOFING

When you need a roof,
hire a roofing company,
that’s what we do!

Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100
Lifetime material warranty
& 25 yr. labor warranty
available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641

Fully Insured,
Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated
Now Accepting All
Major Credit Cards

~ ACCREDITED
b G isiNEss
BEB

This section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
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FraANK G. CHILINSKI

EDTEORTAT,
- Why we
listen to the
groundhog

Tuesday, Feb. 2 was Groundhog Day,
and it was reported that Punxsutawney
Phil came out of his burrow at Gobbler’s
Knob, where he saw his own shadow.
This means that we will have six more
weeks of winter. We’ll take it!

This North American tradition is
derived from the Pennsylvania Dutch
superstition that if the groundhog sees
it’s shadow due to clear weather, it will
go back to its den and winter will last
just a few weeks longer. If the animal
does not see it’s shadow due to the
clouds, spring will come early.

This lore originated from German
speaking areas where the groundhog is
considered the most accurate forecast-
ing animal. Each year, a Groundhog
Day ceremony is held in Punxsutawney,
Pa., and is always well attended.

The Pennsylvania Dutch, immigrated
from German speaking parts of Europe.
Groundhog in German is ‘grun’daks.’
In Europe, the Germans had an exist-
ing tradition of marking Candlemas
as ‘Badger Day,” where if a badger
appeared on a sunny day, casting a
shadow, winter would be extended. In
some areas a bear or a fox took on the
forecasting responsibility.

In Irish folklore, St. Brighid’s Day,
Feb. 1, is the first day of spring, which
begins the farmer’s year. Seeing a
hedgehog was a sign of good weather.

The earliest mention of Groundhog
Day appeared in 1840, in the diary of
James L. Morris of Morgantown, Pa.,
who was talking about his German
neighbors. In 1886, the observance of
Groundhog Day was mentioned in the
Punxsutawney Spirit newspaper. It
noted, “Up to the time of going to press,
the beast has not seen its shadow.”
One year later, a group of townspeople
went to Gobbler’s Knob in search of the
groundhog and so began the tradition.
Pre-COVID, gatherings to celebrate in
Punxsutawney grew as large as 40,000.

Clymer Freas, who was born in
1867 and passed away in 1942, is said
to be the one who created the idea of
Groundhog Day. Freas was the Editor
of the Punxsutawney Spirit. In 1899, a
Groundhog Club was formed in town
including a hunt and a feast. It is
said that groundhog tastes like a cross
between chicken and pork. We’ll pass
on finding out.

In 1993, Bill Murray and Andie
MacDowell starred in the comedy
“Groundhog Day,” which is now con-
sidered a cult classic. We must admit
to enjoying Mr. Murray more in “What
About Bob?” but that’s an editorial for
another time. Baby steps.

Antique finds

?53". b U T s ‘E’ s

There has been a lot of antique news
since my last antique and collectibles
news column. Three important antique
finds have been reported within the past
month, beginning with some
coins that were literally uncov-
ered in Poland.

The Archaeological Institute
of America reports that medi-
eval coins were recently
found in a Polish cornfield.
Archaeologist Adam K dzierski
was researching the 1935 discov-
ery of a hoard of coins when a
local priest informed him that

it was rumored that there were ANTIQUES home and contents were the estate !
additional coins still buried ’ of a local piano teacher (Bette-
in the field. K dzierski found COLLECTIBLES Jean Rac) whom Archibald had i
a “900-year-old hoard, stored known before she passed away. A
in linen pouches placed in a & FSTATES grand piano initially caught his
pot, includes Czech, Danish, . . « « » « « o attention. He has turned up many |
Hungarian, and German coins; WAYNE TUISKULA  1more valuable objects since he !

lumps of silver; fragments of
lead; and four gold rings.” The
more than 6,000 pieces were
believed to have been the dowry of Maria
who was a sister of Princess Zbyslawa
of Russia. Maria was also believed to
be the “daughter of Svyatovslavovich
Isiaslovovich, Prince of Kiev” accord-
ing to the Archaeological Institute of
America. It is believed they were bur-
ied “during a time of turmoil in 1146.”
Further investigation of the area is being
planned.

The Smithsonian Magazine reports that
a Geneva, N.Y. man (David Whitcomb)
found a treasure trove of photographs in
the attic of a building that he recently pur-
chased to open his law practice. The two
previous building owners were unaware
of the attic’s existence because a drop ceil-
ing had been added to the top floor decades
ago that hid the view of the attic. Along
with the photographs, Whitcomb found
frames, old cameras, and backdrops. The
Smithsonian reported that “according to
Ben Hooper of United Press International
(UPI), the items probably belonged to
James Ellery, or J.E., Hale, a prominent
photographer active during the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. Hale’s name was
written on many of the objects in the attic,
including letters and photographs, and he
once owned a studio next door to the New
York building.” Two of the photos were of

expected to sell for $100,000.

the property, sight unseen. The

higher note than he already has though.

bidding. ‘
Contact us at: Wayne Tuiskula
Auctioneer/Appraiser Central Mass

Auctions for Antique Auctions, Estate '
Sales and Appraisal Services www.cen- !
tralmassauctions.com (508-612- 6111) info@ !
i shaped leaves with a golden stripe

centralmassauctions.com

'Tax-smart investment moves for higher earners

purchased the home and has been |
searching through it. Archibald !
found typical things you would '
expect to find in an old estate includ-
ing clothes, shoes, books, and magazine. " tend to overwater. Increase your
He found many more valuable objects as
well though. Archibald said, “our most
impressive finds included wallets full of

i valleyfarms.com) into the potting

cash, a 100-ounce silver bar, and bags full | | ;- " iq sustainable soil additive

of gold and diamond rings.” He found : - ) :
some of the clothing to be valuable piec- retains moisture, reducing water-
es by well known designers. The estate
items were sold in three auctions which
ended up bringing $400,000. Archibald
kept the grand piano and moved it to his

antique shop. He may not be able to hit a

If you earn a lot of
money, you may also
pay a lot in taxes — a fact
that’s particularly rele-
vant now, as we are well
into tax-filing season. At
this point, there’s not a
lot you can do to affect the
outcome for the 2020 tax
year, but if you want to
change your tax outlook

FINANCIAL
Focus

DENNIS
ANTONOPOULOS

for the years ahead, you
can make several moves.

Here are a few “tax-smart”
investment strategies to con-
sider:

Put as much as you
can into your  401(k).
By contributing pretax dollars
to a traditional 401(k), you'll
reduce your taxable income,
and your earnings can grow
tax deferred. If you have a
Roth 401(k) option, you’ll put
in after-tax dollars, but your
withdrawals - earnings and
contributions — will ultimately
be tax-free, as long as you’'ve
had your account at least five
years and you’re older than
59 and a half when you start
taking money out. In 2021, you
can put up to $19,500 into your
401(k), or $26,000 if you're 50
or older. However, depending

on your employer’s plan, you
may also be able to contribute
additional after-tax dollars, so
check with your plan adminis-
trator about your options.
Review Roth IRA strategies.
As a high earner, you may face
limits on what you can con-
tribute to a Roth IRA, which,
like a Roth 401(k), offers the
potential for tax-free earnings.
You lose eligibility to con-
tribute to a Roth IRA if your
adjusted gross income equals
or exceeds $140,000 (single fil-
ers) or $208,000 (if you're mar-
ried and file jointly). Through
a “backdoor” Roth IRA conver-
sion, though, you could make
after-tax contributions to a
traditional IRA and convert it
to a Roth. This strategy could
be advantageous if you expect

your tax rate to be higher
when you retire. Consult with
your tax advisor to determine
if this move is appropriate for
your situation.

