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Local Edward Jones branch team
celebrates anniversary, national award

Old Sturbridge Village 
Communications 

Department expands

QCC at Southbridge
making a positive impact

Hitchcock Academy presents
Seventh Annual Sip and Stars fundraiser

STURBRIDGE — The Edward Jones team in the 
Sturbridge branch office has much to celebrate. This 
year marks Financial Advisor Jeff Burdick's 15th anni-
versary in the community and the firm's recognition by 
J.D. Power for client satisfaction.

Burdick joined Edward Jones in 2006, and for the past 
15 years has served the Sturbridge area from his branch 
office. As the local financial advisor, he believes in part-
nering for positive impact to improve the wellbeing of 
his clients and colleagues, and to better his community 
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The Edward Jones team in the Sturbridge branch office has much to celebrate. This year marks Financial Advisor Jeff Burdick's 
15th anniversary in the community and the firm's recognition by J.D. Power for client satisfaction.

and society. He is a 19-year local resident.
Client Satisfaction Award – In April, Edward Jones 

ranked highest in investor satisfaction, according to the 
J.D. Power 2021 U.S. Full-service Investor Satisfaction 
Study. The study measures overall investor satisfaction 
with 24 full-service investment firms based on seven 
factors including product offerings; problem resolution; 
convenience; digital experience; financial advisors; 
value; and trust. Edward Jones has ranked highest in 
investor satisfaction by J.D. Power for several years − 
in 2019, 2015 (tied), 2012, 2010, 2009, 2007−2005, and in a tie 
in 2002, when the study began. For more information, 
visit jdpower.com/awards.

Burdick said, "It's been a great honor to serve the 
Sturbridge community these 15 years, building rela-
tionships with clients and setting the financial path 
that helps them live their best lives. And the J.D. Power 
recognition we've received as a firm is especially mean-
ingful because it demonstrates that the appreciation for 

STURBRIDGE — Earlier this summer, Old 
Sturbridge Village (OSV) added two new hires to 
their newly restructured Marketing department in 
an effort to centralize communications and content 
production at the museum. Lex Piccione was hired 
as Lead Designer and Christine Freitas for a newly 
created position, Director of Communications and 
Content.

While a lot of organizations have been forced 
to downsize over the past year, Old Sturbridge 
Village has continued to grow and expand on their 
programs and educational resources. This has 
given the Village the opportunity to bring in new 
talent and promote already existing talent within 
the organization. The divisions of program and 
interpretation, museum education, collections, 
and research have also added staff to support the 
mission of the Village.

“We set out to expand the capacity of the existing 
Marketing department at OSV earlier this year 
in an effort to streamline and manage messaging 
and communications across all departments at 
the Village,” said Christine Tieri, Chief Marketing 
Officer.

Lex Piccione was an obvious and strong choice 
for the museum. She comes to the Village after 
spending six years as a Graphic Designer for 
the Boston Children’s Museum. Originally from 
Killingly, Conn., she earned a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from the School of the Museum of Fine Arts 
(SNFA) and Tufts University. She spent a semester 
abroad at the Studio Art Center International in 
Florence Italy and also has a Master of Fine Arts 

Turn To OSV, page     A15
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BIG CATCH
After coming up with nothing but sunfish his last couple 
of fishing trips, six-year-old Kyle Pucci was bursting with 
pride when he reeled in “the big one” off his family’s 
dock at Hamilton Reservoir in Holland last week.

SOUTHBRIDGE — Quinsigamond Community 
College is making it easier for those in Southbridge 
and the surrounding communities to have access 
to high quality, affordable higher education oppor-
tunities, with its move to Southbridge High School. 
Beginning this fall, QCC at Southbridge will begin 
offering both in-person and online classes for the 
fall 2021 semester.

“The establishment of a QCC satellite campus 
in Southbridge High School has been incredibly 

successful and I look forward to our second year of 
collaboration.  The partnership has provided our 
students with the opportunity to enroll in college 
courses while in high school.  I look forward to 
once again working closely with QCC to provide 
the students of Southbridge High School with the 
opportunity to take college courses, while they 
are enrolled in high school,” said Southbridge 

BRIMFIELD — For the 
seventh year in a row, 
Hitchcock Academy, with 
generous support from 
Country Bank and B.T.’s 
Smokehouse, presents 
summer’s best opportuni-
ty to make a wish on a 
shooting star. For either 
of two nights, Wednesday, 
Aug. 11 or Thursday, Aug. 
12 from 6 to 10 p.m., view-
ers can enjoy libations 
from Brimfield Winery 
and Rapscallion Brewery 
while watching the sum-
mer’s best star show under 
the wide open sky at the 
Brimfield Winery Field on 
Route 20 in Brimfield.

Each admission tick-
et includes a full pour of 
wine or beer and a laser 
guided tour of the night 

sky by Geoff and Kim 
McClean, who are the 
Lead Night Sky Rangers 
with The Last Green 
Valley. The McClean’s 
will bring telescopes for 
up close viewing of the 
meteors as well as provid-
ing a Wi-Fi transceiver 
option allowing guests to 
use their cell phones to 
see the display in real time 
just as it appears through 
telescope lens. All Sip and 
Stars guests have to do 
is follow this exact link: 
http://192.168.0.116:7094 
to connect.  No password 
required. Aug. 11 and 12 
are peak gazing opportuni-
ties for the annual Perseid 
Meteor shower, which 

have been known to show 
50 to 100 meteors per hour. 
In the early hours before 
sunset crowds can enjoy 
music by James Paul on 
Wednesday or by Kitchen 
Jam on Thursday. 
Stargazers are invited 
to pack a picnic supper, 
or they have the option 
to splurge from B.T.’s 
Smokehouse food truck, 
which will be serving both 
nights.  No outside alco-
holic beverages will be 
allowed.

This is the second year 
the Hitchcock Academy 
summer benefit, which 
combines the local area’s 
favorite beverages with 
a guided tour of the sea-

Turn To EDWARD JONES, page     A14

Turn To QCC, page     A14

Turn To SIP AND STARS, page     A14
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J is for Jewelry

Great Gifts!

136 Main Street • Spencer • 508-885-3385 
cormierspencer.com 

& ART GALLERY
A Family Business Since 1949

For Bridal Parties, 
Birthday, Anniversary,  

or any special occasion. 

W is for Woody's
  

Sean Wood - Owner
324 Main St., Spencer, MA

p: 774.745.8323 f: 774.745.8324
woodysautocollisionrepair.net

Direct Insurance Repair Shop

RENTAL CAR OR TRUCK CAN BE ARRANGED FOR YOU 
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS  

 OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE   
ALL INSURANCE CO. ACCEPTED INCLUDING OUT OF STATE 

In addition to our expert Auto Body Services, NOW Woody’s 
Professional Rustproofing and Undercoating Services!  

Maintain safety and value by protecting your vehicle’s body 
from rust, debris, salts and pests. We are now scheduling 

appointments. For detail information check out our website!

Y haven't you been to Sheena's?

A city style 
salon with small 

town charm

508-885-4477 • 322 Main Street • Spencer, MA 01562 | Sheena Toscano ~ Owner/Stylist
hair | lashes | waxing | skincare | facials | massage

Tues 10-8 • Wed & Thurs 10-7 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 8-2
SheenasSalonandSpa.com

  

I is for Insects
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1997

PEST CONTROL
508-864-0346

ACCURATE
JASON HIGHT

LICENSE#40308
DAVE HIGHT

LICENSE#1649

CALL US FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE! 
508-864-0346 

11 Old Colony Rd. •Auburn, MA 01501

*Mention this Ad and recieve 10% OFF your first service* 
*some exclusions apply*

Licensed & 
Insured

For Email Inquries & Estimates: Jasonhight24@gmail.com

S is for Solar

It's never been easier or more affordable in 
Massachusetts with some of the BEST solar 
incentive programs in the country. When you 
Switch to Solar with Higgins, you'll receive:

GO  
"SOLAR"THIS 

SUMMER!

• FREE Site Analysis
• Cost/Benefit Analysis 
• Help with Rebate
• Financing
• System Installation
• System Activation
• AND MORE!

Get your FREE Site Analysis today! 
HIGGINSENERGY.COM  ·  978-355-6343

R is for Ramco

We offer Same Day Service on most  
insulated glass repairs, with great prices!

GLASS & 
SCREEN 
REPAIR
Foggy, cracked, or broken glass 

in your windows or doors?

New Screens made to fit 
existing windows

We can save you 
time and money!

Ramco Window Services, Inc.
1152 Main St (Rt. 9) Leicester, MA 01524
508-892-4200  •  rwsi4108@verizon.net

Call Today  For A Free  Estimate!

H is for Hardwick

444 Lower Road (Rt. 32), Gilbertville, MA 01031
 413-477-6913       hardwickfarmers.net

Mon-Fri 8-6 • Sat. 8-5 • Sun 9-3

HARDWICK FARMERS  
Co-Operative Exchange, Inc. 

Your Summer Garden Headquarters

Lawn & Garden, Pet Products,  
Feed & Farm Supplies, Metal Roofing,  

Work Clothing, Fresh Local Eggs, Cheese,  
Maple Syrup Products, Country Toys,  

Propane, Wood PelletsFamily owned & operated since 1977 
Community is our top priority!

F is for Ford

Hours: Sales Mon-Thurs 8:30-7; Fri 8:30-6; Sat 8:30-4 
 Service Mon-Fri 8-5; Sat 8-12

 Visit us on-line at lamoureuxford.com 
366 E. Main Street, Rte. 9 East Brookfield

877-LAM-FORD or 508-885-1000

Everybody Talks 
About Ford and Lamoureux Ford!

4 Best Vehicle Lineup!  
4 Best Sales Experience! 
4 27 -Time President’s Award Winner! 
    24 in a row!

M is for Moving

MOVING?

CALL US TODAY 
508-868-4291

www.FreshStartMovingCrew.com
MDPU# 31690 | USDOT# 2407387 | MC# 828326

A is for Adventure

A Fall or 
Summer 
Day Trip!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at  

(413) 436-5357 or visit adventuretoursofwarren.com

August 14:  
Escape to Rockport…$79

September 18:  
Boston for a Day…$69

October 23:  
Salem Day Trip …$79

November 13:  
Old Mill for Lunch …$89

X is for eXpert P.T.

Accepting New Patients!

Choice Physical Therapy is a Patient 
First, Goal Orientated PT Clinic.

Free Injury Evaluation for a limited 
time. Covid-safe precautions are 

always taken. 
By appointment only. 

774-449-8058
133 W. Main St., Spencer

E is for Erin

T is for Towing
WE’RE ALWAYS OPEN!

Towing & Recovery, Inc.
 324 Main Street

 Spencer, MA 01562

 •  24 hr. Roadside Assistance
 •  Tow Service: Cars/Trucks/  
  Construction Equipment
 •  Construction Supply Delivery
 •  Motorcycle/Boat/ATV
Fully insured to cover full value of anything we tow.

Call for a free quote! 774-745-8888
  USDOT 3206890                   MC 1053208-C

Audette’s

V is for VetClean

•  Veteran Owned and Operated
•  At your home or business to restore your   
 vehicles interior and exterior from everyday wear  
 and tear
• Cosmetic repairs including cracked windshield,  
 rock chip, scratch repair, scuffs & paintless  
 dent removals
• By appointment.

Call Nick at 774-633-7108 or email 
vetcleanllc@gmail.com for more info!
Beautifying America one vehicle at a time!

K is for Kearns

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs • Diagnostics • A/C Repair  
Tune Ups & Engine Repair • Brakes • Alternators 
 Starters • ABS• Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

10¢ Off 
PER GALLON
(125 GAL MIN)

20¢ Off 
PER GALLON ON YOUR NEXT

FILL UP (MIN 75 GAL)

OIL PROPANE

With coupon. One coupon per customer. Exp 8/31/21. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer or on previous purchases or fuel assistance program

O is for Oil

Order online 
Americandiscountoil.com

413-289-9428
1182 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069

Need oil & propane right away? Call American today!
& PROPANE

C is for Classes

A Unique Destination Experience

Classes,Health Food & Products

Yoga

Qi Flow

Holy Fire Reiki

  Love the Life 
you Live!

N is for Nursing
Dive into a New Career at 

Quaboag
Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing Center

47 East Main St., West Brookfield, MA 01585

Please contact Julie Stapleton at: (508) 867-7716 
or apply online at quaboagonthecommon.com

Come work for us!  
We are a De�ciency-Free community facility 
in a beautiful small town with a family feel.
We have great bene�ts • Flexible schedules
New higher Sign-on and Referral bonuses !

WE ARE CURRENTLY HIRING!
FT Evening SUP
FT 7p-7a Nurses
FT 3p-11p Nurses
FT CNAs all shi�s

PT Dietary Aides 
days and evenings
FT Houskeeper

nalspaintcenter.com

Service Like No Other

NAL’S offers a large selection of  
wall coverings and window treatments.

Worcester 
Auburn • Leominster

Shrewsbury 
Westborough

Find our BOGO Coupon on our website

P is for Paint

G is for Gutters

GARY’S 
GUTTERS

     ~ Locally Owned ~ 

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Fully Insured ~ Installations 
Cleaning ~ Repairs 
FREE ESTIMATES

Call or Text 
508.353.2279   

gotogutterguy.com

Gutter Installations

D is for Dentist

Crowns • Caps • Bridges  
Complete and Partial Dentures • Non Surgical 

Gum Treatment • Root Canal Therapy • Surgical Services
BREATH CLINIC-WE TREAT CHRONIC BAD BREATH

Gentle Caring State of the Art 
Dentistry For The Whole Family

Cosmetic Dentistry • Restorative Dentistry • Preventative Dentistry

We now offer In-house Dental Insurance. 
Call for more information!

 HERBAL DENTAL PRODUCTS 
All Instruments Fully Sterilized • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Nasser S. Hanna 

 (Corner of Greenville St. & Main St.)
284 Main St., Spencer 508-885-5511

SPENCER 
FAMILY DENTAL

New Patients 
Welcome

New Patients Welcome! We Strive For Painless Dentistry!

Q is for Quality

June 
Auburn News, Charlton Villager, Spencer New 

Leader, Blackstone Valley Tribune
508-909-4062 • jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Mikaela
Southbridge News,  

Sturbridge Villager, Webster Times
508-909-4126 • Mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

Stonebridge Press brings our communities 
local quality content and a great  

advertising platform for your business in 
Mass and Conn. For advertising  

information and a�ordable rates, please 
contact us! We have a spot for you!  

All of our newspapers can be viewed at 
www.508local.com.

BBBBBBBBBC’C’C’C’C’C’C’C’C’sssC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’ssssssC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’sC’C’C’AAAAAAAAAAAA OF THE SUMMER SEASON 2021
Support these local businesses  

and tell them you saw their ad in the ABC’s!

3ND ANNUAL Find the ABC’s Scramble inside this issue.

