
TILTON — Rep re-
sentatives from the New 
Hampshire Department of 
Education (NHED) recent-
ly visited the newly reno-
vated Winnisquam Career 
Center in Tilton, complet-
ing the Department’s final 
walk-through of the two-
year project. 

 Attached to Winn-
isquam Regional High 
School, the Winnisquam 

Career Center (WiCC) on 
West Main Street in Tilton 
recently finished an $11.2 
million construction proj-
ect designed to expand and 
strengthen its career and 
technical education pro-
grams. The upgraded fa-
cility enhances the integra-
tion of rigorous academic 
instruction with engaging 
technical training and em-
ployability skill develop-

ment.
 “With eight schools 

sending students to the 
Winnisquam Career Cen-
ter, it’s clear that today’s 
learners want hands-on 
experiences that go far be-
yond a classroom setting,” 
said Commissioner Caitlin 
D. Davis of NHED. “This 
renovated facility opens 
doors for students to ex-
plore real career pathways 
while earning industry 

and postsecondary creden-
tials. It gives them a true 
jump-start on their futures 
and helps build a stronger, 
more skilled workforce for 
New Hampshire.”

 The Winnisquam Ca-
reer Center offers five 
career and technical edu-
cation programs through a 
two-year program, which 
include:

 Animal Care and Man-
agement provides students 

with pet training, groom-
ing, pet first aid and CPR, 
animal diagnostics, basic 
livestock care, and more. 

Cosmetology teaches 
hair cutting, styling and 
coloring, as well as skin 
and nail care, makeup ap-
plication, and more.

Design, Create and Fab-
ricate provides students 
with shop and machine 
safety, blueprint read-
ing, proper use of indus-
try-grade equipment and 
tools, welding, advanced 

manufacturing, and more. 
Outdoor Resources and 

Recreation teaches trail 
building and maintenance, 
forest management, chain-
saw use, bike and ski tun-
ing, landscape construc-
tion, and more. 

Plant Science and Agri-
culture provides lessons on 
soil science, plant breed-
ing, floral design, green-
house operation and pro-
duction, apiculture, maple 
sugaring, hydroponics, and 

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

BELMONT — After 
struggling a bit to score 
runs in the opening round 
of the Division III tourna-
ment, the Belmont baseball 
team found the stroke in 
the quarterfinals on Satur-
day afternoon against Fall 
Mountain.

The Raiders erased a 1-0 
Wildcat lead with six runs 
in the bottom of the third 
inning and pulled away 
from there, picking up the 
11-1 win to earn a spot in 
the Division III semifinals.

“I’m so proud of this 
team and the effort they 
show up with every day,” 
said Belmont coach Matt 
LeBlanc. “They are an 
easy team to coach and 
they have so many people 

rooting for them. They’ve 
earned every win and de-
serve all the credit, they 
really do.”

Wyatt Divers got the 
start on the hill for Belmont 
and set the side down in or-
der in the top of the first. 
Divers and Wyatt Bamford 
both worked walks in the 
bottom of the frame and 
Jack Crockford was hit 
by a pitch to load the bas-
es with two outs, but the 
Raiders could not get the 
run home. Divers set the 
side down in order again 
in the top of the second and 
Brady Fysh was hit by a 
pitch in the bottom of the 
second but was stranded at 
first.

A single and an error 
allowed the Wildcats to 

push across a run in the 
top of the third before the 
Raiders came to life in the 
bottom of the frame. Div-
ers reached on an error and 
Bamford singled before 
Max Ryder reached on 
an error, allowing Divers 
to score to tie the game at 
one. Crockford was hit by 
a pitch again and a single 
from Sam Binder drove 
home Bamford to give 
Belmont the lead. Eddie 
Rochenski followed with 
a single to drive in Ryder 
and Crockford and after 
Fysh walked, Alex Rowley 
singled to center to drive 
in Binder and Rochenski 
to make it 6-1 after three 
innings.
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FRANKLIN — Frank-
lin Savings Bank proudly 
grants $5,000 to Lakes Re-
gion Community Develop-
ers (LRCD) Good Neigh-
bor Program, an initiative 
designed to strengthen 
families, build community 
connection, and help resi-
dents thrive.

 
The Good Neighbor 

Program provides LRCD 
residents with access to es-
sential resources, including 
financial education, health 
and wellness support, 
community engagement 
opportunities, and crisis-
prevention assistance. By 
bringing services directly 

to the neighborhoods they 
serve, LRCD helps ensure 
that individuals and fam-
ilies have the tools they 
need to build stability and 
longterm success.

 
“Lakes Region Com-

munity Developers play 
a vital role in creating 
healthy homes and vibrant 
communities throughout 
the region,” said Brian 
Bozak, President & CEO, 
Franklin Savings Bank. 
“Their Good Neighbor 
Program is a powerful ex-
ample of how thoughtful 
support can change lives. 
We are honored to contrib-

Winnisquam Career Center finishes 
extensive addition and renovation project

Franklin Opera 
House to hold Annual 
Membership Meeting, 

free performance!  
FRANKLIN — The Franklin Opera House is pleased 

to announce a special free performance of “Galileo: The 
Starry Messenger” on Saturday, July 11 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Franklin Public Library. This event featuring Michael 
Francis is offered with the assistance of NH Humanities 
To-Go, bringing highquality cultural programming di-
rectly to the community.  This community evening of en-
gagement is FREE and open to the public. 

The Annual Membership Meeting at 6 p.m. is open 
to all members and interested residents. Hear a review 
of the past season’s programs and accomplishments, 
along with updates on the ongoing capital campaign, fi-
nancial standing and operational updates. Learn about 
opportunities for community input and volunteer in-
volvement. 2026/2027 season programming will be an-
nounced. New members of the Franklin Opera House 
Board of Directors will also be elected. However, only 
the membership of Franklin Opera House Inc. can vote. 

For more information about the meeting, membership, 
or upcoming events, please contact the Franklin Opera 
House at info@franklinoperahouse.org or visit www.
FOHNH.org.

Franklin Savings Bank grants 
$5,000 to Lakes Region Community 
Developers Good Neighbor Program

Courtesy

Carmen Lorentz, Executive Director, Lakes Region 
Community Developers, with Brian Bozak, President 
& CEO, Franklin Savings Bank.

Raiders roll past Wildcats, on to Final Four

Joshua Spaulding

Jack Crockford fires a throw across the diamond during action in the Division III 
quarterfinals on Saturday.

SEE GRANT, PAGE  A11

SEE RAIDERS, PAGE  A10

SEE CENTER, PAGE  A10



Canterbury Shaker Village
 invites guests to “ReDiscover Canterbury 

Shaker Village”

CANTERBURY — 
Canterbury Shaker Village 
is excited to invite our lo-
cal and regional visitors to 
“ReDiscover Canterbury 
Shaker Village” for the 
2026 season, offering new 
programming, active pres-
ervation projects, and fresh 
experiences for people to 
ReDiscover what’s special 
about this incredible Na-
tional Historic Landmark.

Canterbury Shaker Vil-
lage has long celebrated 
the innovative legacy of 
the Shakers who lived here 
for 200 years, their out-
sized impact on local and 
national history, and the

intentional communi-
ty they created. With the 
Shakers and Shakerism re-
ceiving a general increase 
in cultural exposure this 
winter with the release of 
Golden Globe-nominated 
film “The Testament of 
Ann Lee,” starring Aman-
da Seyfried, and new Shak-
er exhibitions at museums 
across the country, it was a 
great opportunity to open 
our doors for new people 
to discover this history for 
the first time, invite past 
guests and locals to redis-
cover their connection to 
this place, and provide new 
events and experiences to 
deepen everyone’s engage-
ment with the Village.

“For first time visitors, 
Canterbury offers a portal 
of discovery into an in-
triguing, historic

world, exploring how 
nearly 300 Shakers lived 
and worked together in 
community,” said

Manger of Communi-
cations and Engagement 
Garrett Bethmann. “Addi-
tionally, there are

many people who have 
deep, emotional ties to 
the Village, whether it 
be memories of the last 
generation of Sisters who 
lived here until 1992, or 
the sense of sanctuary that 
came with enjoying the 
serenity here. We hope we 
can inspire them rediscover 
why they initially were en-
ergized by the Village and 
connect them with who we 
are today as a museum and 
community.”

For all visitors, the sea-
son introduces new events 
and experiences designed 
to deepen

their engagement with 
the Village:

• An updated tour mod-
el provides a great intro-
duction to the Canterbury 
Shakers,

while giving guests the 
opportunity to follow their 
curiosity to different open 
spaces

and buildings.
• The Movers and Shak-

ers Trail Club is a monthly 
recreation group that en-
joys active

(walk/run/exercise) and 
creative (photography/
painting/reading) recre-
ation on the

trails, on the last Satur-
day of every month.

• A new Bee House ex-
hibition arriving this sum-
mer will highlight the agri-
cultural

history of the land and 
how the Shakers provided 
for themselves.• A pilot 
partnership with Sanborn 
Mills Farm activates the 
vegetable gardens and 
greenhouses with locally 
grown produce, with op-
portunities to view tradi-
tional farming techniques, 
like using livestock for 
tilling.

In addition to these pro-
grammatic additions, Can-
terbury Shaker Village is in 
an exciting

season of multiple pres-
ervation projects unfolding 
at once. Both the Meeting 
House (1792) and East 
House (1810) are under-
going significant preserva-
tion and restoration efforts, 
offering a rare opportuni-
ty for people to view this 
work in-person and under-
stand the craft and dedica-
tion it takes to keep these 
historic buildings fresh and 
thriving.

Canterbury Shaker Vil-
lage remains what it has 
long been, a place of fasci-
nating history,

innovation, and com-
munity. Whether the Vil-
lage has been sitting on 
someone’s “to-do” list for 
years, or it’s been years 
since a guest last visit-
ed, everyone is invited to 
ReDiscover Canterbury 
Shaker Village in 2026.

Canterbury Shaker Vil-
lage: https://www.shakers.
org/

Canterbury Shaker Vil-
lage, Inc., is an interna-
tionally-known non-profit 
museum founded in 1969 
to preserve the heritage of 
the Canterbury Shakers. 
Designated as a National 
Historic Landmark for its 
architectural integrity and 
significance, the Village 
has 25 restored original 
Shaker buildings, four re-
constructed Shaker build-
ings, and 694 acres of for-
ests, fields, gardens, nature 
trails, and mill ponds under 
permanent conservation 
easement. Tours, pro-
grams, exhibits, and events 
help visitors chart their 
own journey of simplicity, 
caring, and community.
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BELMONT POLICE LOG

LOW COST
SPAY/NEUTER

Rozzie May

Animal Alliance,
cats and dogs.

Cat Cab service available.
Military discounts.

Sign up on line
www.rozziemay.org
or call 603-447-1373

Harman’s
Vintage 2024

Aged Cheddar

June Weekends: 5-7, 12-14, 19-20
Artisan Open Air Market

10 am – 3 pm

LAND SURVEY
CIVIL ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENTAL
& PERMITTING

CALL US TODAY FOR A
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION!

SUITE 27-28
127 ROUTE 28
OSSIPEE NH

(603) 703-4767
www.strongtree.engineering

Thinking About Improving or Developing 
Your Property in the Lakes Region?

