
health.”
Second Place – Sarah 

Khan’s topic was “The 

Plaque of Generative AI.”
Kylie Kelly took Third 

Place with her topic, “The 

Importance of Adoption.”
The Club would also 

like to recognize our other 

outstanding contestants: 
Tristan Schofield and Jiya 
Patel, who did a wonderful 
job representing their ideas 
and perspectives.

Sarah Khan will be 
attending the District 
Semi-Finals on Sunday 
April 12 in Henniker.

The contest challenges 
students to apply Rotary’s 
Four-Way Test to ethical 
decision-making:  Is it the 
TRUTH?; Is it FAIR to all 
concerned?; Will it build 
GOODWILL and BET-
TER FRIENDSHIPS?; and 
will it be BENEFICIAL to 
all concerned?

Thank you to everyone 
who supported and en-
couraged these incredible 
young speakers. We’re 
proud to be part of a com-
munity that fosters leader-
ship, integrity, and excel-
lence!

Four-Way Speech Con-
test judges were Clara 
Jude, Bill Roderick, and 
Christine Holmes. Jen 
Nunez was the registrar 
and greeter, Gail Tebbetts 
was scorer.  Jim Sherman 
was timekeeper. Sandy 
McGonagle was the mod-
erator. Corey Nazer was 
the high school adviser.
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Jones Dam, Alton Power 
Dam drawdowns postponed

NEW DURHAM — Due to concerns raised by 
stakeholders in the communities of New Durham and 
Alton, the New Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services (NHDES) has consulted with the New 
Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFG), and 
will be postponing the previously planned spring 2026 
drawdowns of Jones Dam and Alton Power Dam. The 
revised schedule now anticipates initiating the draw-
downs in September 2026.

This postponement will provide additional time 
during the spring and summer months to collect ad-
ditional information within the impoundments and 
downstream reaches of the Merrymeeting River. 
NHDES and their engineering consultant will be per-
forming data gathering activities throughout the sum-
mer season. Residents should expect to see personnel 
in and around the river system as this work proceeds.

Although NHDES does not anticipate manipulat-
ing stoplogs or opening gates this spring or summer, it 
is important to note that significant storm events may 
still require operational adjustments. As in the past, 
if necessary to properly pass flows and maintain safe 
conditions, NHDES may temporarily remove stoplogs 
or open gates at either dam until water levels return to 
normal operating ranges.

NHDES will work with the local selectboards to 
attend meetings in New Durham and Alton during the 
summer of 2026 to discuss the findings of ongoing 
sampling and monitoring efforts. These meetings will 
also include a review of the procedures for implement-
ing the controlled drawdowns in September.

Consistent with prior plans, once the impound-
ments are drawn down in September 2026, they will 
remain in a lowered condition, approximately 2.5 feet 
at Alton Power Dam and approximately four and a half 
feet at Jones Dam relative to their current elevations. 
These lowered conditions will remain in place until 
the dams are either rehabilitated or removed, as deter-
mined through ongoing engineering and environmen-
tal evaluations.  However, NHDES may temporarily 
lower the impoundments below these elevations in 
September, if needed, by operating the low level gates 
to support additional data collection.

NHDES will continue coordinating closely with 
NHFG, local officials, and community stakeholders 
and will provide additional updates as new informa-
tion becomes available.

Congratulations to the Gilford High 
School Four-Way Speech Contest winners!
GILFORD — A huge 

round of applause to the 
talented students who par-
ticipated in Gilford Rotary 
Club’s 2026 High School 
Four-Way Speech Con-
test! Your speeches were 
inspiring, thought-provok-
ing, and a testament to the 
values of The Rotary Four-

Way Test.
Special congratulations 

to our winners—your ded-
ication and hard work truly 
shined!

First Place – Emily 
Jacques’ topic was “Dis-
tractions-use of hobbies 
for preventing burnout and 
supporting better mental 

Courtesy

Gilford Rotary 4-Way Speech Contest winners (left to right) Kylie Kelly, Sarah Khan, & 
Emily Jacques.

Softball Timber Wolves aim for another trip to title game
BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports& Editor

ALTON — There are 
few teams in the Lakes Re-
gion that have had as much 
success as the Prospect 
Mountain softball girls.

After winning three Di-
vision III titles in a row, the 
Timber Wolves finished as 
the runners-up last year and 
will be looking to get back 
to the top of the division in 
the new season as well.

“We had a great turnout 
for softball this season and 
will have a full JV team for 
the first time in a few years, 
which is great to see,” said 
coach James Christie. “Lots 
of new faces, especially a 
big group of freshmen.”

Seniors Paige Harding 
and Taylor Greenwood 
have been key pieces of the 
success over the last few 
years and will play a crit-
ical role as the team kicks 
off a new season while 
classmate Chloe Peterson 
is also back and should be 
a key contributor.

Junior Paityn Glidden 
will be a top of the lineup 
bat for the Timber Wolves 
and coaches are expecting 
her to have a solid offensive 
season and provide veteran 
leadership in the infield. 
Sophomore Kora MacK-
enzie will move from the 
outfield to the infield and 
will also be at the top of the 
lineup.

Sophia Bowman will 
get the ball in the circle for 
the Timber Wolves this sea-
son and Christie notes they 
are excited to see how she 
grows into the role over the 
course of the season while 
Kylee Guptill ill move 
from first base to catcher 
and brings a big arm as an 
asset behind the dish. Ju-
nior Lelia Hillsgrove and 
sophomore Bailey Beck 
will also get opportunities 
to be contributors this sea-
son.

Junior Kourtney Ka-
plan, who transferred in 
from Franklin and helped 
the Timber Wolf hoop girls 
to the Final Four, is playing 
softball for the first time 

after playing baseball and 
Christie expects she will 
be a key contributor while 
ninth grader Ashlynn Rob-
erts is a great addition and 
should contribute on both 
sides of the ball.

“(The goals are) same 
as always, play good, clean 
fundamentally sound soft-
ball and compete in ev-
ery game,” Christie said. 
“Coming off a loss in the 
state title game last year, 
the team is focused and de-
termined to get back there 
again this year.

“We have the players to 
do it, it will all come down 
to players stepping into big 
roles left from our graduat-
ing seniors last year,” the 
Timber Wolf coach contin-
ued. “We are confident that 
they will and are excited for 
a great season.”

The Timber Wolves 
will play a schedule that 
includes two games each 
with Berlin, Somersworth, 
Raymond and Trinity and 
single games with Belmont, 
St. Thomas, Kearsarge, 
Newfound, Gilford, 
Conant, Hillsboro-Deering 
and Newport.

The season kicks off 
on Monday, April 13, at 
Belmont and continues on 
Wednesday, April 15, at 
home against Kearsarge, 
both with 4 p.m. starts.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

Kingswood athletes ready to kick off spring season
BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

WOLFEBORO — Af-
ter a week and a half of 
preseason work, King-
swood spring sports 
athletes took a bit of a 
breather on Thursday, 
April 2, to take part in 
the annual spring sports 
media night. The eve-
ning included team pic-
tures and senior photos 
as well as interviews 
with numerous athletes.

The track team was 
first up for the evening, 
with new head coaches 
Mike Baker and Amy 
Kiley leading a team 
with more than 60 ath- JOSHUA SPAULDING

Kingswood spring sports athletes pose for a photo during the annual spring sports media night last Thursday evening.SEE MEDIA NIGHT, PAGE  A10
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LOW COST
SPAY/NEUTER

Rozzie May

Animal Alliance,
cats and dogs.

Cat Cab service available.
Military discounts.

Sign up on line
www.rozziemay.org
or call 603-447-1373

sweeps sweeps as low as 
as low as $244$244

Alton Parks and Recreation
Community Connection

Gilford Public Library
Classes & Special Events

April 9 - April 16

Gilford police log

Gilford Public Library 
Top Ten Requests

(Plus Two)
1. “Judge Stone” by Viola Davis
2. “Theo of Golden” by Allen Levi
3. “The Correspondent” by Virginia Evans
4. “The Crossroads” by C.J Box
5. “More Than Enough” by Anna Quindlen
6. “Cross and Sampson” by James Patterson
7. “Life: A Love Story” by Elizabeth Berg
8. “The Frozen River” by Ariel Lawhon
9. “The Irish Goodbye” by Heather Aimee O’Neill
10. “Mule Boy” by Andrew Krivak
11. “Bloodlust” by Sandra Brown
12. “Heir of Whitestone” by Catherine Coulter

Thursday, April 9
Senior Sculpt, 9-10 a.m.
Fun and Fitness with 

Joyce, 10-11 a.m.
French, 3-4 p.m.
Decluttering and Orga-

nizing Seminar, 5:30-6:30 
p.m.

Join Bank of NH: Pres-
tige Plus for a practical and 
uplifting seminar designed 
especially for individuals 
who are ready to simpli-
fy their spaces and create 
more ease in their daily 
life. Learn helpful tips for 
downsizing, organizing 
cherished belongings, and 
making your home feel 
lighter. Whether you’re 
preparing for a move, 
looking to reduce clutter, 
or simply want your home 
to feel more organized, this 
session will provide strate-
gies, inspiration, and confi-
dence to help you take the 
next step.

Friday, April 10
Geri Fit, 9-10 a.m.
Bridge, 10 a.m.-noon
Preschool Storytime, 

10:30-11:30 a.m.
Hand & Foot, noon to 

2:30 p.m.
Happy Crafters, 1:30-

2:30 p.m.
Advanced Conversa-

tional German, 2:30-3:30 
p.m.

Beginner Line Dancing, 
4-5 p.m.

Saturday, April 11
Beginner Line Dancing, 

10:15-11:15 a.m.

Monday, April 13
Fun and Fitness with 

Joyce, 9-10 a.m.
Tai Chi, 10:15-11 a.m.
Mahjong, noon to 3 

p.m.

Tuesday, April 14
Feel Good Fitness with 

Dottie, 9-10 a.m.
Senior Sculpt, 10-11 

a.m.
Homeschool Group, 

noon to 1:30 p.m.
Beginner Line Dancing, 

4-5 p.m.
History of the Islands 

of Southern Lake Winni, 
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Local author and is-
lander Stephanie Erickson 
shares the history of the 
islands and how they have 
shaped the culture of the is-
landers today.

Wednesday, April 15
Geri Fit, 9-10 a.m.
Senior Stretch Yo-

gaaah!, 10-11 a.m.
Card Games, 10 a.m.-

noon
Check out an Expert, 10 

a.m.-noon
Paint Group, 1-3 p.m.

Thursday, April 16
Senior Sculpt, 9-10 a.m.
Fun and Fitness with 

Joyce, 10-11 a.m.
Gilford’s Golden 

Guardians, 10:30-11:30 
a.m.

Learn all about Gilford's 
Golden Guardians and 
what these service dogs 
can do!

French, 3-4 p.m.
Egg Carton Pong, 3-4 p.m.
Compete with your 

friends at this festive game!
Special Historical Sto-

rytime, 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Join us for a special his-

torical storytime including 
a history themed craft and 
snack that's presented by 
a Gilford high school stu-
dent!

Book Discussion: North 
Woods, 5:30-6:30 p.m.

This month's book is 
“North Woods” by Dan-
iel Mason. Led by Rhetta; 
books are available at the 
front desk.

Celebrate Earth Day 
— April 22

The Alton Parks and 
Recreation Department 
is celebrating Earth Day 
with a community park 
clean up on Wednesday, 
April 22 from 10 a.m.-
noon at Liberty Tree 
Park located on Rte. 
140.  Help beautify the 
Town park by picking up 
litter, sticks, sweeping 
debris off playing courts 
and more.  One person 
can make a big differ-
ence.  All are welcome.  
Bring gloves and wa-
ter to drink.  For more 
information, contact 

603-875-0109 or parks-
rec-asst@alton.nh.gov.

Start your own edible 
garden seedlings — 

Warm season seedlings
The Alton Parks and 

Recreation Department 
is sponsoring a gar-
dening class with Lisa 
Hynes, Gardenary Cer-
tified Consultant and 
Kitchen Garden Coach 
on Saturday, April 18 
from 1-2:30 p.m. at the 
Alton Bay Community 
Center, $35 per person, 
plus $20 materials fee.  
Lisa will give a lesson 
on Seed Starting 101, 

with instructions on set-
ting up a seedling tray.  
Plant a 10-by-20-inch 
tray of warm season 
seeds- tomatoes, basil, 
kale, Swiss Chard, ca-
lendula, etc. Receive in-
structions on how to get 
the baby seedlings off to 
a good start and grow-
ing well indoors for the 
next four to six weeks, 
as well as hardening the 
seedlings to plant out-
doors at the right time.   
Register at the Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment by April 13.  For 
more information and to 
register, contact parks-

rec-asst@alton.nh.gov 
or call 603-875-0109.

Hit the Trail! Hiking 
programs offered

for all levels
Join hiker, Bonnie 

Dodge, for beginner 
focused hikes on Fri-
days starting April 10 
or progressive hikes on 
Wednesdays starting 
April 15.  Hikes start at 
10 a.m. at the trail head 
in Alton and surround-
ing Towns.

Beginner Friday 
hikes are a great oppor-
tunity for hesitant folks 
to discover the wonder-
ful world of hiking and 
learn about the best trails 
in the area- the program 
is focused on hikes for 
beginners.  Sign up at 
parksrec-ass t@al ton .
nh.gov or 603-875-0109 
the Wednesday before 
the hike day.

Progressive Wednes-
day hikes are for those 
that are looking for a 
hiking challenge.  The 
hikes will gradually in-
crease in difficulty each 
week- making this a 
great way to be outside 
and exercise.  Sign up 
at parksrec-asst@alton.
nh.gov or 603-875-0109 
the Monday before the 
hike day.

Bucket Drumming — 
Jam Session

The Alton Parks and 
Recreation Department 
is sponsoring a free 
Bucket Drumming Jam 
Session with Sam Twin-
ing on Monday, April 27 
at the Gilman Library 
from 1-2 p.m.  All ages 
and abilities are wel-
come.  Bring your own 
bucket and enter the 
Library using the low-
er-level rear entrance 
door.  Drumming sticks 
will be provided.  Stop 
by and join in the fun 
during school vacation 
week and learn a little 
bit about drumming and 
music.  RSVP by April 
22 at 603-875-0109 or 
parksrec-ass t@al ton .
nh.gov.

