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LEICESTER —  To cap 
off their break on a high note, 
six students from Leicester 
High School and one stu-
dent from David Prouty 
High School traveled to 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst for an immersive 
musical experience.

While on campus, the stu-
dents rehearsed three chal-
lenging works, including 
a piece by guest composer 
Michele Fernández, whom 
they had the unique oppor-
tunity to meet and work with 

directly. Participants were 
divided into three ensembles 
led by UMass faculty mem-
bers Dr. Matthew Westgate, 
Dr. Lindsey Bronnekant, 
and Dr. Daniel Albert, each 
providing expert instruction 
and mentorship throughout 
the experience.

In addition to rehearsals, 
students attended perfor-
mances by UMass ensem-
bles and heard from current 
university musicians about 
postgraduate study oppor-
tunities, gaining valuable 

insight into the next steps in 
their musical journeys. 

Ms. Alexis Phillips, music 
director at Leicester High 
School, expressed her pride 
in the students’ accomplish-
ments. 

“I am always so proud of 
these students. They contin-
ue to go above and beyond,” 
she said. “In our small com-
munities, it is very com-
mon that these students will 
never hear a full band until 
this moment. It was amaz-
ing to see them all on stage.” 

Junior, Jacob Beaulac 
shared his sentiment, “It was 
such an honor to be part 
of this experience. I was 
able to meet new people and 
learn so many new skills on 
my instrument. Dr. Westgate 
was an amazing teacher, and 
getting to be part of this 
experience was an incredi-

ble opportunity.”
“It was an amazing time 

getting to be apart of the 
honor band for the third year 
in a row! It was my first time 
working with Dr  Westgate, 
and I thought that he was 
an amazing individual with 
how he brought the band 
if 150 students together 

with such a short amount of 
time,” Says senior Dakota 
Zinkevich  

For these young musi-
cians, the trip was more than 
just a workshop — it was an 
inspiring glimpse into the 
possibilities that lie ahead. 

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

BROOKFIELD —  The 
Brookfield Library Trustees 
are seeking the removal of 
a tree on the property of the 
town’s Library Annex that 
they say will allow for the 
addition of handicap park-
ing to make the building 
ADA compliant.

The request came forward 
from Trustees President 
Shelby Hill who explained 
the pending removal is 
part of a larger effort by 
the library to enhance the 
access and usability of the 
Annex at 18 Common St. 
The Select Board eventu-
ally approved moving for-
ward with the process and 
scheduled a public hearing 

for the removal for April 2.
Hill said that the Library 

Trustees have put plen-
ty of work into exploring 
ADA compliance for the 
Annex, and the removal 
of the tree is an important 
step to adding new parking 
for that purpose. The tree 
is described as a Norway 
Maple and would be cleared 
to install a 16’ X 16’ park-
ing area for ADA accessi-
ble parking for the Wood 
Room and meeting room as 
well as program space in the 
Annex barn and its removal 
is considered essential to 
reaching the ADA compli-
ance standard.

“The tree has been there 
for a long time, but the only 
way we’re going to be able 
to use this building is if we 

put in the handicap parking 
spot,” explained Hill.

The Select Board debat-
ed how to move forward, 
deciding to give their bless-
ing on proceeding with the 
process while scheduling 
the April 2 meeting with a 
pole hearing for the removal 
which has officially been 
posted on the town’s Web 
site. While the trustees man-
age the Annex building, the 
Select Board has the author-
ity over the property around 
the building including the 
removal of the tree.

Select Board member 
Richard Chaffee recused 
himself from the discussion 
as he volunteered to help 
remove the tree. It was rec-
ommended that due to the 

LEICESTER —  A 
new partnership between 
Leicester High School and 
both the Leicester Public 
Library and Auburn Public 
Library is creating mean-
ingful, hands-on learn-
ing opportunities for stu-
dents in the school’s Early 
Education and Care (EEC) 
Chapter 74 technical pro-
gram, while also enriching 
programming for local fam-
ilies.

The collaboration began 
at the start of the school 
year when Career Technical 

Vocational Program 
Director William “Billy” 
May met with EEC teacher 
Nina Ryan and Vocational 
Monitor Avianna Bongovio 
to outline goals for the year. 
Together, the trio focused 
on expanding real-world 
learning opportunities 
for students preparing for 
careers in early childhood 
education.

One of their first accom-
plishments in the Fall was 
the creation of a child lab 
adjacent to the main EEC 
classroom at Leicester 

High School. The lab was 
thoughtfully outfitted with 
age-appropriate materi-
als designed to simulate 
learning environments for 
children from preschool 
through second grade. From 
literacy and imaginative 
play materials to hands-on 
manipulatives, the space 
allows high school students 
to practice lesson planning, 
classroom setup, and child 
engagement strategies in a 
realistic setting.

The lab materials and 

Leicester and David Prouty students shine Leicester and David Prouty students shine 
as part of UMass Honor Bandas part of UMass Honor Band

Courtesy

Left to right: Russell Baker, Gr. 10; Trevor Moorghen, Gr. 10; Ryan Sweeney, Gr. 10; Dakota Zinkevich, Gr. 12; James Hanlan, Gr. 12; Jacob Beaulac, Gr. 11; and Jaedyn Perry, Gr. 9.

Brookfield Library Trustees to 
seek tree removal for ADA parking

BY JASON BLEAU 
CORRESPONDENT

SPENCER —  The 
Spencer Fire Department 
is investigating the cause 
of a tragic structure fire 
on May Street that caused 
seven injuries, including 
occupants and a firefighter, 
and took the lives of several 
animals inside.

According to details 
released on the Spencer 
Fire & Emergency Services 
social media pages, crews 
responded to a report of a 
structure fire on May Street 
on Monday, Feb. 23 in the 
middle of a historic blizzard 
that stuck the tri-state area. 
When they arrived on site, 
they found a large home 
fully involved. Firefighters 
from several towns helped 
attack the fire, resulting in 
at least one firefighter being 

Spencer fire leaves seven 
injured, several pets dead 

Courtesy

Firefighters from Spencer and other surrounding departments 
tackled a multi-alarm fire during the blizzard on Feb. 23.

Courtesy

Left to right — Back row: Students Kaidyn McDowell, Abigail Valinski, , Madelyn Schrader, Jacob 
Beaulac, Andrea Colibri Auburn Youth Services Librarian, Michael Zeller Auburn Librarian Leicester 
EEC Teacher Nina Ryan. Front row - Avianna Bongovio, Vocational Monitor Leicester High and 
Leicester student Estenfania Aguirre.

Leicester High School 
partners with local libraries

Turn To FIRE page  A9Turn To PARKING page  A9

Turn To LIBRARIES page  A12
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SPENCER —  The Spencer-East 
Brookfield Regional School District is now 
accepting Kindergarten & Preschool appli-
cations for the 2026-2027 school year.

Kindergarten  (for children who will 
reach the age of five years old by Aug. 31) 
Letters were mailed out last week to all 
families that listed their eligible child(ren) 
on the 2025 town census and emails were 
sent to all resident families that have a 
child currently enrolled in our Cubs’ Corner 
Preschool program that will be of age by 
the cut-off date.

Kindergarten is offered at both Wire 
Village School in Spencer and East 
Brookfield Elementary School in East 

Brookfield. Students are enrolled at the 
school in their town of residence, in accor-
dance with District policy. School hours are 
8:25 a.m. to 2:45 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. There is no registration deadline.

Medical forms must be completed by a 
physician and must detail that your child 
has been given the following immuniza-
tions (including the dates the immuniza-
tions were given):

5 doses Diphtheria, Pertussis, and 
Tetanus (DTaP)

4 doses Polio
3 doses Hepatitis B
2 doses Measles, Mumps, Rubella 

(MMR)
2 doses of Varicella Vaccine or Chicken 

Pox disease
Proof of Lead 

Screening
Vision and 

Hearing Screenings

Cubs’ Corner 
P r e s c h o o l 
The Spencer-
East Brookfield 
Regional School 
District’s Cubs’ 
Corner Preschool 
will be relocat-
ed  to the all-new 
preschool wing at 
David Prouty High 

School starting with the 2026-2027 school 
year. Our program is an integrated pre-
school with tuition-paying students, as well 
as special needs students. The resident rate  
is $20/day for half days and $40/day for 
full days. The non-resident rate is $22.50/
day for half days and $45/day for full-days.

Sessions will be filled on a first come, 
first served basis. The following sessions 
are offered:

Monday/Wednesday/Friday: AM, PM or 
Full Day

Tuesday/Thursday: AM, PM or Full Day
Monday-Friday:  AM, PM or Full Day

Preschool Eligibility Requirements
Age requirement: Those attending a tui-

tion-based preschool slot must be three (3) 
years old by the Aug. 31 cut-off date to be 
eligible to attend the current school year. 
District residents that qualify for Special 
Education services may attend once they 
turn three, regardless of the birth date cut-
off.

Toilet Training: All tuition-based pre-
school students must be reliably toilet 
trained (no diapers or pull-ups) at the start 
of school. Children who do not evidence 
signs of reliable toilet training while in 
school will be found ineligible for enroll-
ment. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s 
All student registrations are done online. 

If you would like to register your child to 
attend, please complete the Pre-Registration 
Form to begin the registration process and 
select the  2026-2027  school year. Once 
your form has been approved, you will 
receive an email with further instructions 
to create your PowerSchool online parent 
portal account where you will complete 
all of the required enrollment forms and 
upload required documentation. Families 
must provide a birth certificate (original 
or copy with a seal), most recent physi-
cal/immunization records/lead test (dated 
within one year of school start date), and 
two forms of proof of residency from the 
accepted documents listed on the address 
form. Tuition-based preschool families 
must submit a deposit equal to one week’s 
tuition to secure their child’s spot.

If you do not have access to the internet 
to complete the forms, we have a kiosk 
set up inside the Student Services office at 
David Prouty High School for families to 
use. An appointment is required to ensure 
that the kiosk will be available and a staff 
member is present to assist. The office is 
open for appointments Monday through 
Thursday, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
3 p.m.

Please call 508-885-8515 (opt. 0) with 
any questions, to schedule an appointment 
or to provide supporting documentation.

For more information about the Spencer-
East Brookfield Regional School District 
and to stay up-to-date on the latest hap-
penings across the district, please visit 
the website at  www.sebrsd.org, follow us 
on  Twitter  and  Facebook, and download 
the SEBRSD mobile app.
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ARTHRITIS?
Is your arthritis care all that 

you would hope it to be?  
If not we may be able to help. 

Osteoarthritis  
of Hands - Knees- Hips. 

Back and Shoulder Problems
Rheumatoid Arthritis  

 Psoriatic Arthritis - Gout

Charles A. Birbara, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, Umass-Chan Medical School

25 Oak Ave., Worcester, MA 01605 508-799-2674 
“Committed to Advancing appropriate care to people with arthritis”

PAXTON —  This journey 
traces an unforgettable path 
from Canada’s Pacific Coast 
deep into the heart of the 
Rockies, blending vibrant cities 
with some of North America’s 
most awe-inspiring wilderness. 
Beginning in Vancouver, the 
adventure opens amid coastal 
mountains, historic neighbor-
hoods, and lush green spaces 
before drifting across the Gulf 
Islands to the charming capital 
of Victoria. Here, manicured 
gardens, waterfront views, and 
rich heritage set an elegant pace.

The landscape soon trans-
forms as the route climbs inland 
through British Columbia’s dra-
matic highways toward alpine 
terrain. Highlights include the 
soaring presence of Mount 
Robson and the pristine beauty 
of Jasper National Park, where 
glacier-fed lakes, rugged peaks, 
and serene wildlife encoun-
ters define each moment. A 
cruise on Maligne Lake and 
time along the iconic Icefields 
Parkway lead to the immense 
Columbia Icefield, offering rare 
access to ancient glaciers and 
sweeping mountain vistas.

Further south, the turquoise 
waters of Lake Louise and 
the storybook charm of Banff 

National Park deliver classic 
Rocky Mountain magic, bal-
ancing outdoor exploration with 
relaxed town life. Crossing into 
the United States, the journey 
continues through the untamed 
grandeur of Glacier National 
Park, where alpine passes, his-
toric lodges, and cultural sto-
rytelling reveal the soul of the 
“Crown of the Continent.”

The experience concludes 
as forests and mountains give 
way to vineyards, lakes, and the 
energetic waterfront of Seattle. 
From coastal elegance to icy 
glaciers and iconic skylines, 
this trip weaves together nature, 
culture, and comfort into a rich-
ly layered exploration of west-
ern North America.

Pricing: $7,625 per person 
(double) - includes 14 days with 
20 meals, hotels, and all trans-
fers within tour; but does not 
include airfare and transporta-
tion to airport. Pricing for air-
fare and ground transportation 
to airport will be finalized soon, 
but plan for under $1,000 per 
person.  For more information, 
contact Bill Murwin at whmur-
win@gmail.com or by phone 
508-756-3193.

School District accepting applications 
for Kindergarten & Preschool

JOY (Just Older 
Youth) Adventurers 

offers journey 
through Canadian 
Rockies & Pacific 

Northwest 

Quaboag 
Historical 

Society 
welcomes annual 

award 
nominations

WEST BROOKFIELD — The Quaboag 
Historical Society (QHS) requests nom-
inations for the annual Lucy Stone 
Achievement Award and the Irving and 
Jane England Award.

