
BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

BELMONT — Over the 
course of the last four years, 
the Belmont golf team has 
grown from a non-existent 
entity to a team competing 
for championships and the 
Raiders head to the Di-
vision III championships 
today, Oct. 15, looking to 
continue what has been a 
terrific run for a program 
that only came back to life 
four years ago.

And central to that 
comeback for the Raiders 
is coach John Mattes, who 
took over the program and 
has grown it into the cham-

pionship contender over 
the last few years.

“There was a point 
where we didn’t have 
enough kids to compete as 
a team, we just had a few 
golfers and he came in and 
every year it’s grown into 
something even better,” 
said Belmont Athletics 
Director Cayman Belyea. 
“The nicest part is the kids 
just seem to enjoy it and 
having fun. 

“The fact that we have 
so many kids that not ev-
ery kid can travel to every 
match, we didn’t think 
we’d be in that position,” 

do. Student athletes and 
fans carry that example 
on and off the field, at 
home games and away.

"We're proud of the 
way our Bears represent 
our school and com-
munity," the Snowdeal 
said. "Thank you to our 
coaches, student ath-
letes, families and fans 
for representing Winn-
isquam with class and 
positive sportsmanship 
at our events."

The award banner 
now hangs in the Win-
nisquam Regional High 
School gymnasium.

Community mem-
bers who would like to 
cheer on the Bears can 
join them for Senior 
Night on Friday, Oct. 
16, Varsity Soccer at 
Conant High School, 4 
p.m.; Volleyball at home 
against Franklin High 
School, JV at 4:30 p.m. 
and Varsity at 6 p.m.

TILTON — Winn-
isquam Regional High 
School was named the 
Division III runner up 
for the New Hampshire 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (NHIAA) 
Sportsmanship Award 
at the NHIAA Annual 
Meeting on Sept. 21.

The award is voted 
on by Division III ath-
letic directors with input 
from their coaches. The 
NHIAA has overseen 
high school athletics in 
New Hampshire since 
1948 and works to make 
athletics an important 
part of a student's edu-
cation.

Winnisquam Re-
gional School District 
Athletic Director Ian 
Snowdeal said the rec-
ognition comes from 
the example set by the 
school's coaches, who 
show respect and integ-
rity in everything they 
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Granite VNA offers Caregiver 
Connection in Belmont

Winnisquam Regional High School named Division III 
runner up for NHIAA Sportsmanship Award

BELMONT — 
Granite VNA offers 
Caregiver Connection 
on Thursday, Oct. 15 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
at Tilly Market Café 
at the Belknap Mar-
ketplace at 96 Daniel 
Webster Highway.

Join us and connect 
with other family care-
givers, while enjoying 
an opportunity to un-
wind and have discus-
sions rich in empathy 
and resources.

Pre-registration is 
not required. For more 
information, call (603) 
224-4093 or (800) 
924-8620, ext. 85664 
or visit www.granitev-
na.org. This program 
is offered at no charge.

About Granite VNA
Granite VNA is a 

not-for-profit licensed 

and certified home 
health and hospice 
care provider. The 
agency serves people 
of all ages in 72 com-
munities across the 
Greater Capital Re-
gion and Central New 
Hampshire by provid-
ing home care, hospice 
care, pediatric and 
maternal child health 
services, and wellness 
programming. The 
agency has offices in 
Concord, Laconia and 
Wolfeboro. Formed 
through the merger 
of Concord Region-
al VNA and Central 
New Hampshire VNA 
& Hospice, Granite 
VNA has served New 
Hampshire since 1899. 
For more information 
about Granite VNA, 
visit www.granitevna.
org.

Courtesy Photo

Holding the Division III Sportsmanship Award runner up banner, now displayed in the Winnisquam Regional 
High School gymnasium, are, from the left, Jeffrey Collins, NHIAA Executive Director; Eric Perry, Winnisquam
Regional High School Principal; Ian Snowdeal, Winnisquam Regional School District Athletic Director; and 
Justin Roy, Chair of the NHIAA Sportsmanship Committee and Principal of Spalding High School.

Mattes leads resurgent Belmont
golf team to Division III State Meet

Soccer Bears and Raiders battle to 2-2 tie

JOSHUA SPAULDING
Coach John Mattes (left), seen with Athletics Director 
Cayman Belyea at a meet at Canterbury Woods, has 
led the resurgence for the Belmont golf team.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

TILTON — In a battle 
between neighboring rivals, 
the Winnisquam soccer 
squad got a goal in the final 
few minutes to salvage a tie 
with visiting Belmont on 
Tuesday, Oct. 6.

The Raiders started early 
after a solid defensive stop 
from Derik Matthews on 
Braeden Perrault, as Nico 
Smith sent a cross into the 
box at the other end and 
Aaryn Durand was there to 
knock it home for the 1-0 
lead just 1:44 into the game. 
Matthews just missed con-
necting with Smith on an-
other chance and Durand 
had a shot saved by Winnis-
quam goalie Katelyn Pacet-
ti. Perrault sent a ball in just 
ahead of Nolan Abbott and 
Abbott had another cross 
through the box that missed 
connecting. Oliver Hatfield 

had a solid defensive stop 
for the Bears as well.

Winnisquam was able to 
knot the score with 32:11 to 
go in the first half, as Kane 

St. Hilaire sent a great ball 
through to Abbott, who fired 
the ball past Belmont goalie 
Ryan Monasky for the tying 
goal. Perrault just missed 

connecting with Abbott on 
another bid, with Monasky 
making the grab. Brennen 
Geoffrey had a good clear 

Joshua Spaulding

Winnisquam’s Nolan Abbott and Belmont’s Derik Matthews go up for the ball 
during action last Tuesday afternoon.

SEE SOCCER, PAGE  A6



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

HOPKINTON — The 
Belmont cross country 
team was part of a huge 
number of athletes that 
took to the course at the 
Hopkinton Fairgrounds 
on Saturday during the 
Hopkinton Cross Coun-
try Festival.

Jenna Laramie led 
the way for the Belmont 
girls in the varsity race 
with a 199th place fin-
ish in a time of 24:31 
with Lyla McSheffrey in 
211th place in 25:12.

For the varsity boys, 
Brodie Henry finished in 
130th place in 18:14 and 
Sean Andrews placed 

177th overall in 18:46.
In the JV race for the 

girls, Zoe Perlet finished 
in 111th place in 26:32, 
Violet Smith was 128th 
in 27:12, Sara Milotovic 
was 178th in 30:32 and 
Allieanna Steele fin-
ished in 179th place in 
30:40.

The Raiders are slat-

ed to take part in the 
Capital Area Champion-
ship at Merrimack Val-
ley High School today, 
Oct. 15.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.

off game with two very 
good teams competing 
at a very high level,” 
Dawalga said.

St. Thomas won the 
first set 25-20 before 
the Bears dug deep and 
won the second and 
third sets by matching 
25-23 scores. The Saints 
bounced back to win 
the fourth set by a 25-
20 score to force a fifth 
and deciding set, which 

both teams making great 
plays in a back and forth 
battle before the Bears 
got the 15-13 win.

“I am really proud of 
this team and how they 
have come together as a 
team,” Dawalga noted. 
“This group works so 
hard every day in prac-
tice and now see their 
hard work paying off in 
games, it’s really excit-
ing to see.”

Fair had eight digs, 
13 kills, five aces and 
a block, Weymouth had 
nine digs, six kills, five 
aces and two blocks, 
Meunier had seven digs 
and 20 assists, Bernier 
had seven digs and an 
ace, Hart had a dig, a 
kill and a block, Petty 
had a kill and a block, 
Nelson had two aces, 
Cartier had eight digs, 
Jean had seven digs and 

three aces and Cruz had 
a pair of digs.

The Bears are slated 
to wrap up the regular 
season at home against 
Franklin on Friday, Oct. 
16, at 6:15 p.m.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

TILTON — The Win-
nisquam volleyball team 
picked up a solid team 
win over Moultonbor-
ough on Tuesday, Oct. 
6, 25-15 25-13, 25-7.

“This was a good 
team win with every-
one contributing,” said 
coach Mark Dawalga.

Danica Weymouth led 
the offense with eight 
aces and four kills, So-
phie Fair finished with 
eight kills and seven 
digs and Abby Meunier 
had eight assists, nine 
digs and two aces. Alis-
sa Jean had four digs, 
two assists and three 

aces, Eila Petty had 
three blocks, Claire Hart 
had three aces and three 
digs and Aaylah Cartier 
had six digs to help led 
the defensive side of 
things for the Bears. 

Dawalga praised the 
play off the bench of 
Kinzie Nelson, Amelya 
Robinson, Alanna Cruz 
and Autumn Sarette and 
ninth grader Josephine 
Meyers saw her first 
varsity action of the sea-
son as well.

On Thursday, the 
Bears took on St. Thom-
as and came away with 
a hard-fought 3-2 win 
over the Saints.

“This was like a play-
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Meet Honey!
Miss Honey is looking for 
a home that can help her 
build her confidence one 
yummy tube treat at a time! 
She has an adorable meow 
and loves to be pet by 
visitors who take a moment 
to say hello.

This little lady has had a 
journey of many transitions 
and stressors, and would 
love a quiet home with a cat-
savvy family who can give 
her the love and patience 

she needs to blossom. She 
is very food motivated 
and warms up with a little 
encouragement, patience, 
and a snack.

She is looking for a home 
where she can be the queen 
of your castle, as the only 
cat and no canine friends. 
A home with cat-savvy 
teenagers would be okay, 
but she would like a calmer 
home without young kiddos.

sweeps sweeps as low as 
as low as $244$244

HIGH SCHOOL 
SLATE

Bears cruise past Moultonborough, edge St. Thomas

Experience an evening where the past and 
the paranormal meet at Lane Tavern

UUCF congregation invites community 
to Halloween Storybook Walk

Raiders run with the crowds in Hopkinton

Thursday, Oct. 15
GILFORD

Cross Country at Merrimack Valley; 4
WINNISQUAM

Cross Country at Merrimack Valley; 4

Friday, Oct. 16
BELMONT

Boys’ Soccer vs. Inter-Lakes; 3:30
Girls’ Soccer at Inter-Lakes; 4
Volleyball at Concord Christian; 6:15

GILFORD
Boys’ Soccer vs. White Mountains; 3:30
Field Hockey vs. Monadnock; 4
Football at Campbell; 7
Girls’ Soccer at White Mountains; 4
Volleyball at Kingswood; 6

WINNISQUAM
Boys’ Soccer vs. Conant; 4
Volleyball vs. Franklin; 6:15

Monday, Oct. 19
WINNISQUAM

Volleyball vs. Prospect Mountain; 6

Tuesday, Oct. 20
BELMONT

Boys’ Soccer vs. Winnisquam; 3:30
Girls’ Soccer at Campbell; 4

GILFORD
Boys’ Soccer at Stevens; 4
Girls’ Soccer vs. Stevens; 4

WINNISQUAM
Boys’ Soccer at Belmont; 3:30

Wednesday, Oct. 21
BELMONT

Volleyball vs. Moultonborough; 6:15

All schedules are subject to change.

SANBORNTON — 
This spooky season, step 
through the doors of his-
tory and into an evening 
where the past and the 
paranormal meet.

On Friday, Oct. 16, 
Breakthrough Medium 
Brandie Wells invites 
guests to the historic 
Lane Tavern at 520 San-
born Rd. in Sanbornton 
for a unique Spirit Gal-
lery & 1800s Spiritual-
ism Experience. Built 
in 1801, the beautifully 
preserved tavern pro-
vides an atmospheric 
setting for an evening 
inspired by the fascinat-
ing Spiritualist move-
ment of the 19th century.

The evening begins 
with an open-forum 
Spirit Gallery, where 
Brandie Wells will con-
nect with angels, spirit 
guides, and loved ones 

in spirit, sharing mes-
sages of hope, healing, 
and validation with au-
dience members.

Following a brief 
intermission featuring 
light autumn appetiz-
ers, guests will travel 
back in time to explore 
some of the tradition-
al practices associated 
with 1800s Spiritualism. 
Participants will have 
the opportunity to create 
their own talking board 
and learn about pendu-
lums and dowsing rods 
as historical tools used 
in attempts to communi-
cate with the unseen.

Together, guests will 
explore the history and 
atmosphere of the Lane 
Tavern while experienc-
ing these time-honored 
spiritual practices in a 
unique hands-on setting.

The event takes place 

Friday, Oct. 16, from 7 
to 10 p.m. at the Historic 
Lane Tavern, 520 San-
born Rd., Sanbornton.

