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SPENCER – The 
Spencer-East Brookfield 
Regional School District, 
along with the Spencer 
Board of Health, will host 
a mobile vaccination 
clinic for all Spencer and 
East Brookfield students 
and residents.

The clinic will be held 
on Thursday, Sept. 9, 
from 3-6 p.m. It will take 
place in the David Prouty 
High School parking lot 
(306 Main St., Spencer).

The Pfizer vaccine 
will be administered 
during the clinic. For 

more information on the 
vaccine, visit Mass.gov/
COVIDvaccine.

To be eligible for the 
event, you must be 12 or 
older, and a resident of 
either Spencer or East 
Brookfield. Students 
attending school in these 
towns are also eligible.

State education leaders, 
including the Department 
of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, 
continue to promote vac-
cines as the most effective 
defense against COVID-
19. Plans are in motion at 

the state level to autho-
rize schools with vacci-
nation rates of 80 percent 
or higher to enable vacci-
nated students and staff 
to go unmasked, begin-
ning in October.

State officials will 
continue to mandate 
that unvaccinated stu-
dents and staff in all dis-
tricts remain masked. 
 
You can register for the 
clinic online by visit-
ing: https://tinyurl.com/
SEBRSDVAX.

  

Mobile vaccination clinic 
planned in Spencer

Local singer performs 
National Anthem for 
Worcester Red Sox

Photo Courtesy

Local singer Lauren Baker performed the National Anthem at a recent Worcester 
Red Sox game, with Camp Marshall counselor Matt Toon throwing the ceremonial 
first pitch.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – 
Representing Camp 
Marshall last week at 
Polar Park, standout 
local singer Lauren 
Baker got fans ready 
for baseball with her 
National Anthem per-
formance.

Baker, who lives 
in Spencer, delivered 
the Anthem before 
the Aug. 21 Worcester 
Red Sox game against 
the Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre RailRiders. She 
was joined at the game 
by Camp Marshall 
counselor Matt Toon, 
who threw the ceremo-
nial first pitch.

Having previously 
worked as a counsel-

or at Spencer’s Camp 
Marshall for two years, 
it meant a lot to Baker 
when camp officials 
asked if she would be 
interested in serving 
as a representative at 
the baseball game.  

“I will always sup-
port the camp because 
of how much I enjoyed 
working there,” said 
Baker, who has been 
singing for her entire 
life. 

Baker took part 
in multiple talent 
shows growing up, 
even auditioning for 
major national shows 
like “America’s Got 
Talent” and “The 
Voice.” Whether she 
is performing beneath 
the brightest lights or 

at smaller venues, she 
always enjoys using 
music to help give 
back.

“I made it pretty 
far on ‘America’s Got 
Talent,’ and it was a 
fun process, but in the 
end, I didn’t make the 
cut,” Baker told the 
New Leader. “I won 
a talent show when I 
was 12 that was for a 
lot of money, which is 
when I decided I want-
ed to learn guitar to 
play gigs live in restau-
rants. After spending 
years practicing, I got 
my first gig at 16 years 
old and have been 
playing acoustic and 
singing live gigs ever 

Henri leaves its mark 
on Route 9 corridor

REGION – Tropical 
Storm Henri left its mark 
on New England last 
week, but residents along 
the Route 9 corridor went 
largely unscathed.

Area towns experi-
enced sporadic tree dam-
age and power outages. 
In Leicester, Rawson 
Street was closed after 
a large fallen tree took 
down power lines near 
address 437. Emergency 
crews and National Grid 
were prepared for simi-
lar incidents throughout 
town, but they wound 
up dealing with minimal 
impacts over the two-day 
storm on August 22-23.

“We fared very well. 
Everybody was ready 
for the storm,” said 
Leicester Police Chief 
Ken Antanavica. “With 
the minimal amount 
of trees we had down, 
we cleaned up quickly. 

National Grid responded 
very quickly.”

Police in Spencer also 
reported limited power 
outages and tree dam-
age across town. SPD 
Chief David Darrin said 
his department received 
about a dozen calls for 
fallen tree limbs. No seri-
ous property damage or 
injuries were reported in 
town.

For many local resi-
dents, the most frustrat-
ing part of the storm 
was the amount of prep 
work they did to bring 
items inside ahead of 
what they anticipated as 
a major wind event. But 
the storm tracked to the 
east before making land-
fall, causing the fiercest 
winds to be avoided in 
Worcester County.

Residents told the New 
Leader they were glad to 
be well-prepared ahead 

of time. National Grid, 
which has come under 
fire for its lack of prepa-
ration in past storms, 
was commended for its 
quick responses this time 
around.

Elsewhere in the 
county, residents expe-
rienced a slightly more 
ominous version of 
Henri, with minor flood-
ing events reported in 
many towns to the east of 
Worcester. Meanwhile, 
three separate EF-0 tor-
nadoes touched down on 
August 23, the first in 
Marlborough, followed 
by minor twisters in 
Bolton and Stow. A fun-
nel cloud was reported in 
Hudson.

The tornadoes caused 
minor damage to trees, 
property, and power 
lines, but no injuries 
were reported. 

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

SPENCER – With the 
field of town administra-
tor candidates narrow-
ing, officials are hopeful 
that a final pool will soon 
be introduced to resi-
dents.

Following its meeting 
on Aug. 26, the Town 
Administrator Search 
Committee is close to 
formalizing its top level 
of candidates. The pool 
could include as many 
as five candidates, and 
officials are aiming to 
involve the public in the 
final interview process.

“We have seen some 
very qualified can-
didates,” said John 
Howard, the Select 
Board’s designee to the 
search committee. “We 
want to allow the can-
didates to come in and 
have the public speak to 
them.”

Select Board Chairman 
Gary Woodbury supports 
the idea of public engage-

ment with the candidates 
prior to the Board’s inter-
views and final decision. 

“It would be great for 
the public to be involved 
in this so they know who 
each person is before the 
interviews,” Woodbury 
said.

Spencer has been on 
the hunt for a new admin-
istrator since Thomas 
Gregory left in the spring 
after three years on the 
job. His reviews were 
mixed among residents 
and officials, and select-
men understand the 
importance surrounding 
their next decision. Not 
only will the new town 
administrator be tasked 
with helping to lead the 
community out of the 
COVID-19 morass, but 
also advancing several 
inherited projects and 
proposals. From building 
reuse plans to continued 
downtown improvement, 
Spencer currently has 
many projects and oppor-
tunities in motion, as 

well as the solar devel-
opment proposals that 
must be addressed once 
the moratorium ends in 
November.

For now, Interim Town 
Administrator William 
Ross is holding down 
the fort – a familiar role. 
He previously served in 
an interim TA capacity 
before Gregory was hired 
in 2018.

“He has done an excel-
lent job. He handles 
everything very well,” 
Howard said. 

Officials are hoping 
to announce the next 
town administrator later 
this month or early in 
October. The timeline 
will be dependent on the 
interview process, as well 
as the new hire’s window 
for providing final notice 
to current employers.

To learn more about 
the process and upcom-
ing important dates, visit 
www.spencerma.gov. 

Photo Courtesy

Tropical Storm Henri brought down this tree on Rawson Street in Leicester.

Turn To BAKER, page     A3

Town Administrator 
Search Committee 
hopes to present 
candidates soon
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It’s harvest season and 
Farmer’s Markets are sell-
ing tomatoes and cukes 
in bulk, workshops on 
preserving produce are 
filling up fast and can-
ning jar manufacturers 
report double digit hikes 
in sales. There’s no doubt 
about it, canning contin-
ues to make a comeback!

Whether canning in bulk to use up 
garden vegetables or filling a few jelly 
jars for holiday gifts, the following 
information is geared toward helping 
your preserving efforts pay off in both 
financial and “feel good” benefits.

***
Not sure if canning is worth 

the work?  Consider the many 
“perks” of processing food at home, 
which  include:

 
*The ability to control the salt, sugar 

and additive content of the foods you 
intend to preserve.

 * Studies show foods canned at peak 
ripeness offer superior nutrition and 
flavor despite the typical loss of vita-
mins during the heating process.

*Processing foods also allows season-
al fruits and vegetables to be enjoyed 
throughout the year.

*Since the canning process doesn’t 
rely on refrigeration for preservation, 
canned foods are readily available and 
safe during power outages or appliance 
shut downs.

***
One of the joys of canning is the 

ability to literally put the fruits of your 
garden labor on the dinner table. For 
those who don’t grow their own foods, 
a trip to a farmer’s market or neigh-
borhood farm stand can reap bushels of 
freshly picked produce.  Don‘t be afraid 
to ask for “seconds” and/or discounts 
on less than perfect but perfectly fine 
produce. Just be sure to overlook those 
with obvious bruises or major imper-
fections.

***
 Common backyard garden vegeta-

bles such as tomatoes and cucumbers 
are popular candidates for canning as 
they offer a variety of finished products 
from condiments to side dishes. Best of 
all, a few old fashioned canning reci-
pes can transform the versatile garden 
favorites into glistening jars of pantry 
staples. For example, tomatoes can be 
prepped to be canned as tomato sauce, 
tomato soup, tomato juice, salsa, ketch-
up, and more. Cucumbers transform 
into sweet gherkins, dill pickles, chow 
chow and a variety of relishes. Orchard 
fruits such as apples and peaches can be 
processed as jelly, butter, chutney, pie 
filling, syrups and sauces.

***
Before choosing a preferred meth-

od of processing be sure to study the 
options, all of which are available in 
canning “how to” books or online. For 
safety’s sake be sure your resources are 

up to date, since 
processing rec-
o m m e n d a t i o n s 
have changed in 
the past several 
years. A new edi-
tion of the classic 

Ball Blue Book is always 
useful. Online, a reliable 
and free resource titled 
“U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s “Complete 
Guide to Home 
Canning,” is available 
and can be accessed by 
visiting www.uga.edu/
nchfp/publications/
publications_usda.html.

***
Here are some simple canning “tips 

from the pros” worth noting:
*Never use overripe fruit. A good rule 

of thumb to remember is that canning 
can’t improve the quality of food, so 
always begin with top quality fruits, 
ripe and free of bruises.

* Don’t be tempted to over do the cel-
ery, peppers, onions and other low acid 
ingredient in pickles or other recipes. 
Stick to the recipe to avoid creating an 
unsafe product.

*Never add considerably more spices 
or seasonings than a recipe calls for. 
Some spices can be high in bacteria and 
too much of a good thing can put your 
safety at risk.

*Be sure to wash hands and all food 
prep surfaces and all canning supplies 
thoroughly before starting the canning 
process,

*Always wash and examine all foods 
to be canned. Be sure to cut out any 
bruises and discard any overripe fruits 
and vegetables.

*Never reuse canning jar lids. Be sure 
to seal jars with a new, clean lid each 
and every time.

*Do not store filled jars above 95° F 
or near hot pipes, a range, a furnace, in 
a non insulated attic, or in direct sun-
light. Under these conditions, food will 
lose quality in a few weeks or months 
and may spoil.

*Don’t store jars in damp areas such 
as a basement. Dampness may corrode 
metal lids, break seals, and encourage 
spoilage.

***
Pepper Jelly
This jelly, which uses up the last of 

the season’s garden peppers, makes a 
festive holiday gift.

Ingredients: 3 green bell peppers, 
minced; 2 (4 ounce) cans diced jalapeno 
peppers

1 1/2 cups distilled white vinegar; 
6 1/2 cups white sugar; 1/2 teaspoon 
cayenne pepper; 1 (6 fluid ounce) con-
tainer liquid pectin; 5 drops green food 
coloring.

Directions: In a large, stainless steel 
saucepan, combine peppers, vinegar, 
sugar, and cayenne pepper. Cook over 
medium high heat. Stir frequently until 
mixture begins to boil.

Stir in pectin; boil 5 minutes longer, 
stirring constantly, and mix in food 
coloring. Skim off foam, and remove 
from heat.

Ladle into sterilized jars. Seal and 
process in a boiling-water canner for 5 
minutes.

***
Apple Chutney
It’s apple season in New England and 

this chutney, made from freshly picked 
fruit, will be the perfect accompaniment 

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

Fall
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

Archie came to the shelter as a 
stray from a local town. He was found 
sitting in the middle of the street  and was rescued by a 
member of the highway department. Archie is a sweet, 
playful and cute little guy. 

He LOVES attention and he loves to play with the oth-
er cats at the shelter. Besides playing; his other favorite 
activity is eating. We would love to find Archie a home 
with another kitten. 

His playful antics bring a smile to your face.

P.A.L. of the Week
Sponsored by Cormier Jewelers

Name: Archie
Breed: DSH 
Sex: Male   Age: Kitten

People for Animals League
www.people4animals.org

Spencer MA • 774-745-8041

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385
cormierspencer.com  

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

Have a safe & happy  
Labor Day weekend! 

We are  
closing for vacation 

August 29 
thru Sept 6, 

and will re-open on 
September 7

BENEFIT FOR 
JAMIE’S KIDS

Cupcake Bar, Music, Raffles, Food, Bounce House! 
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT ($10)

Saturday, September 18th, 2021 • 2pm – 10pm
Brookfield od   l  

5  e er o d, Brookfield, MA 01515

Jamie’s was a wife, mother and a friend who lost her life tragically  
to domestic violence on June 22nd, 2021. 

Jamie’s three children are now left without a Mother or a Father.
This benefit is to help her Children and to make their lives a little brighter. 

Country Club
Acres

61 Airport Road, Dudley MA 01571

Single Family homes for Homeowners 55+ 

CALL FRAN SILVA 508-208-9371

 to set up an appointment to see a similar development in Shrewsbury.

One - level 
Living

SIMILAR HOME

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Homeowners 55+ Single Family Detached Condominiums at 

Pre-Construction Pricing...Starting at  $399,000!  
We O�er VA Loans

Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

Harvest Canning Tips

KAREN
TRAINOR

TAKE

THE

HINT

Turn To TRAINOR page     A3

          

Customers 
can’t find 
you if they 

can’t
 see you

Get seen 
every week 

by thousands 
of people!

Call us today  
to reserve 
your  spot

508.764.4325
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to upcoming holiday feasts.
Ingredients: 2 quarts chopped, cored, 

pared tart apples (about 10 medium); 
1 cup chopped onions; 1 cup chopped 
sweet red bell peppers (about 2 medi-
um); 2 hot red peppers, seeded and 
chopped; 1½ pounds seedless raisins; 
4 cups brown sugar; 3 tablespoons mus-
tard seed; 2 tablespoons ground gin-
ger; 2 tablespoons ground allspice; 2 
teaspoons canning salt; 1 clove garlic, 
crushed; 1 quart white vinegar (5%).

Directions: Combine all ingredients; 
simmer until thick, about 1 hour and 15 
minutes. As mixture thickens stir fre-
quently to prevent sticking. Pour boil-
ing hot chutney into hot jars, leaving 

½ inch headspace. Remove air bubbles 
and adjust headspace if needed. Wipe 
rims of jars with a dampened clean 
paper towel; adjust two-piece metal 
canning lids. Process in boiling water 
canner according to the altitude rec-
ommendations below. Makes about six 
pint jars.

Recommended process time for Apple 
Chutney pints in a boiling water canner 
(altitude chart): 1-1,000 ft, 10 minutes; 
1,001-6,000 ft, 15 minutes; above 6,000 ft, 
20 minutes.

.**
 Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the histor-
ic Publick House Historic Inn in 
Sturbridge! Simply send in a hint to 
be entered into a random drawing. 

One winner per month will win a fab-
ulous three course dinner for two at the 
renowned restaurant, located on Route 
131 across the town common in historic 
Sturbridge.  Because I’m in the business 
of dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I’m counting on you readers out there to 
share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy 
tip that has worked for you?  Do you have 
a question regarding household or gar-
den matters?  If so, why not share them 
with readers of Stonebridge Press news-
papers?  Send questions and/or hints 
to: Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.
com.  Hints are entered into a drawing 
for dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn. 

TRAINOR
continued from page    A2

since.”
A graduate of Wachusett Regional 

High School, Baker is currently study-
ing media and communications at 
Salem State University. She is partic-
ularly interested in music journalism. 

“To pursue this, I have my own blog 
called ‘Whatsperception.com’ where I 
write about music,” said Baker, who 
is also a waitress at a bar in downtown 
Boston.

In terms of musical inspiration, 
Baker has always enjoyed the music of 
Dominic Fike. 

“He started with nothing and made 
it to the big leagues with nothing but 
talent,” Baker said. “His music is obvi-
ously so beautiful as well. He writes 
his own songs, too, which shows his 
authenticity.” 

Most of the songs Baker performs are 
either pop, acoustic, rock, or country. 
From Ed Sheeran to The Beatles to 
Dolly Parton, she enjoys music across 
a range of genres and generations. She 
also loves listening to a variety of art-
ists, especially in hip hop/rap and rock. 

“There are so many artists, I couldn’t 
begin to share the tip of the iceberg, 
but my top four would be Mac Miller, 
Dominic Fike, Weezer, and The Arctic 
Monkeys,” Baker said. 

BAKER
continued from page    A1

ACCURACY WATCH

The Spencer New Leader is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in the 
editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will return 
your phone call or email.

Piano Tuning 
             Repair&

GLEN STEVENS

508-885-3705

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ECONOMY SHOP IS NOW OPEN

HOURS: 
Wednesday thru Friday 9-1

MASKS REQUIRED 
207 Main Street, Spencer, MA

508-885-5131BINGO 
IS BACK!

Knights of Columbus  
 Spencer Senior Center

68 Maple Street, Spencer, MA
 Thursdays @ 6:30 pm

Progressive Games • Prizes $50 and up
Refreshments:   

Hot Dogs, Soda & Coffee, Doughnuts

BRING A FRIEND, WIN SOME MONEY,  
& HAVE SOME FUN!!

Attention North Brook�eld 
Water Users:

WATER MAIN FLUSHING
Aug. 30, 2021 through Sept. 17, 2021

�e North Brook�eld Water Department will be �ush-
ing water mains throughout town beginning Monday, 
August 30 through Friday, September 17, 2021.

�e purpose of the �ushing is to remove sediment 
buildup in the mains. �e �ushing may result in tem-
porary discoloration of the water, caused by small par-
ticles dislodged during the �ushing. �is discoloration 
might stain your laundry, especially white materials.  

Flushing is performed between the hours of 7:30 AM 
and 3:30 PM. We post our daily �ushing schedule on 
the North Brook�eld Water Department’s Facebook 
page. If you would like additional information, please 
call the Water Department at (508) 867-0207.

CIESLA CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 
237 FISKE HILL ROAD • STURBRIDGE, MA  01566 

508-347-3455

HELP WANTED
CONSTRUCTION LABORER

AMBITIOUS, DEPENDABLE,  
WILLING TO LEARN ABOUT SITE AND UTILITY WORK

APPLY IN PERSON 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 – 4:30

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE

Saturday, September 18, 2021

Grouped Items: 
Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no TV’s) Tools 
- hand tools, lights, flooring etc… Furniture - Tables, 
chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc… House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, 
cups, small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, 
baseball equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes 
- shirts, pants, jackets, shoes, bags
Kids toys and baby items - high chairs, bouncy, 
games, seats Antiques

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Rd, Dudley
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 p.p. fee

9am until 3pm FREE
“New this Year, we are able to accept CREDIT 

CARDS!”
24,000 sqft of yard sale items - ONE DAY ONLY -

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Looking for fun, hard working individuals to 
help out at woodstock fair. 

We are looking for people to help out in food 
stands for Fiesta shows. 

