
stance use disorders.
“The Bridge to Recov-

ery Walk is special because 
you can see the community 
support in every part of the 
day,” said Concord Hospi-
tal Trust Philanthropy Offi-
cer and Bridge to Recovery 
Event Coordinator Heidi 
Smith. “Raising more than 
$56,000 is an incredible re-
sult, but just as meaningful 
is seeing people come to-
gether to remind those nav-
igating mental health and 
substance use challenges 

that there is a communi-
ty behind them. We are 
tremendously grateful to 
everyone who walked, vol-
unteered, donated, or spon-
sored this year’s event.”

In addition to support-
ing programs and services 
through fundraising, the 
event gave participants an 
opportunity to connect with 
one another, community 
resources, and support or-
ganizations.

This year, that support-
ive spirit also extended 

throughout Concord Hos-
pital – Franklin. Boomer’s 
Barbecue served approxi-
mately 400 people, provid-
ing food not only to walk 
participants, staff and vol-
unteers, but also to employ-
ees, patients and visitors 
inside the hospital.

“Boomer’s generosity 
helped us extend the sense 
of community beyond the 
walk itself,” Smith said. 
“Being able to include 
patients, visitors and our 
hospital staff made the day 

feel even more inclusive 
and connected. It was a 
wonderful example of how 
our community partners 
can help make an already 
meaningful event even 
more impactful.”

Funds raised through the 
Bridge to Recovery Walk 
support year-round efforts 
to provide prevention, 
treatment, and recovery 
services for people affected 
by mental health and sub-
stance use disorders. The 
event also provides an op-
portunity to reduce stigma 
by bringing these issues 
into the open and celebrat-
ing the individuals, families 
and professionals involved 
in recovery.

The event's success was 
made possible by the gener-
osity of its walkers, donors, 
volunteers, and community 
sponsors. To view a full list 
of sponsors, visit https://
runsignup.com/Race/Spon-
sors/NH/Franklin/Bridge-
toRecoveryWalk.

“The generosity sur-
rounding this event con-
tinues to inspire us,” Smith 
added. “Every contribution 
helps strengthen resources 
for people in our communi-
ties, and every person who 
participates helps reinforce 
the message that recovery 
deserves to be supported 
and celebrated.”

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

BELMONT — The 
Belmont golf team 
kicked off the final 
week of the regular sea-
son with another solid 
performance, this time 
finishing second at Am-
herst Country Club in 
the rain on Monday, 
Sept. 28.

Coach John Mattes 
noted that the team 
pushed on through the 
win and a constant rain 
and despite the adverse 
conditions, had five 
golfers score 20 or more 
points for the first time 
ever.

Belmont finished 
with 86 points on the 

day, which put the Raid-
ers second behind Mo-

nadnock’s 88 points 
while Trinity finished 

with 76 points and host 
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Experience an evening where 
the past and the paranormal 

meet at Lane Tavern

Bridge to Recovery Walk raises more than $56,000
for mental health, substance use disorder programs

SANBORNTON — 
This spooky season, 
step through the doors 
of history and into an 
evening where the past 
and the paranormal 
meet.

On Friday, Oct. 16, 
Breakthrough Medium 
Brandie Wells invites 
guests to the histor-
ic Lane Tavern at 520 
Sanborn Rd. in San-
bornton for a unique 
Spirit Gallery & 1800s 
Spiritualism Experi-
ence. Built in 1801, the 
beautifully preserved 
tavern provides an at-
mospheric setting for an 
evening inspired by the 
fascinating Spiritualist 
movement of the 19th 
century.

The evening begins 
with an open-forum 
Spirit Gallery, where 
Brandie Wells will con-
nect with angels, spirit 
guides, and loved ones 
in spirit, sharing mes-
sages of hope, healing, 
and validation with au-
dience members.

Following a brief 
intermission featuring 
light autumn appetiz-
ers, guests will travel 

back in time to explore 
some of the tradition-
al practices associated 
with 1800s Spiritual-
ism. Participants will 
have the opportunity to 
create their own talking 
board and learn about 
pendulums and dows-
ing rods as historical 
tools used in attempts 
to communicate with 
the unseen.

Together, guests will 
explore the history and 
atmosphere of the Lane 
Tavern while experi-
encing these time-hon-
ored spiritual practices 
in a unique hands-on 
setting.

The event takes place 
Friday, Oct. 16, from 7 
to 10 p.m. at the His-
toric Lane Tavern, 520 
Sanborn Rd., Sanborn-
ton.

Guests are asked to 
arrive having eaten din-
ner. Light autumn ap-
petizers will be served 
during intermission. 
This is a sober event.

Tickets are available 
at: Brandiewells.com.

Whether you are fas-
cinated by the history 

FRANKLIN — Com-
munity members came to-
gether at Concord Hospital 
– Franklin for the annual 
Bridge to Recovery Walk, 
raising more than $56,000 
to support mental health 
and substance use disorder 
programs and services at 
Concord Hospital – Frank-
lin and Concord Hospital – 
Laconia.

The family-friendly 
event brought walkers, 
supporters, staff, and vol-
unteers together to raise 
awareness, remember 
loved ones, and demon-
strate support for individ-
uals and families affected 
by mental health and sub-

Courtesy Photo

Bridge to Recovery Walk participants prepare to start their two-mile walk on Sept. 
20. This year’s event raised more than $56,000 to support services for patients 
undergoing treatment for mental health and substance use disorders at Concord 
Hospital – Franklin and Concord Hospital – Laconia.

UUCF congregation invites community 
to Halloween Storybook Walk

Golf Raiders second in trio of matches

FRANKLIN — In Sep-
tember of 2025, members 
of the Unitarian Universal-
ist Congregation of Frank-
lin (UUCF) knew they 
wanted to complete a com-
munity project that would 
benefit others.

Congregation member 
and Franklin High School 
English teacher, Charlie 
Chapple, suggested install-
ing a Little Free Library on 
the UUCF Meetinghouse 
front lawn. This idea was 
well received by UUCF’s 

members and friends; mon-
etary donations were col-
lected to purchase the Little 
Free Library and gently 
used books were gathered. 
For the past year,  weekly 
rotated books at the Little 
Free Library at 206 Central 
St. have been finding new 
homes. And people have 
kindly donated books by 
leaving them in the Little 
Free Library for others to 
take.

This September, UUCF 
members decided to do 

another community proj-
ect, also promoting liter-
acy. UUCF members and 
friends will be installing 
a Halloween Storybook 
Walk on their Meeting-
house front lawn that will 
be displayed from Friday, 
Oct. 23 to Saturday, Oct. 
31 during daylight hours. 
We invite you to come for 
a walk and read the story-
book, “The Spooky Wheels 
on the Bus,” written by J. 
Elizabeth Mills.

On Saturday, Oct. 24, 

from 9 a.m. to noon, any 
child who goes through 
the Storybook Walk may 
pick out a gently used book 
to take home with them 
(while book supplies last). 
The rain date for this event 
will be Saturday, Oct. 31. 
The Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Franklin 
is located at 206 Central 
St. For more information, 
please call 603-934-2141 
and leave a message with 
your name and phone num-
ber.

Joshua Spaulding

Max Ryder tees off on the 
fourth hole at Canterbury 
Woods last Wednesday 
afternoon.

Joshua Spaulding

Ben Girard putts on the 
third green during action 
last Wednesday afternoon 
at Canterbury Woods.

Joshua Spaulding

Jordan DeFrancesco putts 
for Belmont on the third 
green at Canterbury 
Woods last Wednesday.

SEE MEDIUM, PAGE  A11

SEE GOLF, PAGE  A11



SANBORNTON — 
The Sanbornton Historical 
Society welcomes mem-
bers and would-be mem-
bers to our Annual Meeting 
Thursday, Oct. 8, starting at 
10:30 a.m.

We'll start with brunch, 
provided by our board 
members. 11 a.m. will be 
the Annual Meeting, in-
cluding elections for the 
2027 year. The "work" part 
over, we'll enjoy Attic Trea-
sures brought, hopefully, 
by everyone! In the past 
— an 1800s tiny-envelope 

(made it through the mail 
back then) from a would-be 
Tilton suitor to an Abbott 
family young lady. A doc-
ument found under an attic 
floorboard in one of our 
very old Sanbornton hous-
es caught attention. Hmm, 
what else? Sometimes it's 
a "what's it?" because it's 
something we no longer 
need / use. An Andover 
Historical Society visitor 
brought his collection of 
Native American finds, and 
an amazing, unbroken oil 
lamp pulled out of a lake!

We welcome all to Lane 
Tavern, 520 Sanborn Rd., 
Route 132, Sanbornton. 
Our historical society's aim 
is to promote interest in and 
understanding of the his-
tory and development of 
the Town of Sanbornton, 
established in 1770. Web 
site: www.LaneTavern.org. 
Membership is possible 
through the Website or in 
person at Annual Meeting.  

New to town? Please 
come and join us! Call 
Lynn at 603-934-6486 with 
any questions.

WORCESTER, Mass. 
— Abbi C. Gilbert, of Bel-
mont, was named to first 
honors on the Clark Univer-
sity Dean's List. This selec-
tion marks outstanding ac-
ademic achievement during 
the Spring 2026 semester.

Students must have a 
GPA of 3.8 or above for first 
honors or a GPA between 

3.50 and 3.79 for second 
honors.

Founded in 1887, Clark 
University is a liberal arts-
based research university 
that prepares its students 
to meet tomorrow's most 
daunting challenges and 
embrace its greatest oppor-
tunities. Through 44 under-
graduate majors, more than 

30 advanced degree pro-
grams, and nationally recog-
nized community partner-
ships, Clark fuses rigorous 
scholarship with authentic 
world and workplace expe-
riences that empower our 
students to pursue lives and 
careers of meaning and con-
sequence.

PLYMOUTH — The 
Plymouth State Univer-
sity Department of Ath-
letics has released ad-
mission information for 
the 2026-27 ice hockey 
season.

The men’s team opens 
the season with home 
games against Curry 
College (Oct. 30) and 
Plattsburgh State (Oct. 
31), while the women 
will spend the first two 
weekends on the road 
before hosting Norwich 
University (Nov. 13) and 
Vermont State Universi-
ty Castleton (Nov. 14) in 
their home openers.

Doors open one hour 
prior to game time. Game 
admission or season 
passes are required for 
all spectators, including 
visiting team fans, fam-
ilies of student-athletes, 
and Plymouth State fac-
ulty and staff. Current 
Plymouth State students 
with a valid PSU ID do 
not need to purchase ad-
mission but must present 
their ID for entry. Admis-
sion is not guaranteed if 
the facility is at capacity. 
There is no reentry for 
spectators who leave and 
wish to return. All can-
cellations will be posted 
on the Athletics website 

or social media channels 
(@PSUPanthers). Bags 
are permitted but subject 
to search. No alcohol is 
allowed. Pets and emo-
tional support animals 
are not permitted. Ser-
vice animals are allowed 
in accordance with uni-
versity policy.

