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Newsstand: 75 cents

BOS votes to take cannabis cash, add one retailer
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Selectmen voted at the meeting Monday night to recommend a three percent local tax
on adult use marijuana sales.
Three percent is the maximum
allowed under the state law
approved by Massachusetts
voters in November 2016. The
board had the option of settling on a smaller percentage
or imposing no sales tax at all.
“I personally think we
should get the whole three percent,” said board Chairman
Barbara Anderson. “We’ll have
increased costs to the town

because there will be additional police, probably, who are
necessary. There could be additional EMT service. I mean,
there are going to be additional
costs to the town.”
Town Manager Keith Hickey
clarified that the tax would
be applied solely to retailers,
and not to cultivators or other
related businesses.
“If we were located in the
middle of the state,” said selectman C.J. Husslebee, “and we
were competing with communities around us, I might
be in favor of 2.75 percent or
some other figure. But being

right on the border with New
Hampshire, where there are no
retailers, I’m fully in support of
three percent.”
“My impression is,” said
Hickey, “that you’re going to
have retail sales locations in
most every community in the
state. People from Gardner
aren’t going to be coming
to Winchendon to buy adult
use marijuana. People from
Winchendon will be going to
Winchendon, people from New
Hampshire will be going to
Winchendon, and there may
be an occasional person passing through who may stop, but

I don’t think you’re going to get
a draw from a wide radius of
communities.
The state is imposing a 17
percent sales tax on marijuana
sales.”
Selectmen also debated the
number of retail cannabis
establishments to be allowed in
Winchendon. Under state law,
the number of retail marijuana licenses available must be
equal to, or greater than – but
not less than – 20 percent of
the number of liquor licenses
available in town. With seven
such businesses currently
licensed, Winchendon must

make room for at least two cannabis retailers. The Planning
Board has voted to limit the
number to the state minimum
of two.
Hickey said he and his staff
are recommending that the
number of licenses available be
limited to the state minimum.
He said the number could be
increased at a later date with
town meeting approval.
“I hate to limit opportunities for entrepreneurs to
come into town,” said board
member Austin Cyganiewicz.
“But
we
could
always
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Regionalization
elementary schools
not an option.
BY KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Photo by Keith Kent

The easterly side of Royalston Road North and Tarbell Brook, shows both concrete footings and I-beam pilings have already been installed for an upcoming temporary bridge.

Bridges and road projects will
tear up town this summer
BY KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

It’s going to be a busy year
for roads and bridge repair
in Winchendon during 2018,
as the Royalston Road North
bridge, large sections of
School Street, Maple Street,
and more will be realizing
improvements on multiple
fronts.
In 2016 the Royalston Road
North bridge which spans
Tarbell Brook and was closed
by state order and has traffic
detours on Brown Street to
its easterly side and Brooks
Road to its west. The road has
now begun to see the installation of a temporary replacement bridge, which could possibly be open by late spring to
early summer depending on
weather.
The bridge, which will be
one lane, will have electronic
signage, motion sensor cam-

era activated traffic lights,
and again provide full passage over the brook.
A concrete foundation has
been poured on the easterly
side the temporary bridge,
with several heavy metal
I-beam pilings already driven
in to the ground. The same
process has now begun on the
westerly side of the brook.
DPW
Superintendent
Albert Gallant said each concrete supporting bridge foundation will take 28 to 30 days
to set and cure on average.
Gallant said, “The good
news is that this bridge is
being built with both state
and federal funds. The town
isn’t paying, and the bridge
is free to the town, and that is
the best kind. The DPW will
be there to assist the contractor with anything if needed to
help make sure the projects
goes smoothly. It’s free, just

like the Harris Road Bridge,”
which also spanned Tarbell
Brook.
The bridge is listed on
the website www.mass.gov/
service-details/massdot-project-info as project number 607529 at
a total cost of $1,737,678.50 and
completion date of 2020.
“I am hoping by the end
of May, weather permitting,
the contractor will have the
temporary bridge up. They
have already had to divert the
river once already to set on
one side, and will also have
to do it again for the west side
of the project. There is then
gravel added and other processes to create a hard base
for the new footings, it’s a lot
of work,” added Gallant.
Gallant added, “While I
realize people will be happy
to finally have it, I don’t
understand why the state is
Turn To
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As members of the Finance
Committee
asked
Town
Manager Keith Hickey if combining Winchendon’s current
elementary schools or regionalizing them with other districts
was an option being looked in
to at the March 19 meeting,
research has proven it is not
feasible.
FinCom
member
Dr.
Maureen Ward addressing that
board asked the question, “Has
there been any discussion on
closing any of the schools and
combining any of the resources
like Memorial or Toy Town, or
regionalization of our school
system so that we’re not putting money in to a building
that in two years we may not
be even using” referring to Toy
Town Elementary.
Ward also said per the last
Department of Elementary &
Secondary Education report,
it was suggested the school
department assemble a com-

mittee to study the allocation
and use of its resources.
Ward said, “I think what the
school committee has is a committee of 10 people, 80 percent
of which are employed by the
school. I am not sure that’s an
unbiased committee.”
Area districts were therefore
asked by the Courier if their
school systems could absorb
students from either one, or
both of Winchendon’s elementary schools. The study was
performed strictly as a relocation option based on FinCom’s
questions.
At this time Winchendon,
a town of currently 10,700
residents has two public elementary schools: Memorial
Elementary School and Toy
Town Elementary School.
Memorial houses grades PreK, 1, & 2 and currently has
an enrollment of 378 students.
TTE teaches students in grades
3, 4, & 5 and has a current
enrollment of 290.
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Charges against Rite Way
owner expanded
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

The Rindge owner of a
now-defunct
transportation company charged with
defrauding MassHealth, the
Commonwealth’s Medicaid
program, is now facing
additional charges. The

office of Attorney General
Maura Healey said Michael
Davini, age 57, the owner
of Westminster-based Rite
Way LLC, was indicted by
a Worcester County Grand
Jury last week on charges he
laundered millions of dollars
Turn To
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ADDING HEIGHT TO LAKE
MONOMONAC
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Despite receiving
Teachers explain how
Summit works in classrooms grants transfer
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Acknowledging the existence
of concerns regarding the program, several Murdock Middle
School teachers volunteered
this week to talk to the Courier
about how Summit Learning
works in real life in their classrooms, and all were highly
enthusiastic, saying Summit is
representative of how public
education is being transformed
while still meeting mandated
requirements.
“There’s a lot of misinformation out there. I think it’s
great,” enthused history teach-
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er Andrew Coleman. “You’re
still teaching. The kids are still
learning. It’s a different process
but it’s still school. We had a lot
of philosophical decisions last
summer and we knew there
was going to be an adjustment
period, and there was, but this
program is good preparation
for, for example, time management in high school and college. They’re going to need to
be able to manage their time
differently as they get older.”
Coleman stressed, “there are
a lot of benefits. Let me give
you an example. Every day,
Turn To
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station closed
another day
BY KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Winchendon
Transfer
Station will no longer be
opened on Wednesday’s to
reduce operational costs and
prevent a rise in prices for both
stickers and bags.
DPW Superintendent Al
Gallant saud Transfer Station
client traffic on Wednesdays
has been consistently the slowest operational day week on
Turn To
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The boards have recently begun to be reinstalled at the Monomonac
Road West dam to allow Lake Monomonac to build back up and return
to full seasonal levels, after its annual winter drain down to help kill off
multiple shoreline populations of invasive species of aquatic plants. The
third and final level of boards will be added to the dam when appropriate to raise the lake to its optimum level for residents and enthusiasts.
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WEEKLY QUOTE
It is the hour to rend thy
chains, the blossom time
of souls.
Katharine Lee Bates
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CLYDE’S CORNER
Saturday, March 31

the Legion or from any Sons member),
$15 at the door. Raffles, live auction.

EASTER EGG HUNT: On Saturday,
March 31 Meet the Easter Bunny at the
Old Centre common for a hike down to
the Militia Field. Bring a camera to get
a photo with the Bunny. Snow date to be
announced, check Facebook hosted by
Winchendon Parks & Recreation.

Friday, April 20

Wednesday, April 4
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION:
Memorial
School
Kindergarten
Registration for school year 2018-19:
If your child will be 5 years of age
by Aug. 31, 2018 then he/she is eligible for Kindergarten in the Fall of
2018. Open enrollment will begin on
Monday, March 12 and run through
Friday, April 6 between the hours of
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. For those parents
that are unable to register their child
during that time, an evening registration will be held on Wednesday, April 4,
between the hours of 5 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Registration packets were mailed home
on Friday, Feb. 16 (based on town census). If you do not receive a packet and
your child is eligible, registration forms
will be available on the District website
at www.winchendonk12.org or you can
call the school at (978) 297-1305 for more
information.

Saturday, April 7
IT’S A TRIBUTE: The Sons of the
American Legion Post 193 host Petty
Larceny, the tribute to Tom Petty in a
concert to benefit Children’s Hospital
beginning at 8 p.m. at the Legion, 295
School St. $10 in advance (available at

DINNER & A SHOW: Eugene M
Connor Post Auxiliary Unit 193 offers a
dinner and a show, with a spaghetti dinner at 6 p.m. and Comedy for a Cause
featuring local comedian Jerry Caruso
& Friends at 8 p.m. Dinner and show
$20; show only $15. Tickets for the show
will be available at the door. Proceeds
to go toward the Charland Children
Education Fund.

Saturday, April 21
BLUES AT ITS BEST: the Winchendon
Lions present the Souled Out Show
Band at the American Legion Post 193,
295 School St. beginning at 8 p.m. $15
per person, $25 per couple. 50/50 raffle
and 30 minute live auction. To benefit
local activities of the Lions.

Saturday, May 19
OWC: Operation Winchendon Cares
- Remembering Our Current Military to be held on Saturday, May 19, at the
American Legion Post 193 on School
Street, Winchendon from 9-11 a.m. For
updates please visit our Facebook page
or our website www.winchendoncares.
com.

Sunday, May 20
CHEESE CHASE: Smith’s Country
Cheese is sponsoring a 5K charity runwalk to benefit the Winchendon police
and fire departments. $20 entry fee now,
price increases after April 1. Route will

begin and end at picturesque Otter
River Road location; visit runsignup.
com.
ONGOING PROGRAMS
SUNDAYS
INDIVISIBLE
WINCHENDON:
The Indivisible Winchendon group
meets every Sunday at 12:30 p.m. at
the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Winchendon, 126 Central St. to discuss
and organize creative, effective resistance to the Trump administration over
the long term. We are liberal/progressive but non-partisan. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/381174492262359/
MONDAY

out! At the UU Church of Winchendon,
126 Central St, downstairs in the parish
hall. Begins at 6:30 p.m.
LEARN: Computer classes for adults
are offered on Tuesday afternoons from
3:30-4:30 p.m. at Beals Memorial Library
and are open to adults ages 18 and older.
CRAFT FOR ADULTS: On Tuesday
nights at 6:30 Beals Memorial Library
has an adult craft hour providing a
place to meet and do crafts. People bring
in things they are working on, and can
get help on knitting, crocheting, quilting and discuss different ideas.
TINY TOTS PLAYGROUP: on
Tuesday 10-11 at Beals Memorial
Library, 50 Pleasant St. for toddlers
aged 0-4. Songs, rhymes and sharing.
WEDNESDAY

LEGO CLUB: Beals Memorial
Library, 50 Pleasant St. hosts a Lego
Club for kids aged six-12, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
every Monday afternoon the library is
open. Show off your creative side. More
information about this and other programs by calling (978) 297-0300 or visit
townofwinchendon.com/bealmemoriallibrary.
TUESDAY
WINCHENDON NA MEETING:
Hosted by UUCW and led by
Winchendon residents, in collaboration with the Central Massachusetts
area/New England Region of Narcotics
Anonymous. This is an open meeting
with general discussion and support,
for anyone who is in recovery or wants
to be. Please pass on this information to
anyone you know who might be interested in, or benefit from, a meeting.
We’re working hard to get the word

BINGO! Hyde Park residents hold
bingo in the community hall every
Wednesday night beginning at 6 p.m.
It’s inexpensive, just two cards for 5¢,
and the community is invited! Anyone
over the age of 50 is welcome to join in.
We’d love to have more players.
BINGO 2! Old Murdock Senior Center
hosts Bingo on Wednesday afternoons
at 12:15 p.m.
KIWANIS:
the
Kiwanis
of
Winchendon meet every Wednesday
at 6:30 p.m. at the Carriage House
Restaurant. Come be part of the service
club that concentrates on helping local
children with the Backpack Program
at the public elementary schools, the
Recylce-A-Bike program, Breakfast
with Santa and yes, the Family Fun
Day with the Massachusetts state level
chili cook off every summer. We need
your help. Stop in any Wednesday, we’d
love to meet you!

Courier Capsules
CIVILIAN NARCAN TRAINING
The Wachusett Medical Reserve
Corps organization is working with
the AIDS Project of Worcester to bring
Narcan presentation into communities. This will be a free program to
explain the use of Narcan for community residents of Winchendon. It
will be held April 18 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Police Station. Narcan will be available for families.
PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
&
TICKET AUCTION
Crystal House, 55 Lake St. Suite 100,
Gardner, hosts its annual pancake
house & ticket auction Saturday, April
7 8 a.m.-noon. Raffles and door prizes.
All you can eat pancakes and sausage,

coffee or juice: $6, $3 for member or
children younger than 12. Proceeds
go help with activities for members of
Crystal House. For more information
or to make a donation to the auction, call (978) 630-2794 or email Tamela.
devekis@altenerativesnet.org.
NARRAGANSETT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
It’s time!!! We are ready to re-open
the Narragansett Historical Building,
located at 1 Boynton Road in Templeton
Center. April 3, from 6-8 p.m. we will
be starting our Tuesday Nights at the
Museum. Dusting off our goodies and
ready to display our collections, photos and show you what we are made of!
We are getting geared up for an amaz-

ing year, and would love if you would
be part of it. Remember, memberships
are affordable and make great gifts!
Email us at the address below for more
information, or join us at our monthly
meetings. All are welcome.
Our next meeting is Wednesday,
April 28 at 7 p.m. in the Document
Room, 1 Boynton Road, on the
Common. We will be discussing
our upcoming events to include Tea
Parties in the Garden, our display at
the Mac and Cheese Festival, Kite Fest
and much more. We are a thriving volunteer organization ready to expand
and always looking for new ideas and
hands to chip in. Are you a whiz at
working with your hands? Do you

fancy photographs? Raring to research
some relatives? We have something
for everyone! To learn more, follow us
on Facebook at Templeton Museum
(Narr Hist Society) or send us an email
at nh1924society@gmail.com. It’s FREE
to stop by and see a piece of the past.
What are you waiting for???
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
GREAT BARRINGTON — Each
semester, Bard College at Simon’s
Rock recognizes superior scholarship
through the Dean’s List. Olivia Hunt,
of Winchendon has earned a place on
the Dean’s List for the Fall 2017 semester. To be eligible for this honor, a student must carry 14 or more credits and
achieve a grade point average of 3.5.

