
BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

GILFORD — In a game 
fitting of two rivals at the 
start of a new season, the 
host Gilford soccer boys 
used two goals in the final 
minutes to edge visiting 

Belmont by a 2-0 score on 
Thursday, Aug. 27.

The Raiders had ear-
ly pressure in the zone 
but could not convert and 
Gilford came back with a 
cross from Carter Bruneal 
that was cleared by Bel-

mont’s David Mahoney. 
The Golden Eagles had 
the game’s first corner that 
Belmont’s Brennan Geof-
frey cleared and Kyle Wal-
dron went the other way 
with a chance but could not 
get a shot on net.

Gilford had another cor-
ner that Omario Brooks 
headed on net with Bel-
mont goalie Kyle Monasky 
making the save. Brooks 
had a crossing pass and 
then Ben Coapland con-
nected with Owen Wolpin 
for a chance that was 
stopped by Monasky. Wal-
dron made another run 
that Gilford goalie Gavin 
Forest snared and Gilford 
had another corner kick 
chance,

Brody Ennis had a bid 
go high for the Raiders and 
Niko Smith had a good de-
fensive stop for the Raiders 
as well. Wolpin made a run 
that Sam Binder was able 
to stop in the Belmont de-
fense and Bronson Glines 
and Evan Martinez teamed 
up for a chance that For-
est stopped. Mahoney and 
Derik Matthews had good 
defensive stops for Bel-
mont and Waldron had a 

chance that Forest raced 
out to grab. Skyler Kohout 
had a cross for Gilford and 
Jevan Beale had a chance 
denied by Monasky.

Declan White had a 
nice crossing chance for 
the hosts that Matthews 
cleared and White had 
another chance that the 
defense of Geoffrey and 
Aaryn Durand helped 
to turn away. Monasky 
stopped a Wolpin shot and 
Easton St. Cyr sent a shot 
over the net. Ennis came 
back with a chance for Bel-
mont that Forest stopped 
and the game went to half-
time with no score.

Beale had a direct kick 
chance for the hosts to 
start the second half and 
Luke Javalgi had a long 
direct kick chance as well. 
Wolpin had a bid denied 
by Monasky and also sent 
a shot wide. After Gilford 
had a corner that missed 

the mark, the Raiders came 
back with their own cor-
ner, with Waldron’s shot 
stopped by Forest. 

Coapland and Bruneau 
teamed up for a chance 
that Monasky stopped and 
Bruneau had another shot 
that the Belmont goalie 
snared. White headed on 
a chance from Brooks and 
Beale sent a shot wide of 
the net as the Golden Ea-
gles threatened with anoth-
er corner. Mahoney made a 
run for the Golden Eagles 
that was stopped by the 
defense of Oskar Karls-
son and Binder had a good 
clear for the Raiders.

Mahoney sent a shot 
high on a Belmont corner 
kick and then Ennis ripped 
a shot off the crossbar. 
Zayn Morris had a chance 
denied by Forest and 
Wolpin went the other way 
with a shot that went wide 

SANBORNTON — On 
Thursday, Sept. 10 at 7 
p.m., one of Sanborn-
ton›s illustrious citizens, 
Walter Ingalls, distin-
guished portrait painter of 
the mid-19th century, will 
be Sanbornton Historical 
Society’s program topic. 

Ingalls, born in Can-
terbury in 1805, moved to 
Sanbornton in 1818 and, 
along with his brother, be-
came a cabinetmaker. That 
profession was short-lived 
when Walter’s true tal-
ent for painting became 
his career. Over the next 
41 years, he travelled the 
world painting portraits of 
kings, Popes, emperors, 
statesmen, and, of course, 
numerous Sanbornton 
family members of the 

1800s. President George 
Washington’s portrait in 
our New Hampshire State 
House is Walter Ingalls’ 
work. Ingalls also served 
as Town Moderator from 
1840 - 1847, and was a 
member of the Gener-
al Court, Concord State 
House, 1847 - 1848. 

Come to Lane Tavern, 
520 Sanborn Rd. (Route 
132), for historic informa-
tion delightfully presented 
by Brendan Morrison and 
Karey Caldwell. We are 
handicapped accessible 
and meet in air-conditioned 
space. Light refreshments, 
after. The program is free, 
with donations towards 
historical society costs ap-
preciated. All are welcome.
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Courtesy

Shire, a senior at Bow High School, has been visiting the Tilton Senior Center, getting to know the partic-
ipants, attending informational sessions, programs, and classes that are held here. She is working on her 
senior project that focuses on supporting the elderly population through meaningful service. It’s been a 
pleasure getting to know Shire, and everyone at the Center wishes her all the best! Photo courtesy of the 
Senior Center’s Facebook page.

Public invited 
to upcoming 
information 
sessions on 

proposed Fire 
District facility

TILTON/NORTHFIELD — At the Tilton-Northfield 
Fire District’s annual District Meeting in March of 2026, 
voters approved Warrant Article 4 for the purpose of fund-
ing design, engineering, and architectural fees associated 
with the construction, addition,and/or renovation of a fire 
station or fire stations. 

Following the vote, the District sent out two separate 
Requests for Proposal for professional services related to 
the project. We are pleased to announce that the District 
has entered into agreements with two firms to assist us in 
moving this project forward. On June 18, the Fire Com-

Early 
deadlines for 

Labor Day
The offices of the Winnisquam Echo will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 7 in observance of Labor Day. 
To ensure that our Sept. 10 edition arrives in sub-

scribers’ mail boxes on schedule despite the holiday, the 
submission deadline for any press releases and letters to 
the Editor intended for publication next week has been 
moved up to Thursday, Sept. 3 at 4 p.m. Submission can 
be e-mailed to the Editor at at brendan@salmonpress.
news.

Sanbornton Historical Society hosting program on 
portraitist Walter Ingalls

Courtesy

Walter Ingalls’ portrait of Sarah Coffin Burleigh, 
1834.

Joshua Spaulding

Gilford’s Zach Osman and Belmont’s Wyatt Bamford battle for the ball in season 
opening action last Thursday.

Late Gilford goals sink Raiders in opener

SEE SESSIONS PAGE A10

SEE OPENER PAGE A10



FRANKLIN — Con-
cord Hospital Health Sys-
tem (CHHS) invites com-
munity members to come 
together in support of indi-
viduals and families affect-
ed by mental health and 
substance use disorders at 
the annual Bridge to Re-
covery Walk, taking place 
Sunday, Sept. 20 at Con-
cord Hospital – Franklin.

The approximately 
two-mile walk brings to-
gether people in recovery, 
their families and friends, 
healthcare professionals, 
community members, and 
supporters to raise aware-
ness and funds for mental 
health and substance use 
disorder programs and ser-
vices at Concord Hospital 
– Franklin and Concord 
Hospital – Laconia. The 
event will also feature live 
music, a patient speaker, 
and a complimentary pan-
cake breakfast prepared 
by Dr. Paul Racicot and 
Boomer’s BBQ.

“The Bridge to Recov-
ery Walk is about showing 
people that they don’t have 
to face recovery alone,” 
said Philanthropy Officer 
for Concord Hospital Trust 
and Bridge to Recovery 
Event Coordinator Heidi 
Smith. “Every person who 
walks, donates, volunteers, 
or sponsors this event helps 
create a visible communi-
ty of support around our 
patients and families. It’s 
an uplifting morning that 

reminds us how much can 
happen when a community 
comes together with com-
passion and a shared pur-
pose.”

In 2025, the Bridge 

to Recovery Walk raised 
more than $50,000 for 
Concord Hospital Recov-
ery Clinics in Franklin and 
Gilford, helping patients 
access services and re-
sources that support them 
throughout their recovery. 
Funds raised have helped 
cover insurance co-pays 
and care for uninsured pa-
tients, provide gas cards 
for transportation to ap-
pointments, support basic 
personal necessities, and 
fund scholarships for local 
fitness programs.

For Corey Gately, 
MLADC, director of Sub-
stance Use Services at the 

Recovery Clinics and La-
conia Doorway at Concord 
Hospital – Franklin and 
Laconia, that practical as-
sistance can help address 
barriers that may otherwise 
make recovery more diffi-
cult.

“Recovery looks differ-
ent for every person, and it 
rarely happens through one 
service or one moment,” 
said Gately. “People need 
access to treatment, but 
they also need connection, 
encouragement, and practi-
cal support that helps them 
continue moving forward. 
The Bridge to Recovery 
Walk shows our patients 

that there is an entire com-
munity standing beside 
them and believing in their 
ability to build a healthier 
future.”

Participants are encour-
aged to form teams with 
family members, friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, and 
others who want to show 
their support. The walk is 
designed to welcome peo-
ple at every connection to 
recovery; whether they are 
celebrating their own jour-
ney, supporting someone 
they love, honoring some-
one they have lost, or sim-
ply demonstrating that help 
and hope are available.

The event also provides 
an opportunity to raise 
awareness of the resources 
available locally for people 
experiencing substance use 
disorders and their fam-

ilies. CHHS’s recovery 
services connect patients 
with treatment and ongo-
ing support while helping 
address individual barriers 
to recovery.

“Every registration rep-
resents more than partic-
ipation in a walk,” Smith 
said. “It helps us provide 
resources that can make 
a very real difference for 
someone trying to take that 
next step. We hope people 
throughout the Lakes and 
Three Rivers Regions will 
join us in September and 
help make sure our neigh-
bors know support is here.”

To register, create a 
team, donate, or learn more 
about the Bridge to Re-
covery Walk, visit https://
runsignup.com/Race/NH/
Franklin/BridgetoRecov-
eryWalk.
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Meet City!
Meet City, a handsome 
medium to large breed boy 
with a heart full of love and 
excitement for the important 
people in his life. Once City 
knows you’re his person, he is 
sure to show you with happy 
wiggles, a big personality, 
and plenty of enthusiasm. 
He is always ready for a walk, 
an adventure, or simply 
spending time with the 
people he loves.

City can be a little nervous 
when meeting new people, 
so he will need a patient 
adopter who is willing to 

take the time to build a 
relationship with him. We 
will require a few meet-and-
greets before he goes home 
to make sure everyone feels 
comfortable and that a strong 
bond can begin to form.

This sweet guy is looking for 
someone who can match 
his energy, understand 
that trust takes time, and 
appreciate the wonderful 
companion he is. With a 
little patience and a lot of 
love, City is ready to become 
someone’s loyal best friend 
and adventure buddy.

sweeps sweeps as low as 
as low as $244$244

DRY
FIREWOOD

AUTHENTIC DRY, CUT, SPLIT
Over 10-12 months 14, 16, 18,

20, 22, 24 Inch available

(2 cord minimum)

Immediate Delivery

CALL OR TEXT
603-323-8658

Your Base Camp In The Whites!
Everyone Welcome!

Hike, bike, golf, boat, explore!

WWW.MOUNTAINFAIREINN.COM

Bridge to Recovery Walk returns 
Sept. 20 to support mental health 

and substance use recovery

Courtesy

The Concord Hospital Trust partnered with volunteers from throughout Concord Hospital Health System and the community, including Dr. 
Paul Racicot and Boomer’s Barbeque, to host the Bridge to Recovery walk in 2025. The event raises money to help patients access services 
and resources that support them throughout their recovery.