Look at municipal bonds.
Because interest payments
from municipal bonds are
typically exempt from federal
taxes, and often state and local
taxes, too, these bonds can be
attractive to investors in the
higher tax brackets. Income
from some types of munici-
pal bonds may be subject to
the alternative minimum tax
(AMT), so, if you end up hav-
ing to pay this tax, you’ll want
to be clear about what types of
bonds you're purchasing.

Consider investing in
tax-efficient mutual funds.
When most mutual fund man-
agers buy and sell the indi-
vidual investments within
their funds, such as stocks and
bonds, they are primarily inter-
ested in trying to achieve the
goal of the fund itself — growth;
growth and income; and so on.
However, many of their trades
have tax consequences. But
managers of funds billed as
tax-efficient will consciously
try to minimize the moves that

can generate taxes.
Follow a
and-hold

tax rate.

investment strategy.

Antonopoulos, your

nopoulos@edwardjones.com.

Melinda Myers

! Aglaonema ‘Siam Red’ (Red Chinese
Evergreen) is a popular low light plant
i that can brighten up any space with its
beautiful foliage

Low light, low

maintenance
houseplants

GARDEN
MOMENTS

MELINDA
MYERS

Don’t let a lack of brightly lit

i windows stop you from gardening
i indoors. Include some low main-
tenance, low light houseplants
: and maintenance strategies to

famous figures from the women’s rights
movement, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and
Susan B. Anthony. Hale took the photo of
Susan B. Anthony in 1905, a year before !
she died. David Whitcomb con- !
signed the collection to a nearby !
auction house. The collection is !
i low maintenance plant. You will

The Canadian Broadcasting
Company (CBC) reported that an !
Edmonton, Alberta antique deal-
er (Alex Archibald) recently pur-
chased a home that had belonged
to a hoarder. He paid $10,000 for

boost your success.

Low maintenance gardening
starts with proper plant selection.
Match the plant to the growing
conditions and your gardening
style.

ZZ plant is a favorite low light,

see it in hotels and shopping malls
where light and care are often
limited. Avoid overwatering that
can lead to root rot and death of
this plant.

You will need to do a bit of

. searching to find a few of the

newer ZZ plant varieties. Zenzi is
compact with curled leaves while
Raven has dark purple black foli-
age that contrasts nicely with
green and chartreuse leaves of
nearby plants.

Peace lily is another popular
low light plant found in a vari-
ety of public places. It requires
moist soil to thrive, making it
the perfect plant for those that

success by mixing organic Wild
Valley Farms’ wool pellets (wild-

ing by up to 25 percent. It also adds
air space, improving the growing
conditions for all indoor plants
and helps reduce the risk of over-
watering.

Pothos and philodendron are

We are still accepting quality consign- traditional low light favorites.

ments for our spring multi-estate online
auction such as gold jewelry, sterling
silver flatware, antique paintings, coins,
and other older collectibles. Our online '
auction with paintings from the estate
of equestrian artist Fay Moore ends on
February 17th. Our next online auction
Session 2 of antique, vintage, and con-

temporary toys will soon be available for | ¢ tho ;
i ing habit in a hanging basket,

New cultivars provide a fresh look
to these indoor beauties.

Neon pothos has vibrant neon
green foliage sure to brighten
any spot in your home. Pearls
and Jade has smaller cream and
green variegated leaves. It is slow-
er growing but just as tough as
other pothos. Show off their trail-

container displayed on a shelf, or
set upon a pedestal.

You’'ll find a variety of philo-
dendrons for your indoor gar-
den. Brasil has dark green heart-

i down the middle. Brandi, another
i trailing philodendron, has olive
i green heart-shaped leaves with
i silver splashing. These can be
i allowed to trail or trained up onto

i a trellis.
buy- !
strategy. | treuse leaves that make a dramat-

If youre frequently buying | j; statement in a home or office.

and selling investments, you | When small, it is great for desks

could incur sizable taxes, espe- | gnq tabletops, but you will need

cially if you sell investments | 4 transition it to a floor plant as

youve held for less than a

year, in which case your prof- | {, gix feet tall. Or add a subtle

its would be taxed at your ordi- |
nary income tax rate. If you |

sell investments you've ,held shrubby philodendron emerge a
for more than a year, you 11 be §
assessed the long-term capital | 556 to green. It grows 24 or more

gains rate, which will likely : jpches tall.

be lower than your individual :

Golden Goddess haslarger char-

it climbs its support, growing up

touch of orange with Prince of
Orange. The new leaves of this

coppery orange and eventually

The name says it all. Cast

! iron plant is tough and tolerant

Your financial and tax advi- | of Jow light and benign neglect.

sors can help you determine | [hdividual long strappy leaves

if these moves make sense for
your needs. If they do, you | ate a mass of greenery. This

may want to start incorporat- | growth habit has made it a pop-

ing them into your longterm | yjar groundcover in milder cli-

: - . ! mates. Variegated varieties with
This article was written by |

Edward Jones for use by your | cyit to find but add to its beauty.
loca{ Edward Jones Fmancza_l §
Advisor. Please contact Dennis | green have found their way into

local many garden centers. Their green

Edward Jones Advisor at 5

Albert St., Auburn, MA 01501 | like those of Calypso. Cecila and

Tel: 508-832-5385 or dennis.anto-

sprout from the ground to cre-

splashed or striping can be diffi-

New varieties of Chinese ever-

leaves may have silver highlights

Golden Bay. Or add a bit of red
Turn To GARDENING page A9
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Derbies offer fantastic fishing

Courtesy

Left to right: Rob Sullivan, Lary Lyons and Brian Lightbound at the 200 Sportsmen’s club

this past Saturday.

This past weekend pro-
vided a couple of days
for anglers to enjoy some
great ice fishing locally.
Although the ice was not
the best to fish on, anglers
attended many ice fishing
derbies that were held in
the area. The 200 sports-
men’s club in Webster
had over 75 anglers fish-
ing the club’s derby. Pond
Chairman Rob Sullivan
did a great job signing
up the fishermen and
recording the catch of
bass, perch, & pickerel.
A report of a couple of
Eagles flying over the
pond prior to my arriv-
al was interesting. The
Eagles in the Valley area
are the direct results
of sportsmen’s monies
being used for this great
restoration project. This
week’s picture shows
Sullivan, Joe Foisy, and
Brian Lightbound. Foisy
had caught a big 17-and-

a-half-inch largemouth
bass, and released
it. Captain Mel True and
his buddy Brett, also
had a great day fishing.
landing numerous brook
trout and yellow perch ,
as did many other con-
testants.

After leaving the 200
sportsmen’s derby, I vis-
ited a few other ponds
in the area that all had
fishermen on them. Some
ponds had good ice, while
others were marginal for
safety. The following day
anglers were out in force
again, enjoying a few
hours of fishing before
the big football game that
evening. Some areas had
slow fishing, while oth-
ers had a great day with
anglers chasing flags.

It looks as though
striper fishing this year
will have the same reg-
ulations again, with the
only change requiring

commercial rod and

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS
RALPH
TRUE

reel anglers to use cir-
cle hooks. The slot limit
for stripers will again
be implemented for rec-
reational anglers as of
last word. Massachusetts
anglers will again enjoy
an early season for sea-
bass, with a limit of five
fish daily. Rhode Island
anglers are hoping for an
early season on seabass,
and are also hoping for
a reduction in length for
summer flounder to 17
inches for recreational
anglers. Wishful think-
ing!

This week’s picture shows Cole Bromley with a few of his friends that limited out on nuisance
Canada geese last week. They brought along their friend Cody, who is a paraplegic friend

of the group.

The late Canada Goose
season will end on Feb.
15 in the Central District,
but it was not before Cole

Bromly and his buddies
harvested their limit of
5 birds, as this week’s
picture shows. They
brought along their
good friend Cody, who
is a paraplegic, but that
did not stop him from
enjoying the hunt. It
takes good friends to
bring along handi-
capped sportsmen on
their hunting and fishing
trips, many of whom are
war veterans.