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BY DONALD CHAPMAN
President & Co-Founder, Strong Tree Engineering
For many property owners in New Hamp-
shire’s Lakes Region, land is more than just 
real estate — it’s legacy.
Whether it’s a family lot that’s been passed 
down for generations, a seasonal camp being 
converted into a year-round home, or raw 
land purchased with future plans in mind, 
many owners eventually reach a point where 
they start asking important questions:
• Can I subdivide my property?
• Can I build another home or accessory 
building on the lot?
• What permits are required?
• What happens if wetlands are involved?
• Can I improve my driveway or private road?
• Will I need stormwater management or 
septic approvals?
These are exactly the kinds of questions we 
help property owners answer every day at 
Strong Tree Engineering.
Across the Lakes Region, we continue to see 
strong interest in land development, home 
additions, subdivision planning, septic up-
grades, and property improvements. But 
many projects become more complicated 
than expected once local zoning, environ-
mental regulations, topography, drainage, 
wetlands, and permitting requirements en-
ter the picture.
That’s why early planning matters.
One of the most common mistakes prop-
erty owners make is investing significant 
time or money into a project before fully 
understanding site constraints or permit-
ting requirements. In many cases, a simple 
consultation with an experienced surveyor, 
engineer, or environmental professional 
early in the process can save substantial 
time, expense, and frustration later.
At Strong Tree Engineering, our Lakes Re-
gion office in Ossipee helps homeowners, 
developers, contractors, and landowners 
navigate projects such as:
• Boundary and topographic land surveys
• Lot subdivisions and boundary adjust-
ment plans
• Septic system design and upgrades
• Wetland delineations and environmental 
permitting

• Driveway and roadway design
• Stormwater management systems
• Site planning for new homes and additions
• Commercial and residential development 
projects
• Local, state, and shoreline permitting support
The Lakes Region presents unique engi-
neering and environmental challenges 
compared to many other parts of New 
England. Steep terrain, high groundwater, 
shoreline protection rules, wetlands, aging 
infrastructure, and rural access conditions 
all require thoughtful planning and experi-
enced local guidance.
At the same time, there are tremendous op-
portunities for responsible growth and prop-
erty improvement throughout the region.
Our philosophy at Strong Tree Engineering 
is simple: help clients move projects for-
ward efficiently while protecting the natural 
resources that make New Hampshire such a 
special place to live and invest.
Whether someone is planning a small 
residential improvement or a larger de-
velopment project, we believe good engi-
neering starts with listening, practical prob-
lem-solving, and clear communication.
Sometimes a project is more feasible than 
a property owner initially thought. Other 
times, there are legitimate site limitations 
that need to be understood before moving 
forward. Either way, having the right team 
involved early can make all the difference.
As a company, we are proud to have estab-
lished our Lakes Region office in Ossipee 
because we believe local knowledge and 
local relationships matter. We’re invested 
in helping property owners improve and 
maximize their land responsibly — while 
preserving the character and environmen-
tal quality of the communities we all value.
If you are considering a property improve-
ment, subdivision, new home, driveway, 
roadway, septic upgrade, or development 
project in the Lakes Region, Strong Tree 
Engineering is here to help.
Strong Tree Engineering
127 Route 28, Suite 27-28
Ossipee, NH
(603) 703-4767
www.strongtree.engineering

BELMONT — The Belmont Police Department re-
ported the following arrests during the week of May 25 
to June 1.

A 20-year-old female from Laconia was taken into 
protective custody for Unlawful Possession (of Alcohol) 
or/or Intoxication on May 26. A second 20-year-old fe-
male from Campton whose identity has been withheld 
from publication received a summons in lieu of arrest 
during the same incident for Unlawful Possession and/
or Intoxication.

Saxon Neil Gregory, age 30, of Concord was arrested 
on May 27 for DUI-Impairment.

William J. Sanborn, Jr., age 36, of Gilmanton was ar-
rested on May 27 for Criminal Threatening by Conduct 
and Harassment.

Brittany Alexis Freeman, age 29, of Franklin was ar-
rested on May 30 for Driving After Revocation or Sus-
pension of license (subsequent) and driving at a rate of 
speed 16-20 mph over a posted limit of 55 mph or less.



LOUDON—After more 
than 30 years serving New 
Hampshire homeowners 
and businesses, Lakes Re-
gion Heating & Air Con-
ditioning celebrated a new 
chapter with the grand 
opening and ribbon cutting 
of its new Loudon location 
on Friday, May 29.

The company, owned 
by Eric Grennell of Gil-
ford, recently relocated 
from Northfield to a new 
commercial property at the 
corner of Routes 106 and 
129 in Loudon. The event 
featured an open house, 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
and barbecue for employ-
ees, customers and com-
munity members.

Grennell said the move 
marks not only a mile-
stone for the business, but 
also a celebration for the 
employees, customers and 
community members who 
helped the company grow 
from a one-man operation 
in Belmont into a regional 
HVAC company with ap-
proximately 25 employees.

“It’s a celebration for 
all the guys that helped get 
us where we are today,” 
Grennell said. “It’s a thank 
you to the public and to our 
crews.”

Grennell founded the 
company in 1992 after de-
ciding to strike out on his 
own following previous 
jobs in the HVAC indus-
try. He said his interest in 
heating and air condition-
ing began while attending 
Shawsheen Valley Techni-
cal High School in Biller-
ica, Massachusetts, where 
students rotated through 
vocational exploratory 
programs before selecting 
a trade.

“My destiny in life was 
probably to be some kind 
of heavy equipment oper-
ator,” Grennell said, not-
ing his father worked with 
dump trucks and excava-
tors. “But I liked doing 
the HVAC better, so that’s 
what I stuck with.”

The company official-
ly incorporated in 1994 
and initially operated out 
of Belmont before even-
tually relocating to North-
field, where it remained for 
roughly 20 years. In its ear-
ly years, Grennell said the 
company accepted work 
throughout New England, 
including projects for Han-
naford supermarkets across 

multiple states.
Over time, however, the 

business established itself 
more firmly in the Lakes 
Region community and 
shifted its focus closer to 
home.

“It took us a long time 
to break in and not be the 
new guys anymore,” Gren-
nell said. “Now, we’re the 
old guys.”

Grennell said one of 
the company’s biggest 
strengths has been its de-
cision to remain focused 
solely on heating and air 
conditioning rather than 
branching into unrelated 
trades.

“You stick with what 
you do best,” he said. “You 
train your crews to do heat-
ing and air conditioning, 
and that’s all they have to 
think about.”

The Loudon property 
provides several advan-
tages over the previous 
Northfield location, which 
was located in a residential 
zone, according to Gren-
nell. Located in a commer-
cial district with easy high-
way access, the new site 
offers increased visibility, 
room for expansion and 
additional storage space.

“We have a lot more ex-
posure to the general pub-

lic,” Grennell said.
The property also in-

cludes a second building 
that could support future 
growth if needed.

Grennell said the HVAC 
industry itself has changed 
dramatically since he en-
tered the field in the early 
1990s, particularly with 
advances in technology.

“The biggest thing is 
how everything is run by 
computers now,” he said. 
“Wi-Fi access on your 
phone, Bluetooth, smart 
thermostats — it’s really 
the technology part of it 
that keeps advancing.”

He said customers are 
increasingly interested in 
mini-split systems, energy 
efficiency and improved 
indoor air quality through 
advanced filtration and hu-
midity control systems.

While the company 
primarily focuses on res-
idential work today, it has 
also completed large-scale 
commercial and luxury 
residential projects over the 
years, including work on 
some of the largest homes 
around Lake Winnipesau-
kee and Lake Sunapee.

Grennell said the com-
pany’s reputation has large-
ly been built through word 
of mouth rather than tradi-

tional advertising. “We’ve 
had customers and builders 
we’ve worked with for 20 
years or more,” he added.

That long-term loyalty 

extends to employees as 
well. Several staff mem-
bers have been with the 
company for more than 
two decades. “Without 

them, we wouldn’t be 
here,” Grennell said.

Grennell also empha-
sized the importance of 
skilled trades and work-
force development, saying 
the industry offers strong 
career opportunities for 
people who may not want 
to pursue a traditional col-
lege path.

“Not every kid needs 
to go to college,” he said. 
“You’ve got guys in the 
trades buying houses at 
25 years old without the 
college debt hanging over 
their heads.”

Grennell has been in-
volved nationally through 
the Air Conditioning Con-
tractors of America, a 
Washington, D.C., based 
organization that helps de-
velop industry standards. 
He said workforce shortag-
es and technical education 
have become major discus-
sion points nationwide.

As the company settles 
into its new Loudon loca-
tion, Grennell said the fo-
cus remains on continued 
growth while maintaining 
the quality and customer 
service the company has 
built its reputation on for 
more than three decades.

“We try to make it right 
no matter what it takes,” he 
said.

Learn more about Lakes 
Region Heating & Air 
Conditioning at https://lrh-
vac.com/.
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After 30 years, Lakes Region Heating & Air 
Conditioning celebrates expansion to Loudon

HIGHEST PRICES PAID
All US and foreign silver and gold coins, estate jewelry, 

scrap gold, diamonds. Free oral appraisals. 
NORTH COUNTRY COINS. 

Main St., Plymouth, NH 536-2625.

Attorney Ora Schwartzberg
572 Tenney Mountain Hwy, Plymouth, NH 03264

603-536-2700 | www.NHLawyer.net

We provide the tools to pass on
your property

and your wisdom
to the ones you love.

MOST ITEMS 50% OFF ALL PURCHASES
SOME OWNER FINANCE AVAILABLE

If you do craft fairs or flea markets, we would love to talk to you
good deals and lots of things you can use

last day April 17. 

Ossipee Owl

OPEN 10 am  to 5 pm  Monday-Thursday-Friday and Saturday
485 Rte 16 Ossipee, NH  •  603-539-4296

Used Books and Things

GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS

SALE

EVERYTHING 
MUST GO

20,000 used books craft supplies,
glassware, table runners, tools, store 

fixtures, bookcases, tables,
glass floor jewelry cases 

Courtesy

Eric Grennell of Gilford, owner of Lakes Region Heating & Air Conditioning, cuts the ribbon on a new location 
for the 30-year-old business in Loudon.

Local student earns  
Dean’s List recognition at 

Norwich University
NORTHFIELD, Vt. — Norwich University is 
pleased to announce that Nathaniel Hashem of Til-
ton has been recognized on the Dean’s List at Nor-
wich University for the Spring 2026 semester: 

Dean’s List recognition is awarded to full-time under-
graduate students who achieve a semester grade point 
average of 3.4 or higher, acknowledging sustained aca-
demic achievement and dedication to scholarly success. 

About Norwich University 

Norwich University is a diversified academic institution 
that educates traditional-age students and adults in a Corps 
of Cadets and as civilians. Norwich offers a broad selec-
tion of traditional and distance-learning programs culmi-
nating in baccalaureate and graduate degrees. Norwich 
University was founded in 1819 by Captain Alden Par-
tridge of the U.S. Army and is the oldest private military 
college in the United States of America. Norwich is one of 
our nation’s six senior military colleges and the birthplace 
of the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC). www.
norwich.edu



Opinion Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone 

number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only the 
author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted 
without all of the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our 
requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for 
any reason he or she might deem appropriate.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Undefeated
The Laconia Lacrosse Club’s 10U girls’ red team finished their regular season Sunday undefeated with a 
13-8 win over Merrimack to put them at a perfect 8-0 on the year in the state’s top division of girls’ youth 
lacrosse. All spring they’ve played fantastic defense, had a relentless attack on goal, and used teamwork 
to outplay their opponents from across the state, including Nashua, Concord, Hanover, Hollis-Brookline, 
Plymouth, and Timberlane. They’ve also had a ton of fun as a group. Pictured are Rosemary Todd, Maddie 
Dionne, Eve Greeley, Eloise Paquette, Sofia Cardona-Swain, Maddie McNulty, Brooke Demmons, Layne 
Smith, Mya Yeakel-Curry, Karmella Gilpin, Nora Wardwell, and Amelia Breton.

An investment 
that will pay off
The Winnisquam Career Center is more than a reno-

vated building. It is a statement about what communities 
value and how they choose to invest in the future.

For generations, conversations about education have 
too often created a false choice. Students were encour-
aged to pursue a traditional four-year college path, while 
career and technical education was sometimes viewed as 
a secondary option. That mindset no longer reflects real-
ity. Today’s economy demands skilled workers in fields 
ranging from advanced manufacturing and agriculture to 
cosmetology, recreation management, and animal care. 
These careers are essential, rewarding, and increasingly 
in demand.

The completion of the $11.2 million renovation at the 
Winnisquam Career Center represents a recognition of 
that reality. The expanded facility provides students with 
opportunities to gain hands-on experience, earn industry 
credentials, and explore career paths while still in high 
school. Just as importantly, it allows students to connect 
classroom learning with practical application, helping 
them understand not only what they are learning, but why 
it matters.

The numbers tell an encouraging story. Enrollment is 
projected to grow from 120 students to approximately 184 
students by the fall of 2026. Those students will come not 
only from Winnisquam Regional High School but from 
surrounding districts across the region. That level of in-
terest demonstrates that young people are eager for edu-
cational experiences that blend academics with real-world 
skills.

What makes the center especially valuable is the di-
versity of opportunities it offers. Students can learn weld-
ing and advanced manufacturing techniques, study plant 
science and agriculture, gain experience in animal care, 
develop cosmetology skills, or explore careers connected 
to outdoor recreation and natural resources. These are not 
niche programs. They reflect significant sectors of New 
Hampshire’s economy and provide pathways to both em-
ployment and continued education.

The renovation also highlights the value of partner-
ship. State funding covered approximately 70 percent of 
the project’s cost, while local communities provided the 
remainder. That investment reflects a shared understand-
ing that workforce development benefits everyone. Em-
ployers gain access to better-prepared workers. Commu-
nities strengthen their local economies. Students graduate 
with clearer career goals and practical skills that can serve 
them throughout their lives.

Perhaps the most important aspect of career and tech-
nical education is the confidence it builds. Students who 
may struggle to connect with traditional classroom in-
struction often thrive when they can apply concepts in a 
hands-on setting. They discover talents they did not know 
they possessed. They learn problem-solving, teamwork, 
communication, and responsibility. Those lessons extend 
far beyond any specific trade or profession.