16 years and older with no experience needed. 
�is will be a fun way to earn extra money

Contact Jacques at 603 997 8091 or 
food@�estashows.com

WOODSTOCK FAIR
HELP WANTED

Area residents to participate in 
Boston Marathon®  
Jimmy Fund Walk

REGION — Nine residents from 
Spencer will choose their own route on 
Oct. 3 for the Boston Marathon® Jimmy 
Fund Walk: Your Way presented by 
Hyundai. Participants are encouraged 
to “Walk Your Way” from wherever 
they are most comfortable—whether 
that be from their neighborhood, favor-
ite trail, or from a treadmill in their 
own home.    

David Darrin, Marie Gryszowka, 
Paula Hunt, Debra Lavallee, Richard 
Lavallee, Allan Miner, Wendy Miner, 
James Pervier, and Steve Shamoian, 
along with thousands of other walk-
ers, will participate in virtual program-
ming during the Walk that aims to 
recreate the most inspiring elements 
of Walk day. While the event will not 
physically bring walkers together along 
the famed Boston Marathon® course, it 
will unite the community to raise funds 
to support all forms of adult and pedi-
atric care and cancer research at the 

nation’s premier cancer center, Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.  The event has 
raised more than $150 million for Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute in its more than 
30 year history. 

“While we can’t see everyone in per-
son this year, we are excited for the vir-
tual programing which will give partic-
ipants the opportunity to support break-
throughs in cancer care and research 
at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,” 
said Zack Blackburn, Director of the 
Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk. 
“Together, from a safe distance, we will 
take critical strides in the journey to 
defy cancer.” 

This year’s event will have a lower 
fundraising requirement, $100 for 
adults and $25 for those under 18, with a 
$5 registration fee. All registered walk-
ers will receive a bib and medal and 
the first 5,000 to register will receive a 
Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt. 

Anyone interested in additional 

information can reference the Jimmy 
Fund Walk: Your Way frequently 
asked questions or can send an email 
to JimmyFundWalk@DFCI.Harvard.
edu. Funds raised from the Jimmy Fund 
Walk support all forms of adult and pedi-
atric patient care and cancer research 
at the nation’s premier cancer cen-
ter, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. The 
Boston Athletic Association has sup-
ported the Jimmy Fund Walk since 
1989, and Hyundai has been the present-
ing sponsor since 2002. 

To register to walk 
(#JimmyFundWalk) or to support a 
walker visit www.JimmyFundWalk.
org or call (866) 531-9255. All Jimmy 
Fund Walk participants are encouraged 
to utilize the Charity Miles App to help 
with training and fundraising, engage 
with Dana-Farber patient stories and 
podcasts, and much more! 

DON’T 
MISS 

A THING!



4  SPENCER NEW LEADER    •   Friday, September 3, 2021

ELMIRA, N.Y. — Maria 
Kapoukranidis, of Leicester 
received the Elmira College 
Key Award for their academic 
and community leadership. A 
tradition that goes back to 1935, 
the EC Key Award is presented 
to outstanding students in their 
junior year of high school or 
preparatory school.

This year, the award was 
given to 790 students in 14 
states. Recipients receive an 
$80,000 scholarship over a 
four-year period, $20,000 per 
year, upon enrolling at Elmira 
College.

“This award is given to stu-
dents with the potential to excel 
academically, serve as leaders, 
and go on to enjoy success in 
life,” said Charles Lindsay, 
president of Elmira College. 
“We hope they will choose 

to make Elmira College their 
place.”

Sponsored by the EC Alumni 
Association, the Key Award 
recognizes students for 
high scholastic achieve-
ment, leadership, citizen-
ship, and participation 
in extracurricular activ-
ities.

Founded in 1855, 
Elmira College is a pri-
vate, residential, liber-
al arts college offering 
25-plus majors, an hon-
ors program, 17 academic 
societies, and 18 Division 
III varsity teams. Located 
in the Southern Finger 
Lakes Region of New 
York, Elmira’s under-
graduate and graduate 
student population hails 
from more than 20 states 

and nine coun-
tries. Elmira is a 
Phi Beta Kappa 
College and has 
been ranked a top 
college, nationally, 
for student intern-
ships. The College 
is also home to the 
Center for Mark 
Twain Studies, one 
of four historically 
significant Twain 
heritage sites in 
the U.S., which 
attracts Twain 
scholars and 
educators from 
around the world 
for research on the 
famous literary 
icon. Proud of its 
history and tradi-

tion, the College is committed 
to the ideals of community ser-
vice, and intellectual and indi-
vidual growth.

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

REGION – Less than a month 
after authorizing local school 
boards to approve their own 
mask policies for the upcom-
ing year, state leaders have 
reversed course and mandated 
masking in schools. 

At a special meeting held 
on Aug. 24, the state’s Board 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education voted 9-1 to give 
Commissioner Jeffrey Riley the 
authority to mandate masks in 
all K-12 public schools through 
at least Oct. 1. 

When students left school in 
June for the summer break, 
they assumed they were 
also leaving mask mandates 
behind. COVID-19 conditions 
were rapidly improving at the 
time, but the highly contagious 
Delta variant caused a signif-
icant reversion over the last 
month. 

Now, as students head back 
to school, they’ll once again 
have to include masks in their 
daily preparations.

“In light of the current rise 
of COVID-19 in Massachusetts, 

I believe a mask mandate 
will be an important addi-
tional measure to keep stu-
dents in school safely at this 
time,” Commissioner Riley 
said. “Masks remain a simple 
and effective mitigation mea-
sure to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19. A mandate will also 
provide more time for students 
and staff to get vaccinated, as 
we know vaccination remains 
the single most important tool 
in mitigating the impact of 
COVID-19.”

The late changes in policy at 
the state level frustrated local 
school officials, parents, and 
students. Many school com-
mittees had already voted on 
masking guidance for the fall of 
2021, only to have state leaders 
override local policies at the 
last minute. Governor Charlie 
Baker had even supported the 
DESE’s previous recommen-
dations that individual school 
districts determine their own 
masking regulations.

“Giving the locals the oppor-
tunity to own the decisions 
they make is a big and import-
ant issue,” Baker said during 

an Aug. 16 press conference. “If 
you look at what has played out 
in other states where the gov-
ernment has taken away the 
authority for locals to make 
their own decisions, that’s 
not the right way to play this 
game.”

Despite the vacillation 
among state educational lead-
ers, many local school officials 
and parents are pleased with 
the eventual change back to 
mask mandates. Officials had 
been concerned about how 
to ensure continued safety in 
schools without firm policies 
in place, especially with unvac-
cinated students, staff mem-
bers, and visitors returning to 
school buildings this fall.

The state’s latest mask man-
date applies to all public school 
students in grades K-12, as well 
as staff members. It includes 
an exemption for individuals 
who cannot wear a mask for 
medical or behavioral reasons.

At the end of September, 
Commissioner Riley will reas-
sess COVID-19 conditions 
and determine with medical 
experts whether the mask man-
date should be extended. With 
cases and hospitalizations 
sharply rising nationwide over 
the last month, many experts 
are predicting that conditions 
will worsen with the return of 
colder weather. 

State officials said all deci-
sions related to masking, how-
ever unpopular, are made with 
the goal of keeping students in 
class full-time this year. Riley 
and his team have faced pres-

sure all summer from parents 
and educators on both sides of 
the debate.

“At the forefront of my 
recommendation is the best 
interest of students and staff 
as they return safely to full-
time, in-person instruction 
this fall,” Riley said. “While 
we have already put in place 
significant measures to sup-
port schools and districts in 
this regard, I am recommend-
ing this additional measure 
in light of the increasing case 
rates, and to further encourage 
and provide additional time for 
more students and staff to get 
vaccinated.”

State officials said the mask 
mandate complements addi-
tional safety measures that 
were implemented jointly by 
the DESE and the Department 
of Public Health (DPH). These 
include guidance for schools 
on hosting vaccination clinics, 
establishing plans for COVID-
19 testing in schools, and 
improving health screening for 
students and staff. 

State officials are also utiliz-
ing the mask mandate as a tool 
to incentivize vaccination. In 
an August 20 memo released 
by Riley, the Commissioner 
indicated that, as of Oct. 1, all 
schools with a vaccination rate 
of 80 percent or greater for stu-
dents and staff will be able to 
lift the mask mandate for vac-
cinated individuals only. 

“Schools would be able to 
submit an attestation form pro-
vided by DESE to demonstrate 
they have met this threshold,” 

Riley wrote. “Once schools 
reach the 80 percent thresh-
old and receive approval to lift 
the mask mandate, vaccinated 
students and staff may remove 
their masks. In alignment with 
statewide guidance, unvacci-
nated students and staff would 
be required to continue wear-
ing masks.” 

The latest mask mandate 
from DESE aligns with similar 
orders in schools and workplac-
es across the country. Now that 
the Pfizer vaccine has gained 
full FDA approval, the nation-
wide push for increased vacci-
nation rates received a major 
shot in the arm. Last week, 
several companies and agen-
cies joined the list of employers 
requiring staff members to be 
vaccinated. 

For Riley and his team, the 
push for increased vaccina-
tions will continue through the 
fall. Officials are heavily pro-
moting vaccination clinics as 
the cold and flu season looms. 
For now, state leaders are rely-
ing on the mask mandate to 
maintain safety.

“I believe having these mea-
sures in place will allow for a 
strong start of the school year 
and provide additional safety 
measures until more students 
and staff are vaccinated,” Riley 
said. “As always, we will con-
tinue to monitor developments, 
consult with medical experts 
and public health officials, and 
adjust requirements as appro-
priate.” 

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~
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REAL ESTATE

SPENCER ALMANAC

BROOKFIELD 
$272,000, 109 Webber Rd, Vaill-

Baker, Glenna, to Rogers, William 
P.

$75,000, Old Rice Corner Cross Rd 
#A, Servant, Ryan R, and Servant, 
Kaitlin, to Monaco, Mario, and 
Monaco, Jill.

LEICESTER
$724,000, 1 Maple Glen Ln, 

Turcotte, David W, and Turcotte, 
Deborah E, to Bosco, Karyn A, and 
Palubeckis, David S.

$455,000, 32 Siani Rd, Ho, Judy, 
and Incas, Kevin, to Surdeen-
Hathaway, A N, and Hathaway, 
Michael T.

$354,000, 45 Burncoat St, Jarosz, 
Pamela, and Jarosz, John, to 
Farmer, Kyle C.

$300,000, 8 Mayflower Rd, Bates, 
Scott, to Cortes, Yarelis, and Cortes, 
Cesareo.

$295,000, 40 Lakeview Dr, Power, 
Katherine F, to Mcmanus-Hazzard, 
Lee, and Hazzard, Mike.

$179,000, 75 Huntoon Memorial 
Hwy #6-10, Bostick, Samantha E, 
to Geary, Zachary, and Dumas, 
Kristine.

NORTH BROOKFIELD
$250,000, 16 Oakham Rd, Haskell, 

Aimee L, to Thompson, Travis S, 
and Holland, Alexandra P.

SPENCER
$439,000, 124 Hastings Rd, Dolan, 

Donna L, and Dolan, Richard L, 
to Gardiner, Jason, and Gardiner, 
Theresa.

$390,000, 17 Ashview Dr, 
Palubeckis, David S, to Cardona, 
Cordelia, and Cardona, Danny.

$390,000, 47 High St, Roberts, 
William, and Roberts, Jennifer M, 
to Estrella, Marco.

$310,000, 2 Candlewood Dr #2, 
Dziembowski, Heather L, and 
Belmonte, Jason R, to Dill, Victoria 
C, and Mccue, Jacob R.

$299,000, 15 Donnelly Rd, Bowen, 
James M, to Lambert, Kevin.

$260,000, 128-1/2 Mechanic St, 
Lamb, Kathy R, to Melzar, Emily R.

WARREN
$445,000, 915 Southbridge Rd, 

Durling, Robert E, and Durling, 
Ruth L, to Joyce, Roger L, and 
Joyce, Alice.

$355,000, 33 Ramsdell St, Moulton, 
Kyle E, and Caroll, Alyssa D, to 
Stella, John M, and Stella, Kimberly.

WEST BROOKFIELD
$33,250, 372 W Main St, Renzulli, 

Cheryl, and Renzulli, Vincent, to 
Westbrook Prop Mgmt LLC.

State officials reverse course 
on masking in schools

Maria Kapoukranidis receives 
Elmira College Key Award
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  Community 
     Connection

Your guide to local businesses and events! To join us, please call June at 508-909-4062 
or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news. 

A Unique Destination Experience

Classes, Health Food & Products

Yoga

Qi Flow

Holy Fire Reiki

  Love the Life 
you Live!

125 Southbridge Road, Charlton, MA 01507  
(508) 248-9797 www.charltonoil.com

CURRENT OIL PRICE  $2.30/gallon*
Monday, Aug. 9 • 100 gallon minimum

* call or visit website for the most up-to-date price * prices subject to change

 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 
AVAILABLE

PROPANE  Price Per Gallon
75-150 .................................. $2.35
150-300 ................................ $1.99
300-500 ................................ $1.85
500 Plus ........................Call O�ce

Tanks Filled to 80% • Driver Discretion

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH! 
No Long-term Contract Required to Buy Propane. 

Call office for details.

Your locally-owned hometown  
heating oil specialists

Sales & Service!
OIL

PROPANE

ONLINE  
ORDERING NOW 
AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

NOW HIRING 
CLASS B DRIVERS

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 8/30/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

Meatball 
Sub

Sm. 8” $4.99 
Lg. 12” $5.99

Cannot be combined with other specials or coupons. 

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS
Pepperoni 

Pizza
Sm. $4.99  
Lg. $7.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $3.49!

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~ 
www.northeastpizza.com

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

TACO TUESDAY!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, MassachusettsEast Brookfield, Massachusetts

Grass Fed Grass Finished Beef 
& Pasture Raised Pork

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Person of the Week is sponsored by:

PERSON
   WEEKof
the

764 Main Street  

(Rte. 67) Warren, MA 

413.436.7721 

www.spencerchrysler.com

NEW • USED • SALES • SERVICE

Mon-Thurs 8:00-8:00 • Fri. 8:00-6:00 • Sat: 9:00-4:00

SPENCER

Bus Drivers, School Administrators, and Teachers of 

Spencer, North Brookfield, Leicester, East Brookfield…

For their efforts during the recent FIRST RIDE FOR SAFETY 

program sponsored by AA Transportation in East Brookfield. Nearly 

100 kindergarteners from several area towns were able to take 

a ride on a school bus and learn about the “danger zone” in the 

front of the bus, learn about bus light and policies, and how to 

safely cross in front of a bus. This program will help to make the 

first ride on a school bus less stressful and safer, thanks to all of 

you who took part in this program.

If you would like to nominate a  

PERSON OF THE WEEK, please email your suggestion to  

jsima@stonebridgepress.news. Thank you.

Local golf results
Quail Hollow Golf & Country Club
Pit’s Crew
First place (-10): Rick Nolin, Bob 

Demaio, Rusty Snow, Bud Powers
Second place (-9): Glen Wuerthele, Bill 

Hickey, Bill Parson, Ron Thompson
Third place (-6): Dennis Cooney, Hector 

Vasquez, Bill Gaudette, Dick Morse
6/6/6 Tournament
First place (72): Adam Kettles and Rick 

Rearick
Second place (72): Tom Gareau and 

Mike Caruso
Third plac3 (73): Mike Geisel and Mark 

Morin
Mixed Division
First place (75): Art and Barbara Rossi
Second place (75): Todd and Tina Allen
Low Best Ball (17): John and Tina 

Como
Low Scramble (23): Matt Stepanski and 

Tom Staiti
Low Scotch (27): Marc Kokansky and 

Dave Woodward
Kettle Brook Golf Club
Kettle One League Week 18 

First Place: Jeff Wozniak/
Stein Berthiaume, +7 
Second Place: Vinny 
Cloutier/George Kiritsy, +4 
High Individual: Vinny Cloutier, +5 
Closest to the Pin on No. 12: Roger 
Pontbriand

Knights of Columbus to 
host charity golf  
tournament

BROOKFIELD — Knights of 
Columbus Council # 11080, Our Lady 

of the Sacred Heart Parish, Brookfield/
West Brookfield, Massachusetts, is hav-
ing their Fourth Annual Alex Cordy 
Memorial Charity Golf Tournament 
at Quail Hollow Golf and Country 
Club,  1822 Old Turnpike Road,  Oakham,  
on Saturday,  Sept. 25. Check-in begins 
at 7 a.m., with a shotgun Start at 8 a.m.  
Awards and dinner will follow in the 
clubhouse. Cost for team of 4: 18 holes 
of golf, cart & meal: $400. Team of 4: 
golf and cart only: $300. Prizes 1st & 2nd 
Place Teams, Closest to Pin Women & 
Men, Longest Drive Women & Men. Pre-
registration is required. Sponsorships 
available. To register, or for more infor-
mation, contact Wally Connor at wally-
connor122@gmail.com or (413) 813-8100.

Local man selected 
as delegate to Angus 
Asosciation

WEST BROOKFIELD — David W. 
Salem, West Brookfield, has been elect-
ed as a delegate to the 138th American 
Angus Association® Convention of 
Delegates, set to be held Nov. 8 at the 
Fort Worth Convention Center in Fort 
Worth, Texas, reports Mark McCully, 
chief executive officer of the American 
Angus Association.

Salem, a member of the American 
Angus Association with headquarters 
in Saint Joseph, Missouri, is one of 306 
Angus breeders who have been elected 
by fellow members in their state to serve 
as a representative at the annual meet-
ing. Representing the United States and 
Canada, the delegates will participate in 
the business meeting and elect new offi-
cers and five directors to the American 
Angus Association board.

Held in conjunction with the 

138th Annual Convention of 
Delegates, the Angus Convention is set to 
take place Nov. 6-8, in Fort Worth, Texas. 
The Angus Convention offers unrivaled 
opportunities for real-world education 
and face-to-face networking.

The American Angus Association is 
the nation’s largest beef breed organi-
zation, serving nearly 25,000 members 
across the United States, Canada and 
several other countries. For more infor-
mation about Angus cattle, visit www.
ANGUS.org.

9/11 remembrance  
service planned in West 
Brookfield

WEST BROOKFIELD — A Service of 
Remembrance will be held on the West 
Brookfield Common at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 11.  We welcome all people to gather 
with us for this brief service of prayers 
and readings.   

Rev. Ann M Rogers Brigham, Minister 
of the First Congregational Church of 
West Brookfield, UCC, Pastor Sandy Dam 
of the George Whitefield United Methodist 
Church and Rev. Joseph D. Rice, Pastor 
of the Roman Catholic communities 
of  Mary Oratory (SM) in Brookfield & 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church (SH) in 
West Brookfield will lead the service. 

We will also provide an opportunity 
throughout the morning and early after-
noon for people to express their appreci-
ation to our local first responders (police, 
fire, EMTS, medical professionals) and 
those who responded on 9/11.  People 
may write messages of thanks that will be 
given to our first responders later in the 
day.  For more information, you may call 
the First Congregational Church of West 
Brookfield at 508-867-7078.
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Hi! My name is Jayven  
and I like to play board 

games and football!

Javyen is an inquisitive boy of 
African-American and Hispanic 
descent. He loves board games 
and is always happy to play one, 
either with his friends or with an 
adult. Jayven also likes to be 
outside, and his favorite outdoor 
activity is playing football, which 
he is currently doing with Pop 
Warner Football. Jayven likes 
playing football so much that 
when he grows up, he would 
like to play for the NFL. Just in 
case he isn’t drafted, though, he 
is also considering careers as a 
detective or as a piano teacher. 
Jayven is currently doing well in 
school.

Legally freed for adoption, 
Jayven is looking for a loving and patient family of any constellation, with 
or without other children in the home. Jayven is very close with his young-
er brother and has expressed a desire to be a role model for him. An ideal 
family for Jayven will be open to helping him maintain this relationship.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j

j j j j j j

Jayven
Age 14

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
ILL

ER
 STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

STORM CLEAN-UP

This feature is for churches, senior centers, libraries,  
or other civic organizations who have  
events coming up. 

