


CHARLTON — Get ready to 
roll! The Charlton Rutabaga Roll 
is back, and we’re excited to an-

nounce that this beloved com-
munity event will take place on 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, during the 
last official Farmers market of 
the season in the Charlton Com-
mon.

 Join us for an afternoon filled 
with fun, laughter, and friendly 
competition as we roll root vege-
tables across the common in pur-
suit of  this year’s trophy!

The Rutabaga Roll is a free-to-
play event where participants aim 
to roll their rutabaga as close as 
possible to the center post. Vegeta-
bles will be provided, so just bring 
your enthusiasm and be ready to 
compete! 

The Farmers Market will be 
open from 4 to 7 p.m., and the Ru-
tabaga Roll, along with the Kid’s 
Turnip Toss, will kick off  at 5 p.m.

Last year, Parker and Mandy 
were crowned champions in the 
kids' division, taking home the 
trophies. Who will rise to the chal-
lenge this year?

Charlton Grange #92 Would 
like to extend a big thanks to the 
Charlton Business Alliance for 
their volunteer support and for 
ensure the success of  our second 
annual event.

Mark your calendars and come 
enjoy an afternoon of  fun with us 
at the Charlton Common!  
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1st Month Free!
Climate Controlled

860.792.1088                North Grosvenordale, CT
www.superiorstoragect.com

www.thecapstone.group

Located at Cornerstone Bank
200 Charlton Road (Suite B), Sturbridge, MA

Visit our website to schedule your courtesy retirement checkup today!

MULTIFAMILY 
YARD SALE 

September 
7th and 8th 

Rt. 9 on Flatts
 in East Brookfield 

Something for everyone! 

FOLDABLE 
ELECTRIC BIKE 
Fits SUV, car trunk,

 & RV
Reasonable offer

Come see, 
great condition

Comes with charger,
 helmet, and lock

Oxford, MA 
Call 508-439-1234

Church Listings
• Central Baptist Church
        256 Main St.,  Southbridge, MA 01550
        Tel 508/764-6365; Worship 10:00 A.M.
• Charlton Federated Church, 64 Main St., 
508- 248-5550,  Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. Sum-
mer worship is 9:30 a.m.
 www.charltonfedchurch.org 
• Charlton Baptist Church, 50 Hammond Hill 
Road, 248-4488,www.charltonbaptist.org, Sun-
day worship 10 a.m.
• Charlton City United Methodist, 74 Staf-
ford St.  248-7379, web site: CharltonCityUMC.
org
Sunday worship and Children’s church 10am
•St. Anne St. Patrick Church, 16 Church St., 
Fiskdale (508) 347-7338 
www.stannestpatparish.com 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am, 10 
am, 12 noon, Youth Mass (September to May) 5 
pm.  Daily Mass Mon - Thurs 7:30 and 10 am, Fri 
and Sat 7:30 am
• St. Joseph’s Church, 10 H. Putnam Ext, 248-
7862, www.stjosephscharlton.com, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m., Sunday Mass 8 a.m., Sun-
day Family Mass 10 a.m., Sunday LifeTEEN 
Mass 5 p.m., Weekday Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.
• Hope Christian Fellowship, 6 Haggerty 
Road, 248-5144
• Assemblies of  God Southern New En-
gland District Headquarters, Route 20, 248-
3771, snedag.org, Office hours Monday-Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
• Living Word Church of  Charlton, 10 Main 
Street - Grange building 1st Floor, Charlton, 
Ma 01507, Pastor Craig Bellisario, (508) 233-8349 
Sunday Service  10:00am. 
www.livingwordhcarlton.com
 info@livingwordcharlton.com
• New Life Fellowship A/G, SNED Chapel, 
307 Sturbridge Road, Rt. 20, Charlton, MA, 
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
• Federated Church of  Sturbridge and Fisk-
dale-  8 Maple St. Sturbridge, 774-304-1021  
www.sturfed.org
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
• Bethlehem Lutheran Church- 345 Main 
Street, Sturbridge, MA 01566
Phone 508-347-7297
Web: www.bethlehemsturbridge.org
Services - Sunday 9:00 am 
Pastor Dan Purtell
• Holland Congregation Church
“Where the Bible is preached.”
11 Sturbridge Road, Holland, 413-245-9926
Hollandchurch.org
Sunday Service @ 10:00 am
Pastor Dan Maketansky
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
446 Hamilton St., Southbridge, MA 01550
Phone: 508-765-9559 
Web: www.holytrinitysouthbridge.org
Sunday Service 11:00 am
Pastor Dan Purtell

Open to Close

Charlton Town Hall (508) 248-2200
Office Hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
........................................ 7:30 a.m to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesdays............................7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday.................................................... Closed

visit www.townofcharlton.net 
or more information.

Individual offices may vary
Public Library (248-0452)

For library hours please check
 www.charltonlibrary.org

Police Department (248-2250)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For emergencies, dial 911

Fire Department (248-2299)
Monday to Friday................. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Post Offices
Charlton Center Post Office.... (800) 275-8777
Charlton City (01508) ..............  (800) 275-8777

Schools
Dudley-Charlton Regional School District 
....................................................(508) 943-6888
Charlton Elementary School 
......................  (508) 248-7774 or (508) 248-7435
Heritage School ......................  (508) 248-4884
Charlton Middle School...........(508) 248-1423
Shepherd Hill Regional High School
....................................................(508) 943-6700
Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical 
High School (508) 248-5971 or (508) 987-0326

Villager Almanac

HOLLAND: 413-245-7108
Mon – Thurs 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

FISKDALE: 508-347-6486
Weekdays 9:00-4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

STURBRIDGE 508-347-6463
Weekdays 8:30 – 5:00 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

BRIMFIELD:  413-245-3451
Weekdays: 9:00 – 4:30 and Sat. 9:00 -12:00

WALES: 413-245-9808
Weekdays 8:30 – 12:30 and 2:00 – 4:30 and 

Sat. 9:00 – 12:00

Southbridge Town Hall
Monday-Wednesday: 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m.-12 p.m.

Jacob Edwards Public Library

Monday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Tuesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
 Friday: 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (May 25 

will be our last open Saturday until 
Labor Day) Sunday: Closed  

Charlton Rutabaga Roll returns 
Sept. 11!

Country Bank VP Jodie 
Gerulaitis recognized 

as Community Hero by 
Worcester Red Sox

WORCESTER — Country Bank is excited to announce 
that Jodie Gerulaitis, its Vice President of  Community 
Relations, has been honored as a Community Hero by the 
Worcester Red Sox. This recognition highlights Jodie's 
commitment and unwavering dedication to serving the lo-
cal community.

Gerulaitis’ passionate advocacy for educators and local 
non-profit leaders through Country Bank's partnership 
with the WooSox Foundation Programs has had a profound 
impact on the community.

Her support in recognizing leaders and educators 
throughout the region is evident through the Most Valu-
able Teacher Program and The WooStars initiative. The 
Most Valuable Teacher Program celebrates the achieve-
ments of  nine exceptional teachers at their schools and 
the park. Similarly, The WooStars Program recognizes the 
outstanding work of  nine local non-profit leaders. These 
programs, championed by Jodie, exemplify her passion, 
dedication, and desire to make a meaningful difference in 
the community. 

“One of  the most rewarding aspects of  our work in the 
community is our work with Country Bank," said WooSox 
President Dr. Charles Steinberg. "Constantly, at the heart of 
each program, is the omnipresent Jodie Gerulaitis. Wher-
ever we are in the region, trying to make an impact, she's 
there already, welcoming us to join her. Her passion and 
pursuit of  community impact is inspiring."

For more information about Country Bank and its com-
munity initiatives, please visit www.countrybank.com.

About Country Bank
Country Bank is a full-service $1.8B mutual commu-

nity bank serving Central and Western Massachusetts 
with 14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brim-
field, Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton, Springfield and Worcester. With a commitment 
to personalized service and community involvement, 
Country Bank offers individuals, businesses, and munic-
ipalities a comprehensive range of  banking products and 
services. Country Bank is a member of  FDIC, DIF, and the 
SUM network. Country Bank can be reached at 800-322-8233 
or online at countrybank.com.
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PROMOTION ENDS September 21, 2024

$1848*
*Promotion Price

Valid when you bring this ad.  
Ends September 21, 2024
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

•Bottles • Crocks •Jugs •Costume Jewelry • Pottery •Toys
 • Games • Glassware •Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold 

• Silver Plated Items •Watches •Typewriters •Sewing Machines 
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns •Lamps • Kitchenware 

• Cookware •Knives •Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic 
• Fire Dept • Musical Instruments & Much More

CALL DONALD ROY 860-874-8396

BOY SCOUT TROOP 273
FALL YARD SALE

 Saturday, September 14th

Universal Tag Parking Lot, 36 Hall Road, Dudley 
Early Birds (8am to 9am) $10.00 per person fee

9am until 3pm FREE   We accept CREDIT CARDS!”
24,000 sq.ft. of yard sale items   ONE DAY ONLY

Pick your items and Make an offer!

Grouped Items: Electronics - stereos, speakers, etc. (no 
TV’s)  Tools - hand tools, lights, flooring etc.. Furniture - Ta-
bles, chairs, bed frames, cabinets, hutches, etc.. House-
wares - glassware, dishes, pictures, mirrors, bowls, 
cups, small appliances Sporting goods - Bikes, skies, 
baseball equipment, golf, exercise equipment Clothes 
- shirts, pants, jackets, shoes, bags Kids toys and baby 
items - high chairs, bouncy, games, Antiques

4 ALMOST NEW 
WINTER SNOW TIRES

( 2 - 3 thousand miles)
Firestone Winterforce LT 

tires.
Size, 

LT225/75 
R16

(40,000 mile 
tread life)

Paid $160.00 each.
Sell for $80.00 each.

John (508)596-8065

Complete Site Work 
Including:

Excavating • Bulldozing  
Trucking • Demolition

 • Stump Removal 
 • Timber Harvesting
• Yard Expansions
 & Tree Removal 

• Lot Clearing
 • Cellar Holes 

• Septic Systems  
•Lawn Installation
 • Retaining Walls 

• Fields Made
860-382-5071

Field Stone and 
Firewood for sale

SITE WORK

Bay Path Practical Nursing Academy Director 
attends UMass Boston film screening

BOSTON — Gretheline Bolandrina, DHA, MSN 
Ed, RN, CRRN of  Dudley (formerly of  Douglas), 
Academy Director for Bay Path Practical Nursing 
Academy of  Charlton enjoyed a night at the movies. 
The screening of  multifaceted mosaics – film project 
2024, “Filipino American Experience,” was held at 
the University of  Massachusetts Boston (UMass Bos-
ton), campus center ballroom. 

The film screening showcased films created by 
UMass Boston's Filipino American Beacon Voyages 
for Service 2023-2024 team. The film screening was 
hosted by UMass Boston’s Filipino Cultural Club: 
Hoy! Pinoy! The films highlighted the members’ ser-
vice trip to the West Coast and their vulnerable con-
nections with their Filipino American and greater 
identities. The common theme explored at the “by 
invitation only event” was “what does it mean to be 
Filipino.”

“Filipino American Experience, at UMass Bos-
ton,” explained Dr. Bolandrina, “resonates with our 
efforts at the Academy for our practical nursing stu-
dents to honor and celebrate diversity.” 

She is grateful to Fasha Banson, President, and 
Performance Coordinator for Hoy! Pinoy! for the in-
vitation to attend the screening. 

According to Banson, “The intention of  these films 
are to demonstrate and honor the diversity found 
within the context of  Filipino American Identities. 
These films are products of  a larger experience-an 
educational immersive trip that blossomed from the 
need and desire for Filipina/x/o American studies 
within the UMass Boston Asian American studies 
program.” 

Further, Banson adds, “The trip, was hosted under 
UMass Boston’s OSLCE Beacon Voyages for service 
program. The students experienced unforgettable 
moments of  deep learning, reflection, and affirma-
tion while engaging with inspirational Filipino high 
school youth, expert teachers/mentors, elected offi-
cials, and residents of  the I-Hote.” 

Banson is a nursing student at UMass Boston. 
“Perhaps, the invitation extended to me will in-

clude the Bay Path Practical Nursing community 

Courtesy

Pictured from left: Fasha Banson, Evelyn Dusaban, BSN, RN, and Gretheline 
Bolandrina.

next time,” said Bolandrina. “Also, the prac-
tical nursing students at Bay Path are active 
with community service and service learn-
ing. Seeing this come together will be truly 
inspiring. I enjoyed this opportunity to gain 
experience and insight about the challenges, 
experiences, and anxieties of  the younger 
Filipino Americans, reflect upon my identi-
ty, the nursing profession, and celebrate as a 
community.”

Banson introduced the screening and 
thanked all the attendees. After she spoke, 
and upon viewing her film segment, “Kagan-
dahan (Beauty),” which she wrote, directed, 
and produced, all were in awe of  her work. 

“It took me a long time to realize that 
what it took to feel that way was within me 
all along. A journey of  self-discovery and re-
claiming one's identity in the face of  societal 
pressures,” Banson concluded. 

To learn more about their work and 
view the films visit their YouTube Chan-
nel: https://lnkd.in/eqBYA345.

Charlton Public Library wants you…
to get a library card!

CHARLTON — September is Library Card Sign-up Month, and Charlton Li-
brary wants to put library cards into the hands of  every resident who doesn’t 
already have a card…no matter if  you are five or ninety-five years old! With a 
library card you can discover new and exciting worlds! Sure you can use it to 
borrow books, books on CD, DVDs, magazines, puzzles, museum passes, hotspots, 
and a whole bunch of  other cool stuff  (did you know we have a metal detector, 
ukuleles, an ice cream maker, bocce, badminton, disc golf, and now pickleball 
paddles)? 

A library card also gets you access to streaming movies, downloadable eBooks 
and audiobooks, online educational resources, Do-It-Yourself  classes, concerts, 
and research databases! There is so much you can access with a library card…
and all free to you! If  you don’t already have a card, stop by Charlton Public Li-
brary during the month of  September to get one and you will be entered into a 
drawing to win a Chromebook! Charlton Public Library is located at 40 Main St. 
in Charlton.
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BOAT OWNERS

Tops • Interiors • Covers
Marc Bouvier  508-867-8072

"Quality counts  
when no one  
is looking."