The renovated Winnisquam Career Center also serves 
as a reminder that education is not one-size-fits-all. Suc-
cess can take many forms. For some students, these pro-
grams will lead directly to employment. For others, they 
will provide a foundation for college or specialized train-
ing. Both outcomes are valuable.

As New Hampshire continues to face workforce short-
ages across multiple industries, investments like this one 
become increasingly important. They help bridge the gap 
between education and employment while giving students 
meaningful opportunities to build productive futures.

The Winnisquam Career Center’s new facility is cer-
tainly an impressive building. More importantly, it is 
a place where students can discover passions, develop 
skills, and prepare for the opportunities ahead. That is an 
investment that will continue paying dividends for de-
cades to come.

BY MARTHA SWATS

Owner/Administrator

Comfort Keepers

A big piece of the puz-
zle

When it comes to feeling 
our happiest and healthiest, 
two of the most significant 
factors are undoubtedly 
physical and mental well-
being. There’s no question 
that staying fit, following 
a healthy diet, and keeping 
the brain sharp, are pivotal 
in shaping the way we live 
our lives. But what about 

social wellness? Often de-
scribed as one’s ability to 
communicate and main-
tain meaningful relation-
ships with others, social 
wellness is just as vital as 
physical and mental well-
ness, and requires the same 
level of maintenance. As 
we age, it’s especially im-
portant that we foster pos-
itive social engagement to 
not only safeguard against 
isolation, but to also im-
prove various aspects of 
our physical health. 

Why is it important?
Let’s face it, almost ev-

ery aspect of life changes 
as we reach our senior 
years. Children may move 
out of state, friends and 
family may pass away, and 
certain health conditions 
may make it harder to ful-
ly enjoy the things we love 
doing. And as these chang-
es occur, it’s important that 
we talk about them. With-
out a support system of 
friends and family in place, 
many of life’s events can 
slowly begin to take their 

toll on us and potentially 
lead to a downward spiral 
of loneliness, isolation, and 
even major depression. 
But by nurturing current 
relationships and taking 
steps to build new ones, 
seniors can create a reli-
able network that allows 
them to learn new skills, 
view things from different 
perspectives, and see how 
others effectively manage 
the challenges of aging.

The older I get, the 
more interested I become 
in places that don’t appear 
on postcards.

Not the famous over-
looks. Not the covered 
bridges everyone pho-
tographs. Not the lake-
side docks at sunset. I’m 
talking about the places in 
between. The little stretch-
es of road where nobody 
stops unless they live 
there. The side streets lined 
with modest homes and 
well-worn mailboxes. The 
forgotten corners of town 
where a rusted basket-
ball hoop still stands over 
a cracked driveway and 
someone has been planting 
the same row of tomatoes 
every summer for thirty 
years.

When visitors come 
to New Hampshire, they 
understandably head for 
the places that make trav-
el brochures. The White 
Mountains. The Lakes 
Region. The villages with 
church steeples and flower 
boxes. They’re beautiful 
places. We should be proud 
of them. But if you really 
want to understand a town, 
you have to spend time in 
the parts nobody advertis-
es.

A few weeks ago, I 
found myself taking a 
wrong turn while driving 

through a 
town I’ve 
visited doz-
ens of times. 
Instead of 
t u r n i n g 
around immediately, I kept 
going. I passed a tiny cem-
etery tucked behind a stand 
of pine trees. There were 
maybe twenty headstones, 
some so weathered that 
the names had nearly dis-
appeared. A few hundred 
yards farther along was an 
old red barn leaning slight-
ly to one side, as though it 
had spent decades fighting 
New Hampshire winters 
and was finally getting 
tired. There was no his-
torical marker. No tourist 
attraction. No scenic over-
look. Just a quiet corner 
of the world that had been 
there all along. 

It occurred to me that 
every town has places like 
that. They’re easy to miss 
because they aren’t trying 
to get our attention. The 
older general store that 
survives despite bigger 
competition. The road that 
follows a river but never 
appears in guidebooks. 
The little park bench that 
offers a better view than 
some of the state’s more 
famous destinations. Most 
communities are built from 
these overlooked pieces.

We tend to 
define places 
by their land-
marks, but 
people actually 
live their lives 

in the ordinary spaces. No-
body remembers a town 
because of its water tower. 
They remember the street 
where they learned to ride 
a bicycle. The neighbor-
hood where they shoveled 
snow for a neighbor. The 
back road they drove home 
on after a high school 
football game. The corner 
where they waved to the 
same crossing guard every 
morning.

When my children were 
growing up, family road 
trips often involved com-
plaints from the back seat.

“Are we there yet?”
At the time, I under-

stood the question. Kids 
are naturally focused on 
destinations. Adults aren’t 
much different. We’re al-
ways headed somewhere. 
The next meeting. The 
next project. The next hol-
iday. The next weekend. 
We spend so much ener-
gy looking ahead that we 
sometimes overlook the 
landscape we’re already 
standing in.

One of the advantages 
of getting older is that you 
become a little less con-

cerned with arrival. You 
start paying attention to the 
route. You notice things. 
A handmade sign for a 
church supper. A farmer 
repairing a fence. An old 
maple tree that must have 
witnessed a century of 
seasons. A porch light left 
on for someone expected 
home late. These details 
rarely seem important at 
the time. Yet they’re often 
the things we remember 
years later. I suspect that’s 
true of communities as 
well.

The character of a town 
isn’t found in its most pho-
tographed location. It’s 
found in the collection 
of ordinary moments un-
folding quietly every day. 
In the streets that aren’t 
famous. In the buildings 
that aren’t historic. In the 
people who show up, help 
out, wave hello, and go 
about their business with-
out much fanfare. Those 
are the towns between 
the towns. The places that 
don’t attract much atten-
tion, but somehow end up 
meaning the most.

And if you’re lucky 
enough to live in New 
Hampshire, they’re never 
very far away. Sometimes, 
all it takes is a wrong turn 
to find them.

By CHIPPY

Kind Folks,
Cold Winters

The towns between the towns

• �omfort �eepers •
Social wellness and its benefits to seniors

SEE COMFORT PAGE A5



BY MILTON WOOLFENDEN

Contributing Writer

BELMONT — On 
Wednesday afternoon, an-
other chapter was etched 
in the Belmont vs. Win-
nisquam rivalry as the 
third-seeded Red Raiders 
barely survived against the 
14th-seeded Bears to ad-
vance to the quarterfinals 
of the Division III tourna-
ment in an instant classic.

With the teams sepa-
rated by only seven miles, 
fans from each side packed 
the stands and made their 
presence known.

Starting the game, Wy-
att Divers took the mound 
for the Red Raiders and 
immediately sent the sig-
nal that the Bears would 
have to work every hit, as 
he faced four batters and 
recorded three strikeouts.

As the Red Raiders 
grabbed the bats for the 
first time, Division III 
Player of the Year Brayden 
Townsend led off the in-
ning by lacing the ball 
down the right field for a 
triple as Bears pitcher Car-
ter Lloyd was already in 
his first jam of the day.

After a groundout by 
Divers, Wyatt Bamford got 
the ball into the outfield 
to drive Townsend home 
and give the Red Raiders 

the early 1-0 lead. Lloyd 
would get the next two bat-
ters out, but the Bears now 
found themselves trailing.

“We’ve got a young 
team”, Bears head coach 
Frank Caruso said. “But 
we played one of the 
toughest schedules, so 
even though we’re young, 
those tough games made 
it so we weren’t scared of 
trailing”.

In the bottom of the sec-
ond, after singles by Sam 
Binder and Alex Rowley 
and deciding to intention-
ally walk Townsend, the 
Red Raiders had bases 
loaded with two outs.

“They know our lineup 
really well, and making 
the decision to intention-
ally walk Townsend shows 
they respect his ability,” 
Red Raiders head coach 
Matt LeBlanc said. 

A groundout by Divers 
got the Bears out of the 
inning, and the score re-
mained 1-0.

In the bottom of the 
third, with runners on the 
corners, a strikeout by 
Lloyd on Eddie Rochenski 
once again got the Bears 
out of trouble.

In the top of the fourth, 
the Bears got their first 
bases-loaded opportunity 
of the game, and the Red 

Raider defense had to truly 
lock in for the first time in 
the game.

“Winnisquam’s a well-
coached, solid team, and 
we knew they were going 
to give us everything and 
make us work just like we 
were going to make them 
work,” LeBlanc said.

However, a groundout 
by Danny Blodgett-Fralic 
saw the Red Raiders main-
tain their 1-0 lead.

“We got a little un-
lucky,” Caruso said. “But 
we were keeping it close 
and with Carter on the 
mound, we knew we had a 
chance.”

A blast by Bamford to 
start the bottom of the fifth 
had Red Raiders fans on 
their feet, but Jacoby Keith 
made the catch on the 
warning track for the out. 
While the team was able to 
get two men on base, they 
failed to convert as the 
score remained 1-0.

Following a leadoff 
single by Evan Cote to 
start the top of the sixth, 
Dio Katsigiannis dropped 
down a bunt. While Divers 
made the scoop he slipped 
on the mound, allowing 
Katsigiannis to make it to 
first as the Bears now had 
two men on with no outs.

However, two ground-

outs and a strikeout once 
again saw the Bears un-
able to convert and the Red 
Raiders escape danger.

After Brady Fysh and 
Rowley both successfully 
got on base, the Bears once 
again chose to intentional-
ly walk Townsend, loading 
the bases with no outs.

“When the bottom of 
our order is hitting and 
making contact the way 
they were, we tend to put 
up some serious runs,” 
LeBlanc said. “So, to keep 
the game so close just 
shows how stellar their 
defense and pitching was 
today”.

After Divers struck out, 
a play at the plate saw Fysh 
get tagged out, keeping it 
1-0 but you could tell the 
Red Raiders smelled op-
portunity.

An errant pitch by Lloyd 

got past Blodgett-Fralic as 
Rowley raced home and 
gave the Red Raiders their 
second run of the day. A 
groundout by Max Ryder 
got the Bears out of the in-
ning.

With their season on the 
line, the Bears had every 
intention of playing until 
the final out.

“There’s no quit in these 
guys,” Caruso said. “They 
play one hundred percent 
no matter what.”

The Bears got runners 
on first and second as 
LeBlanc made a pitching 
change, handing the ball 
to Bamford while Divers 
took over for Townsend 
behind the plate.

A single by Kellan Hil-
liker drove Cote in and 
suddenly it was a one-run 
game. Back-to-back walks 
saw the Bears load the bas-

es with two outs.
Another mound visit by 

LeBlanc saw him go back 
to Divers, who, despite 
being pulled as pitcher, be-
cause he remained in the 
game as a position player, 
was able to return to the 
mound.

A popout to Fysh by 
Lloyd gave the Red Raid-
ers the win and a trip to the 
quarterfinals.

While not the result they 
wanted, Caruso was proud 
of his team’s performance.

“We’ve got a young 
team so we’ll build off this 
and I think we’re going to 
be back and cause some 
people some headaches in 
the future,” Caruso said.

In the other dugout, 
LaBlanc was happy to ad-
vance, but knows the road 
only gets tougher from 
here.

“We earned it today and 
we’re going to have to go 
and earn it again if we want 
to be part of the final four,” 
LeBlanc said.

After beating Fall 
Mountain on Saturday 
(separate story) the Red 
Raiders were back in ac-
tion on Tuesday, June 9, in 
the Division III semifinals. 
The finals are set for Satur-
day, June 13, in Manches-
ter.
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Though it may go with-
out saying, maintaining so-
cial wellness brings about 
a number of other health 
benefits as well. Not only 
can it help strengthen our 
immune system, but it can 
lead to better sleep and 
increased productivity. 
Studies also show that in-
creased socialization can 
enhance our cognitive abil-
ities and even reduce our 
risk of Alzheimer’s and de-
mentia. In fact, one study 
showed that socially active 
seniors had a 70% lower 
rate of cognitive decline 
than those who were less 
socialized.

What can seniors do?
One of the barriers some 

seniors may face is that 
they may not know what 
opportunities are available 
to them. That’s why we’ve 
put together a list of some 
of the ways seniors can be-
gin to build and maintain 
their social connections:

Volunteer, or become 
involved in community ef-
forts and activities.

Join a senior center, and 
make connections with 
like-minded individuals.

Continue learning 
through online courses or 
those offered by universi-
ties and community col-
leges.

Find a new hobby or in-

terest, or revisit old ones.
Invite a friend or friends 

over for coffee or tea.
Take a part-time job.
Offer assistance to 

someone in the family.
Join an exercise group 

or class. 
Reach out to those at a 

church, synagogue, tem-
ple, or other place of wor-
ship to sign up for upcom-
ing events.