Guests are asked to 
arrive having eaten din-
ner. Light autumn ap-
petizers will be served 
during intermission. 
This is a sober event.

Tickets are available 
at: Brandiewells.com.

Whether you are fas-
cinated by the history 
of Spiritualism, curious 
about mediumship, in-
trigued by paranormal 
traditions, or simply 
searching for an unfor-
gettable autumn eve-
ning, the Historic Lane 
Tavern offers a setting 
where history and mys-
tery come together.

Brandie Wells, known 
as The Breakthrough 
Medium, is a certified 
Angelic Healer, Hypno-

tist, and Psychic Medi-
um who has dedicated 
her career to connecting 
people with messages of 
love, healing, and inspi-
ration. Through spirit 
channeling and medi-
umship, Brandie works 
to bridge the paranor-
mal with the angelic 
realms and guide people 
through both the light 
and shadows of the soul.

Brandie connects 
with approximately 
5,000 clients each year 
and has been bringing 
her unique events and 
experiences to audienc-
es for more than a de-
cade.

“Healing your past; 
revealing your poten-
tial.”

Don’t miss this 
chance to step back in 
time and explore the ex-
traordinary.

FRANKLIN — In 
September of 2025, 
members of the Unitar-
ian Universalist Con-
gregation of Franklin 
(UUCF) knew they 
wanted to complete a 
community project that 
would benefit others.

Congregation mem-
ber and Franklin High 
School English teacher, 
Charlie Chapple, sug-
gested installing a Lit-
tle Free Library on the 
UUCF Meetinghouse 
front lawn. This idea 
was well received by 

UUCF’s members and 
friends; monetary do-
nations were collected 
to purchase the Little 
Free Library and gently 
used books were gath-
ered. For the past year,  
weekly rotated books 
at the Little Free Li-
brary at 206 Central St. 
have been finding new 
homes. And people have 
kindly donated books by 
leaving them in the Lit-
tle Free Library for oth-
ers to take.

This September, 
UUCF members decided 

to do another commu-
nity project, also pro-
moting literacy. UUCF 
members and friends 
will be installing a Hal-
loween Storybook Walk 
on their Meetinghouse 
front lawn that will be 
displayed from Friday, 
Oct. 23 to Saturday, 
Oct. 31 during daylight 
hours. We invite you 
to come for a walk and 
read the storybook, “The 
Spooky Wheels on the 
Bus,” written by J. Eliz-
abeth Mills.

On Saturday, Oct. 24, 

from 9 a.m. to noon, any 
child who goes through 
the Storybook Walk may 
pick out a gently used 
book to take home with 
them (while book sup-
plies last). The rain date 
for this event will be 
Saturday, Oct. 31. The 
Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Frank-
lin is located at 206 
Central St. For more in-
formation, please call 
603-934-2141 and leave 
a message with your 
name and phone num-
ber.



PLYMOUTH — The 
Plymouth State Univer-
sity softball program 
will host its annual 
pitching, hitting and de-
fensive clinics this fall 
and winter, head coach 
Mike Bernier announced 
on Thursday.

The fall pitching clin-
ics are scheduled for 
Nov. 8, Nov. 15, and Dec. 
6 at the Bank of New 
Hampshire Field House 
at ALLWell North. Open 
to players in grades 6-12 
of varying ability levels, 
the sessions will cover 
proper warm-up drills, 
pitch grips, and the men-
tal approach to pitching. 

Clinics run from 2 to 4 
p.m., with on-site reg-
istration beginning at 
1 p.m. Pitchers should 
bring a personal catch-
er. The cost is $75 per 
session, with discount-
ed rates available for 
athletes who register 
for multiple sessions. 
Indoor footwear is re-
quired.

The hitting and de-
fense clinics will be held 
Jan. 31, Feb. 14, and 
Feb. 21 also at the Bank 
of New Hampshire Field 
House. Designed for 
students in grades 6-12, 
the sessions will focus 
on throwing, fielding, 

hitting, and baserun-
ning, with instruction 
provided by PSU coach-
es and players. Clinics 
run from 11:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., with on-site 
registration opening 
at 10:15 a.m. The cost 
is $80 per clinic, with 
discounts available for 
multiple sessions. Par-
ticipants should bring 
gloves, bats, sneakers, 
and water.

For more information 
and links to the manda-
tory online registration 
and waiver forms, please 
visit athletics.plymouth.
edu/camps.

PLYMOUTH — The 
Plymouth State Univer-
sity men’s and women’s 
soccer programs have re-
leased the details of the 
annual fall Panther Soc-
cer ID Clinic.

The half-day clinics 
are geared toward high 
school players aged 
16-and-up with an in-
terest in playing at the 
collegiate level. Both 

clinics are scheduled for 
Sunday, Nov. 22, with 
the girls’ clinic running 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m., and the boys’ from 
2:15 to 5:30 p.m. An op-
tional, joint Admissions 
tour for both groups is 
scheduled for 1 to 2 p.m.

The Panther Soccer 
ID Clinics offer high 
school players the op-
portunity to train and 

play in the Plymouth 
State environment while 
gaining insight into the 
college recruitment pro-
cess. Participants will 
also learn what it takes 
to succeed physical-
ly, emotionally, tech-
nically, and tactically 
at the collegiate level. 
Attendees will receive 
a PSU soccer tee shirt 
and post-clinic access to 

LACONIA  – On 
Tuesday, Oct. 6, the 2026 
Champions for Kids 
Breakfast, sponsored by 
Platinum Group at RE/
MAX Bayside, brought 
together a capaci-
ty crowd of dedicated 
supporters, community 
leaders, volunteers, and 
a growing generation of 
new donors, demonstrat-
ing the Lakes Region's 
shared commitment to 
investing in local youth 
and supporting working 
families.

This year's event car-
ried the inspiring theme, 
"Together We Can Do 
It!" a message that res-
onated throughout the 
morning as attend-
ees were welcomed by 
Club youth who greeted 
guests and set an uplift-
ing tone for the program.

The opening moments 
of the breakfast captured 
the spirit of the Boys 
& Girls Clubs' mission. 
Club members led the 
audience in a power-
ful call-and-response 
affirmation used daily 
by staff member Nicole 
Wittenberg in her toddler 
classroom:  I am smart. I 
am kind. I am strong. I 
can do hard things. I’m 
a good friend. I’m glad 
you’re here.

As the capacity audi-
ence repeated each state-
ment alongside Club 
youth, the room was 
filled with energy, hope, 
and a reminder of the 
confidence and belong-
ing that the Clubs strive 
to instill in every young 
person they serve.

The program featured 
welcome remarks from 
Wendy Mills, whose 
family's story is deeply 
woven into the histo-
ry of youth services in 
the Lakes Region. Mills 
reflected on the tragic 

loss of her son, Robbie, 
whose murder in 1998 
became the catalyst for 
community leaders to 
establish a teen center 
in the region. That ef-
fort ultimately evolved 
into an organization that 
merged with the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Cen-
tral and Northern New 
Hampshire in 2015, ex-
panding opportunities 
and support for local 
youth.

"Robbie was looking 
forward to, but never got 
the chance to participate 
in, afterschool program-
ming like the Boys & 
Girls Club. I am a sup-
porter of the Boys & 
Girls Clubs because they 
have amazing goals and 
they make it all about 
the kids," said Mills.

The Champions for 
Kids Breakfast high-
lighted the critical role 
that quality youth devel-
opment programs play 
in supporting working 
families and strengthen-
ing the Lakes Region. 
As demand for afford-
able, reliable care and 
enrichment opportuni-
ties continues to grow, 
community support re-
mains essential to ensur-
ing children have safe 
places to learn, grow, 
and thrive while their 
parents work.

The strong turnout 

of both longtime cham-
pions and first-time 
supporters reflected a 
growing recognition that 
investing in young peo-
ple is an investment in 
the future of the region. 
Testimony from parents 
underlined how much 
programming supports 
not just their children, 
but the whole family.

Parent Jessica Mc-
Donald said, “Belmont 
Early Learning Center 
staff helped me become 
a stronger, wiser mother. 
And because Ana could 
stay in school, BELC 
changed my life, too. I 
could finish my degree, 
build a career at Campi-
on Insurance, and now 
provide for my children 
without state assis-
tance. That is because 
of BELC, and because 
of the understanding and 
patience they showed 
both of us.”

Chris Emond, CEO, 
shared, "We have an ob-
ligation to teach our chil-
dren to stand up for what 
they believe is right. To 
do this, we need to give 
them a foundation that 
includes a safe place to 
be, positive adult men-
tors, and opportunities 
to try new things."

Proceeds from the 
Breakfast will support 
the programs and ser-
vices that help local 

youth achieve academic 
success, develop healthy 
lifestyles, build strong 
character and leader-
ship skills, and provide 
working families with 
the support they need to 
succeed. This year, the 
Club added two new lo-
cations in the Lakes Re-
gion by opening the new 
Sara M. Allen Lakes Re-
gion Child Care Services 
site located at the Gale 
School in Belmont and 
assuming management 
of Plymouth State Uni-
versity’s former Cen-
ter for Young Children 
and Families, now the 
Early Care and Educa-
tion Center at Plymouth 
State University. 

Chris Kelly of the 
Platinum Group at Re/
Max Bayside closed out 
the event explaining how 
attendees could help by 
becoming members of 
the Champions for Kids 
Society and pledging 
$1,000 or more for the 
next five years. This 
year’s event raised a re-
cord-setting $503,710 
in gifts and pledges. 
Over the next several 
years, the funds will of-
fer sustainability for the 
Club’s programs, shore 
up the Club’s food pro-
gram among rising costs 
and decreasing federal 
funding, and strengthen 
staffing to better care for 

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

HOPKINTON — The 
Winnisquam boys fin-
ished 39th overall in a 
huge field at the Hop-
kinton Cross Country 
Festival on Saturday 
at the Hopkinton Fair-
grounds.

In a field of more 
than 300 runners, Cullen 
Desrochers led the Bears 
in the boys’ varsity race 
in 18:22 for 138th place. 
Lazar Arbutina was 
200th overall in 19:13, 
Carter Lloyd was 247th 
in 20:11 and Owen 
Bakis was 254th in 
20:30. Tristan Honeman 
rounded out the scoring 
for Winnisquam with a 
time of 20:36 for 256th 
place. Lucas Durphey 
was 257th in 20:39 and 
Kellan Hilliker was 
272nd in 21:26. 

Eloise Abbott led the 
way for the Bear girls in 
the varsity race with a 
time of 22:33 for 136th 
place and Anna Guer-
ra was 238th overall in 
28:51.

In the JV boys’ race, 
Ryan Courtney was 84th 

in 19:56, Alexander 
Paquette was 105th in 
20:11, Kyren Whitmore 
placed 135th in 20:56, 
Alexander Mauch was 
231st in a time of 23:07, 
Luke Larrabee was 
246th in 23:36, Grayson 
McSweeney placed 
292nd in 25:00, Samuel 
Button placed 308th in 
26:37, Andrew Paquette 
was 318th in 27:32 and 
Kamdyn Reagan finished 
in 319th place in 27:56.

Natalie Wolfe led 
the Bear girls in the JV 
race, finishing in 151st 
place in 28:52, Penelope 
McSweeney was 169th 
in 29:51, Ariana Max-
well finished in 187th 
place in 32:24 and Clara 
Sancho Yague was 205th 
in 38:22.

The Bears are sched-
uled to take part in the 
Capital Area Champion-
ships today, Oct. 15, at 
Merrimack Valley High 
School.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.
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LOW COST
SPAY/NEUTER

Rozzie May
Animal Alliance
cats and dogs.

Cat Cab service available.
Military discounts.

RMAA accepts NH Plan B.

Sign up on line
www.rozziemay.org
or call 603-447-1373

We provide the tools to We provide the tools to 
pass on your property pass on your property 
and your wisdom to and your wisdom to 

the ones you love.the ones you love.

Wills... Trusts...Wills... Trusts...
Family Law... ProbateFamily Law... Probate

572 Tenney Mountain Hwy., Plymouth, NH 03264
603-536-2700 | www.NHLawyer.Net

oralaw@gmail.com

Bears run in crowded 
field at Hopkinton 

Fairgrounds

PSU soccer ID clinics set for Nov. 22

PSU softball hosting
fall and winter clinics

Champions for Kids Breakfast draws capacity crowd, raises 
more than $500,000 for Lakes Region youth and families

those kids and families 
who need it most.

About Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Central

and Northern
New Hampshire

The Boys & Girls 
Clubs of the Lakes Re-
gion includes Lakes 
Region Child Care Ser-
vices and is a regional 
division of the parent or-
ganization Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Central and 
Northern New Hamp-
shire. In the Lakes Re-

gion alone, BGCCNH 
serves nearly 800 youth 
and provides more than 
89,000 meals and snacks 
at 9 locations: the Lakes 
Clubhouse in Laconia, 
Laconia Early Learning 
Center, River’s Edge, 
Belmont Boys & Girls 
Club, Belmont Early 
Learning Center, Sara 
M. Allen, Holderness 
Boys & Girls Club, Win-
nisquam Camp, and the 
early education center at 
Plymouth State.

video footage from the 
two technical/tactical 
training sessions.

The clinics are run by 
head coaches Rob Wright 
and Sammy Blizzard Bo-
gardus and their staffs 
and are limited to 28 par-
ticipants and a maximum 
of four goalkeepers. The 
registration fee is $85, 
and a multi-child discount 
is available.

Registration links, 
waiver forms, and the 
camp brochure can be 
found on the department 
website at athletics.
plymouth.edu/camps.

Salmonpress.com



There comes a point 
in a man’s life when he 
begins to appreciate the 
difference between being 
invited somewhere and be-
ing expected to stay until 
the furniture is put away.

I have reached that 
point.

Don’t misunderstand 
me. I enjoy a good gath-
ering. I like seeing old 
friends, catching up with 
neighbors and standing 
around a table of food pre-
tending I’m only going 
to have one more cracker 
with cheese.

But somewhere around 
my 60th birthday, I devel-
oped a new appreciation 
for getting home before 
the evening news.

My wife, who has 
considerably more social 
stamina than I do, finds 
this amusing. We can be at 
a perfectly pleasant gather-
ing, surrounded by perfect-
ly pleasant people, and I’ll 
begin checking my watch 
at approximately the same 
time the conversation turns 
to somebody’s upcoming 
kitchen renovation.

It’s not that I’m bored. 
I’m simply aware that my 
favorite chair is sitting 
empty at home, and I hate 
to disappoint it.

The problem, of course, 
is leaving.

In New Hampshire, 
leaving someone’s house 
isn’t a single action. It’s a 
complicated social ritual 
that can take longer than 
the visit itself.

First, you announce that 
you should probably get 
going.

Nobody takes this seri-
ously.

Someone offers anoth-
er cup of coffee. Some-
body else remembers a 
story they meant to tell 
you. Before you know it, 
you’re discussing a man 
from three towns over who 
once backed a snowmobile 
through a garage door.

Twenty minutes later, 
you stand up.

This is considered a 
significant development, 
although it doesn’t nec-
essarily mean you’re any 
closer to leaving.

You say 
something 
like, “Well, 
we really 
ought to 
be heading 
out.”

Your host responds, 
“No rush.”

And there you stand, 
coat in hand, while an en-
tirely new conversation 
begins.

Eventually, you make it 
to the front door.

This is where things be-
come dangerous.

The front door is where 
people remember the im-
portant stuff. Somebody 
asks how your son is do-
ing. Somebody mentions 
a mutual acquaintance. 
Your wife remembers that 
she wanted to ask about a 
recipe.

You put your coat on.
Then you take it off be-

cause the house is warm 
and apparently you’re 
going to be there another 
half-hour.

I’ve participated in de-
partures that required three 
separate handshakes, two 
hugs, a discussion about 
the weather and a detailed 
explanation of which road 
we planned to take home.

And this is before any-
body starts talking in the 
driveway.

The driveway goodbye 
is a New England insti-
tution.

It can happen in Jan-
uary, with the tempera-
ture hovering around 12 
degrees, and otherwise 
sensible adults will stand 
beside a running automo-
bile discussing whether 
the town should replace 
the old bridge.

Meanwhile, the person 
sitting in the passenger 
seat is slowly turning into 
a frozen vegetable.

I’ve been that person.
I’ve also been the fel-

low standing outside the 
car, enthusiastically con-
tinuing a conversation 
while my wife gives me 
increasingly meaningful 
looks through the wind-
shield.

Marriage teaches you 
many things. One of them 

is that a 
w o m a n 
can com-
munica te 
the phrase 
“Get in 

this car immediately” us-
ing nothing but her eye-
brows.

After 30 years, I can 
recognize that expression 
from 40 feet away.

Still, there’s something 
rather wonderful about 
the way people linger.

We live in a world 
where everything seems 
to be measured in min-
utes. We schedule ap-
pointments, rush through 
errands and complain 
when a traffic light stays 
red a few seconds longer 
than expected.

Yet put a few old 
friends together on a 
porch or in somebody’s 
kitchen, and suddenly 
nobody seems particu-
larly concerned about the 
clock.

The conversation wan-
ders. Stories get repeated. 
Someone remembers a 
person nobody has men-
tioned in 15 years, and 
for a few minutes, that 
person is part of the gath-
ering again.

I’ve noticed that the 
best conversations often 
happen after everybody 
has officially agreed the 
evening is over.

The formal visiting is 
finished. Nobody feels 
obligated to entertain an-
ybody. People relax, and 
the talk becomes a little 
more genuine.

That’s when some-
body shares a worry, re-
calls an old kindness or 
says something they’ve 
been carrying around for 
a while.

Sometimes, those ex-
tra 20 minutes turn out 
to be the most important 
part of the evening.

I was reminded of that 
recently when we visited 
some friends. We’d had 
a lovely time, and I’d 
already begun mentally 
planning the remainder 
of my evening.

A comfortable chair. 
Something mindless 

on television. Perhaps 
a bowl of ice cream if I 
could convince myself it 
was a reasonable nutri-
tional decision.

We said our goodbyes. 
Then we said them again.

Finally, standing near 
the door, our host men-
tioned an old friend we 
hadn’t seen in years. That 
led to a story about a 
summer long ago, which 
led to another memory, 
and before long all four 
of us were laughing so 
hard that nobody could 
finish a sentence. I for-
got about the television. I 
even forgot about the ice 
cream.

For a while, we were 
younger people again, 
remembering the sorts of 
things that seem insignif-
icant when they happen 
but somehow grow more 
precious with time.

When we finally made 
it to the car, my wife 
looked over at me.

“See?” she said. 
“Aren’t you glad we 
stayed?”

I had to admit that I 
was.

Of course, admit-
ting your wife is right 
is something a married 
man should do regularly, 
even if he occasionally 
requires a little encour-
agement.

These days, I still ap-
preciate a quiet evening 
at home. I still believe 
there’s nothing wrong 
with leaving a party be-
fore the last folding chair 
has been stacked. But I’m 
trying not to be quite so 
quick to reach for my 
coat. Because the older I 
get, the more I realize that 
time spent with good peo-
ple is rarely time wasted.

And someday, when 
we’re remembering the 
friends we’ve known and 
the evenings we’ve shared, 
I doubt we’ll regret the ex-
tra half-hour spent talking 
in somebody’s driveway.

Although I reserve the 
right to reconsider that 
philosophy when it’s 12 
degrees outside. Especial-
ly if I’m the one sitting in 
the passenger seat.

Opinion Letter submission policy
Letters to the Editor must include the author’s name, address, and a daytime phone 

number for purposes of verification in order to be considered for publication. Only the 
author’s name and the town in which they reside will be published. Letters submitted 
without all of the required information will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of the Editor to determine whether a submission satisfies our 
requirements and decency standards, and any submission may be rejected at any time for 
any reason he or she might deem appropriate.
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Victories beyond the score 
board matter too

In high school athletics, success is usually measured in wins and 
losses, championships and individual accomplishments. Scoreboards 
tell one story, but they rarely tell the whole story. Sometimes, the most 
meaningful victories have little to do with the final score. That is what 
makes the recent recognition of Winnisquam Regional High School 
particularly worthy of celebration.

At the New Hampshire Interscholastic Athletic Association’s an-
nual meeting Sept. 21, Winnisquam was named the Division III run-
ner-up for the NHIAA Sportsmanship Award. The honor, determined 
by athletic directors throughout the division with input from their 
coaches, recognizes something that cannot be measured by statistics: 
character. For the student-athletes, coaches, families and supporters 
who represent Winnisquam, this recognition should be a source of 
considerable pride.

There is something especially meaningful about an award that 
comes from one’s peers. The athletic directors and coaches casting 
those votes are the people who see Winnisquam teams compete, who 
interact with their coaches and who witness how players and specta-
tors conduct themselves when emotions run high. Their recognition 
suggests that the Bears have made a positive impression well beyond 
their home fields and gymnasium.

Athletic Director Ian Snowdeal credited the school’s coaches with 
establishing an example of respect and integrity that carries through 
to student-athletes and fans. That observation gets to the heart of what 
high school sports should accomplish.

A good coach teaches far more than how to execute a play, im-
prove a serve or defend a goal. Coaches help young people understand 
accountability, perseverance, teamwork and the importance of treating 
others with dignity.

Those lessons are not always easy to teach, particularly when a 
championship is on the line or a disappointing loss brings frustration. 
Yet those are precisely the moments when sportsmanship matters 
most.

Anyone can shake hands after an easy victory. Showing grace af-
ter a heartbreaking defeat requires considerably more maturity. Like-
wise, respecting an official’s decision when it goes against your team, 
encouraging a struggling teammate or acknowledging an opponent’s 
outstanding performance demonstrates a kind of strength that extends 
well beyond athletics. These qualities matter because the vast majority 
of high school athletes will not go on to play professionally. Their 
athletic careers may end with graduation, but the habits they develop 
through competition will accompany them into college, the workplace 
and their communities.

The young person who learns to accept criticism constructively 
may become a better employee. The athlete who learns to put the 
team’s interests ahead of personal recognition may become a strong-
er community leader. The student who learns to respect an opponent 
may carry that same respect into disagreements later in life. That is the 
lasting value of school athletics.

The recognition also serves as a reminder that sportsmanship is 
not solely the responsibility of those wearing uniforms. Parents and 
spectators have an important role in establishing the atmosphere sur-
rounding high school competition. Their conduct from the sidelines 
and bleachers can reinforce the values coaches work to instill, or un-
dermine them. Young athletes notice how adults respond to contro-
versial calls, disappointing performances and opposing teams. When 
adults demonstrate patience, encouragement and respect, they provide 
lessons every bit as influential as those delivered during practice.

For communities such as Tilton, Northfield and Sanbornton, school 
athletics offer something else of value: a shared source of identity and 
pride. The Bears represent more than an individual school. They repre-
sent the families, neighbors and communities that support them.

The sportsmanship banner now hanging in the Winnisquam Re-
gional High School gymnasium is therefore more than another ath-
letic decoration. It represents a standard worth maintaining and an 
example future generations of athletes can strive to follow.

As the fall sports season approaches its conclusion, there will be 
more opportunities to cheer for Winnisquam’s teams, celebrate senior 
athletes and recognize the dedication required to compete.  There will 
be victories worth remembering and losses that sting. Both are part of 
sports. But long after the scores have been forgotten, the reputation 
these young athletes establish through their conduct can endure.

Congratulations to Winnisquam’s coaches, student-athletes, fam-
ilies and supporters for demonstrating that winning with class, and 
losing with dignity, are accomplishments worthy of recognition.

Championship banners celebrate what a team achieved during a 
season. A sportsmanship banner celebrates the kind of people a school 
is helping its students become. And that may be the greater victory.

The fine art of knowing when to leave

By CHIPPY

Kind Hearts,
Cold Winters

Courtesy Photo

The Runaway Pumpkin 
WOW Trail fundraiser 
returns to Laconia on 
Oct. 24! Participants 
who register by Oct. 
10 will receive a long-
sleeved technical shirt 
sponsored by MVSB. 
The annual race and 
community event helps 
raise funds to support 
the maintenance and 
continued improvement 
of the WOW Trail. 
Go to www.wowtrail.
org/runawaypumpkin 
to learn more and to 
register. Pictured, from 
left, are Jennifer Beetle, 
Runaway Pumpkin 
Event Director; Susan 
Dagostino, MVSB 
Branch & Business 
Development Officer; 
Jamie Poire, Runaway 
Pumpkin Race Director; 
and Samantha LeClair, 
MVSB Business 
Development Officer.