1103 Main St. • Leicester
benstackleshack.com

B is for Ben's Tackle

LIVE 
BAIT
508•892•5500

L is for Loan

U is for Uncle Sam's
      

400 E. Main St.,Rte 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515 

508.885.5019

Call or order online for pickup and delivery. 
To limit contact & speed up food prep times, please 
order online and prepay. We accept cash for pickup & 

delivery. Curbside pickup and no contact delivery available.
Delivery within 5 Miles • We Deliver To  

Spencer, E. Brookfield, Brookfield, & N. Brookfield   
HOURS:  Sun-Thurs 11-9; Fri & Sat 11-10 

Call or Order online: www.unclesamspizzas.com

REGISTER AND GET 10% OFF 
FIRST ONLINE ORDER 

and special offers and promotions 
regularly available to subscribers.

MONTHLY 
SPECIALS!

2 LARGE 
CHEESE PIZZAS 
$18.99

Z is for Zoom
CAHILL'S TIRE & AUTO SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1967

WE KEEP YOUR 
MOTOR RUNNING!

You can count on us to solve even 
the most di�cult problem.

Free Alignment with Purchase of 4 Tires
508.987.0603

33 SUTTON AVE., OXFORD, MA • EXT. 4B OFF I-395 
 CAHILLSTIRE.COM
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ACCURACY WATCH

The Sturbridge Villager is committed to 
accuracy in all its news reports. Although 
numerous safeguards are in place to ensure 
accurate reporting, mistakes can occur.

Confirmed fact errors will be corrected 
at the top right hand corner of page 3 in a 
timely manner.

If you find a mistake, call (508) 909-
4106 or email news@stonebridgepress.
news during normal business hours. During 
non-business hours, leave a message in 
the editor’s voice mailbox. The editor will 
return your phone call.

OPEN 
Tuesday/Wednesday 8am-2pm

Thursday/Friday 8am-8pm
Saturday and Sunday 7am-2pm 

(BREAKFAST ALL DAY)

220 AIRPORT ACCESS ROAD, SOUTHBRIDGE
OPEN BREAKFAST AND LUNCH • DINNER THURSDAY & FRIDAY TIL 8PM

NOW SERVING ICE CREAM!
Tues-Sun 2pm-8pm
with a limited food menu

FRIDAY AUG 6th DINNER SPECIAL 
Buy 1 fish and chips get one 1/2 off

Dinner Only 5pm-8pm

Dine-In 
OR 

Take-Out

Hi! My name is Trey’von 
 and I am very affectionate!

Trey’von is a playful boy of 
Hispanic descent. He can be 
shy when meeting new people, 
but once he is comfortable, he 
is affectionate and easily en-
gaged. Trey’von enjoys playing 
age-appropriate games, watch-
ing movies, playing outside, 
and coloring. Trey’von does ex-
tremely well in a structured envi-
ronment with clear and consist-
ent boundaries, both at home 
and in school.

Trey’von is legally freed for 
adoption and can be placed in 
any type of family with or with-
out other children. Trey’von has 
bi-monthly visits with his birth 
mother until an adoption is fi-
nalized, then the visits will de-
crease to two visits per year. 

Trey’von will also need to maintain three visits per year with his sibling.

Who Can Adopt?
Can you provide the guidance, love and stability that a child needs? If 

you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room in 
your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adoptive 
parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; renters 
or homeowners; LGBTQ singles and couples.    

The process to adopt a child from foster care requires training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you, and if so, 
to help connect you with a child or sibling group that your family will be a 
good match for.

To learn more about adoption from foster care, call the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) at 617-964-6273 or visit www.ma-
reinc.org. The sooner you call, the sooner a waiting child will have a per-
manent place to call home.

j j j Friday’s Child j j j
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TOWN OF BRIMFIELD
Town Job Posting 

Highway Department: Truck Driver / Laborer
Quali�ed candidate must possess strong work skills in all aspects of construc-

tion. Works under the direction of the Highway Surveyor. Conforms to depart-
mental regulations, licenses and professional standards as stated in job descrip-
tion.

Minimum of two to �ve years of experience in road construction or equivalent 
combination of education and work experience.

Full time, 40 hours per week, bene�ts and competitive wage. Starting date: August 23, 2021
Please forward letter of interest and resume to Zach Lemieux, Highway Surveyor, Town of Brim-

�eld, 34B Wales Road, Brim�eld, MA 01010, or e-mail to highway@brim�eldma.org until position is 
�lled. �e town of Brim�eld is an equal Opportunity provider and employer. 

For complete job description, please visit www.brim�eldma.org. 
Posted on: 7/27/2021

LOST 
CAT

Last Seen on July 16th 
Bline House Road 

North Grosvenordale, CT
Dark Tabby Color 

Please call Chris with any info 
860-634-6001

Commitment to Excellence. Committed to Christ

Representing 150 Years of Catholic Education in Southbridge

TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY, Southbridge, MA K-8 Full Academic Program, new re-opening plan in place!

Enrolment opportunities available, svave your spot now. 

Inquire at: www.trinitycatholicacademy.org, or call: Principal, Angela Symock: 508-765-5991

CELEBRATING 26 YEARS

Trinity Catholic Academy Presents:   

Saturday, September 25, 2021

Heritage Country Club • 85 Sampson Road, Charlton, MA

Prizes, Gifts And Contests: Raffle • Table Prizes • Closest to the Pin • Longest Drive

HOLE IN ONE = $10,000 CASH PRIZE • PUTTING CONTEST = $5,000 CASH PRIZE

Steak or Chicken Luncheon in the Clubhouse

Registration begins at 6:30am with coffee & pastry • Shotgun start at 7:30am Cost: $130 per golfer.  

For more information visit: https://trinitycatholicacademy.org/golf-classic/

The 26th Annual TCA Golf Tournament

Bay Path alumna, LPN to RN grad 
has a wide perspective

QCC’s Respiratory Care program 
receives credentialing success award

CHARLTON — Over ten years, 
Danielle Southall-Scotto, formerly 
of Southbridge, now of Brooklyn, 
Conn., rose through the ranks, from 
a resident care assistant to well-
ness nurse, from Licensed Practical 
Nurse (LPN) floor nurse in a sub-
acute rehabilitation unit in a skilled 
nursing facility to now, a Registered 
Nurse (RN)! 

 When she reflects on that time, 
she admits it was difficult, but she is 
also extremely grateful. It is a time 
of immense pride in her own tenac-
ity toward earning her Associate in 
Science in Nursing (ASN) degree 
from Excelsior College with a 3.0 
GPA. For Danielle to make the tran-
sition from LPN to RN, she complet-
ed the ASN and took the NCLEX-
RN, the National Council Licensure 
Examination for RN licensure.  

Her knowledge and compassion 
helped her lead through the chal-
lenges of navigating the year of 
COVID-19, working full-time at the 
Milford Regional Physician Group 
in Northbridge, MA and completing 
all her course work including tak-
ing a two-part test that is a clinical 
examination also known as CPNE.  

“Goal-directed, hardworking, 
compassionate, dedicated…all these 
words describe Danielle,” said 

Courtesy

Danielle Southall-Scotto

Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, CRRN Academy Director 
at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy. “Danielle graduat-
ed at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy in 2017, was the recipient 
of the Academic Excellence Award 
and was inducted to the National 
Technical Honor Society.” 

Southall-Scotto completed her sec-
ondary education in 2007 at Bay 
Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School with honors, National 
Honor Society.

“The Excelsior College’s program 
is essentially a self-taught program,”  
said Southall-Scotto.

“I am grateful to Bay Path for 
helping to lay a foundation for me to 
complete this, without a good foun-
dation I would have never made it 
through,” she concludes.  

As a practical nursing student 
at Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy, Danielle was a member of 
the Mock Code Team. She compet-
ed in the SkillsUSA Medical Math 
category and won a gold medal in 
District, a gold medal in state, and 
a bronze medal at the national com-
petition in Louisville, Kentucky. 
According to Southall-Scotto, she 
plans on continuing with her aca-
demic progression and earns her 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN) degree “after working as an 
RN for a little while.”

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Respiratory 
Care Program has received the dis-
tinguished Registered Respiratory 
Therapist (RRT) Credentialing 
Success Award from the Commission 
on Accreditation for Respiratory 
Care (CoARC). The College has 
joined a select group of programs 
that received this national recog-
nition based on a high-level perfor-
mance of key accreditation metrics.

“The students of QCC have labored 
diligently to strive for excellence in 
this respected profession by earn-
ing the highly-desirable, Registered 
Respiratory Therapist credential. 
I am thrilled with their success 
and demonstration of skillfulness 
in their chosen profession,” said 
Professor Emerita Karen Kaletski 
Dufault.

This award is presented as part of 
CoARC’s continued efforts to value 
the RRT credential as a standard 
of professional achievement. The 
CoARC views the RRT credential as 
a measure of a program’s success in 
inspiring its graduates to achieve 
their highest educational and pro-
fessional aspirations.

To earn this prestigious award, 
programs were required to have 
three or more years of outcome data, 
hold accreditation without a prog-
ress report, document RRT creden-
tialing success of 90 percent or above, 
and meet or exceed core thresholds 

for the Therapist Multiple Choice 
(TMC) examination high cut score 
and retention. QCC had a three-
year (2017 – 2019) average of 100% 
of students who achieved the high 
cut score.  The CoARC threshold for 
retention is 70% and QCC had a 96% 
retention rate for the same 3-year 
average (2017-2019).

“This is the first time that the pro-
gram has achieved this recognition 
and it could not have been done with-
out the leadership of Karen Dufault, 
who was the previous program coor-
dinator/director until she retired 
in 2020,” said Assistant Professor of 
Respiratory Care, Keith Hirst.

He added that Amy Hogan, cur-
rent director of clinical education, 
along with all the current and past 
clinical instructors, clinical sites, 
and Advisory Board members, QCC 
administration, and graduates of the 
program also played a large role in 
this award.

“Over this same time frame we 
had 100% job placement rate within 
six months of graduation, as well as 
100% employer and graduate satis-
faction rates,” Mr. Hirst said.

To learn more visit QCC’s 
Respiratory Care Program.

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 
508-854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.
edu
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VILLAGER 
ALMANAC

OPEN TO CLOSE

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

REAL ESTATE
BRIMFIELD

$435,000, 285 Webber Rd, A& B 
Automotive Prop LLC, to Spring 

Mountain LLC.
$267,350, 45 Dean Pond Rd, Thompson, 

Colleen, to Poirier, Eric J.
$68,000, Washington Rd, Stearns, James 

C, and Stearns, Kenneth, to Bhuvana 
Woodland LLC.

HOLLAND
None

STURBRIDGE
$150,000, 249 Brookfield Rd, Kapa Prop 
Management LLC, to Beu, Joshua L.
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QCC’s Early Childhood Education
Lab School to reopen this fall

STCC celebrates 
the Class of 2021

Students named to
University of Hartford Honors Lists

5 great reasons
to participate in 
scholastic sports

Abigail Stansky 
receives

degree from
Nichols College

WORCESTER — The Children’s School: Quinsigamond 
Community College’s Early Childhood Education Lab 
School will reopen its doors in Fall 2021.  The school is 
currently enrolling children for the 2021- 2022 academ-
ic year, under the leadership of new Director Kristen 
Fuller.

“After careful review by our Administration and 
the QCC Board of Trustees, we made the decision 
to renew our commitment to the Children’s School: 

SPRINGFIELD — STCC celebrates the graduates from fall 
2020, spring 2021 and summer 2021. Members of the Class of 
2021 were recognized during a virtual ceremony streamed on 
June 18 and available on STCC's YouTube channel.

Springfield Technical Community College recognizes the 
following students who completed graduation requirements.

Quinn Bushe, of Sturbridge graduated from the college.
Mark Maslon, of Brimfield graduated from the college.
Lucas Roso, of Brimfield graduated with honors from the 

college.
STCC, the Commonwealth's only technical community 

college, continues the pioneering legacy of the Springfield 
Armory with comprehensive and technical education in 
manufacturing, STEM, healthcare, business, social services, 
and the liberal arts. STCC's highly regarded workforce, cer-
tificate, degree, and transfer programs are the most afford-
able in Springfield and provide unequalled opportunity for 
the vitality of Western Massachusetts. Founded in 1967, the 
college - a designated Hispanic Serving Institution - seeks to 
close achievement gaps among students who traditionally 
face societal barriers. STCC supports students as they trans-
form their lives through intellectual, cultural, and econom-
ic engagement while becoming thoughtful, committed and 
socially responsible graduates.

Early Childhood Education Lab School and 
the opportunities it affords our students and 
the young children in our community,” said 
QCC President Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

The Children’s School: Early Childhood 
Education Lab School serves as a lab/training 
site for students majoring in Early Childhood 
Education and is an integral part of the pro-
gram. It provides supervised student partic-
ipation and field placement experience for 
Early Childhood Education Associate Degree 
students.

“I am very excited to have joined a team of 
dedicated professionals and to have children 
return to the QCC campus,” Ms. Fuller said.

“The School was established as a resource 
for QCC students, but has become a true 
model of collaboration and commitment to 
top-notch, high-quality education and care of 

children between the ages of two years, nine 
months to five years,” Ms. Fuller said, adding 
that the School will have a daily capacity of 28 
children.

The Children’s School: Early Childhood 
Education Lab School was the first center 
granted the highest level on the Massachusetts 
Quality Rating and Improvement System 
(QRIS). The QRIS is a method used to assess, 
improve, and communicate the level of quality 
in early child care, early child care education, 
and after-school settings.

For more information visit www.QCC.edu/
childrensschool.

For more information on QCC, con-
tact Josh Martin, Director of Institutional 
Communications at 508-854-7513 or jmartin@
qcc.mass.edu.

WEST HARTFORD, Conn. — The University 
of Hartford is pleased to announce the stu-
dents who have been named to the President's 
Honors List and/or the Dean's List for Spring 
2021.

Grace Ahlstrand of Sturbridge: President's 
Honors List and the Dean's List

Andrew Briere of Holland: President's 
Honors List and the Dean's List

Spread across seven dynamic schools and 
colleges, the University of Hartford has been 
guiding the purpose and passion of students 
for over six decades. On our 350-acre campus 
alongside Connecticut's capital city, approxi-
mately 4,600 undergraduate and 2,000 graduate 

students representing 49 states and 47 coun-
tries come together for a common purpose: 
to collaborate across different disciplines, 
diversify perspectives, and broaden world-
views. We're a four-year private university 
focused on advancing the public good through 
meaningful connections within our communi-
ties. Our unique approach to comprehensive 
education gives us the critical perspectives 
that lead to impactful change, regionally and 
beyond. With degree programs spanning the 
arts, humanities, business, engineering and 
technology, education, and health professions, 
we focus on doing the work that matters. For 
more information, visit hartford.edu.

DUDLEY — Nichols College grad-
uated 245 undergraduate students 
this spring. An in person commence-
ment celebration was held for the 
class of 2021 on May 15.