Call June at 508-909-4062 or  
email jsima@stonebridgepress.news  
for advertising sizes and prices

Socially Speaking…

Area seniors celebrate at Sheriff’s Senior Picnic
SHREWSBURY — Worcester County 

Sheriff Lew Evangelidis had the dis-
tinct pleasure of hosting more than 
1,000 senior citizens in 600 vehicles from 
throughout Worcester County for the 
Sheriff’s Annual Senior Picnic held 
on Saturday, Aug. 21 at SAC Park in 
Shrewsbury. The Sheriff’s picnic has 
become a highly anticipated and 
beloved annual event for the coun-
ty’s senior community and drew anoth-

er record crowd. 
“As Sheriff, hosting the senior picnic 

is one of the great days of the year.  
Unable to do it last year due to Covid, 
we were determined to put on a safe pic-
nic that would bring everyone together 
to celebrate.  We were able to pull off 
a first of its kind drive-through picnic.  
People had such a wonderful time.  I am 
so grateful to our volunteers and all the 
seniors who came out and made the day 

so special,” said Evangelidis. 
The drive through picnic was spon-

sored by the Worcester County Reserve 
Deputy Sheriff’s Association including 
donations by many local businesses and 
featured a BBQ box lunch, raffle prizes, 
complimentary gift bags, music and 
entertainment. Over 250 volunteers, 
including over 100 members of the 
Nichols College football team, were also 
on hand to assist with the high turnout. 

“We couldn’t have been more pleased 
with how the day went and we are 
thrilled that it has become such a 
beloved annual tradition.  We fulfilled 
our goal of getting seniors out and 
about in a safe way and it’s fantastic 
to see such a great turnout with every-
one having such a great time,”  said 
Evangelidis.

Photos Courtesy

Dianne Perron-Plade, Carroline Boucher, Ruth Labonte, and Paul Herbert pictured with 
Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis, were among the attendees at the Sheriff’s Annual 
Senior Picnic held recently on Aug. 21 at SAC Park in Shrewsbury.

Selectman John Howard and his wife Carol, Joseph and Susan Sespaniak of Spencer pictured 
with Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis, were among the attendees at the Sheriff’s 
Annual Senior Picnic held recently on Aug. 21 at SAC Park in Shrewsbury.

Norma Gregory, Ray Beaupre, Theresa Gangler and Lilian Ricard of Spencer pictured with 
Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis, were among the attendees at the Sheriff’s Annual 
Senior Picnic held recently on Aug. 21 at SAC Park in Shrewsbury.

Dianne Perron-Plade, Carroline Boucher, Ruth Labonte, and Paul Herbert pictured with 
Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evangelidis, were among the attendees at the Sheriff’s Annual 
Senior Picnic held recently on Aug. 21 at SAC Park in Shrewsbury.

Say it in 
living color!

The world isn’t 
black and white. 

So, why is your ad?
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No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDERBEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

FREE
Estimates

50% off leaf guards 
with gutter installation 

with this ad
Offer exp. 9/30/21

Fully Insured ~ Installations ~ Cleaning ~ Repairs 

508.353.2279   
gotogutterguy.com

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

Need new gutters… Look no further!

Gutters

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Summer
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing SOLID FUEL

PELLET
STOVE 
REPAIR
CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE

TOM CIRAS
5OB-248-3733
Please leave your name 

number & town, followed 
by your service request, 

Thank You!

SWEEPS AND CAPS 
STOVE  

INSTALLATIONS

MA HIC #144152
MA CSL #094542

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need propane or oil right away? 
Call American today!

Oil & Propane

PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 10¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)
With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 9/30/21. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

OIL PROPANE

& PROPANE

Use promo code 
palmer123 

when ordering online

Auto Body

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU 
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS  

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE   
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services,  
NOW Woody’s Professional Rustproofing and  

Undercoating Services! Maintain safety and value by 
protecting your vehicle’s body from rust, debris, salts and 

pests. We are now scheduling appointments  
For detail information check out our website!

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Call Wendy for a FREE 
estimate at:

774-262-9166

Cleaning Services Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING  

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios  
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL: 
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:  
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED
Painting

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

Interior and 
Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Over 40 Years Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE  

PAINT STRIPPING  
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook
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Many people feel like they can’t have 
the life they want because of their past 
limitations or failures. 

Maybe your family wasn’t there for 
you; you didn’t get 
the proper education, 
you’ve been fired 
from multiple jobs, 
or mistreated in rela-
tionships. 

Many things aren’t 
fair and can cause 
a chain reaction of 
events that may take 

us far off course. There are also many 
bad choices we make, and as a result, we 
end up missing out on the life we want.  

You may have made mistakes, gotten 
into trouble, fired from a job, lost a rela-
tionship, but that doesn’t mean it always 
has to be that way. 

George Washington Carver said, 
“Where there is no vision, there is no 
hope.”

I agree with his quote completely. 
George Washington Carver was a more 
brilliant man than I will ever be. For 
today’s column, I would like to modify 
the selection to say, “Where there is no 
positive vision of the future, there is no 
hope.”

It seems most people’s vision of the 
future is dictated by the failures and lim-
itations of their past, and therefore, they 
do have a vision, but it’s a negative one. 

One trait of a successful person is they 
don’t allow themselves to be defined by 
their failures or their present unfavor-
able circumstances. Instead, they define 
themselves by a positive vision of their 
future. 

That seems odd when you think about 
it. They define themselves by something 
that hasn’t even happened yet. 

It’s easy to look at a great person and 
assume they had everything handed to 
them or that somehow life was much 
easier on them than it was you. 

I have many fond memories of my 
parents taking me to Disney World. I’ve 
been on the rides, seen the movies, and 
heard about the man who built it all, 
Walt Disney. I’ve driven past the Disney 
skyscraper in Burbank, California, hun-
dreds of times; I’ve auditioned at Walt 
Disney Studios dozens of times. When 
surrounded by all that accomplishment, 
it’s hard to imagine that Walt ever faced 
any hardship. 

Most don’t know that Walt Disney was 
fired from his job at the Kansas City Star 
after his newspaper editor told him that 
he didn’t have enough imagination or 
creativity! 

What if Walt Disney allowed himself to 
be defined by that moment, and for the 
next 20 years, he wandered from job to 
job, telling himself, “I’m not creative, I 
don’t have a good enough imagination…” 

If he would’ve, he never would have 
created Laugh-O-Gram. Laugh-O-Gram 
was an animation studio that Walt was 
contracted to run. The studio was sup-
posed to make twelve cartoons. Although 
the company started promisingly, it 
wasn’t long before Walt was living at 
the office, taking weekly baths at Union 
Station in Kansas City, and finally bank-
rupting the studio; what a disaster. 

He sold his camera, which gave him 
enough money for a one-way train tick-
et to Hollywood, Calif., and the rest is 
history. 

I wonder how many potentially great 
people never accomplished their vision 
because they believed in their failures 
more than their vision of the future. 
They accepted what their present cir-
cumstances were telling them, rather 
than what their future vision was telling 
them.  

If Walt Disney was one of those peo-
ple, we’d have missed out on one of the 
most creative minds of the 20th century. 
Most obviously, he chose not to allow 
those negative experiences to define him 
because he became one of the most influ-
ential people of all time. 

Like all great people, Walt Disney 
didn’t allow his future to be dictated by 
the failures or limitations of his past.

VIEWPOINT
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25 Elm St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Telephone (800) 367-9898

Fax (508) 764-8015
www.StonebridgePress.com

1 8 7 2 - 2 0 0 7

FRANK G. CHILINSKI
PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER

BRENDAN BERUBE
EDITOR

To the Editor:
Kudos to Mr. Matthew DeFosse’s let-

ter Aug. 27 that facts need to be taught 
in schools.

The best example I am suggesting, 
recommending to parents to give to the 
teachers, and we as parents also need to 
follow and live what the Bible teaches 
about God’s values; standards, prin-
ciples and these teachings are for our 
present and eternal life, future.   

We need to live our life and build our 
lives on the rock, Jesus [Matthew 7: 
24-27] and anyone who hears, believes 
and lives by the Words of Jesus does 

what it teaches will be blessed, and 
those who ignore in disbelief will be 
like a foolish man or woman who build 
on sand and the rains come and wash 
away the house.

I realize and understand many of 
you do not believe and accept that God 
Jesus is real and alive. [John 14: 6]   My 
suggestion to you is, if you want to be  
blessed in this life and live eternally 
with God, Jesus, live by God’s moral 
and dietary law.

ROLAND BLAIS
BROOKFIELD

The facts should be taught to our schools, 
not social theory

To the Editor:
To the family of Cole William Victor, 

thank you for the wonderful gift of the 
Cole William Victor Pavilion at Powder 
Mill Park, which was generously donat-
ed to the town of Spencer. New life 
has been given to the facilities which 
recently hosted live musical concerts 
and library programs. People of all ages 
have come to enjoy the park, bringing 
the community together when we need 
it most. Attendance has been enthusi-
astic, with many participants gathering 
to listen to music, sing, dance, play and 
learn.

Thanks to all who have helped with 
the upgrades, park maintenance and 
who continue to contribute to the suc-
cess of improving the facilities: from 
planners, carpenters, electricians, 
machine operators, volunteers and per-
formers. The Exchange Club has also 

been instrumental in making Powder 
Mill Park a destination in town. The 
thoughtful work, time and effort have 
been a benefit to the citizens of Spencer 
as well as all who use the facility.

Thank you to the wonderful profes-
sionals of the Richard Sugden Library 
for the exceptional programs which 
have been selected and implemented to 
perfection. After attending several of 
the performances I was amazed at how 
much I enjoyed the programs; perhaps 
as much, if not more, than the kids! 

Today’s Powder Mill Park is a fitting 
tribute to Cole and a lasting legacy for 
the family to be extremely proud of!

Much gratitude to the Victor family,
Sincerely,

MATT DEFOSSE 
SPENCER

A legacy to be proud of

To the Editor:
Let’s start with this.  Suddenly, many 

feel emboldened to enter into discus-
sions about opposing views, based upon 
something they heard or read Many 
think their arguments outweigh those 
of people who have spent years, or a life-
time, studying and analyzing the issue 
that you have now had an epiphany on.  
In my 73 years, I have learned many 
things, but among the most important 
is the expanding amount that I don’t 
know.

While I have visited Muslim coun-
tries, and know several American 
Muslims personally, one of the revela-
tions I have gleaned is that not much 
of Sharia law comes from the Quran, in 
much the same manner that few of our 
laws are directly from the Bible

An example is the burqa and the 
hijab (head scarf).  Like the Vatican, at 
some point, a group of elders (all men) 
sat down and enacted rules that they 
expected to be followed, hence, a archa-
ic dress code, and who is king, and who 
is serf.

I have rented to multiple Muslim 
families, all of whom are no longer 
together. I am thinking that exposure 
to American women, might have been 
a large factor. I have known men to 
return, both to Iraq and Afghanistan, 
frequently, and women less so. Unlike 
North Korea, the borders were not 
closed (except Covid), and there are 
many Afghan Americans- who, without 
US military involvement, move freely 
in and out of those countries

We live in a country where more 
stars gets you more and bigger toys.  
When we invaded Iraq, we had many 
new ships and planes.  What we didn’t 
have was armored Humvees and 
body armor.   What we seem to never 
learn, is where the hearts and minds 
of the natives are. We didn’t learn 
it in Vietnam, we didn’t learn it in 
Iraq, and what a lesson we just got in 
Afghanistan.

Among the loudest critics, we hear 
“Why didn’t we leave by May?”  Since 

Trump intended to leave, like a gypsy 
in the night, in virtually the same meth-
od used to abandon the Kurds in Syria, 
and with Stephen Miller, the immigra-
tion meister of the southern border 
fiasco, in charge of Muslim refugees, 
less than nothing was done.  The cover 
story, for drawing 80 percent of our 
forces out, was that the trained and 
equipped 300,000 strong army, would 
fight on.   Oh, my God, it is like losing a 
bet on a football play, then losing again 
on the replay.   Biden wanted out ten 
years ago, after Bin Laden was dead.  
It will happen now, suicide bombers 
or no, because it is time.  I hope that 
people realize that our Marines’ job was 
prevent armed insurgents into the air-
port, and nothing could have stopped a 
suicide bomber who would detinate as 
soon as about to be searched.  Like 9/11, 
it is near impossible to stop those bent 
on suicide.

Last week, 9,000 Americans died.  No, 
not in wars — in Florida.  Anyone who 
thinks not wearing masks or getting 
vaccinated, is not the moral equivalent 
of a suicide bombing, just is not paying 
attention. Almost no vaccinated people 
are dying, though some do get sick. 
Some of us are really tired of this drill, 
and know it would not take that much 
sacrifice to end it.  Is it rocket science 
that the  major death counts are where 
the 30 percent vaccination rate is?

Let’s say you care about your kids, 
who you home schooled all of last year.  
How do you feel about sending your kid 
to sit next to an unmasked kid from an 
anti-vax home?  Won’t it be great when 
the schools all go remote again, so you 
can’t work?

Me? I am for a Sharia law that says 
follow the CDC guidelines, or don’t 
leave the house. I could care less about 
your freedom, because you obviously 
could care less about mine, or my fami-
ly, or my friends.  Don’t be ISIS.

KEN KIMBALL
BROOKFIELD

Sharia vs. freedom

To the Editor:
I am not normally one to cut down 

men, or women, for doing what they 
apparently get great enjoyment from. 
Especially if it isn›t hurting anyone. No 
harm, no foul. Correct?

To poke fun at myself first, I often use 
the phrase, «long story longer.”  You 
see, I have the innate ability to talk the 
ears off of a statue. I have always had 
the “gift of gab.”  

Doubt me? Ask most of my teachers.  
A wise wordsmith one may be. Not 

me, of course, but another may be. 
Ever eloquent with the English lan-
guage. Again, not really my particular 
calling. A master at putting pen to 
paper. Another skill that is not neces-
sarily my forte. Come to think of it, not 
one of these phrases would generally 
be used to describe my communication 
skills, and that is ok with me. They are 

among us, I assure you, just not this 
letter writer.  Moving on...  

I was reading the paper over lunch 
the other day, as I like to do. I usually 
skim the entire paper and then revisit 
what I would like to read more of.  I get 
the main points with my skimming. A 
great «speed reading» skill I learned 
from an English teacher back in my 
school days. Usually, there isn›t much 
I personally want to spend more time 
reading, but that›s just me. However, 
reading through the latest edition, 
I found one particular Letter to The 
Editor that caught my eye, and ulti-
mately was the impetus to write this 
because it has to be said.

You want to be heard? Get your mes-
sage out to the people? Writing your 
Letter To The Editor to be published 
in the local paper is a great medium. 
Albeit a bit of a dying method of com-

munication. Especially so with the pro-
liferation of technology and the speed 
at which the general population digests 
information these days. But, I digress. 
Back on point. I squirreled; it hap-
pens... Write your letter and get your 
message printed. Good on ya! However, 
all will be wasted when the reader 
is bored by the third sentence. You 
will have lost your audience. And your 
message, regardless of its importance, 
will not be heard.  

When you, and your counterparts, 
want to exercise your outstanding com-
mand of the English language by vol-
leying back and forth within the pages 
of the paper, have at it! Spend your day 
writing Letters To The Editor that will 
fill a page. Take that time to demon-
strate your outstanding ability to uti-

Get to the point already!

 LETTERS 
Extra! Extra! Read All About It!
We think you’re important enough to 

tell all our readers to turn to the Opinion 
pages and read your Letters to the Editor.

But first, you have to write us!
Mail your letters to the Spencer New 

Leader, P.O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 
01550. 

Or e-mail your letters to the editor at 
news@stone bridge press.news. 

You’ll need to provide your name and 
place of residence, along with a phone 
number, so we can verify the letter is yours. 

We don’t have a set limit, but if you keep 
it around 600 words or so, you’re going 
to have a better chance at seeing all your 
words in print.

If you want to write a bit longer about a 
particular issue, maybe a guest Your Turn 
column is your cup of tea. If you do that, 
try to keep it between 700-800 words. 

Remember, libelous remarks and/or per-
sonal attacks are a no-no and could lead to 
your letter not being published. 

So, what are you waiting for?  Start 
writing!

EDITORIAL

Get a 
hobby

Although we typically hear the phrase 
‘get a hobby’ as a sarcastic way of put-
ting someone down, there is also some 
truth to it.  It’s important, especially for 
students to get involved in extracurric-
ular activities.  

Even as adults, when looking for 
work, it’s important to showcase expe-
rience as well as other aspects of your 
life.  Most employers are looking for 
candidates who have a range of skills. 

We learn this from a very young 
age.  Striking a balance between work, 
school and taking time for yourself is 
key to a happy life. These days however, 
time seems to be something there is just 
never enough of.  In fact, over the past 
several years, there has been a decline 
in civic engagement including neigh-
borhood get togethers and leagues such 
as bowling, softball etc.  Time seems to 
get eaten by social media or binging tv 
shows.  Experts say the term ‘busy’ has 
been used as a badge of honor to make 
us feel important, not that we need to be 
busy, to actually be important. 

Hobbies tend to make us more effi-
cient.  If we have a meeting to attend, 
or workout class to go to, we will check 
things off the list for work, to make 
time for what we want to do.  When we 
feel like we have more time ahead of us 
to finish work, with nothing else to do, 
that time will get eaten up by work. 

People tend to be more energized by 
active leisure, as opposed to watch-
ing movies or scrolling through social 
media.  Active engagement allows us to 
be more present. 

Hobbies are great for both students 
and adults alike in that it creates a 
chance to make friends and create new 
connections.  We all know that social 
connections are key to creating happi-
ness.  People want to feel like they’re a 
part of a community. 

Further, learning new things gives 
you more to talk about it, therefore 
making you more of a unique person.  
It makes you a more well rounded.  
Whether you hunt, mountain bike, play 
music, collect stamps, or Doors memo-
rabilia, you’ll always have an interest-
ing story to tell. 

Being involved in other things besides 
school and work does relieve stress.  
Experts say to allocate one hour per day 
or a few hours per week to do something 
you feel inspired by.  If there’s some-
thing you’ve always wanted to do, don’t 
wait for ‘someday’ do it now.  

In our office, there are all sorts of con-
versations that take place because we 
all have different hobbies.  We have his-
tory buffs, runners, musicians, hikers, 
snowboarders, actors, artists, movie 
buffs, podcasters and so much more.  

As Dale Carnegie said, “Make the 
most of today. Get interested in some-
thing. Shake yourself awake. Develop 
a hobby. Let the winds of enthusiasm 
sweep through you.” 

TOBY 
MOORE

POSITIVELY
SPEAKING

You are not 
your past

Turn To MCALISTER page     A9
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lize more words and phrases than are 
required to drive home a point. “Leave 
your hammer mark on the board” if 
you feel you need to really drive the 
nail home and are not worried about 
how those quarter sized scars will look 
when the project is finished. Use words 
and phrases that will give some readers 
pause, and might even cause them to 
Google a few so as to maybe, just maybe, 
learn something new. Have at it! Seems 
you folks enjoy it. Nothing wrong with 
it and it doesn’t hurt anyone. You’ve 
learned quite a bit in all your years and 
we are happy to have you share some 
of that wisdom. I am willing to bet that 
the fine folks on the editorial staff at 
the paper may even appreciate the fill, 
sometimes. And you may even unin-
tentionally, or intentionally, impart 
some of your wisdom on a few who 
take the time to read, and comprehend, 
your sometimes funny and long winded 
entries into the literary history of The 
Stonebridge Press.