LACONIA — TCG 
Entertainment, the lead-
ing producer of live en-
tertainment, announces 
its all-new Cirque Musi-
ca Holiday Wonderland 
tour across the U.S. and 
Canada.  A must-see hol-
iday event and beloved 
tradition for families ev-
erywhere, Cirque Musi-
ca Holiday Wonderland 
visits the Colonial The-
atre on Sunday, Nov. 22. 
Tickets are on sale now 
at www.CirqueMusica.
com.  https://www.etix.
com/ticket/p/39284770/
c i r q u e - m u s i c a - h o l i-
day-wonderland-laco-
nia-colonial-theatre

This holiday season, 
Cirque Musica Holiday 
Wonderland 2026 invites 
audiences into a lumi-
nous world where time 
bends and wonder takes 
over. When our heroes are 
swept into an enchanting 
winter realm, they begin 
to rediscover something 
unexpected—the mag-
ic, curiosity and joy they 
thought they had out-
grown.

Reimagined for 2026, 
this all-new production 
features your favorite hol-
iday music and a bold line-
up of breathtaking cirque 
acts. From gravity-de-
fying aerialists to edge-
of-your-seat acrobatics, 
each moment is crafted to 
feel more dreamlike and 
emotionally resonant than 
ever before. It’s a fresh 
take on a beloved tradi-
tion and unlike anything 
audiences have seen from 
Cirque Musica in its 17-
year history.

Touring cities across 
North America, the produc-
tion brings together elite 
performers from around 
the globe to create a visu-
ally stunning and musically 
rich holiday experience for 
audiences of all ages. In se-
lect markets, guests can en-
hance their visit with a VIP 
experience, offering exclu-

sive behind-the-scenes ac-
cess, cast meet-and-greets 
and interactive photo op-
portunities.

“We wanted this year’s 
production to feel trans-
portive in a completely 
new way—something that 
doesn’t just celebrate the 
holidays but makes au-
diences feel like they’ve 
stepped inside them,” said 
Stephen Cook, President 
of TCG Entertainment 
and Producer of Cirque 
Musica.

Cirque Musica Holiday 
Wonderland is an unfor-
gettable experience for the 
entire family to enjoy – a 
world-class circus experi-
ence infused with the hol-
iday classics we all love. 
Experience the magic live 
at the Colonial Theatre 
on Sunday, Nov. 22—and 
step into a holiday world 
you won’t want to leave. 
For more information 
on ticketing, visit www.
CirqueMusica.com.

About Cirque Musica
Cirque Musica is one of 

the top cirque-style shows in 
the industry. Since its incep-
tion in 2010, the world-re-
nowned cast has performed 
feats of grace, skill, and 
strength to audience mem-
bers worldwide. The visu-
ally stunning masterpiece 
of artistic interpretations 
combines mesmerizing ac-
robats, aerialists and dare-
devil athleticism with the 
greatest music of all time. 
Current and past produc-

LACONIA — The 
Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present Bat 
Out of Helloween: Cel-
ebrating Meat Loaf and 
Rocky Horror on Friday, 
Oct. 23, at 8 p.m. Tick-
ets to the show are on 
sale now at ColonialLa-
conia.com or by calling 
1-800-657-8774.

Bat Out of Helloween 
is more than a concert - 
it is a powerful live ex-
perience that brings to 
life the music of Meat 
Loaf, Rocky Horror and 
other spooky hits. The 
show features alumni 
of Meat Loaf’s official 
band, Neverland Ex-
press fronted by Andrew 
Polec.

Andrew Polec orig-
inated the role of Strat 
in Bat Out of Hell: The 
Musical in London’s 
West End and across in-
ternational productions 
earning critical acclaim 
for his ability to cap-
ture the intensity of Jim 
Steinman’s writing. His 

performance uniquely 
bridges the theatrical or-
igins of the material with 
the raw power of a live 
rock concert, delivering 
a frontman presence that 
is both electrifying and 
deeply authentic.

“The only band en-
dorsed by me and Jim 
Steinman,” Meat Loaf 
said of this tribute to his 
musical legacy.

“Do not miss this! 
This is the closest you 
could possibly get… 
This is not a tribute 
band, but Meat’s incred-
ible, actual band and 
this band rocks!” raves 
Sir Brian May of Queen.

“Andrew is phenom-
enal, the definitive em-
bodiment of the rock-
and-roll spirit,” says Jim 
Steinman.

About The Colonial
Theatre of Laconia
The original owner, 

Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the the-
atre featured a fire cur-

tain depicting Venice 
as seen from the water.  
In August of 2002, the 
theatre closed after 87 
years of operation. On 
June 15, 2015, the City 
of Laconia announced 
a partnership with the 
Belknap Economic 
Development Council 
(BEDC) to purchase, 
renovate, and reopen 
the Colonial. The newly 
reopened Colonial The-
atre has a seating capac-
ity of 750 and plays host 
to various performanc-
es, including music, the-
atre, comedy, and civic 
events. Spectacle Man-
agement manages the 
Colonial Theatre and is 
home to the Powerhouse 
Theatre Collaborative. 
The Colonial Theatre 
is located at 609 Main 
Street, Laconia, NH 

03246.www.colonialla-
conia.com

About Spectacle Live
Founded in 2012, 

Spectacle Live offers 
venue operations, book-
ing, programming, mar-
keting, and production 
services across New 
England from offices in 
Lexington, MA, Low-
ell, MA, and Laconia, 
NH. The company part-
ners with over a doz-
en venues to manage 
facilities and promote 
a variety of events, in-
cluding concerts, com-
edy, theater, and family 
entertainment. For more 
information, contact 
Pete Lally atplally@
spectaclelive.com  or 
617-531-1257. www.
spectaclelive.com

Bat Out of Helloween brings celebration of 
Meat Loaf and Rocky Horror to the Colonial

All-new Cirque Musica Holiday 
Wonderland tour stops in Laconia Nov. 22
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HIGHEST PRICES PAID
All US and foreign silver and gold coins, estate jewelry, 

scrap gold, diamonds. Free oral appraisals. 
NORTH COUNTRY COINS. 

Main St., Plymouth, NH 536-2625.

WE DO IT ALL
WELL DRILLING        PUMP SYSTEMS

FILTERS

Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

Your Base Camp In The Whites!
Everyone Welcome!

Hike, bike, golf, boat, explore!

WWW.MOUNTAINFAIREINN.COM

tions include Cirque Musica 
Symphonic, Cirque Musica 
Querida-The Official Cele-

bration of Juan Grabiel, He-
roes and Villains, and more, 
Cirque Musica shows are 

ground-breaking produc-
tions guaranteed to thrill and 
captivate audiences of all 

ages. For more information 
visit, www.CirqueMusica.
com

About
TCG Entertainment
TCG Entertainment 

is a leading producer of 
creative content for live 
entertainment properties 
and touring productions. 
Owning multiple intel-
lectual properties, and 
partnering with top IP 
holders and studios, TCG 
has generated decades 
worth of live family fun 
and entertainment.  With a 
laundry list of productions 
enjoyed by millions of au-
dience members around 
the globe, TCG is the 
leading authority in pro-
viding brands a visionary, 
one-stop source for live 
touring and experiences. 
Current and past produc-
tions include DC Films in 
Concert, multiple produc-
tions of Cirque Musica, 
MasterChef Live, Rocky 
in Concert, A Night of 
Symphonic Rock, and 
more. www.TCGEnt.com



LACONIA — Fol-
lowing a triumphant year 
celebrating the 30th an-
niversary of their plat-
inum-certified break-
through album Hot, the 
Squirrel Nut Zippers have 
announced that they are 
bringing the party into the 
holiday season with the 
return of their acclaimed 
Christmas Caravan Tour, a 
joyous musical celebration 
that has become one of 
America's most cherished 
and distinctive holiday tra-
ditions.

Tickets for Squirrel Nut 
Zippers Christmas Cara-
van Tour at the Colonial 
Theatre of Laconia on 
Thursday, Dec. 17 at 7:30 
p.m. are on sale now at Co-
lonialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

Blending the warmth of 
Christmas classics with the 
infectious energy of New 

Orleans jazz, vintage swing, 
folk traditions, blues, and 

for the Raiders and Bronson 
Glines went the other way 
for a bid that was saved by 
Pacetti.

With 29:23 to go in the 
first half, Glines delivered 
the go-ahead goal for the 
Raiders to make it 2-1. Mat-
thews sent a nice ball up to 
Glines for a bid with Jon 
Wright and Hatfield making 
a solid defensive stand. Per-
rault connected with Abbott 
for a chance that Monasky 
made a diving save on and 
Smith went the other way 
for a chance that Pacet-
ti came out to clear away. 
Pacetti stopped another 
Belmont chance from Mat-
thews while Perrault had a 
direct kick going the other 
way.

Abbott had a solid defen-
sive stand on a chance from 
Kyle Waldron and Noah 
Bassett made a good stop 
on a run from Smith. Zayn 
Morris sent a shot over the 
net for Belmont and Abbott 
made a run that was stopped 
by Geoffrey in the defen-
sive backfield. Winnisquam 
had a corner kick but could 
not convert and St. Hilaire 
had a chance denied by 
Monasky. Matthews made 
a nice defensive stand and 
Abbott had a run stopped 
by Geoffrey, with Winnis-
quam getting another corner 
kick chance. Kaito Tamaru 
got in close on a throw-in 
for the Bears, but Monasky 
made the save and the de-
fense cleared the ball. Smith 
headed a chance on net that 
Pacetti saved and Belmont 
had a corner that they could 
not convert.

Perrault just missed 
connecting with Abbott on 
a bid and Perrault made a 
run into the zone that led to 
another Bear corner kick. 
Abbott had a bid denied by 
Monasky and Winnisquam 
came back with a couple of 
corners, with Monasky sav-
ing a bid from Bassett and 
Perrault sending a shot high 
while Wyatt Bamford had 
a good clear on the second 
kick for the Raiders. Per-
rault sent a direct kick over 

the net and the game went 
to the half with the Raiders 
up 2-1.

Hatfield had a good 
defensive stop for Winnis-
quam to start the second half 
and Durand had a run for 
the Raiders. Belmont had a 
corner kick that David Ma-
honey sent over the top of 
the net and Pacetti stopped 
a bid from Evan Martinez. 
Perrault sent a direct kick 
wide of the net and Waldron 
just missed connecting with 
Bamford going the other 
direction. St. Hilaire made 
a defensive stop on Smith 
and Durand and Bassett had 
a strong defensive play on 
Smith while Pacetti handled 
a shot from Glines.

Winnisquam had a cor-

ner kick chance but could 
not convert and Mahoney 
had a chance going the 
other way that went wide. 
Abbott made a run for the 
Bears that Sam Binder was 
able to turn back and both 
Simon Ahlgren and Bas-
sett had good clears for the 
Bears. Perrault had a direct 
kick go wide of the net and 
the Bears had a corner that 
couldn’t connect. 

Abbott sent a ball in to St. 
Hilaire, who saw his shot go 
wide of the net and Glines 
went the other way with a 
chance that went high. Joey 
Thomas had a shot for the 
Raiders that Pacetti stopped 
and Abbott sent a shot wide 
of the net.

With about two minutes 

to play in the game, the 
Bears were able to score 
off a throw-in to pull even 
at two as the ball bounced 
around in front of the net, hit 
a few different bodies and 
went into the net. The Bears 
turned away a late Belmont 
corner kick to salvage the 
2-2 tie.

The two teams will play 
again on Tuesday, Oct. 20, 
at Belmont at 3:30 p.m.

Winnisquam will also be 
hosting Conant on Friday, 
Oct. 16, and Belmont will 
be hosting Inter-Lakes on 
Friday, Oct. 16, at 3:30 p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.
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We support
National Breast Cancer

Awareness Month

JAFFREY, NH
603.532.7716

PEMBROKE, NH
603.224.7483

SUNAPEE, NH
603.763.9070

ANDOVER, NH
603.735.5544

ASHLAND, NH
603.968.7626

WINCHENDON, MA
978.297.1162

BROOKLINE, NH
603.673.4549

PETERBOROUGH, NH
603.924.9436

MOULTONBOROUGH, NH
603.253.4404

www.belletetes.com

NASHUA, NH
603.880.7778

Building Strength
Building Hope

Joshua Spaulding

Belmont goalie Ryan Monasky dives to make a save during action last Tuesday 
against Winnisquam.

Joshua Spaulding

Brady Nelson goes after the ball during his team’s game with Belmont last Tuesday.

Squirrel Nut Zippers keep 30th anniversary celebration 
going with festive Christmas Caravan Tour

MEREDITH — Join 
us at the Meredith Fine 
Craft Gallery on Satur-
day, Oct. 24 from 2 – 4 
p.m. for a Felted Pump-
kins class with juried art-
ist Hannah Gage.