Alton Town
Wide Yard Sale

The Alton Parks and 
Recreation Department 
is sponsoring its Annual 
Town Wide Yard Sale on 
Saturday, June 6, rain or 
shine from 8 a.m.-2 p.m.  
If you would like to par-
ticipate by having a Yard 

Sale at your house con-
tact the Parks and Rec-
reation Department at 
603-875-0109 or parks-
rec-asst@alton.nh.gov 
before May 18 with 
your Yard Sale address 
location.  When signing 
up please include your 
name, phone number 
and complete physical 
address.  Free Yard Sale 
maps will be available 
after May 27.

Alton tennis courts are 
open for season

The Town Tennis 
Courts at Liberty Tree 
Park are now open for 
the season.  Courts 
are located behind 65 
Frank C. Gilman High-
way.  Parking is across 
the street next to Mill 
Pond and by the Water 
Department.  Courts are 
reserved for organized 
Pickleball on Mon-
days, Wednesdays, Fri-
days and Sundays from 
8-11 a.m and pick up 
Pickleball on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 
8 a.m.-noon.  If you 
are interested in play-
ing Pickleball, join the 
group on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays-at this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/8050D4FA8AF-
2CA5F85-54716680-pick-
up#/; beginners are wel-
come, bring your own 
equipment.

USTA Spring Tennis 
Lessons — Adults
The Alton Parks and 

Recreation Department 
is sponsoring Tennis in 
the Parks for adults on 
Wednesdays at the Lib-
erty Tree Park Tennis 
Courts from May 6-June 
10 from 6-7:30 p.m.  
Registration is $75, in-
cludes instruction with 
a USTA New England 
certified instructor.  Ba-
sic tennis skills will 
be taught: forehand, 
backhand, serve, over-
hand and volley.  Reg-
ister by April 17, class 
size is limited to seven.   
Registration forms are 
available at www.alton.
nh.gov or stop by the 
Parks and Recreation 
Kiosk at 328 Main St. to 
sign up. Contact parks-
rec@alton.nh.gov or 
603-875-0109 for more 
information.

Pilates Classes in 
Alton Bay — Tuesdays 

and Thursdays
The Alton Parks and 

Recreation Department 

is sponsoring Pilates 
classes at the Alton Bay 
Community Center on 
Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
with certified instructor 
Donna Lee.  All level 
adults are welcome for 
a full body, low impact 
class that will improve 
muscle tone, flexibility, 
balance and strength.  
Pre-registration is $10 
per class or $15 drop in.  
Bring a mat and water.  
For more information/
register contact Donna 
at breathepilates1@ya-
hoo.com or parksrec@
alton.nh.gov.

Guided Meditation
The Alton Parks and 

Recreation Department 
and Friends of the Gil-
man Library are sponsor-
ing  Guided Meditation 
with Karen Khariton-
ov on Thursdays April 
16, May 7 and May 21 
from 6:30-7:15 p.m. 
at the Gilman Library, 
Agnes Thompson Meet-
ing Room. Meditation 
is helpful for reducing 
stress and slowing our 
bodies down to breathe. 
The program is free, 
donations accepted to 
benefit the food pantry.  
For more information 
contact Alton Parks and 
Recreation at parksrec@
alton.nh.gov or 603-
875-0109.

Dungeons and
Dragons

Alton Parks and Rec-
reation is sponsoring a 
weekly Dungeons and 
Dragons adventure on 
Wednesdays at the Al-
ton Bay Community 
Center from 6-8 p.m. 
The program is free for 
ages 18 and up.  Sign up 
at parksrec-asst@alton.
nh.gov or 603-875-0109 
to secure your game 
slot.  Join in the fun with 
friends or plan on meet-
ing new people.

Alton Parks
and Recreation

Department Podcasts
For people that want 

a quick summary of the 
programs, events and 
activities going on at 
the Parks and Recre-
ation Department, check 
out the Alton Parks and 
Recreation Department 
“Community Connec-
tion” podcasts which are 
available on the Town of 
Alton Web site: www.al-
ton.nh.gov under Parks 
and Recreation.

GILFORD — The Gil-
ford Police Department 
reported the following 
arrests from March 30 to 
April 2.

Eli A. Auger, age 45, 

was arrested on April 
1 in connection with a 
warrant.

Donna Marie Bennett, 
age 65, was arrested on 
April 2 for driving after 

Suspension of Vehicle 
Registration, driving af-
ter revocation or suspen-
sion of license (DUI re-
lated), and in connection 
with a warrant.
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WE DO IT ALL
WELL DRILLING        PUMP SYSTEMS

FILTERS

Family Owned Business for 40 Years

CALL FOR SERVICE
FOREST PUMP & FILTER CO., INC.

603-332-9037

Forest Pump & Filter Co.
Serving The Greater Lakes Region Area for Over 50 Years

Community dinner to support 
Old Home Day fireworks

Village Players 
summer auditions 

Sunday and MondayRestaurant Week 
returns April 17 

to April 25!

Granite VNA offers 
Caregiver Connection 

in Wolfeboro

Alton Central School 
to hold Kindergarten 

screenings April 23 & 24

Alton Central School 
announces honor roll

GILFORD — Resi-
dents are invited to enjoy 
an Italian-style communi-
ty dinner later this month 
while helping support one 
of Gilford’s most anticipat-
ed summer traditions.

The Gilford Old Home 
Day Committee is hosting 
a fundraising Italian feast 
on Saturday, April 18, at 
6:30 p.m. in the downstairs 
hall at Gilford Community 

Church, 19 Potter Hill Rd. 
Proceeds from the event 
will support the fireworks 
display planned for this 
year’s Gilford Old Home 
Day celebration.

The dinner will feature 
baked jumbo stuffed shells, 
Italian meatballs and sweet 
sausage, tossed salad, rolls, 
and a chef’s choice dessert. 
The meal will be prepared 
by Chef Dan Barnhart of 

The Plate Lunch. Attend-
ees are welcome to bring 
their own beverages.

Tickets are available for 
a $20 donation per person, 
and advance reservations 
are required by Friday, 
April 10. Reservations may 
be made by bringing cash 
or a check payable to Gil-
ford Old Home Day to the 
Gilford Parks and Recre-
ation Department, located 

WOLFEBORO — If 
you’re looking for a lit-
tle comedy this summer, 
the Village Players have 
just the answer.

Directors Russ Ellis 
and Jay Sydow invite 
anyone interested in 
showing off how funny 
they can be to come out 
and audition for the Vil-
lage Players Theater’s 
summer show, “The 
Play That Goes Wrong.”

“The Play That 
Goes Wrong” focuses 
on Cornley University 
Drama Society’s new-
est production, “The 
Murder at Haversham 
Manor,” where things 
are quickly going from 

bad to utterly disastrous. 
This 1920s whodunit 
has everything you nev-
er wanted in a show—
an unconscious leading 
lady, a corpse that can’t 
play dead, and actors 
who trip over everything 
(including their lines). 
Nevertheless, the ac-
cident-prone thespians 
battle against all odds to 
make it through to their 
final curtain call, with 
hilarious consequences/ 
Part Monty Python, part 
Sherlock Holmes, this 
Olivier Award–winning 
comedy is a global phe-
nomenon that’s guaran-
teed to leave you aching 
with laughter.

The cast includes nu-
merous men and women 
and comic timing will 
be a key part of making 
the play a success. Roles 
are available for numer-
ous ages and those in-
terested should show up 
prepared to read from 
the script Auditions for 
“The Play That Goes 
Wrong” will take place 
on April 12 and 13 at 7 
p.m. and the show will 
be on the Village Players 
stage on July 24, 25 and 
31 and Aug. 1 and 2.

“The Play That Goes 
Wrong” is generously 
sponsored by Dr. Rich-
ard J. Neal, DMD.

next to the town clerk’s of-
fice at Gilford Town Hall, 
47 Cherry Valley Rd.

Organizers said the 
fundraiser will help en-

sure the continuation of the 
community’s annual fire-
works display, a longstand-
ing highlight of Old Home 
Day festivities.

For more information, 
contact the Gilford Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment at 603-527-4722.

ALTON — Alton 
Central School has re-
leased its honor roll for 
the second trimester of 
the 2025-2026 school 
year.

Honors
Grade 5:  Cadence 

Adler, Averie Bolduc, 
Piper Fortier, Alexa 
Gavill, McKenzie Haw-
thorne, Xavier LaPointe, 
Morgan Maynard, 
Emma Nealon, Benja-
min Neveu, Dallas Sim-
monds, Vivienne Ver-
recchia, Maia Warren, 
and Asher Williams

Grade 6:  Halley An-
dres, Oliver Bravar, 
Kinley Brown, McKin-
ley Coran, Giuliana 
Dewey, Ella Dickinson, 
River Ellis, Hannah 
Hawthorne, Sawyer Le-
vasseur, Dylan O’Ro-
urke, Joseph Vachon, Ja-
cob Vernal, and William 
Yelle

Grade 7:  Arianna Bi-

ron, Evan Collins, Abel 
Dominick, Austin Doug-
las, Sophia Goncalves, 
Brooklyn Gorton, 
James Goyette, Annabel 
Jacques, Bentley Lapi-
erre, James Marcotte, 
Kennedy McKnight, 
Kirah Mulcahy, Zaya 
Parker, and Kadence 
Stratton

Grade 8:  John Chase, 
Jocelyn Cogswell, 
Ayden Doherty, Miles 
Durkee, Augustine 
Gauvreau, Miah Gon-
zalez, Embry Hilton, 
Gavin Labrie, Raddek 
Lebs, McKenzie Nealon, 
Gabrielle Neveu, Tilba 
Nielsen, Kaylin, O’Con-
nell, Harrison Parker, 
Kaleb Ransom, Everett 
Shea, Brynn Slayton, 
and Devan Stanley

High Honors
Grade 5:  Roselyn 

Bozek, Brandon Doug-
las, Ryan Ferruccio, 
Layla Folger, Phillip 
Hunter, Jaylin Jordan, 

Alexis Kenerson, Mad-
dyn McGilvray, Da-
gny Nielsen, Willow 
Ouhrabka, Liam Rose, 
Gwendolyn Senter, and 
Olivia Sleeper

Grade 6:  Elizabeth 
Beaton, Jude Benedetto, 
Isabelle Fencer, Char-
lotte Heald, and Hudson 
Kellar

Grade 7:  Julia Bou-
lay, Cody Brock, Park-
er Cully, Adam Fuller, 
Emma Holloway, Row-
an Kimball, Emma Le-
tendre, Tristan Levas-
seur, Kendall Osmer, 
and Skylar Pauley

Grade 8:  Cameron 
Casale, Tanner Chinyan-
ga, Chase Couture, Lo-
gan Daniels, Evan Fer-
ruccio, Ewan Gauvreau, 
Amelia Grasson, Lyla 
Griffin, Adam Hann, 
Winston Kellar, Jacen 
Sanborn, Jonah White, 
Treyson Whitehouse, 
and Jacob Wood

WOLFEBORO — 
Wolfeboro Area Restau-
rant Week begins April 
17 offering residents 
and visitors a variety of 
delicious dining expe-
riences all around the 
community.   Creative 
menus will showcase 
the local flavor.

“We are thrilled to 
announce the 2026 
Presenting Sponsor is 
Amoskeag Beverag-
es, proudly supporting 
local businesses,” ex-
presses Wolfeboro Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director 

Mary DeVries.
Amoskeag is a lead-

ing beer and alcohol 
distributor.

“The key to making 
this culinary event hap-
pen is of course partic-
ipation by local area 
restaurants and special-
ty food shops.  If your 
business has not already 
joined the event, there 
is still time to be a part 
of the celebration,” in-
vites DeVries.

Sponsorships are 
also available and ven-
dors who work with 
local businesses are en-

couraged to consider a 
partnership during the 
event.

Restaurant Week is a 
Community Event orga-
nized by the Chamber 
of Commerce to cel-
ebrate and showcase 
local businesses, high-
lighting restaurants and 
specialty shops.

For more informa-
tion, please reach out 
to DeVries via mary@
wolfeborochamber.com 
or telephone the Cham-
ber of Commerce at 
569-2200.

WOLFEBORO — 
Granite VNA offers 
Caregiver Connection on 
Monday, April 13 from 10 
to 11:30 a.m. at Harmony 
Coffee House, 21 Central 
Ave. in Wolfeboro.

Join us and connect 
with other family care-
givers, while enjoying 
an opportunity to unwind 
and have discussions rich 
in empathy and resourc-
es.

Pre-registration is not 
required. For more infor-
mation, call (603) 224-

4093 or (800) 924-8620, 
ext. 85664 or visit www.
granitevna.org. This pro-
gram is offered at no 
charge.

About
Granite VNA

Granite VNA is a not-
for-profit licensed and 
certified home health and 
hospice care provider. 
The agency serves people 
of all ages in 72 commu-
nities across the Great-
er Capital Region and 
Central New Hampshire 

by providing home care, 
hospice care, pediatric 
and maternal child health 
services, and wellness 
programming. The agen-
cy has offices in Con-
cord, Laconia and Wolfe-
boro. Formed through the 
merger of Concord Re-
gional VNA and Central 
New Hampshire VNA & 
Hospice, Granite VNA 
has served New Hamp-
shire since 1899. For 
more information about 
Granite VNA, visit www.
granitevna.org.

ALTON — Alton Cen-
tral School will conduct 
Kindergarten screenings for 
the 2026–27 school year on 
April 23 and April 24.

Families with children 
who will turn five years 
old by Sept. 30, 2026 are 
encouraged to contact the 
school to schedule a screen-
ing appointment.

Parents and guardians 

can arrange a date and time 
by contacting Traci Camer-
on at tcameron@sau72.org.

School officials note that 
families whose children are 
not currently enrolled in 
the Alton Central School 
pre-Kindergarten program 
will need to provide sever-
al documents at the time of 
registration. Required pa-
perwork includes a copy of 

the child’s birth certificate, 
immunization record, most 
recent physical examination 
record, and proof of residen-
cy.

Kindergarten screening 
appointments help school 
staff prepare for the upcom-
ing academic year and en-
sure incoming students are 
ready for the transition into 
the classroom.
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Listening to the 
next generation

There is something quietly encouraging about watching young 
people stand up in front of their neighbors and speak about ethics, 
responsibility, and the choices that shape a community. The recent 
Gilford Rotary Club Four-Way Speech Contest offered exactly 
that kind of moment.