Asphalt paving  
for over 50 years!

Driveways Parking LotsPipe Work, Drains Seal CoatingFree Estimates

KeyesPaving.com | 508-347-7499
Fully Insured • Owner/Operator

A MEMBER FOR 25+ YEARS

ASPHALT PAVING

774-261-5181
508-892-4193 • Leicester, MA

Fully Insured

Your Local Roll-Off Specialist

Roll Off Containers
Weekend Dumpsters  
for the Homeowner

Houses • Attics • Cellars 
Construction Sites 10-15-20 Yd.

FALL
Special 

10 yd. Rental 1 Ton

$335
3 sizes available. Call for pricing.

L O C A L  S E R V I C E  P R O V I D E R S

Excavation/ Site work •Utilities Trenching
Drainage/ Water Mitigation • Demolition/ Large junk removal

Land Clearing • Stumping • Farm Services/ Fencing
Brush Control & Mowing • More...

Hillside Excavaction & Property Maintenance

HILLSIDE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

774-633-0892             HillsideDigging@gmail.com

SOUTHBRIDGE — 
The Ruth Wells Center 
for the Arts, located at 
111 Main St. in South-
bridge, is very excited 
to announce the open-
ing of  the annual mem-
bers show on Saturday, 
Sept. 7 from noon to 4 
p.m. The opening recep-
tion is free and open to 
the public and will fea-
ture light refreshments. 
The galleries will be 
filled with an array of 
art- watercolors, oils, 
acrylics, photos, prints 
and more from 20 art-
ists from Worcester 
county, western Mas-
sachusetts and nearby 
Connecticut. 

The Ruth Wells 
Center, also known 
as Quinebaug Valley 
Council for the Arts 
and Humanities, start-
ed in 1976 and offers art 
workshops for adults 
and youth, open studio 
for artists, music jam 
sessions as well as Hol-
iday craft festival and 
outdoor festivals high-
lighting live music and 
craft vendors. Despite 
the pandemic, The Ruth 
Wells Center continues 
to thrive.

The September mem-

bers show is always 
eagerly anticipated. 
There are so many tal-
ented artists in this 
area. The galleries will 
be open Saturday and 
Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. 

throughout the month.
Along with the art 

show, Saturday will 
host a tag sale (rain 
date Sept. 14) on the 
front lawn from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Vendors will 

offer a collection of  col-
lectibles and treasures 
at reasonable prices. Be 
sure to stop by. There 
will also be a booth sell-
ing delicious pizza!

Members show opens at  
Ruth Wells Center 

Southbridge 
Lions Club 
Cornhole 

Tournament fast 
approaching!

S O U T H B R I D G E 
— The Southbridge Li-
ons Club is sponsoring its 
annual Cornhole Tourna-
ment on Saturday, Sept. 
28. 

The event is being held 
at the Southbridge Com-
munity Center, 153 Chest-
nut St. in Southbridge. 
Registration will start at 
10 a.m., and the bags will 
fly promptly at 12 noon. 
This is a bring your own 
partner Non-Pro Tour-
nament. The cost is $60 
for a team of  two. The 
prizes awarded are: 1st 
place - $1,000, 2nd place - 
$500, and 3rd place - $250. 
There will be two to four 
games of  round robin 
into double elimination 
depending on attendance. 
After the round robin the 
bottom twelve teams will 
go into a single elimina-
tion consolation tourney 
which pays $100 to first 
place, and $50 to second 
place. 

OXFORD — bank-
Hometown has received 
the 2024 Corporate Cit-
izenship Award from 
Boston Business Jour-
nal, recognizing the 
bank as one of  Massa-
chusetts’ top corporate 
charitable contributors. 
It’s the fifth year in a row 
that bankHometown has 
received the honor.

 
The Business Jour-

nal annually publish-
es this list to showcase 
companies that promote 
and prioritize giving 
back to their communi-
ties. Through its spon-
sorship and charitable 
giving program, The 
Giving Tree, bankHome-
town and the Home-
town Bank Community 

Foundation support 
non-profit organizations 
and causes throughout 
Worcester and Wind-
ham Counties. In 2023, 
The Giving Tree donat-
ed nearly $400,000 and 
over the last decade has 
donated more than $2.7 
million.

 
“It is with honor that 

we present our list of 
the Top Charitable Con-
tributors in Massachu-
setts – companies who 
gave $100,000 or more 
to Massachusetts-based 
in charities in 2023. Col-
lectively, they gave $362 
million in cash contri-
butions – a true example 
of  the business commu-
nity coming together to 
help those in need,” said 

Boston Business Jour-
nal Market President 
and Publisher Carolyn 
Jones.

“We’re so proud to be 
recognized once again 
as a good corporate cit-
izen, because it’s truly 
a reflection of  our core 
values,” said bank-
Hometown President & 
CEO Robert J. Morton. 
“We strive to unlock po-
tential in the communi-
ties we live and work in 
and hope we can solve 
our biggest problems by 
working together.” 

 
This year, 100 compa-

nies have qualified for 
the distinction by re-
porting at least $100,000 
in cash contributions 

bankHometown named among most charitable 
companies in Massachusetts

There will also be ten 
sets of  sponsored corn-
hole boards raffled. You 
can get tickets in advance 
for the cornhole board 
raffle at one of  the fol-
lowing generous spon-
sors: The Mellow Tiger, 
Maqui's Bar, Hearthstone 
Market, Morin Jewel-
ers, Ruben's Transport, 
Dave's Pest Control, Mill 
St. Realtors, A&M tool, 
Place Motors, and Milton 
Cat.  

In addition to a 50/50 
raffle there will also be 
basket raffles. Plus, every-
one attending the tourna-
ment will receive a raffle 
ticket at the door good 
for the door prize, a set 
of  Lion's Club cornhole 
boards. An assortment of 
food, beer and wine will 
also be available. 

If  you have any ques-
tions or would like to pre-
reg

to Massachusetts-based 
charities last year as not-
ed above. The honorees 
this year include compa-
nies from such industry 
sectors as financial and 
professional services, 
health care, technology, 
retail, and professional 
sports. 

                                                                                  
About bankHome-

town 
Founded in 1889, 

bankHometown is head-
quartered in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. We have 
$1.4 billion in assets and 
offer a complete line of 
consumer and business 
deposit and lending 

products and services 
through 16 branch-
es located throughout 
Central Massachusetts 
and northeast Connecti-
cut. We’re proud to fulfill 
our community banking 
mission—providing in-
dividualized financial 
support, a suite of  com-
prehensive products 
and services, and smart 
banking technology—all 
to ensure our customers 
can unlock their poten-
tial and build a success-
ful future.

 
Through our spon-

sorship and charitable 
giving program, The 

Giving Tree, bankHome-
town and the Home-
town Bank Community 
Foundation support 
non-profit organizations 
and causes throughout 
Worcester and Windham 
Counties. In 2023 alone, 
The Giving Tree donat-
ed nearly $400,000 and 
over the last decade has 
donated more than $2.7 
million. bankHometown 
is proud to be named a 
Corporate Citizenship 
Award winner by Boston 
Business Journal for the 
past five years. For more 
information, visit bank-
hometown.com.



our community banking 
mission—providing in-
dividualized financial 

support, a suite of  com-
prehensive products 
and services, and smart 

banking technology—all 
to ensure our customers 
can unlock their poten-

tial and build a success-
ful future.

 
Through our sponsor-

ship and charitable giv-
ing program, The Giving 
Tree, bankHometown 
and the Hometown Bank 
Community Foundation 
support non-profit or-
ganizations and causes 
throughout Worcester 
and Windham Counties. 
In 2023 alone, The Giv-
ing Tree donated nearly 
$400,000 and over the last 
decade has donated more 
than $2.7 million. bank-
Hometown was proud to 
be named a 2023 Corpo-
rate Citizenship Award 
winner by Boston Busi-
ness Journal. For more 
information, visit bank-
hometown.com.
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Don’t Pay Too Much for Propane

DON’T PAY TOO MUCH FOR OIL!
•Thursday price 8/29/24 was $3.19 per gallon*

100 gallon minimum
ONLINE ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE AT 

www.charltonoil.com

“Call Us First!”
*prices subject to change

508-248-9797

Tanks Filled 
to 80%
Driver 

Discretion

0-50 ................ $5.70
50-75 .............. $3.40
75-150 ............ $3.05
150-300 ..........$2.75

300-500 ...............$2.55
500 PLUS .............$2.40
Duel Fuel .............$3.75
Drop off Tanks .....$3.00

PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL PROPANE  PRICE PER GAL

409 Main St. Southbridge, MA 
morinjewelers.com • 508-764-7250 

Located at CVS Plaza

JEWELERS
Fine Jewelry & Gifts

The Jewelry store where you buy with confidence

M A S T E R        J E W E L E R S ™

b r i l l i a n c e  y o u  d e s e r v e ®

All types of Jewelry Repairs

Specializing 
in Custom Designs

WE BUY GOLD

Morse Lumber Co., Inc.

Toll Free 1-800-764-3231 or 508-764-3231
“Quality Materials and Service Since 1951”

Building Materials & Supplies
Lumber • Insulation • Mouldings

Drywall • Ceilings • Flooring
Hardware • Cements • Siding • Roofing  

Windows • Doors • Concrete Block
Sawmill Products

Rough Sawn  • Dimension Lumber
Boards • Timbers • Industrial Lumber

994 North Woodstock Road
(Rt. 169) - 1/2 mile from CT line
Southbridge, MA 01550
www.morse-lumber.com

570 Main Street • rt. 20 • FiSkdale, Ma
tel: 508-347-0116 • Fax: 508-347-6985

Visit our store for 
WEEKLY SPECIALS!
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bankHometown promotes Henrichon to 
senior assistant branch manager

Kimberley Henrichon

MILLBURY — bank-
Hometown recently pro-
moted Kimberley Henri-
chon to senior assistant 
branch manager, based 
in its 109 Elm St., Mill-
bury office.

 
Henrichon, of  Mill-

bury, has more than 35 
years of  banking expe-
rience. She started her 
career in banking as a 
teller at Millbury Sav-
ings Bank in 1989 and 
has held various retail 
and customer service 
roles at bankHometown 
throughout her time 
with the bank.

 
Henrichon studied 

business at Quinsiga-
mond Community Col-
lege and Becker College 

and has a certificate in 
Finance/Banking from 
the American Institute 
of  Banking’s Banking 
School. She is current-
ly a member of  the Elks 
Club of  Auburn. 

               
 
About bankHome-

town
Founded in 1889, 

bankHometown is head-
quartered in Oxford, 
Massachusetts. We have 
$1.4 billion in assets and 
offer a complete line 
of  consumer and busi-
ness deposit and lending 
products and services 
through 16 branch-
es located throughout 
Central Massachusetts 
and northeast Connecti-
cut. We’re proud to fulfill 



It’s the end of  the sum-
mer, and time to gear up 
for another season of 
tips and tricks to make 
life a little easier!  From 
late season lawn and gar-
den tips to keeping corn 
fresh and herbs bright, 
the following roundup 
offers an array of  timely tips:

And remember readers, send in 
your favorite hints and you will be 
in the running to win a three course 
dinner for two at the Publick House in 
Sturbridge!

**
Herb Helpers: Harvesting herbs 

from the fall garden? When chopping 
fresh herbs such as basil and tarra-
gon, sprinkle the leaves with a few 
drops of  olive oil. This effectively 
slows the darkening of  the chopped 
leaves.

And, if  you want to enhance the 
flavor of  dried herbs, simply chop up 
some fresh parsley with them! 

**
Citronella - It’s Not just for Bugs: 

Before you toss this season's supply 
of  (essential, not fragrance) citronel-
la oil, take note:  Skin-safe citronella 
oil is effective in soothing aches and 
pains. The oil produces a subtle sen-
sation of  warmth when diluted in a 
massage oil and applied to the skin. 
Dilute three drops of  skin safe cit-
ronella essential oil per teaspoon of 
massage oil.  Try using this mixture 
in a friction massage to bring relief 
to painful joints. Note: Only use skin-
safe (derived from plants) essential oil 
on skin.

**
 
Cool Corn: Want that newly picked 

ear of  late season corn to stay fresher 
longer? Pick ears early in the morn-
ing, immediately husk and plunge in 
an ice bath, until the ears are cooled 
to 37 degrees. Then place the corn in 
plastic bags in the refrigerator where 
they should stay fresh and sweet for 
up to two weeks.

**
 
Fall Lawn Tips: Proper water-

ing can be the key to a fantastic fall 
lawn. Lawn experts claim a healthy 
lawn with a good root system doesn't 
require watering more than one to 
three times per week. The bottom 
line? Your lawn needs about an inch 
of  water once every seven to ten days 
to grow strong roots. 

**
Divide and Conquer: Not sure if́ it’s 

time to divide your perennials? It is 

if  they start taking over 
other plants, the center 
of  a plant looks weak, or 
when blooms are smaller 
than they have been in 
previous years. Spring 
blooming perennials 
are best divided in the 
fall. Mid-summer or fall 

blooming perennials should be divid-
ed the next spring.

**
 
Lure in the Big One: It’s still peak 

fresh water fishing weather, and all it 
may take is a few spices from the cup-
board to up your odds of  catching a 
big one! Try this old time recipe:  Mix 
together four ounces ground fennel 
seed and one ounce ground allspice. 
Sprinkle in two drops oil of  cloves. 
Jar it up to cure for a day or two. Then 
just put a drop on fish bait. and reel 
'em in! 

**
 
Sizzling Steak Secrets: Firing up 

the grill for a sizzling steak? New York 
Times 'Minimalist' and cookbook au-
thor Mark Bittman claims the five 
best steaks for grilling are: rib eye, 
skirt, sirloin, t-bone and flank steaks, 
one inch think. His secret? Dry the 
steaks with paper towels then grill 
them without turning for three min-
utes

**
Pep Up Indoor Plants: Has your 

indoor plants taken a back seat to 
your summertime gardening chores? 
Now’s the time to give them some 
TLC!  To make your dull indoor plants 
glow, feed them a tablespoon of  castor 
oil, mixed with water. 