Single game admis-
sion is available at the 
East Entrance beginning 
one hour prior to game 
time, $8 for adults, $5 for 
children 12 and under. 
Admission is required 
for all spectators, in-
cluding faculty/staff and 
visiting fans/families. 
Admission is first-come, 
first-served. Doors will 
close once capacity is 
reached. No reentry. 
General admission entry 
is through the East En-
trance (skate rental shop/
ice arena parking lot), 
using the left line only. 
Cash sales only. Seating 
is limited. Admission 
guarantees entry but not 
a seat. Ample standing 
room is available.

Current Plymouth 
State students with a 
valid ID are admitted 
free to all regular-season 
and LEC playoff games. 
Students must purchase 
admission for NCAA 

Tournament games (per 
NCAA policy). Student 
seating is general admis-
sion – West Side. Admis-
sion is first-come, first-
served beginning one 
hour before game time. 
Doors will close once 
capacity is reached. No 
reentry. Seating is limit-
ed, but standing room is 
available. Students must 
enter through the West 
Entrance (nearest Avery 
Street).

Season passes are 
$140 per pass. Includes 
admission to all men’s 
and women’s regu-
lar-season home games, 
plus all LEC home play-
off games. Passes do 
not cover NCAA Tour-
nament games. Season 
passes are designated 
as General Admission 
– East Side, Section 4, 
but holders may sit or 
stand elsewhere if space 
permits. Passes are ful-
ly transferable but ad-
mit only one person per 
game. Additional guests 
require single-game ad-
mission. Purchase online 
at athletics.plymouth.
edu/SeasonPass or con-
tact Director of Hockey 
Operations Rob Wright 
(rjwright@plymouth.edu 
or 603-535-2516).
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Meet Honey!
Miss Honey is looking for 
a home that can help her 
build her confidence one 
yummy tube treat at a time! 
She has an adorable meow 
and loves to be pet by 
visitors who take a moment 
to say hello.

This little lady has had a 
journey of many transitions 
and stressors, and would 
love a quiet home with a cat-
savvy family who can give 
her the love and patience 

she needs to blossom. She 
is very food motivated 
and warms up with a little 
encouragement, patience, 
and a snack.

She is looking for a home 
where she can be the queen 
of your castle, as the only 
cat and no canine friends. 
A home with cat-savvy 
teenagers would be okay, 
but she would like a calmer 
home without young kiddos.

sweeps sweeps as low as 
as low as $244$244

Plymouth State 
announces ice hockey 

admission information

Belmont resident named to Clark 
University's Spring Dean's List

Sanbornton Historical Society invites 
community to Annual Meeting



LACONIA — AI seems 
to be everywhere. It’s writ-
ing books, answering ques-
tions, creating pictures, 
changing jobs, and occa-
sionally getting things spec-
tacularly wrong. So what 
can it actually do for you?

Join Bill Gassman at 
the UU of Laconia for a 
lively, interactive introduc-
tion to AI for beginners 
and casual users. We’ll cut 
through some of the hype 
and worry and explore 
practical ways to use AI for 
planning, learning, writing, 
research, travel, every-
day problem-solving, and 
more. You’ll see what AI 
does well, where it can fool 

you, and why your own 
judgment still matters.

Expect demonstrations, 
real-world examples, ques-
tions, and probably a few 
surprises.

No technical back-
ground needed. Bring 
your curiosity, your skep-
ticism, and something 
you’d like to ask AI.

The presentation will 
be held on Tuesday, Oct. 
13 at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Society of Laconia, 
located at 172 Pleasant St. 
We will have a potluck at 
5:30 and then he will do 
his presentation beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. You are wel-
come at either the potluck 

or just the presentation.
Bill Gassman is retired 

after a 40-year career in in-
formation technology, with 
experience as an industry 
analyst, network operations 
manager, software engineer, 
and marketing specialist. 
He remains active in local 
technology and conserva-
tion efforts, serving on the 
Moultonborough Conser-
vation Commission and the 
Carroll County Communi-
cations District.

AI: Curious, confused, or a little nervous?

LACONIA — The 
Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present Jimmy 
Dunn’s Comedy All-Stars 
on Saturday, Nov. 7, at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets to the 
show are on sale now at 
ColonialLaconia.com or 
by calling 1-800-657-
8774.

Jimmy Dunn
Jimmy Dunn is a stand-

up comedian and actor 
from Boston, who cur-
rently plays “Moose” on 
the reboot of the legend-
ary sitcom FRASIER.

He got his start in 
“show business” tell-
ing jokes in a bar in 
Gloucester, Mass., where 
he was paid in beer and 
fried clams. Since then, 
he’s gone on to perform 
at some of the world’s 
most prestigious comedy 
events, including the Late 
Show with David Letter-
man, “Conan,” Montre-
al’s International Just For 
Laughs Comedy Festival, 
and Denis Leary’s Com-
ic’s Come Home in Bos-
ton.

Dunn’s first major tele-
vision role was as Sean 
McCarthy on the criti-
cally acclaimed CBS sit-
com, “The McCarthys.” 
He’s also written on sev-
eral television projects, 
including two episodes 
of “Loudermilk” that he 
co-wrote with Academy 
Award winner Peter Far-
relly.

Will Noonan
Will was named “Bos-

ton’s Best Comedian” by 
The Improper Bostonian 
magazine, is sometimes 
known as “The Honda 
Guy” for his years-long 

job as a spokesman in 
Honda commercials on 
TV and radio all over 
New England, as well as 
for his fan-favorite role 
in the Netflix movie The 
Sleepover.

He is well known for 
his internet presence. His 
social media accounts 
include notable follow-
ers like Barack Obama, 
Shane Gillis, Chris Flem-
ing, Mark Normand, 
Gary Gulman, Joe Rogan, 
Jim Gaffigan, and Bert 
Kreischer.

Noonan has been the 
opening act for Bill Burr, 
Dave Attell, Andrew 
Schulz, Jack Whitehall, 
Colin Jost, Michael Che, 
Ari Shaffir, and many 
more. He has appeared on 
The Oddball Comedy Fes-
tival with Amy Schumer, 
Hannibal Buress, and Sar-
ah Silverman, told a story 
on NPR’s “This American 
Life,” and was named 
Comedy Ambassador and 
Moment Maker by Mic-
rosoft.

He has appeared on 
MTV’s “Ridiculousness,” 
“Laughs” on FOX, “Go-
tham Comedy Live” on 
HULU, and his comedy is 
played often on Sirius XM.

Maya Manion
Maya Manion is a re-

spected New England co-
median, joke writer, and 
podcast guest known for 
her sharp wit and engag-
ing performances. Man-
ion grew up in Vermont 
and later moved to Rhode 
Island to pursue a career 
in comedy. She has been 
performing stand-up since 
2006 and has become a 
staple in the New England 

comedy scene. Manion 
has been featured on Nick 
at Night's Funniest Mom 
in America and was a run-
ner-up in Mohegan Sun's 
Funniest Comic in New 
England. She is recog-
nized for her clever, witty 
humor, often drawing on 
personal experiences and 
family dynamics.

Emily Ruskowski
Emily Ruskowski is a 

one-woman charm offen-
sive. With a style that's 
totally approachable and 
instantly impressive, Em-
ily is equally comfortable 
diving into personal inse-
curities or workplace non-
sense. With an irrepress-
ibly cheerful demeanor, 
she commands attention 
and delivers stories load-
ed with punchline after 
punchline. Her comedy 
combines a quick mind, 
an infectious energy, and 
a totally unique eye for 
observation. She brings 
a genuine sense of fun to 
material that ranges from 
a career in social work to 
a passion for boy bands. 
Ruskowski has been fea-
tured in the Washington 
Post and Boston Globe, 
and has appeared on the 
popular 2 Dope Queens 
Podcast and Laughs TV 
on Fox.

The Colonial Theatre
of Laconia

The original owner, 
Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the the-
atre featured a fire curtain 
depicting Venice as seen 
from the water.  In August 
of 2002, the theatre closed 
after 87 years of operation. 
On June 15, 2015, the City 
of Laconia announced a 
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HIGHEST PRICES PAID
All US and foreign silver and gold coins, estate jewelry, 

scrap gold, diamonds. Free oral appraisals. 
NORTH COUNTRY COINS. 

Main St., Plymouth, NH 536-2625.

KIDNEY
NEEDED

From a donor
with blood type O.

Call or text
Mary Cooney 603-556-1213

We provide the tools to We provide the tools to 
pass on your property pass on your property 
and your wisdom to and your wisdom to 

the ones you love.the ones you love.

Wills... Trusts...Wills... Trusts...
Family Law... ProbateFamily Law... Probate

572 Tenney Mountain Hwy., Plymouth, NH 03264
603-536-2700 | www.NHLawyer.Net

oralaw@gmail.com

Open 7 Days a Week
Autumn Hours: 9 am – 4:30 pm

Phone: 603-823-8000  •  www.HarmansCheese.com

Vintage 2024 Cheddar
Aged over 2 Years

Cheese Sampling Every Day 
Artisans on the Lawn

Cross country Bears run in Moonlight Madness

Granite VNA offers 
Caregiver Connection 

in Belmont

The Colonial welcomes Jimmy Dunn’s
Comedy All-Stars Nov. 7

BELMONT — Gran-
ite VNA offers Caregiver 
Connection on Thursday, 
Oct. 15 from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. at Tilly Market Café 
at the Belknap Market-
place at 96 Daniel Web-
ster Highway.

Join us and connect 
with other family caregiv-
ers, while enjoying an op-
portunity to unwind and 
have discussions rich in 
empathy and resources.

Pre-registration is not 
required. For more infor-
mation, call (603) 224-
4093 or (800) 924-8620, 
ext. 85664 or visit www.
granitevna.org. This pro-
gram is offered at no 
charge.

About Granite VNA
Granite VNA is a not-

for-profit licensed and 
certified home health and 
hospice care provider. 
The agency serves people 
of all ages in 72 commu-
nities across the Great-
er Capital Region and 
Central New Hampshire 
by providing home care, 
hospice care, pediatric 
and maternal child health 
services, and wellness 
programming. The agen-
cy has offices in Con-
cord, Laconia and Wolfe-
boro. Formed through the 
merger of Concord Re-
gional VNA and Central 
New Hampshire VNA & 
Hospice, Granite VNA 
has served New Hamp-
shire since 1899. For 
more information about 
Granite VNA, visit www.
granitevna.org.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

SWANZEY — The 
Winnisquam cross coun-
try team took part in the 
Moonlight Madness race 
at the Cheshire Fair-
grounds in Swanzey on 
Friday evening.

For the boys in the 
varsity race, Cullen 
Desrochers took 28th 
place overall in 17:20 
with Lazar Arbutina in 
78th place in 18:38 and 
Ryan Courtney in 101st 

in 19:18. Lucas Durphey 
was 123rd in 19:57 and 
Owen Bakis finished out 
the scoring in a time of 
20:04 for 128th place.

Carter Lloyd was 
129th in the same time 
of 20:04 with Alexander 
Paquette in 137th place 
in 20:19, Tristan Ho-
neman in 148th place in 
20:57 and Kyren Whit-
more in 164th in 21:59.

For the girls in the var-
sity race, Eloise Abbott led 
the way with a 43rd place 

finish in 21:54 and Kath-
erine Allen finished in 
81st in 23:52. Anna Guer-
ra was 120th in 26:59, Pe-
nelope McSweeney was 
128th in 28:15 and Natalie 
Wolfe finished the scoring 
in 129th place in 29:19. 
Ariana Maxwell was 
130th in 30:23 and Salina 
Brown finished in 135th 
place in 38:50 to finish 
out the field of Bear girls.