Utilize social media to 
stay connected with friends 
and families (near and far).

Comfort Keepers® can 
help

At Comfort Keepers®, 
we understand the impor-
tance of maintaining social 
wellness and the value it 
can bring to seniors’ lives. 
Our trusted caregivers not 
only provide meaningful 
companionship, but they 
can also help in getting 
seniors to and from places 
they need to go. Whether 
it’s a trip to the senior cen-
ter to visit friends, or to the 
local college for a week-
ly class, we’ll be there to 
help. We also offer tech-
nology solutions that can 
enhance socialization and 
keep seniors connected to 
their loved ones. For more 
information about Comfort 
Keepers’ services, reach 
out to your local office to-
day.

About Comfort Keepers

Comfort Keepers is a 
trusted provider of medical 
and non-medical in-home 
care, helping seniors and 
adults live safely, inde-
pendently, and with dig-
nity. Our comprehensive 
services include compan-
ionship, transportation, 
housekeeping, meal prepa-
ration, personal care, mo-
bility assistance, private 
duty nursing, Live in and 
24/7 caregiving. We also 
offer Comfort360™ Alert, 
part of our innovative 
Comfort360™ suite, deliv-
ering 24/7 response, pro-
active support, and added 
peace of mind for clients 
and families. Proudly serv-
ing New Hampshire since 
2005, Comfort Keepers 
is committed to elevating 
the human spirit through 
compassionate, personal-
ized care. To learn more, 
call 603-536-6060 or visit 
NHComfortKeepers.com.

References:
Psychology Today. 

“The Health Benefits of 
Socializing” by Angela 
K. Troyer Ph.D. C. Psych. 
Web. 2018.

Everyday Health. “How 
to Stay Socially Engaged 
as You Age” by Krisha Mc-
Coy. Web. 2018.

How Stuff Works – 
Health. “Top 5 Ways for 
the Aging to Remain So-
cially Engaged” Web. 
2018.

Stone Wall
Repair

Tony Luongo

603-707-2727

Fieldstone/Granite
35 years experience

At Comfort Keepers®, we provide 
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Belmont-Winnisquam rivalry
 takes center stage in playoff battle

Beckett 
Nichole 

Gilbert of 
Belmont 
named to 
Clarkson 

University’s 
Dean’s List

POTSDAM, N.Y. — Beckett Nichole Gilbert of Bel-
mont, a freshman majoring in mechanical engineering, 
was named to the Dean’s List for the Spring 2026 semes-
ter at Clarkson University.

Dean’s List students must achieve a minimum 3.25 
grade-point average and also carry at least 14 credit hours.

Clarkson University is a proven leader in technological 
education, research, innovation and sustainable econom-
ic development. With its main campus in Potsdam, N.Y., 
and additional graduate program and research facilities in 
the Capital Region and Hudson Valley, Clarkson faculty 
have a direct impact on more than 7,800 students annually 
through nationally recognized undergraduate and gradu-
ate STEM designated degrees in engineering, business, 
science and health professions; executive education, in-
dustry-relevant credentials and K-12 STEM programs. 
Alumni earn salaries among the top 2% in the nation: 
one in five already leads in the c-suite. To learn more, go 
to www.clarkson.edu.
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Each year, garden-
ing enthusiasts anxiously 
await the arrival of spring. 
Spring is a great season to 
plant new flowers, plants, 
grasses, and trees, making 
it a popular time of year to 
spend sunny days out in the 
yard.

Veteran gardeners may 
know their landscapes well 
and be able to pick the right 
plants on their own. Novic-
es may need a little help 
as they look to give their 
landscapes a whole new 
look. The following are 
some helpful tips to help 
homeowners pick the right 

plants for their landscapes.
• Conduct a site eval-

uation. A colorful land-
scape featuring an array of 
plants and flowers can be 
eye-catching and add curb 
appeal to a property. How-
ever, where plants will 
be planted is a significant 
variable that must be con-
sidered before homeown-
ers choose what to plant. 
The Center for Agriculture, 
Food, and the Environment 
at the University of Massa-
chusetts Amherst notes that 
site evaluation is the first 
step when picking plants. A 
number of factors must be 
evaluated, including light 

availability; water avail-
ability; exposure to the ele-
ments, including wind and 
extreme temperatures; and 
competition from existing 
vegetation, among other 
things. Document these 
variables prior to picking 
plants. For example, take 
note of the area you plan to 
plant to see if it is full sun 
or partial shade, and then 
pick plants whose growing 
conditions align with those 
you observe.

• Look at more than 
looks. Aesthetic appeal 
might be what homeown-
ers most desire from their 
landscapes, but that appeal 

is only achieved when the 
right plants are chosen for 
a space. If the wrong plants 

are chosen, they’re unlike-
ly to thrive or they could 
threaten existing vegeta-
tion, thus compromising 
the overall appeal of the 
property. Native plants can 
often handle local weath-
er conditions, so prioritize 
natives over more exotic 
plants whose key attri-
bute is aesthetic appeal. 
If jaw-dropping aesthetic 
appeal is your top priority, 
speak with a local land-
scaping professional about 
which natives can provide 
that without compromising 
surrounding vegetation.

• Consider maintenance 
prior to planting. Mainte-
nance is another variable 
gardeners must consider. 
Newly planted trees may 
require substantial water-
ing until they’ve fully es-
tablished their roots, and 
some homeowners may 
not have time for that. In 
addition, certain plants 
may require a considerable 
amount of pruning in order 
to create and maintain the 
look homeowners desire. 

Individuals must be willing 
to invest the time and effort 
necessary to maintain new 
plantings that require such 
diligence. If not, look for 
plants that don’t require 
much maintenance while 
keeping in mind that even 
low-maintenance plants 
still require some effort 
and attention.

• Consider local wild-
life. If your lawn is routine-
ly visited by local wildlife, 
then look for plants that 
won’t look like a meal to 
these welcome, if uninvit-
ed, guests. For example, 
if you routinely see deer 
lounging around in your 
backyard, look for deer-re-
sistant plants. This is a 
good way to protect your 
investment, of both time 
and money, and ensure 
minimal wildlife traffic 
through your newly land-
scaped yard.

Spring gardens are 
awe-inspiring, especially 
when homeowners em-
brace various strategies for 
successful planting.  

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

ALTON — The Pros-
pect Mountain softball 
team plated four runs in the 
bottom of the first inning 
and that was all they would 
need in the Division III 
quarterfinals on Saturday 
morning, as the Timber 
Wolves picked up an 8-0 

win over visiting Belmont 
to advance to the Final 
Four.

Prospect added a run in 
the bottom of the second 
inning and added two more 
in the bottom of the third 
before scoring their final 
run in the bottom of the 
fifth inning.

Timber Wolf pitcher 

Sophia Bowman struck 
out the side in the top of 
the first inning and the 
Timber Wolves got on the 
board in the bottom of 
the inning. With one out, 
Paige Harding reached on 
an error and Paityn Glid-
den followed with a homer 
over the fence in left field 
for the 2-0 lead. Kylee 

Guptill and Bowman both 
worked walks and after 
Taylor Greenwood reached 
on a fielder’s choice, Lei-
la Hillsgrove was hit by 
a pitch to load the bases 
and a single from Ashlynn 
Roberts gave the Timber 
Wolves the 4-0 lead.

Lyla McSheffrey and 
Molly O’Connell worked 
walks to open the top of the 
second inning before Bow-
man came back and struck 
out the next three hitters. 
Glidden then launched her 
second homer of the game 
in the bottom of the second 
with two outs and Guptill 
followed with a double. 
However, Belmont pitch-
er Bailey Perkins got out 
of the inning by inducing 
a groundout. Bowman set 
the side in order in the top 
of the third.

In the bottom of the 
third, Greenwood reached 
on an error and stole third 
and Hillsgrove worked a 
walk. Greenwood scored 
on a wild pitch and Roberts 
and Kourtney Kaplan had 

base hits before Perkins got 
a pair of grounders to force 
runners at home. Kaplan 
scored on a wild pitch for 
the 7-0 lead and the Raid-
ers walked Glidden inten-
tionally before Perkins got 
a groundout to second to 
end the inning.

Bowman set the side 
down in order in the top 
of the fourth inning and 
Perkins worked around a 
two-out walk in the bottom 
of the inning. Bowman set 
the Raiders down in order 
in the top of the fifth and 
Prospect added to the lead 
in the bottom of the fifth.

With two outs, Harding 
homered over the fence 
in center to make it 8-0 
and walks to Glidden and 
Bowman and a single from 
Guptill loaded the bases, 
but Perkins got a ground-
out to end the inning.

Perkins picked up Bel-
mont’s first hit of the game 
with two outs in the top of 
the sixth inning, but the 
Raiders could not push the 
run across. Perkins then 

retired the side in order in 
the bottom of the sixth and 
Lyla McSheffrey led off 
the top of the seventh with 
a single and O’Connell 
worked a walk. However, 
a pickoff, a strikeout and a 
groundout ended the game 
with the Timber Wolves 
taking the 8-0 win to ad-
vance back to the Division 
III semifinals.

Prospect Mountain 
moved on to the Division 
III Final Four, taking on 
White Mountains after 
deadline on Wednesday in 
Holderness. The finals are 
set for Saturday, June 13, 
at 4:30 p.m. in Holderness.

Belmont finished the 
regular season at 9-7 to 
earn the 10th seed in the 
Division III tournament 
and upset Fall Mountain 
in the opening round of the 
tournament.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.
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Dock Repair & Construction
Piling Docks • Breakwaters

Seasonal Lift Up Docks
Island and Shoreline Septic Systems
Island and Shoreline Landscaping

Materials Delivered Raised Beaches
 Island and Shoreline Site Work

BLACK DIAMOND 
BARGE CO.

Lake Winnipesaukee, NH 
Jim Bean, Owner

603-455-5700 cell • 603-569-4545 office
Email: blackdiamondbarge@roadrunner.com

blackdiamondbarge.com

MOUNTAINSIDEEXCAVATIONNH.COM
JIMBEAN@ROADRUNNER.COM

603-569-4545

EXCAVATIONEXCAVATION
LOT CLEARINGLOT CLEARING

FOUNFOUNDATION PREPDATION PREP

PATIOS AND STONEWALLSPATIOS AND STONEWALLS
SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATIONSEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATION

AND REPAIRAND REPAIR

From site development and earth-moving 
projects like lot clearing, foundation 

digging, and septic systems to finish work 
like driveway installation, hardscaping,  

and new lawns.

Raiders fall short in quarterfinal battle in Alton

Joshua Spaulding

Molly O’Connell reaches up to snare the ball in shallow center field in action 
against Prospect Mountain on Saturday.

Lyla McSheffrey runs between second and third during action against Prospect 
Mountain in the Division III quarterfinals.

Bailey Perkins fires a pitch for Belmont during Saturday’s quarterfinal battle in 
Alton.

Tips to pick the right plants for your landscape



REGION — Granite 

VNA’s Hospice Home & 
Garden Tour has become an 
annual can’t-miss summer 
event in the Lakes Region. 
This year’s tour showcases 
five beautiful, historic prop-
erties in Alton and Wolfe-
boro that are sure to “wow” 
visitors. The self-guided 
tour takes place Wednes-
day, July 15, from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m., and welcomes 
attendees to stroll through 
lush gardens, enjoy elegant 
interiors, and explore the 
history behind each unique 
property.

“Whether you are vis-
iting the Lakes Region for 
the day or a week, or if you 
live here, this tour should be 
on your calendar! Experi-
encing these unique homes, 
gardens, and beautiful sur-
roundings is simply the per-
fect way to spend a summer 
day,” said Granite VNA 
volunteer and tour commit-
tee co-chair Karen Haskell. 
“We are incredibly grateful 
to the property owners who 
open their doors to visitors 
and support Granite VNA 
community hospice ser-
vices. We also owe a big 
thank you our more than 
75 volunteers, sponsors 
and others, who make the 
tour possible. We can’t wait 
to welcome you into these 
gems of the Lakes Region.”

2026 Hospice Home 
& Garden Tour featured 
homes:

Home one, on the edge 
of Roberts Cove, offers a 
stunning interior featuring 
furnishings and décor from 
the southeast United States. 
The open-concept home 
features large living areas 
with scenic water views and 
a four-season porch pro-
viding a comfortable herb 
garden overlook. The home 
accommodates 18 people 
and comfortably welcomes 

large gatherings for relax-

ation in the walk-out game 
room or on the stone pa-
tio adjacent to the private 
beach where two docks of-
fer direct lake access and a 
view of Rattlesnake Island.