Each year, the historical society recog-
nizes its most impressive community lead-
ers and volunteers with these two awards. 
The Lucy Stone Achievement Award is 
given annually in observance of the com-
monwealth’s designation of Lucy Stone 
Day on March 8. Born on Coy Hill in 
West Brookfield, Stone worked tireless-
ly throughout her life to get equal rights 
for all individuals. She was a lecturer for 
abolitionist and equal rights groups and 
the founder and editor of The Woman’s 
Journal.

For the Lucy Stone Award, the Quaboag 
Historical Society requests nomination let-
ters for anyone living in one of the six 
Quaboag Plantation area towns (the four 
Brookfields, New Braintree, and Warren). 
Residents are asked to nominate individ-
uals whose volunteer efforts have helped 
make their communities better places to 
live. The nominating letters should briefly 
explain why the writer believes the nomi-
nee is deserving of the award. The name, 
address, and phone number of both the 
nominator and the nominee must be includ-
ed in the letter.

“For this award, we are seeking nomi-
nees who have done an exemplary job of 
giving back through community service,” 
said QHS Co-President Amy Dugas, who 
described the motto of the Lucy Stone 
Award as honoring residents who make the 
world a better place. 

The Irving and Jane England Award, also 
presented annually by the QHS, is given 
each year to a resident of West Brookfield 
who has helped better the community 
through community service. Nomination 
regulations for this award are the same as 
those for the Lucy Stone Award.

Dugas and other QHS leaders feel it’s 
important to take a few moments each year 
to honor those who contribute countless 
hours to improving their communities.

“Those people willing to put in the time 
and get involved and make a significant 
contribution to the community should be 
recognized,” Dugas added.

All award nomination entries should be 
submitted to the QHS by Monday, April 13. 

Nomination letters should be mailed to 
The Quaboag Historical Society, P.O. Box 
635, West Brookfield, MA 01585. 

www.Stonebridge
Press.com
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Donations needed for Community Baby Shower
LEICESTER —  Organizers are seeking donations for the Leicester Regional Public 

Health Coalition’s Community Baby Shower for expectant parents coming up May 7 from 
1-4 p.m. at the Leicester Town Hall Gym, sponsored by Walmart, Hannaford, Deja New, 
and C.A.R.E. Leicester.

Items needed include diapers (newborn to size three), baby wipes, rash cream, clothing 
(onesies), sleepers, sleep sacks, hats, socks, and newborn outfits), hygiene & health items 
such as baby wash, shampoo, lotion, manicure sets, thermometers, and hand sanitizers), 
feeding equipment (bottles), formula, burping cloths, bibs, nursing pads, and pacifiers), gear 
& bedding (swaddle 
blankets, crib sheets, 
pack ‘n plays, stroll-
ers, and car seats), 
and safety items 
such as outlet covers 
and cabinet locks.

Donation drop-off 
bins are located at 
the Leicester Public 
Library, Town Hall, 
Senior Center, and 
Deja New.

LEICESTER —  The 
Leicester School District 
is pleased to announce 
that Kindergarten registra-
tion is now open for the 
2026–2027 school year. 
We are also excited to con-
tinue offering tuition-free 
enrollment in our integrat-
ed preschool program for 
Leicester residents.

Children who turn five 
years old on or before Aug. 
31 are eligible to enroll in 
Kindergarten at Leicester 
Elementary School. School 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday. There is no registra-
tion deadline, and families 
are encouraged to register 
as soon as possible to help 
us prepare for the upcoming 
school year.

To enter Kindergarten, 
students must provide:

Proof of a lead screening 

with results
A physical exam dated 

within 13 months of the 
start of school

5 doses of Diphtheria, 
Tetanus, and Pertussis 
(DTaP)

4 doses of Polio
3 doses of Hepatitis B
2 doses of Measles, 

Mumps, and Rubella 
(MMR)

2 doses of Varicella vac-
cine or documentation of 
chickenpox disease

Families are invited 
to attend Kindergarten 
Information Night on 
Wednesday, April 8, from 
5–7 p.m. at the Leicester 
Middle School Fine Arts 
Center. The evening will 
include an informative 
presentation, a ques-
tion-and-answer session, 
and a tour of Leicester 
Elementary School. It is a 

wonderful opportunity for 
families to learn more and 
begin building connections 
within the school commu-
nity.

Registration infor-
mation can be found at: 
https://leicester.k12.ma.us/
for_parents/student_regis-
tration.

In addition to 
Kindergarten registration, 
Leicester is proud to offer a 
tuition-free integrated pre-
school program for in-town 
residents. Children who 
turn three or four years old 
on or before Aug. 31 are 
eligible to apply. District 
residents who qualify for 
special education services 
may begin attending once 
they turn three, regardless 
of the birthdate cutoff.

Children enrolling in the 
preschool program must be 
independently toilet-trained 

(no diapers or pull-ups), 
unless a specific special 
education service requires 
otherwise. Children who 
are not yet inde-
pendently using the 
restroom during the 
school day will need 
to wait to begin the 
program until they 
are developmentally 
ready.

More information 
about the integrated 
preschool program 
can be found at: 
https://sites.goo-
gle.com/lpsma.net/
leicester-integrat-
ed-preschool?us-
p=sharing.

For questions 
about Kindergarten 
or Preschool reg-
istration, please 
contact Leicester 
Elementary School 

at (508) 892-7050.
We look forward to wel-

coming our newest learners 
and partnering with fami-

lies as they begin this excit-
ing educational journey in 
Leicester!

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Pewter • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept •  Advertising Signs & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

advertising signs

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA
Fully Insured

WINTER
SPECIAL 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$340
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

j j j j j j

Jeycen is a happy and friendly child 
who brings joy wherever he goes. He 
enjoys getting out into the community 
— even everyday outings like going to 
the grocery store are exciting adven-
tures for him. Jeycen thrives when he 
has opportunities to explore his sur-
roundings and engage with the world 
around him. He loves hands-on activ-
ities and learning through play. Swim-
ming is one of his favorite activities, 
and he also enjoys counting cubes and 
stacking blocks, showing his growing 
curiosity and problem-solving skills. 
Jeycen likes to play a variety of games, 
including peek-a-boo, Marble Run, and 
building with LEGO, where he can cre-

ate and experiment in fun, creative ways. Jeycen has a special interest 
in drawing and especially loves building roadmaps and highways. He is 
fascinated by how roads connect and enjoys designing his own imagina-
tive routes and pathways. With his bright smile, playful spirit, and crea-
tive mind, Jeycen continues to discover and explore the world in his own 
unique way. 

https://www.mareinc.org/child/21181580424 
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, and room 

in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a waiting child. Adop-
tive parents can be single, married, or partnered; experienced or not; rent-
ers or homeowners; LGBTQ+ singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, 
you won’t have to pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely 
free in Massachusetts.             

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes training, inter-
views, and home visits to determine if adoption is right for you. These 
steps will help match you with a child or sibling group that your family will fit 
well with. To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.mare-
inc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange (MARE) can give 
you guidance and information on the adoption process. Reach out today 
to find out all the ways you can help children and teens in foster care.           

Jeycen 
Age 9 

Registration #8755 

•REMODELING
 EXPERT

•PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLED

•WINDOWS AND SIDING
774-230-3967

Quality Building Since 1985

© finished basements  © additions © Kithcens  © baths ©  garages © siding 
© roofing © decKs© windows © doors © authorized harvey dealer

  © licensed & insured © honest, clean & dependable

774-230-3967
WINDOWS

15 S. Main St., Leicester • 508-892-3222 
Dine-In or Take-Out • Gift Certificates

Hours: Wednesday-Friday 5:30am-12:30pm  
Saturday & Sunday 5:30am-11:30am

ONLINE ORDERING 
 FARMHOUSEDINERMA.COM

Breakfast All Day
 Lunch

all made from scratch

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

FRIDAY 3/6 & SATURDAY 3/7

SCALLOP AND 
MUSHROOM RISOTTO 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11- SUNDAY, MARCH 15TH 
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE 

In addition to our full menu 

The Salem 
Sunday Special $28.00
Fresh LocaL roasted turkey dinner

Includes stuffIng, gIblet gravy, 
butternut squash, whIpped potato, 

tossed salad and a sundae for dessert!

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585
www.salemcrossinn.com (508)867-2345 

Hours: Thursday, Friday & Saturday 4-8; Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern Hours:  Thursday & Friday 4-8

Turkey raised at Liberty Family Farms.  
Every Sunday for as long as it lasts. Reservations are appreciated

Time to Make 
Easter 

Reservations

Family Dining & Gift GuideFamily Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

Breakfast & Lunch • BREAKFAST ALL DAY
 Daily Specials • Homemade Soups

31 Pleasant St.,  Spencer, MA 
508.885.7705

Open 7 Days • 6:00am-2:00pm

MONDAY-FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
Mon:  American Chop Suey w/salad
Tues:  Homemade Meat Loaf Dinner
Wed:  Yankee Pot Roast
Thurs: Corned Beef & Cabbage
Fri:  Fish and Chips

Amazing 
Stuffed 
Crepes 

Everyday!

Kindergarten registration now open; free Integrated 
Preschool available for Leicester families
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When you open a retirement account or 
buy a life insurance policy, you’re asked to 
name a beneficiary. It might seem like just 
another form to fill out, but this simple step 
can affect your family’s future.

Many people don’t give beneficiary des-
ignations much thought after signing the 
initial paperwork. It may have been years 
ago, and life has moved on. But this might 
surprise you: These designations can over-
ride what’s in your will or living trust. 
That means your retirement accounts and 
insurance proceeds could end up going to 
someone you didn’t intend, creating what 
professionals call an accidental inheritance.

Life changes quickly. You might get 
married, divorced, or remarried. You might 
have children or stepchildren. A loved one 
might pass away. You may decide to give 
to your favorite charity. Any of these events 
could mean it’s time to update your bene-
ficiaries.

The rules can get complicated. For exam-
ple, after a divorce, some (but not all) states 
have laws that automatically revoke your 
beneficiary designations for IRAs, bank 
accounts and insurance policies. But no 
matter where you live in the U.S., the desig-
nations for 401(k) plans and pensions stay 
in place until you change them. In com-
munity property states, couples must split 
50-50 the assets they acquired during mar-
riage, adding another layer of complexity.

There are other considerations, too. It’s 
a good idea to name a primary and a con-
tingent beneficiary. If your primary bene-
ficiary dies before you do, the contingent 
beneficiary receives your assets. Without 
this backup plan, your carefully considered 
wishes could go awry.

Naming minor children as direct benefi-
ciaries isn’t usually a good idea. Children 
can’t legally receive and control assets until 
they become adults, so a court would have 
to get involved and appoint a guardian for 
managing the money. Instead, you might 
set up a trust or name a custodian to over-
see the funds until your children are mature 
enough to handle them responsibly.

For family members with special needs, 
you’ll want to be especially careful as about 
choosing your beneficiary. Some choices 
may jeopardize their eligibility to receive 
government benefits such as government 
disability payments or Medicaid. An estate 
attorney can help you make important ben-
eficiary decisions.

One major benefit of proper beneficiary 
designations is that they can help your 
loved ones avoid probate, a time-consum-
ing and potentially expensive legal process.

For these reasons and others, it’s import-
ant to review your beneficiary designations 
regularly, especially after major life events. 
Contact your retirement account adminis-
trator or insurance company to update any 
outdated information.

A financial advisor can help you under-
stand how your beneficiary choices fit into 
your financial strategy and ensure your 
assets go where you want them to go. It 
may also make sense to work with a legal 
professional who can help you ensure your 
beneficiary designations align with your 
plans for transferring your estate assets.

Don’t leave these important decisions 
to chance. Taking time now to review and 
update your beneficiaries can help give you 
a sense of security and protect the people 
you love.

 
This article was written by Edward Jones for 
use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Please contact Trevor Nielsen, your 
local Edward Jones Advisor in Sturbridge at 
508-347-1420 or  trevor.nielsen@edward-
jones.com. Edward Jones, Member SIPC 
 
Edward Jones, its employees, and financial 
advisors cannot provide tax or legal advice. 
You should consult your attorney or qual-
ified tax advisor regarding your situation.

VIEWPOINT
Opinion and commentary from Spencer, Leicester and the Brookfields

How outdated
 beneficiary 
choices can 
derail your 

plans
The value 

of local 
information
There was a time when most residents 

learned what was happening in town by 
word of mouth. A conversation at the post 
office. A notice pinned to a bulletin board. 
A neighbor leaning over a fence to share the 
latest development from a board meeting.

Those moments still matter. But today, 
the flow of information is far more com-
plicated.

In communities like Spencer, Leicester, 
and the Brookfields, decisions made at 
town hall can shape daily life in immediate 
ways. A change in trash collection policy. 
A road closure for construction. A vote on 
a school budget. A zoning amendment that 
affects a neighborhood.

The challenge is not whether information 
exists. It does. Agendas are posted. Minutes 
are recorded. Budgets are published. The 
challenge is whether residents are seeing 
it, understanding it and engaging with it 
before decisions are finalized.

Local government operates best when 
residents are informed early, not after the 
fact. When a planning board reviews a pro-
posal or a select board debates a contract, 
the groundwork has often been laid weeks 
or months in advance. Those details are 
available, but they require attention.

That is where reliable, consistent local 
information becomes essential.

It is easy, in a digital age, to become 
distracted by national headlines and state-
wide controversies. Those stories have their 
place. Yet the issues that most directly 
affect property taxes, school programming, 
public safety staffing and neighborhood 
development are decided close to home.