In the JV race for 
the boys, Kellan Hil-
liker was 59th overall in 

21:53, Tyler Robb was 
63rd in 22:14, Kamdyn 
Reagan placed 89th in 
23;14, Luke Larabee 
was 102nd in 23:43, Al-
exander Mauch finished 
in 104th place in 23:45, 
Grayson McSweeney 
was 114th in 24:25, 
Samuel Button fin-
ished in 121st place in 
24:47, Andrew Paquette 
was 129th in 25:30 and 
Christopher Collins fin-
ished out the field of 
Bears in 146th place in 

27:16.
The Bears are slated 

to race in Hopkinton on 
Saturday, Oct. 10, at the 
Hopkinton Fairgrounds.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.

partnership with the Belk-
nap Economic Develop-
ment Council (BEDC) to 
purchase, renovate, and 
reopen the Colonial. The 
newly reopened Colonial 
Theatre has a seating ca-
pacity of 750 and plays 
host to various perfor-
mances, including music, 
theatre, comedy, and civic 
events. Spectacle Man-
agement manages the Co-
lonial Theatre and is home 
to the Powerhouse The-
atre Collaborative. The 
Colonial Theatre is locat-
ed at 609 Main St., La-
conia, NH 03246. www.
coloniallaconia.com

Spectacle Live
Spectacle Live’s mis-

sion is to create connec-
tions that make excep-
tional live experiences 
happen. Founded in 2012 
and headquartered in 
Chelmsford, Massachu-
setts, Spectacle Live is 
a live event and venue 
management company 
specializing in perform-
ing arts centers across the 
Northeast. The company 
partners with municipali-
ties and arts organizations 
throughout New England 
to provide comprehensive 
services, including venue 
operations, marketing and 
promotion, booking and 
talent buying, ticketing, 
food and beverage man-
agement, technical pro-
duction, and consulting. 
Spectacle Live currently 
works with more than a 
dozen venues across Mas-
sachusetts, New Hamp-
shire, and Rhode Island, 
presenting a diverse range 
of events from concerts 
and comedy to theater and 
family entertainment. For 
more information, visit 
www.spectaclelive.com 
or contact Pete Lally at 
plally@spectaclelive.com  
or 617-531-1257.

www.spectaclelive.com



There is a particular 
form of communication 
practiced in New Hamp-
shire that requires no 
words, very little effort 
and, as far as I can tell, 
no formal instruction.

It is the wave.
Not the enthusiastic 

wave you give some-
body at an airport. Not 
the frantic wave meant to 
stop a person from back-
ing into your car. I mean 
the little wave.

You know the one. 
You're driving down a 
back road and another 
vehicle comes toward 
you. Maybe you know 
the driver. Maybe you've 
seen the truck before. 
Maybe you haven't the 
slightest idea who is be-
hind the wheel. Doesn't 
matter. One hand stays on 
the steering wheel. Two or 
three fingers lift briefly. 
Hello. That's it. The entire 
exchange lasts approxi-
mately half a second.

I started thinking 
about this recently after 
realizing how many vari-
ations of the wave exist 
around here. There's the 
steering-wheel wave. 
There's the full-hand 
wave when you're walk-
ing and somebody drives 
past. There's the nod, 
which is technically not 
a wave but is accept-
ed currency in the same 

economy.
Then there is my fa-

vorite, the driveway 
wave.

You see somebody 
outside while you're 
driving by, perhaps get-
ting the mail, moving a 
trash barrel or standing 
there for no obvious rea-
son whatsoever, and you 
wave. They wave back. 
You may not know each 
other's names. You may 
have been waving to 
each other for 12 years. 
This seems perfectly 
normal to me.

My wife once asked 
me who somebody was 
after I waved to him.

"I don't know," I said.
She looked at me.
"Then why did you 

wave?"
"Because he waved."
This explanation ap-

parently did not satisfy 
her. But what was I sup-
posed to do? Ignore the 
man? There are rules.

I've also noticed that 
the farther you get from 
a busy road, the more re-
liable the wave becomes. 

On a road with steady 
traffic, nobody expects 
you to acknowledge 
every passing vehicle. 
You'd look like you were 
campaigning for some-
thing.

Get onto a quiet coun-
try road, though, and 
expectations change. If 
two vehicles are the only 
signs of civilization for 
the last three miles, a 
greeting seems appropri-
ate.

Sometimes, the wave 
means more than hel-
lo. If somebody has 
pulled over to let you 
pass on a narrow road, 
the wave means thank 
you. If somebody stops 
to let you turn, the wave 
means much appreciated. 
If somebody slows down 
because you're walking 
along the shoulder, the 
wave means thanks for 
not flattening me. It is an 
efficient system. Maybe 
that's why I like it.

We spend a lot of time 
these days talking about 
how people don't know 
their neighbors anymore. 

There is probably some 
truth to that. Life is busy. 
People come home, pull 
into the garage, close the 
door and disappear un-
til morning. But I'm not 
convinced we've com-
pletely lost the old hab-
its.

Sometimes, commu-
nity isn't a big event. 
Sometimes, it's some-
body holding a door. 
Sometimes, it's a neigh-
bor dragging your empty 
trash barrel away from 
the road because the 
wind knocked it over. 
And sometimes, it's two 
people passing each oth-
er at 35 miles per hour, 
each lifting a couple of 
fingers from the steering 
wheel.

No introductions. No 
conversation. No obli-
gation. Just an acknowl-
edgment. I see you. 
We're both here. Hope 
you're doing all right. 
That's quite a lot to say 
with two fingers. So I'll 
keep doing it, even when 
I don't know the person 
coming the other way. 
Especially then.

And if somebody 
doesn't wave back? Well, 
I'm old enough not to 
take it personally. Usu-
ally.

I'll probably give 
them another chance 
next week.

Opinion Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone 

number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only the 
author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted 
without all of the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our 
requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for 
any reason he or she might deem appropriate.
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Recovery grows stronger
when a community shows up

There are some community events whose importance 
cannot be measured entirely by the dollars they raise.

The annual Bridge to Recovery Walk at Concord Hos-
pital – Franklin certainly produced an impressive financial 
result this year, bringing in more than $56,000 for mental 
health and substance use disorder programs at Concord 
Hospital – Franklin and Concord Hospital – Laconia. But 
perhaps the more important number was the number of peo-
ple willing to show up.

They walked alongside people in recovery. They remem-
bered loved ones. They volunteered, donated and offered 
encouragement. They gathered publicly around subjects 
that, not very long ago, were often discussed quietly or not 
discussed at all.

That matters.
Mental health struggles and substance use disorders have 

touched families throughout the Lakes Region and central 
New Hampshire. They cross economic lines, age groups 
and town boundaries. Yet stigma can still prevent people 
from talking openly about what they are experiencing or 
seeking help when they need it. Community events such as 
the Bridge to Recovery Walk help chip away at that stigma.

There is something powerful about gathering in public 
and saying that recovery is worthy of support rather than 
judgment. There is value in reminding someone struggling 
with addiction or mental illness that seeking treatment is not 
something to hide. There is equal value in reminding fam-
ilies that they do not have to navigate those challenges in 
isolation.

The money raised is important because the need does 
not disappear when the walk ends. The more than $56,000 
raised this year will support prevention, treatment and re-
covery services throughout the year. Those programs re-
quire trained professionals, facilities, outreach and resourc-
es. Community generosity helps make that work possible.

Yet the walk also demonstrated something that cannot be 
entered neatly into a fundraising total. It created connection.

Participants had opportunities to meet support organi-
zations and learn about community resources. Boomer’s 
Barbecue served approximately 400 people, extending its 
hospitality beyond walkers and volunteers to hospital em-
ployees, patients and visitors. A fundraiser became some-
thing broader: a community gathering centered on compas-
sion. That spirit is worth preserving.

Recovery is rarely a straight path. Neither are struggles 
with anxiety, depression, trauma or other mental health 
conditions. Progress can come slowly, with setbacks along 
the way. Families can become exhausted. Friends may not 
always know what to say. Professionals working in behav-
ioral health and recovery services can carry tremendous re-
sponsibilities of their own.

No single walk can solve those problems. But a commu-
nity can decide what kind of environment people facing them 
will encounter. It can choose silence, distance and judgment, 
or it can choose understanding, resources and support.

More than $56,000 says something important about the 
choice made by hundreds of people who supported this 
year's event. So does every person who walked. So does 
every volunteer who gave up part of a day, every business 
that sponsored the event and every person who made a do-
nation because someone else's recovery mattered to them. 
The challenge now is to carry that same spirit beyond one 
successful event.

Supporting recovery means making treatment accessi-
ble. It means learning where local resources can be found. It 
means recognizing warning signs and taking them serious-
ly. Sometimes it means having a difficult conversation with 
a friend or family member. Often, it begins with something 
much simpler: listening without judgment.

The Bridge to Recovery Walk has finished for another 
year, but the work represented by it continues every day.

The lasting measure of its success will not only be the 
$56,000 raised. It will be found in the people who receive 
help because those resources exist, and in a community in-
creasingly willing to say openly that recovery is possible, 
help is worth seeking and nobody should have to make that 
journey alone.

Letters to the Editor
Let’s elect Kurt Webber to NH Senate District 2

To the Editor:
Moderate candidate for Senate District 2, Kurt Web-

ber, challenges current Senator Tim Lang. His back-
ground: Eagle Scout and 25 years a scout leader; Lakes 
Region Community College and NHTI professor (West 
Point Grad background); Gunstock Ski Patrol from 2001 
- 2021; served on Gilford School Board. 23 years mili-
tary service -- Airborne, Ranger, Green Beret  -- Iraq time 
done. His Patriotic Resilient Leader Institute hosts ther-
apeutic retreats for military, First Responders and their 
loved ones. Kurt Webber is both leader and humanitarian.

Citizens Count Web site (www.citizenscount.org) in-
forms of Webber's positions. Standing out -- Tim Lang 
supports the Education Freedom Accounts that take pub-
lic school dollars in school-damaging amounts and gives 
them to sometimes well-off families for private school or 
home schooling. Kurt Webber questions this give-away 
that raises local property taxes (replacing the diverted 
funds) minus educational accountability. Solar energy and 
net-metering -- yes. Supports exploring the new, smaller 

nuke plants, a Kelly Ayotte position too, possibly shows 
Webber's openness to dialogue across the aisle. Better than 
Tim Lang, voting Republican, often with Free Staters.

For housing, Webber wants incentives for municipalities 
to relax zoning that interferes with new construction. Lang's 
position on housing availability -- nothing new. On this, 
Democratic governor candidate, Cinde Warmington, be-
lieves the Executive Council, considering appointees to the 
NH Housing Finance Authority, should seek commitment 
to affordable housing. Smart idea. Our Governor's Council, 
District 1, candidate Luz Bay, as a NH House member, sup-
ported the New Hampshire Housing Champion designa-
tion, "promoting workforce housing." Another smart idea.

Use Citizens Count -- check on candidates before 
Nov. 3 voting. Let's elect these problem-solvers.