In this begin-
ner-friendly class, fiber 
artist Hannah Gage will 
guide students through 
the process of creating a 
small and simple pump-
kin using needle felting 
techniques. These fuzzy 
pumpkin figures make 
for great fall decorations 
with a personal hand-
made touch.

All materials, includ-
ing wool and felting 
tools, will be provided 
for use during the work-
shop. Students will com-
plete a finished felted 
piece that can be framed 
later. No prior experi-
ence is necessary—just 
an interest in learning a 
new fiber art technique. 
Students should bring 
water, and a snack if de-
sired.

Tuition is $40 per stu-
dent, with a $25 materi-
als fee paid cash or check 
to the instructor on the 
day of class.

Space is limited, and 
pre-registration is re-
quired.

Those who wish to 
take the class must sign 
up by Wednesday, Oct. 
21.

To register for this 
workshop, call the Mere-
dith Fine Craft Gallery at 
(603) 279-7920 or visit 
the Gallery at 279 Dan-
iel Webster Highway in 
Meredith.

For more details, vis-
it our Web site at http://
meredith.nhcrafts.org/
classes/ and our Face-
book page at http://www.
facebook.com/nhcraft/.

The Meredith Fine 
Craft Gallery is locat-
ed at 279 DW Highway, 
Meredith, and is dedicat-
ed to the education and 
support of New Hamp-
shire’s fine craft tradi-
tion since 1932.

Learn to make
felted pumpkins with 

Hannah Gage

Americana, the Christmas 
Caravan transforms venues 
into festive wonderlands 
where audiences are trans-
ported to a bygone era filled 
with revelry, nostalgia, and 
holiday cheer.

For more than two de-
cades, the Christmas Car-
avan Tour has captivated 
audiences nationwide with 
its unique mix of seasonal 
favorites, fan-loved orig-
inals from their hit album 
Christmas Caravan, which 
has sold more than 250,000 
copies and reached #12 on 

the Billboard Holiday Al-
bums chart, and the band's 
signature blend of musical 
styles. Equal parts holiday 
concert, vaudeville revue, 
and vintage variety show, 
the performance delivers an 
unforgettable evening filled 
with dazzling musician-
ship, spirited sing-alongs, 
heartwarming moments, 
and plenty of surprises.

"The Christmas Caravan 
Tour has always been about 
creating a sense of wonder 
and community," said Jim-
bo Mathus, frontman and 

co-founder of the Squirrel 
Nut Zippers. "The holidays 
are one of the few times 
when people slow down 
long enough to gather and 
share music. We wanted to 
create something that feels 
timeless—a celebration of 
old-world Christmas tradi-
tions, American roots mu-
sic, and the joy of bringing 
people together. Every year 
the audience becomes part 
of the show, and that's what 
makes it so special."

This year's Christmas 
Caravan promises an eve-

ning of musical storytell-
ing and festive celebra-
tion. Whether performing 
a swinging rendition of a 
Christmas classic, a New 
Orleans-inspired holiday 
romp, or one of their sig-
nature hits, the Squirrel 
Nut Zippers create a con-
cert experience that feels 
equally at home beneath 
twinkling Christmas lights 
and inside a lively Prohibi-
tion-era speakeasy.

The tour follows the 
band's highly successful 
30th anniversary celebra-
tion of Hot, the landmark 
album that helped spark the 
swing revival of the 1990s 
and remains one of the era's 
most influential recordings 
with. Certified platinum 
and featuring the hit sin-
gle "Hell," Hot introduced 
millions of listeners to the 
band's inventive fusion of 
jazz, swing, blues, folk, and 
Southern roots music and 
continues to resonate with 
new audiences with the sin-
gle recently featured in hit 
TV series like Wednesday 
(2025) and Lucifer (2021).

As the band commem-
orates three decades of 
Hot, the Christmas Cara-
van serves as both a hol-
iday celebration and a 
testament to the enduring 
appeal of one of Ameri-
ca's most original musical 
groups.



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

TILTON — Some-
times when David takes 
on Goliath, Goliath 
wins. Such was the case 
on Wednesday, Oct. 7, 
when the powerful Gil-
ford field hockey team 
took care of business 
against host Winnis-
quam and returned home 
with the 14-0 win.

Gilford’s Catherine 
Fay had an early de-
fensive stop before the 
Golden Eagles went on 
the attack, with Gra-
cie Makely and Kaylin 
Liesner making sol-
id defensive stops for 
the Bears on runs from 
Grace Southworth and 
Abi Lyman while Riley 
Coutts also had a strong 
centering pass for the 
Golden Eagles.

Gilford struck with 11 
minutes to go in the first 
half, as Coutts found the 
back of the net for the 
1-0 lead. Southworth 
had a shot wide of the 
net and Mylie Keith sent 
a nice ball up the field 
for the Bears.

With 8:41 to go in the 
first quarter, Fay ripped 
a shot to the back of the 
net from the top of the 
circle for the 2-0 lead 

and with 7:03 to go, Fay 
sent the ball into the 
circle and Southworth 
tipped it past Winn-
isquam goalie Olivia 
Power for the 3-0 lead. 
Southworth made anoth-
er run that was stopped 
by Addison Todt for the 
Bears and Fay sent an-
other ball in to Coutts 
that went wide of the 
net. Emma Legro sent a 
couple of balls wide of 
the net for Gilford and 
Makely had a good clear 
for the Bears.

Gilford upped the 
lead to 4-0 with 3:01 to 
go in the first, as South-
worth put home a re-
bound of a Power save. 
Keith had a long ball 
through the circle for 
the Bears and Makely 
made a good defensive 
stop on Coutts and Pow-
er stopped a Southworth 
shot. Todt had a clear 
late and Gilford had the 
4-0 lead after one quar-
ter.

Adi Baron had a good 
run to start the second 
for Gilford with Make-
ly making the defensive 
stop and Keith sent a 
good ball up to Brooke 
Gammon, with Susanna 
Tilley making a solid 
defensive stop. Layla 

Gloddy had a nice de-
fensive stop for Winnis-
quam and Power stopped 
a shot from Southworth.

Gilford upped the 
lead to 5-0 on a cor-
ner with Kierra Walk-
er ripping a shot past 
Power for the 5-0 lead 
with 12:27 to go. Walk-
er and Ady Lemien had 
shots denied by Pow-
er and Keith had a nice 
clear. Gammon just 
missed connecting with 
Iris Vieira on a bid that 
Addi Hodsdon cleared 
for Gilford while Keith 
also had a good defen-
sive chance. Lemien and 
Coutts connected on a 
bid that went wide and 
Walker sent a ball wide 
on a corner chance. 
Power turned away a bid 
from Lyman and Gilford 
had another corner, with 
Tilley sending the ball 
in to Southworth, who’s 
bid went wide.

Power denied a 
Coutts chance and Fay 
made a run that was 
stopped by Keith’s de-
fense while Vieira went 
the other way with a bid 
that Tilley turned away. 
Gilford upped the lead 
to 6-0 with 2:42 to go, as 
Coutts had a bid denied 
by Power and Baron was 

there to put the ball in 
the net for the 6-0 lead.

The Golden Eagles 
made it 7-0 just before 
halftime with a shot 
from Lyman that was 
tipped into the net by 
Coutts for the 7-0 half-
time lead.

Gilford scored just 30 
seconds into the second 
half, with Southworth 
finishing off a feed from 
Coutts for the 8-0 lead. 
Coutts made another 
run that Gloddy stopped 
and Gloddy had another 
good clear while Viei-
ra made a run the other 
way that was stopped by 
Gilford goalie Addalyn 
Montminy. Winnisqum 
had a corner chance that 
Vieira sent wide of the 
net and Baron had a shot 
denied by Power. 

Gilford upped the 
lead to 9-0 with 9:45 
to go with Coutts scor-
ing the ninth goal of 
the game. GLoddy had 

another defensive stop 
and Power handled a 
bid from Baron before 
Gilford scored its 10th 
goal with 7:40 to go, as 
Tilley sent a nice ball in 
to Coutts who finished 
it off. Baron and Coutts 
had chances denied by 
Power and Liesner had a 
good defensive stop.

Southworth scored 
with 6:21 to go to make 
it 11-0 and Coutts sent 
another shot wide of the 
net. Gammon sent a nice 
ball up to Vieira and 
Southworth came back 
with a shot that Pow-
er stopped. Baron and 
Southworth got in close 
for a bid that Power han-
dled and Gloddy made a 
solid stop on a Lemien 
run. Gilford had a corner 
chance, with Lyman’s 
shot denied by Power 
and Baron’s chance at 
the rebound was also 
stopped.

With 1:40 to go in 

the third quarter, Leg-
ro scored for the 12-0 
lead and with 50 sec-
onds to go, Coutts sent 
a nice ball in to Baron, 
who found Legro for 
her second goal and the 
13-0 lead after three. 
The Golden Eagles add-
ed one more goal in the 
fourth for the 14-0 final 
score.

Gilford wraps up the 
regular season on Fri-
day, Oct. 16, at home 
against Monadnock at 
4 p.m. while the Bears 
wrapped up their season 
after deadline.

The Division III tour-
nament starts on Thurs-
day, Oct. 22, at the home 
of the higher seed.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.
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Weekdays Open @ 4pm
Weekends Open @ Noon

Closed Tuesdays

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
NIGHTS 

6PM  9PM

MONDAY 
NIGHTS
6PM  8PM

LIVE MUSIC!LIVE MUSIC!

We Solve Problems!

2026

ASPHALT      METAL      WOOD

603-766-3377 • 603ROOFERS.COM
H I R E  A  P R O F E S S I O N A L  W H O  I S  C E R T I F I E D  &  F U L LY  I N S U R E D

COMPLETE
ROOFING SOLUTIONS

THE BEST
PROUD TO BE

OF THE

LAKES REGION
2 Years In A Row!

Our Ashland location has an immediate opening for a full-time 
delivery driver.  A CDL-B license is required with 3 years 
experience preferred but not necessary; and a safe and clean 
driving record. This position can involve heavy lifting.   

You may apply in person or download a driver application 
from our website.  All applications should be submitted to:  

Delivery Driver

Competitive Wages
Health Insurance

Paid Holidays Paid Time OffPaid Vacation
Profit Sharing      Store Discounts Much More!

Dan Uhlman, Manager
Ashland Lumber, 20 West St. Ashland, NH 03217

or email at duhlman@belletetes.com
E.O.E.

FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE SCHEDULE OR ANY QUESTIONS VISIT
HAMARENA.COM or CALL 603.447.5886

ICE OUT May, June & July, See website for Spring and Summer offerings.

Public Skating • Stick & Puck • Birthday Party Packages
Youth Hockey • Figure Skating • Private Rental Hours

Adult Tournaments • Youth Tournaments • Adult Leagues
Pro Shop • Slap Shot Cafe • Learn to Curl & More!

The coolest place in the valley

170 Daniel Webster Highway
Belmont, NH 03220 

603-524-2308
www.homeenergyproducts.netYour Local HVAC Experts 

for 35 Years!

Enjoy 0% 
financing for 

18 months.*

*Offer through Synchrony Financial. Balance must be paid in 18 months or interest 
will be applied. $29 account activation fee will apply.

Falling leaves mean 
falling temperatures

Bears can’t keep up with strong Gilford attack

Joshua Spaulding

Gilford’s Grace Southworth looks to get the ball past Winnisquam goaltender 
Olivia Power in action last Wednesday in Tilton.

Joshua Spaulding

Winnisquam’s Brooke Gammon controls the ball during action against Gilford 
last week.



LACONIA – The Great-
er Lakes Region Children’s 
Fund is accepting applica-
tions for funding until Oct. 
15. Details and an online 
application are available at 
childrensfundnh.org.

Local nonprofit organi-
zations that provide support 
to local children and their 
families in need are encour-
aged to apply for funding if 
they:

• Hold tax-exempt status 

under Section 501(c) 3 of 
the Internal Revenue Code 
and/or public agency status.

• Serve Greater Lakes 
Region’s children in need.

• Have a proven history 
of providing value to the 
children in the region.

Numerous fundraising 
events in the Lakes Region 
throughout the year support 
the Greater Lakes Region 
Children’s Fund, including 
a four-day signature event, 

the Children’s Auction, ev-
ery December.

In the past four decades, 
the organization has distrib-
uted more than $10 million 
to over 150 nonprofits that 
serve low-income families 
and children in the Lakes 
Region.