Old Murdock
Senior Center
55 Murdock Avenue
(978) 297-3155
Lunch is served daily at 11:30 a.m.
Call the day before to let the staff know
if you wish to have lunch.
April 2: Market Basket 12:15; Wii
bowling 9:30; Chair Exercise 9:30; Yoga,
10:00; Pool; Card Games; Shuffleboard
April 3: Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 4: Market Basket 9:15; Wii bowling 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool; Card, Games;
Shuffleboard; BINGO 12:30
April 5: Opening Day! Vs. Tampa
Bay; Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 9: Market Basket 9:15 (today
only); Wii bowling 9:30; Chair Exercise
9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool; Card Games;
Shuffleboard
April 10: Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 11: Market Basket 9:15; Wii bowling 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool; Card Games;
Shuffleboard; BINGO 12:30

April 12: Family History Workshop
9:00; Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 16: Center Closed Patriot’s Day
April 17: Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 18: Market Basket 9:15; Wii
bowling 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool; Card,
Games; Shuffleboard; BINGO 12:30
April 19: Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 20: Chips & Dip; Peanut Auction
10:30
April 23: Market Basket 12:15; Wii
bowling 9:30; Chair Exercise 9:30; Yoga,
10:00; Pool; Card Games; Shuffleboard
April 24: Wii bowling 9:30; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard
April 25: Market Basket 9:15; Wii
bowling 9:30; Yoga 10:00; Pool; Card,
Games; Shuffleboard; BINGO 12:30
April 26: Wii bowling; Pool; Card
Games; Shuffleboard; Fallon Rep 10-12
April 27: Cheese & Crackers
April 30: Market Basket 12:15; Wii
Bowling 9:30; Chair Exercise 9:30; Yoga
10:00
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Plans in the works for
Earth Day cleanup
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Winchendon Board of Health
Chairman Lionel Cloutier is busy firming up plans for a town-wide cleanup
on Saturday, April 21. The event is
being held in recognition of Earth Day,
which will be celebrated worldwide the
following day. In the event of inclement
weather, the cleanup will take place on
May 12. This is the fifth consecutive
year the cleanup has been held.
A cold, rainy day last year drastically
reduced the normal number of volunteers. Cloutier said upward of 30 people
generally participate. Volunteers will
include students from the Winchendon
School.
“We will definitely be sending students to help with litter pickup around
town, but especially on the Elm Street

trail in Ingleside,” said Miranda
Jennings, director of service learning at
the school, “or wherever the Ingleside
committee would like us to work. I
anticipate about 20 student volunteers.”
Last year, according to Cloutier, volunteers picked up 3,000 pounds of trash.
The year before, when the weather was
much better, the total collected reached
more than 5,000 pounds.
Cloutier said a mid-sized dumpster is
being donated by Monadnock Disposal
Services of Jaffrey. The dumpster
will be located on Pleasant Street, just
across the street from town hall.
He also said local businesses will be
contributing to the event.
“Gourmet Donuts is donating three
dozen mixed donuts and a box of coffee,” he said. “Belletete’s is donating
bags and gloves. Gabby’s is giving us

five large pizzas for lunch. The CAC is
providing water and juice.”
Cloutier said he is still waiting to
hear from McDonald’s and Cumberland
Farms, both of whom have provided
drinks or snacks in the past.
To publicize the event, Cloutier said
students at both Memorial and Toy
Town Elementary schools have made
posters which will be placed in local
businesses.
Cloutier said that, in addition to providing the dumpster, MDS will also sort
the trash collected to pull out the recyclables. Tires and electrical items will
go to the town’s transfer station.
Cloutier said he hopes to see members of the Board of Selectmen and
other town boards volunteer some of
their time to this year’s cleanup. The
event runs from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Murdock makes good showing
at Youth Venture
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Murdock High School was well represented when United Way Youth
Venture held its Spring Showcase last
week at Great Wolf Lodge in Fitchburg.
Two of MHS’ longest running projects,
Blue Hands and the related Benches
were prominently featured at the event
when local students mingled with peers
from other area schools at the annual
event. One of Murdock’s newest projects, Regame, was also introduced to a
larger public.
Blue Hands founder Hannah Turner
said she was thrilled to have had discussions with students from other schools
who expressed interest in seeing the
project expand.
“I’m really excited” about that, she
enthused. “I had a great time” at Spring
Showcase because of the outreach.
Turner launched Blue Hands, a project where teachers paste ‘blue hands’
outside their classroom doors indicating theirs is a safe space for anyone
to come in and talk about anything
because “I wanted to raise awareness
and end the stigma that surrounds mental illness and by doing so, I wanted
to show teenagers ‘you are not going
through this alone’. There are people
willing to help you.”
Lily LeBlanc and Cassidy Stadtfeld
were promoting Benches as a place
to go for anyone who is being bullied
or dealing with other issues. Noting a
spike in student suicides in general,
LeBlanc observed, “it has really affected” communities and stressed not being
from the same cookie cutter mold is
perfectly fine.
“We want them (other students) to
know how much of an impact they can

make” by participating in the Benches
project which has been developing for
some four years-plus.
“We explained it in elaborate detail,”
laughed Stadtfeld, adding, “it was nice
a few schools came and talked to us. We
were able to share some ideas.”
Julio Rodriguez of Regame, the project where used video games are rebuilt
for distribution to sick children, was
happy when representatives from
Goodrich Academy showed interest in
his project.
“It was pretty fun,” he said.
“People even offered to donate to us,
and we’re always looking for games we
can work on,” he enthused.
“It all went well,” observed
Commonwealth Core’s Bryan Nolan.
“It was my first time doing this and you
know we go to a number of schools. It
was exciting to see
something in the
neighborhood of
70 projects in one
room. There were
a lot of teams.
That showed all
the hard work
these students are
doing. It was good
to see them interacting together.”
Both Benches
and Blue Hands
were
approved
for seed money
funding by Youth
Venture
last
spring.
YV
Program
manager
Evan
Berry noted when
he got started
some years ago,

GUESS YOU
DIDN’T
READ
THE
PAPER.
When things like speed limits change,
we’re the first to know.
You could be the second
Your Community Paper.
Told ya.
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Accuracy
Watch
The Winchendon Courier is committed to accuracy in all its news reports.
Although numerous safeguards are
in place to ensure accurate reporting,
mistakes can occur. Confirmed fact
errors will be corrected at the top
right hand corner of page three in a
timely manner. If you find a mistake, call (978) 297-0050 during normal
business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s
voice mailbox. The editor will return
your phone call. Or contact the editor at the following email: ruth@
stonebridgepress.news.

Real Estate
Transactions
WINCHENDON
$180,000 6 Bluebird Rd, Kavadas,
Kathryn B, to May, Herbert V, and
May, Jarad J.
$127,500 14 Royalston Rd S,
Bisceglia, Kristien M, to Gargone,
Gina M, and Oneill, Dillion J.
$12,000 Monomonac Rd W, Bliss,
Kevin G, to Mccarthy, Patrick J,
and Phan, Trang.

there were about a dozen schools with
around 20-25 projects being started. The
number of participating schools including Murdock, Oakmont and Overlook
middle from this region, has doubled
and more than 130 projects are active.
“I felt like my
work, our work,
is paying off,”
reflected Turner
afterwards, noting that Gardner
High is interested
Lickity splitz has homemade ice cream which is made on the
in having Blue
premises! Also a grill where you can have delicious
Hands prospectively expand to
foot-long hotdogs and daily specials.
that facility.
231 Main St., Winchendon, MA
“It makes you
feel like you’re
(Spring Hours)
doing something
Mon-Sat • 11am-6pm
good,” she said.

Homemade
Ice Cream

NOW OPEN
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VIEWS
Opinion and commentary from Winchendon and beyond

Editorial

Letters to the Editor

Sounding off:
it ends now

Bulger: courtesy & safety go hand in hand

A few years ago, before the advent
of Facebook news and faceless media
trolls on the Internet, a different editor
and others at Stonebridge Press adopted an idea. It wasn’t entirely new, it had
been done elsewhere, but it was taken
as our own.
The premise was, some people were
afraid to express their opinion, afraid
of repercussions from, well, take your
pick: politicians, the police, neighbors,
whomever this person or that thought
might not agree and would take offense
in some hostile manner.
So it became a policy, you could
call in and leave a voicemail, or you
could mail an anonymous letter, and be
assured it would get into the pages.
But there were some major problems
with this in the long run. We couldn’t
know just who it was that was sending
us these gems. We couldn’t know if
they were “on the up and up” for one
thing, whether the people were who
they claimed to be.
And there wasn’t a lot we could do
about their information. We couldn’t
ask them where they found their information, what it was based on, who
they had spoken to, whether other steps
had been taken…really whether any of
what they purported to say was even
truthful.
We couldn’t know.
But we printed them.
We’ve had second thoughts. As our
publisher Frank Chilinski eloquently
put it, “In this era of the internet, social
media, news online that goes unchecked
and unchallenged, it is a much different
world then the world of 15 years ago.”
And in the last week or so, we’ve had
some varied responses to some harsh
anonymous contributions.
With that in mind, while there are
some responses in this week’s opinions,

be assured there will no longer be anonymous letters to the editor in our pages.
We may, if the writer chooses and can
prove a need, withhold a name of a writer upon request, but the writer must
provide us with their contact information first, so we can verify their information with them if we have questions.
That’s the only way we can do it and be
as balanced as possible on all fronts.
We hope this helps clarify our position, and makes us a bit more responsible.
On another note, while debating the
pros and cons of gun controls, First
Amendment rights of various groups
debating those rights and the newest
demonstrating Children Who Have
Discovered Voices; we nearly missed a
huge issue much, much closer to home.
Every one of the towns served by a
Stonebridge Press newspaper is affected.
While we who drive Massachusetts
highways and byways continue to pay
for the Big Dig, the Massachusetts
Turnpike, the airports and the non-existent-to-us train services beyond the
I-495 corridor, the Governor who gets
driven to work has chosen not to fully
fund transportation services out here.
That it doesn’t do enough already,
and if anything should be expanded in
most areas, the idea of a cut in services
is ludicrous.
We can’t conceive of the words to condone this idiocy. People who need this
service, who must get to work, to health
services, to get to schools, even to shop
or to enjoy a little time away from home
depend entirely on the bus runs. Many
rural areas still don’t have regularly
scheduled runs now; they should be
expanded not contracted.
This one thing is enough to change
our minds about Charlie.

To the Editor:
Pedestrians:
Sisters and Brothers speaking of driving and of walking, courtesy and safety
go hand in hand. There are no sidewalks on Brown and West streets where
I walk. I am a considerate pedestrian. I
walk my dog every day: I walk on the
LEFT side of the road so that I can see
the oncoming driver, and likely, that
driver will see me. That way I can tell if
the driver will steer away from me, or if
I need to get further off the road. Also,
when I used to have to walk Coco (can
you guess that she’s a chocolate lab?)
at night, I wore a reflective vest or rain
jacket, Coco had a reflective vest, and
I had a good flashlight. From dusk on,
pedestrians make your selves visible. It
is scary when you suddenly come upon
someone walking on your side of the
road at night and you don’t see them
until the last few seconds! I actually
had two different drivers stop to thank
me for making myself visible. Walking
at night is another good reason to walk
on the LEFT side of the street to see and

be seen.
Drivers:
I am a courteous driver. When I see a
pedestrian, I SLOW DOWN. I know that
35 mph does not feel like you’re driving
fast, but to the pedestrian it feels fast
especially if you’re rather close…and
I know that many drivers go considerably faster than that on West Street.
Also, when meeting another oncoming
car, you must stop for the pedestrian
(or any other “obstacle”) to let the other
car pass.
Okay, my pet peeve as a pedestrian
is when the roads are rain/slush wet
and the driver does not slow down to
avoid splashing me. Even if you are on
the opposite side of the road, the tires
will splash water/slush out as far as the
opposite side of the street and splash the
pedestrian. This is a particularly messy
season and that water/slush includes
mud: please be considerate.

Mary W. Bulger
Winchendon

How we are preparing local schools
Wednesday,
ed us yet again that
From the
March 14th was
the safety of our stuthe
National
Superintendent’s dents, faculty, and
School Walkout
staff is our absolute
Office
Day and at 10:00
highest priority.
am about 120
In that regard,
STEVE HADDAD
Middle School
we are working to
and
High
prepare our staff in
School students
dealing with emerpeacefully walked out to the flag for gency situations. This past Fall, under
17 minutes to honor the victims of the the supervision of school resource offitragedy at Stoneman Douglas High cer Tracy Flagg and school psychologist
School. Officer Flagg and our adminis- Jane Greenleaf, we conducted approtrators and staff were with the students. priate drills in each of our buildings.
We want to keep the Parkland, Florida Participants, which included faculty,
victims, and their families in our hearts staff, and administrators, engaged in
and minds. The tragedy that happened mock exercises designed to demonthere is every parents’ nightmare and strate what to do, and what not to do in
is as well the nightmare scenario for an emergency, even lethal situations,
every school administrator. It remindTurn To HADDAD page A5

The NRA reveals its desperation
“When you have no basis for
argument, abuse the plaintiff.”
– Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 43 BC), Roman politician and
lawyer
The aforementioned strategy was on full display last
weekend when the National
Rifle Association, weak at the
knees and hyperventilating at
evidence its vice-grip on politicians nationwide may finally be
loosening, dismissed the thousands upon thousands of young
people who gathered across
America to demand tougher
gun safety laws. At none of the
well-attended demonstrations
did a single speaker call for banning all firearms or advocate for
“deep-state” thugs in jack boots
kicking down doors to confiscate weapons from law-abiding
citizens.
But you’d never know it by the
way the NRA, apparently taking
notice of the power of youthful activism, begged online for

increased donations. With “no
basis for argument” against
calls to tighten laws governing gun purchases and limiting
the types of weapons available,
the NRA deemed it necessary
to “abuse the plaintiff.” Said
its fundraising solicitation:
“Gun-hating billionaires and
Hollywood elite are manipulating and exploiting children as
part of their plan to DESTROY
the Second Amendment and
strip us of our right to defend
ourselves and our loved ones.”
Instilling fear is a favorite fallback for those whose argument
is weak and indefensible.
First, the students of Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School
needed no billionaires or
Hollywood elite to manipulate
or motivate them into demanding new rules for the sale of
deadly weapons. What motivated them, sadly, was the invasion
of their school by a former classmate who massacred 14 fellow
students and three faculty mem-

…And
one more
thing…
GREG
VINE
bers with a semi-automatic rifle.
On their own they cried,
“Enough is enough!” On
their own they descended on
the nation’s capital, and state
capitals across the country, to
demand changes in how the gun
industry gets to do business.
Secondly, who is the hell is
the NRA to whine about “billionaires and Hollywood elite?”
As I recall, the late Charlton
Heston, one of the biggest stars
ever, brandished a rifle at the
NRA’s national convention in
2000 and declared Democratic
presidential candidate Al Gore
would get his gun when he pried
it “from my cold, dead hands.”