With the absence of
sportsmen’s shows this
year because of the pan-
demic, many sportsmen
are visiting their local
bait and tackle shops in
the valley, for their fish-
ing gear, or shopping
online. It is a shot in the
arm for the small tackle
shops that have survived,
but at one time there
were two or three in
every town in the valley.

Harding’s Boat livery
on the Meadow Pond in
Whitinsville had supplied
live bait and boat rentals
for many years. Francis
Joslin had a tackle
shop in the basement of
Bakers Dept store in the
town of Whitinsville, and
Police Chief Vic Nelson
of Douglas, also ran
a small tackle shop on
Main Street in that town
back in the day, to men-
tion a few.

There was also a Bait
& Tackle shop in Douglas
in back of the Goodness
store not that long ago by
the Manning family, and
even this writer sold live
bait from my home for
a number of years. My
brotherandIalsosoldlive
bait at our home on Main
street in Whitinsville to
local anglers. We erected
a huge sign on the lawn
advertising crawlers and
garden worms for sale
when my mother was at
work. It had a huge night-
crawler standing six feet

high, painted with a
face smiling. which we
thought was great, until
my mother came home
and had us remove the
sign immediately. We
were not happy! I sure
wish I had a picture of it.

There were a few shin-
er fishermen using nets
to catch bait to sell to
local bait shops. Huge
seins were used by a
couple of men in areas
like the Mumford River,
which yielded thousands
of red fin shiners per day.
Numerous large snap-
per turtles were often
caught in the nets and
were given to George
Bramen (a member of the
Whitinsville Rod & Gun
Club) which he used to
make turtle soup. It was
delicious! Ah, the Good
Old Days!

Take A Kid Fishing
& Keep Them Rods
Bending.

The guiding power of influence

I've spent my week reading and pon-
dering the guiding and power of influ-
ence. The influence others have on us
as well as the influence we have on
others. Influence is power and it is a
double-edged sword. There’s of course
positive as well as negative influences,
and we must choose who we associate
with wisely.

The late Motivational/Inspirational
Speaker, Jim Rohn, said, “You are the
average of the five people you spend the
most time with.”

This is going to be a working column,
as I am going to ask you to do more than
justread. I'd like you to participate. Ask
yourself, “Who are the five people you
spend the most time with now,” and
“who were the five people you spent the
most time with during your formative
years as a child?”

This exercise will help you under-
stand the influence people had on you
and are having now. When you were
young, if the kids you hung around
with smoked, you are/were probably
a smoker. If they were shoplifting, you
probably joined in. And if they were
good students who took their education
seriously, you were probably a good
student.

Our greatest childhood influencers
were usually your caregivers ... your
parents and guardians. My sisters and
Ilaugh and often talk about how we are
still influenced today by our parents.
It’s unavoidable. As Rohn said, we are
the average of the five people we spend
or spend the most time with.

My mother certainly understood the
power of influence, as I can hear her
saying, “Don’t hang around that kid.
He’ll only lead you into trouble.” She
understood, not from education but
from experience.

GARDENING

continued from page Al

to your indoor garden with be Red Gold
and Ruby Ray Chinese evergreen.

Low light indoor plants allow you to
add greenery where you once thought
it was not possible. Their added beauty
will help lift your spirits, reduce stress,
and increase focus while improving
your indoor air quality.

Melinda Myers has written more
than 20 gardening books, includ-
ing Small Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything”’DVD series and the nation-
ally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio program. Mpyers
is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was
commissioned by Wild Valley Farms for
her expertise to write this article. Myers’
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

Like I said,
I sie?t thg PosITIVELY
week focuse
on influence. SPEAKING
I made an
honest and GARY W.
sobering MOORE

I

list of what
and who has
influenced my life. My second request
is that you do the same, but let’s begin
with a reflection of now. Who do you
hang around with? Who are the five
people you spend the most time with?

Once you have the list, take each
name, and make notes. Do I want to imi-
tate them? Is their quality of life what I
want for mine? What are they doing to
me? How are they influencing me? Has
my time with them changed me? And is
that okay?

If you will take a hard, honest, and
serious look into your associations, you
will be surprised. Positive influences
and examples will have a profound
influence on your life. So will negative
influences. Both will take you some-
where ... but ask yourself, “is it some-
place you really want to go?” It’s easy
to dismiss the influence of others but
its not honest. Make a list and examine
each name.

Everything matters. Every word
spoken. Every action taken leads us

somewhere and impacts our lives.
Ignorance is never your best policy.
Understanding who and how you are
being influenced is.

What am I becoming? I don’t care
how old you are, we are all on a journey
somewhere. Is your journey taking you
where you want to go? Ask yourself,
“Who has power over you? Who is influ-
encing my journey?”

Now, take positive and decisive
action.

If you have participated so far in this
exercise, you should have a clearer idea
of who and how you are influenced.
Now let’s talk about the three steps you
can take to improve your life.

Disassociation (hard choice) Get the
losers out of your life.

Limited association - people you
enjoy but add no real value to your life.

Increased association. Associate on
purpose with people of positive sub-
stance.

These actions should be clear, so I
won’t spend too much time on them.
Dump the people who are negatively
influencing you. Limit the time you
spend with casual friends who add
nothing to your life and seek out people
whose influence will improve your life
and add to your success.

Never spend major time on minor
things. Spend major time on/with pos-

itive influences. Spend more time with
people of accomplishment and high
character. It’s your life. You can spend
your time with whomever you want,
but you must always weigh the time
against what kind of return you are get-
ting. Always be cautious and discerning
about who and what you let into your
mind.

Association can also be through the
writing of positive people. We can’t
spend time with George Washington,
Abraham Lincoln, Billy Graham
or Martin Luther King, but we can
through their words and writings they
left behind.

I asked you to participate and I hope
you will. Even more so, I hope you’ll
talk to your children and grandchildren
about the power of influence. Helping
them understand at an early age will
positively impact them for the rest of
their lives.

Next week, let’s talk about the power
of influence you have on others.

Gary W. Moore is a freelance col-
umnist, speaker, and author of three
books including the award-winning,
critically acclaimed, “Playing with the
Enemy.” Follow Gary on Twitter @
GaryWMoore721 and at www.garyw-
moore.com.

Professional & Tax Directory

To advertise on this page, call June at
508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

AX PREPARATION SERVICES [ Alphonso Esposito Jr.

*9/16/1936-5/31/2020

With all the packages rolling out for 2020,

make sure you are getting what's yours!
Work with us, your local and trusted Tax Professionals
to ensure you get every penny in your refund! It's what we dol

FEveryday

BUSINESS & TAX SOLUTIONS

Call 508-892-5282 for a FREE consultation
or visit www.everydaybusinessandtax.com for more information

*Contactless service available!

Essential Workers!