Sincerely,
Mary Ahlgen

Lynn R. Chong
Andy Sanborn

Sanbornton

The driveway wave is alive and well

By CHIPPY

Kind Hearts,
Cold Winters

Courtesy Photo

The Tilton-Northfield Fire District conducted extrication training at Park Street Station last week. Photo cour-
tesy of the district’s Facebook page.



LACONIA — The Co-
lonial Theatre of Laconia 
will present Magical Mys-
tery Doors – A Beatles, 
Zeppelin, Doors Tribute on 
Friday, April 16, 2027 at 8 
p.m. Tickets to the show 
are on sale now at Coloni-
alLaconia.com or by call-
ing 1-800-657-8774.

Magical Mystery Doors 
takes classic rock beyond 
the standard tribute. With 
two distinct productions, 
the band celebrates legend-
ary music while reshaping 
it for today’s audiences.

In this flagship show, 
Magical Mystery Doors 
brings together three of 
rock’s most influential 
bands in a way no one 
else does. Hits from The 
Beatles, Led Zeppelin, 
and The Doors are reim-
agined through mashups 
and medleys that connect 
songs across catalogs. Im-
agine the melody of “Hel-
lo, I Love You” set against 

“Misty Mountain Hop,” or 
a seamless journey from 
The Rain Song into Riders 
On The Storm and Here 
Comes The Sun. Backed by 
stunning visuals and lights, 
the result is a performance 
that feels both familiar and 
completely new.

The Colonial Theatre
of Laconia

The original owner, Ben-
jamin Piscopo, was from 
Italy, and the theatre fea-
tured a fire curtain depict-
ing Venice as seen from the 
water.  In August of 2002, 
the theatre closed after 
87 years of operation. On 
June 15, 2015, the City of 
Laconia announced a part-
nership with the Belknap 
Economic Development 
Council (BEDC) to pur-
chase, renovate, and reopen 
the Colonial. The newly 

reopened Colonial Theatre 
has a seating capacity of 
750 and plays host to var-
ious performances, includ-
ing music, theatre, comedy, 
and civic events. Spectacle 
Management manages the 
Colonial Theatre and is 
home to the Powerhouse 
Theatre Collaborative. The 
Colonial Theatre is located 
at 609 Main St., Laconia, 
NH 03246. www.colonial-
laconia.com

Spectacle Live
Spectacle Live’s mis-

sion is to create connec-
tions that make exception-
al live experiences happen. 
Founded in 2012 and 
headquartered in Chelms-
ford, Massachusetts, Spec-
tacle Live is a live event 
and venue management 
company specializing in 
performing arts centers 

across the Northeast. The 
company partners with 
municipalities and arts 
organizations throughout 
New England to provide 
comprehensive services, 
including venue opera-
tions, marketing and pro-
motion, booking and talent 
buying, ticketing, food 
and beverage manage-
ment, technical production, 
and consulting. Spectacle 
Live currently works with 
more than a dozen venues 
across Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode Is-
land, presenting a diverse 
range of events from con-
certs and comedy to theater 
and family entertainment. 
For more information, vis-
it www.spectaclelive.com 
or contact Pete Lally at 
plally@spectaclelive.com  
or 617-531-1257.

M O U L T O N B O R-
OUGH — Castle in the 
Clouds is pleased to an-
nounce the return of their 
popular annual holiday 
tradition, Christmas at the 
Castle. Christmas at the 
Castle is a series of events 
held at the National Histor-
ic Landmark Lucknow Es-
tate across three weekends 
at the start of the holiday 
season. This year, the sea-
son’s theme is “Old-Fash-
ioned New England Christ-
mas,” offering visitors a 
holiday experience perfect-
ly tailored to the backdrop 
of the historic home.

This year, Castle in the 
Clouds is offering visi-
tors three different ways 
to experience the magic of 
Christmas at the Castle.

The holiday festivi-
ties begin with the Christ-
mas Preview Party on the 
evening of Friday, Nov. 
20, at 4 p.m. During the 
preview, guests can vis-
it Lucknow Mansion and 
experience the holiday fes-
tivities before the general 
public. The Preview party 
will include cocktails, hors 
d’oeuvres, carolers, and first 
access to the Artisan Fair 
held in the Carriage House. 
Tickets for this exclusive 
fundraising event are lim-
ited, with proceeds benefit-
ing the nonprofit mission of 
Castle Preservation Society.

The public Christmas at 
the Castle events and ac-
tivities begin the next day. 
Every Saturday and Sun-
day from Nov. 21 through 
Dec. 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., visitors can spend the 
day exploring the Castle, 
admiring the holiday décor 
provided by local business-
es, and participating in hol-
iday activities. In addition 
to the seasonal decorations, 
Christmas at the Castle 
promises holiday spirit and 
family fun. Visitors can 
shop with local vendors 
at the Artisan Fair, take a 
photo with Santa, create 
holiday crafts, and enjoy 
complimentary hot cocoa 
and cookies. The Carriage 
House Restaurant will be 
open, offering the addition 
of a holiday lunch to the 
Christmas at the Castle ex-
perience.

After a successful in-
troduction last year, Castle 
in the Clouds is also host-
ing Christmas at the Castle 
Twilight Tours. On Christ-
mas at the Castle dates at 
3 p.m., visitors can enjoy 
a special dusk tour of Luc-
know Mansion illuminated 
by holiday lights. Tickets 
for Twilight Tours are limit-
ed to allow a more intimate 
experience.

“Christmas at the Cas-
tle is a beloved tradition at 
Castle in the Clouds, and 
we are delighted to host this 
time-honored event again 
this year,” said Charles 
Clark, Executive Director 
of Castle in the Clouds. 
“Our theme this year is a 

perfect fit for the historic 
estate and aligns with our 
current museum exhib-
it about the history of the 
property. With exclusive 
opportunities for viewing 
like the Preview Party and 
Twilight Tours, we are ex-
cited to offer unique ways 
for new and returning vis-
itors to experience Christ-
mas at the Castle.”

For more information 
or to purchase tickets for 
Christmas at the Castle, 
visit castleintheclouds.org/
christmas-at-the-castle.

About Castle in the 
Clouds

As the premier histori-
cal museum in the beauti-
ful Lakes Region of New 
Hampshire, Castle in the 
Clouds provides each visi-
tor with a look into the past 
while providing contem-
porary comforts to make 
every visit memorable. 
Originally called Lucknow, 
this breathtaking 6,300-acre 
property was developed in 
1913 by Thomas G. Plant, 
a wealthy shoe manufac-
turer, to create a luxurious 
lifestyle with state-of-the-art 
amenities, beautiful hand-
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WE DO IT ALL
WELL DRILLING        PUMP SYSTEMS

FILTERS

Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

St. Gabriel’s
Angel Fair

Craft Fair &
Flea Market

Saturday October 17th 9-3
Sunday October 18th 10-1

Boutin Center 
16 Chestnut St. Tilton NH
www.stgabrielparishnh.org

603-934-5013
Still accepting vendor and
flea market applications.

LOW COST
SPAY/NEUTER

Rozzie May
Animal Alliance
cats and dogs.

Cat Cab service available.
Military discounts.

RMAA accepts NH Plan B.

Sign up on line
www.rozziemay.org
or call 603-447-1373

At Comfort Keepers®, we provide 
in-home care that helps seniors live 
safe, happy and independent lives   
in the comfort of their own homes.

Uplifting in-home     
senior care services

• Personal care
• Companionship
• Grocery shopping and errands
• Meal preparation
• Medication management
• Alzheimer’s and Dementia care
• Respite care

A daily  
dose of joy

Contact us for a free consultation:

(603) 536-6060
ComfortKeepers.com

12 Yeaton Rd, Ste B6 
Plymouth, NH 03264

© 2024 CK Franchising, Inc. Most offices independently owned and operated. 0324

Castle in the Clouds announces 
annual Christmas at the Castle event

trails maintained by partner 
organization the Lakes Re-
gion Conservation Trust, 
or enjoy one of our many 
programs and events. Op-
erated by the Castle Pres-
ervation Society, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization 
celebrating its 20th anni-
versary in 2026, Castle in 
the Clouds is revered as a 
cultural and educational 
resource and listed on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places with national 
significance. Castle in the 
Clouds is also available as a 
fairytale wedding venue and 
versatile private event rent-
al. For more information 
about Castle in the Clouds, 
visit castleintheclouds.org.

Magical Mystery Doors brings music of three legendary bands to The Colonial Theatre

made furnishings, and a 
large staff to run the estate. 
These days, visitors come 

from all around the world 
to tour the mansion and 
exhibit gallery, dine in the 

Carriage House Restaurant 
or Café in the Clouds, hike 
miles of hiking and walking 



TILTON — No few-
er than six Belmont 
golfers scored aces on 
the demanding Original 
Course at Pirate’s Cove 
in Winnisquam Friday. 
But junior Tyler Kel-
ly led wire-to-wire and 
scored two aces, includ-
ing one on the final hole, 
to win the second annu-
al Red Raider Minia-
ture Golf Championship 
and the coveted title of 
Champion Putter of the 
Year by one stroke over 
senior Jacob Akerstrom 
and by two over senior 
captain Jordan DeFran-
cesco in front of three-
deep galleries.

It was a roller-coast-
er round from the outset 
with tension befitting 
a major championship. 
Kelly was part of a three-
way tie for first place 
after four holes with ju-
nior Alex Rowley and 
senior Ethan Girard.

Then the fireworks 
began.

Kelly aced the fifth 
hole. Then freshman 
Logan Barrett followed 

with his own. Then 
sophomore Ace McCant 
followed Barrett and 
defending Champion 
Putter senior Ben Gi-
rard aced it, too, before 
junior Mia Ellis became 
the fifth Red Raider to 
ace the same hole. Then 
two holes later sopho-

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

BELMONT — The 
Belmont cross country 
kids got the chance to 
run on their home course 
on Thursday, Oct. 1, 
as part of the school’s 
Homecoming celebra-
tion. The Raider girls 
finished fourth overall 
and the boys finished in 
fifth.

Jenna Laramie led 
the way for the Belmont 

girls in a time of 27:23 
for 15th place overall 
while Lyla McSheffrey 
was 18th in 27:41. Zoe 
Perlet was 26th over-
all in a time of 28:48, 
Violet Smith took 28th 
place in a time of 30:02 
and Allieanna Steele fin-
ished out the scoring in 
a time of 31:23 for 33rd 
place overall.

Neala Murphy fin-
ished in 34th place in 
31:52 and Sara Milo-

tovic finished in 35:14 
for 38th place to round 
out the field of Raider 
runners.

Brodie Henry led the 
way for the Belmont 
boys, finishing in 19:16 
for third place overall 
while Sean Andrews 
was sixth in a time of 
20:17 and Daniel Tripp 
rounded out the field 

of Raiders in 29:11 for 
25th place.