Access to clear reporting on those topics 
is not a luxury. It is part of civic health.

In small towns, transparency tends to be 
strong. Meetings are open. Officials are 
accessible. Many residents know board 
members personally. That closeness can be 
an advantage, but it also makes accurate 
information even more important. Rumor 
travels quickly in tight-knit communities. 
So does misunderstanding.

When residents have access to verified 
details, debate improves. Questions become 
more precise. Discussions become more 
grounded in fact than assumption.

There is also a generational component to 
consider. Younger families may rely heavily 
on digital platforms. Longtime residents 
may prefer printed materials or in-person 
meetings. Ensuring that information reach-
es across those preferences is part of mod-
ern municipal responsibility.

Schools, too, benefit from engaged 
audiences. Enrollment shifts, curriculum 
updates and extracurricular offerings often 
prompt strong opinions. When families are 
informed about the reasoning behind deci-
sions, dialogue becomes more productive.

The same holds true for public safety 
initiatives, infrastructure projects and eco-
nomic development efforts. Clear commu-
nication builds trust. Silence or confusion 
erodes it.

None of this suggests that every resi-
dent must attend every meeting. Life is 
busy. Work schedules vary. Families juggle 
responsibilities. But making an effort to 
stay informed about major issues can pre-
vent surprise and frustration later.

Local officials can continue to strengthen 
communication by presenting budgets in 
accessible formats, summarizing key pro-
posals and welcoming questions. Residents, 
in turn, can take advantage of the tools 
already available, from posted agendas to 
public forums.

Healthy towns are built not only on roads 
and buildings, but on shared understanding.

In the end, informed communities make 
better decisions. They are less reactive and 
more deliberate. They disagree thoughtful-
ly rather than impulsively. They approach 
change with context rather than confusion.

The work of staying informed may not 
feel urgent day to day. Yet over time, it 
shapes the tone and direction of civic life.

In towns where neighbors still recognize 
one another at the grocery store or on the 
sidelines of a school event, the quality of 
local information remains one of the quiet 
foundations of trust.

Letters to the Editor
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Editor To the Editor:

A lot of people of a certain age will 
remember the comedy TV show “Get 
Smart.” The show ran from 1965 through 
1970, and starred Don Adams as secret 
agent 86, Maxwell Smart. The show was 
a parody of the James Bond movies 
and Maxwell Smart’s arch enemy was a 
lawless group known as “KAOS” — an 
international organization of evil people 
dedicated to spreading chaos and anarchy.

We now have a real-life “KAOS” in the 
form of Donald Trump, his stooges and 
the MAGA cult. Trump has no real plan, 
has no real agenda. He has no idea what 
he’s doing and he just spews out his verbal 
crap for the MAGA cult to swallow hook 
line and sinker. Every day with him is 
another adventure into real CHAOS. His 
Modus Operandi is to stir the pot, keep 
the America people off balance, insult our 
allies, rename the Gulf Of Mexico, add 
his name to the Kennedy Center, gripe 
about not being awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize, invade Venezuela, blah, blah, blah...

He knows that the more garbage he 
throws out the less the American people 
will be able to keep up with his chaos.

Remember the Epstein files? Remember 
bringing the Ukraine war to an end in one 
day? Remember how Trump made a big 
deal about the alleged killing of white 
people in South Africa eight months ago? 
Notice how Trump has since dodged that 
issue? Do you hear of

that now?
Now Trump has graduated to being 

judge, jury and executioner of Americans 
who get in the way of him and his ICE 
circus. Renee Good and Alex Peretti will 
not be the last victims of Trump’s version 
of Nazi SS Stormtroopers. This so-called 
President is without a doubt the biggest 
liar and con man of all time. And the 
MAGA cult just keeps on eating up his 
usual garbage.

What a mess.
Anthony Fernandes

West Brookfield

“KAOS” is here...”KAOS” is Trump

To the Editor:

After watching the State of the Union 
last week, for the whole time, it appears 
that our leader feels some jealousy 
towards the awards shows because that 
was most of the content of this speech. 
Except for a rebuke to the Supreme Court 
for not understanding the Constitution, 
noting that 25,000 soldiers a month are 
dying in Ukraine (no apology for blowing 
off the day one promise), an elaborate 
demonstration of disgust that Iran is kill-
ing demonstrators en masse. (I guess he 
prefers the one at a time ICE program.) 
Just out of curiosity, since you prefer 
regime change, and have assembled an 
armada off their shores, wouldn’t any 
military action be as fatal as the demon-
strations?  Do you plan to just bomb them 
again without congressional approval, or 
commit to boots on the ground?  Having 
interacted with Iran a long time, why do 
we think any incursion would not prompt 
a terrorist style response?

The meat of the show were the awards 
— two Congressional Medals of Honor, 
two Medals of Freedom and one Purple 
Heart Medal. These included elaborate 
depictions of heroism, blood and guts.  
We were told to focus on the illegal bad 
behavior by a few immigrants, but  the 
only mention of citizen criminals is that 
we are controlling them better.

He fell back on his old standby lies a 
few times, saying this should be his third 
term, because the second was stolen, 
that prices in general are way down, that 
foreign countries pay tariffs, that gasoline 
can be had as low as $1.88 a gallon, that 
his new healthcare plan , after obliter-
ating Obamacare access and Medicare/

Medicaid  access for many. The new plan 
is send you money so insurers do not rip 
you off. My Blue Cross and med/pharma 
ran $10,000 last year.   How much will 
he send?

Is anyone’s heat and utility cost going 
down? Mine isn’t. Are your groceries 
cheaper?  What, if anything, can you cite 
are going down?  Gasoline and eggs are 
footballs, bouncing every which way, but 
I venture not many of us are finding life 
more affordable. Even if you have 401Ks 
or investments, unless you are privileged 
enough to have so much invested that 
higher costs just roll off your back, you 
are certainly better off than most of us.

Our POTUS, whose salary is half a 
million a year (that he claims to donate 
without any evidence), has reportedly 
increased his worth over $1.5 billion this 
year.   While Jimmy Carter had to sell 
his peanut farm, this guy has ignored the 
emoluments restrictions since day one. I 
think he may experience an unwelcome 
surprise, when his voter ID regs cut his 
voters as much as Dems.   He accused 
Dems of trying to cheat elections, when 
it aligns more with his plans.  The Stalin 
plan is that it matters not who votes and 
how, only who counts the votes. We all 
need to do our civic duty to make sure 
what we vote for is what we get. I am sort 
of expecting Tulsi Gabbard to announce 
she found the 11,780 votes.

He knows he will lose bigly in the 
midterms, and hopefully in both houses. 
When his second impeachment only got 
57 of the 60 votes needed, he called it 
exoneration. That is not a rerun I want to 
view again.

Ken Kimball
Brookfield

The Apprentice returns

Editorial

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

To the Editor:
Dear members, supporters, and local 

Democrats, this is not politics as usual.
On Monday, March 9, we are not just 

holding a caucus. We are taking a stand.
The Leicester Democratic Town 

Committee will hold its Town Democratic 
Caucus beginning at 5 p.m.  at the 
Leicester Public Library, 1136 Main St. 
Doors open at 5 p.m. Registration begins 
at 5:30 p.m. The caucus convenes at 6 
p.m. Registration closes promptly at 6:15 
p.m. 

Right now, across this country, we 
are witnessing a coordinated effort to 
weaken our democracy from the inside. 
Donald Trump continues to push the lie 
that our elections cannot be trusted. He 
has backed voter roll purges, supported 
restrictive voter ID measures designed to 
suppress turnout, encouraged intimidation 
at polling places, and aligned himself with 
efforts to hand partisan actors more con-
trol over election certification.

Let’s call this what it is: an attempt to 
decide who gets to vote and whose voice 
counts.

When powerful people try to limit par-
ticipation, the answer is not retreat. The 
answer is mobilization.

Democracy does not defend itself. 
Rights do not protect themselves. If we 
want to preserve the freedom to vote, the 
freedom to speak, and the freedom to live 
without fear of political retaliation, then 
we must show up in force, starting in our 
own town.

Local action is not a small action. It 
is the foundation. The caucus is where 
we organize. It is where we choose dele-
gates. It is where we send a message that 
Leicester Democrats will not be silenced 

and will not be intimidated.
We need a room full of voices. We need 

energy. We need conviction. We need peo-
ple who understand that history does not 
remember those who stayed home.

Bring your outrage. Bring your hope. 
Bring your belief that this country belongs 
to all of us, not just the powerful few.

Monday, March 9. Be there. Be count-
ed. Be loud.

If we do not stand up now, we risk 
waking up one day to find that the rights 
we assumed were permanent have been 
quietly stripped away.

We will not let that happen here.
In solidarity and in action,

Elizabeth M. Zito
Chair

Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee

Democracy doesn’t defend itself

Letter submission 
policy
Letters to the Editor must include the 
author’s name, address, and a daytime 
phone number for purposes of veri-
fication in order to be considered for 
publication. Only the author’s name 
and the town in which they reside will 
be published. Letters submitted with-
out all of the required information will 
not be accepted.
It is the sole prerogative of the Editor 
to determine whether a submission 
satisfies our requirements and decency 
standards, and any submission may be 
rejected at any time for any reason he 
or she might deem appropriate.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
Thursday price 2/26/26 was $3.69 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com
“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $4.99
50-75 .............. $3.49
76-150 ............ $2.95
151-300 ..........$2.55

301-500 ...............$2.25
500 PLUS .............$2.10
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

Community 
    Connection

Add Bacon 
for $1 more

Cannot be combined  
with other specials or coupons. 

PIZZA is OUR 
Passion

Fresh ingredients, time-honored recipes, and friendly service. 
Since 1997

~ Full bar & full liquor license at our Leicester Location ~
~ Serving Beer & Wine at both Locations ~ 

www.northeastpizza.com

Leicester
1205 Main St. 
508-892-9276          

West Brookfield
208 W. Main St.  
508-867-9567

MARCH SPECIALS
Open 7 Days a Week • We Deliver

Mushroom 
Pizza

Sm. $6.99 
Lg. $9.99

Tuna  Sub 

Sm. 8” $5.99 
Lg. 12” $6.99

Small  
Cheese Pizza 

EVERYDAY 11-4 
only $5.00!
NO LIMIT!

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

To purchase your meat packages  
CALL/TEXT: (774) 200-7308
www.crookedcreekfarmma.org

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY!

Crooked Creek Farm
East Brookfield, Massachusetts

Retail Cuts, Quarter, & Half sides  
of Beef Available!

Stock up 
now!

PLUMBING
JOHN DALY PLUMBING

The Homeowners Plumber, SINCE 1988
Faucets, Toilets, Pipe Repair, Garbage Disposals, Sinks,Vanities, 

Shower Valves,Outside Hose Connections, New Kitchen Sink Strainers 
and Undersink Re-Pipes, Sump Pumps, Sink Drain Cleaning,

Buy What You Like And I Will Install.            
Fully Licensed And Insured, License Number MPL-21763-J    

Call 508 304 7816 • jdrainman714@aol.com

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

For 
Advertising 
Information

Call 
774-200-7308

email:
mikaela@

stonebridge 
press.news

Letters to the Editor

To the Editor:

From Trump and collaborators, we hear 
again and again that our elections have been 
“stolen” when the opposite remains. They 
go on to say that ways solve this includes 
having the national government take them 
over from the states and to have our armed 
forces provide control at voting places. 

All of this goes in the wrong direction, 
and would allow Trump and cronies to vio-
late our 250-year-old Constitution.  

Yet again, the task to protect our coun-
try and our right to free and fair elections  
seems enormous. But again, like butterflies 
going about their business in smallest of 
ways, we together can have a big effect. We 
can do this by providing little bits of assis-
tance and support to non-profit, non-parti-
san organizations  that promote and protect  
voting rights. 

What follows are a couple lists plus an 
additional personal favorite 

The Charity Navigator list, which because 
of its in-depth analysis, I consider the best.

Vote Riders
Brennan Center for Justice
American Civil Liberties Foundation
Fairvote 
The Voter Participation Center and 
The Common Cause Education Fund

In addition, the conservative magazine 

Forbes lists these election non-profits that 
businesses can support

Rock the Vote
When We All Vote
Vote.org
HeadCount
Power the Polls
Voto Latino
League of Women Voters
Black Voters matter
Turbo -Vote (Democracy Works )
I am a Voter

Then, my selection, the Carter Center, 
named after an American President who 
actually won and deserved the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Also non-profit and non-partisan,  
the Carter Center  has, for decades, inter-
nationally assisted, monitored and repotted 
on elections. 

Now as the Trump and collaborators 
try to pull us away from free and fair 
elections, they will well do the same in 
the United State. A current effort example 
- with the former Republican President’s 
Gerald Ford’s Foundation is monitoring 
and reporting on elections in Michigan.

So “butterflies fly.”

Much needs to be said about President 
Trump’s disastrous, personal and unconsti-
tutional war of choice which began, but will 
not end in Iran. 

Kevin Kane
Spencer

To the Editor:
Does anyone know how America got 

away? I am searching for it every day, but 
it continues to elude me. Where could it 
be? Did it take a vacation, a respite from 
the constant turmoil, cruelty and hatred 
visited upon all of us from this strange 
new entity called administration, but lack-
ing any similarity to democracy? Perhaps 
our beloved America has been deported 
to another country, imprisoned, forgotten, 
never to return.