However, when it is an important 
point, and you wish to get the message 
out to as many as possible, please put 
your excellent wordsmithing aside and 
employ the KISS principal. Not because 
we don›t get a kick out of some of the 
stuff you write, but so your important 
message may be received by the masses. 
Don›t let your important messages get 
lost in the fiddle fuddle of your some-
times extreme wordiness.  

Self deprecation and Irony aside, 
Get to the point already! Especially if 

it is an important one!

GERALD A. MCALISTER
NORTH BROOKFIELD

MCALISTER
continued from page    A8

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:
It’s now official. Only eight months 

in, Joe Biden has surpassed Jimmy 
Carter as our worst president ever. If 
you voted for this shell of a man, you 
are as responsible as he is for the fol-
lowing.

You are responsible for his inept 
handling of the Covid pandemic. The 
Spanish Flu of 1918 was spread across 
our nation by returning soldiers from 
WWI. They returned from the battle-
field to hometowns and infected the 
population. Joe and his progressives 
have opened our borders to illegal 
immigrants who have no vaccinations 
from Covid or a host of other viruses. 
He has then developed a super spreader 
event by busing and flying a million of 
them across our country. His crew then 
tries to blame you and your families 
for not wearing masks and not getting 
your children vaxxed. If you had voted 
for Donald Trump, the wall would be 
up, borders closed, and the country 
back to full employment. 

You are responsible for more US ser-
vicemen coming back in body bags. 
Joe is a weak commander in chief. He 
has placed generals in command of the 
armed forces not based on experience 
and competence, but on race and politi-
cal affiliation. He and the progressives 
are more interested in the Wokie-ism 
of our soldiers. If you have any rela-

tives in the armed services, just ask 
them how different it is under Slow 
Joe instead of Make America Great 
Again Don. They will tell you it’s like 
night and day. Under Don, the soldiers 
were taken care of as our most valu-
able assets.  Under Don, we had power, 
respect, and fear from our enemies. 
Under Joe, they laugh at us. With Don, 
we know it would have been a strate-
gic withdrawal. The Taliban knew he 
would blow them back to their mud 
huts and caves if they harmed a hair on 
one of our soldiers. Don and our army 
were feared by them. Under Biden, we 
are leaving with our tail between our 
legs. They have no respect for a coward. 
With all the equipment and arms he 
left there, he sure has built the Taliban 
and ISIS back better. What a complete 
fool! He has given a clear signal to 
North Korea, China, and all the Islamic 
terrorist that it’s open season on our 
soldiers. Jimmy Carter’s failed Iran 
hostage fiasco pales in comparison to 
Sleepy Joe’s rout.

By voting for Sleepy Joe, you voted 
for legalized abortion rights. This 
means the government has no right 
to require you to do anything to your 
body, even if it means the death of a 
child. The Democrat voters screamed 
“Your body, your choice” as they voted 

Worst ever

To the Editor:
Travels with our children and beloved 

grand-children, a  half-dozen five and  
under,  made it difficult for two months 
to put “pen-to-paper.”  Reflections from 
then and now follow.  

The Biden Presidency’s early accom-
plishments include:

Securing funding and beginning exe-
cution of the Coronavirus Relief Bill. 
It includes money for schools and an 
income grant to families, including 
those in New Leader towns. This gives 
our children a better chance for doing 
and being and then  contributing more 
to our country and economy,

Rolling out a Covid vaccine, inoc-
ulation system which does and will 
further  Americans to receive doses. 
and encourages us to do so  and to wear 
masks as recommended by the CDC.

Broadly and specifically addressing 
the climate crisis that already very  
affects us and our families-witness ris-
ing New England temperatures and 
heat waves, uncontained Western wild 
fires, deadly Southern flooding, many 
more hurricanes. Now nearly 100,000 
Americans a year die due to the chang-
ing climate.

Securing approval for a much 
delayed and needed massive “physical” 
infrastructure program and an even 

more important “human development”   
infrastructure program moving for-
ward.         

Introducing measures to more fair-
ly tax the wealthy. Now many multi-
multi billionaires and companies like 
Jeff Bezos and Amazon   greatly ben-
efit from America, but often pay little 
or no taxes. Meanwhile, middle-class 
Americans contribute 20 percent or 
more of their income for good services 
and government; and

Whatever shortcomings, the Biden 
Presidency has mainly staffed the 
upper levels of government with com-
petent, trustworthy individuals and 
tried govern with the norms and values 
that served America well-until 2017.  

Like others, the Biden Presidency has 
made mistakes. However, none equals 
to the irresponsible, chaotic, and cal-
lous withdrawal from Kabul. Regarding 
Afghanistan, Presidents Clinton, then 
Bush, Obama, and Trump (whose 
described “White Flag Surrender” to 
the Taliban” set the current disaster 
in motion) deserve blame. Since Biden 
became President and especially since 
April, he has committed  serious mis-
takes.  The airport debacle  (no matter 
how well U.S. troops and others per-

Biden, our country, and a person to 
remember

To the Editor:
As possibly the most catastrophic 

and nightmarish military and foreign 
policy situation in our country’s histo-
ry is, at this writing, still playing out in 
Afghanistan, I will save my comments 
regarding that matter for next week, 
and, instead, return to considering 
the problems posed by the collapsing 
of confidence in the public schools of 
America, and especially those in our 
local area.

The newly reconfigured North 
Brookfield School Committee met last 
week to kick off the start of a new school 
year, and I as well as a few other nonres-
idents of the town were allowed to sit in 
and observe the proceedings. Things 
went smoothly, for the most part, and it 
was clear the members all appear to be 
willing to freely give of their time and 
energy in an earnest attempt to do all 
they can to make their schools places 
to which people want to send their chil-
dren rather than trying to find ways to 
avoid the experience.

A few observations: 
1.) It was good to be asked to join 

in with the Pledge of Allegiance to 
start the meeting. A nice touch, but, 
unfortunately, it was rushed and 
appeared to be a ritual to be gotten 
through rather than an opportuni-
ty for a moment or two of sober and 
patriotic reflection at a time when our 
country is going through such trying 
times and weighed down by chaos and 
disunity.

2.) I had gone to the meeting hop-
ing to hear from the attendees during 
what, in most town board meetings, is 
referred to as “Public Comment Time” 
or by some such name. That didn’t 
happen as those attempting to present 
some brief remarks were told the time 
had been offered at the start of the 
meeting, so that window had closed. 
If I had the dough, I’d have a hearing 
aid, so I assumed I had just missed it; 
others, though, decades younger than 
myself informed me their hearing was 
O.K., and they never heard the solici-
tation to the audience to speak now or 
forever hold your peace. I hope in the 
future ample time will be set aside for 
public comment--at least for those who 

live in the town--as there are, I sus-
pect, plenty of people with much to say 
regarding their experiences with the 
schools they support with their taxes. 
 
And, 3.) I found it a bit disappointing 
to observe the moderator (who did a 
pretty good job of moving things along 
throughout the evening) seem to lose 
his patience with the audience after 
one--and only one--loud burst of enthu-
siastic applause after the committee 
had voted to make masks optional in 
the schools. I thought, these people are 
seriously upset at the thought of anoth-
er year of mandatory anything regard-
ing a health issue for which masks 
have--for young children—no scientifi-
cally valid benefits whatsoever. Letting 
the audience vent their relief at the 
display of reasonableness on the part 
of the committee was certainly not 
that much of a burden to bear, and it 
should have been allowed.

The mask vote was 4 to 1 in favor of no 
mandate. Made sense to me. The same 
vote was recorded on, in my opinion, to 
me--a much more important issue, and 
that was in deciding to rescind the pre-
vious committee’s decision of last year 
to drop the name of the schools’ mascot, 
the Indians, a moniker that has been 
emblazoned on school team uniforms 
for the past 65 years.

This decision dealt a blow to the 
smug, self-appointed guardians of the 
moral rectitude of the townsfolk (just 
as the Puritans did in the town a cou-
ple hundred years ago), the previous 
members of the school committee who 
were personally offended by the “rac-
ist” implications of the name, and uni-
laterally decided to just dump the name 
regardless of the sentiments of a clear 
majority of the residents.

As I have said in previous letters 
on this subject, the name the school(s) 
compete under is completely immate-
rial to me. It’s the underhanded, con-
niving manner in which the propo-
nents of the name change attempted 
to have their way, despite, being lib-
erals, their oft-proclaimed idolization 
of their precious “democracy.” So, 

Common sense returns to North Brookfield

To the Editor:
For those of you who may not yet 

be aware, the North Brookfield School 
Committee recently took a sane, histor-
ic and courageous vote at their meeting 
on the evening of Aug. 23 to rescind 
a previous vote last year and restore 
the American Indian as the mascot 
of their local schools. This action 
reversed the poorly-timed, tightly-con-
trolled (with the predictable stacked 
deck of “stakeholder” cards) and inad-
equately-debated issue of possibly 
replacing this proud symbol in use 
with the town since 1956, according to 
one School Committee member who 
took the time to do some research at 
the local Historical Commission. With 
regard to the former and appalling 
School Committee vote to remove the 
Indian as the official mascot, you have 
to give the radical culturally-warped 
Left credit, as well as many Democrat 
operatives, for they never let a crisis or 
tragedy go to waste in pursuit of their 
ever-changing agendas. This time, it 
was the Covid outbreak and a sparse 
public presence, with many citizens 
wary of going out to public places, 
or various venues being reduced to 
“virtual”/call-in only. That draconian 
setting was again itself exploited for 
maximum political gain.

One such example is that recent 
attempt in late 2020 to retire the 
American Indian symbol as the school 
mascot in the local Town of North 
Brookfield. While I’ve never lived in 
this neighboring town, I took more 
than a passing interest, albeit with 
feelings of concern and anger, towards 
this trendy move to remove Native 
American symbols and names from 
as many iconic things as they’ve been 
bestowed upon such as schools, geo-
graphical areas and even national 
sports teams.

My interest in these disrespectful 
attempts, the Indian names which, in 
most cases, actually honor our Native 
American brothers and sisters—our 
predecessors here before the arrival 
of the largely European settlers and 
colonies that formed, leading up to 
the Founding of America itself as a 
sovereign Constitutional Republic—is 
certainly a result of my own ances-
try. That ancestry, while predominant-
ly Yankee (English/early American) 
and Irish, also includes some Native 
American blood from a New England 
tribe (probably Wampanoag) in the 
18th or 19th Century and long after 

English Puritan William Reade and his 
two sons stepped onto Massachusetts 
soil in Boston in October of 1635. Their 
emigration followed a three-month-
long ocean voyage on HMS “Defence” 
from Cornwall, England (I cannot even 
imagine how rough those long voyages 
must have been for these tough, deter-
mined people seeking freedom and reli-
gious liberty from the Crown).

For the record, like many Americans 
of native/indigenous descent, I support 
the respectful naming of municipali-
ties, regions, states, sports teams and 
school mascots with Native American 
(a.k.a. “Indian” or “Indians”) names, 
tribes, terms and symbols. This is, 
actually, especially appropriate where 
such names and tribes once flourished 
and dwelled among the now western 
industrialized areas of these United 
States. These designations are not 
shameful, offensive, nor disrespectful 
to most Native American Indians, and 
usually are not cultural appropria-
tion, nor racist! On the contrary, these 
perennially butt-hurt, politically-cor-
rect Leftist grievance mongers driv-
ing this issue to banish Indian names 
and logos—mostly guilt-ridden White 
liberals from what I’ve witnessed—
would be the very first hypocritical 
hyenas howling “Racist!” at the top of 
their lungs and in scathing articles, 
had otherwise our largely European 
predecessors and ancestors, including 
us at present, failed to acknowledge 
and name any such places, teams or 
mascots with the names and symbols 
of our Indian predecessors here in 
North America! These agitators are 
fundamentally Communist/Marxist in 
their outlook on life, and they will 
never be pleased or satisfied with 
peaceful coexistence as they piously 
claim, for there is political opportunity 
and capital, indeed much money to be 
made by dividing people constantly, 
thereby creating hatred and resent-
ment. It is lucrative and distracting, 
the division—Satan’s own greatest 
weapon against God’s fallen creatures, 
the human race. The Left’s goal is the 
Balkanization of America until it is 
completely unrecognizable from its 
own motto of “e pluribus Unum”, that 
is, “From many, one.” They’re all lip 
service about diversity, multi-cultural-
ism, rich mosaic, yada-yada-yada, but 
they always forget about that pesky 
and ever-so-important unity concept, 

Reinstatement of “Indians” mascot a win 
for every American!
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To advertise on this page, call June at 

508-909-4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

ATTORNEY

Welcoming New Clients
Our focus is on Divorce, Custody, Child  

Support, and Modifications of prior orders.

Call today for an appointment
Consultations available via Zoom or in-person.

508-885-4405 | Michelle@AttorneyMichelleMurray.com
188 Main Street, Suite One | Spencer, MA 01562
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$1.00 OFF
$10.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 9/30/21 • Alcohol Excluded

$2.00 OFF
$20.00  

OR MORE
with this coupon. Not to be 
combined with other offers.
One coupon per customer

Exp. 9/30/21 • Alcohol Excluded

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Serving Beer & Wine at our Leicester & West Brook�eld Locations ~

Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Barre
570 Summer St.
978-355-4333             

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brook�eld   
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 9/3 & Sat, 9/4 (a�er 5pm)

CATFISH

 

325 Pleasant St., Leicester, MA 01524-1495

(508) 892-9822

Casual Dining – Serving food Friday & Saturday Nights
Banquet Facilities for Holiday Parties, Surprise Parties, Showers, Etc.

Friday & Saturday Night 5-9pm

Trivia is back 
Sat. nights  

at 7pm!

THE BAR IS OPEN! ~ 7 DAYS AT NOON
JOIN US FOR A COLD DRINK  

AND SOME DELICIOUS FRIED FOOD  
ON FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 

5-9PM
Clam chowder  
 cup $4.95/ bowl 5.95
Chicken tenders  $11.95
Mozzarella sticks  $8.95

Fish and Chips  $13.95
Fried clam dinner  $18.95
Fried scallop dinner  $19.95
Seafood platter  $22.95

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
 Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
 Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
 Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
 Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
 Fri: Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed Crepes 

Everyday!
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Hope to see you soon!
1673 Main St., Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-5059 (next to Leicester Drive-In)

s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s s

OPEN  
7 DAYS
10AM-9PM

Taco Salad
Desserts: Churros w/cream filling  
or plain ....................................$5.00
Tres Leches Cake ................$3.00 

Tacos  ....................................$3.00 
Burritos  ...............................$9.75
Quesadilla ......................... $11.75
Super Nachos ..................$13.00 
Special plates with rice,  
beans and salad

Ice 

Cream!

Outside Seating Available
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Taco Salad

Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 
All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
Function Rooms Available for Any Size Party 

10-250 Guests
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 10/31/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9/3, 9/4
CLOSED SUNDAY 9/5

2 Lg. Cheese Pizzas $18.99

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.

We Deliver To:  
Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   

NEW HOURS:  Sun-Thurs 11-9; Fri & Sat 11-10 
Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

Tomato & Basil Pizza  
Sm.  $6.49
Lg. $10.49

Ham Sub
$6.49

any size

Thank you for supporting 
local businesses!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

Call For Reservations

Indoor and  
Outdoor Dining 
(weather permitting)

Don’t forget… 
TAKEOUT  
is available!

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
 508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6am-2pm

Stop by and try our 
“Amazing” Stuffed Crepes

Breakfast Crepe
Chocolate & Strawberry

Apple & Carmel, Banana, Honey & Nut
Strawberry & Creme Cheese

Peanut Butter & Banana 

Crepe Supreme
Florentine - Crepe stuffed w/scrambled eggs &  

spinach topped w/Hollandaise sauce
Hash - Crepe stuffed w/scrambled eggs & hash, 

topped w/cheese or Hollandaise sauce

Mon:
American Chop 
Suey w/salad

Tues: 
Homemade 
Meat Loaf 

Dinner

Wed: 
Yankee Pot 

Roast

Thurs:
Corned Beef & 

Cabbage

Fri:
Fish  

and Chips 

We’re back from vacation and can’t wait to serve you! 
Hope you’ve had a great month and we are looking  

forward to seeing our friends again!

Summer Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Eat-In or Take Out
Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages, and some entertainment too!

Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 508-764-4325
email: ads@

stonebridgepress.news

formed) will have present and serious 
long term consequences both here and 
globally.

In America, a wide gap now exists 
between politics and governance. 
“Politics” consist of activities that relate 
to influencing the actions and policies 
of a government or getting and keeping 
in power. Especially among right wing 
and Trumpist Republican politics has, 
for the last 25 years become, an attack 
and destroy exercise, especially against 
those “not like us.”

Governance, on the other hand, is 
the way in which we-including elected 
officials, public servants, and organi-
zations and individuals-participate and 
interact in the process of governing or 
running our country. 

For these two reasons, the sen-
tences which begin the United States  
Constitution  may deserve re-reading. 

“We the people of the United States, 
in order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility,  provide for the common 
defense, promote General welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty to our-
selves and Posterity  do ordain and 
establish this Constitution of the United 
States.”  

Now while we all may agree on a 
common defense for all, it appears that 
many on the Republican and Trump 
right prefer to reserve  domestic tran-
quility, promoting general welfare, and 
the blessings of liberty mainly for them-
selves rather than all Americans.

For local indications  of thism consid-
er quotes from two letters in the Aug. 27 
New Leader.

First, “Fantasy Land”: ‘The truth 
is government owes you nothing but 
a secure place to live. Its up to you 
to provide for yourself.’ These words 
indicate a limted  understanding our 
Constitution and its objectives.     

Then “Where Have All the Glowers 
Gone”: It reads as a typical “smoke and 
mirrors” exercise (defined as obscuring 
or embellishing the truth of a situation 

with misleading or irrelevant informa-
tion). For now go past  the smoke and 
mirrors and the desire for Americans 
to hate other Americans. Also for the 
moment ignore intentional lies about 
Afghan refugees who might  come to the 
United States.

At its basics, this  letter stands out as 
a cult-like devotion to Donald Trump.  
given to a man judged by all measures 
and accounts as one of the very worst 
Presidents in our history. Likewise, as 
the Capital Insurrection and attempts 
to overturn (often Republican) certified 
election results show, Trump has no 
regard, much less  appreciation for  the 
Constitution that has guided American 
governance since 1787. Why such devo-
tion? Could it be the desire to replace 
American democracy with a Putin-
Russian like version of governance?   

In ending, I turn with sadness and 
gratitude to those, especially those who 
lost their lost their lives establishing  
and guarding the perimeter around the 
Kabul airport.  Thus made possible the 
departure, in dangerous chaos, of so 
many Americans and those who sup-
ported us and tried build a less imper-
fect Afghanistan. 

At local level we can express par-
ticular grief and respect for Marine 
Sargent  Johanny Rosario, a Dominican 
immigrant from Lawrence. Like other 
service members,  she volunteered to 
put herself directly in harm’s way to 
assist fleeing Afghans, including many 
women and children.

Worth noting is Rosario’s  high school 
participation in Upward Bound, a gov-
ernment funded high school program 
for (through no fault of their own) edu-
cational and economically deprived stu-
dents. Borrowing from the Constitution, 
the program exists, to “promote the 
General welfare and secure the Benefits 
of liberty.”

In her short life, Ms. Rosario under-
stood and did this so well, loving and  
trying to protect her “neighbors,” no 
matter how different they were.

KEVIN KANE
SPENCER

KANE
continued from page    A9

Unum—oneness. As President Trump 
was fond of saying at his many rallies 
and elsewhere, “Regardless of our dif-
ferences, we are all made by the same 
and loving God. We all bleed the same 
red blood.” Truer words were never 
spoken!