And did you know that simply 
dusting the leaves of  your indoor 
plants exposes them to more benefi-
cial light?

**
 
More Plant Pointers: If  you are us-

ing a flowerpot with large draining 
holes, you can prevent leaks simply 
by placing a large coffee filter into the 
bottom of  the pot.  

Tired of  watering indoor plants ev-
ery day?  Try grandma’s old tip:  Cut 
up an old sponge into small pieces and 
add it to the potting mix to prevent 
having to water plants as often.

**
 
Win Dinner for Two
Your tips can win you a great din-

ner for two at the historic Publick 
House Historic Inn in Sturbridge! 

I’m sure we’re all 
remember the events 
of  Jan. 6, 2021, and 
July 13.  July 13 was 
the date of  the as-
sassination attempt 
on former President 
Trump.

	 It is a sign of  how divided 
we are that there were and are many 
thoughts and reactions to that at-
tempt.  On some level, we all agree, I 
think (I hope), that the unnecessary 
violence was sad, unfortunate, and 
not a solution to any problems.  How-
ever, some add that President Trump 
brought the violence upon himself  by 
stoking a culture of  fear and violence.  
Others argue that the attempt is a 
sign that we should all line up behind 
Trump because there are clearly evil 
forces against him.  And a whole host 
of  other, related comments.  

	 I’m not going to delve into 
what we should think.  I’d get into 
trouble with at least half  of  the read-
ers.  What I will say, though, is that the 
assassination attempt itself  as well as 
our divided reaction to it, proves that 
we need to calm down.  As a coun-
try, as a community, we need to slow 
down and remember that politics and 
political parties do not, or should not, 
define us as people.  

Those that we are often ‘fighting’ 
against in the political arena are ul-
timately our neighbors and friends, 

people that we love 
and respect.  We all 
believe that we know 
what is best and 
right for our coun-
try and community.  
That means we will 
disagree, but it also 

means we share the same goal: what 
is best and right for us.  We should fo-
cus on our common ground, that we 
are indeed neighbors, we live here to-
gether.

To again refocus on our common 
ground, as I said, we need to slow 
down and calm down.  We need to 
pray for peace, generally and amongst 
ourselves.  

About 50 people from the commu-
nity joined us for our ecumenical 
peace vigil the week after the assas-
sination attempt and we hope more 
will join us for another ecumenical 
peace vigil we’ll hold in October, 
likely on the 30th.  Even if  we don’t 
want to love one another, we need to 
relearn how to live in peace with one 
another, especially if  we don’t get our 
way.  Verbal and actual violence in 
any public forum shouldn’t happen 
again.  We’re still in this together.  
We still live next door to one another.  
Wherever we are on the political spec-
trum, I hope you’ll join us in praying 
for greater peace in our communities 
and country that we may live well and 
civilly together again.
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A salute to 
workers 

As we fire up the grills, enjoy the 

last days of  summer, and maybe even 

hit the beach one more time, let’s learn 

a bit about the origins of  Labor Day. 

This holiday isn’t just an excuse 

for a three-day weekend (though we’ll 

gladly take it!). It’s a day to celebrate 

the contributions of  workers who 

have built this country, brick by brick, 

and to honor the labor movement that 

fought for the rights many of  us enjoy 

today.

Labor Day has its roots in the late 

19th century, at a time when the aver-

age American worked 12-hour days, 

seven days a week, just to make ends 

meet. Sounds exhausting, right? The 

labor movement emerged from these 

tough conditions, with workers orga-

nizing for better hours, safer workplac-

es, and fair pay. In 1882, the very first 

Labor Day parade was held in New 

York City, where 10,000 workers took 

unpaid leave to march for their rights. 

This courageous stand laid the founda-

tion for the national holiday we now 

celebrate on the first Monday of  Sep-

tember.

But let’s not get too bogged down 

in history. Labor Day is also about ap-

preciating the present and looking for-

ward to the future. It’s a time to relax, 

spend time with family and friends, 

and enjoy the fruits of  your hard work. 

Whether you’re taking a mini-vaca-

tion, hosting a backyard BBQ, or just 

chilling at home, remember that this 

holiday is a tribute to you—the worker.

We hope that while our readers en-

joyed their well-deserved day off  this 

past Monday, they haven’t forgotten 

forget that there is an important elec-

tion coming up on Nov. 5. After all, what 

better way to honor the spirit of  Labor 

Day than by exercising your right to 

vote? It’s a chance to have your say in 

who represents you and to ensure that 

those in office continue to fight for the 

rights and interests of  all workers.

We hope you enjoyed your Labor 

Day weekend, everyone— but don’t 

forget that part of  getting back to work 

now is to get out and vote!

Letter submission 
policy

Letters to the Editor must in-
clude the author’s name, address, 
and a daytime phone number for 
purposes of  verification in order 
to be considered for publication. 
Only the author’s name and the 
town in which they reside will be 
published. Letters submitted with-
out all of  the required information 
will not be accepted.

It is the sole prerogative of  the 
Editor to determine whether a 
submission satisfies our require-
ments and decency standards, and 
any submission may be rejected at 
any time for any reason he or she 
might deem appropriate.

Stonebridge 
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Praying for peace Are you afraid of outliving 
your money?

TREVOR 
NIELSEN

Financial  
Focus

Do you worry about running out of 
money during your retirement years? If 
so, how can you help prevent this from 
happening?

In the first place, if  you have this type 
of  fear, you’re far from alone. Consider 
this: 

58 percent of  retirement savers from 
all age groups, including current retir-
ees, say that outliving their assets is their 
greatest retirement fear, according to a 
study by Cerulli Associates, a financial 
services research organization.

This type of  fear can certainly affect 
your quality of  life when you retire. Still, 
there’s no need to panic – because you can 
take steps to help prevent the running-
out-of-money scenario.

Here are a few to consider:
Know how much you’ll need during re-

tirement. You need to get a clear picture, 
or at least as good an estimate as possi-
ble, of  how much money you’ll need to 
support your retirement lifestyle. Once 
you do retire, some costs, such as trans-
portation or other work-related expenses, 
might go down, while others – medical 
expenses, in particular – will likely go up. 
The fear of  running out of  money, like 
many fears, is caused largely by what you 
don’t know, so having a good sense of  how 
much you’ll need in retirement can help 
reduce your anxieties.

Build financial resources before retire-
ment. You’re probably at your peak earn-
ing capacity in the years close to your 
retirement, so consider contributing as 
much as you can afford to your IRA and 
401(k) or other employer-sponsored re-
tirement plan.

Maximize your Social Security pay-
ments. You can start collecting Social 
Security as early as 62, but your monthly 
benefits will be larger if  you can afford 
to wait until your full retirement age, 
between 66 and 67. (Payments will “max 
out” at age 70.)

Re-enter the workforce. Going back to 
work in some capacity is one way to pos-
sibly help build retirement resources and 
delay taking Social Security. If  you have 
a particular area of  expertise, and you 
enjoyed the work you did, you might be 
able to go back to it on a part-time basis or 
do some consulting. You could boost your 
cash flow, and potentially extend your 
contributions to an IRA and to an employ-
er’s retirement plan.

Cut costs during retirement. Possibly 
the biggest cost-cutting measure is down-
sizing – are you willing and able to move 
to a less expensive area or scale down 
your current living space? Of  course, 
this is an emotional decision, as well as 
a financial one, and downsizing isn’t for 
everyone, but it might be something to 
at least consider. As for the lesser ways 
of  reducing expenses, take advantage of 
senior discounts, which are offered in 
many areas, including entertainment, 
public transportation, restaurants and 
retail establishments. And look for other 
opportunities, such as cutting out stream-
ing services you don’t use.

Look for more income from your in-
vestments. As you get closer to retire-
ment, and even when you do retire, you 
might want to adjust your investment 
portfolio to provide you with more in-
come-producing opportunities. However, 
even as a retiree, you’ll want some growth 
potential in your investments to help keep 
you ahead of  inflation.

Ultimately, the more you can bolster 
your financial security before and during 
retirement, the less fear you may have of 
outliving your money.

 
This article was written by Edward 

Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor. Please contact Trevor 
Nielsen, your local Edward Jones Advisor 
in Sturbridge at 508-347-1420 or trevor.niel-
sen@edwardjones.com.

REV. JOHN H.D. LUCY
CHARLTON CITY UMC
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We've all had those 
moments in life when we 
turn to prayer. Wheth-
er it's a whispered plea 
in a crisis, a silent wish 
for something better, or 
even a habit formed in 
childhood, prayer seems 
to be a universal human 
instinct. 

But after the words are 
spoken, or the thoughts 
drift off  into the void, it's 
natural to wonder—does 
it actually do anything? 
Is anyone or anything 
really listening? Or is 
it just a comforting rit-
ual that we hold onto 
because it makes us feel 
less alone in an unpre-
dictable world?

While skepticism 
about prayer's efficacy 
is common, prayer has 
been studied extensively.

One study by Dr. Her-
bert Benson at Harvard 
Medical School found 
that heart surgery pa-
tients who were prayed 
for, even without their 
knowledge, experienced 

fewer complications and 
smoother recoveries. 
This suggests that prayer 
may play a role in heal-
ing, possibly through the 
mind-body connection.

Similarly, research led 
by Dr. Harold Koenig at 
Duke University showed 
that regular prayer is as-
sociated with lower lev-
els of  stress, anxiety, and 
depression. These stud-
ies indicate that prayer 
could positively influ-
ence both physical and 
mental well-being, even 
if  the exact mechanisms 
remain unclear.

We could sift through 
all the scientific data, but 
where's the fun in that? 
Sometimes, the real pow-
er of  prayer is best seen 
in the mysterious and 
miraculous—like the leg-
endary staircase at the 
Loretto Chapel in Santa 
Fe, N.M.

In the late 19th centu-
ry, a small group of  nuns 
from the Sisters of  Lo-
retto faced a perplexing 
problem. Their beautiful 
new chapel in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, was nearly 
perfect. Still, as the final 
touches were added, one 
glaring issue became ap-
parent—the choir loft, 

perched high above the 
main floor, was inacces-
sible. 

The nuns consulted lo-
cal carpenters and archi-
tects, but each delivered 
the same grim assess-
ment: building a stair-
case in such a confined 
space was impossible. 

In their despair, the 
nuns turned to the one 
source they knew could 
offer hope. They began 
praying for nine days 
and nights.

Their prayers were 
simple but earnest, 
asking for a solution al-
lowing them to access 
the choir loft without 
marring the chapel's el-
egance.

Just as the sisters 
were losing hope, a mys-
terious figure arrived at 
their doorstep on their 
final day of  prayer.

The man was a hum-
ble carpenter, and his 
appearance was as un-
assuming as his request. 
He carried only the most 
basic of  tools with him, 
yet he claimed he could 
solve their problem. 

The carpenter asked 

for just one condition—
complete privacy while 
he worked. For days, 
he toiled behind closed 
doors, the sounds of 
sawing and hammer-
ing echoing through the 
chapel.

When the work was 
finally done, the nuns 
were called in to see the 
result, and what they 
found took their breath 
away. The staircase the 
carpenter had built was 
unlike anything they—
or anyone—had ever 
seen. 

Spiraling graceful-
ly upward in two com-
plete 360-degree turns, it 
seemed to float in mid-air 
without any visible sup-
port or central column. 

It was constructed 
using a rare wood that 
no one could identify, 
and astonishingly, it was 
held together without 
a single nail. The wood 
was joined entirely by 
wooden pegs and intri-
cate craftsmanship that 
defied explanation.

Word of  the mirac-
ulous staircase spread 
quickly, drawing archi-
tects, engineers, and cu-
rious onlookers from far 

and wide. Each visitor 
examined the staircase, 
and all came to the same 
conclusion: it should not 
be standing. 

Adding to the mys-
tery, the carpenter who 
built the staircase van-
ished without a trace 
as soon as his work 
was completed. He left 
behind no name, no re-
quest for payment, and 
no indication of  where 
he had come from or 
where he was going. 
The nuns searched for 
him, wanting to thank 
him for his miraculous 
gift, but he was never 
found. 

To this day, the Loret-
to Chapel remains a pil-
grimage site, attracting 
those who wish to wit-
ness the staircase and 
ponder its origins. Some 
visitors are drawn by the 
architectural mystery, 
others by the spiritual 
implications. 

While the Loretto 
staircase may not pro-
vide definitive proof  that 
prayer works, it certain-
ly leaves you with a sense 
of  wonder and a remind-
er that some mysteries 
are best left to faith.

No matter where 
you garden there never 
seems to be enough time 
to grow and enjoy all 
your favorite vegetables.  
Start preparing now to 
extend your growing 
season and continue 
enjoying garden fresh 
vegetables even after the 
first frost.

 
Some vegetables like 

cabbage, broccoli, cauli-
flower, kale and Brussels 
sprouts tolerate frost 
and even taste better af-
ter a slight chill. Most of 
these can tolerate tem-
peratures as low as 24 to 
28 degrees Fahrenheit.

 
Leeks are another 

vegetable that thrives 
in cooler temperature.  
Many tolerate tempera-
tures as low as 20 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Just 
mound some protective 
mulch around the plants 
and continue harvest-
ing. 

 
Take advantage of 

the chilly winter tem-
peratures to store some 
of  your carrots, turnips 
and parsnips in the 
ground for winter. Just 
cover the soil with straw 
or evergreen boughs 
after it lightly freezes.  
Dig as needed or during 
a winter thaw. You will 
enjoy their wonderfully 
sweet flavor.

 
Those first few fall 

frosts are often followed 
by a week or more of 
mild temperatures. Pro-
tecting frost sensitive 
plants from the first few 
fall frosts is one way of 
extending your season. 
Cover the plants with 

old bed sheets, mattress 
pads, or similar items 
in late afternoon and 
remove them as soon 
as the temperatures 
climb above freezing. 
Keep these handy and be 
ready to cover whenever 
frost is in the forecast.

 
Make it easier by us-

ing floating row covers. 
The spun material al-
lows air, light and water 
through while protect-
ing the plants from frost. 
You will find different 
weights of  row covers 
that provide different 
levels of  temperature 
protection. Just loose-
ly cover the plants and 
anchor the edges with 
stones, boards or gar-
den pins. You only need 
to remove the fabric to 
harvest ripe vegetables. 
Otherwise, it can stay 
in place until the vege-
tables stop producing or 
you decide it is time to 
end the season.