15% Discount for

508-987-2982
508-987-5371

508-987-0144 Fax

ESPOSITO TAX SERVICE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Karen Ann Esposito

Email: espositotaxservice@charter.net

TAX PREPARATION - FEDERAL - ALL STATES

FREE E-FILE WITH TAX PREPARATION
YEAR-ROUND SERVICE

Now Accepting MC, Visa, Discover, Amex, Venmo

@

264 Main Street
Oxford, MA 01540
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www.LakeRealty.net e www.WebsterLake.net

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts 508-943-9306 508-987-0767 1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed — We’re Always Busy Selling!

i Lo -

ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE - 124-2 Gore Road!l1.68 Acres! Private Retreat
Lot with 320" of Road Frontage and 200 of Waterfront! Located in
North Pond! Beautiful Panoramic Views! Sucker Brook Cove! Lot
has been split from a larger parcel! Survey, Home Rendering and
Conservation Items Addressed - Order of Conditions Pending! This is
the Opportunity to Build a Unique Home with Spectacular Views! Direct
Lake/Boat Access! Water and Sewer in the Road! Walk to Restaurants!
Surrounded by Wildlife, including Swans and Eagles! $175,000.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 7 Cedar Drive! Middle Pond! 8 Rm English Tudor across the street from w/Direct Waterfront Lot — Full
Lake Access! Offering the Option of an In-Law Apartment or Plenty of Room for Family & Friends! Entry Foyer enters from
3 Sides w/ocked door access into the house, stairway to the lower level In-law and the convenience of a Half Bath! The Ist
Floor features Applianced Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Open Floor Plan — Frplcd Beamed Cathedral Ceiling Great Rm (Dining & Living
Rms), Comfortable Bdrm & Hall Full Bath w/Laundry! Upstairs to the Spacious Master w/Master Bath & Slider to Lake View
Deck! Additional Bdrm w/Built-ins! Lower Level with 2nd Kitchen, Open Dining & Living Area w/Brick Hearth, Full Bath &
Possible (4th) Bdrm! Central Air! Huge Carport! Detached 3 Car Garage! Lakefront Lot w/Deck, Concrete Patio & Boat Dock!
Take Advantage of the Low Interest Rates & make this House Your Home! Summer’s Just Around the Corner! $489,900.00

WEBSTER - 6 Nicholas Circle! 8+ Rm Center Hall Colonial! 1.22 Acres! Sought After Neighborhood! Great
Commuter Location Accessible to Many Major Routes! Spacious Stainless Steel Applianced Cabinet Packed
Eat-in Kitchen & Formal Dining Rm! 23 x 24 Frplace Family Rm w/Cathedral Ceiling & Slider to the Huge Deck!
Front to Back Living Rm! 122 Bath w/Laundry Closet! The 2nd Floor You'll Find the Comfortable 12X17 Master
w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Linen Closet! 2 Additional Bedrooms plus an Office/Nursery/Bedroom all w/
Ample Closets! 2nd Full Bath off the Hall w/Linen Closet! 2.5 Total Baths! Lower Level Ideal for Storage or
Future Expansion! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers w/Dble Door Entry to the Basement for Moving Larger
Items aka Boys Toys! 2 Z Oil Heat, 2 A/C, Separate Oil Water Heater! Irrigation! Don’t Delay! $418,900.00

i NEW LISTING ==
WEBSTER - 69 Minebrook Rd! Conveniently Located 7 Rm Split Entry! 1.04 Acre
Lot! House set well off the Road for added Privacy! Open Floor Plan! Eat-in Applianced
Kit w/sland & Seating, Tile Flr, Tile Backsplash & Ceiling Fan! Din Rm wHrdwd Flrs
& Slider to the Deck Overlooking the Private Backyard! Frpled Liv Rm w/Hrdwd Fir!
Ideal for Entertaining! Down the Hrdwd Hall find a Full Bath w/Tile Flr & 3 Bdrms w/
Wall to Wall Carpeting! Master Bdrm w2 Dble Closets, Ceiling Fan & Master Bath w/
Marble Tile Fir & Shower Surround! Hrdwd Stairs, the Finished Lower Level Fam Rm
wiRecessed Lighting, Stone & Tile Hearth wAWoodstove, 12 Bath w/Tile Flr, Laundry
Rm w/Sink & Tile Flr, Utility Rm w/Storage! 2 Car Garage w/Electric Openers & Door to
Backyard! Oil Heat! Steel “I" Beam Construction! Shed! Won't Last!! $349,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 20 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Western Exposure w/Panoramic Lake Views!
Beautiful Sunsets! 7 Rms, 3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths! Recently Renovated from Top to Bottom! Move-in Ready!
Professionally Landscaped! Exterior Stonework Front & Back! Open Floor Plan! 1st Level w/Huge Family
Rm w/Lake View & Access out to Stone Patio, 122 Bath & Laundry, Travertine Tile Throughout! 2nd Level w/
Custom Granite Kitchen w/Stainless Steel Appliances, Center Island w/Seating & Large Pantry! Spacious
Living Rm w/Sliders to 14X34 Composite Deck! Dining Area w/Water Views, Hardwood Floors Throughout,
Bath w/Tiled Shower, Guest Bedroom or use as Office! Lake Facing Master Bedroom w/Walk-in Closet &
Private Deck! Bathroom w/Double Sinks, Tiled Shower & Separate Tub! Comfortable 3rd Bedroom w/Lots
of Storage! Level Lot wRoom for Entertaining and Enjoying All The Lake has to Offer! $749,000.00

| e g - o 5
CHARLTON -74 Daniels Road! Completely Renovated 9 Rm,
4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath Gambrel w/Attached In-Law Apt! Picturesque 3.39
Acres! Deeded Water Rights to South Charlton Reservoir! Extensive
Updates! House w/New Roof, Siding, Kit, Bthrms, Windows, Int Doors,
Electrical, Flooring, R60 Insulation in Attic, Water Heater, Well Pump
& More! In-Law w/Open Flr Plan, Kit, Bdrm w/Walk-in Closet, Full
Bath w/Laundry! Both Fully Applianced! 2 New Driveways, Irrigation,
AG Pool! Shed! Security! Generator Hookup! $489,900.00

WEBSTER - 55 Hillside Ave! 7 Rm,
4 Bedroom Cape! Great Highway
Access! Walk to Memorial Beach!
View July 4th Fireworks from Your
Backyard! Liv Rm w/Hrdwds, Ceiling
Fan & Pellet Stove! Eat-in Kit! Fam
Rm! Full Bath! 1st Flr Master w/
Hrdwds & Ceiling Fan! Oil Heat! Vinyl
Sided! Younger Roof! Replacement
Windows! Town Services! Fenced
Yard! 1 Car Garage! $239,900.00

hope2own.com FoATRED TR T

508.943.4333 0XFORD - 12 WINTER STREET

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Ren-
ovated! New Roof ~ Updated Electrical
~ New Heating System ! Bedroom,
15 Bath - 2 Story Conventional
Home. .Dead-End St. Rare find, Large
Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Pal-
ette of Complimentary Paint Colors
throughout the Entire House! Loads of
Character! $281,000.

WEBSTER e 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

Large 3 Family a rare find! Oc-
cupied by the owner for many
decades. Entire 1st floor is one
spacious apartment with 2 bed-
rooms. 2 - 2nd floor apartments
have 3 bedrooms each. 30" x 44'
beautiful Fieldstone Foundation,
with walkout basement to off street
parking. $289,900.

B

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & Rl

REAL ESTATE GROUP
43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre!
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE.
$115,000.

5+ Acre Waterfront Land -
on “Little Pond”. Also known as
Schoolhouse Pond. Private, pasto-
ral setting. Open Field surrounded

Home “Sweet” Home! TOTALLY Renovated! New Roof ~

Cozy 2 Story House with 3 BIG Bonuses! #1. Land almost 1 ACRE!
#2. Zoning is MR-12 - Possible Multi Family Use - Investment Op-
portunity?! #3. Large Over-sized 2+ Car Garage, Work Bench, Power &
2nd Floor! Great Space for the Hobbyist, DIY or Contractor!1ST Floor
- Living rm, Bedroom, Large Kitchen/Dining Area with Galley Pantry &
Full Bath! 2nd FIr, 2 Bedrooms! All New Carpets ~ Recent Paint! Multi
Level Back Deck with Jacuzzi! $255,000.

by tree line. 250+ feet waterfront-
age. At the end of a Dead end road!
$179,900

WOODSTOCK - 33 DEER MEADOW LANE

Beautiful 2,422 Sq Ft Colonial! 4 Berdroom!
3 Bath! Fireplace, 2 Car garage! So much
more!

Off Thompson Hill! At the end of a Dead end road well main-
tained & loved! Kitchen with double wall ovens, gas cook-
top, granite countertops. Formal dining room, Fireplaced
Living room! master, on the first floor. 4 bedrooms total! 2nd
full bath -second level. 2 car garage!

assisted sale $325,000.