Public speaking contests are not new, and neither are student 
competitions. What makes this one stand out is its purpose. Rota-
ry’s Four-Way Test asks four simple questions: Is it the truth? Is it 
fair to all concerned? Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 
Will it be beneficial to all concerned? Those questions may sound 
straightforward, but they are not easy to answer in a complicated 
world. Asking students to think about them carefully is a powerful 
exercise in civic maturity.

The topics chosen by this year’s contestants showed how seri-
ously they took that challenge.

First-place winner Emily Jacques explored how hobbies can 
prevent burnout and support mental health. That is a timely subject 
for students balancing academics, activities, expectations, and un-
certainty about the future. Her message reflected an understanding 
that success is not only about achievement, but about resilience 
and balance.

Second-place finisher Sarah Khan addressed the influence of 
generative artificial intelligence. Few issues feel more current or 
more uncertain than the role AI will play in education and daily 
life. It takes courage to take on a topic still being debated by adults 
across the country. Her selection shows that local students are al-
ready thinking carefully about the ethical implications of emerging 
technology.

Third-place winner Kylie Kelly spoke about adoption, remind-
ing listeners that questions of belonging, identity, and family con-
tinue to shape people’s lives in meaningful ways. It was a topic 
rooted in empathy and perspective, and it demonstrated the kind of 
awareness communities benefit from hearing more often.

Additional participants Tristan Schofield and Jiya Patel also 
contributed thoughtful ideas and strong presentations, helping 
make the evening a true showcase of student leadership.

Events like this do more than reward individual achievement. 
They strengthen the connection between students and the wider 
community. When organizations such as the Gilford Rotary Club 
invest time and energy into mentoring young speakers, they are 
helping build habits of reflection, respect, and responsibility that 
last well beyond a single competition.

It is also worth recognizing the volunteers who made the con-
test possible. Judges, moderators, advisers, and coordinators play 
a quiet but essential role in encouraging young people to step 
forward and be heard. Their support sends a clear message that 
thoughtful voices matter here.

Perhaps most encouraging of all is what happens when stu-
dents engage seriously with the Four-Way Test itself. Those four 
questions are not limited to speeches. They apply to classrooms, 
workplaces, town meetings, and everyday conversations between 
neighbors. They offer a framework for making decisions that 
strengthen trust rather than weaken it.

Communities often say they want young people to stay en-
gaged and take ownership of the future. Programs like this show 
how that engagement begins. It starts with giving students a mi-
crophone, an audience, and the confidence that their ideas are 
worth sharing.

Gilford can take pride in the students who stepped forward this 
year, and in the organizations that helped make their voices part 
of the public conversation. When young people are encouraged 
to think clearly, speak honestly, and lead with integrity, the entire 
community benefits.

To the Editor:
Soon after my husband and I bought our home 

in New Durham in 2020, through the bleary eyed 
exhaustion that is unique to young parents of a new-
born and a six year old, I distinctly remember him 
saying to me, “Now, finally, we can plant roots.” He 
didn’t mean just the garden.

Maybe it was the lockdown — it did breed a 
strange kind of loneliness. We weren’t lonely, ex-
actly; we had each other, and the kids, a cat, and 
suddenly a puppy — but in that general whirl of 
chaos and noise, we were lonely, in a particular way. 
We longed for community. We wanted to be known 
to our neighbors, to be regulars at the general store. 
We wanted to be known in the library — complete 
with recommendations! Community seemed like 
an assumed benefit of owning a home in a neigh-
borhood, in a school district, and we were hungry 
for it. So as the mists and masks of Covid lifted, 
as the baby grew older and less fragile, and Zoom 
Kindergarten thankfully vanished into a bad memo-
ry, we threw ourselves into serving the community 
with gusto. School volunteering, PTO, Cub Scouts, 
Zoning Board. And then suddenly, I was the rep for 
New Durham on the School Board for the Governor 
Wentworth Regional School District, and suddenly 
again, I was the Vice Chair in my second year.

I can say, with a certain level of relief, that it’s 
been a great pleasure to serve with the incumbent 
members of the Governor Wentworth Regional 
School Board for the past year. The board has grown 
in collegiality and a specific kind of like-minded-
ness — the kind where people have their own opin-
ions, but in which we adamantly share and strive 
for the same goals. That like-mindedness is fertile 
ground for the growth of respect, which we have 
successfully cultivated by listening to one anoth-
er. The board does not agree on everything, by any 
stretch of the imagination, but they can disagree 
with civility, and maintain collegiality because of 
that respectfulness. Serving the board in 2025-2026 
was a very different experience for me than my 
first year, in 2024-2025, wherein I watched a group 
storm and clash like a thunderhead on a rampage, 
so loud and furious that you could hear nothing at 
all. At the end of that year, I considered leaving, 
to be honest — it was so dysfunctional. Things 
have changed remarkably since then, for the better, 
mostly as a result of changes in individuals, and the 
styles of engagement they have each brought to the 
board. I am particularly glad that I am no longer 
the only parent serving; we have had many parents 
serve now, and I think it has been exceptionally 
healthy. Parents serving on the school board bring 
a necessary, authentic voice to the work, and their 
direct knowledge of the schools brings a helpful 
perspective to others on the Board who do not have 
children attending in the district. Special thanks to 
GWRSD parent Kayla Hewitt, who also served the 
board for the past year and has now resigned, and 
to GWRSD parent Stephanie King of New Durham, 
who preceded me and set the trend.

It has been an honor for me to serve as the rep 
for New Durham. I am so proud of our little New 
Durham School, which has been such a wonderful 
place for my two kids. Like the other members of 
the board, I have given the district my time, my en-
ergy, and I have served as its shield and its sword, as 
different moments have asked of me. I did that work 
because of my own children, but I did it for yours 
too, and my neighbors, your neighbors, and the fu-
ture of our towns. There is less lead in the water, 
there are more ways for students to challenge them-
selves in mathematics, there is fair compensation 
for our teachers, and there are stronger, common 
sense protections for this district, in part because 
I was here. I hope that the work I have done work 
will, even in a small way, help forge a better path-
way for the children of this community and those 
that choose Kingswood as their academic home un-
til graduation.

But I must tell you that as of the end of this 
school year, the children that benefit from the work 
I have done here will not include my own. I have 
been offered, and I have accepted, a position at the 
University of Maryland. Effective as of April 10, I 
hereby resign my position on the Governor Went-
worth Regional School Board. I cannot be a rep in 
a place where I no longer live, and very soon, my 
family and I will not be residents here.

I thank you all, sincerely, for the opportunity. In 
another life, I would have proudly offered to serve 
on the board until I counted the time in decades. In-
stead, I am heeding a different call, in another place.

So with that, in closing, I will offer the commu-
nity some parting gifts.

To my fellow New Durham residents, and to 
members of the board, if Ms. Stefanie King of-
fers her time and energy as a rep for New Durham 
again, I suggest you accept the offer, and proclaim 
a resounding, unequivocal “yes.” She is dazzlingly 
overqualified, and would be an absolute blessing. 
If she does not offer it, I might suggest begging, or 
perhaps proffering baked goods to persuade her.

To Superintendent Arakelian, thank you for your 
partnership over the past two years; I know the 
depth of your care for the children in our schools, 
and after working together, I extend my deep re-
spect to you.

To the community, please keep holding the board 
to the standard of the potential you see in your kids. 
They will rise to meet it, however they can — and if 
the winds bring storm clouds here again, know that 
change can be painful, but is sometimes necessary 
in the building of something valuable.

I wish each of you happiness, hope, and strength. 
The long road through the dark night is made bear-
able when you keep good company. I am glad to 
have known you for part of the way. We were happy 
to be your neighbors, for a time. Be well, and be 
kind to one another. Safe journey.

Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Elizabeth Sheckler

New Durham

Courtesy

The following Kingswood Regional Middle School students received the After School Allstars Award for the month of 
March. In the first picture is Jaedyn Dean for her dedication to Skills USA. In the second picture is Mason Ouellet for 
his dedication to National History Day Club. Congratulations!



LACONIA — Just as 
people across the region 
are starting to think about 
getting outside for a walk 
or bike ride, developer Scott 
Everett has launched a proj-
ect that will make the Lake-
port end of the WOW Trail 
and the emerging Opechee 
Loop safer and more ap-
pealing for all users.

The effort is one of the 
early phases in the develop-
ment of the Opechee Loop, 
an extension of the WOW 
Trail that will take cyclists, 
runners and walkers safely 
around Lake Opechee on a 
course that will add close to 
six additional miles of rec-
reation and transportation 
options for residents and 
visitors.

To support and enhance 
the project, Everett is collab-
orating with the WOW Trail 
and the city of Laconia.

Nate Guerette, director 
of the Laconia Department 
of Public Works and a 
member of the WOW Trail 
board, was instrumental in 
getting city approvals for 
the project, and Michelle 
DuPont, owner of Lake 
Opechee Inn and Spa, made 
the space available to make 
this phase of the expansion 
of the Lakeport section of 
the trail happen.

“The WOW Trail has 
been a fabulous addition to 
the city, and our custom-
ers have really appreciated 
having this amenity so close 
to our inn,” said Dupont. 
“We’re excited with the 
plans for the Opechee Loop 
and happy to help make this 
promenade section happen.”

Everett said, “The city 
really got behind this one. I 
was very pleased with that.”

Work began in early 
March to backfill the slope 
on the parking lot side of 
the sidewalk across from 51 
Elm St. to make it level with 
the street.

Instead of widening the 
existing sidewalk for the 
Opechee Loop between Do-
ris Ray Court and the WOW 
Trail terminus, as originally 
planned, trail users head-
ing to or from the neigh-
borhoods of Lakeport will 
be able to exit or enter the 
trail at Doris Ray Court and 
travel along a new 10-foot 
paved path that will connect 
directly to the WOW Trail.

“The trail will be a lot 
safer this way,” Everett said, 
noting that cyclists won’t 
have to ride by the post at 
the end of the trail and ne-
gotiate the curb and narrow 
sidewalk alongside heavy 
traffic.

He added that there will 
be a new pedestrian crossing 
near the entrance to Doris 
Ray Court, where the side-
walk was widened last fall, 
for a safe crossing to busi-
nesses across Elm Street.

“The focus is the contin-
ued beautification of Lake-
port,” Everett said. “Clear-
ly, this is another huge step 
towards that goal. I’m on a 
mission to make Lakeport 
great.”

The enhancement Ever-
ett is creating will be known 
as the promenade, and it 
will feature sitting benches 
to relax and enjoy the view 
of Lake Opechee, with am-
ple space to gather, and a 
gazebo-like structure that 
will offer protection from 
the sun and rain may also be 
added.

“We want to make it a 
beautiful and functional 
space,” Everett added.

The WOW Trail has 
committed up to $100,000 
towards the promenade.

“We believe the prome-
nade section will be a beau-
tiful upgrade to our original 
plans of widening the side-
walk at this section,” said 
Allan Beetle, president of 
the WOW Trail.  “We are 
also planning to sell person-

alized, engraved bricks and 
benches once the hardscape 
and landscape improve-
ments are finalized to help 
fund this exciting project. It 
will be a great opportunity 
for the community to join in 
support of it.”

Everett is also planning 
a fundraiser at the Opera 
House to help defray the 
cost of construction.

Lakeport and downtown 
Laconia are currently linked 
by the WOW Trail, provid-
ing non-motorized options 
for residents and visitors to 
safely travel between these 
two growing business and 
cultural centers of Laconia.

The proposed Opechee 
Loop will include a mix of 
on-street enhancements, 
bike lanes and improved/
widened sidewalks, Beetle 
said.

“We are currently work-
ing with the city, the state 
and the Laconia Village de-
velopers of the former state 
school property for the best 
route to connect through the 
development and into Ahern 
Park,” he added. “The 
Opechee Loop is designed 
to enhance safe pedestrian 
and bicycle connections 
from our residential neigh-
borhoods to our business 
and arts districts, schools, 
beaches and parks.”

While the current WOW 
Trail/Winnisquam Scenic 
Trail in Laconia/Belmont 
is 4.25 miles, the Opechee 
Loop would expand the 
combined trails to nearly 
10-miles of recreation for 
residents and visitors alike, 
including walkers, runners, 
bicyclists and inline skaters.

Yesterday, I was asked 
to cover for the gym teach-
er for last period, so I took 
my stuff down there a little 
early, found myself a chair 
and took to reading my 
book.  Soon, the kids start-
ed showing up.  They knew 
me as the sub and soon, all 
got balls of some sort and 
started throwing, kicking, 
or punching them around.

A girl showed up late 
who was obviously study-
ing pretty.  As she crossed 
in front of me, I could de-
tect the cosmic energy be-
tween her and one of the 
boys as mutual smiles of 
acknowledgment trans-
pired. Ah, young love.

Time passed as most 
of the boys were playing 
basketball down on the left 
end of the court. The girls 
were playing with soccer 
and volley balls on the oth-
er end. A couple kids sat on 
the floor wanting not to be 
involved.

The lone jock in the 
group took to kicking rock-
et kicks everywhere.  One 
finally hit the pretty girl 
with the earrings on the 
head. She went to see the 
nurse. Hey, orange hair, 
you already hurt one of 
your classmates. Cool it 
with the kicks.

Big transition today; I'm 
the ski guy again up at the 
mountain.  As I drove in, I 

noticed that they had even 
groomed last night. That's 
unbelievable it being the 
end of March.  The snow is 
usually too thin by now. Or 
more like it, nonexistent.

My supervisor brought 
in his big bull mastiff to-
day and went out skijoring 
this morning.  When he got 
back, he told me to go for a 
ski before it got too mushy.  
It's supposed to get up near 
sixty today. Big massive 
dogie tracks were evident 
in all the soft snow cover-
ing the trails.

Last week’s snowstorm 
that didn't help much at my 
house really made a differ-
ence up here.  The trails 
that I wouldn't subject my 
skis to on last week were 
all white and nice.  Not 
groom-able, but still ski-
able.  There were lots of 
tracks from other skiers 
like myself that take ad-
vantage of such situations.  
Who cares if the trails ar-
en't open?  I made it all the 
way up to the high country.  
First time this year.