• Stonebridge Press •7www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, September 5-6, 2024

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
Cards

CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

PAN SEARED 
TUNA

FRIDAY 9/6 & SATURDAY 9/7

HOURS: Wed-Sat 8-9; Sunday 8-8 
Closed Mon & Tue

5 Meadow Rd., Spencer, MA 01562
508-885-4033 

www.charliesdiner.com

 

Gift 
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CHARLIE’S
Diner • Bar • Grill • Functions

BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

PAN SEARED 
TUNA

FRIDAY 9/6 & SATURDAY 9/7

BOOKING FUNCTIONS OF ALL SIZES  
FROM 2-300 GUESTS (NO ROOM FEES)

500 Main St., Spencer, MA 
508-885-9036

www.spencercountryinn.com 
Lunch: Fri & Sat 11:30-2:00 
Dinner: Fri & Sat 5:00-8:00

Sun. Brunch: 10am-1pm
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES

Spencer Country Inn

Sunday Brunch
All You Can Eat $21.95

10am-1pm 
(plus tax & gratuity)

Fish N’ Chips To-Go ~ Fridays Only $15.95

Buy Entree Get 1 1/2 price 
(dine-in only) Cannot be used on 

holidays or private parties
With this ad. Exp 9/30/24

Come on in for a 
delicious meal! 

Don’t forget…
TAKEOUT is available!

Dining Room: Thursday, 
Friday & Saturday 4-8; 

Sunday 12-5
Hexmark Tavern: 

Thursday & Friday 4-8

www.salemcrossinn.com
260 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585

508-867-2345

Outdoor Dining is back 
weather permitting! HEXMARK TAVERN SPECIALS-  

Thursdays Open Faced Sirloin Steak Sandwich $20
Fridays Fish & Chips $20

FIREPLACE FEASTS 
are coming back!

Delicious early American Fare, 
November through April, including New Years Eve! 

View details and reserve on our website.

Family Dining & Gift Guide
Too Busy to Cook? 

Ask your favorite local restaurant if they offer dine-in or take-out!  
Treat yourself to a nice dinner out anytime! 

Restaurant gift cards make perfect hostess gifts!

 Call Mikaela at 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news to advertise on this page.

MELINDA
MYERS

Garden

Moments

Don’t let frost end your garden season

Melinda Myers

Floating row covers protect plants from frost while allowing 
light, air and water through.

Create a high tunnel 
over garden beds filled 
with large plants. Use 
hoops and row cover to 
allow easy access for har-
vesting while protecting 
the plants. 

 
Cloches have long 

been used to jump start 
the season or extend 
it beyond the first fall 
frost.  You’ll find a va-
riety of  shapes and siz-
es available. Select one 
large enough to cover 
your plants and protect 
them as needed. Look 
for those with vents to 
prevent plants from over-
heating and those that al-
low water through while 
trapping in the heat. 

 
Don’t let unripe toma-

toes go to waste if  you are 
unable or unwilling to 
protect them from frost. 
Harvest any that are 
starting to show color be-
fore the killing frost and 
finish ripening them in-
doors. The bottom of  the 
tomato should be green-
ish white or starting to 
color up. Store your green 
tomatoes in a cool (60 to 
65 degrees) location to ex-
tend their storage life.

Spread out the toma-
toes on heavy paper or 
wrap them individually 
in newspaper so the fruit 
do not touch each other. 
They’ll ripen over the 
next few weeks. Speed up 
the process by moving a 
few tomatoes to a warm 
bright location a few 
days before they're need-
ed. Enjoy green tomatoes 
fried, in relish, salsa, pies 
or many other ways.

And when your season 
ends, begin planning for 
next year.  Enlist some of 
these strategies to jump 
start the season for an 
earlier harvest.

Melinda Myers has 
written over 20 garden-
ing books, including Mid-
west Gardener’s Hand-
book, 2nd Edition and 
Small Space Garden-
ing. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow 
Anything” instant vid-
eo and DVD series and 
the nationally syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden 
Moment radio program. 
Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine. Myers’ Web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.
com.

The staircase of Lorretto
TOBY

MOORE

Positively 
Speaking
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Charlton holds 128th Old Home Day

CHARLTON — It's an annual tradition like no other, Charlton’s Old Home Day 
has been a staple of  the community since 1897 celebrating everything that makes 
the town a great place to live. Always held Labor Day weekend, Old Home cele-
brated its second year on a Sunday after decades of  being held on the Labor Day 
holiday itself. The celebration brought the entire community together with ven-
dors, games, performances, and the presentation of  community awards honoring 
volunteers, businesses, and everyday citizens for their commitment to Charlton.

Jason Bleau

As always, Old Home Day began with its tradition road race putting the skill and durability of 
local and visiting runners to the test.

Jason Bleau

A staple of Old Home Day, the Roaming Railroad choo-choo train.

Jason Bleau

A staple of Old Home Vinyl Underground and owner Matthew Power were on hand for the 
duration of Old Home Day. The local business, who usually creates the signs for the event, 
was honored with Charlton’s 2024 Business Award.

Jason Bleau

The Charlton Lions were hard at work grilling up breakfast sandwiches for the mid-morning 
crowd.

Jason Bleau

Capen Hill Nature Sanctuary brought some 
of their animal friends to Old Home Day 
providing visitors with a hand on experience 
with wildlife.

Jason Bleau

Cedric Flowers continued his duties as 
Master of Ceremonies for Old Home Day. 
Flowers, along with Cindy Cooper, were hon-
ored with the town’s highest honor, Citizen 
of the Year, during Old Home Day.

Jason Bleau

A contender in the annual Scottish Highland 
Game warms up for competition on the 
athletic fields behind the Charlton Public 
Library.

Jason Bleau

Trevor the Game Man, known for his skills 
on stilts and his kid-friendly games, greeted 
visitors to Old Home Day and hosted several 
activities on the town green.

Jason Bleau

The Charlton Helping Hands Society offered treats of all kinds right in the center of the town 
green to help support their programs.

Jason Bleau

Young volunteers of Old Home Day pose for a photo in between events. These local students 
were essential to keeping the event on track.

Jason Bleau

Volunteers with Boy Scout Troop 163 served ice cream Sundays helping visitors cool off on 
a humid Old Home Day.

Jason Bleau

The Charlton Garden Club held its annual flower show in conjunction with Old Home Day. For 
2024 the Club moved their event right onto the town green showcasing pieces inspired by 
animals.

www.StonebridgePress.com
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Visit The Farm For:
• Just Baked Pies
• Cider Donuts • Cheese 

Southbridge Rd., Warren, MA • 413-436-7122 
Open 10am, - 6pm

5 min. from Sturbridge - 148 N. Follow signs

APPLES

The 
Harvest 

Is In!

FREE
with this coupon and purchase 

Tues.-Thurs. Only

1/2 
Dozen Cider 

Donuts

NOW OPEN

$69999

FIREPITS
KAYAKS

KIDS POOLS
DEHUMIDIFIERS

IN STOCK!

WAS $799.99

$59999

FRIGIDAIRE

Y

Counter Depth

$54999

$159999

WHIRLPOOL
FRENCH DOOR 

BOTTOM FREEZER

WAS $2,699

$74999

$46999

Store Hours:  Mon. through Fri: 10am-8:30pm • Sat: 10am-8pm • Sun: 12pm-7pm

18 CU. FT.
REFRIGERATOR 

MAYTAG 
DRYER OR
WASHER 

WAS $699.99

WAS $999.99

LG SMOOTH
TOP ELECTRIC 

STOVE
$72999

$89999
WAS $1099.99

TWIN: $199
(REGULARLY $299) 

FULL: $269
(REGULARLY $499) 

FULL: $299
(REGULARLY $599) 

INSTANT FINANCING UP TO $10,000

$69999

FRIGIDAIRE
DISHWASHER

WAS $599.99

#7150

$29999

OVER THE
RANGE

MICROWAVE

WAS $279.99
$19999

50” Vizio ............. $289.99
(Regularly $549.99)

55” Samsung ....... $379.99
(Regularly $449.99)

75” Samsung....... $699.99
(Regularly $799.99)

85” Samsung ..... $1199.99
(Regularly $1499.99)

$54999

AMANA
WASHER OR 

DRYER

DELUXE
WHIRLPOOL

WASHER

WAS $699.95
$49999

WAS $699.99

GIANT BIKE SALE
GRILL
SALE!

10 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$49999

WAS $599.99

thousands of
air conditioners
& dehumidifiers

in stock!
ALL SIZES - BEST PRICES!

E-BIKES
IN STOCK!

FRIGIDAIRE
SIDE-BY-SIDE

REFRIGERATOR 

$99999
WAS $1,599.99

MATTRESS SALE!

7 CU. FT.
CHEST

FREEZER 
$19999

WAS $299.99
ALL TV’S
ON SALE!

STOREWIDE DEALS!

20 CUBIC FOOT
UPRIGHT
FREEZER

$79999
WAS $999.95

Rt. 20, 630 Main Street 
Sturbridge, MA 01566 • 508-347-7077 

Open 7 Days a Week • 11am-7pm
hearthstonemarket1@gmail.com • hearthstonemarketandcatering.com

Endless Summer
Back to school blues? 

Let us tackle 
the dinner rush! 
Stop in for our 

weekly specials.

Gus Steeves

Library Director Karen Wall and forager Karen Monger talk after the presentation.

Gus Steeves

A chestnut, once one of the most common 
nuts in American forests.

Gus Steeves

Maureen Doyle and Melissa Morneau look over 
the table of tree samples and books after the 
talk.

 Foraging from trees and shrubs
BY GUS STEEVES
CORRESPONDENT

CHARLTON — As any farmer 
knows, autumn is the harvest season. 
But for foragers, it's only one of  the 
harvest seasons, which last all year 
long.

At Charlton Library last week, Kar-
en Monger, who has been foraging for 
food 19 years, talked about a long list of 
food that's naturally-available in our 
forests for free.

(This is part one of  two. Part two, 
on mushrooms and ground-hugging 
plants, will be next week.)

She started off  with a little warn-
ing about the information available. 
“I'm not your mom, and I'm not the for-
aging police,” she said before noting 
there are a very wide variety of  writ-
ten resources on foraging out there. AI 
is writing “a lot of  bad things to sell on 
Amazon,” so people need to make sure 
the writer is a real human with some 
experience foraging.

Nut trees
Her first food was a major main-

stay of  the food supply for humans 
and many other animals until about 
a century ago – the chestnut. Their 
nuts are distinctive: a “very painfully 
spiky” exterior, but it splits by itself 
when ripe. When that happens, Mon-
ger notes. “the only way to beat the 
squirrels” is to collect in the morning. 
Cooking them requires slitting the nut 
itself  “or they will violently explode in 
your oven.” But they can be eaten raw, 
cooked in many dishes and pastries 
(she likes a “chestnut nutella” spread) 
and vacuum-packed to freeze. (They 
do spoil quickly if  not eaten, cooked 
or refrigerated fast, though.)

On the other hand, the far more 
common horse chestnut is not edible. 
It has “very, very toxic nuts” that pro-
duce a paralytic poison and is used in 
some laundry detergents, she said.

Today, the chestnuts that grow long 
enough to have nuts are mostly a Chi-
nese variety, since the chestnut blight 
wiped out billions of  American chest-
nuts. Store-bought nuts are mostly 
from Italy. (Because chestnuts grow 
from rootstocks, we still find some of 
the American variety in the woods, 
but they invariably catch the blight 
and die after a decade or so. There 
are efforts to hybridize the two and to 
breed the very rare immune trees that 
exist.)

Several other native nut trees are 
also edible. Black walnuts, which 
grow to “tennis-ball size” are ones 
“you either love it or you don't like it 
at all,” she said. Those have very hard 
shells – to open them, you basically 
have to “run these over with your car 
slowly.” But don't eat them immediate-
ly; let them “rest” four to six weeks so 
the nut meat will shrink and make it 
far easier to get out of  the shell. She 
noted immature nuts are also useful – 
they can be tinctured into a medicinal 
walnut liqueur.

The visually-distinctive shagbark 
hickory's nuts have green husks with 
seams, making it easy to open. She 
advised not to eat those found on the 
ground and still green – “the tree 
knows there's something wrong with 
the nut” and let it fall to avoid putting 
energy into it, she said. Once collect-
ed, she also advised letting them age 
a little before cracking; they're in the 
pecan family and have a similar taste.

Monger later noted her daughter's 
gotten to be so good at identifying 
healthy nuts “she can just say 'nope, 
not this one'” by just looking at it.

Even more common are acorns, 
which have an undeserved bad rep-
utation. She noted they're often con-
sidered “poisonous, which is only 
a little bit true” – consuming a lot of 
tannins will bind iron in the blood 
and cause anemia (drinking a lot of 
tea can do that, too). Those will leach 
out when shelled, ground and soaked 
long enough in water. Monger said 
she puts the grindings in a large jar, 
shakes it periodically, and changes the 
water daily until it stays clear (it'll be 
brown for several days). After that's 
done, they can be turned into a flour 
for baking (a very common Native 
American food), but she recommend-
ed mixing it with some wheat flour, 
since acorns have no gluten and thus 
the flour doesn't stick together as well. 
Once made, the flour should be frozen; 
“Don't let your acorn flour go bad. 
Trust me on that,” she noted.

Of  the many oak species, white 
oaks – recognizable by their leaves' 
“softened, rounded lobes” – have the 

lowest tannin content.

Other trees
Many areas were once farmed, and its 

common to find feral apples and pears 
in the wild. “These fruits are ugly … 
but they're free fruit, and they're every-
where,” she said. She tends to cook them 
slightly, then run them through a fruit 
mill, and noted not to eat the seeds of  ei-
ther species (they contain cyanide).

Another human-planted fruit tree 
that's unintentionally become even more 
common is the “very invasive” autumn 
olive. An Asian species, it's also called 
the silverberry because its red berries 
have silvery spots and leaves a silvery 
underside. Monger notes the state used 
to give them away, saying “birds love 
these fruits. They do – they eat them and 
spread the seeds everywhere.”