Lovely 3 bedroom Ranch! Single door 2 car garage
with storage! Eat-in kitchen. Fieldstone Fireplaced
Living Room! 3 bedrooms, hardwood floors, Re-
modeled bathroom! Lower Level fieldstone walls/

Updated Electrical ~ New Heating System !! Bedroom,
1.5 Bath - 2 Story Conventional Home. .Dead-End St.
Rare find, Large Lot .77 Acre - Inside -Neutral Palette
of Complimentary Paint Colors throughout the Entire
House! Loads of Character $319,000.

WEBSTER - 20 KINGSBURY

AT

-

- == '. ~ - -
[L_SORRY, soLD! ="

NEW TO THE MARKET! Custom Sprawling Split 2800+ SF’
Central Air! Kitchen, Dining Room, Cathedral Ceiling Living
Room, 3 Bedrooms! Granite Counters & New Flooring! New
Boiler - Hot Water Tank - Oil Tank! FULL finished Lower Level w/
Full Bath & Laundry! THERE'S MORE! 2 Car Garage, renovated

Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer
Access. Zoned Lake Res.! Each $24,500.

Douglas-Mount Daniels 2.5 Acres abuts Douglas State
Forest!

ON DEPOSIT! $132,900

WEBSTER - 52 CUDWORTH ROAD

‘\- by et R T
A_SORRY, SOLD! [SEECEi b=
[ —ar= < .,

1.99 ACRE INDUSTRIAL ZONED LOT! GREAT OP-
PORTUNITY TO LIVE & WORK FROM HOME! Amaz-
ing 1790 Antique Colonial! Undergone major updates &
renovations, maintaining Antique Charm! Great Room
graced by an Open Hearth Stone Fireplace! Soaring

assisted sale $415,000 exira lot.

fireplace! In-ground pool! - 3.58 ACRES includes

$312,000.

to include Hydro Heat, AC & 1/2 Bath! Great for Fitness Studio,
Game Room or Home School! Over 1.4 Acres!

$360,000. Cathedral Ceilings!

On the shores of Lake Cﬁaryoyyayoyymanc/tauyyayoyyc/mubunajunjamaujy

WEBSTER LAKE! PANORAMIC VIEWS! BEAUTIFUL SUNSETS! Extraor-
dinary Waterfront Contemporary! Architect designed with Lake Living
in mind, Custom Built with Attention to High Quality & Detail. Outstanding
open concept, water view from almost every room. Nicely situated on a
.25 acre level peninsula, 180'+/- prime lake frontage! Enhanced by a all
natural shoreline! All you need to live is located on the 1st floor. Grand 2
story foyer, cozy fireplaced living room, gourmet kitchen, lake facing dining
, formal dining room, media room & spacious 1st floor guest BR Suite w/
private bath. Incredible 2nd floor fireplaced lake-facing corner master suite

Lake Shirley - 647 Reseroir Rd

Lakefront! Lake Shirley! Modern Flare on a Lakefront Co-
lonial! 1st level Formal large entry foyer, living room, gas
fireplace, chef kitchen, Impala black granite, center island, 3
season porch, overlooking the lake. 1st FL bedroom suite w/
shower and jacuzzi tub. 2nd floor Master Suite! Lower level
Summer kitchen, full bath, game room. Crown moulding &
hardwood floors throughout, wired sound system, radiant

$499,900.

w/luxurious private bath, 3 more 2nd floor BRs & full bath! Something Spe-

floors. oversize 2 car garage. Additional Guest House!

R . | ciall Remember, Timing Is Everything! $1,075,000. assisted sale $1,040,000.
Century 21 XSELL Realty PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
CENTURY 21 Auburn Dudley Worcester TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE
ZASECEUE L (774) 7727072 (508) 461-7550  (508) 795-3880 Jo-Ann Szymezak 774-230-5044

Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
ReMax Advantage 1 L=}

JANUARY’S SINGLE FAMILY HOMES REAL ESTATE MARKET
AUBURN

January 2020 January 2021 Trend ' 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604 (F
Median Price $310,000 $350,000 A CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT
Market Volume $4,265,000 $6,466,100 A H ®
- omes for Heroes
# of Homes Sold 14 18 A w:i :::IZ Iczll;igztsmg
Avg Days on Market | 60 24 Y ) ' f an 9 (efl é
Call Diane to schedule
Month Supply |I'1V 1 08 27 v Firefighters Law IHuaa_ltlurau: s Teachers
WEBSTER On_line huving, se"ing and Enforcement Workers/EMS
Home for Heroes Pro gram Contact our client coordinators for additional buyer assistance
Median Price $262,000 $274,450 A Linda Selligslap 508.864.3245 Vicki Bennett 774.633.6762
Market Volume $3,165,500 $5,173,900 A
# of Homes Sold 10 20 A
Avg Days on Market 43 19 Y
Month Supply Inv. 1.33 54 Y

Contact us to find more about your neighborhood market & what your home is worth! Inventory is extremely low!

Jammie
Frimpongmaah Gagliastro Geddis
508-615-6149 (774)757-2313 774-242-9752

Our Commitment to you <> Integrity <- Hard Work <- Excellent Service

Doreen

Eve Patterson Nana

Jillian DeGrace
(860)315-3636

Diane Strzelecki
(508) 335-2384

Johnny Wariebi
(508) 335-5076.

Antonia Vaughan
(617) 373-0053

Dudley: Ready for developer to go forward. Market is anxious for housing for seniors — This is a great op-
portunity! Seller will also consider dividing as 2 oversized lots suitable for custom homes.
61 Airport Road - Call for details

508-341-4434
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MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIOI\IALS

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors,

Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc..

. any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

donnaflann@aol.com

Bins

ERA Key Realty Services

“Put 36 years of combined real
estate experience to work for you’

D 42 West Main Street
Donna Flannery E R A Kayleen Brookfield, MA
508-885-6665 reAL EsTaTE Flannery-Sauvageau .
donnaflannery.com 508-612-9843 ~ Notary Public ~

Kayleen00@aol.com
415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
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EXIT Real Estate Executives
We have a great marketing plan that includes:

Call: 508-341-8299

Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

¢ Home staging services
* Home warranties
¢ 3D videos

Representing Buyers ¢ Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com « lisacaron.com

THERE’S A NEW MORTGAGE
LENDING TEAM IN TOWN!
BayCoast
T

489 Washington Sreet

Auburn, MA 01501

Amy Dufresne

Mortgage Loan Processor

Jules Lusignan !
#1 in Sales 2006-2020 E

South Worcester County
$157,327,280.00 SOLD,

¢ Professional photography
e Ramped up open houses!
¢ And so much more..

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

Why call the
Michelle Terry Team
to sell your home?

YOUR LOCAL
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street
Spencer, MA 01562
Michelle Terry » Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

=

Lusignan I Al
0
Broker Lake | Realty
Founder ompany.

111 East Main St., Webster, MA
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444
www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044

Diane Luong 774-239-2037 | &
Maria Reed 508-873-9254 #

$295,000

u:

CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS

| | 2 Units - 47 Upland Ave

25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

Cndo - 10 Vecchia St
$139,900

ReMax Advantage 1 B 3 o -Ye ar

Conventional Mortgage

Licensed in MA & CT

FREE OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS

when you advertise in this section

EOUAL HOUSING
LENDER focr

_BayCoast

MORTGAGE
COMPANY uc

BayCoastMortgage.com » 877-466-2678

2.750% 2.785%

Apply to Refinance dea!

Coast to Closing™ with this BayCoast Best Rate

15-Year

Conventional Mortgage

2.000% 2.062%"

HAVE A HOUSE FOR SALE?