When I made it back 
to the shack I checked the 
time, 55 minutes. Thank 
you, Lord; no more half 
hour till exhaustion. I'm 
improving!

It's so nice to feel the 
sun on my face.  The other 
day I noted that my tan line 
was still evident.  It won't 

be long till its contrast 
starts increasing again.  I'm 
looking forward to another 
cycle around the sun, Lord 
willing. As the years add 
up, they get so much more 
precious.

I was talking with a 
customer in Florida the 
other day who was con-
cerned about snow melt 
and mud season. I told her 
that I thought that we'd be 
skipping it this year. With 
all the crazy warm days 
we've had, my driveway 
is acting like it's already 
over. Now that I bought 
two yards of stone last year 
in preparation to spread on 
the squishy spots, it doesn't 
happen. With the weight 
limits they impose upon 
the roads in the spring, you 
can't get stone delivered 
when you need it. They 
won't go anywhere, unless 
of course, some other proj-
ect comes up. Have stone 
will use it.

After 30 years, the park-
ing area is starting to show 
lots of chimney debris.  In 
getting the house finished, 
the old chimney had to get 
replaced.  I broke up all the 
old chimney blocks and 
liners and spread them next 
to the house.  We had a guy 
with a dump truck and a 
bulldozer cover it up.  It's 
lasted this long; it certain-
ly could use some stone 

and sand. I don't know if I 
have enough stone, but I do 
now have a tractor that can 
spread it.

In addition to that, 
there's a rock that's been 
pushing up every winter 
that really needs to be ex-
tracted.  My tractor does 
have a backhoe, so I do 
have the capability, but you 
never know how large a 
rock is till you start exca-
vating it.  My tractor is a 
small one, and the rock is 
right in the middle of the 
turnaround area. Ain't it al-
ways the way?

I'll just have to see 
where my motivations lie.  
A big rock could take all 
my stone, or more. The last 
one was huge. They just 
keep growing.

E.Twaste
Correspondence wel-

come at edwintwaste@
gmail.com
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Repair
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NORTH COUNTRY COINS. 
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Stone
LETTERS FROM EDWIN

WOW Trail enhancement project underway in Lakeport
The entire Opechee Loop 

project is expected to ex-
ceed $1 million dollars, and 
the city and the WOW Trail 
Committee will continue 
to look for opportunities to 
reduce costs where possible 
by combining construction 
of sidewalk improvements 
with other necessary road-
way repairs, similar to the 
recent Elm Street bridge 
maintenance project, which 
widened a section of side-
walk along Elm Street.

The city currently has 
been approved for a federal 
Transportation Alternatives 
Program grant, off-setting 

the cost of street repairs 
and sidewalk improvement 
from Franklin Street to the 
Elm Street School, work 
which is planned for 2028 
or 2029.

Future sections of the 
Opechee Loop expansion 
will be planned by the city, 
with the WOW Trail col-
laborating with engineering 
planning and funding, in-
cluding spearheading vari-
ous grant sources and com-
munity fundraising.

For more information, 
including a proposed map 
of the Opechee Loop, visit 
wowtrail.org.



programming at Mak-
ers Mill. The nonprofit 
makerspace will host 
five youth workshops 
for ages eight to 13 
from Monday, April 27 
through Friday, May 1, 
giving young makers the 
chance to explore paint-
ing, mixed media, print-
making, leatherworking, 
and more.

Each workshop runs 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 
includes a lunch break. 
Students may attend a 

single class or sign up 
for multiple days. Class 
sizes are intentionally 
small, limited to six stu-
dents, to provide plenty 
of individual attention 
and hands-on learning.

The week begins 
Monday, April 27 with 
Fine Arts & Mixed Me-
dia, where students ex-
periment with paint on 
canvas and add layered 
textures and materials to 
create dimensional art-
work.

On Tuesday, April 
28, the Decoupage Cre-
ations workshop intro-
duces the art of layering 
paper cutouts, paint ef-
fects, and decorative el-
ements such as gold leaf 
to create imaginative 
scenes sealed with Mod 
Podge.

The Wednesday, April 
29 class, Printmaking 
Fun, teaches students 
how to carve their own 
design into a block and 
transform it into a re-

usable stamp, printing 
their artwork onto dif-
ferent surfaces.

On Thursday, April 
30, Leatherworking Ad-
ventures invites students 
to craft a small leather 
pouch and create a dec-
orative backpack charm 
using dyes and stamping 
tools.

The week concludes 
on Friday, May 1 with 
Paint Your Pet, where 
students bring a photo 
of a favorite animal and 
learn how to recreate it 
on glass with their own 
creative flair.

All workshops are 
taught by Jennifer Ma-
cLean, a Makers Mill 
instructor known for 
her engaging and inclu-
sive teaching style. Ma-
cLean leads the Leather 
Circle at Makers Mill 
and teaches a variety 
of youth art programs. 
Her background as an 
occupational therapist 
and speech-language 
pathologist informs her 
thoughtful, adaptive ap-
proach to working with 
young learners.

Each workshop costs 
$40, plus a $5 materi-
als fee. Students should 
bring a lunch, snack, 
and drink in a sealable 
container. Makers Mill 
also participates in the 
ClassWallet program for 
K–12 students. If you 
plan to register using 
ClassWallet please call 
Makers Mill directly to 
register as the process is 
different.

To learn more and 
register, visit makers-
mill.org/aprilkids or call 
603-569-1500. Mak-
ers Mill is a nonprofit 
community makerspace 
located at 23 Bay St. in 
Wolfeboro. Free tours 
are offered every Friday 
and the first Saturday of 
each month at 10 a.m.
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Cancer Care & 
Infusion Center

www.hugginshospital.org

LOCAL CANCER CARE
Expert treatment. Close to home.

WOLFEBORO — 
Families looking for 
creative activities 

during April school va-
cation will find a full 
week of hands-on arts 

Makers Mill offers week of creative
April vacation workshops for youth

Courtesy

Beckett shows off his colorful mixed-media artwork created during a recent youth art class 
at Makers Mill. Similar hands-on projects will be part of the April Vacation Arts & Crafts 
Camp for youth ages eight to 13, running April 27 through May 1.

Makers Mill Art Open Studio 
highlights community

restoration project

Courtesy

Artist Phyllis MacDonald sits with a historic Windsor chair 
in the Fine Arts space at Makers Mill prior to its restoration, 
accompanied by her service animal, Millie. The chair, repaired by 
Makers Mill volunteers, will be refinished during a live demon-
stration at the free Art Adventures Open Studio on April 12.

WOLFEBORO — 
Makers Mill’s monthly 
Art Adventures: Fine Arts 
Open Studio returns on 
Sunday, April 12 from 1 to 
3:30 p.m., featuring a spe-
cial live demonstration that 
highlights art, craftsman-
ship, and community col-
laboration. The Open Stu-
dio is free and open to all.

This month’s event cen-
ters on the restoration of a 
historic Windsor chair do-
nated to Makers Mill after 
being headed for disposal. 
The chair arrived with a 
missing arm and structural 
damage, and has since been 
carefully repaired by Mak-
ers Mill volunteers.

Woodshop volunteer 
Gardiner Hall crafted a new 
wooden arm to match the 
original design, while vol-
unteer Jim Perkins repaired 
and reinforced the chair’s 
base. Built entirely with 
wooden pegs, the chair 
represents both traditional 
craftsmanship and the val-
ue of restoration.

During the Open Studio, 
local artist and instructor 
Phyllis MacDonald will 
offer a free live demonstra-
tion as she begins refinish-
ing the chair. She will share 
her process for layering 
paint and applying a dark-
ened wax finish to achieve 
a vintage patina.

“It’s about giving some-
thing old a new life,” said 
MacDonald. “With the 
right techniques, you can 

bring out its character and 
history in a whole new 
way.”

Once completed, the re-
stored chair will be sold or 
auctioned, with proceeds 
supporting the Makers Mill 
shop circles that contribut-
ed to the project.

The Art Adventures 
Open Studio, held on the 
second Sunday of each 
month, is a welcoming, 
drop-in space for artists of 
all levels to explore mate-
rials, share ideas, and con-
nect with others in the cre-
ative community.

MacDonald also leads 
the popular Joyful Art 
Techniques Series, a five-
week class that encourages 
participants to explore a 
variety of artistic mediums 
in a relaxed, supportive 
environment. The next ses-
sion begins Friday, April 10 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Art Adventures Open 
Studio takes place in the 
second-floor Fine Arts 
space at Makers Mill, ac-
cessible by stairs or eleva-
tor.

To learn more about 
Open Studio or register 
for upcoming classes, visit 
makersmill.org/events or 
call 603-569-1500.

Makers Mill is a non-
profit community maker-
space located at 23 Bay 
Street in Wolfeboro. Free 
tours are offered every Fri-
day and the first Saturday 
of each month at 10 a.m.

Alton Rotary hosts first successful 
Speaker Series installment on diabetes

ALTON — A big 
Thank You to our com-
munity for coming out 
to support the Alton 
Centennial Rotary’s first 
Speaker’s Series install-
ment on “The  Diabetes 
Challenge:  Facts, Risks, 
Real Solutions.”

Jane Hackett, a Cer-
tified Diabetes Care and 

Education Specialist 
from Huggins Hospital, 
Wolfeboro, gave an in-
formative, easy to un-
derstand presentation on 
one of New Hampshire’s 
major chronic disease 
priorities.

Several attendees 
commented, “I got some 
good information tonight 

for my friend with diabe-
tes.”

Another shared,  
“Great topic.  The dia-
betes educator was won-
derful.”

More programs are 
being planned that will 
help you live well with 
or help prevent health 
issues to improve your 

quality of life.
If you are looking for 

a richly rewarding expe-
rience to make positive 
changes doing good for 
others, join or volunteer 
with the Alton Centenni-
al Rotary Team. Contact 
us at altoncentrotary@
gmail.com or call Duane 
at 603-569-3745.



WOLFEBORO — A 
new collaborative effort 
among nonprofit orga-
nizations in the Wolfe-
boro area is helping local 
agencies connect, share 
resources, and address 
community needs more 
effectively.

The Community Fo-
rum with Nonprofit Agen-
cies in the Wolfeboro Area 
began meeting in No-
vember 2025, during the 
temporary government 
shutdown, when the threat 
of families losing their 
SNAP benefits emerged. 
Community leaders rec-
ognized the importance of 
acting quickly and coor-
dinating support for fam-
ilies who might be experi-
encing financial hardship 
and/or food insecurity. 
Jan Brooks, a key coor-
dinator for the Wolfeboro 
Area Chapter of End 68 
Hours of Hunger, initiated 
the first gathering and the 
group now meets month-
ly via Zoom to share up-
dates, discuss emerging 
needs, and identify ways 
to further collaborate to 
meet the needs of fami-
lies.

The forum’s partici-
pants represent several 
mission oriented organi-
zations that all support 
families and children, in-
cluding local churches All 
Saints Episcopal Church 
and The First Congrega-
tional Church Wolfeboro, 
UCC; food assistance 
programs including Life 
Ministries Food Pantry 
and End 68 Hours of Hun-
ger; GWRSD school  for 
Knights Against Hunger 
and Kingswood Youth 
Group; and Wolfeboro’s 
local early childhood ed-
ucation and childcare 
provider, The Children’s 
Center. Together, the fo-
rum works to strengthen 
communication between 
agencies and develop 
collaborative solutions 
that help ensure families 
have access to essential 
services and community 
resources.

According to Brooks, 
the group’s shared intent 
was to “come together 
and discuss what we offer 
families who may be in 

need of some support – be 
it food, clothing, shelter…
to then determine what’s 
missing and what we could 
do to expand our reach so 
that ultimately more con-
stituents have access to 
our services. Our aim is 
not only to support but to 
coordinate our services.” 
Since its formation, the 
forum has already imple-
mented several initiatives 
aimed at improving food 
and family resource ac-
cess throughout the com-
munity.

Among the accom-
plishments:

“The Little Food Pan-
try” – Located in front 
of All Saints Episcopal 
Church and across from 
the local public library, 
this pantry offers easi-
ly accessible food items, 
with a focus on supporting 
middle and high school 
students who may need 
quick, convenient meals 
or snacks. (see picture)

Mini Food Pantry at 
The Children’s Center – 
From November through 
February, a mini food pan-
try was also set up in the 
lobby of The Children’s 
Center. Enrolled families 
were able to access food 
items and collect a bro-

chure listing local food 
pantries and community 
resources available.

Satellite Diaper Depot 
– A new satellite diaper 
depot has been established 
at The First Congregation-
al Church in Wolfeboro, 
UCC to provide diapers 
and infant supplies for 
families in need.

“When nonprofit agen-
cies in Wolfeboro come 
together through the Com-
munity Forum, we create 
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286-8182
www.porterpaving.com

Paving & Resurfacing • Driveways & Parking Lots
Specializing in Residential and Commercial Paving

Owner Installs Every Job

Serving all of New Hampshire for 50 years.

Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care

Skilled Nursing
Short and Long Term Care

 Rehabilitative Services

(603) 837-3640  |  Whitefield, NH  |  themorrisoncommunities.org

Call for more information  
(603) 837-3640

Located in scenic
Whitefield, New Hampshire

Wolfeboro area nonprofits unite to 
strengthen support for local families

Courtesy

The following Kingswood Regional Middle School students received the March Super 
Knights Award for "Cooperation." In the first row are Gabe Giessler are Ava Madore.  
In the second row are McKayla Campbell and Aubrey Noyes.  In the third row are Larry 
Ramsey and Carter Wilber.  In the fourth row are Lillianna Tufts and Jules Bennet.  In the 
fifth row are Lincoln Bilodeau and Owen Hart. Congratulations!

a space to address today’s 
issues, share resources, 
and inspire the ideas and 
services our community 
needs for tomorrow,” said 
Meghan Berry, Social 
Worker at The Children’s 
Center in Wolfeboro. “By 
communicating regularly 
and sharing resources, we 
are able to identify gaps, 
respond more quickly to 
emerging needs, and en-
sure that families know 
where to turn for support.”

In addition to these 
projects, the forum con-
tinues to meet and is 
committed to exploring 
ways to improve commu-

nication about available 
services, develop shared 
resource guides for the 
community, and identi-
fy gaps where additional 
support may be needed.