 I once knew America very well. I saw its 
imperfections. While, at times, this brought 
unfairness, wealth inequity, homelessness 
and discrimination, I also saw the collective 
struggle for America to do better for all 
of its people and finally rising to become 
a beacon of freedom and equality. Those 
were the best days of America.

 I see now that America had to leave. It 
could no longer pretend to be the America 

we all knew. It had become shamed and 
broken. The rule of law was gone. In 
its place was anger, greed, violence, lies 
and clamors for locking up and destroy-
ing anyone who disagreed or was called 
“immigrant,” legal or not. These chilling 
changes forced America to flee, much like 
immigrants and our own ancestors coming 
here from other countries did due to fam-
ine, poverty or even a threat of death. How 
ironic.

 I still cling to the hope that America will 
come back. I hear a whisper that grows 
louder each day signaling hope and reso-
lution to bring back kindness, empathy and 
fairness as well as the rule of law…and love 
of country. Only We The People, as a united 
front, can change our outcome from despair 
to hope. It is not too late to bring America 
home. Are you ready?

Ann Toomey-Doane
West Brookfield

I Want America back!

The Butterfly Effect revisited for assisting  free & 
fair elections & our American voting rights  

The other morn-
ing, I found myself 
at a local diner, the 
kind of place where 
the coffee arrives 
before you’ve fully 
settled into the 
booth. The waitress 
called everyone 
“hon,” and nobody 
seemed to mind. The grill 
hissed, forks clinked against 
plates, and someone near 
the window was explaining, 
in great detail, how to fix a 
snowblower carburetor.

It was a symphony of 
ordinary life.

At the table behind me 
sat a father and his teenage 
daughter. He had the news-
paper folded in quarters. 
She had her phone propped 
against the sugar dispenser, 
eyes fixed on the screen, 
thumbs moving at a speed 
that suggested great urgen-
cy.

The father tried.
“So, big game Friday?” 

he asked.
“Mmm-hmm,” she said, 

not looking up.
“You starting?”
“Probably.”
He sipped his coffee. 

Cleared his throat. “That’s 
good.”

I felt for him. I’ve been on 
both sides of that exchange 
over the years. I’ve been 
the distracted one, and I’ve 
been the one hoping for a 
few more words than “prob-
ably.”

After a moment, the wait-
ress came by and refilled 
their cups. She looked at the 
girl and said, “You playing 
shortstop again? You made 
that great throw last week.”

The girl’s head came up. 
“You saw that?”

“Of course I did. Whole 
place was talking about it.”

And just like that, the 
phone went face down on 
the table.

For the next five minutes, 
the girl described the play 
in full color. The slow roll-
er. The scoop. The throw 

to first. Her father 
leaned in, smiling 
in a way that made 
him look ten years 
younger. The wait-
ress nodded like 
she was reviewing 
game tape.

What changed? 
Not the setting. 

Not the menu. Just atten-
tion.

There is something pow-
erful about being noticed. 
Not in the loud, public way 
that comes with likes and 
shares and digital applause, 
but in the quiet, steady 
way that says: I saw you. I 
remember. It mattered.

In small-town 
Massachusetts, we still have 
the advantage of proximity. 
Our towns are not so large 
that we disappear entirely 
into anonymity. The librar-
ian may know what you 
read last summer. The clerk 
at Town Hall may recognize 
your signature. The barber 
may remember how you 
like the back trimmed.

These details are not acci-
dents. They are the result of 
paying attention.

And attention, these days, 
feels like a scarce resource.

I understand the pull of 
the phone. It offers news 
from around the globe, 
weather updates down to 
the minute, photos from 
family miles away. I am 
grateful for that. I like 
knowing my daughter made 
it home safely. I like being 
able to check in with my 
son without waiting for the 
long-distance rates to drop 
after 9 p.m., as we once did.

But I sometimes won-
der whether we are trading 
depth for volume. We hear 
from more people than ever 
before, yet speak less to the 
ones sitting across from us.

I remember when con-
versation had a certain 
rhythm. You asked a ques-
tion, and you waited. You 
listened long enough to hear 
not only the answer but the 

tone behind it. If someone 
paused, you didn’t rush to 
fill the silence. Silence had 
a purpose. It let thoughts 
settle.

Now, silence seems to 
make us nervous. We reach 
for a device at the first lull, 
as if quiet were something 
to be avoided.

My mother, God bless 
her, had a way of making 
you feel like the only per-
son in the room. When she 
asked how you were, she 
meant it. You could not slip 
by with a quick “fine.” She 
would tilt her head slightly 
and wait. That small gesture 
told you she had time for 
your answer.

Time is another thing that 
feels squeezed thin.

Yet I suspect we have 
more control over it than 
we admit. We may not be 
able to slow the news cycle 
or quiet the endless stream 
of notifications. But we can 
choose, in a diner or a mar-
ket or on a walk down Main 
Street, to look up.

The father and daughter 
at the diner left a little while 
later. As they stood to go, he 
put his hand briefly on her 
shoulder. She was talking 
animatedly now, phone for-
gotten in her jacket pocket. 
They stepped out into the 
cold morning together, still 
mid-conversation.

The diner returned to 
its usual soundtrack: dish-
es, laughter, the scrape of 
chairs. Nothing dramatic 
had happened. No speech-
es were made. No lessons 
announced.

Just a girl who felt seen. 
A father who got more than 
one-word answers. A wait-
ress who took the time to 
remember a throw from last 
week.

Sometimes, the sound of 
a real conversation is the 
most hopeful thing you can 
hear.

The sound of 
a real conversation

By CHARLES

Lanterns
Along
Main 

Street
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LEICESTER — The Leicester Democratic 
Town Committee (LDTC)  will hold 
its  2026 Democratic Caucus  on  Monday, 
March 9, at the  Leicester Public Library, 
located at 1136 Main St., Leicester.

The caucus will begin promptly at 6 p.m., 
with doors opening at 5 p.m. Registration 

will open at 5:30 p.m. and close at 6:15 
p.m. All eligible Democrats are encouraged 
to arrive early to ensure timely registration 
and participation.

Democratic caucuses are an import-
ant part of the party’s grassroots process, 
allowing registered Democrats to partic-
ipate in the selection of delegates and 
alternates to Democratic conventions and 
to engage directly in party governance at 
the local level.

Participants must be registered Democrats 
in the Town of Leicester and meet all 
eligibility requirements as outlined by the 
Massachusetts Democratic Party. Same-
day party registration may be available in 
accordance with party rules.

The caucus location is ADA accessible. 
Individuals requiring other aids are encour-
aged to contact the Leicester Democratic 
Town Committee in advance at ldtcmass@
gmail.com  so that appropriate arrange-
ments can be made.

The Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee welcomes community mem-
bers who are interested in civic engage-
ment, democratic participation, and helping 

shape the future of the Democratic Party in 
Leicester and across the Commonwealth.

For additional information or questions 
regarding the caucus, please contact the 
Leicester Democratic Town Committee 
at  ldtcmass@gmail.com.  or other auxil-
iary aids, are encouraged to contact the 
Leicester Democratic Town Committee in 
advance at  ldtcmass@gmail.com  so that 
appropriate arrangements can be made.

The Leicester Democratic Town 
Committee welcomes community mem-
bers who are interested in civic engage-
ment, democratic participation, and helping 
shape the future of the Democratic Party in 
Leicester and across the Commonwealth.

For additional information or questions 
regarding the caucus, please contact the 
Leicester Democratic Town Committee 
at ldtcmass@gmail.com.

Leicester Democratic Town Committee 
to hold 2026 Democratic Caucus

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TIL YOU SEE THIS!

INSTANT
FINANCING

UP TO $10,000!

G.E. 27 CU. FT.
FRENCH DOOR
REFRIGERATOR

Reg. $1999.99
$1399.99

MAYTAG DELUXE
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $699.99

$549.99

Front Load, Reg. $1599.99

$229.99

$99999

5 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER
$189.99

WHIRLPOOL
SIDE BY SIDE

Reg. $1499.99

$1199.99

GE DELUXE
DISHWASHER

Reg. $499.99

$399.99

508.885.9343
SEE WHITCOSALES.COM

FOR 100’s OF DEALS!Store Hours:  Mon. thru Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 12 Noon-7pm

$699.99

AMANA 
WASHER OR

DRYER
Reg. $599.99

$489.99

21 CU. FT.
FREEZER
Reg. $999.99

$799.99

MATTRESS SALE!HUGE 
KITCHEN 

PACKAGE & 
LAUNDRY 
REBATES

32” HD Smart TV........ $99.99
Regularly $149.99

43” Smart TV.............$199.99
Regularly $249.9

50” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $269.99

55” HDTV Television..$229.99
Regularly $349.99

65” HDTV Television..$329.99
Regularly $599.99

75” HDTV...................$499.99
Regularly $699.99

#1 RATED PEOPLE’S 
CHOICE AWARD:

APPLIANCE
DEALER

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

Great
Selection
for Fun in the Snow!

PRE-
BIKE SALE!

SEASONDON’T BUY UNTIL DON’T BUY UNTIL 
YOU SEE US!!!YOU SEE US!!!

DURKIN & SONS
Trucking Co.

www.durkintrucking.com 
Spencer 

508-885-4499

Trash 
Removal
Weekly 
Pickups
Cleanouts

~ Reliable ~

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality 
Homes Throughout 

Central MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. 
Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Flags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

774-200-7308

NORTH BROOKFIELD 
—  North Brookfield resi-
dent Paulette Adams beau-
tifully captures area land-
scapes as well as glimpses 
of wildlife and still life.

Adams was introduced 
to the field of photography 
while working for Marvin 

Richmond’s Color Lab pro-
cessing business on Harvard 
Street in Worcester. It was 
here thar she learned how 
to process slides for color 
correction.

While living in Germany, 
where her husband was 
stationed for over a year, 

Adams bought her first 35 
mm camera, a “gently used” 
Agfa, and photographed 
local landscapes and archi-
tecture so she would have 
memories of her time 
there. Returning home, she 
bought an Olympus camera 
and a Canon Powershot that 

were ideal for taking casu-
al, everyday photos, many 
of them focusing on family 
life. But as her interest in 
photography grew, Adams 
became disenchanted with 
the photos from the point-
and-shoot cameras, and 
she bought a Digital Single 
Lens Reflex (DSLR) Nikon 
D90, which allowed her to 
experiment with images of 
wildlife, architecture, land-
scapes, and photos of her 
young grandson.

Returning to her pro-
cessing experience, but this 
time using digital software, 
in 2007, Adams worked on 
vintage photos assembled 
from the North Brookfield 
Historical Society, her own 
collection, and those of 
other long-time

residents. After convert-
ing sepia-toned photos to 
clearer crisper black and 
white, she matted and 
mounted the collection for 
a Historical Society presen-
tation, and later, an Open 

House at the Town House. 
In 2012, as part of

the celebration of the 
200th anniversary of the 
incorporation of North 
Brookfield, the collec-
tion was exhibited at the 
Congregational Church’s 
Fellowship Hall.

Fifteen years ago, Adams 
and a friend decided to join 
the Massasoit Art Guild 
Photo Group. As a mem-
ber she has enjoyed taking 
part in photo challenges and 
workshops over the years 
and exhibiting her work at 
the annual Art Guild Show 
and Sale, Cormier Jewelers, 
and the Richard Sugden 
Library. Her work will be 
on display this year at the 
Leicester Library in June 
through July. 

While using Nikon cam-
eras for the past 18 years, 
Adams feels that she has 
evolved into a more spon-
taneous photographer who 
enjoys challenges. She 
experiences a sense of 

accomplishment when oth-
ers share their appreciation 
of her work at Photo Group 
meetings, exhibitions, and 
on social media. 

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House 
are happy to add our kudos 
and our thanks to Paulette 
Adams for agreeing to be 
our featured artist for the 
month of March. You can 
find examples of Paulette’s 
work on our Web site at 
nbtownhouse.com/all-fea-
tured-artists/paulette-ad-
ams.

The Friends of the North 
Brookfield Town House is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization focused on restor-
ing, preserving, and sus-
taining the Town House as 
a cultural center of North 
Brookfield. Every month 
this organization recogniz-
es a featured artist in their 
community.

WARE —  ArtWorks 
Gallery invites artists of 
all applied mediums from 
throughout the northeast-
ern US to submit works to 
the fifth annual Celebrating 
the Figure exhibition. 
Photography and electron-
ic media are not accepted 
for this show. This exhibi-
tion embraces the diverse 
ways in which artists 
approach representing the 
human form, showcasing 
pieces that utilize both the 
clothed and unclothed fig-
ure. Submissions should 
demonstrate an understand-
ing of the human body, 

whether through the pre-
cision of the nude form or 
the technical skill required 
to render fabric while still 
conveying the underlying 
form. 

The deadline for entry 
is March 12 by midnight. 
The entry form and full 
details can be found on 
workshop13.org. ArtWorks 
Gallery is located at 69 
Main St. in Ware. The 
fifth annual “Celebrating 
the Figure” exhibition will 
be on display from April 
11 through May 9, open-
ing with a reception on 
Saturday, April 11, from 

3-5 p.m. Gallery hours are 
Saturdays and Sundays 
from 1-4 p.m. 

The juror for “Celebrating 
the Figure” is SK Sullivan. 
SK Sullivan is a figurative 
painter working primarily in 
oil. She has held a lifelong 
fixation  with the human 
body and experience, driv-
en by curiosity and an unre-
lenting need to create. SK 
has exhibited throughout 
the United States and lives 
in Connecticut, where her 
practice continues to evolve 
through daily engagement 
with the figure.