Home two, a warm lake-
front retreat, blends crafts-
manship, creativity, and a 
deep appreciation for the 
past set against stunning 
views of Lake Winnipesau-
kee. Antique clocks, sew-
ing machines, glass bottles, 
and repurposed treasures 
are woven throughout the 
home, alongside custom re-
claimed wood pieces. The 
first floor studio provides 
space for quilting, sewing, 
knitting, and crocheting. 
Now suited for modern liv-
ing, the home is built on the 
site of a 1940s camp which 

is honored with original 
stone from the property 
as part of the lakeside pa-
tio. Filled with reclaimed 
materials, vintage accents, 
and transom windows, this 
home draws from both the 
past and the present.

Home three, once a rus-
tic Camp Dewitt cottage, 
has been transformed into a 
light-filled retreat blending 
family history and timeless 
design. An open kitchen 
invites visitors to convene 
around a large island while 
artisan lighting, drawer 
pulls, and playful farm 
animal accents bring the 
home together. A piece by 
Maine artist Sarah Madei-
ra Day brings a whimsical 
feeling to the family room, 
complementing the original 
exposed beams, cozy tex-
tures, and ample sunlight 
that dapples every room.

Home four is a lakeside 
getaway, also situated on 
the site of Camp DeWitt. 
Since the home was last 
featured, the first floor has 
been refurbished to expand 
the living space, the kitch-
en has been updated to ac-
commodate a breakfast bar 
and comfortable seating, 
and a screen porch has been 
transformed into a sunroom 
for year-round enjoyment. 
The home showcases the 
owner’s acclaimed artwork 
created in her off-site stu-
dio, and is thoughtfully 
decorated with photos of 
antique boats, a collection 
of banjos, and a gorgeous 
piano.

Home five, just two 
miles from home four, 
houses home four’s off-

site art studio and tem-
perature-controlled vintage 
racing boat workshop. The 
owner’s artwork focus-
es on abstract landscapes 
done with watercolor on 
Yupo paper, a synthetic 
plastic surface that allows 
for bright colors and flexi-
ble techniques. In the boat 
workshop, visitors will find 
three vintage speedboats 
- Illusion and Compulsion, 
replicas of Gar Wood race 
boats originally built in the 
1930s, and Sassy, a Jersey 
Speed Skiff.

Tickets for the Hospice 
Home & Garden Tour are 
on sale now for $55 each 
and guests are encouraged 
to purchase tickets in ad-
vance – the tour often sells 
out. Tickets are available 
online and at Black’s Pa-
per & Gift Shop (cash sales 
only), 8 South Main Street 
in Wolfeboro. All proceeds 
benefit Granite VNA com-
munity hospice services.

In 2025, Granite VNA 
made 111,331 visits to 
6,096 home care patients 
in their homes, facilities, 
and retirement communi-

ties, as well as 28,176 vis-
its to 799 hospice patients 
in their homes, assisted 
living communities, retire-
ment communities, and 
skilled nursing facilities, 
and 11,507 visits to 419 
patients at Granite VNA 
Hospice House in Concord. 
Proceeds from the Hospice 
Home & Garden Tour di-
rectly benefit this work.

For additional informa-
tion about the 2026 Hos-
pice Home & Garden Tour, 
and to purchase tickets, 
visit www.granitevna.org/
hometour.
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GET $20
TOWARD NEW FISHING GEAR

When you trade in your lead (Pb) fishing sinkers 
or jigs at participating shops.

PARTICIPATING SHOPS:
2 Bros 24/7 NH Bait 
and Tackle
13 McLaren Ave
Nashua, NH 03060 
(603) 943-7276

Berry’s Bait
404 Main Street
Alton, NH 03810 
(603) 875-0169

LL Cote
7 Main Steet
Errol, NH 03579 
(603) 482-7777

Lopstick Outfitters
10 Metallak Place
Pittsburg, NH 03592 
(603) 538-6010

Newfound Sales & 
Trading Post
381 Lake Street #6
Bristol, NH 03222 
(603) 744-8658

Newhook’s Bait & Tackle
1763 US-302 UNIT 2
Lisbon, NH 03585 
(603) 838-8117

North Country Angler
2988 White Mountain Hwy
North Conway, NH 03860 
(603) 356-6000

Ossipee’s Bait and 
Tackle
306 Pine River Road
Effingham, NH 03882 
(603) 730-7674

Ray’s Corner Country 
Store
1156 West Milan Road
Milan, NH 03588 
(603) 449-2236

Rocky’s Ace Hardware
257 Newport Road
New London, NH 03257 
(603) 526-2800

Sam’s Outdoor Outfitters
74 Monadnock Highway
North Swanzey, NH 03431
(603) 352-6200

Squam Lake Boat Livery
853 US Route 3
Holderness, NH 03245 
(603) 968-7721

The Loon Center
183 Lees Mill Road
Moultonborough, NH 03254 
(603) 476-5666

Winnisquam Country 
Store
1021 Laconia Road
Tilton, NH 03276 
(207) 387-0075

4
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2
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13

14
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11
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9

Funding for the buyback 
program and this ad
is provided by the
Loon Preservation Committee

 *One trade-in voucher per customer.
Full trade-in details, list of participating
shops, disposal locations, and more at:
LOONSAFE.ORG

$100 AWARDED TO THE PARTICIPANT 
WITH THE LARGEST TRADE-IN OF ELIGIBLE 
TACKLE AT EACH PARTICIPATING SHOP*  
through December 31, 2026. See LOONSAFE.ORG for details.

TRADE-IN

THANK YOU FOR HELPING PROTECT 
NEW HAMPSHIRE LOONS FROM LEAD POISONING!
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Granite VNA Hospice Home & Garden 
Tour returns to Lakes Region July 15

Five waterfont properties will be showcased to support community hospice services

Courtesy

Home one, on the edge of Roberts Cove, is a spa-
cious, open-concept home with large living area, a 
four-season porch, and scenic water views. The home 
features a walk-out game room, stone patio, and pri-
vate beach with docks offering direct lake access and 
a view of Rattlesnake Island.

The kitchen of home two features soapstone counters 
that complement antique light fixtures, one of the 
many treasured and unique items featured throughout 
the property.

This spacious living room in home three features 
exposed beams from the original Camp DeWitt cot-
tage.

Home four offers a spacious sitting area filled with 
plants overlooking Roberts Cove.

Home five houses home four’s off-site art studio and 
temperature-controlled vintage racing boat workshop.



GILFORD — New Hampshire 4-H  
hosted  4-H Wildside: Trek to End Hunger 
on June 6 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Gun-
stock Mountain Resort, the event offered a 
free day of outdoor adventure, education, 
and service for youth and families.

Mike Harris the 4H Program Manager 
for the Belknap County  stated that the Event 
was a success.  Mike said that the event en-
gaged over 100 people and received more 
than 325 pounds of donated food that will 
be distributed to local food pantries. 

The event combined recreation and ser-
vice-learning to raise awareness about food 
insecurity while supporting hunger relief ef-
forts across the state. Participants explored 
activities at their own pace while engaging 
in hands-on projects, outdoor challenges, 
and educational experiences.

At the heart of the event was the Wild 
Miles Adventure Loop, where attendees 
walked a 1.125-mile trail while stopping 
at interactive stations focused on nutri-
tion, trail stewardship, and food insecurity 
awareness.

Additional activities included service 
projects such as assembling food donation 
bags and planting micro-green gardens, an 
outdoor recreation expo, a hands-on cook-
ing workshop with a shared meal, and a 
fishing workshop hosted by New Hamp-
shire Fish & Game.

Registered participants also had access to 
the Gunstock Mountain Coaster at no cost.

Mike Harris said 4 H was joined by 11 
organizations at the expo.  The expo part-
ners were Wildly Responsible, New En-
gland Mountain Bike Association, Granite 
Outdoor Alliance, UNH Recreation Man-
agement, and UNH Policy Department, 
The Cornucopia Project, Partnership for 
Public Health,  NH Beekeeping Associa-
tion, Highland Bike Part, Mount Washing-
ton Observatory, South East Land Trust of 
New Hampshire, NH Fish & Game, Barry 
Conservation Camp, and Gunstock Moun-
tain Resort.
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Bears edge Rams to 
advance to quarterfinals

WE DO IT ALL
WELL DRILLING        PUMP SYSTEMS

FILTERS

Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

PETS OF THE WEEK      

1305 Meredith Center Rd Laconia, NH 03246  •  (603) 524-9539

Meet Scrappy!Meet Laci!

Meet Scrappy - One half of the 
Dachshund Duo

Scrappy may have a bit of a “don’t mess 
with me” look at first glance, but don’t 
be fooled—this dachshund mix is a total 
softie at heart. Beneath that scrappy 
exterior is a lovable guy who’s just waiting 
to show off his sweet, easygoing side to 
the right person.

He’s a big fan of the simple joys in life: a 
good squeaky toy, some fresh air on a 
nice walk, and a cozy spot to relax by your 

side. Scrappy would be more than happy 
to be your daily sidekick—whether you’re 
out and about or just lounging at home, 
he’s happiest just being with his people.

Scrappy and his sister are also working 
on getting into their best shape, so they’ll 
need a forever home that’s committed to 
helping them stay healthy. A little extra 
exercise and mindful feeding will go a 
long way for this pair!

Scrappy does have a seizure disorder 
that is currently well-managed with 
medication. Because of this, his future 
family will need to be comfortable 
continuing his medication routine and 
staying on top of his care to keep him 
feeling his best. He doesn’t let it slow him 
down, and with the right support, he can 
continue to live a happy, full life.

If you’re looking for a loyal companion 
who’s equal parts laid-back and loving, 
Scrappy just might be your guy. He’s ready 
to drop the tough act and settle into a life 
full of comfort, care, and companionship.

Meet Laci - One half of the Dachshund Duo

Laci is a beautiful long-haired dachshund 
mix with a gentle soul and a touch of 
shyness that only makes her more 
endearing. She may take a little time 
to warm up to new people, but with 
patience and kindness, her sweet 
personality truly begins to shine.

Laci takes a lot of comfort in her brother 
Scrappy—she looks up to him and often 
follows his lead. If Scrappy decides you’re 

a friend, chances are Laci will start to feel 
the same way too. Watching her gain 
confidence and come out of her shell 
is incredibly rewarding, and she forms 
strong bonds with those she trusts.

This silly girl enjoys getting fresh air and 
would love a home where she can join 
you for peaceful walks and little outdoor 
adventures. She’s got a playful side that 
peeks through once she feels safe, and it’s 
sure to make you smile.

Laci may need some dental work down 
the line, so her future family should be 
prepared to keep an eye on her dental 
health and continue with any care she 
may need. With the right support, she’ll 
continue to thrive.

If you have a soft spot for the quieter ones 
and the patience to let her blossom at her 
own pace, Laci will reward you with a 
loyal, loving companionship—and maybe 
a few silly moments along the way.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

TILTON — It was a 
classic eight vs. nine first 
round tournament game as 
the Winnisquam softball 
team hosted Raymond on 
Wednesday, June 3. 

The Bears scored four 
runs in the fourth inning 
and held on tight to get the 
5-3 win over the Rams to 
advance to the Division III 
quarterfinals.

“This was a great soft-
ball game between two 
very good softball teams,” 
said Winnisquam coach 
Mark Dawalga. “Give 
Raymond credit, they nev-
er quit.”

The Bears got on the 
board first in the bottom of 
the fourth inning with two-
run singles from Hennessy 

Vieira and Aaylah Cartier 
leading the way. In the bot-
tom of the fifth, the Bears 
added to that lead, with Ad-
die Bernier driving a two-
out double to left to score 
Danica Weymouth, who 
had worked a walk.

“We knew Raymond 
was not going away easi-
ly,” Dawalga said. “They 
are a well-coached team.”

The Rams scored two 
runs in the top of the sixth 
inning to cut the lead to 
three and then loaded the 
bases in the top of the sev-
enth and got the tying run 
to second with one out. 
However, Weymouth was 
able to bear down, striking 
out the third hitter in the 
Raymond order and getting 
their cleanup hitter to pop 

up to end the game.
Weymouth allowed just 

two earned runs on five 
hits and struck out seven in 
earning the playoff win.

“I am really proud of 
this team,” Dawalga said. 
“Seeing the hard work that 
they put in every day at 
practice really pay off was 
exciting to see. This was a 
great team win with every-
one contributing.”

The win propelled the 
Bears into the Division III 
quarterfinals where they 
faced off with top-ranked 
Gilford on Saturday.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

LANGDON — The 
Belmont softball team 
made the most of its long 
ride to Langdon for the 
opening round of the Di-
vision III tournament, as 
the Raiders came out and 
rolled to a 17-4 upset win 
over Fall Mountain on 
Wednesday, June 3.

