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House tours
this weekend

Divided they stand:
not barriers but warnings
BY KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Residents and commuters alike
have finally obtained a long awaited
key safety feature on Route 140, as
fixed stanchions are now installed
to help reduce illegal passing, and
increase driver awareness.
The project, which began early this
past summer included new drainage,
curbing, replacement of guard rails
where needed, and a complete resurfacing of the 1.18 mile town owned
portion of the heavily traveled thoroughfare, which stretches from its
intersection with Spring Street at the
traffic lights to Teel Road.
After a several month hiatus,
which caused many local residents
to express their feelings and opinions
on multiple social media platforms,
the project resumed in late October
with scrubbing of old lines and the
painting of new, rumble strips placed
on both the exterior and interior portions of both northern and southerly
travel lanes, and the long awaited
lane dividers or median road stanchions. In multiple portions of the
road, opposite lanes are now spaced
farther apart for increased safety.
Originally scheduled to be install
on the town owned portion of the road
only, MassDOT has now overseen the
installation of the traffic stanchions
not only the entire stretch of the road
in Winchendon, but has continued the
highly reflective lane dividers well in
Turn To 140 page
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On Gardner Road (Rte. 140) three foot tall stanchions are now
afixed at 100 foot intervals to help reduce both illegal passing
and speeding.

WINCHENDON — Every
two years the Winchendon
History and Cultural Center
does the town proud by arranging to have local houses and
historic building decked out
for the holidays, then opened
for tours.
This is the year.
On Saturday, Dec. 9 a total
of nine houses and churches
will be open from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. Cost for the self guided
tour is $15.
The first stop will be the
Murdock Whitney House
museum, 151 Front St., where
the ticket booklet can be purchased, allowing access to the
other eight open houses.
The mansion has been
decorated to the rafters, and
this year the trees have been
created by town volunteers.
Creativity has been amazing, from a tree dedicated to
children, a memory tree to
past members, a spritely elf
tree…and magnificent colors,
flowers, and themes unimaginable. Come explore the 20
rooms open to the public this
year.
Main museum is originally
the home of five generations of
industrialists of Winchendon,
enlarged
and
enhanced

as the family became more
wealthy and eventually gifted
to the Winchendon Historical
Society for preservation.
Then cross the street to the
Isaac Morse house for even
more rooms decorated and
enhanced. The toys are here,
and Seppi’s Ice Cream Parlor
will be open for the day. The
gift shop will also be open.
The Morse house was the
home of an architect and
builder, then a businessman
and then doctors who were
held in high esteem in the
community. More recently, a
fine gift shop was located here
before the WHCC was able to
acquire the property for a second site. It is also the home of
the Gardner League of Artists,
who are revamping the carriage house as their future gallery and permanent home.
Now return past the
Murdock Whitney house
to the home known as the
Murdock Sleigh Shop, a
Federalist colonial home now
owned by the Finley family.
Amasa Whitney Jr. married
Mary Murdock, yet another
intertwining of this illustrious
pair of families, and owned
Turn To TOURS page
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Collection bins removed from
Spring Street property
BY KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Photos by Keith Kent

BEFORE & AFTER: This illegal dumping at 49 Spring St. on November 25,
is now gone along with the three steel clothing receptacles, which were
removed by the weekend of December 2

Murdock
benefits
from grant

BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

BY JERRY CARTON

Murdock High School will
be among the beneficiaries of a
more than $1.3 Upward Bound
math and science grant awarded again to Mount Wachusett
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Hickey gets
high grades from BOS

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Turn To

Despite five requests over several months to remove several
large metal donation bins, Mint
Green Planet of Worcester had
failed to comply with removal requests, as unsightly illegal
dumping continued to increase
in frequency at the 49 Spring St.
Despite each of the three
collections bins being clearly
labeled “Clothing and Shoes
Only” with additional warning
labels in red print, people continued to illegally dump at the
busy thoroughfare along Route
12 even in daylight.
The property which also
borders Lake Street, allowing
vehicles to enter and exit the
parking lot from the rear of the
property and aiding in illegal
dumping under the cover of
darkness.
Speaking on Nov. 25 with
Mark Tansey who rents the
property, he explained, “I have
called and spoken to the driver
who collects at the site ‘Todd’
and have requested five times
to have the collection bins
removed. He has told me he will
remove them but it hasn’t happened to this day.”
Tansey gave permission to
have the collections bins placed
there in years prior during his
leasing of the property, but due
to the now often overwhelming
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If Town Manager Keith
Hickey were a graduating
senior he just might, judging
from the grades given to him
by Winchendon selectmen
Monday night, be class valedictorian. Hickey received perfect
grades on all but four of 10 categories considered by selectmen

during his annual job performance review.
Using a scale of 1 to 5, with 5
at the top, Hickey was given a
perfect grade in the categories
of individual characteristics,
professional skills and status,
relations with elected members
of the governing body, citizen
Turn To BOS page

A2

LOCAL

SPORTS

PAGE 9

PAGE 8

Greg Vine photo

The neglected RHI building, though it has enthused new owners, will be
idle a while longer since the anticipated grant for rehab was rejected.

State shoots down
building rehab grant
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

The state Department of
Housing and Community
Development has put the
kibosh to a Community
Development Block Grant
application sought by the
town for the rehabilitation of
what is known locally as the
RHI Building at 212 Central
St. The building has been
vacant for well over a decade
following the move of RHI
(Rural Housing Institute) to
Gardner. Just before relocating, RHI changed its name to
RCAP Solutions, standing for
Resources for Communities
and People.
Winchendon’s Department
of Planning and Development
had been working with
Elm Grove Companies of
Manchester, NH, and local
realtor Michele Peterson
to secure $750,000 in CDBG
monies. The application was
filled out by professionals at
the Montachusett Regional
Planning Commission.
The total cost of the rehab
project was pegged at around
$1.3 million.
In addition to the RHI
Building, the structure is also
known as the Rome Block. It
occupies the northwest corner of Central and Railroad
streets.
Elm Grove wanted to ren-

ovate the first floor of the
two-story building to accommodate four commercial storefronts or offices along Central
Street, and one two-bedroom
apartment at the rear of the
building. The residence
would comply with requirements of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Outdoor
access to the apartment, as
well as entry to the interior of
the building, would have been
from Railroad Street.
Space for two restrooms,
a small kitchen space, and a
storage room would have also
been provided in the rear of
the building.
Plans for the installation
of an elevator were dropped,
according to Planning and
Development Director Tracy
Murphy.
“The state Architectural
Access Board said it wasn’t
necessary,”
explained
Murphy.
The second floor of the
building would have housed
six apartments and a laundry
room.
Elm Grove planned to purchase the neighboring building at 206 Central St. in order
to provide adequate parking for the RHI Building. A
storage facility attached to
the rear of the RHI building
Turn To REHAB page
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WEEKLY QUOTE
You cannot do a kindness too
soon, for you never know how
soon it will be too late.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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He’s the original STEAM punk
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Encouraging an interest in the world
around them. That’s what Murdock
Middle School science teacher Alex
Johnson tries to do with his students
every day, and he’s using the Summit
learning program as an effective tool to
help them.
“I tell them, ‘look outside and tell me
what you see’. They’ll tell me they see
the trees, but I tell them I see the trees
and the insects and the whole environment around those trees. They ask me
how I can see all that and I respond by
telling them all you have to do is go in
with an open mind. For example, we
look at real world problems. Sometimes

BOS

continued from page A1


relations, staffing, supervision,
and fiscal management.
In the area of policy execution Hickey was given an
aggregate score of 4.9, 4.9 on
reporting, 4.8 on staffing, and
4.9 on community.
Selectman C.J. Husslebee
said he gave Hickey a score
of 4.8 in the area of reporting because the board never
received a state Department of
Revenue report the board had
requested during discussions
about a possible intermunicipal agreement with the town of
Templeton.
“Other than that, though,”

they don’t like the building blocks and
want to get to the more exciting things,
but you can’t build something unless
you know what you need to use. So I
remind them about keeping that open
mind through the process.
“That’s what I want them to do in
the classroom, have an open mind and
be willing to look at things from different points of view,” reflected Johnson,
who’s in his third year at MMS.
This year is different. Johnson’s
the STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, Math) specialist, a
position created last summer after the
override vote failed and an entire academic team was lost in the fallout.
“It was Alex’s idea,” said MMS
Principal Jess Vezina.

said Husslebee, “across the
board, I gave him my full support.”
“Mr. Hickey has built a great
team in town hall,” said board
member Mike Barbaro, “and
they make good decisions moving the town in a generally
great direction from where we
started almost three years ago.
My other comment is that our
goal and his goal, it’s abundantly clear, is to pay off the
bond as quick as possible. To
that end, we have done dramatically well for this community, saving us a lot of money
in interest and overall savings
to the school district over the
next six years of $1.2 million.
That is huge for this commu-

HALL RENTALS
Planning a Wedding, Family Gathering, Shower,
Birthday, Anniversary, Meat Raffle, Social
Activity, Fund Raiser, Business Meeting?

The Winchendon American Legion has a hall for you.

Having the Summit program helps
because “it’s like Google on steroids,”
noted Johnson, pointing out that as an
individual-based learning project, students can not only go at their own pace,
but have options from which to choose.
“We’re seeing a transition in understanding because with Summit, the kids
can be very organized,” he stressed.
“Kids are visibly excited by what we’re
doing and how hands-on this is. It’s
important they be invested in what
they’re doing. I’ve see them run up
to mentors really excited about their
progress.”
Johnson has about 70 students per
quarter because everyone in the middle
school cycles through the STEAM program and while he laughingly acknowl-

nity, which is struggling to
get ahead fiscally. I did not
anticipate this financial turnaround.”
Barbaro also praised Hickey
and department heads for
implementing procedures to
collect back taxes.
“I hope the community recognizes that the town manager
and the team he has put together have done remarkably well
for the taxpayers of this community,” said Barbaro.
Selectman
Austin
Cyganiewicz praised Hickey
for his financial management
and for being a visible town
administrator.
“Mr. Hickey has been a truly
engaged manager with the
community,” he said, “attending the Zip Trip and other
town events. When you have a
town manager who is there…
to match a face to the name
I think is nice for town resi-

dents, it’s nice for the community, and I thank him for that.”
Board member Audrey
LaBrie said she marked
Hickey down a bit in the area
of staffing, saying she’d like
to see more updates regarding
the professional status of town
employees as well as any professional training employees
are receiving. Otherwise, she
scored Hickey perfect on the
other nine categories.
“The town is very fortunate
to have acquired his service,”
concluded board Chairman
Barbara Anderson. “We are
aware of how fortunate we
are. His ability to budget and
his fiduciary planning and his
responsibility are his greatest
assets. But his strength also
lies with his ability to connect
with the community and participate in community events.
He comes out for events. He
comes out for ribbon-cuttings.

Local

He worked the Fall Festival
all day long. He is visible. It
speaks volumes and it helps
the town pull together. So, we
do appreciate that.”
Anderson did add that more
of an effort did need to be
made to communicate with the
townspeople.
Hickey later thanked the
board for its strong expression
of support.
In other action, the board
approved a Bring Your Own
Bottle permit application for
the River’s Edge restaurant on
Spring Street. Also approved
was a Junk Dealer: Second
Hand Articles permit application for 2nd Impressions, now
located on Central Street.
The board also voted to
appointed Anderson to the newly-formed Revenue Sharing
Committee.

VVA DONATES TO
MWCC VET STUDENTS

Heroes

Downstairs hall seating 100.
Recently renovated Banquet Hall with dance
floor and stage • Seats 325
Kitchen & Pavilion rentals available
Call after 3:30pm for available dates & reasonable prices
978.297.0754

edged he’s used a cheat sheet early each
quarter to remember names, he likes
the format. That’s because like other
science and for that matter math and
engineering teachers, he knows girls
tend to steer away from those subjects
as they advance academically.
“This way girls become exposed to
science and hopefully maintain an
interest when they get to high school. I
tell them they can do great things.”
Having liked science “since I was a
kid,” Johnson said he’s appreciative,
“when students say to me, ‘I never liked
science before I took your class’. That
makes me feel like I’m connecting with
them. I want them to become educated
citizens,” he remarked.

FOUND HERE!

Courtesy photo

Members of the Gardner-based Chapter 907 of the Vietnam Veterans of America recently
donated $2,000 to the MWCC Foundation to support scholarships for veterans. Pictured from
left are: MWCC Director of Veteran Services Robert Mayer, Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 907 President Jim Benton, MWCC President James Vander Hooven, Vietnam Veterans
of America Chapter 907 Vice President Charles Hodgkinson and Marianne Temes from Friends
of the Vietnam Veterans of America.