About ArtWorks Gallery 
and Workshop13

ArtWorks Gallery is 
Workshop13’s gallery on 
Main Street. This space 
features numerous art exhi-
bitions each year and is 
also available to rent for 
individual or group shows. 
Workshop13 is a dynamic 
center where arts, culture, 
and community converge—
expanding access to the arts 
and nurturing creativity and 
self-expression in our rural 
region.  For more informa-
tion, visit workshop13.org, 
or call 413-277-6072.

Photographer Paulette Adams named Friends of the 
North Brookfield Town House Artist of the Month

Celebrate the figure at ArtWorks Gallery

www.Stonebridge
Press.com

Weekly Police 
Blotter

Spencer
The Spencer Police Department reported 

the following arrests during the week of 
Feb. 18-24.

James D. Cobb, age 27, of Spencer was 
arrested on Feb.18 for Defacing Property.

Leicester
The Leicester Police Department reported 

the following arrests during the week of Feb. 
19-25.

An individual whose identity has been 
withheld from publication received a 
summons in lieu of arrest on Feb. 24 for 
Improper Storage of a Firearm.

Leicester Knights of 
Columbus to hold  

family dinner
LEICESTER —  Leicester Knights of 

Columbus, 91 Manville St., will have a 
Family Dinner on Wednesday, March 11 
at 6 p.m.   The menu includes a choice of 
corned beef or baked fish.  Cost is $15, and 
includes salad, entree, dessert and coffee.  

Call Don at 508-615-8434 or email 
at ohno7g7@yahoo.com by Monday, March 
9 for reservations.  All are welcome.
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WEST BROOKFIELD —  The 
West Brookfield Historical 
Commission is pleased to announce 
its 2026, 15th annual schol-
arship in the amount of $2,000. 
Qualified students must reside in 
West Brookfield and may attend 
Quaboag Regional High School, or 
be school- choice students, home 
schooled students, and independent 
school students.

This award is made possible 
through the J. Irving and Jane L. 
England Charitable Trust. 

Application criteria:

The students must be planning 
to attend either a four-year college/
university program or a two-year 
college with the intent to trans-
fer to a four-year college. The 
Commission will show preference 
to study plans with concentration 
on History and History-related 
areas. Major or minors may include 
Political Science, Social Studies, 
Anthropology, Archaeology, 
Historical Preservation, Museum 
Studies, and Education in any of 
these related fields.

Applicants must submit a brief 
essay based on one of the 

Notable Persons or Significant 
Places listed on the application. 
All necessary information will 
be found on the West Brookfield 
Historical Commission website. 
http://westbrookfield.org

Essays are due no later than April 
6.

E-mail- info@westbrookfield.
org

Mail: West Brookfield Historical 
Commission, PO Box 372, W. 
Brookfield, MA 01585.

The application and details 
can be found on the Historical 
Commission Web site, http://west-

brookfield.org.

BROOKFIELD — 
Brookfield will hold its 
Annual Town Election 
Monday, May 4, with polls 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at Town Hall, 6 Central St. 
 
Nomination papers for the 
Brookfield Annual Town 
Election are available until 
the March 16 filing deadline 
at the Town Clerk’s Office. 
The following offices and 
terms are open to candi-
dates:

Moderator (1 Year Term)
Select Board (3 Year 

Term)
Assessor (3 Year Term)

Planning Board (5 Year 
Term)

Planning Board (4 Year 
Term)

Elementary School 
Committee (3 Year Term)

Water Commission (3 
Year Term)

Board of Health (3 Year 
Term)

Trustee For Merrick 
Public Library (2 - 3 Year 
Term)

Cemetery Commissioner 
(2 Year Term)

Cemetery Commissioner 
(3 Year Term)

Town Collector (3 Year 
Term)

 
Monday, March 16, 5 p.m. 
Last day to obtain and return 
nomination papers  (49 
days before election) 
 
Monday March 30, 5 p.m. 
Last day for registrars to 
certify Nomination Papers: 
(35 Days before election) 
 
Monday, March 30, 5 p.m. 
Last day for candi-
dates to withdraw 
(Letter to the Town Clerk)

Please note you can 
now register to vote online 
at:  https://www.sec.state.
ma.us/ovr/.

LEICESTER — The 
Leicester Senior Citizens 
Club is a group of older 
adults that meets at the 
Leicester Senior Center 
twice a month.  The club is 
looking to attract new mem-
bers from all the area towns 
and cities.  

The group meets on the 
first and third Tuesday of 
each month.  Meetings 
begin at 10 a.m.  At the 
conclusion of each 
meeting, there is a 
scheduled form of 
entertainment or 
informational pre-
sentation.   

The Leicester 
Senior Citizens 
Club is linking older 
adults with each 

other, and to opportunities 
that improve their health, 
well-being, and sense of 
community.  It is the club’s 
way of reducing the effects 
of isolation.  We want to 
offer special programs 
beyond normal hours, and 
we need input and ideas 
from new members to help 
get us there.  Membership 
is open to all individuals 
aged 60 and older.  The cost 

to join is $10 for an annual 
membership.  

To learn more about the 
membership drive or to 
sign up, please visit the 
Leicester Senior Center at 
40 Winslow Ave., Leicester, 
during operating hours 
(Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m. - 2 p.m.), or call David 
Wood, Program Director at 
the senior center, at (508)-
892-7016.  

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

 774-449-8333 
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK  
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS
Please visit our website 

or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

MUSIC 
BINGO 
EVERY 

THURSDAY 
7 TO 9

WEEKLY SPECIAL
Check out our $19.99 

Three-Course Meal Deals
 Available Every Tuesday, Wednesday, And Thursday.

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
2/27 Joe Macey • 3/6 Jeff Anderson

3/13 Stephen George 
3/14  Lower Level Duo

3/15  St Patricks Day Celebration with 
Mike O’Mara

308 Main Street
 East Brookfield 

774-449-8333
 308lakeside.com

Casual Waterfront  
Dining on Lake Lashaway

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 
11 - CLOSE 

CLOSED MONDAYS

Please visit our website 
or Facebook page  
for our full menu. 

Please call 774-449-8333 for reservations,  
take-out or reserve online 308lakeside.com

LIVE MUSICLINEUP

Check 
out the 

new Fall/ 
Winter 
menu

399

M.T.W. 9:30-6:00; TH. FRI. 9:30-7:00; SAT. 9:30-6:00; SUN. 11-5

Where Everyone Goes For 
Their Piece Of The Earth!

• Construction Stone  
• Title V Sand • Utility Sand

 • Concrete Sand • Pool Liner Sand
• Chicken Coop Sand • Silt 

• Stone Dust • Crushed Gravel 
• Crushed Asphalt 

• Crushed Concrete • Cold Patch

Self Pick-uP or call  
To Schedule Your 
deliverY TodaY! 

HOME OWNER 
FRIENDLY

NO 
MINIMUMS

98 N. Spencer Rd.,• Rte. 31N, Spencer, MA
www.bondsandandgravel.com

Sand, Gravel & Asphalt

508-885-6100
508-885-2480

SPRING IS COMING!
LANDSCAPING STONE

Purple • Red • White 
 Light Gray • Dark Gray 

Greige • Blue

For Parties 
Up to 6

ENJOY 50% 50% Off Off 
Each Entree

Tuesday-Thursday 4:00 pm -10:00 pm

Inside Union Station
FREE PARKING

2 Washington Square
Worcester, MA 01604

Good until April 17th, 2026

Leicester Senior Citizens Club 
launches membership drive

Nomination papers for 
Brookfield town election 

due March 16

West Brookfield Historical Commission 
announces 2026 scholarship

West Brookfield 
Democrats to elect 
delegates to State 

Convention
WEST BROOKFIELD —  A caucus, 

open to any Democratic voter registered 
in West Brookfield, will be held at the 
West Brookfield Town Hall on Tuesday, 
March 10 at 6 p.m. to choose delegates to 
attend the Democratic State Nominating 
Convention on May 29 and 30 at the DCU 
Center in Worcester.

Any member of the community may 
attend, but only registered Democrats may 
vote. Youth (age 16 to 35), people with 
disabilities, people of color and members 
of the LGBTQ+ community not elected as 
delegates or alternates, are encouraged to 
apply to be add-on delegates at the caucus 
or by visiting www.massdems.org/mass-
dems-convention. Registered but unen-
rolled town voters are welcome to change 
registration ahead of the caucus and fully 
participate upon enrollment verification.

Voter registration information will pe 
provided.

If you would like to attend the Democratic 
Caucus for West Brookfield and/or need 
further information, please feel free to send 
an email to wbdtc01585@gmail.com, or 
call Eric von Bleicken at 212-316-5349.
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Ayala of North Brookfield competes 
on Regis Women’s Basketball

WESTON — Serenity Ayala, Class of 2026, and the Regis College Women’s Basketball 
team recently completed the 2025-26 season.

The Pride concluded their season in the Great Northeast Athletic Conference (GNAC) 
quarterfinals with an overall record of 12-14 and 9-3.

“As our winter seasons come to a close, I want to congratulate our student-athletes on 
their hard work and determination,” said Dean of Athletics Pam Roecker. “The growth 
they’ve achieved through competition, discipline, and teamwork will stay with them well 
beyond the season.”

Ayala is majoring in at Regis College.
The Pride are led by five-year head coach, Samantha Crough.

Local student named to 
Franklin Pierce 

Dean’s List
RINDGE, New Hampshire — Michael Bokis IV of North Brookfield was named to the 

Dean’s List at Franklin Pierce University for the fall semester of 2025.
To qualify for the Dean’s Lists at the end of the fall or spring semester, a matriculated 

student must have completed a minimum of 12 graded credits of 100-level (or above) 
courses, and received no Ds, Fs, Is, or IPs. 

LEGAL NOTICE
The Brimfield Elementary School 
Committee will hold a public hearing 
on its proposed 2026-2027 Elementary 
School Budget on Tuesday, March 
24, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the Brimfield 
Elementary School, in accordance with 
the M.G. L., Chapter 71, § 38N.  A 
copy of the proposed budget is avail-
able from the Office of the Principal, 
Brimfield Elementary School.
Jennifer Custance, Chair
Brimfield School Committee
March 6,  2026

LEGAL NOTICE
A public hearing on the proposed 
Brookfield Elementary School bud-
get for 2026-2027 will be held on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 6:30 
p.m., at the Brookfield Elementary 
School, in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 71, § 38N.  Copies of the 
proposed budget are available from 
the Office of the Principal at Brookfield 
Elementary School.   
 Nicole Chaffee, Chair
Brookfield Elementary School 
Committee
March 6,  2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing on the proposed 
Sturbridge School District bud-
get for 2026-2027 will be held on 
Thursday, March 5, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Cafeteria of Burgess Elementary 
School, in accordance with M.G.L., 
Chapter 71, § 38N.  A copy of the pro-
posed budget is available at the Office 
of the Superintendent of Schools, 320A 
Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale, MA.  
Samantha Kaitbenski
Chairwoman
Sturbridge School Committee
March 6,  2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing on the proposed 
Tantasqua Regional School District 
budget for 2026-2027 will be held on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 6:00 
p.m. in the Cafeteria of Tantasqua 
Regional Junior High School, in accor-
dance with M.G.L., Chapter 71, § 
38N.  A copy of the proposed bud-
get is available at the Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools, 320A 
Brookfield Rd., Fiskdale, MA.  
NOTE:  The regular school commit-
tee meeting will begin following the 
Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m.
Michael Valanzola
Chairman
Tantasqua Regional School District 
Committee
March 6,  2026

BOARD OF HEALTH NOTICE OF 
AMENDED REGULATION

Notice is hereby given that the 
Brookfield Board of Health has adopted 
amendments to its existing regulation 
entitled “Regulation of the Board of 
Health Restricting the Sale of Tobacco 
Products”, originally enacted on June 
15, 2025.The amended regulation was 
approved by the Board of Health on 
February 25, 2026, and will take effect 
on March 13, 2026, in accordance 
with applicable state and local law.A 
copy of the full amended regulation 
is available for public inspection at 
the Brookfield Town Clerk’s Office, 6 
Central Street, Brookfield, MA, during 
regular business hours. It may also be 
viewed on the Town’s official website 
at https://www.brookfieldma.us/local-
health-regulations.Any person wishing 
to appeal this regulation or seek 
additional information may contact the 
Board of Health at boardofhealth@
brookfieldma.us or (508) 867-2930 
ext.22
March 6,  2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 10 Jones Street, 
Spencer, MA 01562
 	 By virtue and in execution of 
the Power of Sale contained in a 
certain mortgage given by Amanda 
M Davin to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mort-
gagee, as nominee for Guild Mortgage 
Company LLC, and now held by 