For more information on 
how to apply and the kinds 
of organizations funded, 
visit childrensauction.org.

MEREDITH — The 
stage of the Winnipe-
saukee Playhouse will 
be transformed into an 
Italian village square 
when the children’s mu-

sical, “The Commedia 
Pinocchio: An A Capella 
Musical” is presented on 
Oct. 17 and 24-25. The 
Playhouse’s Profession-
al Theatre for Young 

Audiences program is 
now in its fourth year, 
once again providing a 
high-quality production 
of a beloved children’s 
story for audiences of 

all ages.
In this charming mu-

sical, a troupe of clas-
sic Italian commedia 
dell’arte performers de-
scends upon a village 
square, armed with only 
a trunk full of rudimen-
tary costumes and props. 
Imagination takes flight 
as they begin to tell the 
tale of the woodcarv-
er Geppetto, the wise 
cricket, the naughty 
boys who transform into 
donkeys, and all of the 
adventures you expect 
from the story of a spe-
cial puppet who yearns 
to be a real boy.

The musical is suit-
able for a family au-
dience of all ages as 
younger children will 
be captivated by the fa-
miliar characters in the 
“Pinocchio” story while 
older children and adults 
will appreciate the in-
ventiveness of the trav-
elling commedia troupe. 
Developed in Italy 
during the 1500s, com-

media dell’arte became 
one of Europe’s most 
influential theatrical 
traditions. Profession-
al companies traveled 
from place to place per-
forming for audiences 
in public squares, mar-
ketplaces, courts, and 
theatres. They didn’t 
need elaborate scenery 
to create a world. With 
masks, costumes, props, 
music, physical comedy, 
and a great deal of imag-
ination, a company of 
actors could turn almost 
anywhere into a stage.

Director Cory Law-
son says, “Commedia 
dell’arte embraces silli-
ness. It embraces the 
clown, the ridiculous, 
the unexpected, and the 
wonderful possibility 
that something might 
go completely wrong. 
It invites actors to play 
with one another and, 
just as importantly, to 
play with the audience. 
There is no fourth wall 
here. Nothing is hidden. 

We share the magic with 
you and invite you in on 
the joke.”

The production wel-
comes back Robert 
Hooghkirk and Grace 
Gilbert, who were fea-
tured in last year’s pro-
duction of “Winnie-the-
Pooh.” They are joined 
by Emmie Shoemake 
Wright, Gio Coppo-
la, and Robert Sharkey 
who are all making their 
Playhouse debuts. Miles 
Messier is the music 
director, and Margaret 
Fair provides the chore-
ography.

Performances will 
take place on Oct. 17 
and 24 at 10 a.m. and 
3 p.m. and Oct. 25 at 1 
p.m. The production is 
generously sponsored by 
R&D Paving and Lakes 
Region Community Col-
lege. Tickets are avail-
able online at www.win-
nipesaukeeplayhouse.
org or over the phone at 
(603) 279-0333.
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Winni Playhouse presents a musical 
for the whole family!

Deadline nearing for Greater 
Lakes Region Children’s 

Fund grant requests



LACONIA — The 
Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present Irish 
Christmas in America 
on Sunday, Dec. 20, at 5 
p.m. Tickets to the show 
are on sale now at Colo-
nialLaconia.com or by 
calling 1-800-657-8774.

Celebrating its 21st 
year, popular holiday 
show “Irish Christmas 
in America” brings a 

fascinating performance 
of music, song, dance, 
and stories of season-
al  Irish traditions. Pro-
duced by Sligo fiddler 
Oisín Mac Diarmada, 
the long-running show 
features top Irish music, 
song and dance in an en-
gaging performance rich 
in humor and boundless 
energy.

The holiday show 

was first conceived in 
2005 with past tours fea-
turing such stellar guest 
vocalists as Niamh Far-
rell, Séamus & Méabh 
Begley, Teresa Horgan, 
Lumiere. Mac Diarmada 
enthuses about the pro-
gram as a way to bring 
traditional and often un-
known Irish customs to 
the States. “One of the 
most heartfelt themes of 

Irish Christmas is emi-
gration,” says Mac Diar-
mada. “Music was a way 
that people stayed close 
to home.”

A sparkling  tradi-
tion among  holiday 
events, Irish Christmas 
in America is a special 
show to see this season. 
For more information, 
visit irishchristmas.com.

LACONIA — The 
Colonial Theatre of 
Laconia will present 
Lakes Region Sympho-
ny Orchestra Presents 
Holiday Pops! with 
Guest Artist Catherine 
Martinez on Saturday, 
Dec. 5, at 7 p.m. Tick-
ets to the show are on 
sale now at ColonialLa-
conia.com or by calling 
1-800-657-8774.

Put on your favor-
ite Christmas sweater, 
gather your loved ones, 
and come experience 
the wonder and joy of 
the season with Lakes 
Region Symphony Or-
chestra and special 
guest vocalist Catherine 
Martinez.

Located in beautiful 
Meredith New Hamp-
shire, the Lakes Region 
Symphony Orchestra is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that pro-
vides the best classical 
music performances for 
central New Hampshire 
during the fall, winter, 
and spring. Under the 
baton of Conductor and 
Music Director Ben-
jamin Greene, LRSO 
performs a variety of 

music ranging from the 
classics of Beethoven 
and Mozart to popu-
lar music including the 
sounds of Broadway, 
movies, and orchestral 

Pops classics.

The Colonial Theatre
of Laconia

The original owner, 
Benjamin Piscopo, was 

from Italy, and the the-
atre featured a fire cur-
tain depicting Venice 
as seen from the water.  
In August of 2002, the 
theatre closed after 87 
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Guest vocalist Catherine Martinez
joins LRSO for holiday Pops concert

Celebrate an Irish Christmas at the Colonial

Courtesy Photo

Catherine Martinez

years of operation. On 
June 15, 2015, the City 
of Laconia announced 
a partnership with the 
Belknap Economic 
Development Council 
(BEDC) to purchase, 
renovate, and reopen 
the Colonial. The new-
ly reopened Colonial 
Theatre has a seating 
capacity of 750 and 
plays host to various 
performances, includ-
ing music, theatre, com-
edy, and civic events. 
Spectacle Management 
manages the Colonial 
Theatre and is home to 
the Powerhouse Theatre 
Collaborative. The Co-
lonial Theatre is located 
at 609 Main Street, La-
conia, NH 03246. www.
coloniallaconia.com

Spectacle Live
Spectacle Live’s 

mission is to create 
connections that make 
exceptional live experi-
ences happen. Founded 
in 2012 and headquar-
tered in Chelmsford, 

Massachusetts, Specta-
cle Live is a live event 
and venue management 
company specializing 
in performing arts cen-
ters across the North-
east. The company part-
ners with municipalities 
and arts organizations 
throughout New En-
gland to provide com-
prehensive services, 
including venue oper-
ations, marketing and 
promotion, booking and 
talent buying, ticketing, 
food and beverage man-
agement, technical pro-
duction, and consulting. 
Spectacle Live current-
ly works with more than 
a dozen venues across 
Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode 
Island, presenting a di-
verse range of events 
from concerts and com-
edy to theater and fam-
ily entertainment. For 
more information, visit 
www.spectaclelive.com 
or contact Pete Lally 
atplally@spectaclelive.
com  or 617-531-1257.

Free Meredith Publisher’s 
Crawl invites community 
to help shape local news
MEREDITH — What 

do you wish local news 
covered more often? 
Where do you turn for 
information about your 
community? The Laco-
nia Daily Sun and Gran-
ite State News Collabo-
rative want to hear from 
you.

The two organizations 
will host a free Publish-
er’s Crawl on Thurs-
day, Oct. 15, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. at Twin Barns 
Brewing Company in 
Meredith. The evening 
includes complimentary 
food, a cash bar, prizes 
and small-group conver-
sations with local news 
professionals and fellow 
community members.

Part of the statewide 
Publisher's Crawl series 
the gathering gives peo-
ple a chance to talk about 
the issues that matter to 
them, the information 
they have trouble find-
ing and what they would 
like to see from local 
news organizations.

Everyone is wel-
come, including people 
who rarely read, watch 
or listen to local news. 

Participants do not need 
to live in Meredith, and 
no preparation is need-
ed. Organizers encour-
age attendees to bring 
a friend or neighbor 
whose perspective local 
newsrooms might other-
wise miss.

These conversations 
are already making a 
difference. News orga-
nizations participating 
in earlier Crawls have 
made changes to local 
coverage in Manchester, 
Nashua, Concord and 
Keene based on com-
munity feedback, with 
additional ideas being 
explored.

Admission is free, but 
registration is required 
because space is limited. 
Register at https://bit.ly/
PucrawlMeredith.

The Granite State 
News Collaborative 
brings together news, 
education and commu-
nity partners across New 
Hampshire to expand lo-
cal reporting, share re-
sources and strengthen 
the sustainability of lo-
cal journalism.

Colonial to host Irish Winter Solstice celebration
LACONIA — The 

Colonial Theatre of La-
conia will present Luna-
sa: Irish Winter Solstice 
Celebration on Friday, 
Dec. 4, at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets to the show are 
on sale now at Colonial-
Laconia.com or by call-
ing 1-800-657-8774.

Named for an ancient 
Celtic harvest festival 
in honor of the Irish 
god Lugh, Lúnasa was 
formed in 1997 from 
members of some of the 
greatest Irish groups of 
the previous decade, an 
early review from Folk 
Roots magazine describ-
ing the band as an “Irish 
music dream team.” 
From the start, the 
band’s complex arrange-
ments and unique sound 

reshaped the boundar-
ies of traditional music 
and energized audiences 
the world over. Critical 
acclaim followed, The 
Irish Echo describing 
the band as the “the hot-
test Irish acoustic band 
on the planet”; MOJO 
magazine named the 
band "the new gods of 
Irish music,” adding that 
“nobody since the Both-
ies has wielded such a 
thrilling rhythmic un-
derlay.” Billboard raved 
that “anybody who lis-
tens can’t help but find 
them contagious.”

The original owner 
of the Colonial Theatre, 
Benjamin Piscopo, was 
from Italy, and the the-
atre featured a fire cur-
tain depicting Venice 

as seen from the water.  
In August of 2002, the 
theatre closed after 87 
years of operation. On 
June 15, 2015, the City 
of Laconia announced 
a partnership with the 
Belknap Economic De-
velopment Council 
(BEDC) to purchase, 
renovate, and reopen the 
Colonial. The newly re-
opened Colonial Theatre 
has a seating capacity 
of 750 and plays host to 
various performances, 
including music, the-
atre, comedy, and civic 
events. Spectacle Man-
agement manages the 
Colonial Theatre and is 
home to the Powerhouse 
Theatre Collaborative. 
The Colonial Theatre 
is located at 609 Main 

St., Laconia, NH 03246. 
www.coloniallaconia.
com

Founded in 2012, 
Spectacle Live offers 
venue operations, book-
ing, programming, mar-
keting, and production 
services across New 
England from offices in 
Lexington, Mass., Low-
ell, Mass., and Laconia. 
The company partners 
with over a dozen ven-
ues to manage facilities 
and promote a variety of 
events, including con-
certs, comedy, theater, 
and family entertain-
ment. For more informa-
tion, contact Pete Lally 
at plally@spectaclelive.
com  or 617-531-1257. 
www.spectaclelive.com



LACONIA — The Co-
lonial Theatre of Laconia 
will present Jimmy Dunn’s 
Comedy All-Stars on Sat-
urday, Nov. 7, at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets to the show are on 
sale now at ColonialLaco-
nia.com or by calling 1-800-
657-8774.

Jimmy Dunn
Jimmy Dunn is a stand-

up comedian and actor from 
Boston, who currently plays 
“Moose” on the reboot of 
the legendary sitcom FRA-
SIER.

He got his start in “show 
business” telling jokes in 
a bar in Gloucester, Mass., 
where he was paid in beer 
and fried clams. Since then, 
he’s gone on to perform at 
some of the world’s most 
prestigious comedy events, 
including the Late Show 
with David Letterman, 
“Conan,” Montreal’s Inter-
national Just For Laughs 
Comedy Festival, and De-
nis Leary’s Comic’s Come 
Home in Boston.

Dunn’s first major tele-
vision role was as Sean 
McCarthy on the critical-

ly acclaimed CBS sitcom, 
“The McCarthys.” He’s also 
written on several television 
projects, including two epi-
sodes of “Loudermilk” that 
he co-wrote with Academy 
Award winner Peter Farrel-
ly.