GARDNER - Members of Gardnerbased Chapter 907 of the Vietnam
Veterans of America recently donated $2,000 to the Mount Wachusett
Community College Foundation’s
Veterans Memorial Scholarship.
“This donation makes a real difference,” said MWCC President James
Vander Hooven, who accepted the donation on behalf of the college.
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The Veterans Memorial scholarship
was established to assist student veterans and ensure that their service
and sacrifices will not be forgotten.
Scholarship funds are awarded to new
or returning full-time students who
were honorably discharged from the
U.S. Armed Forces, or are currently
serving in the Reserves or National
Guard.
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Eating so others won’t go hungry
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Students from the Winchendon
School will be hosting a ‘hunger banquet’ next Monday, Dec. 11 open to the
public, 6 p.m. at the school’s Ash Street
dining hall, and service learning director Miranda Jennings is hoping the
event will have a two-fold purpose - provide a meal and spark discussion about
food insecurity.
“We want to raise awareness about
this,” emphasized Jennings. “Our
students have worked with the CAC
and Senior Center and so they understand there are food security, or better
phrased, food insecurity issues in town.
We’d like to have people talk about
what more we can do as a community to
address this issue. This hunger banquet
seems like a good place to initiate that

kind of discussion, plus we’re offering
a nice meal. This is more than just
a school project. This is our students
making a viable difference. We’re not
just the so-called ‘school on the hill’.
We’re active participants in the community.”
The hunger banquet is an extension
of the community dinners hosted by
the students the first Monday of every
month and represents a commitment to
acting locally while thinking globally in
keeping with the school’s philosophy.
“We encourage our student leaders in our service learning projects to
take the lead on programs which interest them. Cassie Burdick and Hailey
Guzman have done that. Hailey’s from
the Dominican Republic. Cassie’s from
here in Winchendon. They come from
different places but they’ve found com-

mon ground and share a common concern.
“It’s really important that we look
at those food insecurity issues here.
Hunger is everyone’s responsibility.
Doing what we can to make sure there
is access to healthy food is everyone’s
responsibility. That is what we emphasize to our students and it’s a challenge
they’ve accepted. We’re proud of them
for that. 13 students in their group are
working on this and we’re proud of all
of them,” beamed Jennings.
When school reopens after winter
break next month, Winchendon School
students are planning a ‘Taste of
Nations’ event in late January.
More
information
about
the
December 11 hunger banquet can be
obtained from Jennings at (978) 621-4524
or at mjennings@winchendon.org.

BY JERRY CARTON

With incumbent Rep. Nikki Tsongas
(D) retiring after ten years in the
House of Representatives, the battle
has been joined to succeed her in
Massachusetts’ Third Congressional
district, which includes most of
Winchendon.
As might be expected in a heavily Democratic district, a dozen
of her fellow party members have
declared their candidacy while just
three Republicans have signaled
their intentions. Democrats include
Alexandra Chandler, Abjihit Das,
Rufus Gifford, Steve Kerrigan, Dan
Koh, Barbara L’Italien, Juana Matias,
Bopha Malone, Nadeen Mazem,
Terri Ryan, and Lori Trahan. The
Republicans are Rick Green, Scott
Gunderson, and Louis Marino.
So far, only Koh and Trahan
among the Democrats have released
fund-raising numbers. None of the
Republicans have released any
fund-raising figures.
Parameters of the district were
redrawn following the 2010 census,

putting Winchendon’s precinct 1 in
the Second District while the rest
of the town is in the Third. Gardner
and Ashburnham are also part of
the Third. Ironically the first-ever
congressman from the Third was
Elbridge Gerry, after whom the
term “gerrymandering” was coined,
Gerry having been an early practitioner of drawing complex and presumably partisan district lines. Gerry
also served as Vice-President under
James Madison between 1813 and his
death in 1814. In fact, the American
Revolution began in what is now part
of the district. Some 735,000 residents
currently live in the district.
The portion of Winchendon which
falls into the Second District is represented by Jim McGovern, who was
elected to Congress in 1996 and has
frequently been unopposed since.
Tsongas won a special election in
2007 to succeed Marty Meehan when
the latter resigned to become chancellor of the University of Massachusetts
Lowell. It was close, though. Tsongas
gained just 51% of the vote in that
general election after winning a fourway Democratic primary with 36-per-

cent but enough to make her the
first female member of Congress from
the state since Margaret Heckler.
Tsongas is the widow of former Sen.
Paul Tsongas, who unsuccessfully
sought the Democratic presidential
nomination in 1992.
The district stretches across parts
of Essex and Middlesex counties as
well as a portion of Worcester county.
Koh is a former chief of staff for
Boston mayor Marty Walsh. Trahan
served Meehan in the same capacity. Matias is a member of the state
legislature, Gifford a former US
Ambassador to Denmark. L’Italien is
a state senator.
Koh has raised almost $800,000,
Trahan about $240,000. Matias,
LiItalien and Trahan are openly vying
for an endorsement from Emily’s List,
the national organization supporting
female candidates.
None of the candidates live in the
immediate Winchendon area, the closest being Marino who is a Fitchburg
resident.
The primary is set for next
September 18, the general November
6.

Courier Capsules
NEW
COMMITTEE
FORMED
Winchendon public schools
has formed a School Advisory
Committee. This committee was
suggested by the Department
of Elementary and Secondary
Education as a way to look at
and advise on how best to allocate resources. The committee
will be led by Richard Ikonen,
school Business Manager. The
members are: Steve Sroczynski,
Keith Barrows, Maryalice
Aker, Nicole Landry, Shirley
Chodin, Chris Ricard, Suzanne
Michel, Lisa Paulitzky, Jerry
Carton, and Larry Murphy.

BRASS
QUINTET
CONCERT
Winchendon Winds and the
Unitarian Universalist Church
of Winchendon will present a
special Brass Quintet concert
of holiday-themed music and
poetry on Saturday, Dec. 9 at
4:00 p.m.
Five professional brass
musicians, coordinated by
Winchendon Winds lead trumpet player Jeanne Pocius, will
perform some of your favorite
holiday carols, including “Deck
the Halls,” “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing,” “I Saw Three
Ships” and “Lo, How Rose E’er

Blooming.” Interspersed with
the music, Rev. Inanna Arthen
will give lively readings of some
Christmas poems, including “A
Visit from Saint Nicholas.”
At the conclusion of the concert, UUCW will invite everyone outside to raise voices in
some al fresco carol singing as
the “tree of lights” is turned
on for the first time. Top off
your busy Saturday afternoon
with an entertaining concert
and tree-lighting at UUCW! The
church is located at 126 Central
St., Winchendon. The concert is
free of charge. All are welcome!

GRANT

government almost a half-century ago. The MWCC program was
launched in 2008 and received a
five-year grant in 2012 which was
reauthorized this fall, assuring
MWCC of almost $300,000 in funding annually through 2022.
The program is free for more
than 60 students scattered across
MHS, and Gardner and Athol
high schools who have shown an
aptitude for math and science.
“The program,” said Goss,
“provides a comprehensive academic year and summer bridge
and residential program that is
customized to the needs of each
participant.”

Saturdays and school vacations are reserved for college
tours, monthly STEM-based cultural and academic enrichment
opportunities, “hands-on laboratory activities and STEM-based
field trip, lectures, and other
activities,” she added. Students
also receive “individual success
plan development and follow-up
meetings with academic counselors and program aides, secondary school course selection
advising, after school guidance
and tutoring, alternative education programs, e-mentoring
and workshops,” according to a
press release from MWCC.
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Community College by the federal Department of Education.
“Upward Bound Math and
Science has touched the lives of
many families in North Central
Massachusetts as they search for
ways to provide college opportunities for their children,” said
Angele Goss, director of Upward
Bound Math Science and the
North Central Talent Search at
MWCC.
“The uninterrupted funding
means we can continue to support our families and schools in
providing access to STEM career
exploration and assistance with
the college application and financial aid process,” she added.
Murdock has been a participant in the program for a number
of years.
Upward Bound is designed specifically for first-generation prospective college students as well
as those from low-income families. It’s part of nationwide programs established by the federal

Alvina Blake

January 1, 1909
November 6, 2004

Your life was a
blessing. Your
memory a
treasure. You
will always be
our beautiful angel on our
Christmas tree.
Loved and never forgotten,
All the Family

1st Annual
HOLIDAY FAIR
Saturday, December 9th
9:00am-2:00pm
Unique Vendors - 50/50 Raffle
Homemade Craft Items
Bake Sale
Silent Auction Table
Hosted by:
Memorial School PTO
Memorial School
32 Elmwood Road, Winchendon, MA
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Accuracy
Watch
The Winchendon Courier is committed to accuracy in all its news reports.
Although numerous safeguards are
in place to ensure accurate reporting,
mistakes can occur. Confirmed fact
errors will be corrected at the top
right hand corner of page three in a
timely manner. If you find a mistake, call (978) 297-0050 during normal
business hours. During non-business
hours, leave a message in the editor’s
voice mailbox. The editor will return
your phone call. Or contact the editor at the following email: ruth@
stonebridgepress.news.

Correction

Tsongas’ seat up for grabs
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Winchendon Courier

Stonebridge Press incorrectly identified the author of the front page story
regarding the loss of $250,000 in ambulance fees. That story was written by
correspondent Greg Vine. The Courier
regrets the error.

BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
Route 202 • 196 Glenallen Street
Winchendon

978-297-2495 • 8am-8pm Daily

FULL LINE OF TACKLE
we have all your ice fishing needs!

Holly Bazaar

How blessed we are as a church to have been together
long enough to continue with a timeless tradition.
United Parish
39 Front St., Winchendon MA • 978-297-0616

Sat., Dec. 9th • 9am – 2pm
Attic Treasures, Basket Raffles,
Christmas Vendors,
Crafts & Bake Sale Tables

Luncheon from 11:30 to 1:30

Soups & Chowders, Tuna Salad,
Ham Salad, Egg Salad Sandwiches;
Coffee, Tea, Soda, & Homemade Desserts

Please come join us in the fun!
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VIEWS
Opinion and commentary from Winchendon and beyond

Your Immaturity
is Showing

Editorial

Ghosts of holidays…
A small church nearby is holding
a Blue Christmas service later this
month. It’s quite appropriate really, as
we head further and further into the
season of bell pealing happiness.
As is expected of us all.
Expectations can be hard to live up to;
and harder still for those who already
have difficulties of one sort or another.
Illness, loss, circumstances beyond
one’s control can be feeding into an
unknowable despair.
To expect that person to join into the
jollies is just cruel.
And how can you tell?
How do you know someone is just
“not into” the holidays (and some people really aren’t, don’t push) while others may have real problems.
It is a tough call, and we are usually
so caught up in our own foibles, we
miss signs. But a bit of attention paid
could save heartache.
We babble about holiday shopping,
is the person silent? Are they silent
because they have nothing to say? No
shopping to do? No one to shop for?
We gush about holiday parties, they
stay silent. Have they no where to go?
No one has asked? Will they be home
alone?
Are they older? Much younger? Do
you see them with friends or always
alone? Do they join into groups at the
workplace? At school settings?
Do they need someone? Something?
You?
We hope someone else will notice,
will pick up on the signals, will be the

one to ask if they can help.
There is a two edged fear there, one
that we will indeed be answered with
a relieved yes, and now what have we
gotten ourselves into…or with a snarling no…and we’re left feeling angry or
hurt or wounded or even self righteous
(see, he doesn’t want my help, so tough).
And probably a bit relieved for a different reason altogether…dodged a bullet
there.
Getting involved means having to
continue to be involved. It’s what the
great teachers demand of us. Mother
Theresa said help just one. Buddha and
Jesus said relieve the suffering of one.
But it does usually come with strings
attached. Clever, twisting, controlling
strings we know will bind us in ways
we can’t foresee and may not want.
And yet, those who need us the most,
the desperate and the despaired, will
not usually ask. They don’t actively
seek. They are just there, in our path.
Like the angels sent to test us, and we
must help the least of these to prove our
worth in our own eyes let alone the eyes
of others.
Can you change a holiday from blue
to a happier color? Can you do it with
a gentle smile and a “can I help somehow?” No judgement. No predisposed
expectation of what you will offer or
give. Just the request and the willingness to be available to see where it
might take you.
Another’s dark holiday might brighten your own.

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor are always welcome, and may be sent to
to ruth@stonebridgepress.news, or The Winchendon Courier, 91
Central Street, Winchendon, MA 01475. Be sure to include a
name and residence. Please refrain from sending letters via
fax, and be sure to supply a home address and phone number
to allow for confirmation. Allow at least 48 hours for a response.
Letters must be submitted by noon Friday to ensure publication
in the following week’s issue. Every effort will be made to accommodate late submissions, but inclusion can not be guaranteed. The
rules of good taste and libel will, of course, apply to all submissions. Personal attacks will
not be published. The editor retains the right to edit all letters.