Rocker Ted Nugent, actors
Tom Selleck, Chuck Norris,
Gary Sinese, and Johnny Depp,
Metallica front man James
Hetfield, and country singer
Miranda Lambert are a few of
the group’s notable supporters.
As far as billionaire backers, we’ll never know where
the NRA gets its huge amount
of cash because it isn’t required
to disclose its donors. It raked
in $444 million in 2016, and rest
assured it didn’t all come from
the $35-a-year membership fee.
The group coughed-up $21 million for Donald Trump’s presidential bid, and another $33
million for congressional races.
Finally, declaring America’s
young people are easily
“manipulated” by money and
star-power is beyond insulting; it is ignorant, simplistic,
and a vivid illustration of how
very low NRA Vice President
Wayne LaPierre is willing to
stoop. Still, I’m confident he’ll
set the bar even lower as the gun

debate continues.
As I’ve said before, most NRA
members are smart, rational,
well-meaning Americans. But
the association, founded in 1871
to promote gun safety and competency, and to advance marksmanship, has strayed far afield
from its original mission. Under
LaPierre’s leadership, the chief
mission has become to ensure
healthy profits for Smith &
Wesson, Sturm, Ruger and Co.,
Winchester, Remington, Glock,
SIG Sauer, and other gun makers. It matters little to him how
many lives – young and old alike
– may be lost in the process.
As is the right to free speech,
the right to own firearms is –
as late Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia said – not absolute. But, as last weekend’s
appeal for contributions suggests, it appears going forward
that the NRA campaign to
counter the efforts of its opponents will be absolutely repugnant.

How that weekend went…
On a sunny but crisp
(yes,
I
remember)
October afternoon in
1969, I joined a whole
lot of other people
at Hopkins Plaza in
downtown Baltimore
for what was known
as the Moratorium, an
anti-Vietnam war protest. There were speakers and chants and lots
of commonality. There was a sense of
righteousness too, of moral clarity.
Some who were there with me are likely
reading this nearly a half-century later.
A month thereafter came if memory
serves, the March on Washington, a
massive and entirely peaceful demonstration though hiding in the White
House with buses lining a then open
Pennsylvania Avenue, Richard Nixon
was unmoved and spent that Saturday
afternoon reportedly watching Ohio
State play Michigan. We were undeterred in our youthful (I was 16) energy
and optimism. But we had no immediate impact. Three years later, Nixon
carried 49 states and it wasn’t until 1975

that America was out of
Vietnam and if you’re
old enough to rememof the
ber, it was quite the
humiliating exit at that.
eart
We didn’t win what
we wanted in 1969.
JERRY
Sometimes, usually in
CARTON
fact, policy change is
evolutionary. But you
have to start somewhere and you do have
to make yourself seen and heard.
As I watched the March for Our Lives
unfold on Saturday, that’s what I was
seeing. A lot of those kids aren’t even
old enough to vote, just as we weren’t
in 1969. But they will be and soon. They
need to continue to be relentless in their
pursuit of tougher gun laws, proposals
which are in most cases supported by
a majority and in some cases an overwhelming majority of people. That said
they’ve still got to expand their efforts
to state legislatures because nothing
is likely to happen in an ideologically
polarized and paralyzed DC.
I was happy, very, very happy to read
there were voter registration tables

Journey
H

there. I was awed by the passion, by the
energy, by the commitment. They’re
giving every indication they’re in it
for the long haul and they’d better be,
because the forces arrayed against
them are going to be relentless as well
and not in a good way.
So what now? Now they should go
home. Go home and register more
voters. Go home and look at candidates for state and local offices. And
get to legislative hearings and get to
the polls and vote all the way down the
ballot. They’re going to be ridiculed
in some quarters, attacked in others,
because they’ve refused to let the issue
go away. They’ve refused to go away.
They need to be ready for that. So far,
they have been. Saturday was impressive. Saturday mattered. But Saturday
should be merely prelude.
Another thing about Saturday. I
knew in my heart that if she were here,
Courtney would have been with them,
not in Washington, but very possibly
in Boston or certainly somewhere. The
growth in her social conscience over
the last year or two of her young life
made me sure she’d be participating in

some way. I was so proud of who she
was growing into in that way and I am
equally proud of her cohort who have
become active citizens. They should
absolutely be proud of themselves.
Meanwhile, last Friday afternoon,
DJT, who had rushed off to Florida rather than be in town Saturday, blasted the
newly-minted $1.3 trillion with a “T”
federal budget, calling it a “ridiculous
situation.” Moments later, of course
he signed it. After all, what Republican
president and Republican majority-Congress doesn’t adore insanely
huge deficit spending, right? Oh. Wait.
Republicans in Washington, you may
have noticed, only hate deficits when
the Democrats are in charge. When it’s
the GOP’s turn, the prevailing attitude
towards deficits is a yawn.
But no, DJT didn’t like what was
handed him and it wasn’t because of
the gallons upon gallons of red ink but
because the other side, minority or not,
got a lot of what it/we wanted, including no, zero, nada defunding of Planned
Parenthood or sanctuary cities. No cuts
to the EPA. Increases, yes, increases for
Turn To
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Most reasons for student marching positive…but not all
As hundreds of thousands,
and possibly a million, students and parents around the
USA took to the streets on
Saturday to rally against gun
violence, at our nation’s capital
along with many other cities,
students of all ages justifiably
took their plea for help to the
national stage. However, while
we should all support their
First Amendment rights, we
don’t have to support all their
messages.
After watching the march on
five different televised news
networks to get maximum perspective, I later turned to internet streaming news sites to
see what I didn’t get on major
televised networks. What I witnessed on recorded video from
Washington D.C., Boston, and
others, made my stomach turn.
Let’s be honest. Our nation
and its leaders need to get off
their derrieres and do something, anything, to protect our
children and students, who are
the most valuable commodity,
as a nation, and for our future.
They couldn’t get anything
passed when President Obama
even had the numbers in both
the House and Senate, and
Team Red struggle’s the same

HADDAD
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including ones involving potentially active shooters.
We use the A.L.I.C.E Program
(Alert, Lockdown, Inform,
Counter, Evacuate), one used by
more than 4,200 school systems
nationwide. We are confident
this is the right approach for our
school system if, God forbid, we
ever need to implement it.
We currently have over 70
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the National Endowment for the
Arts after our child ‘leader’ had
proposed eliminating it entirely,
and on and on.
See,
here’s
the
thing.
Congressional Republicans are
to be sure spineless, cowardly
and largely afraid to stand up
to the terrifying chaos emerging every day from the other
end of the Avenue but it has
penetrated their collective witlessness that the majority of us
don’t agree with their ideology

to this very day. Both sides
have failed adults, students,
and our children epically.
I viewed many signs on
other sites that were censored
to either slant a view, or due
to necessity caused by their
content.
One young child no more
than roughly eight years old
in Boston walking along side
an adult woman was carrying a sign which said *^$# the
NRA. Hardly appropriate for
a young, impressionable child.
This was but one of many examples of naughty words carried
by young children encouraged
by adults. Welcome to just one
facet of the world of childhood
indoctrination by misinformation.
Other signs seen on various
TV and streaming internet networks showed young teenagers
who clearly didn’t understand
anything about what they were
talking about, carrying signs
which said, “NRA, how many
people have you murdered this
year!”
Sorry children, but respectfully the NRA and its members
haven’t murdered anybody. In
fact, the NRA was the first to
call for added school security

Anything
Near &
Far
KEITH
KENT
and school resource officers
around the nation.
On some TV stations and
internet sites I viewed both
students and adults carrying signs in Washington saying, “Abolish the Second
Amendment.”
Wait a minute, isn’t this the
same movement that claims
it’s not trying to take away any
person’s firearms?
Look. I am not bashing all the
kids, or pooling them all together in one group. That would not
be fair. We need to stop bad
guys from getting guns, and
also the mentally ill. There can
be no argument about that. But
I will tell you what I didn’t see,
anybody calling out the FBI for
dropping the ball twice, and
not reporting either warning
about the eventual Parkland,
FL High School shooter to the

local FBI field office.
I also didn’t see or hear any
student or adult call out the
local county sheriff’s department for their complete disastrous handling of the entire
situation from long before the
tragic shooting, to during and
even after it.
Here is the truth. Had either
the FBI or local sheriff’s
department done their job, this
entire horrific tragedy could
have been completely avoided.
Instead, what we get is “It’s all
the NRA’s and their members
fault!”
Next I have heard another argument for taking away
AR-15s and other weapons
which is, “If it saves just one
life.”
Well, if we want to go that
road, you need to take away all
automobiles and cell phones,
due to all the deaths caused by
distracted driving around our
nation. Please look the numbers up and then ask where
their outrage is for all those
needless deaths. I will tell you
this, their lives deeply matter
to me, and many of them are
teenage students.
In addition, anti-gun activists now have large companies

cameras and 18 door sensors in
our buildings and we are working to provide remote access for
our administrators and police
officers.
For parents of younger students, when a tragedy like this
occurs, we recommend several
strategies to help them cope.
These include:
- monitoring access to news;
- maintaining a normal routine;
- answering questions honestly;

- remaining positive;
- listening closely.
All of us recognize how uncertain and complicated the times
we live in can be. The sad and
stark truth is anything can happen anywhere at any time, but
we are regularly reviewing our
safety procedures and policies
to make certain we are doing
everything we can to protect
everyone in our buildings every
day. Rest assured we will remain
vigilant in these efforts.

at all. So they figured out that if
they passed the kind of budget
full of devastating, demonic cuts
they wanted to pass, that would
give already livid and motivated
voters all the more reason to
show up in enormous numbers
come November. This is because
we are in truth a more caring
and compassionate country than
are our so-called ‘leaders’. Much,
much more caring and compassionate.
Need proof? Look at what
happened Saturday not just in
Washington but in cities across
the country. Look at the staggering hikes in voter turnout in

early primaries and special elections. The antiquated Electoral
College did not one bit reflect
what people actually want.
So the weekend. On one
hand, we saw DJT run away.
Naturally. On the other, we saw
who-knows-how many citizens
stand up across the country and
make it clear they’re now part
of a new movement. Once more
we are reminded of Dr. King’s
admonition that the arc of the
universe is long but it ultimately
bends towards justice. Let’s hope
so. Let’s work to make it happen.
See you next week.

such as Delta, United Airlines,
and many more under pressure to denounce the NRA.
Amazon, Google, and Apple are
now under pressure to stop all
internet access to the streaming channel NRA TV.
Finally, Stoneman Douglas
H. student and anti-gun activist
David Hogg who has called for
confiscation of AR-15s from law
abiding citizens, large capacity
magazines, and more, has said
stated that a proposed school
requirement for students to
carry clear backpacks was
essentially a violation of students First Amendment rights.
Now just wait a darn minute here young man. You want
confiscation of certain firearms owned by all law abiding
adults who never did anything
wrong, but a school effort for
the better visual security with
a clear back packs is and would
be a violation of your First
Amendment Rights! So you say
you don’t want that right violated just to make some people
safer do you?
Well, my young friend welcome to the world of lawful
firearms owners. Oh, the irony
of the hypocrisy.
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Police Log
Editor’s Note: The information contained in this police log was obtained
through public documents kept by the
police department, and is considered to
be the account of the police. All subjects
are considered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.
Police agencies can no longer print
the names of people who are arrested or
charged with domestic assault related
charges. The new law is designed to protect victims, so they are not re-victimized
through indirect identification.
TUESDAY, MARCH 20
1:00-2:43 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 3:02 a.m.: suspicious mv (Spring
Street), spoken to; 4:05 a.m.: ambulance
(Alger Street), assisted; 5:23 a.m.: mv
stop (Gardner Road), citation issued;
5:33 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road), citation issued; 5:44 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Roar), written warning; 6:11 a.m.: mv
stop (Gardner Road), verbal warning;
9:49 a.m.: harassment (Gardner Road),
spoken to; 9:55 a.m.: assist other agency (West Street), unable to serve; 11:25
a.m.: mv stop (Spring Street), verbal
warning; 11:29 a.m.: mv stop (Spring
Street), verbal warning; 11:44 a.m.: mv
stop (Gardner Road), verbal warning;
11:54 a.m.: investigation (Teel Road),
info taken; 1:33 p.m.: mv stop (Maple
Street), verbal warning; 2:04 p.m.: animal complaint (Ash Street), referred
to ACO; 2:09 p.m.: mv stop (Central
Street), verbal warning; 2:17 p.m.: traffic hazard (Monadnock Avenue), no service necessary; 2:45 p.m.: investigation
(Colonial Lane), no service necessary;
2:50 p.m.: ambulance (Teel Road), transported; 3:02 p.m.: threats (Goodrich
Drive), report taken; 6:20 p.m.: harassment (Lincoln Avenue), spoken to; 6:34
p.m.: disabled mv (River Street), assisted; 6:38 p.m.: investigation (Chestnut
Street), spoken to; 7:30-8:21 p.m.: extra
patrols, secure; 8:44 p.m.: investigation
(Glenallan Street), secure; 9:24 p.m.:
FD call (Memorial Drive), services
rendered; 10:13 p.m.: animal complaint
(Glenallan Street), advised officer.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
12:09 a.m.: notification (Monadnock
Avenue), message delivered; 12:32-2:20
a.m.: building checked, secure; 5:23
a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road), citation
issued; 5:31 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), citation issued; 5:45 a.m.: mv
stop (Gardner Road), written warning;
5:48 a.m.: mv stop (Baldwinville State
Road), written warning; 5:58 a.m.: mv
stop (Gardner Road), citation issued;

6:15 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road), citation issued; 8:55 a.m.: mv stop (Spring
Street), verbal warning; 9:03 a.m.: mv
stop (River Street), verbal warning; 9:07
a.m.: mv stop (Water Street), verbal
warning; 9:43 a.m.: mv stop (Lincoln
Avenue), citation issued; 10:19 a.m.:
mv stop (Spring Street), verbal warning; 10:46 a.m.: accident (Grove Street),
report taken; 10:53 a.m.: burglar alarm
(Central Street), false alarm; 11:09 a.m.:
investigation (Winter Street), assisted;
11:22 a.m.: mv stop (Maple Street), verbal warning; 11:33 a.m.: animal complaint (Gardner Road), referred to ACO;
11:41 a.m.: investigation (Spring Street),
no service necessary; 11:47 a.m.: mv
stop (Spring Street), verbal warning;
12:12 p.m.: mv stop (Central Street),
verbal warning; 1:33 p.m.: officer wanted (Lincoln Avenue), transported; 2:23
p.m.: mv stop (Central Street), verbal
warning; 3:58 p.m.: larceny (Central
Street), report taken; 5:16 p.m.: ambulance (Juniper Street), transported; 5:46
p.m.: assault (Mechanic Street), Brian
S. Boudreau, Sr., 38, 12 Mechanic Street,
Winchendon, assault w/dangerous
weapon, vandalism, a&b on a police
officer, arrest; 6:06 p.m.: ambulance
(Central Street), transported; 7:01 p.m.:
keep the peace (Juniper Street), assisted; 8:11 p.m.: erratic operation (School
Street), unable to locate; 11:18 p.m.:
mental health issue (Linden Street),
report taken.
THURSDAY, MARCH 22
12:08-2:55 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 4:03 a.m.: lift assist (Lakeshore
Drive), assisted; 5:03 a.m.: erratic operation (Gardner Road), referred; 10:22
a.m.: info/general (Central Street), info
taken; 10:25 a.m.: sex offender registration (Central Street), assisted; 11:19
a.m.: suspicious mv (Maple Street), spoken to; 11:34 a.m.: ambulance (Mill Glen
Road), transported; 12:03 p.m.: assist
citizen (Goodrich Street); 12:15 p.m.: sex
offender registration (Walnut Street),
assisted; 12:19 p.m.: warrant of apprehension (Old Gardner Road), unable
to locate; 12:33 p.m.: erratic operation
(Gardner Road), referred; 12:38 p.m.:
info/general (Washington Avenue), info
taken; 2:32 p.m.: mv stop (Front Street),
verbal warning; 4:14 p.m.: animal complaint (Maple Street), report taken; 7:17
p.m.: mv stop (Pleasant Street), citation issued; 7:41 p.m.: burglary/b&e
(Forristall Road), services rendered;
8:02 p.m.: suspicious person (Central
Sreet), unable to locate;11:13-11:57 p.m.:
buildings checked, secure.