Abigail Stansky of Sturbridge 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts, 
majoring in English.

About Nichols College
Nichols College is a college of 

choice for business and leadership 
education as a result of its distinc-
tive career-focused and leader-
ship-based approaches to learning, 
both in and out of the classroom, 
and through impactful research and 
professional education. Students 
thrive in a learning and living envi-
ronment that is supported by an 
experiential business curriculum 
and a strong liberal arts founda-
tion aimed at transforming them 
into tomorrow's leaders. Nichols 
also offers master's degrees in busi-
ness, leadership, accounting, and 
counterterrorism, as well as a range 
of certificate programs, to promote 
career advancement for today's pro-
fessionals.

Many kids are intro-
duced to sports at an early 
age. Though young chil-
dren may enjoy the recre-
ational aspect of playing 
sports, a serious passion 
for a particular sport may 
develop as children reach 
high school. Such passions 
can be encouraged, as par-
ticipating in sports can 
be highly beneficial for 
young people.

1. Learn resilience: 
Compared to generations 
past, when children may 
have had jobs during the 
school year, today’s chil-
dren do not have many 
demands placed on them 
beyond schoolwork and 
maybe some light chores 
around the house. The 
average student may use 
sports as a way to learn 
about and overcome chal-
lenges. Participating in 
sports can teach kids how 
to recover from setbacks 
(being the losing team) or 
dealing with adverse situ-
ations (sports-related inju-
ries).

2. Improve fitness: 
School sports require 
ongoing physical activity, 
which is advantageous to 
children in an age when 
lifestyles are increasingly 
sedentary. A report from 
the National Federation 
of State High School 
Associations found that 
when female students are 

given more opportunity to 
engage in athletics in high 
school, their weight and 
body mass improve. School 
sports can help students 
overcome the negatives of 
sedentary lifestyles.

3. Relieve stress: 
Exercise in any shape 
or form can help relieve 
stress. The camaraderie 
that develops within a 
team setting also can boost 
self-esteem and help some 
students overcome any 
feelings of isolation they 
may confront during ado-
lescence.

4. Boost brainpow-
er: School sports may 
work the body but they 
also benefit the brain. A 
report from the Institute 
of Medicine indicates chil-
dren who are physically 
active show greater atten-
tion, have faster cognitive 
processing speed and per-
form better on academic 
tests than those who are 
sedentary.

5. Develop confidence 
and leadership skills: 
A study from Cornell 
University says teens who 
played sports developed 
stronger leadership skills 
and developed better con-
fidence. That can work in 
a team or solitary setting, 
and translate into skills 
that serve a person well 
throughout life.
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PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL.
75-150 ....................$2.35
150-300 ..................$1.99
300-500 ..................$1.85
500 PLUS ... CALL OFFICE

Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
• Monday price 7/26/21 was $2.30 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
• Call for the most up to date daily price or visit us at 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

Floods. Fires.  
16th birthdays. 
What scares you 
the most? 
Sometimes the littlest things can 
keep you up at night. But with 
Bair Insurance at your side, the 
future isn’t so scary.  
Call 508-248-4204 and let us 
provide you with a free quote and 
answer any questions.

Coverage 
for Auto, 

Home, Boat, 
Wedding 

and more!

BAIR INSURANCE AGENCY 
58 AF PUTNAM RD 
CHARLTON, MA 01507 
Phone: 508.248.4204 
Fax: 508.248.1199 
Email: cs@bairinsurance.com Web 
Site: WWW.BAIRINSURANCE.COM

Peter Maly, R.D.O. • Renee Gomez, O.D.

109 Masonic Home Road, Charlton MA 01507
508-248-1188 • Same Day Service

Mon 9-6 | Tues 10-6 | Wed 10-5 | Thurs 10- 7 | Fri 10-5 | Sat 9-2

Eyeglasses 
Eye Exams • Contacts

Trust your eyes to the eye  
professionals who have achieved the 
BEST OF CENTRAL MASS AWARD 

for the past five years!

Find Us on Social Media

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.CrookedCreekFarmMA.com     

Email: crookedcreekfarmma@gmail.com

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

BEST FARM FRESH MEATS IN CENTRAL MA
PASTURE RAISED • NATURAL MEATS

Crooked Creek Farm
~est. 1992~

East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Crooked Creek Farm

1/4, 1/2, Whole Beef 
Available

Jeff Burdick, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

419 Main Street
Sturbridge, MA 01566
508-347-1420
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

If you are leaving your employer, 
do you know your 401(k) options?
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 

40l(k), including leaving the money in your former 

employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s 

plan, rolling it over to an Individual Retirement 

Account (IRA) or cashing out the account subject to 

tax consequences. To learn more, call today.

MKT-5894K-A

570 MAIN STREET • RT. 20 • FISKDALE, MA
TEL: 508-347-0116 • FAX: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

B R I L L I A N C E  Y O U  D E S E R V E ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Grab ‘N’ Go Home-style 
Lunch, Dinner,  

and Tasty Treats
Catering Available!

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Community 
    Connection

1009 Lebanon Hill Rd., Southbridge
508-764-0555

Shop

Custom Embroidery 
& Heat Transfer

We’re here to service all of your 
screen print and embroidery 

needs, jobs big and small!
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Follow form and function
when outfitting your dorm room

College campuses are a home away 
from home for much of the year for stu-
dents who go away to school. According 
to Azusa Pacific University, many uni-
versities, APU included, require stu-
dents to live on campus during their 
freshman and sophomore years. Doing 
so provides many students opportuni-
ties to fully immerse themselves in their 
school communities and enjoy a little 
independence at the same time. 

Dorm rooms afford students a chance 
to impart their own unique touches on 
their living spaces. A dorm room need 
not be drab. In fact, with a little creativ-
ity and some design tips, a dorm room 
become a space to be proud of. 

• Coordinate your vision. Once you 
meet your roommate, discuss how you 
see the dorm room evolving. Choosing 
a color palette is a great place to start. 
If you can’t agree on bedding patterns, 
work with a color scheme so your side 
of the room and your roommate’s will 
coordinate.

• Invest in high-quality linens and bed-
ding. Focus your attention on making 
the one area of the room where you’ll 
spend most of your time as comfortable 
and attractive as it can be. Look for high 
thread counts on sheets and pillowcases. 
HGTV recommends a duvet cover that 
can be swapped out to change the look of 
your bed when the mood strikes. Throw 
pillows and a throw blanket are ideal 
for lounging in style, and they can be 
arranged to make a tradition XL twin 
bed look like a daybed or chaise.

• Opt for multi-use furniture. If your 
dorm room only has the basics and you 
can add a few pieces, maximize space 
and function with items that serve multi-

ple purposes. Storage ottomans can keep 
belongings organized and also serve as 
extra seating for guests. A mirror behind 
your desk can serve as a vanity for get-
ting ready when the shared bathroom is 
occupied.

• Set aside a kitchen area. While you 
may not be cooking a four-course meal 
inside your dorm room — and most 

schools limit which types of cooking 
can take place in dorm rooms — set up 
a kitchen station with some essentials. 
According to the storage and organi-
zational company Spacewise, a rolling 
utility cart equipped with a coffee maker, 
small microwave, mini fridge, and some 
cube storage containers is the perfect 
place to have snacks and beverages at 

the ready.
• Maximize storage. Shelves over a bed, 

underbed storage, bedskirt organizers, 
closet caddies, and additional organiza-
tional gadgets can keep rooms tidy and 
functional.

Dorm rooms can be customized with 
some simple additions to make these 
spaces feel more like home.
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The number of people who have been infected by the novel 
coronavirus COVID-19 is difficult to determine,  as millions of 
people may have had the virus but been asymptomatic. But as 
of April 2021, the Center for Systems Science and Engineering 
at Johns Hopkins University reported that more than 31 mil-
lion people in the United States have had confirmed coronavi-
rus infections, and Canada reported 1,087,158 confirmed cases 
with 80,204 considered active at that time. Thousands of new 
cases are reported daily nationwide, and many others have 
occurred around the world.

Even though COVID-19 is widespread and highly contagious, 
the silver lining is that a very high percentage of people recover 
from the disease. WebMD says that recovery rates fluctuate 
between 97 and 99.75 percent. However, COVID-19 can affect 
various parts of the body and produce long-lasting side effects. 

A study from the Korea Disease Control and Prevention 
Agency found that 91 percent of people who recovered from 
COVID-19 reported at least one long-lasting symptom, and 
fatigue and trouble concentrating were the most common. 
With this in mind, individuals who have recovered from the 
illness and want to get back to their daily activities — including 
exercising — may need to be especially careful.

Health experts recommend a slow, phased approach to 
resuming exercise after recovering from COVID-19. It’s also 
worth noting that it may take some time to regain pre-illness 
fitness levels, so individuals are urged to go easy on themselves 
if they cannot meet certain milestones.

David Salman, Ph.D., a clinical fellow in primary care at the 
Imperial College London, was lead author of a report published 
in the British Medical Journal that aimed to answer questions 
about returning to exercise. One of his recommendations is to 
wait for seven days after major symptoms have stopped before 
beginning to slowly build up physical activity. One should 
start with light-intensity exercises, such as walking or yoga. 
Gradually, more challenging activities, including brisk walk-
ing, swimming or light resistance training, can be introduced. 
Each phase should be maintained for at least seven days. 

People should be mindful of getting out of breath or feeling 

too fatigued by exercise. If this occurs, they should move back 
a phase until exercise feels comfortable. Pay attention to body 
cues while doing normal daily activities, as these can help 
determine if you need to rest.

The University of Colorado Boulder Health and Wellness 
Services says exercise should not continue if people experience 
chest pain, difficulty breathing, shortness of breath, abnormal 
heartbeats, or lightheadedness. Individuals are urged to con-
sult with their doctors if these symptoms appear.

Within a few weeks of infection, many people with mild cases 
of COVID-19 can typically be back to their normal fitness rou-
tines, says Anthony S. Lubinsky, MD, clinical associate profes-
sor at New York University Grossman School of Medicine. But 
slow and steady is the key to getting there.

COVID-19 has affected millions of people. With time and guid-
ance, most people who contracted COVID-19 can return to their 
pre-illness levels of physical activity.
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Your Ad Here
Call Today!

CATEGORY OF YOUR CHOICE HANDYMAN
Mark LaPierre 

 Proprietor  

No Job or Problem  
is Too Small

Spencer, MA

508-471-0699
email:

oddjobsmark@gmail.com

Fully Insured

APPLIANCES

Dave’s Appliance Inc.
508-867-3122

Parts Hotline 888-229-1027
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

All Major Brands Sales & Service

Open Saturday & Sunday  
Tax Free Weekend August 14-15, 2021 

Family owned & operated since 1978.  
Complete Line of NEW APPLIANCES

Now Selling WEBER Grills 
Instant Financing Available

To advertise in The Local Service Provider Directory 
Contact June at 508-909-4062  Jsima@stonebridgepress.news

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

Weekend 
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$300
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
pepinwasteservice@verizon.net 

Fully Insured

LOCAL 
SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

Specializing In: Personalized Monuments, Markers, Cemetery Lettering, 
Cleaning, and Bronze Markers

Call For Appointment

508-892-4193
Family Owned/Operated • Indoor/Outdoor Display

Rt. 9 • 1500 Main St.• Leicester, MA 01524
Leo Pepin Jr. • Chantelle Pepin

Bring your family’s memorial back to its original 
beauty. Have it cleaned by us professionally. 

TAX FREE SAVINGS August 14 & August 15. 
Call for appointment.

David Anthony 
Powell

Angel date
4-3-70 to 8-7-10

We love and miss you forever  
Mom, Dad, Chloe, Ty, Emme, 

Michael & Chris 
1-4-3

Sweet Child of Mine
In Loving Memory of our loving son
Of all of the special gifts in life
However great or small

To have you as our son
Was the greatest gift of all
A special time
A special face
A special son
We can’t replace
With an aching heart
We whisper low
We miss you son
And love you so

Tips for dorm room and campus safety

Exercising safely after recovering from COVID-19

How school shopping has changed in the pandemic era

Life on a college campus can be excit-
ing, especially for freshmen enjoying 
their first taste of life away from home. 
As exciting as campus life can be, it also 
can be a bit nervewracking for students 
who have never before had to fend for 
themselves. 

Administrators and security person-
nel work to make school environments 
as safe as possible, but incidents can 
happen on any campus. A recent report 
from Campus Safety and Security, there 
were 38,100 reported criminal offenses, 
including burglary and identity theft, on 
college campuses in the United States in 
2017.

Students need not live in fear on cam-
pus, but embracing various safety mea-
sures can make life at school that much 
safer.

• Hide or lock up valuables. You never 
know what may catch the eye of a thief. 
Devices and cash are near the top of lists 
of most commonly stolen possessions, 
but a desperate student may steal notes 
or even expensive textbooks if he or she 
is struggling. Always close doors and 
lock dorm rooms when leaving. Keep 
valuables out of sight at school. Consider 
buying a dorm room safe and lock your 
locker at all times.

• Prepare for emergencies. Research 
the school’s policies on emergency pre-
paredness. Some have text alert systems 
for emergency situations like adverse 
weather conditions, while others have 
clear guidelines on what students should 
do if they feel threatened in any way. 
Participate in fire drills and learn the 
nearest exits and protocols for emergen-
cy evacuations.

• Utilize the buddy system. Most cam-
puses are safe to move around, but it 
can’t hurt to schedule certain classes, 
particularly if they take place after dark, 
with a friend so you can walk to and 
from classes together. Security experts 
say that elevators and stairwells are 
common places for assailants to target 
victims. If you ever feel uncomfortable, 
trust your instincts and err on the side 
of caution.

• Install window alarms. Many retail-
ers sell battery-operated window alarms 
that can be adhered to windows. The 
alarms will activate if the window is 
opened or the glass breaks. These alarms 
can provide extra security even if your 
dorm room isn’t on the ground floor.

• Be alert when ridesharing. The safe-
ty resource Safety.com says rideshare 

crimes are on the rise. Always identify 
your driver and vehicle before getting in 
and ask the driver to identify your name, 
as he or she will have it and your destina-
tion. Wait for the ride in a safe place, and 
try to avoid riding alone.

• Maintain personal health. Be sure to 
visit the doctor and stay current on nec-
essary vaccinations, such as the one for 
meningococcal disease. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention says the 
risk for meningococcal disease in college 
students is slightly higher than the risk 
in other teens and young adults who are 
not attending college. Other communica-
tive diseases can spread more easily on 
campus as well.

Campus and dorm safety is multifac-
eted. Informed students can reduce their 
risk of being involved in accidents or 
being targeted by criminals.

Back-to-school shopping sales have 
long been indicators that the summer 
vacation season is coming to a close. 
Students and their parents may visit 
area stores or browse online looking for 
items to make the coming school year a 
success. Those lists have looked similar 
for decades, but shopping for school sup-
plies in the pandemic era may prove to 
be a unique experience.