“To the immature, other people are
not real.” – Harry
Overstreet, author,
The Mature Mind
An event was held
at the White House
on Monday of last
week to honor three
aging Navajo veterans of World War II. The three were
among a group of Native Americans who
eventually became known as the Navajo
Code Talkers. During the Second World
War, the U.S. armed services recruited
men from the Navajo nation – and other
Native American nations – to communicate via radio during operations in both
the Pacific and European theatres of
war. Japanese and German codebreakers were unable to decipher their unique
languages, mainly because they are not
based on a written alphabet.
These brave men had risked their lives
in defense of the nation, including in
some of the bloodiest battles of the global
conflict. They should have been treated
with honor and respect, but they were
not. They were instead treated as mere
props for an easy photo op. They were
used by our president to politicize and
exploit what should have been a solemn
for the purpose of taking a cheap shot at
a political opponent.
Never mind that the ceremony was
overseen by a huge portrait of Andrew
Jackson, the president who signed the
Indian Removal Act, which forced Native
Americans off ancestral lands in Florida,
Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi to
lands west of the Mississippi River. The
result was the infamous Trail of Tears.
“You’re very, very special people,”
Trump condescended. “You were here
long before any of us were here. Although
we have a representative in Congress
who they say was here a long time ago.
They call her ‘Pocahontas’.”
I’m almost surprised he didn’t ask
these heroes if they wore feather headdresses, war paint, and loin cloths when
they went in to battle.
Anyway, Trump was of course referring to Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth
Warren, who, during the 2012 senatorial
election, failed to provide documentation
proving family lore that she had Native
American blood in her veins. His insult,
naturally, was not original; it was first

employed by intellectually-challenged former Boston radio talks
one more
show host Howie Carr.
thing
Trump may have
thought it a clever
GREG
joke, but no one – no
one with a whit of
VINE
common sense, that is
– thought it was funny.
Speaking to CBS News, Marty
Thompson, whose great uncle was
a Navajo Code Talker, said, “It was
uncalled for. He can say what he wants
when he’s out doing his presidential
business among his people, but when it
comes to honoring veterans or any kind
of people, he needs to grow up and quit
saying things like that.”
But that would require Donald Trump
to possess the maturity to see other people as real. He has, however, proven time
and again that maturity is a quality in
which he is totally lacking.
Just a day after being sworn in, Trump
stood before a wall dotted with 117
stars at CIA headquarters in Langley,
Virginia. Each star represents an agent
who died in service to the country. Did
he laud their bravery or mourn their
loss? Of course not. Instead, he touted
his “historical” win over Hillary Clinton
and attacked the “dishonest media.”
In July he gave what can only be called
a cringe-worthy speech to the annual
Boy Scout Jamboree in West Virginia.
Disdaining praise for the Scouts for their
contributions to the country, he went
on a tirade, bragging about winning the
state of Wisconsin, capturing a single
electoral vote in Maine, and declaring
that Americans would be saying “Merry
Christmas” again.
Examples of Trump taking a solemn
or praiseful moment for someone else
and somehow making it all about him
are numerous. That’s because he honestly does not see others as real. He does
not see others as deserving of empathy,
respect, or even simple recognition.
The evidence is clear. Every staged
event, every angry tweet, every ill-considered public pronouncement makes it
increasingly obvious that we now have
in the White House the sorriest excuse
for a president this proud nation has
ever seen.
Take Marty Thompson’s advice, Mr.
President, and grow up!

…And

…

A day…and guessing games
For those of a certain age yesterday, December 7, marked the
76th anniversary of the attack on
Pearl Harbor which brought the
United States into World War II.
It’s a day which will indeed, as
FDR said, “live in infamy”, and
it should.
For me though, and for others,
yesterday marked six months
since we lost Courtney. Her
death remains as much of an
open wound today as it did in
June. That wound is never going
to close. The pain may ebb and
flow but it’s never going to go
away. That’s the reality. It’s still
surreal to me, still impossible to
fully process. I doubt I’ll ever be
able to do that. There are still
nights when I suddenly awaken
at 2 a.m. in disbelief and overwhelming sadness. How long
these will last I have no idea.
All I know is how much I miss
her. Six months isn’t a long time,
but some days it seems like forever and others it seems like an

instant ago. I am sustained by the
constant knowledge of how many
people’s lives she touched, even
if just for a moment and by how
her passion to make even a small
difference continues to inspire
so many of those. As legacies go,
that’s a pretty damn good one.
The legacy of the Congress
which is on the verge of coming
together to pass one of the most
draconian pieces of legislation
in history (and that’s not hyperbole) will, down the road, not be
viewed kindly. The failure of progressive voters to show up for the
two most recent midterm elections, especially the one in 2010
which enabled Republicans to
gain control is a major reason the
monstrosity of this “tax reform”
bill exists at all. Republican governors and state legislatures had
the power after the 2010 census to
redraw congressional and legislative districts and did so with a
vengeance. That laid the foundation for the election of a Congress

Journey
of the

Heart
JERRY
CARTON
perfectly willing, eager even, to
screw the vast majority of us in
order to benefit the not-at-all proverbial one-percent.
I don’t know if you’ve looked
at many provisions of the bills
passed in the House and Senate
which now await conciliation
but if you’re a graduate student,
you might find yourself taxed for
work for which you’re not getting
paid. State and local deductions?
There’s a good chance we’ll all be
kissing those goodbye. I guarantee you their next plan is to gut
safety net programs and yes that
includes Medicare and Social
Security.

So what can we do? We can
do what voters in Virginia did
last month - show up. Amazing
things can happen when you simply show up on Election Day.
Granted, they’re also trying to
make it harder to do so but that
just makes it more imperative
we counter their suppression
efforts with a massive turnout
11 months from now. Virginia
led the way. We need to follow
their lead in races for Congress,
for governor and most importantly of all for state legislatures
since there’s going to be another
redrawing of district lines after
the next census in 2020. DJT is
only one of many disasters.
In retrospect I must confess,
and yes Courtney, wherever you
are, I know you’re sighing at how
long it took me to get it - Bernie
Sanders was right - we need a
progressive political revolution,
not the one we got. Don’t forget
- Democratic House candidates
received about a million more

votes than Republican ones in
2016. Only perverse gerrymandering after 2010 allowed the
GOP to retain the House majority. HRC received three million
more votes than DJT. So show up
and vote in your legislative races
- make sure rational humans
who believe in decency and fairness get to draw the district lines
next time.
As for General Flynn’s guilty
plea, we’ll see where that leads.
It’s reasonable to assume Bob
Mueller wouldn’t have given him
such a sweet deal unless Flynn
has the goods on people very
close to or maybe even in the
oval office. DJT, Sarah Sanders
and the rest of those whack jobs
might be able to fool their believers 24/7, but they’re not fooling
Mueller at all. It’s very reasonable to echo Howard Baker, circa,
1973 - “what did the President
know and when did he know it”?
Stay tuned. See you next week.

Battling the electronic Grinch at Christmas
As if the holidays
weren’t already stressful enough for many
people with sending out
invitations, gift shopping, preparing family meals, scheduling
their holiday activities
around work and more,
now there is one more
competitor to add to the
yuletide list, your electronic gift purchasing battle with the internet’s very
own Grinch, the dreaded bot.
That’s right, the bot. What is this
nasty bot? Well only one extremely
efficient cyber program costing you,
the consumer, hundreds of millions
of dollars every year in completely
unnecessary spending.
Who you have to thank as usual
is your greedy fellow human beings

Anything
Near &
Far

who can never seem to
make enough money at
the expense of the common person. However,
this electronic Grinch
doesn’t steal Christmas,
it steals your savings
KEITH
and checking account
KENT
while paying for it.
There are many kinds
of bots on the World
Wide Web. Those which collect information, those which only function
when receiving commands, those
which are malicious, and even those
bots which purchase targeted items in
massive quantities.
Every year we hear about the “Most
Wanted” Christmas toys. Both wealthy
individuals and large buying firms
alike, use a bot specifically designed
to search the internet for those toys at

every company available which sells
them, and then purchase them in massive bulk purchases to deplete the market of the item.
In return, by controlling the items
market share, the person or company inflates prices to incredible markup levels, with some items originally
selling for $250, now selling on the
internet for $2,000 and sometimes even
higher! From the newest video game
system to large Barbie doll houses, it’s
all fair game.
As mother, father, and Santa Claus
can’t find what their looking for in
the store or on a website, it’s almost
always because a person electronically
directed by a bot designed for targeted
large bulk purchasing.
The result, all too often, a family or
person willing to pay top dollar and
more to try to surprise their child, no

matter what the consequence or cost.
While it may already be too late
this holiday shopping season on many
items, don’t fall victim to the urge of
buying severely overpriced gifts, exercise restraint. The best way to beat
price gouging on a targeted toy or item
is to buy it before the holiday rush and
just tuck it away.
Members of Congress are currently discussing the implementation of
legislation which could go a long way
towards protecting consumer’s rights
regarding large bot purchases and consumer market manipulation.
In the meantime, don’t let the holiday squeeze override your logic with
toy hype, or when it comes to your
purse you’re just fueling the bot bite.
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WFD seeking three new full time employees
BY KEITH KENT

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

The
Winchendon
Fire
Department has officially posted it is seeking applications
for employment from qualified potential candidates to fill
three positions of firefighter/
paramedic, with an application deadline of noon Friday,
December 22.
Applications are currently
available at the WFD which
when once returned, should
be accompanied by a letter of
interest or resume.
Candidates should have
minimum qualifications of
Massachusetts certified emergency medical technician
paramedic (or currently in a
paramedic program with certification being obtained per
local 4542 contract); possess a

Massachusetts class-D driver’s
License, and high school diploma or equivalent. Firefighter
I/II training is preferred.
Additional requirements
including but not limited to are
candidates must be nonsmokers, submit to a background
check, pass a firefighter medical evaluation, and also abide
by all WFD standard operating
guidelines.
Funding for the three new
positions was made possible as
Winchendon was one of only
300 fire departments nationwide to receive the SAFER
(Staffing for Adequate Fire &
Emergency Response) grant
for $423,980 over three years.
The grant significantly funds
75 percent of employment cost
in the first two years, with
the town of Winchendon pick-

ing up the other 25 percent or
remaining $263,557. The split in
the third year is 35/65.
Chief Thomas Smith, who
wrote the grant application,
also serves locally as an adjunct
professor at Mount Wachusett
Community College teaching
fire science.
Currently the fire department has eight full time
employees, the chief, deputy
chief, and three two person
teams of firefighter/paramedics or EMTs, which work on 24
hour rotational shifts.
When being considered for
the grant, an independent
study was conducted by FEMA
which determined the department was understaffed based
on its call volume, types of calls,
and other criteria. An additional audit by the accounting firm

Roselli & Clark also concluded the same findings. It was
the R&C auditor’s opinion that
adding staff it would not only
add revenue in various areas
for the town, but also provide
improved emergency service
response to and for the community.
Smith said, “By having this
new third staff member on each
rotational shift, it will allow us
to be able to send both ambulances to two separate calls if
needed, as the third person will
now be able to drive the ambulance to the second potential
call, and have an on-call department member meet them on
the scene. This will allow the
department to increase revenue, buy not having to give
up calls to other emergency
service providers.

Other cost savings would
include but are not limited to
not having to tone-out for the
full department by having the
third person on the rotational
shift, saving the department
$5,000 annually. Additionally,
inspection and permit fees will
also increase by at least $8,000
by combining inspection fees
and potential re-inspections,
and combining the proposed
ambulance fees increases with
the SAFER grant would add
$162,000 per year.
Smith said, “The applications for the three new positions have been coming in
steadily, and we welcome as
many people as possible who
are qualified to apply, so the
town can have the very best
candidate pool to choose from
Turn To

WFD
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Work on town water tanks completed
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Both of Winchendon’s million-gallon tanks should be
back on line and supplying
drinking water to businesses
and residents within the next
week or two. Repairs to the
tanks began in May.
Inspections last year found
both tanks had suffered significant gouging on the interior
walls, and that a metal ladder
inside the High Street tank had
also sustained significant dam-

age.
The damage was the result
of thick ice scouring the walls
as water levels rose and fell
during the cold winter months.
The movement of the ice also
caused the ladder in the High
Street tank to buckle and bend.
The repair work, including
the installation of an “agitator”
at each of the tanks, was done
for a cost of just under $150,000.
Nearly $43,000 of that amount
was covered by insurance. The
balance was paid for via a bond
approved by voters at the fall

2016 special town meeting.
The agitators are devices
which keep water inside the
tanks moving, thus preventing
freezing. The agitators will run
year-round.
“The company that makes
them said it’s not a good idea
to stop and re-start them,” said
Public Works Dir. Al Gallant in
an earlier interview.
The repair work was done
by DN Tanks of Wakefield, the
company that built the tanks
some three decades ago. Work
on the tanks began in 1987 and

they were tied into the water
system in 1989.
Repairs to the Elmwood
Street tank were started in
May and completed in late July
or early August. Work then
proceeded on the High Street
tank. That job was finished a
couple of weeks ago and the
task of re-filling the tank was
just completed.
According to Gallant, samples will be taken from the tank
next Tuesday and sent to the
state for testing. Once the state
has certified the safety of the

View from the Tower
SUBMITTED BY SUE POLCARI

Hello Readers! This is the start of a new column,
established to alert the community to the activities
taking place at Murdock High School and Murdock
Middle School.
American Red Cross Blood Drive – Monday,
December 11th – Sponsored by the student council.
Appointments can be made by emailing Stephanie
Rondeau at srondeau@winchendonk12.org. or
walk-ins welcome as well.
National Honor Society Induction – Wednesday,
December 13th at 6:00.
The 1st Harper Grace Scholarship Basketball
Tournament – Thursday, December 14th beginning at 6:00 at Murdock High School gymnasium.
Sponsored by MABL
Can and Bottle recycling – Saturday,
December16th, 8:00-12:00. Located in the parking lot in front of Rite Aid on Central Street.
Sponsored by the 7th grade class to raise funds
for Camp Takodah. Camp Takodah is an outdoor educational experience (similar to “Nature’s
Classroom” which may be more familiar to some
of you). A truly great experience for our children
and no electronics allowed!! Consider bringing
your returnable bottles and cans to help support
this program.
Choral and Band Concert – Thursday, December
21st
Under the direction of Aly Galipeau, the high
school and middle school choruses will perform as
well as the Chamber Singers, and the High school
and Middle school combined band. Come out

Customers
can’t find
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can’t
see you
Get seen
every week
by thousands
of people!