To advertise on our real estate section, please call your local

sales representative at 1-800-367-9898

Town-to-Town

CLASSIFIEDS

Home Town Service,

BIG TIME RESULTS

1-800-536-5836

Devereux Therapeutic
Foster Care.
(508)829-6769

(Devereux

ADVANCED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

fairess are our best policies!
Lee's Coin & Jewelry,
239 West Main Street,
East Brookfield
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza)
508-637-1236
or cell: 508-341-6355

SEASONED

HARDWOOD
$250 per cord

Delivered
Spencer, MA
Call 774-696-7267

FIREWOOD

3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
hardwood custom cut to your specs.
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord.
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

550 MOBILE HOMES

Trailer For Sale w/enclosed
porch located at Indian
Ranch, Webster, Site: G13.

Got Space?

=== & =
LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY
:A%SETNE'IBS o & FIREWOOD ,@_‘ JOB OPPORTUNITY
D, ALL GOLD & SILVER Cut, Split e ¢ FI REWOOD FOR CNA’S
Seekinm Qo ITEMS Specializing in : 3/4 Seasoned/standing dead
eeking Quality Homes Néll\llll!SMﬁTlc COIb:g, & Delivered LIVE BAIT hardwood custom cut to your specs
Throug,\r/llzu}OCentral & silvarof m,sv’f%(:m! Green or FOR ICE FISHING Delivered to your home. ' CNA Openings - Part Time
; Qualified with over 30 years n . >
Prowde Foster Care experience & a following of Seasoned Onen 24/1 12”7-14” $300 per cord ot ]Osephs AbbeY, Spencer
To %T/l?rgﬂggo,\r‘fed. many satisfied customers. Call Paul Snencer ) 12-bed rest home.
We also sell a nice selection N - 1Q” ;
Generous of fine jewelry, antiques & 508 769 2351 908-883- 5416 16-18” $260 per cord. é\‘/f:g,kor;s:ri?etzlfer;lg
Reimbursement, collectibles. Bring in your ¥ QP >
$1000 Sign-On items & see what they are : % Call: 508-282-0232 Saturday and Sunday
Bonus. Call For Details. worth, You won'tleave Q) 12-hour shift, 5:30am-5:30pm
disappointed. Honesty and

8-hour shift, 5:30am-1:30pm
Starting Wage: $15.50/hr;
Differential: $1.50/hr

Send resume and contact info to:
cellarer@spencerabbey.org

Completely furnished, All
we do' appliances included & ex-
tras, Refrigerator, QOver/
i under Wash/dry, AC/Heat. CONNECHICUIT;
Contact Yousrggl-e;gz);e;eznstatwe Today. View atc wmtlw.‘intxart r|1] ranch. E MASSACHUSENTS)
Sog6 S08.092-4578 g RHODENSIAND)
g JOURNEYAN
APARTMENT| [ Lincoln Hill Manor A< | ELECTRIGIANSIWANTED
FOR RENT | | Part Time Positions Long-Term Positions!
Seeking a Responsible Person for a . .
BROOKFIELD level 4 rest home in Spencer. Must be Excellent Wages & Benefits Including:
1 BR, 2ND Floor responsible, reliable and caring, « Medical / Dental / Prescription Insurance
Off street parking Experience with medication * Disability Insurance e Life Insurance * HSA Plan
Available NOW administration helpful but will train . . .
Electric or the right person. Work in a home like * 401K Plan ¢ Paid Vacations & Holidays
Gas Heat setting close to home. * Performance Bonus
as riea Part-time evening and night
$580/mo positions available. 16-24 hours a Apply in person or online at: www.paqgelec.com
Has all appliances week. We are contmuously striving Paquette Electrical CO., Inc.
No Dogs for a safe COVID free environment. L
_ . 368 Killingly Rd., Pomfret Center, CT 06259
Call Dave Call Lincoln Hill Manor Rest Home
413-262-5082 to apply. 508-885-3338 Siees  860-963-7078 505
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DOOR &
WINDOW

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULL'SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

A ANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

AVE SAVE aan
325 $700 = “39

J ON EVERY / J ON EVERY / Ay

ENTIRE
WINDOW PATIO AND ORDER'
 © & & & ENTRY DOOR'

Minimum purchase of four. Minimum purchase of four.

WITH

$0 Down + 0 Monthly Payments + 0% Interest for 1 YEAR'

e
f_—

Minimum purchase of four. Interest accrues from the purchase date but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Patio & Entry Doors: Windows: Renewal by Andersen:
* Our beautiful doors will * The combination of our composite * We aim to make replacing your windows
transform the look of Fibrex® frames and our reinforced and doors an affordable project
your home and are window seals helps provide and the best home improvement
built to operate even year-round comfort. experience you've ever had.
during extreme * Fibrex resists rot and corrosion and is « For your peace of mind, we've adjusted
temperature changes. available in six colors that won't crack, our operations to serve you in the
peel or flake, which means our windows safest way possible and make your
are virtually maintenance free.* home more secure.

Now offering virtual appointments, too!

bRE NEWAL ﬁ?‘slclaﬁﬁ‘{ Make your home more secure. Book
YANDERSEN A a Virtual or In-Home Appointment.

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

Renewal by Andersen
is the only brand to win
. | __ both J.D. Power awards [ ] ] —/
The Better Way to a Better Window | [ | forWindows an

Patio Doors in 2020

For 1.D. Power 2020 award information, visit jdpower.com /awards. 'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 2,/28,/2021. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Get $325 off each window and 5700 off each entry/patio door and 12 months S0 down, O monthly payments, 0% inferest when you purchase
four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 2,/1,/2021 and 2,/28,/2021. 3% off your entire order, minimum purchase of four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors required, if you purchase by 2,/28,/2021. 3% sovings offer applied ofter inifial discount. Military discount applies to all
active duty, veterans and retired military personnel. Military discount equals $300 off your entire purchase and applies after all other discounts, no minimum purchase required. Subject to credit approval. Inferest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid
before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and siofe charfered financial institutions without regard fo age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or fomilial status. Savings comparison based on purchase
of a single unit at list price. Available ot participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License number available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR”
is 0 registered frademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All ights reserved. ©2021 Lead Surge LLC. Al rights reserved. *See limited warmanty for details.
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FLORA

continued from page Al

following pre-recorded
programs:

Flora in Winter virtu-
al tour of all 24 floral
arrangements and the
Japanese table dis-
play in McDonough
Court, narrated by one
of the Flora Co-chairs;
plus, a bonus video tour
of the professional flo-
ral arrangements in the
Museum’s public spac-
es, generously donated
by local businesses, gar-
den clubs, and schools.

Interpretation of
the Worcester Wedding
Kimono with Maureen
Christmas and Andrea
Little

WAM’s popu-
lar Flora Live event
has been pre-recorded
onsite for virtual enjoy-
ment. Two experienced
floral designers face
the challenge of inter-
preting WAM>s newly
acquired Worcester
Wedding Kimono.
Maureen and Andrea
will each guide viewers
as their designs evolve
during the demonstra-
tion, sharing their inspi-
ration, plant material
choices, and creative pro-
cess—and showing how
one piece of artwork can
inspire two quite differ-
ent arrangements.

Bonsai Demonstration
by Michael Levin

Viewers will learn how
to cultivate—through
special techniques such
as pruning, root reduc-
tion, potting, defoliation,
and grafting—small trees

that mimic the shape and
style of mature, full-size
trees. Michael Levin will
lead a guided tour of the
Bonsai West nursery,
sharing the history of
this famous bonsai col-
lection, which includes
trees over 100 years old.
Viewers watch as an
old overgrown juniper
is transformed into a
refined specimen bonsai.
Topics will include styl-
ing, transplanting, wir-
ing, seasonal care, and

maintenance.