Though hundreds of millions of adults 
and adolescents have now been vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19, there figures to be 
some lingering effects of the pandemic 
during the upcoming school year. That 
could affect which school supplies fam-
ilies buy in the weeks to come. Here’s a 
look at some of the latest trends.

• A shift from physical stores: 
According to data from IBM’s U.S. Retail 
Index, the pandemic has accelerated a 
shift away from physical stores to digital 
shopping by about five years. It’s likely 
that school shoppers will turn to the 
internet for their supplies, which means 
local brick and mortar shops should 
increase their web presence and digi-
tal shopping capabilities to reach online 
shoppers. This includes omnichannel 
fulfillment, such as buy online and pick-
up in store (BOPIS) options.

• Reassessment of what’s essential: 
The pandemic may have changed which 
items consumers consider essential. For 
example, clothing became less signifi-
cant as a greater number of students 
were enrolled in virtual learning. Back-

to-school shoppers may purchase less 
clothing and focus more on tech items, 
among others.

• Traditional supplies become less nec-
essary: In 2020, Deloitte forecasted that a 
shift in preferences and intentions would 
result in parents buying fewer tradition-
al supplies, such as notebooks and office 
supplies, as they chose to invest in dig-
ital resources to supplement children’s 
education. That shift likely will continue 
into this school year. 

• Support for local retailers: 
Community spirit grew in the early days 
of the pandemic and continues now. 
Many people prefer to shop in locally 

owned stores. Eighty percent of custom-
ers surveyed feel more or as connected 
to their communities, according to the 
business industry consultant company 
Accenture.

• Customers are trying new brands and 
products: Shoppers are trying new prod-
ucts out of curiosity as well as necessi-
ty. Back-to-school shopping may include 
novel brands and other items that may 
not have been readily purchased in years 
past.

Back-to-school shopping may continue 
to look a bit different than in previous 
years, spawning trends that may ulti-
mately become the new normal.



It’s harvest time and backyard gar-
deners everywhere 
are anticipating the 
well earned fruits 
of their labor. From 
plucking peppers to 
cutting cauliflower, 
proper harvesting 
ensures optimum 
flavor and nutrients 
from your home gar-
den.  Read on for the 
ways to up the odds of culling “the 
cream of the crop” from common vege-
table and fruit plants.

Experts say the most important rule 
at harvest time is to pick vegetables 
daily.  Plucking them as soon as they 
ripen not only offers superior taste, 
but this practice encourages plant pro-
duction.  Simply stated, harvesting on 
the day that the produce ripens can 
help you yield more from your seasonal 
crop. Furthermore, gardeners should 
be aware that some vegetables are best 
harvested when they appear premature.  
Examples include summer squash, zuc-
chini and green beans,  all vegetables 
can can become tough and lose flavor 
when they are allowed to sit on the vine 
too long. Seed company Burpee offers 
expert advice on harvesting common 
fruits and vegetables:

**
Herbs. Pinch or cut back herbs fre-

quently to keep them producing more 
stems and leaves (the parts we eat) and 
to keep them from blooming, which 
changes the flavor. If that means you 
have surplus thyme or oregano, dry it 
in a brown paper bag. Basil, especially, 
needs frequent pinching back to keep 
it bushy and productive. At some point 
in July or August everybody has too 
much basil, which is why the Italians 
invented pesto (find many recipes on 
the internet).

**
Tomatoes. There is a huge range of 

tomato varieties. Many kinds are red 
when ripe, but some are orange, yellow, 
striped or even green.  Learn what to 
expect from your variety and monitor 
the plant closely as its due date nears. 
Generally, a tomato is fully ripe when 
it releases easily from the stem. If you 
misjudge a bit it's no tragedy, because 
tomatoes will ripen somewhat after 
picking. But they develop the fullest 
sweet flavor if they ripen in the sun on 
the vine. Once you have picked the first 
few tomatoes of a particular variety, 
you will get a feel for what a ripe one 
will look and taste like. Some tomatoes 
are "determinate" types, which will stop 
bearing after a few weeks. Most are 
"indeterminate" kinds, which will keep 
flowering and setting fruit until killed 
by frost, although colder weather will 
slow production. It's a good idea to pick 
your green tomatoes a week or so before 
your area's average first frost date. The 
more mature ones will ripen indoors if 
they are stored at room temperature, 
wrapped in newspaper so they don't 
touch. Or make fried green tomatoes.

**
Peppers. Peppers are mature and 

ready to eat when full-sized but still 
green. If  left on the vine longer, they 
will change color to red, orange, yellow 
or brown, depending on the variety, 
and will deepen in flavor and become 
less crisp in texture. Hot peppers left to 
change color will get hotter. So whether 
you pick at the green stage or later will 
depend on the variety and what you 
plan to use the pepper for. As with toma-
toes, the first few you pick will teach 
you to gauge ripeness.

**
Lettuce. It's important to pick lettuce 

before hot weather encourages the plant 
to "bolt," or develop a flower stalk, which 
makes the leaves taste bitter. With leaf 
lettuce and many other greens, you can 
"cut and come again" while the leaves 
are young and tender, no more than five 
inches long. Use scissors to cut the larg-
est leaves individually from the plants. 
When the smaller leaves get big enough, 
harvest those. You may be able to come 
back to a plant two, three or four times, 
a few days apart, before it gives up in 
the summer heat. To prolong the lettuce 
harvest, look for bolt-resistant varieties 
and sow seeds several times at two-week 
intervals. A tent of shade cloth or trans-
lucent row cover -- or a site in part shade 
-- also may delay bolting in hot climates. 
In late summer, sow green seeds again 
for a fall crop.

**
Green beans. Green beans are an easy 

vegetable to harvest. Pick the pods when 
they are a little shy of their maximum 
size, to be sure that they are tender, with 
immature seeds. If you delay, the seeds 
will mature and harden and the pod will 
become tough. Don't pick green beans 
in the morning when the dew is still on 
the vines; wait until they are fully dry to 
avoid spreading disease. Be sure to keep 

up with regular picking to encourage the 
vine to keep flowering 
and producing pods.

**
Peas. For garden 

peas, pick a test pod 
and open it when the 
seeds have begun to 
swell inside. You're 
looking for peas that 
are round but still 
tender. Pick peas just 

before you are ready to shell and cook 
them. For snow peas and sugar snaps, 
taste a pod when it nears full size. You 
want a crisp, crunchy, fresh-tasting pod, 
in which the seeds have started develop-
ing but are nowhere near round. Pods 
left too long on the vine get tough and 
stringy.

**
Cantaloupes, muskmelons and honey-

dews: Harvesting melons can be tricky, 
even for melon farmers. You can thump 
the melon and listen for a dull, hollow 
sound or sniff it to see if it smells sweet. A 
ripe cantaloupe or muskmelon will begin 
to have a tan or yellowish color beneath 
the corky "netting" on its skin. A honey-
dew will feel smooth, not hairy. Cut the 
stem rather than breaking the fruit off, 
which creates a wound that invites the 
fruit to rot. Let the fruit ripen for another 
day or two at room temperature before 
cutting into it.

**
Watermelons. When the spot beneath 

the melon, where it sits on the ground, 
turns yellowish, rather than white or 
green, the melon is close to ripe. The 
rind also gets tougher, so test it with your 
thumbnail to how easily it dents. For 
old-fashioned full-sized watermelons, the 
traditional ripeness test is to thump and 
listen for a dull, hollow sound, but this 
may not work as well with the smaller 
"icebox" varieties. Ultimately, you'll have 
to cut one open and decide if it's ripe, and 
use that as a standard for the rest of the 
crop.

**
Cucumbers. Check the seed packet to 

see how large your variety of cucumber 
will get and how long that is expected to 
take. But bear in mind that you can pick 
cucumbers at any stage, depending on 
what you want to use them for. Smaller 
ones will be more tender, with thinner 
skins and few or immature seeds. Too-
old cucumbers get dry and woody. Like 
melons, cucumbers should be cut from 
the vine, not pulled.

**
Sweet corn. Timing is everything with 

sweet corn. The kernels begin to lose 
sweetness and flavor the instant the ear 
is picked, so the great advantage of grow-
ing your own is so you can wait until the 
last minute. The traditional rule was to 
get the pot of water boiling to cook the 
corn and then go out and pick it. Sweet 
corn is ready to eat when you can feel 
full, rounded kernels beneath the husk; 
the silk at the top of the ear is drying out; 
and a squished kernel produces a milky 
sap.

**
Root vegetables. Read the seed packet 

to see how long it should take before you 
start checking to see if your variety of 
carrots, beets, turnips, radishes or pars-
nips is ready for harvest. When it's about 
time, loosen the soil gently and pull one 
up to see how big it is. Root vegetables 
are more tender and delicate in flavor 
if eaten younger and smaller; as they 
get older and larger, they get tougher, 
woodier and more pungent. If that's okay 
with you, you can store some root crops 
right in the cold ground after the tops 
die. Spread a thick layer of leaves, straw 
or other mulch to keep the ground from 
freezing so you can still dig them up, and 
you may be able to harvest carrots, tur-
nips or parsnips.

**
Win Dinner for Two at the Publick 

House – Contest has resumed!
Your tips can win you a great three 

course dinner for two at the historic 
Publick House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 
Simply send in a hint to be entered into a 
random drawing. One winner per month 
will win a fabulous three course din-
ner for two at the renowned restaurant, 
located on Route 131 across the town 
common in historic Sturbridge.  Because 
I'm in the business of dispensing tips, not 
inventing them (although I can take cred-
it for some), I'm counting on you readers 
out there to share your best helpful hints!

Do you have a helpful hint or handy tip 
that has worked for you?  Do you have a 
question regarding household or garden 
matters?  If so, why not share them with 
readers of Stonebridge Press newspa-
pers? Send questions and/or hints to: 
Take the Hint!, C/o the Southbridge 
Evening News, PO Box 90; Southbridge, 
MA 01550. Or email KDRR@aol.com.  
Hints are entered into a drawing for 
dinner for two at the historic Publick 
House Inn.
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It's nice to have a distraction from the 
rollercoaster that was 2020, with the sum-
mer Olympics plastered all over televi-
sion and social media. Watching athletes 
from all over the globe show off what 
they've been training for shows us all 
what can be possible when we set a goal.

With that said, we thought it would be 
interesting to share some Olympic trivia.

In 1998, Surya Bonaly, a figure skat-
er from France fell during the winter 
games in Nagano. Since she knew she 
lost a chance to medal, she decided to do 
a move that had been banned since 1976. 
She did a backflip and landed on the 
blade of one skate.  No one has attempted 
the trick since then, making her Olympic 
performance, one to remember.

From 1912 through 1954, individuals 
could earn medals for art, as long as it 
was inspired by a sport of some kind.  
The art could include painting, litera-
ture, sculpture or music. Eventually, this 
was tossed out, as most professional art-
ists sell their work to earn a living. 

In 2002, during the Winter Olympics, 
speed skater Steven Bradbury of 
Australia was racing in the 1,000 meter 
short track finals and was lagging behind. 
During the race, the leaders crashed into 
each other, leaving Bradbury far enough 
behind to avoid the collision. He was able 
to skate by and win gold.

The first modern Olympic Marathon 
(26.2-mile road race) took place in 1904.  
Most of the runners had never run that 
far before. One competitor showed up 
to the start line in dress pants. Fourteen 
out of the 32 racers were able to finish.  
One racer, Fred Lorz who won, actually 
jumped in a car for 11 miles of it due to a 
cramp.  Another runner, Felix Carvajal 
ate a rotten apple halfway through and 
stopped to take a nap. He finished fourth. 
The gold officially was given to Thomas 
Hicks who was carried over the finish 
line having hallucinations that he had 20 
more miles to go.

During the summer of 1992, the 
Lithuanian basketball team did not 
have enough money to compete in the 
Summer Olympics due to the collapse 
of the Soviet Union. Coming to the res-
cue and offering aid to the team was, 
unexpectedly and, frankly, bizarrely, the 
Grateful Dead, the rock band with a leg-
endary reputation for imbibing, shall we 
say, ‘illicit substances.’  Beyond donating 
money to make the trip possible, the 
band allowed the team to sell Grateful 
Dead merchandise.  The team competed 
in tie-dyed uniforms, and took bronze.

In 1984, McDonald’s offered free food 
every time an American won a medal.  
During those summer games, the Soviet 
Union boycotted the games, leaving 
many open spaces for medals available.  
This ended up costing the fast food chain 
a significant amount of money.

True sportsmanship was shown 
during the Winter Olympics in 2006, held 
in Torino, Italy, when skier Sara Renner 
broke her ski pole halfway through 
an event. Bjornar Haakensmoen, the 
Norwegian ski coach handed her a spare. 
The Canadians went on to win silver, 
while the Norwegians took fourth.  To 
show gratitude the Canadians gifted 
Haakensmoen with five tons of maple 
syrup. Both governments waived import 
duties.

The medals for the Tokyo Olympics 
are made from recycled electronics to 
include cameras, smartphones and lap-
tops.

The McDonald’s in the Olympic 
Village is free for all athletes and coach-
es; however, in 2016 in Rio, McDonald’s 
capped the amount of items that could be 
ordered at one time to 20.

From 1900-1920, Tug of War was an 
Olympic sport, with Great Britain win-
ning the most medals and the USA com-
ing in a close second.

In 1936, two Japanese pole vaulters, 
who were friends had to compete against 
each other to decide who took silver and 
who took bronze. The requested that 
they share the honors, but were told no.  
Shuhei Nishida and Sueo Oe had their 
medals cut in half and fused together, 
into the medals of friendship.

In 2012, women were finally allowed to 
compete in boxing. Since 1991, anytime 
a new event is introduced to the games, 
women must be included.

Dr. Spock, a well known pediatrician 
and author, won Olympic Gold as part of 
the 1924 U.S. rowing team.
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If you’re extremely busy with your 
career and family and you’ve accumu-
lated a fair amount of assets, you might 
be concerned about a variety of issues 
related to financial management and 
legacy planning. Specifically, you might 
think you don’t have the time or exper-
tise to deal with these matters effective-
ly. If this is the case, you might want to 
consider using a trust company.

You might think you need to have a 
large estate or millions of dollars to ben-
efit from working with a trust company, 
but that’s not the case. And if you’re not 
familiar with what a trust company can 
do, you might be surprised at all the 
services it can provide, including the 
following:

• Wealth management – Typically, 
when working with a trust company, 
you’ll receive investment management 
designed to help you achieve various 
goals, such as a comfortable retirement 
and college for your children. The com-
pany can manage retirement accounts, 
monitor investments and disburse 
funds, make changes as needed and 
ensure compliance with government 
reporting for contributions, withdraw-
als and rollovers. While different com-
panies operate in different ways, you 
may have an arrangement in which you 
work with a personal financial advisor 
and a separate portfolio manager.