FRIDAY, MARCH 23
12:04-12:21 p.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 5:27 a.m.: mv stop (Baldwinville
State Road), verbal warning; 6:05 a.m.:
mv stop (Gardner Road), written warning; 6:19 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road),
citation issued; 8:29 a.m.: investigation
(Spring Street), unable to locate; 8:41
a.m.: investigation (Royalston Road
North), unable to locate; 9:02 a.m.:
investigation (River Street), spoken to;
9:10 a.m.: assist citizen (Alger Street),
spoken to; 9:35 a.m.: FD call (Central
Street), services rendered; 9:40 a.m.:
welfare check/general (Front Street),
spoken to; 9:45 a.m.: warrant of apprehension (Pond Street), unable to locate;
10:30 a.m.: missing person (Hitchcock
Road), returned home; 10:55 a.m.: officer
wanted ( Winter Street), spoken to; 11:35
a.m.: suspicious person (Linden Street),
spoken to; 12:24 p.m.: missing person
(Mill Glen Road), report taken; 12:36
a.m.: property lost (Hyde Park Drive),
info taken; 2:19 p.m.: property found
(Baldwinville State Road), info taken;
3:23 p.m.: assist citizen (Harrisville
Circle); 5:59 p.m.: ambulance (East
Street), transported; 6:49 p.m.: ambulance (Ready Drive), transported; 7:14
p.m.: abandoned 911 call (Ready Drive),
child playing w/phone; 7:34 p.m.: disturbance (East Grove Street), gathering dispersed; 7:39 p.m.: burglar alarm
(Murdock Avenue), secure; 9:46 p.m.;
accident (Central Street), report taken;
10:00 p.m.: animal complaint (Glenallan
Street).
SATURDAY, MARCH 24
1:09-1:10 p.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:19 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), written warning; 1:34-2:18
a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 10:07
a.m.: info/general (Brown Avenue),
info given; 11:18 a.m.: officer wanted
(Washington Avenue), unfounded; 12:03
p.m.: animal complaint (River Street),
referred to ACO; 12:44 p.m.: missing
person (Mason Street), report taken;
1:52 p.m.: ambulance (Spring Street),
transported; 2:19 p.m.: summons service (West Monomonac Road), served;
2:45 p.m.: disabled mv (Gardner Road),
secure; 3:00 p.m.: assist citizen (Central
Street); 3:33 p.m.: assist citizen (Maple
Street); 3:40 p.m.: assist citizen (West
Street); 9:42 p.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), verbal warning; 9:52 p.m.: suspicious person (Main Street), gone on
arrival; 10:34 p.m.: extra patrols, secure;
11:20 p.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road),
verbal warning; 11:32 p.m.: mv stop
(Gardner Road), citation issued; 11:51-

11:59 p.m.: buildings checked, secure.
SUNDAY, MARCH 25
12:00 a.m.: mv stop (Front Street),
verbal warning; 12:09 a.m.: mv alarm
(Railroad Street), secure; 12:12-1:10 a.m.:
buildings checked, secure; 3:46 a.m.: officer wanted (Goodrich Drive), spoken to;
9:26 a.m.: fire/box alarm (Front Street),
assisted; 10:16 a.m.: larceny (Maple
Street), assisted; 11:04 a.m.: ambulance
(Central Street), transported; 2:12 p.m.:
animal complaint (Main Street), assisted; 3:00 p.m.: larceny (Monadnock
Avenue), referred to other PD; 4:38 p.m.:
extra patrols, secure; 5:14 p.m.: ambulance (Pearl Drive), transported; 5:32
p.m.: burglar alarm (Beachview Drive),
canceled; 5:56 p.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), citation issued; 6:08 p.m.: mv
stop (Gardner Road), citation issued;
8:09 p.m.: officer wanted (Pleasant
Street), assisted; 8:20-9:54 p.m.: buildings checked, secure.
MONDAY, MARCH 26
12:13 a.m.: license plate missing/stolen (Spring Circle), report taken; 1:122:51 a.m.: buildings checked, secure;
7:17 a.m.: mv stop (Grove Street), verbal
warning; 8:02 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), citation issued; 9:54 a.m.: bolo
(Glenallan Street), unable to locate;
10:43 a.m.: ambulance (Pleasant Street),
transported; 10:47 a.m.: officer wanted (Main Street), assisted; 11:29 a.m.:
investigation (Liberty Drive), services
rendered; 12:00 p.m.: suspicious person (Webster Street), gone on arrival;
12:21 p.m.: info/general (Ipswich Drive),
no service necessary; 12:24 p.m.; mv
stop (Maple Street), verbal warning;
12:35 p.m.: summons service (Brown
Street), advised officer; 12:36 p.m.: summons service (Grove Street), advised
officer; 12:37 p.m.: summons service
(Glenallan Street), advised officer; 12:38
p.m.: summons service (Spruce Street),
advised officer; 12:42 p.m.: summons
service (Polly’s Drive), advised officer;
12:49 p.m.: fire alarm (Spring Circle),
services rendered; 1:43 p.m.: smoke
(Central Street), no service necessary;
2:00 p.m.: erratic operation (Juniper
Street), unable to locate; 2:19 p.m.: mv
stop (Central Street), verbal warning;
5:05 p.m.: fire alarm (Pearl Drive), false
alarm; 5:18 p.m.: info/general (Maple
Street), info taken; 5:26 p.m.: suspicious/other (Summer Drive), secure;
7:37 p.m.: fraud (Hale Street), report
taken; 9:41 p.m.: suspicious mv (Mill
Glen Road), unfounded; 11:47 p.m.:
building checked, secure.

Saving lives: Narcan training coming to Winchendon
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

The Winchendon Substance Abuse
Task Force, in conjunction with the
Wachusett Medical Reserve Corps, AIDS
Project Worcester, and Winchendon’s
Board of Health, will hold a training in
the use of Narcan at 6:30 p.m., April 18,
at the town’s police station. Attendees
will be taught how to administer the
drug in the event a family member,
friend, co-worker, or other individual
needs treatment in the wake of an opiate overdose.
The training follows on the heels of
what appears to be an up-tick in the
number of overdoses in Winchendon in
recent months. Initially, it looked like
the numbers were moving in the right
direction, but that trend may be in the
midst of a reversal.
According to figures provided by

Police Chief David Walsh, police,
EMTs, and firefighters responded to
34 overdoses in 2015 and 38 in 2016.
That number dropped precipitously, to
just 17, in 2017. While the statistics
from last year were encouraging, Walsh
said there have been nine overdoses
in Winchendon in just the first three
months of 2018. If the trend holds, the
town will see three dozen ODs this year.
Over the 39-month period, 11 overdoses
have proven fatal.
Winchendon Health Agent Jim Abare
said the training will include basic
knowledge in how to recognize an overdose.
Abare described Narcan as “a pretty
benign drug. It won’t hurt anyone, but
it could save a life. It’s made specifically
for opiates.”
“While opiates suppress a person’s
respiratory system,” he said, “NARCAN

is not a stimulant. It’s not adrenaline. A
lot of people still have the wrong idea
of what it is. You don’t have to inject
it; you don’t use a needle. You simply
place the applicator in the victim’s nostril and spray.”
Abare explained that Narcan (generic
name: naloxone) blocks the effects of
opioids.
Several online sites explain that
Narcan is an “opioid antagonist,” which
means it competes with an opioid’s ability to bind itself to cell receptors; specialized proteins found on the surface
of a cell. The drug blocks the opioid’s
attempts to bind with the receptors.
Judie O’Donnell of Wachusett
Medical Reserve Corps said the Narcan
trainings are “a way to try to get communities, families, neighbors connected to one another. It’s a way to make
them more resilient and to help them

cope. The idea is to get them to protect
themselves by doing for themselves.”
O’Donnell said the events also hopefully help people get over the stigma
attached to opiate abuse.
“Some people may be reluctant to
attend,” said O’Donnell, “because just
showing up lets others know that you, a
family member, a friend – someone you
love – is dealing with a tough problem.
But it also shows that you’re willing
to face the problem head-on, to get the
help that’s out three.”
Abare also stressed that people dealing with opioid addiction come from all
walks of life.
“Anyone can have a problem, and
we hope this allow them to get the help
they need,” he said.
Those attending the April 18 event
will be given a dose of Narcan to take
with them.

Superintendent’s dinner a treat for the palate
Come one, come all to a seven-course
meal served at Montachusett Regional
Vocational Technical School in
Fitchburg on April 11. This annual dinner will mark 31 years of fundraising

for student scholarships.
Last year’s Dinner and Golf
Tournament raised a total of $90,000.
This money is used for scholarships
and to fund equipment and materials

BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
Route 202 • 196 Glenallen Street
Wincehndon

Real Estate Brokerage
& Consulting

Earning the public’s Trust
one consumer at a time
for over 30 Years

www.morinrealestate.com
978-297-0961

YOUR AD HERE!
$10 PER WEEK
FOR 12 WEEKS
+ A FREE 1/4 PAGE AD!

978-297-2495 • 8am-8pm Daily

Full Line Of Tackle
PRE-SEASON SPECIAL!

Jiffy Pro4 Lite Propane Auger

Contact
Brenda Pontbriand
brenda@
villagernewspapers.com
860-928-1818

to prepare Monty Tech students for the
world of work.
Guests are invited to arrive at 5
p.m. for a social hour. As guests walk
through the door, they will immediately be immersed into “The Big Show”.
Vintage circus themed displays made
by students and staff will welcome and
lead guests to the cafeteria, which will
be transformed into an elegant dining
room. The social hour includes amazing stationary hors d’oeuvre displays
such as a seafood bar, a cheese display,
assorted canapés, charcuterie, sushi
bar, as well as hot hors d’oeuvres.
Courtesy photos
Three hundred fifty guests are expectCulinary
instructors
and
students
are readying
ed to attend this year, as this event
their
best
dishes
for
the
upcoming
dinner
sells out each year. The menu writing
process begins in the fall. Students and
teachers collaborate on every aspect of
es scholarship money that goes to our
planning; from menu writing to choos- students. A large number of students
ing the theme and decorating. This and staff are involved in the production
event is a wonderful way for students of the event and it’s great to see the
to gain practical experience on how to students cooking and serving guests. “
run and market a large-scale function.
Each year local premiere chefs volunThe plated six-course meal will teer their time to assist in the preparabegin with lobster bisque. Caesar salad tion and serving of this meal, working
will be served next before the third side by side with students.
course - rack of lamb Persillade served
A silent auction will be available for
with a demi-glace. A raspberry sor- attendees to bid on an array of donated
bet intermezzo will prepare guests for gifts by Monty Tech supporters as well
the entrée: petite filet mignon of black as items handmade by Monty Tech stuAngus tenderloin finished with a red dents.
wine demi-glace and served with finEach guest will receive a parting gift
gerling potatoes, haricot verts and sea- designed and crafted by students and
sonal vegetables. Last but not least, teachers in the cabinetmaking prochocolate Marquise will finish off the gram.
night as the dessert.
Dinner Tickets are $150 per perMichael Banks, culinary instructor son, and may be purchased by calling
and chef, runs the dinner.
978.345.9200, ext. 5253.
“It’s always a popular event that rais-
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OBITUARIES
Lonnie Jean Kindley, 84
PORTSMOUTH NH — Lonnie Jean
Kindley, age 84, of Portsmouth and a former a resident of Hampton, passed away
peacefully at the Edgewood Centre on
Tuesday, March 20, 2018, where she had
been living since falling ill. Lonnie was
born in Van Buren, Ind., one of 10 children to the late Francis D. and Eldora
(Mendenhall) Slagle.
Raised in Van Buren, Lonnie met
the love of her life and future husband,
Marvin L. Kindley, at a school basketball game. They were married and lived
the life of an Air Force family, residing in many locations during Marvin’s
20 year career. Lonnie’s main focus
was taking care of the household, raising their daughter Sherry and keeping
things in order during Marvin’s deployments. They moved to Hampton in 1972