Will Noonan
Will was named “Bos-

ton’s Best Comedian” by 
The Improper Bostonian 
magazine, is sometimes 
known as “The Honda 
Guy” for his years-long job 
as a spokesman in Honda 
commercials on TV and ra-
dio all over New England, 
as well as for his fan-favor-
ite role in the Netflix movie 
The Sleepover.

He is well known for his 
internet presence. His social 
media accounts include no-
table followers like Barack 
Obama, Shane Gillis, Chris 
Fleming, Mark Normand, 
Gary Gulman, Joe Rogan, 
Jim Gaffigan, and Bert 
Kreischer.

Noonan has been the 
opening act for Bill Burr, 
Dave Attell, Andrew Schulz, 
Jack Whitehall, Colin Jost, 

Michael Che, Ari Shaffir, 
and many more. He has 
appeared on The Oddball 
Comedy Festival with Amy 
Schumer, Hannibal Buress, 
and Sarah Silverman, told a 
story on NPR’s “This Amer-
ican Life,” and was named 
Comedy Ambassador and 
Moment Maker by Micro-
soft.

He has appeared on 
MTV’s “Ridiculousness,” 
“Laughs” on FOX, “Go-
tham Comedy Live” on 
HULU, and his comedy is 
played often on Sirius XM.

Maya Manion
Maya Manion is a re-

spected New England co-
median, joke writer, and 
podcast guest known for her 
sharp wit and engaging per-
formances. Manion grew up 
in Vermont and later moved 
to Rhode Island to pursue a 
career in comedy. She has 
been performing stand-up 
since 2006 and has become 
a staple in the New England 
comedy scene. Manion has 
been featured on Nick at 
Night's Funniest Mom in 
America and was a run-

ner-up in Mohegan Sun's 
Funniest Comic in New 
England.  She is recognized 
for her clever, witty humor, 
often drawing on personal 
experiences and family dy-
namics.

Emily Ruskowski
Emily Ruskowski is a 

one-woman charm offen-
sive. With a style that's to-
tally approachable and in-
stantly impressive, Emily is 
equally comfortable diving 
into personal insecurities or 
workplace nonsense. With 
an irrepressibly cheerful 
demeanor, she commands 
attention and delivers sto-
ries loaded with punchline 
after punchline. Her come-
dy combines a quick mind, 
an infectious energy, and a 
totally unique eye for obser-
vation. She brings a genuine 
sense of fun to material that 
ranges from a career in so-
cial work to a passion for 
boy bands. Ruskowski has 
been featured in the Wash-
ington Post and Boston 
Globe, and has appeared on 
the popular 2 Dope Queens 
Podcast and Laughs TV on 

Fox.

The Colonial Theatre of 
Laconia

The original owner, Ben-
jamin Piscopo, was from Ita-
ly, and the theatre featured a 
fire curtain depicting Venice 
as seen from the water.  In 
August of 2002, the theatre 
closed after 87 years of op-
eration. On June 15, 2015, 
the City of Laconia an-
nounced a partnership with 
the Belknap Economic De-
velopment Council (BEDC) 
to purchase, renovate, and 
reopen the Colonial. The 
newly reopened Colonial 
Theatre has a seating capac-
ity of 750 and plays host to 
various performances, in-
cluding music, theatre, com-
edy, and civic events. Spec-
tacle Management manages 
the Colonial Theatre and is 
home to the Powerhouse 
Theatre Collaborative. The 
Colonial Theatre is located 
at 609 Main St., Laconia, 
NH 03246. www.colonial-
laconia.com

 
Spectacle Live

Spectacle Live’s mission 

is to create connections that 
make exceptional live ex-
periences happen. Founded 
in 2012 and headquartered 
in Chelmsford, Massachu-
setts, Spectacle Live is a 
live event and venue man-
agement company special-
izing in performing arts cen-
ters across the Northeast. 
The company partners with 
municipalities and arts orga-
nizations throughout New 
England to provide compre-
hensive services, including 
venue operations, market-
ing and promotion, booking 
and talent buying, ticketing, 
food and beverage manage-
ment, technical production, 
and consulting. Spectacle 
Live currently works with 
more than a dozen venues 
across Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, and Rhode Is-
land, presenting a diverse 
range of events from con-
certs and comedy to theater 
and family entertainment. 
For more information, visit 
www.spectaclelive.com or 
contact Pete Lally at plal-
ly@spectaclelive.com  or 
617-531-1257.

www.spectaclelive.com
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Alpine Lakes Real Estate: www.alpinelakes.com

Badger Peabody & Smith Realty: www.peabodysmith.com 

Bean Group: www.beangroup.com

Century 21 Country Lakes Realty: www.countrylakesrealty.com

Century 21 Twin Rivers Ralty: www.nhreal21.com

Coldwell Banker: www.cboldmill.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
www.newenglandmoves.com

ERA Masiello: www.masiello.com

Exit Lakeside Realty Group: www.exitlakeside.com

Granite Group Realty Services: 
www.granitegrouprealtyservices.com

Gowen Realty: www.gowenrealty.com

Kressy Real Estate: www.kressy.com

Lakes Region Realty: www.lakesregionrealestate.com

Lamprey & Lamprey Realtors: www.lampreyandlamprey.com

Maxfield Real Estate: www.maxfieldrealestate.com

McLane Realty: www.mclanerealtyplymouth.com 

Mountain Country Realty: www.mountaincountryrealestate.com

Nash Realty: www.nashrealty.com

New Hampshire Colonials Real Estate: www.squamlake.com

Noseworthy Real Estate: www.noseworthyrealestate.com

Old Mill Properties: www.oldmillprops.com

Pine Shores Real Estate: www.pineshoresllc.com

Preferred Vacation Rentals: www.preferredrentals.com

 Remax Bayside: www.baysidenh.net

Roche Realty: www.rocherealty.com

Strawberry Lane Real Estate: www.strawberrylane.com 

Town & Forest Realty: www.townandforest.com

Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

1 and 2 Bedroom Garden Style  
Family Apartments

Wakefield Acres Apartments
Family, Elderly and Disabled Housing

On-Site Laundry
24 Hour Maintenance

Federally subsidized - must meet income guidelines
Please Contact Foxfire Property Management
for an application at: 603-228-2151 ext. 302; 

(TDD) 800-545-1833 ext. 102
www.foxfirenh.com

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider & Employer

Rt. 3, Tilton NH, exit 20 on Rt. I-93 across from Lakes Region Factory Mall

WE HAVE DELIVERED OVER 10,000 HOMES TO SATISFIED CUSTOMERS. CAN WE DELIVER ONE TO YOU?

ALWAYS DAILY SATURDAYS SUNDAYSOPEN 10 TO 6 & 10 TO 5•

Camelot Home CenterCamelot Home Center

NEW 14' WIDES

68' 2 Bed, 2 Bath

�������������������

��������
66' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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�������������������

Visit Our Website: WWW.CM-H.COMWWW.CM-H.COM

MODULARS

2 Bed, 1 Bath
1,568sq ft. 2 story.

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath.

���������
���������

DOUBLE WIDES

56' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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���������
48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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Homes From ,

, &

COLONY

MARLETTE NEW ERA TITAN48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath

��������������������

���������

285 Daniel Webster Highway
(603) 677-7007

www.MeredithLanding.com

LACONIA: Lake Access Home! 
4BR/3BTH Colonial with beach rights to 
Wildwood Beach on Winnisquam plus tennis 
courts, kayak racks, boat launch, bath house, and 
sandy beach. Private cul-de-sac location in this 
friendly neighborhood!
NOW $649,999  (5090600)

BRISTOL: Land with Incredible Views!
Gorgeous 26 acre property with amazing 
mountain views across several mountains, 
towns, and counties. Imagine your dream home 
commanding these views. Developers take 
notice for your next showstopper!
$729,000  (5109056)

MLS# 5112953 MLS# 5112953 
Moultonborough: Set on 5.59 
private acres, this 1-bedroom, 
1-bath year-round cabin offers 588 
sf. of cozy living space. Potential 
for subdivision or expansion. 
Striking mountain views possible 

with clearing.

Tuftonboro: Nestled on a wooded 
0.38-acre corner lot in Hidden 
Valley, this 2-bedroom, 1-bath 
chalet features an open living 
layout anchored by a stone 
fireplace, an upstairs loft, and a 
wide front deck.

Meredith: This 3-bedroom, 3-bath 
Colonial offers 2,671 sf. of finished 
space, complete with deeded 
access to Pickerel Pond. Highlights 
include a finished lower level, an 
8-person outdoor sauna, and an 
insulated 2-car garage. 

Meredith: Featuring 184' of 
exclusively owned frontage on Lake 
Winnisquam, this 4-bedroom, 3-bath 
contemporary post-and-beam home 
boasts soaring timber ceilings, a 
floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace, a 
primary suite, a walkout lower-level 
in-law suite, a sandy beach, and a 
private dock with a covered boat lift.

$675,000$675,000

MLS# 5106129  MLS# 5106129  

$225,000$225,000

11,000 Success Stories Strong. Start Yours Today!
When it comes to the New Hampshire market, experience is the difference. Roche Realty Group 
has closed over 11,000 transactions and $3.4 Billion in sales earning the title of "#1 BEST Real 

Estate Company in NH's Lakes Region" six years in a row

Search New Hampshire properties at www.rocherealty.com

* Statistics obtained from PrimeMLS since 1997 for all 
real estate firms reporting sales in the entire state of NH 

during that time.

MLS# 5112936MLS# 5112936

$2,695,000$2,695,000

MLS# 5108171MLS# 5108171

Find us @rocherealty

$422,000$422,000

97 Daniel Webster Highway
Meredith, New Hampshire 

Call us at:
(603) 279-7046

REAL ESTATE

The Colonial welcomes Jimmy Dunn’s Comedy All-Stars Nov. 7



he continued. “It’s been 
pretty cool to watch.”

For their part, some of 
the seniors that have helped 
lead the resurgence over the 
last couple of years, also 
praised the work the coach 
has put in to make them all 
better.

“Coach Mattes has had 
a big impact on myself and 
the golf team for the last 
few years for always being 
a positive influence to all 
of us,” said team captain 
Jordan DeFrancesco. “He's 
always lifting kids up after 
a bad day or congratulating 
us after a good day.

Coach always makes 
sure that all the kids leave 
every practice and match 
feeling supported and 
proud of themselves,” he 
continued.

“Coach Mattes impact-
ed me and this golf team in 
so many ways,” noted se-
nior Max Ryder. “He keeps 
the sport light and fun at the 
same time having competi-
tive mini games to help us 
as golfers.”

“Over the last few years, 
Coach Mattes has been the 
driving force and heartbeat 
of our golf team,” noted 
senior Jasper Sottak. “His 
leadership goes far beyond 
just teaching mechanics, 
he knows how to keep our 
mindsets strong and posi-
tive.”

Belyea noted that the 
team’s success over the last 
couple of years has helped 
to grow the sport’s popular-
ity in the fall season.

“I think people are start-
ing to look and say, ‘golf, 
maybe I’ll take a look at 
that,’” the Belmont Athlet-
ics Director noted. “That 
has a lot to do with him, 
his approach with the kids 
is awesome, it’s not easy to 
pull a program from noth-
ing.”

For the seniors, that first 
year was one that barely 
had enough kids to field a 
team, but they’ve seen the 
growth.

“As a freshman in high 
school it was only four 
kids barely having enough 
to have a team,” Ryder 
noted. “As the years went 
on more and more people 
started playing, whether it 
was their first time or they 
have been playing for a bit 
and decided to play com-
petitively. I do not see this 
program slowing down as 

coach Mattes has put such 
a positive name behind our 
golf team.”

“I would attribute the 
upward trajectory of this 
golf team to the culture 
that this team has created,” 
DeFrancesco noted. “As a 
team we have grown close 
and a big part of that has to 
do with coach Mattes. Silly 
competitions and traditions 
have built a very positive 
culture with the team that 
I definitely see continuing 
for many years to come.”

“I see the golf team con-
tinuing that growth for the 
next few years,” Sottak 
said. “The coach gives a 
word that describes every-
one at the end of the year 
and that word can further 
one's play style in a positive 
way.”

And for the golfers, they 
know that they have a sup-
porter every time they tee 

off.
“Coach Mattes is a very 

sincere person who truly 
cares deeply about every 
player on the team,” De-
Francesco said. “He's a 
great coach and an even 
better person and is some-
one who I know will al-
ways support me and be 
here for me throughout life, 
even beyond golf.”