The Raiders are slat-
ed to run at Merrimack 
Valley High School on 
Thursday, Oct. 15.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.
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We support
National Breast Cancer

Awareness Month

JAFFREY, NH
603.532.7716

PEMBROKE, NH
603.224.7483

SUNAPEE, NH
603.763.9070

ANDOVER, NH
603.735.5544

ASHLAND, NH
603.968.7626

WINCHENDON, MA
978.297.1162

BROOKLINE, NH
603.673.4549

PETERBOROUGH, NH
603.924.9436

MOULTONBOROUGH, NH
603.253.4404

www.belletetes.com

NASHUA, NH
603.880.7778

Building Strength
Building Hope

PLYMOUTH OPTICAL SHOPPE
“Where seeing is believing”

Village Square • 607 Tenney Mountain Highway
Suite 101 • Plymouth, NH 03264

Martin D. Kass
Registered Optician

603-536-3569

Six score aces, Kelly crowned new 
Champion Putter of the Year

Henry finishes third in Homecoming race

Joshua Spaulding

Violet Smith heads down the hill toward the track in 
action last Thursday afternoon.

Joshua Spaulding

Allieanna Steele climbs the final hill in the Belmont 
home course last Thursday.

Joshua Spaulding

Brodie Henry led the way for the Belmont boys during 
last week’s home race.

Joshua Spaulding

Sean Andrews takes a corner in last week’s home 
meet.

COURTESY PHOTO
Senior Ben Girard (left) 
handed over the trophy 
to junior Tyler Kelly as the 
new Champion Putter of 
the Year for the Belmont 
golf team.

more Jack Mitchell aced 
the seventh hole.

After eight holes, 
Kelly held a one-stroke 
lead over McCant and 
Ethan Girard. Six others 
were one stroke farther 
back.

At the end of 12, Ak-
erstrom and Ben Girard 
had tied Kelly, but four 
were just one back in a 
competition unlike any 
other: Ethan Girard, El-
lis, DeFrancesco and 
Rowley.

With only two holes 
left, Kelly held a one-

stroke lead over Rowley 
with Akerstrom and De-
Francesco tied one more 
back.

But then came Kelly’s 
second ace on the final 
hole. Both Akerstrom 
and DeFrancesco ar-
rived at the 18th needing 
an ace to tie Kelly. And 
both missed after com-
ing agonizingly close.

For his efforts, Kelly 
gets his name engraved 
on the trophy that will be 
featured in the school’s 
trophy case.

HIGH SCHOOL 
SLATE

Thursday, Oct. 8
BELMONT

Volleyball at Mascoma; 
6:15

GILFORD
Volleyball at Milford; 6

WINNISQUAM
Volleyball at St. Thom-

as; 5:45
Friday, Oct. 9
BELMONT

Boys’ Soccer vs. White 
Mountains; 4

Girls’ Soccer at White 
Mountains; 4

GILFORD
Field Hockey at Laco-

nia; 6:15
WINNISQUAM

Boys’ Soccer vs. Ray-
mond; 4

Saturday, Oct. 10
GILFORD

Cross Country at Hop-
kinton; 10

Football vs. Monad-
nock; 12

WINNISQUAM
Cross Country at Hop-

kinton; 10
Tuesday, Oct. 13

BELMONT
Boys’ Soccer at Ray-

mond; 4
Girls’ Soccer vs. Ray-

mond; 4
GILFORD

Boys’ Soccer vs. Berlin; 
3:30

Field Hockey vs. Ber-
lin; 3:30

Girls’ Soccer at Berlin; 4
WINNISQUAM

Field Hockey vs. Mas-
coma; 4

Volleyball at In-
ter-Lakes; 5:15

Wednesday, Oct. 14
GILFORD

Volleyball vs. Oyster 
River; 5:45

WINNISQUAM
Cross Country at Mas-

coma; 4
Volleyball at Hills-

boro-Deering; 6:15
Thursday, Oct. 15

GILFORD
Cross Country at Merri-

mack Valley; 4
WINNISQUAM

Cross Country at Merri-
mack Valley; 4

All schedules are
subject to change.



TILTON — LRAA 
members have the op-
portunity to enter a piece 
of artwork into the Artist 
of the Month Program at 
each monthly Member 
Meeting. Winners are 
able to display and sell a 
single work for a month 
in various public venues 
throughout the Lakes 
Region in participating 
Banks and Libraries or 
Local Businesses.

Pictured above, from 
left to right, are Back: 
Jim Cryan, Elizabeth 
Cryan, Rachel Cha-
rette, Sherwood Fra-
zier. Front: Martha Au-
coin, Gail Burnt, Nancy 
Kingston.

The Winning Artists' 
artwork will be on dis-
play in locations in the 
Lakes Region through 
the third week of Octo-
ber 2026.

Congratulations to 
Martha Aucoin, our 
September standout! 
Normally, the Artist of 
the Month winner show-
cases their work at An-

nies' Cafe & Catering 
in Laconia. This month, 
Martha gave this multi-
ple art venue to Rachel 
Charette, a relatively 
new member of the as-
sociation. Because of 
this generous trade, Ra-
chel now has the special 
privilege of showcasing 
multiple pieces of her 
captivating work at the 
charming Annie’s Cafe 
& Catering in Laco-
nia. Swing by for their 

mouthwatering home-
made soups, creative 
sandwiches, fresh sal-
ads, and coffee—then 
linger a little longer to 
soak in Martha's art over 
a delicious meal. It's 
the perfect spot to treat 
yourself and discover 
something beautiful!

Honorable Mention 
Artists – on display 
now! Come explore 
these standout pieces at 
the following communi-

ty locations through the 
third week of October:

Sherwood Frazier - 
Camden Bank, Tilton

Gail Brunt - Franklin 
Savings Bank, Gilford

Jim Cryan - Laconia 
Library

Elizabeth Cryan - 
Franklin Savings Bank, 
Franklin

Nancy Kingston - 
Gilford Library

Martha Aucoin - 
Camden Bank, Meredith
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LRAA names Artists of the Month

Raider girls come up short in 
Homecoming battle with Gilford

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

BELMONT — The 
Belmont soccer girls 
welcomed rival Gilford 
to town for Homecom-
ing on Saturday morn-
ing. The Golden Eagles 
were able to get a goal 
in the first half and add-
ed two in the second half 
for the 3-0 win over the 
host Raiders.

Penny Flanders sent 
a shot high for Gilford 
early and then Bel-
mont’s Ella Walsh had a 
solid run that was turned 
back by Makenna How-
ards. Nora Martinez 
Bermejo and Mia Ma-
caione teamed up for a 
chance for Gilford, with 
Belmont’s Avery Thurb-
er and Josephine Shoe-
maker making solid de-
fensive stops. Macaione 
headed a shot on net 
that goalie Jamie Walker 
stopped and at the other 
end, Gilford goalie Josie 
Bassett stopped a bid 
from Ella Stevens.

Walker handled a 
chance from Martinez 
Bermejo and another 
from Macaione while 
Stevens had another 
bid denied by Bassett. 
Macaione made anoth-
er run that was turned 
back by Shoemaker and 
Belmont’s Falyn Sicard 
cleared a Gilford cor-
ner kick chance. Penny 
Lewis sent a shot wide 
for Gilford and Shoe-
maker made a solid de-
fensive stop on Macai-
one.

With 22:12 to go in 
the first half, Lewis bur-
ied a shot from the top 
of the box for the 1-0 
lead for the Golden Ea-
gles. Sarah Cribbie and 
Thurber made solid de-
fensive stops and Devyn 
VonKadich had a good 
clear and Walker stopped 
a bid from Emma Syl-
vestre. Bassett stopped 
a chance from Gillian 
Varnum and Thurb-
er cleared a shot from 
Macaione at the other 
end. Gilford had a cor-
ner kick and Macaione 
sent a ball in just ahead 
of Leah Scudder and 
Sylvestre while Aubrey 
Vliet made a nice cross 

in front that Shoemaker 
cleared out. Macaione 
had a chance on a corner 
kick that Walker stopped 
and Varnum and Walsh 
teamed up on a bid for 
Belmont that Howard 
turned back. Belmont 
had chances from Fae-
lyn Archer and Von Ka-
dich but the half ended 
with Gilford up 1-0.

Scudder made a bid 
early in the second half 
and Shoemaker made 
a solid defensive stop. 
Gilford got good clears 
from Maya Criscone and 
Howard and a chance 
that went wide from 
Scudder. Shoemaker had 
another solid defensive 
stop on Macaione and 
Scudder had a bid de-
nied by Walker and an-
other go over the top of 
the net.

With 28:15 to go in 
the game, Macaione 
made a good run around 
the defense and fired the 
ball into the net for the 
2-0 lead. Howard had 
another defensive stop 
on a run from Varnum 
and Caroline McClare 
cleared a Belmont cor-
ner kick chance. Von 
Kadich made a nice de-
fensive stop on a run 
from Martinez Berme-
jo and the Golden Ea-
gles sent a cross off the 
crossbar.

Sylvestre finished out 
the scoring for Gilford 
with about six minutes 
to play, fighting through 
the defense and burying 
the shot for the 3-0 final 
score.

The Gilford boys 
closed out the day in 
Belmont with a 1-0 win 
over the Raiders.

Belmont is slated to 
be in action on Friday, 
Oct. 9, at White Moun-
tains Regional at 4 p.m. 
and Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 
home against Raymond 
at 4 p.m.

Gilford is slated to 
be in action on Tuesday, 
Oct. 13, at Berlin at 4 
p.m.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.

Joshua Spaulding

Gilford’s Makenna Howard looks to boot the ball away from a charging Belmont’s 
Ella Walsh during action on Saturday morning.

Joshua Spaulding

Belmont’s Avery Thurber and Gilford’s Mia Macaione go after the ball in action 
on Saturday morning in Belmont.



ing continue The Floyd 
spirit of the 1980's. The 
band is also known for 
recreating entire albums 
as a part of their show, 
accepting requests from 
fans, and for taking an 
A-Z approach in which 
one song is played for 
every letter of the alpha-
bet.

The Machine has 
sold out theaters, pre-
mier showcase rooms 
and casinos across North 
America, Europe and 
Asia, performed at re-
nowned music festivals 
such as Bonnaroo, Riv-
erbend, and Gathering of 
the Vibes, and shared the 
stage with full sympho-
ny orchestras, includ-
ing the Atlanta, Detroit, 
Pittsburgh, Jacksonville, 
Charlotte and San Diego 
Symphonies, as well as 
the Buffalo Philharmon-

ic.
The band features 

founding member Tahrah 
Cohen (drums), long-
time bandmates Scott 
Chasolen (keys, vocals) 
and Ryan Ball (gui-
tar, vocals), and newest 
member Chris DeAnge-
lis (bass, lead vocals). 
The band continues on 
to celebrate the music of 
Pink Floyd and to honor 
the life of Joe Pascarell, 
who co-founded the band 
with Tahrah in 1988.

"They duplicate the 
sound and hits of Pink 
Floyd with chilling ac-
curacy, and they play for 
a hell of a long time,” 
raves Matt Diehl of Roll-
ing Stone.

“These guys are 
great!" said Bob Ezrin, 
Co-Producer of Pink 
Floyd’s “The Wall.”

“The Machine look 

nothing like Pink Floyd, 
but that doesn't mat-
ter-they sound exact-
ly like Pink Floyd, and 
that's what counts,” add-
ed Matthew Webber of 
Spin Magazine.