We the people will never be unified 
as a country, or within our smaller 
political subdivisions, when the tyr-
anny of a small-but-vocal minority is 
permitted, under the cover of “pan-
demic,” with certain “identified (often 
stacked) stakeholders” chosen to affect 
and assure a certain outcome; to essen-
tially override the will of the majority! 
The subject of reevaluating any mascot 
is fair for any community to undertake 
from time to time, yet the manner in 
which it is conducted must be careful 
and fully inclusive; to ensure that the 
entire municipality, community, state 
or Republic (as applicable) has a demo-
cratic vote or voice in that process. Even 
if it is not a direct vote, but deliberative 
through their elected representatives 
or local officials, thoughtfully and with 

adequate time for full, fair and proper 
input from the governed. A prevailing 
local condition of a new flu or virus 
outbreak is NOT a good time to take up 
such culturally-sensitive matters that 
clearly have less weight assigned to 
them than seeing our fellow citizens 
maintain good health and avoid seri-
ous illness and un-necessary deaths; to 
restore our businesses, economy and 
lives to normal, to the greatest extent 
possible. Congratulations to my neigh-
bors, the Town of North Brookfield, for 
making their larger, more inclusive 
voice on the “Indians” heard, in both a 
direct town-wide vote and via the pres-
ent school committee’s recent remedial 
vote. Lastly, a big thank you to a patriot, 
friend and mentor, retired Spencer-East 
Brookfield history teacher, Mr. John 
McRae, for his previous leadership here 
encouraging this town to fight for their 
Indians mascot—our traditional cul-
ture; to not be silent and settle for dicta-
torial, overpaid unelected bureaucrats 
and radical politically-correct “woke” 
Leftists to define the terms of the issue.

DANA GEORGE REED
SPENCER

REED
continued from page    A9

although I know the commissars in 
Boston will surely intervene to stop the 
“little people” out in the sticks from 
calling their teams whatever they want, 
nonetheless, it was a great night if for 
no other reason than that for once the 
regular citizens in effect said “No, we’re 
not going to be called some generic, 
bloodless name like the ‘Bobcats.’ We’re 
proud to be the ‘Indians’ whether the 
liberal elites like it or not. Go Indians!!”

This action coming out of North 
Brookfield should serve as an encour-
agement to other towns in Central 
Massachusetts who have not as yet 
buckled under the pressure of political-
ly correct overseers of the public moral-
ity, and who like their team nicknames 

and see no reason to change them. Are 
you listening, Tantasqua Warriors?

Finally, a far more important meet-
ing of the School Committee is sched-
uled for Monday, Sept. 13 at, I think, 6 
p.m. This is one where I expect they’ll 
probably have to set aside ample time 
for Public Comment. And, since this 
meeting will be concerned primarily
with curriculum, there will almost cer-
tainly be a lot to discuss. With issues 
like Critical Race Theory, graphic sex-
ed content for young children, and all of 
it, I think people are going to have a lot 
of questions and much to say. It might 
come down to “You’re gonna need a 
bigger...room.”

If you care about real education, kids, 
your town, and your country...be there.

JOHN MCRAE 
EAST BROOKFIELD

MCRAE
continued from page A9
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L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree       Service

To advertise in 
The Local Service  
Provider Directory

Contact June at 
508-909-4062  

jsima@stonebridgepress.news

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

No job too small!

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages
Attics • Whole Houses

WANT IT GONE? 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
401-578-4501

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory Contact June at 508-909-4062 Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

www.countryautotirecenter.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

More Than Just Auto Body 
Full  Auto Body 

& Automotive Repair
 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 

Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

FALL CLEAN-UP/CLEANOUTS
Baker Services

One Call 
Does It All

Dan Baker~Owner | 774-272-5341 
Spencer, MA 01562

Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

Services Offered
Yard Cleaning • Grass Mowing • Gutter Cleaning  

Stone/Mulch Delivery & Install 
Junk Removal • Trash Removal • All Cleanouts

Fall Cleanup

Reliable & Affordable  
Commercial & Residential 

No Job Too Small

  AUTO & TIRES

*Pick up & Drop Off Service Available
* Brakes * Shocks * Struts * Alignments * A/C Service

* Tire Sales & Service (some sizes in stock)

20+ years
experience

Raul’s Automotive
81 South Main Street, Leicester, MA 01524

508-859-8288

HELP 
WANTED

Oil 
Change

$19.99

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS

10% Off Any Labor 
For Students & Seniors

up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
$50.00

A/C Recharge
$59.99

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $240/cord (2 cord min)
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Over 50 years in business
Roger Lusignan ~ Owner

508.867.6016 ~ 508.867.7885
West Main St., Route 9

E. Brookfield, MA 01515

Got Dents?
We’ll get your car  

looking like new again!
All collision repairs

LUSIGNAN’S 
Auto Body

NO JOB TOO BIG 

OR TOO SMALL

AUTO BODY

We Sell 

Used Cars 
Too!

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

R. Barnes & Sons 
Sanitation

• Cesspool Pumping
• Title V Certification

• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Reasonable rates

508-867-3063 
508-867-8993

SEPTIC SYSTEMS

North Brookfield Savings Bank 
announces promotions

NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
is pleased to announce the 
promotions of Joseph Deady 
and Kaitlyn Malin within the 
Operations Department.

“We are so pleased to 
announce Joe and Kaitlyn’s 
well-deserved promotions and 
to have them continue to grow 
with North Brookfield Savings 
Bank,” said North Brookfield 

Savings Bank Executive and 
Human Resource Director, 
Andrea Healy. “They are both 
highly knowledgeable and are 
committed to providing valu-
able support and service to our 
customers while contributing 
to the Bank’s overall success. I 
know they will continue to be 
great assets to our Operations 
Team, our customers and retail 
staff alike.”

Joseph Deady, of Chicopee, 
has been promoted to Digital 
Services Manager/Fraud 
Analyst. Deady will be respon-
sible for ensuring the Bank is 
using all possible digital prod-
ucts to align with our strategic 
goals and needs of our custom-
ers, while overseeing account 
fraud.

Deady joined North 
Brookfield Savings Bank as 
a Teller in 2011. He has held 
various roles at the Bank; 

Supervisor and Management 
roles and finally Fraud Analyst 
in the Operations Department 
in 2015. Most recently, Joe 
held the title of Operations 
Specialist/Fraud Analyst, 
where he handled debit card 
fraud claims and account com-
promises and processed and 
reviewed international wires. 

He has more than 10 
years of professional bank-
ing experience and holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration 
from Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts as well as being 
ACH certified. 

Deady supports his local 
communities by volunteering 
his time and attending fund-
raising events for local, com-
munity-focused organizations 
like Camp Putnam in New 
Braintree. 

“I am looking forward to 
helping the Bank update and 
stay consistent, using digital 
products which align with our 
strategic goals and our cus-
tomer needs. I will oversee the 
handling of account fraud to 
protect our customers and the 
Bank, something I continue to 
do. Mitigating risk to the Bank 
and customer is very satisfying 
and I feel good knowing that I 
have eliminated that worry for 
everyone, said Digital Services 
Manager/Fraud Analyst Joe 
Deady. “My goal for this new 
position is to help the Bank 
to advance their product offer-
ings in these ever-changing 
digital times to stay relevant 
and to progress.”

Kaitlyn Malin, of Hardwick, 
has been promoted to 
Operations Specialist. She 
holds an Associate degree 
from Mount Wachusett 

Community College. Malin 
previously held the position of 
Operations Customer Service 
Representative, where she was 
tasked with answering custom-
er calls and connecting custom-
ers and non-customers with 
appropriate staff to assist them. 
She also was responsible for 
reviewing all daily Operations 
Reports. 

Before coming to the Bank in 
November 2020, she worked as 
a teller at Athol Savings Bank. 
In her 3 years there she was 
exceptional at assisting cus-
tomers with transactions, con-
cerns, and other inquiries. 

In her new role, Malin will 
be responsible for reviewing 
reports to mitigate fraud and 
risk for both the Bank and cus-
tomers as well as servicing cus-
tomer’s online banking needs 
and completing account modi-
fications such as travel notifi-
cations and card limit raises.

“I am very happy with my 
advancement within the North 
Brookfield Savings Bank 
Operations Department,” said 
Operations Specialist Kaitlyn 
Malin “I look forward to learn-
ing more about the back-office 
portion of this department and 
it’s functionality as well as 
learning more about fraud to 
further assist our customers 
with day-to-day issues or con-
cerns. I am enthusiastic for the 
additional responsibility this 
new position brings and look 
forward to continuing to learn 
and grow in order to contribute 
to the Bank’s success.”

Joseph Deady and Kaitlyn 
Malin can be reached by call-
ing the Operations Department 
at 40 Main St. in Ware, at 508-
867-7400.

Joseph Deady Kaitlyn Malin

WEST BROOKFIELD – The 
First Congregational Church of 
West Brookfield, UCC, invites 
school age children to partici-
pate in its Sunday School pro-
gram. 

The program is available 
to children in grades six and 
lower. The church school year 
will run from September 2021 
through May 2022, and the 
church is using The Whole 
People of God curriculum. 

“Wherever a family is on 

their life’s journey, they are 
welcomed,” read a statement 
released by the church.  

Registration is set for Sunday, 
Sept. 12, starting at 10 a.m.  The 
church school program and its 
Sunday morning worship ser-
vices are both held at 10 a.m.; 
the pastor offers a children’s 
message in the service and chil-
dren are then invited to their 
Sunday School class.  

Nursery is also provided. All 
teachers will be CORI checked.  

For further information, con-
tact Rev. Ann Rogers Brigham 
at 508-867-8087. You can also 
visit the Sunday School table 
during the annual flea market 
on Sept. 11 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The flea market is held on the 
West Brookfield Common, and 
you will have the opportunity 
to register your child for the 
upcoming academic year.

The church is located at 36 
North Main St.

FCC West Brookfield announces 
Sunday School program
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Spencer Zoning Board 
of Appeals

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
At the Zoning Board of Appeals meet-
ing to be held on Tuesday, September 
14, 2021, in the McCourt Social Hall of 
Memorial Town Hall, 157 Main Street, 
Spencer, MA, a public hearing will be 
held on the following items starting at 
7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as can 
be heard:
Special Permit – Applicant/ Owner: 
Scott & Grace Conner; Location: 7 
Brewer Lane/Wilson Ave, Spencer As-
sessor’s Map U29-107. The applicant 
is looking for a special permit under 
Section 5.2.6 (Detached Accesso-
ry Structure) of the Spencer Zoning 
Bylaw to erect a 600 sqft accessory 
structure. The property is located in the 
Lake Residential zoning district.
Special Permit – Applicant/ Owner: 
Town of Spencer; Location: 69 West 
Main Street, Spencer Assessor’s Map 
R29-01. The applicant is looking for 
a special permit under Section 3.4.1 
(Aquifer Protection) and 4.2 (Major Util-
ity in Commercial Zone) of the Spencer 
Zoning Bylaw to upgrade and improve 
the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
property is located in the Commercial 
zoning district.
August 27, 2021
September 3, 2021

LEGAL NOTICE
MORTGAGEE’S SALE  

OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue of and in execution of the 
Power of Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Angela N. Erickson 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, acting 
solely as a nominee for Northpoint 
Mortgage, Inc., dated May 29, 2015 
and recorded in Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 53781, Page 339 (the “Mort-
gage”) of which mortgage Lakeview 
Loan Servicing, LLC is the present 
holder by Assignment from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Northpoint Mortgage, 
Inc., its successors and assigns to JP-
Morgan Chase Bank, National Associ-
ation dated August 1, 2016 and record-
ed at said Registry of Deeds in Book 
55754, Page 147, and Assignment 
from JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association to Lakeview Loan Servic-
ing, LLC dated January 23, 2019 and 
recorded at said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 59981, Page 147, for breach of 
conditions of said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the same, the 
mortgaged premises located at 8 Oak-
land Drive, Spencer, MA 01562 will be 
sold at a Public Auction at 1:00 PM on 
September 20, 2021, at the mortgaged 
premises, more particularly described 
below, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit:
A certain tract of parcel of land with 
the buildings thereon, situated on the 
northerly side of Oakland Drive in 
the town of Spencer, in the County of 
Worcester, containing forty-four thou-

sand six hundred and sixteen (44,616) 
square feet more or less and being 
shown as lot #6 on plan to show Divi-
sion of Land in Spencer, Mass. Owned 
by G. & C. Lussier Builders by Ken-
neth Shaw, dated August 23, 1972, re-
corded with Worcester District Deeds, 
Plan Book 371, Plan 56. Premises to 
the conveyed are more particularly 
bounded and described as follows: 
BEGINNING at the southwesterly cor-
ner of the tract to be conveyed at an an-
gle in the northerly line of Oakland Drive 
at the southeasterly corner of Lot #7. 
THENCE by Lot #7 N. 49° 49’ 
49” E., 342.79 feet to an angle. 
THENCE by Lot #7 N. 29° 37’ 
49” E., 120.00 feet to a rail fence. 
THENCE by rail fence N. 85° 37; 49” 
E. 101.92 feet to a ring of stones. 
THENCE by Lot #5 S. 35° 49’ 17” 
W. 492.63 feet to Oakland Drive. 
THENCE by Oakland Drive N. 63° 47’ 29” 
W. 150.00 feet to the point of beginning. 
For title, see deed recorded herewith.
For mortgagor’s title see deed record-
ed with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
53781, Page 336.
The premises will be sold subject to 
any and all unpaid taxes and other 
municipal assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other enforce-
able encumbrances of record entitled 
to precedence over this mortgage, and 
subject to and with the benefit of all 
easements, restrictions, reservations 
and conditions of record and subject to 
all tenancies and/or rights of parties in 
possession.
Terms of the Sale:  Cashier’s or certi-
fied check in the sum of $5,000.00 as 
a deposit must be shown at the time 
and place of the sale in order to qualify 
as a bidder (the mortgage holder and 
its designee(s) are exempt from this 
requirement); high bidder to sign writ-
ten Memorandum of Sale upon accep-
tance of bid; balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check in thirty (30) 
days from the date of the sale at the 
offices of mortgagee’s attorney, Korde 
& Associates, P.C., 900 Chelmsford 
Street, Suite 3102, Lowell, MA 01851 
or such other time as may be designat-
ed by mortgagee. The description for 
the premises contained in said mort-
gage shall control in the event of a ty-
pographical error in this publication.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 
Lowell, MA 01851
(978) 256-1500
Erickson, Angela N., 19-035575
August 27, 2021
September 3, 2021
September 10, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court

225 Main Street
Worcester, MA 01608

(508) 831-2200
Docket No. WO98P2291GR1

CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF  
PETITION FOR 

TERMINATION OF A GUARDIAN OF 
AN INCAPACITATED PERSON

In the interests of:
Peter M Dean

of Spencer, MA
RESPONDENT

Incapacitated Person/ 
Protected Person

To the named Respondent and all oth-
er interested persons,
A petition has been filed by
Department of Developmental 
Worcester, MA in the above captioned 
matter requesting that the court: Ter-
minate the Guardianship. The petition 
asks the court to make a determination 
that the powers of the Guardian and/
or Conservator should be expanded, 
modified, or limited since the time of 
the appointment. The original petition 
is on file with the court.
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on 09/14/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action 
may be taken without further notice 
to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 18, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

September 3, 2021

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. W021P2750EA 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Barbara L. Laine
Date of Death: 02/23/2013

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited Formal 
Testacy and/ or Appointment has 
been filed by
Ronald C Rheault of Oxford MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order for such other 
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that 
Ronald C Rheault of Oxford MA 
 be appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve With-

out Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written ap-
pearance and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 10/05/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of as-
sets and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 20, 2021

Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate

September 3, 2021

Notice of Public Hearing
The North Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing on Wednes-
day, September 22, 2021 at 7:15PM at 
the Police Station Conference Room, 
55 School St., North Brookfield, MA. 
Public opinion will be received re-
garding amending the Zoning Bylaw. 
The following changes are proposed: 
Section II. Definitions by adding Adult 
Entertainment and Drive-through oper-
ations definitions, add Section IV.E.5.e. 
Drive-through operations, (Section 
IV.E.6.c. would change to b.), change 
Section IV. D through G. to E. through 
H. and add new Section IV.D. Business 
General 2 District, add Business Gen-
eral 2 District to Table 3- Dimensional 
Requirements and change Zoning Map 
to include Business General 2 District. 
Also, propose changing zoning of 5.48 
acre property located at 2 W. Brookfield 
Rd. and Town of N. Brookfield property 
located at intersection of W. Brookfield 
Rd. and Brookfield Rd. 
Any person interested in or wishing to 
be heard should appear at the above 
stated time and place. A copy of the 
proposed bylaw and map amendments 
is on file in the office of the Town Clerk, 
215 North Main St., North Brookfield, 
MA.
William King, Chair
Sepember 3, 2021
Sepember 10, 2021

LEGALS

Rotary Club brings popular Halloween event to 
the Brookfields

WEST BROOKFIELD — On 
Saturday, Oct. 2, The Rotary Club of 
the Brookfields will be introducing a 
new seasonal event to the area when 
it holds its first day-long Neewollah 
Festival at Ye Olde Tavern in the center 
of West Brookfield, according to Rotary 
President Sujoy Spencer. The festival 
is being sponsored by Angels Answer, 
Inc., an emergency food and relief ser-
vice for people and pets.

Neewollah (Halloween spelled back-
wards) is a century-old Independence, 
Kan. event that began in 1919 as an effort 
to provide positive Halloween activities 
for kids of all ages. In the beginning, 
the events centered on various parades 
involving decorated cars and carriages. 
Today, Neewollah is the largest annual 
celebration in Kansas and still features 
some parades, but also includes a car-
nival, food vendors, an arts and crafts 
show, a Great Pumpkin contest, a fun 
run, a chili cookoff, a marching band 
performance, and other activities. 

“This being our first time out, we’re 
planning a more modest celebration,” 
says Spencer, “but we hope to capture 
the spirit of the original Neewollah 
Festival with the many activities we 
have planned for our Oct. 2 event, 
which include an arts and crafts show, 
a talent competition, a creative writing 
competition, and a creative food art and 
pumpkin carving contest. If the festi-
val is well received, we will consider 
expanding it into an annual event.” 

“Each year’s Neewollah Festival 
is built around a common theme,” 
Spencer adds. “This year’s theme is the 
L. Frank Baum book, ‘The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz,’ and we’ll be carrying that 
theme throughout the event.” 

The festival will be a day-long 
event starting at 9 a.m. and continu-
ing through 9 p.m. An arts and crafts 
sale will be held from the start of the 
event until 3 p.m. in the main dining 

room. Local artists and crafters are 
invited to rent table space measuring 
44 by 29 inches provided by Ye Olde 
Tavern at the rate of $15 per table or $25 
per double table.  

Entries to the creative food art and 
carved pumpkin contest will also be 
on display and judged on the tavern’s 
patio during those hours. Local foodies 
and kids of all ages are encouraged to 
submit entries based on the Wizard of 
Oz theme. 

Another fun event will be 
the “Rotary’s Got Talent” competi-
tion in which area talent will compete 
live at the tavern on Oct. 2 before a 
panel of judges. Performers may dis-
play a wide range of talents, but must be 
family friendly and appropriate in both 
language and costume. Performances 
will be limited to 10 minutes per act, 
including set-up and exiting the stage 
area. The entry fee for the talent compe-
tition is $10 for a single entry or $15 for 
a group, and all applications must be in 
no later than Sept. 29. 

Last, but certainly not least, adults 
and kids of all ages are invited to partic-
ipate in a creative writing contest with 
an overall writing prompt of “Not So 
Scary.” Entries may be submitted in 
any number of categories, including 
fiction and non-fiction, poetry, prose, 
plays, essays, and short stories, but 
must not exceed 25 pages, presented in 
12 point double-spaced type. All entries 
must be the original work of the submit-
ter and must not have been previously 
published. “We’re hoping area teachers 
and librarians will encourage students 
to participate,” says Spencer. “It will 
be a great opportunity for the kids to 
stretch their creative writing muscles 
after so much time spent outside the 
classroom over the past year.”