When ripe, the berries have a rather 
bitter/astringent taste at first (especially 
if  picked soon after ripening), but their 
sweetness comes afterward. Their seeds 
are edible – she noted they have Omega-6 
in them – and the fruits themselves have 
fiber and lycopenes (like tomatoes) with 
antioxidant properties. They can be eat-
en raw, used in baking, turned into “fruit 
jerky” or jelly, and made into a form of 
ketchup, among other things.

For non-fruit trees, the sassafras is 
native and “incredibly common.” It's the 
source of  the original root beer flavor, 
now made chemically because the US 
government claimed sassafras contains 

a precursor of  the street drug ecstasy. 
They declared it “carcinogenic” af-
ter seriously overdosing rats with it, 
she said. Wild sassafras, however, is 
most notable for its roots, which can 
be ground and simmered into a decoc-
tion, although bark and leaves can also 
be used. (If  that sounds odd, Monger 
noted that's what people do to get cin-
namon, too. She also noted commonly 
available file powder (aka gumbo file) 
is made from the dried and powdered 
leaves.)

Bushes & vines
Dropping a little farther in eleva-

tion, Monger cited several edible bush-
es. One is in many gardens – roses. 
Their rosehips (the red fruit after the 
flowers fall off) are very seedy, but if 
you scoop out the seeds and the little 
hairs inside, they're high in vitamin 
C. They don't have much meat, though, 
and are often best used in teas and a 
rosehip butter; she noted they taste 
“like a really nice ripe apricot.” The 
biggest hips are from the non-native, 
invasive (and super-spiky) Rugosa ros-
es; the also-invasive multifloras have 
probably the smallest ones.

By contrast, others are native. 
Grape vines exist in about eight va-

rieties that hybridize in nature very 
easily. They're usually identifiable by 
smell, but you should also take time 
to look for the tiny tendrils that attach 
it to other plants, trace the vine to its 
woody root, and make sure the fruit has 
multiple teardrop-shaped seeds. (There 

Turn To FORAGING page  A9



Simply send in a hint to be entered 
into a random drawing. One winner 
per month will win a fabulous three 
course dinner for two at the renowned 
restaurant, located on Route 131 across 
the town common in historic Stur-

bridge. Because I'm in the business of 
dispensing tips, not inventing them 
(although I can take credit for some), 
I'm counting on you readers out there 
to share your best helpful hints!

**
Do you have a helpful hint or handy 

tip that has worked for you? Do you 
have a question regarding household 

or garden matters? If  so, why not share 
them with readers of  Stonebridge 
Press publications? Send questions 
and/or hints to: Take the Hint!, c/o 
Stonebridge Press, P.O. Box 90, South-
bridge, MA 01550. Or e-mail kdrr@aol.
com. Hints are entered into a drawing 
for a three course dinner for two at the 
historic Publick House Inn!

Leicester will help get the festival 
season started with the town’s annu-
al Harvest Fair on Saturday, Sept. 21. 
The festival will take place from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on the Town Common. 
Festivities will include music and 
food; children’s activities; appearanc-
es from local organizations; seasonal 
crafting selections; and demonstra-
tions of  various trades and skills. 
Area businesses, officials, and munic-
ipal agencies will also get involved.

Also on Sept. 21, the Autism in my 
Pocket organization will run the sixth 
annual Harvest Festival in Brimfield. 
The location is Brimfield Winery (35 
Main Street). Set for 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
the event is expected to feature 70 
vendors; music and food; children’s 
games; and several other activities. 

Admission to this event is free. 
Shifting over to Brookfield, the 45th 

annual Apple Country Fair will take 
place on Saturday, Oct. 12, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. The event will bring thousands 
of  guests to the Brookfield Town Com-
mon for a day of  fun and festivities.

Highlights will include fundrais-
ers; crafters; food trucks; and the fa-
mous apple pie contest.

“Fairgoers can browse and buy 
hand-knit sweaters and blankets, 
carved wooden bowls and décor, bead-
ed jewelry, specialty soaps and lotions, 
hand-crafted toys, locally-produced 
honey, and more,” read a statement 
released by event organizers.

Proceeds from the event will bene-
fit the Brookfield Community Club, a 
charitable organization that awards 
grants to enrich community life.

To learn more about the festival 
and how you can get involved, visit 
www.applecountryfair.com. 

Meanwhile, central Massachusetts 
officials urge residents to think local 

this shopping season and support ven-
dors at area festivals. As we look deep-
er into the fall, additional craft fairs 
will take place at Tantasqua Regional 
High School in Sturbridge (Nov. 9), 
Oxford High School (Dec. 7), and Au-
burn High School (Dec. 14).

Leicester High School will also host 
its holiday craft fair on Saturday, Dec. 
7, from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

An array of  local church fairs will 
also take place this fall season. Con-
tact your area church leaders for more 
information on autumn fairs and holi-
day festivals. 

And don’t forget the many antique 
shows, town tag sales, and other 
events scattered throughout the area, 
highlighted by the final leg of  the 
Brimfield Antique Show this month 
(located on Route 20).

Information on other local events 
can be found on town Web sites and 
social media pages.

million in 2023.
 
"For 35 years, the Jimmy Fund 

Walk has continuously supported 
lifesaving research and cancer care 
at Dana-Farber. Our goal is to build 
off  of  the momentum we've estab-
lished throughout that history, and 
in 2024, aim to surpass our total from 
last year by raising $9.5 million,” 
says Caitlin Fink, assistant vice pres-
ident of  event fundraising. “Fight-
ing cancer is what we do. The Walk 
unites our community under a com-
mon goal —to defy cancer together.”

 
One Walk, Four Distances, For All 

Cancers
The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only 

organized walk permitted to use the 
famed Boston Marathon® course, 
and participants have the flexibility 
to choose from four distance options: 
5K walk (from Dana-Farber’s Long-
wood Medical Campus); 10K walk 
(from Newton); Half  Marathon walk 
(from Wellesley); and Marathon walk 
(from Hopkinton). Walkers can par-
ticipate virtually as well.

 
Whatever route participants 

choose, they will be supported by 
hundreds of  volunteers and treated 
to refueling stations with refresh-
ments throughout the course. Post-
er-sized photographs of  patients—

are plants with similarly-colored fruit 
with just one seed; those are toxic. 
One example is the Virginia creeper, 
which is a vine, but looks nothing like 
a grapevine.) As many know, grapes 

are edible raw, but they do contain 
tartaric acid that will precipitate out 
of  juice as a white powder if  left to sit 
a little while.

Spicebush is common in hardwood 
forests. It's mostly used for making 
teas from the leaves and twigs; its red 
berries are edible but only one at a 

time – she noted if  you eat more “your 
head would probably explode” from 
the flavor's intensity. (She likes letting 
one sit in her mouth while hiking, giv-
ing it a little nibble periodically.

Gus Steeves can be reached at gus.
steeves2@gmail.com. 
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Sturbridge: Claudette 
Teresa (Kasierski) 
Ledoux, 79, known to all 
as Mem, passed away 
peacefully at home after a 
short battle with a brain 
tumor.

She is survived by her 
husband of  61 years, 
Ronald L. Ledoux; their 
three children, Duane 
Ledoux of  Sturbridge, 
Darryl Ledoux of  Holland 
and Michelle Ledoux of  
Sturbridge; her three 
grandchildren, Nathan 
Ledoux and his partner Miranda 
Smedley of  Seattle, WA, Samantha 
Robinson of  West Springfield and 
Benjamin Robinson and his partner 
Tymber Swiczkoski of  Bellevue, NE.  
Claudette was predeceased by her 
first grandchild, Nicholas Ledoux, in 
June of  2003.  Claudette was also 
blessed with Jessica Bly whom she 
loved dearly and referred to as her 
daughter and Jessica’s two children, 
Jalen Rojas and Kalli Nicole Rojas, 
all of  Dudley.  She also leaves her 
siblings, Paul Kasierski of  Florida, 
Charleen Boyle of  Dayville, CT and 
Carole Devlin of  Florida; and many 
nieces and nephews.  She was prede-
ceased by her brother Carl Kasierski.

Claudette was born in Webster on 
Sept. 30, 1944 the daughter of  Carl and 
Irene (Gelineau) Kasierski,  She was 
a graduate of  Bartlett High School 
in Webster in 1962.  She was an avid 

crocheter and the number 
of  blankets she made is 
too high to count.  She 
loved creating special 
blankets, dubbed “Mem’s 
Creations”, for friends 
and family.  Claudette 
loved to watch humming-
birds and birds from her 
window over the lake 
and welcomed visitors 
to sit with her at her at 
her table to share her 
view.  She loved to trav-
el the United States and 
was excited to say she’d 

been to 49 states.  She was an amaz-
ing listener and would pull out her 
Atlas to look your travel plans so she 
could share your excitement of  an 
anticipated vacation.  Claudette was 
selfless and the epitome of  uncondi-
tional kindness and giving.  Mom and 
Mem were her two favorite titles.  She 
loved watching her grandchildren 
play football, field hockey, basketball 
and cheerleading.

Calling hours for Claudette were 
be held on Sunday, Sept. 1st, from 
10:00am to 12:00pm in the Daniel T. 
Morrill Funeral Home, 130 Hamilton 
St., Southbridge, with a celebration of  
life following at 1:00pm at the Publick 
House in Sturbridge.  

In lieu of  flowers donations may 
be made to Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, 529 Main Street, 
4th Floor, Charlestown, MA 02129.

www.morrillfuneralhome.com

Claudette Teresa  Ledoux, 79

OBITUARIES Jimmy Fund Walk Heroes—are the heart 
of  the event and appear along the course 
as inspiration. All routes will conclude 
at the Jimmy Fund Walk Finish Line 
Powered by Schneider Electric at Boston 
Common, by the corner of  Charles and 
Beacon Street. Finish line activities will 
include a celebration with food, enter-
tainment, and more. 

 
To register for the Walk (#Jimmy-

FundWalk) or to support a walker, vis-
it www.JimmyFundWalk.org or call (866) 
531-9255. Registrants can enter the promo 
code NEWS for $5 off  the registration fee. 
All registered walkers will receive a bib, 
medal, and Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

 
About the Jimmy Fund
The Jimmy Fund is comprised of  com-

munity-based fundraising events and 
other programs that, solely and directly, 
benefit Dana-Farber Cancer Institute’s 
lifesaving mission to provide compas-
sionate patient care and groundbreaking 
cancer research for children and adults. 
The Jimmy Fund is an official charity of 
the Boston Red Sox, the Massachusetts 
Chiefs of  Police Association, the Pan-
Mass Challenge, and the Variety Chil-
dren's Charity of  New England. Since 
1948, the generosity of  millions of  people 
has helped the Jimmy Fund save count-
less lives and reduce the burden of  can-
cer for patients and families worldwide. 
Follow the Jimmy Fund on Facebook, X, 
and Instagram: @TheJimmyFund.

 
About Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute is one 

of  the world's leading centers of  cancer 
research and treatment. Dana-Farber's 
mission is to reduce the burden of  cancer 
through scientific inquiry, clinical care, 
education, community engagement, and 
advocacy. Dana-Farber is a federally des-
ignated Comprehensive Cancer Center 
and a teaching affiliate of  Harvard Med-
ical School.

 
We provide the latest treatments in 

cancer for adults through Dana-Far-
ber Brigham Cancer Center and for 
children through Dana-Farber/Boston 
Children's Cancer and Blood Disorders 
Center. Dana-Farber is the only hospi-
tal nationwide with a top 5 U.S. News & 
World Report Best Cancer Hospital rank-
ing in both adult and pediatric care. As 
a global leader in oncology, Dana-Farber 
is dedicated to a unique and equal bal-
ance between cancer research and care, 
translating the results of  discovery into 
new treatments for patients locally and 
around the world, offering more than 
1,100 clinical trials.

For advertising contact Mikaela Today
774-200-7308

mikaela@stonebridgepress.news
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BEST WINDOW COMPANY

Lifetime 
Warranty

100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

MACSL100114 | MAHic150118 | CTHic0619712

Award Winning 
High Performance 
Windows & Doors

508-784-1550

&Home 
 AutoFall

ROOFING

David Barbale
ROOFING
Roofing/Gutters

Repair Work
Fully Licensed  
and Insured

MA LIC #CS069127  
MA HIC. LIC #1079721  

INS. # CAC032585

C: 508-397-6709
O: 508-248-6709

davidbarbale.com

AUTO BODY / REPAIRS

Always Going The Extra Mile For Our Customers

Free Written Estimates • Damage Appraisal
Color Matching Specialists • Rental Car Services 

Warrantied Work & Repairs
Diagnostics • A/C Repair 

Tune Ups & Engine Repair
Brakes • Alternators • Starters • ABS

Alignments • Tires…and more

Major Insurance Referral Shop
Honoring All Insurance Estimates

1734 Providence Road (Rt 122)
Northbridge, MA 01534

Ph: 508-234-5211 • Fax: 508-234-2231
www.kearnscollisioncom
Fully Certified • RS# 2678

Since 1969

Roofing
SAUNDERS & 

SONS ROOFING
Read our reviews at the 
Better Business Bureau. 
A+ rating and accredited 

member since 2009.  
Call Bill Toll-Free
1-866-961-Roof
508-765-0100

Lifetime material warranty & 
25 yr. labor warranty available

MA Reg #153955
CSL #095459

CT-HIC #0638641
Fully Insured, Free Estimates
Family Owned and Operated 
Now Accepting All Major 

Credit Cards

JOHN DALY 
Plumbing 

Water heaters, Faucets,
  Toilets, New pex water piping, 

Outside hose connections 
replaced or added,

 Dishwashers, Garbage 
disposals, Water filters,

Tub & shower valves, 
Tub & shower replacements

Any repair or  
replacement needed.