Call us today
to reserve
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800.536.5836

for some musical entertainment and support the
Murdock music program!
The Morton E. Converse Tournament of Plays
took place last week-end. All classes performed
well, but it was the Junior class (Class of 2019)
who took home the trophy for Best Play. The
sophomore class (Class of 2020) received the award
for Best Ensemble. Other trophies awarded were:
Best Actor: Alex Marshall (2018) and Robyn Ufema
(2019). Best supporting actor: Lily Hunt (2019)
and Justin Thira (2021). Most Entertaining Actor:
Phebe Shippy (2019) and Cassidy Stadtfeld (2020).
Best Costumes/Make-up: Class of 2021. Best Set:
Class of 2020. The judges also unofficially recognized 2 other performances: Jack Polcari (2021)
with “Oh my God, how did you remember all those
lines so well?!”, and Jack Newbrough and Lindsey
Gemme (2019) with “The Best Worst Couple”.
This event is reportedly the longest running one
act festival in Massachusetts! Keep it in mind for
next year: very entertaining!!
By the way, a big thank you to everyone who
made clothing, shoes and/or book donations for
the Murdock Sports Boosters fundraiser in conjunction with the Epilepsy Foundation. A special
thank you to J. G. who probably could have opened
her own library or book store with the number of
donated books.
We achieved the minimum number of bags of
clothes (150), thanks in part to the last minute
donations in response to my urgent plea! THANK
YOU!!

water, it will again be flowing
into the municipal water supply.
During the repair work,
Winchendon experienced an
upsurge in water main breaks
community-wide. Gallant said,
after speaking with several experts, it was determined
work at the tanks caused
changes in pressure in the
water lines. He said it’s hoped
the number of breaks will drop
now that repairs have been
affected.
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Editor’s Note: The information contained in this police log was obtained
through public documents kept by the
police department, and is considered to
be the account of the police. All subjects
are considered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.
Police agencies can no longer print
the names of people who are arrested or
charged with domestic assault related
charges. The new law is designed to protect victims, so they are not re-victimized
through indirect identification.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
12:47-1:23 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:26 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), verbal warning; 1:41-1:59 a.m.:
buildings checked, secure; 5:44 a.m.:
investigation (Gardner Road), services rendered; 5:49 a.m.: ambulance
(Ready Drive), transported; 8:14 a.m.:
assault (Polly’s Drive), report taken;
9:25 a.m.: investigation (Teel Road),
info taken; 10:02 a.m.: animal complaint
(Gardner Road), canceled; 10:05 a.m.:
assist other PD (West Street), unable
to locate; 11:05 a.m.: larceny (Webster
Street), Bryan Matthew Arsenault, 32,
17 Webster Street, Winchendon, larceny of credit card, larceny over $250,
report taken; 1:10 p.m.: summons service (Washington Avenue), served; 1:57
p.m.: building checked, secure; 2:16 p.m.:
lift assist (Central Street), services rendered; 2:20 p.m.: investigation (Central
Street), spoken to; 3:12 p.m.: trespassing
(Mill Street), spoken to; 5:32 p.m.: fire/
box alarm (Hospital Drive), services
rendered; 5:34 p.m.: erratic operation
(School Street), unable to locate; 5:54
p.m.: animal complaint (Brooks Road),
referred to ACO; 5:59 p.m.: mv stop
(Central Street), verbal warning; 6:23
p.m.: vandalism (Pond Street), report
taken; 6:48 p.m.: investigation (School
Street), unable to locate; 7:15 p.m.: disabled auto (Gardner Road), no service
necessary; 7:24 p.m.: mv stop (Central
Street), verbal warning; 7:27 p.m.: mv
stop (Elmwood Road), verbal warning;
7:41 p.m.: mv stop (Baldwinville State
Road), verbal warning; 9:06 p.m.: ambulance (Whitney Street), transported;
9:42 p.m.: mv stop (Central Street), verbal warning; 10:12 p.m.: burglar alarm
(Gardner Road), secured bldg.; 10:56
p.m.: assist other agency (Crestwood
Drive), services rendered.
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
12:40-2:23 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 5:39 a.m.: investigation
(Gardner Road), Casey T. Davidson,
30, 9 Old Gardner Road, Winchendon,
warrant arrest x 2, shoplifting by
asportation, arrest; 7:08 a.m.: ambulance (Lakeshore Drive), transported;
8:00 a.m.: harassment (Kemp Street),
report taken; 8:25 a.m.: investigation
(Hill Street), report taken; 12:00 p.m.:
illegal dumping (Robbins Road), report
taken; 12:22 p.m.: assist citizen (Spring
Circle), advised legal help; 12:25 p.m.:
animal complaint (Baldwinville Road),
returned to owner; 1:57 p.m.: burglar

Police Log
alarm (Eli Drive), canceled; 2:10 p.m.:
erratic operation (Alger Street), spoken to; 4:00 p.m.: investigation (Central
Street), spoken to; 4:03 p.m.: officer
wanted (Main Street), spoken to; 4:27
p.m.: animal complaint (Hyde Park
Drive), referred to ACO; 8:12 p.m.: mv
stop (Grove Street), Allen E. Champney,
28, 36 Clark Road, #2, Winchendon, op
w/suspended license, unlicensed operation; report taken; 9:00 p.m.: suicide
threat (Black Bridge), transported to
hospital; 9:13 p.m.: mv stop (Central
Street), verbal warning.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30
12:44 a.m.: building checked, secure;
12:46 a.m.: mv stop (Gardner Road),
verbal warning; 1:15-1:57 a.m.: buildings checked, secure; 1:58 a.m.: suspicious person (Gardner Road), gone
on arrival; 1:59 a.m.: building checked,
secure; 5:40 a.m.: burglar alarm (Alger
Street), secured bldg.; 7:08 a.m.: fire
alarm (Linden Street), no service necessary; 7:59 a.m.: threats (Juniper Street),
info taken; 8:40 a.m.: ambulance (Pond
Street), transported; 11:53 a.m.: illegal
dumping (Robbins Road), report taken;
1:01 p.m.: summons service (Pleasant
Street), served; 1:34 a.m.: burglar alarm
(Robbins Road), secure; 2:53 p.m.: animal complaint (Maple Street), referred
to ACO; 3:18 p.m.: welfare check/elderly (Cabot Road), spoken to; 3:53 p.m.:
investigation (Robbins Road), spoken
to; 4:30 p.m.: threats (Juniper Street),
report taken; 4:50 p.m.: investigation
(Spring Street), spoken to; 5:09 p.m.:
burglary/b&e (Laurel Street), report
taken; 7:52 p.m.: investigation (School
Street), unable to locate; 8:21 p.m.:
lift assist (Lakeview Drive), services
rendered; 8:37 p.m.: mv stop (Gardner
Road), written warning; 8:54 p.m.: mv
stop (River Street), written warning;
9:15 p.m.: false ID (Oak Street), referred
to other PD; 9:56 p.m.: drug/narcotics
violation (Goodrich Drive), spoken to;
11:52 p.m.: suspicious (other) (Gardner
Road), services rendered.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
1:20-2:42 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 7:11 a.m.: suspicious mv (Mellen
Road), no service necessary; 8:32 a.m.:
fire/box alarm (Pleasant Street), services rendered; 8:36 p.m.: summons service (Glenallan Street), unable to serve;
9:26 a.m.: info/general (Main Street),
info taken; 9:39 a.m.: animal complaint
(Spruce Street), referred to ACO; 9:41
a.m.: investigation (Cabot Road), no
service necessary; 10:05 a.m.: mv stop
(Gardner Road), verbal warning; 10:10
a.m.: officer wanted (Liberty Drive),
spoken to; 10:15 a.m.: info/general
(Royalston Road North), advised officer; 11:45 a.m.: assist other agency (Mill
Street), services rendered; 12:29 p.m.:
summons service (Glenallan Street),
unable to serve; 3:34 p.m.: disabled mv
(Lakeview Drive), removed traffic haz-

ard; 3:43 p.m.: mv towed (Main Street),
spoken to; 4:03 p.m.: accident (Pleasant
Street), spoken to; 4:17 p.m.: burglar
alarm (Glenallan Street), secure; 4:27
p.m.: animal complaint (High Street),
referred to ACO; 4:29 p.m.: animal
complaint (Central Street), referred to
ACO; 7:23-7:31 p.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 8:38 p.m.: suspicious person
(Grove Street), secure..
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
12:00 a.m.: threats (Mill Street), spoken to; 1:04-2:17 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 3:00 a.m.: assault (Glenallan
Street), report taken; 6:37 a.m.: assist
other agency (Ready Drive), info taken;
8:15 a.m.: missing person (Cedar Street),
report taken; 8:52 a.m.: bolo (Glenallan
Street), advised officer; 9:15 a.m.: fire
alarm (Hyde Park Drive), referred; 9:57
a.m.: suspicious mv (Central Street),
unable to locate; 10:13 a.m.: summons
service (Brown Street), unable to serve;
10:16 a.m.: summons service (Hitchcock
Road), unable to serve; 10:18 a.m.: summons service (Royalston Road North),
served; 10:34 a.m.: summons service
(West Street), unable to serve; 10:38
a.m.: summons service (Pearl Drive),
served; 10:41 a.m.: summons service
(Glenallan Street), served; 10:42 a.m.:
summons service (Mill Street), served;
10:50 a.m.: burglary/b&e (Front Street),
report taken; 10:59 a.m.: summons service (Glenallan Street), served; 11:18
a.m.: officer wanted (Hitchcock Road),
info taken; 2:20 p.m.: summons service
(Beech Street), served; 2:26 p.m.: harassment order service (Old Gardner Road),
served; 2:37 p.m.: burglary/b&e (Lincoln
Avenue Extension), report taken; 4:03
p.m.: officer wanted (Central Street),
services rendered; 5:09 p.m.: runaway
(Polly’s Drive), returned to home; 7:33
p.m.: erratic operation (Spring Street),
unable to locate; 8:08-8:15 p.m.: buildings checked, secure.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
1:04-1:17 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 1:41 a.m.: noise complaint (Mill
Street), spoken to; 5:07 a.m.: assist other
agency (Ready Drive), info taken; 8:28
a.m.: accident (Lincoln Avenue), report
taken; 9:16 a.m.: disturbance (Front
Street), no service necessary; 9:22 a.m.:
welfare check/general (School Street),
message delivered; 9:28 a.m.: ambulance (Ipswich Drive), transported;
10:29 a.m.: animal complaint (Hitchcock
Road), assisted; 10:37 a.m.: fire alarm
(Old Centre), services rendered; 11:04
a.m.: mv stop (High Street), citation
issued; 11:11 a.m.: traffic hazard (Ash
Street), services rendered; 11:31 a.m.:
mv stop (Gardner Road), verbal warning; 11:40 a.m.: registration check (King
Phillip Way), services rendered; 11:49
a.m.: registration check (Ash Street),
spoken to; 12:13 p.m.: mv stop (River
Street), citation issued; 12:25 a.m.: officer wanted (Spring Street), assisted;
12:44 p.m.: animal complaint (Central

Street), assisted; 1:34 p.m.: summons
service (Hitchcock Road), served; 1:51
p.m.: summons service (West Street),
served; 1:59 p.m.: summons service
(Brown Street), served; 2:16 p.m.: property found (Central Street), advised
officer; 2:20 p.m.: summons service
(Pleasant Street), served; 3:29 p.m.:
info/general (Front Street), info taken;
3:57 p.m.: mv stop (Lincoln Avenue),
written warning; 6:21 p.m.: mv stop
(Goodrich Street), Allen E. Champney
III, 28, 36 Clark Road, Winchendon, op
w/suspended license, unlicensed op of
mv, failure to stop/yield, arrest; 7:12
p.m.: officer wanted ( Highland Street),
report taken; 8:23 p.m.: repossess mv
(Whitney Street), info taken; 8:28 p.m.:
animal complaint (Juniper Street), no
service necessary; 8:42 p.m.: suspicious
mv (Gardner Road), spoken to; 9:51
p.m.: harassment order violation (Old
Gardner Road), Kevin M. Labarge, 53,
11 Old Gardner Road, Winchendon, violation of harassment prevention, criminal harassment, arrest.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
1:08-1:26 a.m.: buildings checked,
secure; 3:04 a.m.: ambulance (Norther
Heights Drive), services rendered; 5:18
a.m.: assist other agency (Ready Drive),
services rendered; 7:24 a.m.: erratic
operation (Gardner Road), spoken to;
8:36 a.m.: ambulance (Linden Street),
transported; 9:03 a.m.: assist other agency (School Street); 9:08 a.m.: license plate
missing/stolen (Pearl Street), report
taken; 9:14 a.m.: harassment (Gardner
Road), report taken; 9:31 a.m.: mv stop
(Gardner Road), verbal warning; 10:32
a.m.: harassment (Lincoln Avenue),
report taken; 10:38 a.m.: abandoned mv
(Spring Street), report taken; 11:03 a.m.:
illegal dumping (Brown Street), report
taken; 12:30 p.m.: vandalism (Glenallan
Street), report taken; 12:41 p.m.: officer wanted (Maple Street), advised
civil action; 1:30 p.m.: illegal dumping (Lakeview Drive), report taken;
1:51 p.m.: summons service (Academy
Street), served; 1:55 p.m.: info/general (Ash Street), assisted; 2:15 p.m.:
accident (Front Street), report taken;
2:34 p.m.: building checked, secure;
2:43 p.m.: welfare check/elderly (Main
Street), spoken to; 3:10 p.m.: info/general (Central Street), info taken; 3:54 p.m.:
building checked, secure; 4:07 p.m.:
assist citizen (Clark Road), property
returned; 4:55 p.m.: mv stop (Goodrich
Street), verbal warning; 5:06 p.m.: mv
stop (Goodrich Street), verbal warning; 5:20 p.m.: mv stop (Baldwinville
State Road), verbal warning; 5:35 p.m.:
traffic hazard (Main Street), unable
to locate; 6:02 p.m.: harassment (Mill
Street), report taken; 6:23 a.m.: mv stop
(Goodrich Street), written warning; 6:53
p.m.: mv stop (Central Street), verbal
warning; 8:25 p.m.: DPW call (Central
Street), referred; 9:50 p.m.: mv stop
(Forristall Road), verbal warning; 11:56
p.m.: investigation (Glenallan Street),
spoken to; 11:59 p.m.: info/general
(Glenallan Street), info taken.