Every starter in the line-
up had at least one hit on 

the day for the Raiders, 
led by Molly O’Connell’s 
three-run homer over the 
10-foot red fence. O’Con-
nell, Bailey Perkins, Falyn 
Sicard and Natalee Cullen 
each had two hits on the 
day and Madi MacDonald, 
Lyla McSheffrey, Avery 
Thurber, Sara Cribbie and 
Adi Ross each had a hit.

Perkins got the start in 
the circle for the Raiders 
and went all five innings, 

allowing just four hits and 
four earned runs while 
striking out five.

The Raiders moved 
on to face second-seeded 
Prospect Mountain in the 
Division III quarterfinals 
on Saturday.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

O’Connell’s three-run blasts 
leads Raiders to first-round upset

4-H Wildside: “Trek to End 
Hunger” brings youth, families 
together for outdoor adventure, 

community impact



LACONIA — First re-
sponders require ongoing 
training to develop new 
skills and maintain the 
expertise needed to re-
spond effectively during 
emergencies. To support 
this effort, the Laconia 
Fire Department is plan-
ning to construct a new 
3,000 square foot regional 
training facility that will 
provide realistic, hands-on 
training opportunities for 
first responders throughout 
the region. 

 
Bank of New Hamp-

shire donated $10,000 to 
support the construction 
of the facility, which will 
be located on city prop-
erty. The training center 
will help first responders 
strengthen operational 
readiness, practice re-
sponse strategies in high-
stress scenarios and im-
prove outcomes during 
low-frequency, high-risk 
emergency situations.

 
“We are proud to sup-

port the Laconia Fire De-
partment and its vision for 
a regional training facility 
that will benefit first re-
sponders across our com-
munity and beyond,” said 
Janna Thompson, AVP 
– Laconia Banking Office 
Manager. “Investing in 
public safety and emer-
gency preparedness helps 
strengthen the communi-
ties we serve, and we are 
honored to be part of this 
important project.”

 
“We greatly appreciate 

Bank of New Hampshire’s 
generous support of our 
project,” said Tim Joubert, 
Fire Chief of the Laconia 
Fire Department. “This fa-
cility will provide critical 
training opportunities for 
first responders through-
out the region, helping en-
sure they are prepared to 
respond safely, effective-
ly and confidently when 
emergencies occur.”

 
Founded in 1831, Bank 

of New Hampshire is the 
oldest and one of the larg-

est independent banks 
headquartered in the state. 
With assets exceeding 
$2.7 billion and 21 bank-
ing offices across New 
Hampshire and southern 
Maine, the bank provides 
comprehensive deposit, 
lending and wealth man-
agement solutions for fam-
ilies and businesses. As a 
mutual organization, Bank 
of New Hampshire is fo-
cused on the success of its 
customers, communities 
and employees—rather 
than stockholders. With a 

legacy of strength and sta-
bility, the bank combines 
local decision-making and 
trusted guidance with mod-
ern technology to deliver a 
seamless banking experi-
ence. For more informa-
tion, call 1-800-832-0912 
or visit BNH.Bank.
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Bears, Raiders compete at Meet of Champions

sweeps sweeps as low as 
as low as $244$244

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

DURHAM — The best 
track athletes from around 
the state headed to Oyster 
River High School for the 
Meet of Champions on 
Saturday, June 6.

In the long jump for 
the boys, David Walker of 
Inter-Lakes took the win 
at 23 feet, six inches and 
Prospect Mountain’s DJ 
Scarpa finished in 12th 
place in 20 feet, 6.5 inch-
es while for the girls, Gil-
ford’s Pearl Marvel was 
first at 17 feet, 8.25 inches, 
Pelletier was fourth at 17 
feet, 3.25 inches and New-
found’s Autum Blackman 
was seventh overall at 16 
feet, nine inches.

For the boys in the 100 
meters, Kingswood’s Gra-
ham Scully was 14th over-

all in 11.56 seconds while 
for the girls, Belmont’s 
Ava Lacasse was fifth in 
the preliminaries in 12.74 
seconds and fifth in the fi-
nals in 12.76 seconds.

In the 200 meters for 
the boys, Winnisquam’s 
Kyle Douglas finished in 
a time of 22.89 seconds 
for seventh place and Scul-
ly finished in eighth place 
in 23.02 seconds. Lacasse 
was fourth for the girls in 
the 200 meters in 25.8 sec-
onds.

For the girls in the 400 
meters, Macy Sawyer of 
Gilford placed second in 
57.06 seconds and Olivia 
Lorenz of White Moun-
tains Regional finished in 
eighth place in 1:00.17. 
For the boys, Plymouth’s 
Lucas Van De Moere was 
seventh in 50.05 seconds 

and Kingswood’s Evan 
Thurston was 11th in 50.92 
seconds.

In the 800 meters for 
the boys, Newfound’s 
Brady Harker was seventh 
in 1:59.35, Plymouth’s 
George Sutherland was 
14th in 2:05.42 and team-
mate Tate Hayman was 
15th in 2:05.91.

For the girls in the 
3,200 meters, Elli Englund 
of Plymouth finished in 
eighth place in 11:30.75. In 
the 1,600 meters, Gilford’s 
Maria Tilley was sixth in 
5:13.67 and Moultonbor-
ough’s Hailey Watts was 
15th overall in 5:30.73.

In the 300-meter hur-
dles for the boys, Winn-
isquam’s Nolan Abbott 
finished in ninth place in 
41.36 seconds and in the 
110-meter hurdles, Win-

nisquam’s Taber Haggett 
finished in 16.17.

For the girls in the 
100-meter hurdles, King-
swood’s Norah Pelletier 
was fifth in the prelimi-
naries in 15.66 seconds 
and fourth in the finals in 
15.03 seconds. Profile’s 
Isabel Lawton finished in 
12th place overall in 16.76 
seconds. Pelletier was also 
fourth in the 300-meter 
hurdles in 47.08 seconds, 
Emily Aguiar of Gilford 
was sixth in 48.41 sec-
onds and Belmont’s Cora 
Takantjas was 10th in 
49.68 seconds.

Dayton Brigante of 
Winnisquam was fifth in 
the pole vault at 11 feet, 
six inches and Abbott was 
ninth at 10 feet, six inches.

In the shot put, Brady 
Filteau of Belmont was 

third at 47 feet, one inch, 
Max Colby of White 
Mountains Regional fin-
ished in ninth place at 43 
feet, 9.75 and Ethan Rive-
ra was 15th at 39 feet, 8.5 
inches. Colby was also 
seventh in the javelin at 
147 feet, five inches with 
Brayden Robinson of In-
ter-Lakes in ninth place at 
141 feet, six inches. For the 
girls in the javelin, Plym-
outh’s Hadassah Crane 
finished in 11th place at 92 
feet, 11 inches and Brooke 
Laflamme of Berlin fin-
ished in 16th place at 87 
feet, one inch. For the boys 
in the discus, Gilford’s 
Gunnar Marvel was fifth 
at 143 feet, three inches, 
Filteau was 11th at 124 
feet, six inches and Jonah 
Katz of Kennett finished in 
16th place at 113 feet, three 

inches.
The Winnisquam boys’ 

4X400-meter team fin-
ished in ninth place in 
3:29.19 while the Plym-
outh 4X800-meter boys 
finished in third place in a 
time of 8:16.04. The Gil-
ford 4X400-meter relay 
girls finished in fifth place 
in 4:10.81. The Newfound 
4X100-meter girls finished 
in 13th place in a time of 
52.15 seconds and the 
Kingswood 4X100-me-
ter boys finished in eighth 
place in 44.41 seconds.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

WORCESTER, Mass. 
— Brendan Cilley, a mem-

ber of the class of 2027 
majoring in Electrical and 

Computer Engineering 
at Worcester Polytech-
nic Institute (WPI), was a 
member of a student team 
that recently completed 
a professional-level re-
search-driven project titled 
“The Effects of Delay and 
Jitter on Cloud Game Play-
ers.”

Known as the Inter-
active Qualifying Proj-
ect (IQP), this project is 
a core part of the innova-
tive undergraduate expe-
rience at WPI. Centered 
around pro jec t -based 
learning, this hands-on 
approach offers students 
opportunities to help de-
velop thoughtful solutions 
to open-ended problems. 
These real-world problems 
affect the quality of life for 
people in the communities 
where students work, giv-

ing students a chance to 
make a difference in the 
world before they gradu-
ate. All WPI undergradu-
ates are required to com-
plete an IQP, usually in 
their junior year, through 
which they apply science 
and technology to address 
an important societal need 
or issue. About two-thirds 
of WPI students complete 
their IQP at one of the 
university’s more than 50 
off-campus project centers 
located in more than 30 
countries around the world.

“The WPI project-based 
curriculum’s focus on glob-
al studies brings students 
out of the classroom and 
their comfort zones and 
into the global community 
to apply their knowledge 
and to solve problems,” 
said Professor Kent Riss-

miller, professor of Inter-
national & Global Stud-
ies and associate dean 
of The Global School. 
“Students are immersed 
in all aspects of a differ-
ent culture-from the way 
people live and work to 
the values they hold to the 
foods they eat, all valuable 
perspectives for surviv-
ing and thriving in today’s 
global marketplace. They 
also learn the meaning and 
magic of teamwork; make 
a real and meaningful dif-
ference in their host com-
munity; and gain a compet-
itive edge for any resume, 
or graduate or professional 
school application.”

About Worcester Poly-
technic Institute 

Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute (WPI) is a top-ti-
er, STEM-focused univer-

sity with an R1 research 
classification and global 
leadership in project-based 
learning. Founded in 1865, 
WPI’s distinctive approach 
integrates classroom the-
ory with real-world prac-
tice, preparing students to 
tackle critical challenges 
through inclusive educa-
tion, impactful projects, 
and interdisciplinary re-
search. With more than 
70 bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degree pro-
grams across 18 academic 
departments and over 50 
global project centers, WPI 
advances knowledge and 
innovation in fields such 
as life sciences, smart tech-
nologies, advanced materi-
als and manufacturing, and 
global innovation. Learn 
more at www.wpi.edu.

Fairfield 
University 

congratulates 
Spring Dean’s List

 
FAIRFIELD, Conn. — Caitlin Connelly of Tilton re-

ceived Dean’s List Honors for the Spring 2026 semester. 
 
In order to be placed on the Dean’s List, students must 

have completed a minimum of 12 credit hours in a semes-
ter, have no outstanding or incomplete grades for that se-
mester, and have attained a semester grade point average 
of 3.50 or better.

Tilton resident Brendan Cilley completes 
intensive research project

Bank of NH donates $10,000 to Laconia Fire Department’s 
regional rirst responder training facility 

Courtesy

Janna Thompson, AVP – Laconia Banking Office Manager (second from right); 
and Michelle
Blake, VP – Gilford Village Banking Office Manager (third from left); present 
a $10,000 check to Laconia Fire Department Chief Tim Joubert (far right), and 
Laconia Police Chief Matthew Canfield (far left) to support the construction of new 
3,000 square foot regional training facility.
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more. 
 
“The WiCC is an incred-

ible asset to our communi-
ty. It provides students with 
opportunities to explore 
career pathways, develop 
practical skills, and build 
confidence in themselves 
and their future,” said Prin-
cipal Andrea Wujcik. “One 

of the best parts of the 
WiCC is seeing students 
fully engaged in learning 
without even realizing how 
much they are growing ac-
ademically, professionally, 
and personally.”

 Enrollment is expected 
to be about 184 students 
in the fall of 2026, accord-
ing to Wujcik, which is up 
from the current enroll-
ment of 120.

 “This renovation proj-

ect really changes what 
is possible for students. 
The updated labs and new 
equipment make the space 
feel like a real workplace, 
not just a classroom. It also 
provides students with en-
gaging technology they’ll 
actually use in their ca-
reers,” said Jeffry Beard, 
State Career & Technical 
Education Director.

 The WiCC’s career and 
technical education con-

struction and renovation 
project was funded in large 
part thanks to state fund-
ing in the 2024-2025 state 
capital budget. The WiCC 
received $7.6 million in 
state funds for these reno-
vations, which represents 
approximately 70% of 
the full project cost, pur-
suant to RSA 188:E-10. 
The state pays up to 75 
percent of renovation and 
construction costs for CTE 

projects, with local munic-
ipalities covering the rest. 
Included in the 2028-2029 
Biennium Capital Budget 
Requests are two proposed 
CTE projects – additions 
and renovations at the Mil-
ford Applied Technology 
Center and the Region 14 
(ConVal) Applied Technol-
ogy Center.

 For more information 
about the facility, vis-
it www.WiCC-ED.org, or 

email info@WiCC-Ed.
org. Students attending or 
living in the region asso-
ciated with the following 
high schools are eligible 
to apply: Belmont; Frank-
lin; Gilford; Inter-Lakes; 
Laconia; Merrimack Val-
ley; Newfound Regional; 
Winnisquam Regional; 
and area charter, nonpub-
lic, and home education 
students.