• Financial management during inca-
pacity – If you were to become inca-
pacitated and couldn’t make financial 
decisions, a trust company can step in, 
giving you peace of mind from knowing 
that your financial assets will be man-
aged by a team of professionals, helping 
protect you and your family from poten-
tially dire consequences.

• Trust administration – A trust com-
pany can perform several essential tasks 
related to administering your trust. The 
company can act as trustee for a trust 
you’ve established, such as a revocable 
living trust, which can allow your estate 
to avoid probate while providing you 
with great control over how your assets 
will be distributed at your passing. 
Alternatively, the trust company can 
work alongside an individual you’ve 
designated to execute the terms of a 
trust. If your selected trustee resigns or 
becomes unable to make decisions, the 
trust company can serve as successor 
trustee. When it’s time to settle your 
estate, the trust company can handle 
the valuation, dispersion and re-titling 
of assets, pay off any debts and expenses, 
and complete any tax returns related to 
your estate.

• Bill payment and recordkeeping – A 
trust company can keep up with all the 
trust’s bills (household maintenance, 
medical bills, etc.) and provide state-
ments summarizing receipts, disburse-
ments and the value of assets within the 
trust.

In addition to providing these practi-
cal services, a trust company may ben-
efit you in a more intangible way. It’s 
unfortunate but true that, in many fam-
ilies, dividing up assets can cause con-
flict and bitter feelings. But when a trust 
company serves as trustee, it impar-
tially administers distribution of the 
assets based on the instructions you’ve 
provided in the trust – helping minimize 
family disputes over inheritances.

If you ever feel like the complexities of 
wealth management and trust adminis-
tration are getting to be more than you 
can handle – or perhaps more than you 
want to handle – consider contacting a 
trust company. You might find that it 
can make your life a lot easier.

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. Please contact 
Jeff Burdick, your local Edward Jones 
Advisor in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or 
jeff.burdick@edwardjones.com

Edward Jones Trust Company and 
Edward Jones, and their employees and 
financial advisors, are not estate planners 
and cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualified tax advisor regard-
ing your situation.



You don’t need a plane ticket, tank 
full of gas or train ride to enjoy a bit of 
paradise. Create your own in a small 
alcove, large patio, or deck in your own 
backyard.

Start by visualizing what paradise 
looks and feels like to you. A table and 
chair surrounded by beautiful plants 
makes a wonderful space to relax, read 
a book and enjoy some alone time.  For 
some, it means a patio or deck filled 
with colorful planters and surrounded 
by ornamental grasses, vine covered trel-
lises, flowering shrubs, and evergreens. 
These will help define the space, provide 
privacy, mask unwanted noise, and pro-
vide a great space for entertaining.

Don’t let a lack of space, patio, or 
deck stop you from building a backyard 
getaway. Look for those underutilized 
areas. Perhaps it is a back corner of the 
yard, space next to the garage, side yard 
or a spot under a big shade tree. A vine 
covered arbor, piece of indoor-outdoor 
carpet and a few planters can turn any 
space into a backyard retreat.

Once you identify the space and 
desired function, think about the ambi-
ence you want to create. For a tropical 
escape, include leafy plants like elephant 
ears and bananas in pots, wicker furni-
ture, a water feature and colorful flowers 
like begonias, hibiscus, and mandevilla. 
Don’t overlook hardy perennials. Plants 
like big leaf hostas, variegated Solomon’s 
seal, crocosmia, cassia and others help 
create the look and feel of the tropics. 
Continue this theme by using bamboo, 
wicker, and wood for any needed screen-
ing.

If it is a visit to the Mediterranean 
you prefer, include stonework, planters 
with silver foliage plants like dusty mill-
er, and sage and a few evergreens. Use 
upright junipers and grapevines trained 
on arbors for screening. An urn or topi-
ary make an attractive focal point. Fill 
the garden space with herbs, blue oat 

grass, calendula, salvia, and alliums.
For a casual visit to England, craft 

yourself a cottage garden. Construct a 
narrow path leading through an arch-
way at the entrance to your secret gar-
den. Create an informal collection of 
flowers, herbs, and medicinal plants. Use 
a birdbath, piece of garden art or water 
feature as your focal point.

If it’s the north woods you prefer, make 
a firepit the focal point, add some rustic 
furnishings and complete the scene with 
native plants. Or let your personality 
shine with a colorful bistro set, garden 
art, and flowers of orange, red, and yel-
low.

As your vision comes into focus, it is 
time to start putting your ideas on paper. 
A simple sketch will help you define the 
space, arrange the plants, and identify 
the appropriate furnishings and build-
ing materials. It is much easier to move 
items on paper than once they are set 
into the ground.

Always contact your local under-
ground utility locating service at least 
three business days in advance. It’s free 
and as easy as calling 811 or filing an 
online request. They will contact all the 
appropriate companies who will mark 
the location of their underground utili-
ties in the designated work area.  This 
reduces the risk of injury and incon-
venience of accidentally knocking out 
power, cable, or other utilities as you 
enhance your landscape.

Because this important step is often 
overlooked, August 11th has become 
National 811 Day. It’s a reminder to 
include this important step when under-
taking any landscape project, large or 
small. And remind others to do the same.

Once complete, you’ll simply be able to 
step out your back door and enjoy your 
slice of paradise. 

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 
gardening books, including The Midwest 
Gardener’s Handbook and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series 
and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio program. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her 
Web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

felt as if my whole 
world was ending. 
I became bitter and 
hostile for a time, 
and despite my 
positive upbring-
ing, it was the first 
time I’d lost some-
thing that had such 
profound mean-
ing. My reaction 
made things much 
worse. I created a 
narrative in my 
mind that became 
a destructive 
thought pattern 
that brought even 
more heartache; I 
allowed it to fester, 
nourished it, and it 
became my person-
ality for a time.

My father, Gary 
W. Moore, the 
founder of this 
column, lost a 
business that he 
poured into his 
heart and soul. He 
built a business 
from scratch that 
sold state-of-the-
art water filtration 
systems. He had 
a factory, sales 
teams, and offices 
around the coun-
try. His offices in 
New Orleans had 
become his most 
profitable. The 
future seemed 
bright; little did he 
know that loss was 
knocking at his 
door.

It all started 

when his business 
partner embezzled 
several hundred 
thousand dollars. 
Then the managers 
of his most profit-
able sales offices 
in Louisiana made 
counterfeit water 
filters, selling 
them, keeping the 
money, bypass-
ing the invento-
ry process. Sales 
slumped, lawsuits 
were filed. Then 
came Hurricane 
Katrina; it 
destroyed all of 
his offices in New 
Orleans. The busi-
ness had collapsed. 
Through all of 
this, he was deter-
mined to recover. 
Limping along, 
barely surviv-
ing, the housing 
collapse of 2008 
brought it to an 
end.

He could have 
become negative. 
He could have posi-
tioned himself as a 
victim. He could 
have given up, and 
nobody would’ve 
blamed him.

He did the oppo-
site and seamless-
ly moved into a 
new career as an 
author. He con-
vinced himself 
that he would suc-
ceed, that it would 
only be a matter 
of time before his 
books would sell. 
It wasn’t long, and 
his books were 
selling. An Oscar-
winning produc-
er optioned his 
first book, and 

his second book 
was adapted into 
a screenplay by a 
different Oscar-
winning produc-
er! What are the 
odds? Did it have 
anything to do 
with the narrative 
he created in his 
mind?

Gary passed 
away on July 14. 
It was a terrible 
loss for the whole 
family. He was our 
anchor.

For the past sev-
eral years, I spoke 
to my father daily. 
We have written 
screenplays togeth-
er and started what 
we think will be 
a very successful 
business.

As I move for-
ward without him, 
sometimes the 
thoughts creep in, 
“I can't do this, I 
wasn’t  meant to 
succeed, my busi-
ness will be an 
utter failure with-
out my dad.”

Observing my 
father and study-
ing how other 
successful people 
cope with loss, I 
know enough to 
kill those thoughts 
right as they man-
ifest. I am instead 
telling myself what 
my father would 
have said to him-
self if he were in 
my position, “I can 
do this; I was born 
to win; the busi-
ness will be wildly 
successful!”

Toby Moore is a 
columnist.
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Positively Speaking
B e n j a m i n 

Franklin said, “... 
nothing can be 
said to be certain, 
except death and 
taxes.”

He wasn't the 
originator of the 
phrase, but he 
certainly helped 
to cement it as a 
mainstream idiom 
here in America.

I've begun to 
feel that the idiom 
isn't precisely true.  
Sure, death comes 
to us all, and we 
all must pay taxes. 
To me, it makes 
more sense to say, 
“nothing is cer-
tain, except loss 
and taxes.”

All of us deal 
with loss in our 
lifetimes. Coping 
with a loss is never 
easy. Loss comes 
in many forms 
and all shapes and 
sizes.

Some people can 
go through life not 
losing much at all, 
and others some-
times lose every-
thing.

Zig Ziglar said, 
“It’s not what hap-
pens to you; it’s 
how you handle 
what happens to 
you that will make 
the difference…
Two brothers 
had an alcoholic 
father. One broth-
er became a happy, 
successful person, 
and when asked 
why he said, “I 
had no choice; my 
father was an alco-
holic.”  The other 
brother became a 
miserable alcohol-
ic, and when asked 
why he said, “I 
had no choice; my 
father was an alco-
holic.”  

The brothers 
had the same expe-
rience but created 
different narra-
tives.

When I was 
younger, I met a 
beautiful girl.  I 
don't believe in 
love at first sight, 
but this was the 
closest thing to 
it. It was a short 
relationship, only 
seven months. She 
left me abruptly 
after telling me 
many times that 
she loved me. I 
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If you want a tropical escape, include leafy plants like elephant ears and banana plants in 
pots, wicker furniture, a water feature and colorful flowers like hibiscus and mandevilla.
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Adventures with Molly

Planet earth is under attack on all 
fronts again. Wildfires in the West and 
floods in other parts of the country, along 
with mud slides, are extremely devasting 
to the people and wildlife, in the areas. 
Not to forget to mention tornadoes that 
are ripping apart whole towns in their 
path. Now we need to deal with a new 
Delta variant of Covid-19. Will life ever 
get back to normal? Whatever that is!

Finally, my little 13-inch beagle Molly 
has opened up on rabbits, and had the 
longest drive of her life in my backyard 
this past Sunday afternoon. She started 
to bark in the backyard, so I walked 
down to the back gate to see what all of 
the commotion was about. I spotted a 
cottontail rabbit a hundred feet or less 
from the back gate. I quickly opened the 
gate and she shot out of the gate entrance 
like a bullet. She was quickly vocal as 
she ran towards the rabbit that quickly 
disappeared into the brush. Soon she 
was barking and yodeling as she trailed 
the elusive rabbit. The rabbits seem to 
have as much fun as the beagle, as they 
try to outsmart the dog.

I could hardly believe what my ears 
were hearing. For years, this writer had 
owned beagles that I ran on snowshoe 
hare a couple of times a week at the 
Douglas state forest with a couple of 
friends. Back in the day we had a half 
dozen dogs or more chasing and driving 
rabbits for hours. Rabbit populations 
are exploding throughout the valley and 
show no signs of slowing down. Maybe 
the Blackstone Valley Beagle Club could 
once again have their members hunting 
rabbits and owning beagles like we once 
did back in the day. Unfortunately, there 
are very few snowshoe hare to run the 

Courtesy

Fishing on the Helen 
H in Hyannis. Lots of 
sea bass and porgies. 
From left to right: 
Logan Henchey, five, 
Mason Letellier, nine, 
Brendan Packard, 
nine, Nate Packard, 
Mike Letellier, 
Mykayla Kenmuir, 14, 
Lexi Letellier, 15, and 
Eva Henchey, eight.

Courtesy

This week's second picture shows my beagle Molly after a great hunt 
on a cotton tail rabbit.

Courtesy

(Right) The third 
picture shows Frank 
Padula with an impres-
sive largemouth bass 
he caught recently.

dogs on, but cottontail are still a lot of 
fun to hunt and train the beagles on. This 
week's picture shows the happy beagle 
Molly.

Every dog had a different bark. Some 
yodeled, some squeaked, some had a dis-
tinct bark, so that every dog owner could 
identify his dog. Hopefully, Molly will 
continue to improve before the hunting 
season. Maybe just maybe, she will con-
tinue to be vocal and hunt down a few 
pheasant for me to harvest, as beagles are 
great for hunting both rabbits and pheas-
ant. Hunting season is not far away! I 
know I am rushing it!

Captain Mel True, Jr. had a party of 
anglers enjoyed a day of fishing on his 
boat "Fish Net Charters" last week. The 
four anglers landed their limit of stripers, 
but not before releasing 30- & 40-pound 
fish because they were too large or too 
small. Then they limited out on large 
seabass, and finally finished catching a 
good number of huge bluefish. Sounds 
like they had a good day. 

Freshwater bass fishing also remained 

strong this past week with this week's 
photo showing an angler with a 5.5-
pound beauty. One local angler reported 
catching 16 largemouth bass last week at 
a small pond in Uxbridge, while fishing 
from his kayak. The largest was three 
and a half pounds! Numerous small-

mouth bass were also reported last week. 
The Uxbridge Rod & Gun Club will hold 

another Chicken Bar-B Q this Sunday 
along with another archery shoot which 
is open to the public. Come on down. 

Take A Kid fishing & Keep Them Rods 
Bending!
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JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Buy your own fixtures & 
faucets, or I will supply.

Serving all of  
Worcester County  
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988
Call John 508.304.7816

SAUNDERS & 
SONS ROOFING
When you need a roof, 
hire a roofing company, 

that’s what we do!
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty 
& 25 yr. labor warranty 

available
MA Reg #153955

CSL #095459
CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, 
Free Estimates

Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All 
Major Credit Cards

Roofing

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING
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Stonebridge Press
& Villager Newspapers

CONTACT US TODAY!
Massachusetts 1-800-367-9898 Ext.  104 Email :  advertis ing@stonebridgepress.com

Connecticut & Rhode Island 1-877-888-2711 Email :  ads@vil lagernewspapers.com

Auburn News
1,600

Blackstone Valley
Tribune 14,800

Southbridge Evening
News 3,500 Daily

Spencer New Leader
15,600

Webster Times
18,000

Winchendon Courier
1,300

Putnam Villager
4,700

Thompson Villager
4,300

Woodstock Villager
6,300

Killingly Villager
11,300

TOTAL MAKET
COVERAGE
NEWSPAPERS
Every Home, Every Week!

SUBSCRIBER 
PAID
NEWSPAPERS

Total TMC
Newspapers:
86,980

Charlton Villager
4,800

Sturbridge Villager
7,100

• Spencer New Leader
• Sturbridge Villager
• Charlton Villager
• Southbridge News

• Webster Times
• Auburn News
• Blackstone Valley Tribune

Advertise on this page
 for one low price! 