There is an entry of $5 per submis-
sion and entries must be received by 
Sept. 25 to allow for judging. Payment 

may be made by check, money order 
or Venmo to the Rotary Club of the 
Brookfields. Email submissions may be 
sent to RotaryCluboftheBrookfields@
gmail.com. Entries being sent by “snail 
mail” should include three (3) copies 
and should be mailed to “Not So Scary” 
Contest, Rotary Club of the Brookfields, 
P.O. Box 733, Warren, MA 01083. 
Winners will be announced during the 
“Rotary’s Got Talent” portion of the 
Neewollah Festival and the authors 
may be invited to read their winning 
entry during that part of the program.

The Rotary of the Brookfields will 
also be conducting a “Turkey Scratch” 
Raffle Tickets Sale during the festival 
in which $100 worth of lottery scratch 
tickets displayed as feathers on a wood-
en turkey will go to the winner.

All entry forms and additional details 
for all of the Neewollah Festival com-
petitions and contests are available for 
download from the Rotary’s Web site 
at BrookfieldsRotary.org. Email sub-
missions and inquiries may be sent 

to RotaryCluboftheBrookfields@gmail.
com. Payments are to be made by check, 
money order, or Venmo to the Rotary 
Club of the Brookfields. Questions? 
Please call (470) 223-2342. 

Brookfields Rotary was chartered in 
1955 as part of Rotary International and 
is now in its 66th year of service to the 
Brookfields, Spencer, Warren, Ware, 
and the world. Membership consists of 
local business and community leaders 
providing and supporting services that 
improve lives and make our towns a bit 
better. Among other benefits, Rotary 
offers team based community service, 
networking, and professional develop-
ment. Rotary is a family, and Rotarians 
make lifelong friendships locally and 
beyond. New members are always wel-
come. Dinner meetings are held at 6 p.m. 
on the first, third, and fifth Thursday of 
the month at Ye Olde Tavern, 7 East 
Main St., West Brookfield. The second 
and fourth weeks are dedicated to ser-
vice projects or socials.

Paxton resident named 
to Simmons University 
Dean’s List

BOSTON — Hallie Lane, Paxton res-
ident, was named to the 2021 spring 
semester dean’s list at Simmons 
University in Boston.

To qualify for dean’s list status, under-
graduate students must obtain a grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher, based on 
12 or more credit hours of work in class-
es using the letter grade system.

About Simmons University 
Located in the heart of Boston, Simmons 
is a respected private university offer-
ing more than 50 majors and programs 
for undergraduate women and graduate 

programs open to all on campus, in 
blended formats, or entirely online in 
nursing and health sciences, liberal arts, 
business, communications, social work, 
public health, and library and informa-
tion science. Founded in 1899, Simmons 
has established a model of higher educa-
tion that other colleges and universities 
are only recently beginning to adapt: 
the combination of education for leader-
ship in high-demand professional fields 
with the intellectual foundation of the 
liberal arts. The result is a Simmons 
graduate prepared not only to work, 
but to lead in professional, civic, and 
personal life - a vision of empowerment 
that Simmons calls preparation for 
life’s work. Follow Simmons on Twitter 
at @SimmonsUniv, and on LinkedIn 
at https://www.linkedin.com/school/
simmons-university/. 
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Create a colorful year-round 
garden filled with flowers, 
greenery, colorful fruit, fall 
color, winter interest and a few 
surprises. Consider seasonal 
interest when planning a new 
garden or landscape. Adding 
a few key plants to existing 
gardens can help boost your 
landscape’s seasonal appeal. 

Include a variety of plants 
with multiple seasons of inter-
est as well as bird and pollina-
tor appeal. You will look for-
ward to the change of seasons 

as your landscape transforms 
throughout the year. 

Use trees and shrubs to 
provide the framework and 
longevity in your landscape. 
Serviceberries, crabapples, 
dogwoods, and many others 
have flowers, fruit, pollinator, 
and bird appeal and add win-
ter interest with their bark 
or form. Look for those with 
colorful exfoliating bark like 
paperbark maple, heptacodi-
um, and river birch for a beau-
tiful statement in the winter 
garden.

Include a few summer bloom-
ing shrubs like St John’s wort, 
buttonbush, panicle hydran-
geas and Rose of Sharon. They 
add an unexpected fresh look 
to your summer landscape. 

Perennials combine 
nicely with trees, shrubs, 
and annuals, adding sea-
sons of color and texture. 

Include those that also attract 
songbirds, bees, and butterflies 
by creating a beautiful habitat. 
Blue star (Amsonia), Siberian 
iris, sedum, Rudbeckia, cone-
flower, and grasses are just 
a few that can brighten any 
garden with several seasons of 
color, provide homes for ben-
eficial insects and food for the 
birds.

End the season with fall 
bloomers like goldenrod, 
asters, and hardy mums. These 
provide food for late season 
pollinators.  Leave healthy 
plants stand, providing homes 
for many beneficial insects, 
winter interest in the garden, 
and food for the songbirds.

Use annuals to fill any voids, 
add season long color and year-

ly changes in the landscape. 
Containers on steps, decks and 
patios help bring the garden to 
your front and back door.

Include spring flowering 
bulbs like tulips, daffodils and 
hyacinths planted in fall for 
a colorful welcome to spring. 
These and many of the earliest 
bloomers like winter aconites, 
grape hyacinths, and crocus 
provide needed nectar for early 
season pollinators. 

Evergreens are always a 
welcome addition to any land-
scape. They provide shelter 
for the birds and year-round 
greenery.  Find new and inter-
esting ways to include them in 
your landscape. 

Use taller evergreens for 
screening bad views, buffering 

traffic and other noises, or cre-
ating privacy.  Use evergreens 
with interesting form and 
texture to create a focal point 
in a garden bed or landscape. 
Combine them with perennials 
and flowering shrubs for added 
seasonal interest. 

Then keep your landscape 
looking its best by protecting 
key plants from hungry crit-
ters like deer, rabbits and 
voles. Skip the fencing and 
scare tactics by applying a rain 
resistant, organic repellent 
like Plantskydd (plantskydd.
com) at planting. You will need 
fewer applications and the 
odor-based repellent sends ani-
mals dining elsewhere before 

Once you’re retired and 
your children are grown, 
they are likely “off the 
books,” as far as your finan-
cial responsibility for them 
is concerned. Yet, you’re 
probably still prepared to 
do anything to help them – 
but are they ready to take 
care of you if the need arises?

Consider this: Almost half of retirees 
say that the ideal role in retirement is 
providing support to family and other 
loved ones, according to the Edward 
Jones/Age Wave study titled Four 
Pillars of the New Retirement: What a 
Difference a Year Makes – and a slightly 
earlier version of the same study found 
that 72 percent of retirees say one of 
their biggest fears is becoming a burden 
on their family members. 

So, if you are recently retired or plan 
to retire in the next few years, you may 
need to reconcile your desire to help 
your adult children or other close rela-
tives with your concern that you could 
become dependent on them. You’ll need 
to consider whether your loved ones 
can handle caregiving responsibilities, 
which frequently include financial 
assistance. If they did have to provide 
some caregiving services for you, could 

they afford it? About 80% 
of caregivers now pay for 
some caregiving costs out 
of their own pockets – and 
one in five caregivers expe-
rience significant financial 
strain because of caregiv-
ing, according to a recent 
AARP report.

 One way to help your family mem-
bers is to protect yourself from the enor-
mous expense of long-term care. The 
average cost for a private room in a 
nursing home is now over $100,000 a 
year, according to the insurance com-
pany Genworth. Medicare won’t pay 
much, if any, of these costs, so you may 
want to consult with a financial advi-
sor, who can suggest possible ways of 
addressing long-term care expenses.

 Even if you don’t require a long stay 
in a nursing home, you still might need 
some assistance in the future, especial-
ly if your health or mental capacities 
decline. So, start talking to your loved 
ones about their possible roles if you 
should ever need caregiving. You may 
want to create a caregiving arrange-
ment that specifies payment for caregiv-
ing services and outlines the expenses 
to be reimbursed if paid out of pocket 
by a caregiver. Also, you may want to 

create the appropriate legal documents, 
such as a durable power of attorney for 
health care, which enables someone to 
make medical decisions on your behalf 
should you become incapacitated, and a 
durable power of attorney for finances, 
which allows you to name someone to 
make your financial decisions if you 
become unable to do so yourself. A 
legal professional can help you make 
these arrangements and incorporate 
them into your overall estate plan. A 
financial advisor can suggest ways of 
preparing for the costs involved with 
caregiving and can direct you to rele-
vant resources, such as social services 

provided by your city or county.
 Clearly, there’s much you can do to 

help shield your family from the finan-
cial strain of caregiving. But you are not 
alone: By drawing on other resources 
and outside help, you can ease the bur-
den on your loved ones. And everyone 
will feel more secure when you have 
your arrangements in place.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 
or jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com.

Are your loved ones  
prepared to be caregivers?

JEFF 
BURDICK

FINANCIAL 
FOCUS

Specializing In: 
Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 

Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial  
back to its original beauty.  

Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

for Joe. So, this also prevents the 
government from being able to 
make a vaccine mandate. Sleepy 
Joe and the Democrats can eas-
ily rectify this by making a law 
where abortions are illegal and 
vaccines required.  We know 
this won’t happen because of 
Democratic voters. As I recall, 
Donald Trump was against abor-
tion and for the vaccines. A vote 
for him was a vote for life. If 
anyone tries to sham you for not 
getting vaccinated, look them in 
the eyes and ask did they vote 
for Biden. If they say yes, tell 
them by voting for him, then 
they supported legalized abor-
tion. Therefore, they validated 
your decision by “My body, my 
choice!” 

You are responsible for the 
increasing prices for gas and 
food. When you shut down 
our self-reliance on energy, it 
means we now need to buy oil 
on the open market. Oil from 
the Mideast going to fund ter-
rorism. As the prices of energy 
go up, so does the cost to farm 
and make plastics. All you on 
fixed incomes and working will 
see your buying power shrink. 
Meanwhile, companies are 
forced to lure new hires with 
higher pay. So, you that have 
worked hard will see your pay 
stagnate while new hires make 
more than you. Under Don, all 
boats would have risen as the 
economy boomed to full employ-
ment again.

Yep, you wanted a true leader 
in the White House. One that 
only comes out two days after 
the crisis starts. One with a 

blank stare that puts his head 
in his hands at the podium. You 
wanted Trump impeached for 
a stupid phone call overheard 
to a Ukrainian official, but are 
OK with an administration that 
gives the Taliban a list of our 
people in Afghanistan so they 
can be hunted down. His name 
should now be Traitor Joe! You 
want a leader that tells us up 
front that he has a list from his 
handlers. They tell him what he 
talks about or who he can call 
on. If he goes off script, he will be 
in troubles with them. So, don’t 
blame Sleepy Joe for our coun-
try’s problems. Blame the people 
that voted Sleepy Joe and this 
incompetent administration in. 
They need to rally around him 
just to hold him up!

MARK ROBILLARD
SPENCER

ROBBILLARD
continued from page    A9

OBITUARIES
SPENCER- Eda 

Lacomba, 62, of 
Spencer, died Friday, 
Aug. 27 at her home 
surrounded by her 
loving family. 

She leaves her par-
ents, Isaias and Luz N. 
Rodriguez Lacomba, 
and her sister Nerida 

Lacomba and her husband Humberto 

Montoya with whom she lived,  her 
brother Nelson Lacomba of N.J., nieces 
& nephews and many loved ones.

She was born in Arecibo, Puerto Rico 
and moved here in October 2017.

Private funeral services were held in 
the J.HENRI MORIN & SON FUNERAL 
HOME, 23 Maple Terr., Spencer. In 
lieu of flowers, contributions may be 
made to a charity of choice.

www.morinfuneralhomes.com

Eda Lacomba, 62

Fall means trout fishing

As we enter the month of September, 
many freshwater anglers are thinking 
about the fall trout fishing season in 
Massachusetts. As the waters start to 
cool from the extremely warm tempera-
tures of this summer, anglers need to 
be aware that Massachusetts Fish & 
Wildlife will not stock trout until the 
waters are suitable to sustain the fresh-
ly stocked trout. It may be until October 
before the waters are cool enough to see 
a trout stocking. It is hard to believe 
that the Gulf has 90 Degree surface 
water temperatures this past week, 
prior to Hurricane Ida! 

Saltwater fishing continues 
to improve on all fronts in both 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, with 
schools of mackerel along the South 
shore of the Island. Fluke & seabass 
fishing also remains very good at the 
Island. Tuna were being caught around 
the Gully! Albi are showing up in both 
Mass. & Rhode Island waters. These 
hard fighting fish provide some great 
fishing for anglers using light tackle 
and fly rods. They do not provide good 
eating; however, some anglers do take 
a few home for table fare. Saltwater 
fishing should explode with action on 
all fronts in the coming weeks.  

Ten local sportsmen left for Maine 
this past weekend to enjoy a bit of 
bear hunting that opened up this past 
Monday statewide. Bear hunters are 

allowed to set up bait hunting spots 
prior to hunting season. Hunters are 
allowed to use crossbows, compound 
bows, shotgun, etc. to harvest their 
bear in Maine. It should be a good 
year for hunting bear in Maine, if 
the weather cools off. Hunting bear 
in Massachusetts is open in all zones 

again this year, and a permit that costs 
only $5 is required. Be sure to check all 
hunting regulations before the season 
opens on Sept. 7.  Second season opens 
Nov. 1, and the third season opens for 
shotgun Nov. 29.

Have you checked your status for 
an antlerless deer permit?  Go to the 

Mass. Fish Hunt Web site to see if you 
have won a permit. If you did, you 
will need to pay a $5 fee.  If you did not 
win a permit, you can still apply for 
an antlerless deer permit starting on 
September. The antlerless surplus deer 
permits go fast. The permits will be in 
zones 9, 10, 11, 13 & 14. Zone 11 will go on 
sale Tuesday, Sept. 28 at 9 a.m. It will be 
a staggered system. Zone 10 will go on 
sale Wednesday, Sept. 29 at 9 a.m. Zone 
9, including 13 & 14, Tuesday, Sept. 30 at 
9 a.m. Number of surplus deer permits 
available in zone 9, 1,410 - Zone 10 - 9,092 
& Zone 11 7,770 Zone 13 2,526 and Zone 
14, 2,619.

This week’s picture shows nine-year-
old Payton fishing with her grandfa-
ther Charlie this past Saturday on the 
Meadow Pond in Whitinsville. He takes 
her fishing as often as he can. She still 
will not handle the fish, but that will 
come in time. 

Last week’s picture of a huge whale 
cod was caught a number of years ago, 
prior to the recreational cod fishery 
being shut down ,causing numerous 
charter boats to close. Starting Sept. 15, 
recreational anglers can retain one cod 
daily with a minimum length of 21 inch-
es. Fifteen haddock can now be caught 
daily by recreational anglers.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with all 
of our servicemen & women, and with 
those affected by Hurricane Ida, fires 
in the West, and floods in many parts of 
the country.         

Take a Kid Fishing & Keep them rods 
Bending!

RALPH
TRUE

THE GREAT

OUTDOORS

Photo Courtesy

This week’s picture shows nine-year-old Payton fishing with her grandfather Charlie this past 
Saturday on the Meadow Pond in Whitinsville. He takes her fishing as often as he can. She 
still will not handle the fish, but that will come in time. 

Designing gardens for year-round color and 
protecting your investment

MELINDA
MYERS

GARDEN

MOMENTS

Turn To MYERS page     A17
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Spencer Police
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
12:29-12:38 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:15 a.m.: officer wanted (Main 
Street), re: two ppl at ATM; 3:06 a.m.: 
fire alarm (Main Street), referred; 
4:19 a.m.: commercial alarm (Meadow 
Road), services rendered; 5:26 a.m.: mv 
complaint (Paxton Road), mv/donuts 
in school lot; 5:57 a.m.: fire alarm 
(Main Street), referred; 7:24 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (West Main Street), LTC 
change of address; 9:05 a.m.: medical/
general (Paxton Road); 9:57 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Main Street), assist citizen; 
10:17 a.m.: animal complaint (Kittredge 
Road), loose dog; 10:17 a.m.: officer 
wanted (West Main Street), spoken to; 
11:08 a.m.: fire/woods/grass (Old Farm 
Road), poss. illegal burn; 11:47 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Smithville Road), re: 
sick porcupine; 12:06 p.m.: disabled mv 
(Chestnut Street), assisted; 12:22 a.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 1:41 p.m.: citizen complaint 
(Northwest Road), trucks speeding; 1:45 
p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), open 
line; 1:51 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), spoken to; 2:57 p.m.: acci-
dent (West Main Street), report taken; 
3:05 p.m.: accident (West Main Street), 
report taken; 3:43 p.m.: medical/gener-
al (Franklin Street); 3:53 p.m.: 911 call 
(Howe Village), misdial; 4:01 p.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Bixby Road), missing 
cat; 4:27 p.m.: medical/general (Lincoln 
Street); 5:24 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), req. temporary order of 
protection; 5:25 p.m.: suspicious persons 
(North Spencer Road), investigated; 5:31 
p.m.: medical/general (Main Street); 
5:33 p.m.: medical/general (Church 
Street); 6:22 p.m.: disturbance (Brooks 
Pond Road), “wheeling and dealing” at 
garage; 6:54 p.m.: medical/general (Lake 
Street); 7:05 p.m.: 911 call (West Main 
Street), Hubbard Hospital CT down; 8:27 
p.m.: 911 call (Howe Village), non-emer-
gency; 9:08 p.m..: juvenile matter (Pauls 
Drive), kids/bikes in street; 9:12 p.m.: 
medical/general (Maple Street); 9:14 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
9:18 p.m.: suspicious persons (Pauls 
Drive), investigated; 9:21 p.m.: park-
ing complaint (Grove Street), trailer in 
road; 9:40 p.m.: suspicious mv (Howe 
Road), investigated; 9:52-9:54 p.m.: build-
ings checked, secure; 10:16 p.m.: mv 
complaint (West Main Street), erratic 
tow operator; (Total daily mv stops – 6).