Divers weaved his way 
around a pair of errors in 
the top of the fourth inning 
and Ryder reached on an 

error to open the bottom of 
the fourth. Walks to Crock-
ford, Binder and Rochens-
ki plated another run and 
two more runs scored on 
a fielder’s choice and error 
for the 9-1 lead. Brayden 

Townsend added a sacri-
fice fly to make it 10-1 af-
ter four innings.

Divers worked around a 
single in the top of the fifth 
and with two outs in the 
bottom of the fifth, Binder 

doubled home Crockford, 
who had walked, and Bel-
mont had the 11-1 win over 
the Wildcats to earn a trip 
to the Division III semifi-
nals.

Divers gave up just two 

hits and one unearned run 
while striking out five over 
five innings for the Raid-
ers.

“To come out and go 
down in a high stakes game 
just to turn it on and 10-run 
a good team is impres-
sive,” LeBlanc said. “You 
would think we would 
have to rely on our All-
State players and it’s just 
not the case. 

“Eddie Rochenski, 
Brady Fysh, and Sam 
Binder were impact play-
ers and I’m so happy for 
them,” the veteran coach 
continued. “On a day when 

our top of the order guys 
didn’t get the results we’re 
used to and to have the 
lower half guys stand out 
is awesome. If we can put 
it all together moving for-
ward, the sky is the limit.”

Belmont played in the 
Division III semifinals 
against Bishop Brady after 
deadline on Tuesday. The 
Division III finals are set 
for Saturday in Manches-
ter.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.
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Alpine Lakes Real Estate: www.alpinelakes.com

Badger Peabody & Smith Realty: www.peabodysmith.com 

Bean Group: www.beangroup.com

Century 21 Country Lakes Realty: www.countrylakesrealty.com

Century 21 Twin Rivers Ralty: www.nhreal21.com

Coldwell Banker: www.cboldmill.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
www.newenglandmoves.com

ERA Masiello: www.masiello.com

Exit Lakeside Realty Group: www.exitlakeside.com

Granite Group Realty Services: 
www.granitegrouprealtyservices.com

Gowen Realty: www.gowenrealty.com

Kressy Real Estate: www.kressy.com

Lakes Region Realty: www.lakesregionrealestate.com

Lamprey & Lamprey Realtors: www.lampreyandlamprey.com

Maxfield Real Estate: www.maxfieldrealestate.com

McLane Realty: www.mclanerealtyplymouth.com 

Mountain Country Realty: www.mountaincountryrealestate.com

Nash Realty: www.nashrealty.com

New Hampshire Colonials Real Estate: www.squamlake.com

Noseworthy Real Estate: www.noseworthyrealestate.com

Old Mill Properties: www.oldmillprops.com

Pine Shores Real Estate: www.pineshoresllc.com

Preferred Vacation Rentals: www.preferredrentals.com

 Remax Bayside: www.baysidenh.net

Roche Realty: www.rocherealty.com

Strawberry Lane Real Estate: www.strawberrylane.com 

Town & Forest Realty: www.townandforest.com

Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

1 and 2 Bedroom Garden Style  
Family Apartments

Wakefield Acres Apartments
Family, Elderly and Disabled Housing

On-Site Laundry
24 Hour Maintenance

Federally subsidized - must meet income guidelines
Please Contact Foxfire Property Management
for an application at: 603-228-2151 ext. 302; 

(TDD) 800-545-1833 ext. 102
www.foxfirenh.com

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Belmont Village Apts, 
Belmont, NH

AVAILABLE SOON!
Now accepting Applications:

Subsidized two bedroom 
town house style apartment.

POn-site laundry
Pparking
P24-hr maintenance
Pclose to center of town
PNo Pets
P NO SMOKING.

Must meet income
limit guidelines;

rent starting at $$11,,221100..0000,,
plus utilities;

security deposit required. 
Download application at 

https://www.sterling-manage 
ment.net

or call office at 603 267 6787

Rt. 3, Tilton NH, exit 20 on Rt. I-93 across from Lakes Region Factory Mall

WE HAVE DELIVERED OVER 10,000 HOMES TO SATISFIED CUSTOMERS. CAN WE DELIVER ONE TO YOU?

ALWAYS DAILY SATURDAYS SUNDAYSOPEN 10 TO 6 & 10 TO 5•

Camelot Home CenterCamelot Home Center

NEW 14' WIDES

68' 2 Bed, 2 Bath

�������������������

��������
66' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������
�������������������

Visit Our Website: WWW.CM-H.COMWWW.CM-H.COM

MODULARS

2 Bed, 1 Bath
1,568sq ft. 2 story.

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath.

���������
���������

DOUBLE WIDES

56' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������������������

���������
48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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���������

����������
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Homes From ,

, &

COLONY

MARLETTE NEW ERA TITAN48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������������������

���������

285 Daniel Webster Highway
(603) 677-7007 • www.MeredithLanding.com

MEREDITH: 
Retail/Commercial Space for Lease!
Retail/Office Condo available along busy NH Rt 25 
featuring 644 sq ft including a kitchen and bathroom. 
Great signage on this high traffic count road for added 
exposure. Bring your business ideas to this great unit!
$1,795/mth+ (5079660)

MOULTONBOROUGH: Vacant Land!
New 5.13 acre parcel of land featuring 856’ along 
Moultonboro Neck Rd, 446’ of watershed on 
Pickering Pond, snowmobile trail access from your 
dream home front door, plus potential views across 
the pond. 
$189,000 (5072893)

MLS# 5092436 MLS# 5092436 
Sanbornton: Set high on 3.34 
acres with elevated lake views, 
this 5-bedroom contemporary 
Lake Winnisquam waterfront home 
features vaulted pine ceilings, a 
wood stove, and walkout in-law 

suite. 

Laconia: This 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
modular ranch offers an open 
layout complete with a white 
cabinet kitchen, a center island, 
vinyl plank flooring, and a full 
unfinished basement. Nearby 
beach on Lake Opechee.

New Hampton: Tucked on 15 
acres, this 3-bed home features 
cathedral ceilings, skylights, and 
access to Forest Pond. Detached 
2-car garage, private pickleball 
and basketball courts, an octagon 
building, and a woodland cabin.

Laconia: This updated 3-bedroom 
property in the Sands of Brookhurst 
neighborhood offers a spacious 
main-level great room with a wood 
stove and partial lake views. The 
home features an oversized rear 
deck abutting a conservation area, 
paired with a coveted deeded dock 
for a 26' boat on Winnipesaukee. 

$750,000$750,000

MLS# 5092347  MLS# 5092347  

$1,330,000$1,330,000

11,000 Success Stories Strong. Start Yours Today!
When it comes to the New Hampshire market, experience is the difference. Roche Realty Group 
has closed over 11,000 transactions and $3.4 Billion in sales earning the title of "#1 BEST Real 

Estate Company in NH's Lakes Region" six years in a row

Search New Hampshire properties at www.rocherealty.com

* Statistics obtained from PrimeMLS since 1997 for all 
real estate firms reporting sales in the entire state of NH 

during that time.

MLS#   5092632MLS#   5092632

$975,000$975,000

MLS#  5091414MLS#  5091414

Find us @rocherealty

$479,000$479,000

97 Daniel Webster Highway
Meredith, New Hampshire 

Call us at:
(603) 279-7046

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

Wyatt Divers fires a pitch during action on Saturday 
in the Division III quarterfinals against Fall Mountain.

Brady Fysh dives back into first base during action 
against Fall Mountain in the Division III quarterfinals 
on Saturday.

salmonpress.com



ALTON BAY — In the 
spring of 1945, a small 
Florida pleasure-craft com-
pany named Correct Craft 
built 406 wooden Storm 
Boats for the U.S. War De-
partment in just 19 days—
working around the clock, 
but never on Sundays. 
Those 17-foot plywood 
assault craft, powered by 
purpose-built 50-horse-
power Evinrude outboards, 
carried American soldiers 
across the Rhine River and 
helped bring World War II 
to a close. 

Eighty-one years later, 
the New Hampshire Boat 
Museum (NHBM) is re-
building one of those boats 
from Correct Craft’s orig-
inal 1945 plans that have 
never before been shared 
outside its own archives. 
The project will make its 
public debut at the Wolfe-
boro Fourth of July parade, 
towed behind a restored 

WWII Jeep.
“Correct Craft told us, 

‘We haven’t given these 
plans to anyone—we’d 
like to partner with you and 
have you build the boat,’” 
said NHBM Executive Di-
rector Devon Kurtz. “In 
light of the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States, it 
just felt right.”

The Storm Boat itself 
was a marvel of wartime 
engineering—17 feet long 
with a six-foot beam and a 
four-inch draft, double-bot-
tomed for survivability, 
and able to carry eight ful-
ly equipped soldiers at 23 
knots. Its Evinrude motor, 
adapted from the compa-
ny’s pre-war Elto 460 rac-
ing platform, featured a 
reinforced lower unit with 
horizontal fins to prevent 
fouling on underwater 
barbed wire and a bi-pod 
quick-mount bracket, al-
lowing the motor to be in-

stalled or removed in sec-
onds. This bracket also kept 
it from being torn off during 
beach landings. 

NHBM’s reconstructed 
boat will be powered by 
an original 1944 Evinrude 
engine donated by a collec-
tor in Texas, which is now 
being stripped down and 
rebuilt to full operational 
condition by members of 
the Antique Outboard Mo-
tor Club.

Although Correct Craft 
is headquartered in Florida 
today, the company’s roots 
run through New Hamp-
shire. The Meloon family, 
who founded the company, 
first arrived in Portsmouth 
before moving to Ossipee. 
They continued to return 
to Ossipee every summer, 
even after settling in Flori-
da. 

The connection to 
NHBM came through 
board chair Jamie Laurent, 
who met a retired Correct 
Craft employee through a 
mutual friend. That intro-
duction led to conversations 
with the company, which 
embraced the project as part 
of its own heritage and the 
nation’s semiquincentenni-
al celebration.

What followed was an 
ad hoc committee with rep-
resentatives from Correct 
Craft, the Antique Outboard 
Motor Club, NHBM’s 
boat-building program, and 
the Wright Museum, which 
is painting and applying 
period-correct markings to 
a donated trailer and pro-
viding the WWII Jeep that 
will tow the boat in parades. 
NHBM’s boat-building vol-
unteers, joined by outside 
volunteers and members of 
local veterans’ groups, are 
handling construction.

“These boats were built 
really fast to do one specific 
job, one time,” Kurtz said. 
“They weren’t made to last 
forever—it was almost a 
disposable concept. We’re 
not talking about the ma-
hogany boats of the 1920s. 
These boats won a war.”

The original 1945 pro-
duction effort, which Cor-
rect Craft called its “Mira-
cle Production,” was itself 
a community story. Carpen-
ters, mechanics, teenagers, 
mothers, church volunteers, 
and veterans worked three 
nonstop shifts at the Pine 

Castle factory, exceeding 
the Army’s contract of 300 
boats by 106 units. Cor-
rect Craft received the Ar-
my-Navy “E” Award for 
excellence.

“It’s those little sto-
ries of how communities 
came together during the 
war—Victory Gardens, 
scrap metal drives, a plea-
sure-boat company turning 
out 406 combat boats in 19 
days,” Kurtz said. “That’s 
exactly what’s happening 

with this project today. Peo-
ple from across the coun-
try, across generations, and 
across organizations are 
coming together to honor 
that legacy.”

Once complete, the 
Storm Boat will become a 
portable exhibit, traveling 
to boat shows, the Wright 
Museum, and other region-
al venues, accompanied by 
a school curriculum cur-
rently in development. To 

volunteer for the project or 
learn more, visit nhbm.org.

Founded in 1992, 
NHBM is dedicated to 
preserving and sharing the 
state’s rich freshwater boat-
ing heritage. Through dy-
namic exhibits, youth pro-
grams like Junior Skippers, 
and on-the-water experi-
ences, NHBM brings New 
Hampshire’s boating sto-
ry to life for visitors from 
across the world.
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GOODHUE BOAT COMPANY IS HIRING
Marine Technicians • Forklift Operators

Parts Advisors & More!
Goodhue Boat Company is accepting applications for seasonal and year-round 
positions across multiple locations in Maine and New Hampshire. Join a 
fast-paced team with competitive pay and a great work environment.

Email rachelc@goodhueboat.com for more information!
Goodhueboat.com

FRIENDLY &
RELIABLE

NIGHT
CASHIERS

needed at the
Following Location:

Bosco Bell
on Route 28
Barnstead

Please apply in person.