PLUMBING

We are home owners’ 
plumbers!

jdrainman714@aol.com

Serving Worcester
 County since 1988 
Lic.#MPL-21763 

Since 1988

Call John 
508.304.7816

GJ LEDUC  
PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Power Washing
Wallpapering

General Repair
Fully Insured

Over 40+ Years 
 Experience 

508-764-8548
774-230-8373

Masonry/Excavation

Martini  
Masonry & Excavation

Michael Martini

(508) 557-3211

“specialize in stone masonry  
and all your excavating needs”

ACCURATE 
PEST CONTROL
Full Pest Control Services

Over 30 years experience 

Reasonable Rates 
Owner Operated

508-757-8078
Ask for David or Jason Hight

Auburn MA

PEST CONTROL

Senior Citizen Discount 
Credit Cards Accepted  

Over 30 years of satisfied customers
Fully Insured ~ Free Estimates

Contact Daniel Truax  
508-450-7472 

call or text 
gbmaintco.com

Financing Available 
A+ Rating BBB

Mass CSL #099487
Mass HIC number 124019 

Connecticut, HIC number 0665243

Roofing, siding, gutter 
cleaning, gutter repairs,

 Certainteed Shingle
 Master Certified! 

ROOFING

GUARANTEED
 BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

Scott Bernard’s
PRECISION 
PAINTERS

Finest 
Craftsmanship 

Since 1979

Interior-Exterior
Paints, Stains, 
Wallpaper and 

Fine Faux Finishes
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates

774.452.0321

PAINTING

Plumbing

Commercial, 
Residential, 

New Construction

369 Main St,
Ste 4

Spencer, MA
1-833-969-4330

Fully Insured

mikelambertspandh 
@gmail.com

**Serving the Boston, Worcester, 
and Surrounding Areas! **

Our services include:
- Recurring Cleaning

- Move-In and Move-Out Cleaning
- Rental Property Cleaning

- Residential Cleaning
- Commercial Business Cleaning

- Decluttering
- Dusting

- Organization
Contact us today for a spotless and organized space!

CLEANERS
 WITH CARE

774-999-7819
Contact@cleanerswithcare.com

Cleaning Services

LAWNMOWERS

Snowblower & Generator Repair
Tractor Service

Tune-Ups & Repairs
Pickup & Delivery
508-987-2775

492 Main St Oxford 
WORCESTERCOUNTY

LAWNMOWER.COM

SITE WORK

Title 
5

Inspections

GUTTERS

508-867-2877
508-754-9054
A. Eagle Gutters
aeaglegutters.com

30+ years 
exp 

Licensed 
& Insured
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For Advertising 
Information,Call 
774-200-7308

email: mikaela@
stonebridgepress.

news

Stump Grinding

Fully Insured • Free Quotes

REASONABLE RATES
PROMPT SERVICE 

ROD MILLER • NICK MILLER
OWNERS / OPERATORS

508-688-2159

M
IL

LE
R STUMP GRINDING

Asian Longhorn 
Beetle Certified

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

Biggest Selection of Marble,  
Granite & Quartz of ANY Fabrication Shop

300 Colors in Full Slabs to Choose From!

Granite & Marble

508-842-9800 • shrewsburymarbleandgranite.com
620 Boston Turnpike (Rte 9 E), Shrewsbury, MA

(1/4 mi. east of Home Depot – Big Blue Bldg)
Mon-Thurs 8-5, Fri & Sat & 9-4

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 
& Save

HOUSE CLEANING 
AVAILABLE
Reasonable rates. 
Weekly, bi-weekly  

or monthly times available. 
~ Bonded ~

Fully Vaccinated
Call Wendy for a FREE 

estimate at:
774-262-9166

Cleaning Services

© finished basements 
© additions © garages
© siding © roofing © decks
© windows © doors 
© kitchen © baths 

Remodeling Expert

BUILDER

Quality Building Since 1985
Licensed & Insured 

508-764-2293 u 774-230-3967

Home Improvement
BONETTI’S 

Home Improvement
Roofing 
Siding 
Decks 

Remodeling 
Windows 

Doors 
Basement Finishing 

Gutters Cleaning 
Pressure Washing 

Painting Landscaping

Over 25 Years Experience
Residential Specialist

Licensed and Insured
128231

508-347-4906
Cell 508-688-0072

Brian French 
(413)222-5542

frenchyn45@gmail.com

MASONRY HARDSCAPE 
RETAINING WALLS 

OUTDOOR  
LIVING CONSTRUCTION

Chimney Repair
 Foundation Repair 

Steps, Patios  
Pool Surrounds  

Pressure Washing 
Property Maintenance 

Water Proofing  
Delivery of Aggregate 

Cord Wood

MASONRY

Complete Site Work 
Including:

Excavating • Bulldozing  
Trucking • Demolition

 • Stump Removal 
 • Timber Harvesting
• Yard Expansions
 & Tree Removal 

• Lot Clearing
 • Cellar Holes 

• Septic Systems  
•Lawn Installation
 • Retaining Walls 

• Fields Made
860-382-5071

Field Stone and 
Firewood for sale

SITE WORK

CHIMNEY 
CLEANINGS
ONLY $99

ALL KINDS OF
MASONRY &  

CONCRETE WORK 
New & Repairs, Repointing, 

Rebuilding, Re-lining, 
Waterproofing, Foundation 

& Chimney Repair, New 
& Stair Repair, Concrete 
Walkways, Stonewalls,  

New Roofs, Construction  
& Carpentry. 

Need to get it done?  
Call me!

-FREE Estimates-
Quality Chimney 
(508)752-1003

CHIMNEYS/MASONRY



NOTICE OF MORTGAGEE’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution of the Pow-
er of Sale contained in a certain mort-
gage given by Holly A. Moran, to Wells 
Fargo Home Mortgage, Inc., dated 
September 17, 2003, and recorded 
with the Worcester County (Worces-
ter District) Registry of Deeds in Book 
31726 at Page 52, of which mortgage 
the undersigned is the present holder 
by assignment from Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A., S/B/M Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage, Inc., to U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, as Trustee of the LB Igloo 
Series IV Trust, dated May 5, 2021, 
recorded with the Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 65100, Page 244; and by an 
assignment from US Bank Trust Na-
tional Association, as Trustee of the 
LB-Igloo Series IV Trust to U.S. Bank 
Trust National Association, as Trust-
ee of the LB-Cabana Series IV Trust, 
dated July 23, 2021, recorded with the 
Worcester County (Worcester District) 
Registry of Deeds in Book 65813, Page 
83, for breach of the conditions of said 
mortgage and for the purpose of fore-
closing the same will be sold at Public 
Auction at 11:00 A.M. on the 10th day 
of September 2024, at 9 Cricket Drive, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566, all and singular 
the premises described in said mort-
gage,
To wit:
The land in Sturbridge with the build-
ings thereon, situated on the westerly 
side of Cricket Drive extending from 
Grasshopper Lane, being lot 11 on a 
plan of Country Hill Estates by Wayne 
Morse and Donald Murray, dated 
February 19,1964 and filed with the 
Worcester District Deeds, Plan Book 
280 Plan 45, bounded and described 

as follows:
EASTERLY	  by Cricket Drive 109 
feet; 
SOUTHERLY	  by lot 12 on said plan 
103.25 feet; 
WESTERLY	  by land of Gervais 
109.02 feet; and
NORTHERLY by lot 10 on said plan 
102.40 feet.
Subject to restrictive convenants cov-
ering the premises and other lots 
shown on said plan dated April 8, 
1964 and recorded with the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds in Book 
4462, Page 273. 
Being the same premises as conveyed 
by Deed of Elizabeth K. Mac Grath, 
a/k/a, Elizabeth K. Sladdin to Holly A. 
Moran, dated September 15, 1983, 
and recorded at the Worcester District 
Registry of Deeds in Book 7913, Page 
349.

Premises to be sold and conveyed sub-
ject to and with the benefit of all rights, 
rights of way, restrictions, easements, 
covenants, liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, public assess-
ments, any and all unpaid taxes, tax 
titles, tax liens, water and sewer liens 
and any other municipal assessments 
or liens or existing encumbrances 
of record which are in force and are 
applicable, having priority over said 
mortgage, whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, improve-
ments, liens or encumbrances is made 
in the deed. 
Terms of sale: A deposit of five thou-
sand dollars ($5,000) by certified or 
bank check will be required to be paid 
by the purchaser at the time and place 
of sale.  The balance is to be paid by 
wire transfer to Demerle Hoeger LLP, 
10 City Square, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 

02129 within thirty (30) days from the 
date of sale.  Deed will be provided to 
purchaser for recording upon receipt in 
full of the purchase price.  In the event 
of an error in this publication, the de-
scription of the premises contained in 
said mortgage shall control. 
Other terms, if any, to be announced 
at the sale. 
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, 

as Trustee of the LB-Cabana Series 
IV Trust, 

Present holder of said mortgage,
By its Attorneys,

Demerle & Associates, P.C.
10 City Square, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02129
(617) 337-4444

August 23, 2024
August 30, 2024
September, 6 2024

The Brimfield ZBA will hold a public 
hearing at 5:30 pm on September 
19, 2024, at Hitchcock Academy, 2 
Brookfield Rd. on behalf of ODED 
Light of 55 Good Rich St, Hamden 
CT, for the vacant land on Warren Rd, 
Parcel ID #846, 2-B-6. The applicant 
seeks a variance to put in common 
driveway(s) due to hardship or wet-
lands.   Abutters and members of the 
public are encouraged to attend and 
provide feedback.
September 6, 2024
September 13, 2024

(SEAL)
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
LAND COURT

DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL 
COURT

Docket Number: 24 SM 002952
ORDER OF NOTICE

TO: 
Luis Ortiz a/k/a Luis D. Ortiz
And to all persons entitled to the ben-
efit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief 
Act: 50 U.S.C. c. 50 § 3901 (et seq):
Nationstar Mortgage LLC
claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property in 
Southbridge, numbered 10 Charlton 
Street, given by Luis D. Ortiz to 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as Mortgagee, as nom-
inee for JG Wentworth Home Lending, 
LLC, dated September 27, 2018, 
and recorded at Worcester County 
(Worcester District) Registry of Deeds 
in Book 59466, Page 54,  and now 
held by the plaintiff by assignment, 
has/have filed with this court a com-
plaint for determination of Defendant’s/
Defendants’ Servicemembers status. 
If you now are, or recently have been, 
in the active military service of the 
United States of America, then you 
may be entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you 
object to a foreclosure of the above-
mentioned property on that basis, then 
you or your attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this court at 
Three Pemberton Square, Boston, 
MA 02108 on or before September 30, 
2024 or you may lose the opportunity 
to challenge the foreclosure on the 
grounds of noncompliance with the 
Act.
Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief 
Justice of said Court on August 16, 
2024.
Attest:
Deborah J. Patterson
Recorder
September 5, 2024

LEGALS

12  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, September 5-6, 2024



• Stonebridge Press •13www.StonebridgePress.com Thursday-Friday, September 5-6, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate and Family 

Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508)831-2200

Docket No. W024C0430CA
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
In the matter of:
Rodney Bernard Mack
A Petition to Change Name of Adult 
has been filed by 
Rodney Bernard Mack of South-
bridge MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their name to:
Rodney Bernard Patterson

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes 
of objecting to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Worcester Probate and 
Family Court before 09/24/2024. This 
is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A Keamy, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 19, 2024
Stephanie Fattman, 
Register of Probate
September 5, 2024

A.C. 92A
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

WO24E0064PP 
Petition to Partition

WORCESTER, SS.
PROBATE COURT

To Jason Burdett and Jennifer M. Bur-
dett  and to all other interested persons. 
A petition has been presented to said 
Court by  Mark J. Zarzecki and Deb-
orah B. Zarzecki of Charton in the 
County of Worcester representing that 
he hold as tenant in common undivid-
ed part or share of certain land lying in 
Weat Charlton in said County Worces-
ter and briefly described as follows: 
The premises shown as Lot 17 on a 
Plan titled “Definitive Plan” Larnerd Hill 
Farm, Charlton, MA, prepared by Tau-
per Land survey dated February 24, 
1994 and recorded at the Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 
686, Plan 82. Sheet 2 
Granting the right to pass and repass 
over all roads shown on said plan for 
the purposes public ways are used in 
the Town of Charlton. 
Being the same premises as conveyed 
to the Grantors by deed dated February 
18, 1997 and recorded with Worcester 
District Registry of Deeds Book 18615, 
page 399. 
A life interest in the building addition 
where the Grantees reside, or will re-
side upon completion in the premises 
shown as Lot 17 on a Plan titled “Defin-
itive Plan” Larnerd Hill Farm, Charlton, 
MA, prepared by Tauper Land survey 
dated February 24, 1994 and record-
ed at the Worcester District Registry of 
Deeds, Plan Book 686, Plan 82. Sheet 
2 
Granting the right to pass and repass 
over all roads shown on said plan for 
the purposes public ways are used in 
the Town of Charlton. 
Being the same premises as conveyed 
to the Grantors by deed dated Sep-
tember 10, 2019 and recorded with 
Worcester District Registry of Deeds 
Book 61235, Page 50.
setting forth that he/she desires that  
all the aforesaid described part  of said 
land may be sold at private sale for 
not less than $775,000.00 dollars, and 
praying that partition may be made of 
all the land aforesaid according to law, 
and to that end that a commissioner 
be appointed to make such partition 
and be ordered to make sale and con-
veyance of all, or any part of said land 
which the Court finds cannot be ad-
vantageously divided either at private 
sale or public auction, and be ordered 
to distribute the net proceeds thereof.
If you desire to object thereto you or 
your attorney should file a written ap-
pearance in said Court at Worcester 
before ten o’clock in the forenoon on 
the Eight day of October, the return 
date of this citation.
Witness, LEILAH A. KEAMY, Esquire, 
First Judge of said Court, this thirteenth 
day of August 2024.
Stephanie K. Fattman
Register of Probate
September 5, 2024
September 12, 2024
September 19, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P2740EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Richard J Tully Sr
Also Known as:

RJ Tully Sr
Date of Death: 03/02/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 
with Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Margaret A Tully of Charlton MA 
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Margaret A Tully of Charlton MA  be 
appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve   Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
09/24/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 19, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 5,  2024

Town of Southbridge
Invitation to Bid

Roadway Reconstruction
Crane Street & River Street

Sealed bids for Roadway Reconstruc-
tion, Crane Street and River Street will 
be received by the Town Manager’s 
Office, 41 Elm Street, Southbridge, 
MA 01550 until 2 P.M. EST on Thurs-
day September 26, 2024, at which 
time the bids received will be publicly 
opened and read in the Town Coun-
cil Chambers. The bid specifications 
can be found on the Town website, by 
emailing hprescott@southbridgemass.
org or calling 508-764-5403 x3. Docu-
ments are only available electronically.
The work to be done under this con-
tract consists of roadway reconstruc-
tion Crane Street and River Street in 
the Town of Southbridge. The work un-
der this contract includes, but is not
limited to, roadway reconstruction, 
sidewalk construction, curb ramps, 
utility replacement/repairs, landscap-
ing and traffic signs on Crane Street 
and River Street. A pre-bid meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, September 
11, 2024, at 10:00 AM located at the 
municipal parking area along Crane 
Street, northwest of the Optical Her-
itage Museum (12 Crane Street) in 
downtown Southbridge. Any potential 
bidders interested in a pre-bid meeting 
are welcome to attend.
The Town reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids, to negotiate any and 
all contract terms with the successful 
proposer, or to cancel this proposal at 
any time if it is in the Town’s best inter-
est to do so. Any contract agreement 
must be approved by the Southbridge 
Town Council.
August 29, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen

Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to 
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen to 
install one (1) JO Pole on Holland Road 
beginning at a point approximately 
1279 feet Northeast of the centerline 
of the intersection of Old Sturbridge 
Road and Holland Road. National Grid 
will be installing P62-84 in public way 
for guying of OH Wires running into 
customer property for new residential 
service in Sturbridge, MA. National 
Grid also requests permission to lay 
and maintain underground laterals, ca-
bles, and wires in the above or inter-
secting public ways. The pole hearing 
will take place on Monday, September 
16, 2024 at 6:35 p.m. at the Sturbridge 
Town Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s Memo-
rial Hall located at 308 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566.
September 5, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on September 25, 2024, 
at 7PM.
The applicant has submitted a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability for the installation of 
a pre-built shed within 50 feet of a 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland. The 
project location is: 13 Partridge Hill 
Road, Charlton, MA.