Get 7 papers.
Call 508-764-4325

Power Washing

HI-TECH MOBILE WASH 
~ Est. 1987 ~

EXTERIOR HOUSE & 
SOFT ROOF WASHING

GREAT FOR: Before Paint Prep 
 Cedar Restoration • Decks • Patios 
 Stairs  & Walkways • Foundations 

PLEASE CALL
1-800-696-4913 • 508-248-4638

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
www.hitechmobilewash.com

100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed or you 

owe nothing!

REMOVES HARMFUL:
Mildew • Moss • Algae • Oxidation • Dirt & Pollutants

FROM:
Vinyl • Aluminum • Wood • Brick • Painted • Stained

Commercial 
& Residential

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors To Choose From
Please call for appointment

BUY 
FACTORY 
DIRECT 
& SAVE

SUMMER
SALE

�is section reaches 47,000 households in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.

&Home 
 Auto

Summer
�is section reaches 47,000 households 

in 7 Massachusetts newspapers.
 Call 508-764-4325

 or email ads@stonebridgepress.news 
for more information

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

© FINISHED BASEMENTS 
© ADDITIONS © GARAGES

© SIDING © ROOFING © DECKS

© WINDOWS © DOORS 
© KITCHEN © BATHS 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

No Job 
Too Small

No Job 
Too Small
Home Improvement

–Insured–
MA Reg #174661

• General Carpentry
• Laminated Floors

• Remodeling
• Kitchen, Bath & Cellar

• Painting
• Handyman Services

• Floor Leveling
• Power Washing and 

MORE!

See Our Work Online
nojobtoosmallhome 
improvement.com
Tel. 508.414.7792

Sturbridge, MA

Handyman

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied 
customers

Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact: 
Daniel Truax 
508-450-7472 

 gbmaintco.com

A+ Rating BBB
MA HIC Lic #146620    

MA CSL #099487

Roofing & Building 
Maintenance LLC

ROOFING

Roofing, Siding, 
Gutter and  

Gutter Cleaning

GUARANTEED
SOLID FUEL

PELLET
STOVE 
REPAIR
CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE

TOM CIRAS
5OB-248-3733
Please leave your name 

number & town, followed 
by your service request, 

Thank You!

SWEEPS AND CAPS 
STOVE  

INSTALLATIONS

MA HIC #144152
MA CSL #094542

ELECTRICIAN

TNT ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES

Timothy N Tripp
Licensed  

Electrician

67 Hillcrest Drive 
Southbridge, MA

01550
508.909.5114 
774.601.3107

Tntelectricalserviceinc 
@gmail.com

MA#100257JR 
NH#17425J

Electrician

o: 508.764.3925
c: 508-505-0111 
35 Years of Experience 
Lic#15885A | 29931E

Fully insured
I specialize in:

New Construction
Renovations

Pools and Hot tubs
Lighting (int. & ext.)

Repairs and Maintenance
Electrical Panel upgrades

Bpwelec@gmail.com
Facebook:  

Brian Wood Electrician 

Painting

G.J. LEDUC
    PAINTING

Interior and 
Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Over 40 Years Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Fully Insured

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

W. Brookfield, MA
1.774.230.9606
Talden1987@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodelling

Kitchen & Bath
Service Updates

Accepts credit card  
payments & free online 

bank transfers
Licenses: 

MA-13705-21777A, 
NH-13932M, RI-B013781

Fully Insured

Sand Blasting
CENTRAL MASS  

DUSTLESS BLASTING, LLC
MOBILE  

PAINT STRIPPING  
AND CLEANING

Auto • Restoration • Marine 
Commercial • Industrial • Municipal • Residential

YOUR PAINT JOB IS ONLY AS GOOD  
AS YOUR SURFACE PREPARATION

Alan Nussey • 508.648.8941
Email: cmdustlessblasting@charter.net

www.CMDustlessBlasting.net

Located in Spencer, MA, we offer an ecofriendly, courteous, 
 and professional mobile media blasting service, to meet all of your needs. 

Our process gives us the option to blast wet or dry. One of our greatest 
benefits is being mobile, we come to you. We offer a wide variety of sur-

face preparation needs, which include but not limited to: Auto Restoration, 
Antique Tractors, Truck Frames, Dump Bodies, Trailers, Snowplows, 

Heavy equipment, Boats, Concrete Floors/Walls paint or sealer removal, 
Graffiti, Pools, Log Cabins, Wood Beam Restoration, etc. We also offer 

blast cabinet services for much smaller stripping and surface prep.
Find us on
facebook

Paving

413.544.5381

G. COOPER PAVING
New Beauty Blacktop

DISCOUNTS 
ON REFERRALS!

SENIOR DISCOUNT 
10% OFF

$200 OFF NEW  
DRIVEWAY INSTALLATIONS

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS
SEALCOATING • STONE
HOT TAR CRACK FILL

“Big Or Small, We Do It All!”
FREE ESTIMATES

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

ACCURATE 
PEST  

CONTROL
Full Pest Control 

Services
Over 28 yrs.
experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for 

David  or Jason 
Hight

Auburn MA

Pest Control

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

GUTTERS
 • Cleanings 
 • Repairs  
 • Installations 

508-867-2877
508-754-9054

A. Eagle
Gutters

aeaglegutters.com

GUTTERS

30+ years exp 
Licensed & Insured
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To have your open house listed in this directory. 

Please contact June Simakauskas 508-909-4062

Open House Directory
(C) Condo
(B) Business
(P) Land

(X) Condex
(U) Duplex
(L) Mobile Home

(M) Multi-Family
(S) Single Family
(A) Apartment

(T) Townhouse
(D) Adult Community
(W) Waterfront

ADDRESS STYLE TIME PRICE REALTOR/SELLER/PHONE

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8
DUDLEY
10 Mill Rd S Noon-1:30 $354,900 Hope Realty   
    Laurie C. Sullivan c: 508.525.0611

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

WEBSTER
Coming Soon!

DUDLEY: 3 units, Sided, 
Natural woodwork, 2 bed 
units, available for owner 

occupancy
42 Mill St ~ $359,900

4 Unit Building 
2 Car Garage

2 bedrooms each unit
Sided

Town Services

DUDLEY: Foundation & 
permits for water & sewer, 50’ 

Ranch, Walk out basement, 2 car 
garage, Built your own Ranch

44 Alton Dr ~ $149,900

6 units fully rented, Sided, 50 year roof
Electric, Heating & Plumbing updated, 
1 bedroom each unit, Separate Barn/ 

Garage rented

227 School St ~ $599,900

WEBSTER
INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

John
Kokocinski

Adrienne
James

Maureen
Cimoch

T.A.
King

Ellen
Therrien

Jules
Lusignan

111 East Main Street, Webster, Massachusetts    508-943-9306  508-987-0767  1-800-552-7444
Licensed in MA & CT

Listings Always Needed – We’re Always Busy Selling!

WEBSTER LAKE – 504 Treasure Island! 6 Room 
Townhouse Overlooking the Pool! 1,874 Sq Ft! Stainless 
Steel Applianced Granite Kitchen! Open Floor Plan! Dining 
Room - Full Mirrored Wall - Sliders to the Trex Deck! 2 
Bedrooms! Master Bath! 2.5 Baths! Fireplaced Family Room! 
Garage! Central Air! Gas Heat! CVac! 2 BOAT SLIPS! Sandy 
Beach! Complex Recent Siding & Roof! $400,000.00 

WEBSTER LAKE – 62 Bates Point Rd! Middle Pond! Absolute Prime 
51’ Level Waterfront Lot w/Western Expo! Beautiful Sunsets! Fantastic 
Panoramic Lake Views! 11 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, 3,269’ 
A/C’d Colonial! Custom SS Applianced Granite Kitchen! Formal Dining 
Rm w/Cherry Hardwoods! Lake Facing Living Rm w/Cathedrals, Cherry 
Hardwoods! Slider to Waterfront Deck! Spacious 1st Flr Master Bedroom 
w/Full Bath, Cherry Hardwoods & Walk-in Closet! Fireplaced Lower Level 
Family Rm! 1st & 2nd Floor Laundries! 2 Car Garage! $979,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE – 305 Beacon Park! Lake View 1,280’ 5 Rm Townhouse - 10 
Acres Park Like Grounds w/Panoramic Lake Views! Yr Round Living or as 2nd 
Home - Summers on the Lake - Winters in Florida! Move-in Condition! Applianced 
Kit! Din Rm w/Slider to the Composite Deck! Frplc Liv Rm w/Wall to Wall Carpeting 
& French Dr to the Deck! Updated Half Bath! Spacious Master w/Wall of Closets & 
Full Bath w/Recent Sky Light! 2nd Bedroom w/Wall to Wall Carpeting & Full Bath just 
outside its Door! 2 Bdrms & 2.5 Updated Baths! Garage w/Opener! Lakeside Heated 
Pool & One of the Best Sandy Beaches on the Lake! Canoe Rack! Rented Boat 
Dock through 2022, Longer Possible! Great Fireworks Viewing! $335,000.00

DUDLEY – 10 Camelot Circle 9 Rm, 4 Bdrm, 2.5 Bath, 2,520’ Center Hall 
Colonial featuring an In-Ground Pool on a 28,131’ Lot! Tile Entry Foyer w/
Guest Closet! SS Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar, Spacious Dining 
Area, Tile Flr, Pantry Closet, Recessed & Pendant Lighting! Formal Din Rm 
w/Hrdwd Flr & Chair Rail! Formal Liv Rm w/Crown Molding! 13.6X27’ Fam 
Rm w/Fireplace w/Wood Pellet Insert, Soaring Cathedral Ceiling, Ceiling 
Fans & Skylight! Half Bath! 3 Season Porch! 1st Flr Laundry! The 2nd Floor 
w/4 Bdrms! Spacious Master w/Walk-in Closet & Full Bath w/Dble Granite 
Vanity! Full Hall Bath w/Dble Vanity! C/Air & Vac! 2 Car Garage! Fire Pit! 
Many Updates! Original Owner – Pride of Ownership! $509,900.00

SUTTON – 30 Jones Rd! 9 Room 2,156’ Colonial! 5.31 Acres 
of Privacy! Long Circular Drive! New Granite Kitchen! Dining, 
Living & Fireplaced Family Rooms w/Hardwood Floors! Year 
Round Sunroom w/2 Skylights! 3 Bedrooms! 24’ Master w/
Master Bath! 2.5 Bathrooms Total! 12x24 3 Season Porch w/3 
Skylights! Expandable Attic! Wraparound Deck! 2 Car Garage! 
Central Air! Super Easy Access to Rte 146! $549,900.00

STURBRIDGE! Big Alum Lake! 243 Big Alum Rd! 6.58 Acres of Privacy! Sub-Dividable! 
West Expo – Beautiful Sunsets! 3,313’ 10+ Rm Cape w/3 - 4 Bdrms & 4 Baths! Features 
Applianced Granite Kit w/Breakfast Bar & Tile Flr! Frplcd Din Area! Din Rm w/3 Walls 
of Glass & French Dr to the Deck! Cathedral Ceiling Fam Rm w/Hearth & Wood 
Stove & Wall of Picture Windows! Spacious Liv Rm w/Pine Flr! Office! Full Bath w/
Laundry Closet! 1st Flr Master w/Slider to the Inground Pool, Walk-in Closet, Marble 
Bathrm w/Separate Tub & Shower & Dble Vanities! 2nd Flr w/2 Spacious Bdrms, Lots 
of Closet Space & Pine Flrs! Full Hall Bath! Lower Level w/Game Rm, Wine/Root 
Cellars! Utility & Storage! 2 Car Attached Garage w/Office/In-Law Suite Above! New 
Driveway Access needs to be Installed! Cosmetic Repairs Needed! $679,900.00

WEBSTER LAKE - 11 Bay View Rd! One of the Lake’s Premier Properties! 9,822’ of Real Nice Set on .68 Acres of Park Like Grounds with 297’ Waterfront! Over $4 
Million Spent! Nothing was Spared! 18 Spacious Rooms! 5 Water View Bedrooms, 4 with their Own Bathrooms! 5.5 Bathrooms Total! Brazilian Cherry Hardwood Floors, 
Grand & Spiral Stairways! Elevator from the Ground Floor up 3 to the Master Suite! In-door Resistance Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Bathroom with Steam Shower just 
off the Mirrored Exercise Room! Billiard Room! Media Room with Custom Cabinetry & Wet Bar! Fantastic Center Island Granite Kitchen with Viking Gas Range, Sub-
Zero Refrigerator, 16’ Butler’s Pantry & Breakfast Bar! Open Floor Plan! Dining Area, Family Room with Cherry Entertainment Center & Wet Bar! Open Formal Dining 
Room, Fireplace Living Room & Atrium! Library with Private Deck! Waterfront Master Suite with Private Office, Bedroom with Triple Glass Door to its Private Deck 
with Panoramic Lake Views, 3 Walk-in Closets, Lake View Bathroom with Huge Multi-Head Shower, Whirlpool Tub, Double Vanity Sinks & Separate Commode/Bidet/
Pedestal Sink Area! 16 Zones of Updated Geothermal Heat & Air Conditioning - 30 Tons! Recessed Lighting & Sprinkler System Through Out! 3 Car Heated Garage! 
Full House Generator! Slate Roof! All Decks & Railings Brazilian Ipe Hardwood! Copper Gutters & Downspouts! It’s Time to Reward Yourself! $1,999,900.00

SOLD

SOLD

www.LakeRealty.net • www.WebsterLake.net

REDUCED

ON DEPOSITON DEPOSIT

NEW LISTING

ON DEPOSIT

  

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

OPEN HOUSE 
 SUNDAY AUGUST 8 • NOON -1:30

WEBSTER • 233 - 235 NORTH MAIN STREET

large 3 Family- a rare find! 1st Floor spacious 
2 bedroom apartment. 2 - 2nd floor, 3 bedroom 
apartments Walkout basement to off street park-
ing.  $289,900.

WATERFRONT  THOMPSON - BECOLA RD

DUDLEY - 10 MILL ROAD 

WEBSTER - 23 EMERALD AVE. FEATURED NEW LISTING – WEBSTER - 135 LAKE STREET  

5+ Acre Waterfront Land On “Little Pond/
Schoolhouse Pond. Private Setting. Open 
Field. 250+ feet Waterfrontage. Dead end road! 
 $179,900

Beautiful Raised Ranch 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, 2 Fireplac-
es, one has a Pellet insert. 2 car garage! $354,900.