Raymond T. Lanagan, 69

WINCHENDON — Raymond T.
after Marvin’s retirement.
Family was her life, especially her Lanagan, age 69, of Winchendon, died
grandchildren, and she thoroughly peacefully Sunday morning, March
25, 2018 in Fitchburg
loved attending as many of their school
Gardens for Nursing
and sporting events as possible.
and Rehabilitation,
Family members include her daughFitchburg.
ter Sherry Lee Hilton and her husband,
He was born in
Robert of Winchendon; her grandson,
Gardner on January
Anthony Prescott and his wife Celina of
1, 1949, son of the late
Loudon, NH; her great-grandchildren,
Merle and Gladys
Mariah, Brianna, Acacia and Hunter;
(Mahon)
Lanagan
and her great-great-grandchildren,
and grew up in New
Brody and Keira.
Salem. Ray lived for
In addition to her parents and beloved
most of his life in New
husband, Marvin, Lonnie was predeSalem, Orange, Athol
ceased by her nine siblings.
and Winchendon.
Services will be private. Assistance
Ray proudly served
with arrangements was by the Remick
his country as a mem& Gendron Funeral Home – Crematory,
ber of the United
Hampton
States Navy during
the Vietnam War. He
was employed as a factory worker and
carpenter for most of his life. His hobby
was woodworking.
had met him as a fierce member of the
Baystate Brawlers – his family on the
rink for the past few years.
Andrew’s life was tragically cut
short in his home on March 20, 2018.
GARDNER — Wayne Francis Ryan,
Andrew lost a battle with depression
that he fought bravely, day after day, age 75, of Gardner, died peacefully with
for an impressive amount of time. The his family by his side, on Monday,
strength that it took to fight for so long March 19, 2018 at UMass Memorial
came from an iron will (to which any Medical Center, University Campus in
friend or relative can attest) and the lov- Worcester after a brief illness.
He was born in Gardner on January
ing support of those that knew him best.
Andrew’s passing leaves tears and ques- 8, 1943. he was the son of the late
tions but also a sense of appreciation for Doris (Nichols) Taylor and stepfather,
an end to the struggle and a gratitude Woodrow Taylor.
Wayne was a lifelong resident of
for the unending blessing that was our
time together. Andrew, you are missed Gardner. He was formerly employed by
beyond words. Thank you for being a ServPro and Wal-Mart.
In his younger years, Wayne enjoyed
part of our lives.
Andrew drew strength from the playing sports. He was an avid fisherefforts at Two Write Love on Her Arms man, and loved his New England sports
(TWLOHA), a nonprofit organization
that engages the community around
issues of mental health. If you would
like to honor his memory, supporting TWLOHA would be a gesture that
WINCHENDON — Gary L. Sawtelle,
Andrew would have appreciated great- age 80, of 75 Hyde Park Drive, died
ly. Gifts may be made online at www. peacefully Sunday morning, March
twloha.com, or by mail at TWLOHA, PO 25, 2018 in Gardner Rehabilitation and
Box 2203, Melbourne, FL 32902.
Nursing Center.
Family and friends were warmly invitHe was born in
ed to calling hours on Friday, March 23,
Winchendon on Sept.
2018 at the Cournoyer Funeral Home
27, 1937, son of the late
& Cremation Center, 33 River Street,
Lyman K. and Alice
(Route 202) Jaffrey.
(Hager) Sawtelle and

Andrew V. Newton, 26
JAFFREY — Andrew V. Newton, age
26, a resident of Jaffrey and formerly
of Winchendon, died at his home on
March 20, 2018.
It is with great sadness that our family and community
mourn the loss of
our beloved Andy.
Andrew
Vincent
Newton was born on
November 3, 1991, in
Leominster to Doug
and Shelly (Stowell) Newton; the baby
of their four children who would grow
up to be a beloved staple of the community. A graduate of Murdock High
School and studying to be an EMT, he
worked at Wal-Mart, Café 532 and CVS,
where he helped people every day and
did so naturally.
Andrew held a unique place in the
hearts of everyone that knew him. As
a son, sibling, neighbor and favorite
uncle, there was always a light in the
thoughtful way he showed us all he
cared. Like all creative spirits, he left
us with mysteries but there are things
we know: his work as an advocate let
us know about the size of his heart; his
poetry and short stories let us know
about the beauty of his mind; and
the sincerity in his smile let us know
what he would definitely have been a
Hufflepuff. That gentle nature would
only come as a surprise to someone who

Wayne Francis Ryan, 75

We also invite funeral directors and families to e-mail us a
JPEG photograph to print, at no cost, alongside the obituary.

continued from page A1


change this number in the future. And
this is just a recommendation. The
town may ultimately decide differently
at town meeting.”
“I kind of hate to limit it to two,” said
Anderson, “and discourage a growing
business. At the same time, I’m still concerned because this is an unknown.”
“I think the market will correct

PROJECTS

continued from page A1


teams.
He leaves behind his sister, Patricia
(Ryan) Whalen of Gardner; two daughters, Tara Ryan of Gardner and Bonnie
Ryan of Templeton; four grandchildren;
five great-grandchildren and many
cousins. He was predeceased by his
former wife, Michele (Lafayette) Ryan.
There are no funeral services planned.  
Donations may be made in Wayne’s
memory to the American Heart
Association, 300 5th Ave, Waltham, MA
02451.
Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, (stoneladeau.com) 343 Central St., Winchendon
is directing funeral arrangements.

Gary L. Sawtelle, 80

SEND OBITUARIES at no charge to Editor Ruth DeAmicis, by faxing
(978) 297-2177, or by e-mailing the editor at
ruth@stonebridgepress.news.

BOS

He leaves two children, James M.
Lanagan and his wife Rebecca of
Chesapeake, VA and Lori Lanagan of
Templeton; four stepchildren, Raymond
Donnelly and his wife Brenda of Jaffrey,
Robert Donnelly of Orange, Maureen
Moran and her husband Michael of
Orange and Katherine Donnelly of
Texas; his brothers and sisters, Robert
Lanagan of New Salem, Glon Lanagan
of Tennessee, Patricia Lanagan of
Gardner, Merle Lanagan Jr. of Florida
and Merline Black of Pennsylvania, as
well as many grandchildren. A stepson, Michael Donnelly, preceded him
in death.
Military funeral services were
held Wednesday, March 28, 2018 at in
Massachusetts Veterans’ Memorial
Cemetery, 111 Glenallan Street,
Winchendon. The Rev. Jay Lillie officiated.
Stone-Ladeau
Funeral
Home
(stone-ladeau.com), 343 Central St.,
Winchendon is directing arrangements.

itself,” said Cyganiewicz. “Limiting
them could be limiting opportunities.
Let’s say we allow five and all five of
them were able to manage to stay open.
I think I’m leaning toward letting the
market decide.”
In response to a question, Hickey did
tell the board several people have made
inquiries regarding opening a cannabis
shop in Winchendon. He added some
have also asked about opening pot paraphernalia businesses.
Husslebee was adamant in his oppoDivision’s Project Review Committee
approved a project for resurfacing and
related work to improve a 1.36 mile section of Maple Street from Vine Street to
Glenallan Street. The MassDOT project
is still listed as being in the design phase
The document makes no reference
to the Maple Street bridge, which
spans the North Branch of the Millers
River, and which may not be on the
Massachusetts state bridge repair list,
as at this time as over 1,000 bridges were
previously in front of it. Bridge data
from the Massachusetts Department
of Transportation Highway Division
Bridge Inspection Management System
lists the bridge as constructed in 1937
and now over 80 years old.
MassDOT has not as yet set a date for
the approved project’s beginning.
In closing Gallant said, “Last year
both the High Street and Harris Road
bridges where reopened. This year we
have the Royalston Road North bridge
and other road improvement projects in
the works. Everybody is working hard
to make sure the jobs are done right, and
all we ask is the public show patience
as the work has already begun and will
continuing throughout the year.”

spending all that money installing a
temporary bridge this far along in the
project. The road has been detoured for
all this time, and the time they are now
spending installing a temporary bridge
just before they start the new bridge,
doesn’t make any sense. They could
have already had the old bridge down,
and started the footings for the new
bridge by now. I called the state, and I
was told those are the plan designs and
they have to go by them.”
Up next Gallant, was pleased to say
that a School Street road improvement
project will begin on April 2. Beginning
at the intersection of School and Pearl
streets, the project will continue along
Route 12 all the way to the Fitzwilliam
state line nearly 2.4 miles in length.
The project contract which was
awarded to Massachusetts Broken Stone
Company will include new asphalt,
drainage, curbing, a new 0.2 mile stretch
of sidewalk from Pearl Street to the
American Legion on the northerly side
of School Street, allowing safe passage
on foot. The project will be assisted with
subcontracting
work by the P.J.
Albert Company.
“I am guessing
the School Street
road project will be
completed sometime by the end
of June,” added
Gallant.
343 Central Street
Additionally,
Winchendon, MA 01475
in a document
from
MassDOT
dated in January,
Tel: 978-297-0077 • Fax: 978-297-0075
the
Highway

STONE-LADEAU FUNERAL HOME

was a lifelong resident
of Winchendon. In
1956, Gary graduated
from Murdock High
School.
Gary worked for New England
Wooden Ware for many years until his
retirement. In earlier years, he had
worked for the state of Massachusetts
Forestry Division. Gary was a volunteer fire fighter for 21 years for the town
of Winchendon. An avid outdoorsman,
Gary enjoyed hunting, fishing, trap-

sition to providing for more than two
cannabis retailers in Winchendon.
“How many smoke shops do we really truly need in town?” he asked. “We
still don’t know what the implications
will be for the town.”
Selectmen ultimately voted to recommend three retail marijuana licenses be
made available, rather than the two recommended by the Planning Board. The
vote was 3-1 in favor, with Husslebee
casting the lone dissenting vote.
Voters will decide whether to

ping, camping, salt water fishing and
shooting.
He leaves two children, Gary L.
Sawtelle Jr. of Rindge and Robert K.
Sawtelle of Rindge; two grandchildren, Kevvin Sawtelle and Samantha
Sawtelle; two stepchildren, Wayne M.
Fletcher and Lynn W. Bailey and several cousins, nieces and nephews. A
brother, Robert Kenneth Sawtelle and
a sister, Peggy Sawtelle, preceded him
in death. Gary had many close friends
at New England Wooden Ware and at
Lake Monomonac, where many close
enjoyable family gatherings were held.
Graveside services will be held in
the spring at a day and time to be
announced in Riverside Cemetery.
There are no calling hours.
Stone-Ladeau
Funeral
Home
(stone-ladeau.com), 343 Central St.,
Winchendon is directing arrangements.

approve the selectmen’s recommendations regarding marijuana sales taxes
and the number of cannabis retailers
on May 21. A special town meeting will
get underway at 7 p.m. in the Murdock
High School auditorium, to be followed
by the annual town meeting.
The Planning Board’s public hearing
on proposed retail marijuana zoning
bylaws is set to resume on Tuesday,
April 2 at 6:40 p.m. in second-floor auditorium at town hall.

S

tone-Ladeau Funeral Home has recently purchased the
phone number and good will of the former FletcherHebert Funeral Home in Winchendon.
The Winchendon location has closed, after many years of
honorably serving its Winchendon clientele, under the direction
of Ernest Fletcher and his son, Ernest “Bud” Fletcher, and most
recently by Kevin Mack of Mack Family Funeral Home.
Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home is a family owned funeral home,
owned and operated by Douglas M. Stone. It will continue to
serve all of the families of Fletcher Funeral Home, and will honor
its pre-need arrangements, with the same professionalism and
care, for which the Fletcher Funeral Home was known.
Douglas M. Stone, President

STONE-LADEAU FUNERAL HOME
343 Central Street, Winchendon, MA 01475
Tel: 978-297-0077 • Fax: 978-297-0075
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SPORTS
Three giants and one…
Talking
Sports
JERRY
CARTON
It’s been a great NCAA
Tournament. It began with a
school no one had ever heard
of, one from my home county, one at which I even once
took a course, becoming the
first-ever 16 seed to topple not
just a number one seed, but the
overall number one seed and it
culminates this weekend without Duke. Or North Carolina.
What more could you want?
Well, what more could I want?
It’s not, by the way, that I
“hate” Duke. Or UNC. I don’t.
I do get annoyed when they’ve
always gotten all the calls. I

felt like it was poetic justice
the other night in the Kansas
regional final when the officials completely blew a call
which should’ve gone the Blue
Devils’ way. It happens so rarely, you know. I can still see
the 1980 ACC title game when
Kenny Denard submarined
Maryland’s Buck Williams
and the refs swallowed their
whistles. Of course they did.
Who wants to risk the ire of
the sainted Olympic coach?
Anyway, Duke got booted last
week by the Jayhawks in a
game which was thoroughly entertaining if not exactly
the stuff of teaching videos.
Villanova, whom I have picked
all along to win the whole
thing, played the same kind of
game in dispatching the football school Texas Tech. I suspect the Wildcats will be a lot
better against Kansas tomor-

row in the national semi-final.
The other game? They are
obviously the Cinderella story
of the weekend but LoyolaChicago, in the FF for the first
time in 55 years, is a fundamentally sound basketball
team. Sure the social media
focus has been on the Ramblers
98 year-old in-house nun, but
I wouldn’t be at all surprised
if this 11 seed beats mighty
Michigan and advances to
Monday’s championship game.
But beneath the glamor of FF weekend, the game
has structural problems and
big ones and I am not talking
about shady recruiters either.
The biggest issue is the lack
of enough seniors. Don’t get
me wrong - of course anyone
should be able to get a job in
their chosen profession so I’m
not suggesting college players
should be somehow mandated

to stay four years (though at
least two seems reasonable),
but all these one-and-dones are
doing nothing for the quality
of play. I know this will sound
old-fashioned but the game
was better when programs had
time to develop, plus too many
kids are being convinced by
hangers-on they’re NBA ready
after one year. Most, it should
go without saying, clearly are
not. It would be nice if all the
stakeholders could figure out a
way to agree on that aforementioned minimum two year stay
but I imagine that’s unlikely.
Too bad.
I was really glad to see a
mid-major like Loyola get this
far. My favorite conference
tournaments are those of the
smaller D-1 leagues like the
Patriot, where my alma mater
of American competes. Not
many kids from the Patriot

or UMBC’s America East are
going pro but watching the
passion at those tourneys is
actually a lot more fun than
watching the Power Five. To
pick a school out of the air,
Eastern Illinois can’t win the
FBS national football title,
but Loyola-Chicago is just two
wins from doing exactly that in
hoops. Pretty cool, no?
Here’s an interesting Loyola
stat. In the ESPN bracket game,
83,000 of those submitted had
the Ramblers reaching the FF,
which sounds and is amazing
but it turns out that’s one-half
of one percent of the 17-million
plus entries. Still, how could
83k brackets...ou know?
Anyway, who will win?
Villanova. You read it here
in November. No reason to
change as March Madness
turns to April. See you next
week.