Even the parents of the 
Belmont golfers chimed in 
about Mattes’ impact on the 
team.

“John has an ability 
to bring a group of kids 
together and make them 
work as a team in what is 
often viewed as an indi-
vidual sport,” noted Jeff 
and Danielle DeFrancesco. 
“He creates an experience 
where everyone can grow 
and develop as a player and 
an individual. He recogniz-
es the strength each student 

has and uses that to make 
the team better. Being part 
of this organization has 
been a highlight of high 
school for my son."

“I’m very thankful to 
have found him,” Belyea 
added.

Mattes will lead the 
Raiders into the Divi-
sion III tournament today, 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at Indi-
an Mound Golf Club in Os-
sipee. The Raiders finished 
with an all-time best record 
of 21-8 in the regular sea-
son. The top individual per-
formers from the Division 
III State Meet move on to 
the individual tournament 
on Saturday, Oct. 17, at 
Beaver Meadow in Con-
cord.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

M O U L T O N B O R-
OUGH — Castle in the 
Clouds is celebrating an-
other successful summer 
as they prepare to conclude 
their 2026 season on Oct. 
25. Throughout the sum-
mer season, more than 
40,000 visitors participat-
ed in more than 200 events 
and programs, including 
tours, guided hikes, theat-
rical performances, as well 
as classes and workshops 
led by local experts.

As the 2026 season 
marks the 20th anniversary 
of the Castle Preservation 
Society (CPS), Castle in 
the Clouds included spe-
cial events and a gallery 
exhibit to recall the histo-
ry of the National Historic 
Landmark Lucknow Es-
tate.  Hosted in collabora-
tion with Foxx Run Farm 
in Ossipee, the Petting Zoo 
Weekend commemorated 
this milestone anniversary 
by paying homage to the 
original petting zoo fea-
tured on the estate when 
Richard Robie first opened 

to the public in 1959. The 
gallery exhibit, “From 
Private Estate to Public 
Treasure: Lucknow after 
Thomas and Olive Plant,” 
features stories, photo-
graphs, and memorabilia of 
the various owners of the 
Lucknow Estate, including 
the Robie family, before 

CPS assumed responsibili-
ty for managing the estate.

The 2026 season provid-
ed a unique opportunity to 
reflect on the accomplish-
ments of CPS over the past 
20 years and plan for the fu-
ture of Castle in the Clouds. 
To continue the mission of 
preserving and sharing the 

buildings and landscape of 
the Lucknow Estate, CPS 
added two new members 
to their leadership team, 
Joseph Raboin as Director 
of Buildings & Grounds 
and Kate Armenio as Di-
rector of Business Opera-
tions. Both these roles are 
essential to providing the 
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needed at the
Following Location:

Bosco Bell
on Route 28
Barnstead

Please apply in person.

Innovative Contractors/Squam Docks
52 Winter Street • Ashland, NH 03217

We are currently Seeking:

DOCK REMOVAL
CREW MEMBERS

($30 per hour)
Located on Squam Lake.

Working as a team member is important!
FULL AND PART TIME

POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Will train energetic people wanting to learn.

Must have valid driver’s license.
Boat license a PLUS!

Please contact Holly at 603-968-7518
Monday -Friday: 9:30 am -3:00 pm

Dan Uhlman, c/o Belletetes Inc.
20 West Street, Ashland, NH 03217

or you may email to duhlman@belletetes.com

E.O.E.

Belletetes is a 5th generation, family-owned building materials supply 
company that has been in business for over 125 years. Are you looking 
to join a company that treats their employees like family? We believe 
our employees are our biggest asset!

When you join our team, you will be working in a family-friendly 
atmosphere where career growth is important, and we try to promote 
from within. We offer an industry leading benefits package that 
includes competitive wages, health insurance, life insurance, paid 
vacation, paid time-off, paid holidays, paid bereavement leave, profit 
sharing, 401k and store discounts.

You may apply in person or download an application from 
our website.  All applications should be submitted to:  

Belletetes has an immediate opening in our Ashland location for a 
full-time Lumber Materials Handler.  The successful candidate is 
responsible for assisting customers and contractors locate materials 
and load vehicles, receive incoming shipments and select loads for 
delivery trucks. Computer skills and prior lumber and building 
material experience is beneficial. Heavy lifting is required. 
Saturday hours on a rotating basis.

Lumber Materials Handler 

Mountainside Landscaping Inc
is looking for a full time CDL Driver/

Road Maintenance Crew, must have a 
CDL, class A or B, experience in snow 
plowing. Duties include driving trucks, 

assisting with excavation and site 
work, and snow plowing during the 

winter. Availability for winter storms,
including nights and weekends

Pay based on experience
starting at $30/ hour

Call or text Jim @ 603-455-5700
or email

mtnsidelandscape@roadrunner.com

Help
Wanted

Castle in the Clouds celebrates successful summer 
season, 20 years of Castle Preservation Society

unforgettable experience 
that Castle in the Clouds 
promises to visitors.

“Our staff and volun-
teers worked tirelessly this 
year to create a landmark 
season for the Castle and 
our visitors,” said Charles 
Clark, Executive Director 
of Castle in the Clouds. 
“Between our popular pro-
grams and events that are 
requested every year and 
the new events we organ-
ized to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the Castle 
Preservation Society, we 
achieved our goal of de-
livering an unforgettable 
experience for everyone 
who visits onsite and on-
line. As our new strategic 
planning continues, we are 
relying on the outstand-
ing feedback we continue 
to receive from visitors, 
supporters and partners to 
ensure that Castle in the 
Clouds continues to be a 
must-stop destination in the 
Lakes Region.”

Although the 2026 sea-
son officially concludes at 
the end of the day on Oct. 
24, Castle in the Clouds 
will continue to offer pro-
grams and events through 
the end of the year. Cur-
rent calendar entries in-
clude Castle Trivia Night, 

crafting workshops, holi-
day-themed programs, and 
the beloved Christmas at 
the Castle, which also fea-
tures the exclusive Preview 
Party and Twilight Tours 
again this year. For more 
information about Castle 
in the Clouds and their up-
coming events, visit cas-
tleintheclouds.org.

About Castle
in the Clouds

As the premier histori-
cal museum in the beauti-
ful Lakes Region of New 
Hampshire, Castle in the 
Clouds provides each visi-
tor with a look into the past 
while providing contem-
porary comforts to make 
every visit memorable. 
Originally called Lucknow, 
this breathtaking 6,300-acre 
property was developed in 
1913 by Thomas G. Plant, a 
wealthy shoe manufacturer, 
to create a luxurious life-
style with state-of-the-art 
amenities, beautiful hand-
made furnishings, and a 
large staff to run the estate. 
These days, visitors come 
from all around the world 
to tour the mansion and 
exhibit gallery, dine in the 
Carriage House Restaurant 
or Café in the Clouds, hike 
miles of hiking and walking 
trails maintained by partner 
organization the Lakes Re-
gion Conservation Trust, 
or enjoy one of our many 
programs and events. Op-
erated by the Castle Pres-
ervation Society, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization 
celebrating its 20th anni-
versary in 2026, Castle in 
the Clouds is revered as a 
cultural and educational 
resource and listed on the 
National Register of His-
toric Places with national 
significance. Castle in the 
Clouds is also available as 
a fairytale wedding venue 
and versatile private event 
rental. For more informa-
tion about Castle in the 
Clouds, visit castleinthe-
clouds.org.



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

REGION — The local 
coaching ranks lost a true 
legend at the end of August, 
when former Belmont and 
Prospect Mountain coach 
Jeri Blair passed away at 
the age of 80 at his home in 
Florida.

Blair was a three-sport 
athlete at Belmont High 
School and was a member 
of the school’s Hall of Fame 
before moving on to coach 
basketball, cross country 
and softball at Belmont and 
closed out his coaching ca-
reer as the girls’ basketball 
coach at Prospect Mountain 
High School in Alton. He 
was also inducted into the 
New Hampshire Coaches 
Hall of Fame.

Blair, who led the Raid-
ers to the 2006 Division III 
girls’ basketball champi-
onship, earned more than 
300 wins during his time 
at Belmont and then ended 
up winning his 400th career 
game as Prospect Moun-
tain’s coach in 2011.

At the time of the cham-
pionship, which came 23 
years into his coaching run 
at Belmont, the longtime 
coach was thrilled to finally 
reach the pinnacle.

“It's the greatest feel-
ing in my whole life — it's 
something I've been dream-
ing about for 23 years," 
Blair said to the Laconia 
Citizen’s Scott Serrano at 
the time. "The four seniors 
(Chelsi Coloumbe, Rachel 
Eades, Lori Kjellander and 
Drew O’Connor) did so 
well today. They have been 
with me for four years and 
they worked so hard for it 
and they deserved it. With 
a minute and a half left I 
smiled because I figured the 
Gods were finally looking 
down on me."

In his 28th year while 
coaching with Prospect 
Mountain, he picked up his 
400th win on Jan. 7, 2011, 
when the Timber Wolves 
defeated Raymond.

“I’ve been a long time 
doing it, so it’s awful nice 
to have it arrive,” Blair said 
at the time. “I look back and 
think where’d they all come 
from.

“It’s well worth doing 
the summer programs and 
the AAU programs, it’s a 
nice accomplishment,” he 
said. “I’ve coached a lot of 
kids and had a lot of good 
ones, that’s what got me to 
where I am.”
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Remembering a legend
Jeri Blair, longtime local hoop coach, passes away at 80

Joshua Spaulding

Jeri Blair (with his wife, Barb) is honored by the Prospect Mountain girls’ basketball 
team after he picked up his 400th career win in early 2011. Blair is in the New 
Hampshire Coaches Hall of Fame for his years of dedicated coaching at both 
Belmont and Prospect Mountain.

Joshua Spaulding

Jeri Blair congratulations Sydney Robertson after Prospect Mountain won the 
Gilford Holiday Tournament in 2010.

shape the person I am to-
day,” said Melissa Smock. 
“The lessons he taught me 
went far beyond basketball, 
and the memories we made 
will stay with me forever. 
I was lucky to have him as 
my coach, but even luckier 
to call him a friend and a 
part of my family. I love and 
miss him dearly.”

In addition to being a 
coach, Blair was a barber 
who built lasting friendships 
with generations of custom-
ers and families during his 
time in Laconia and Alton. 
He opened his first barber 
shop in Laconia in 1964 
before moving to Alton 10 
years later, setting up on 
Main Street. He noted that 
the Laconia business was 
too busy and he had always 
wanted a “local” barber-
shop, which is exactly what 
he found in Alton. His bar-
bershop became a place to 
not only get a haircut, but 
a place to come and talk 
about the goings-on around 
town and around the world. 
Though most customers 
always said it would take 
them a long time to actually 
get their hair cut, since Blair 
would involved in a story 
and stop cutting as he told 
his tale.

Blair officially hung up 
the clippers in the fall of 
2020 as the pandemic was 

still part of the world. How-
ever, for more than six years 
he and his wife, Barb, had 
been spending their winters 
in Florida, returning home 
in the spring to open the 
barbershop and welcome 
customers back to the chair.

“It’s been a great ride,” 
Blair said at the time of his 
retirement as he sat among 
the men who he called 
friends and clients, who 
were all stopping in to bid 
him adieu. “I’ve enjoyed it 
very much.”

Blair was also involved 
heavily in beagle field tri-
als for more than 40 years. 
Along with his father and 
his son, he raised champi-
onship beagles and served 
as an AKC and CKC judge 
throughout the northeast 
and mentored future judges.

A celebration of his life 
will take place on Sunday, 
Oct. 18, at Belmont High 
School. The celebration will 
begin at 2 p.m. and anyone 
in attendance is welcome to 
share memories of Jeri with 
an open mic. Those plan-
ning on attending should 
come dressed to celebrate 
Jeri’s love of New England 
sports or their local school’s 
team attire.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

A few of Blair’s former 
players also weighed in on 
his impact on their lives.

“Coach Blair dedicated 
so much of his life to the 
game and to the young peo-
ple he coached,” said Sara 

Hammond. “The lessons he 
taught us went far beyond 
basketball. His impact on 
generations of players is a 
legacy that will live on for 
years to come.”

“Jeri was my saving 

grace,” said Chantelle 
Moynihan Rector. “Without 
him I’d still be a mess.”

“He was never just a 
coach—he was someone 
who believed in me, chal-
lenged me, and helped 
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