For Advertising 
Information

Call 603-279-4516
email: Tracy@

salmonpress.news



KINGSTON, R.I. 
— The University of 
Rhode Island celebrat-
ed more than 4,000 of its 
newest alumni during the 
University’s 2026 Com-
mencement. Approximate-
ly 3,800 undergraduate 
degrees and 900 graduate 
degrees were conveyed to 
students during the cere-
monies which took place 
May 15-17.

Allison Jope of Bel-

mont was among the grad-
uates, receiving a Master 
of Library and Information 
Studies.

About the University of 
Rhode Island

The University of 
Rhode Island is a diverse 
and dynamic communi-
ty whose members are 
connected by a common 
quest for knowledge. As 
a global education lead-
er and the state of Rhode 

Island’s flagship public 
research institution, URI 
offers distinctive oppor-
tunities designed to meet 
the global challenges of 
today’s world and the rap-
idly evolving needs of to-
morrow. Founded in 1892, 
URI now enrolls more 
than 18,000 students and 
offers more than 200 de-
gree programs across nine 
schools and colleges. As a 
land- and sea-grant insti-

tution, URI is a key driver 
of economic development 
in Rhode Island and con-
tributes significantly to 
the health and vitality of 
the state, the New England 
region, and the nation. To 
learn more, visit: uri.edu.

[SUBHEAD] Anni-
versary celebration marks 
major milestones, honors 
founding leaders, looks 
ahead to  next 25 years

C A N T E R B U R Y 
— U.S. Sen. Jeanne Sha-
heen and former U.S. 
Senator Judd Gregg were 
honored by the New 
Hampshire Land and Com-
munity Heritage Invest-
ment Program (LCHIP) as 
it celebrated its 25th anni-
versary Wednesday eve-
ning at Canterbury Shaker 
Village.  

The celebration, which 
featured a “25 Stories for 
25 Years” exhibit high-
lighting a selection of the 
nearly 650 conservation 
and preservation projects 
funded by LCHIP, brought 
together more than 150 
current and former state 
leaders, LCHIP board 
members and staff, conser-
vationists, preservationists, 
community partners and 
project representatives.

LCHIP Board Chair 
Ben Wilcox announced 
three significant milestones 
reached by the program as 
it marked its 25th anniver-
sary: more than 250,000 
acres conserved, more than 
200 historic structures re-
habilitated, and the com-
pletion of LCHIP-support-
ed projects in 210 of New 
Hampshire’s 234 commu-
nities—more than 90 per-
cent of the state’s commu-
nities. Wilcox noted that 
these numbers tell a larg-
er story about what New 
Hampshire communities 
can accomplish when they 

come together around plac-
es they value.

“Over the past 25 years, 
LCHIP has demonstrat-
ed what can happen when 
state investment, local 
matching funds, private 
philanthropy, and com-
munity commitment come 
together around a shared 
purpose,” Wilcox stated. 
“LCHIP projects succeed 
because people across New 
Hampshire are willing to 
invest in the places they 
care about.”

“Twenty-five years ago, 
New Hampshire created 
something truly distinc-
tive—a program that puts 
resources directly into 
the hands of communities 
to protect the places that 
matter most to them,” said 
Paula Bellemore, LCHIP 
Executive Director. “What 
we celebrate today is not 
simply 25 years of grants. 
It is 25 years of people 
coming together to make 
sure the farms, forests, his-
toric buildings, working 
landscapes and communi-
ty places that define New 
Hampshire remain part of 
our future.”

The anniversary cele-
bration also recognized two 
individuals whose leader-
ship was instrumental in 
establishing and advancing 
LCHIP. Former Governor 
and U.S. Sen. Judd Gregg, 
and former Governor and 
current U.S. Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen received LCHIP’s 
inaugural Legacy Award, 
presented by two former 
LCHIP Board members: 
noted historic preserva-
tionist Elizabeth Durfee 

Hengen and former State 
Sen. Rick Russman.

Hengen, a founding 
LCHIP Board member and 
longtime historic preser-
vation leader, recognized 
Gregg for his early role 
as a bipartisan champion 
of LCHIP and for his sub-
sequent efforts to secure 
federal funding that com-
plemented LCHIP invest-
ments. Among the proj-
ects highlighted were the 
5,300-acre 13 Mile Woods 
community forest in Errol, 
nearly five miles of Merri-
mack River frontage, and 
Webster Farm in Franklin.

Russman, also a found-
ing LCHIP Board member, 
recognized Shaheen’s lead-
ership in establishing the 
program and signing the 
legislation creating LCHIP 
into law while serving as 
Governor. He also high-
lighted her longstanding 
commitment to conserva-
tion and her partnership 
with Gregg on the Con-
necticut Lakes Headwaters 
project, which ultimately 
protected 171,000 acres in 
northern New Hampshire.

“Helping establish 
LCHIP is one of my proud-
est achievements as Gover-
nor, and 25 years later I’ve 
been so proud of all that the 
program has been able to 
accomplish to preserve the 
treasured sites across New 
Hampshire that give our 
state its distinct character,” 
said Shaheen. “LCHIP was 
founded with the belief 
that conservation and pres-
ervation support economic 
vitality and enrich commu-
nity life. I thank everyone 

who has helped LCHIP 
live up to this founding vi-
sion and am excited to wit-
ness all that comes next.”

Gov. Kelly Ayotte rec-
ognized the milestone by 
issuing a proclamation 
commemorating LCHIP’s 
25th anniversary, which 
read in part “this anniver-
sary provides an opportu-
nity to recognize LCHIP‘s 
longstanding commitment 
to conservation and stew-
ardship and to celebrate 
its continued investment 
in a stronger, more vibrant 
New Hampshire for gener-
ations to come.”

The evening also in-
cluded  a panel discussion 
with founding LCHIP 
Board Chair Tom Burack, 
former executive director 
Dijit Taylor, and current 
board member Senator 
Debra Altschiller, who 
reflected on what makes 
LCHIP distinctive.

“What LCHIP under-
stood from the start, in 
doing something no other 
state had done, is that put-
ting historic preservation 
and land conservation un-
der one roof makes sense, 
because they both answer 
the same question — what 
do we owe this place that 
made us?” said Sen. Debra 
Altschiller.

The anniversary gath-
ering emphasized that 
LCHIP’s accomplishments 
are ultimately the result of 
community action. State 
investment and LCHIP 
grants provide critical re-
sources, but it is local or-
ganizations and residents 
who raise matching funds, 

restore buildings, conserve 
land and take responsibility 
for caring for these places 
over the long term.

As LCHIP enters its 
next 25 years, the program 
remains focused on helping 
New Hampshire communi-
ties protect the landscapes 
and historic resources that 
contribute to the state’s 
quality of life, economy, 
and sense of place.

State Sen. Howard 
Pearl closed the evening, 
saying, “LCHIP’s greatest 
accomplishment isn’t mea-
sured in acres conserved 
or buildings restored.  Its 
greatest accomplishment 
is that, 25 years later, 
communities across New 
Hampshire are still coming 
together to say, ‘This place 
matters—and we’re will-
ing to do something about 
it.’ That is what makes 
LCHIP special, and that 

is what gives me so much 
confidence in its next 25 
years.”

About LCHIP
The New Hampshire 

Land and Community Her-
itage Investment Program 
(LCHIP) is an independent 
state authority that provides 
matching grants to mu-
nicipalities and nonprofit 
organizations to conserve 
and preserve New Hamp-
shire’s most important nat-
ural, cultural, and historic 
resources. Since 2000, 
LCHIP has invested $68 
million through 646 grants 
across the state, helping 
communities protect more 
than 250,000 acres and 
rehabilitate more than 200 
historic structures. More 
at LCHIP.org
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WE DO IT ALL
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Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

We provide the tools to We provide the tools to 
pass on your property pass on your property 
and your wisdom to and your wisdom to 

the ones you love.the ones you love.

Wills... Trusts...Wills... Trusts...
Family Law... ProbateFamily Law... Probate

572 Tenney Mountain Hwy., Plymouth, NH 03264
603-536-2700 | www.NHLawyer.Net

oralaw@gmail.com

Motorcyclist 
dies following 

crash in 
Salisbury

SALISBURY — A Belmont man died after crashing 
his motorcycle in Salisbury.

At 6:37 a.m., Friday, Aug. 28, State Troopers assigned 
to the Troop D barracks responded to a home in

Warner for a medical assistance call. Upon arrival, 
they found an adult male deceased.

The preliminary investigation determined that the 
deceased, identified as Charles McWilliams, 58, of Bel-
mont,

had been involved in a motorcycle crash on Route 127 
in Salisbury earlier in the day. McWilliams did not report

the crash or seek medical attention. An autopsy later 
determined that McWilliams died as a result of injuries

suffered in the crash.
Anyone with any information about the incident is 

asked to contact Trooper Nicole Stone at (603) 931-9023 
or

Nicole.J.Stone@dos.nh.gov.

LCHIP celebrates 25 years of preserving 
New Hampshire’s special places

Allison Jope of Belmont graduates 
from University of Rhode Island

Not getting 
enough attention?
Call your Sales Representative Today

Tracy Lewis: 603.616.7103



Opinion Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone 

number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only the 
author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted 
without all of the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our 
requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for 
any reason he or she might deem appropriate.
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Courtesy

A crew from the Tilton-Northfield Fire District offered tours of one of the department’s engines during 
the Touch-A-Truck event at the Tanger Outlets on Aug. 7. Photo courtesy of the district’s Facebook page.

Letters to the Editor
n

A decision 
worth 
getting 
right

There are few municipal investments more conse-
quential than the buildings that house a community’s 
emergency services.

Tilton and Northfield are now moving steadily to-
ward such a decision, as the Tilton-Northfield Fire Dis-
trict develops plans for new and improved fire facilities. 
The process could ultimately lead voters to consider a 
significant construction proposal at the March 15, 2027 
District Meeting.

Between now and then, residents have an important 
role to play.

The need for the discussion is difficult to ignore. 
The district’s headquarters on Center Street in Tilton is 
approximately 160 years old. Firefighting has changed 
dramatically since that building was constructed, from 
the size and complexity of apparatus to the equipment 
firefighters carry and the safety standards governing 
modern emergency service facilities.

At the annual District Meeting in March, voters 
approved funding for design, engineering and archi-
tectural work associated with possible construction, 
additions or renovations. Since then, the Fire Commis-
sion has selected SMP Architecture for design and en-
gineering services and Laconia-based Bonnette, Page 
& Stone Corp. for construction management.

The current concept calls for replacing the Center 
Street headquarters with a new facility while construct-
ing a smaller addition adjacent to the Park Street sub-
station in Northfield.

Those are substantial plans, and substantial plans 
deserve substantial public scrutiny.

That is why two upcoming information sessions are 
particularly important. The first will be held Tuesday, 
Sept. 29, at 7 p.m. at the Center Street Fire Station, 
12 Center St. in Tilton. The second is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, at 7 p.m. at the Park Street Fire Sta-
tion, 149 Park St. in Northfield.

Residents will have an opportunity to see initial 
schematic designs, speak with representatives of the 
architectural and construction management firms, ask 
questions of Fire Commission members and depart-
ment leadership, and tour the existing facilities. Those 
tours may prove especially valuable.