Winter’s Chill,
Spring’s Glow: Ikebana
Demonstration by
Russell Bowers

Russell Bowers, an
Ikebana Master, demon-
strates several Japanese
floral arrangement styles
that emphasize nature’s
beauty and convey a
sensitivity to the season.
Viewers will observe
techniques developed
over hundreds of years,
which incorporate
aspects of Japanese cul-
ture and aesthetics—and
learn how to add ele-
ments of wabi-sabi, min-
imalism, and negative
space into magnificent
floral works of art.

Furoshiki
Demonstration by Minal
Akkad

Minal Akkad gives
an introduction to
Furoshiki, an ancient
Japanese art and modern
alternative to gift-wrap-
ping. Viewers will
learn how to use fabric
to design Dbeautifully
wrapped boxes, bottles,
and trendy bags.

Double Vision, an illus-

trated talk by Kim Cutler

A longtime Flora in
Winter co-chair and flo-
ral designer, Kim Cutler
will look back through
the 19-year history
of Flora and compare
floral designs interpret-
ing the same artwork.
Emphasizing the cre-
ativity of the designers,
Kim will explore the sim-
ilarities and differences
in their interpretative
approaches.

Spotlight on
Interpretive Floral
Designing by Sally
Jablonski.

Sally Jablonski, owner
of Herbert E. Berg
Florist, demonstrates

how she uses flowers
and other plant materi-
als to create a spectacular
interpretation of a piece
from WAM'’s collection.
Viewers will learn tech-
niques for composing an
arrangement using blos-
soms, leaves, and stems
to highlight the elements
of the artwork and see the
creative process unfold.

“Passport to Virtual
Flora” also includes the
following Zoom art talk
on Friday, Feb. 26 at 10
a.m.:

Flora Paintings
Through the Ages, an
illustrated talk by Martha
Chiarchiaro

Flowers have been an
inspiration to artists for
centuries. Art historian
Martha Chiarchiaro will
explore the changes in
artistic style from the
Dutch floral artists of
the 17th century (includ-
ing several outstanding
women artists) to the

FUNDING

continued from page Al

port to 5,857 small busi-
nesses. This funding
has been made available
through a $668 million
business relief fund.
Additional grants will
be announced in the com-
ing weeks for thousands
of businesses, officials
said. For local restaurant
and bar owners, who
have been among the
most severely impacted
by the virus, the funding
can’t arrive soon enough.
“Our small business-
es have been challenged
throughout this crisis,
and each has played an
important role in stop-
ping the spread of this
deadly virus,” said Lt.
Gov. Karyn Polito. “Since
the first applications
came in for relief, we
have been working to pri-
oritize the small business
owners that need the help
the most, and I am proud
to see so many wom-
en-owned businesses, as
well as priority sectors,
included in this round of

grant awards.”

In addition to this lat-
est round of small busi-
ness grants, the state con-
tinues to review appli-
cations submitted for
its Sector-Specific Small
Business Relief Grant
Program. Businesses
set to receive addition-
al funds belong to the
following  industries:
restaurants and Dbars;
indoor recreation and
entertainment; gyms and
fitness centers; personal
services like nail salons
and barbershops; and
independent retailers.

Award notifications for
the sector-specific pro-
gram will be made this
month.

The Baker-Polito
Administration also
announced nearly $5
million in small busi-
ness technical assistance
grants for 63 nonprofit
organizations across the
state. The program aims
to expand economic and
entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities in underserved
communities throughout
the Commonwealth.

“These techni-
cal assistance grants
enable nonprofit orga-
nizations throughout
Massachusetts to provide
crucial services, such as
helping people apply for
pandemic-related grant
and loan programs; indi-
vidualized business man-
agement assistance; and
financial training,” read
a statement released by
Governor Baker’s office.
“The grant recipients,
selected through a com-
petitive process, are as
diverse as the business-
es they serve, including
community development
corporations, micro lend-
ers, and chambers of
commerce.”

Since Fiscal Year 2015,
the program has award-
ed more than $15 million
in grants. These funds
have directly benefited
more than 15,000 jobs
and served nearly 3,000
startup businesses across
Massachusetts.

To learn more about
grant opportunities, visit
WWW.mass.gov.

- our Select

" Meat Packages

Please call

' ASK

L for full details
nl -.-Ju.-l,.gh. " ) K
WARIRaE, o M)

G]’OOKQO/ G]’QQK 97 arm

~est. 1992 ~
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

B
BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED * NATURAL MEATS

10% off

Ir,|l. .

T

!-%1. .-"|l'i| IIHLT“'J;.:I;‘I :ﬁ

To purchase your meat packages CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com  Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

Find Us on Social Media
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sunflowers of Vincent
van Gogh and the irises
of Georgia O>Keeffe. The
paintings of contempo-
rary floral artists also
will be shown.

In addition, “Worcester
in Bloom,” a virtual
community exhibition
of Flora-inspired paint-
ings, drawings, photo-
graphs, sculptures, mixed
media pieces, and written
short stories or poems,
is available online from
Feb. 1-28. “Worcester in
Bloom” can be accessed
at worcesterart.org/flora.

High resolution images
from last year’s Flora in
Winter can be found here.

About the Worcester
Art Museum

The Worcester Art
Museum creates trans-

formative programs and
exhibitions, drawing on
its exceptional collec-
tion of art. Dating from
3,000 BC to the present,
these works provide the
foundation for a focus on
audience engagement,
connecting visitors of all
ages and abilities with
inspiring art and demon-
strating its enduring
relevance to daily life.
Creative initiatives—
including pioneering
collaborative programs

with local schools, fresh
approaches to exhibi-
tion design and in-gal-
lery teaching, and a long
history of studio class
instruction—offer oppor-
tunities for diverse audi-
ences to experience art
and learn both from and
with artists. For more
information about the
Worcester Art Museum,
visit worcesterart.org.

SCHOLARSHIPS

continued from page Al

Shrewsbury and Westborough High Schools. Learn
more about Central One and why we have been
chosen as one of the top credit unions in Central
Massachusetts. www.centralfcu.com

308 4
LAKESIDE

CELEBRATE
VALENTINE’S
DAY WITH US
FRI & SAT
NIGHT &

ALL DAY
SUN!

308 MAIN STREET
EAST BROOKFIELD
774-449-8333
308 LAKESIDE.COM

Find us on
Facebook

CASUAL WATERFRONT
DINING ON
LAKE LASHAWAY

WEEKLY DINE-IN SPECIALS
$6.99 East Brookfield Burgers: Monday thru Thursday during Lunch hours. (12to 4)
$10.99 Meals (Entree and Salad) Monday and Tuesday Dinner (4 to Close)
Italian Night $10.99 Italian Specials with Salad Wednesday Dinner (4 to Close )
Reservations are recommended to dine in
Take-out curb-side & delivery available
Masks are required of all non-toddler guests to enter.
Open 6 days a week Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun Noon-8; Fri & Sat Noon-9

Closed Mondays for the winter
Please visit our website or Facebook page for our full menu.

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

A A
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Stuckin a dinner.-:rﬁf? =
No time to cook?
Let us help!

We have a large variety of
home cooked meals

offered daily.

15% OFF ...,

Your purchase of
0 or more with coupon

Hearthstone Market & Catering ~ valid until February 28 2021

Rt. 20,630 Main Street

Sturbridge, MA 01566 = 508-347-7077
Open 7 Days a Week « 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarketl@gmail.com e hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

A Fresh Approach to
Healthy Living & Home Improvement

Advertise in this special supplement coming to the
Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Charlton Villager,
Sturbridge Villager, Southbridge News,
Webster Times, and Blackstone Valley Tribune,
and tell readers how your business can help
promote health & wellness for all,
or spruce up your home for Spring.

1/2 page
1/4 page
1/8th page

June Simakauskas
508-909-4062
jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Contact your sales representative

& HOME

A special supplement dedicated to the
Health and Wellness of people, pets,
and Spring Home Improvement

Publication Date:

April 23, 2021
Sales Deadline: April 8, 2021

AD S1ZES

Full Page Cover
Full page inside

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Your husiness not
health, home or
petrelated?
115,000 readers

will still
see your ad!