Community members 
or organizations interest-
ed in learning more about 
this ad hoc group or its 
work are encouraged to 
contact Jan Brooks at Oss-
TuftWolf@end68hoursof-
hunger.org for additional 
information.

About the Community 
Forum with Nonprofit 

Agencies in the
Wolfeboro Area

The Community Fo-
rum with Nonprofit 
Agencies in the Wolfe-
boro Area is a collab-
orative group of local 
nonprofit organizations, 
churches, and commu-
nity partners working 
together to address the 
needs of families in the 
region. Formed in No-
vember 2025, the forum 
meets regularly to share 
resources, identify gaps 
in services, and coor-
dinate initiatives that 
support food security, 
family well-being, and 
access to community re-
sources.



Gunstock gearing up for Snowmobile Mountain Madness

Thursday, April 9
GILFORD

Boys’ Tennis vs. Ke-
arsarge; 4

Friday, April 10
BELMONT

Track Home Meet; 4
GILFORD

Boys’ Tennis at St. 
Thomas; 4

Girls’ Tennis vs. St. 
Thomas; 4

Track at Belmont; 4
WINNISQUAM

Track at Belmont; 4
Monday, April 13

BELMONT
Baseball vs. Prospect 

Mountain; 4
Girls’ Lacrosse vs. Der-

ryfield; 4
Softball vs. Prospect 

Mountain; 4
GILFORD

Boys’ Lacrosse at Plym-
outh; 4

Girls’ Lacrosse vs. In-
ter-Lakes; 4

WINNISQUAM
Baseball vs. Somer-

sworth; 4
Softball vs. Somer-

sworth; 4
Tuesday, April 14

GILFORD
Boys’ Tennis at Ke-

FRANKLIN — The 
Daniel Webster Chapter of 
Ducks Unlimited will hold 
its 37th annual dinner ban-
quet auction on Saturday, 
April 11, at 4:30 p.m. at 
The Franklin Lodge of Elks 
on 125 South Main St. in 
Franklin. James Cropsey 
is Area Chairman this 
year. Nearly 6,200 local 
Ducks Unlimited fundrais-
ing events throughout the 
country contribute towards 
Ducks Unlimited’s national 
fundraising effort achiev-
ing 88 percent efficiency, 
resulting in 88 cents of each 
dollar raised being spent on 
wetland acquisition or im-
provement.

Each year the United 
States loses some 140,000 
acres of wetland habitat. 
Since its inception, Ducks 
Unlimited has raised more 
than one billion dollars 
and enhanced and restored 
nearly 15 million habi-
tat acres, encompassing 
more than 15,000 wetland 
projects, in an effort to re-
verse this destructive trend. 
Prime wetlands sequester 
more carbon than any other 
habitat with .39 metric tons 
on average per acre each 
year. DU’s projects provide 
habitat for more than 600 
wildlife species, including 
ducks, geese, and endan-
gered or threatened species 

like the whooping crane 
and bald eagle.

While Ducks Unlimited 
has accomplished a great 
deal since its founding in 
1937, the rapid draining of 
our wetlands demands that 
the organization continue 
to accelerate its work. Ef-
forts like those of the Dan-
iel Webster Chapter are a 
vital part of Ducks Unlim-
ited’s efforts.

Order your tickets for 
cash or check today. Din-
ner tickets cost $100 for 
an individual and $120 
for a couple while youths 
under 18 years of age are 
$65. All attending youths 
win prizes. Sponsor tickets 

are $325 for an individual 
ticket. Sponsors will have a 
one in eight chance of win-
ning a gun of their choice 
from a vast selection. 
Sponsors need not be pres-
ent to win. Buy a table of 
eight for $900 and receive 
the choice of a Traditions 
scoped muzzle loading rifle 
or a Traditions 1851 Colt 
Navy Revolver Reproduc-
tion. To purchase tickets or 
for information on how you 
can support Ducks Unlim-
ited’s program of wetlands 
conservation, contact Steve 
Saulten at 603-289-2109 or 
Jim Cropsey at 603-286-
9633. You may also order 
online at www.ducks.org.
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ABUNDANT HARVEST FAMILY CHURCH
Sunday School for children up to age 12,
service 10:30 a.m. Greater Wakefield Resource Center,  
254 Main St., Union.  
Pastors Daniel and Sherrie Williams, 473-8914.  
For more information, please visit abundantharvestnh.org
or e-mail ahfc@faith.com.

ALTON BAY CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE CENTER
Sundays throughout the summer 10:am & 7pm;  875-6161.

BEFREE COMMUNITY CHURCH, ALTON
Alton-9:30 a.m. Sun. Meeting at Prospect Mountain High 
School. Pastor Ben Ruhl, www.befreechurch.net.

CENTER BARNSTEAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Worship Service 10:00am
Bible Study 11:15am
Rte 126 next to Town Hall
Call or Text (603)269-8831
centerbarnsteadcc.org

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OF PRAISE C.C.O.P 
PRAISE GATHERING
Every Saturday @ 5:30pm at the Iron Works church,  
1802 NH Route 140, Gilmanton Ironworks, NH
ccoppraisegathering@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF ALTON
Pastor Jared Cassidy
10am Worship service Sunday
20 Church St Alton
(603) 875-5561
www.ccoaalton.com

CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF NORTH 
BARNSTEAD, UCC
Sunday School and Worship Services
Rev. Kate Kennedy
603-776-1820
Our services are in person at 504 North Barnstead Road, 
Center Barnstead, NH and live-streamed on Zoom, 
Sundays at 10 a.m.
ccnorthbarnstead.com

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
FARMINGTON
Worship Services: 10:00 AM
400 Main Street
Farmington, NH 03835
www.farmingtonnhucc.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEW DURHAM NH
Sun. School 9:30am; Church 10:30am; Evening Service 6pm; 
Wed. Prayer Meeting 7pm. Depot St., New Durham; 

Pastor Ryan Blackard 

JOY CHURCH
55 Barnstead Road
Pittsfield, NH  03263
Sunday Celebration 9:30 am
Prayer Night- 1st Wed of every month 6:30 pm
Pastors Mike & Kathy Mavity
joychurchnh.com

PARADE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF 
BARNSTEAD, N.H.
on the Parade in Barnstead
Sunday Morning Worship Service for all ages begin at 9:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting - April through November at 7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday Evenings.
Pastor Sandy Pierson - 483-2846

ST. KATHARINE DREXEL
40 Hidden Springs Rd., Alton, 875-2548. 
Father Robert F. Cole, Pastor.
Mass Saturday 4pm;
Sunday 8:30 & 10:30am;
Daily Mass Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 8:00am.

ST. STEPHEN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Sunday 9:30. 50 Main St., Pittsfield
Rev. Miriam Acevedo with Rev. Stephen Ekerberg
www.ststephenspittsfield.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Rt. 171 at Tuftonboro Corner.  
Sunday services 10:30 am. Church 603-539-8058

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY OF 
LACONIA
Sunday services and religious education 10:00 a.m.
All are welcome.
172 Pleasant St.Laconia • 524 6488 • uusl.org

MAPLE STREET CHURCH
Sunday Service 11am 
96 Maple Street, Center Barnstead NH 03225

Speedy Wash n Go 
Laundromats

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 
7 School Street, Alton 

Open Daily 7 am to 9 pm

8 Church St, Belmont 
Open Daily 7 am to 9 pm

46 Center Street, Wolfeboro 
Open 24/7

603-498-7427
Business Account Discounts

CALL 603-948-5070 FOR DETAILS

AIR-CONDITIONED 

Clean - Bright – Friendly
! From Single load machines 

to 60 pound machines !
Accepting: Cash, Credit, Debit and Loyalty Cards 

Website- Speedywashngo.com  
E-Mail  Speedywashngo@gmail.com

All laundromats have 24 hour video surveillance. 

ALSO OFFERINGWASH-DRY-FOLD
By appointmentDROP OFF AND PICK UP

Sports
n

PSU soccer programs announce summer camps

Ducks Unlimited annual dinner set for April 11

HIGH SCHOOL SLATE

HIGH SCHOOL SLATE

GILFORD — While 
many parts of the coun-
try are experiencing re-
cord-shattering heat and 
humidity, northern New 
England is still hanging on 
to winter. The calendar may 
say it's Spring, but Mother 
Nature has had other ideas 
as April looms just around 
the corner.

Thanks to a sizable 
snowfall last Sunday that 
dumped 6-8 inches of 
powder across much of the 
White Mountains and sur-
rounding areas, conditions 
are looking ideal for X 
Racing's upcoming Snow-
mobile Mountain Madness 
event at Gunstock Moun-
tain Resort on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 11-12.

Admission is $25 per 

day for adults, or $40 for 
a weekend pass. Children 
age 10 and under will be 
admitted free with a paying 
adult. Spectator gates open 
at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
with Hillcross racing getting 
under way at 11 a.m. On 
Sunday, gates open at 10:30 
with Snowcross racing start-
ing at 11 a.m.

“It's encouraging to see 
it still snowing like that in 
New Hampshire,” X Rac-
ing's Joe Duncan said. “The 
team at Gunstock had an 
ample stockpile of snow for 
us anyway, but this natural 
snow is just icing on the 
cake. We'll have plenty of 
it to create great tracks for 
Hillcross, Snowcross and 
Sunday Funday.

“Holding onto a large PLYMOUTH — The 
Plymouth State University 
men’s and women’s soccer 
programs have released 
the details of their summer 
Panther Soccer ID camps.

The programs will host 
their sixth annual Pan-
ther Soccer ID Camps in 
mid-July. The full-day ses-
sions run from 9:45 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Campers will run 
technical and tactical train-
ing sessions, compete in 

games, participate in a col-
legiate soccer presentation, 
and tour the campus with 
lunch in Prospect Dining 
Hall also included. Camp-
ers will receive a PSU soc-
cer t-shirt and post-camp 
access to video footage to 
create their own highlight 
videos. The boys’ ID camp 
is set for Thursday, July 16, 
with the girls’ ID camps on 
Friday, July 17. Camp fees 
are $145, with discounted 

rates for siblings.
The Panther Soccer ID 

Camps offer high school 
players aged 16 and up the 
opportunity to train and 
play games in the Plym-
outh State environment 
while gaining insight into 
the college recruitment 
process. Participants will 
also learn what it takes to 
succeed physically, emo-
tionally, technically, and 
tactically at the collegiate 

level.
Both events are run by 

head coaches Rob Wright 
and Sammy Blizzard Bo-
gardus and their coaching 
staffs and are limited to 28 
participants.

Registration links, 
waiver forms, detailed in-
formation, and camp bro-
chures can be found on 
the department website at 
athletics.plymouth.edu/
camps.

Thursday, April 9
PROSPECT MOUNTAIN

Girls’ Tennis at White 
Mountains; 4

Friday, April 10
KENNETT

Boys’ Tennis at Plym-
outh; 4

Girls’ Tennis vs. Plym-
outh; 4

Track at Belmont; 4
KINGSWOOD

Girls’ Tennis vs. Ports-
mouth; 4

Saturday, April 11
KINGSWOOD

Track at Pelham; 10
Monday, April 13

KENNETT
Baseball vs. Laconia; 4
Boys’ Tennis vs. Alvirne; 4
Girls’ Lacrosse vs. King-

swood; 4
Softball vs. Laconia; 4

KINGSWOOD
Girls’ Lacrosse at Ken-

nett; 4
Girls’ Tennis at Bow; 4
Track at Manchester 

West; 4
PROSPECT MOUNTAIN

Baseball at Belmont; 4
Boys’ Tennis vs. White 

Mountains; 4
Softball at Belmont; 4
Tuesday, April 14

PROSPECT MOUNTAIN
Girls’ Tennis vs. St. 

Thomas; 4
Wednesday, April 15

KENNETT
Baseball vs. Hol-

lis-Brookline; 4
Boys’ Lacrosse vs. Gil-

ford; 4
Boys’ Tennis vs. Ports-

mouth; 4
Girls’ Lacrosse vs. 

Keene; 4
Girls’ Tennis at Ports-

mouth; 4
KINGSWOOD

Baseball at Plymouth; 4
Boys’ Lacrosse at Tim-

berlane; 4
Girls’ Lacrosse at Tim-

berlane; 4
Girls’ Tennis at Pem-

broke; 4
Softball at Plymouth; 4

PROSPECT MOUNTAIN
Baseball vs. Kearsarge; 4
Boys’ Tennis at Gilford; 4
Softball vs. Kearsarge; 4
Thursday, April 16

KENNETT
Boys’ Lacrosse vs. Trin-

ity; 4
PROSPECT MOUNTAIN

Track at Berlin; 4
All schedules are
subject to change.

arsarge; 4
Girls’ Tennis vs. Ke-

arsarge; 4
WINNISQUAM

Track at Monadnock; 4
Wednesday, April 15

BELMONT
Baseball at Bishop Brady; 4
Girls’ Lacrosse at Gil-

ford; 4
Softball at Bishop Brady; 

4:30
GILFORD

Baseball at Mascoma; 4
Boys’ Lacrosse at Ken-

nett; 4
Boys’ Tennis vs. Pros-

pect Mountain; 4
Girls’ Lacrosse vs. Bel-

mont; 4
Softball at Mascoma; 4

WINNISQUAM
Baseball at Berlin; 4
Softball at Berlin; 4

All schedules are
subject to change.

amount of snow for a race 
like this can be a challenge, 
but it sure helps when the 
temperatures stay cool and 
natural snow continues to 
fall. I'm excited to see all 
of the racers out there come 
enjoy what we're planning 
at Gunstock. It'll be a great 
way to close out their winter 
season.”

Vintage Snow Ovals 
have been added to Sunday's 
schedule, with racing from 
1 to 4 p.m. Racers will com-
pete on a flat, snow-filled 
track, with semi-banked 
corners. Preregistration is 
mandatory, and any class 
with less than three racers 

will be eliminated from the 
program. As always, they 
can add any class that brings 
in five or more riders.

Plans are also well under 
way for another exciting 
season of sanctioned sled 
racing in New England for 
2027 and beyond. X Rac-
ing is looking at long-term 
deals with quality venues; 
evidenced by the fact that 
both Gunstock and Wheel-
er Spring MX in Maine are 
wanting multi-year plans for 
race dates.