It is one thing to hear that a fire station is outdated. 
It is another to walk through it and see how firefighters 
and emergency personnel operate within the available 
space. Residents considering a major public investment 
should understand both the deficiencies of the existing 
buildings and what a proposed replacement is intended 
to accomplish.

At the same time, aging infrastructure by itself 
should never end the conversation about cost, scope or 
design. Residents have every right to ask what is neces-
sary, what is desirable and what taxpayers can reason-
ably afford. They should ask about projected construc-
tion costs, financing, long-term operating expenses, 
anticipated service life and whether proposed facilities 
account for the future needs of both communities.

Those questions are not obstacles to progress. They 
are part of responsible local government.

The district also deserves credit for bringing resi-
dents into the process while designs are still being de-
veloped rather than waiting until a finished proposal 
is placed before voters. Public participation is most 
meaningful when there is still an opportunity for com-
munity concerns and suggestions to influence the out-
come.

Tilton and Northfield residents have months before 
they are likely to face the larger decision at the 2027 
District Meeting. That time should be used wisely.

Emergency facilities must serve firefighters and 
residents for generations. Whatever is eventually con-
structed will likely outlast many of the people partici-
pating in today’s debate.

That makes this a decision worth studying carefully, 
questioning thoroughly and, ultimately, getting right.

To the Editor:

“Canned” support I hear for Rep. Chris Pappas becom-
ing Sen. Chris Pappas. Kudos to anyone earning “fighter” 
compliments now before our September 8 primary, but 
fighting for a list of Democratic-party, people-oriented 
values, isn’t enough. 

We’re in a war-uglified time. Unforgiveable — my 
District 1 Congressman Pappas never recognized the fact 
of horrifying genocide in Gaza. Decades of Israeli leader-
ship letting farming-Palestinians be harassed, driven off 
their farms, killed, preceded the Hammas attack of Oc-
tober, 2023. Pappas’ shameful quiet links to his accept-
ing AIPAC money, our taxpayer dollars aiding criminal 
genocide.

Newly, NPR is interviewing the surviving brave and 
good, gone to Gaza to give medical help. They’re my peo-

ple. On Sept. 8, the good choice is Karishma Mansur. She 
supports «strict oversight of military aid.» She promises to 
speak out against war profiteering and forced starvation, 
as in Gaza and now Trump›s maybe further weaponizing 
of starvation in Iran and Middle Eastern neighbors. Mans-
ur›s statement — “Just like Granite Staters, the people of 
Gaza deserve peace, dignity, and justice” — the ones who 
remain, still hanging on to life amid war’s ruins, I add.

On my kitchen wall — a photo of student-age Rachel 
Corrie, bulldozed to her death in 2003 by a soldier-driven 
Israeli tank as it destroyed a Palestinian family’s home. I 
support Karishma Mansur, remembering Rachel Corrie’s 
protest and sacrifice.

Sincerely,
Lynn Rudmin Chong

Sanbornton

To the Editor:

Franklin deserves representatives who are acutely 
aware of the supreme importance of communal/state par-
ticipation without unnecessary political theater.

We are Representatives: Ernesto Gonzalez and Mike 
Visconti, Republican candidates for the two New Hamp-
shire House seats serving Merrimack District 3, in all 
three of our wards in Franklin.

Our personal origins and experiences be-
long to different generations and backgrounds, 
but we share one common commitment:  

Franklin First as a vehicle of pertinency in all aspects—
including our families who are already experiencing the 
increasingly high costs of living.

Our schools need determined, accountable represen-
tatives who will strongly support quality education while 
respecting the will of taxpayers. 

Providing local businesses with less intrusive state 
government barriers, while avoiding the creation of new 
overbearing incumbrances. 

Furthermore, the opioid crisis with their pres-
ent levels of intolerable manifestations re-
quires decisive and incisive concentrated atten-
tion within Franklin and all adjacent communities.. 

Subsequently, Franklin needs the type of representa-
tives who will consistently commit to bringing city con-
cerns to the House of Representatives.

Mr. Gonzalez brings experience as a current state rep-
resentative, educator and through service of his invalu-
able offerings in life-related experiences.

Mr. Visconti brings a unique perspective as a 
small-business owner. His strong interpersonal skills, 
providing incalculable benefits impressing as a true rep-
resentative of our state motto: “Live Free or Die.”

Together, we offer experience, energy and a shared 
promise to remain accessible and accountable to our con-
stituency and state necessities.

Even though we may not agree on every single detail, 
we will always agree that the People of Franklin will con-
sistently come first without any reservations. 

As a final appeal, in the Sept. 8 Republican primary, 
we respectfully ask voters to choose both Ernesto Gonza-
lez and Mike Visconti for Franklin state representatives.

Ernesto Gonzalez
Mike Visconti
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Karishma Mansur honors the sacrifices
 those like Rachel Corrie

Franklin First means working together



LACONIA — The Co-
lonial Theatre of Laconia 
will present Bat Out of 
Helloween: Celebrating 
Meat Loaf and Rocky Hor-
ror on Friday, Oct. 23, at 8 
p.m. Tickets to the show 
are on sale now at Colo-
nialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

  
Bat Out of Helloween is 

more than a concert - it is 
a powerful live experience 
that brings to life the music 
of Meat Loaf, Rocky Hor-
ror and other spooky hits. 
The show features alum-
ni of Meat Loaf’s official 
band, Neverland Express 
fronted by Andrew Polec.

Andrew Polec originat-
ed the role of Strat in Bat 

Out of Hell: The Musi-
cal in London’s West End 
and across international 
productions earning criti-
cal acclaim for his ability 
to capture the intensity of 
Jim Steinman’s writing. 
His performance uniquely 
bridges the theatrical or-
igins of the material with 
the raw power of a live 
rock concert, delivering a 
frontman presence that is 
both electrifying and deep-
ly authentic.

  
“The only band en-

dorsed by me and Jim 
Steinman,” Meat Loaf said 
of this tribute to his musi-
cal legacy.

  
“Do not miss this! This 

is the closest you could 

possibly get… This is not 
a tribute band, but Meat’s 
incredible, actual band and 
this band rocks!” raves Sir 
Brian May of Queen.

  
“Andrew is phenome-

nal, the definitive embod-
iment of the rock-and-roll 
spirit,” says Jim Steinman.

 
 
About The Colonial 

Theatre of Laconia
The original owner, 

Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the the-
atre featured a fire curtain 
depicting Venice as seen 
from the water.  In August 
of 2002, the theatre closed 
after 87 years of operation. 
On June 15, 2015, the City 
of Laconia announced a 
partnership with the Belk-
nap Economic Develop-
ment Council (BEDC) to 
purchase, renovate, and 
reopen the Colonial. The 
newly reopened Colonial 
Theatre has a seating ca-
pacity of 750 and plays 
host to various perfor-

mances, including music, 
theatre, comedy, and civic 
events. Spectacle Manage-
ment manages the Colonial 
Theatre and is home to the 
Powerhouse Theatre Col-
laborative. The Colonial 
Theatre is located at 609 
Main Street, Laconia, NH 
03246.www.coloniallaco-
nia.com

 
About Spectacle Live
Founded in 2012, Spec-

tacle Live offers venue 
operations, booking, pro-
gramming, marketing, 
and production services 
across New England from 
offices in Lexington, MA, 
Lowell, MA, and Laco-
nia, NH. The company 
partners with over a dozen 
venues to manage facili-
ties and promote a variety 
of events, including con-
certs, comedy, theater, and 
family entertainment. For 
more information, contact 
Pete Lally atplally@spec-
taclelive.com  or 617-531-
1257. www.spectaclelive.
com

BELMONT — Gran-
ite VNA offers Caregiver 
Connection on Wednesday, 
Sept. 16 from 9:30 to 11 
a.m. at Tilly Market Café 
at the Belknap Market-
place at 96 Daniel Webster 
Highway.

Join us and connect 
with other family caregiv-
ers, while enjoying an op-
portunity to unwind and 
have discussions rich in 
empathy and resources.

Pre-registration is not 
required. For more infor-
mation, call (603) 224-
4093 or (800) 924-8620, 
ext. 85664 or visit www.

granitevna.org. This pro-
gram is offered at no 
charge.

About Granite VNA
Granite VNA is a not-

for-profit licensed and 
certified home health and 
hospice care provider. The 
agency serves people of 
all ages in 72 communities 
across the Greater Capital 
Region and Central New 
Hampshire by providing 
home care, hospice care, 
pediatric and maternal 
child health services, and 
wellness programming. 
The agency has offic-
es in Concord, Laconia 

and Wolfeboro. Formed 
through the merger of Con-
cord Regional VNA and 
Central New Hampshire 
VNA & Hospice, Gran-
ite VNA has served New 
Hampshire since 1899. For 
more information about 

Granite VNA, visit www.
granitevna.org.
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Stone Wall
Repair

Tony Luongo

603-707-2727

Fieldstone/Granite
35 years experience

LOW COST
SPAY/NEUTER

Rozzie May
Animal Alliance
cats and dogs.

Cat Cab service available.
Military discounts.

RMAA accepts NH Plan B.

Sign up on line
www.rozziemay.org
or call 603-447-1373

PLYMOUTH
TOWN WIDE YARD SALE

Saturday, September 12, 9 AM to 3 PM
Dozens of private sites around town

Group site at airport 50+ vendors

General Services

Granite VNA offers Caregiver 
Connection in Belmont

BELMONT — The Belmont Police Department re-
ported the following arrests during the week of Aug. 17-
24.

Kayla M. Guest, age 34, of Concord was arrested on 
Aug. 18 for DUI-Impairment and driving at a rate of 
speed 16-20 mph over a posted limit of 55 mph or less.

Noah R. Miller, age 18, of Laconia was arrested on 
Aug. 22 for Breach of Bail.

David Charles Duprey II, age 39, was arrested on Aug. 
23 in connection with a warrant.

BELMONT POLICE LOG

REGION — The Amer-
ican Red Cross urges peo-
ple to celebrate the power 
of kindness by making an 
appointment to give life-
saving blood or platelets. 
Every donation is critical 
to helping prevent the next 
blood shortage.  

The Red Cross and Hel-
lo Kitty® and Friends are 
partnering in September to 
remind donors that comfort 
and care are always bet-
ter when shared. Just one 
blood or platelet donation 
can help more than one pa-
tient enjoy a happier future. 
As a thank-you, those who 
come to give Sept. 1-20, 
2026, will get an exclusive 
Red Cross × Hello Kitty 
plush mascot clip and sur-
prise sticker pack, while 
supplies last. For details, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org/
HelloKitty. 

Thanks to the generos-
ity of thousands of people 
who rolled up a sleeve this 
summer, the blood sup-
ply continues to recover 
from critically low levels. 
As we enter September, 
the blood supply remains 
vulnerable — especially 
as we approach new sea-
sonal challenges such as 
back-to-school activities 

that can cause donors to 
be less available to give, 
and the ongoing potential 
for tropical systems in the 
Atlantic, which can further 
threaten the blood supply 
by disrupting blood drives. 
By making and keeping 
appointments now, donors 
can help the Red Cross en-
sure lifesaving blood prod-
ucts are on hand wherever 
they are needed, including 
communities where do-
nations may not be possi-
ble due to severe summer 
weather and natural disas-
ters. 