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
1:21 a.m.: officer wanted (Pleasant 

Street), rep. domestic assault; 2:12 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (West Main Street), 
no contact; 4:26 a.m.: medical/gener-
al (Borkum Road); 8:59 a.m.: medical/
general (Church Street); 9:42 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Briarcliff Lane), threatened 
by neighbor; 9:54 a.m.: school alarm 
(Main Street), services rendered; 10:00 
a.m.: lost/found (West Main Street), flag 
w/pole found; 10:29 a.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), tornado warn-
ing; 10:29 a.m.: LTC issued (West Main 
Street), assisted; 11:15 a.m.: restraining 
order service (West Main Street); 12:27 
p.m.: animal complaint (North Spencer 
Road), sick/injured hawk; 12:38 p.m.: 
officer wanted (West Main Street), dis-
abled power wheelchair; 1:07 p.m.: dis-
turbance (Pleasant Street), unwanted 
party; 1:29 p.m.: officer wanted (Wall 
Street), unauthorized use/mv; 2:15 p.m.: 
parking complaint (Mechanic Street), 
services rendered; 2:29 p.m.: officer 
wanted (Wes Main Street), spoken to; 
3:03 p.m.: suspicious persons (Pleasant 
Street), investigated; 3:13 p.m.: restrain-
ing order service (West Main Street); 
3:20 p.m.: intelligence/drugs (West Main 
Street), info taken; 4:29 p.m.: mv com-
plaint (Donnelly Cross Road), mvs rac-
ing; 4:56 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
5:30 p.m.: medical/general (Mechanic 
Street); 6:50 p.m.: 911 call (Main Street), 
misdial; 6:57 p.m.: lost/found (Chestnut 
Street), wallet found; 7:50 p.m.: accident 
(Main Street), report taken; 9:19 p.m.: 
residential alarm (Sampson Street), 
services rendered; 11:02 p.m.: 911 call 
(Main Street), health issue/services ren-
dered; 11:21 p.m.: officer wanted (North 
Brookfield Road), spoken to; (Total daily 
mv stops – 5). 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
12:39-1:25 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:37 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Leicester PD req. K9 unit; 2:39 
a.m.: disabled mv (Meadow Road), ser-
vices rendered; 4:40 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Main Street); 6:53 a.m.: suspicious 
persons (Main Street), investigated; 7:34 
a.m.: abandoned 911 call (North Spencer 
Road), hang-up; 7:41 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Howe Village); 8:20 a.m.: DPW call 
(Cherry Street), rep. sinkhole; 9:04 a.m.: 
suspicious mv (Cherry Street), investi-
gated; 9:12 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 10:11 a.m.: entire incident redact-
ed from police log; 10:14 a.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Main Street), Robert 
A. Waite, 69, 204 Main Street, Spencer, 
warrant served, arrest; 10:42 a.m.: 
building checked, secure; 10:43 a.m.: 
medical/general (Main Street); 11:01 
a.m.: disabled mv (West Main Street), 
services rendered; 11:07 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Bay Path Road), loose dog 
detained; 11:14 a.m.: medical/general 
(Maple Street); 11:47 a.m.: disturbance 
(Smithville Road), noise complaint; 2:36 
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West Main 
Street), accidental; 3:14 p.m.: accident 
(Greenville Street), report taken; 3:17 
p.m.: medical/general (Maple Street); 
3:37 p.m.: animal complaint (West Main 
Street), call fr. Brookfield PD; 3:57 p.m.: 
medical/general (Pleasant Street), 4:09 
p.m.: officer wanted (Pauls Drive), c/o 

contractor; 5:05 p.m.: juvenile mat-
ter (Chestnut Street), kids provoking 
fight; 5:33 p.m.: mv complaint (Main 
Street), erratic operator; 5:43 p.m.: med-
ical/general (South Spencer Road); 5:46 
p.m.: mutual aid (Town House Court), 
Worcester PD req. welfare check; 6:05 
p.m.: animal complaint (Chickering 
Road), loose/aggressive dog; 6:07 p.m.: 
medical/general (Smithville Road); 6:27 
p.m.: medical/general (Howe Village); 
7:48 p.m.: abandoned 911 call (West Main 
Street), no contact; 8:32 p.m.: distur-
bance (Maple Street), unwanted party; 
9:53 p.m.: building checked, secure; 11:30 
p.m.: medical/general (Old Farm Road); 
(Total daily mv stops – 2).

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
1:20 a.m.: disturbance (Prospect 

Street), rep. assault; 2:08 a.m.: ani-
mal complaint (Shore Drive), barking 
dog; 6:00 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 7:03 a.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), Clinton Hosp. CT down; 
7:24 a.m.: vandalism (East Charlton 
Road), tire marks in yard; 8:04 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (North Spencer 
Road), spoken to; 9:36 a.m.: medical/
general (Howe Village); 10:45 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 10:50 a.m.: 
medical/general (Mechanic Street); 
10:54 a.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
Harrington CT up/running; 10:57 a.m.: 
lost/found (McDonald Street), wallet 
found; 12:00 p.m.: medical/general (Wall 
Street); 12:14 p.m.: lost/found (North 
Spencer Road), wallet found; 12:30 p.m.: 
911 call (Lake Avenue), open line; 12:54 
p.m.: 911 call (Terkanian Drive), open 
line; 12:55 p.m.: mutual aid (West Main 
Street), Worcester PD bolo; 1:15 p.m.: 
lost/found (Highland Street), license 
plate found; 1:35 p.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), panhandling; 2:27 
p.m.: 911 call (Highland Street), open 
line; 2:37 p.m.: building checked, secure; 
2:53 p.m.: officer wanted (Ash Street), 
retrieving belongings; 3:05 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Main Street); 4:05 p.m.: 
residential alarm (Paxton Road), ser-
vices rendered; 4:07 p.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Pleasant View Road); 4:53 p.m.: 
911 call (West Main Street), open line; 
5:11 p.m.: fire alarm (West Main Street), 
issues w/alarm; 5:23 p.m.: building 
checked, secure; 7:14 p.m.: mutual aid 
(West Main Street), services rendered; 
7:31 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
open line; 7:59 p.m.: animal complaint 
(South Spencer Road), beaver in trap; 
8:26 p.m.: 911 call (West Main Street), 
spoken to; 8:44 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), Sturbridge PD bolo; 9:26 
p.m.: fireworks complaint (Oak Lane); 
9:48-9:49 p.m.: buildings checked, secure; 
9:50 p.m.: disabled mv (Main Street), 
assisted; 9:51-10:07 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 10:44 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Mechanic Street), assisted; (Total daily 
mv stops – 1). 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
12:18-1:22 a.m.: buildings checked, 

secure; 1:26 a.m.: medical/general 
(Howe Village); 1:54-2:55 a.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; 6:57 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Paxton Road); 8:28 a.m.: fire alarm 
(Chickering Road), referred; 9:07 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Charlton Road), branch 
in SB lane; 9:50 a.m.: officer wanted 
(Paxton Street), lg. limb in roadway; 
11:06 a.m.: animal complaint (Temple 
Street), loose dog; 11:43 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Sullivan Street), dead dog; 
12:54 p.m.: DPW call (G.H. Wilson Road), 
tree in roadway; 1:13 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Adams Street), services rendered; 
2:34 p.m.: DPW call (Charlton Road), 
branch on cable wire; 3:40 p.m.: DPW 
call (Donnelly Road), tree on wires; 
4:35 p.m.: medical/general (Smithville 
Road); 6:53 p.m.: officer wanted (West 
Main Street), LTC change of address; 
7:50 p.m.: officer wanted (West Main 
Street), spoken to; 8:11 p.m.: 911 call 
(Irving Street), hang-up; 8:21 p.m.: weap-
ons violation (Prospect Street), Kyle 
P. Blouin, 19 Prospect Street, Spencer, 
improper storage of firearm/2 counts, 
possession firearm w/out FID card, 
possession large capacity firearm, car-
rying firearm w/out FID card, arrest; 
Taylor MacLeod, 29 Carpenter Street, 
Foxborough, discharging firearm w/
in 500 feet of a dwelling; possession of 
ammunition w/out FID card; carrying 
firearm w/out FID card, arrest; 8:47 
p.m.: disturbance (Langevin Street), 
unwanted party; 8:51 p.m.: 911 call (West 

Main Street), misdial; 9:27 p.m.: medi-
cal/general (Valley Street); 11:12 p.m.: 
disturbance (Mechanic Street), services 
rendered; 11:58 p.m.: mutual aid (West 
Main Street), req. escort home; (Total 
daily mv stops – 2).

MONDAY, AUGUST 23
12:02 a.m.: fire/woods/grass 

(Smithville Road), tree on wires; 1:00 
a.m.: 911 call (Paxton Road), open line; 
3:27 a.m.: mutual aid (West Main Street), 
Holden PD bolo; 3:50 a.m.: medical/
general (Candlewood Drive); 4:32 a.m.: 
suspicious persons (Bay Path Road), 
investigated; 4:34 a.m.: DPW call (East 
Charlton Road), limb blocking roadway; 
4:59 a.m.: citizen complaint (Church 
Street), speeding; 7:26 p.m.: harassing 
phone call (Briarcliff Lane), threaten-
ing text rec’d; 8:20 a.m.: medical/gen-
eral (Ash Street); 8:23 a.m.: fire alarm 
(Bixby Road), referred; 8:29 a.m.: animal 
complaint (Norcross Road), poss. rabies 
exposure; 8:51 a.m.: fire/rescue (Maple 
Street), stuck in elevator; 9:26 a.m.: offi-
cer wanted (Maple Street), assist other 
agency; 9:56 a.m.: animal complaint 
(Main Street), loose dog; 9:58 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Maple Street); 9:58 a.m.: 
officer wanted (Howe Village), spoken 
to; 10:21 a.m.: medical/general (Main 
Street); 11:03 a.m.: DPW call (Greenville 
Street), tree on wires; 11:26 a.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Thompson Pond Road), 
accidental; 11:50 a.m.: officer wanted 
(West Main Street), tornado warning; 
12:16 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Langevin Street); 1:13 p.m.: mv lockout 
(Northwest Road), assisted; 1:31 p.m.: 
officer wanted (Mechanic Street), con-
cerned for friend; 2:15 p.m.: officer want-
ed (Main Street), req. welfare check; 
3:10 p.m.: animal complaint (Northwest 
Road), loose dog; 4:29 p.m.: medical/
general (Paxton Road); 5:34 p.m.: mv 
complaint (Cherry Street), erratic oper-
ator; 6:05 p.m.: lost/found (West Main 
Street), keys found; 11:08 p.m.: mutual 
aid (Norcross Road), rep. of gunshots; 
(Total daily mv stops -1).

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
12:21 a.m.: commercial fire (Main 

Street), referred; 1:38 a.m.: medical/
general (Chestnut Street); 2:14-2:36 a.m.: 
buildings checked, secure; 6:59 a.m.: sus-
picious mv (R. Jones Road), investigat-
ed; 8:54 a.m.: officer wanted (Bay Path 
Road), family issue; 10:55 a.m.: medi-
cal/general (Maple Street); 11:13 a.m.: 
restraining order service (West Main 
Street); 11:19 a.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Pleasant Street); 11:47 a.m.: med-
ical/general (Mechanic Street); 11:49 
a.m.: animal complaint (Paxton Road), 
re: spay voucher; 12:56 p.m.: animal 
complaint (Ash Street), injured goose; 
1:34 p.m.: mv complaint (West Main 
Street), erratic operator; 2:23 p.m.: med-
ical/general (Crown Street); 2:38 p.m.: 
harassment prevention order service 
(West Main Street); 3:29 p.m.: illegal 
dumping (Meadow Road), dumped from 
car; 3:55 p.m.: animal complaint (Bixby 
Road), loose dog; 4:25 p.m.: officer want-
ed (West Main Street), spoken to; 4:45 
p.m.: animal complaint (Maple Street), 
stray cat; 5:18 p.m.: intelligence/crim-
inal (Starr Street), poss. drunk driv-
er; 5:41 p.m.: 911 call (Maple Street), 
misdial; 6:22 p.m.: abandoned 911 call 
(West Main Street), no contact; 6:42 p.m.: 
medical/general (Lincoln Street); 8:29 
p.m.: mv complaint (Main Street), errat-
ic mc operator; 9:22-11:52 p.m.: buildings 
checked, secure; (Total daily mv stops 
– 2).

# # #

Leicester Police
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
1:10 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

verbal warning; 9:31 a.m.: ambulance 
(Mechanic Street, Spencer), transport-
ed; 10:59 a.m.: water/sewer problem 
(Watch Street), services rendered; 1:53 
p.m.: erratic operator (Henshaw Street), 
gone on arrival; 2:50 p.m.: erratic opera-
tor (Main Street), unable to locate; 4:18 
p.m.: mv stop (Auburn Street), written 
warning; 5:07 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), written warning; 5:12 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
5:39 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford Street), 
Carlos R. Linares, 30, 33 Broad Street, 
#1, Marlborough, unlicensed operation, 
not meeting RMV safety standards, 

straight warrant, arrest; 7:03 p.m.: 
harassment (Siani Road), report taken; 
9:43 p.m.: debris in road (Pine Street), 
removed; 9:51 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 10:09 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), written warning.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
1:33 p.m.: stolen mv (Main Street), 

mv towed; 7:24 a.m.: suspicious mv 
(Main Street), services rendered; 9:58 
a.m.: shoplifting (Soojians Drive), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
shoplifting by asportation/2nd offense; 
name and address redacted from police 
log, shoplifting by asportation, arrests 
made; 4:06 p.m.: accident (Paxton Street), 
report taken; 4:57 p.m.: animal com-
plaint (South Street), unable to locate; 
5:49 p.m.: erratic operator (Main Street), 
unable to locate; 5:58 p.m.: threats 
(Chapel Street), no action required; 
6:12 p.m.: debris in road (Locust Street), 
unable to locate; 8:39 p.m.: welfare check 
(Mannville Street), spoken to; 9:23 p.m.: 
mv stop (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
verbal warning; 10:47 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
12:16 a.m.: mv off road (Stafford 

Street), services rendered; 1:21 a.m.: 
mv stop (Stafford Street), verbal warn-
ing; 1:44 a.m.: suspicious person (Main 
Street), spoken to; 2:43 a.m.: suspicious 
mv (Huntoon Memorial Highway), 
spoken to; 4:25 a.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), Cleaven Anthony Gordon, 32, 
75 Main Street), #1L, Spencer, warrant, 
arrest; 1:47 p.m.: welfare check (Peter 
Salem Road), assisted; 6:05 p.m.: mv 
stop (South Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 6:19 p.m.: RV complaint (Memorial 
School Drive), spoken to; 6:57 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), Angelica D. Harris, 
31, 8 Sigourney Street, #1, Worcester, op 
w/suspended license, default warrant, 
arrest; 8:24 p.m.: disturbance (Bottomly 
Avenue), unable to locate; 9:54 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), criminal appli-
cation issued; 11:52 p.m.: ambulance 
(Harberton Drive), transported.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22
1:28 a.m.: parking complaint (South 

Main Street), spoken to; 3:18 a.m.: debris 
in road (Main Street), removed; 3:26 a.m.: 
debris in road (Main Street), removed; 
5:24 p.m.: harassment (Charlton Street), 
services rendered; 9:41 p.m.: residential 
alarm (Green Street), false alarm; 10:29 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), name and 
address redacted from police log, op w/
suspended license, marked lanes viola-
tion, mv towed.

MONDAY, AUGUST 23
3:36 a.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 

Kendall Geiger, 26, 113 Cude Street, 
Fayetville, NC, unlicensed operation, 
marked lanes violation, warrant, arrest; 
10:45 a.m.; suspicious activity (Pleasant 
Street), unfounded; 6:25 p.m.: disabled 
mv (Marshall Street), assisted; 8:41 
p.m.: welfare check (Pleasant Street), no 
action required; 9:04 p.m.: debris in road 
(Marshall Street), removed; 9:42 p.m.: 
suspicious mv (Main Street), gone on 
arrival; 10:16 p.m.: suspicious activity 
(Hyland Avenue), gone on arrival.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
6:58 a.m.: investigation (Stafford 

Street), services rendered; 8:28 a.m.: 
mv stop (McNeil Highway), verbal 
warning; 11:24 a.m.: mv stop (Paxton 
Street), spoken to; 11:32 a.m.: investi-
gation (Brookside Drive), services ren-
dered; 1:22 p.m.: restraining order ser-
vice (Stafford Street), unable to serve; 
2:46 p.m.: welfare check (Main Street), 
peace restored; 3:47 p.m.: assist other 
PD (Redfield Road), spoken to; 4:11 
p.m.: erratic operator (Pleasant Street), 
unable to locate; 4:35 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Stafford Street), unable 
to serve; 4:56 p.m.: mv stop (Stafford 
Street), verbal warning; 5:16 p.m.: mv 
stop (Main Street), written warning; 
5:18 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), written 
warning; 5:29 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), name and address redacted from 
police log, op w/suspended registration, 
uninsured mv, unregistered mv, mv 
towed; 5:50 p.m.: mv stop (Mayflower 
Road), verbal warning; 6:40 p.m.: aban-
doned 911 call (Carleton Road), investi-
gated; 7:25 p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), 
spoken to; 8:05 p.m.: mv stop (Memorial 
School Drive), spoken to; 8:09 p.m.: RV 
complaint (Memorial School Drive), 
unable to locate; 9:06 p.m.: mv stop 
(Main Street), verbal warning; 9:17 p.m.: 
mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 9:24 p.m.: suspicious mv (Chapel 
Street), spoken to; 9:29 p.m.: suspicious 
mv (Main Street), spoken to; 9:46 p.m.: 
abandoned 911 call (Pine Street), spoken 
to; 10:05 p.m.: mv stop (River Street), 
verbal warning.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
6:33 a.m.: ambulance (Charlton 

Street), transported; 11:02 a.m.: accident 
(Washburn Square), report taken; 3:50 
p.m.: mv stop (Main Street), verbal warn-
ing; 4;39 p.m.: restraining order service 
(Main Street), served; 6:51 p.m.: arrest 
warrant service (Pine Street), unable 
to serve; 4:57 p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant 
Street), written warning; 5:14 p.m.: mv 
stop (Stafford Street), report taken; 5:48 
p.m.: mv stop (Baldwin Street), name 
and address redacted from police log, 
up w/suspended license, no inspection 
sticker, criminal application issued; 
6:34 p.m.: mv stop (Baldwin Street), 
Juvenal Dominguez Ramos, 47, 189 
Hamilton Avenue, #3, Lynn, unlicensed 
operation, speeding, forgery/misuse 
of RMV document, refusing to iden-
tify self, arrest; 8:52 p.m.: restraining 
order service (Stafford Street), unable to 
serve; 9:43 p.m.: welfare check (McNeil 
Highway), unfounded.

POLICE REPORTS
Local teen charged in 

connection with motor 
vehicle crash

SPENCER – A teen driver is facing 
several charges stemming from a July 
31 crash at the intersection of Main 
Street and Maple Street.

The Spencer Police Department 
recently concluded its investigation of 
the single-vehicle wreck, which took 
place at 3:37 a.m. When police arrived 
on scene, they found that a 2021 Mazda 
SUV had crashed into a traffic light 
pole at high speed.

The driver and passenger were both 
found unconscious with serious inju-
ries.

Following the SPD investigation, the 
17-year-old male driver from Webster 
is facing the following charges: OUI 
liquor, resulting in serious injury; 
negligent operation of a motor vehi-
cle; unlicensed operation of a motor 

vehicle; speeding; and failure to wear 
a seat belt. 

“The investigation revealed that 
the operator was traveling at 65 MPH 
(posted 30 MPH) prior to the crash, 
with a blood alcohol level at near-
ly three times the legal limit,” read 
a statement released by the Spencer 
Police Department. 

The driver has been summoned to 
appear in court at a later date. Police 
are still investigating where the teen 
obtained and consumed the alcohol.