WFD members receive suicide prevention training
BY KEITH KENT
COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Members of the Winchendon Fire
Department attended QPR training on
last week to better help understand,
detect, and respond to those at risk of
contemplating or committing suicide.
he 1.5 hour course in Question,
Persuade, and Refer was taught by Melida
Arredondo, MHP and executive director
of the Arredondo Family Foundation.
The foundation mission statement
reads, “To empower military families
in the prevention of military related
suicides and to provide support though
education, financial relief, and support
services.”
An equally powerful slogan reads, “For
those who mourn, For those who sacrifice, For those who dream.”
The Arredondo family is all too personally familiar with the topic of suicide,
suffering the loss of not one, but two
children; with their 20 year old eldest son,
Lance Corporal Alexander Arredondo
losing his life on August 25, 2004 in the
Iraq War, and Brian Arredondo committing suicide on December 9, 2011, after
a battle with depression and narcotics
brought on by his brother’s death.
Arredondo said, “Had my husband
and I known what the signs were, had

we known what some of the key trigger
words or phrases were, Brian may still be
with us today.”
Arredondo’s husband, Carlos, is well
known for quickly leaping in to action
during the April 15, 2013 near the Boston
Marathon Bombings finish line and coming to the aid of critically injured victims.
Melida Arredondo explained, “The
basics of QPR are asking a person if they
are having suicidal thoughts, having a
conversation with them or persuade, and
then referring them to the appropriate
people or parties. It is not intended to be
counseling or treatment. It is intended to
be a conversation, which occurs to either
work with or convince somebody to get
them to the next step. When you are able
to have a conversation with the person,
you are able to reduce their stress levels,
and help get them the appropriate intervention.”
Examining verbal clues phrases were
discussed such as, ‘I wish I were dead,
I’ve decided to kill myself, I am going to
commit suicide, I am going to kill myself,’
and ‘If “such and such” doesn’t happen,
I’ll going to kill myself’.
Indirect verbal clues to watch out for
are ‘I’m tired of life, I just can’t go on,
My family would be better off without
me, who care is I am dead anyway, I just
want out, I won’t be around much longer,
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and pretty soon you won’t have to worry
about me.’
Discussing
“Behavioral
Clues”
Arredondo listed, a previous suicide
attempt, acquiring a gun or stockpiling
pills, co-occurring depression, hopelessness, moodiness, putting personal affairs
in order, giving away prized possessions,
sudden interest or disinterest in religion,
drug or alcohol abuse, or a relapse after
recovery, and unexplained anger, aggression, or irritability.
Arredondo emphasized, “When asking
somebody if they are thinking about or
contemplating suicide, how you ask the
question is less important than that you
ask it.”
Processes where addressed such as,
If in doubt don’t wait, be persistent if
the person is reluctant, make sure you
talk to the person alone or in a private
setting, allow the person you’re talking
with to talk freely, make sure you give
the conversation plenty of time, and to
have the name of any counselor’s, phone
numbers, or other important information
ready if needed.
Other factors such as, “Suicide is not
the problem, only the solution to a perceived insoluble problem,” as well as
never rush to judgement, and offer hope
in any form to aid in persuading the person to seek help.
Additional tools were discussed such
as offering to go with the person to get
help, and to ask them to consider not
attempting suicide until they have found
some help and given it a chance.”
Arredondo said, “Your attempt and
making the effort to listen will help rekindle hope, and make all the difference.”
It was explained that the best referral
is always taking a person who is contemplating suicide directly to get help. The
second best referral is to get the person to
commit to accept help, and then making
arrangements to get that help. Lastly, if
the first two are not an option, to try to
get a “Good Faith” commitment to not
attempt suicide, and provide that person
with referral information.
“Applying QPR you plant the seeds of
hope, and hope prevents suicide,” stated a passionate Arredondo also adding,
“Keep this number on you at all times.
The National Suicide Prevention lifeline
is (800) 273-8255. If calling for veterans,
along with their families and friends,
press 1.
Upon the end of class each WFD member was presented with a QPR Gatekeeper
Certificate, valid for three years, in recog-

Keith Kent photo

Melida Arredondo asks WFD members if certain words or phrases sound like keys or triggers which would indicate a person is likely
contemplating suicide.  

nition of training received in the QPR
Suicide Prevention Gatekeeper Program.
Arredondo after the class was asked
what her personal perspective was seeing
others now trained in QPR increasing
their chances of helping others in need.
Arredondo replied, “Usually I read the
‘Post Surveys’ and usually they are very
positive overall. What I take away from
it is that people are learning something
that they hadn’t known before, that they
hadn’t thought about. Every person going
through this course can have the tools to
prevent a suicide, and that is a power a
layperson can have. They feel empowered, and can now truly make a difference.”
WFD Chief Tom Smith added, “The
most important part I took away from
this is that it allows our fire fighters to
provide a better service to the patients in
the back of the ambulance. It allows us
to take our town residents or any other
patient, and hopefully steer them in the
right direction so that we can get them
the services they need or should have
available.
To learn more about QPR and the benefits of its teachings on the internet, please
visit www.qprinstitute.com or call (800)
273 - TALK of you feel you are at risk.
If you would like to know more about
the Arredondo Foundation work with
military families and more, please visit
it on the internet at www.arredondofoundation.org
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OBITUARIES
Isaac J. Bastarache, 89
SOMERVILLE, TN — Isaac J.
Bastarache, age 89, formerly of
Fitzwilliam, died peacefully Monday
morning, December 4, 2017 in
Somerville, TN.
He was born in Bouctouche, New
Brunswick, Canada on December 18,
1927, son of the late Alfred and Amanda
(Savoie) Bastarache.
Isaac was a skilled carpenter and a
jack-of-all-trades. He enjoyed hunting
and fishing and was a 46 year member
of the Leominster Sportsman Lodge. He
had lived in Leominster for many years
and previously in Waltham before moving to Fitzwilliam several years ago.
For the last two years, he had lived in
Somerville, TN.
His wife, Corinne (Allain) Bastarache

died in 2006. He leaves two sons, David
Bastarache of Leominster and Roy
Bastarache of Littleton; his grandchildren, Amanda Padilla, Jacob
Bastarache, and Sarah Beal; three great
granddaughters; three brothers, Andre,
Gerald & Adelard Bastarache; three
sisters, Norma Robichaud, Liliane
Bourque, and Huburte Cortmier. He
was predeceased by a grandson, Jacob
Bastarache, his brothers, Harvey, Ivan,
Romeo & Aurelle Bastarache and his
sister, Anita Babineau.
Funeral services are private and will
be held at the convenience of the family.  
Stone-Ladeau Funeral Home, 343
Central Street, Winchendon is assisting
the family with arrangements.

William E. ‘Bill’ Fohy III of Gardner; 80
GARDNER — William E. “Bill” Fohy
III, age 80, of Gardner, died peacefully
Wednesday, Nov. 22, 2017 in Life Care
Center of Leominster with his son by
his side.
Born in Fitchburg
on May 19, 1937, he
was the son of the late
William E. Fohy Jr.
and Anna (Racette)
Fohy.
Bill graduated from
Notre Dame High
School of Fitchburg
with the Class of 1956,
and later received his
Bachelor’s of Science
degree in business
from Stevens Business
College
He was employed
by Data Guide Cable
Corporation
of
Gardner for 12 years,
retiring in 2004. He was previously
employed by Huntsman Chemical Co.
of Leominster and Foster Grant Co.,
Inc. of Leominster.
Bill was a member of St. Joseph’s
Church of Fitchburg. He was also a
member of the United States Army.
Bill was an avid outdoorsman who

enjoyed fishing and golfing. He was
a huge fan of all New England sports
teams, and a lover of all animals. He
especially enjoyed spending time with
family and friends.
He was predeceased by his wife, Mary
Ellen (Marnane) Fohy who died in 2014.
Bill leaves three sons, William Fohy
IV and his wife Beth of Winchendon,
John Fohy of Washington state, and
Patrick Fohy of Gardner; two grandchildren, Cecelia Hallquist and Jacqueline
Fohy; three great-grandchildren,
Madison, Elise and Isla; and several
cousins.
Graveside Services will be private
and held at the convenience of the family.
Memorial contributions may be made
to Gardner Animal Control Facility,
(with checks made payable to City of
Gardner Shelter Fund), c/o Board of
Health, 95 Pleasant Street, Room 29,
Gardner, MA 01440. Please reference in
memory of William E. Fohy, III.
The family would like to extend a
special ‘thank you’ to the staff at Life
Care Center of Leominster whose care
and compassion made Bill’s final years
that much better. www.boucherfuneral.
com.

Donald H. Musgrove, 83
LUNENBURG — Donald H. Musgrove
83 of Lunenburg, passed away Thursday,
November 23, 2017 at his residence.
He was born May 6,
1934 in Winchendon,
son of George and
Edith
(Jollimore)
Musgrove. He was
raised in Fitchburg.
He attended and graduated from Fitchburg
High School Class of
1953. He served on
active duty in the
Army from 1954 to
1956 and was honorably discharged from
the Army Reserves
in 1962. Don worked
for over 35 years as a
papermaker at the former Fitchburg Paper
Co. and also worked part time as a gas
attendant for over 50 years at Montuori
Gas Stations.
He enjoyed traveling with his beloved
wife Dorothy, as well as taking many

family vacations, going to Foxwoods,
and buying scratch tickets. At home he
spent time in his vegetable garden and
yard.
He is survived by his children,
Linda Maroni and husband Michael of
Leominster, Stephen Musgrove and wife
Cathy of Winter Garden, Florida, Paul
Musgrove and wife Lisa of Winchendon,
his brother Robert Musgrove, grandchildren, Amanda, Marissa, Michael,
Steven, Daniel, Thomas, Ashlyn, and
Ethan. He also leaves several nephews
and nieces.
He was predeceased by his wife of 57
years Dorothy (Caouette) Musgrove in
2014, and his siblings, Mabel (Sue) Day,
Ernest and Kenneth Musgrove.
His funeral was held on Tuesday
December 5, 2017 with services in The
Lavery Chartrand Alario Funeral
Home. Interment followed in St.
Bernard’s Cemetery, Fitchburg.
The Lavery Chartrand Alario Funeral
Home, 99 Summer St., Fitchburg, is
directing. Michael S. Alario Owner Director.

SEND OBITUARIES at no charge to Editor Ruth DeAmicis, by faxing (978) 297-2177,
or by e-mailing the editor at ruth@stonebridgepress.news.
We also invite funeral directors and families to e-mail us a JPEG photograph to
print, at no cost, alongside the obituary.
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for the good of the community.”
In closing Smith said, “For me it’s
an honor to be able to bring additional
staffing in to the community because
the residents and taxpayers deserve as
much public safety care as they can get,

140
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to the neighboring city of Gardner.
The 3.2 measured mile stretch of road
extending from Winchendon’s border
with Gardner and ending with its intersection of Spring Street, now displays
150 fixed, three foot tall highly reflective
yellow stanchions at 100 foot intervals,
which break in sequence for the intersections of streets, businesses, and one
0.3 mile passing zone shared by both the
northerly and southerly travel lanes.
Police Chief David Walsh, speaking of distracted driving, said, “With
these new stanchions, it is going to
improve the situation and encourage
motorists to stay within their lanes,
in terms of not only the passing zones
but also clearance as far as being able
to safely pass. There are always issues
with distracted driving and the use of

and these extra firefighter/paramedics
will help to provide that. It should be
noted the staff we have at this time has
and will continue to provide service the
very best they can, but the addition of
new staff on the job will help to provide
the services quicker and more efficiently.”

cell phones, and now with the rumble
strips in the middle along with the stanchions, I think it will discourage that
substantially.”
As for speeding issues Walsh added,
“I also think speed will be reduced as
people will have to stay within their
lanes, and I think they will be much
more conscientious driving in that
area.” The marked lanes are also thinner, increasing the need for added driver awareness.
Walsh went on to say, “I think the
distance left between the stanchions is
a good idea as it allows for the reverse
of direction in emergency situations,
along with being spaced apart means
the maintenance is not as cumbersome.
Walsh commented, “I was impressed
that they stepped up on the section
which is a state owned road, but I would
have hoped to see the stanchions the
entire road, as there is a passing lane
in the area just past Madison Avenue.