 
One small act of kind-

ness can travel far. Spark 
joy and book a time to 
give blood or platelets by 
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org, downloading the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, 
or calling 1-800-RED 
CROSS. 

Upcoming blood dona-
tion opportunities Sept.1-
20:

 
Belknap
 
Belmont
Sept. 15: 12:30 - 5 p.m., 

St. Joseph Church, 96 
Main St.

 

Gilford
Sept. 10: 11:30 a.m. - 4 

p.m., First United Method-
ist Church, 18 Wesley Way

 
Laconia
Sept. 16: 1 p.m. - 6 p.m., 

Granite VNA, 780 N. Main 
St.

 
Meredith
Sept. 9: 9 a.m. - 1:30 

p.m., St. Charles Borro-
meo, 300 NH Route 25

 
Tilton
Sept. 5: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., 

Tanger Outlets, 120 Laco-
nia Rd.

Sept. 19: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Tanger Outlets, 120 Laco-
nia Rd.

 
How to donate blood
Simply download the 

American Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, vis-
it RedCrossBlood.org, call 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on 
any Alexa Echo device to 
make an appointment or 
for more information. All 
blood types are needed to 
ensure a reliable supply 
for patients. A blood donor 
card or driver’s license or 
two other forms of iden-

tification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who 
are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental 
consent where allowed by 
state law), weigh at least 
110 pounds and are in gen-
erally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. 
High school students and 
other donors 18 years of 
age and younger also have 
to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

 
 Blood and platelet do-

nors can save time at their 
next donation by using 
RapidPass® to complete 
their pre-donation reading 
and health history ques-
tionnaire online, on the day 
of their donation, before 
arriving at the blood drive. 
To get started, follow the 
instructions at RedCross-
Blood.org/RapidPass or 
use the Blood Donor App.

 
About the American 

Red Cross:
The American Red 

Cross shelters, feeds and 
provides comfort to vic-
tims of disasters; supplies 
about 40% of the nation’s 
blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; distributes in-
ternational humanitarian 

aid; and supports veterans, 
military members and their 
families. The Red Cross is 
a nonprofit organization 
that depends on volunteers 
and the generosity of the 
American public to deliv-
er its mission. For more 
information, please vis-
it redcross.org or CruzRo-
jaAmericana.org, or follow 
us on social media.

 
A b o u t S a n r i o ® 

Sanrio® is the global 
lifestyle brand and home 
to Hello Kitty®, creat-
ed in 1974, and many 
other beloved character 
brands such as My Mel-
ody™, Kuromi™, Lit-
tleTwinStars™, Cinnam-
o r o l l ™ ,   P o m p o m p u-
rin™, gudetama™, Ag-
g r e t s u k o ™ ,   C h o c o-
c a t ™ ,   B a d t z - M a r u ™ 
a n d   K e r o p p i ™ .   S a n-
rio was founded on the 
philosophy that a small 
gift can bring happiness 
and friendship to people 

of all ages. Since 1960, 
this philosophy has served 
as the inspiration to of-
fer quality products, ser-
vices and activities that 
promote communication 
and inspire unique con-
sumer experiences across 
the world. Today, San-
rio’s business extends into 
the entertainment industry 
with several content se-
ries, gaming offerings and 
theme parks. Sanrio boasts 
an extensive product line-
up which is available in 
over 130 countries. San-
rio hopes to bring smiles to 
everyone’s faces with their 
vision of “One World, Con-
necting Smiles.” To learn 
more about Sanrio, please 
visit www.sanrio.com and 
follow @sanrio and @hel-
lokitty on Facebook, Ins-
tagram, Twitter, TikTok, 
Pinterest and subscribe to 
the Hello Kitty and Friends 
YouTube Channel.

Red Cross and Hello Kitty® and 
Friends join forces to help save lives

Second annual 
woodworking 
fundraiser to 
support local 
food pantries

MEREDITH — The Lakes Region woodworking 
community is coming together on Friday, Aug. 28 for an 
evening of craftsmanship and community impact at Art 
Of Turning’s Second Annual Woodworking Competition 
& Fundraiser, hosted at Twin Barns Brewing Co. in Mer-
edith. The event runs from 6 - 8 p.m., and is open to the 
public, with all proceeds benefiting local food pantries.

Makers from across the region have spent the summer 
preparing their handcrafted entries. From segmented turn-
ings to precision joinery and functional pieces built with 
care. In the days leading up to the event, Art Of Turning 
is sharing sneakpeek photos on social media showing the 
dedication and craftsmanship behind each project coming 
to life.

“This fundraiser is about more than woodworking,” 
said event organizer Andrew Eaton, owner of Art Of 
Turning. “It’s about neighbors supporting neighbors. 
Every maker brings their best, and every attendee helps 
strengthen our community.”

Guests will have the opportunity to view all 20 sub-
mitted pieces, meet the makers, and purchase raffle tick-
ets where each item will be taken home that evening. All 
funds raised will directly support food pantries serving 
families throughout the Lakes Region.

This year’s event is made possible through the gener-
ous support of Twin Barns Brewing Co., Meredith Village 
Savings Bank, and White Birch Gifts, whose commitment 
to community continues to make a meaningful difference.

Art Of Turning’s Woodworking Fundraiser promises 
an evening of local talent, good company, and charitable 
impact. The event is open to the public. Friday, Aug. 28 
from 6 – 8 p.m. at Twin Barns Brewing Co. in Meredith.

For more information, visit ArtOfTurning.com.

Bat Out of Helloween brings 
celebration of Meat Loaf and 
Rocky Horror to the Colonial



GILFORD — Regis-
tration is now open for the 
Lakes Region Scholar-
ship Foundation’s Annual 
Lakes Region Pumpkin 
Figure Contest fundraiser. 

“Get ready to let your 
patriotic spirit shine!” said 
Executive Director Chris 
Guilmett. “As America 
celebrates its 250th birth-
day and LRSF marks its 

70th anniversary, we invite 
you to bring your most cre-
ative red, white, and blue 
ideas to life. This year’s 
pumpkin figures will be 
judged on how proudly and 
creatively they celebrate 
America.”

Kim Lacasse, the Foun-
dation’s Assistant Director, 
said she is excited to build 
on the success of the annu-

al Pumpkin Figure Con-
test. “The time participants 
put in, the creativity they 
show, and their willingness 
to share their creations 
with the community are 
wonderful to see,” she said. 
The seasonal fundraiser 
has become a communi-
ty-wide tradition. Along 
with the patriotic theme, 
entries will be judged in 
several categories, with 
prizes awarded.

“Over the years, we 
have seen amazing entries 
from families, businesses, 
schools, individuals, and 
nonprofit organizations, 
and we are excited to see 
this year’s creations,” Guil-
mett said. 

Registration is avail-
able through the Pumpkin 
Figure Contest tab on the 
Foundation’s Web site. 
Visitors can also purchase 
tickets for two additional 
fall fundraisers: the popu-
lar Cakes ’n Sweets Cal-
endar Raffle and the new 
Harvest Gift Card Haul 
Wreath Raffle. Pumpkin 
Figure Contest participa-
tion is not required to buy 

raffle tickets.

The contest is open 
to individuals, families, 
schools, businesses, and 
nonprofits. Each pumpkin 
figure must include at least 
one pumpkin. To qualify, 
entrants must live in the 
Lakes Region, and entry 
forms must be received 

by Lakes Region Schol-
arship Foundation by Oct. 
9. Judging will take place 
Oct. 15, 16, and 17. An 
interactive map of pump-
kin figure locations will 
be available to download 
from the Foundation’s 
website for those planning 
a fall outing.

To register for the An-
nual Lakes Region Pump-
kin Figure Contest, view 
Harvest Gift Card Haul 
Wreaths, or purchase raf-
fle tickets for the Cakes 
’n Sweets Calendar Raffle 
or Harvest Gift Card Haul 
Wreath Raffle, please visit 
www.lrscholarship.org.
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SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATIONSEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATION Our team has the experi-
ence needed to install your septic system that meets all local 
regulations and requirements.
LAND CLEARINGLAND CLEARING  We offer comprehensive land clearing
DRIVEWAYSDRIVEWAYS  We can do a rehab on your gravel driveway, 
update it with reclaim, patch or sealcoat your asphalt. We 
also do parking areas for all your recreational toys!
FENCE INSTALLATIONFENCE INSTALLATION  From galvanized or black chain link 
for dogs to stockade or vinyl privacy fences we can enhance 
the value and quality of your property.

PROFESSIONAL EXCAVATION SERVICESPROFESSIONAL EXCAVATION SERVICES

Waltons 207 / Walton Stump GrindingWaltons 207 / Walton Stump Grinding
207-247-2712 (landline) • 207-730-6854 (text friendly)207-247-2712 (landline) • 207-730-6854 (text friendly)

PO Box 419 N Waterboro, ME 04061PO Box 419 N Waterboro, ME 04061
www.waltons207.comwww.waltons207.com

603-524-5588

thehomebeautiful.com

141 DW Hwy Belmont, NH

Flooring   

Tile   

Countertops

Bath Vanities

Wallpaper

Upholstery

Window Treatments

1192 Weirs Blvd., Rte. 3 / PO Box 5106 / Weirs Beach, NH 03247

(603) 366-4673
www.channelcottages.com

1, 2, & 3+ Bedrooms
w/ Queen Beds & Kitchens

Private Beach / Docking
Air-Conditioning / FREE Wi~Fi

WEBER Gas Grills
Reunions, Meetings & Weddings

**Pets Welcome**

DSC_5767.JPG Sign In

Lake Winnipesaukee - Weirs Beach

C E L E B R A T I N G  3 5  Y E A R S ! ! !C E L E B R A T I N G  3 5  Y E A R S ! ! !

* Rt. 3-A, Bridgewater
603-744-6338
See us on Facebook!

Gemstone & Glass Beads
Stainless Steel Jewelry & Findings

Mineral Specimens
Tumbled Stones * Fossils

Smudging Wands * Incense
Stone & Sterling Jewelry

Crystals * Open Year Round
Tues-Sat: 10-5, Sunday: 10-4

nstargems@gmail.com
VISA/MC/AMEX/Discover

Registration now open for Lakes Region Scholarship 
Foundation’s Annual Pumpkin Figure Contest!



LACONIA — Belknap 
House is looking for com-
munity partners to spon-
sor our 12th Annual Golf 
Tournament which will 
be held on Monday, Sept. 
14 at the Laconia Country 
Club. The golf tournament 
is Belknap House’s big-
gest fundraiser of the year, 
which helps provide vital 
shelter and resources for 
homeless families in our 
community.

At Belknap House, we 
believe in the power of 
community support and 
connections to drive mean-
ingful change. 2026 will 
be our 12th year hosting a 
golf tournament fundrais-
er to sustain our mission 
of providing shelter and 
resources for homeless 
families in our community. 
As we continue to expand 
our programs and provide 
shelter for families in need, 
we rely on the generous 
support of event sponsors 
to help us build a brighter 
future for families in need.