The passenger in the wreck, a 
17-year-old male from Worcester, 
was transported via Life Flight to 
UMass Medical Center. Police have 
not announced whether he is facing 
charges in connection with the inci-
dent.
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PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

INVESTORS!
WEBSTER: 6 units, 50 year 
roof, sided, o� street parking

227 School St ~ $599,900

ATHOL: Island Waterfront, 
4 rooms, 2.6 acres, own your 

own Paradise Island, Pontoon 
Boat

54 Island #2 Lake Ellis ~ 
$424,900

PAXTON: 1900 sq. �., 3 
bedroom, 1.5 baths, Worcester/

Paxton Line, Fireplace, 2 car  
detached garage

4 Boynton Pkwy ~ $449,000

OAKHAM: 8.5 acres, 600’ �. 
road frontage

N. Brook�eld Rd ~ $115,000

HOLLAND: Waterfront Lot,  
Hamilton reservoir, Build or 
use as an escape to the lake

Candlewood Dr ~ $169,000

CHARLTON: Waterfront, 
Great 2nd home, Log home 
design, Easy highway access
199 Sunset Dr ~ $329,000

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 504 Treasure Island! 6 Room 
Townhouse Overlooking the Pool! 1,874 Sq Ft! Stainless 
Steel Applianced Granite Kitchen! Open Floor Plan! Dining 
Room - Full Mirrored Wall - Sliders to the Trex Deck! 2 
Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 Baths! Fireplaced Family Room! 
Garage! Central Air! Gas Heat! CVac! 2 BOAT SLIPS! Sandy 
Beach! Complex Recent Siding & Roof! $400,000.00 

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 305 Beacon Park! Lake View 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse - 10 
Acres Park Like Grounds w/Panoramic Lake Views! Yr Round Living or as 2nd 
Home - Summers on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Move-in Condition! Applianced 
Kit! Din Rm w/Slider to the Composite Deck! Frplc Liv Rm w/Wall to Wall Carpeting 
& French Dr to the Deck! Updated Half Bath! Spacious Master w/Wall of Closets & 
Full Bath w/Recent Sky Light! 2nd Bedroom w/Wall to Wall Carpeting & Full Bath just 
outside its Door! 2 Bdrms & 2.5 Updated Baths! Garage w/Opener! Lakeside Heated 
Pool & One of the Best Sandy Beaches on the Lake! Canoe Rack! Rented Boat 
Dock through 2022, Longer Possible! Great Fireworks Viewing! $335,000.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $570,000.00

SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres 
of Privacy! Long Circular Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, 
Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood Floors! Year 
Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/
Master Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 
Skylights! Expandable Attic! Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! 
Central Air! Super Easy Access to Rte 146! $549,900.00

STURBRIDGE! Big Alum Lake! 243 Big Alum Rd! 6.58 Acres of Privacy! Sub-Dividable! 
West Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! 3,313’ 10+ Rm Cape w/3 - 4 Bdrms & 4 Baths! Features 
Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar & Tile Flr! Frplcd Din Area! Din Rm w/3 Walls 
of Glass & French Dr to the Deck! Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm w/Hearth & Wood 
Stove & Wall of Picture Windows! Spacious Liv Rm w/Pine Flr! Office! Full Bath w/
Laundry Closet! 1st Flr Master w/Slider to the Inground Pool, Walk-in Closet, Marble 
Bathrm w/Separate Tub & Shower & Dble Vanities! 2nd Flr w/2 Spacious Bdrms, Lots 
of Closet Space & Pine Flrs! Full Hall Bath! Lower Level w/Game Rm, Wine/Root 
Cellars! Utility & Storage! 2 Car Attached Garage w/Office/In-Law Suite Above! New 
Driveway Access needs to be Installed! Cosmetic Repairs Needed! $679,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,749,900.00

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

ON DEPOSIT NEW LISTING

  

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street 
parking.  $289,900.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD 

WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET  

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

Beautiful family home! 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer 
widows & heating system. Mini split system. Hardwoods. 
Lg eat-in kitchen /Corian counters & Island! Warming 
fireplace with handsome mantel. Generous dinning room, 
spacious enough for your family gatherings. lower level 
fireplace family room, Harmon pellet insert! 2 car garage. 
 $354,900.

WEBSTER • 22 EASTERN AVE

LOOKING FOR AN AFFORDABLE, HUMBLE ABODE, THAT WON’T 
BREAK THE BANK?  Convenient Location, corner lot! 1288 SF+- , 4 BRS 
w/1st Flr Mstr BR, Half Bath! Eat-In Kitchen, Dining/Living Room Combi-
nation! 3-Season Porch. 2nd Flr - 3 BRs. Reshingled Roof, Replacement 
Windows, Updated Electric, Buderus Boiler. Part finished walk-out bsmnt!  
Garage! $215,000

Featured Island Listing!  Webster Lake - 22 Long Island
Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 
 $389,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

Extraordinary Find!  Beautiful 2 Family!  Owner occupied 
with pride and it shows. Grand Front Entry! 3,012 Sf+/- liv-
ing area. 12 rooms, 6 bedrooms, 2 updated Baths. 2nd Flr 
- Granite Countertops! High ceilings & Hardwood Floors, 
Modern Kitchens. Manicured 13,525 SF Lot with a Hip roof 
3 car garage!   $439,900

Featured Listing!

A RARE FIND! A TRULY ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP 
NOTCH~HIGH QUALITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, 
CLEAN, UPDATED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 SF+- & 3 BRs, 2nd Flr.  
Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- & 2 BRs -1st floor. Oil & Natural Gas 
Heat. Hardwood flrs! granite tops. Enjoy the L-Shaped Cov-
ered Farmers Porch! Level Lot!   $399,900.

SORRY SOLD!

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RDPUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. 
Included seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 
Acres Professionally Landscaped! 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bdrm, Renovated 
Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location!  $455,000.  

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appliances.
central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished living 
area., and so much more!  $319,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach!  $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! A WEBSTER LAKE waterfront prop-
erty on Killdeer Circle, you won’t want to miss! Offers a prime 
waterfront location! 64’ of water frontage and a gently sloping 
landscape to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed shore-
line. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! Nicely arranged floor 
plan. 5 rooms 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lowerlevel to 
nice size patio! Garage. $650,000.

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT
SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 SORRY SOLD! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Donna Flannery  508-885-6665
donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

Spencer – Nottingham Circle – Vacation at home! Stunning, waterfront 
home situated on 1 acre of land on Thompson Pond. With 4 bedrooms, 
4.5 baths and 4,700 square ft, this home is a fantastic set up for sharing 

with extended family or out of town guests. Private beach, huge deck 
overlooking the lake, and a 3 car garage! $1,100,000

East Brookfield – Howe Street - Lovely 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath farmhouse styled 
home tucked away on over 24 acres! This peaceful, quiet area is just 10 minutes 
to major highways, shopping, parks, and Lake Lashaway beach. This home fea-
tures a wraparound farmer’s porch, high ceilings, wood floors throughout, and a 
large country kitchen with butcherblock countertops and a gas range. $570,000

Spencer - Smithville Road – Quick Occupancy- Incredible 4 bedroom, 2 
bathroom antique farmhouse on the market for the first time! Home offers lots 
of rustic charm with chestnut beams and wide plank pine flooring. Features 
a detached 2 car garage and plenty of space with 10 rooms. Situated in a 

beautiful, quiet setting, just a minute away from shopping, parks, walking trails 
and only 15 minutes from the Mass Pike. $349,900

Spencer – Grant Street – Quick Occupancy – Affordable 2 bed-
room, 1 bath home with lots of potential! Features new vinyl floor-
ing, fresh paint, and new bathroom with laundry attached. Second 

floor room offers space for a third bedroom or an office. This home 
is located in a great neighborhood with quick access to walking 

trails, shopping, restaurants, and the MA Pike. $234,900

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 38 years of combined  

real estate experience 
 to work for you!” Kayleen Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

Sandi Grzyb
Exit Beacon Pointe Realty!

Contact Info: 

774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aoll.xom

Exit Beacon Pointe Realty 

435 Shrewsbury St. Worcester, MA 01604

48 Years in the  

Real Estate  

Business!

I look forward to serving you in 

all of your real estate ventures! 

• Buying 

• Selling

• Investing

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$163,361,680.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Waterfront Log Home on 
Echo Lake

4 rooms, Ideal second home, year 
round capability, easy higway  

access to routes 84 and Mass Pike
199 Sunset Drive ~ $329,900

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

taking a bite out of your plants. Apply repellent 
before animals start feeding and follow the label 
directions for best results.

Continue to gather ideas with visits to public 
gardens and partaking in garden tours. Be sure 
to take notes and pictures that you can reference 
later. Creating a year-round landscape is an ongo-
ing process that is part of the fun and adventure of 
gardening.

 
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gar-

dening books, including Small Space Gardening. 
She hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything”DVD series and the nationally-syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was commis-
sioned by Tree World Plant Care for her exper-
tise to write this article. Myers’ Web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

MYERS
continued from page    A14

Photo Melinda Myers

Include shrubs like this Blue Satin Rose of Sharon to 
add color and interest to the garden.

Haston Library offers full 
slate of events this month

BY KEVIN FLANDERS
STAFF WRITER

NORTH BROOKFIELD – 
Guests of all ages are invited 
to check out a busy schedule of 
September programs at Haston 
Free Public Library.

On Sept. 9 at 7 p.m., visit the 
library and check out an event 
called, “Find Your Ancestors 
– and Become a Good One 
Yourself!” Presented by Seema 
Kenney, this workshop will help 
guests learn how to uncover 
information about our ances-
tors and provide tips on leaving 
information for our future fami-
ly to discover.  

Speaking of leaving informa-
tion for future generations, dia-
ries and correspondence will be 
the focus of an event called “A 
Private View of the Past.” Set 
for Sept. 14 at 7 p.m., this hybrid 
event will be held in person at 
the library, as well as on Zoom. 
The presentation will be run by 
Amy Hietala, Manager of the 
Old Sturbridge Village Research 
Library.

“We’ll consider what our pre-
decessors discussed about their 
daily lives; how their thoughts 
may help us to understand histo-
ry today; and what we can learn 

about the private thoughts of 
individuals,” read a library-is-
sued statement promoting the 
event. 

Both of the aforementioned 
events belong to the library’s 
Preserving our Memories 
project, part of the Virtual 
Programming for Distance 
Learning grant program paid for 
with CARES Act funding. The 
federal funds are administered 
by the Massachusetts Board of 
Library Commissioners.

In other library news, the 
Haston Art Club meets on the 
second Monday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. On Sept. 13, the club 
will make sewing kits with Lou 
Meierdierks. There is a $5 fee 
for materials, and participants 
should have some basic sewing 
skills. Please call the library at 
508-867-0208 to register for the 
event; space is limited.

Rescheduled from May 2020, 
Julie Stepanek will return to the 
Haston Library to hold a Ukulele 
for Beginners class on Sept. 21 
at 7 p.m. If you have a ukulele, 
you may bring it to the library 
for this program; guests who do 
not have an instrument can use 
one provided by the musician. 
Pre-registration is required for 
this event, which is supported in 

part by a grant from the North 
Brookfield Cultural Council.

The Haston Library’s book 
group will meet on Tuesday, 
Sept. 28, at 7 p.m. Members will 
discuss “Educated” by Tara 
Westover. If you would like 
to join the group, stop by the 
library to pick up a copy of the 
book. 

Meanwhile, the library’s adult 
coloring group meets every 
Monday evening from 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Coloring pages and pencils 
are available to guests, or you 
can bring your own supplies. 

There are also plenty of activi-
ties taking place in the Children’s 
Library this month, including 
Story Time on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10:30. Miss Brianna has 
planned some great stories and 
accompanying crafts for the 
month. On Sept. 7, the theme will 
be “Back to School.”  Sept. 14 will 
feature the story “Potato Joe” 
by Keith Baker, and the Sept. 
21 story and craft will relate to 
apples.

Also, don’t forget the library’s 
Lego Club, held every Thursday 
evening from 4-5:30.  

For more information about 
library events, or to register for 
activities, call 508-867-0208.

Rochdale resident Aidan Fa-
hey enrolls at College of the 

Holy Cross
W O R C E S T E R 

— The College of the Holy 
Cross is excited to welcome 
Aidan Fahey of Rochdale as 
a member of the College’s 
Class of 2025.

At 822 students, the Class 
of 2025 includes students 
from 33 states and 15 nations 
across the globe. This year’s 
incoming class is made up 
of 54 percent women and 46 
percent men, with 23 percent 
of students coming from eth-
nically diverse backgrounds 
and 16 percent as proud 
first-generation college stu-
dents.

These newly minted 
Crusaders have distin-
guished themselves through 
community service, leader-
ship roles, and diverse partic-
ipation in areas like the arts, 
music and athletics.

The new Crusaders will 
arrive on campus and move 
into the residence halls start-
ing at 8:30 a.m., Saturday, 
August 28th, where they 
will be welcomed to Mount 
St. James by an enthusias-
tic purple crew of current 
students, staff, faculty and 

alumni. Fall classes are set 
to begin Monday, September 
6th.

“I am thrilled to welcome 
Holy Cross’ Class of 2025 - a 
vibrant and diverse group of 
exceptional students who are 
also one of the most academi-
cally accomplished classes in 
the College’s history. I can’t 
wait to see what you do and 
how you will grow ethically, 
spiritually and intellectually 
on The Hill,” said Holy Cross 
President Vincent Rougeau.

About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy 

Cross, in Worcester, Mass., 
is among the nation’s lead-
ing liberal arts institutions. 
A highly selective, four-year, 
exclusively undergraduate 
college of 3,100 students, 
Holy Cross is renowned for 
offering a rigorous, personal-
ized education in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. Since its 
founding in 1843, Holy Cross 
has made a positive impact 
in society by graduating stu-
dents who distinguish them-
selves as thoughtful leaders 
in business, professional and 
civic life.
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at  
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS

$$ WANTED CARS & TRUCKS $$
See us First or Last

to sell your vehicle or trade it in
Paying Top dollar $$$

BARNES ENTERPRISES
272 W. Main Street

East Brookfield, MA 01515
508-867-7413 | www.getauto.com

Bob  508-314-3125 | Chris 774-200-9083

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer  
has part-time openings for  

Certified Nurse’s Assistants (CNA):
1) every other weekend  

8-hour shift, 5:30am-1:30pm
2) every Thursday and Friday, 1:30pm-9:30pm.

Nursing is shared with another CNA. 
From $15.50/hr plus differential.

508.885.8700 x512

HELP WANTED 
CNA’s

7 Lyon Street
SOUTHBRIDGE

�rst �oor, 3 bedroom, 
no pets, non smoker

$800/month
Call 508-764-6425

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

We are taking applications for 
clients and new hires.  

Pay starts at $18 and goes to 
$25 to start.  

Paid training and Mileage
There is a signing bonus  

after 6 months. 

774-280-4799   www.sp4e.net

�e Town of Auburn Department of Public Works is accepting 
applications for snow plowing for the 2021 - 2022 winter season.

Applications may be obtained at the 
Department of Public Works – Highway Division,

5 Millbury Street, Auburn, MA 01501, 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Applications are also available on the Town of Auburn website 
www.auburnguide.com.   

Applications must be returned to the DPW by October 1, 2021.
�e Town of Auburn reserves the right to waive any informalities 

and accept or reject any or all applications, or portions of such,  
if thought to be in the best interest of the Town.

Kenneth Fairbanks, Highway Superintendent

TOWN OF AUBURN
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC WORKS

SNOW REMOVAL APPLICATIONS  
Earn $80.00 per hr!

NOW HIRING
Waterjet Operator

Press Brake Operator
Mig & Tig Welder
– Full Time Positions –

Competitive wages, and Benefits.

Experience preferred but will train motivative 

candidates. Apply in person or send resume 

to doscosheetmetal@gmail.com

6 Grafton St., Milbury MA 01527 

p:508.865.9998 | f: 508.865.9999

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Hiring? 
Reach More 
Local Applicants

Help Wanted

Email:ads@stonebridgepress.news
Phone:(508) 909-4105
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132nd Annual

2021

SPENCER
 FAIR

Labor Day Weekend
 Sept 3rd thru Sept 6th

SPENCER 
FAIR GROUNDS
Located off Route 31  
at 48 Smithville Rd.

GATE & BUILDING HOURS

FRI., SEPT. 3RD

SAT., SEPT. 4TH

SUN., SEPT. 5TH

FREE PARKING – ALL WELCOME
NO Pet Allowed -  

Except for Service Dogs
NO Laser Pointers or Weapons Allowed

NO Alcoholic Beverages Allowed  
on the Fair Grounds

NO Coolers or Large Bags Allowed  
on the Fair Grounds

THURSDAY NIGHT
Carnival Rides Open Only 5-9pm

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Fair Gates Open 8am-9pm

Buildings Open 10am-10pm
Carnival Opens Noon-11pm

SUNDAY
Fair Gates Open 8am-9pm

Buildings Open 10am-10pm
Carnival Opens 11am-11pm

MONDAY
Fair Gates Open 8am-5pm
Buildings Open 10am-6pm
Carnival Opens 10am-8pm

Cattle Barn Closes 4pm
Agricultural Center Closes 4pm

Vendor Breakdown 6pm

ON THE GROUNDS
9am  Draft Horse & Oxen Obstacle  
 Course (Grandstand)
1pm Giant Pumpkin Weigh Off  
 (Cattle Show Tent)
10-4pm  Farmer’s Market at Agricultural  
 Center
3pm  Lawn & Garden Tractor Pull  
 (Pulling Area)
6:30pm  Chicken Flop/Poop Bingo  
 (Agricultural Center)
7pm  JM Motorsports Productions,Inc.  
 (Grandstand)“Worlds Largest  
 Demolition Derby”

MAIN STAGE
NOON  National Anthem
1-4 Brookfield Rythm
5:30-7  Kevin Herchen
8pm  Rose Porter & The Neon Moons

ON THE GROUNDS
7:30am  Tractor Pull on Concrete 
 (Pulling Area)
10-4pm  Farmer’s Market at Agricultural  
 Center
10am  Beef Cattle Show (Cattle Show  
 Tent)
1pm  Open Poultry Show 
 (Agricultural Center)
6pm  Tractor Pull (Grandstand)

MAIN STAGE
NOON  National Anthem
1-3  Holdin’ Back Band
8pm  Vyntyge Skynyrd

ON THE GROUNDS
10am  Draft Horse Pull (Pulling Area)
10am  Dairy Cattle Show (Cattle Show  
 Tent)
10-4pm  Farmer’s Market at Agricultural  
 Center
1pm  Youth Poultry Showmanship 
 (Agricultural Center)
1pm  Youth Rabbit Showmanship 
 (Agricultural Center)
5pm  Demolition Derby (Grandstand)
6:30pm  Chicken Flop/Poop Bingo  
 (Agricultural Center)

MAIN STAGE
NOON  National Anthem
3-4 April Cushman
5-8pm  Crossing Kelley
8pm  Alya Brown & Rob Riley

CARNIVAL PRICES
$1.00 per Ticket | 22 Tickets for $20

Wristbands: $25.00
Thursday 5pm-9pm / Friday Noon-5pm

ADMISSION
Parking  ............................. FREE
General Admission .................. $12
Handicap .............................. $12
Senior Citizens (62+) ..................$9
Children 7-12 ...........................$9
Children Under 7  .................. FREE
Military ..................................$9
Special Needs Group Rate(Bus /Van) $4
Weekend Pass ........................ $30

For more 
information 

508-885-5814 or  
www.spencerfair.org

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

LANDSCAPING STONE
• Brown • Blue • Blush • Purple 

• Red • White • Lt Gray 
• Dk Gray • Chip Stone

• Construction Stone  
• Drainage Stone • Title V Sand 
• Presby Sand • Concrete Sand  

• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 
• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 

• Crushed Asphalt 
• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

SELF PICK-UP OR CALL  
TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
DELIVERY TODAY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Where Everyone Goes For Their 
Piece Of The Earth!

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SCREENED LOAM 
STORED IN BUILDING

LABOR DAY SALE
100’S OF DEALS

DELUXE ELECTRIC 

DRYER
Reg. $49999

$47999

AIR CONDITIONERS
 IN STOCK

100’S OF 
FREEZERS 
IN STOCK

Mon-Sat 10-9 • Sun Noon-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $199999

$149999

OVER THE RANGE

MICROWAVE OVEN
Reg. $26999

$22999

DELUXE

DISHWASHER
Reg. $49999

$39999

WHIRLPOOL

TOP WASHER
Reg. $69999

$59999

KITCHENAID

DISHWASHER
Reg. $99999

$89999

TV SALE

DEHUMIDIFIERS  
IN STOCK!

OPEN 
MONDAY

LABOR DAY 
10-7

Rt. 20, 630 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

~ Entrance in back ~
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

FAMILY SPECIALS! 
WEDNESDAYS

Any family size entree, 
large garden salad, 

& garlic knots

Plus TaxPlus Tax$2895
Starting At Just