Tansey named football coach at Murdock
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Jim Tansey, who has spent
the last decade at Tyngsboro
High, has been named the varsity football coach at Murdock
High School.
Tansey has coached at
Tyngsboro since 2007and
his team won the Mid-Wach
C championship in 2014. He
was an assistant on six league
title teams as well as the 1994
Super Bowl winning squad.
Additionally, Tansey guided
the Tyngsboro wrestling team
to back-to-back state titles in
2010 and 2011, coached softball at the same school and
served as head football coach
at Nashoba Valley, where he
also coached track. Tansey is
retiring from teaching at the
end of this school year.
“I’m retiring from the classroom but not ready to retire. I
saw an ad on the MIAA site. I
hadn’t done my resume in 14
years,” he laughed.
“Plus, I live in Ashby, and
I was looking for something
close to home. I’m 60 years old
and I still have something left
to give,” he said in a Tuesday
morning interview with the
Courier on a day he was plan-

ning to spend meeting players
and others at the school.
Tansey noted he’s familiar, to a degree, at least, with
Murdock from having faced
the Blue Devils while coaching
at Tyngsboro.
“I know football is big here.
There’s a tradition,” he added.
“I remember even coaching
games at Bentley Field,” he
mused.
Football has been a part of
Tansey’s life for as long as he
can remember.
“Since I was about 12 years
old,” he recalled. At Nashoba
high, he was a running back, a
linebacker, and a nose guard,
liking the latter best and went
on to play at Bridgewater State.
“You learn a lot about life and
competition playing sports,” he
remarked.
Numbers are declining in
many sports at many schools
for various reasons but as far
as football is concerned, it’s
no secret there’s concern about
the hard hitting but Tansey
believes the game is getting
something of a bad rap when
it comes to concussion issues.
“I think we took a hit on safety issues but with the monitoring we do now, I think we’ve
turned the corner,” he assert-

ed.
“I’m a positive person,”
Tansey said.
When it comes to expectations, “we’re just going to try
our best. We’re going to prepare the right way. When you
do that, there’s a high percentage of success,” he remarked.
Gardner Coach Rob Allard,
who ran the Blue Devils program the last time it had any
success, is a big fan.
“Jim and I go back a long
way, back to days of coaching
wrestling against each other.
Jim has always been a very
good coach. He gets his teams
to play hard and they’re always
prepared. The one thing I
respect the most about him is
he won’t stick it to a team. If his
is clearly the better team, he
will get the win but spare the
embarrassment.
“I think Murdock should feel
very fortunate that a quality
coach like Jim became available. He certainly has the ability to bring them to the next
level. I will root for them all
the way except for one game,”
laughed Allard.
Tansey has fond memories of
coaching against Allard.
“Wrestling is my ‘other’
sport,” he said, though adding

Greg Vine photos

Jim Tansey flanked by some the players he’ll be working with this summer
and fall as the new head coach of Murdock High’s varsity football team.
Joining Tansey are Coach Collin Shaughnessy, Sam Drake, Steve Lemieux,
Dominic Quinones, Richard Swanson, Coach Jim Tansey, Anthony Wolski,
Alec Barrows, Sean Driscoll, Logan Huff.

as the father of multiple daughters, coaching softball might
have been inevitable.
“Softball games were over a
lot faster than wrestling matches. Those could go on all day,”
he reminded.
He said retirement could
have meant tinkering with

old Jeeps, and Tansey insisted
he’ll find time for that, but he’s
looking forward to this new
challenge.
“When I started teaching, I
was the youngest one there,”
he reflected. “I’m older, but I’ve
got lots of energy. I’m glad this
opportunity came along.”

Basketball awards presented to deserving players
SUBMITTED BY SUE POLCARI

The combined middle school, JV and
varsity girls’ basketball teams attended their end of season awards night
recently.
Jenna Whitaker, athletic director,
welcomed all participants and their
families and thanked them for their
involvement in the basketball program.
She also thanked the Sports Boosters for
their support, encouraging more parents to become involved, and thanked
all of the coaches for their dedication to
the girls and to the program.
Jim Abare, the girls’ varsity coach for
the past six years, was presented with
a plaque to thank him for his contributions to the girls basketball program.
Coach Abare announced earlier this
season that he would be stepping down
as head coach after the 2018 season.
Middle School
Coach Paul Hunnewell and assistant
coach Ms. Haley presented participation
awards to the following players: Mayra
Correa, Summer Jacqueson, Cassidy
Lauziere,
Skye
Lynch-Garrigan,
Emma Oakley, Evelyn O’Dea, Alexa
Ofosuhene, Camille Hart, Samantha
Mason, Rylie Maynard, Chloe St. Peter,
Isabelle Schoville, Jocelyn Hunnewell,
and Evelyn Hailey. Additional awards

were presented to Isabell Scoville
(Coaches’ Award), Chloe St. Peter (Most
Improved Player). Evelyn Haley and
Jocelyn Hunnewell were recognized as
team MVP’s.
Junior Varsity
Coach John Reilly and assistant
Coach Jack Smith presented participation certificates to Limeily Pagan, Julia
Greco, Morgan Eldredge and Ashley
Sevigny.
Varsity
Coach Jim Abare, with assistant
coaches John Reilly and Jack Smith,
presented participation awards to
Cassidy Stadtfeld, Rylee Brooks,
Shaelyn Dupuis, Nicole Becotte,
Kaleigh Lauziere, Kelly Murphy, and
Molly Murphy.
The varsity team also was awarded an
Academic Excellence Award for achieving an average GPA of 2.5-2.99. The
Hustle Award was presented to Kaleigh
Lauziere. Most Improved Player went
to Shaelyn Dupuis. The Coaches Award
was presented to Kelly Murphy and
MVP was awarded to Molly Murphy.
Molly Murphy was also named to the
Mid-Wach All Star Team.
Coach Abare acknowledged the middle school team as a young, but tough

Courtesy photo

The combined teams with their coaches

group of girls.
The JV/Varsity teams began with 14
members, and ended with only 11, resulting in several players participating in
both JV and varsity games, as well as
necessitating some middle school players going up to play JV or varsity. Many
opposing teams voiced admiration and
respect for the Murdock players. Coach
Abare had additional praise for Molly
Murphy, the lone senior on the team.
Molly was like a big sister to all of the
players, encouraging them and advis-

ing them throughout the season.
“Molly is committed to her school,
this basketball program, and her community” which are all characteristics
to be emulated.
Coach Abare ended by voicing his
words of advice – “Never forget where
you came from, believe in yourself and
people will believe in you.”
He also praised his team(s) –“ the
Murdock Girls Basketball team is a
credit to this community, this high
school, their families and themselves.”

Awards presented to winter track team
SUBMITTED BY SUE POLCARI

The winter track team held
their awards banquet. Head
Coach Anthony Findley, started
the evening by thanking Jenna
Whitaker, AD, Liz Findley
(Coach Findley’s wife), and the
track members and their families. Additionally, he thanked
Eha Karvonen for coaching the
middle school track team and
Dick Karvonen, Drew Pelkey
and Max Rocheleau for assisting with the varsity track team.
Three members of last year’s

spring middle school track
team were presented with banners which will be hung in the
Murdock gymnasium.
Justin Thira was the 2017
Division 2 Middle School champion in the long jump, Lilly
Digman was the 2017 Division
2 Middle School champion in
the 400 meter run, and Alexia
Allard was the 2017 Division 2
Middle School champion in the
Long Jump.
Coach Findley recapped the
very successful winter track

season citing six new school
records for the girls (Triple
Jump – Alexia Allard, 55m
Hurdles – Alexia Allard, 400m
– Lilly Digman, 600m – Lilly
Digman, Long Jump Relay –
Paige Demanche, Briahna
Bouchard, & Alexia Allard, and
Pentathlon – Alexia Allard).
The boys team set four new
school records (400m – Richard
Swanson III, 600m – Richard
Swanson III, Long Jump Relay
– Ryan Thira, Justin Thira &
Adam Digman, and Pentathlon

– Adam Digman).
The girls team finished the
season 5th in the League, 8th
in the district and 4th in States.
Lilly Digman and Alexia
Allard were district champions
and Mid-wach league all-stars.
Lilly Digman, an 8th grader,
also represented Murdock at
the New England meet.
The girls winter track team
received the MIAA Academic
Excellence Award for achieving a cumulative GPA of 3.0-4.0.
The boys team finished sec-

ond in the League, second in
the district and 13th in States.
Adam Digman and Richard
Swanson were Mid-wach
league all-stars and Swanson
also represented Murdock at
the New England meet and
then at Nationals in New York.
Members of the 2017-18 winter track team were presented
with certificates/letters/pins:
Adam Buccaroni, Angelina
Dellasanta, Richard Field,
Jason Ingman, Nick Laplaca,
Turn To
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Toy Town Elementary students
rewarded for extra reading
BY: KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

It was extra work which, if completed,
earned a little extra special something
for Toy Town Elementary students, as
children who completed a Winter Reada-Thon reading challenge were rewarded with one hour of play time at the
Clark YMCA Field House.
Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 all took
part in the February program, which
expanded to include the full school
vacation week. A total program objective goal of 100,000 minutes of combined
reading by 290 TTE students was set.
Of the 290 students, 141 or just under
50 percent stepped up and completed
the extra reading challenge for a total of
70,000 minutes of extra reading including those students who also read, but
didn’t reach, the minimum goal according to TTE guidance vounselor Matt
Londo, who also worked diligently both
documenting and keeping track of the
students’ progress and logged contributions to the incentive based program.

SCHOOLS

continued from page A1


If the schools were to be possibly combined, either one of
the existing sites would need to
be able to handle 678 students,
which neither is designed to
accommodate. Additionally,
there would be a need for
added staff and employee parking. At this time, both facilities parking lots are visibly full
to capacity each school day,
which does not include busing
and parental pick up of students.
Memorial School Principal
Atter was asked if combining
the schools was a possibly
option, Atter replied, “There
are no set numbers regarding
capacity, but in order to provide maximum learning for
all students, numbers should
be lower per classroom in the
elementary levels. Ideally class
sizes, in my opinion, should
not exceed 22. At Memorial,
each classroom can safely hold
25 students, but again I feel
this is somewhat high. I think
it goes without saying in order
for teachers to effectively teach
students with all the current
academic demands it’s imperative to focus on smaller class
sizes in Pre-K through Grade
5.”  
Atter also said, “When I started at Memorial 20 years ago
we were a K through 3 building with over 415 students. We
are currently close to 380 with
Pre-K through 2.”
Going by the above numbers
alone, Memorial School alone

Taking turns in all three separate
grades and one bus load at a time, students traveled the short distance from
TTE to the YMCA and enjoyed playing
on teams, taking turns in soccer and
flag football, with both Londo and TTE
physical education teacher Antonio
Dellasanta sharing on field duties, as
other faculty helped watch over students from the sidelines.
Teams of mixed combinations of boys
and girls wearing yellow and green jerseys could be heard yelling and screaming for joy as they ran up and down the
turf of the local indoor facility enjoying their well-earned 60 minutes on
the field and out of the classroom in
exchange for 320 minutes or more of
nightly extra reading.
Third grade teacher Kim Dill
Chambers said, “We issued a challenge
for students to read nightly throughout
February and the first part of March. So
many rose to the challenge! We wanted
to recognize their hard work and dedication to school by rewarding them
with some fun at the YMCA field house.

is still at 90 percent of its original student population from
two decades prior, and would
struggle to try to support current TTE enrollment.
As attempting to combine
both elementary schools to
save on cost by shutting down
one site would prove very problematic, surrounding school
districts were contacted to
verify student populations and
to see if any were a possible
option for joint district regionalization at the elementary
school level.
First and foremost, the WPS
District cannot look north, as it
is bordered by the state of New
Hampshire.
To the east, the AshburnhamWestminster School District
was contacted. It was verified at this time, the district
has the Learning Tree PreSchool, Meeting House School,
Westminster
Elementary
School, and the J.R. Briggs
Elementary School, which is
the district’s newest.
The district office confirmed
Ashburnham
elementary
schools at this time have 556
students, and Westminster
Elementary Schools also have
540 students, for a district elementary total of 1,096 students.
Additionally, it was confirmed,
the Overlook Middle School
has also been at full capacity
since its opening.
Accepting
either
the
Memorial School or TTE entire
student bodies to the AshWest
District were confirmed not an
option due to current existing
student populations and building sizes.

CHARGES

continued from page A1


generated by the fraud scheme.
Davini is scheduled to be arraigned
in Worcester Superior Court on the
new charges on April 24.
In a statement, Healey alleges Davini
“made clear attempts to disguise millions of dollars in illicit funds obtained
through a massive Medicaid false billing scheme.”
The AG’s office claims Davini laundered millions of dollars and transferred
properties he had obtained or financed
through the fraudulent Medicaid
scheme into the name of his wife. In
addition, said Healey, Davini allegedly transferred more than $5.5 million

TRACK
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Nobaleigh Laraba, Moeketsi Molai,
Lillian Skwanski, Katelyn Tamulen,
Brooke Zabik, Briahna Bouchard,
Hannah Demanche, Paige Demanche,
Steven Ingman, Cameron Laplaca,
Rachel Degault, Justin Manuel,
Jamison Rushia, Ashley Signa, Justin
Thira, Ryan Thira, Anthony Wolski,
Erica Lashua (Best New Player Award),
Alexia Allard (Coaches Award), Richard

Photo by Keith Kent

Grade 4 Toy Town students are playing soccer at the Clark YMCA Field House as a reward for
completing 320 minutes or more of extra reading.

Students who rose to the challenge
spent some time playing soccer, flag
football, running in relays, and in other
activities. Many said they can’t wait for
the next challenge!”
After Grade 4 students completed
their one hour of sports in the field
house Dellasanta addressing the chil-

To the west is the ARRSD
encompasses the towns of
Athol and Royalston. Currently
their closest elementary school
Royalston Community School
is not designed to accept an
additional minimum of 290
students. The district also has
a new elementary school in
uptown Athol, ACES, which
currently services 637 students,
and is also not designed to handle an additional minimum of
290 TTE or 378 Memorial students. Former chair and current School Committee member Lee Chauvette confirmed
ACES is at near capacity as a
new state of the art elementary
school.
The ARRSD was also confirmed as still rated by DESE
as a Level 4 district, one level
lower than Winchendon public schools, and only one level
above state receivership of
Level 5. While the district diligently continues to make significant strides, it is still trying
to achieve an overall level 3 status the WPS currently ranks.
To the south, contact was
placed with the Narragansett
Regional School District. The
NRSD is in the process of constructing a new elementary
school located in the center of
Templeton on the site of a previous school. The building size
is already set per agreement
with the Massachusetts School
Building Authority.
The NRSD district office confirmed the new school will educate students Pre-K through
grade 5. The district currently serves 752 students in that
educational range, which will

from Rite Way’s operating account into
accounts opened at an investment brokerage firm. He also allegedly moved $3
million from accounts managed by the
firm to accounts opened in his wife’s
name.
Rite Way LLC had been contracted to
provide non-emergency transportation
to MassHealth members needing rides
to and from area methadone clinics. In
September 2016, Healy’s office said that
between April 2011 and September 2015
Rite Way “fraudulently and repeatedly billed MassHealth for transportation services that were never provided,
including claims for individuals who
were hospitalized in inpatient settings,
no long used the company’s services, or
were deceased on the claimed dates of
service.”
Swanson (Most Improved Award), Lilly
Digman (Most Valuable Player), Adam
Digman (Most Valuable Player), and
Jackson Charland (Coaches Award).
Banners were presented to Alexia
Allard (2018 D5 Long Jump State
Champion), Lilly Digman (2018 D5 600
meter State Champion) and Richard
Swanson (2018 D5 600 meter State
Champion). Allard and Swanson were
selected by the Worcester Telegram
and Gazette to the Central Mass Winter
Track All-Star Superteam.

dren said, “When you’re in school and
doing what you are supposed to be
doing, staying out of trouble, and meeting the expectations of both your parents and teachers, then good things will
happen to you and that is why you’re all
here today.”

be divided up between the
new school and Phillipston
Memorial Elementary School.
Superintendent
Dr.
Christopher Casavant via
email explained, “According
the Proposed Space Summary
dated 3/1/2016, the proposed
building enrollment is 580 students. That number is based
on enrollment projections that
were compiled during the planning phase of the school project, prior to my arrival.”
Casavant explained that
while student projections for
the new schools opening in
September 2019 are difficult,
it could be slightly over 600
students. Thus, no room for
an additional minimum of 290
TTE students.
Also to Winchendon’s southern municipal border, member
elementary schools Gardner
public schools were contacted. They include both the Elm
Street School, and Waterford
Street School.
At this time, Elm Street, built
in 1920, has a student enrollment consisting of Grades
2, 3, and 4 equaling 554 students. Waterford Street, which
educates students in Pre-K,
Kindergarten, and Grade 1,
has a population of 502 students.
Currently Gardner and GPS
are already involved with
the MSBA regarding the construction of a new elementary school to serve students
Pre-K through Grade 5, which
is being designed to serve the
needs of the city of Gardner
only, just as the future elementary school in the NRSD.