Partnering with Belk-
nap House allows your or-

ganization to build strong 
connections within the 
community, demonstrating 
your commitment to social 
responsibility. Community 
partners will have the op-
portunity to reach new au-
diences through our web-
site, social media, and at 
the event, showcasing your 
partnership and support for 

a worthy cause.
Information about the 

golf tournament can be 
found on ourr website 
belknaphouse.org or by 
connecting with the Ex-
ecutive Director, Shaw-
na Zechman by email or 
phone (details below).

About Belknap House

Belknap House pro-
vides safe shelter to fam-
ilies with children expe-
riencing homelessness 
in Belknap County and 
empowers families to be-
come self-sufficient and 
independent by providing 
educational opportunities 
and access to community 
resources.
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EXIT 12, SPAULDING TURNPIKE • RTE 125 SOUTH "AT THE LIGHTS" • ROCHESTER, NH
PHONE: 332-3506     HOURS: MON-SAT 9-8  SUN 10-5

WOLFEBORO, NH  •  MEREDITH, NH  •  NORTH CONWAY, NH
GILFORD, NH  •  KEENE, NH  •  GREENFIELD, MA
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(Previous purchases excluded. Brand exclusions may also apply. Visit store for complete details)

%
OFF

SUMMER SANDALS
REGULAR
PRICES

MENS * WOMENS * KIDS
HUNDREDS OF PAIRS!

In-store purchases onlySale ends 7-7-24

REGULAR PRICES20%
OFF

**
SPECIAL SELECTION

25% to 50% off
SAVE EVEN MORE!

MENS   WOMENS   KIDS

In-store only. Brand exclusions may apply.  Sale ends Sept. 7th

CHILDREN’S FOOTWEAR
EXPERTLY FITTED

FOR MAXIMUM FIT,
COMFORT, AND WEAR.

OUR LARGEST
SELECTION

OF THE
YEAR!

SNEAKER SALE

This is a full time position in our Ashland store. Duties include stocking shelves,
assisting customers and contractors with product selection and order entry. Will 
train the right candidate.  Basic computer skills required. Excellent customer service 
skills a must.  Saturday hours on a rotating basis is required.

You may apply in person or download an application from our website.  All applications 
should be submitted to:

Lumber Counter

Competitive Wages
Health Insurance

Paid Holidays Paid Time OffPaid Vacation
Profit Sharing      Store Discounts Much More!

Dan Uhlman, General Manager
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com.

Dan Uhlman, Manager
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com

E.O.E.

We have an immediate opening in our Ashland location for a 
delivery driver.  CDL license not required.  Must have a valid driver’s 
license with a clear driving record. As part of the job requirement, a 
DOT medical card is required (employer will assist candidate in 
obtaining medical card). Join a team of delivery drivers that enjoy 
coming into work every day!

Belletetes is a 5th generation, family-owned building materials supply 
company that has been in business for over 125 years. Are you looking 
to join a company that treats their employees like family? We believe 
our employees are our biggest asset!

When you join our team, you will be working in a family-friendly 
atmosphere where career growth is important, and we try to promote 
from within. We offer an industry leading benefits package that 
includes competitive wages, health insurance, life insurance, paid 
vacation, paid time-off, paid holidays, paid bereavement leave, profit 
sharing, 401k and store discounts.

You may apply in person or download a driver application 
from our website.  All applications should be submitted to:  

NON-CDL DELIVERY DRIVER

18 Weirs Rd. Gilford      (603) 293-0841      PatricksPub.com 

Weekdays Open @ 4pm
Weekends Open @ Noon

Closed Tuesdays

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHTS 

6PM  9PM

MONDAY 
NIGHTS
6PM  8PM

LIVE MUSIC!LIVE MUSIC!
286-8182

www.porterpaving.com

Paving & Resurfacing • Driveways & Parking Lots
Specializing in Residential and Commercial Paving

Owner Installs Every Job

Serving all of New Hampshire for 50 years.

Although no longer no longer mandatory,Although no longer no longer mandatory,
it’s still important to have yourit’s still important to have your

Sanborn Auto Repair
HOME OF SPARKY AND BUSTER
TUNE-UPS – EXHAUST – BRAKES

ROAD SERVICE – STATE INSPECTION

316 COURT ST. PHONE
LACONIA, N.H. (603) 524-9798

CA

R INSPECTEDCA

R INSPECTED

TAKETAKE
CARECARE
OF YOUROF YOUR
       CAR!       CAR!

We Solve Problems!

2026

ASPHALT      METAL      WOOD

603-766-3377 • 603ROOFERS.COM
H I R E  A  P R O F E S S I O N A L  W H O  I S  C E R T I F I E D  &  F U L LY  I N S U R E D

COMPLETE
ROOFING SOLUTIONS

THE BEST
PROUD TO BE

OF THE

LAKES REGION
2 Years In A Row!

salmonpress.com

Belknap House to host 
annual golf tournament 
to raise funds that help 
provide safe shelter for 

homeless families

salmonpress.com



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

BELMONT — Veter-
an Belmont soccer coach 
Mike Foley knows his team 
has the ability to play with 
anyone in Division III, it’s 

just a matter of what team 
shows up when the whistle 
blows.

“The team goal is to 
make a deep run into the 
playoffs and build chemis-
try as we go,” Foley said. 

“We just need to get a 
few guys up to speed and 
healthy.”

The Raiders return a 
lineup that features plenty 
of experience from a year 
ago, including some guys 

who have won champi-
onships on other Belmont 
teams over the last couple 
of years and can bring that 
winning attitude to the ta-
ble.

Returning seniors on 
the roster include forward 
Kyle Waldron, midfielder 
and forward Brody Ennis, 
midfielder Wyatt Bamford, 
defenders Niko Smith and 
Deryk Matthews and goal-
tender Ryan Monasky. For 
juniors, Aaryn Durand re-
turns in the midfield and 
Brennen Geoffrey returns 
on the defensive side of 
things while David Ma-
honey will split time in 
both spot. The sophomores 

returning to the pitch for 
Foley in his 27th season at 
the helm are Sam Binder 
on defense and Bronson 
Glines and Evan Martinez 
at midfield and forward.

The Raiders will also 
add some talent to the mix 
in the form of sophomore 
defender and midfielders 
Dane Smith and Devlin 
McPherson and freshman 
defender and midfielder 
Zayn Morris and defender 
Sebastian Vaughan.

Belmont will play a 
schedule that includes two 
games each with rivals 
Winnisquam and Gilford 
and will play single games 
against Trinity, Somer-

sworth, Inter-Lakes, Ray-
mond, Conant, Berlin, 
White Mountains, Stevens, 
Laconia, Derryfield, Hills-
boro-Deering and Pelham.

The season kicked off 
in Gilford on Aug. 27 (see 
separate story) and contin-
ued after deadline Tuesday 
against Trinity. The Raid-
ers will be at Conant on 
Friday, Sept. 4, and at La-
conia on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
both at 4 p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.
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BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

CANTERBURY — 
The Belmont golf team 
made its presence known 
in the first match in Divi-
sion III play on Wednes-
day, Aug. 26.

The Raiders, playing on 
their home course at Can-
terbury Woods, finished 
with 84 points on the day 
to best the four-school 
field. Derryfield finished 
in second with 79 points, 
Gilford was third with 69 
points and Hillsboro-Deer-
ing rounded out the scoring 
with 46 points.

Coach John Mattes not-
ed that it was the first time 

since the program’s restart 
three years ago that the 
Raiders had four golfers 
score 20 points or more in 
a single match.

Senior Max Ryder 
shared medalist honors 
with 22 points on the day 
from the second spot in 
the Belmont lineup. Ben 
Girard in the fifth spot 
and Jordan DeFrancesco 
in the fourth spot both fin-
ished with 21 points and 
Alex Rowley rounded out 
the scoring with 20 points 
from the top spot in the 
lineup.

Jacob Akerstrom in the 
third spot and Jasper Sot-
tak in the sixth spot both 

finished with 15 points and 
Jack Mitchell finished with 
four points from the sev-
enth spot in the lineup.

Mattes offered up his 
thanks to Laura Margeson 
and Kerri Mull for putting 
together food for the teams 
following the match.

The Raiders were back 
at it after deadline Monday 
at Claremont and will be at 
Campbell’s Scottish High-
lands on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
for a 3 p.m. match.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

LACONIA — The New 
England Wolves are set to 
begin the 2026-27 season 
with their first Junior prac-
tices on Sept. 7, and Youth 
team practices on Sept. 
8. All practices are at the 
Merrill Fay Arena in Laco-
nia. The Wolves will finish 
their first week of training 
with all teams on the ice 
for their annual Opening 
Weekend event on Sunday, 
Sept. 13, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at home in Laconia. Food 
trucks, refreshments, draw-
ings and prizes, equipment 
and apparel orders all will 
be available on Sept. 13.

The Youth program is 
becoming the fastest grow-
ing program in the state of 
New Hampshire with over 
140 athletes participating 
from 8U to 18U in 2026-
27. Combined with the 
more than 50 athletes in 
the Wolves Junior program 
(NCDC and USPHL Pre-
mier) and the anticipated 
50+ signups coming up for 
their annual Mischa’s Lit-

tle Stars learn to play pro-
gram, the Wolves are con-
sistently seeing growth and 
opportunities for hockey 
playing players and fami-
lies in the Lakes Region.

The Junior Program left 
the Tier III Eastern Hock-
ey League last season in 
favor of the Tier II NCDC 
and Tier III USPHL Pre-
mier. This move elevat-
ed the Wolves program 
to be in competition with 
some of the top programs 
in the nation. Their US-
PHL Premier team returns 
standouts from last year 
in Anrijs Krumins, Shel-
don Maoirano and Adam 
Hirs. The NCDC team is 
strongly poised for success 
as well, with Cam Plumb, 
Charles-Etienne Roy, Madi 
Zhaparov and Felipe Mi-
guel- Miron all returning. 
The team is coached by 
Boston College alumnus 
and 2008 National Cham-
pion Tim Kunes. Fans in 
the Lakes Region will see 
a new, higher level of Ju-

nior hockey through the 
NCDC, which they hav-
en’t seen before, with great 
programs such as the Bos-
ton Jr Bruins, South Shore 
Kings, Jersey Hitmen, and 
PAL Jr Islanders all taking 
on the Wolves.

The Junior team will 
play its first official games 
on Sept. 25 and will be 
accepting food donations 
for the Salvation Army all 
weekend in lieu of the gate 
fee. Special games are set 
for later in the year with 
their annual NH Humane 
Society supply drive, and 
Food Drive to benefit the 
Lakes Region Vineyard 
Church. The Annual JBT 
Game is set for Jan. 9 as 
the Wolves host the Boston 
Jr Bruins.

The aforementioned 
Mischa’s Little Stars pro-
gram began taking reg-
istrations on the Wolves 
official website on Sept. 1 
(www.ne-wolveshockey.
com). This program is free 
to all skaters and comes 
with a free jersey and of-
tentimes free equipment 
is available through the 
Wolves equipment swap. 
Coaching this program is 
John McKenzie and An-
drew Trimble. Reach out to 
these individuals to get in-
volved, sign up, or acquire 
gear at scoringconcepts@
gmail.com.