SHREWSBURY • 15 ABBEY LN UNIT 15 

Detached Condo Brand Spankin New - 2 Bedroom, 2 
Bath, all Hardwood Flrs, Granite C-tops Throughout. 
Crown Moldings Raised panels, Chair rails PictureFrame 
Mouldings. Central air/Vac. High end Appliances Packed! 
 assisted sale  $480,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

FEATURED ISLAND LISTING!  WEBSTER LAKE - 22 LONG ISLAND    

Once in a lifetime opportunity to own a Webster Lake 
Waterfront Cottage on Long Island! Properly named the 
“Grand View”. Sandy beach, boat house! Antique Cot-
tage w/5 Rms, 3 BRs, a stone fireplaced w/pellet stove, 
eat-in kitchen w/modern appliances, full bath! washer/
dryer. Screened porches. Included, 25% ownership 
share in a main land waterfront lot at 38 Point Pleas-
ant Rd, in sheltered Mumford Cove! land provides boat 
slip & winter storage. A FAR AWAY PLACE NEAR BY! 
 $389,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

EXTRAORDINARY FIND! Beautiful 2 Family! Owner occupied with pride and it 
shows. IDEAL property for YOU! 3,012 SF+/- 12 Rooms, 6 Bedrooms, 2 Updated 
Full Baths. 2 Modern BEAUTIFUL Kitchens w/UPSCALE Cabinets, 2nd Flr has 
GRANITE Countertops! High Ceilings & HARDWOOD Floors! Grand Front Entry! 
LARGE WELL MANICURED 13,525 SF LOT. 3 CAR DETACHED GARAGE! Munic-
ipal Water & Sewer, 2 Oil Heating Systems, Radiators. 1st flr Hot water by Natural 
Gas $439,900.

NEW LISTING!

A RARE FIND! A TRULY ABOVE AVERAGE~TOP NOTCH~HIGH QUAL-
ITY~TWO FAMILY! SPACIOUS, CLEAN, UPDATED! Apt# 2 - 1,536 
SF+- & 3 BRs on the 2nd Flr.  Apt# 1 - 1,290 SF+- & 2 BRs on the 
1st floor. 1st Flr. HWBB By Oil, 2nd Flr apt. HWBB by natural gas. 
Spacious Rooms, High Ceilings, hardwood flrs! granite tops. Enjoy 
the L-Shaped Covered Farmers Porch! Level Lot!  $399,900.

ON DEPOSIT

WOODSTOCK CT - 110 JOY RDPUTNAM CT - 89 PERRY ST UNIT# 250

WELCOME TO MIDNIGHT FARM! 1876 Antique Colonial. Included 
seperate Building - Studio/Store both situated on 2.5 Acres that 
have been Professionally Landscaped and are surrounded by Con-
servation Meadows and Woodlands. 5 Bedroom, Lg Living room, 
Fireplaced Dining room, Library, Master Bedroom, Full Bath & Ren-
ovated Kitchen! 3 Stall Garage! Picturesque Location!  $455,000.

Heritage Pines Condo Town House - Everything one 
would expect and then more! 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 
all Hardwood floors, granite, stainless steel appliances.
central air, 2 decks, 2800 sq ft +/- of finished living 
area., and so much more!  $319,900.

WEBSTER - 401 TREASURE ISLAND CONDO

WEBSTER LAKE! Treasure Island 
Townhouse! UNIT# 401 Quiet 
summers on big & beautiful 
Webster Lake! 6 Rooms. Open 
Floor Plan! Dining Area. Hard-
wood Floor & Carpet. Master 
Bedroom, W/2 Closets, Master 
Bath! 2-1/2 Baths Total! Slider to 

Deck & Slider to the Patio! Natural gas heat! 2 Boat Slips! Heated Pool! 
Natural Sandy Beach!  $439,000.

Webster Lake - 300 Killdeer Island  

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS! A WEBSTER LAKE waterfront prop-
erty on Killdeer Circle, you won’t want to miss! Offers a prime 
waterfront location! 64’ of water frontage and a gently sloping 
landscape to waters edge. Crystal clear, sandy bottomed shore-
line. Everyday is a new day at the Lake! Nicely arranged floor 
plan. 5 rooms 2 bedrooms, 2 baths!  Walk out lowerlevel to 
nice size patio! Garage. $650,000.

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster- Douglas Rd (Rte. 16) 26 ACRES on Sugar-
loaf Hill. 1000+/- ft of road frontage 
 SORRY SOLD! $200,000 
Oxford - 4 Leicester St - Approx. 8.47 ACRES! River Front-
age Possible to be Subdivided! $89,900 
Webster - Upper Gore w/View of the Lake! 1+ Acre! 
Artesian Well, Septic Design & Conservation - DONE. 
 $115,000.
Webster - Cooper Road 2 Buildable Lots! Water & Sewer 
Access. Zoned Lake Res.!  ON DEPOSIT! Each $24,500.

LAND
WEBSTER/OXFORD/DUDLEY/DOUGLAS

REAL ESTATE
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Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 1-800-367-9898 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Jules
Lusignan

Owner
Broker 

Founder

A
42 Year 

Company!

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Thinking of selling? Call 1-800-552-7444

www.LakeRealty.net
www.WebsterLake.net

Jules Lusignan
#1 in Sales 2006-2021

South Worcester County
$159,578,930.00  SOLD

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Advantage 1
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01604

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS  Licensed in MA & CT

CHARLTON WATERFRONT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Be quick! Beautiful sunsets on Glen Echo,  
Cathedral ceiling living room  ~ $349,900

Donna Flannery  
508-885-6665

donnaflannery.com
donnaflann@aol.com

ERA Key Realty Services
“Put 36 years of combined real 

estate experience to work for you!”

Kayleen  
Flannery-Sauvageau

508-612-9843
Kayleen00@aol.com

415B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562

Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home?

We have a great marketing plan that includes:

• Home staging services
• Home warranties
• 3D videos
• Professional photography
• Ramped up open houses!
• And so much more… 

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

Representing Buyers & Sellers for over 15 years
caronlisarick@aol.com • lisacaron.com

c: 508.341.8299

Call: 508-341-8299
Lisa Caron Broker/Owner

42 West Main Street
Brook�eld, MA
~ Notary Public ~

Country Club Acres

61 Airport Road, Dudley MA 01571

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Homeowners 55+ Single Family  

Detached Condominiums at 
Pre-Construction Pricing...

Starting at  $399,000!  

COMING SOON...
Single Family homes for Homeowners 55+

CALL FRAN SILVA 508-208-9371
to set up an appointment to see a similar development in Shrewsbury.

One - level 
Living

SIMILAR HOME

Give us a call today! 508-202-0008

YOUR LOCAL 
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

130 W. Main Street 
 Spencer, MA 01562

Michelle Terry • Broker /Owner

michelleterryteam.com

OAKHAM- This gorgeous reproduction colonial offers 13.42 incredible acres of privacy 
at the end of a cul-de-sac! Inside you will find a cabinet packed cherry kitchen with granite 
counter tops and very high-end appliances including a subzero fridge & a vented gas 
cook top! Great sized dining room with a cathedral beamed ceiling, skylights & lots of 
natural sunlight from the huge picture window! Formal living room with a pellet stove, 
large 1st floor bedroom and a 1st floor full bathroom, 3 more good sized bedrooms, a 

2nd full bathroom and a nice sized open loft on the 2nd floor! Finished bonus room in the lower level along with a large storage 
room! Beautiful pine floors throughout, a mud room & a 2 car attached garage! The impressive lot offers rebuilt stone walls, 
an open field, manicured landscaping, a tiered patio with pretty flower gardens, a large detached garage/barn, separate heated 
workshop, a Quonset hut, gazebo and a huge paved driveway! 64 Grey Oaks Lane $539,900

WEST BROOKFIELD- Gorgeous waterfront on Lake Wickaboag! Nothing but the best 
finishes throughout all 3 floors! Amazing chefs kitchen with high end appliances, grand 
dining & living rooms, sun filled sun room with a balcony, 3 large bedrooms including 
a spoiling master suite with a huge walk in closet and custom master bathroom! Huge 
finished walk out lower level! Amazing lake views from every single room! Wonderful roof 
top deck for entertaining, 2 car garage, manicured grounds & an oversized dock! All of the 

high end furniture and the pontoon boat are included! $950,000 Call Michelle Terry 508-735-8744 

REAL ESTATE

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION
CALL 508-764-4325

Summer Dining & Gift Guide
Too Hot to Cook! 
Eat-In or Take Out

Visit these fine establishments for great gifts, food and beverages, and some entertainment too!
Call June at 508.909.4062 or email jsima@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

HOURS: Wed- Sun 8-9 • Closed Mon & Tue
5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562

508-885-4033 
www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions
WE ARE OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING!

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Full Menu - Take out still available

Fri, 8/6 & Sat, 8/7 (a�er 5pm)

TROUT
Reservations accepted. Nightly dinner specials. 

All Lunch & Dinner Entrees are available to dine-in or take-out! 

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-Close

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn
Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties

With this ad. Exp 9/30/21

SUNDAY BRUNCH
All You Can Eat $15.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $12.95

FUNCTION ROOMS AVAILABLE  
FOR ANY SIZE PARTY 10-250 GUESTS!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

For more info visit www.salemcrossinn.com       (508)867-2345 
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5

Come on in 
for a delicious 

meal! 

Call For Reservations

Indoor and  
Outdoor Dining 
(weather permitting)

Don’t forget… 
TAKEOUT  
is available!



son’s best natural nighttime light show, 
will span two nights. Tickets are $25 for 
patrons 21 and over; under 21 tickets are 
$10 and are available at www.hitchcock-
academy.org under the Events section. 
Bring a blanket. Set up a chair. Don’t 
forget the bug spray and a flashlight.

Hitchcock Academy Executive 
Director Cindy Skowyra noted in the 
case of overcast skies or a rain interrup-
tion, an astronomy demonstration will 
take place under the covered pavilion 

and there will be live music to enjoy.  
Skowyra urges people to get their tickets 
in advance as there is, “no guarantee of 
ticket availability at the door.” She also 
said that summer’s best chance to enjoy 
fresh air, good company, great music, 
and the beauty of the night sky would 
not be possible without the generous 
support of B.T.’s Smokehouse, Country 
Bank, Brimfield Winery and Rapscallion 
Brewery. Sip and Stars checks off all the 
boxes for a summertime ritual while sup-
porting the goals of a great community 
organization.

Receiver/Superintendent of Schools, 
Jeffrey Villar, Ph.D.

“This partnership has enabled QCC 
to become more accessible to the 
communities we serve both in and 
around the Southbridge area,” said 
QCC President Luis G. Pedraja, Ph.D.

This fall, students in the region 
will have the opportunity to take 
standard 15-week courses, or chose 
accelerated courses offered in two 
seven-week sections: Fall 1 (Sept. 6 
start date) and Fall II (November 1 
start date). These accelerated cours-
es enable students to complete two 
classes in the same time it would 
normally take them to take one class 
during the standard fall semester. 
Currently the primarily classes being 
offered include general education 
courses required for most majors at 
QCC.

QCC moved from its Optical Drive 
location in the summer of 2020 so that 
high school students, family mem-
bers and members of the Southbridge 
and area communities could take 

advantage of QCC’s academic and 
workforce development offerings. In 
Spring 2021, QCC also began its Early 
College Program for Southbridge 
High School juniors and seniors.

“QCC offers affordable access to 
higher education and workforce 
training and development. Their 
admissions staff is eager to work 
with anyone wanting to improve 
their education and/or job oppor-
tunities,” said Executive Director 
Chamber of Central Mass South, 
Alexandra McNitt.

“I look forward to expanding these 
opportunities and to the continued 
collaboration with the amazing QCC 
faculty as we plan for future pro-
grams that will provide our students 
and the community of Southbridge 
with new and exciting career oppor-
tunities,” Dr. Villar added.

Enrollment for QCC’s Fall semes-
ter is currently underway. To regis-
ter for classes visit www.QCC.edu/
admissions.

For more information about QCC, 
contact Josh Martin, Director of 
Institutional Communications at 508-
854-7513 or jmartin@qcc.mass.edu.

the relationships we build is mutual."
Local investors are also being served 

by Financial Advisor Trevor Nielson, 
who joined the Sturbridge branch in 
2019. Branch Office Administrators 
Ellen Santimaw and Lauri Cotela com-
plete the local team.

The branch office is located at 419 
Main Street in Sturbridge. You may con-
tact the office at 508-347-1420 or Jeff.bur-
dick@edwardjones.com

Edward Jones, a Fortune 500 com-
pany headquartered in St. Louis, pro-
vides financial services in the U.S. and, 
through its affiliate, in Canada. Every 
aspect of the firm's business, from the 
investments offered to the location of 
branch offices, caters to individual inves-
tors. The firm's nearly 19,000 financial 
advisors serve more than seven million 
clients and care for $1.6 trillion in assets 
under management. Visit edwardjones.
com or the recruiting Web site at careers.
edwardjones.com. Member SIPC.
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FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

FIREWOOD
Cut, Split  

& Delivered
Green or 
Seasoned

Call Paul 
508-769-2351

FIREWOOD
3/4 Seasoned/standing dead

hardwood custom cut to your specs.  
Delivered to your home.

12”-14” $300 per cord. 
16-18” $260 per cord.

Call: 508-282-0232

LEE’S COINS & JEWELRY 
$ BUY & SELL $ 

ALL GOLD & SILVER 
ITEMS Specializing in 
NUMISMATIC COINS, 
Bullion Items, gold 

& silver of any form! 
Qualified with over 30 years 
experience & a following of 
many satisfied customers.  

We also sell a nice selection 
of fine jewelry, antiques & 
collectibles. Bring in your 
items & see what they are 

worth. You won’t leave  
disappointed. Honesty and 

fairness are our best policies! 
 Lee’s Coin & Jewelry,  
239 West Main Street,  

East Brookfield  
(Route 9-Panda Garden Plaza) 

508-637-1236  
or cell: 508-341-6355

ITEMS FOR SALE
Nordic Track GX5 Pro $250.00

Dining Table and Chairs $150.00
Large Wood Cradle $60.00

Single Wood Chairs $25/each
1988-1992  

Auto Repair Manual $50.00
1965 Jules Feiffer  

Hard Cover Comic Book $50.00
Elvis Presley  

Cardboard Silhouette $40.00
Elvis Presley Card Collection $75.00
1923 Printers Specimen Book Catalog 

$100.00
Printers Antique Drawers  

$25.00/each
1953-1961 National Archives 

 Peace and Prosperity $100.00
Many Commercial Light Fixtures

Wood Tea Cart $75.00
Coffee Table $75.00

Small Wood Trunk $75.00
Rocking Chair $60.00

Call 508-764-4458

260 West Main Street,  West Brookfield, MA 01585

Applications available at  
salemcrossinn.com, or send resume 

to info@salemcrossinn.com

NOW HIRING
SERVERS, BARTENDERS,

& DISHWASHERS WE’RE HIRING!
Looking for part-time:

 • Accountant
 • Bookkeeper
 • Tax Preparer

All work is on site ONLY  
in Southbridge. 
20-25 hrs/week

Salary commensurate with experience

Resume to: 
Doris L. Towns, CPA, PC 

39 Elm St, #212, 
Southbridge, MA 01550

LOOKING FOR 
1ST FLOOR APARTMENT 

SINGLE WOMAN
WEBSTER OR 

SURROUNDING TOWNS 
CALL SUZIE 

802-417-7148

MIRACULOUS 
PRAYER TO THE 

HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, you 
who makes me 
see everything and 
shows me the way 
to reach my ideal, 
you who gives me 
the divine gift to 
forgive and forget 
all the wrong that 
is done to me, and 
you who are in all 
instances of my 
life with me. I, in 
this short dialogue, 
want to thank you 
for everything, and 
affirm once more 
that I never want to 
be separated from 
you no matter how 
great the material 
desires may be. I 
want to be with you 
and my loved ones 
in your perpetual 
glory. Amen
 L.R.