Robert W. Egan, 89
MILTON — Robert W. Egan of
Milton, age 89, passed away November
26, 2017, battling Alzheimer’s. Born
November 9, 1928, to John O’Neil Egan
of Dorchester and Mildred (Mclssac)
of Colorado and married on June 12,
1954 to Mary Ellen (Marlen) Gillis of
West Roxbury for 63 years.
A 1950 graduate
of Boston College
and 1954 graduate of
Boston University
School of Medicine,
in the Army he
was stationed at
Fort Lewis, Wash.,
from 1958-1960. He
returned to Boston
and became chief of
neurology at Carney
Hospital, the Chief
of Staff at Milton
Hospital and was
on staff at Cardinal
Cushing Hospital in
Brockton and others
around Boston. Dr.
Egan was a known for his integrity,
high ethical standards, attention to
each patient, and; provided pro bono
work for countless patients. He was a
physician on pilgrimages to Lourdes

France, via the Lourdes Center in
Boston, and certified several healings.
Bob as a boy sailed a Snipe at
Squantum YC, as an adult he sailed his
Herreshoff throughout Massachusetts
Bay. Egan was a voracious reader and
skied into his 80s.
Survived by his caring wife, Marlen
Egan, and children, Mary-Ellen Curry
of Severna Park, MD; Robert W.
Egan Jr. of Hanover, John F. Egan
of Moretown, VT; Suzanne Rader
of Winchendon, Daniel R. Egan of
Thornton, NH, Edmund J. (Ned) Egan
of Tahoe City, CA, and Michael J. Egan
of Kingfield, ME; sister Jean Marie
Cull, and Thomas Cull of Westlake
Village CA; was preceded in death
by Dorothea and Florence McLeod
and infant Daniel E. Egan. He had 14
grandchildren and 2 great-grandchildren.
Funeral Mass will be at St. Elizabeth
Church Saturday at 11 a.m., 350
Reedsdale Rd., Milton. Visiting hours
at Dolan Funeral Home, 460 Granite
Ave., East Milton, Friday 4- 8 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, donations to
the Lourdes Center, 698 Beacon St.,
Boston, MA 02215 and or the Milton
Council of Aging, 10 Walnut St.,
Milton MA 02186.

Phyllis (Thibault) Mason, 85
LEOMINSTER — Phyllis (Thibault)
Mason, age 85, formerly of Fitchburg,
took her last breath and fell asleep in
Health Alliance Leominster Hospital
on Thursday, November 23, 2017.
She is awaiting
the return of Jesus
Christ when she
will be risen up and
gathered with all the
faithful departed to
begin anew with the
Lord.
Phyllis was born in
Winchendon, daughter of Raoul and Yvonne (Bernier)
Thibault, who passed away at childbirth. Her Aunt Gabe (Gabrielle
Thibault) helped to raise Phyllis for
the first nine years of her life. Her
stepmother Emma (Fortin) Thibault
raised her in her teenage years.
She graduated from Fitchburg High
School in 1950.
Phyllis worked as a secretary in
the Dade County School District in
Miami, Florida for ten years. She
later moved back to Fitchburg and
was a stenographer and office clerk
for the Leominster District Courts for
twenty years before her retirement.
She was known and loved by many
family members and friends. She
always had a smile on her face with
a kind word to all. She loved working
in her garden, but always had time to
chat with her many visitors and offer
her hospitality. She was always willing to help others when she could. She

also cared for her elderly parents and
mother-in-law in their later years.
She enjoyed being outside: walking,
camping, and traveling. But she also
enjoyed singing, dancing, knitting,
sewing, baking cookies and reading.
She led a full life and will be missed
by many who came to know her and
her pleasant and caring manners.
She is predeceased by her husband
Phil Mason, her parents, and her two
closest cousins (Lorraine Moquin and
Georgette Pinney). She is survived by
her 1st cousins: Eileen (Okerholm)
Shireman of Fitchburg (who was
her caretaker for her last few
years), Frank Okerholm, and Robert
Okerholm of Sharon, and Corinne
Graves of Arizona; along with many
2nd cousins.
Many heartfelt thanks go to the
caring and loving staff at Manor
on the Hill and Life Care Center of
Leominster and a special thanks to
Attorney Thomas C. Gustafson of
Lunenburg for his kindness and support during her last years.
Her funeral will be held on
Saturday, December 2, 2017 with a
Mass at 10a.m. in St. Francis of Assisi
Church, 81 Sheridan St., Fitchburg.
Interment will be in the spring of 2018
in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Jaffrey. A
calling hour will be held on Saturday
morning at the funeral home from 8:30
until 9:30 a.m.
The Lavery Chartrand Alario
Funeral Home, 99 Summer St.,
Fitchburg, MA is directing.

Carolyn (Brousseau) Tourtellot, 86
HANOVER,
NH
—
Carolyn
(Brousseau) Tourtellot, age 86,
died peacefully Saturday morning,
December 2, 2017 at Outreach House
Assisted Living in Hanover, NH where
she resided since 2011.
Carolyn was born in
Winchendon, MA on
May 28, 1931, daughter
of the late Harry and
Cynthia
(Boutelle)
Brousseau and was
a 1949 graduate of
Murdock High School.
Following
graduation, Carolyn worked
for AT&T (former Bell Telephone),
then at National Bank of Winchendon,
and later Worcester County Guarantee
Bank.
In 1950 she married Lorey
G.Tourtellot of Baldwinville, MA. In
the late 1960s she was actively involved
with the Winchendon Skating Club,
enjoyed skiing and was a member of
the National Ski Patrol. In 1977 Carolyn
and her husband moved to White River
Junction, VT where they resided for

34 years. During this time, she worked
at National Bank of Lebanon, NH
then returned to AT&T and retired in
1995. During retirement she enjoyed
crafting, caning, gardening and antiquing with her husband.
She was an avid sports fan who loved
the Red Sox and the Patriots. Carolyn
was a warm, caring and outgoing
woman that always wore a smile. She
loved and was loved by her family and
friends and loved the family pets.
She is survived by her daughter, Judith
Boyce, son, Lorey (Lou) Tourtellot,
grandchildren, Jocelyn and Ethan
Boyce, Lou and Jennifer Tourtellot. She
was predeceased by a brother, Thomas
Brousseau of Maryland and a sister,
Gloria Hurd of Templeton, MA.
Calling hours in Stone-Ladeau
Funeral Home, 343 Central St.,
Winchendon are Monday, December 11,
2017 from 11:30 AM to 12:30 P.M.
Funeral services for both Carolyn
and her late husband Lorey will follow Monday at 1 P.M. in Massachusetts
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery, 111
Glenallan Street, Winchendon.

However obviously, any steps which
Zlotink also said, “While there is still
they did take on their part is very more work to be done, and I think
appreciated.”
good progress has been made, we will
In closing Walsh added, “While we need to continue to prioritize Route 140
are pleased to see these new safety improvements in the coming years as
improvements, we will still be working well as the transfer of the remaining
with the State Police on random traffic road segments to the state.”
enforcement operations in the future.
I am hopeful and do think that with
the dividers, we
will see a decrease
with accidents in
the area.”
State
Rep
Jonathan Zlotnik
(D-Gardner) who
has been heavily involved with
the local Route
343 Central Street
140 improvement
Winchendon, MA 01475
project said he
was happy to hear
of the recent safeTel: 978-297-0077 • Fax: 978-297-0075
ty developments.
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SPORTS
Who’s your favorite? Why?
Clippers’
Sandy
McGregor. My favorite soccer player was
the Baltimore Bays
Hipolito Chilenque.
Once my friends and
JERRY
I, some of whom may
well be reading this
CARTON
a half century later,
went to the downtown
Who’s your favorite hotel to try and score his
athlete? When I was a autograph. I can’t recall
kid my favorite baseball whether or not we sucplayer was a platooning ceeded.
center fielder named
Those were my favorite
Russ Snyder, who split players. But my favorite
duties with Paul Blair in athlete of all time, and
great Orioles outfields. I mean to this day, natRemember when the urally enough, had four
Sunday paper used to list legs. In fact, my four
all the league leaders? In favorite athletes ever
June 1966, Snyder briefly had four legs. Of course
led the American League I liked Secretariat. A lot.
in batting and I remem- Who didn’t, aside from
ber cutting that list out the arch-rival Sham
of the Sunday Sun. My camp? He remains not
favorite hockey player merely the only horse,
was the AHL Baltimore but the only athlete peri-

Talking
Sports

od to grace the covers of
TIME, NEWSWEEK and
SI in the same week. Talk
about a Triple Crown!
43 years later he still
holds the record for the
fastest Kentucky Derby,
Preakness, and Belmont
Stakes ever run. He made
people care about our
sport. But, like many
though, I rooted even
more for his stablemate,
the ever-underdog Riva
Ridge, himself a winner
of the Kentucky Derby
and Belmont Stakes the
year before Secretariat.
You might not know who
he is because Secretariat
sucked up all the media
oxygen. I loved Lemon
Drop Kid, winner of
the 1999 Belmont and
Travers, though a loser
in the Derby and three
Breeders Cup races, and
I still take great pleasure

in cheering his progeny.
But my very favorite
athlete of all time was an
obscure gray filly named
Jackson’s Turn. She was
not a star, indeed she ran
pretty much on the bottom level of races. She
wasn’t very nice either.
Truthfully, she didn’t
like people at all. Except
for me. She loved me as
much as I loved her. Who
knows why? She’d lick
my hand when she’d be
as likely as not to bite others. I’ve often written you
can connect with horses
in ways you can’t connect
with human athletes.
Thousands of people had
their picture taken with
the friendly American
Pharoah at barns across
the country during his
Triple Crown run a couple years ago. Who knows
how many of us have had

their picture taken with
Secretariat? Mine took
place in 1978 at Claiborne
farm in Lexington, KY
where he was standing
at stud. Try getting close
to Tom Brady. Better yet,
why would you want to?
I digress. Who says your
favorite athlete has to be
a champion? I think JT
won once, maybe twice.
It didn’t matter to me.
We had a rapport all our
own.
I grant my sports experiences, sometimes for
better and sometimes for
worse, have been different than those of a lot
of people. Not many of
you are likely to say your
favorite athlete is a horse.
So be it.
But who is?
Meanwhile, it turns
out the Yankees and Red
Sox are rolling the dice

on first-time managers.
Aaron Boone and Alex
Cora are among the new
breed of managers who
work in concert with the
stats geeks. Managing
these days isn’t old school
Casey Stengel, though
Earl Weaver was a forerunner of today’s analytics guys. Weaver had
index cards with notes on
every hitter and pitcher
the O’s faced. Low-tech
sabermetrics indeed.
Finally
this.
Yes,
Alabama deserved the
final playoff spot over
“the” uninvited Ohio
State University. Beating
up B10 football dregs like
Maryland and Rutgers
counts for nothing. The
Tide was the right choice
no matter how annoying
Nick Saban may be.

O’Malley in third season
BY CHRIS MARTIN

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Recently catching up with Murdock
Blue Devils basketball Coach Matt
O’Malley. O’Malley, who is entering
his third season, he said he’s “really
excited.”
“I think we’ve really established
our baseline culture in the past few
years, especially last year. It’s all really
starting to come together here. I think
our foundation is really strong; kind
of what our principles are going to be,
how we’re going to play, what we expect
of the guys on and off the court.”
“The players all kind of know what
they’re getting into now. It’s not a new

thing for everyone every year.”
O’Malley has lost some key players from last year, including Ryan
Kaminsky, Jared Nelson, Tyler Cota,
John Murphy, and Josh Smith.
“Losing Jared and Ryan – who have
been varsity starters since I’ve been
here – will require a big adjustment,
both for the team and for me personally,” said O’Malley. “Anytime you lose
four seniors who all had a role on the
team there is going to be an adjustment
period. We’re going to miss those guys;
especially Murph’s and Nelson’s size
down low.”
“We’re not quite as big as we’ve been
in the past few years but, on the other
hand, we have a lot we have a lot of very

talented young guards who are going to
be able to play a more up-tempo, fastpaced game. I’m really excited about
implementing some of our new fast
break stuff this year.”
O’Malley said his goals moving into
the new season “are pretty much the
same.”
“I mean, we want to qualify for districts,” he said. “We just missed out
on the Clark Tournament last year.
We’re hoping to make it this year. I
think we’ve got a shot to contend with
Maynard and ‘Gansett for the league.
Ideally, we’d like to end the year with
some home district games and make a
run at making it to UMass.”
Last season, Murdock was bounced

from the districts by Turners Falls.
In order to make it back to districts,
O’Malley said, “We’re just going to work
hard; we’re going to do what we do.
We’re going to establish our defensive
identity early on. We’re going to rely
on the defense because there’s always
going to be those nights we have trouble scoring. If we can defend at an elite
level, we’ll win plenty of games – and
that’s the goal.”
The 2017-2018 season kicks off with
the Athol Holiday Tournament at Athol
High School, Thursday, Dec. 14 and
Friday, Dec. 15. The first home game
will be Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.
against Lunenburg.

High praise for local players
Quentin Pridgen and Kevin Pesce
were among the MMS players who were
cited by Uxbridge parents for exemplary sportsmanship after the football
game between the two schools.
Pridgen, who aspires to the pro football career and Pesce, who is looking
off the field, said being part of a diverse
team on which players got along well
was both a bonding and educational

experience.
The letter said in part the parent writing wanted to make the administration
aware of what happened Sept. 21 during
an Uxbridge-Murdock football game.
“At the end of the football game,
which Uxbridge won 40-0, a group of
Murdock players called out to my son,
‘Hey, number 87, hey!’ My husband
braced, not knowing what would ensue.

They collected around him and congratulated him on a great game!
They extended their hands, and introduced themselves.
What a wonderful display of sportsmanship!”
The parent was surprised, but exuberant in her praise of the Murdock
team.
“This is expected on the field at the

end of the game, but this was above
and beyond the obligatory exchange —
especially from the losing team. That
is a testament to good coaching, great
parenting and strong school values.”
She included praise for the entire
town, and especially for Murdock High
School.
“You should be so proud of those
young men!”

Murdock announces honor roll
WINCHENDON — The following students have earned a
place on the honor roll for the
first quarter at Murdock High
School.
GRADE 9
Highest
Honors:
John
Maloney,
and.
Jonathan
Polcari.
High
Honors:
Vivian
Beauvais-Michaud, Allison
Cobiski,and Justin Thira.