Stop by the Merrill 
Fay Arena or follow the 
Wolves on social media for 
more info.

Raiders bring back wealth 
of experience to the pitch

Raider golfers sweep 
opening match

New England Wolves 
kicking off a new 
season of hockey

HUNDREDS OF COLLISIONS



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

TILTON — New coach 
Jeff Whitmore welcomes a 
solid stable of runners as 
he takes over the Winnis-
quam cross country team 
this fall. 

“Having trained with a 

handful of these stu-
dent-athletes for five years, 
I’ve seen tremendous per-
sonal growth and athletic 
development,” Whitmore 
said. “I’m looking forward 
to a season of continuous 
improvement and building 
a lasting love for running 

that will flourish long into 
adulthood.”

The boys’ team is the 
larger group and is a high-
ly competitive squad of 16 
runners, with only two of 
them in the senior class. 
Whitmore notes that se-
niors Luke Larrabee and 

Chris Collins have been 
great teammates over the 
years going all the way 
back to their middle school 
days. 

As the Bears kick off 
the season, Whitmore 
expects that the top sev-
en will consist of Cullen 
Desrochers, Lazar Arbuti-
na, Ryan Courtney, Carter 
Lloyd, Owen Bakis, Lucas 
Durphey and Kyren Whit-
more.

“But with nine runners 
pushing them hard at prac-
tice, this lineup will surely 
evolve throughout the sea-
son,” Whitmore noted.

On the girls’ side of 
things, the Bears will 

have four seniors running 
in Katherine Allen, Ari-
ana Maxwell, Penelope 
McSweeney and Natalie 
Wolfe.

“Nearly two weeks into 
training, the team is clearly 
pushing hard toward their 
personal goals and looking 
forward to our first meet,” 
Whitmore said. 

In addition to the group 
of seniors that have been 
working together for a few 
years, the team will wel-
come Clara Sancho Yague, 
an exchange student from 
Spain.

And early on, returning 
sophomore Eloise Abbott 
appears poised to lead the 

squad on the course with 
Allen not far behind her.

The Bears will run in 
races at Newfound, Merri-
mack Valley, Monadnock, 
Newport, Mascoma, Moul-
tonborough, Manchester, 
Hillsboro-Deering and 
Newport.

The season officially 
kicks off on Saturday, Sept. 
5, at Newfound at 10 a.m. 
and continues at Newport 
on Tuesday, Sept. 8, at 4 
p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

Thursday, Sept. 3
BELMONT
Volleyball at St. Thomas; 5:45
WINNISQUAM
Field Hockey vs. Derryfield; 4
Volleyball at Conant; 6
Friday, Sept. 4
BELMONT
Boys’ Soccer at Conant; 4
Girls’ Soccer vs. Conant; 4
GILFORD
Boys’ Soccer vs. Somersworth; 4
Field Hockey at Mascenic; 4
Football at Stevens; 7
Girls’ Soccer at Somersworth; 4
Volleyball at Pelham; 6
WINNISQUAM
Boys’ Soccer at Laconia; 4
Saturday, Sept. 5
GILFORD
Cross Country at Oyster River; 10
WINNISQUAM
Cross Country at Newfound; 10
Football at Sanborn; 1
Tuesday, Sept. 8

BELMONT
Boys’ Soccer at Laconia; 4
Girls’ Soccer vs. Laconia; 4
Golf at Campbell’s Scottish Highlands; 

3
Volleyball at Kearsarge; 5:15
GILFORD
Boys’ Soccer vs. Prospect Mountain; 4
Girls’ Soccer vs. Prospect Mountain; 4
Golf at Passaconaway CC; 3:30
WINNISQUAM
Field Hockey vs. Newport; 4
Wednesday, Sept. 9
BELMONT
Golf at Apple Hill Golf Course; 3:30
Volleyball vs. Mascenic; 6:15
GILFORD
Field Hockey at Sanborn; 4
Golf at Apple Hill; 3:30
Volleyball vs. John Stark; 5:45
WINNISQUAM
Field Hockey vs. Pelham; 4
Volleyball vs. Mascoma; 6

All schedules are subject to change.
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Raider girls can’t keep up with 
Gilford attack

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

GILFORD — The Gil-
ford girls’ soccer team used 
a strong showing from se-
nior Macy Sawyer and a 
solid team defensive effort 
to cruise past rival Belmont 
by a 7-1 score in the season 
opener for both teams on 
Thursday, Aug. 27.

Sawyer had an ear-
ly cross into the box that 
Belmont’s Ella Stevens 
cleared out and the Gold-
en Eagles sent a shot wide 
of the net. Mia Macaione 
made a run in for the Gold-
en Eagles but Belmont’s 
Josephine Shoemaker was 
able to turn her away. Bel-
mont goalie Jaime Walker 
snared a bid from Ma-
caione and Sawyer sent a 
shot wide. Walker stopped 
a bid from Aubrey Vliet 

and Devyn VonKadich was 
able to clear the ball out for 
the Raider defense.

The Golden Eagles got 
on the board with 32:52 
to go in the first half with 
Sawyer finishing off a feed 
from Nora Martinez Ber-
mejo for the 1-0 lead. Ma-
caione had another bid de-
nied by walker and Avery 
Thurber had a nice defen-
sive stop on a Sawyer bid.

The host Gilford girls 
upped the lead to 2-0 with 
28:04 to go in the first 
half with Sawyer pick-
ing up her second goal of 
the game and Macaione 
came back with a chance 
that went wide of the net. 
Shoemaker cleared a Gil-
ford corner kick from the 
box and Penny Lewis had 
a bid stopped by Walker. 
VonKadich cleared another 

Gilford chance while Ma-
caione headed a Sawyer 
cross over the top of the 
net. Sawyer had anoth-
er bid denied by Walker 
and the Belmont defense 
cleared away the rebound.

Walker stopped anoth-
er Sawyer chance and the 
Golden Eagles had anoth-
er shot go off the crossbar 
while Emma Sylvestre got 
a crossing pass from Saw-
yer that Walker stopped. 
Vliet had another chance 
go wide and Macaione had 
a bid denied by a charging 
Walker. 

With 17:02 to go in the 
first half, Vliet added a 
third goal with a long shot 
that went just over Walker’s 
outstretched hands for the 
3-0 lead. Penny Flanders 
had a bid denied by Walker 
and Gilford had a pair of 

corner kicks, with Brooke 
Varnum clearing one out 
of the box and Walker sav-
ing another bid from Mahi 
Patel. VonKadich cleared 
a Sawyer cross, Thurber 
had a nice defensive stop 
on a Martinez Bermejo bid 
and Stevens made another 
good defensive stop as the 
first half came to a close 
with Gilford up 3-0.

The Golden Eagles had 
an early corner that was 
cleared out by Sarah Crib-
bie and VonKadich and 
Walker stopped a Sawyer 
bid. Gilford upped the lead 
to 4-0 with 33:30 to go, as 
Sawyer sent a shot off the 
goalie and the crossbar and 
Flanders was able to put 
the ball in the net for the 
fourth goal.

Sawyer scored two 
more goals within in a 

minute of each other just 
more than 10 minutes into 
the second half, upping the 
lead to 6-0. Walker made a 
nice grab on a chance from 
Macaione and stopped an-
other bid from Vliet. Daya 
Sottak made a run in for 
the Raiders and Walker 
stopped another Sawyer 
bid and a chance from Syl-
vestre. Gilford had a trio 
of corners but could not 
convert and Sylvestre had 
another bid stopped by 
Walker.

Gilford upped the lead 
to 7-0 with 16:29 to go in 
the game with Martinez 
Bermejo getting the goal 
on an assist from Sylvestre. 
Nora Scott had a couple of 
chances for the Golden Ea-
gles that Walker stopped 
and Flanders also had a 
chance denied by the Bel-

mont goalie.
The Raiders got the fi-

nal goal of the game with 
9:15 to go, with Sottak col-
lecting the tally for the 7-1 
final score

The Raiders are slated 
to be in action on Friday, 
Sept. 4, at home against 
Conant and Tuesday, Sept. 
8, at home against Laconia, 
both at 4 p.m.

The Golden Eagles will 
be in action on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8, at home against 
Prospect Mountain at 4 
p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

Joshua Spaulding

Belmont’s Devyn VonKadich and Gilford’s Nora Scott battle along the baseline in 
season opening action last week.

Daylan Henry bodies the ball down during her team’s season opener at Gilford 
last Thursday afternoon.

HIGH SCHOOL SLATE

Seasoned Bear runners poised for strong season

Courtesy

Come and celebrate Labor Day Weekend Gunstock Craft Fair, Sept 5 & 6, 
at Gunstock Mountain Resort in Gilford! Hours are Saturday and Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days! Buy American made arts & crafts!  There will 
be several demos including rug loom demos, chainsaw demos, and pottery 
demos.   There will be more than 115 awesome exhibitors, including many 
different media such as handsome inlaid furniture, amazing beautiful resin art, 
fabulous metal animation and signage, amazing chainsaw wood carvings, cus-
tom leather belts & beautiful totes/pocketbooks, gourmet oils & vinegars, NH 
maple syrups, hand poured soaps, soy candles, several jewelry styles, quilts 
and quilted wall-hangings, pottery, handcrafted textiles, charcuterie boards, 
children›s chalkboard mats, custom signs, amazing baked goods, and lots 
more! Live music with North River both days! Rain or shine under canopies! 
Free admission & free parking! Friendly, leashed dogs are welcome! More Info 
Call Joyce (603) 387.1510 GPS Address: 719 Cherry Valley Rd., Gilford. See 
you there! More information at joycescraftshows.com.

Do we have your 
attention? 

Print Advertising is a  
very powerful medium and can  

deliver strongly for you business.  
Consumer immersion in trusted content has 

a massive impact on awareness, trust, and effectiveness
of its associated advertising. Media attention scores as 

applied to regular consumers of each medium, with print 
newspapers topping the table with a score of 80%, followed by 
regional print newspapers (76%).  www.SalmonPress.com



of the net.
Gilford got on the board 

in the final five minutes 
with Wolpin tipping the 
ball past Monasky for the 
1-0 lead and then White 
added the second goal just 
a couple of minutes later 
and Gilford held tight for 
the 2-0 win.

Gilford is slated to be 
in action on Friday, Sept. 

4, at home against Somer-
sworth and Tuesday, Sept. 
8, at home against Prospect 
Mountain, both at 4 p.m.

Belmont is scheduled 
to be in action on Friday, 
Sept. 4, at Conant and 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, at Laco-
nia, both at 4 p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.
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mission voted to partner 
with Sheer McCrystal Pal-
son Architecture (SMP) for 
Design and Engineering 
services.

Since its founding in 
1983, SMP Architecture 
has focused on municipal 
and non-profit projects that 
support and enhance New 
Hampshires communities. 
We team with our clients in 
the design of high-perfor-
mance buildings for emer-
gency services, public li-
braries and adaptive re-use 
of our aging buildings and 
are excited to bring our ex-

pertise to the Tilton-North-
field Fire Department.