Guild Mortgage Company LLC, said 
mortgage dated July 11, 2022 and 
recorded in the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 67888, Page 298, said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild 
Mortgage Company LLC to Guild 
Mortgage Company by assignment 
dated April 9, 2024 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 70394, 
Page 273 as affected by a confirma-
tory assignment dated June 4, 2024 
and recorded with said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 70607, Page 115; said 
mortgage was assigned from Guild 
Mortgage Company LLC to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild 
Mortgage Company LLC by assign-
ment dated August 13, 2024 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 70903, Page 62; said mort-
gage was assigned from Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as Mortgagee, as nominee for Guild 
Mortgage Company LLC to Guild 
Mortgage Company LLC by assign-
ment dated December 19, 2024 and 
recorded with said Registry of Deeds 
in Book 71491, Page 134; for breach 
of the conditions in said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public Auction on April 
9, 2026 at 03:00 PM Local Time upon 
the premises, all and singular the 
premises described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 
TRACT 1: 
The land in Spencer, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, situated in the 
south side of Starr Street, viz,
BEGINNING at the northeast cor-
ner of the south line of said street 
by land formerly of H.P. Starr;  
THENCE by said Starr 
land, S. 9º W., 99 feet;  
THENCE by land formerly of Joseph 
Pope, N. 86 1/2º W., 66 feet;  
THENCE still by said Pope land, N. 9º E., 
99 feet to the south line of Starr Street;  
THENCE by said street line, S. 86 1/2º 
E., 66 feet to the point of beginning..  
TRACT 02:
The land in Spencer, Worcester 
County, Massachusetts, situated on 
the south side of Starr Street, viz.,  
BEGINNING at the northwester-
ly corner of the south line of said 
street, at a point 165 feet easterly 
of the easterly line of Grove Street;  
THENCE S. 86 1/2º E., by the south-
erly line of Starr Street, about 82 1/2 
feet to land formerly of Eli Jacobs;  
THENCE S. 9º W., by 
said Jacobs land, 99 feet;  
THENCE N. 86 1/2º W., by land for-
merly of Joseph Pope, about 74 1/2 
feet to a point on the easterly side of 
a two rod private street, now called 
Jones Street, and 165 feet easterly 
of the easterly line of Grove Street;  
THENCE N. 3 1/2º E., by the 
easterly line of Jones Street, 
99 feet to the point of beginning..  
Being the same premises as granted 
to Mortgagor(s) by virtue of a Deed 
from Sidney Cardona recorded in the 
Worcester County Registry of Deed 
Herewith.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated July 7, 2022 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 67888, 
Page 294.
TERMS OF SALE: Said premises will 
be sold and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, municipal liens and assessments, 
if any, which take precedence over the 
said mortgage above described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
	 Other terms to be announced 
at the sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC

23 Messenger Street 
2nd Floor 

Plainville, MA 02762
Attorney for Guild Mortgage Company 

LLC
Present Holder of the Mortgage

(401) 217-8701 
March 6, 2026
March 13, 2026
March 20, 2026

THE TOWN OF EAST BROOKFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held in the 
Memorial Town Complex, 122 Connie 
Mack Drive, East Brookfield on 
Monday, March 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 
on the application made by Ramkumar 
Algoo d/b/a East Brookfield Wine & 
Spirits, LLC, 104 Pleasant Street for an 
All Alcohol Package Store License
 All interested parties are invited to 
attend.
Andrew Lynch, Chairman
Andrew Levasseur, Clerk
Robert Button, Member
cc:  Town Clerk
cc:  Ramkumar Algoo
March 6,  2026
March 13,  2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Divivion

Docket No. WO26P0514EA  
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 
Albina J. Burdulis
Also Known As:

Albina Joan Burdulis
Date of Death: December 26, 2025  

To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner :
Birute Burdulis  of West Brookfield 
MA
Birute Burdulis  of West Brookfield 
MA has been informally appointed as 
Personal Representative of said estate 
to serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 6, 2026

NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

Premises: 	 65 Maple Street, Units 
1 & 2 a/k/a 65 Maple Street, Spencer, 
MA 01562
 	 By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale contained in 
a certain mortgage given by Joan 
Namboira Katulege to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc. 
as mortgagee, as nominee for Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation, 
and now held by Village Capital & 
Investment LLC, said mortgage dated 
June 30, 2023 and recorded in the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 69339, 
Page 132, said mortgage was assigned 
from Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as mortgagee, as nomi-
nee for Fairway Independent Mortgage 
Corporation to Village Capital & 
Investment LLC by assignment dated 
October 27, 2025 and recorded with 
said Registry of Deeds in Book 72741, 
Page 349; for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the purpose 
of foreclosing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction on March 26, 2026 at 
01:00 PM Local Time upon the prem-
ises, all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, to wit: 

A certain parcel of land and buildings 
situated in Spencer, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, being shown as “Lot 
43” on a plan of land entitled “Plan of 
Land of Assessor’s Map U04, Lots 41 
& 43 Owners: Carl A. & Constance 
Leinonen & George N. Gouin, 19 
McDonald Street & 65 Maple Street, 
Town of Spencer, Worcester County, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
dated September 21, 2021, Scale 
1” = 40’. By Levesque Geomatics, 
Inc., 43 Glendale Road, Sturbridge, 
MA 01518 which plan is recorded 
with the Worcester District Registry 
of Deeds in Plan Book 961, Plan 
104 and which plan reference can be 
made for more particular description.  
Said Lot contains 12,564 square feet 
of land +/- according to said plan.  
For title reference See Deed recorded 
herewith.
	 The description of the property 
contained in the mortgage shall control 
in the event of a typographical error in 
this publication. 
 	 For Mortgagor’s Title see deed 
dated June 30, 2023 and recorded 
in the Worcester County (Worcester 
District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
69339, Page 130.
	 TERMS OF SALE: Said prem-
ises will be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to all liens, encumbrances, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, municipal liens and 
assessments, if any, which take prece-
dence over the said mortgage above 
described.
	 FIVE THOUSAND ($5,000.00) 
Dollars of the purchase price must be 
paid in cash, certified check, bank trea-
surer’s or cashier’s check at the time 
and place of the sale by the purchaser.  
The balance of the purchase price shall 
be paid in cash, certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check within 
thirty (30) days after the date of sale.
Other terms to be announced at the 
sale.

Brock & Scott, PLLC
23 Messenger Street 

2nd Floor 
Plainville, MA 02762

Attorney for Village Capital & 
Investment LLC

Present Holder of the Mortgage
(401) 217-8701 

February 20, 2026
February 27, 2026
March 6, 2026

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO26P0427EA 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Estate Of: 
David Bruce Woodward

Date of Death: 12/04/2025 
To All persons interested in the 
above-captioned estate, by Petition of 
Petitioner
Dana A Woodward of Groton MA 
Dana A Woodward of Groton MA 
 has been informally appointed as Per-
sonal Representative of said estate to 
serve without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered un-
der informal procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the Massachu-
setts Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to be 
filed with the Court, but interested par-
ties are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration from the Personal Rep-
resentative and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. Interest-
ed parties are entitled to petition the 
Court to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminating or re-
stricting the powers of Personal Rep-
resentatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained from the 
Petitioner. 
March 6, 2026

LEGALS

For Legal Advertising Information, Call 508-909-4127  • email: legals@stonebridgepress.news
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29 Forest St.
(508) 867-0220

Free Art Classes: March 5 and 19 at 11 
a.m.

Free Drawing Classes: 
March 12 and 26 at 11 a.m.

Music Bingo: March 16 at 
10 a.m.

MassEDP Presentation: 
March 17 at 11 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Day Lunch by 
Tri Valley (sign up required): 
March 17 at noon

Ed Spater Medicare 
Specialist Drop-In Hours: 
March 24, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Bemis Nursery Workshop ( 
sign up required): March 23 
at 1 p.m.

Hip Hop Square Dance 
Sponsored by the North 
Brookfield Cultural Council: 

March 24 at 1:15 p.m.
Planning Seminar by Varnum-

Chabonneau Funeral Home, March 31, 11 
a.m.

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

&Home 
 AutoWinterWinter

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime
Warranty

100%
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 

MA CSL100114 | MA HIC150118 | CT HIC0619712

CALL NOW FOR
EXCLUSIVE SPRING SAVINGS

Award Winning High Performance
Windows & Doors

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 
Tune Ups & Engine Repair

Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS
Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom

Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
Starting at $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY

For Advertising Information, Call 774-200-7308
email:mikaela@stonebridge press.news

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery

508-987-2775
492 Main St Oxford 

WORCESTERCOUNTY
LAWNMOWER.COM

Brian French
 (413)222-5542

cjmasonryhardscape@gmail.com 

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Water Proofing  

Walkways 
Stone Veneer

Brick and Block Work
Cord Wood

MASONRY Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

ROOFING

David 
Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709
davidbarbale.com

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

West Brookfield - Emmanuel A. 
Therrien, 83, passed away peacefully at his 
home on January 26, 2026.  Better known 
as “JR” to his friends and family, he was a 
life-long resident of West Brookfield.  He 
was the youngest of 6 children. He leaves 
3 sisters, Elaine Perry, Mary Ellen St. 
George, and G. Theresa Shea.  He was pre-
deceased by one sister, Katherine Mundell, 
and one brother, John Therrien.   He also 
leaves several nieces and nephews. JR was 
an army veteran who worked his whole 

life in local industry.   He was an avid 
reader and enjoyed walking in the Quabbin 
Reservoir with family and friends.  He was 
a member of the Swift River Historical 
Society.   There will be a burial in the 
spring in Pine Grove Cemetery in West 
Brookfield on a date yet to be determined. 

	
Memorial Donations for Emmanuel may 

be made to the Swift River Historical 
Society, PO Box 22, New Salem MA. or 
online at swiftrivermuseam.org

Emmanuel A. Therrien, Jr. , 83

Harold L. Cortis, 
Jr., 89, passed away 
peacefully at his home 
in North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts, on 
January 31, 2026, sur-
rounded by family.

Born on November 
12, 1936, in Webster, 

Massachusetts, Harold was the son of 
Harold L. Sr. and Doris (Briggs) Cortis. 
He attended Oxford High School and grad-
uated from Worcester Boys Trade High 
School. A skilled craftsman, Harold owned 
and operated Cortis Construction for many 
years, building and remodeling homes 
throughout Worcester County.

Harold is survived by his devoted wife, 
Josephine (Przypek) Cortis; his daughter 
Suzanne (Cortis) Diaz of Orlando, Florida; 
and his step-sons Thomas Robbins and 
his wife Lisa of North Brookfield, and 
Timothy Robbins and his wife Sharon of 
East Brookfield. He also leaves behind 
seven grandchildren, numerous nieces and 
nephews, and many friends.

He is also remembered by his sister 
Betty Caplette and sister-in-law Diane 
Cortis. A dear friend and former employee, 
Brian Blanchette, held a special place in 
Harold’s life.

Harold was predeceased by his daughter 
Barbara (Cortis) Knight and his brother 
Lawrence “Larry” Cortis.

In his earlier years, Harold was a drum-
mer in the Oxford Junior Fife & Drum 
Corps and achieved the rank of Eagle 
Scout as a Boy Scout. He had a passion for 
working with his hands—woodworking, 
gardening, and outdoor projects brought 
him joy. He also enjoyed showing his 
custom-made 1957 Chevy in auto com-
petitions.

Harold and Josephine shared a love of 
travel, exploring destinations such as the 
Caribbean, Alaska, Bermuda, and Hawaii 
over the years.

A private graveside ceremony will be 
held at a later date.

He will be deeply missed by those who 
knew and loved him.

Harold L. Cortis, Jr., 89

OBITUARIES

Send all obituary notices to Stonebridge 
Press, PO Box 90, Southbridge, MA 01550, 

or by e-mail to obits@stonebridgepress.
news

tree’s sentimental and his-
torical significance, if it is 
removed the town should 

utilize the wood to incorpo-
rate a tribute on the prop-
erty.

The town of Brookfield 
voted to purchase the 
Library Annex in 2021 after 

years of leasing the space. It 
currently serves as storage 
and display areas for histor-
ical materials and meeting 
space for several communi-
ty groups.

PARKING
continued from page  A1

injured. Six occupants 
were also treated for con-
ditions related to the blaze 
and unfortunately several 
pets were confirmed to be 
deceased.

Spencer Fire & 
Emergency Services con-
firmed that by the time their 
crews were dispatched a 
large plume of smoke could 
be seen from the station. 
Firefighters immediately 
began tackling the flames 
with a deck gun. A sec-
ond alarm brought in crews 
from Paxton, Leicester, 
East Brookfield, Brookfield 
and Southbridge on scene 
while Charlton and North 

Brookfield covered the 
Spencer station territory.

The report from Spencer 
confirmed that six residents 
of the home suffered vari-
ous injuries although it was 
not specified the extent of 
those injuries or the con-
dition of the patients. A 
firefighter from an unspec-
ified department was also 
injured. Spencer EMS, 
East Brookfield Fire EMS, 
Leicester EMS and Paxton 
Fire were responsible for 
transporting the patients 
from the scene. Department 
officials also thanked 
Spencer Emergency 
Management and Rehab 7 
and 8 for their assistance 
and Spencer and State 
Police for handling traffic.

Fire officials confirmed 
that Spencer was able to 
begin a productive attack 
on the fire thanks to extra 
personnel on hand due to 
the blizzard. Normally only 
two individuals would have 
been at the department at 
that time. The department 
noted this as an example 
of the importance of hav-
ing adequate staff to handle 
such emergencies. 

The fire is currently under 
investigation by the Fire 
District 7 Fire Investigation 
Unit and the State Police 
Fire Investigation Unit. A 
suspected cause or source 
of the fire had yet to be offi-
cially presented by fire offi-
cials at the time of writing.

FIRE
continued from page  A1

Upcoming activities at the 
North Brookfield Senior Center

Brookfield Council on Aging 
presents informational program 

on Tri-Valley Inc. services
BROOKFIELD — Area residents are invited to 

attend an in-person presentation with Tri-Valley, Inc. on 
Tuesday, March 10 at 10 a.m. at the Brookfield Council 
on Aging (located at the Brookfield Congregational 
Church).