“To do it right in any part 
of the country, you need a 
high-quality site and a three-
year period at least to build 

the event to see if it has 
long-term potential,” Dun-
can added. “You can't really 
judge it from the results of 
one year alone. It takes time 
and effort to build it up and 
get an event established.”

Gunstock is a four-sea-
son mountain resort that 
offers year-round fun and 
adventure, with skiing and 
snowboarding on 227 ski-
able acres and 49 trails. The 
Gunstock initiative started 
in 1935 when members 
of the Winnipesaukee Ski 
Club cut some cross-coun-
try trails through the Belk-
nap Mountains.

X Racing is a sanction-

ing body for snowmobile 
racing based in Elk River, 
Minn. X Racing strives to 
maintain regional race cir-
cuits in the upper Midwest 
and Northeast to keep the 
sport thriving. It operates on 
a philosophy of affordable 
racing, keeping costs to a 
minimum for families who 
love sleds.

For more information 
about historic Gunstock 
Mountain Resort, go to 
www.gunstock.com. To 
learn more about X Racing, 
please go to www.Sunday-
FundayX.com.



BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

WOLFEBORO — 
While the numbers are a 
little down this year, the 
dedication and motiva-
tion is there for the King-
swood girls’ lacrosse 
team as coach Ali Cush-
ing returns to the side-
lines for another season.

“I see great things for 
this team,” Cushing said. 
“We have some very 
dedicated players who 
are in it to win it.

“The players look 
hungry and motivated,” 
she continued. “Skills 
were not as rusty as in 
years past because play-
ers had the opportunity 
to play in a sixes league 
this winter.”

The good news for 
Cushing is that she has a 
solid stable of returning 
athletes she can lean on 
as the season gets under 
way.

For seniors Issy 
Fournier will lead in 
the midfield with great 
field vision and versa-
tility while classmate 
Addy Ingham is fast and 
furious on the field and 
will be looked at for her 
speed to help put the ball 
in the net. Kylee King is 
a selfless player who can 
play anywhere from goal 
to offense.

For juniors, Ady Arse-
nault will be leading the 
defense from the net on 
the back of the defense 
while Lainey Clarke will 
be a leader on offense 
with a good shooting 
sense. Avery Gilpatrick 
will be a key piece of the 
defense, making connec-
tions to transitions out of 
the zone with great field 
visions and Ava Waldron 
can play anywhere and 
makes great drives to the 
goal and is hungry for 
the net. 

Amongst sophomores, 
Hadley Aucoin is a 
young leader on defense 

with good field vision, 
Camella Cushing has 
great shot selection, is 
versatile with good field 
vision, Riley Lamparter 
helps everywhere on the 
field with her speed and 
versatility and Ella Par-
ent transitions well in the 
midfield and is a solid 
shooter.

The Knights have 
a couple of newcom-
ers, with Jordyn Mar-
tineau looking to help 
out in goal after leading 
the field hockey team 
in net in the fall sea-
son while ninth graders 
Maya Beaulieu and Stel-
la Friesen should chip in 
right away with their ag-
gressiveness, versatility 
and speed.

“Our team goal is to 
have a better record than 
last season, meaning that 
we are looking for a bet-
ter spot in the bracket 
come tournament time,” 
Cushing said. “As a 
team, we have set a goal 
of going non-dominant 
more often, reading the 
opponents’ offense and 
utilizing everyone as 
a team member on the 
field.”

The Knights will be 
playing a schedule that 
includes two games with 
rival Kennett and sin-
gle games with Keene, 
Alvirne, Winnacunnet, 
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Bu s i n e s s Di r e c t o r y

Heckman’s 
   Flooring

Carpet • Vinyl • Tile • Wood • Laminate
Sales • Installation

Rt. 28-2000 Centre Street • P.O. Box 430
Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896

(603) 569-6391

FLOORING FLOORING

PETS OF THE WEEK      

1305 Meredith Center Rd Laconia, NH 03246  •  (603) 524-9539

Ember is a sleek all-black beauty 
with glowing orange eyes that 
seem to shine in the dark She 
carries herself with a quiet, calm 
presence and prefers to observe 
the world before jumping in.

Of the two sisters, Ember is the 
more chilled-out one She moves 
at her own pace, taking everything 
in with steady confidence. You’ll 
often find her in cozy, dimly lit 
spots, keeping watch and minding 
her very important business

We’re still getting to know 
Ember, as she tends to keep a 
little mystery about her — but 
that just makes earning her trust 
all the more special. She would 
thrive in a patient home that 
appreciates a calm, shadowy 
companion with mesmerizing 
eyes and a gentle spirit

If you’re drawn to quiet elegance 
and midnight magic, Ember may 
just be your perfect girl.

Meet Ember!

Sports
n

Timber Wolf tennis girls 
have eyes on playoff berth

Bourdeau takes helm for Kingswood baseball

Golden Eagle track girls have eyes on Division III title

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

ALTON — With a team 
full of focused and effort, 
coach Tom Hayward is ex-
cited to see where the Pros-
pect Mountain girls’ tennis 
team can go in the new sea-
son.

“The kids have been 
outstanding, their effort and 
focus have been wonderful 
and we have seen a lot of 
improvement,” Hayward 
said. “The play of the fresh-
men and sophomores have 
been a little surprising in a 
positive way. They are way 
ahead of where I thought 
they would be at this point.”

Returning to the line-
up for the Timber Wolves 
this spring are senior 
Laney Henry in the second 
spot, sophomore Peyton 
McAneny in the third spot, 
junior Katie Jones in the 
fifth spot and sophomore 
Kaelyn Lemire in the eighth 
spot.

The team is also bol-
stered by the addition of a 
few newcomers, including 
Belgian foreign exchange 
student Lena Lemotte, who 
will start the season at the 
top of the lineup. Junior 
Maddy Howlett and ninth 

grader Amelia Gentile are 
expected to start the season 
in the top six while senior 
Maddie Miller, ninth grader 
Skye Greenwood, sopho-
more Tegan Pelham, sopho-
more Rebekah Thomas and 
ninth grader Evelyn Holmes 
round out the roster and will 
be competing for playing 
time.

“Our number one goal 
is to make the tournament 
this year,” Hayward said. “I 
have no idea if we will, but 
we definitely have the abili-
ty to do so.”

The Timber Wolves will 
play a schedule that includes 
two games each with Berlin, 
White Mountains, Lebanon 
and St. Thomas and single 
games with Gilford, Moul-
tonborough, Inter-Lakes, 
Profile, Sanborn and Trinity.

The season kicked off 
after deadline Monday, 
April 6, against Gilford and 
Wednesday, April 8, at Leb-
anon and continues today, 
April 9, at White Mountains 
and Tuesday, April 14, at 
home against St. Thomas, 
both at 4 p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

GILFORD — The Gil-
ford track and field team 
is pretty small this year, 
but first-year head coaches 
Ryan LaFrance and Sara 
Godek expect that the Gold-
en Eagles will be highly 
competitive in the new sea-
son.

“Our girls’ team will 
challenge for the Division 

III state championship title,” 
said LaFrance. “They are 
seemingly in a good posi-
tion coming off a third place 
finish at the indoor Division 
II championship.”

The girls will be led by 
Macy Sawyer, who won in-
dividual indoor titles in the 
55 meters and 300 meters 
and also qualified for the 
New Balance Indoor Na-
tionals in the 200 and the 

400 meters. 
Maria Tilley is also back 

for the Golden Eagles and 
will be looking to improve 
on her third place finish 
in the 3,200 meters at last 
year’s Division III State 
Meet and a sixth place finish 
at the Meet of Champions. 
She also won two individual 
Nordic skiing champion-
ships this winter as well.

Emily Aguiar and Grace 

Southworth return as the 
team’s hurdlers and are 
coming off great indoor sea-
sons with Aguiar fourth in 
last year’s Division III State 
Meet 300 meters and South-
worth is improved as the 
two continually challenge 
each other.

Ninth grader Pearl Mar-
vel had incredible improve-
ment during the indoor sea-
son with a season best of 17 

feet, 8.75 inches in the long 
jump, which is nearly a foot 
further than last year’s out-
door Division III champion.

“Let’s just say several 
school records are likely to 
go down,” LaFrance stat-
ed, noting the 4X400-meter 
team of Aguiar, Southworth, 
Marvel and Sawyer won the 
Division II indoor cham-
pionships and ran a season 
best at New Englands.

Amongst the boys, se-
nior Gunnar Marvel will be 
working in the throws and 
the sprints and sophomore 
John LaValley will be a 
key in the throwing events. 
Senior Landon Akerstrom 
returns in the hurdles and 
sophomore William Rein-
hardt will be a top competi-
tor in the distance events.

“Preseason practices 

have focused on building 
a strong fitness base with 
athletes embracing the tran-
sition into the new season,” 
LaFrance said. “The team 
has also benefited from 
the addition of coach Sara 
Godek, who’s experience 
as a multi-event athlete has 
already made a positive im-
pact, particularly in helping 
athletes develop strength in 
the weight room.”

The Golden Eagles will 
host one meet on May 19 
and will also compete at 
Belmont, Sanborn, Coe-
Brown, Newfound, Bel-
mont and Inter-Lakes.

The season kicks off on 
Friday, April 10, at Belmont.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

BY JOSHUA SPAULDING

Sports Editor

WOLFEBORO — The 
Kingswood baseball team 
made it all the way to the 
Final Four last year, but a 
lot of graduation losses have 
the Knights looking to plug 
a few gaps if they want to 
get back to that spot.

The Knights will also be 
led by a new coach, as Er-
ick Bourdeau steps into the 
varsity job. He served as 
the boys’ soccer coach last 
fall and is also the former 
varsity baseball coach at 
Prospect Mountain, where 
he was an All-State catcher 
for coaching legend Bubba 
Noyes.

“For a team that made 
the Final Four last year, but 
graduated a lot of seniors, 
there’s a lot of unknowns for 
this team,” Bourdeau noted. 
“Hosting a first-round game 
is always the first goal on 
the board.”

Kingswood will be led 

by returning All-State play-
ers Nate Cloos and Kolby 
Brown. Cloos will be the 
team’s starting shortstop 
and will also see time on the 
mound while Brown will be 
the team’s number one start-
ing option on the hill and 
will also play first base and 
both bring solid bats to the 

top and middle of the line-
up. Cloos is closing in on 
his 100th career hit, a signif-
icant accomplishment given 
the number of games on the 
schedule each year.

Bourdeau also has a 
number of players coming 
back to the diamond who 
will be playing expanded 

roles in the new season, 
with Tavin Herget, Brendan 
MacPhee, Brady Moulton 
and Nolan Chominski all 
expected to play larger roles 
as they take the field this 
spring.

The roster is rounded 
out by Colby Hewitt, Aaren 
Swain-Derosiier, Bryan Pu-
rington, Zach Speigner and 
Mason Beaulieu.

The Knights will play 
a schedule that includes 
two games each with rivals 
Plymouth, Kennett and 
Laconia and single games 
with Pelham, John Stark, 
Souhegan, Oyster River, 
Merrimack Valley, Sanborn, 
Coe-Brown, St. Thomas 
and Bow.

The season officially 
kicks off on Wednesday, 
April 15, at Plymouth at 4 
p.m.

Sports Editor Joshua 
Spaulding can be reached 
at 279-4516, ext. 155 or 
josh@salmonpress.news.

JOSHUA SPAULDING

Kolby Brown and Nate Cloos will be leading the way for the 
Kingswood baseball team this spring.

Knight lax girls dedicated and motivated
Oyster River, Timber-
lane, Spaulding, Merri-
mack, Merrimack Valley, 
Manchester Memorial, 
Hollis-Brookline, Ha-
nover and Goffstown.

The season kicks off 
on Monday, April 13, at 
Kennett and continues 
on Wednesday, April 15, 
at home against Timber-
lane, both at 4 p.m.

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.

JOSHUA SPAULDING

Kylee King and Ava Waldron will be key pieces to the puzzle 
for the Kingswood girls’ lacrosse team this spring.



letes. The athletes noted 
that the previous Mon-
day was the first time 
they had gotten outside 
on the track.

“It’s going good, 
we haven’t really tak-
en a break since indoor 
track,” said junior Lexi 
Baker. “We kind of just 
kept going.”

“We (boys’ team) 
want to send as many to 
Division II champion-
ships as we can and then 
some top performers on 
to the Meet of Champi-
ons,” said senior Evan 
Thurston. “We’ve got a 

great chance to send a 
few people to New En-
glands.”

“It’s going to be tricky 
(to reach the goals) with 
so many people, but we 
have a great coaching 
staff that’s working to 
focus on individualized 
training, which is help-
ing,” said senior Grady 
Steele.

“We want to work on 
pushing ourselves to do 
our best, each day get-
ting better and pushing 
forward as a group,” said 
junior Saige Griffin. “A 
few to New Englands is 
a great goal for us too.”

Next up, was the 

girls’ tennis team, with 
senior captain Anya Pol-
lini taking the podium 
for coach Jillian Law-
lor’s squad. She noted 
the team has been work-
ing at the Gilford Hills 
indoor courts, working 
on drills and condi-
tioning and getting the 
younger players situated 
in hopes of getting out 
on the courts ahead of 
the start of the season.

“We want to make 
sure the younger girls 
have the same drive to 
improve and come to-
gether as a team,” Polli-
ni noted.

Coach Ali Cushing’s 

girls’ lacrosse team was 
up next, with senior 
Kylee King and junior 
Ava Waldron taking the 
podium

“Being positive is 
a bit thing for us and 
pushing through to the 
end,” King said. “Defi-
nitely playoffs, that’s 
the goal and at least the 
second round again.”

“Putting all our ef-
forts in at practice and 
coming together as a 
team,” Waldron said 
about the way she felt 
the team could reach the 
goals that her teammate 
put out there.

The Division II de-

fending champion King-
swood softball team was 
up next with captains 
Anna Johnson, Caelynn 
Blattenberger, Maken-
zie Boisvert and Lily 
Scott along with senior 
Zoe Scripture and senior 
manager Joy Peterson 
taking the podium.

“Just doing more 
team bonding and grow-
ing as a team,” Johnson 
said about the way she 
thinks the team can get 
back to the champion-
ship for the third time in 
four years.