Also charged in the case is Dwayne
Pelkey, age 50, of Winchendon, Gary
Carbonello, age 47, of Leominster, and
Lynn Maguire, age 51, of Abington.
Davini and his company each face
four counts of filing false Medicaid
claims, two counts of larceny over $250,
and one count of receiving/paying kickbacks.
Pelkey is charged with one count
each of filing a false Medicaid claim and
larceny over $250.
Carbonello and Maguire are both
accused of larceny over $250 and filing
false Medicaid claims. Carbonello also
faces a charge of receiving/paying kickbacks, while Maguire is also charged
with perjury.
In the September 2016 indictment,
the Attorney General said Davini and

Gardner Mayor Mark Hawke
was asked if Winchendon’s elementary schools or one of its
two elementary schools would
be able to possibly join with
GPS at the elementary level
under regionalization at the
new future site.
Hawke replied, “When it
comes to regionalizing, I never
close the door, but schools are
very, very difficult. Right now,
we are working on building
a new school that is going to
house 1,000 students. If it were
to possibly involve a small
town hypothetically which
only had say 100 students that
would be a different matter.
However while I would never
say never, it would be very
difficult.”
Hawke added, “If you were
to do a study about regionalization, it would take years.
You would have to do studies
which would not be completed
for years and years from now.
They would be about busing,
cost sharing, locations, staffing, parking, traffic flow, and
much more. The studies like
that take a very long time, and
the elementary school building we are currently in discussion with the MSBA about
constructing is being built to
serve the current and future
needs of the city of Gardner,
as the MSBA is very cautious
about over building.”
In closing Hawke said, “It
would be nearly impossible
right now. We would have to
go back to using one of our 100
year old buildings. Combining
with a decent size school system, is very difficult at best.”

his associates filed $19 million worth of
false claims to MassHealth. Healey said
Rite Way offered cash and other “incentive rewards” to MassHealth members
to recruit others to avail themselves of
the company’s services. Also, according to the AG, Davini and Carbonello
allegedly paid existing clients as much
as $50 in cash for each referral. Clients
were also offered Dunkin Donuts and
VISA gift cards for referrals.
Rite Way, which went out of business in September 2015, was headquartered in Westminster, with offices in Winchendon and in Barnstable,
Hampden, Norfolk, and Worcester
counties.
All defendants face fines, imprisonment or both.

Dine Local
Shop local...
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Courtesy photos

Coach Karvonen, Lexi Allard, Coach Findley, Lilly Digman, Justin Thira and Richard Swanson
holding their individual state championship banners which will be hung in the gymnasium.
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MASONRY INC.
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during our personalized learning time,
I guide students through two separate
content areas. I enjoy these periods
because I get to work closely with a
group of students who have acknowledged they need some assistance in that
specific area. I love that my students
are becoming such strong self-advocates. A huge benefit to these workshops as well is that students who have
already mastered that material are free
to advance,” he said.
“Look at it this way. They all learn
at different speeds and the ones who
go on to the next unit, for lack of a
better word, can do that and I don’t feel
guilty and worry they think I’m ignoring them. My small groups look nearly
identical to a traditional classroom. We
take notes together, investigate examples and answer questions together
before advancing onto other material.
The belief kids are doing nothing aside
from staring at a screen all day is just
wrong,” Coleman explained.
“The way we, as a profession, have
taught hadn’t changed a lot in the last
20 years,” reflected science teacher
Andrew Herrick. “Summit is a tool
which helps give me more information
about how students are doing in real
time. That benefits us and them, and
parents. It allows us to organize better.
With Summit, we can tailor our teach-

STATION

Call Teri today
800-536-5836

Week

Chamber of Commerce.
Meetings are open to all
job seekers and are held
on Wednesdays from
1-2 p.m. at the Chamber
conference room, 29
Parker St. 2nd floor,
Gardner. Contact the
Chamber at (978) 6321780.

ing to individuals. And because we
have the data in real time, we can hold
kids accountable before they can move
on. They can’t hide. It’s a real service
for students, better than we’ve ever
been able to do. Now they, and we, see
how they’re doing every day as opposed
to just eight times a year with progress
reports and report cards.”
“And rather than teaching everyone
the same thing at the same time, I can
now use data provided by the platform
to better teach a smaller group exactly
what they need. I teach groups by holding 10-15 minute workshops centered
around the theme of the day, which is
geared towards completing their project,” he said.
“This year my students have been
busy getting their hands dirty and
exploring science through inquiry-based and problem solving based
projects. The majority of these projects are hands-on lessons that do not
involve a computer. Currently students
are exploring how human activity
draws on natural resources and how
these materials impact society. These
are real world problems they will continue to study into college and beyond,”
he stressed.
Harrick added, “No two students are
alike and now, like I said, I have quality
data to be able to pinpoint my teaching
to help specific individuals. I’m a better teacher with Summit. I can say for
sure it’s been a lovely transition,” he
exclaimed.

town more on just the electricity than we make on the eight
customers on that day.”
When asked if shutting off
and turning on both compactors as needed to save power
costs was an option Gallant
replied, “We tried that, and we
kept blowing fuses and needing repairs.”
It was also discovered that
Winchendon residents are
doing so well at the single
stream recycling program,
which has been in operation
roughly 1.5 years that Gallant
said, “The town is actually losing about $10,000 annually in
the sales of trash bags it previously sold, thus adding to the
need for reducing operation-

FOR RENT

GOODRICH
APARTMENTS
Now taking applications.
Call for guidelines. (978)
297-0231. TFN

WANTED

WANTED
Motorcycles,
ATVs,
scooters. Cash paid for
good deals. (978) 2971800. 2.1.19

English teacher Cassie Malliet
observed she sees Summit as a “platform which allows students to learn in
ways which work for them. I do three
workshops a week and they make a
real difference. Yes, there was some
anxiety at first last summer but once
we became comfortable, it was obvious
this was what we wanted.”
“We knew we had to try something
else,” she pointed out. “Test scores
weren’t going anywhere. We sat as a
staff and agreed something new had to
be tried. I think this is working. When
I’m mentoring, I can check on what
every student is doing, and I know
everyone tells you about data in real
time but that makes a big difference.
We’re able to see what’s going on every
day.”
Everyone knows math is seemingly
different anyway but 19 year Murdock
veteran Wendy Cote said it’s even
more unique since “my classroom has
changed a lot from what I am used to,
but not in a bad way. In the past, it
was lecture, note taking and students
helping to solve problems, what we call
a traditional classroom. If you were to
walk into my classroom this year, you
would see me teaching a short lesson
and students working together to solve
problems related to what they had just
learned.”
“I have seen more ‘ah ha’ moments
this year which makes me smile, as I
know the students are making connections with the small lessons.”

al costs. Recycling is a double
edged sword. It’s great and, it’s
working really good, but we’re
losing money because of it.”
By making both the employee and station operational
hours change, the town and
its residents, according to
Gallant, will save money on
several fronts.
First, the transfer station
foreman will no longer be needed for a half day on Tuesdays,
and a full day on Wednesdays,
removing $14,236.56 from the
stations annual operational
costs and shifting it to the DPW
operators budgetary line item.
Gallant said, “This is about
what we need to push this over
the hump and get it back in to

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS
Drum teacher Leon
LaPlante seeks used
instruments and drum
stands to help out high
school students. (978)
297-1250.
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Cote was emphatic. “I know many
people do not really understand the
program and are being told teachers
do not teach, but I can tell you at the
end of the day I am exhausted from
moving from student to student, from
group to group, helping them make
connections.”
ELA teacher Amanda Rodgers had
this take: “My role as a teacher has
changed this year because I am no longer just a teacher in the classroom. I am
also a mentor, a facilitator, a coach, a
guide. There are so many more aspects
of ‘teaching’ in the work that I do as
opposed to last year and with that, I
can help students in new and more
involved ways. With this new teaching and learning, students are able to
access more this year than ever before,
getting to more content and therefore
practicing more relevant skills that
will help them be successful now and
in the future, whatever that might look
like,” she said.
“You can tell it’s making a difference,” noted Malliet. “The energy in
the classroom is so much different than
it was before.”
Said Herrick, “it’s natural sometimes
to be afraid of, wary of, change, and I
think that’s probably been the case for
some parents. But Summit is really
just a new approach to preparing our
students to succeed down the road. It’s
been a challenging but exciting year.”

the black.”
Secondly, this will allow
Gallant and the DPW to now
have that foreman/employee
average.
available for other much needGallant said the town began
ed tasks as the DPW is still
tracking Wednesday station
under staffed at this time.
traffic three months ago. It was
“Now instead of having one
discovered it has only been utijob
going on at a time, now we
lized on average by eight of
will
be able to have two. We
the 888 documented customers
need the help with production
per day, or just one percent
really bad,” said Gallant.
of the total amount of sticker
The third added benefit of
holders. Due to these factors,
the
new changes will be the
Wednesday, March 28 was the
town is now able to keep the
last Wednesday the station was
prices of both transfer station
open for business.
user stickers and trash bags
As both the rubbish and
from going up, and maintain
recycling compactors use
current prices for all customthree phase electrical power,
ers.
Gallant said, “It’s costing the
In other Department of
Public Works developments, executive assistant Wendy Stevens has
confirmed she applied for
and obtained Department
of
Environmental
SUBCRIBE TODAY: Current Complete Local News, Community Events
Protection grants for the
town.
Local Classifieds and Merchant Advertising and Lots More!
Stevens who last year
achieved a grant which
funded small plastic
food composting bins for
transfer station customers, has now again successfully followed up with
two consecutive years of
DEP Recycling Dividend
Programs grants equaling $2,600 for the year
2016, and $4,200 for 2017.
Due
to
Stevens’s
Name ______________________________________________________________
achievement,
Gallant
RATES
said the town is now able
Address ____________________________________________________________
q 26 WEEKS - $22.50
to purchase a 12’ X 20’
City________________________________State___________Zip ______________
wooden shed with a metal
q
52
WEEKS
$45.00
Phone ( ) _________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
q 104 WEEKS - $76.00
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SENIOR RATES
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q 26 WEEKS - $19.50
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q 52 WEEKS - $38.50
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q 104 WEEKS - $62.50

continued from page A1


YARD SALES

roof for the transfer station,
which also has side and front
doors.
The shed is being purchased
for $4,295 from Ole Hickory
Buildings and Blueberry Hill
Sheds of 9 Gardner Road,
Winchendon, and being sold to
the town at almost cost and a
significantly discounted price.
Gallant added, “We want to
say thank you to them for their
discount to the town. It was a
big help.”
Gallant said, “Thanks to
Wendy Stevens hard work, we
now can purchase this shed
which will house more storage
for things like fluorescent light
bulbs, tubes, and other clean
items. The current little shed,
which is running out of room
for these items, will be used for
oils, antifreeze, the really dirty
stuff.”
In closing Gallant said,
“When we went to single
stream, we tried putting an
extra day in hoping it would
produce more income, and
it didn’t work. I went to the
BOS, which also serves as the
Transfer Committee, with support from the town manager on
March 12, and asked if I could
change the hours of operation
because of the lack of business. It made economic sense
to close it on Wednesdays and
save revenues so we wouldn’t
have to raise prices for our
customers. Theses combined
changes will also help tremendously to keep the transfer station in the black.”
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MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage
given by Daniel R. Sweet to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.,
as nominee for Sherwood Mortgage
Group, Inc., its successors and
assigns, dated August 31, 2001 and
recorded with the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
at Book 24759, Page 379 subsequently assigned to Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
by Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. by assignment recorded
in said Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds at Book
45115, Page 331 and subsequently assigned to HSBC Bank USA,
National Association as Trustee for
MASTR Reperforming Loan Trust
2005-1 by Wells Fargo Bank, National
Association, successor by merger to
Wachovia Mortgage Corporation, formerly known as First Union Mortgage
Corporation by assignment recorded
in said Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds at Book
48678, Page 201; of which Mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder
for breach of the conditions of said
Mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing same will be sold at Public
Auction at 12:00 PM on April 9, 2018 at
67 Grove Street, Winchendon, MA, all
and singular the premises described in
said Mortgage, to wit:
The land in said Winchendon, with
the buildings thereon, numbered 67
Grove Street, bounded and described
as follows, to wit: COMMENCING at
a stone monument on the Northerly
side of Grove Street; thence running
NORTHEASTERLY on line of land
formerly of Willard N. Sawyer et ux,
now or formerly or John B. Abood
et al, and land formerly of Marion U.
Gregory, now or formerly of George W.
Gregory et ux, one hundred and thirty-two (132) feet, more or less, to an
iron pin in line of land formerly of John
R. Fisher; thence NORTHWESTERLY
on line of said Fisher land ninety-six
and 525/1000 (96.525) feet, more or
less, to a stone monument; thence
SOUTHWESTERLY on line of land
of Henri M. Prescott one hundred
thirty and 35/100 (130.35) feet,
more or less, to an iron pin in the
Northerly line of said Grove Street;
thence SOUTHEASTERLY on line or
said Grove Street sixteen and onehalf (16-1/2) feet, more or less, to a
stone monument; thence continuing
SOUTHEASTERLY on line of Grove
Street sixty-one and 875/1000 (61.875)
feet, more or less, to the point of beginning. This conveyance is made subject to all restrictions or record which
are now in force and apply. Meaning
and intending to convey and hereby
conveying the same premises conveyed by Mary E. Young to Clarence
L. Lincoln dated April 9, 1915, and
recorded with Worcester District registry of Deeds, Book 2950, Page 280.
For my title see Estate of Marguerite
P. Lincoln, Worcester County Probate
Case No. 270638. Clarence L. Lincoln
died February 22, 1972, as evidenced
by death certificate Recorded herewith, Instrument No. 41156 See Doc
# 135081
The premises are to be sold subject to
and with the benefit of all easements,
restrictions, building and zoning laws,
liens, attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to M.G.L.Ch.183A, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens
and assessments, rights of tenants
and parties in possession.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00)
in the form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or money order will
be required to be delivered at or before
the time the bid is offered. The successful bidder will be required to execute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of the
bidding. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in the form
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s
check or other check satisfactory to
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee
reserves the right to bid at the sale,
to reject any and all bids, to continue
the sale and to amend the terms of
the sale by written or oral announcement made before or during the foreclosure sale. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the deposit paid. The purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. The description
of the premises contained in said mortgage shall control in the event of an
error in this publication. TIME WILL
BE OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms if any, to be announced
at the sale.
HSBC Bank USA, National Association
as Trustee for MASTR Reperforming
Loan Trust 2005-1
Present Holder of said Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,