On Aug. 17, the Fire 
Commission voted to part-
ner with Bonnette, Page 
& Stone Corp. (BPS) for 
Construction Management 
Services. Bonnette, Page & 
Stone Corp., based in La-
conia since 1969, has been 
selected as Construction 
Manager for the proposed 
new fire facilities. BPS has 
a deep history of managing 
and constructing municipal 
facilities throughout the 
state of New Hampshire. 
Their team is excited to 
be on board and looking 
forward to compiling esti-
mates, schedules, and safe-

ty plans ahead of the
Spring 2027 District 

vote.
The District has been 

busy working with both 
firms on designing a new 
headquarters facility to re-
place our current station on 
Center Street, which is ap-
proximately 160 years old. 
A smaller addition is also 
planned adjacent to our 
current substation on Park 
Street. We look forward to 
sharing the designs with 
the community.

The District will be 
hosting two public infor-
mation sessions to share 
the initial schematic de-
signs with the community 

and give our citizens an op-
portunity to ask questions, 
provide input, and tour 
the current facilities. Both 
SMP and BPS along with 
the Fire Commission and 
Fire Department leadership 
will be at both information 
sessions.

• The first session will 
take place at the Center 
Street Fire Station, 12 Cen-
ter St., Tilton, at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29

• The second session 
will take place at the Park 
Street Fire Station, 149 
Park St., Northfield, at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 7

The District will be 

providing regular updates 
through our website and 
social media, as well as 
hosting additional sessions 
in the future as the plan-
ning progresses. Please 
look for communications 
and advertisements re-
garding these sessions and 
other opportunities to learn 
about the project. If you 
cannot make the sessions, 
I encourage you to reach 
out for a tour of one or both 
of our stations. I can be 
reached by email or phone 
at the Center Steet Station.

svalovanie@tnfdnh.gov 
(603) 286-4781.

We would like to thank 
our community for its con-

tinued support over the 
years. This project is the 
culmination of years of 
planning, input, and hard 
work by the Fire Commis-
sion, Building Committees, 
Firefighters, and most im-
portantly members of the 
community. Input received 
through surveys, public 
information sessions, and 
countless conversations 
with residents has helped 
shape this project, and we 
look forward to continuing 
that process as we move 
toward the March 15, 2027 
District Meeting.

Alpine Lakes Real Estate: www.alpinelakes.com

Badger Peabody & Smith Realty: www.peabodysmith.com 

Bean Group: www.beangroup.com

Century 21 Country Lakes Realty: www.countrylakesrealty.com

Century 21 Twin Rivers Ralty: www.nhreal21.com

Coldwell Banker: www.cboldmill.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
www.newenglandmoves.com

ERA Masiello: www.masiello.com

Exit Lakeside Realty Group: www.exitlakeside.com

Granite Group Realty Services: 
www.granitegrouprealtyservices.com

Gowen Realty: www.gowenrealty.com

Kressy Real Estate: www.kressy.com

Lakes Region Realty: www.lakesregionrealestate.com

Lamprey & Lamprey Realtors: www.lampreyandlamprey.com

Maxfield Real Estate: www.maxfieldrealestate.com

McLane Realty: www.mclanerealtyplymouth.com 

Mountain Country Realty: www.mountaincountryrealestate.com

Nash Realty: www.nashrealty.com

New Hampshire Colonials Real Estate: www.squamlake.com

Noseworthy Real Estate: www.noseworthyrealestate.com

Old Mill Properties: www.oldmillprops.com

Pine Shores Real Estate: www.pineshoresllc.com

Preferred Vacation Rentals: www.preferredrentals.com

 Remax Bayside: www.baysidenh.net

Roche Realty: www.rocherealty.com

Strawberry Lane Real Estate: www.strawberrylane.com 

Town & Forest Realty: www.townandforest.com

Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

1 and 2 Bedroom Garden Style  
Family Apartments

Wakefield Acres Apartments
Family, Elderly and Disabled Housing

On-Site Laundry
24 Hour Maintenance

Federally subsidized - must meet income guidelines
Please Contact Foxfire Property Management
for an application at: 603-228-2151 ext. 302; 

(TDD) 800-545-1833 ext. 102
www.foxfirenh.com

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Rt. 3, Tilton NH, exit 20 on Rt. I-93 across from Lakes Region Factory Mall

WE HAVE DELIVERED OVER 10,000 HOMES TO SATISFIED CUSTOMERS. CAN WE DELIVER ONE TO YOU?

ALWAYS DAILY SATURDAYS SUNDAYSOPEN 10 TO 6 & 10 TO 5•

Camelot Home CenterCamelot Home Center

NEW 14' WIDES

68' 2 Bed, 2 Bath

�������������������

��������
66' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������
�������������������

Visit Our Website: WWW.CM-H.COMWWW.CM-H.COM

MODULARS

2 Bed, 1 Bath
1,568sq ft. 2 story.

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath.

���������
���������

DOUBLE WIDES

56' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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���������
48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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Homes From ,

, &

COLONY

MARLETTE NEW ERA TITAN48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������������������

���������

285 Daniel Webster Highway

(603) 677-7007

www.MeredithLanding.com

MEREDITH: New Land Listing!
Previously part of the Wicwas Lodge Property, this 1.02 
acre lot is close to Rt 104 for easy commuting. Perfect for 
outdoor enthusiasts with nearby access to Lake Wicwas, 
hiking, and boating. Perc test results available.
$169,000  (5106423)

MEREDITH: New Land Listing!
New 1.44 acre lot located across the street from Lake Wicwas, 
4 miles from downtown Meredith, and close to Childs Park, 
Pickering Pond, the Hamlin Town Forest, and Wicwas boat 
launch. Perc test results available.
$169,000  (5106428)

MLS# 5101751 MLS# 5101751 
Gilford: Set on a half-acre in a 
quiet neighborhood between 
Gunstock Mountain Resort and 
Lake Winnipesaukee, this wooded 
lot features public water and sewer 
available at the street. 

Sugar Hill: Surrounded by mature 
woods on 5 acres, this custom 
2-bedroom home features a great 
room with cathedral ceilings, a 
soapstone woodstove, and a 
primary suite with a cedar sauna 
and screened porch.

Laconia: Located near Lake 
Opechee with private beach and 
dock access, this 4-bedroom home 
features a main-level primary suite, 
a soaring living room with a gas 
fireplace, and a full walkout in-law 
suite.

Meredith: Panoramic Lake 
Winnipesaukee views, a main-
level executive office, a dedicated 
primary retreat, and a lower-level 
recreation room. Resort-style 
amenities include a saltwater pool, 
a heated driveway, an attached 
3-car garage, and a detached 2-car 
garage.

$899,000$899,000

MLS# 5100398  MLS# 5100398  

$119,000$119,000

11,000 Success Stories Strong. Start Yours Today!
When it comes to the New Hampshire market, experience is the difference. Roche Realty Group 
has closed over 11,000 transactions and $3.4 Billion in sales earning the title of "#1 BEST Real 

Estate Company in NH's Lakes Region" six years in a row

Search New Hampshire properties at www.rocherealty.com

* Statistics obtained from PrimeMLS since 1997 for all 
real estate firms reporting sales in the entire state of NH 

during that time.

MLS# 5106351MLS# 5106351

$1,500,000$1,500,000

MLS#  5101320MLS#  5101320

Find us @rocherealty

$648,000$648,000

97 Daniel Webster Highway
Meredith, New Hampshire 

Call us at:
(603) 279-7046

Belmont Village Apts, 
Belmont, NH

AVAILABLE SOON!
Now accepting Applications:

Subsidized two bedroom 
town house style apartment.

POn-site laundry
Pparking
P24-hr maintenance
Pclose to center of town
PNo Pets
P NO SMOKING.

Must meet income
limit guidelines;

rent starting at $$11,,221100..0000,,
plus utilities;

security deposit required. 
Download application at 

https://www.sterling-manage 
ment.net

or call office at 603 267 6787

SESSIONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

OPENER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Derik Matthews turns the ball up the field during season opening action against Gil-
ford last week.salmonpress.com
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LACONIA — More 
than 150 handcrafted quilts 
will be on display when 
the Belknap Mill Quilters 
Guild presents its 49th 
Annual Harvest of Quilts 
Show on Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 19-20, at 
Lakes Region Community 
College.

The annual event, one 
of the Lakes Region’s pre-
mier quilting showcases, 

will be held at LRCC, 379 
Belmont Road, Laconia. 
Show hours are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 
19, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, Sept. 20.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to view more 
than 150 quilts created by 
guild members while also 
enjoying vendors, hand-
made gifts, quilting sup-
plies and prize drawings 

throughout the weekend
One of the highlights 

of the show is the popular 
vote competition, where 
attendees determine the 
winning quilts. Voting 
closes at 5 p.m. on Sat-
urday, with winners an-
nounced following the 
close of balloting.

In addition to the quilt 
exhibition, guests can 
browse the Attic Corner, 

featuring gently used quilt-
ing supplies, and Quilted 
Treasures, offering hand-
made gifts crafted by guild 
members. Multiple door 
prizes will also be awarded 
during the event.

The celebration extends 
beyond the college cam-
pus through the Mysteri-
ous Quilt Journey, which 
features quilts displayed 
in dozens of downtown 

Laconia businesses from 
Sept. 11 through Sept. 20. 
The community-wide ex-
hibit encourages visitors to 
explore local shops while 
enjoying a variety of quilt 
designs throughout down-
town.

The guild will also raf-
fle its 2026 quilt, “Moun-
tain View,” a 70-inch by 
84-inch quilt featuring a 
pattern designed by Edyta 
Sitar for Laundry Basket 

Quilts. Raffle tickets are 
$1 each or six for $5, and 
participants do not need to 
be present to win.

Admission to the Har-
vest of Quilts Show is $10 
for adults. Children young-
er than 12 are admitted 
free with a paid adult ad-
mission.

For more information, 
contact the Belknap Mill 
Quilters Guild at info@
bmqg.org.

LACONIA — The Co-
lonial Theatre of Laconia 
will present The Michael 
Jackson HIStory Show 
on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets to the 
show are on sale now at 10 
a.m. at ColonialLaconia.
com or by calling 1-800-
657-8774.

 Showtime presents this 
spectacular music tribute 
and full-scale stage pro-
duction honoring the one 
and only King of Pop, Mi-
chael Jackson. 

 Celebrate Jackson’s 
creative genius and unsur-
passed talent with riveting 
live performances cov-
ering his early days as a 
member of the Jackson 5, 
his groundbreaking theat-
rics in the 80s and his con-
tinued domination of Pop 
culture into the 21st cen-
tury. 

 See the famous music 
videos come to life, and 
hear all the hits performed 
live, including Thriller, 
Billie Jean, Smooth Crim-
inal, Bad, Beat It, ABC, 
Don’t Stop Til You Get 
Enough, Human Nature, 
PYT, They Don’t Really 
Care About Us and many 
more.  

Garth Field is elec-
trifying in his role as 
Jackson, accompanied 
by a live band, choreo-
graphed dancers, authen-
tic costumes, state-of-the-
art sound and theatrical 
lighting, vision and effects.  

 Truly a mind-blowing 
stage production – book 
now to secure your seats 
close to the action! 

 *This is a tribute show, 
and is not associated with 
the Estate of Michael Jack-
son. 