Honors: Briahna Bouchard,
Arianna
Dibble,
Tyler
Goodwin, Meagan Knight,
Abigail
Leahey,
Joseph
Marobella, and Logan Wilson.
GRADE 10
Highest Honors: Hannah
Demanche, Timothy Jinn and
Cassandra Wightman.
High Honors: Patrick Cortis,
Paige Demanche, Juliana
Nolin, and Riya Patel.

Honors: Owen Benedict,
Maclean Brimhall, Rylee
Brooks, Lamont Hicks, Logan
Huff, Erica Lashua, Noah
Michelson, Morgan Pace,
Cassidy Stadtfeld, Grace
Sutherland, Joseph Williams,
and Amber Wood.
GRADE 11
Highest Honors: Sirena
Caputi, and Lindsey Smith.
High Honors: Yang Yi Chen,

Jaccob Clifford, Timmy Quinn,
and Emily Smith.
Honors: Adam Digman,
Lindsey Gemme, Megan Houle,
Britney Jackson, Lindsey
O’Toole, Maria Polcari, Kipper
Prouty, Ani-Jah Rodriguez,
Phebe Shippy, Ryan Thira, and
Anthony Wolski.
GRADE 12
Highest Honors: Michaela
Benedict,
and
Brandon

LaFreniere.
High
Honors:
Ariana
Berman, Jacob Carter, and
Alexander Marshall.
Honors: Matthew Casavant,
Anna Dexter, Andrew Dunham,
Alexandra Hartwell, Haleigh
Kirwan, Alia LeBlanc, Marisa
Losurdo, Molly Murphy, Shyla
Palmer, Tiana Taylor, Jacob
Woodard, and Jared Woodard.

MMS students recognized
WINCHENDON —Students at
Murdock Middle School, grades
6 through 8, were recognized for
their academic achievements at last
Friday’s first quarter awards assembly.
Sixth-grade students given high
honors included: Madisson Alden,
Abigail Bradley, Caleb Cartagena
Marcano, Maia Drake, Kaden
LaPointe,
Alexander
LaBlanc,
Evanjelo Lopez, Maibel Marion,
Kyleigh McConnell, Aidan McGuirk,
Abbigale McKenzie, Emily Michaud,
Reese Minckler, Ashlyn Musgrove,
Ava Newton, Evelyn O’Dea, Mark
Quinn, Alexandra Robichaud, Kyle
Safford, Drew St. Peter, and Emily
Wightman.
Those recognized as honors students included: Emma Adams, Ruth
Adams, Jeffrey Alisauskas, Kaleb
Beasley, Felisha Belanger, Joshua
Benda Jr., Makayla Bilodeau, Nathan
Brown, Zakk Capitao, Evan Caron,
Mayra Correa, Frank Cosentino V,
Landon Darling, Adrial Diaz, Samuel
Dokulil, Jayden Gagnon, Steven
Gauthire III, Brianna Gerrard,
Joshua Harris Jr., Olivia Hastings,
Nevaeh Hickey, Andrew Islam,
Hunter Kapp, Caden Keeney, Zachary
LaChance, Mackenzie Lafrenniere,

Jaden Lane, Lauren Laprise, Cassidy
Lauziere, Elaine Maloney, Mason
Mello, Brady Niles, Olivis O’Brien,
Emma Oakley, Anthony Osborne,
Daniel Payson, Kaitlyn Tamulen,
Benjamin
Patriquin,
Nicholas
Verville, Christopher Walsh, Breylyn
Wightman, and Casey Wood.
Seventh- and eighth-graders were
recognized for being “On Track.”
Murdock Middle School Principal
Jess Vezina explained the designation
indicated those students had completed all of their Power Focus Areas as
of Nov. 16.
Seventh-graders recognized for being
On Track were: John Bednarczyk,
Kaleb Bushay, Catherine Chapman,
Yang Chen, Patrick Coderre, John
Dansin, Angelina Dellasanta, Rickelle
Divoll-Tieu, Tiana Graessle, Gavin
Greer, Aleksander Gusakov, Cody
Hardy, Jasmine Hardy, Camille Hart,
Sarah Holt, Tiana Kowaleski, Drew
Lawrence, Dominic LeBlanc, Damon
Legault, Timothy Lemire, Yu-Shan
Liang, Nicholas Mackenzie, Smantha
Mason, Taye Orosco, Magdalena
Phelps, Camren Pierce, Tylor Sears,
Lillian Skawinski, Tucker Smith,
Danielle Sroczynski, Calvin Tenney,
and Brooke Zabik.
Eighth-grade On Track students

included: Andrew Arsenault, Acacia
Beauregard, Olivia Beauvais, Arielle
Benedict, Nicholas Bond, Lilly
Digman, Brady Dufour, Morgan
Eldredge, Emily Forest, Daniel Fuller,
Nicholas Gahagen, Autumn Garcia,
Jeramiah Godsoe, Autumn Guild,
Evelyn Haley, Domenic Iannacone,
Jillian LaBarge, Nobaleigh Laraba,
Hailey Lunn, Deaclan Marmanidis,
Matthew
Marshall,
Makeighla
Marston, Connor McGuirk, Conor
Murphy, Taylor Patterson, Kevin
Pesce, Quentin Pridgen, Marcos
Rodriguez, Douglas Rudy, Ashley
Sevigny, Chloe St. Peter, and Katelyn
St. Pierre.
Sixth-graders who showed 80 percent growth on the MCAS exam:
Math: Reese Minckler and Shea
Stewart.
ELA:
Emma
Adams,
Kaleb
Beasley, Olivia Hastings, Mackenzie
Lafreniere, Liliana Lewis, Alivia
Martin, Miya Masci, Maibel Marion,
Olivia O’Brien, and Christopher
Walsh.
Both math and ELA: William
Chretien and Kaden LaPointe.
Seventh-graders who showed 80
percent growth on the MCAS exam:
Math: Yu-Shan Liang.
ELA: John Bednarczyk, Dominic

Benda, Kaleb Bushay, Catherine
Chapman, Jaden Clark, John Dansin,
Angeline Dellasanta, Kayden Gordon,
Tiana Graessle, Aleksander Gusakov,
Camille Hart, Timothy Lemire,
Matthew Spivey, Danielle Sroczynski,
Karen Vongchairueng, Brooke Zabik.
Both math and ELA: Isiah Beauvais.
Eighth-graders who showed 80 percent growth on the MCAS exam:
Math: Jackson Charland.
ELA: Nicholas Bond, Kimberly
Dennett, Dominic Iannacone, Tiffany
Lin, Tyra Ofosuhene, Douglas Rudy,
Trinity Savoie, Ashley Sevigny,
Gabriela Souza.
oth math and ELA: William
Chretien and Kaden LaPointe.
Both math and ELA: Jarell Calafell.
Students nominated for Above
and Beyond awards for their level
of maturity, willingness to volunteer, and/or attention to academics
included: Olivia Beauvais, Nick Bond,
Maia Drake, Kaden Gordon, Emily
Michaud, and Emily Wightman.
Educators Matt Bolick and Cathy
Desmarais were also nominated for
Above and Beyond awards, said a
statement by Vezina, “by the entire
MMS staff for their dedication and
efforts to bring staff together and
make our school feel like a family.”
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Polito, Tran tour historic Gardner business
BY GREG VINE

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Lieutenant Gov. Karyn Polito joined
Fitchburg City Councilor Dean Tran
last Friday for a tour of New England
Woodenware, a family-owned business
established in Winchendon 187 years
ago. Just four days after their visit,
Tran, a Republican, was chosen in a
special election to fill the Worcester
and Middlesex District state Senate
seat vacated by Democrat Jennifer
Flanagan. Flanagan was appointed to
a seat on the state’s Cannabis Control
Commission earlier this year by Gov.
Charles Baker.
Unofficial results show Tran out-polling Democrat Susan Chalifoux Zephir
by a margin of 7,289 to 6,614. Former
Leominster City Councilor and unenrolled candidate Claire Freda attracted 1,552 votes, while Green-Rainbow
Party candidate Charlene DiCalogero
finished with 201.
Polito and Tran were joined on their
visit to NEWW by Gardner Mayor Mark
Hawke.
While the election was just a handful
of days away, discussions during the
visit veered away from politics and
toward the strategy that keeps a small
business in operation for nearly two
centuries.
Company President David Urquhart
said New England Wooden Ware currently employs around 150 people
from around the region, including
Winchendon, and generates about $40
million in revenue annually.
The company, which now occupies
the building that once headquartered
Simplex Time Recorder Company, pro-

duces mainly cardboard packaging for
businesses throughout the northeast
United States. The company runs three
shifts a day, six days per week.
Polito said visiting companies like
NEWW gives the Baker administration
much of the information it needs to
craft economic policy.
“As you may know, I’m from central Massachusetts,” said Polito, who
served five terms in the state House
from the 11th Worcester District, representing Shrewsbury and two precincts
in Westborough. “I often think about
helping communities outside of the
Boston area grow and develop. One of
the things I’m responsible for in our
administration is understanding how
things are going in local government,
what the leadership team looks like in a
general area in order to get things done,
and what sort of state investment can
leverage private dollars and how that
can lead to more jobs in downtowns,
and main streets, and industrial parks.”
Polito also said vocational education
will continue to be a priority for the
Baker administration.
“We need to make sure that businesses like this are getting the labor power
they need,” she said, “and what can we
do in terms of workforce development
in terms of retraining employees, or create a pipeline of talent that can populate
the jobs that businesses like this need to
keep growing here in Massachusetts.”
The Lieutenant Governor said she
and Gov. Baker, both Republicans,
have serious concerns regarding the
tax reform plans recently passed separately by the U.S. House and Senate.
The competing plans are now headed to

Greg Vine photo

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, and Fitchburg Councilor Dean Tran with employees of New England
Woodenware.

a conference committee to hammer out
the differences.
“Gov. Baker and I have expressed a lot
of concern about the tax packages that
the are being vetted through the House
and the Senate,” said Polito. “They
would have a negative effect on working
families in the Commonwealth; in particular the inability to deduct state and
local taxes, the cap on mortgage deductions. Those go directly to the heart of
working families in Massachusetts.”

“We also have concerns,” she continued, “about the historic tax credits and
the funding of those kinds of credits
that are helping us take old mill buildings and transition them into affordable
workforce housing for individuals and
families. Those changes in the federal
tax code would have a negative impact
on them, and that is of great concern.”
At the conclusion of their visit, Tran
praised NEWW as a prime example “of
a family owned and operated business.”

Service learning stretches from here to Dominican Republic
BY JERRY CARTON

COURIER CORRESPONDENT

Local Action. Global
Change.
That’s
the
theme of a Winchendon
School service learning
project which stretches from north central
Massachusetts to the
Dominican Republic.
Student
Hailey
Guzman still has family
there and she came up
with the idea to use her
grandmother’s
house
as something of a central location to distribute needed resources
throughout the commu-

nity.
“It’s important to me
to be able to help the less
fortunate,” said Guzman
who enlisted friend
Cassie Burdick to serve
as the other student leader on the project.
“I told her this was
really important. I said
we could do something
good and she was ready
to jump right in. She’s
great to work with and
she energizes other people,” enthused Guzman.
“There’s so much
poverty in the region,”
reflected Guzman, hence
the fund-raising effort.

“It feels good to be in a
position where you can
help other people,” she
said.
Guzman is planning to
make a return visit to the
Dominican Republic in
January to discuss with
her family where the
resources can be most
effectively allocated.
All Winchendon School
students are required
to participate in some
sort of service learning
project so Guzman and
Burdick are directing
some of their energies
to familiarizing younger
classmates about theirs.

SERVICE
DIRECTORY
Service Directory ads offer sellers the fastest
and most affordable way to advertise.From
apples to azaleas, Chryslers to condos,
the directory is the way to sell!
Give Brenda a call today to place your ad:
800-367-9898

BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
Route 202 • 196 Glenallen Street
Winchendon

Supplying printing and advertising
for 27 years specializing in restaurant
placemat advertising.

FULL LINE OF TACKLE

Call or email us to inquire how to
promote your business or organization.

YEARS
OF
SATISFIED
SERVICE

and I want to do something to help about that,”
said Kirkland.
Burdick noted the
focus is not entirely
international. “We also
want to be active here in
Winchendon. We want to
be able to raise money
for the CAC because
there’s a lot of need in
this community too,”
she stressed. “That’s the
‘local action’ part of the
project.”
A food and clothing

drive might well be in
the works as well.
All told, the school has
about 20 service learning projects running,
said program director
Miranda Jennings.
“The students have a
wide variety of options to
choose from,” she pointed out, adding, “these
are student-driven, student led, student-run.
They take the leadership
roles.”

BEAMAN’S BAIT SHOP
Route 202 • 196 Glenallen Street
Winchendon

978-297-2495 • 8am-8pm Daily

FULL LINE OF TACKLE

Performance
Press

978-297-2495 • 8am-8pm Daily

we have all your ice fishing needs!

About a dozen students
were gathered last week
to discuss the project.
“We are trying to
enlighten them about
the importance of what
we’re doing, showing
them we, they, can make
a difference,” explained
Burdick.
One of those younger
students is Keyshawn
Kirkland. “I’m learning a
lot,” he said.
“I’m seeing what it’s
like to see a lot of poverty

978.297.0433 / perf4man@aol.com

YOUR AD HERE!

Made you look? Others do too.