The Colonial Theatre
of Laconia

The original owner, 
Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the thea-
tre featured a fire curtain 
depicting Venice as seen 
from the water.  In Au-
gust of 2002, the theatre 
closed after 87 years of 
operation. On June 15, 
2015, the City of Laco-
nia announced a partner-
ship with the Belknap 
Economic Development 
Council (BEDC) to pur-
chase, renovate, and re-
open the Colonial. The 
newly reopened Colonial 
Theatre has a seating ca-

pacity of 750 and plays 
host to various perfor-
mances, including mu-
sic, theatre, comedy, and 
civic events. Spectacle 
Management manages 
the Colonial Theatre and 
is home to the Power-
house Theatre Collab-
orative. The Colonial 
Theatre is located at 609 
Main St., Laconia, NH 
03246. www.colonialla-
conia.com

Spectacle Live
Spectacle Live’s mis-

sion is to create connec-
tions that make excep-
tional live experiences 
happen. Founded in 2012 
and headquartered in 
Chelmsford, Massachu-
setts, Spectacle Live is 
a live event and venue 
management company 
specializing in perform-
ing arts centers across 
the Northeast. The com-
pany partners with mu-
nicipalities and arts or-
ganizations throughout 
New England to provide 
comprehensive servic-
es, including venue op-
erations, marketing and 
promotion, booking and 
talent buying, ticketing, 
food and beverage man-
agement, technical pro-
duction, and consulting. 
Spectacle Live currently 
works with more than 
a dozen venues across 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rho-
de Island, presenting a 
diverse range of events 
from concerts and com-
edy to theater and fam-
ily entertainment. For 
more information, visit 
www.spectaclelive.com 
or contact Pete Lally at 
plal ly@spectaclel ive.
com  or 617-531-1257.

www.spectaclelive.
com
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DRY
FIREWOOD

AUTHENTIC DRY, CUT, SPLIT
Over 10-12 months 14, 16, 18,

20, 22, 24 Inch available

(2 cord minimum)

Immediate Delivery

CALL OR TEXT
603-323-8658

Business Directory

Audubon 
announces 

Cuba program

M O U L T O N B O R-
OUGH — On Thursday, 
Oct. 15 at 7 p.m. at the 
Loon Center in Moulton-
borough, the Lakes Re-
gion Chapter of the New 
Hampshire Audubon 
Society will present a 
program called “Birding 
Cuba” by Charlie Nims.

Experience an ad-
venture in birding dur-
ing a time of turmoil 
in a country close to 
our shores, but a world 
apart. This presentation 
features not only color-
ful and endemic birds, 
but also insight into dai-
ly life in Cuba. Please 
join us in exploring the 
country’s birds, pleasant 
scenery, and resilient 
people.

Charlie Nims is an 
experienced birder who 
moved to the Mt. Wash-
ington Valley 14 years 
ago. He was previously 
actively involved with 
Massachusetts Audu-
bon and the South Shore 
Bird Club, and now vol-
unteers with NH Audu-
bon. Charlie also en-
joys skiing and hiking, 
including completing 
the 48 New Hampshire 
4,000 footers.

The Loon Center is 
located on Lee's Mill 
Road; follow the signs on 
Blake Road from Route 
25 near the Moultonbor-
ough Central School, or 
from Route 109, turn on 
to Lee Road and turn left 
on Lee's Mill Road.

The Machine brings the music of 
Pink Floyd to The Colonial Theatre
LACONIA — The 

Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present The 
Machine Performs Pink 
Floyd on Sunday, Dec. 
6, at 7 p.m. Tickets to the 
show are on now at Co-
lonialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

The Machine has 
forged a nearly 40-year 
reputation of extending 
the musical legacy of 
Pink Floyd. The New 
York-based quartet per-
forms a diverse mix of 
The Floyd's extensive 
15-album repertoire, 
complete with faithful 
renditions of popular hits 
as well as obscure gems.

With stellar musi-
cianship and passionate 
delivery, The Machine 
explores collective im-
provisation rivaling that 
of an early 1970's Pink 
Floyd, while their use 
of expanded theatrical 
elements and elaborate 
stage displays and light-

LACONIA — The 
Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present Young 
& Strange on Thursday, 
Feb. 4, 2027, at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets to the show 
are on sale now at Colo-
nialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

Direct from London’s 
West End and fresh from 
their appearances in the 
Live Finals of “Ameri-
ca’s Got Talent” 2026, 
England’s most famous 
comedy illusionists 
Young & Strange pres-
ent “DELUSIONISTS” 
— a spectacular new 
magic show packed with 
breathtaking illusions 
and hilarious comedy.

Suitable for the entire 
family this fast-paced, 
high-energy interactive 
show brings some of the 
biggest and most aston-
ishing illusions in magic 
to the stage, combined 
with the unmistakable 
comedy that has made 
Young & Strange an au-

dience favourite around 
the world.

“DELUSIONISTS” is 
an unforgettable experi-
ence that will leave you 
laughing, gasping and 
asking one very simple 
question:

How did they do 
that?!

“Young & Strange are 
stand-out stars,” raves 
The London Evening 
Standard.

“Young & Strange tri-
umph,” wrote The Lon-
don Times.

The Colonial Theatre
of Laconia

The original owner, 
Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the thea-
tre featured a fire curtain 
depicting Venice as seen 
from the water.  In Au-
gust of 2002, the theatre 
closed after 87 years of 
operation. On June 15, 
2015, the City of Laco-
nia announced a partner-
ship with the Belknap 

Economic Development 
Council (BEDC) to pur-
chase, renovate, and re-
open the Colonial. The 
newly reopened Colo-
nial Theatre has a seat-
ing capacity of 750 and 
plays host to various 
performances, including 
music, theatre, come-
dy, and civic events. 
Spectacle Management 
manages the Colonial 
Theatre and is home to 
the Powerhouse Theatre 
Collaborative. The Co-
lonial Theatre is located 
at 609 Main St., Laco-
nia, NH 03246. www.
coloniallaconia.com

Spectacle Live
Spectacle Live’s mis-

sion is to create connec-
tions that make excep-
tional live experiences 
happen. Founded in 2012 
and headquartered in 
Chelmsford, Massachu-
setts, Spectacle Live is 
a live event and venue 
management company 

specializing in perform-
ing arts centers across 
the Northeast. The com-
pany partners with mu-
nicipalities and arts or-
ganizations throughout 
New England to provide 
comprehensive services, 
including venue oper-
ations, marketing and 
promotion, booking and 
talent buying, ticketing, 
food and beverage man-
agement, technical pro-
duction, and consulting. 
Spectacle Live currently 
works with more than 
a dozen venues across 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rho-
de Island, presenting a 
diverse range of events 
from concerts and com-
edy to theater and fam-
ily entertainment. For 
more information, visit 
www.spectaclelive.com 
or contact Pete Lally 
atplally@spectaclelive.
com  or 617-531-1257.

www.spectaclelive.
com

Comedic illusionists featured on “AGT” 
to perform at The Colonial Theatre



GILFORD — Gilford 
native and Lakes Region 
singer-songwriter Katie 
Dobbins has been nominat-
ed for Performer of the Year 
by the 2026 New England 
Music Awards Committee.

For Dobbins, the recog-
nition comes after a lifetime 
of playing music in various 
capacities and over a decade 
building a music career as 
a singer-songwriter — per-
forming across New Eng-
land while continuing to 
invest in the local Lakes Re-
gion community that raised 
her.

Over the years, Dobbins 
has grown from playing lo-
cal stages to performing at 
venues and events through-
out the region, while her 
hometown has remained at 
the heart of her career. She 
has been named Best Mu-
sic Act – Solo in Best of 
the Lakes Region for three 
consecutive years and has 
performed at the Bank of 
New Hampshire Pavilion’s 
Hazy Little Stage in Gilford, 
a particularly meaningful 

milestone for an artist who 
grew up just down the road.

Dobbins is also the crea-
tor and host of the monthly 
Songwriter RoundUp at 
Hermit Woods Winery & 
Eatery in Meredith. Now 
in its fourth year, the listen-
ing-room series brings local 
and regional songwriters to-

gether for an intimate Nash-
ville-style “in the round” 
performance, giving Lakes 
Region audiences an op-
portunity to hear original 
music and the stories be-
hind the songs.

While much of Dobbins’ 
career takes her throughout 
New England, she contin-

ues to be deeply involved 
in her local community, 
leading worship at Alpine 
Church, a year-round out-
door church at Gunstock 
Mountain in Gilford, min-
istering through music 
regularly at Isaiah 61 Café 
in Laconia, and donating 
her talents to The Greater 

Lakes Region Children’s 
Auction for various fund-
raising events. Dobbins 
values her local communi-
ty immensely, and her deep 
roots inspire much of her 
songwriting.

A singer-songwriter 
known for heartfelt folk-pop 
and acoustic storytelling, 

Dobbins has released two 
albums and several singles 
over the course of her ca-
reer. Her music centers on 
hope, faith, resilience and 
the experiences that bring 
people together.

The New England Mu-
sic Awards recognize artists 
and music industry profes-
sionals from throughout 
the six New England states. 
Dobbins’ Performer of the 
Year recognition marks her 
seventh nomination in vari-
ous categories from the or-
ganization.

Voting is open to the 
public, and supporters can 
vote once every day through 
Oct. 9.

To vote for Katie Dob-
bins for Performer of the 
Year, visit nemusicawards.
com/vote and select her 
name in the Performer of 
the Year category.

For more information 
about Katie Dobbins, her 
music and upcoming per-
formances, visit her website 
and follow her on social me-
dia.
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NE-492509

Helping you with your home is what we do!

JAFFREY, NH 
603.532.7716 

 
PETERBOROUGH, NH 

603.924.9436 
 

NASHUA, NH 
603.880.7778

ANDOVER, NH 
603.735.5544 

 
SUNAPEE, NH 
603.763.9070 

 
BROOKLINE, NH

603.673.4549 
 

ASHLAND, NH 
603.968.7626

PEMBROKE, NH 
603.224.7483 

 
MOULTONBOROUGH, NH 

603.253.4404 
 

WINCHENDON, MA 
978.297.1162

Whether you need to remodel, upgrade, downsize, update, or build an an-law 
apartment, we have everything you need to get the job done. Visit Us Today!apartment, we have everything you need to get the job done. Visit Us Today!

PETERBOROUGH, NH
603.924.9436

NASHUA, NH
603.880.7778

apartment, we have everything you need to get the job done. Visit Us Today!
PEMBROKE, NH
603.224.7483

MOULTONBOROUGH, NH
603.253.4404

WINCHENDON, MA
978.297.1162

* Windows & Doors 
* Flooring & Cabinets 
* Paints & Stains 
* Construction Materials & Hardware 
* Seasonal In & Outdoors 
* Consultations

Gilford’s Katie Dobbins nominated as Performer 
of the Year by New England Music Awards

Daily voting open through Oct. 9



LACONIA — The 
Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present Lakes 
Region Symphony Or-
chestra Presents Holiday 
Pops! with Guest Artist 
Catherine Martinez on 
Saturday, Dec. 5, at 7 
p.m. Tickets to the show 
are on sale now at Colo-
nialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

Put on your favor-
ite Christmas sweater, 
gather your loved ones, 
and come experience 
the wonder and joy of 
the season with Lakes 
Region Symphony Or-
chestra and special guest 
vocalist Catherine Mar-
tinez.