“I think as a team if 
we work together we 
can be where we were 

last year and maybe 
even better,” Blatten-
berger added.

“There’s always room 
for improvement,” Bois-
vert noted. “We’re going 
to set goals and make 
sure we reaching those 
goals by working hard 
and no off days.”

“It’s been going pret-
ty well,” Scott said. “We 
have a lot of potential, 
we push each other and 
we’re all super support-
ive of each other.”

“We’re really strong 
and our friendship really 
backs that up,” Scripture 
said, while Peterson not-
ed that her friendships 
amongst her teammates 
was her favorite thing 
about the group as a 
whole.

The Kingswood 
baseball team was up 
next for coach Erick 
Bourdeau, with seniors 
Kolby Brown and Nate 
Cloos coming to the po-
dium.

“We had a bit of a 
shakeup (Bourdeau took 
over right before the of-
ficial start of preseason), 
but Erick has been awe-
some and we’ve been put-
ting in the work,” Brown 
stated. “He’s pushing us 
hard and is doing good 
things for us.”

“We’re going to work 
hard from the start and 
see what the outcome 
is,” said Cloos. “We 
have a lot of seniors and 
it’s a good chance for 
us to come together one 
last time, it’s going to be 
a fun season.”

Ryker Booth, the se-
nior captain for coach 
Mike Manning’s boys’ 
lacrosse team, was un-
able to make media night, 
but took time to answer 
questions by e-mail about 
his squad’s goals moving 
into the season.

“Looking back to last 
season, we didn’t ac-
complish enough to get 
to where we believed 
we could go. We felt 
like we were a strong, 
competitive team that 
could sneak into play-
offs and compete with 
any given team, and we 
still feel like that this 
year,” Booth said. “We 
return with a great core, 
only graduating three 
big names last year and 
we have the depth to fill 
those roles in seamless-
ly.

“We’re looking to 
make it back to the play-
offs, taking each game 
one at a time, and that 
starts with our presea-
son and jamborees,” he 
continued. “Don’t be 
surprised when we’re in 
at the end of the season, 
we’re coming.”

Sports Editor Josh-
ua Spaulding can be 
reached at 279-4516, 
ext. 155 or josh@sal-
monpress.news.
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Equal Housing
Opportunity

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to

The Federal Fair Housing Law
which makes it illegal

to make, print, or published any 
notice, statement, or advertisement, 

with respect to the sale, or 
rental of a dwelling that indicates 

any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sec, handicap, 

familial status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation 

or discrimination.
(The Fair Housing Act of 1968 

at 42 U,S,C, 3604(c))
This paper will not knowingly 

accept any adverting which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers 

are hereby informed, that all 
dwellings advertised in this 

newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 

To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll free at

1-800-669-9777
For The Washington DC area, 
please call HUD at 275-9200.
The toll free telephone number 

for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
You may also call

The New Hampshire 
Commission for Human Rights

at 603-271-2767
or write

The Commission at
163 Loudon Road,

Concord, NH 03301
Neither the Publisher nor the

advertiser will be liable for 
misinformation, typographically 
errors, etc. hereincontained. The 

Publisher reserves the right to 
refuse any advertising.

Belmont Village Apts, 
Belmont, NH

AVAILABLE SOON!
Now accepting Applications:

Subsidized two bedroom 
town house style apartment.

POn-site laundry
Pparking
P24-hr maintenance
Pclose to center of town
PNo Pets
P NO SMOKING.

Must meet income
limit guidelines;

rent starting at $$11,,221100..0000,,
plus utilities;

security deposit required. 
Download application at 

https://www.sterling-manage 
ment.net

or call office at 603 267 6787

Rt. 3, Tilton NH, exit 20 on Rt. I-93 across from Lakes Region Factory Mall

WE HAVE DELIVERED OVER 10,000 HOMES TO SATISFIED CUSTOMERS. CAN WE DELIVER ONE TO YOU?

ALWAYS DAILY SATURDAYS SUNDAYSOPEN 10 TO 6 & 10 TO 5•

Camelot Home CenterCamelot Home Center

NEW 14' WIDES

68' 2 Bed, 2 Bath

�������������������

��������
66' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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Visit Our Website: WWW.CM-H.COMWWW.CM-H.COM

MODULARS

2 Bed, 1 Bath
1,568sq ft. 2 story.

3 Bed, 2.5 Bath.

���������
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DOUBLE WIDES

56' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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Homes From ,

, &

COLONY

MARLETTE NEW ERA TITAN48' 3 Bed, 2 Bath
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���������

285 Daniel Webster Highway
(603) 677-7007 • www.MeredithLanding.com

MEREDITH: Vacant Land!
Private 4.38+/- acre building lot abutting the 
Association’s recreational lot for added privacy. 
Great location on a loop road to minimize through 
traffic. Just minutes to downtown Meredith and 
Weirs beach! Bring your plans!
$239,000 (5068525)

TAMWORTH:
Great Price - Motivated Seller!
1820s Antique Cape & large barn on .96 acres 
with 300’ on the banks of the Bearcamp River. 
Featuring 3BR/1.5 BTHs, a deck facing the river, 
and no Zoning in Tamworth offering commercial 
possibilities! $399,000 (5074429)

MLS# 5065376MLS# 5065376
Laconia: Located in the sought-
after gated community of Long 
Bay on Lake Winnipesaukee, this 
4-bedroom home features a bright 
main living area with new quartz 
countertops and a gas fireplace.

Moultonborough: This well-
maintained 3-bedroom home in a 
low-tax area offers deeded access 
to over 300 feet of shared sandy 
beach on Lake Winnipesaukee. 
The open floor plan includes a 
walk-out lower level.

Meredith: Situated in a prestigious 
gated community, this expansive 
7-bedroom home offers 
breathtaking panoramic views of 
Winnipesaukee and the mountains. 
Residents enjoy access to a private 
beach, clubhouse & more!

New Durham: This well-cared-
for seasonal home features 
113.74' of prime shorefront on 
crystal clear Merrymeeting Lake. 
The 3-bedroom, fully furnished 
residence includes an updated 
kitchen, wood floors, and a 
gorgeous sunroom with mountain 
views. 

$1,900,000$1,900,000

MLS#  5081295MLS#  5081295

$929,000$929,000

11,000 Success Stories Strong. Start Yours Today!
When it comes to the New Hampshire market, experience is the difference. Roche Realty Group 
has closed over 11,000 transactions and $3.4 Billion in sales earning the title of "#1 BEST Real 

Estate Company in NH's Lakes Region" six years in a row

Search New Hampshire properties at www.rocherealty.com

* Statistics obtained from PrimeMLS since 1997 for all 
real estate firms reporting sales in the entire state of NH 

during that time.

MLS# 5076230  MLS# 5076230  

$675,000$675,000

MLS#  5081483MLS#  5081483

Find us @rocherealty

$949,000$949,000

97 Daniel Webster Highway
Meredith, New Hampshire 

Call us at:
(603) 279-7046

REAL ESTATE

MEDIA NIGHT
(continued from Page A1)

Town	 Address	 Type	 Price	 Seller 	 Buyer
Alton	 102 Loon Cove Rd.	 Single-Family Residence	 $3,289,533	 Breda Fiscal Trust and David A. Breda	 Idlewild 2 0 LLC
Barnstead	 N/A	 N/A	 $280,000	 Diana Tate-Arrington Estate and Peter Minkow	 James S. Tate
Gilford	 164 Edgewater Dr.	 Single-Family Residence	 $6,650,000	 Angel T. and Amanda Mahoney	 Vmisata Trust and Vlad Y. Barbalat
Gilford	 2393 Lake Shore Rd.	 Condominium	 $410,000	 Mariyn K. Marchant Trust and Jean Marchant	 Lloyd Edwin and Deborah Ellen Walker
Gilford	 Stark Street	 N/A	 $200,000	 M.G. Wilcox Supplemental Need and Jennifer Douzanis	 Christopher Konikowski
Gilford	 N/A	 N/A	 $70,000	 David W. Keough Estate and Timothy Keough	 Dawn Anne Bell
Gilmanton	 56 North Rd.	 Single-Family Residence	 $440,000	 Joshua J., Sr. and Trisha A. Ellis	 Robert and Melody Pritchard
Gilmanton	 N/A	 N/A	 $425,000	 Joseph F. III and Alex Michael Mealey	 Brianna Beaumont and Ryan Jacobson
New Durham	 152 Kings Highway	 Single-Family Residence	 $350,000	 Patti Liamos	 David and Lisa Keslar

The Real ReportThe Real ReportThe Real Report
RECENT REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

ABOUT THE REAL REPORT
Here are recent real estate transactions in Alton and the surrounding areas. These sales summaries are informational only, not a legal record. Names shown are usually the first listed in the deed. 

Sales might involve additional parties or locations. Prices are usually based on tax stamps and might be inaccurate for public agency sales. Refer to actual public documents before forming opin-
ions or relying on this information. Additional publicly recorded information on these sales, prior sales and data from Department of Revenue Administration forms is available at www.real-data.
com or 669-3822. Copyright 2011. Real Data Corp. In the column “Type”: land= land only; L/B= land and building; MH= mobile home; and COND=condominium. Transactions provided by 
The Warren Group, Boston Ma., publishers of The Registry Review and Bankers and Tradesman newspapers, Phone: 1-800-356-8805. Website: www.thewarrengroup.com



ALTON — In an effort 
to address questions re-
garding a townwide prop-
erty revaluation currently 
underway, the Assessing 
office for the town of Alton 
has issued a Revaluation 
FAQ fact sheet.

What is a revaluation?
A Revaluation is the 

comprehensive process 
of aligning property val-
ues in a municipality with 
market value as of a given 
date. A revaluation utiliz-
es appraisal techniques to 
analyze data from existing 
real estate sales to arrive 
at standardized land and 
building base rates that, 
when applied properly, de-
termine a reasonable pre-
diction of the most likely 
sale price for properties 
as of the appraisal date. In 
New Hampshire, that date 
is April 1 of the revaluation 
year by law.

Why is a revaluation 
performed?

The New Hampshire 
Constitution and laws man-
date that all municipalities 
bring their assessments to 
market value at most every 
five years. It is important 
to remember that the real 
estate market is rarely sta-
ble, or unchanging, and 
that changes in the real es-
tate market over time have 
compounding consequenc-
es to the collective “fair 
share.” Because all prop-
erties do not appreciate or 
depreciate at the same rate, 
it becomes very important 
to adjust assessments for 
each segment of the mar-
ket. This can be

visualized as leveling a 
see-saw: ideally all prop-
erties will be assessed at 
their fair market value 
(a level see saw) and all 
property will be contrib-
uting its fair share of tax-
es. Alton last revalued in 
2021.

How do I make sense of 
my new assessment?
Your assessment is only 

meaningful in how it re-
lates to other assessments. 
By itself, your assessment 
is just a number. It is of-
ten shocking to property 
owners when they see their 
new assessments. If you 
were not following the real 
estate market or buying/
selling property, you may 
be unaware of changes in 
the value of your property. 
Please do not apply the pre-
vious year’s tax rate to your 
new assessment! While we 
cannot say exactly what the 
new tax rate will be, there 
are many variables, we can 
say that the new tax rate 
will not be the same as the 
previous year. Some math 
is necessary to explain 
this: the tax rate is deter-
mined by calculating the 
dollars to be raised by tax-
es (Town+County+School 
budgets) and dividing that 
by the sum of all taxable 
assessments. As a result, 
if the budget remains un-
changed and the value of 
the town increases, the re-
sulting rate will be lower.

What are
the components

of an assessment?
Assessments are a val-

ue appraisal of land and 
improvements on a given 
property. For a residen-
tially developed property, 
the property record card 
will include a value for 
the home, a value for any 
given features (garages, 
pools, docks, sheds, etc.) 
and a value for the land. 
Building and feature val-
ues are determined by base 
rates (generally dollars per 

square foot or unit price 
per item). Land is valued as 
a site value (minimum lot 
size in the zoning district) 
plus residual (any acreage 
above the minimum site 
size).

The reason for valuing 
land this way is that the 
Alton Zoning Ordinance 
prescribes that any single 
property may only have 
one dwelling. So regard-
less of the amount of land 
you own, you may only 
build one house. There-
fore, any land in excess of 
the amount necessary to 
create a building lot is far 
less valuable, and adds less 
to the assessment.5. 6. 7. 

How do I know if my 
new assessment

is accurate?
An assessment is de-

termined using appraisal 
techniques (Mass Apprais-
al). It is not a direct ap-
praisal of your property. 
The very best way to know 
your property’s value at 
any given time is to have 
it professionally appraised. 
A comparative analysis of 
similar properties is a good 
approach: look at your 
neighbors’ assessments, 
and compare them with 
your own. A list of assess-
ments is provided on the 
town Web site at www.al-
ton.nh.gov.

Do I need to have an 
informal hearing?

If you have questions 
about your assessment, or 
feel that you can provide 
information to the assessor 
as to why your assessment 
is not accurate, you should 
make an appointment to 
have an informal hearing. 

The assessing office wish-
es to ensure the equity and 
uniformity of all assess-
ments, and wishes to work 
together with you to ensure 
that your assessment is fair. 
Please be prepared for your 
appointment, whether in 
person or by phone, with 
any information you have 
to demonstrate your prop-
erty value. Please note that 
the office staff assigned 
to assist you are not able 
to answer questions about 
assessments, and are try-
ing to help you. They un-
derstand that you may be 
frustrated or confused, but 
please try to maintain civil-
ity with the person trying 
to assist you, as they will 
with you. Please do not call 
other town departments if 
it is difficult to reach the 
assessing office during 
the scheduling process. 
We will have many calls 
coming to our office, and 
can only work with one at 
a time. If you do not get a 
direct answer to your call, 
please leave a message, 
we will return your call as 
promptly as possible, and 
we thank you in advance 
for your patience.

What do I do if I still 
disagree with

my assessment?
Any property owner 

who disagrees with their 
assessment has the right 
to apply for an abatement 
on or before March 1 fol-
lowing the final tax bill. 
While we strive to make 
corrections to property val-
ues where there is evidence 
that we need to, we do not 
always agree that a reduc-
tion needs to be made. 
Please understand that the 
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Full-Time Installers Apprentice
Energysavers Inc, a 50 year old hearth & spa product 
retailer in the Lakes Region, is looking for a motivated
individual that wants to learn the trade of installing 
hearth products. You must be comfortable working on 
roofs when necessary and able to work with an installer to 
move heavy items. Energysavers pays for all educational costs to 
get and maintain NFI wood, gas and pellet certifications 
as well as a NH gas fitters license for gas hearth installations 
and service. Starting pay, $18-$20 hour based on experience.