$1000
$800 B&W; $850 color
$500 B&W; $550 color
$300 B&W; $350 color
$200 B&W; $250 color

Mikaela Victor
508-909-4126
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Drive happier

new ® used ® refinanced

(0,99

rates as
low as
Car shopping?
Let our complimentary Auto Advisors help you!
Need auto coverage?
See if Oak Tree Insurance can save you money on your policy.

& ENTRALONE (&)

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
CENTRALFCU.COM 800-527-1017

*Annual Percentage Rate. Ratevaild as of 1/21/21. Other rates and terms available. Restrictions apply. Auto Refinance Disclosure: Stated rate assumes term of 24
months and LTV under 75%, includes a 0.25% discount for Direct Deposit and Electronic Loan Payment and an additional 0.25% discount when deducted from a
Central One Premium Checking account. Actual rate will be determined based on credit history, term, loan tovalue, and other factors. Call a lending -ﬁcﬂm

Gold Trusted ~
Service Awards
winner!

2o
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specialistat 800-527-1017 formore information.
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Why ‘Presidents’ Day’ actually

goes by another official name

An official list of federal holidays
in the United States won’t feature
“Presidents’ Day” among the observed
holidays. Some may say that’s prepos-
terous, as they’re certain that post offic-
es and other federal entities are closed
on such a day each February. While
the third Monday of February is com-
monly referred to as “Presidents’ Day”
throughout the United States, the day
is legally referred to as “Washington’s
Birthday.”

According to the U.S. Office of
Personnel Management, this holiday is
designated as “Washington’s Birthday”
in section 6103(a) of title 5 of the United
States Code, which is the law that spec-
ifies holidays for federal employees.
Though other institutions, such as state
and local governments and private
businesses may use other names, it is
OPM policy to always refer to holidays
by the names designated in the law.

History of Washington’s Birthday

The idea to give presidents a little
extra fanfare originally was estab-

- - -FL‘-- --w---lk‘ . ---1" A
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HUNDREDS OF DEALS

TWIN: Reg. $299

NOW $219°%

FULL: Reg. $499

MATTRESS
SALE!

QUEEN: Reg. $599

1000s OF APPLIANGES
J Yo%’z |IN STOGK FOR PICKUP OR DELIVERY
LU AL SLEDS - TOBOGGANS - ICE SKATES

PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

Co- Y - =0

Check www.whitcosales.com for special coupons

£ ¥

*

2020 EcoSport 4WD

Choose from 15
Up to $4,500 in Rebates

2014 Subaru XV Crosstrek 2.0i

AWD, Premium, Dark Gray, 4 cyl, cast wheels, 83K miles....
TU3010

$13.888

2017 Honda Civic EX
Black, 2.0L I-4 cyl, front wheel drive, cloth, auto, great mpg’s
...CU7490

$13.998

2016 Nissan Rogue SL
SUV AWD, Silver, 2.5L 4 cyl, NAV, moonroof, 61K miles....

$17,988

apm:smlzn'ns*
K "‘: snvmes

18 CU.FT. SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL KITCHENAID OVER THE RANGE ceselFcleanne | MW S AL =
REFRIGERATOR | REFRIGERATOR DISHWASHER MICROWAVE OVEN |SMOOTHTOP STOVE (75" LG Req. $999.99 $809.99
$SRO0%° | 40009 | $7QQ9° $4 RA99 SEQO99 |0 Lony e $549.99
699 1099 799 188 599%° [FiSresin e
32" Smart TV Reg. $169.99 $139.99
20 CU.FT. GE COMBO DELUXE ELECTRIC 5CUFT DELUXE SitoReg gron s sf;gg.gg
UPRIGHT WASHER & DRYER DISHWASHER i £9. - :
FREEZER s4 53.999 . e 29 CHESZT ;g:g = sszwg - ALL SONY & SAMSUNG TVs ON SALE!
$ 99
999 449 PRE-SEASON
FAMOUS MAKER GASOR |  DELUXE TOP LOAD MAYTAG GE TOP LOAD TCUFT
ELECTRIC RANGE WASHER TOP WASHER WASHER CHEST FREEZER B I K E S
Reg. 490 Rag, g9 Rag. 20" Reg '04g%
544999 544999 364999 569999 $27999 IN STOCK

HOURS: Hours: M-F 10-8 * Sat 9-8  Sun 12-7
w H I co 140 Main St., Spencer, MA
I 508-885-9343

lished in 1885 in recognition of George
Washington. After his death in 1799,
Washington’s birthday on February 22
became a day of remembrance, accord-
ing to History.com. Its observance as an
official holiday was signed into law in
1879 by President Rutherford B. Hayes.
Originally, the holiday only applied to
the District of Columbia, but in 1885 it
was expanded to the entire country.

Abraham Lincoln, another revered
American president whose birthday
was February 12, also was largely cel-
ebrated during the month of February
as a state holiday, particularly in his
home state of Illinois. In the 1960s, when
Congress proposed a measure known as
the Uniform Monday Holiday Act that
designated Monday as the day to cele-
brate various federal holidays, the pro-
posal also included a provision to com-
bine the celebration of Washington’s
and Lincoln’s birthdays to provide more
equal recognition of these two influen-
tial leaders. The name Presidents’ Day
was proposed at that time. However,
when the bill moving the celebration
of Washington’s birthday to the third
Monday in February went into effect
in 1971, Congress rejected the name
change, so it remained Washington’s
Birthday. That name stands to this day.

Why Presidents’ Day?

Even though federal calendars will list
February 15 this year as Washington’s
Birthday, it will largely be referred to as
Presidents’ Day. This unofficial moni-
ker developed in the 1970s due largely in
part to retailer’s use of that name to pro-
mote sales and the proximity of the holi-
day to both the birthdays of Washington
and Lincoln. Indeed, a Washington’s
Birthday furniture sale doesn’t have the
same ring to it as a Presidents’ Day sale.

No matter what the holiday is called,
Presidents’ Day offers citizens a chance
to learn more about the history behind
Washington and Lincoln — two pivotal
statesmen in American history.

2020 Ford Escape

Choose from 9
Choose $5000 Rebate or 0% Financing for 60 months
+$2000 Cash

e & dpre:OwnediValuest’'s & ¢

2021 Ford Explorer

Choose from 5

$2000 Rebates or 1.9% for 60 months + $1250 Cash

2015 Lexus Rx 330

SUV, AWD, Black w/
CuU7425

$23.888

TUO930R

2019 BMW 430X

Convertible
Hard Top, AWD, 19” wheels,

2019 Ranger

TU3018 NAV, neck warmers...CU9467 $30,888
$16.,488 REDUCED!!!
$45,999
2017 Ford Fusion Titanium (original MS'RP $63,110) _(I;LrJe:;A(/)%ab, 4x4,5.3L
Gray, AWD, power roof, NAV, leather 40K miles....CU7497
$39.888

leather 3.5L V6 cyl, power moonroof...

2017 Edge SEL
AWD, White Gold, 3.5L V6 cyl, leather, NAV, 39K miles...

$24,488 (Choose from 6 pre-owned Edge)

SuperCrew

Gray, 2.3 4 cyl turbo XLT, 29K miles FX4 package....TU3064

2019 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT

V8 cyl, T/Tow package, only 16K miles...

s s% ¢ Purchase with Confidence s 5% %

QUALITY SELECTION * QUALITY SERVICE * QUALITY DEALER

366 E. Main

Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield

877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

~ SALES HOURS —~

Monday-Friday 8:30am-6pm e Saturday till 2pm

~ SERVICE HOURS —
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm e Saturday till Noon

www.lamoureuxford.com