TOWN OF CHARLTON  
LIBRARY DIRECTOR

�e Town of Charlton seeks to �ll a FT 
(40hr) bene�ted position for the Library. 
�e Library Director performs managerial 
duties related to personnel, budget, collec-
tion development, building maintenance, 
library operations and planning and de-
livery of services in conformity with pol-
icies established by the Board of Trustees. 
Master’s Degree in Library Science from an 
ALA accredited school required along with 
3 years of experience as a library director or 
within a supervisory role in a library. Sala-
ry range $70,137.60 - $77,417.60.20 yearly 
depending on quali�cations. To apply for 
the position or to see a full job description 
go to https://www.townofcharlton.net/158/
human-resources. Applications must be 
received by August 19, 2021. �e position 
will remain open until �lled. 

�e Town of Charlton  
is an equal opportunity employer and 

encourages diversity.

BAY PATH REG. VOC. TECH. 
HIGH SCHOOL

57 Old Muggett Hill Road
Charlton, MA  01507

On-Call Substitute Secretary
7:15 am-3 pm (depending on office), 

Rate $ 14.75/hr
Prior Office experience preferred.

On-Call Substitute Custodian
2nd shift- As Needed, Rate $ 14.75/hr

Prior Custodial experience preferred.

On-Call Substitute Cafeteria Helper
10 am-1:30 pm, Rate $ 14.50/hr

Prior Food Service experience preferred.
Please submit application, Resume,  

& Three letters of reference no later than
 Friday August 13, 2021.

ATTENTION: 
 Dean J. Iacobucci, Business Manager

For applications please visit our website: 
http://www.baypath.net/district- 
information/employment/2018 

application.pdf 
or call 508-248-5971 x 1754  

between 7:30 am-1:30pm
An Equal Opportunity Employer

ESTATE/TAG SALE
Fri. Aug 6 & Sat. Aug 7,

Fri. Aug 20 & Sat. Aug 21
~ Rain or Shine~

7am - 4 pm
53 Central Street

West Brook�eld, MA

ww
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BAY PATH REG. VOC. TECH.
HIGH SCHOOL

57 Old Muggett Hill Road
Charlton, MA  01507

Cafeteria – Assistant Cook
Start Date: August 27, 2021

Work as an Assistant to the Head Cook 
performing various kitchen duties per the 
schedule set by the Food Service Director 
regarding preparation of food, baking, 
grilling, serving, and sanitation. This is a 
School Year Position, 7:00am – 1:30pm, 
Rate: $17.50/hour. 

Please apply for this position online 
through Schoolspring:

https://www.schoolspring.com/job.
cfm?jid=3624699

Deadline for applications:  
Friday August 13, 2021

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Min req: HS  diploma/GED, non-smoker,  
MA driver’s license.  

Starting $16.67 - $22.29/hour.  
24 hour shi�, 48 hours/week. 

Application and further details  
www.town.sturbridge.ma.us. 

Sturbridge 
Fire Department 

Part-Time Firefighter
Entry Level

Min req: HS  diploma/GED, non-smoker,  
MA driver’s license, National Registry EMT.  

Starting $52,016 - $61,800.  
24 hour shi�, 48 hours/week. 

Application and further details  
www.town.sturbridge.ma.us. 

Applications accepted until Aug 30, 2021 at 4:00pm.

Sturbridge 
Fire Department 

Full-Time 
Firefighter/Paramedic

EDWARD JONES
continued from page    A1

SIP AND STARS
continued from page    A1

QCC
continued from page    A1

To �nd out how you can earn more trust from your neighbors.  
Contact your sales representative StonebridgePress.com

(Your Neighbors)
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from the Academy of Art University in 
San Francisco.

She has a wealth of experience design-
ing for similar audiences.

“Design has a big part to play in 
broadening the demographics of vis-
itorship because it will be up to us 
how content is perceived and viewed 
by potential visitors,” says Piccione. 
“I learned about accessibility and 
inclusive design at Boston Children’s 
Museum, and I plan to use this knowl-
edge to help Old Sturbridge Village in 
their ongoing efforts. Even now, I am 
applying these skills to many different 
design initiatives.”

When asked what excites her about 
her new position, Piccione says, “The 
unique challenge that the Village faces 
with design is trying to keep the ambi-
ance and integrity of the 1830s while 
using modern technology (computers/
digital printers) and catering to modern 
and diverse audiences.”

Already in her time here she has 
capitalized on the extensive collection 
of historical resources available at the 
museum, including using actual fabric 
swatches to design labels for jams and 
jellies in our retail shop.

Tieri’s vision also includes rallying 
all visitor, donor, member, and edu-
cational communications through one 
channel for consistency and to main-
tain a strong brand identity. To help 
her manage that initiative, she brought 
on Christine Freitas in a newly created 
position, Director of Communication 
and Content.

Freitas has a background in educa-
tional publishing and content market-
ing at publishers, including Thomson 
Learning (now Cengage), Pearson, 
Pioneer Valley Books, and most recent-
ly, the non-profit Center for Responsive 
Schools. With a B.A. in Journalism/
Mass Communications from St. 
Bonaventure University, she has a 
strong record of managing high-per-
forming content, design, and produc-
tion teams for over 20 years.

She says, “Working for the museum 
embodies all of the favorite parts of my 
past experiences and I’m excited at the 
prospect of the museum actually doing 
some of their own publications.”

When asked about the challenges she 

sees in her new position, she is excit-
ed about organizing and streamlining 
processes for efficiency, accuracy, and 
consistency, especially with a newly 
formed team. “I’m particularly excited 
about creating new ways for visitors to 
experience the museum, whether it’s 
an expansion of Virtual Village or the 
in-person experience. I’d also like to one 
day see researchers and fellows create 
and publish content using our collec-
tions, resource library, and historians 
as a resource. It’s a way to expand our 
reach and brand to new audiences and 
to refresh the stories of the past.”

About Old Sturbridge Village
Old Sturbridge Village, first opened 

to the public in 1946, is one of the coun-
try's oldest living history museums, 
celebrating life in early New England 
from 1790-1840 and the largest in New 
England. Each year, more than 250,000 
visitors interact with costumed histo-
rians, experience up-close demonstra-

Friday, August 6, 2021

We’ve decided to change it up for Summer and instead of a crossword puzzle, 
we’ve created a scramble. We hope you’ll enjoy this challenging puzzle! 

Please find the answers (business names) on the ABC’s of SUMMER on page 2. 
We will unscramble for you and announce a winner of a $25 Gift Card 

to an ABC Business in the August 27th issue. 
Please mail to ABC’s of Summer Scramble, P. O. Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550

 or take a pic and email to jsima@stonebridgepress.news by August 18.
Good luck!

ABC’S OF SUMMER SCRAMBLE
(�ese are not in alphabetical order)

1. VUTAREDEN TURSO FO NEWRRA __________________________

2. SBEN LTAECK HPSO ___________________________________

3. ATKL OF EHT NWOT ___________________________________

4. NCEPRES LFYMIA DETANL _______________________________

5. ERIN OYMANHE  _____________________________________

6. LRUAUMXOE DORF ____________________________________

7. SYAGR TETGSRU ______________________________________

8. AWKRHCDI RERMSFA VEOA-REOCIPT ______________________

9. CCTRUEAA TPES OCNTRLO ______________________________

10. RERMICO WSEREJLE  _________________________________

11. ERSKAN OCINLLISO ___________________________________

12. RCATNLE ONE LEFDEAR ECDRIT __________________________

13. SEHFR ASTRT ETH NOGMVI WREC ________________________

14. BAUGOAQ TIAIANROIEBHTL __________________________

15. OSETINEDGRB SPESR _______________________________

16. CRANEMIA DTCINSOU OLI ____________________________

17. SNAL PIANT TCREEN ________________________________

18. MOARC OWINWD SVEIRECS INC _______________________

19. NGSIIHG NEYERG ITEVALNESATR _______________________

20. TDEAUTE GOTNIW AND VYCEOERR _____________________

21. DOYSWO TAUO ODBY _______________________________

22. CHIOCE TP AHPLCSIY ARYPTEH ________________________

23. CULEN SAMS PZZAI ________________________________

24. ENATLEVC _______________________________________

25. NAHSSEE OLSAN DAN PAS ___________________________

26. HLICAL RTIE DNA UATO VEREICS ______________________

Name___________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________________________________________
Email (optional) ___________________________________________________________
Newspaper you saw this in, circle one:  Spencer New Leader, Auburn News, Southbridge News, Charlton Villager, Sturbridge Villager, Webster 
Times, Blackstone Valley Tribune
We love your feedback comments:________________________________________________________________ _________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Welcome to our 3rd Annual Summer Scramble! 

Courtesy

Lex Piccione and Christine Freitas

OSV
continued from page    A1

tions of early American trades, and 
meet heritage breed farm animals. 
Situated on 200 scenic acres, the Village 
is a collection of more than 40 his-
toric buildings -- including homes, 
meetinghouses, trade shops, working 
farms, restaurants, shops, and three 
water-powered mills.

Located just off the Massachusetts 
Turnpike and Routes I-84 and 20 in 

Sturbridge, Mass., Old Sturbridge 
Village is open year-round, but days 
and hours vary seasonally. For details, 
visit https://www.osv.org/plan-your-
visit/.

Old Sturbridge Village is also the 
managing partner of Coggeshall Farm 
Museum in Bristol, R.I. Members at 
OSV receive reciprocal membership at 
Coggeshall Farm Museum.
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Much has been made of the challeng-
es that have faced students and their 
families during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The shift to remote learning and 
shortened school days was difficult 
for many families, forcing students 
to adapt to virtual school on the fly as 
their parents adjusted to working from 
home full-time while doing their best 
to keep kids engaged in their studies 
and occupied when school let out each 
day. Given those challenges, it’s no 
wonder so many families are looking 
forward to what figures to be a more 
normal school year in 2021-22. But that 
return will pose its own unique chal-
lenges as well.

Some students may be a little anx-
ious as they prepare to return to cam-
pus this fall. That transition could 
be especially difficult for incoming 
college freshmen, who must overcome 
any pandemic-related concerns about 
returning to campus while also mak-
ing the transition to life on a college 
campus. The following are some ways 
to make that transition go smoothly.

• Engage in the community. The 
Health, Counseling and Disability 
Access Services at the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis urges students 
to take advantage of opportunities 
to engage in their new communi-
ties as early as possible. The HCDAS 
notes that first-year experiences are 
designed to help students connect with 
their new life on campus and make 
new friends. All incoming freshmen 

are facing the same set of unique cir-
cumstances as the 2021-22 school year 
begins. That includes the adjustment 
from remote learning with limited 
social contact with peers to a return to 
more traditional academic and social 
settings. Navigating that transition 
alongside other incoming freshmen 
can make it a little easier to handle.

• Plan ahead. Parents and their col-
lege-bound children can prepare for 
the coming school year by learning 
about on-campus policies over the 
summer. Will masks be mandated? 
Will classrooms remain socially dis-
tanced? Are vaccinations required 
to attend class in person? The soon-
er families learn these policies, the 
sooner they can begin planning for 
life on campus. Parents also can look 
into on-campus resources designed to 
help students readjust to being back 
among their peers. Knowing where 
to go for help should students need it 
can ensure any issues that arise are 
addressed promptly.

• Encourage students to share their 
concerns. Opening up about any con-
cerns they may have can help students 
as they emerge from the pandemic. 
Many parents were concerned about 
returning to the office in person, and 
they can share those concerns and 
the ultimate outcomes of their returns 
with students concerned about moving 
onto a college campus. Parents are 
urged to periodically check in with 
college students about any anxieties 
they may have about being on campus.

Returning to full-time, in-person 
learning after the pandemic may be 
especially challenging for incoming 
college freshmen. Such students can 
work with their parents over the sum-
mer to conquer their fears and prepare 
for the coming school year.

Friday, August 6, 2021

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308 lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

Check out our 
SUMMER MENU

including our 
delicious Lobster Roll!

Open 7 days a week Mon, 
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sun 11-8; 

Fri & Sat 11-9
Please visit our website  

or Facebook page for our 
full menu. 

Friday Acoustics 7-10pm

Rt. 20, 630 Main St., Sturbridge, MA 01566 
 508-347-7077 • Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm

hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Hot Summer Deals 
on All Meals

Many delicious Grab ‘n’ Go 
options to choose from!

WEDNESDAYS 
Family Meal Specials 

Starting at $26.95!

THURSDAYS 
Senior Citizen Day! 

15% OFF

SEE OUR WEBSITE 
FOR WEEKLY  
SPECIALS!

Yum
!

SALES TAX HOLIDAY AUGUST 14 & 15
ORDER NOW – LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

DELUXE ELECTRIC 

DRYER
Reg. $49999

$47999

A/C’S AND DEHUMIDIFIERS 
IN STOCK

100’S OF 
FREEZERS 
IN STOCK

Mon-Sat 10-9 • Sun Noon-7
140 Main St., Spencer, MA

508-885-9343

WE REPAIR 
BIKES

SIDE BY SIDE STAINLESS STEEL

REFRIGERATOR
Reg. $199999

$149999

OVER THE RANGE

MICROWAVE OVEN
Reg. $26999

$22999

DELUXE

DISHWASHER
Reg. $49999

$39999

WHIRLPOOL

TOP WASHER
Reg. $69999

$59999

KITCHENAID

DISHWASHER
Reg. $99999

$89999 TV SALE
Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

PEACHES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

Courtesy

TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY
ENJOYS GOLF EXPERIENCE! 
After a year of very little sports activity at schools everywhere, TCA was fortunate to 
be able to offer this five-week golf program at Heritage Country Club this past spring.  
The 5 weeks of instruction for TCA students to learn the fundamentals of golf was 
led by Chris the golf-pro at HCC along with help from Nate Waterhouse, current TCA 
parent and alum.  We are thankful for additional support from Donna Talbot of Talbot 
Embroidery who helped us supply shirts, golf bags and hats for the participants! The 
students really enjoyed the outdoor experience.  Maybe they will be TCA golf tournament 
winner of the future!  Participants were Gus McGarry, Luisa Henao, Charles Congdon, 
Nicholas Sargent, Michael Gasperini, Noah Waterhouse, Charles Morrison & Sofia Henao. 
Unavailable for the photo: Sofia & Luisa Henao.
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