LEARN WHILE YOU EARN!
No prior experience required. Must have a valid driver’s 

license and pass the pre-employment drug screening.
Stop in to fill out an application:

ENERGYSAVERS INC.
163 Daniel Webster Hwy., Meredith NH   

Handy Dad
fixes things.

Leave a
message
and play

telephone tag.

Gunnar 
269-3616

FIX IT!

PROSPECT MOUNTAIN HIGH SCHOOL
Varsity Head Football Coach

Prospect Mountain High School is launching its first-ever varsity football program 
and is looking for a passionate, motivated, and dedicated leader as the 
inaugural Varsity Head Football Coach. This is an opportunity to build a 
program from the ground up, shape its culture, and mentor student-athletes 
both on and off the field.
As the first head coach in school history, you will lead and develop athletes 
while establishing a legacy of teamwork, pride, and excellence.

Expectations:
Lead and organize daily practices and game preparation
Create a positive, inclusive, and educational team environment
Collaborate closely with assistant coaches and the athletic department
Uphold school, district, and NHIAA standards while shaping a strong program culture
Set the foundation for a football program that will impact generations of athletes

What we are looking for:
Passionate about coaching and student-athlete development
Motivated to build something new and meaningful
Experienced in playing/coaching football and building a program
Committed to fostering growth, teamwork, and pride in every athlete

This is more than a coaching position; it's a chance to make history at Prospect 
Mountain. Lead the first team, create traditions, and leave your mark.

Please submit your application, cover letter, resume, and three current letters 
of recommendation
https://www.pmsau.org/o/pmsau/page/employment-district-wide

GREEN 
FIREWOOD 

$325 PER CORD
DRY 

FIREWOOD 
$400 PER CORD

Green firewood 
discounts available
on 4 cords or more.

Call Emery at  
E.G Roberts

hay, firewood,
Excavation

603-733-6003
NOTICE TO ALTON RESIDENTS

ALTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK VACANCY

Alton residents who would like to be considered to fill 
a vacancy as the Alton School District Clerk until the 
next election in March, 2027 should submit a letter 
of interest no later than Friday, April 24, 2026, to the 
School Board Chair, Alton School District, SAU 72, 
252 Suncook Valley Road, Alton, NH 03809. Mark the 
outside of the envelope “School District Clerk”. The 
School Board will address the vacancy at their next 
regularly scheduled meeting.

HR & Finance Assistant
Carroll County has an immediate opening for an HR & Finance 
Assistant. Responsibilities include but are not limited to: 
preparing and processing paperwork associated with 
benefit enrollments, changes, and termination, maintaining 
employee records, processing pre-employment background 
checks, coordinating onboarding, assisting with resolution 
of benefit issues, communicating benefit information to 
employees, answering general benefit questions, acting as 
payroll backup, serving as point of contact for Right-To-Know 
requests, assisting in the preparation of meeting packets, 
agendas, correspondence, and mailings, and filing.

An Associate Degree in Human Resources, Business 
Administration, or other related field, and 1-3 years directly 
applicable experience in Human Resources and payroll are 
required. Experience with UKG a plus.

Excellent salaries, and generous benefits including a medical, 
dental, and vision package with employer cost share, pension 
plan, 457 tax-advantaged retirement savings plan, Flexible 
Spending Accounts, Earned Time/Paid Time Off, short-term 
disability, and more.

Carroll County Human Resources
95 Water Village Road

Ossipee, NH 03864
Secure Fax (603) 539-9297

Apply online at: http://www.carrollcountynh.gov
EOE

General 
Services

Help Wanted

Town of Alton answers frequently
asked revaluation questions

assessing office has the 
obligation to maintain fair 
and proportional assess-
ments, and we take that re-
sponsibility very seriously. 
Once we have determined 
the base land and building 
rates, they apply equally to 
all properties. We cannot 
change individual property 
values without a reason. If 
your

property has a prob-
lem that we are not 
aware of, or has a mis-
calculation or error, we 
will fix it. If you sim-
ply feel that the proper-
ty value is “too high”, 
without evidence of why, 
we cannot change it if 
the same methodology 
applies to similar prop-
erties. Again, if you feel 
that the assessment is 
disproportionally high, 

and your issue was not 
addressed through the in-
formal hearing process, 
you should file for abate-
ment with the assessing 
office by March 1.

As always, the assess-
ing office is open Mon-
day – Thursday 7:00 am 
to 5:30 pm. We understand 
that there will be more in-
terest in assessment proce-
dure and process during a 
revaluation, however we 
remain present to work 
with you any time of the 
year. Our goal is to main-
tain fair and proportional 
assessments, and wish to 
work with you to help you 
understand the process and 
resulting assessment in 
a friendly and courteous 
manner, and politely ask 
for the same respect in re-
turn.

Alton Garden Club 
meets April 21

ALTON — Alton Gar-
den Club is pleased to 
welcome spring with our 
first meeting of the sea-
son. On Tuesday, April 
21, member Lisa Hynes 
will present “Lean Into 
Edible Gardening: Baby 
Steps Into Growing Your 
Own Food.” 

Hynes is a certified 
Kitchen Garden Coach 
who has been gardening 
for more than 25 years, 
both personally and pro-
fessionally. She now fo-
cuses on edible garden-
ing, helping others grow 
productive and nour-
ishing kitchen gardens 

with raised beds and 
containers. She special-
izes in kitchen and herb 
gardens, native polli-
nator gardens, seasonal 
growing and intensive 
planting using Gardena-
ry methods.

The April meeting 
will be held at Gilman 
Library with the pre-
sentation starting at 
1:30 p.m. If you are a 
non-member interested 
in this topic, we wel-
come you to join us as a 
guest. Call Peggy McK-
inney at 603-776-6032 
if you have questions.
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Will, Trust or Nothing? 
What Difference does it 
make if I Own a Home?
Many of our clients put off creating an estate plan because 
they don’t understand their options and ……..it is easier to do 
nothing.  The truth is that the options are not that complicated, 
once a competent estate planning attorney takes the time to 
explain them to you.  

Here is quick summary of what will happen if you die, intestate 
(without a will or trust), with a will, and with a revocable living 
trust. For this example, we are assuming you have two children, 
but no spouse:

INTESTATE:
If you die intestate, your accounts and property will go 
through probate and all the world will know what you owned, 
what you owed, and who got what. Your mortgage company, 
car loan company, and credit card companies will all seek 
payment on balances you owed at the time of your death.  

Keep in mind that since your death has been published to 
alert valid creditors, it is not uncommon for predators (fake 
creditors) to come forth and make demands for payment – 
even if they are not owed anything.  

After that, state law will 
decide who gets what and 
when.  

 � For example, if your 
only heirs are your 
two children and you 
have not provided any 
instructions, state law 
will mandate divvying 
up proceeds equally.  

 � Your older child 
will get their share 
immediately if they have reached the age of 18. 

 � The court will appoint a guardian to manage the money 
for your minor child until that child turns 18. After that, 
your child will have full control of their money.

 � Your child’s guardian can charge quite a bit for their 
services and may be a total stranger.  

 � If you die without a valid will, the court, not you, will 
decide who raises your minor child.

The bottom line? Dying intestate allows state law and the 
court to make all the decisions on your behalf – regardless of 
what your intent might have been. Publicity is guaranteed.

WILL:
If you die with a valid will, your accounts and property will 
still go through the probate process. However, after creditors 
have been paid, the remaining accounts and property will go 
to whom you have named in your will.  

 � So, if you want to leave money to your children and 
name a guardian for the minor, the court will usually 
abide by your wishes. This is likely to take a year or 
more and will be 
very costly for 
your loved ones  

 � The same holds 
true if you 
specified that 
you wanted to 
give money to a 
charity, your Aunt 
Betty, or your neighbor.  

 � Keep in mind that predatory creditors are still an issue as 
your death has been publicized. Even with a will, probate 
is still a public process.

The bottom line? While a court oversees the process, having 
a will allows you to tell the court exactly how you want your 
affairs to be handled but, a public probate is still guaranteed.

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST:
If you have created such a trust, you have taken control of 
your estate plan and your accounts and property. Accounts 
and property owned by the trust are not subject to the probate 
process and one of the most important benefits of a trust 
is that the details and process of transferring accounts and 
property to the intended individuals is private. 

In the trust, you will have named a trusted individual (trustee) 
to manage your affairs with specific instructions on how your 
accounts and property should be dispersed and when.  

 � One word of caution – a trust must be properly funded in 
order to bypass probate.  

 � Funding means that ownership of your bank accounts 
and real estate (including your home) has been changed 
from your name individually to the name of your trust. 

You do still need a will (pour-over will) to get any accounts 
or property inadvertently or intentionally left out of your trust 
into the name of the trust. You will also still need a will to 
name guardians for a minor child.

A trust allows you to maintain control of your real estate and 
other investments (in life and in death) through your chosen 
trustee without court interference and delay. It also  allows 
you to leave specific instructions of how your children’s 
money / property is to be managed.

572 Tenney Mountain Hwy, Plymouth, NH 03264

oralaw@gmail.com           www.nhlawyer.net

A HOME IS MORE THAN AN INVESTMENT
A simple will may no longer be enough.

I have been practicing law since 1985, after graduating from Vermont Law School. Before starting 
my legal career, I earned a Master’s Degree in counseling from SUNY, Plattsburgh, and completed 
my undergraduate studies in education at Temple University in Philadelphia. Before entering the 
legal field, I worked as an inner-city high schoolteacher and ran a cactus business, selling plants as 
a street vendor in downtown Philadelphia. My legal career began in Saranac Lake and Lake Placid, 
New York, where I practiced law until 2002. In that year, I passed the New Hampshire Bar and 
relocated to New Hampshire to continue my practice. I am an active member of the New Hampshire 
Bar Association. Over the years, 1 have served as President of the Grafton County Bar Association 
and as Chair of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Section. I also served on the New Hampshire Bar 
Association Board of Governors for 2 terms. Currently, I am a member of the New Hampshire Bar 
Legislative Committee and a Fellow of the New Hampshire Bar Foundation. 

1 also hosted a weekly radio show called “Family Law Talk Radio,” which featured professionals with 
expertise in various related subjects. In recent years, I have focused my practice on Estate Planning 
and administration. This includes drafting wills and trusts, as well as probate and trust administration. 

Our attorneys at Schwartzberg Law also may be able to assist in protecting 
your assets or the inherited or gifted assets you provide for your children 

from creditors or divorce. Also, sophisticated estate planning can limit your 
exposure to government taxation and help protect your children.

ESTATE PLANNING WILLS AND TRUSTS • LEGACY PLANNING

572 Tenney Mountain Hwy, Plymouth, NH 03264

oralaw@gmail.com           www.nhlawyer.net

Bill Hayes the original handyman
45 years experience

Interior and exterior remodeling
Always the best prices and the best 

workmanship for your hard earned money.

603-842-0665

HAYESHAYESHAYES
Maintenance and Repair

One callOne call
does it all.does it all.

• Free estimates
• Painting interior 
  and exterior

• Replacement doors 
   and windows
• Deck replacement 

   and repair
• Bathroom remodels
• Vinyl siding and more.

FCC Wolfeboro contributes to Harriman Hill III

W O L F E B O R O 
— Members of the 
First Congregational 
Church, UCC of Wolfe-
boro, 115 S. Main St., 
voted recently to share 
a portion of pledged 
benevolence funds to 
Lakes Region Com-
munity Developers 
(LRCD) to help toward 
the purchase of appli-
ances for new apart-
ments in the Harriman 
Hill Phase III work-
force housing develop-
ment currently under 

construction on Beck 
Drive in Wolfeboro.

“It is a privilege and 
an honor to pass along 
our commitments and 
gifts to LRCD to help 
finish Harriman Hill 
III,” said Pastor Dawn 
Adams. “We are happy 
to welcome new neigh-
bors to the communi-
ty in this way, and we 
pray that other people 
in the area will join 
us in helping to create 
new homes for people 
who need them.”

LRCD and Eastern 
Lakes Region Housing 
Coalition (ELRHC) 
are working togeth-
er to raise $57,000 by 
June 30 to purchase all 
the appliances for the 
thirty upcoming apart-
ments at Harriman Hill 
Phase III in Wolfeboro. 
To date, $35,980 has 
been raised.

Members of the 
community who wish 
to support the project 
may do so in a variety 
of ways, including con-

Courtesy

Members of the First Congregational Church UCC of Wolfeboro on a visit to the Harriman 
Hill Phase III site. Faith in Action (FIA) committee member Joyce Chandler Smith, Carmen 
Lorentz of LRCD, FIA member Bruce McCracken; Pastor Dawn Adams: and FIA member 
Elissa Paquette.

tacting Carmen Lorentz 
at (603) 524-0747, 
ext. 110 to arrange a 
matching challenge 
for LRCD’s upcoming 
NH Gives fundraiser 
June 9 & 10; making a 
contribution online at 
LRCommuni tyDevel-
opers.org; or mailing a 
contribution to Eastern 
Lakes Region Hous-
ing Coalition, PO Box 
2113, Wolfeboro NH 
03894.

LRCD and ELRHC 
launched the $57,000 
campaign in December, 
offering a variety of 
giving levels. A dona-
tion of $1,900 will pur-
chase all the appliances 
needed for one apart-
ment; $800 will buy a 
range and range hood; 
$600 will purchase a 
refrigerator; $500 will 
buy a through-the-wall 
air conditioner; and 
any donation under 
$500 will be applied to 
the overall campaign.

SALMONPRESS.COMSALMONPRESS.COM

Courtesy

On Wednesday, March 18, the Wolfeboro Lions Operation Kid Sight team traveled to 
Barnstead Elementary school where they screened 333 children for vision health. Pictured from 
left are Lion Eloise Adams, OKS coordinator John Adams, Lion Sharon Waid and school nurse 
Martha Rasbridge. Next screening will be at Kingswood Middle School on April 17.
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