Full-Time Installers Apprentice
Energysavers Inc, a 50 year old hearth & spa product 
retailer in the Lakes Region, is looking for a motivated
individual that wants to learn the trade of installing 
hearth products. You must be comfortable working on 
roofs when necessary and able to work with an installer to 
move heavy items. Energysavers pays for all educational costs to 
get and maintain NFI wood, gas and pellet certifications 
as well as a NH gas fitters license for gas hearth installations 
and service. Starting pay, $18-$20 hour based on experience.

LEARN WHILE YOU EARN!
No prior experience required. Must have a valid driver’s 

license and pass the pre-employment drug screening.
Stop in to fill out an application:

ENERGYSAVERS INC.
163 Daniel Webster Hwy., Meredith NH   

Assembler – 2nd & 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $14.50

Machine Operator – 2nd and 3rd Shift
- Starting Pay $14.50

Process Technician – 2nd Shift - Starting Pay $19.00

Spray Painter – 2nd  Shift - Starting Pay $16.75

Sander 1st Shift - Starting Pay $14.50

Machinist 2nd Shift – Starting pay
depending on experience.

WE ARE HIRING!
PSI Molded Plastics, located in beautiful Wolfeboro, NH.

We offer competitive pay rates.
Benefits include Health & Dental Insurance, Vision, Short Term Disability, 

Long Term Disability, Life Insurance
401k, 10 paid holidays, paid vacation time, paid sick time,

and many other incentives!

Press Operator 2nd shift and 3rd shift – Pay $18.00,
plus $2 shift differential.

Assembler 2nd shift – Pay $18.00, plus $2.00 shift differential
Assembler 3rd shift – Pay $18.00, plus $3 shift differential.

Maintenance Tech  2nd Shift  – Pay $21 and up
depending on experience, plus $2 shift differential 

Mold Setter  2nd  – Pay $21, plus $2 shift differential
Scuffer Painter Apprentice 3rd shift – Pay $19.50,

plus $3 shift differential

$2.00 per hour shift differential on 2nd shift.
$3.00 per hour shift differential on 3rd shift.

For immediate consideration, please come to Five Wickers Drive Wolfeboro, NH to 
complete an application or visit our website for more information at www.psimp.com. 

You can also email your resume directly to donna.doyle@psimp.com
or call me at 603-941-0022. Please be specific as to what shift and position.

PSIMP an Equal Opportunity Employer.
ISO 9001:2015 Registered.

WE ARE HIRING!
PSI Molded Plastics is located in beautiful Wolfeboro, NH.

We offer competitive pay rates
Benefits include Health & Dental Insurance, Vision,

Short Term Disability, Long Term Disability, Life Insurance, 401k,
10 paid holidays, paid vacation time, paid sick time,

and many other incentives!

Assembler – 2nd & 3rd Shift - Starting Pay $14.50 
Machine Operator – 1st, 2nd and 3rd Shift

- Starting Pay $14.50
Process Technician – 2nd Shift

 - Starting Pay $19.00
Spray Painter – 1st Shift  - Starting Pay $16.00

Sander 1st Shift - Starting Pay $14.50
$.75 per hour shift differential on 2nd shift.

 $1.50 per hour shift differential on 3rd shift.

**$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS 
**SUBJECT TO TERMS AND CONDITIONS**

For immediate consideration, please come to Five Wickers Drive Wolfeboro, NH to 
complete an application or visit our website for more information at www.psimp.com.

You can also email your resume directly to donna.doyle@psimp.com,
please be specific as to what shift and position.

PSIMP an Equal Opportunity Employer.
ISO 9001:2015 Registered.
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The $5,000 grant was 

awarded through Franklin 
Savings Bank’s Fund for 
Community Advancement, 
which supports nonprof-
it organizations working 
to improve the quality of 
life in the communities 
the bank serves. Frank-
lin Savings Bank remains 
committed to strengthen-
ing communities through 
charitable giving, volun-
teerism, and longstanding 
partnerships with local or-
ganizations.

 

“This grant comes at a 
critical time when many 
of our tenants are having 
a harder time making ends 
meet. We are grateful that 
Franklin Savings Bank 
understands the impor-
tance of helping people 
maintain stable housing,” 
explains Carmen Lorentz, 
Executive Director, Lakes 
Region Community De-
velopers. 

 
 Established in 1869, 

Franklin Savings Bank 
is an independent, mutu-
ally-owned community 
bank, offering an array of 
commercial lending, per-
sonal banking and invest-
ment services. The Bank 

also offers investment and 
financial planning services 
through its wholly-owned 
subsidiary, Independence 
Financial Advisors. A rec-
ognized leader in providing 
the latest in financial ser-
vices technology, Frank-
lin Savings Bank remains 
committed to serving the 
needs of businesses, fam-
ilies and the communities 
it serves, through a dedi-
cated team of employees, 
a diverse line of financial 
products and services, and 
continued investment in 
emerging technology. Vis-
it www.fsbnh.bank to learn 
more or follow the bank 
onFacebook, LinkedIn, In-
stagram, and YouTube.

GRANT
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NHBM, others partner to rebuild WWII 
Storm Boat for America’s 250th

Belknap Area Market 
Management (BAMM) 
announces beginning of 

Farmers Markets’ third season
BELMONT — Belknap Area Market Management 

(BAMM) is excited to announce the
return of its farmers markets for the 2026 season, bring-

ing fresh, locally sourced produce, meats, baked goods, 
and artisan crafts to the communities of Tilton, Barnstead, 
and Laconia/Weirs Beach. The markets will run from late 
May through early October, offering residents and visitors 
a vibrant and accessible way to support local farmers and 
artisans.

Market Schedule
Tilton Farmers Market
Tuesdays, 3:30–6:30 p.m., starting May 19
Tilton Police Department, Route 132, Tilton
The Market at Weirs (Laconia)
Saturdays, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., starting May 24
Weirs Community Park, Laconia
New Suncook Valley Farmers Market (Barnstead)
Saturdays, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., starting May 30
91 Maple St., Center Barnstead
Each market will feature a diverse array of vendors 

offering fresh produce, meats, baked goods, and artisan 
crafts. SNAP/EBT benefits are accepted at all markets 
and are doubled through the Granite State Market Match 
program, making healthy, local food more accessible to 
all.

BAMM is committed to fostering a strong local econ-
omy by providing a platform for small-scale farmers and 
artisans to showcase their products. The markets also 
serve as community hubs, bringing together neighbors 
and visitors to celebrate the abundance of the Belknap 
region, while enjoying live music and hot food from a va-
riety of food trucks.

For more information about the markets, vendor ap-
plications, and support opportunities, please visit www.
bamm-nh.org.



REGION — Concord 
Hospital Health System 
(CHHS) recently wel-

comed this year’s cohort 
of nursing students from 
the New England College 

(NEC) Class of 2028, con-
tinuing a partnership fo-
cused on developing the 
next generation of nurses 
through immersive, hands-
on clinical education.

 This year’s cohort in-
cludes 19 students, with 
15 training in Concord and 
four training in Franklin 
and Laconia. For the first 
time since the partnership 
began, one student will 
complete her employee 
nursing shifts as a licensed 
practical nurse (LPN) at 
Concord Hospital - Frank-
lin, marking an important 
milestone in expanding 
educational opportunities 
across the health system.

 “We are proud to con-
tinue strengthening our 
partnership with New En-
gland College and creating 
meaningful opportunities 
for nursing students to 
learn and grow within our 
health system,” said Em-
ily Higgins, DNP, MSN, 
RN, ONC, CHHS’s aca-
demic-practice partner and 
student placement coordi-
nator. “Programs like this 
provide students with the 
opportunity to build confi-
dence and strengthen their 
clinical skills while serving 
in both student nurse and 
nursing assistant roles. For 
many students who must 
continue working while 
pursuing their nursing ed-

ucation, the cooperative 
model offers this ability 
while helping to strengthen 
our healthcare workforce.”

 The accelerated Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing 
program combines class-
room instruction and ex-
tensive clinical training, 
allowing students to gain 
real-world experience 
while working alongside 
experienced healthcare 
professionals across the 
health system. Throughout 
the program, students work 
as healthcare employees 
while completing student 
nurse clinical rotations un-
der the guidance of nurse 
preceptors. The model 
gives students the oppor-
tunity to apply classroom 
knowledge directly in pa-
tient care settings, become 

familiar with organization-
al culture, policies, and in-
terdisciplinary teamwork, 
and complete their degree 
in an accelerated time-
frame while gaining signif-
icant hands-on experience.

 “Concord Hospital was 
the inaugural partner for 
the NEC’s earn while you 
learn program,” Higgins 
said. “The Class of 2028 
represents the fourth cohort 
we have welcomed into 
our health system. Many of 
the graduates remain in our 
organization as new grad-
uate nurses, demonstrating 
exceptional clinical skills 
developed through work-
ing and training in our or-
ganization throughout their 
clinical rotations. The pro-
gram is designed to allow 
students to gain experience 
across the full continuum 
of care, including critical 
care, perioperative, emer-
gency, maternity, behav-
ioral health, and outpatient 
services, allowing them to 
explore diverse areas of 
nursing and identify the 

settings where they hope 
to build their careers after 
graduation.”

 This summer, students 
will begin a 14-week 
clinical rotation, work-
ing directly with regis-
tered nurse preceptors. As 
a teaching organization, 
CHHS remains commit-
ted to supporting clinical 
education and workforce 
development through nurs-
ing programs, residencies, 
apprenticeships, and stu-
dent placements across the 
system. 

“With students now 
training in Concord, 
Franklin, and Laconia, we 
are continuing to expand 
opportunities for experien-
tial learning while helping 
strengthen healthcare ac-
cess across the regions we 
serve,” Higgins added.

 CHHS encompass-
es hospitals in Concord, 
Franklin, and Laconia, as 
well as more than 60 am-
bulatory and specialty care 
locations throughout New 
Hampshire.
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On Marvin Elevate + TruStile Windows & Doors

Save 10% 
See Store for Details. Offer Valid Through June 26, 2026

1 4  R et a i l  L o c a t i o n s  T h r o u g h o u t  N H  &  V T

Our Ashland location is searching for an experienced contractor sales member of our 
Lumber & Building Materials Contractor Sales Team as well as with our Millwork dept. 
You will prepare quotes, orders, invoices, special orders and purchase orders. This 
position will also coordinate deliveries and returns as necessary. You will serve as a 
resource for the customer, helping them make selections and build their con�dence 
using your product knowledge and excellent customer service. Weekend hours 
required on a rotating basis.

Belletetes is a 5th generation, family-owned building materials supply company that 
has been in business for over 125 years. With 10 locations throughout NH and MA, we 
believe our employees are our biggest asset! When you join our team, you will be 
working in a family-friendly atmosphere where career growth is important, and we 
try to promote from within.

We o�er an industry leading bene�ts package that includes competitive wages, health 
insurance, life insurance, paid vacation, paid time-o�, paid holidays, paid bereavement 
leave, pro�t sharing, 401k and store discounts.

You may apply in person or download an application from our website.  All applications 
should be submitted to:

Lumber & Building Materials Contractor Sales

Dan Uhlman, General Manager
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com.

EOE

don’t miss...

Student Showcase Gala
Thursday, July 9th, 5–8 p.m.

Grayson Student Center at Brewster Academy
Cocktails, appetizers, dinner, dessert, and entertainment.

ARRIVAL FROM SWEDEN: 
The Music of ABBA

SATURDAY, JULY 11 • 7:30 PM

NEIL BERG The 60’s: 
Peace, Love, Rock & Roll
FRIDAY, JULY 17 • 7:30 PM

BLANK SPACE: 
Unofficial Taylor Swift Tribute
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 • 7:30 PM

RHINESTONE COWGIRLS: 
Legendary Ladies of Country Music

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 • 7:30 PM

ONE NIGHT OF QUEEN 
with Gary Mullen & the Works
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29 • 7:30 PM

Tickets on sale now!
Call (603) 569-7710, 
visit GreatWaters.org, or scan.

at Castle in the Clouds

Downtown Wolfeboro

CHANTICLEER: Our American Journey
FRIDAY, JULY 24 • 7:30 PM

MANDY GONZALEZ: Sings Broadway
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 • 7:30 PM

GENTLEMEN’S QUARTET
with guest vocalist Erin Shields

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 • 7:30 PM

286-8182
www.porterpaving.com

Paving & Resurfacing • Driveways & Parking Lots
Specializing in Residential and Commercial Paving

Owner Installs Every Job

Serving all of New Hampshire for 50 years.

Courtesy

The 19-member cohort of nursing students from the New England College Class 
of 2028 poses for a group photo in the main lobby of Concord Hospital. They 
will complete a 14-week clinical rotation working directly with registered nurse 
preceptors.

Concord Hospital Health System welcomes 
New England College nursing cohort

 Students receive hands-on clinical training across 
Concord, Franklin, and Laconia campuses