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request. 
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
September 5, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold a 
public hearing on September 25, 2024, 
at 7PM on the application of Jennifer 
Martinson.
The applicant has submitted a Request 
for Determination of Applicability for 
tree removal, brush clearing, and the 
placement of 100 sq. feet of gravel 
within 100 feet of a Resource Area. 
The project location is: Lot 95 Robert 
Blvd, Charlton, MA. Parcel ID: 73B-A-1
Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request. 
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
September 5, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
SOUTHBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL

In accordance with the provisions of 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 5, the 
Southbridge Town Council will hold a 
public hearing on Monday, September 
9, 2024 at 6:30 PM in the MacKinnon 
Council Chambers, Southbridge Town 
Hall, 41 Elm Street, Southbridge, Mas-
sachusetts. The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive public comment 
and consider an amendment to the 
Southbridge Zoning Bylaw, Section 
8.7-Adult Use Marijuana Establish-
ments, Section 8,7.3. B (3), to remove 
language, “but in no event shall facili-
ties between the hours of 9:00 PM and 
8:00 AM”
A copy of the proposed bylaw change 
can be inspected at the Town Manag-
er’s Office from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Monday through Wednesday, 8:00 
AM to 8:00 PM Thursday and 8:00 
AM through 12:00 NOON on Fridays. 
Any person interested or wishing to be 
heard should appear at the time and 
place designated. 
Scott Lazo, Chair 
Southbridge Town Council
August 29, 2024
September 5, 2024

CHARLTON CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
In accordance with the Wetland 
Protection Act of the General Laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Chapter 131, Section 40, the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will hold 
a public hearing on September 25, 
2024, at 7PM on the application of Dan 
Prouty.
The applicant has submitted a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability for the construction of a 
26’ x 36’ barn. The project location 
is: Partridge Hill Road, Charlton, MA. 
Parcel ID: 70-A-4

Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts 
of 2021, this meeting of the Charlton 
Conservation Commission will be 
conducted in person and via remote 
means. Members of the public who 
wish to participate can access the 
meeting remotely by request. 
Copies of the RDA may be examined 
at the Conservation Office by appoint-
ment during business hours. 
 Thomas O’Malley
Chair, Charlton Conservation 
Commission
September 5, 2024

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Department 

Summons By Publication 
 and Mailing

DOCKET NUMBER ES23W1451WD
ESSEX Division 

Kylie A. Patenaude-Houston,
 Plaintiff(s)

V. 
Austin J. Conant,  Defendant(s)

To the above-named Defendant: 
 Austin J. Conant
A Complaint has been presented to 
this Court by the Plaintiff, Kylie A. Pat-
enaude-Houston, seeking the Court 
to make such order as it deems expe-
dient concerning the Complaint for 
Custody-Support-Parenting Time of 
th minor child Arielle J. Conant  under 
M.G.L. c. 209C. 
You are required to serve upon Kylie A. 
Patenaude-Houston, Plaintiff, whose 
address is IMPOUNDED your answer 
on or before October 9, 2024
 If you fail to do so, the court will pro-
ceed to the hearing and adjudication of 
this action. You are also required to file 
a copy of your answer in the office of 
the Register of this 36 Feddral Street 
Same , MA 01970
Witness, Leilah A. Kearny, Esquire, 
First Justice of said Court at Worcester, 
this 26th day of August 2024
September 5, 2024

TOWN OF STURBRIDGE
Board of Selectmen

Public Hearing
National Grid has made a petition to 
the Sturbridge Board of Selectmen to 
install four (4) JO Poles on Podunk 
Road beginning at a point approxi-
mately 1500’ feet northeast of the cen-
terline of the intersection of Podunk 
Road and Highway 49 and continuing 
approximately 5100’ feet in a north di-
rection. Installation of new poles 22-
50, 40-25, 44, and 44-50. National Grid 
also requests permission to lay and 
maintain underground laterals, cables, 
and wires in the above or intersecting 
public ways. The pole hearing will take 
place on Monday, September 16, 
2024 at 6:35 p.m. at the Sturbridge 
Town Hall, 2nd floor, Veteran’s Memo-
rial Hall located at 308 Main Street, 
Sturbridge, MA 01566.
September 5, 2024

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Worcester Probate 
 and Family Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
(508) 831-2200

Docket No. WO24P2931EA
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION
Estate of:

Mary F. Walter
Date of Death: 06/30/2024

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudication of 
Intestacy and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been filed 
by
Ronald P. Campbell of Temecula CA
requesting that the Court enter a for-
mal Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Ronald P. Campbell of Temecula CA
 be appointed as Personal Representa-
tive(s) of said estate to serve   Without 
Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court be-
fore: 10:00 a.m. on the return day of 
10/01/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line by which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without further no-
tice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the Personal 
Representative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the es-
tate, including the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Leilah A. Keamy, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: August 23, 2024
Stephanie K. Fattman,
Register of Probate
September 5,  2024

LEGALS
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WAR RELICS & 
WAR SOUVENIERS 

WANTED:
WWII & EARLIER 
CASH WAITING!
Helmets, Swords, 

Daggers, Bayonets, 
Medals, Badges, 

Rags, Uniforms, etc. 
Over 40 years’ 

experience. 
Call David 

(508) 688-0847.
 I’LL COME TO YOU!

FOSTER 
PARENTS 
WANTED: 

Seeking Quality Homes 
Throughout Central 

MA To  
Provide Foster Care 
To Children In Need.  

24/7 Support  
Generous  

Reimbursement, 
 $1000 Sign-On 

Bonus. Call For Details.

Devereux Therapeutic 
Foster Care.

 (508)829-6769

Employment Opportunity
Town of Brimfield

Public Access Television Coordinator, Part-time
The Town of Brimfield is seeking a community-oriented individual to lead a local access television operation that 
includes a studio, staff assistant and videographers. Public and Government Access channels plus liaison with our 
Educational Access channel are included in the scope of work.
Reporting to the Select Board, this individual will promote an informed and closer community through produc-
tion and scheduling of cable programming by and for the residents of Brimfield. The Local Access Coordinator is 
the primary town employee responsible for government and local access channel operations as well as cooperating 
to provide local educational access programming when possible.

The coordinator will be responsible for:
• Working in concert with the Select Board to set and meet local access television goals, plans and budgets.
• Coordinating public, government and educational access productions.
• Scheduling and coordinating staff videographers and the work of an office assistant.
• Coordinate with a clerk/assistant to assure updating of televised announcements.
• Schedule programs.
• Update and revise the Public Access WordPress website at www.brimfield.tv
• Maintaining the studio and video facilities;
• Seeing to proper functioning, repair or upgrading of equipment as needed.
• Encouraging public participation in creating local video productions by training and assisting them to uti-
lize town-owned equipment and facilities.
• Oversee lending of town equipment to the public for such productions;
• Working within and suggest revisions to public access TV policies;
• Assisting in any negotiations or matters of liaison with Cable TV providers, currently Charter/Spectrum.
• Planning future spending and equipment needs.
• Related tasks as specified by the Select Board.

Knowledge and experience with videography, video editing and interest in a public-civic environment are re-
quired. Overall communications skills and the ability to accommodate various town departments and the public’s 
need for televised communication are essential. The successful applicant should be or become comfortable work-
ing with Castus Cablecasting and TriCaster studio systems. Hours are generally flexible; some evening availability 
is required.
The position is up to 12 hours weekly at a salary of $21.65 per hour. Please forward résumé with references and a 
letter of interest to the Select Board either by email at selectboard@brimfieldma.org, or by mail to the Brimfield 
Select Board, 23 Main St., Brimfield, MA 01010.

The Town of Brimfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate against any applicant because of race, 
color, religion, sex, marital status, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, or any other class protected by federal, state, 
or local law. Resumes will be accepted until the positions have been filled.
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Call 774-287-0599

Employment Opportunity
Town of Brimfield

Cable Television Production Assistants

The Town of Brimfield seeks Cable Television Production Assistants to work with the Public 
Access Coordinator and help cover meetings and events in the Town of Brimfield for public and 
government access.
This position is to be compensated at the rate of $15.60 per hour. This position will require 
normal availability for 8 hours per month and reports to the Public Access Coordinator. Duties 
include but are not limited to:

• Assisting with Government Meetings, Annual Town Meeting, Studio Recordings, and 
other Town events;
• Interacting with the public, town officials and employees;
• Knowledge of Catus, Sony Handycam, Mircosoft Office Suit
• Being able to be on your feet for several hours;
• Ability to lift up to 50lbs;
• Be calm under pressure.

Minimum Qualifications: Proficiency with office computer functions of Microsoft Office 
Suite including PowerPoint, Word and Excel, e-mail and other contemporary office technology; 
demonstrated organizational skills; has knowledge of public access workings involved in produc-
tion; comfort with the mission of communication among town residents and groups with equal 
treatment of all. Good human relations and interpersonal communication skills are essential. Must 
know how to edit on a non-linear computer system.

Helpful Qualifications: Some knowledge of working with photos or graphics and typefaces, 
enthusiasm for the mission of public access television, and intermediate overall computer skills.

Please apply by sending a letter of interest and resume to the Brimfield Board of Selectmen, Town 
of Brimfield, 23 Main Street, Brimfield, MA 01010, or by e-mail to selectmen@brimfieldma.org.

The Town of Brimfield is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate against any applicant 
because of race, color, religion, sex, marital status, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, or any other 
class protected by federal, state, or local law. Resumes will be accepted until the positions have been filled.
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TOWN OF POMFRET
POSITION OPENING – HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

Qualified self-starter wanted for Town of Pomfret Highway Depart-
ment.  Must hold Class B CDL license/valid medical card and have 
a background in operating heavy equipment.     Position includes, 
but is not limited to, assignments on all municipal road work in-
cluding snowplowing, landscaping, building maintenance, and any 
other duties as needed and assigned.  Five years of driving/equip-
ment operation experience is preferred.  Must be available to work 
nights and weekends as needed, able to lift up to 100 pounds, pos-
sess mechanical aptitude in equipment repair, pass a DOT physical 
and drug screen, and consent to random drug/alcohol testing as 
required by the DOT.  Salary dependent upon qualifications and 
experience.  Attractive benefit package. Interested persons should 
forward resume/application and three references to the Selectman’s 
Office, 5 Haven Road, Pomfret Center, CT  06259 on or before Sep-
tember 27, 2024. Application form available at www.pomfretct.gov/
first-selectmans-office . EEO/AA

For 
Advertising 
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508.612.1382 
MESRealty.com
Mary@WillSellit.com

Time 
for a 

change?  
Mary Vigliatura Stolarczyk
ABR, GRI, CRS, C2EX RE/MAX Hall of Fame

160 B Main Street, Spencer, MA 01562
maryangela87@yahoo.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Direct: 508.612.4794
Home Office: 508.867.2222

www.maryahicks.com

Mary Hicks Realtor®

Over 20 years experience!

3 BEDROOM RANCH IN 
WEST BROOKFIELD $349,900!  

CALL FOR DETAILS!

Perfect for Realtors, Mortgage Companies, Banks, Real Estate Attorneys, Home Inspectors, Chimney Inspectors, 
Lead Removal businesses, Insurance Companies, etc… any business involved in the buying or selling of real estate.

To join this section, please contact your local sales rep, 774-200-7308 or email mikaela@stonebridgepress.news

MEET YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

111 East Main St., Webster, MA 
Professional-Personable-Knowledgeable

Specializing in waterfront property
Servicing all Central MA • GO WITH MOE! 

maureencimoch@gmail.com

Maureen Cimoch
Real Estate Consultant
Cell 508-769-9211

Conrad Allen
508.400.0438
callen1995@aol.com

RE/MAX Professional Associates

“I SOLVE REAL ESTATE 
PROBLEMS”

ReMax Professional Associates
Licensed in MA & CT

We need properties to sell – any type!