This informational session will provide an overview 
of Tri-Valley’s programs and services available to older 
adults, caregivers, veterans, and individuals with dis-
abilities, including nutrition services, caregiver support, 
health insurance assistance, and more. 

Attendees can expect a brief presentation, discussion, 
and free giveaways. All are welcome, and questions are 
encouraged.
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W O R C E S T E R 
—  Cornerstone 
Bank  announced a dona-
tion of $5,000 to support 
the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts Department 
of Children and Families 
Youth Financial Education 
Expo, a one day intensive 
program for youth in foster 
care focused on building 
essential financial skills.

 
Cornerstone Bank will 

serve as a Platinum Sponsor 
for the event, which will 
be held at the Marriott in 
Marlborough and is expect-
ed to welcome up to 100 
youth participants. The 
donation will help cover the 
cost of food throughout the 
day and a one hour after 
party, as well as raffle prizes 
that encourage full partici-
pation in the program.

 
“This expo gives young 

people practical tools and 
confidence around man-
aging money, which can 
have a lasting impact well 
beyond the event itself,” 

said Todd Tallman, CEO 
of Cornerstone Bank. “We 
are proud to support an 
initiative that helps foster 
youth take meaningful steps 
toward financial indepen-
dence.”

 
The expo will feature 

hands on instruction and 
individualized support as 
participants learn to use 
financial apps and set up 
accounts. Don Mancini 
will serve as the primary 
presenter, building on his 
previous work delivering 
financial education pro-
grams to youth in foster 
care.

 
About Cornerstone Bank
Cornerstone Bank was 

formed in 2017, born of 
a long history of sup-
porting the community, 
and providing a strong 
foundation to help peo-
ple and businesses thrive. 
Serving Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, Cornerstone 
Bank’s local presence and 
community-based banking 

model enables a unique 
ability to deliver outstand-
ing service, with a per-
sonal touch. Cornerstone, 
which is a subsidiary of 
PeoplesBankCorp, MHC, 
operating independently 
under its own name and 
brand, provides the high-
est level of service and 
expertise for individuals, 
businesses, and commu-
nity organizations with 
branch locations through-
out Central Massachusetts. 
Cornerstone works to con-
nect customers with oppor-
tunities through a broad 
range of deposit and loan 
products and services. Built 
on Trust is not just a tagline, 
but also one of our guiding 
corporate values. Whether 
a business or personal part-
nership, Cornerstone stands 
on the foundation that rela-
tionships are built on trust. 
To learn about Cornerstone 
Bank’s personal and busi-
ness banking offerings, 
please visit  cornerstone-
bank.com  or call 800-939-
9103.

BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

HOUSE CLEAN OUTS

CLEAN OUT
SOLUTIONS

House Clean Outs • Junk Removal
Basements • Garages • Attics 

Whole Houses • Hot Tubs, Pools, 
Sheds Demo & Removal

Serving Central Mass 
Call Skip Gervais

West Brookfield, MA
774-397-6500

www.countryautobodyinc.com
69 Donovan Rd., North Brookfield, MA

508-867-9736

Country Auto Body 
& Tire Center

AUTO & TIRE

 Full  Auto Body 
& Automotive Repair

 Oil Changes | Brakes | Batteries | Tires 
Check Engine Light

Featuring:  
All Major Brand 

Name Tires

Interstate Batteries in stock
Batteries & 

Antifreeze Testing 
Free w/oil change

FULL 
DETAILING 

Inside & Out

508-867-3122
Parts Hotline 888-229-1027

www.davesapp.com
42 W. Main St., Brookfield, MA

NEW & USED APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES
DAVE’S 

APPLIANCE Inc.

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9-6 • Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3

Black 100 series 
Model #SHE3AEM6N $549
Stainless Steel 100 Series 
Model #SHE41CM5N $729

Stainless Steel Fully
 Integrated 300 Series

 w/3rd rack Model #SHS53CD5N 
$1149

Stainless Steel 
Fully Integrated 800 Series 

w/3rd rack Model #SHP78CM5N 
$1499

All 
Major 

Brands
Sales & 
Service

BOSCH BOSCH 
DISHWASHERS!!!DISHWASHERS!!!

  

H: 508-867-6119 C: 508-523-1175

TREE SERVICE

• 101’ Aerial Lift Rental
• Hazardous Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Bobcat Rental
• Lot Clearing
• Storm Clean-up
• Firewood $265/cord (2 cord min)
• Astroturf For Sale
• Asian Longhorn Beetle Certified

McNeely Tree Service
Insured • References

Workmans Comp Insured

TREE SERVICE

“Specializing
In Dangerous Trees”

35+ years’ experience

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

John H. Young, Jr
508.885.TREE

1.800.660.5358

Young’s
 Tree              Service

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181

Contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@
stonebridgepress.news

Leicester Public 
Health Coalition 
hosting opioid 

listening session
LEICESTER – Are you affected by opioids? The 

Leicester Regional Public Health Coalition invites you to 
an Opioid Listening Session March 10 from 4-6 p.m. at the 
Town Hall gym. 

Your voice matters! Help guide how opioid settlement 
funds are used in our communities. Opioid abatement funds 
are settlement dollars provided to Massachusetts commu-
nities to support prevention, treatment, recovery, and harm 
reduction efforts related to the opioid crisis. Come share 
your ideas and help us explore prevention strategies and 
programs to address the opioid crisis.

This event is open to everyone — youth, adults, families 
& friends, loved ones, and those with lived experience. For 
more information, please call (508) 892-7008.

Cornerstone Bank donates 
$5,000 to support Youth 

Financial Education Expo
Bay Path 
alumna 
reaches 

new heights 
in nursing 

career
BRIMFIELD  — In the 

world of healthcare, there 
are those who study the 
field, and then there are 
those who live it from 
the ground up. Carleen 
Berthiaume, RN, a 2019 
graduate of the Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy, 
has officially reached 
a major milestone in her 
decade-long climb, success-
fully passing the NCLEX-
RN (take one!) and obtain-
ing her Registered Nurse 
license this February 2026.

For Berthiaume, the path 
to “RN” was paved with 
grit, determination, and a 
deep-seated commitment to 
service. Her journey began 
nearly 18 years ago in 2008, 
when she first entered the 
healthcare environment not 
in a clinical role, but in 
housekeeping and laundry.

A legacy of excellence at 
Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy

Long before her transi-
tion to Registered Nurse, 
Berthiaume established 
herself as a standout lead-
er within the Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy 
Class of 2019. Her time at 
the Academy was defined 
by a relentless drive for 
both academic and clinical 
mastery.

During her tenure at Bay 
Path, Berthiaume was:

·             A decorated schol-
ar:  Inducted into the 
National Technical Honor 
Society and selected as a 
recipient of the prestigious 
Horatio Alger Scholarship.

·              A competitive 
champion:  She proved her 
clinical mettle under pres-
sure, earning Silver Medals 
as both a District and State 
Champion in the SkillsUSA 
First Aid/CPR competi-
tions.

·       A specialized prac-
titioner:  Even as a student, 
she sought advanced train-
ing, earning certifications 
in Infusion Therapy/Central 
Line Care, Mental Health 
First Aid, and participating 
in SafeTALK suicide alert-
ness training.

Her commitment to the 
“holistic nurse” model was 

evidenced by her nom-
ination for the Clinical 
Excellence Award and her 
receipt of the Community 
Service Award.

A heart for the commu-
nity

Berthiaume’s impact 
at Bay Path extended far 
beyond the classroom. As 
an officer of the UNICEF 
Club, she championed glob-
al causes, but her local vol-
unteerism was equally stag-
gering. From the Charlton 
Senior Center BP Clinic to 
the Medical Reserve Corps 
(MRC), Berthiaume was a 
constant presence at com-
munity health events. Her 
volunteer portfolio includ-
ed the Paxton Health Fair, 
FAFSA Day, Safety Fairs, 
and multiple educational 
fairs for Mass EdCo and 
Bay Path RVTHS.

The long climb
Berthiaume’s career is a 

masterclass in profession-
al evolution. After work-
ing as a Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) starting in 
2012, she sought to deep-
en her clinical knowledge 
by enrolling in Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy. 
Following her graduation in 
2019, she began her career 
as an LPN at Quaboag 
Rehabilitation just as the 
global COVID-19 pandem-
ic began—a “trial by fire” 
that solidified her resilience.

In 2022, she transitioned 
to the medical-surgical 
floor at UMass Memorial 
Harrington Hospital. There, 
she became a trained pre-
ceptor and resource/charge 
nurse, specializing in 

advanced skills like ultra-
sound-guided IV insertion.

Determined to learn
In December 2025, 

Berthiaume completed 
the accelerated LPN-to-
RN Bridge program at 
Quinsigamond Community 
College.

“It’s been a long climb 
to be where I am, and I’ve 
learned so much along the 
way,” Berthiaume reflect-
ed. Quoting Zig Ziglar, she 
added, “’If you are not will-
ing to learn, no one can help 
you. If you are determined 
to learn, no one can stop 
you.’ I’m determined.”

A humbling mission
With her new RN cre-

dentials, Berthiaume has 
accepted a high-stakes Float 
Pool position at Harrington, 
cross-training in the 
Emergency Room and the 
ICU. Despite her advanced 
skills, she remains ground-
ed in the philosophy of ser-
vice.

“The best way to find 
yourself is to lose yourself 
in the service of others,” she 
said, quoting Gandhi. “It’s 
a humbling field that I’m 
proud to be a part of.”

Berthiaume is already 
looking toward the next 
horizon, with plans to enter 
a BSN program within the 
year. For the faculty, staff, 
and alumni at Bay Path 
Practical Nursing Academy, 
her story is a powerful 
reminder that with a foun-
dation in practical nursing 
and a heart for service, there 
is no limit to how high a 
nurse can climb.

From laundry room to RN

www.StonebridgePress.com

news@
stonebridge
press.news

SEND US 
YOUR 

NEWS!!!
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 OVER 30 YEARS SELLING LOCAL REAL ESTATE
NATIONAL ERA FINALIST TWICE FOR CUSTOMER

SERVICE
TOP AGENT YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR # OF UNITS

  SOLD & SOLD DOLLAR VOLUME
ERA HALL OF FAME

Donna Flannery Realtor®
508-612-6771
Donnaflanneryrealtor.com
Donnaflannery@erakey.net

415B Main Street Spencer, MA 01562

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
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 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS         Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann (Nedoroscik)
Szymczak 

CRS, GRI, SRES
508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

Great Location
Accompanied showing to this lot 

which offers Privacy
$100,000

CHARLTON- 5.2 ACRES
INCLUDES A WELL ON PROPERTY

PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937
Maria Reed 508-873-9254
Bob Berk 508-367-9226

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT

10 Dave’s Way $475,00

*3 Bedroom * C/A
*Finished Family Room 

*Hardwood Floors
*Oversized Garage

DUDLEY- RANCH

126 Old Southbridge Rd 
$798,500

*24’ Great Room * 8’ Center 
Island *Hardwood Floors 

Throughout 
*Gas Heat * Fireplace

DUDLEY- 7 ACRES

432 Mower St $319,900

Call Diane for 
a Market Analysis!

#1 Homes for Heroes 
Agent in Mass

WORCESTER
OPPORTUNITY 

MISSED!!!

143 Charlton Road

*3 Bedroom * C/A
*Fireplace * 2 Car 

Garage

SZYMCZAK SELLS
DUDLEY

*3 Bedrooms
*Country itchen w/ Deck overlooking 

Fenced Yard
*1.3 Acres

*A/C
*Totally 
Finished 

Lower 
Level

CHARLTON- PRIVATE SETTING

50 Old Spencer Rd. $525,000

WORCESTER- INVESTORS

29-A Chilmark St $339,000

*Attached 
Multi Level

*2 Bedrooms
*1.5 Baths
*Garage

*Easy Access 
to  UMASS, 

Hospitals 
and Medical 

School

ON DEPOSIT ON DEPOSIT
SOLD

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
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 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Maureen Cimoch * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT   Level landscape 
from house to the waters edge. Sandy bottom 
shoreline! Spectacular Middle Pond which offers 
expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 Bath. Strategic 
placement of existing garage could offer expansion 
possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the grill 
& Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT LIVING AT IT’S FINEST! THIS 
4000+/- SF ** THE VILLA’S at SNUG HARBOR! ** END UNIT** IS 
TRULY A RARE FIND! ONE of ONLY 6 UNITS > Custom Built w/Spe-
cial Features & Upgrades. Offers 4 BRs - 3 are Primary BR Suites w/
private baths, 4-1/2 Baths Total!! The Outstanding direct lakefront lo-
cation provides exceptional Southern panoramic views across Middle 
Pond, a boat dock, & full recreation activities like swimming, fishing, 
kayaking, paddle boarding - - whatever Floats Your Boat ;-) ! Perfect 
setup for entertaining family, friends & guests! Enjoy All 4 Spectacu-
lar Seasons! It’s more than a home - it’s a Life Style!  $1,250,000

=

1640’ direct waterfront on Cedar Lake!  Secluded 11.61 Acres 
- Pristine, Undeveloped, Private & Serene! Preliminary Plan 
suggests the potential  for up to 5 house lots!  119’ roadfront 
w/Gravel Drive Access to Land & Lake!  183 ac+- Cedar Lake is 
full recreational - A Once in a Lifetime Opportunity! $949,000

STURBRIDGE - 66 WESTWOOD DR
 WATERFRONT LAND!