The original owner of 
the Colonial Theatre, Ben-
jamin Piscopo, was from 
Italy, and the theatre fea-
tured a fire curtain depict-
ing Venice as seen from the 
water.  In August of 2002, 
the theatre closed after 
87 years of operation. On 
June 15, 2015, the City of 
Laconia announced a part-
nership with the Belknap 
Economic Development 
Council (BEDC) to pur-
chase, renovate, and reopen 

the Colonial. The newly 
reopened Colonial Theatre 
has a seating capacity of 
750 and plays host to var-
ious performances, includ-
ing music, theatre, comedy, 
and civic events. Spectacle 
Management manages the 
Colonial Theatre and is 
home to the Powerhouse 
Theatre Collaborative. The 
Colonial Theatre is located 
at 609 Main St., Laconia, 
03246. www.coloniallaco-
nia.com

 Founded in 2012, Spec-
tacle Live offers venue 
operations, booking, pro-
gramming, marketing, and 

production services across 
New England from offices 
in Lexington, Mass., Low-
ell, Mass., and Laconia, 
New Hampshire. The com-
pany partners with over a 
dozen venues to manage 
facilities and promote a 
variety of events, including 
concerts, comedy, theater, 
and family entertainment. 
For more information, con-
tact Pete Lally at plally@
spectaclelive.com  or 617-
531-1257. www.spectacle-
live.com
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 Loon Mountain Resort
Are you ready for a new career?
We offer a great work environment, unique 

benefits, and generous discounts.
The only thing that would make it better — is you!

Winter Positions Available, 
Full-Time and Part-Time:

• Full Time Seasonal Patrollers
• Ski/Ride Instructors
• Rental Shop Technicians 
• Parking Attendants
• Custodians

Apply Online at www.loonmtn.com/jobs 
FREE Seasonal Pass and competitive wages!

Equal Opportunity Employer

`

 Loon Mountain Resort
Are you ready for a new career?
We offer a great work environment, unique 

benefits, and generous discounts.
The only thing that would make it better — is you!

Winter Positions Available, 
Full-Time and Part-Time:

• Snowmaking Foreman - FYR
• Snowmakers
• Snowmaking Plant Operator

Apply Online at www.loonmtn.com/jobs
FREE Seasonal Pass and competitive wages!

Equal Opportunity Employer

FRIENDLY &
RELIABLE

NIGHT
CASHIERS

needed at the
Following Location:

Bosco Bell
on Route 28
Barnstead

Please apply in person.

Advisory Budget Committee
The Shaker Regional School District is seeking 
community members to serve on the Advisory 
Budget Committee. The board will select 3 members 
from Belmont and 3 members from Canterbury 
to serve on this committee at its September 
25, 2026 board meeting. All members must be 
registered voters for the town in which they are 
serving. Please visit www.sau80.org to review 
the charge of this committee. Please submit a let-
ter of interest to Debbie Thompson, Business Ad-
ministrator at dthompson@sau80.org or Shaker 
Regional School District, 58 School Street, Bel-
mont, NH 03220 no later than September 20, 
2026. Please contact Ms. Thompson at 267-9223 
ext. 5303 with any questions.

Help Wanted
For Advertising 

Information
Call 

603-279-4516
email: Tracy@
salmonpress.

news
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BY MARTHA SWATS

Owner/Administrator

Comfort Keepers

The importance of early 
detection

It should come as no 
surprise that the world of 
Alzheimer’s research and 
awareness is as big as it cur-
rently is. Millions across 
the nation and around the 
world have been affect-
ed by the disease in some 
form, whether in dealing 
with their own diagnosis or 
that of a loved one. When 
it comes to Alzheimer’s 
awareness, one of the most 
vital components is edu-
cation, not only on what 
Alzheimer’s is, but what 
research is being done to 
find a cure. Early detec-
tion, one of the aspects of 
Alzheimer’s education that 
was once less emphasized, 
is now receiving more at-
tention. That’s because 
further research and testing 
is being conducted on how 

the brain starts to change 
years before severe symp-
toms occur in Alzheimer’s 
patients.

As a result of this re-
search, organizations are 
aiming to increase the 
number of people who are 
aware of their diagnosis. 
An Alzheimer’s diagnosis 
is extraordinarily difficult 
for everyone involved, but 
identifying it sooner rather 
than later can often make a 
significant impact on qual-
ity of life. Early detection 
not only allows for the 
possibility of participat-
ing in clinical trials, but it 
also provides patients and 
families the chance to plan 
for what’s to come and to 
find the appropriate level 
of care. 

Early signs/symp-
toms of Alzheimer’s 
Below are some of the 
common early symptoms 
and signs of Alzheimer’s 
that senior clients and 

family caregivers can be 
on the lookout for. If cli-
ents or family caregivers 
notice any of these signs, 
they should immediately 
schedule a physician ap-
pointment.

Forgetting recently 
learned information, im-
portant dates/events, or 
repeatedly asking for the 
same information 

Expressing worry or 
concern about memory ca-
pabilities

Trouble managing fi-
nances or solving problems

Reluctance to plan for 
future events, especially 
for those who typically 
volunteer their time to plan

Becoming lost while 
driving, especially on fa-
miliar roads

Disengaging from 
work, favorite pastimes/
hobbies, or social events

Increased change in 
mood and personality

Poor judgement or deci-
sion making 

Difficulty following 
or joining a conversation, 
struggling with vocabulary, 
and using the wrong words 
for everyday things

Inability to judge dis-
tance/space and understand 
visual images 

Easily – and frequently 
– losing track of time

Sleep problems (falling 
or staying asleep)

Misplacing items and 
lacking the ability to re-
trace steps to find them

Increased anxiety or 
feelings of depression

Difficulty completing 
familiar tasks at home

Comfort Keepers® can 
help

At Comfort Keepers®, 
our professional care team 
is trained to identify chang-
es in client behavior and 
report them to the family. 
For those suffering from 

Alzheimer’s or dementia, 
our caregivers can help 
them remain safe and com-
fortable at home, while 
providing everything from 
laundry and housekeeping 
to meal preparation and 
transportation. Learn more 
about how we can help 
seniors and other adult 
clients by contacting your 
local Comfort Keepers lo-
cation today. 

About Comfort Keepers
Comfort Keepers is a 

trusted provider of medical 
and non-medical in-home 
care, helping seniors and 
adults live safely, inde-
pendently, and with dig-
nity. Our comprehensive 
services include compan-
ionship, transportation, 
housekeeping, meal prepa-
ration, personal care, mo-
bility assistance, private 
duty nursing, Live in and 
24/7 caregiving. We also 
offer Comfort360™ Alert, 
part of our innovative 

Comfort360™ suite, deliv-
ering 24/7 response, pro-
active support, and added 
peace of mind for clients 
and families. Proudly serv-
ing New Hampshire since 
2005, Comfort Keepers 
is committed to elevating 
the human spirit through 
compassionate, personal-
ized care. To learn more, 
call 603-536-6060 or visit 
NHComfortKeepers.com.

References:
Harvard Health Pub-

lishing – Harvard Medical 
School. “Looking for ear-
ly signs of Alzheimer’s.” 
Web. 2017.

Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation. “10 Early Signs 
and Symptoms of Alzhei-
mer’s.” Web. 2018.

Reader’s Digest. “10 
Early Signs of Alzhei-
mer’s Every Adult Should 
Know” by Lauren Gelman. 
Web. 2018

Identifying the Early Signs/
Symptoms of Alzheimer’s

Belknap Mill Quilters Guild to host 49th 
Annual Harvest of Quilts Show in Laconia

HIStory Show brings the music of 
Michael Jackson to The Colonial
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Celebrate an Irish Christmas at the Colonial

ASHLAND - Yard Customer Service

Competitive Wages
Health Insurance

Paid Holidays Paid Time OffPaid Vacation
Profit Sharing                Store Discounts 401k

Dan Uhlman, General Manager
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com.
E.O.E.

We have full-time and part-time lumberyard customer service 
positions open in our Ashland location. Duties include assisting 
customers and contractors locate and load materials, help 
receive incoming shipments and pick loads for delivery trucks.  
Prior forklift experience is helpful. Heavy lifting is required 
and excellent prior work history a must.

You may apply in person or download an application from our 
website.  All applications should be submitted to:  

170 Daniel Webster Highway
Belmont, NH 03220 

603-524-2308
www.homeenergyproducts.netYour Local HVAC Experts 

for 35 Years!

Enjoy 0% 
financing for 

18 months.*

*Offer through Synchrony Financial. Balance must be paid in 18 months or interest 
will be applied. $29 account activation fee will apply.

Give Dr. Kennell a Call Today!
Dr. Alan F. Kennell

KennellOrtho.com | 524-7404 Laconia | 536-7404 Plymouth | 444-7403 Littleton

  

TouchUp!
Are your teeth out of alignment and 

need a Touch-Up?
Need a new set of Retainers?

KENNELL

As a family-owned and operated business, we take pride in providing 
compassionate, personalized care. All cremations are performed 
with dignity and respect in our own facility, Winnipesaukee River 

Crematorium, conveniently located in Northfield, NH.

CREMATIONS FROM 
$1,450*

*Price based on Complete Online Cremation package. Additional charges may apply.

Locally owned and operated by the Beane family of Wilkinson-Beane
Not affiliated with any other cremation groups. 

603.524.1425 ~ Available 24/7

Compassionately 
serving families of:

• Andover • Belmont • Boscawen • Canterbury • Frankin 
• Laconia • Northfield • Salisbury • Sanbornton • Tilton and Beyond

Model:  Pr inceton P-22

Size:  9'  x 7'

Color:  Ice White Doors & Overlays

Windows:  8 Lite Panoramic 
                   with Clear Glass

Garage Doors Supplied & Installed
From Select ion to Instal lat ion, LaVal leys Handles I t  Al l !

14 Retai l  Locations Throughout NH & V T
Visit Us Onl ine at LaVal leys.com

LACONIA — The Co-
lonial Theatre of Laconia 
will present Irish Christmas 
in America on Sunday, Dec. 
20, at 5 p.m. Tickets to the 
show are on sale now at Co-
lonialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

Celebrating its 21st 
year, popular holiday show 
“Irish Christmas in Amer-
ica” brings a fascinating 
performance of music, 
song, dance, and stories 
of seasonal  Irish tradi-
tions. Produced by Sli-

go fiddler Oisín Mac Di-
armada,   the   long-run-
n i n g   s h o w   f e a-
tures   top   I r i sh  music , 
song and dance in an en-
g a g i n g   p e r f o r m a n c e 
rich in humor and bound-
less energy.

The holiday show was 
first conceived in 2005 
with past tours featuring 
such stellar guest vocalists 
as Niamh Farrell, Séamus 
& Méabh Begley, Teresa 
Horgan, Lumiere. Mac Di-
armada enthuses about the 

program as a way to bring 
traditional and often un-
known Irish customs to the 
States. “One of the most 
heartfelt themes of Irish 
Christmas is emigration,” 
says Mac Diarmada. “Mu-
sic was a way that people 
stayed close to home.”

A   s p a r k l i n g     t r a-
d i t i o n   a m o n g     h o l i-
day events, Irish Christ-
mas in America is a special 
show to see this season. 
For more information, vis-
it irishchristmas.com. 