Located in beautiful 
Meredith New Hamp-
shire, the Lakes Region 
Symphony Orchestra is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that pro-
vides the best classical 
music performances for 
central New Hampshire 
during the fall, winter, 
and spring. Under the 
baton of Conductor and 
Music Director Benja-
min Greene, LRSO per-

forms a variety of music 
ranging from the clas-
sics of Beethoven and 
Mozart to popular music 

including the sounds of 
Broadway, movies, and 
orchestral Pops classics.
The Colonial Theatre

of Laconia
The original owner, 

Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the the-

atre featured a fire cur-
tain depicting Venice 
as seen from the water.  
In August of 2002, the 
theatre closed after 87 
years of operation. On 
June 15, 2015, the City 
of Laconia announced 
a partnership with the 
Belknap Economic De-
velopment Council 
(BEDC) to purchase, 
renovate, and reopen the 
Colonial. The newly re-
opened Colonial Theatre 
has a seating capacity 
of 750 and plays host to 
various performances, 
including music, the-
atre, comedy, and civic 
events. Spectacle Man-
agement manages the 
Colonial Theatre and is 
home to the Powerhouse 
Theatre Collaborative. 
The Colonial Theatre 
is located at 609 Main 
Street, Laconia, NH 
03246. www.colonialla-
conia.com

Spectacle Live
Spectacle Live’s mis-

sion is to create connec-
tions that make excep-
tional live experiences 

happen. Founded in 2012 
and headquartered in 
Chelmsford, Massachu-
setts, Spectacle Live is 
a live event and venue 
management company 
specializing in perform-
ing arts centers across 
the Northeast. The com-
pany partners with mu-
nicipalities and arts or-
ganizations throughout 
New England to provide 
comprehensive services, 
including venue oper-
ations, marketing and 
promotion, booking and 
talent buying, ticketing, 
food and beverage man-
agement, technical pro-
duction, and consulting. 
Spectacle Live currently 
works with more than 
a dozen venues across 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode 
Island, presenting a di-
verse range of events 
from concerts and com-
edy to theater and fam-
ily entertainment. For 
more information, visit 
www.spectaclelive.com 
or contact Pete Lally 
atplally@spectaclelive.
com  or 617-531-1257.
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Alpine Lakes Real Estate: www.alpinelakes.com

Badger Peabody & Smith Realty: www.peabodysmith.com 

Bean Group: www.beangroup.com

Century 21 Country Lakes Realty: www.countrylakesrealty.com

Century 21 Twin Rivers Ralty: www.nhreal21.com

Coldwell Banker: www.cboldmill.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
www.newenglandmoves.com

ERA Masiello: www.masiello.com

Exit Lakeside Realty Group: www.exitlakeside.com

Granite Group Realty Services: 
www.granitegrouprealtyservices.com

Gowen Realty: www.gowenrealty.com

Kressy Real Estate: www.kressy.com

Lakes Region Realty: www.lakesregionrealestate.com

Lamprey & Lamprey Realtors: www.lampreyandlamprey.com

Maxfield Real Estate: www.maxfieldrealestate.com

McLane Realty: www.mclanerealtyplymouth.com 

Mountain Country Realty: www.mountaincountryrealestate.com

Nash Realty: www.nashrealty.com

New Hampshire Colonials Real Estate: www.squamlake.com

Noseworthy Real Estate: www.noseworthyrealestate.com

Old Mill Properties: www.oldmillprops.com

Pine Shores Real Estate: www.pineshoresllc.com

Preferred Vacation Rentals: www.preferredrentals.com

 Remax Bayside: www.baysidenh.net

Roche Realty: www.rocherealty.com

Strawberry Lane Real Estate: www.strawberrylane.com 

Town & Forest Realty: www.townandforest.com

Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

Rt. 3, Tilton NH, exit 20 on Rt. I-93 across from Lakes Region Factory Mall

WE HAVE DELIVERED OVER 10,000 HOMES TO SATISFIED CUSTOMERS. CAN WE DELIVER ONE TO YOU?

ALWAYS DAILY SATURDAYS SUNDAYSOPEN 10 TO 6 & 10 TO 5•

Camelot Home CenterCamelot Home Center

NEW 14' WIDES

68' 2 Bed, 2 Bath

�������������������

��������
66' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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�������������������

Visit Our Website: WWW.CM-H.COMWWW.CM-H.COM

MODULARS

2 Bed, 1 Bath
1,568sq ft. 2 story.

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath.

���������
���������

DOUBLE WIDES

56' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������������������

���������
48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

���������������
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Homes From ,

, &

COLONY

MARLETTE NEW ERA TITAN48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������������������

���������

285 Daniel Webster Highway
(603) 677-7007

www.MeredithLanding.com

MEREDITH: Land in a Convenient 
Location! Private 4.38+/- acre lot abutting 
the Association’s recreational lot offering added 
privacy. Great location on a loop road to minimize 
through traffic. Just minutes to downtown Meredith 
& Weirs beach! Bring your plans!
$209,900  (5068525)

SANBORNTON: Great Land Listing!
Nice .82+/- acre cleared lot with 3 sides of road 
frontage and just one mile to the beautiful town 
beach on Hermit Lake. Great location for your 
Dream Home close to exits 20 & 23 on I93 for 
easy commuting!
$125,000  (5104369)

MLS# 5100398 MLS# 5100398 
Laconia: Offering 108 acres this 
major development opportunity 
includes roughly 36 acres of 
developable upland zoned RR1/
RR2 with 2,095 feet of public road 
frontage. Connected to public water 

and sewer.

Laconia: This 4-bedroom, 4-bath 
lake access home features a 
main-level primary suite, gourmet 
kitchen, gas fireplace, cathedral 
ceilings, and a deck with Lake 
Opechee views. The walkout lower 
level hosts a full in-law suite.

Laconia: This 3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths ranch offers 1,568 sf.. of 
single-level living space. Outdoor 
highlights include an above-ground 
pool, deck, and access to a shared-
private beach and tennis courts on 
Lake Winnisquam.   

Sanbornton: This move-in ready 
2-bedroom, 1-bath seasonal cottage 
sits on a private 0.24-acre lot offers 
deeded access to a sandy Lake 
Winnisquam beach. Thoughtfully 
updated with fresh interior paint, new 
flooring and fixtures, a new water 
heater, and a new well pump, and a 
proven seasonal rental history.

$495,000$495,000

MLS# 5102791  MLS# 5102791  

$1,250,000$1,250,000

11,000 Success Stories Strong. Start Yours Today!
When it comes to the New Hampshire market, experience is the difference. Roche Realty Group 
has closed over 11,000 transactions and $3.4 Billion in sales earning the title of "#1 BEST Real 

Estate Company in NH's Lakes Region" six years in a row

Search New Hampshire properties at www.rocherealty.com

* Statistics obtained from PrimeMLS since 1997 for all 
real estate firms reporting sales in the entire state of NH 

during that time.

MLS# 5089223MLS# 5089223

$365,000$365,000

MLS# 5102849MLS# 5102849

Find us @rocherealty

$845,000$845,000

97 Daniel Webster Highway
Meredith, New Hampshire 

Call us at:
(603) 279-7046

REAL ESTATE

Guest vocalist Catherine Martinez
joins LRSO for holiday Pops concert

Courtesy Photo

Catherine Martinez



jazz, vintage swing, folk 
traditions, blues, and 
Americana, the Christ-
mas Caravan transforms 
venues into festive won-
derlands where audienc-
es are transported to a 
bygone era filled with 
revelry, nostalgia, and 
holiday cheer.

For more than two 
decades, the Christmas 
Caravan Tour has capti-
vated audiences nation-
wide with its unique mix 
of seasonal favorites, 
fan-loved originals from 
their hit album Christ-
mas Caravan, which has 
sold more than 250,000 

copies and reached #12 
on the Billboard Holiday 
Albums chart, and the 
band's signature blend 
of musical styles. Equal 
parts holiday concert, 
vaudeville revue, and 
vintage variety show, 
the performance deliv-
ers an unforgettable eve-
ning filled with dazzling 
musicianship, spirited 
sing-alongs, heartwarm-
ing moments, and plenty 
of surprises.

"The Christmas Car-
avan Tour has always 
been about creating a 
sense of wonder and 
community," said Jimbo 

Mathus, frontman and 
co-founder of the Squir-
rel Nut Zippers. "The 
holidays are one of the 
few times when people 
slow down long enough 
to gather and share mu-
sic. We wanted to cre-
ate something that feels 
timeless—a celebration 
of old-world Christmas 
traditions, American 
roots music, and the joy 
of bringing people to-
gether. Every year the 
audience becomes part 
of the show, and that's 
what makes it so spe-
cial."

This year's Christ-

mas Caravan promises 
an evening of musical 
storytelling and festive 
celebration. Whether 
performing a swinging 
rendition of a Christ-
mas classic, a New Or-
leans-inspired holiday 
romp, or one of their 
signature hits, the Squir-
rel Nut Zippers create a 
concert experience that 
feels equally at home be-
neath twinkling Christ-
mas lights and inside a 
lively Prohibition-era 
speakeasy.

The tour follows the 
band's highly success-
ful 30th anniversary 
celebration of Hot, the 
landmark album that 
helped spark the swing 
revival of the 1990s and 
remains one of the era's 
most influential record-
ings with. Certified 
platinum and featuring 
the hit single "Hell," 
Hot introduced mil-
lions of listeners to the 
band's inventive fusion 
of jazz, swing, blues, 
folk, and Southern roots 
music and continues to 
resonate with new au-
diences with the single 
recently featured in hit 
TV series like Wednes-
day (2025) and Lucifer 
(2021).

As the band com-
memorates three de-
cades of Hot, the Christ-
mas Caravan serves as 
both a holiday celebra-
tion and a testament to 
the enduring appeal of 
one of America's most 
original musical groups.

Milford only had three 
golfers so did not regis-
ter a team score.

Jordan DeFrancesco, 
playing out of the top 
spot in the lineup for the 
Raiders, finished with 
23 points while Max Ry-
der at number two, Ja-
cob Akerstrom at num-
ber three, Alex Rowley 
at number five and Ty-
ler Kelly (all-time best 
score) at number sev-
en all finished with 21 
points on the day. Three 
of those scores counted 
toward the team score. 
Jasper Sottak tied his 
all-time best with 19 
points out of the fourth 
spot and Ben Girard 
finished with 15 points 
from the sixth spot in 
the lineup.

The Raiders headed to 
Salem on Tuesday, Sept. 
29, and finished second 
in a match at Campbell’s 
Scottish Highlands.

Campbell finished 
with 84 points to lead 
the way with the Raid-
ers scoring 83 points for 
second place, host Pel-
ham in third at 67 points 
and Gilford rounding 
out the scoring with 62 
points.

Rowley recorded his 
best ever round in com-
petition, finishing with 
23 points out of the fifth 
spot in the lineup to lead 
the Raiders and finish 
second overall on the 
day.

DeFrancesco out of 
the top spot in the lineup 
finished with 21 points 
while Ryder had 20 
points from the second 
spot and Sottak had 19 
points from the fourth 

spot to round out the 
scoring for Belmont. Ak-
erstrom finished with 18 
points in the third spot, 
Girard had 16 points 
from the sixth spot and 
Kelly rounded out the 
field of Raiders with 
13 points in the seventh 
spot in the lineup.