ORLANS PC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
17-009345
March 16, 2018
March 23, 2018
March 30, 2018

LEGALS

MORTGAGEE’S NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the
Power of Sale contained in a certain
Mortgage given by Richard Warpula
Jr and Christine Warpula to Mortgage
Electronic Registration Systems,
Inc., as nominee for Sherwood
Mortgage Group, Inc, its successors
and assigns, dated July 8, 2002 and
recorded with the Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
at Book 26954, Page 132 subsequently assigned to Chase Home
Finance, LLC by Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc. by assignment recorded in said Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds at Book 45974, Page 82,
subsequently assigned to Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development by
JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A., S/B/M to
Chase Home Finance, LLC by assignment recorded in said Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds at Book 52003, Page 255,
subsequently assigned to U.S. Bank
National Association, not in its individual capacity, but solely as Legal Title
Trust for LVS Title Trust I by Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development by
assignment recorded in said Worcester
County (Worcester District) Registry
of Deeds at Book 55440, Page 375,
subsequently assigned to UMB Bank,
National Association, not in its individual capacity, but solely as Legal
Title Trustee for MART Legal Title
Trust 2015-NPL1 by US Bank National
Association, not in its individual capacity, but solely as Legal Title Trustee
for LVS Title Trust I by assignment
recorded in said Worcester County
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds
at Book 54564, Page 294 and subsequently assigned to U.S. Bank National
Association, not in its individual capacity but solely as Trustee for the RMAC
Trust, Series 2016-CTT by UMB Bank,
National Association, not in its individual capacity, but solely as Legal Title
Trustee for MART Legal Title Trust
2015-NPL1 by assignment recorded
in said Worcester County (Worcester
District) Registry of Deeds at Book
56992, Page 122; of which Mortgage
the undersigned is the present holder
for breach of the conditions of said
Mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing same will be sold at Public
Auction at 1:00 PM on April 13, 2018
at 52 Belmont Avenue, Winchendon,
MA, all and singular the premises
described in said Mortgage, to wit:
Being Lots 21 and 23 on a plan by
George N. Merrill & C. E. dated July
1903, recorded with Worcester District
Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 8, Page
21. The premises are conveyed subject to and with the benefit of all rights,
rights of way, Easements, appurtenances, reservations, restrictions, and
layouts and takings of record, insofar
as they are in force and applicable. For
our right in title see deed of Steven C.
Amenta, Wendy L. Amenta and Gloria
M. Lucas dated July 8, 2002 and
recorded immediately prior hereto.
The premises are to be sold subject to
and with the benefit of all easements,
restrictions, building and zoning laws,
liens, attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to M.G.L.Ch.183A, unpaid taxes,
tax titles, water bills, municipal liens
and assessments, rights of tenants
and parties in possession.
TERMS OF SALE:
A deposit of FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS AND 00 CENTS ($5,000.00)
in the form of a certified check, bank
treasurer’s check or money order will
be required to be delivered at or before
the time the bid is offered. The successful bidder will be required to execute a Foreclosure Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of the
bidding. The balance of the purchase
price shall be paid within thirty (30)
days from the sale date in the form
of a certified check, bank treasurer’s
check or other check satisfactory to
Mortgagee’s attorney. The Mortgagee
reserves the right to bid at the sale,
to reject any and all bids, to continue
the sale and to amend the terms of
the sale by written or oral announcement made before or during the foreclosure sale. If the sale is set aside
for any reason, the Purchaser at the
sale shall be entitled only to a return
of the deposit paid. The purchaser
shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. The description
of the premises contained in said mortgage shall control in the event of an
error in this publication. TIME WILL
BE OF THE ESSENCE.
Other terms if any, to be announced
at the sale.
U.S. Bank National Association, not

in its individual capacity but solely as
trustee for the RMAC Trust, Series
2016-CTT
Present Holder of said Mortgage,
By Its Attorneys,
ORLANS PC
PO Box 540540
Waltham, MA 02454
Phone: (781) 790-7800
17-008661
March 23, 2018
March 30, 2018
April 6, 2018

MORTGAGEE’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power
of Sale contained in a certain
mortgage given by Casey E. Lucier
(the “Mortgagor’’) to Athol Savings
Bank, (the Mortgagee”), having a
usual place of business at 112 Central
Street, Winchendon, MA 01475,
Worcester County, Massachusetts,
dated February 2, 2010 and recorded
with the Worcester District Registry
of Deeds, Book 45421, Page 92 of
which mortgage the undersigned is
the present holder, and for breach of
the conditions of said mortgage and for
the purpose of foreclosing the same
will be sold at Public Auction on the
premises situated at 97 Baldwinville
Road, Winchendon, Massachusetts,
at 11:00 A.M. on the 26th day of April,
2018, all and singular the premises
described in said mortgage, to wit: the
following described land with all buildings, equipment and fixtures now or
hereafter placed thereon:
A certain parcel of land situated on the
westerly side of Baldwinville Road, in
Winchendon, Worcester County,
Massachusetts,
bounded
and
described as follows:
Beginning at the southeasterly comer
thereof, at an iron pin in the westerly
line of Baldwinville Road, at a corner
of land now or formerly of Dennis I. &
Christine M. Ledford; thence
S. 69° 20’ 23’’ W., by said Ledford
land, 350.83 feet to a drill hole in a
stone wall in line of land now or formerly of Rayford R. & Arlene C. Parker;
thence
N. 2° 02’ 42” W., 75.80 feet; thence
N. 1° 55’ 28” E., 137.55 feet to a drill
hole; thence
N. 3° 41’ 56” E., 75.28 feet to an iron
pin at a corner of other land of Emile J.
& Anna M. Duclos, the preceding three
courses being by a stone wall and said
Parker land; thence
N. 77° 21’ 30” E., by said Duclos land,
365.39 feet to an iron pin in a stone
wall in the westerly line of Baldwinville
Road; thence
S. 18° 43’ 40” W., partly by a stone
wall, 97.02 feet; thence
S 8° 40’ 36” W., 25.96 feet; thence
S. 0° 43’ 41” W., 91.53 feet, the preceding two courses being by a stone
wall; thence
S 1° 55’ 46” E., 35.49 feet to an iron
pin at a comer of land of the first mentioned Ledford and the point of beginning, the preceding four courses being
by said road line.
Containing 87,382 square feet.
This instrument creates no new boundaries.
Meaning and intending to convey and
hereby conveying the same premises
conveyed to Casey E. Lucier by deed of
Joseph E.J. Duclose, Jr., Administrator
of the Estate of Lillian M. Greulich,
Worcester County Probate Docket No.
09P2457EA, dated February 1, 2010,
recorded with the Worcester District
Registry of Deeds, Book 45421, Page
90
Said premises are to be sold and
conveyed subject to any and all
unpaid real estate taxes to the Town
of Winchendon Massachusetts, and
to any unpaid liens and assessments
thereon, and subject to and with the
benefit of all restrictions, easements,
improvements, outstanding liens, or
claims in the nature of liens and existing encumbrances of record, created
prior to the mortgage, if there be any.
Said premises will be sold subject
to and/or with the benefit of any and
all restrictions, easements, improvements, covenants, leaseholds, tenancies, occupants, municipal or zoning
regulations or requirements, outstanding tax titles, municipal or other public
taxes, assessments, liens or claims
in the nature of liens, and existing encumbrances of record created
prior to the mortgage or to which the
Mortgage has been subordinated, if
any there be.
No representation is made as to the
existence or non-existence of lead
paint or UFFI at the premises and
Buyer purchases subject to all requirements related thereto.
If the premises are not serviced by
a public sewage system, Buyer will
be solely responsible for compliance
with all Title V Regulations, including but not limited to, any inspection
and upgrade requirements set forth
in 310 CMR (Code of Massachusetts
Regulations) 15.300 through 15.305.
The Mortgagee will offer for sale the
mortgaged premises as an entirety.
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Terms of sale: A deposit of FIVE
THOUSAND AND N0/100 ($5,000.00)
DOLLARS, to be paid in cash, (U.S,
Currency), Bank Certified Check, Bank
Treasurers Check, Bank Cashiers
Check or other official Bank Check,
at the time and place of sale. Such
deposit must be shown to the auctioneer prior to the commencement of
bidding in order to be entitled to bid.
The purchaser will be required to sign
a Memorandum of Sale containing the
above terms and such other terms as
may be announced at the time and
place of the sale. The sale will not be
complete until such deposit is paid and
such Memorandum is signed.
The Purchaser will be required to deliver the balance of the purchase price to
be paid within thirty (30) days of sale,
upon the delivery of the foreclosure
deed at the office of Richard A. Cella,
Esquire, 65 Pleasant Street, P.O. Box
297, Leominster, Massachusetts, at
which time the foreclosure deed and all
related documents will be delivered to
the Purchaser. The Purchaser will be
solely responsible for completing the
filing and recording of all foreclosure
documents as required by applicable
laws and for the payment of all deed
excise stamps and all filing and recording fees.
The Mortgagee reserves the right to
postpone the sale to a later date by
public proclamation at the time and
date appointed for the sale and to further postpone at any adjourned sale
date by public proclamation at the time
and date appointed for the adjourned
sale date.
In the event that the successful bidder
at the foreclqsure sale shall default in
purchasing the within described property according to the terms of this
Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the
Memorandum of Sale executed at the
time of foreclosure, the . Mortgagee
reserves the right to sell the property
by foreclosure deed to the second
highest bidder providing that said second highest bidder shall deposit with
the Mortgagee’s attorney, RICHARD
A. CELLA, 65 Pleasant Street, P.O.
Box 297, Leominster, Massachusetts
01453, the amount of the required
deposit as set forth herein within three
(3) business days after written notice
of the default of the previous highest
bidder and title shall be conveyed to
the said second highest bidder within
thirty (30) days of said written notice.
In the event that the second highest
bidder shall not be interested in purchasing the mortgage premises, the
Mortgagee reserves the right, at its
sole election, to sell the premise by
foreclosure deed to the other qualified
bidders, Mortgagee also reserves the
right, at its sole election, to assume
the bid of any defaulting or declining
bidder.
If the second highest bidder declines
to purchase the within described property, the Mortgagee reserves the right
to purchase the within described property.
Except for warranties arising by operation of law, the sale of the mortgaged property and personal property
is “as is”, “where is” and with all faults,
latent or patent, and subject to all
prior encumbrances. The mortgagee
expressly disclaims all warranties of
merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose and/or regarding title to
the personal property and/or any such
fixtures or other personalty.
The description of the Mortgaged
Premises contained in the Mortgage
shall control in the event of a typographicalerror in this publication.
Subject to such other terms and conditions as may be announced at the
time, date and place of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the
sale.
ATHOL SAVINGS BANK
Present Holder of Mortgage
By Its Attorney,
Richard A. Cella, Esq.
65 Pleasant Street
P. O. Box 297
Leominster, Massachusetts 01453
Telephone No. (978) 537-8214
March 30, 2018
April 6, 2018
April 13, 2018
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Scouts host Easter Bunny breakfast

Greg Vine photos

Boy Scout Daniel Fuller and Troop 193 Committee Chairman Lynn Dellmuth dish out pancakes,
eggs, and sausage to adults and kids hungry for a good breakfast.
“Let’s see...what goes in those things?” Den Leader Paul Musgrave makes sure he’s got the recipe for breakfast down pat as fellow Den Leader Laura Fuller works on a batch of scramble eggs.

The guest of honor greets excited youngsters
at Winchendon Cub Scout Pack 193’s annual
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny. The increasingly popular event was held in the dining hall
of the United Parish Church. It marked the
fifth consecutive year the breakfast, which
helps raise funds for the pack, has been held.

Head chef Christy Solomon cooks pancakes on the grill at Sunday’s Breakfast with the Easter
Bunny.

BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

This past weekend the dining hall of
Winchendon’s United Parish Church
was crowded with kids anxious to meet
the Easter Bunny and adults and children alike anxious to chow down on a
pancake tasty breakfast. Troop Leader
Kevin Fuller said Winchendon Cub
Scout Pack 193, the sponsor of the popular breakfast, raised over $1,000 during
Sunday’s event.
Fuller said the fundraiser was inaugurated five years ago but wasn’t specifically associated with Easter. He
said about 100 people attended that first
breakfast.

“We added the Easter Bunny as an
added attraction last year,” said Fuller,
“and we ended up feeding about 300 people. I anticipate we’ll serve at least that
many again this year.”
Fuller said money raised “goes to
Friends of Scouting, pays for summer
camp, council and district activities,
and general support.”
More than two dozen scouts and adult
troop leaders helped put on the breakfast, which was served from 7:30 to 9:30
a.m.
“We had about 25 to 30 volunteers,”
said Fuller. “Not every one of them
stayed for the whole event. A lot of them
come and go, but we had plenty of help.”

While the popularity of scouting may
have waned in some parts of the country, it is alive and well in Winchendon.
Fuller said currently 60 youngsters
belong to Cub Scout Pack 193 and there
are 27 members of Boy Scout Pack 193.
Cub Scouting is for children in grades
1 through 5, but any child 10 or older
must move on to Boy Scouts.
Fuller said presently several Boy
Scouts are working on becoming Eagle
Scouts. He said brothers Chris and Nick
Lamb and Fuller’s son, Daniel, are closest to achieving the honor.
Boy Scouts meet weekly at American

Legion Eugene M. Connor Post 193
on School street, while the Cubs split
their meetings between the Legion, Toy
Town Elementary School, and United
Parish. To find a Scout program go to
Beascout.org., enter the zip code, and
select a program.

Your Guide To Local Fuel Dealers.
CURRENT PRICE
OF OIL
$

2.529

Hi-Lo Oil, Inc.
1335 Alger Street
Winchendon, MA
(978) 297-4456
Oppure Oil
300 High Street
Winchendon, MA
(800)359-4802

For advertising information
call us
at 978-297-0050

Delivering quality heating oil at the most competitive
price and simplifying the customer experience.
300 High Street, Winchendon, MA 01473
(800) 359-4802 • info@oppureoil.com
$

1.939

HI-LO OIL, INC.

3 CHECK OUR LOW PRICES
3 50 GALLON DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
3 AUTOMATIC OR CALL-INS
3 COMPETITIVE RATES
“Keeping You Warm Since 1989.”

(978) 297-4456

Say it in living color!

OFFICE LOCATED AT
1335 ALGER STREET, WINCHENDON

The Big Picture
Options & Prices
Digital Copy (emailed) $5.00
4” x 6” Glossy Print $5.00
8.5” x 11” Glossy Print $10.00

(please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery by mail)

The world isn’t black and white.
So, why is your ad?

Photo Reprints Available

Call or or Email
Stonebridge Press
for details

Call or email Stonebridge Press
today 508-764-4325
or photos@ stonebridgepress.com
You can also download
your photo reprint form at

www.StonebridgePress.com