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 
10 NEW STREET

1st Time Offered! An Opportunity 
“To Have & To Hold” Quality Built, 
Respectfully Maintained Two Fam-
ily! Built in 1941 & owned by the 
same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms! Hardwood floors! 
Level lot w/outdoor fireplace!

$499,900

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $625,000

WEBSTER - 20 COOPER RD 

SORRY, SOLD!

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Imagine Yourself in a New Craftsman Style Home ~* 
Tucked away on Cooper Rd, near Webster Lake w/Access 
at Lakeside Beach/Boat Ramp .  Offers 2,250 SF+/- of 
Living Area, 7 Rms, 4 BRs, 2-1/2 Baths! 2 car garage!

 $520,000

SORRY, SOLD!

Featured New Waterfront Listing! 

Webster Lake – 302 Killdeer Island  
Renovated + move-in ready 
lakefront home w/1,700+/- sq 
ft. Open kitchen/dining/living 
w/cathedral ceilings + wall of 
windows. Primary suite w/pri-
vate bath! 2 add’l bedrooms, 
2nd Full bath. Lower level 
family room w/walkout to 
water. Wraparound deck, new 
vinyl railings, terraced yard, 
sandy beach, professional  
landscaping. Many updates 

$775,000

SORRY, SOLD!
Panoramic View,  from this absolutely lovely home. 2600 +/- SF, 3+ 
Beds, 2 full baths,  2 car detached garage! 63’ +/- waterfront.  .37 
Acres! Sandy Waterfront!  $1,100,000

Webster Lake Waterfront - 31 Bayview!!

SORRY, SOLD!

Impressive view! 1/2 acre overlooking Cranberry Meadow Pond! Nice-
ly appointed Colonial, better than new! 3 bedrooms, 2-1/2 Bath! Master 
Bedroom Suite. 2 car garage Howe State Park close by. Deeded Beach 
Rights! a Must See!     assisted sale  $545,000

Astounding Panoramic Views across mid-section of 
Webster Lake! Sun drenched from early morning sun-
rise till sunset! View the lake from all windows. Located 
on a peninsula providing 2 Shorelines. Fireplaced Liv-
ing Room! Recent Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/
walk-in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW Oil Heat! 
Central Air. Garage.       $ 900,000.

Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its Two decades ago, Hope Real Estate Group opened its 
doors with a simple mission: to serve our community by doors with a simple mission: to serve our community by 

helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  helping our Clients navigate the real estate market!  
As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express As we celebrate 20 years of success, we wish to express 
our sincere gratitude for the support of our amazing our sincere gratitude for the support of our amazing 

Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities Clients ~ Past, Present & Future & the Communities 
we serve in MA, CT & RI!  we serve in MA, CT & RI!  

Impressive view! 
Spencer - 86 Jolicoeur Ave.

Tucked away on Cooper Rd. Webster Lake with 
access at Lakeside beach/boat ramp. 3rd of 4 
homes being built at this site. Offers 2,155 sq. 
ft +/- of living area, 7 rms, 4 brs, 2 ½ baths, 9ft 
ceiling, wood flooring throughout with ceramic 
tyle baths. Spacious main BR Suite w/ walk-in 
closet, and private full bathr, double sink vanity, 
finished lower level walk-out w/ slider. Central 
AC, garage $649,900.00 

Webster -
 24 Cooper Rd

New Construction-
Craftsman Style home

SORRY, SOLD!

OPEN HOUSE! Sat. 11 - 1   Sun 11 - 1 
 Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!! On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

Astounding Panoramic Views across 
mid-section of Webster Lake! Sun 
drenched from early morning sunrise till 
sunset! View the lake from all windows. 
Located on a peninsula providing 2 Shore-
lines. Fireplaced Living Room! Recent 
Kitchen & Bath! Primary Bedroom w/walk-
in closet. Hardwood Floors. 2 Baths. FHW 
Oil Heat! Central Air. Garage.      $ 900,000.

OPEN HOUSE! Sat. 11 - 1   Sun 11 - 1 
Webster Lake Waterfront Listing!!

On Indian Point # 10 “Private Rd”

2 -FAMILY  offers 2,354 SF of living 
area!  2 Large Apartments, 5 Spacious 
Rms, 2 BRs, 1 Bath each. Beautiful 
grand front entry foyer with the charm 
of yesteryear! double French doors & 
other unique features. Plenty of Natural 
light that flows into these apartments! 
2nd flr apt has a private enclosed rear 
entry with it’s own outside covered 
porch.  Updates were done to electric 
& roof to accommodate Solar Panels. 
Property was family occupied  $379,900

DUDLEY 
 13 OXFORD AVE

SORRY, SOLD!

REAL ESTATE

Local Emmanuel 
College students make 

Dean’s List 
BOSTON —  In recognition of their outstanding academic achievement, Emmanuel 

College has named more than 950 students to the Dean’s List for the Fall 2025 semester. 
The following local students were named to the Dean’s List:

Kathy Cai, of Leicester. Cai is majoring in Biology.
Abby Doku, of Leicester. Doku is majoring in Criminology & Criminal Justice.
Megan Bokis, of North Brookfield. Bokis is majoring in Nursing.
To earn a spot on the Dean’s List, Emmanuel students must achieve a grade point aver-

age of 3.5 or higher for a 16-credit semester.
With more than 80 majors and areas of study, Emmanuel College combines outstanding 

classroom instruction and real-world experience to prepare students for lives of profession-
al achievement, lifelong learning, and purpose. Voted the #1 college location in America 
in 2025 by Niche.com, Emmanuel offers ready access to world class medical, cultural, and 
business organizations in the Heart of Boston, all with a tight-knit 17-acre campus and 13:1 
student-to-faculty ratio. Learn more at Emmanuel.edu.

Local students Named to 
Holy Cross’ Fall Dean’s List

WORCESTER — College of the Holy Cross congratulates the students named to the 
Fall 2025 Dean’s List for outstanding academic achievement during the spring semester of 
the 2025-26 academic year. The following local students made the list:

Tatiana Coolbaugh of Spencer 
Jenna Dupell of North Brookfield 
Timothy St. John of Leicester 
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must pass four or more letter-graded courses with 

no failing grades during the semester and earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher.
About Holy Cross
The College of the Holy Cross, in Worcester, is among the nation’s leading liberal arts 

institutions. A highly selective, four-year, exclusively undergraduate college of 3,200 stu-
dents, Holy Cross is renowned for offering a rigorous, personalized education in the Jesuit, 
Catholic tradition. Since its founding in 1843, Holy Cross has made a positive impact in 
society by graduating students who distinguish themselves as thoughtful leaders in busi-
ness, professional and civic life.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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The hospitals and services of UMass Memorial Health 

UMass Memorial Medical Center  |  UMass Memorial Medical Group  |  Harrington  

HealthAlliance-Clinton Hospital  |  Milford Regional  |  Community Healthlink

WE’RE GOING TO SPEND TODAY 
CREATING A BETTER TOMORROW.

Because cancer is a terrible thing, and heart disease still exists. Because there are 
questions about the mind and body that still need answers, we’ll continue to be 

relentless in our pursuit of better ways to help you live your healthiest life.

ummhealth.org/choose | 855-UMASS-MD

THE RELENTLESS PURSUIT OF HEALING

furniture were made pos-
sible through grant fund-
ing secured by Assistant 
Superintendent Rich Lind, 
demonstrating the district’s 
commitment to investing 
in high-quality vocational 
education.

The program strength-
ened connections with 
the district’s elementary 
school, creating additional 
opportunities for students 
to observe classrooms, sup-
port special activities, and 
gain exposure to authentic 
early learning environments 
during select times through-
out the year. 

As teacher Nina Ryan 
explains, the library part-
nership added significant 
value.

“While the students 
in the EEC program visit 
the Leicester Elementary 
School and preschool, the 
lessons and observations 
are different,” Ryan said. 
“Seeing the differences 
used in the libraries of a 
multitude of curricula in 
a hands-on way is para-
mount in the program and 
enhances what they see at 
the Elementary school.” 

By engaging with a vari-
ety of curricula, instruction-
al materials, and classroom 
management styles, stu-
dents gain practical insight 
into lesson planning, devel-
opmental expectations, and 
the progression of academ-
ic skills from preschool 
through high school.

During goal-setting ses-
sions, Mr. May, Ms. Ryan, 
and Ms. Bongovio recog-
nized that students could 
benefit from the opportuni-
ties offered at local librar-
ies, where they could apply 
what they were learning by 
working with children and, 
in turn, fully develop their 
skills and confidence. That 
conversation led to an inno-
vative solution: partnering 
with the Auburn Public 

Library and the Leicester 
Public Library.

Under the leadership of 
Auburn Library Director 
Michael Zeller and Youth 
Services Librarian Andrea 
Colibrì, Auburn Public 
Library has welcomed 
Leicester High School 
EEC students into its youth 
programming spaces. The 
library provides a natu-
ral setting for students to 
engage with young children 
and families through story 
times, literacy activities, 
and interactive learning 
experiences.

“I am very excited to 
work with LHC high school 
students, particularly stu-
dents interested in youth-fo-
cused careers and educa-
tion. I feel very strongly 
that high school students 
should have opportunities 
to gain hands-on experience 
for professions they might 
be interested in pursuing. 
The Alphabits program I 
designed is a perfect oppor-
tunity for these high school 
students to observe and 
assist with because it is very 

similar to an early literacy 
lesson you might find in a 
preschool or kindergarten 
classroom,” said Colibrì.

“It’s been our absolute 
pleasure to host the stu-
dents from LHS at a num-
ber of our child-focused 
programs,” said Michael 
Zeller, Director of the 
Auburn Public Library. 
“The Auburn Public 
Library is dedicated to 
social engagement and life-
long learning, so it’s been 
really wonderful to provide 
these students the chance 
to gain experiences and 
develop skills that will help 
them better engage with 
their future careers and the 
world. As a librarian, I’m 
always excited whenever 
I’m able to help someone 
learn and grow. It’s really 
what the job is all about.”

At the Leicester Public 
Library, Children’s 
Librarian Kaeleigh Hart 
has also seen the positive 
impact of the collaboration 
firsthand. 

“Having the EEC stu-
dents in Storytime at the 

library has been a wonder-
ful addition. Seeing them 
gain confidence in reading 
and interacting with the 
children is exactly what we 
had in mind in collaborat-
ing with the school!” she 
said.

For the high school stu-
dents, the experience bridg-

es the gap between theory 
and practice. They are able 
to implement lesson plans, 
practice classroom man-
agement techniques, and 
observe child development 
in action—all under the 
guidance of their instructors 
and library professionals.

“Creating opportunities 
for my students to engage 
in real-world early child-
hood settings helped them 
see the impact of teaching 
and interactions firsthand. 
Through partnerships with 
Leicester and Auburn pub-
lic libraries, they are able to 
observe and participate in 
playgroups that help devel-
op both professional skills 
and a deeper understanding 
of child development,” said 
Bongovio.

For the library and com-
munity, the partnership 
expands youth program-
ming while strengthening 
connections between local 
schools and public resourc-
es. Families benefit from 
engaging activities, and 
children gain exposure to 
enthusiastic future educa-
tors.

“This partnership reflects 
what vocational education 
is all about,” said May. 
“Our students are learning 

not just in the classroom, 
but from authentic experi-
ences that prepare them for 
careers in early childhood 
education.”

The collaboration also 
highlights the power of 
community partnerships in 
public education. By bring-
ing together school lead-
ership, district administra-
tion, teachers, elementary 
school partners, and local 
library staff, the program 
demonstrates how shared 
goals can lead to innovative 
solutions.

As the year continues, 
both Leicester High School 
and Auburn Public Library 
hope to expand oppor-
tunities for EEC students 
to deepen their hands-on 
experience.

“What began as a con-
versation about goals has 
grown into a partnership 
that benefits students, fam-
ilies, and the broader com-
munity alike,” said May.

Through creativity, 
collaboration, and com-
mitment, Leicester High 
School’s Early Education 
and Care program is help-
ing shape the next gener-
ation of educators—one 
story time at a time.

LIBRARY
continued from page  A1

During our visit to the Auburn Library EEC student, Estefania Agguire is working with a community 
child in a sensory bin.  The letter for the day was “C.”  The bin was filled with gold coins and the 
children were instructed to search for hidden letters of the alphabet. 

Leicester Garden Club 
meets Wednesday

LEICESTER — Last year, the Leicester Garden Club celebrated 20 years in existence 
with a banquet at the Pine Ridge Country Club. We had Al Deluca as our guest speaker, 
and he demonstrated arrangements that our members could make.

As we begin a new season, on Wednesday, March 11 at 7 p.m. at the Leicester Senior 
Center, we will have Christie Higginbottom, guest speaker and member, present our first 
event. Her presentation will feature how to plan a productive kitchen garden. She will share 
practical tips on garden design, companion planting, succession sowing and crop rotation. 
It applies to growing in raised beds and traditional rows. You should leave with a plan to 
maximize harvest and keep your garden producing all season.

We always accept new members. We begin our season in March, and meet the second 
Wednesday of the month until November. Most of the meetings are held at the Leicester 
Senior Center. Once a year, we usually take a trip to a nursery or a garden. We have a great 
plant sale in June for the public, which is our fundraiser. With proceeds from the fundraiser, 
we give back to the town with different projects. We always end our meetings with refresh-
ments and time to socialize. Our club would love to welcome you.