Sandi Grzyb
LAER Realty Partners

Contact Info: 
774.230.3500|508.943.6960

sandigrzyb@aol.com

255 Park Avenue, Suite 704,  
Worcester, MA 01609

50 Years in the  
Real Estate  

Business!
I look forward to serving 
you in all of your real estate 
ventures! 
• Buying 
• Selling
• Investing

Patrick Sweeney

Realtor

License #9529769

(774) 452-3578

Carrie Abysalh 

Realtor

License #904677

(508) 641-0150

Licensed in MA and CT

49 MAIN STREET, STURBRIDGE, MA

REAL ESTATE REDEFINED

ReMax Vision
25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

 CALL JO-ANN FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS Licensed in MA & CT

Jo-Ann Szymczak 
CRS, GRI, SRES

508-943-7669 
 774-230-5044 

*5 Acres * 3.5 Baths
* Oak Floors throughout

*Gourmet Kitchen w/ center island
* Finished Lower Level w/ Full Bath

* Weekly Open Houses or by Appointment

Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

FEATURE HOME- CHARLTON
NEW Construction- Glenview Estates

12 Elliot Drive $715,000

* PUT YOUR TRUST IN US
TEAMWORK AND EXPERIENCE

Jo-Ann Szymczak 774-230-5044 
Diane Luong 774-239-2937

Vicki Bennett, Client Coordinator

 CALL FOR A MARKET ANALYSIS   Licensed in MA & CT
ReMax Vision • 25 Union St., Worcester MA 01608

138 Burnett St $519,000 8 Denfield Rd. $674,900

AUBURN-  59’ Ranch CHARLTON- 4 Bedrooms

WEBSTER- 4 Bedroom LISTINGS WANTED!!!
Buyers are Anxious-

NOW is a Great 
Time to Sell
Call Jo-Ann

Ask about the Homes 
for Heroes Program- 

Available to both 
Buyer and Seller

*Cathedral 
Ceiling Family 

Room
*2 Baths 

*Hardwood 
Floors

*Kitchen w 
Center Island 

and dining area
* Finished 

Lower Level 
Gameroom 

*Cathedral 
Ceiling Family 

Room
*2 Baths 

*Hardwood 
Floors

*Kitchen w 
Center Island 

and dining area
* Finished 

Lower Level 
Gameroom 

* 3 Baths * Totall Rehabed
I can offer you 

Buyer Representations
Call Jo-Ann 774-230-5044

* 4 Bedroom
*2.5 Baths

*Hickory Cabinet kitchen
* 2 Car Garage!

82 Slater St. $515,000 93 Haggerty Rd. $654,900

BUYERS ONLY
NEW PRICE

CHARLTON- 
Pristine Condition

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 * June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan* Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Bryan Pelletier

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Finest Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

We Want  
Your Listings!

hope2own.com
508.943.4333

 June Cazeault * Laurie Sullivan * Matthew Ross * Lori Johnson-Chausse * William Gilmore II * Brian Bohenko * John Kokocinski

43 East Main Street Webster, MA 01570
Fine Realtor Associates to Serve You!

Sharon Pelletier - Owner Broker
Licensed in MA, CT & RI

On the shores of Lake Char gogg a gogg man chaugg a gogg chau bun a gung a maugg

We Want  
Your Listings!

WEBSTER - 17 BRODEUR AVENUE 

Webster Lake 13 Bates Point Road  
1st Time Offered! Impecca-
ble Home! 6 Room, 3 bedroom 
2-1/2 Baths. Master bedroom, 
Master Bath.! Level Lot to the 
Shoreline. Nicely Landscaped! 
  $705,000

Land only 21757 +/- sf. w/foundation, Town 
Water & Sewer, City Gas in street $140,000.
Option 1 - Custom Build your HOME!
Option 2 -  Build a 3 Family! 
Option 3 - Build a 2 Family!

WEBSTER LAKE - PATTISON RD  

LAND - Terrific opportunity 
14,798 Sq. Ft. of LAND. CONSER-
VATION APPROVAL for proposed 
Building, MASS DEP# 313-1167. 
248+/- Road Frontage, 279+/- 
Water Frontage. Town Water & 
Sewer accessible.  $250,000.

LAND: WEBSTER/OXFORD/PUTNAM
WEBSTER LAKE LAND - 22 SOUTH POINT RD  Architectural 
Plans included!  $315,000.
OXFORD - LAND - General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! LAND with 4,095 SF Metal Building! 
124 SOUTHBRIDGE RD (RTE 20). Town Sewer Project Plans 
are Approved. 22,884 sq. ft Level Lot. 140 ft of road frontage.  
EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITES! $795,000.
OXFORD - LAND - RTE 20 General Business Zoned! Marijuana 
OVERLAY DISTRICT! Vacant LAND, Level & cleared.  39,549 SF. 
 $419,000. 
PUTNAM - LAND Zoned General Business .29 acre 103” 
frontage. Water, Sewer, & city gas available. 2 street entrances.
 $125,000 
OXFORD - 2 Merriam Rd 80+/- Wooded Acres in Oxford & Charlton.
 ON DEPOSIT $329,000 

WEBSTER - NEW ENGLAND COMMONS

3 Concord Court UNIT B ADULT 55+ COMMUNITY! Rare resale 
opportunity! 2 bedrooms, 2 full baths, & 1,367 sq/ft of living 
space! Hardwood floors. Spacious cabinet packed kitchen w/
peninsula! Master bedroom w/tray ceiling, large unfinished base-
ment! Front farmers porch! Attached garage. Community center 
that is free to use for large family gatherings!  $329,900.

Featured Listing!

Eastern Exposure & Amazing 
Sunrises! Beautiful shoreline, 
3 bedroom Cape features eat in 
kitchen w/island, fireplace liv-
ing & dining room. 2nd floor, 
2 bedrooms with 1 1/2 bath! 
 $785,000

Webster Lake
13 Loveland Rd  

DOUGLAS - 7 MOUNT DANIELS WAY
DOUGLAS - 7 Mount Daniels Way 1st TIME OFFERED! 
Custom 4 Bedroom Cape with inground Pool. Abutting 
Douglas State Forest. Stone fireplace. 1st floor bedroom. 
2 Car Attached Garage! 2 ACRES! Located on a cul de sac 
road NEW PRICE $545,000.

SORRY, SOLD!

Webster Lake - 27 South Point Road

OOH! WHAT A VIEW!!! Middle 
& South Ponds! 80’ +/- ft sandy 
beach! Expansion possibilities! 
2 Bedrm, 2 1/2 Bath, Garage, 
 $811,000.

SORRY, SOLD!SORRY, SOLD!

THOMPSON - 266 POMPEO ROAD

Unique, spacious raised ranch, TRI-LEVEL on 
1.96 ACRES!  11 spacious rooms! 2800+/- 
Sf above grade living area. 3 bedrooms & 2 
baths. Primary Bedroom Suite w/Hardwoods, 
full bath, walk -in closet & Private exterior 
balcony! Upgraded cherry cabinets, granite 
countertops, SS Appliances, so much more!  
A MUST SEE!  NEW PRICE $525,000.

DUDLEY - 18 WARSAW AVE PUTNAM - 96 ELVIRA HGTS

3 bedroom ranch has gleaming hardwood floors, 
Corian countertops. 3 season porch. Many updates! 
New shingle roof, Buderus boiler, Roth Tank + New 
Hot Water Heater. Central Air! Heated lower level.   
 $279,900.

Exceptional opportunity! Conveniently located 5 room, 2 
bedroom, 2 bath ranch! Downsize? Must see! Hardwoods, 
Applianced dine-in kitchen w/skylight! Fireplaced living 
rm, Bay window! Private bath/whirlpool tub! Central-air! 
Two car garage!  $287,900

WEBSTER - 18 THIRD STREET
2 Family - Needs 
work! 1st Flr has 4 
Rooms - 2 Bedrooms. 
2nd & 3rd Flr - 6 
Rooms, 2 Bedrooms 
2nd Flr & 2 Bedrooms 
on 3rd Flr! 32,560+/- 
sf .75 Acre -. Property 
being sold “As-is”.
 $259,000.

CLOSING SOON

SORRY, SOLD! SORRY, SOLD! ON DEPOSIT

4 Well Maintained & Updated 
Multi-Family Buildings with 2 
Commercial Spaces... Located 
within the Central Core District 
of Downtown Southbridge!! 
Mixed Use Zoning !! Side by 
Side Buildings being sold as 
1 Package. Off-Street Parking 
spots. Heated Garage Space - 
Room for up to 18 Vehicles!!  
ALL Units Occupied  $ 1,300,000

SOUTHBRIDGE - 140 - 152 HAMILTON 
 New Listing!

PRICE IS RIGHT !  WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT prop-
erty Million Dollar View WITHOUT the Million $$ Dollar 
Price Tag!!   Level landscape from house to the waters 
edge. Sandy bottomed shoreline! Spectacular Middle 
Pond which offers expansive views!  6 rooms, 3 bed, 1 
Bath. Strategic placement of existing garage could offer 
expansion possibilities! Walk out Lower Level! Fire up the 
grill & Let the Good Tymes Roll !  $669,900!

2 family - 3 bedroom 
apartment & a 1 bed-
room apartment. Many 
new updates. Central 
Air! Plenty of parking. 
Centrally Located.

$399,900.

WEBSTER - 6 SLATER ST

Need Your Own Space? *~* 
Come Home to this Exceptionally 
Spacious 1,800 sf+- Ranch ~ sit-
uated on a Private 0.35 acre on a 
‘Dead End’ Country Road!  3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, year-round Sun-

room, 19’x25’ Great Room w/cathedral ceilings, hardwood floors, 
large private rear deck & backyard NEW PRICE $449,900

DUDLEY 
3 FILO RD 

Why 8 Benjamin Lane, Shrewsbury? This de-
lightfully quintessential Cape home will fulfill 
your needs & expectations! 2600sf +/-. 3 very 
appealing BRS!  2 Baths.  $820,000.

SHREWSBURY
8 BENJAMIN LANE

OXFORD 
 25 SUTTON AVE

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 
What’s YOUR Vision?! ... Move-in 
ready Commercial Office &/or Retail 
Space!! Quickly set up Operations - you 
can be ready to GO in no time!. 2 Level 
Free Standing Building is located on a 
Corner Lot - Second Floor is at “Grade 
Level” w/Rear Access & Parking!  
Zoned General Business - .71 ACRE - 
26 Parking Spots on 2 Levels. 10 Units! 
***Call Today!**  $1,150,000

WEBSTER LAKE WATERFRONT
92 BIRCH ISLAND

WEBSTER - 10 NEW STREET
1st Time Offered! An Opportunity “To Have & To 
Hold” Quality Built, Respectfully Maintained Two 
Family! This Magnificent Home was Built in 1941 & 
owned by the same family for 83+ Years. 10 Spa-
cious Rooms!  2 BRs & 1 Bath Per Unit. Hallway 
w/custom staircase ~ Very Impressive! Hardwood 
floors! Level lot w/outdoor fireplace! $499,900.

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

ON DEPOSIT

Webster Lake -
 24-2 Laurelwood Drive

 Waterfront Lot ! 
Approximately 11,000 Sq. Ft. of mostly 
cleared flat land, gentle decline to waters 
edge.  Sandy Shore line! Western views.  
Call for a viewing!  $695,000

Featured New Condominiums Listing!

Featured New Listing! 

SORRY, SOLD!

ON DEPOSIT

Brand Spanking New! 4  recently constructed Condomini-
ums! 3 bedrooms 2-1/2 baths! Slider to private deck. Walk 
out lower level., with great potential for additional living space. 
Central Air, garage. Soo much more!
A must see!  Each $350,000

NORTH GROVESNORDALE, CT.
 5 BUCKLEY HILL RD 

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE



16  •Stonebridge Press•  www.StonebridgePress.comThursday-Friday, September 5-6, 2024

Listing price: $650,000
Building size: 9,536 SF 
Lot size: 13,939 SF
Loading docks: (1) tailgate height
Basement: partial | Unfinished

Historical building, also known as
Tiffany-Leonard House, built in 1832
Large Executive Offices with Elegant
Finishes and High Ceilings 
Large Open Concept Cubicle Areas

9,536-SF HISTORIC OFFICE BUILDING 
FOR SALE

25 ELM STREET | SOUTHBRIDGE, MA

508-868-3765

jdglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

508-769-5007

jglickman@glickmankovago.com

 

JONAH D.  GLICKMANJAMES GLICKMAN
Vice Pres identPr inc ipa l

MORE INFO:

LAYAWAY* • FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL* • FREE FINANCING AVAILABLE*

FIND YOUR
BEST NIGHT'S
SLEEP TODAY

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. Copyright 2023 Sealy, Inc. All rights reserved.

CARRYING THE
TOP BRANDS

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Opal House
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$649*

Crown Jewel by Sealy® Royal Cove
Firm or Plush Queen Mattress Only

$799*

Crown Jewel by  Sealy® Jewel Nile 
Queen Mattress Only

$399*

Upgrade to an
Adjustable Base

SPECIAL
SAVINGS!

241 Providence Rd.
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8777

Mon.–Wed. 9:30 AM–6 PM
Thurs.–Fri. 9:30 AM–7 PM
Sat. 9:30 AM–6 PM/Sun. 11 AM–5 PM

j j j j j j

Hi! My name is Luis and I 
like to learn! 
Luis is a young boy look-

ing for a family that he can 
grow up in and enjoy a typical 
childhood. Luis enjoys being 
outside, riding bikes, play-
ing video games, and being 
physically active. He is out-
going, inquisitive, and likes to 
be competitive through sports, 
especially soccer and basket-
ball, and answering academic 
questions. Luis quickly takes 
an interest in his school sub-
jects and likes to show off his 
math skills. Luis is thoughtful 
and used his birthday money 
to buy presents for his sister 

who he is very bonded with. 
https://adopt.mareinc.org/waiting-child-profiles#gallery/

child/8311

Can I Adopt?
If you’re at least 18 years old, have a stable source of income, 

and room in your heart, you may be a perfect match to adopt a 
waiting child. Adoptive parents can be single, married, or part-
nered; experienced or not; renters or homeowners; LGBTQ+ 
singles and couples. As an adoptive parent, you won’t have to 
pay any fees, adoption from foster care is completely free in 
Massachusetts.  

The process to adopt a child from foster care includes train-
ing, interviews, and home visits to determine if adoption is right 
for you. These steps will help match you with a child or sibling 
group that your family will fit well with. 

To learn more about adoption from foster care visit www.
mareinc.org . Massachusetts Adoption Resource Exchange 
(MARE) can give you guidance and information on the adoption 
process. Reach out today to find out all the ways you can help 
children and teens in foster care. 

Luis 
Age 12 

Registration # 8311 
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