Keep your business in the public’s eye: advertise in the Courier
(860)928-1818 brenda@villagernewspapers.com

we have all your
ice fishing needs!
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Santa make a visit to Toy Town

A group of holiday revelers arrives at GAR (Grand Army of the Republic) Park for last Saturday’s annual lighting of the town Christmas tree.
Festivities began with entertainment at American Legion Park on Front Street, before moving to lighting of the tree, which sits in GAR Park just
off Morse Avenue. Attendees shared in the singing of more carols and the consumption of hot chocolate, and youngsters told Santa what they
were hoping to find under the family tree Christmas morning. The event was sponsored by the Winchendon Parks and Recreation Committee.

Murdock High School cheerleaders provided a little comfort by doling out cups of hot cocoa during the annual tree-lighting event, held last Saturday at GAR Park. Occasional light drizzle (and even a snowflake or two) and seasonably cold
temperatures made for a fairly raw day for outdoor activities, but hot chocolate and warm friendship kept attendees
comfortable throughout the holiday event.

Winchendon Parks and Recreation Committee member Tina Leduc Santos
shares her Christmas wishes with Old St. Nick at last Saturday’s annual tree
lighting at GAR Park.

December 2 included the Winterfest
at Old Murdock Senior Center, an afternoon of crafts and Santa at Broadview
and even Breakfast with Santa at the
Carriage House, meaning Santa had a
very busy day in Toy Town. But he
managed to make it to One More Event,
and welcomed one and all to the tree
lighting.
Greg Vine photos

This youngster approaches Santa with a
confident saunter as she prepares to unload
the list of goodies she hopes to receive this
Christmas.

Nine-year-old Paige Irons let Santa know exactly what she wants for
Christmas this year.

Parents take pictures of their young’un as he clues in St. Nick regarding details of his Christmas wish list,
while others wait in line in hopes of convincing Santa they’ve been VERY good during the past year.

Winchendon
Courier
Classifieds
Serving the communities of Winchendon, Ashburnham, Athol, Gardner, Fitchburg, Leominster,
Westminster, Templeton, Phillipston and southern N.H.

•

a

S t o n e b r i d g e P r e ss

MASONRY INC.
Construction laborers or mason
laborers. Must have a vehicle and a
phone. Company is out of Jaffrey. (603)
532-8471. TFN
HELP WANTED
Gas attendants at Valero. Inquire at
Valero to fill out an application. On site.
Flexible hours. For information call
(978) 320-6375. TFN
JOB SEEKERS
Job Seekers Networking Group host-

publication

•

ed by North Central Career Center
and Greater Gardner Chamber of
Commerce. Meetings are open to all job
seekers and are held on Wednesdays
from 1-2 p.m. at the Chamber conference
room, 29 Parker St. 2nd floor, Gardner.
Contact the Chamber at (978) 632-1780.
EMPLOYERS
These help wanted ads are FREE!
Contact the Courier to find out how to
get help for your business by calling
(978) 297-0050 x 100 or email ruth@stone-

bridgepress.news.
FOR RENT
GOODRICH APARTMENTS
Now taking applications. Call for
guidelines. (978) 297-0231. TFN
WANTED
WANTED
Motorcycles, ATVs, scooters. Cash
paid for good deals. (978) 297-1800. 11.1.16
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
Drum teacher Leon LaPlante seeks
used instruments and drum stands to

help out high school students. (978) 2971250.
YARD SALES
ATTENTION: yard sale ads here are
FREE in the Winchendon Courier. Call
(978) 297-0050 and leave a message with
date, address and times of your sale and
we will add it to the list. Deadline for all
sales is Tuesday noon.

BINS

continued from page A1


amount and severity of illegal dumping,
wants them gone.
Observed at the site were baby strollers, chairs, a broken table, broken children toys, boxes of various items, an
old golf club bag, cassette tapes, and
much more. Additionally, some 20 large
boxes of used VHS tapes where photographed just a few weeks prior, among
used bed frames, used box springs and
mattresses, chairs, and other furniture
along with multiple television sets, old
DVD players, and other various techno-trash.
The site has been monitored since a
previous Sept. 8 story, observing the
size of the piles and frequency of illegal
dumping. As Mint Green Planet has
increased their cleaning and site collection at the Spring Street address, it has
only resulted in more illegal dumping
being deposited with piles of garbage
accumulating every one to two days.
When notified of this Tansey said, “Oh
I know. Almost every time they clean it
up it seems to fill right back up by the
next day.”
In an act of good faith, Tansey placed

REHAB

continued from page A1


would have allowed for unimpeded one-way access from the
parking areas. Entry was to be
allowed from Central Street,
while vehicles were to exit by
way of Railroad Street.
The letter from DHCD
Community
Development
Director Mark Southard to
Town Manager Keith Hickey
said funds “were available for
a limited time based on federal deadlines, and could only
fund a project that was ready
to go and could be completed quickly. Unfortunately, the
application contained substantial deficiencies that could not
have been addressed to meet

TOURS

continued from page A1


a very lucrative business in the village. It was
his father who created
sleighs on the property,
before it was expanded
into the beautiful home it
is today. It has been kept
with integrity to its origins, with a lot of original
features.
Now it is time to travel, as the John Darling
house from 1762 is on
School Street, a one story
center chimney colonial.
Darling was a soldier in
the Revolutionary War,
and a descendant included Morton Converse, the
toy maker. This house

a call to MGP of Worcester and its
driver/business operator “Todd,” last
name not given. When the call was
answered, Tansey said, “This is Mark
from Winchendon. The bins are a disaster again with piles all over the place.
You need to get those bins out of there,
the town is not happy and they need to
go.”
Todd replied, “OK, I will get right out
there.”
After the short phone call ended
Tansey said, “Now you heard me tell
him they have to be removed from the
property. Like I said, I have already
previous asked five times and now just
did it again in front of you. I have made
honest efforts to clean up the property,
but that company continues to not do
what they are asked.”
Tansey also went on to say, “The driver told me he spoke to the police and
the town, and they both told him that as
long he keeps the site picked up better,
he can leave the collection bins there at
that location.
When contacted Chief David Walsh,
BOH Agent James Abare, and Building
Commissioner Geoff Newton each
denied knowledge of that.
Abare said he has never been con-

this deadline.”
Murphy said “ready to go”
meant that Elm Grove needed to have already awarded
necessary contracts and that
contractors were ready to start
work immediately. Because
the project would have utilized
government funding, Murphy
explained, Elm Grove needed
to advertise for bids to undertake the work, a process that
would have taken additional
time.
“If (Elm Grove) were solely using private monies, they
could hire whoever they wanted,” she said. ‘But because they
would have used public funds
they would need to go through
the bidding process.”
“It’s really disappointing,”
Murphy added. “That vacant

maintains many original
features as well, and current owners the Brewers
continue to restore it to
its original beauty.
Return to Winchendon
village center to pay
homage to the stone
church on Central Street,
the Unitarian Univeralist
Church was built in 1866
and maintains much of its
original charm. It incudes an E&GG Hook pipe
organ, two Tiffany windows (find the one with
dice) and a Chickering
grand piano.
At 122 Pleasant St.,
directly behind the
Unitarian Church stands
another white mansion,
the Orange Whitney
house built in 1896. This
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tacted by MGP or ever spoken to them.
Newton also said he has never spoken
to anybody from the company or about
the collection bins.
Chief David Walsh said, “To my
knowledge nobody from the police
department including myself has ever
provided any permission to place the
boxes there, or have them remain there,
because we do not have the authority
to do so.”
Walsh also stated that he had recently
spoken to the MGP driver upon seeing
the truck on the site, and the driver
said his intentions where to have them
removed by the end of the year.”
Multiple previous phone calls were
placed to MGP of Worcester by the
press, resulting in no response.
Owner of record of the property
James Couture responded to contact.
In an interview Couture said, “We read
the letter and looked at the photo you
sent us, and we are very concerned. We
did not know this was going on to this
extent. Our tenant who leases the property had informed us he has requested
the removal five times, and the company has not complied. We are going call
the company personally and inform
them the clothing collection bins are to

be removed as soon as possible as the
chief of police informed us through the
newspaper’s contact that we have that
right.”
Couture stated MGP had returned his
call on Dec. 1 and that he had requested
the immediate removal of the collection bins on his property as both law
enforcement and the town were very
displeased with the continued activity.
Couture stated MGP said they would be
removed immediately
On Dec. 2, all debris was cleaned up,
and the MGP collection bins completely removed. Secured cameras are now
in operation so if any illegal dumping
were to happen again, the photos can
and will be turned over to law enforcement.
Couture was informed by phone and
he said, “Oh thank God, my wife is
going to be so happy. This is a welcome Christmas present for the town of
Winchendon to help keep the town nice
and clean the way it should be.”
Couture went on to say, “Winchendon
is a nice little town, and if anybody ever
asked me about moving to Winchendon
I would be the first to promote it and tell
them it’s a great little town to locate to
and raise a family.”

building really creates a big
hole downtown and this rejection certainly sets back plans
to revitalize Central Street. But
we did begin the process kind
of late and weren’t able to complete the application as quickly
as I would have liked.”
Murphy said getting the process started early allows the
granting agency to get back to
an applicant with information
regarding where deficiencies
in the application may lie.
“We just didn’t allow ourselves enough time for that
process to play out.”
Murphy said her department, MRPC, and Elm Grove
would certainly explore other
possibilities for funding.
A representative at the state,
speaking on background,

one has seen several
owners and more transformations than many
of the other properties,
having been split into
apartments at one point;
but current owners have
returned it to its glory.
This Whitney was political as well as a business
man, and served in the
state legislature. The 20
room mansion has many
original features, glorious glass, (count the 13
panes above the door
representing the original
states), mirrored mantles
and a niche discovered
by the current owners
boarded over.
One block away stands
the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church

said the project still might be
eligible for some state funding through other grant programs overseen by the Dept.
of Housing and Community
Development or the Executive
Office of Communty and
Economic Development.
“Basically, what we’re looking for is shovel-ready projects,” said the individual.
“But we have to look at everything realistically,” added
Murphy. “You need to consider
whether it’s worth sinking $1.3
million into a project like that.
You have to ask, ‘Once we’ve
spent that money, will the
building be worth that amount
once the work is done?’”
The Rome Block has had a
number of tenants since it was
built around the turn of the last

and its recently restored
rectory. The church was
built (after holding Mass
in the basement during
several years) during the
1880-1900s and dedicated in 1909. The current
rectory served as the
first church as well. The
buildings are well preserved turn of the 20th
century examples with
glowing woodwork and
fine art. The church asks
that tours maintain a
schedule that end by 3:30
p.m. so as not to interfere
with scheduled services.
Return to Central
Street and travel north
to 439 Central St. and the
A. Franklin Wiley house.
A Victorian built about
1895 the beautiful home

was built by a machinist with the Baxter D.
Whitney Company. This
home was also split into a
duplex for a time period,
but the current owners,
the Carpenters, restored
it to its glory as a single
family home and have
been lovingly restoring
its Victorian elegance.
Continue up Central
Street to the Sargent
House at 518 Central
St. This 1907 Victorian
Queen Anne revival with
its turret, wide porch
and shingles, is representative of a “cottage”
style popular for a period of time at the turn of
the 20th century. Eaton
Sargent’s name is synonymous with the Alaska
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century. Durgins Pharmacy
occupied the storefront at the
corner of Railroad and Central
streets nearly from the moment
the building was available for
occupancy. Other tenants have
included a dry goods and jewelry store – operated by John
Hager – a clothing store and
a shoe store. Dentist Charles
Norcross occupied space on
the second floor, which also
accommodated a hall run by
the Watatic Tribe Improved
Order of Redmen. The Redmen
sponsored dances in the hall
during the winter months and
band concerts at a bandstand
on Oak Street during the summer. Due to declining membership, the order disbanded
sometime during World War II.

TheHeartOf Massachusetts.com

Freezer Company, yet
another large manufacturing company in
Winchendon’s past. The
beautiful old home has
always remained a single family residence, and
sports an indoor pool
among its amenities. It
now, however, includes a
law office as Atty. David
LaPointe and his wife
Danielle, who is attending law school, maintain
their office in the “Lawft”
at the rear of the home.
The WHCC hopes all
will enjoy this year’s version of the Holiday House
Tours. For questions
please contact President
Don O’Neil at (978) 8333025.

LEGALS

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Superior Court
Department of the Trial Court
Worcester, SS.
Civil Action No. 17-1908A
To Benjamin J. Langham and Lindsey
J. Langham, both of Winchendon,
Worcester County, AND TO ALL
PERSONS ENTITLED TO THE
BENEFIT OF THE SOLDIERS’ AND
SAILORS’ CIVIL RELIEF ACT OF 1940
AS AMENDED: Workers’ Credit Union
of Fitchburg, Worcester County, claiming to be the holder of a mortgage
covering property situated on Central
Street, being numbered 398 on said
street, in said Winchendon, given by
Benjamin J. Langham and Lindsey J.
Langham to Workers’ Credit Union,
dated April 30, 2015, and recorded
in the Worcester District Registry of
Deeds, Book 53662, Page 58, has filed
with said court a Complaint for authority
to foreclose said mortgage in the manner following: by entry on and possession of the premises therein described
and by exercise of the power of sale
contained in said mortgage.
If you are entitled to the benefits of the
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of
1940 as amended, and you object to
such foreclosure you or your attorney
should file a written appearance and
answer in said court at Worcester in
said County on or before the eighth day
of January, next or you may be forever
barred from claiming that such foreclosure is invalid under said Act.
Witness, Judith Fabricant, Esquire,
Administrative Justice of said Court,
this twenty-seventh day of November
2017.
Dennis P. McManus
CLERK
December 8, 2017
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