Belmont finished 
out the regular season 
at home at Canterbury 
Woods on Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, finishing with 
82 points behind another 
solid effort from Bish-
op Brady at 96 points 
with Laconia rounding 
out the scoring in third 
place.

Out of the fifth spot 
in the lineup, Ryder led 
the way for the Raiders 
with a score of 23 while 
Ben Girard finished with 
21 points from the sixth 
spot. DeFrancesco in the 
top spot and Rowley in 
the second spot both fin-
ished with 19 points to 
round out the scoring for 
the Raiders.

Akerstrom finished 
with 18 points in the 
third spot, Sottak had 16 
points from the fourth 
spot and Ethan Girard 
scored eight points from 
the seventh spot.

The Raiders finished 
the regular season with 
an all-time best record 
of 21-8.

The Raiders will be 
looking forward to the 
Division III State Meet, 
which takes place on 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at In-
dian Mound Golf Club 
in Ossipee.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.
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Innovative Contractors/Squam Docks
52 Winter Street • Ashland, NH 03217

We are currently Seeking:

DOCK REMOVAL
CREW MEMBERS

($30 per hour)
Located on Squam Lake.

Working as a team member is important!
FULL AND PART TIME

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Will train energetic people wanting to learn.

Must have valid driver’s license.
Boat license a PLUS!

Please contact Holly at 603-968-7518
Monday -Friday: 9:30 am -3:00 pm

FRIENDLY &
RELIABLE

NIGHT
CASHIERS

needed at the
Following Location:

Bosco Bell
on Route 28
Barnstead

Please apply in person.

Loon Mountain Resort 
Winter Hiring Fair  

Saturday, October 24th, 2026 
Children’s Center 9:00 AM - 12:00 noon 

Do you want to be part of an innovative team in the recreation industry?  
Loon Team Members can look forward to: Free Skiing/Riding, 

Competitive wages, Food & Retail Discounts. 

 Grab breakfast and Interview with our hiring managers. Bring your I9 
documentation for on the spot hiring. 

  Earn a free ski voucher for the New Year if you are hired on 
10/24/26.

We offer Full and Part-time jobs with day and evening shifts. 

Apply at www.loonmtn.com/jobs now!

`

Dan Uhlman, c/o Belletetes Inc.
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com

E.O.E.

Belletetes is a 5th generation, family-owned building materials supply 
company that has been in business for over 125 years. Are you looking 
to join a company that treats their employees like family? We believe 
our employees are our biggest asset!

When you join our team, you will be working in a family-friendly 
atmosphere where career growth is important, and we try to promote 
from within. We offer an industry leading benefits package that 
includes competitive wages, health insurance, life insurance, paid 
vacation, paid time-off, paid holidays, paid bereavement leave, profit 
sharing, 401k and store discounts.

You may apply in person or download an application from 
our website.  All applications should be submitted to:  

Belletetes has an immediate opening in our Ashland location for a 
full-time Lumber Materials Handler.  The successful candidate is 
responsible for assisting customers and contractors locate materials 
and load vehicles, receive incoming shipments and select loads for 
delivery trucks. Computer skills and prior lumber and building 
material experience is beneficial. Heavy lifting is required. 
Saturday hours on a rotating basis.

Lumber Materials Handler Help
Wanted

of Spiritualism, curious 
about mediumship, in-
trigued by paranormal 
traditions, or simply 
searching for an unfor-
gettable autumn eve-
ning, the Historic Lane 
Tavern offers a setting 
where history and mys-
tery come together.

Brandie Wells, known 
as The Breakthrough 
Medium, is a certified 
Angelic Healer, Hypno-
tist, and Psychic Medi-
um who has dedicated 
her career to connecting 
people with messages of 
love, healing, and inspi-
ration. Through spirit 

channeling and medi-
umship, Brandie works 
to bridge the paranor-
mal with the angelic 
realms and guide people 
through both the light 
and shadows of the soul.

Brandie connects 
with approximately 
5,000 clients each year 
and has been bringing 
her unique events and 
experiences to audienc-
es for more than a de-
cade.

“Healing your past; 
revealing your poten-
tial.”

Don’t miss this 
chance to step back in 
time and explore the ex-
traordinary.

MEDIUM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

GOLF
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

Squirrel Nut Zippers keep 30th anniversary celebration 
going with festive Christmas Caravan Tour

LACONIA — Fol-
lowing a triumphant 
year celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of their plat-
inum-certified break-
through album Hot, the 
Squirrel Nut Zippers 
have announced that 
they are bringing the 
party into the holiday 
season with the return of 
their acclaimed Christ-
mas Caravan Tour, a 
joyous musical celebra-
tion that has become one 
of America's most cher-
ished and distinctive 
holiday traditions.

Tickets for Squirrel 
Nut Zippers Christmas 
Caravan Tour at the Co-
lonial Theatre of Laco-
nia on Thursday, Dec. 
17 at 7:30 p.m. are on 
sale now at ColonialLa-
conia.com or by calling 
1-800-657-8774.

Blending the warmth 
of Christmas classics 
with the infectious en-
ergy of New Orleans 

Salmonpress.com



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

TILTON — The Win-
nisquam volleyball team 
bounced back from a 
tough loss to Trinity to 
spoil Homecoming for 
the Belmont Raiders on 
Friday night.

The Bears welcomed 
Trinity to town on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
and dropped a 25-16 de-
cision to the Pioneers in 
the first set. Sophie Fair 
got the first point for the 
Bears and after the Pio-
neers went up by a 4-1 
score, Fair had another 
point and Eila Petty fol-
lowed with a service ace. 
Danica Weymouth came 
through with a hit and 
Fair went on a service 
run that included three 
aces and a nice play at 
the net along with Kinzie 
Nelson to give the Bears 
the 11-5 lead.

Weymouth added ad 
nice tip at the net, Alis-
sa Jean had a service 
ace and Abigail Meu-
nier came through with 
two more aces to push 
the lead to 16-8. Trini-
ty battled back and cut 
the lead to 16-15 before 
Weymouth had a service 
ace and Petty and Fair 
had hits to stretch the 
lead to 21-16. A good 
diving play from Wey-
mouth helped the Bears 
get to 24-16 before the 
Pioneers charged back 
and cut the lead to 24-23. 
However, Jean got a big 
hit to close out the 25-
23 win to pull the Bears 
even.

The Pioneers jumped 
out to a 4-1 lead in the 
second set before Claire 
Hart had a service ace, 
Fair had a hit and Fair 

and Autumn Sarette 
came up with a block to 
pull the Bears even at 
five. Winnisquam kept 
pushing and took the 
lead to 15-6 behind three 
service aces from Fair. 
Weymouth had a nice tip 
at the net and Jean added 
a service ace to push the 
lead to 17-10.

Hart had a hit and a 
block and then Sarette 
added a block at the net 

for the 20-13 lead. The 
Bears continued to open 
the lead out to 24-17 be-
fore Fair had a nice tip to 
close out the 25-17 win 
and give Winnisquam the 
2-1 lead.

Trinity bounced back 
by getting the first four 
points of the fourth set 
and Petty had a block and 
a service ace and Fair 

had a hit to tie the score 
at six. Weymouth had a 
tip at the net but the Pi-
oneers managed to keep 
the lead, opening it up to 
14-10 and 17-12 before 
Petty had a key hit for 
the Bears and Fair added 
a hit, helping to cut the 
lead to 19-15. Weymouth 
added another hit but the 
Bears finished out the 

25-18 win to force a fifth 
and deciding set.

Trinity got the first 
five points of the fifth set 
before Petty and Alan-
na Cruz had hits for the 

Bears. Petty added a tip 
at the net and Addison 
Bernier had a service ace 
but the Pioneers finished 
out the 15-6 win to get 
the 3-2 win.

On Friday night in 
Belmont, the Raiders 
came out and got a 25-
19 win in the first set 
and a 25-16 win in the 
second set. Winnis-
quam bounced back by 
winning the second set 
25-16 and then won the 
fourth set 25-18 to force 
a fifth and deciding set. 
The Bears won that set 
15-4 to take the 3-2 win.

“It really took us some 
time to find our energy 
tonight,” said Bear coach 
Mark Dawalga. “Give 
Belmont credit, they are 
a very good and well-
coached team.

“I was really proud 
of the way our team re-
sponded after going 
down the first two sets 
on the road and coming 
back for the win with ev-
eryone contributing,” he 
added.

The Bears are slated to 
be in action today, Oct. 
8, at St. Thomas at 5:45 
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 
Inter-Lakes at 5:15 p.m. 
and Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
at Hillsboro-Deering at 
6:15 p.m.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.
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603-524-5588

thehomebeautiful.com

141 DW Hwy Belmont, NH

Flooring   Flooring   

Tile   Tile   

CountertopsCountertops

VanitiesVanities

WallpaperWallpaper

UpholsteryUpholstery

Window TreatmentsWindow Treatments

We Solve Problems!

2026

ASPHALT      METAL      WOOD

603-766-3377 • 603ROOFERS.COM
H I R E  A  P R O F E S S I O N A L  W H O  I S  C E R T I F I E D  &  F U L LY  I N S U R E D

COMPLETE
ROOFING SOLUTIONS

THE BEST
PROUD TO BE

OF THE

LAKES REGION
2 Years In A Row!

Our Ashland location has an immediate opening for a full-time 
delivery driver.  A CDL-B license is required with 3 years 
experience preferred but not necessary; and a safe and clean 
driving record. This position can involve heavy lifting.   

You may apply in person or download a driver application 
from our website.  All applications should be submitted to:  

Delivery Driver

Competitive Wages
Health Insurance

Paid Holidays Paid Time OffPaid Vacation
Profit Sharing      Store Discounts Much More!

Dan Uhlman, Manager
Ashland Lumber, 20 West St. Ashland, NH 03217

or email at duhlman@belletetes.com
E.O.E.

Our Ashland location is searching for an experienced contractor sales member of our 
Lumber & Building Materials Contractor Sales Team as well as with our Millwork dept. 
You will prepare quotes, orders, invoices, special orders and purchase orders. This 
position will also coordinate deliveries and returns as necessary. You will serve as a 
resource for the customer, helping them make selections and build their con�dence 
using your product knowledge and excellent customer service. Weekend hours 
required on a rotating basis.

Belletetes is a 5th generation, family-owned building materials supply company that 
has been in business for over 125 years. With 10 locations throughout NH and MA, we 
believe our employees are our biggest asset! When you join our team, you will be 
working in a family-friendly atmosphere where career growth is important, and we 
try to promote from within.

We o�er an industry leading bene�ts package that includes competitive wages, health 
insurance, life insurance, paid vacation, paid time-o�, paid holidays, paid bereavement 
leave, pro�t sharing, 401k and store discounts.

You may apply in person or download an application from our website.  All applications 
should be submitted to:

Lumber & Building Materials Contractor Sales

Dan Uhlman, General Manager
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com.

EOE

Volleyball Bears bounce back with win in Belmont

Joshua Spaulding

Alissa Jean bumps the ball up for a teammate during 
her team’s game with Trinity last week.

Joshua Spaulding

Abigail Meunier sets the ball during her team’s game 
against Trinity last Wednesday evening.

Salmonpress.com
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